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the Leveret 
ugar Hous 

Ted Telega tends the fire beneath the evaporator at his sugar house on Route 
63 in Leverett earlier this 111eek. Telega's jami!J has been making maple 

syrup in the counry far more the a century. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH -
Steam poured out of the 
Leverett Sugar House on Route 
63 on a sunshiny March day. 
Peering inside the steam filled 
room, I found Ted Telega tend­
ing the fire. 

Telega began sugaring in 
1936 with his father in 
Sunderland, next door to 
George Hubbard's house. Steve 
Hubbard eventually built a 
house on the site where that 
first sugar house once stood. 

Telega didn't seem to regret 
the demolition of that first 
sugar house. "It wasn't that 
great a sugar house, more or 

--EMILY MONOSSON PHOTO 

less a shack with a di1t floor," 
he remarked, as sweet steam 
swirled up around his ruddy 
features. 

Telega's grandfather and 
great grandfather sugared, 
going back over 100 years. 
Now Telega's sons Ted and 
Danny are taking over, with the 
help of his daughter-in-law, 
Priscilla, who was busy bot­
tling syrup. It looks like the 
Telega family will be sugaring 
for another 100 years. 

This is a new sugar house, 
built in 2006. 

"We had another old sugar 
see SUGAR pg 10 

Ken Leng as H11go, K.qyla Drumgool as Kim Mac.Ajee, Jesse Langknecht as Conrad 
Bit't:lie, Christopher Gordon as Albert, Brooke Martineat1 as Albert's mother and 
Lauren Grimard as Rose prepare to light up the IFHS stage in Bye Bye Birdie) 

Overhead view of the destruction at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power complex in i\1arch of 2011. 
BY DAVID DETMOLD Over a hundred thousand isolate some of the radiation that 
MONTAGUE - One year after Japanese villagers, fa1mers and has fallen on cities and towns 
multiple explosions and melt- fishem1en have permanently around the stricken reactors. 
downs wrecked three out of six evacuated their ancestral villages Tama University Professor 
General Electric Mark I boiling in the aftermath of the March Hiroshi Tasaka, a key advisor to 
water reactors at Fukushima Dai- 11th, 2011 nuclear catastrophe at fo1mer Japanese prime minister 
ichi on the 11011heast coast of Fukushima. The region's dai1y Naoto Kan during the Fukushima 
Japan, Tokyo Electric Power's herds have been slaughtered and disaster, warned last month 
damaged facility is a scene from a left to rot. Produce is trucked in Fukushima is "far from over." 
post-apocalyptic science fiction from other parts of the countiy, as Tasaka said official assw-ances 
novel. Massive water circulation the area's staple rice crop is con- of the complex's alleged safety 
pumps and pipes and decontami- taminated with long lived were based on "grom1dless opti­
nation filtration systems run radioactive cesium-137. 
round the clock in an attempt to Children are prevented 
keep the melted mass of reactor from playing outdoors for 
fuel rods in the damaged cores long periods of time. The 
continuously cooled, to stop fur- smface soil of their school 
ther massive releases of radiation playgrounds has been 
from being released into the air, scraped up by bulldozers 
ocean, and food chain. and bw-ied in an attempt to 

Aerial surveys show the 
elevated fuel storage pool 
at Unit Three aJ,?pears to 
have entirely colllapsed 
into the rubble of the 
containment building. 

BY SAMUEL LETCHER 
GILL - MONTAGUE -

Hello, Birdie! 
Conrad Birdie will roar into 

town as Turners Falls High 
School and Great Falls Middle 
School present Bye Bye Birdie, 
a musical that promises a rock­
ing good time. 

Conrad Birdie, Elvis's quan­
tum counterpart, will turn the 
town of Sweet Apple, Ohio 
(Turners Falls' not quite quan­
tum counterpa1t) upside down 
for at least a few days. 

The show's director, Scott 
Halligan, takes on the dual role 
of stage director and music 
director, a feat not attempted in 
our school's recent histo1y. 

Though Halligan undoubt­
edly has his hands full, being a 
first year teacher and a first 
year musical producer at 
TFHS, the show is right on 
schedule and will be sure to 
tum the audience into a bunch 
of "Snarling, panting, raging 
jungle beasts." 

Well ... if not that, they will 

at least be induced to fits of 
laughter. 

As per usual, the set design 
this year is phenomenal due to 
the diligence and artistic 
genius of Mark Mailloux, who 
has been responsible for the 
high school musical sets for as 
long as this writer can remem­
ber. But while the set pieces 
send you back to the 1950s, it 
is the actors' prowess that 
makes you believe you 're 
there. 

This year's production fea­
tures six seniors, five of whom 
are returning to the stage from 
previous shows. Christopher 
'Topher' Gordon takes on the 
lead role as Albeit Peterson, 
Conrad Birdie's manager and 
the president of the Almaelou 
Record Company. It is Albe1t's 
muse, Rose Alvarez (Lauren 
Grimard, sophomore) who acts 
as the catalyst for the whole 
show when she figuratively 
picks a name out of a hat. 
Unsuspecting Sweet Apple res­
ident Kim MacAfee (Kayla 

see FUKUSHIMA pg 12 

Dmmgool, junior) is suddenly 
launched into the turmoil that 
is Conrad Birdie (Jesse 
Langknecht, senior.) 

While nearly all of Sweet 
Apple is wrapped up in 'Birdie 
Fever,' some members of the 
nonnally staid community are 
incensed at the idea of their 
wives and children fawning 
over a visiting rock star. One 
such upright citizen is Kim's 
own father, Harry MacAfee 
(ahem, Sam Letcher, senior) 
who is pushed nearly over the 
edge of insanity by the unrav­
eling of his carefully stmctured 
life, and the assmned decamp­
ment of his wife, Doris (Angel 
Renaud, senior) to the legions 
of Birdie followers. 

Transpo1t yourself to a time 
before Tweets, Facebook, 
MTV and auto-tuners and join 
the fun with Bye Bye Birdie, 
(book by Michael Stewart; 
music by Charles Strouse; 
lyrics by Lee Adams) on 
March 16th, and 17th, at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, March 18th, for a 
matinee at 1 p.m., at the 
Turners Falls High School. 
Tickets available at the door. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
I'm Lovin' It 

Mama Love 
I'm a 6 year old female 

shorthair cat named Mama 
Love. I am the sweetest girl 
you'd ever want to meet!!! 

I was surrendered to the 
adoption center because my 
family could no longer care for 
me. I've been living in an office 
here and absolutely loooovve 
people! I'm a real lap cat and 
love to be petted - I'll just sit 
on your lap and pununu. 

I could live with a calm dog 
who will basically ignore me, 
but would prefer a home with 
no other cats. Cats make me 
nervous and I tend to over­
groom myself when I'm feeling 
scared. 

If I sound like the cat for 
you, please come visit me - you 
won't be sorry!!! 

For more information on 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or 
info@dpvhs.org. 

PAPER! 
Week of March 12th 

in Montagu 

more info? call: 863-2054 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

NEW SALEM PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

Historical Presentation and Nature Prolframs 
Saturday March 10th the 

Library will have extended 
hours. At 1 :30pm, a presenta­
tion, "Remembering Our Past, 
The Road to Freedom" will be 
given. This is a special one­
hour program tracing the 
Franklin County Abolitionist 
movement through the sto1y of 
the Leavitt/ Dorsey family in 
1880's Charlemont, MA. The 
story presented by Bambi 
Miller and Mary Boehmer 
starts with their ancestors' role 
in the Underground Railroad 
using old letters, town records, 
deeds, books, daguerreotypes 
and memorabilia. There will be 
a Q & A and refreshments. 

March 13th, 20th, 27th, & 
April 3rd, 2012 from 3:30 -
4:30 a children's program 

"Nature Detectives" featuring 
Dawn Marvin Ward will be 
presented (Rain or Shine!) 
Explore the wonders of the 
world of nature. 
March 13th: Tracking Tricks 
March 20th: Who '.s Hiding 
There? 
March 27th: Animal Architects ,_ 
April 3rd: Nature Hike/Mural 

Pre registration is required. 5 
Contact Gillian Budine, ~ 
Community Network for ~ 
Children Program Coordinator ~ 
at 978-544-5157 or "' 
Budine@erving.com by March 
12th. Provide the name of your 
child, age, and phone number. 
If they are riding the bus from 
Swift River School a note must 
be provided to the school. 

CARNEGIE PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 
Dinosaur Days 

TURNERS FALLS- Fifty peo­
ple attended the "Dinosaur 
Days" program at the Carnegie 
Library on Saturday, March 
3rd. Dawn Marvin Ward dis­
cussed dinosaur information, 
and then the participants 

enjoyed a number of activity 
stations. The program was 
funded by the Montague 
Culhll'al Council, which is sup­
ported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

NANCY L. DOLE I 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 
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S111an on the canal on Migratory Wiry. 

Leverett Hosts Union 28 4th -6th Graders 
to Celebrate Readlnl! 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT - On 
Friday, March 9th, from 5:45 -
8:15 pm. sh1dents from Swift 
River and Shutesbury elementaiy 
schools will gather at the Leverett 
Elementa1y School to celebrate 
their joy in reading a minimum of 
five books out of 25 titles select­
ed as wo1thy of the 
Massachusetts Children's Book 
Awards. 

Fourth, fifth and sixth grade 
readers from the three schools 
will join the party for an evening 
of games and thought provoking 
activities based on the books 
themselves. For example, one 
fifth gi11de teacher has developed 
a wacky ball game to be played in 
the gym, based on the book 
Zorgamazoo, written completely 
in rhyme. 

Prior to this evening of cele­
bration, readers at the three 
schools engaged in a Battle of the 
Books that had shldents frame 
questions to test other shldents' 
knowledge of their reading. A 
con-ect answer eamed the sh1dent 
a point. Evenhially each school 
had a high scorer. These readers 
then continued the Battle of the 
Books with the winners from the 
other two schools via Skype. 

Parents contribute to the fes­
tivities in a number of ways. 
Beyond supplying refreshments 

for hungiy, thirsty readers. par­
ents will also participate in activ­
ities linked to specific books. One 
parent will be a palm reader based 
on the book, ff You 're Reading 
This Too Late. Another will tell 
fortunes based on the title, The 
Magic Elephant. Yet another will 
teach card tricks. 

Susan Wells, the Leverett 
Elementary librarian, says this 
has been a gi·eat party for several 
years running. She wished to 
acknowledge the donations of 
several businesses that help make 
it possible: the Leverett Village 
Coop; Stop &Shop; Big Y; Panda 
East; BJ's; and Hannaford's of 
Orange. 

It was evident from Wells' 
enthusiastic description of 
Friday's event that a grand cele­
bration of reading was in the 
cards for the sh1dents from 
Leverett, Shutesbury, and Swift 
River. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llslings 
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SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - March 12th to 16th 011,-frenue A/or 01•er 10 years 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 
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Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 
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The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

ei1-or occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis­
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
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of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subsc1-iption Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 

GILL-MONTAGUE - Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congi·egate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va­
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Kerry 
Togneri is the meal site manager. 
Council on Aging director is 
Robe1ta Potter. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accept­
ed. Appointments are now being 
scheduled for free AARP tax aid. 
For info1mation, meal rese1va­
tions, or to sign up for progi·ams, 
call 413-863-9357. Messages can 
be left on our machine if the cen-
ter is not open. 

Monday, March 12th 
AARP Taxes by appointment 
9:00 a.m Foot Clinic by appoint­
ment 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, March 13th 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting 
1 :00 p.m. RAD Class 
Wednesday, March 14th 

9:00 am. Foot Clinic by appoint­
ment 
10:00 am Aerobics 
11:15 am. Friends' Meeting 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 15th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, March 16th 
10:00 am Aerobics 
10:45 am Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 1 Care 
Drive, Eivingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m. for activ­
ities and congi·egate meals. For 
Center and program informa­
tion, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at 413-423-
3649. Lunch is daily at 11 :30 
a.m., with reservations required 
24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca 
Meuse at 413-423-3308, for 
meal information and rese1va­
tions. Transpo1tation can be pro­
vided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to confum 
activities, schedule and to find 
out when the next blood pres­
sure clinic will be held. 
Monday, March 12th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 

10:00 am.Osteo Excerise 
12:00 Pitch 
Tuesday, March 13th 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 am. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, March 14th 
8:45 am. Line Dancing/Zumba 
10:30 am. Crafts with G.S.B. 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, March 15th 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10:00 am. Poshlre Perfect 
12:30 p.m. Open Sh1dio 
Friday, March 16th 
9:00 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Lunch - St. Patrick's 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5, or at coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760, 
for hours and upcoming pro­
gi·ams. Call the Center for a ride. 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10am·10pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • Sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·nei-s Falls 
863-9900 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Dr. Seuss Literacy 
Night will be held at the 
Sheffield School on Tuesday, 
March 20th, at 6:30 p.m. 
Families will listen to guest 
readers in Dr. Seuss stovepipe 
hats who will share literacy and 
a1t activities with the children. 
In the second half hour, families 
will proceed to the auditorium 
for a reading of The Little Yellow 
Trolley Car by local author 
Marie Ba1tlett, who will share 
her experiences in writing the 
book. Dr. Seuss's birthday cake 
will be served in the cafeteria 
and each family will go home 
with a copy of The Little Yellow 
Trolley Car. The evening is 
funded by the Gill-Montague 
Education Ftmd and Title I. 

Pioneer Valley Habitat for 
Humanity will be holding a 
vohmteer orientation and build-

ing pa1ty on March 17th in the 
commtmity room of the 
Greenfield Savings Bank, 282 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 am. This ori­
entation will provide an 
overview of Habitat's work in 
the Valley, and present people 
with options on how to get 
involved. After the orientation, 
there will be an oppo1ttmity to 
join a commtmity work party at 
a Habitat home in Montague 
City, to help with painting or 
hanging dry wall from 10:30 
a.m. to 4:00 pm. 

On Sahirday, March 10th, 
residents living downstream 
from the Vermont Yankee 
nuclear facility will be com­
memorating the anniversary of 
the Fukushima disaster and call­
ing for Ve1mont Yankee to be 
shut down. The event, called 
"Downstreamers Remember 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Fukushima," organized by the 
Stmderland Safe Energy affinity 
group of the SAGE Alliance, 
will strut at 1 :00 p m. at the cor­
ner of Route 47 and Route 116 
in Stmderland. 

Pa1ticipants in the rally will 
walk across the bridge in a sym­
bolic expression of what the 
river means to downstreamers 
and the impo1tance of protecting 
the river from the dangers of the 
nucleai· plant located just a few 
miles upstream. Speakers will 
address the topic of closing 
Vermont Yankee on schedule 
this year. For more info1mation, 
call Emily at 413-422-1169. 

On Stmday, Mai·ch 11th, from 
9:15 a.m. tmtil 9:30 a.m. on the 
town common, the Wendell 
based Water, Roots and 
Branches affinity group is 
observing the first anniversary 
of the global disaster at 
Fukushima, Japan. The gather­
ing will begin in silence. The 
public is invited to offer a poem, 
song or prayer. If you like, wear 
white in solidarity with the peo­
ple of n01thern Japan. 
Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@montaguema.net. 

