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Abutters Weigh in on Leverett 
Gravel Pit Expansion 

0111ner Richie Roberts disputes a zoning board decision against the pit's southward g,·0111th. 

Despite Stumbles, Gill Town 
Meeting Approves Most Articles 

By MIKE JACKSON ning with whether the school's low
er parking lot is big enough. Article 

On Tuesday at Town Hall, about 4 passed by a majo11ty vote, but the 
seventy of Gill's 1,500-odd resi- issues would be revisited. 
dents gathered together to embody The school was again the topic 
the political will of the town, work- of contention during Article 8, au
ing their way to- !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ thorizing the select-
gether tlrrough 24 board to accept funds 
articles, one or two A nu1nber of from the Quintus Al-
long bouts of proce- questions were len Fund ea1mai·ked 
dural head-scratch- for education. Resi-
ing, and frustrations raised about a dents expressed dis-
with the meeting's repaving project appointment that the 
amplification system school district didn't 
before emerging vie- at Gill Elementary, have plans for the 

l? torious into the cool, beginning with use of such hypo-
§? rainy night. All told, whether the lower thetical funds -- re-
~ 21 a1ticles passed, acting to outgoing 
i including a slightly parking lot is big acting supe11nten-
tu amended $1.5 mil- h dent Marty Espino-
c 1- 'b d enoug , . 
0 1011 omm us spen - __________ la, who offered tliat 
~ ing article; two were "now that we know 
0 passed over; and only one, to allo- money is available, we can ce1tain-

By DAVID DETMOLD than a dozen neighbors to the Rob
e1ts' gravel pit at a ZBA hearing on 
a proposed settlement of the pending 
cotut case on Tuesday night, attor
ney Charles DiMare said, "It is our 
position that the November 4, 2010 
decision of this board, denying the 
petition for a special pe1mit, was 
sound, and the probability of success 
of the Robe1ts/B1yant lawsuit is ve1y 
small. This is because the decision of 
the board was based on substantial 
evidence ... that the extension of the 
gravel pit would have an adverse im
pact on the neighborhood character 
as well as the natmal environment. 
Nothing has changed in the last two 
and a half years, and we see no rea-

son to grant the special pe1mit or to 
settle the lawsuit." 

cate funds to the Recreation Com- ly put something together" - but 
mittee, was defeated, in an effo1t to finance committee member Claire 
publicize that committee's cul1'ent Chang clai·ified that it is the respon
defunct status. sibility of Gill Elementary itself, not 

When Peter d'En-ico told his col
leagues on the selectboard in Ap11l 
that "all sides seemed interested in 
settling" the lawsuit by Richie Rob
e1ts and landowner Roberta B1yant 
against the Leverett zoning board of 
appeals over the ZBA's denial of a 
special pe1mit for Robe1ts to expand 
his gravel pit off Route 63, appar
ently d 'En-ico was not including the 
abutters to that project in his esti
mation of the va11ous "sides." After 
all, the abutters are not parties to the 
cotut case. Yet. 

Neighbors Speak Out 
Speaking for a group of more 

Roberts has asked the zoning 
board for a special permit within one 
of the town of Leverett's tluee small 
commercial zones to expand his cur
rent gravel mining and landscaping 
business on the west side of Route 
63 to include about five acres of land 
he would lease for tl1at purpose from 
B1yant, who owns the horse fa1mjust 
to the south of his ctment operation. 
When the ZBA denied his request 
by a 3-2 vote (four yes votes were 
needed for a two-thirds' majority), 
Robe1ts and B1yant sued the ZBA. 

see ZONING page 10 

"If you're so inclined," be- the central office, to make requests 
gan moderator John Zwyna, "you for this money dtu-ing the coming 
can stand and pledge the flag with school year. Put to a vote, meeting 
me." So began an opening fluny members m1animously agreed that 
of housekeeping motions, mostly the selectboai·d should indeed be 
passed unanimously, moving small allowed to accept any monies the 
swns from account to account and fund might offer. 
fund to fund, and pausing here A1ticle 10, conce1ning salai·ies 
and there for cla11fying questions. for town officers, saw disagreement 
Most passed by a unanimous voice over an amendment to add $1,000 
vote, but Article 4, tapping into the each for Town Clerk and Treasurer 
town's building repair accow1t for positions cwrently held by Lynda 
the first $5,000 of Article 20's pro- Hodsdon Mayo and Ronnie La
posed $50,000 repaving project at Chance. The amendment was ap
Gill Elementa1y, raised a nwnber of 
questions about that project, begin- see GILL page 5 

Build Your Own Fairy House: Folk Singers to Wander 
Through These Parts Saturday at Unity Park 

shells, flowers, and any otl1er 
fairy house buildii1g mate11-
als that appeal to you. You 
may also use natural materi
als you find at the pai·k, and 
event organizers will b1111g 
some extra building supplies. 

Beth Bazler from the 
No1thfield Mountain Envi
ronmental and Recreation 
Center has led many fairy 
prograins. She will be on 
hand to help new builders get 
sta1ted. 

A fai1y house is a tiny 
strncture made from natural 
materials that is meant to 
attract fairy visitors. They 
are the woodland or gai·den 
equivalent to a sand castle 
or snow fo1t, and range from 
simple and mstic to elabo
rate, whimsical creations. 

w 
--·.- - 4 ~ Fai1y houses have been 

-----ci: made popular by author Tra-
Andrew Keatingputs the finishing touches t-o a larger-than-life cy Kane, who first saw these 

fairy house occupied lry Effie Paxton and Addi I.ive!J. tiny creations in the woods 
on a small island off the 
coast of Mau1e more than 10 
yeai·s ago. She was inspired 
to wi-ite the first of her Fai1y 
House books because "they 
contain the combination of 
ingredients an a1tist finds ir
resistible - creativity, nature 
and a pinch of fai1y magic!" 

By ANNE HARDING 

TURNERS FALLS - On 
Saturday, June 15, people of 
all ages are invited to build 
fairy houses begiiming at 10 
a m. at Unity Park iii Turners 
Falls by the riverside. There 
will be a special dance perfor
mance, a guest appeai·ance by 
a fairy queen, and a picnic in 
the park - with a p11ze award
ed for the prettiest picnic. 

Organized by Beverly 
Ketch of Tumers Falls, the 
event is intended to celebrate 
the Community Gardens of 
Turners Falls, and kick off 
the addition of a new gai·den 

at Unity Pai·k opposite the 
refurbished playground park
ing lot. 

Ketch will be taku1g 
names of people interested in 
tending a plot, and expressed 
her wish that gardeners keep 
in mind the public nature of 
the site and the unportance 
of good garden maintenance. 
The new gai·den will not be 
available w1til the park con
struction is completed. 

Pa1ticipants should plan 
to meet at the park at 10 a m. 
and disperse to build or in
stall fairy houses. It is recom
mended you b1111g a bucket 
with bark, moss, acorns, 

There will be a special 
pe1fo1mance at 11 :30 am. 
by five-year-old fairy lovers 
and dancers Velouria Mene
goni and Effie Paxton, who 
have learned some dance 
steps from Ketch, their friend 
and neighbor. They were in
spired by a Christmas Dance 

see FAIRY page 4 

By MIKE JACKSON 

"Well, our goal is to visit 
eve1y town in Massachu
setts." Mark Mandeville 
paused, perhaps to consider 

~,t:· 

the ambition of such an un- ~ 
de1taking. "Eventually." Next 
week, for the fowth time in 
four years, Mandeville and 
pa1tner Raialllle Richards will 
set out on foot, with friends, l/1 
food, camping gear and mu- ~ 
sical instruments in tow, to 5 
cross a few more towns off I:; 
the list. ~ 

This year's Massachusetts ~ 
Walking Tour tackles a sec- ~ 
tion of the newly dedicated ~ 
New England National See- l;; 
nic Trail, known for yeai·s ~ 
as the Metacomet-Monad- 5 
nock trail, from Royalston ~ 
south to Longmeadow, pass- 5 
ing through our own neck of~ 
the woods and stopping each 
night to put on a free show for 
- and witl1 - us, tl1e locals. 