Retired Montague Police Chief Tapped for Grand Marshal 
BY MICHAEL NELSON new safety complex, and salute 
MONTAGUE - Retired police Chief Zukowksi for his many 
chief Ray Zukowski has been achievements. 
retired for a few months now, but The pai·ade will take place 
his 36-year presence in the town April 9th, on the Hill in Turners 
has not at all been forgotten. On Falls. It will make a three Inile 
Sahrrday, April 14th, Zukowski loop, beginning at 1 p.m. at 

will be celebrated as the Grand Sheffield School on Crocker 
Mai·shal in the second annual Avenue. The parade will take a 
Franklin County Spring Pai·ade. left onto Montague Street, left 

By coincidence, the parade again on Turnpike Road, past the 
will pass one ofChiefZukowski's Turners Falls High School, and 
landmark achievements during take a left onto Millers Falls 
his long service. For decades the Road. At Scotty's Convenience 
deteriorating police department Store, the parade will hlfll left 
was housed in the basement of onto High Street and end back at 
the town hall. In 2010, the new Sheffield. 
Montague safety complex on Residents who live along the 
Ttlfllpike Road was completed. route ai·e encouraged to invite 
The parade pa1ticipants will friends and family over to watch 
march by the front door of the the parade from their front yards. 

Think of it as Super Bowl 
Stmday, except the action is live 
in your front yai·d, a perfect occa­
sion for a bai·becue with friends. 

Organizations interested in 
being a pait of the pai·ade should 
contact Nelson at 413-522-0712 
or michaelnelsonmba@aol.com. 

I \ 
JAMESOAMPN 

Police Chief Ray Zukowski 
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Sustainable Agriculture 
in Pre-Columbian America 

JONATHAN VON RANSON 
AMHERST Before 
Columbus's arrival, the 
Americas as a whole, including 
our own East Coast, were large­
ly pastoral. Hardly the deeply 
forested, modestly htmted and 
foraged wilderness some of us 
pichlre. On the southern conti­
nent, the Amazon basin con-

continents ... starting 450 years 
ago. That was the real onset of 
globalization. 

New research, assembled into 
a best-selling 2005 book by 
Charles C. Mann, 1491 - New 
Revelations of the Americas 
before Columbus, shows pre­
Colonial civilization in the New 
World to be sophisticated, 

asse1tive and wide­
spread. Some, 

NATIONAL BESTSELLER. including the author, 
feel the long-buried 
facts may point to 
new possibilities of 
ecological sustain­
ability. 

\t - tou ,,.., 1n,-,.,,r1,~lt (11 f. flt• •~It\•.\ r 
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NEW REVELATIONS OF THE 

AMERICAS BEFORE COLUMBUS 

In an informa­
tion- packed but 
highly accessible 
talk on Mai·ch 6th at 
UMass, Mann, who 
lives in Amherst, 
conveyed data from 
the last 30 years of 
anthropological and 
archeological 
research, much of it 
in North and South 
America. This 
description replaces 
the Eurocentric and 
Christian perspec-

0BABLE8 O. •A•W tives that have 
bleached much of 
the local color out of 
our history texts. 

tained vast, heavily faimed areas 
for thousands of years before it 
became the monolithic rainfor­
est we idealize and try to protect 
and recover today. 

And while you're adjusting 
your pre-Columbian pichire, 
consider that a Pemvian motm­
tain of silver, along with mbber 
from two latex-producing plant 
varieties native to South 
America, precipitated an 
upheaval involving slavery and 
deforestation that shook five 

What happened, 
Mann suggests, is that Western 
ethnographers and historians 
misrepresented native practices, 
then popular ctdhire compound­
ed the enor by idealizing them. 

Early in his talk Mann 
referred to physicist Richard 
Feynman, who said, "Nobody 
tmderstands quanhlm physics. 
That's why we're sh1dying it." 

Mann added, "Nobody tmder­
stands sustainability. I don't real­
ly understand it, I just tiy to offer 
see SUSTAINABLE pg 10 
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~E 5 BANK ROW (RT 5&10) 
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4 OLC SOUTH STREET 
DOWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
413 - 584 - 9868 

2 LOCATIONS • USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENUSEDBOOKS.COM 

. 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Stree1 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Local G?.EENF/ELO 
\'t,\\~t.\\~ CO~PERATIVE EXCHAfiG 

~o-dQl..,,fil:> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

~ PrTrR WATrRS 

-. 

HOUSE PAINTING 

lotcri_or 978-544-6534 w .. udell Exterior MA 

• • --~--~-~ .... ~-~~~-~..-. 

1N GOO,D COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

* EASTERN 

• .,:~2i!';~ ~.~!~! I!~~. 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com 

·~---::&. • 

Community YoQ:a 
& WELLNESS CENTYR 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 
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Drone Warfare 
on the Increase 

BY JIM CASON 
WASHINGTON, DC - The 
Iraq War was a disaster, so the 
United States needs a new for­
eign policy. Instead of invad­
ing foreign countries with tens 
of thousands of troops and try­
ing to occupy and control the 
political process, President 
Barack Obama has embraced a 
new foreign military policy 
relying on "unmanned" drones 
and limited counterinsurgency 
forces. 

The poster child for this 
new war effo1t is the ongoing 
U.S. military action in 
Pakistan. But Washington has 
also dramatically expanded the 
use of aimed, unmanned mili­
tary drones in East Africa and 
pa1t of the Arabian Peninsula. 
The Congressional Research 
Service reports that our mili­
tary has more than 7,000 
drones in its arsenal. 

The arguments for drones 
are easy to make. In an era of 
federal budget deficits, drone 
warfare is cheaper than 
deploying soldiers, and appar­
ently has widespread public 
suppo1t - 83% of people inter­
viewed in a February 2012 
ABC News/Washington Post 
poll said they approved of the 
president's use of drones 
strikes to kill "terrorists." 

The Obama administra­
tion's new military strategy 
released earlier this year calls 
for shrinking the number of 
troops and relying more on 
drones and small-footprint 
military interventions. 
Following a series of inter­
views with administration offi­
cials, the journalist David 
Rohde dubbed this the new 
"Obama doctrine." 

Before embracing this new 
strategy, Congress should con­
sider its consequences. Our 
cotmtry doesn't need a new era 
of secret wars with armed, mil­
itary drones as the leading 
edge of covert or semi-covert 
military campaigns arotmd the 
world. Yet that's what we are 
getting. The operations that 
have been reported in the 
media include Somalia, 
Yemen, and of course Libya. 

And the results now include 
the extrajudicial killings, with­
out charge or trial, of U.S. cit­
izens. 

The explanation usually 
provided is that these were 
really bad people. "I want to 
make sure that people tmder­
stand that drones have not 
caused a huge number of civil­
ian casualties," President 
Obama declared in January. 
"For the most part, they have 
been very precise, precision 
strikes against al-Qaeda and 
their affiliates." 

Leaving aside the fact that 
people in Pakistan would dis­
pute his cotmt of civilian casu­
alties, this is a slippery slope. 
We're a nation of laws, not a 
nation of assassins. We have 
these laws precisely because 
we don't want the president to 
become judge, jury, and execu­
tioner. What's more, we don't 
even know the scale of these 
killings because they are 
almost all secret. When Sen. 
Ron Wyden asked for details 
about the legal basis for using 
drones to kill U.S. citizens in 
another country, the Justice 
Department refused to provide 
details in public. 

Rohde saw the impact of 
drones firsthand during the 
seven months he spent as a 
Taliban captive in the tribal 
areas of Pakistan. He has con­
cluded that the Pakistani state 
is failing and the Obama 
administration's drone war is 
only making things worse. 
"Pakistan is more unstable 
today than it was when Obama 
took office," he writes in the 
latest issue of Foreign Policy. 
"And the percentage of 
Pakistanis supporting the use 
of the Pakistani Army to fight 
extremists in the tribal 
areas ... dropped from 53% in 
2009 to 37% today." 

In Yemen, Obama's drone 
strikes have increased the 
ranks of al-Qaeda in the 
Arabian Peninsula from 300 
fighters in 2009 to more than 
1,000 today. 

Washington now seems 
intent on expo1ting this same 
strategy to East Africa, where 
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LETTERS TO I') THE EDITOR 

Interim Superintendent Was 
Informed of the Timing of the Hiring Process 

We take exception to the state­
ments made in last week's 
Montague Reporter by the Gill­
Montague School District's 
Interim Superintendent Nadine 
Ekstrom. Ms. Ekstrom stated that 
she was forced to look for other 
employment opportumties 
because the GMRSD school 
committee was "taking too long" 
to offer her a new contract. In fact 
the process for hiring a penna­
nent Superintendent has been 
known since last summer. The 
school committee would com­
plete an evaluation of the interim 
by Febmaiy and then decide on a 
process for hiring a permanent 

the Obama administi·ation is 
using a combination of drone 
strikes and mercenary ti·ainers 
for East African military 
forces to help stabilize 
Somalia. 

Rather than relying on a 
new type of military force, the 
Obama administration needs 
to invest in more diplomacy, 
development, and internation­
al cooperation. Unlike drones, 
they are proven tools for build­
ing peace. 

Jim Cason writes for the 
Friends Committee on 
National Legislation, a 
Quaker lobby in the public 
interest. (www.fcnl.org) This 
article was distributed by 
OtherWords (Other Words. org) 

Superintendent. We did not agree 
with this process (we thought 
member towns should be 
involved) but the basic time 
frame was well known. The eval­
uation time line was in the inter­
im 's contract. In fact the school 
committee is ahead of that sched­
ule. We heard no complaints from 
the Interim Superintendent until 
now. 

If Ms. Ekstrom feels the need 
to apply for jobs elsewhere that is 
certainly her right. Indeed it 
makes sense - why should she 
limit herself to the GMRSD? But 
she should not blame the school 
committee for her decision. The 

issue of the superintendent's con­
tract has become an emotional 
one, with ce1tain staff members 
passionately suppo1ting her and 
some town officials believing 
their requests to be pait of the 
process have been ignored. 
Blaming the school committee 
for her decision to look elsewhere 
adds foe! to the fire. 

- Jeff Singelton 
- Marg Levenson, Montague 

Jeff Singleton and Marg 
Levenson are members of the 

Gill-Montague school commit­
tee. Their opinions do not neces­

sarily reflect the position of the 
school committee. 

No G-M Funds 
Used for Student Trip 

I appreciate your repo1ting 
for our towns and, in this case, 
the GMRSD school committee 
meetings. It was nm to see my 
Nature's Classroom trip per­
mission referred to, and the nod 
for differentiation from the 
chair in the March 1st issue of 
the paper, about the February 
28th school committee meet­
ing. 

I am a proud of our fundrais­
ing efforts, which help my stu­
dents earn at least half (and 
sometimes all) of the ftmds 
needed for the ti·ip. 

I believe fundraising for a 
goal is an impo1tant life lesson, 
and many other lessons are 

Jffilontagut l\.eporter 

We Welcome 
Your Letters! 
58 4th St Turners Falls, 

MA01376 
FAX (413) 863-3050 

reporter@montaguema.net 

learned in the process. We do a 
fair amotmt of fundraising and 
parents pay the balance of the 
cost of the ti·ip. Some years the 
PTO has provided for the bus, 
or for pa1t of it. 

The committee voted 
approval of the trip to the 
Sargent Center in New 
Hampshire, in April, but not 
flmding for the trip, as the arti­
cle stated. No district budget 
flmds are used for this trip. 

Thank you for your good 
work. 

- Joanne Flagg 
Gill Elementary 6th 

Grade Teacher 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: reporter­
poems@montaguema.net 
for consideration in the 
monthly Poetry Page. 
Include 25-word bio. Poems 
may also be posted to 
Montague Reporter, 58 4th 
Street, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. 
No prior experience neces­
sary, as a poet. 
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GUEST EDITORIALS Genocide in Limbo ings depicting family members, 
from past to present, drawings of 
myself in spaghetti, a self- por­
trait wearing a collaged mask, 
holding a family tree, it's roots 
nurhired in genocide, and a 
sculph1re of my Auntie Serpouhi, 
I paused to take a breath. 

dough recipe, I listened to her 
story. She witnessed the killing of 
many of her family members and 
consequently was forced to fol­
low the Turkish death marches 
across the desert, losing her left 
eye. 

In response an earlier article 
about Democracy under Duress 
in Turkey, (MR X #21) filed from 
Istanbul by Montague town meet­
ing member Christopher S011'.)ler­
Laucanno, Jan Atamian, a town 
meeting member from Lake 
Pleasant, sends the following 
short memoir. 

BY JAN ATAMIAN 
LAKE PLEASANT - Amidst 
the long picnic tables, covered 
with white linen, sit platters of 
Annenian pilaf, shish kebob, 
dohna, and spicy lehmejan. All 
their tantalizing odors rise up in 
the summer heat. My mother 
Helen loved attending the 
Armenian picnics, usually held 
on the green lawns of an 
Armenian church. Here, the older 
relatives could mingle and speak 
Armenian freely, catching up on 
family gossip and news. Held 
under a white, canvas tent, the 
music from the oud player was 
mysteriously hypnotic to my ear. 
I watched, fixated on the people 
dancing, pinkies hooked, creating 
a winding snake-like fo1mation. 

As a kid, if I saw something 
different or unusual, I took my 
time and quietly stared, obse1v­
ing the scene. I soon learned it is 
not always complimentary to 
have a curious nature, when it 
comes to looking at people. 

Back at the Almenian picnic, I 

spy a small, frail, elderly woman 
with a purple colored, sca1Ted 
arm, perhaps from a bum. Again, 
I stared, and turned to my mother, 
who whispered, "It was the 
Turks." 

She was whispering about the 
Armenian massacres of 1915, but 
as a young girl I was left to won­
der, what did she mean? 

Here was my introduction to 
the sense of sadness and loss my 
people bear, a feeling I would 
learn to carry in my subcon­
scious, like a weight, a resentfol 
burden, leading to melancholy. 
And so, 96 years after the 
Armenian genocide, first and sec­
ond generation Armenians still 
cany around the red torch of 
anger. I tell myself, 'If you are 
wise, you will learn to channel 
this anger into a productive proj­
ect," after hearing my president, 
whether it be Clinton, or Bush, 
cough, cough and sadly, pass on 
to another topic, as Obama did, 
choosing not to tell the Turkish 
government to come out of their 
draconian dark denial and recog­
nize their past deeds. 

If the details of the Almenian 
Genocide go unrecognized, sure­
ly the world regretfolly remem­
bers Hitler's famous hoITendous 
words. Announcing his plan of 
mass destmction to his cabinet, 
one officer said, "If you wipe out 

It Could Happen Here: 
Mock Evacuation and Public Forum on 

all the Jews, what will histo1y say 
about you?" 

Hitler replied, without a 
moment's hesitation, "Who any 
longer remembers the extennina­
tion of the Armenians?" 

The cabinet agreed, and decid­
ed to proceed with their diaboli­
cal plan. 

Not long ago, House speaker 
Nancy Pelosi was quoted in the 
N.Y. Times saying she was recon­
sidering her pledge to force a 
vote on a resolution condemning 
as genocide the mass killing of 
Almenians sta1ting in 1915, as 
then president George W. Bush 
intensified his push to derail the 
legislation. The nonbinding pro­
posal "angered" Turkey, and 
raised fears that the Turkish gov­
ernment would reduce its strate­
gic cooperation with the United 
States. 

Bush said, "With all those 
pressing responsibilities, one 
thing Congress should not be 
doing is so1ting out the historical 
record of the Ottoman Empire. 
Congress has more impo1tant 
work to do than antagonizing a 
democratic ally in the Muslim 
world, especially one that is pro­
viding vital suppo1t for our mili­
ta1y eve1y day." 

I put the paper aside, and 
recalled an a1t exhibit of mine 
from 1992, entitled, "My Secret 
Garden." Sun-ounded by paint-

Picking up an old press release 
from the Hampden Gallery, I 
read, "Atamian's Almenian 
grandparents escaped the Turkish 
massacres of 1915-1918, and 
came to this countiy like wound­
ed animals, too weak to tell their 
stories. Consequently, her parents 
only learned of the genocide 
through hushed whispers and 
dark secrets." 

The show and garden installa­
tion quietly spoke for itself. The 
local press wrote many culh1rally 
cmious articles with headlines 
like: "Seeds for Secret Garden 
First Sown in Armenia," "My 
Secret Garden Ha1vests 
Emotions," or "My Secret 
Garden Shows Atamian's Inner 
World." I was happy I had had 
my say, and that historical facts 
about the genocide were printed 
in each article. 

A year after the exhibit, in 
1993, my grandfather's sister, 
Serpouhi Mekatarian, the last 
family member to survive the 
Almenian genocide, passed 
away. Serpouhi once had a large 
family with many animals, in her 
rural village in Almenia. 

As her hands rolled out the 
butte1y pavash, a hand-made filo 

Somehow, she made it to 
Damascus, Syria. 

I recall staring at her glass eye, 
which sometimes rested in a 
wate1y solution on her bureau. In 
broken English, Serpouhi spoke 
slowly and sadly. I imagined each 
memo1y for her to be like a sharp 
knife, piercing her heart. 

An AI·abic speaking family 
saw she was starving and took 
her in. For the next five years, she 
lived safely, working as their ser­
vant, and evenhially learned to 
speak AI·abic herself. 

The ceramic sculprure which 
honored her journey to this coun­
try, a country which does not 
openly acknowledge the murder 
of her family and the genocide of 
her people, rests serenely in my 
flower garden, swrntmded by 
pink roses, black-eyed Susans, 
bee bahn, lilies, sunflowers and 
basil. 

I guess you might say she has 
found a pe1manent home in my 
garden, rising ghost-like from 
the eaith. She is no longer a 
secret. Her stirface, once painted, 
is now weathered from blistering 
ice and snow, endless spring 
showers and intense summer 
heat. She is a living monument to 
all the untold stories. 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE Gill POLICE lOG 
Suspicious Vehicles Moved Along 

Mo~.2/27 llumday,3/I 

One Year Anniversary of Fukushima Nuclear Disaster 
7:45 p.m. Searched area of French 10:00 a.m. Traffic hazard on Main 

King Bridge for intoxicated party; sub- Road at River Road. Motor vehicle 
VERNON - On March 11th, 
one year after the disastrous 
earthquake, tsunami, and 
nuclear meltdowns in 
Fukushima, Japan, the SAGE 
Alliance will be conducting a 
mock evacuation from 
Vermont Yankee in solidarity 
with the people of Japan. Said 
organizer Nancy Braus, "We 
will be thinking especially of 
those 100,000 people exiled 
from their homes, maybe for­
ever, within the 13-mile radius 
around the Fukushima reac­
tors." 

Those who wish to take part 
in the evacuation will meet at 
12:45 p.m. at the 
Transportation Center on Flat 
Street in Brattleboro with their 
"evacuation gear," including 

baby buggies, backpacks, and 
rolling suitcases. 

School buses will transpo1t 
participants to the Vermont 
Yankee gates. From there, 
'evacuees' will assemble with 
their strollers, roller bags, 
backpacks, and other evacua­
tion items, as well as signs and 
banners, and then walk the six 
miles from Vermont Yankee to 
downtown Brattleboro. Once 
in Brattleboro, food and drinks 
will be served to walkers at the 
River Garden, at 153 Main 
Street. 

At 5:00 p.m., a public forum 
on Fukushima and Vermont 
Yankee will be held at the 
River Garden. Amie and 
Margaret Gundersen, national­
ly respected consultants on 

nuclear issues, will present an 
update and analysis on condi­
tions at Fukushima and discuss 
the response to the meltdowns 
of the Japanese government 
and nuclear industry one year 
later, the implications of 
Fukushima for U.S. reactors, 
including Vermont Yankee, and 
the impact of radiation from 
Fukushima on public health in 
the U.S. The forum will also 
include a talk by Ms. Chiho 
Kaneko of Hartland, VT, who 
will give an eyewitness report 
about life in the afte1math of 
Fukushima in the area around 
the reactor, and in Japan as a 
whole. 

Please come to both events. 
- Leslie Sullivan Sachs 

Brattleboro, VT 

ject not located. moved out of roadway; domestic situ-

I 0:45 p.m. Restraining order concern ation. 
from Riverview Drive resident. I 0:40 a.m. Motor vehicle off roadway 

Tuesday, 2/28 on West Gill Road, no injuries. 

6:20 a.m. Suspicious motor vehicle Assisted with wrecker service. 
reported on Ben Hale Road. Subject I I:35 a.m. Assisted resident on Main 

located and moved along. Road with a locked vehicle. 

4:30 p.m. Reported breaking and Friday, 3/2 
entering at French King Highway resi- 2:35 p.m. Assisted Bernardston police 

dence; under investigation. department with motor vehicle acci-
Weclnesday, 2/29 dent. 

10:15 a.m. Suspicious motor vehicle 3:00 p.m. Motor vehicle complaint on 

reported on Center Road; identified Main Road in center of town. 

and moved along. 6:05 p.m. Motor vehicle accident on 
10:40 a.m. Motor vehicle complaint Dole Road; no injuries. 

on Main Road; follow up required. Saturday, 3/3 
I:40 p.m. Animal complaint on 12:40 p.m. Assisted Bernardston 

Center Road. Animal located and police with eldedy party suffering 
owner to deal with same. from dememtia on Turners Falls Road. 

4:55 p.m. Suspicious activity reported Sunday, 3/4 
at French King Highway residence; 6:20 p.m. Welfare check requested for 

under investigation. resident on Main Road. Checked; OK. 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

i1RECISION 
_L\. ·~ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
GilL MA 01354 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 
Retail Fabric Store 

'"' • Cotton• Silks • Poly<'sters • Vinyls • Upholstery Material 

• Quilting Suppli-c& • Pan~rns • CJLJic,o/'l • Notions 

C,1511 & CJIECXS ONC.Y 

Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Fri. til 8 
PowerSquare (413) 773-7516 

Greenfield .. 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

www.montaguebookmill.com 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 



6 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER March 8, 2012 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SElECTBOARD 

Shea Theater Hopes to Cut Lighting Costs 
"It'B tune to play the 

music. It'B tune to light 
the light.8. " 

- Muppet Theme Song 

BY JANEL 
NOCKLEBY - The Shea 

Theater hopes to go as 
Green as Ke1mit the Frog 
with new LED stage lights 
that would dramatically 
decrease electricity use 
with each rehearsal and 
pe1fonnance at the theater. 

The cwTent lighting sys­
tem is like "having 16 to 20 
heaters in the ceiling during 
the heat of the summer," 
Shea board member Bait 
Dotty told the selectboard 
on Monday night. 

The Shea Theater build­
ing is a town-owned prop­
erty, so infrastructure 
spending at the theater 
must be approved by town 
meeting. Light-emitting 
diode (LED) technology 
improvements are now 
affordable enough for the 
Shea to consider. If 
installed at an approximate 
cost of$10,500, an LED 
system for stage lights at 
the Shea could easily save 
at least 50 - 70% of the the­
ater's electricity costs, 
Dotty said. 

The Shea's typical elec­
tric bill is about $ 1000 a 
month, added Shea board 
member Robin Paris. 

The selectboai·d recom­
mended the Shea seek bids 
on an LED system, and s01t 
out any open technical 
questions regarding the 
proposals they've ah'eady 
received. Town administra­
tor FrankAbbondanzio will 
work with the Shea board 
to make sure those open 
questions are answered, 
and help draft a warrant 
a1ticle for town meeting 
this spring. 

Dotty explained the 
additional benefits of an 
LED system would be less 
need for air conditioning, 
since LED lights do not 
generate much heat, 
increased longevity of the 
lighting system itself, due 
to less of an electrical load, 
increased safety since the 

lights are not hot, and a 
reduction in labor costs 
since setting up the lights 
for each perfonnance 
would be simplified back­
stage. 

Dotty was also hopeful 
that once funding was 
secured at town meeting, 
federal Green initiative 
funds or WMECO grants 
could be secured for the 
project, alleviating some of 
the cost to the town. 

Paris described the sta­
tus of the Shea Theater as 
"We're doing OK, but util­
ity costs are killing us." 

Paris said the Shea is 
getting by "on a month-to­
month basis," but she was 
optimistic that new mem­
bers of the Shea boai·d, like 
Dotty, were bringing much 
needed technical knowl­
edge to inanaging the the­
ater. The selectboard, 
Abbonanzio, and the Shea 
board members present 
also speculated that with an 
LED system, it would be 
much easier to cover the 
electricity needs of the the­
ater with a solar affay on 
the roof in the future. 

Maybe it is easy being 
Green. 

In other news, 
Fairbrother suggested that 
a motion to allow remote 
participation at selectboard 
meetings for board mem­
bers via phone or video or 
internet be tabled for now, 
since Allen was not there to 
vote on the issue, and he 
was disinclined to vote in 
favor of the proposal. If 
eventually approved, other 
town boai·ds would also be 
allowed to have remote 
participation in meetings. 

The selectboard, acting 
as personnel board, 
approved filling a vacancy 
at the water pollution con­
trol facility. A laborer posi­
tion has now been posted 
as a vacancy at the rate of 
$13.67 per hour. 

Interim police chief 
Chris Williams presented 
two requests for rese1ve 
fund transfers, based on a 
re-evaluation of spending 
needs at the police depart-

ment. Increased gasoline 
prices have made a big 
impact to the vehicle sup­
plies and ina.intenance line 
item of the budget, 
Williams explained. 

He anticipated needing 
$6000 to cover gasoline 
costs through the end of the 
fiscal yeai·, and an addition­
al $6000 for ongoing main­
tenance to police systems, 
since some unexpected 
costs have recently come 
up, such as the need to 
replace a radio system 
board, at a cost of $1900, 
and software updates 
pegged at $1600. The 
board approved the request. 

In other police news, a 
$20,000 grant has been 
secured to help alleviate 
costs for the dispatch 
department, including 
helping to provide better 
pay rates and benefits. A 
stipend was approved by 
the selectboard for new pa1t 
time temporaiy hire Josh 
Hoffman at a rate of $25 
per month, to cover cell 
phone costs. Williams 
described cell phones as an 
important tool in police 
work, especially in the field 
and in emergencies. 

Stanley Zera Jr. has been 
appointed to the Montague 
Housing Authority, filling a 
vacancy left by Robert 
Ma1tin. Zera's term will 
last for three months. 

The selectboai·d voted to 
approve continuing to work 
with the Franklin County 
Regional Housing 
Authority to administer the 
town's applications for 
Community Development 
Block Grants in 2013. 
"They've been helping us 
for three decades," 
Abbondanzio said. 

Abbondanzio also 
repo1ted on the results of a 
combined depa1tment of 
public works and waste 
water treatment plant staff 
election on union represen­
tation. The vote was tied 
between the Teamsters 
Union and the United 
Electrical Workers Union, 
so another vote will need to 
beheld. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Dog Complaint Takes 
Up Lion's Share of Meeting 

BY JOSH HEINEMANN complaints, and then a but this is maple syiup sea­
The Febma1y 29th select- heaiing?" son (his other money inak-
boai·d meeting was domi- Houghton listed the ing work, and which 
nated by a dog heaiing. complaints. She repeated demands full time atten-

Selectboard chair she had left three messages tion). 
Christine Heard recused at a telephone number As chair, Keller said that 
herself, as a relative of one given to her by one of his all the dogs must be 
of the complaining parties, plow customers. licensed by Mai·ch 7th, and 
so selectboard member Hamilton said his phone the fence must be working 
Dan Keller chaired the had been out of commis- by the end of the week. 
hea1ing. sion all winter. One more complaint and 

Perhaps due to the Fitzgerald said he has the dogs will have to leave 
falling snow, only one had an issue with town. 
complaining party came to Hamilton's dogs almost Hamilton asked for 
the meeting, Heai·d's son- eve1y day for three weeks, Houghton's telephone 
in-law, John Fitzgerald. although the last five days number because he had 

Dog officer Maggie have been better. complaints about another 
Houghton said the com- One of the dogs, a black dog's incessant barking. 
plaints began in August one, knocked a woman School committee mem­
about three unlicensed down. Hamilton said he bers Johanna Baitlett and 
dogs belonging to Andrew was watching, and saw no Dick Baldwin arrived. 
Hamilton. She said she has dog knocking anyone When the hea1ing ended, 
called Hamilton three down. they asked that Fitzgerald 
times, and left three mes- Heard, speaking as a be appointed for a two 
sages, and has never witness, said that once the month term on the school 
received a return call. The dog came at her, and committee to fill a vacancy. 
dogs have been mnning though Hamilton was Elections ai·e in May and in 
free, harassing neighbors' yelling the dog did not order to keep that seat he 
chickens, going into other respond. will have to be voted in. 
yards and intimidating chil- Hamilton said the dogs In other news, the 
dren and mnning out after are still leaining to respond selectboard considered, but 
people walking on the to voice command. He did not necessaiuy decide 
street. generally trains them and on a special meeting 

Hamilton came into the walks them off leash only Wednesday Mai·ch 7th to 
hea1ing weaiing full over- in the back of his prope1ty, sign a contract with 
alls and high winter boots where they ai·e not distract- Seaboai·d Solai· ofDanbmy, 
from a day in the weather. ed by other people, and CT. The contract is not 
He said, "I don't have a where there are no other ready, but in general terms, 
phone, so who are you call- people they can bother. Wendell would act as host 
ing?" Asked by Keller what municipality for a ten 

He said he has nearly she recommended megawatt solar installation 
finished installing an elec- Houghton said, "Some that Seaboard would build, 
tric fence for the dogs, but clai'ity." The dogs must be not necessai'ily in the bor­
he has been having trouble licensed, and, until the ders of the town. 
hying to get several used electi'ic fence is finished As host, Wendell would 
chargers to work and pro- and operating, the dogs pay a reduced rate on its 
duce enough voltage to must be on a leash or inside municipal electric bills, and 
hold the dogs in. at all times. get compensated for the 

Hamilton said with the Selectboard member electricity Seaboard Solai· 
snowsto1m going on out- Jeoffrey Pooser said the sells elsewhere, but the ten 
side the town office win- complaints seem chronic megawatts of net mete1ing 
<lows, he would be able to and serious. He asked gain Wendell might get if it 
make enough money plow- Hamilton, "What do you built its own local solar 
ing to buy a new charger. think should happen if airay would be used up. 