On Friday, June 14, 
Mandeville and Richai·ds will 
leave their home in Webster to 
play a special pre-tour event 
at the Great Falls Discovery 
Center in Turners Falls. The 
two have been playing to
gether for yeai·s, and special
ize iii folk and old-time twles, 
traditional and origu1al. The 
show is free for children, a 
sliding scale for adults, and 
refreshments will be pro
vided. They'll be joined by 
recent Berklee grads Amy 
Alvey and Mark Kilianski, of 
Jamaica Plain, their traveling 
companions for this year's 
Tour. The next day, the four 

Kilianski, Alvry, Richards and Mandeville will plqy a 
t-otal of four concerts in our neck of the woods. 

will set off from Tully Dain them to Wendell. Attendees 
in Royalston and work thei r are encouraged to show up 
way south. early to the Wendell State 

The group, working with Forest headqua1ters - the of
land trusts, cultural cow1cils, ficial showtime is at 6 p m. 
and a sprawlu1g network of - to be shuttled, comtesy of 
individuals and organizations the Mount Grace Land Tmst, 
along the way, sees the proj- to the night's venue, within 
ect as a way to b11dge support the Hidden Valley Memorial 
for responsible, recreational Forest, donated to the tmst by 
land use with supp01t for the Cronquist fa1nily in 1996. 
small-town a1ts scenes. On The show is fonded by the 
Wednesday, June 19, they will Wendell Cultural Council. 
show up, provided they have And on F11day, June 21, 
not yet been eaten by bears, the tour will touch down at 
at the Evangelical Congrega- Red Fire Frum, 172 Mead
tional Church iii Erving. That ow Road in Montague. The 
show struts at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, June 20 bi-ings see SINGERS page 4 
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Pet of the Week 

Mr. Handsome 

~ 
It's no surprise that my foster 

mom nicknamed me "Mr. Hand
some," as I've definitely been 
blessed in the looks department. 
The good news is that I also have a 
sweet, gentle personality to match. 
I love to be brushed and to have my 
chin rubbed. It takes me some time 
to feel comfortable in new situa
tions and with new people, but with 
patience and the companionship of 
my sister, Tinkerbell Bob, you'll see 
me come out of hiding and start to 
bat at shoelaces - gently and with 
dignity, of course! Tinkerbell and 
I have a strong bond, and need to 
find a home together. Dakin will 
make that easy for you by offering a 
"two-fur-one" adoption fee! 

For more information on adopt
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at (413) 
548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org. 

PAPER 
Week of June 17th 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade6 
Cameron Fisher 

Grade 7 
Skylar Thompson 
Carlie Kretchmai· 

Grade 8 
Tim Black 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
Fencing - Patios -Walks + 

Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding - Excavating 
Septic Systems Installed 

ESTABLISHED 1970 
demerslandscaping.com 

863-3652 

mbe ~ontague 31\eporter 

Published weekly on Thursdays. 
Every other week in 

July and August. 
No paper last week of December. 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 
Please note new email addresses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@montaguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerep01ter.org 

circulation@montaguerepo1ter.org 
events@montaguereporter.org 
info@montaguerep01ter.org 

poetiy@montaguereporter.org 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

Send address changes to: 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be li
able for errors in advertisements, 
but will print without charge that 
part of the advertisement in which 
an error occurred. The publishers 
resen1e the right to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to conform to 
standards of the newspaper, such 

as they are. 

Annual Subsc1iption Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 
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Montague Libraries 
Summer Reading Program 

Starts June 19 
The Montague Public Libraries' 

Dig Into Reading Summer Reading 
Program sign-ups stait on the last 
day of school, Wednesday, June 19. 
Children of any age and teens are 
invited to paiticipate. Sign-ups take 
place at the Cai11egie, Millers Falls 
and Montague Center Librai·ies. 
Children read at home and receive 

weekly reading incentive prizes at 
the librai·ies. 

Many exciting programs and ac
tivities will be held at the libraries 
throughout the summer. The kick
off event is the Dig the Beat Con
cert with Jay Mankita on Tuesday, 
June 25, at 10 am. at the Carnegie 
Libra1y. 

Erving Public Libraries 
Summer Signup Starts June 16 

The Eiving Public Libra1y will 
offer an eight-week series of sum
mer programs. In commemoration 
of the 175th anniversaiy of the in
corporation of the Town of Etving, 
many of these will include a his
to1y theme. Others will follow the 
statewide themes "Dig Into Read
ing," "Beneath the Smface," and 
"Grom1dbreaking Reads." Signup 
staits June 16. 

The first event is Afternoon with 
Laura Ingalls Wi.lder on June 23 at 

4 p.m. Melai1ie Stringer presents a 
first-person educational histo1y pro
gram in the persona of Laura Ingalls 
Wilder as a young fa1m wife and 
mother, circa 1895. Attendees will 
learn what life was like in the nine
teenth centmy, both in the Midwest 
and New England, with an emphasis 
on daily life ai1d histo1ic clothing. 

Refreshments will be se1ved by 
the F1iends of the Etving Public Li
braiy. Reservations are recommend
ed for this program. 

Bus Trip to Lost Town of Dana 
NEW SALEM - This Sunday, 

June 16, the Swift River Valley His
toiical Society is hosting a bus ti·ip 
with Matty Howe to Dana. Dana, 
one of the four "lost towns" of the 
Quabbin, was disincorporated 75 
yeai·s ago to allow the flooding of 
the reservoir. On the land near the 
water, one can still see cellai· holes 
where homes once stood. 

We will meet at the museum at 
40 Ehn Street in New Salem, and 

leave promptly at 11 a m. The cost 
is $15 per person. Rese1vations must 
be made either by mail by June 10 
to Ma1ty Howe, 98 Lower Beverly 
Hills, West Springfield, MA 01089; 
or by calling (978) 249-7321 by 
June 14. No refunds. B1ing a lunch, 
bug spray, drinks and binoculars. 

We will follow DCR mles: no 
smoking, and no taking or leaving 
anything. Call (978) 249-7321 or 
email srvhsmuseum@gmail.com. 
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Diamond Dusters Bring 
Trophy Back Home 

The Montague Diamond Dusters won the Small Towns League Softball Cham
pionship on Saturday at Turners Falls High School. The Diamond Dusters beat 
the Northfield Pink Cougars, 18-7. This was the first championship victory for 
Montague in two years. 
Sammy Bocon, Reagan Fiske and Autumn Adams threw for 12 strikeouts. Reagan 
Fiske had a triple with three RBIs, Emi!J Denison hit for an RBI, Sammy Bocon 
hit a double and two singles, and Anna Kochan hit three singles with two RBIs. 
Northfield's Olivia Rowe thre1114 strikeouts, Karlie Porter hit !1110 singles with two 
RBIs, Mary Elizabeth Sm)'the had one single and an RBI, and Jennie Fuller had 
one RBI. 

Gill: Slate Library 
Dig Into Reading 

Stop by the libraiy and sign up 
for our summer reading program' 

Pick up a game board and get 
ready to play the Slate Libra1y read
ing game. Lots of fun p1izes for all 
the books you read! 

On Saturday June 29, 10:30 a.m., 
come dance on the green outside of 
the libra1y with Anna Hendiicks of 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Great Falls Creative Movement. 
Put on your boogie shoes or dance 
in bare feet and celebrate summer! 

On Saturday July 6, 10:30 am. 
Teacher Creatures presents "Dig
gin' Critters," an interactive show 
for all ages. Wildlife educators will 
visit the librai·y with many funy 
friends. 

Why Smokers Smoke, and Why You Shouldn't 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I've never been a smoker and 
I just don t get why people do it. 
What's the attraction? 

Only a non-smoker could ask 
that question. Every smoker, chew
er and sniffer knows how wonderful 
tobacco can be. I know it's probably 
not politically coffect to say any
thing nice about tobacco, but it's the 
tmth. 

All tobacco products contain 
nicotine, which is an addictive d111g. 
According to the American Heait 
Association, the "nicotine addiction 
has histo1ically been one of the hai·d-

est addictions to break." Nicotine is 
up there with heroin and cocaine. 

What does nicotine do for you? 
Nicotine: 

* Decreases the appetite and 
helps you keep weight off. 

* Boosts mood and may even re
lieve minor depression. 

* Stimulates memo1y, alertness 
and concenti·ation. 

So why don't we all gobble up 
nicotine? Because it: 

* Increases heait rate by ai·ound 
10 to 20 beats per minute. 

* Increases blood pressure by 5 
to 10 mmHg (because it tightens the 
blood vessels). 

* Raises the blood level of blood 
sugar (glucose) and increases insu
lin production. 

* Increases bowel activity, saliva, 
and phlegm. 

* May cause sweating, nausea, 
and diai1·hea. 

* Creates anxiety, iI1·itability, 
headache, hunger, and a craving 
during withdrawal. 

Nicotine is a substance found iI1 

the nightshade family of plants. It 
kills bugs, therefore it has been used 
an insecticide. A di·op of pure nico
tine would kill a person. 

Nicotine is named after the to
bacco plant Nicotiana tabacum, 
which was named after Jean Nicot 
de Villemain, French ambassador 
in Portugal. Nicot de Villemain sent 
tobacco and seeds from Brazil to 
Paris in 1560 and promoted their 
medicinal use. Nicotine was first 
isolated from the tobacco plant in 
1828 by Ge1mai1 chemists Posselt 
& Reimann, who considered it a 
poison. 

There ai·e several strategies for 
ti·eating nicotine withdi·awal. Nico
tine supplements c.ai1 help. These 
include gum, inhalers, nasal spray 
and skin patches. There are also 
non-habit-forming prescription 
medications to get off nicotine. 

The symptoms of nicotine with
drawal usually go away in less than 
a week. Withdrawal is the most un
comfo1table pait of quitting, but the 
real challenge is beating long-te1m 

cravings. 
Each cigarette contains about 10 

milligrams of nicotine. A smoker 
gets about 1 to 2 1nilligrams of the 
diug from each cigarette. 

Witl1 each puff of a cigarette, a 
smoker absorbs nicotine into the 
bloodsti·eam. In eight seconds, nic
otine changes how the brain works. 
Nicotine stimulates the release of 
large amounts of dopamine. Dopa
mine stimulates the brain's pleasure 
and reward circuit. 

The nicotine in cigarettes isn't 
what kills you. 

Cigarette smoke is a complex 
mixture of chemicals produced by 
the burning of tobacco and addi
tives. The smoke contains tar, which 
is made up of more than 4,000 
chemicals, including more than 60 
known to cause cancer. Some of 
these substances cause heait and 
lung diseases, and all of them can 
be deadly. 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Senior Center Activities - lune 17th to lune 21st NANCY L, ODLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA GILL-MONTAGUE 

Gill / Montague Senior Cen
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Tmners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a m. to 2 p m. Congregate meals 
are served Tuesday through Thurs
day at Noon. Meal rese1vations 
must be made one day in advance 
by 11 a.m. The Meal Site Manager 
is Keny Togneri. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y do
nations are accepted. Call now to 
sign up for six week free inti·oduc
tory floor yoga class beginning soon 
on Tuesdays at 1 p m. Council on 
Aging Director is Robe1ta Potter. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when tl1e 
center is not open. 

Monday 6/17 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m.Chair Exercise 
12 noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
1 pm. NO Knitting Circle 
3:30 pm. FCHCC Public Fo111m 
Tuesday: 6/18 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga with 
Jean Erlbaum 
12 noon Lunch 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 

Wednesday: 6/19 
10 a m. Aerobics 
12 noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday: 6/20 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
12 noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday: 6/21 
10 a m. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. WritiI1g Group 

ERVING 
Elving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Diive, Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 am. to 
2:30 pm. for activities and congre
gate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
e1vations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call Meaisite Manager Re
becca Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for 
meal iilf01mation and reservations. 

For iilf01mation, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at (413) 
423-3649. Transpo1tation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center to 
confinn activities, schedule a ride, 
or find out when is the next blood 
pressure clinic. 

Monday 6/17 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 

10:00 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:00 pm. Quilting 
Tuesday: 6/18 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Steve Damon: Name 
That Tune 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday: 6/19 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday: 6/20 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Posture Pe1fect 
12:00 pm. Cards 
Friday: 6/21 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For infonnation, contact the Lev

erett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, ext. 5, 
or coa@leverettma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wedi1esdays at 10 a m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - F1idays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

-◊~ 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-NlcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & liRAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 
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19, at all the Mon
tague Public Li
braries for children 
of all ages. 

Meet the 

LOCAL BRIEFS 

Friends of the 
Great Falls Dis
cove1-y Center on 
Thursday, June 
20, at 6:30 p.m. 
and learn how you 

Compiled By DON CLEGG 

Celebrate Father's Day and the 
upcoming Summer Solstice along 
the river at Unity Park in Tumers 
Falls on Sunday, June 16, from 2 to 
3 p m. with educator/musician Ai
mee Gelinas M.Ed., co-founder of 
Gaia Roots World Music and Di
rector of Tamarack Hollow Nature 
& Cultural Center in Windsor, MA. 
Hear and see demonstrations of tra
ditional West African and Caribbean 
instnunents, rhythms and songs in a 
sh01t demo with members of Gaia 
Roots. Then tiy your hand at dnun
ming by joining a commmlity music 
jam for all ages. 

This event is free thanks to a 
grant from the Montague Cul
tural Council in collaboration with 
FirstLight Power, Silvio 0. Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife Refuge 
and Massachusetts Departinent of 
Conservation and Recreation. In 
case of rain or high heat (80°+) the 
program location will be moved to 
the Great Falls Discove1y Center. 
The decision to move the program 
will be made by noon on June 16 
and posted on the Facebook page of 
the No1thfield Mountain Recreation 
and Environmental Center or call 
the GFDC at (413)863-3221. Please 
bring your own chair for the out
door perfom1ance. To rese1ve use of 
an instiument at this event, please 
email aimee@gaiaroots.com. 

Da11ielle Letomneau and Big 
Brother/Big Sister come to Green
field Savings Bank in Tumers Falls 
on Saturday, June 15, from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Tllis event is an open house 
format and agency staff can expe1t-

can also become 
JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION a Friend.. Then 

ly answer any questions you might join Friends and 
have regarding the program, philos- staff for a special museum tour and 
ophy, benefits, rewards, participa- presentation with Frank Gregory 
tion and sign-up opportunities. BB/ at 7 p m, the artist who painted all 
BS not only provides that extra per- of the amazing murals in the GFDC 
sonal interaction with caring adult exhibits. Get the bellind the scenes 
role models and those youngsters scoop on how the museum was 
who may benefit by the attention, it bom. Light refreshments provided. 
also fills a void for the adults who The public is invited to the sec
may by looking for that exti·a con- ond Great Solstice Ice Cream 
nection of caring and sharing with River Paddle, to be held Friday, 
a special friend. This bond often June 21, the longest day of the year. 
times exists far beyond the scope of The route covers the Millers River 
the program. Drop in and share light Blue Trail, sta1ting from the Alan E. 
refreshments with Dailielle and her Rich Environmental Park in Athol 
staff wllile you discover the joys of 
this program. 

Last chance to view shad, lam
prey and maybe even salmon at the 
Turners Falls Fish Laclcler! The 
viewing station in U1lity Park is 
open both days this weekend from 
9 a.m. to 5 p m. 

A new shop is operling in down
town Tmners Falls. Designer Chris
ta Lee, fo1merly a co-owner of the 
Second Street Bake1y, opens the 
doors ofFUNK*SHUN, an a1ts ai1d 
crafts boutique located at 38 Third 
Sti·eet, this Friday, June 14 at noon. 
Come Friday or Saturday to check it 
out, and say lli to Christa! 

Giant indoor tag sale on Satur
day, June 15, rain or shine, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m at Our Lady of Czesto
chowa Church, 84 K Sti·eet, Turn
ers Falls, just up the hill from Food 
City. Fmniture, toys, housewai·es 
and other treasures at rock bottom 
prices. Coffee and donuts avail
able. For info1mation, call Shirley 
at (413)773-7202. 

Summer Reading Program 
sign-ups sta1t on Wednesday, June 

at 5:45 pm and finishing six miles 
downsti·eam at the Rive1front Park 
in Orange. 

Tl1e paddle celebrates the sol
stice, ice creain, the Millers River 
and its first Blue Trail segment. 
"These are all great things," says 
Ivan Ussach, coordinator of the The 
Millers River Watershed Cotmcil. 
Paddlers wishing to unload their 
boat in Athol and pai·k their cars in 
Orange beforehand can register in 
advance for a shuttle van leaving 
Orange Riverfront Park at 5:30 p.m. 
For more infonnation and to register 
for the shuttle van, contact the Wa
tershed Council at (978) 248-9491 
or email watershed@millersriver. 
net by Wednesday, June 19. 