Since he got the letter tomoffow a dog jumps up Selectboard member 
from the dog officer, the on someone?" Hamilton Jeoffrey Pooser said mem­
dogs have been restrained, answered, that it depends bers of the town's energy 
"except for some minor on the circumstances. He task force felt they had 
bolting." said the electric fence is been excluded from discus-

Though he said he had tight to the house in front, sions with Seaboard Solar 
no phone, Hamilton added and all he needs is a charg- and should be info1med 
he had heard only two er which he will get after and included in any more 
complaints, and asked, "Is the snowstorm eains him discussions involving that 
this the standard? Two somemoneyfromplowing, see 'WENDELL pg 11 
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NOTES FROM ERVING SELECTBOARD 
Selectboard, Spare that Building 

NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
G-M Working Together 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
On Monday, March 5th, 
the Usher Mill re-use 
committee asked the 
Erving selectboard for 
more time to make a pres­
entation to annual town 
meeting, on May 9th, in 
an attempt to save the his­
toric boiler building and 
chimney at the former 
Usher Mill site, on Arch 
Street in Erving Center, 
from the wrecking ball. 

The town is due to take 
possession of the Usher 
Mill site for back taxes in 
mid-March from the cur­
rent owner, Patriots 
Environmental, a salvage 
firm out of Worcester that 
has already stripped the 
mill complex of valuable 
materials for the resale 
market. Patriots 
Environmental has not 
paid the town any taxes on 
the property since they 
took possession of the for­
mer shoe facto1y, follow­
ing a devastating arson 
fire at the site on July 
30th, 2007. That fire 
destroyed two of the main 
buildings on site, and 
these have since been tom 
down. 

The salvage firm has 
not secured the site ade­
quately to prevent tres­
passers, despite repeated 
orders from the county 
building inspector and 
town fire chief to do so. 

At last year's annual 
town meeting, Erving vot­
ers approved spending 
$500,000, to demolish 
stmchrres and clean up the 
approximately four acre 
site. 

Last month, the select­
board authorized the con­
sulting fum of Tighe and 
Bond to prepare a bid doc­
ument for demolition of 
all other stmchrres at the 
mill complex, except for 
the boiler building and its 
chimney. 

This week, the select­
board agreed to give the 
Usher Mill reuse commit­
tee: Linda Downs­
Bembmy, Jeff Dubay, 
Sarah Vega-Liros, Ga1y 

Burnett, and Jeanie 
Sche1messer, a chance to 
make a pitch to the annual 
town meeting to save the 
boiler building. The boiler 
building, which resembles 
two concrete and brick 
barns attached together, 
topped by cleresto1y win­
dows, is approximately a 
cenhuy old, 90 feet 
square, with a single main 
story on one side, and 
smaller rooms, along with 
the mills original boiler 
and smokestack, on the 
other side. 

The reuse committee 
proposes that the town 
should essentially moth­
ball the building, after 
replacing the roof at cost 
estimated by Tighe and 
Bond of $270,000. 
Committee member Jeff 
Dubay, a contractor in pri­
vate life, calls that figure 
"inflated," and said he 
would jump at the chance 
to repair the leaking roof 
and secure the building for 
$50,000. 

In fuhll'e years, the 
committee hopes the town 
will be able to secure 
grant funds to renovate the 
building, which the com­
mittee believes has the 
potential to attract tourism 
from nearby Route 2. 

Town administrative 
coordinator Tom Sharp 
said, "The committee did 
a good job convincing our 
selectboard that this could 
be a culhu·al opporhinity 
to attract tourists off 
Route 2 to view the indus­
trial architechrre and his­
to1y of the town. It's right 
by the Millers River. 
There are few prettier 
spots that I've discovered 
in Erving." 

In other news, the 
board heard budget pre­
sentations for level funded 
requests from the asses­
sors, and the treasurer col­
lector's office. The emer­
gency management team 
of Luke Hartnett and 
Laura Conway also pre­
sented a budget request, 
up 25%, or $2,500, from 
last year. 

The town's emergency 
planning department, after 
dealing with more than 
one severe sto1m leading 
to widespread power out­
ages in recent years, 
would like to establish an 
emergency operations 
center in the basement of 
town hall, and is encour­
aging the town to ftmd an 
additional capital request 
for an as yet tmdete1mined 
sum, in the tens of thou­
sands of dollars, to pur­
chase and install a back­
up 135 kilowatt generator 
at the new senior center, 
along with an 150 kilowatt 
generator between the 
town hall and the Erving 
Center fire station, to 
serve both buildings. 

Sharp said the select­
board was receptive to the 
emergency planners' 
request, and would work 
with highway superinten­
dent Paul Prest to reduce 
the final cost to the town 
of installing emergency 
generators. 

In addition to the 
selectboard meeting, on 
Monday town hall hosted 
what Sharp referred to as, 
"a record number of meet­
ings since I got here nine 
years ago." 

Those included sign­
ups with the recreation 
committee for softball and 
baseball, a conservation 
commission meeting, and 
meetings between the 
finance committee and the 
school committee (which 
feahrred finance commit­
tee chair Stanley 
Gradowski sto1ming out 
of town hall in high dudg­
eon) and also a meeting 
between the finance com­
mittee and more than a 
dozen town employees, 
who were upset that that 
finance board was, for the 
second year nmning, rec­
ommending cutting the 
percentage the town con­
tributes to employee 
health benefits by 2%. 

Last year, the town cut 
the percentage of its con­
tribution to employees' 

see ERVING pg 11 

ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
atmosphere in the school 
conference room was 
relaxed and collegial, as 
six members of the Gill­
Montague school commit­
tee met to continue devel­
oping their portion of the 
accelerated improvement 
plan (AIP). This project 
aims to develop an adden­
dum to the school district's 
AIP, to be submitted to the 
Department of Elementary 
and Seconda1y Education 
(DESE). Deb Moiles, who 
has been providing profes­
sional development to the 
school committee, facili­
tated the meeting. Moiles' 
se1vices are provided by 
the Massachusetts 
Association of School 
Committees. 

The task is a struchrred 
one, with a form to be 
filled out with agreed 
goals and objective out­
comes. The idea is that the 
group not only set goals, 
but also list actions the 
committee will take to 
achieve them, and specify 
what kind of outcome 
could be expected if all 
actions were taken and all 
projects successfully com­
pleted. These tasks are for 
the benefit of the school 
committee itself, and 
include actions the com­
mittee can take and choic­
es members can make, 
such as decisions about 
spending based on the 
needs of the sh1dents, in 
suppo1t of the district AIP. 

Moiles made the point 
that the school committee 
is the oversight board for 
the district, not the 
"doers." Moiles cautioned 
members not to set them­
selves up for too much 
work, but instead to set the 
conditions for success. 

Sandra Brown of Gill 
said, "We want to be for­
ward looking, but not box 
ourselves in." She support­
ed the approach the group 
was taking in completing 
the AIP, "Simplify, get it 
done." 

This effort has been 

going on for many weeks, 
and the fo1m is largely 
completed, with the school 
committee now working 
on tightening up language, 
simplifying their state­
ments and directives so 
that what their stated goals 
and objectives will be 
clear to themselves and 
the public, as well as the 
DESE. 

After some debate, the 
committee resolved that 
their primary objective is, 
"To ftmction as a tinited, 
goal oriented, forward 
moving and civil school 
committee that creates an 
environment in which all 
shldents can reach their 
full potential." 

To ftll'ther the success 
of the school committee 
and the school district in 
its effo1ts to get out of 
Level 4 stah1s, the ques­
tion is how to demonstrate 
support for the school 
administration, teachers 
and sh1dents. Michael 
Langknecht, chair, and 
members Jennifer 
Waldron, Sandy Brown, 
Jane Oakes, Marge 
Levenson, and Emily 
Monosson debated word-
ing and intention, with 
Moiles' guidance, as she 
cautioned them that the 
school committee does not 
deliver education, but 
rather suppo1ts the effo1ts 
of those who do. 

"By supporting the 
implementation of the 
AIP,theschoolcommittee 
will create the conditions 
that will allow the district 
to sustain the changes and 
improvements that are the 
focus of the plan." A con­
cern voiced by several 
members, including 
Langknecht, Brown and 
Emily Monosson of 
Montague, was that the 
work that is being done 
during this two year 
process will be maintained 
into the fuhrre. The state­
ment addresses that. 

Some additional Ian-
guage is required to indi­
cate that part of this out­
come will be a 10% 

increase in test scores, a 
condition that makes the 
members uncomfortable 
but they have clearly 
adjusted to tmderstanding 
the necessity of doing 
what the state requires 
them to do. 

In fact, at some point, 
Monosson said she felt the 
process had brought the 
school committee mem­
bers closer together. This 
was evident in Tuesday's 
meeting as there was a 
good spirit of cooperation, 
with members working 
together to accomplish the 
task at hand. There was 
vigorous debate as they 
worked on tightening up 
language, clarifying inten­
tions, with a focus on their 
role in leading the district. 

In accepting the need to 
produce a document that 
meets the requirements of 
the state, the school com­
mittee members seem to 
have overcome their resist­
ance to being directed 
(required) to do what the 
state demands, adjusting 
their thinking in their 
desire to meet the goal of 
bringing the district into 
compliance and out of 
Level 4 stahls. 

In an effort to commu­
nicate better with the com-
mtinity, there was some 
discussion of providing 
public fomms, informa­
tional presentations and 
oppo1ttmities for public 
discussion sessions around 
important issues as they 
arise. 

Langknecht raised the 
matter of establishing 
norms of behavior for the 
school committee mem­
bers. Moiles said this 
would be better done as a 
professional development 
piece, after their adden­
dum to the AIP is submit­
ted to the DESE for 
approval. The district AIP 
was approved by the 
DESE last year. There is a 
projected date for comple­
tion of the school commit­
tee po1tion of Jtme 2012. 

It was agreed they 

see SCHOOL pg 11 
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A red I.ink Belt excavator stands in the shadow of the yellow Kobe/co 
excavator on the Gill-Montague bridge as thry work in tandem lifting the old 
18,000 pound fascia beams that had been supporting pedestrian railings on 

the edge of the sidewalk. 
BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH line in his hand. A state engineer 
GREAT FALLS - For years, the took a dim view of the brave man, 
state of Massachusetts had dili- and his employment was quickly 
gently inspected the Gill- te1minated. 
Montague bridge, with under SPS began a thorough recon-
bridge inspection equipment. stmction of the bridge about two 

State inspectors noted the con- years ago. The contactor removed 
tiimed deterioration, until Mass the railings on the side without a 
Highway finally decided to sidewalk (the west side) and 
spmce up the bridge with a quick tiucked them to WTE for recy­
cleaning and paiI1ting. cling. SPS replaced the fascia 

Mackin Constiuction compa- beams, installed new railings, 
ny got the job, back iI1 1995. erected decorative sti·eet lights 

Mackin employees began and reSUifaced the west side of 
removing and tiucking railings the roadway. 
from the pedesti-ian walkway to SPS is now engaged in demol­
Mackin's sand bank, where a tent ishing and rebuilding the east side 
had been erected with a 'negative of the b11dge, the side with a side­
air presSUI·e' system. walk. Damage from spray from 

Negative air pressure is the dam has dete11orated this side 
bureaucracy-speak for 'vacuum.' to a greater extent. 

Fans vacuumed the au-inside Reconstmction involves 
the tent through filters designed widening the bridge smface using 
to trap dust laden with lead, as cantilevered beams thiust out 
masked workers sand blasted the toward the dam to supp01t a new 
railings. sidewalk, in the fo1m of a shelf. 

Two problems arose. First, an SPS used a Kobelco excavator 
inspector found that dust laden au- equipped with a pavement break­
was bypassiI1g the filters. Second, er to demolish the old sidewalk. A 
after sand blastiI1g, there was ve1y canvas demolition blanket kept 
little left of the thimbles on the deb11s from falling into the 1-iver. 
ends of the railings to fit into the While the job, at times, did 
sockets on the railing posts. not sh.ow much activity, work out 

"Sandblasting left the railings of sight m1demeath the b11dge 
paper thin," Mike MackiI1 said. was continuing in preparation for 
"You could push your finger the drastic removal and replace­
through the railing." ment of beams, placing of reiI1-

It proved impractical to repau- forcing rods and decking for 
the railings, and the quick-fix eventual resmfacing. 
project was quickly te1minated. While often inconvenient, the 

Dm-ing the railing dismantling b11dge reconstiuction is hist01y in 
at the bridge, one dare-devil the making, and will soon be seen 
employee, suited up in a harness, as a major improvement to our 
walked about holding the safety area. 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MERIDA, YUCATAN -

January 27th 
On the streets every day 

women set up small tables and 
sit with huge knives peeling 
fresh fruits, oranges, grape­
fmit, mangoes, papaya. These 
are placed iI1 plastic bags and 
are often sprinkled with cinna­
mon. The most elaborate are 
cut in small portions and lay­
ered in plastic bags and sold 
with a spoon. The air is full of 
the scent of citms peel. Also 
for sale are shelled nuts, whole 
fried potatoes and corn 
steamed whole in the husk. 

While much American food 
is available - hamburgers, hot 
dogs, pizza - we want to eat 
the local foods and so far have 
enjoyed wonderful grilled fish 
stuffed with seafood, chicken 
in black bean sauce and a 
grilled mixture of pork, chick­
en, and fish all served with 
fresh wa1m tortillas, avocado 
and sliced limes. The food is 
mildly spicy and flavorful 
although. hot chili sauces are 
always on the table as well for 
the brave. 

January 28th 
We walk a number of miles 

each day. Our leg muscles 
know it and our bodies are all 
the better for it. This may be 
the only vacation on which I 
actually lose a few pounds. The 
pavement is very uneven; dur­
iI1g our first couple of days I 
am close to falling a few times 
as I am too busy looking 
around. One day Ken badly 
stubs his toe on a hefty iron 
ring embedded in the sidewalk. 
He does a great recovery wor­
thy of Charlie Chaplin but we 
provide a huge amount of 
entertainment for a passing 
tmck occupied by three 
Mexicans who point, laugh and 
shout, "Gringo!" We dub any 
trick of the sidewalk a Gringo 
getter and in a few days 
achieve the ability to scan the 
footing AND view our sur­
roundings without peril. 