Tl1e last clay of school in Mon
tague is Tuesday, Jm1e 18, and in 
Gill on the 20th. The Montague 
Pai·ks and Rec is looking at Satur
day, June 29, to turn the sprinklers 
on at Unity Park, in Tumers Falls. 

Send local briefs to: 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

Third Thursdav Turners Falls: 
Exponential Funl 
Thursday June 20, 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Third Thursday Turners Falls (T3F) 
is a monthly arts, culrure and 
downtown business night, featur
ing art exhibits, open srudios, mu
sical performances, walking tours, 
theater, invited artisans and other 
attractions in the village as well as 
extended open hours at participat
ing venues. Come check it out! 

The Montague 
Congregational Church 
Strawberry 

Supper 
June 22nd 5:30 p.m. 

Bake Stuffed Chicken Breast, 

Rice, Gravy, 

Salad & Hot Veggies, 

Homemade Breads, 

Strawberry Shortcake on 

Homemade Biscuit.s 
Adults: $10.00 

Children under 10: $5.00 
Reservations: (413) 863-2398 

Walk-ins welcome! Call for takeout. 

librarv 
Director 

The Trnstees of the Montague 
Public Libraries seek a new 
Library Director. 
Required: MLS, at least five 
years expeiience. Salary 
sta1ts at $54 K. Details at 
montaguepubliclibraries. org. 
The Town of Montague is an 
Equal Oppo1tunity Provider and 
Employer. 
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CORRECTION 
In last week's edition (June 6, 2013), 
one of the pictures accompanying Joe 
Parzych's update on the two bridge 
projects ran with the wrong caption, 
identifying the wrong man at the wrong 
bridge. Our picture on pg. 6 actu
ally showed Tom Carr, the ironwork
ers' foreman with Atlantic Bridge and 
Engineering. Carr, with the crane in 
the background, was working on the 
Factory Hollow Bridge on Route 2. Our 
apologies to the workers, reporter, and 
readers alike! 

L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

PRE-REGISTRATION 
is now being offered for 
children in grade.s K-2 at 
Our ladV of Peace Church. 

In addition to 
the educational 
components, SWdents 
are gradually introduced 
to service opportunities 
and participation in 
prayer through monlhlY 
children's Masses. 

For registration or 
further information 

contact Carol Holubecki, 
Director of Religious 

Education at 
413-863-2585 or 

1952gary@comcast.net. 

Public Workshop Notice 
Greenfield Road Reconstruction Project# 601657 
A Public Workshop will be held by the Town of Montague and 
MassDOT to discuss the proposed Reconstrnction of a po1tion of 
Greenfield Road, specifically the stretch from the Canalside Bike Path 
in Montague City to Hatchery Road. The purpose of the workshop is 
to provide the public with the opportunity to become fully acquainted 
with the proposed reconstrnction of Greenfield Road. All views and 
comments made at the workshop will be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent possible. Project plans are available at the 
Montague Planning Office. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

Two Arrests, and Two Restraining Orders 
Monday, 6/3 
6:10 a.m. Loose cow in 
area of Lyons Hill. Re
turned to pasture. 
11 :20 a.m. Firea1ms is
sue at West Gill Road 
residence. Resolved 
same. 

dence. Employee enor. 
11:45 p.m. Anest relat
ing to domestic incident 
on River Road. 
Tuesday, 6/4 
l :20 p.m. Assisted West 
Gill Road resident with 
power issue. 

at business on the French 
King Highway. 
Thursday, 6/6 
8 a.m. Driving complaint 
on Center Road. Officer 
to speak with resident. 
1 :45 p.m. Restraining 
order issued to West Gill 
Road resident. 

6:40 p.m. Investigation 
of theft at an abandoned 
home on Main Road. 
Friday, 6/7 
5:10 p.m. Medical emer
gency on Mom1t He1mon 
campus. 
Saturday, 6/8 

WHERE: Montague Town Hall, Second Floor Meeting Room 
One Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 

1 :45 p.m. Restraining 
order issued to Munns 
Feny Road resident. 
2:50 p.m. Alaim sound
ing at Boyle Road resi-

2:00 p.m. Assisted Wal
nut Street resident with 
credit card fraud issue. 
Wednesday, 6/5 

4:15 p.m. Officer re
quested to Ba1ton Cove 
for suspicious person 
and motor vehlcle. 

1 :30 p.m. Anest of sub
ject on West Gill Road 
for motor vehicle viola
tions. 

WHEN: Thursday, June 27 at 6:00 PM 9:45 a.m. Civil dispute 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED. INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

SITA LANG 413~834,7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 

RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriver2en.org 

413-256-1594 
At the Montague Retreat Center 

177 Ripley Road 
Montague, MA 01351 

EDWARD HINES 
MUSIC 

• NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS 
FOR PRWATE STUDY 

• GROUPS FOR PERFORMANCE 
COACHING (Classical-Pop-Rock) 

MORE INFORMATION: 
www.hinesmusic.com/lessons.html 

413- 768-9857 

Summer hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun, 10-8 

goc>KMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd.t 
Montague, MA Ol,51 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

NntritionWorks Consulting 
Ed11rnt1011, itlorivarfo11 & Supporr 

Jenny Martinez Nocito, MEd, RD 

11\\1\V .Nurrltion Work.1fonilllllng.rom 
Nu I rlllon \X1orks(onsul tlng@gmail.com 

, \n1lum1T MA 
-113,69 'i.0233 

BUY, SELL & TRADE 

Good D,rt f otter~ 
Studio 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
+13-}67-0155 

www.gooddirtpotter_y.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 AvenueA 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

dKt,-,, OfJemn 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
7 days a week 

Route 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

OOPERATIVE 
ocaMy'"owned Sl~ 1V 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfleldfarmerscoop.com 
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a print run, please contact Mike at 863-8666. 

The Patriot Act is at 
the Heart of the NSA's 

Snooping on Our 
Communications 

At almost the exact moment 
that Bradley Manning was be
ing hauled into his comt maitial 
on charges of "aiding the enemy, 
wrongfully causing intelligence 
to be published, and transmitting 
defense info1mation," another citi
zen, Edward Snowden, was telling 
the Guardian that the National Se
curity Agency (NSA) is spying on 
us. Like Manning, and like Dan
iel Ellsberg 40 years before them, 
Snowden chose to put his own 
conscience above his own personal 
safety - and his top secret security 
clearance - to expose what he felt 
was a grave abuse of power by his 
own government. 

For years, many have suspected 
that the U.S. was conducting rou
tine surveillance of its citizens. 
After all, the Patriot Act allows for 
such intelligence gathering. Few, 
however, witil Snowden blew the 
whistle last week on the NSA oper
ation, were aware of how extensive 
the metadata collection really was. 

What we've leained so far is 
that the NSA for yeai·s has been 
collecting the phone records of 
hundreds of millions of Americans 
each day. Separately, ai1 internet 
scoming program, code-named 
PRJSM, allows the NSA and FBI 
to tap directly into nine U.S. Inter
net companies to gather all internet 
usage, including audio, video, pho
tographs, emails and searches. 

According to Glenn Greenwald, 
the Guardian repo1ter who broke 
the sto1y, the practice began under 
President Bush but has expanded 
to a massive scale under President 
Obama. "The unlimited nature of 
the records being handed over to 
the NSA is extremely unusual," 
wrote Greenwald. "PISA court or
ders typically direct the production 
of records pe1taining to a specific 
named target who is suspected of 
being an agent of a tefforist group 
or foreign state, or a finite set of in
dividually named tai·gets." In this 
case, the order was so broad that 
ai1yone, without cause, could be 
subject to monitoring. 

The president has defended the 
snooping. Last Friday he told re
po1ters: "With respect to all these 
programs, the relevant intelligence 
committees are fully briefed on 
these programs .... I think, on bal
ai1ce, we have established a process 

and a procedme that the American 
people should feel comfo1table 
about. ... These programs are sub
ject to congressional oversight and 
congressional reauthorization and 
congressional debate. And if there 
are members of Congress who feel 
differently, then they should speak 
up." 

Some members of congress 
have decided to speak up. Sen. 
Ron Wyden (D-Oregon) called for 
hearings. He was also among a 
group of senators who introduced 
legislation Tuesday to force the 
government to declassify opinions 
of a secret court that authorizes the 
surveillance. ''The American peo
ple have the right to expect straight 
answers from the intelligence lead
ership to the questions asked by 
their representatives," Wyden said. 
Joining Wyden was Mark Udall 
(D-Colorado ). 

In a joint statement, Wyden 
and Udall wrote: "After years of 
review we believe statements that 
this very broad Patriot Act collec
tion has been 'a critical tool in pro
tecting the nation' do not appear to 
hold up under close scrutiny. We 
remain wiconvinced that the secret 
Patriot Act collection has actually 
provided any uniquely valuable in
telligence. As far as we can see, all 
of the useful info1mation that it has 
provided appears to have also been 
available through other collection 
methods that do not violate the pri
vacy of law-abiding Americans in 
the way that the Patriot Act collec
tion does." 

Our representative in congress, 
Jim McGovern, who voted against 
the initial Pafliot Act and its re
newal, told NPR's Morning Edi
tion that he is deeply concerned 
that the monitoring crosses a line: 
" I think it's impo1tant now for this 
administi·ation to provide brief
ings to people not just for the in
telligence committee but for all 
members of Congress - and, quite 
frankly, there needs to be an expla
nation to the American people." 

We couldn't agree more with 
these members of Congress. The 
central issue here, as they so clear
ly indicate, is the Patriot Act itself. 
Not only should Congress launch 
an investigation into the data min
ing, they should also begin efforts 
to repeal the Patriot Act. 

·------------· I 
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SPY THEN SPY NOW 

C. SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO ILLUSTRATION 

Lener to,.he Editor 

To: The Montague Board of Selectmen 
On Tuesday May 7, 2013, Of

ficers from the Montague Police 
Depaitment were dispatched to the 
river bank near Unity Park on a 
repo1t of a lost 9 yeai· old child. It 
was repo1ted that the child had left 
his grandmother's residence on his 
bicycle and he was angiy with his 
grandmother. When the child did 
not retmn home within a half hour 
the grandmother went looking for 
him. The child's bicycle and helmet 
were located at Unity Park but the 
child was not fowid. 

Sgt. Bonnett was the Sergeant in 
charge at this time and quickly took 
command of the situation. Sgt. Bon
nett organized a ve1y professional 
command post so that all officers 
could be accounted for and the 
search could be canied out in an or
ganized fashion. Sgt. Bonnett called 

in other off duty Montague Officers 
as well as the Tmners Falls Fire De
pa1tment for assistance in searching 
for the missing child. Officers from 
the Mass State Police, the State Po
lice Helicopter as well as the Gill 
and Erving Police Depaitments also 
assisted in the search. 

Within an hom the child was 
located unha1med at the pier area 
across from Unity Park. 

It was repo1ted that Officer Min
er spent a lot of time with the family 
of the missing child and the family 
advised me that Officer Miner was 
ve1y compassionate and helped 
them through this scaiy situation. 

I would like to Commend Mon
tague Police Sergeant Christopher 
Bonnett as well as Montague Offi
cers Dan Miner, Jim Ruddock, Lee 
Laster, Pete Lapachinski, Mike Sev-

ene, Jamie Waitkus, and Dispatcher 
Cindy Hwiter for their role in this 
intense and ve1y emotional search. 

I would also like to commend the 
Turners Falls Fire Depa1tment, the 
Mass State Police, Erving Officer 
Laflamme, and Gill Sergeant Chris 
Redmond for all of their help. 

The actions of all officers in
volved were an incredible example 
of how professional and caring each 
officer is. The officers were not 
stopping the search witil that child 
was fowid safe. 

I wish to personally Thank ev
eryone involved. 

- Sincerely, 
Chief Charles Dodge 

Montague Goes Medieval. .. and English 
By MIKE JACKSON 

Looking for a family-fiiendly 
foray into feudal times? To step onto 
the gi·owids of the Millers Falls Rod 
& Gun Club on Turnpike Road next 
weekend, June 22 and 23, will be 
to cross boundat·ies of time, space 
and disbelief, into an immersive, 
ente1taining realm populated by 
jousting knights, dancing maidens, 
street wizards, ai1d forest bandits. 
The third annual Mutton ai1d Mead 
Festival aims to provide something 
for everyone - or indeed too much, 
says organizer David Agro, for any
one to completely absorb, "because 
we want them to come back again 
next year." 

If the goal is to ove1whelm, the 

SINGERS from page 1 

Montague Cultural Council is spon
soiing the event, which begins at 7 
pm. For all these shows, local per
fo1mers of all stripes - sto1ytellers, 
musicians, dancers - are encomaged 
to get in touch with the traveling 
troupe (masswalkingtom@gmail. 
com) to be added to tlle night's fes
tivities. They'll be checking their 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERSI 
j$lontague l\eporter 

58 4th St Turners, 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

event's program provides some 
clues as to the sfl•ategy. Sixty roving 
actors will mingle with the crowd 
in full costume - their chai·acters 
mnning the range from dukes, bai·
ons and ladies to rogues, orphans 
and wenches - while no fewer than 
twenty more fo1mal pe1fo1mances, 
from jests to jousts, take place, in
cluding big shows each day on the 
field, tavern and stage. 

The tavern is the Mutton ai1d 
Mead Tavern, the central organiz
ing theme for the festival event. The 
Tavern, besides se1ving ale, mead, 
and meat, ai1d being located in 
She1wood Forest, will be collecting 
food donations for the Food Bank of 
Western Mass. The Food Bank and 
the Montague Common Hall - for-

email from the trail. 
"I took the resonator off the back 

of my banjo, so it's lighter. I'm do
ing a kind of Civil Wai·, clawham
mer thing," said Mandeville. Camp
ing each night and hauling the tools 
of their trade - a fiddle, ukelele, 
baby guitar, and the banjo - sounds 
like a romantic but m1wieldy wi
dertaking, but the tour has actually 
been scaled back from its first year. 

FAIRY from page 1 

held last winter at the Montague 
Grange, led by Cynthia James, with 
Beverly Ketch, Rae Ann Jenks, Syl
vie Jens en, and Alta Finn dancing in 
the style of Isadora Duncan. 

Jaines will make a special ap
pearance at Saturday's festivities, 
visiting as a fai1y queen in full rega
lia. She has dai1ced since the age of 
twelve studying with the lmpe1ial 
Russian Ballet, the Harkness Ballet 
School, The London Royal Ballet, 
and many others before studying 
the repe1toire of Isadora Duncan. 
James continues to teach and dat1ce 
in Western Massachusetts . 

merly the Montague Grange, but re
cently renamed even in contempo
nuy reality - will be the two main 
beneficiaries of the festival, which 
is nm by a new nonprofit called the 
Knighten Guilde. 

Educational demonstrations, 
games, and a long register of food 
vendors and merchants all add to 
the period mayhem. Admission is 
$15, $10 for ages 7-12 and seniors, 
and free for orphans - er, kids - 6 
and under. (See the ad on page 6 for 
a coupon for $1 off admission.) 

The event mns from 10 am. to 
6 p m. on both Saturday and Sun
day. Attendees are invited to come 
in costume or as they ai·e. Visit mut
tonandmead.com for more info1ma
tion. 

In 2010, new to the idea, Richards 
and Mandeville walked across the 
state the long way, from Beckett to 
Some1ville. But top to bottom is no 
small feat either, and readers here in 
Franklin County are encomaged to 
welcome them along the way and 
show them a good time. 

For more information on the 
Massachusetts Walking Tour, 111!1 
visit masswalkingtour.org. d 

A festive picnic in the park will 
follow the faiiy house events, and 
the loveliest picnic will be award
ed a delicious pie from the Freight 
House. 

Due to mowing considerations 
the fai1y houses will be moved to the 
downtown planters ii1 time for the 
upcoming Third Thursday event. 

While the event is free, there will 
be a donation center to raise money 
for a load of compost for the new 
commwiity garden, ai1d a plant sale 
to benefit the upcoming Turners 
Falls Block Pa1ty. 

u 
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Technology Upgrades for G-M School District • 80 laptops to replace our older 
laptops that won't mn Windows 8 
- $500 each 

ers for the high school Graphic 
A1ts lab - $1,300 each 

• 40 replacement laser printers 
- $209 each 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

At the June 4 Gill-Montague 
school committee meeting, Marty 
Espinola, Acting Superintendent 
and Director of Teaching and 
Leaming, presented a request for 
technology upgrades and new tech
nology that he says reflect the dis
trict's highest priority needs. This 
would be a one-time expense, us
ing revenue from school choice tu
ition. According to Mark Chapulis 
of The Management Solution, the 
request for $235,196 for the new 

GILL from page 1 

proved by majority vote, and the 
article unanimously, but only after 
considerable disagreement over the 
merit, not of the officers themselves, 
but of the process by which the raises 
had been deemed appropriate. Com
paring the pa1t-time positions to po
sitions on the town's wage scale, 
and to similar ones in other Frank
lin County towns, convinced the 
personnel coilllnittee but not the 
finance coilllnittee. "I'm not saying 
one number is fairer," said Fin Com 
member Tupper Brown, "but that 
we should have a rational process." 