The streets in Merida are a 
constant work in progress. 
Eve1y few blocks one is beiI1g 
tom up, largely a matter of , 
extremely manual labor via 
pick axe, shovel and often just MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 
a bar of metal jabbed repeated-
ly. Occasionally, there is also a 
machine, bucket on one end 
and jack hammer on the other. 
The repaving is very quick 
however. People here work 
extremely long hours contra1y 
to the "mafiana myth" about 
sleepy, lazy Mexicans. After 
the roadway has been tom up, 
the men smooth a surface of 
watered sand and rocks and the 
cement mixer comes. The final 
product is incredibly smooth 
with stone cut and polished and 
then marked like tile on a floor. 

Today we have walked a 
good five miles to explore 
Merida's version of the 
Champs Elysee. This is a love­
ly tree lined avenue featuriI1g 
some of the oldest homes in the 
city many of which now house 
museums or governmental 
services. This is also the dis­
trict where many tourists stay. 
It features a Hyatt and Best 
Western, Starbucks and 
Henessey's Irish Pub and lo 
and behold Walmart and 
Costco! We return to the main 
square for a meal of grilled 
fish, to1tillas and sauces with 
rice preceded by a well­
deserved ice cold Mexican 
beer. At the hotel it is siesta 
time. 

January 29th 
Izamal is a small village an 

hour and a half bus ride from 
Merida. We set out on a hot, 
sunny day to see the Mayan 
pyramids and an enormous 
church dating from the 15th 
century. Our tourism policia 
guard is Luis who is no more 
than four feet tall with a 
hunched back, a harelip and an 
immense knowledge of the 
church's history. 
He takes my hand, gives me a 
welcoming kiss and admonish.­
es me gently to remove my hat 
before going into the sanctua1y. 

This large, stucco buildiI1g has 
seen many restorations; some 
of the ancient, faded wall 
paintings are still in progress. 
It was built on the foundation 
of a previous Mayan temple. 
Apparently it was common 
practice for the invading 
Spaniards to destroy the Mayan 
buildings, often usiI1g the old 
stones for their own purposes. I 
have next to no Spanish but 
Luis' list of dates and poiI1ted 
indications of all aspects of the 
building and grounds make 
much of the histo1y clear. The 
many rows of pews in the sanc­
tua1y lead the eye to the altar­
piece which is elaborately dec­
orated in gold with saints and 
the Virgin Maiy. Despite the 
prohibition of headgear, photo­
graphs are allowed and many 
have their pictures taken at the 
altar. 

In an alcove outside the 
main sai1ctua1y is another pic­
ture of the Virgin. It is sur­
rounded by hundreds of tiny 
photos of those hoping for her 
healing of their illnesses. Some 
have also left locks of hair. 
Luis touch.es his heart to indi­
cate the passionate wishes of 
the faithful ai1d then snaps our 
picture. 

We hike through the small 
village that is Izamal ai1d find 
the mins of a Mayai1 pyramid, 
which, despite its partial col­
lapse is immense in its dimen­
sions and in the enormous 
effo1t involved in h.auliI1g and 
stacking the large stones that 
form the triangular base all the 
way to the top. Surprisingly, 
visitors are not prohibited from 
clambering about, sheltered 
from the sun by the trees and 
sh.rnbs which have spring up 
between the breaks in the 
stones. 

see GARDENER page 16 
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Wendell Examines 
Solar Contract 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • 

BY KATIE NOLAN - The 
Wendell energy committee met 
Monday night with Dave TI1omas 
of Seaboard Solar and selectboard 
member Dan Keller, to ask ques­
tions and offer input on a contract 
the town has been negotiating 
with Seaboard to make the town 
of Wendell a solar power devel­
opment "host customer." 

The February 28th special 
town meeting authorized the 
selectboard to enter into a solar 
power purchase or net metering 
credit purchase agreement. 
Monday's meeting was called to 
better acquaint energy committee 
members about the agreement 
with Seaboard and its effects on 
Wendell. 

Keller said the selectboard 
wants to sign the contract "as soon 
as possible," but the board was 
open to further input from towns­
people. He said it was possible the 
agreement could be signed at the 
next selectboard meeting, on 
March 14th. 

Thomas explained the proposal 
this way: "We build the system, 
but the meter says Wendell." 
Wendell would be allocated acer­
tain amount of electricity generat­
ed by the photovoltaic anay, such 
as 200 kilowatt hours, at a 
reduced rate for use in municipal 
buildings. For the rest of the elec­
ni.city generated, Seaboard would 
pay Wendell "rent," while selling 
the excess power elsewhere. 
Thomas estimated the net advan­
tage to the town, between reduced 
elecni.city costs and "rent" would 
amount to approximately $70,000 
per year. 

Thomas explained that 
Seaboard makes a profit from 
selling the elecni.city it generates, 
from federal tax credits for solar 
energy, and from selling the solar 
renewable energy credits. 

According to Seaboru·d's web­
site, "Our revenue comes from the 
power companies in the fo1m of 
Solar Renewable Energy 
Ce1tificates (SRECs). Because of 
a se1i.es of new laws in several 
states, big power companies have 
to buy our SRECs when we sup­
ply clean energy to our customer." 
The "rent" paid to Wendell would 
be a small po1tion of the money 
Seaboard would realize from sell­
ing SRECs. 

see SOLAR pg 13 
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Buy Your Sweetie a 
Valentine's Massage 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 
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ways to talk about it." 

It's tiue, many of us have 
wanted to believe that re-creat­
ing old growth forests in the East 
will replicate pre-Colonial con­
ditions and foster stability in the 
ecosystem. But a graphic Mann 
flashed of that era showed folly 
half of the area east of the 
Appalachians, and a consider­
able amotmt west of them, as 
"savanna" with "bison grazing 
in Georgia and New York." 
These grasslands were created 
and systematically maintained 
by native burning, Mann said. 

Reforestation, as it was 
encouraged in Texas, created 
conditions for the massive forest 
fires there last year. 

From beneath the teeming 
rainforest of the Amazon basin, 
in areas made visible once the 
growth was cleared out by the 
advance of Western-style ranch­
ing, have emerged distinct signs 
of earlier fanning. Ditches 
stretch for miles, ancient road­
ways do as well, and thousands 
of acres of regularly shaped, 
"raised-bed" type fields are 
revealed, along with motmds to 
lift whole villages and even 
cities above floodwaters. 

There, the "di.it," as Mann 
called it, is infosed by ancient 
fa1mers with charcoal - an addi­
tive that turned normally almost 
lifeless n·opical soil into a vital 
growing medium. 

The implication, usually 
unspoken, was that practices like 
this South American rainforest 
agricultural system might have 
been sustainable. 

But a cataclysmic global 
event ended the Amazonian cul­
ture, the same event that killed 
off, Mann said, "somewhere 
between two-thirds and 90 per­
cent" of the entfre native popula­
tion of the Americas. 

That event was the affival of 
European explorers with thei.i' 
diseases. European smallpox, 
influenza, typhus, measles, 
cholera, malaria, bubonic 
plague, tuberculosis, mumps, 
yellow fever, pertussis, these 
ge1ms ove1whelmed indigenous 
immune systems, north and 
south. 

Mann flashed a graphic on the 
screen that showed only one dis­
ease in exchange was can'ied east 
- a stI·ain of syphilis - versus 
nearly a score of European dis­
eases caiTied to the New World. 

With deaths at this level, the 
cultures of both Americas vi.itu­
ally collapsed, and the forests -
which presumably had been 
there first - returned to swallow 
the fire pits, middens and bm'ial 
mounds, the ditches, raised 
fields and cities before the first 
colonial settlers of the 17th cen­
tmy ever had a chance to record 
thei.i' existence, let alone thei.i' 
prevalence. 

There is a paiticular explana­
tion for the Ame11can plagues. 
Mann juxtaposed two early 
home inte110rs on the screen, 
one of a mral family's priinitive 
Dutch dwelling, the other of a 
Powhatan Indian dwelling of 
siinilar architectural style (poles 
with skills or hides stI·etched 
over them) in the Chesapeake 
Bay area. The European home 
contained the family's domesti­
cated animals, in an intimacy 
that could only se1ve to exercise, 
shall we say, the immtme sys­
tems of both. The second 
dwelling, in the isolated 
Ame11cas, contained no animals 
- only the skins of dead ones, all 
of whom had spent thei.i' lives in 
the aiiy, sanitizing wild. Mann 
explained that Dutch people -
and Europeans in general -
"swam thousands of years in this 
bacte1'ial soup." They endured 
the special challenge of stuviv­
ing even the occasional mutation 
of an animal disease to human, 
and those who did lived to bring 
thei.i' genes fo1ward. Disease­
canying but ftmctional 
European sailors brought what is 
known as a "vi.i'gin soil" epidem­
ic to the defenseless Indians, cre­
ating "an tmparalleled demo­
graphic catastrophe." 

The "Columbian exchange" 
also brought plants, animals and 
microbes that did the same thing 
to other species, "inadve1tently 
creat.ing an ecological convul­
sion, a seething, convoluted 
explosion." 

Expo1ts to China of South 
Ame11can sweet potatoes, regu­
lar potatoes and maize first 
saved that countiy from staiva­
tion, then made for calamity as 
the new cropping system proved 
vulnerable to massive erosion, 
the worst in the world. 

This general effect continues. 
"Ecological convulsion is the 
new n01m," Mann said. 

The reforestation of the 
Ame11cas that followed the col­
lapse of pre-Colombian cultures, 

he said, was so vast that not only 
did it obscure much of the works 
of American native cultures, it 
drew down the atmospheric car­
bon dioxide worldwide and may 
have triggered the Little Ice Age 
- the 300 yeai-s of abnormally 
cold climate, in ai·eas of the world 
at least, between 1500 and 1800. 

NASA, however, cites this 
period as "a modest cooling of 
the No1thern Hemisphere dm'ing 
this pe110d of less than 1 °C rela­
tive to late 20th century levels." 
Scientists debate the cause and 
even disagree about whether 
something of foll global signifi­
cance happened at that tiine. 

Turning to the present day, 
Mann responded to a question 
about local culture and local 
economy versus centralized and 
globalized human systems by 
saying, "I like local stuff. But 
when my daughter got sick, her 
life was saved by a Japanese 
medicine," made from an 
Oriental plant. "The trouble," he 
added, "is that the pains and 
gaills of globalization are 
tmevenly distI'ibuted. The bene­
fits are often widespread, but the 
iinpacts ai·e concenn·ated." 

Mann cited Laos, where the 
newly revived natural rubber 

industry is now in Chinese cor­
porate hands. Workers suffer 
from awfol conditions and the 
local culture is disintegrating. 
"This is happening because nat­
ural mbber is the best material 
for high-mileage ti.i'es," he said, 
"and the best for the gaskets in 
high-efficiency engines. We can 
enjoy our Prius," he mused, "but 
it's not too much to see that the 
people of Laos get a better deal." 

All in all, local conn·ol, he 
concluded, "ti·anslates into better 
stewardship." 

SUGAR from page 1 
house out back," Telega said. 
"But it was getting dilapidated. 
This is a good spot, here on 
63." 

The Telega family set out 
2,000 pails, and have 2,000 
more taps on a pipeline. So far 
this season, they've produced 
more than 200 gallons of syrup. 

Though they sell some syrup 
wholesale in drums, most of 
their syrup is sold at the sugar 
house. 

"The boys and Priscilla want 
to start selling pancakes, too," 
Telega said. "I think they'd go 
good here." 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG Weclneaday,2/29 

Mann cited the initiative by 
fo1mer president Lula da Silva 
of Brazil setting up a mechanism 
to give land title to the semi­
indigenous population of the 
Amazon basin - "the people 
who've been getting shot and 
driven from thei.i' land." 

Mann emphasizes there ai·e 
"no easy answers." He teaches 
us, though, of some intriguing 
early attempts at agricultural 
systems in areas of No1th and 
South Ame11ca that may 
have been sustainable. II 

He added, "This has been a 
good year. The sugar content in 
the sap has been 50 to 1. We'll 
have another good run tomor­
row when it warms up." 

Telega used to farm, grow­
ing field corn, sweet corn, 
tobacco, and all manner of 
squash. But that's all behind 
him now. 

"I figured when I hit 70, it 
was time to quit farming. Let 
the boys do it if they want to." 

A big late model John Deere 
tractor stood outside the sugar 
house, indicating that his boys 
were not ready to give I~ 
up farming just yet. ~ 
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75 Main Street: Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
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It Figures! 
Kate McGrath, MBA 
Accountant 
413-768-9095 
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;0CO 
For all your accounting needs 

Accountant Specializing in QuickBooks 
Now accepting new accounting clients 
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OEalitp, Creftsmanship. ©riginal G/iwuglir 

69 2nd Street 
Turners Falls 
863-4455 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 ~ 

Closed 
Mondays 

Lunch Delivery for orders of 
$50 or more 

Hot Soup Daily 
call ahead for Special Order Cakes 

Tue - Sat 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Check out our Great Lunch Menu 

Now Open Sundays 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Cakes. Pastries. Coffee. Soup and Bread 

Jonathan Abbott 

SS/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 
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Montague WebWorks Endures DoS Attack 
Denial of Service Attack takes down local website provider for nearly 24 hours 

BY MICHAEL MULLER -
Around 2:00 pm. on Monday, 
March 5th, customers of 
Montague Web Works, includ­
ing the Montague Reporter, 
began to notice that websites 
were either very slow, or not 
loading at all for short periods 
of time. Email was intermittent 
and sometimes produced 
errors. 

The Montague Web Works 
hosting facility in California 
explained that one of their 
Internet Service Providers was 
experiencing problems, and 
many customers in the facility 
were affected. 

As the day progressed, the 
interruptions and blackouts 
became more pronounced. By 
7:00 p.m. that evening, the 
se1ver had to be shut down 
completely - cutting off 150 

from WENDELL page 6 

or any similar project. 
Town coordinator Nancy 

Aldrich reported several small­
er items to the board members. 
Town custodian Lan-y 
Ramsdell has completed a 
clean up check list for people 
who rent the town hall, and 
after reading it board members 
thought it should be included 
with the rental agreement. 

Libra1y trustees would like 

ERVING from page 7 
health plans from 86% to 84%, 
and for retirees from 79% to 
77%. In FY '13, the finance 
committee has recommended 
those percentages be cut again, 
to 82% for active employees, 
and 75% for retirees. 

Town treasurer Margaret 
Sullivan said, "Paul Prest, the 
highway superintendent, 
explained how he could go get a 
job someplace else paying him 
more money. It is the long te1m 
benefits package that has kept 
him working for the town of 
Erving." 

Another employee, accord­
ing to Sullivan, "spoke up about 
being ready to retire, but now he 
will have to work longer to be 
able to afford retirement." 

She said, "Officer Robert 
Holst, the canine officer, 
explained how he took a pay cut 

community and customer web­
sites, 75 of which depend on 
Montague Web Works for 
email, including this newspa­
per. 