The real breakdown in process, 
though, came in A1ticle 12, the om
nibus FY'l4 budget. Finance com
mittee member Valeria (Timmy) 
Sinith moved to "open the omnibus" 
in order to allow, as she said, a dis
cussion of the police depa1tment's 
line item. An extensive discussion 
developed ai·ound procedural im
plications, or wisdom, of approv
ing such a motion. As town counsel 
Dolllla MacNicol and others slowly 
came to clai·ify, individual lines can 
be "severed" from such omnibus 
articles, creating separate motions, 
but to open an omnibus is to open a 
Pandora's Box of potential - though 
not mai1dat01y - discussion of its 
eve1y line. 

A standing vote of 38-16 eventu
ally decided that the omnibus would 
not, in fact, be opened, and while 
selectboard member Anne Banash 
moved to sever lines that needed ad
justment to reflect the Town Clerk's 
and Treasurer's recent raises, no
body ended up moving to sever the 
police department budget after all. 
Its full $181,827 -- the same sum 
as in FY'13 -- was left intact and 
undiscussed in the omnibus, which 
passed, finally, unanimously. 

technology would be reflected as 
a line-item transfer from teachers' 
salaries in the 2013 budget, subject 
to the approval of the school com
mittee. 

Chapulis assured members of 
the committee that this would not 
affect teachers' salaries in any way. 
He also said there were sufficient 
funds available in this year's bud
get for this expenditure. The use of 
school choice tuition for this pur
pose, Chapulis explained, is an ap
propriate use under Massachusetts 
Law. 

The total FY' 14 budget approved 
for the town of Gill, including the 
omnibus budget and the treasurer 
and town clerk's severed salai·ies, 
is $1,458,479.17, up 3.2% from 
the previous year. $1,379,437.17 of 
this, 0.8% more than last yeai·, will 
come from taxes. 

Gill's total FY'l4 
budget will he 

$1,458,479.17, 
up 3.2% from the 

previous year. 

As it was noted that some resi
dents had slipped away over the 
course of that procedural wran
gling, a newfound detennination 
and focus set in, and the second half 
of the meeting's articles were dealt 
with somewhat more quickly. 

Incoining Gill-Montague Su
perintendent Michael Sullivan was 
on hand to introduce himself dur
ing discussion of Article 13, which 
would appropriate $1,439,343 to 
cover the town's assessment and 
debt service to the school district. 
"Gill is a place I've come primarily 
for camping and canoeing with my 
kids," said Sullivan, a resident of 
No1thainpton who has been work
ing as an assistant superintendent 
in Longmeadow. "I'm looking for
ward to this being the beginning of 
a long conversation I hope to have 
with you, for years to come." Gill 
welcomed Sullivan with a round of 
applause, and unanimous approval 
for the spending. 

Alticle 16 addressed funding 
for the Cooperative Public Health 
Service, a program of the Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
in which Gill and nine other towns 

Technology Manager Darin 
Pawlus presented the following 
department requests to the school 
committee: 

• Two replacement modules for 
the network server, which he said 
are of critical need - $4,000 each 

• One IBM Blade Center for the 
network - $15,000 

• One IBM SAN Unit to expand 
network backup - $20,000 

• IO Aero Hive wireless access 
units - $1,000 each 

• I 00 replacement hard drives 
for older computers - $60 each 

shai·e costs for services including 
a regional health agent and public 
health nurse. The staitup grant for 
the program ran out and FRCOG is 
looking to the towns to step up their 
contribution. Gill's assessment is 
increasing from $6,804 to $10,206 
this year. The nurse mns a walk-in 
clinic in Conway, Deerfield, and 
Shelburne Falls. 

Phoebe Walker, Director of 
Community Services for the pro
gram, gave a brief presentation and 
answered questions about the ar
rangement. She came aimed with 
signs that residents can post on lo
cal trails, educating the public about 
tickbome disease. Lyme disease, 
according to Walker, accounts for a 
staggering 50% of all communica
ble disease the CPHS encounters in 
the county. In response to a question 
from John Ward, Walker noted that 
the walk-in clinic is not equipped to 
perfo1m blood tests for Lyme. The 
a1ticle passed unanimously. 

A majority vote defeated $3,000 
for the Recreation Coilllnittee. That 
committee needs more than its one 
member to function, and while both 
the selectboard and finance coilllnit
tee asked for a "no" vote, it had been 
put on the wairnnt to draw attention 
to the lack in membership. Speak
ing for their respective boai·ds, Ban
ash and Brown established that if 
someone were to step up, money for 
activities such as soccer or basket
ball is still available from a revolv
ing fund, and the com1nittee's bud
get could be granted at special town 
meeting in the fall. Those interested 
can contact the acting Chair, Nathan 
Duda. 

Article 19, requiring a 2/3 major
ity to bo11'0w $155,000 for a dmnp 
tiuck, got the votes it needed. 

Once again, the topic came back 
to Gill Elementa1y. Since Article 4 

These purchases will expand 
computing capacity for both stu
dents and staff. Espinola said the 
school has aging workstations and 
the students are using ve1y old 
hardware (computers). Older com
puters will be recycled down to 
students in the elementary schools 
where possible. 

Requests from the teachers are: 
• 11 Sma1tBoards for teachers 

who have requested them - $2,670 
each, including installation 

• 25 updated graphics comput-

passed, Alticle 20 would appropri
ate the remaining $45,000 needed to 
pave and regrade the school's park
ing lots, driveway, and basketball 
comt, which cmTently serves as the 
turnaround for school buses. The 
school has installed a guardrail in 
the lower pai·king lot, and Colleen 
Lilly and others questioned whether 
that lot is up to code for the nmn
ber of parking spaces it contains. 
Consti·aints of space and visibility, 
said Lilly, create a hazard, and she 
herself has at times collided with 
other vehicles when backing up in 
the lot. 

A motion to fund 
the defunct Rec

reation Committee 
was put on the war
rant to draw atten
tion to its need for 

new members. 

Brown suggested that, since do
ing the whole project all at once 
would save money, the question 
might be defeffed to special town 
meeting. Sinith and selectboai·d 
member Randy Crochier also won
dered whether it might need to wait 
until more is known about the proj
ect's necessaiy scope. In the end, 
though, the motion passed by ma
jority vote. 

Two a1ticles were passed over. 
The Annual Repo1ts ai·e not finished, 
and so could not be discussed. Also, 
the Capital Improvement Planning 
Coilllnittee did not make a repo1t, 
though Randy Crochier noted that 
upco1ning capital expenses are sure 
to include a fire tiuck, and upgrades 
at the school, pa1ticularly to the 

• 75 replacement monitors -
$110 each 

• 4 iPad ca1ts - $15,429 each 
Espinola said there are 20 iPads 

on each cait. The ca1ts are kept 
stored and then moved to class
rooms as requested by teachers. 
The new graphics computers will 
make possible the expanded graph
ics programs the high school hopes 
to offer next year. 

see SCHOOL page 8 

floors. 
Asked about what upgrades to 

security the district is looking at for 
Gill Elementaiy, Crochier replied 
that new locks, not considered a 
capital improvement item, would be 
likely, but that it is unknown wheth
er new doors will be called for: 
"The last thing I've heard from the 
schools was they weren't interested 
in doors, but it's kind of a moving 
target." Schools the nation over are 
scmtinizing their vulnerability in 
the aftermath of December's mass 
shooting ti·agedy in Newtown, CT. 

Despite the procedural tangles, 
gmmbling, difficulties in the sound 
system, and mmmurs of longer-mn
ning conti·oversies, Tuesday's town 
meeting was done and over in a little 
over two and a qua1ter hours. 
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Franklin County Technical School Students Principal Richard Mai.tin kicked 
things off by emphasizing that the 
graduates were embru.·king on a new 
beginning in life whether it be "stru.t
ing your career at a hospital, salon, or 
restaurant, while others venture into 
making houses, wiring buildings, or 
installing plumbing at a constmction 
site." 

Urged to Embrace New Beginning 

Martin noted that 56 percent of the 
class will go onto pursue additional 
education at colleges, universities or 
technical training institutes, includ
ing Greenfield Community College, 

~ University of Massachusetts, Johnson 
~ & Wales University, Colby-Sawyer 
~ College, ru.1d many more. Ten percent 
w of the graduating class will be joining 
l the military. 

Robert S lowinksi, senior class valedictorian, spoke at the ceremo'!J, 

ls ''The beginning of the rest of your 
1::i life begins after high school gradua
~ ti.on," Mai.tin said. "You will begin 
5 new relationships, while maintaining 
<.> the ones you have established here at 

Franklin County Technical School. 
The most imp011ru.lt new beginning is 
not when you succeed at the expense 
of others, but when others succeed 
because of the time and expense you 
put into them. That tmly is a new be
ginning." 

By MICHAEL REARDON on life that many others do not. You 
have spent the last four years train-

TURNERS FALLS -- Franklin ing for entry into the workforce. You 
County Technical School Class of have all of the tools necessru.y to strut 
2013 valedictoriru.1 Robeit Slowinski a successfol career. Don't throw them 
of Cofrain had some simple, yet pro- away." 
found words for his classmates dur- The 112 members of the class of 
ing his graduation speech held at the 2013 received their diplomas outside 
school on Friday, May 31. on a slllllly and hot evening SUirnund-

FCTS Superintendent James La
veity handed out awru.·ds to a number 
of students. Slowinski, the valedic
torian, won the MVA Outstanding 
Student of the Yeru.· Awru.·d; Dawna 
Goiman of Sunderland received the 

''The 16th president of the United ed by hundreds of fru.nily members 
States Abraham Lincoln once said, and friends. The ceremony was at 
'Whatever you ru.·e be a good one,"' vru.ious times lighthearted, respectfol 
he said. "You have a huge head strut and celebratoiy. 

·AJ~AH, ••• .'l .. L ,_ .. !~-- J/_Dl).udJ,ager,whenhestmck A Far:rier r Dav TnA:11,,f)[;e to a y~ D(JOau vv,.,.,-7 out on his own. He 
• / . worked in Colorado 

By LYN CLARK 

He was made of stem stuff, a mai1 
of iron. Ours was not a cuddly rela
tionship. Born on the Folllih of July 
in 1887 into a Victoriai1 household, 
his ideas of childreaimg did not in
clude playfulness - that was left 
to the womenfolk. He was a calm, 
upiight, fiercely respectable lawyer 
and judge, fair in all ways, a mai1 

whom other~ admi_red ~·emendously. in a gold mine; he slaved with horse 
He never rru.sed his voic_e; he never arid plow to build the 17-mile Drive 
h~d t?. He was ~ot a vam ~an, but on the Monterey Peninsula in Cali
withJet black harr and stru.tling com- fomia; he tended sheep on a ti·amp 
flo~er blue eyes, h~ must have left steamer to Alaska. Often exhausted, 
l~gions of women with broken heru.ts sometimes hU11giy, always resource
sm~ply because he could not be fol, he embraced the veiy physical 
theirs. He was droJ?-dea~ gorgeous. demru.1ds placed on him ai1d consid
And he was my Attlcus Fmch. ered it the making of him, a rough 

But W~lton Clru.:k was. so much eye-opening introduction to people 
mo~·e. I think that httle children see llltlike aiiy he had known and places 
their pru.·ents only as they relate to that he would never forget. He would 
the~elves and not as who_le peo~le have scoffed at today's body builders 
with mternal and e~ternal lives qmte and fimess glllUS, but for the rest of 
sepru.·ate ~·om their own. Onl:Y as his life he daily pushed his body to 
an adult did I sta1t to put the pieces 'ts li ·ts 
together_ that ma?e this man whole, i ,;;;:e~ it apperu.·ed that the United 
and begm to real12e how rei~arkable States would enter World Wai.· I, he 
he really was. Urged _by lus tather single-handedly raised a company of 
t~ study law, whe_n h_is hea1t s de- over 135 men, trained them, arid in 
sire was to ?e a scientist, he made a 1917 commaiided them as Major, and 
pact wi!h him. He would ~ttend la~ later as Lt. Colonel in Fraiice, fight
scho~l if he could have his father_s ing in Champagne, LoITaine, and the 
bles~mg to ta~e a ye~: off fror~J.us Battle ofthe~rgonne Forest. 
studies and disappea1 mto_ t~e lid The practice of law may have 
West. (He _stuck to the bru.gam - he been his vocation, but his avoca
was ~at kmd of g_uy - ai1d he_ later tions pulled him out of the dusty 
practiced law until he was eighty law libraiy and courtroom into the 
years old.) . natural world he so relished, often 

It was still the fu-st decade of the drawing us after him, scramblino to 
20th centllly, ai1d he was Just a teen- 0 

ue, Mas-sachusetts 
FOO:OBANK OF'\\' £STE.RN MASS. 

013, 10AM.-6PM 

Yourlocol 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

MVA Presidential Ceitificate of Mer
it; Virginia Lingwall of Sunderland 
was presented with the MVA Voca
tional Technical Student Achieve
ment Award; Melissa Leru.y ofNoith
field was the recipient of the MSSA 
Student Achievement Award; and 
Malorie Savage of Orange won the 
Superintendent's Award. 

Mykayla Cobllln of Cofrain is the 
class salutatorian. 

The ceremony featured two com
mencement speakers, FCTS English 
teachers Dean Scranton and Heather 
Richards who humorously spoke 
about their friendship despite a wide 
gap in age and experience. Scranton, 
65, is retiring after more than 20 yeru.-s 
teaching at the school. 

Scranton and Richru.·ds concluded 
their remarks by saying that the mes
sage of their speech was that they 
were the message. 

"We became friends because we 
were open to the opportunity of be
ing friends, despite all of our differ
ences," Scranton said. 

Added Richards, "We chose Tech 
because we were open to the oppoitu
nity of teaching at such a unique and 
special school." 

"We hope that you will open 
yoU1-selves to all of the dooi-s that 
you'll find in front of you," Scranton 
said, "and have the courage to walk 
through them." 

Following the ceremony, Rebecca 

keep up. He was an avid oarsman 
(sculler) as a young man and then 
a kayaker. Once a week dlllmg my 
childhood, summer and winter, he 
kayaked in his Klepper Aerius from 
the Connecticut Shore across the 
SoU11d to Long Island, some 15 miles 
there ai1d back. He was also an avid 
moU11tain climber who was at home 
in the Presidential Range of New 
Hampshire, his personal playgi·ound. 
Sometimes with ftiends and fainily, 
but more often alone, he leapt up 
ti-ails through the forests, and across 
ledges, summer and winter, often 
sleeping rough, even in blizzard con
ditions on Mount Washington where 
the men in the Weather Station on top 
came to know him. ("Success, Lyn," 
he told me, "is all in good prepa
ration.") He delighted in meeting 
fierce weather head on, ai1d when the 
wind and the waves became excited, 
so did he. He taught us to love what 
was wild, be it weather or creatures. 
He was a student and then teacher of 
physics, meteorology ru.1d celestial 
navigation. 