Investigation by the server 
administrators at the hosting 
facility revealed that Montague 
Web Works' webserver was 
under a DoS attack, or Denial 
of Se1vice. Essentially, a dra­
matic increase in traffic to one 
IP address caused a strain on 
one of the bandwidth providers, 
which eventually led to a dis­
ruption in service. 

According the Department 
of Homeland Security, "The 
most common and obvious type 
of DoS attack occurs when an 
attacker "floods" a network 
with information. When you 
type a URL for a particular 
website into your browser, you 

to have an area paved for park­
ing between the playground 
fence and the road, and librari­
an Rosie Heidkamp thought the 
cost could go on the annual 
town meeting wan-ant. 

Town hazardous waste coor­
dinator Nina Keller asked for 
the selectboard to be represent­
ed at a Ve1mont Yankee rally, 
date to be announced. Dan 
Keller said he may already be 
attending as part of a group of 

to come to work for Eiving. He 
weighed it all; he's man-ied with 
children, before he took the job, 
to make sure he would have sta­
bility and advancement. The 
benefits package was one of the 
things that was very important 
to him . No sooner did he get 
here than benefits were cut by 
2%." 

Finance committee member 
Dan Hammock said the commit­
tee was proposing a 2% cost of 
living increase for salaried town 
workers (not teachers, or elected 
officials, however). The pro­
posed COLA should offset the 
cost of additional health plan 
payments by employees, 
Hammock said. 

"We said you'll be ending up 
ahead. The taxpayers who are 
footing the bill for all this are 
losing their homes to foreclo­
sure, and not getting raises. 

are sending a request to that 
site's computer server to view 
the page. The server can only 
process a certain number of 
requests at once, so if an attack­
er overloads the server with 
requests, it can't process your 
request. This is a 'denial of 
service' because you can't 
access that site." 

The hosting facility worked 
aggressively to control the 
source of the attack. In a con­
ference call it was surmised 
that one or more of the websites 
Montague Web Works hosts had 
experienced an influx in traffic 
caused by the attack. It couldn't 
be immediately determined 
which website, or indeed if it 
was only one website that was 
the target. 

In the end, a cautious re­
deployment was determined to 

local elected officials from 
Franklin County. 

Wendell dropped its request 
for reimbursement for expenses 
resulting from Hun-icane Irene 
because the total extra expense 
was less than the $1,000 thresh­
old. 

As a starting point to better 
defining the responsibilities of 
the town's building inspector, 
Phil Delorey provided the 
selectboard with a copy of the 

They're in the private sector 
where things are changing. 
What we have is approximately 
a half million dollar budget 
shortfall," between department 
requests and town revenues. 

Sullivan said the assessors 
have just heard back from the 
Northfield Mountain pumped 
hydro facility that new growth 
for the town's major industrial 
taxpayer is expected to increase 
by $240,000 this year. 

Hammock said if that is tme, 
it may cause the finance com­
mittee to adjust its recommen­
dation on employee benefits and 
budget cuts. 

As to the school committee, 
the finance committee has rec­
ommended the school commit­
tee hold their budget request to 
no more than a 2½% increase 
for FY'l3, but the school com­
mittee has so far kept to their 

be the best course ... hulling one 
or two websites on at a time 
and then monitoring for any 
new traffic spikes. With 150 
websites to him back on, this 
would take quite a while. 

As website administrator, I 
decided to redeploy my ten 
community websites first, 
including MontagueMA.net, 
and FiveCol-Soc.net, to see if 
the attack was perhaps related 
to something that had been 
posted on one of them. I then 
began redeploying five cus­
tomer websites at a time with a 
half-hour pause between each 
wave, starting with the bigger 
business customers, and those 
running e-commerce websites. 
All Montague Web Works cus­
tomers and websites were up 
and running again by 
Wednesday evening. Any cus-

job description for Athol 's 
building inspector. 

A bridge on Mormon 
Hollow Road over Lyon's 
Brook was recently inspected 
and dete1mined to be in good 
shape. Board members agreed 
to forward the report to the 
highway commission. Keller 
commented that the bridge is as 
much a large culvert as a 
bridge. u 
original plan to seek a 12- 13% 
increase, or $278,000 over last 
year's number. 

Sharp said the school com­
mittee wants to hire four special 
education specialists, to deal 
with the rising population (now 
pegged at 30% of the total 
school body) of shldents with 
special needs. 

Hammock said, "We're oper­
ating with a murual respect, hy­
ing to keep in mind the taxpay­
ers' taxes keep going up each 
year, while the school commit­
tee is keeping the needs of the 
kids in school in mind." 

Newly hired town ti·ee war­
den, Chris Stacy, was able to 
keep his budget request level at 
$8,500, despite the fact he has 
already used up that entire 
amount for FY'l2 dealing with 
the afte1math of at least 
two major storms. II 

tomers still experiencing prob­
lems should call: (413) 320-
5336. 

While this work proceeded, 
the hosting facility administra­
tors identified a few compro­
mised online gaming se1vers as 
the culprits in the DoS attack. 
The owners were contacted and 
the attack from those machines 
ceased. 

The hosting facility is con­
tinuing its investigation with 
their network providers to 
determine whether there are 
more se1vers at work, or if the 
attack is truly over. This may 
take a few days, but for now the 
worst appears to be over. 

Montague Web Works is now 
assessing prevention plans to 
prevent recurrences. 

Michael Muller is the owner 
of Montague WebWorks. 
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would hold the professional 
development session before the 
May 21st election to set standards 
and no1ms of behavior for school 
committee members so that the 
ctment members can complete 
this work and pass on to new 
members what they have learned. 

The school committee will 
meet to continue work on this task 
on March 28, 2012 at 6:00 pm. in 
the Turners Falls High School 
conference room. The next regu­
lar school committee meeting will 
be held on March 13 at Turners 
Falls High School TV srudio at 

7:00pm. II 

T en"lple Israel 
of Greenfield 
Purim Carnival &. 
Hebrew School 

Open House 
Sunday. March n 
u am. to 112:30 pm 

ZJ Pnerce St. GreenJfAelld 
Allll are welcome. 

Play games, eat hamantashen, meet 
teachers and families. 

Our students learn Jewish ritual, 
culture and ethics in an open, joyful 
environment. We welcome inter-faith 

and gay and lesbian parents. 
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Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury ---------P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 

(413) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

TREE SERVICE 

Licen5ed and ln5ured 

Christopher J. Morin, owner 
7 Kimberly Lane 
Turners Falls 

413-S22-6119 

£XC£11£NC£ IN 
TR££ CAR£ 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

4 hour emergency towin 
t service licensed Meehan 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

t(tj{'.E 'lf 'A1tp w· ,.r 
~1si 1<'S~ 

Irish Seisiun Music 
Thursday 4 - 7 

Friday 9 -1 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & GOOD T!MIES 

163 Sunderland Rd.• Amherst 
(413) 548-6900 

DOLAN & D0t1-\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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FUKUSIDMA from page 1 
mism." He cited more than 1500 
fuel rods still dangerously 
exposed to the open atmosphere 
at Unit Four alone. 

Fo1mer Montague resident 
Harvey Wasserman, writing for 
the Free Press last month, noted 
that Tasaka's statements came as 
a new temperature spike unex­
pectedly stmck Fukushima Unit 
Two. For reasons not yet clear, 
heat releases in excess of 158 
degrees Farenheit spewed from 
the core, prompting Tokyo 
Electric to pump in more water 
and boric acid in an attempt to 
damp down an apparently on­
going chain reaction. Professor 
Tasaka and others wam that this 
in tum will contribute to spread­
ing still more radiation into the 
water table and oceans. 

Justin McCuny, writing in 
Global Watch on March 1st, said, 
"One year on, little can prepare 
you for a close-up view of 
Fukushima Daiichi' s damaged 
reactors." McCuny was pait of 
an official press tour of the site 
two weeks ago. He wrote, "At 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant, the cleanup looks 
like it has barely begun. Instead, 
the real work is being done, 
unseen, deep inside the crippled 
reactors, where the precise condi­
tion of the melted fuel remains a 
myste1y. 

''The destmctive force of three 

"In the town of 
Naraha, most of the 
buildings emerged 
unscathed from the 
quake, but the streets 
are deserted. We pass 
a convenience store 
with its stock sitting 
untouched on shelves, 
and a parking lot dot­
ted with cars that were 
abandoned in the 
ensuing panic." 

- Justin Mccurry 
Global Watch 

Cr,pyCat Prifa Slwt 
ltnrM You More 

reactor meltdowns is evident as 
soon as the bus carrying a small 
group of joumalists invited by the 
plant's operator, Tokyo Electric 
Power (Tepco ), enters the 20-
kilometer (13-inile) exclusion 
zone imposed after the first reac­
tor building exploded on March 
12th oflast year. 

"During the short joumey to 
the plant from J. Village - a soc­
cer training complex that is now 
the logistical base for the 

What 
happens 

next, Mom? 

Antinuclear campaigner in Tokyo 

Fukushima Daiichi cleanup oper­
ation - radiation monitors ale1t us 
to the invisible enemy that has 
driven 100,000 people from their 
homes." 

Reporting for Energy News 
last month, Akikio Okazaki 
wrote, "A mind-boggling 40,000 
trillion becquerels of radioactive 
cesium, twice the amount previ­
ously thought, may have spewed 
from the crippled Fukushima No. 
1 nuclear power plant after the 
Mai·ch 11th disaster, scientists 
now say. 

''The figure, which represents 
about 20 percent of the discharge 
during the 1986 Chemobyl 
nucleai· disaster, is twice as large 
as previous estimates by research 
institutions both in Japan and 
overseas." 

Cesium-137, a carcinogen 
with a 30-year half life, is an 
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entirely manmade radioactive 
particle that did not exist in 
nature before the splitting of the 
atom in the Manhattan Project. 
The body absorbs the beta einitter 
through food and water, and it 
concentrates in the muscles. 

Okazaki wrote the new figure 
for cesium released at 
Fukushima, ''was calculated on 
the basis of radioactive content of 
seawater sampled at 79 locations 
in the north Pacific and is thought 

to more accurately 
reflect reality than previ­
ous simulation results. 
Scientists believe that 
ai·ound 30 percent of the 
radioactive substances 
discharged during the 
crisis fell on land, while 
the rest fell on the sea. 

"In the meantime, 
TEPCO on Febma1y 
28th began pouring 
cement on a trial basis 
from a marine platform 
onto the seabed in the 
port at the Fukushima 
No. 1 nuclear plant. The 
work is intended to 
cover seven hectai·es of 
seabed inside the break-
waters. 

"The aim is to prevent 
radioactive cesium that accumu­
lated there from spreading off­
shore. The project is expected to 
take four months to finish." 

Meanwhile, gaps in the 
Japanese government's food test­
ing program have been plugged 
ad hoc by local citizens paying 
for their own crops to be tested, 
wrote Ma1tin Fackler in the New 
York Ti.mes last month. An uproai· 
resulted after rice near 
Fukushima was found to be con­
taminated with cesium in excess 
of govemment safety levels. 

Those levels have already 
been loosened to allow school 
children in the city of Fukushima 
to be exposed to levels of radia­
tion at the same annual dose rate 
as nucleai· power plant workers. 

As TEPCo's operators attempt 
to bring the ruined reactors under 

uu;, . 

control and stem the ongoing 
release of radioactivity from the 
site, much of the water pumped 
in to cool the reactors, "gets 
stored in the squat, gray tanks 
that have replaced the trees that 
once grew throughout the sprawl­
ing Fukushima Daiichi com­
pound," wrote Phred Dvorak in 
the Wall Street Journal last 
month. Miles of orange, black 
and gray hoses snake between the 
blasted containment buildings 
and the storage tanks and make 
shift filtration systems. "TEPCo 
has the capacity to store 165,000 
tons of contaminated water, said 
Katsuhiko Iwaki, deputy manag­
er of the Fukushima Daiichi sta­
bilization center. About 125,000 
tons of water already is being 
stored." 

Sabrina Richards, writing in 
the Scientist in Februa1y, noted 
the decline of bird populations 
arotmd Fukushima in the last 
yeai·, a decline that has paralleled 
an eai·lier drop in resident bird 
populations around Chernobyl 
after the 1986 nucleai· disaster in 
the Ukraine. 

She wrote, ''The prolonged, 
relatively larger impacts on 
Chernobyl communities point to 
possible sustained, longer te1m 
impacts on organisms that may 
reflect cumulative, nmltigenera­
tional consequences of mutation 
accumulation within populations. 
The disaster at Chernobyl, and 
now Fukushima, provide unique 
opportunities to assess the risks 
and hazards of prolonged expo­
sure to mutagenic contaminants 
that likely have relevance for 
other commtmities inhabiting the 
regions affected by these disas­
ters." 

In the 1970s, three General 
Electric engineers including Dale 
Bridenbaugh, resigned their posi­
tions due to concerns that the 
Mark I containment system in 
use at Fukushima, and at 23 reac­
tors of the same design in the 
United States, could fail under 
accident conditions. 

A Nuclear Regulatory 

March 8, 2012 

Former G .E. engineer 
Dale Bridenbaugh told 
ABC news in an inter­
view last year about the 
potential failure of the 
Mark-Il containment 
sysetm during a loss of 
coolant accident. "The 
impact loads the con­
tainment would receive 
by this very rapid 
release of energy could 
tear the containment 
apart and create an 
uncontrolled release." 

Cominission analysis of the 
potential failure of the Mai·k I 
under accident conditions con­
cluded in a 1985 repo1t that Mark 
I failure within the first few hours 
following core melt would 
appear rather likely. In 1986, 
Harold Denton, then the NRC's 
top safety official, told an indus­
try trade group that the "Mark I 
containment, especially being 
smaller with lower design pres­
sure, in spite of the suppression 
pool, if you look at the WASH 
1400 safety study, you'll find 
something like a 90% probability 
of that containment failing." 

Neve1theless, in the aftermath 
of Fukushima, the NRC has done 
nothing to implement lessons 
leamed from the failure of the 
Mai·k I design to prevent the 
uncontrolled release of massive 
amounts of radioactivity to the 
suffotmding countiyside. The 
aging GE Mark I boiling water 
reactors in this cotmtry are 
allowed to continue operating, as 
if Fukushima never happened. 

The Ve1mont Yankee rea.ctor 
in Vernon, Ve1mont is a Mark-I 
rea.ctor. It is nmning at 120% of 
its original design capacity, with 
the NRC's approval. 

A few weeks after the 
Fukushima triple meltdowns, the 
NRC gave pe1mission for 
Vermont Yankee to continue 
operating for another 20 11111!■ 
yeai·s. 11_!1 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

More Brain Stimulation Therapies (Caveat Emptor) 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - [Second of two 
columns on brain-stimulation 
therapies.] 

Transcranial Magnetic 
Stimulation (lMS), which was 
explained in a previous column, 
is a relatively new procedure 
used to treat moderate depression 
when medication and psy­
chotherapy are not effective. 
During lMS, doctors place an 
electromagnet against your head 

More study is needed to estab­
lish TMS's effectiveness. But, 
there are other therapies. 

Electroconvulsive Therapy 

SOLAR from page 9 
The Mass Department of 

Energy Resources (DOER) 
requires each regulated electricity 
supplier or provider se1ving retail 
customers in the state to include 
15% qua.lifying renewables in the 
mix of electricity it sells, by 
December 31st, 2020. The regu­
lated elecu·icity suppliers or 
providers show compliance by 
buying SRECs at auction. 

SRECs ai·e granted to solar 
energy generators like Seaboard 
under the DOER Renewable 
Energy Po1tfolio Standard (RPS). 
DOER desc11bes its "RPS Solar 
Caive-Out" as a mai·ket-based 
incentive to suppo1t developing 
400 megawatts of solai· photo­
voltaic (PV) across the state. 

Under the municipal program, 
a PV developer finances, con­
stlucts, and operates the PV sys-

Electroconvulsive therapy has 
been around the longest. It was 
developed in 1938. It has been 
proven safe and effective for the 
treatment of depression. ECT is 
usually employed when antide­
pressants or psychotherapy aren't 
working. 

The medical community is not 
certain how ECT works. 
However, it appears to produce 
many changes in the brain. One 
study found an 86 percent remis­
sion rate for those with severe 
major depression. 

A popular image of ECT is 
one of a patient writhing in dis­
comfo1t on a bed while seeming 
to be electrocuted. Today, ECT 
does not produce discomfo1t. 

Patients are given general 
anesthesia and a muscle relaxant 
first. Electrodes are placed on the 
head. An electric ctment passes 
through the brain, causing a 
seizure that usually lasts less than 
a minute. The patient's body 
shows no signs of seizure. After 

tern for 20 years, and receives the 
tax incentives and SRECs, while 
a host municipality (such as 
Wendell) buys electricity at a 
reduced rate. The DOER pro­
gram will allow only ten towns to 
become "host customers". Once 
the state reaches the 400 MW 
goal, and the opt-in te1m for solar 
facilities has expired, SRECs will 
no longer be generated. 

Energy committee chair Nan 
Reibschlaeger asked how much 
of Seaboard's solar generated 
electricity would be allocated to 
the town. Thomas replied, "That 
depends on how much you want 
to buy." 

Thomas said that Seaboai·d 
would set the allocation based on 
the amotmt of energy the town 
buildings have used in previous 
years. If the town uses more or 
less than the allocation, according 

1 159 Ave A Turners Falls 
413.863.4373 

www.ahrist.com 

about an hour, the patient usually 
can resume normal activities. 

ECT is usually administered 
about three times a week until the 
patient's depression lifts. It nor­
mally takes six to twelve treat­
ments for results. Sometimes, 
ECT is needed to keep symptoms 
from returning. 

Vagus Nerve Stimulation 
There is one vagus nerve on 

each side of your body. Each 
nerve mns from your brain stem 
through your neck and down to 
your chest and abdomen. 

When VNS is used, a device is 
placed tmder the skin. The device 
sends electrical pulses through 
the left vagus ne1ve. The vagus 
nerves cany messages to paits of 
the brain that control mood. The 
pulses also appeai· to alter brain 
chemicals associated with mood, 
such as serotonin. 

VNS was originally devel­
oped as a treatment for epilepsy. 
VNS remains a controversial 

to Thomas, "We can reconcile at 
the end of the year." 

Reibschlaeger said she had not 
seen language in the contract 
allowing Wendell to end the con­
u·act if Seaboai·d fails to sta1t 
commercial operations. 

Thomas replied the contl11.ct 
does have a pe1fo1mance date. He 
promised to clai'ify the exact sec­
tion of the conu·act with the per­
fo1mance date this week. 

Asked to estimate how soon 
the solar power would actually be 
generated and available for sale, 
Thomas predicted six to nine 
months. He said Seaboard 
afready has leases in place for 
installation of the solar panels on 
approximately 60 acres of com­
mercial rooftops in eastern 
Massachusetts. According to 
Thomas, the fact that Seaboai·d 
afready has leases is ve1y impor-

treatment for depression because 
studies testing its effectiveness in 
treating major depression have 
been mixed. 

In 2005, the U.S. Food and 
Dmg Administration (FDA) 
approved VNS for treating major 
depression if the illness lasted 
two yeai-s or more, was severe or 
recwTent, and if the depression 
had not eased after hying at least 
four other u·eatments. 

Magnetic Seizure Therapy 
Magnetic seizure therapy (MST) 
uses a magnetic pulse instead of 
elecn'icity to stimulate a target in 
the brain. Unlike lMS, MST is 
designed to induce a seizure like 
ECT. So the pulse is given at a 
higher frequency than that used 
in lMS. Therefore, the patient 
must be anesthetized and given a 
muscle relaxant to prevent move­
ment. 

MST is designed to be effec­
tive as ECT while reducing side 
effects. Studies have fotmd that 

tant, signifying the company's 
readiness to move into generating 
power. He said some solai· energy 
companies were providing only 
"smoke and lilllrnrs," not actual 
solar generating capacity. 

Committee member Gloria 
Kegeles asked, "IfWendell want­
ed to be energy self-sufficient in 
20 years, how would this agree­
ment affect that?" 

Thomas replied, "You could 
build a turbine and sell energy to 
residents. For $1.5 million, you 
could build your own solar gener­
ation system and generate your 
own electl'ic power." 

Betsy Ames commented that 
if Wendell built its own solai· gen­
eration systelll, it would not be 
eligible for SRECs, because they 
would afready be allocated to 
Seaboard by the agreement. 

Paul Richmond asked how the 

MST produces fewer memo1y 
side effects, sho1ter seizures, and 
allows for a sho1ter recove1y time 
thanECT. 

The effect of MST on u·eat­
ment-resistant depression isn't 
proven. Studies ai·e tmde1way to 
detennine its effectiveness. 

Deep Brain Stimulation 
Deep brain stimulation (DBS) 

was developed to treat tremor, 
stiffness, walking problems and 
tmconu·ollable movements 
caused by Parkinson's disease. 
Elecu·odes are implanted in the 
brain and conu·olled by a genera­
tor implanted in the chest. 
Stimulation is continuous and its 
frequency and level is cus­
tomized to the individual. 

DBS has only recently been 
studied as a u·eatment for depres­
sion or obsessive compulsive dis­
order (OCD). It is available on an 
expe11mental basis only. 

If you have a question, please 
write to fred@Jlealthygeezer.com 

proposed agreement would affect 
him if he generated solar energy 
on his own prope1ty and wanted 
to sell excess power to a neigh­
bor. 

Thomas said Richmond would 
be able to sell to a residence or 
commercial facility, but not to the 
town of Wendell. Only Seaboard 
could sell electricity to the town 
tmder the conn-act. 

Thomas added the town could 
put in solar systems on eve1y 
building in town; that would not 
be affected by the agreement. 

Keller said the contract had 
been reviewed by town cmmsel 
Koppleman and Paige. Cotmsel 
fotmd the proposed contract 
su·aightforward, and advised that 
the financials in the contract 
"looked reasonable and 
fair to the town." Iii 
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Ferry Meadow Farm - part XXX 
answers. Then she says, 
"Can you get your hair 
tmder this hat?" 

in this town, and then suddenly 
it's not. A car is coming down 
Avenue A, right toward us. I rec­
ognize it immediately and panic. 

"OK," she says, "I'll introduce 
you to people at the faim." Then 
she adds, "What ai·e you hiding 
from?" 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL -
Someone person steps into the 
tunnel, footsteps crunching on 
the sandy floor. 

I think about running, but the 
tunnel seems like a dead end. 

My best chance is to stay very 
still. 

The figure takes a few steps 
forward, then hisses, ''Theresa?" 

It is a woman's voice. But 
there could be other FBI agents 
here. I don't answer. 

''Theresa, it's OK," she whis­
pers. 'Tm here to help. Leah sent 
me." 

I stait breathing again. 
A squeaky sound comes out of 

my mouth which is not really a 
word. 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
TURNERS FALLS - Chaplain 
March, or Mr. March, as he is 
called throughout Geraldine 
Brooks's novel, is a man who 
lives to do good for others and 
to get others to do the same. At 
41 years old while giving a reg­
iment of new recruits to the 
Civil War effort a blessing and a 
send off, he tmpremeditatedly 
commits himself to accompany 
them into the war by the 
strength of three syllables: We 
will go; His wife Marmee, 
standing there listening, hears 

"OK, I brought you a uni­
fo1m," she says, not wasting 
time. "Like mine. Comcast. I'm a 
Park Ranger. This is the electric 
company's prope1ty, but I think 
we'll look official enough. 
You're going to wear this. And a 
hat," she says looking me up and 
down. 

I realize I must be a mess. 
"We'll go to my tmck, and 

drive out of here. That OK?" 
It seems like she is not expect­

ing me to speak, and I am glad. In 
the half dark, I change into the 
unifo1m. 

I find my voice and say, 
"What should I do with these?" 
holding up my muddy pajamas. 

"We'll leave 'em," she 

what he himself doesn't 
yet know-that he will go 
to war in the south with 
these young men mus­
tered on the Common in 
Concord. Seeing her face 
in the crowd he hears her 
silent question and assents 
in answer. "I say "we", 
my friends, because if the 
a1my will have me, I pro­
pose to go with you." 
Throughout the novel Mr. 
March makes much of his 
passionate wife's unruly 
outbursts against slavery; 
she is pa1t of the under­
ground railway system 
with a secret room in their 
house for escaping slaves 
to rest in safety before the 
next leg of their journey 
n01th to Canada. Her tem­

per he sees as a great flaw to be 
improved. It is left to the Reader 
to gauge the value of Mr. 
March's impulses to do good. 

A statmch abolitionist him­
self he is persuaded to invest 
his considerable financial secu­
rity in John Brown's venture 
which he believes is one of 
helping slaves to escape to the 
north. Of course as history tells 
us Brown's goal was insurrec­
tion stopping at nothing. Mr. 
March and his fainily of wife 
and four daughters pay the 

"Yeah," I say, "OK." 
"My name is 

Marissa," she says. "I'll 
do most of the talking, 

if anyone asks us questions. Just 
play along." 

"OK," I say. 
I am relieved when we walk 

out of the tunnel. We move 
quickly to get away from its 
entrance. Soon we are walking on 
the beach and then up toward the 
road. 

Marissa, in her brown uni­
fonn, looks like she has business 
here. I hope that I do, too, and 
walk with as much confidence as 
I can manage. 

We get to the tmck without 
seeing anyone. Marissa gets in 
the driver's seat, and I get in the 
other side. We pull out onto the 
road. It's empty, like it always is 

price for his impulsive invest­
ment, and cease to be the land­
ed gentry with a finely fur­
nished drawing room and are 
forced to"live simply" as Mr. 
March deems it. They undergo 
this change gracefully, with a 
positive attitude, contributing 
daily to its success while Mr. 
March is away helping the war 
effo1t. His exhortations to anti­
abolitionists among the Union 
forces cause him to be asked to 
transfer to working directly 
with the contraband,i.e. slaves. 
Here he sets up a rudimenta1y 
school and does bring some 
sense of possibility to the not­
yet-free field hands on a cotton 
farm called Oakes Landing. 
Just as the second crop of cot­
ton is ready for harvest, in the 
predawn hours, Oakes Landing 
is attacked by southern pro­
slavery guerillas with disas­
trous consequences for eve1y 
one, including Mr. March. He 
smvives , but is no longer the 
man of certainty that he was. 

This then is a deftly written 
sto1y of one man's discove1y of 
himself in the crucible of histo­
ry; Mr. March expects himself 
to rise to any occasion. What 
he learns is that many are 
called to be courageous, but 
few are chosen. 

Marissa says calmly, "Look 
down, so the hat covers your 
face." 

I do that. She turns left, taking 
us onto a side road. Neither ofus 
speak. Marissa is looking more at 
her rear-view inil1'or than the 
road. Finally she says, "They're 
not coming this way." 

I stait breathing again. After a 
while I sta1t to watch out the win­
dow. "Where are we going?" I 
ask. 

"FeffY Meadow," she 
answers. "Have you been there 
before?" 

"No," I say. 
"How do you know Leah 

then?" 
"I don't really. She's a friend 

of-" I hesitate and then say, "a 
friend." 

BY PAT CARLISLE 
GREAT FALLS - Our Barton 
Cove eagle nest was blown from 
its perch atop Eagle Island in last 
summer's big wind sto1m, just 
after we had received the good 
news that a new camera would be 
mmmted above the nest after the 
fledgling left the nest. 

Many residents iniss the daily 
live nest activity shown by our 
local access station, MCTV, 
Channel 17. 

Since the nest blew down last 
summer, eagle watchers have 
kept a careful and hopeful eye on 
activity at Eagle Island, and we 
have not seen the usual pattern of 
eagle nest building behavior, like 
sticks and branches being cairied 
and placed. 

I watched a pair of eagles 
cany on their usual dance of 
comtship last week, which in 
yeai·s past would often lead to an 
egg or two being laid in the nest. 

I am not sure what to say. I 
guess that Leah didn't tell her 
about the doppelganger. 

When I don't answer right 
away, she says, "It's OK, you 
don't have to tell me." 

"Are you really a park 
ranger?" I ask, changing the sub­
ject. 

"Yes, I am one of the lucky 
ones who kept my job when they 
sold the park to Comcast." 

"That's good," I say. Then I 
add, "How do you know Leah?" 

"We both used to work for the 
DCR. Leah lost her job. Budget 
cuts." 

It doesn't take long to get to 
Feny Meadow. Though we ai·e 
not far from my house, it feels 
like a different world. 

Continued Next Issue 

But where is their new nest locat­
ed? 

Have our Barton Cove eagles 
packed their bags and left the area 
for greener aeries? Perhaps the 
failure of three nests on Eagle 
Island over the yeai·s provoked a 
move. 

We need the help of all bird 
watchers to answer this question. 
I will be glad to heai· from anyone 
who may have watched nest 
building activities, and I will 
investigate any repo1ts. Call me at 
863-8386. 
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'Jfw ~:;;- &r'"" a!Jm,tng-
··:i - Burgers & Beer 

't.. .,__==,.,,. ·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

:Nina's 

10% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

"SSS" 
Erotic Art Exhibit 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.ron 

II,., T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl • luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T Winterberry Farm, Leverett: 
Shearing Day, Open Farm, sheep 
shearing 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., food 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, 
Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, 
Acoustic Trio -Warped Americana, 
7:30-10 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Acoustic open mic, with 
Dan, Kip and Shultzy from Curly 
Fingers DuPree hosting. 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Song 
Shop Open Mic, 8 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW until March 31st 
Gallery A3, Amherst: Seeing Into 
Metal, photography by Wendell's 
own Gloria Kegeles. Shooting with 
a vintage Nikon camera, she com­
bines skill, instinct and humor with 
her in-camera compositions. 

MARCH 
Elmer's Store, Ashfield: The Eye, 
The Lens, The Hand: B&W views 
from Wendell photographer 
Morgan Hoyle-Combs. 

NOW through APRIL 1st 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Imitating Art, a student photograph­
ic exhibition featuring attempts to 
photographically reproduce an 

original work of art. 

and fiber sales and fiber demos 
~ 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
i 
~ Montague Bookmill: Rusty Belle, 8 
~ p.m. 
:::, I Wendell Town Hall: Wendell Full 
,,, Moon Coffeehouse featuring 

- ~ Jessica Freeman, proceeds to 
benefit the Wendell Community 
Garden. 7:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Bird Migration, Join 
UMASS Biology professor, Bruce 
Byers, for a discussion on ornithol­
ogy and bird migration, 7 p.m. 

NOW through MARCH 16th 
Augusta Savage Gallery, 
UMASS , Amherst: Fine 
Tuning: Zero Balancing & 
Sustainable Bodies, featur­
ing work by Montague's 
Jenny Chapin and also 
Terry Jenoure, and Alexia 
Cota. 

The Harp, Amherst: Doug Hewitt Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 48 
Solutions, Planemo, Goat Boy, 
rock/indie, 9 p.m. 

MARCH 2nd until MARCH 
28th 
Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: East 
to West-Stories, Games, 
and Festival, an exhibit in 
the Great Hall, Art, history, 
and literature converge in 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault & Friends, Acoustic 
Rock, 8-10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 9 
p.m. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: T JAy, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Chickenwire, 9:30 p.m. 

this exhibit of Chinese- Fi.reseed, with Crystalline Ruby Muse ru1d 
inspired student art centered D • 1 p fc c · F & Th around recreation with fami- ame ac, opell or arne erguson e 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Freres & Pere (Roland) 
Lapierre , folk, rock, Free, 
9:30 p.m. ly and friends. As part of our Cherry ~treet Ban_d at Tl1e Re11~ezvo11s, 011 

valley-wide BIG READ of the Sat111day, Ma1ch 10th a.t 9.30 p.m. 

Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan, art was Group, 9:30 p.m. Free. 
created by public school students 
from the Pioneer Valley Regional Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
district and two Greenfield Lenny's Lounge, 7 p.m. Free. 
schools: Math and Science 
Academy and Discovery School at 
Four Corners. Fridays and 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Uncle 
Hal's Crabgrass Band, 8 p.m. 
Free. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: The Great Falls 
Coffeehouse presents, Duo 
Orfeo. Their use of electric guitars 
and vintage tube amplifiers to 
interpret classical music creates a 
sound that is stunningly gorgeous. 
7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: St 
Paddy's Caribbean Adventure, 
island to Ireland dance party, free, 
9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Burn Town, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Richard 
Chase Group, acoustic driven 
originals, 9 - 11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Bird Songs, we will 
explore the many beautiful songs 
we hear as the Refuge transitions 
to warmer weather. 10:30 a.m. 

Greenfield American Legion Post: 
Trivia Night to benefit The 
Concerned Citizens of Franklin 
County. The most fun you'll ever 
have fighting biomass,? p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Luke Mulholland Band, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Yes 
Exactly Open House featuring 
Daniel Hales, and the frost 
heaves, The Walking Ghosts, Egg, 
Eggs, Katie Sachs, and Rebel 
Base playing both upstairs at the 
Arts Block main stage and down­
stairs in The Wheelhouse. 7:30 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Dedicated to 
Delilah, 60's, ?O's & 80's Cover 
Tunes, 9 - 12 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Rock 101, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Carrie 
Fergusson Band and the Cherry 
Street Band with Fireseed open­
ing. Folk, indie, rock, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11th 
Montague Grange: Vintage & 
Antiques Market, quality vintage 
and antiques vendors bring their 
wares to the Grange, 7:30 a.m. - 1 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 16th and 
SATURDAY, MARCH 17th 

Turners Falls High School: Bye 
Bye Birdie presented by Turners 
Falls High School and Great Falls 
Middle School, 7 p.m. Also mati­
nee Sunday, March 18th at 1 p.m. 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
Syrup, One Sweet Performance 
Festival, A delicious potpourri of 
world class theatre, music, and 
dance for all ages. See website for 
details: ptco.org. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: The Puzzle of New 
England's Predators. Bobcat, coy­
ote, and fishers live locally, but do 
we really know that much about 
them? Join naturalist John Foster 
for a slide show of New England's 
predators. Let's demystify these 
animals, 1 - 2:15 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Mud, Blood & 
Beer Band. Singing all your 
Johnny Cash favorites, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Turn it Loose, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer with DJ Greg 2000, 9:30 
p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18th 
Academy of Music, Northampton: 
Celtic Heels' Irish Dance 
Company Production, 2 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
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Sunday Locals: Marlene Lavelle & 
friends, indie, folk, 6 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John 
Sheldon, 8 - 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 19th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 
8 p.m. Free. 

t~J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center Co.terage: 

Tues - Sat. 2:30 to 6 p.m. 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 

Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 
emy=@brickhousecommuorg 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 3/9 9 - 11 p.m. 
RichBI·d Chase Group 
Saturday, 3/10 9 p.m. 
Dedicated to Delilah 

Stwday, 3/11 9 - 11 p.m. 
St.eve Crnw, Pet.er Kim and 

Joe Fitzpahick 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

-~ lamb? 

THURS 3/8 8pm FREE 
Uncle Hal"s Crabgrass Band 

FRI 3/9 9:30pm FREE 
St Paddy's 

Cartibbean Adventure 
llrish·to·lrie 

Dance PartyJ 

SAT 3/ 10 FRE.E 
first~ 7pm Lenny's Lounge 
then@ 9:30 Carrie Ferguson 

Fireseed (folk/indie/rock) 

SUN 3/ 11 FREE 9pm-1 am 
TNT KARAOKE 

78 THIID STREET 
TIIIIIERS FlLLS, MA 
IIIIIIEZfOIISTNLCIIM 
TEL:413·8U·Z86. 

DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

Hunting, Fishing & Archery 
Ammo • Black Powder • Knives • Live Bait 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

----------------------------------------------· 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

tutucu.,11CtC1rtln1(u11c1ulhut11L-:..,·,1111 

Since 1895 

On !ht Co111111011 

Gree71fi,dd, Massachusetts 
Turners Falls, Nlas.,acllusf'lls 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

Local Timber 
Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
413-77 5-357 5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

l l 05 Mohawk Trail ~ Route 2 West 
Shelburne Falls, Moss 0 13 70 

ArroWheodbaitshop.com 
413-625-3090 

~ Bryan G. Hobbs 
~ ; Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 



16 

GARDENER from page 8 

Febrnary 6th 

The bus handling the border 
transit from Chetumal, Mexico 
to Corozal, Belize waits while 
passengers go through immigra­
tion at the Mexican border, and 
again in Belize. It is a recycled 
Bluebird school bus from the 
US, and provides us with a 
lumpy, bumpy ride. 

The next day, in Corozal, we 
awaken to the sound of birds, 
the occasional rooster and the 
plaintive cries of the fourteen 
new puppies next door. Our 
Welsh host, Gwyn, is a mercuri­
al fellow whose emotional state 
turns on a di.me. Over time he 
has adopted two street dogs and 
a cat, to whom he gives medical 
attention, food and affection. 
Similarly, he collects human 
orphans. 

A young American we nick­
name Miss Tattoo for obvious 
reasons is a case in point. She 
has a room in the hotel annex in 
exchange for helping in the 
kitchen, cleaning rooms and 
tending bar several nights a 
week. During our stay she buys 
a motorcycle as she plans to 
travel to Guatemala. 

Miss Tattoo is in her twen­
ties, fearless and self-confident 
about traveling alone and the 
state of her finances. She sold 
everything of value that she 
owned to buy the motorcycle, 
which she procured brand new 
for $1500 US or $3200 
Belizean, complete with helmet, 
license plate and security alam1. 

One evening, a street vendor 
came to the gate of the hotel and 
called up to us on the upstairs 
patio to ask of our interest in a 
large wooden carving. He was 
very persistent despite our nega­
tive response, and finally let 
himself in the gate and upstairs 
to the second floor. 

Immediately afte1wards, 
Gwyn appeared like a bantam 
rooster. "This gentleman says 
you want to purchase his carv­
ing." 

After we demurred, and 
Gwyn sent the man out on his 
ear, and returned to lecture us 
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angrily. "Never, never let any­
one you don't know in. He just 
wants to case the joint. Now he 
knows where my security cam­
eras are and I'll have to move 
them around." He turned and 
roared out of the room. 

Gwyn and our breakfast 
cook, Sondra, are both hot-tem­
pered and prone to frequent dis­
putes. She complains he is 
unreasonable and forgets all 
manner of things; he is impa­
tient but also highly dependent 
on her organizational skills, a 
fact which he resents. About 
halfway into our week's stay, the 
sto1m clouds build over Gwyn's 
horizons and he is speaking to 
no one. 

Happily, he gets out his boat 
and disappears for the day leav­
ing things in the capable hands 
of Sondra and Miss Tattoo. 
When he returns at 4 p.m. for 
the first beer of the day, peace 
has been restored. 

Febrnary 12th 

We are back in Merida, feel­
ing a new level of comfo1t with 
the pace and flow of the city. 
We have in mind two side trips 
we'd like to make before we 
leave Mexico. One is to a 
Mayan site a few miles outside 
the city, the other a half-day trip 
30 kilometers no1th to Progreso 
on the Gulf coast. 

We elect to go first to 
Dzibilchaltun, where we will 
tour a well-preserved Mayan 
temple, a church and a cenote or 
sinkhole. A cenote is the 
entrance to an underground 
river, open for swimming or just 
for water-side relaxing. 

We walk to the bus temlinal 
the prior day to get our bearings 
and plan to leave the hotel the 
next morning at 9:00 a.m. for a 
9:30 departure. We aITive at the 
te1minal after a brisk walk and 
secure our tickets. Soon we are 
boarding a cushy touring bus, 
weaving through the back 
streets of the city. 

At a traffic light, our driver 
scmtinizes our tickets and 
informs us we are on the wrong 
bus. We owe an additional thi1ty 
pesos and we are on the way to 

Progreso! The 
driver makes 
swimming 
motions with 
his arms to 
make sure we 
understand: 
we are on our 
way to a day at 
the beach. 

Progreso 
could be any 
beach side 
reso1t town in 
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warm waters. 
The beach is 
on the Gulf of 
Mexico and is 
fronted by a 
long line of 
bars, souvenir 
shops and 
restaurants. It 

The Temple of the Dolls, in Dzibilchaltun, near Merida, Yucatan. 
The Mqyan temple is aligned in such a wqy that the rising sun shines through its doors 

on the spring and autumn equinox. 

is not a day on which the cmise 
ships dock, so there are few 
tourists. 

We walk the beach, collect 
shells, and enjoy the wam1 surf 
with only a handful of others. 
When we get hungiy, we check 
out the restaurants all of which 
are large and clean featuring 
Mexican and Yucatan special­
ties as well as international 
favorites. The price of a fillet of 
fish, gi-illed, staits at $100 pesos 
($7.70 US) and descends to $65 
pesos as we near the end of the 
line. The establishments 
spo1t tropical names: Flamingo, 
Toucan, Croes. We enjoy a deli­
cious meal of gi-illed seafood for 
$15 US for two. After about 
four hours of sun, beach and 
wind, we amble back to the ter­
minal and catch one of the fre­
quent buses for the hour return 
trip to Merida. 

Febrnary 14th 

We trek again to the bus sta­
tion, this time watching for a 
local bus to the Mayan mins. 
We navigate this successfully 
and are soon seated on a spring­
less, chummy and soon to be 
filled caITier which bumps and 
lumps over frequent stops and 
consumes the same amount of 
time going 10 kilometers the 
luxUiy bus took to travel the 30 
kilometers to Progi·eso. 

Dzibilchaltun is extraordi­
na11ly powerful visually. The 
buildings are many: a church, 
several temples, a tiered seating 
area in the 01-iginal square of a 
plaza, as well as the remains of 
many homes, all spread across 
an extensive open field with the 
occasional tree or cactus. 

The wind rushes through the 
site yet the sun is ve1y hot. The 
space is c11sscrossed with walk­
ways of cmshed stone. On one a 
large iguana poses for a picture. 
Because so many of the stmc­
tures are largely intact, we can 
appreciate the labor of creating 
these angular, tiered layers of 
rock, triangulating towards the 
sky. Each site boasts an 
explanato1y plaque so we dodge 
the large tourist gi·oups with 
their guides and make our way 
alone. Except for the occasional 
bird song it is quiet, adding to 
the sense of histo1y and the 
mysterious past. 

All of the buildings 
date from 600-900 AD. The area 
was at one time home to as 
many as 20,000 Mayans. As in 
all of these places it is possible 
to see where conquering 
Spaniards used Mayan stmc­
tures as the foU11dation for their 
own buildings. The Spanish 
church is the only arched, 
curved stmcture. In one temple 
we are pe1mitted to climb down 
into the interior where we see a 

large stone carving of a Mayan 
god. 

It takes a couple of hours and 
a rest besides the beautiful 
cenote to do justice to the site. 
When we return to the visitor 
center we leam that we have just 
missed the 12:30 bus back to the 
city and must wait two hours for 
the next. 

On the way out, we travel 
increasingly narrow, mtted 
roads through one fairly pros­
perous town and then to the 
final stop, a poor Mayan town 
seemingly out in the middle of 
nowhere. We see uniformed 
children retur1ling from school, 
ca1rying school projects. 

We are back in the Me11da 
te1minal around 4 p m. having 
made countless stops on the 
bumpy way through the back 
streets. 

Febrnary 17th 

Adios, Mexico! 
We will miss most: 
The snliling, friendly people. 
The oases of light and green-

ery in inte11ors and in the many 
city parks. 

The local Yucatan foods. 
The loud music 24-7 (yes!) 
The youthful energy of the 

city. 
The celebration of 

eve1y day. n 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL (413) 863-8666 

413-863-9S00 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Qr·d Jol111rw11. CRcnOfo:1 
ABR, CRG, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41 '3-[;(1'3-9736 • Geri Johnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residenli'1 SpedalistJ 

% of all REALTORS hold this prestigiM cleignalion. 
Sis my b.ldge of cx,:ertiseand )OUr ~\ield of 
I!. Pul )OUr trust in the best to get 1ht job done. 
b:,ying, selling or rcfcrrilg, always choose 

S W Y'«l':~inroull!'r. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
IIISl■IIIID (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

T u1'11et·s f' alls 
Pizza Hous~ 
119 Awm-•eA 
S6J~sooo 

We-Odiverl 

Grinders • Dinners • Beer & \Nine 
Open 7 days • 41 years on the Ave Jf s Piz~ Time! 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc{ii11 TaveRn 
,--. - ., • ,I - - .. 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 
www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road, Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

GREENFIELD 

SOLHR STORE 
4].3•772•3122 

Actv1ce,, v~, nk /n:r~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza.mm 

JI Bank Row, Gild. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 