And so, it came as no sU1pi1se to 
those who knew him best, that when 
he was 68 yeai·s old he conti·acted 
with a ship builder in Maine to build 
him a 20-foot ketch (double-masted 

LAMORE LUMBER 
~~~~ 
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Brisson, 18, of Charlemont, said she 
was "sad ru.1d excited" to be graduat
ing from FCTS. Brisson, who was in 
the carpentry program, is attending 
Colby-Sawyer College in the fall to 
study sociology. 

"I'll miss my friends at Franklin 
County Tech," she said. "I was really 
close to eveiybody in my caipentiy 
shop." 

Rebecca's mother, Jeru.me Brisson 
said she was proud of her daugliter, 
but also sad that she was leaving the 
school. 

"I love Frru.lklin County Tech," she 
said. "It's a close knit community. It's 
a veiy diverse and accepting school." 

Tricia Woods, 17, a caipently stu
dent from Greenfield, said graduating 
was "the best feeling ever." She said 
she was excited for what the foture 
holds. 

"This school gives you a lot of 
great opportunities that I wasn't open 
to before," Woods said. 

Kyle Taylor, 18, of Ashfield, said 
it was a long road to graduation, but 
he would recommend the school to 
ai1ybody. 

"The teachei-s ai·e great," said the 
electrical student and National Hon
or Society member. "I thank all of 
my teachers who helped me through 
this." 

Michael Reardon senies as public 
relations consultant at FCTS. 

sail boat without auxiliru.y power, 
and no way to radio for help), and 
witl1out telling fru.nily, arid leaving a 
letter for my mother explaining his 
decision, he set sail one foggy morn
ing for Europ~alone, as usual. My 
sister in California heru.·d it on the ra
dio and called me. My mother went 
to bed with a migraine. The Coast 
Guru.·d when it heard, too late to in
tervene - even if it could have - was 
not pleased. 

And no, he didn't die in the at
tempt, nor did he reach Europe, but 
some 500 miles out, realizing that 
there was no way could he attain his 
goal in the time he had allotted from 
his law practice, he turned aroU11d 
ru.1d retlllned. He made a second at
tempt when he was 70, but the hull 
spnmg a leak, and returning he be
came shipwrecked on a small islru.1d 
off the coast of Maine and spent the 
night with a bottle of whiskey he 
had taken with him "for medicinal 
plllposes." He was never a diink
ing man, so it told me the depth of 
his disappointinent ai1d fn15t1·ation, 
although he never complained or 
even disctISsed his feelings relating 
to what he must have considered a 
bitter failure. Typically, he faced up 
to it alone, and facing the inevitable, 
gave the boat to the Sea Scouts.con
tiimed to kayak until he was 95 years 
old on lakes, rivers and the ocean. 
When he was 99, I lectlll·ed him on 
his bad eating habits (he had a pas
sion for McDonald's milk shakes). 
He leveled a gaze at me with those 
incredibly blue, piercing eyes, and 
just smiled. He still had a foll head 
of hair, now snow white, and still 
enjoyed peifect eyesight, and peifect 
heaimg. He died just three months 
shy of his I 00th bi.ithday. Hey, he 
might have lived to 110 were it not 
for those milk shakes, mighm't he? 

It comes to all of us after a while, 
that realization that our pru.·ents have 
inner lives just as we do, di·eams re
alized and unrealized, thoughts and 
beliefs that intentionally and unin
tentionally spill over to us and we 
absorb. Their i.irlluence, for better or 
worse, is profotmd, and like it or not 
we cany them with us, inside of us 
long after they are gone. In that re
spect, I got lucky. Thailk you, Dad. 
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Turners Falls to Mt. Everett, 3-0 near the plate. Ozdarski put the tag 
on her, and whipped the ball out to 
Putala at second, for a brilliant dou
ble play. 

bunt all the way to third base. Nata
sha MacLeay then sacrificed to first, 
scoring the rnnner, and giving Mt. 
Everett a 3-0 lead. By DAVID DETMOLD 

After a convincing 8-0 rout of 
Granby at the Western Mass semifi
nals on Thursday, June 6, post-sea
son play for the Turners Falls girls 
softball team came to a disappoint
ing end on Sunday, at the Western 
Mass Division III finals at UMass, 
where the Turners team fell to the 
Mt. Everett Eagles, 3-0. The loss 
put an end to Tmners' nine straight 
years of claiming the Western Mass 
softball championship trophy. 

After their first two batters, Jen
na Putala and Dakota Smith-Porter, 
connected for singles in the first in
ning, Turners went hitless for the 
remainder of the game. No mat
ter how hard they battled, and the 
number of foul balls was testament 
to their tenacity, the Turners girls 
just could not hit the fastball of Mt. 
Everett hurler Alicia Bazonski. Al
though they played well in the field, 
executing two double plays and al
lowing just five hits, they did make 
three eITors - and it was those eITors 
that cost them the game. 

Mt. Everett got off to an early 
lead in the second inning when lead-

off batter Sam Hoover drew one 
of only two walks Turners pitcher 
Smith-Porter gave up tl1at day. Her 
sister Alex sacrificed with a bunt to 
the mound, moving the 1unner to 
second. 

Then Turners made their first 
fielding eITor of the day, when Em
ily Coon smacked a line drive down 
the left field line, and Amber Caou
ette could not get it in her glove. By 
the time she fielded it, Hoover had 
rounded the bag at third and headed 
for home. Smith-Porter recovered 
by fanning the designated hitter and 
forcing the next batter into a pop out 
at third. 

After giving up two hits in the 
first inning, and allowing Brittany 
York to get to first on an eITor, as 
she drove a hard grounder under the 
glove of the third basewoman, Ba
zonski dominated the game, retiring 
the next 13 Turners batters in a row. 
Not until Smith-Porter got on in the 
top of the sixth, with an eITor at sec
ond, did Turners see another runner 
on base. T.J. Sanders took Bazons
ki 's measure for the second and last 
base on balls the Eagles' pitcher al
lowed that day. But Turners, down 

by one, with one away, was unable 
to bring the mnners home. 

Mackenzie Salls almost broke 
it open with a shallow pop fly to 
left field. Three Mt. Everett players 
converged on it, and no one called 
it, and for a brief moment it looked 
like it might drop. But at the ve1y 
last moment, shortstop Emily Coon 
made a diving shoestring catch, and 
came up with it, dashing Turners' 
hopes for a late inning rally. Catch
er Morgan Ozdarski fell behind 0-2 
and then battled back hard, fouling 
one pitch after another away until 
the count was full, but then grotmd
ed out to the pitcher to end the in
ning. 

It was Ozdarski, by the way, that 
made the most brilliant defensive 
play for Tmners in the bottom of the 
fomth, after Bazonski had drawn a 
walk from her rival, and her courtesy 
mnner had advanced to second on a 
sacrifice bunt. With one away, Alex 
Hoover swung at a high 0-2 pitch 
from Smith-Porter and dropped it 
into shallow left field. With the run
ner rounding third, Caouette fielded 
the ball and had it into Ozdarski's 
mitt before the mnner even came 

Putala was responsible for Turn
ers' second double play in the bot
tom of the fifth, when Smith-Porter, 
with one away, hit the Eagles' des
ignated hitter, Kersten Cutlip, with a 
low inside fast ball. Brooke Moore
house got to the plate, knocked a 
slow grounder to Putala, who put 
the tag on the rnnner and fired to 
first for the third out. 

And so it went, with strong pitch
ing by Bazonski and Smith-Porter, 
who struck out two, and strong field
ing by Turners keeping the game in 
play, 1-0 Eagles, m1til the bottom of 
the sixtl1 inning, when Haley Fim1 
hit a slow grounder to shortstop 
Sanders, who threw high, over the 
glove of Mackenzie Salls at first to 
start things off for Mt. Everett. 

Morgan DeGrenier telegraphed 
her intent to bunt, and proceeded to 
do so on the next pitch, dropping the 
ball in the dirt in front of the plate, 
where Ozdarski scooped it up. But 
her throw to first was high over the 
head of the fielder, and proceeded 
down the right field line past Brit
tany York, allowing Finn to score, 
and DeGrenier to stretch her paltry 

As it turned out, that was more 
than enough to dim the hopes of 
Turners Falls. When they got up for 
their last at bat, with coach Gary 
Mullins pacing in front of the dug
out, time had all but nm out for the 
home town team. 

Brittany York gave it her best 
shot, and almost beat the throw 
from sh01tstop after connecting sol
idly with the first pitch from Bazon
ski. Some might say she did beat the 
throw, but not the first base umpire. 

Breanna Breault took a strike and 
then hit a line drive that made hea1ts 
leap in the Turners' stands. It made 
the tl1ird baseman leap too, and dam 
it all, she came down with it. Amber 
Caouette battled Bazonski - who 
had an aggressive habit of snarling 
"Aaugh!" after releasing each pitch, 
in a further attempt to intimidate the 
opposition - to a full count. 

Then she went down, looking 
at the last strike, and the Turners 
fans issued a collective groaned: 
"Aaugh!" as if echoing, in a minor 
key, tl1e battle cry of the triumphant 
pitcher for the Mt. Everett Eagles, 
who had dashed their hopes at last. 

Dakota Smith-Porter Will be Playing 
Softball for UMass Next Year 

ball there. UMass softball is ranked 
in the top thirty in the country right 
now. 

Smith-Potter will start softball in 
August, and begin her first year of 

wishes go out to Smith-Porter to 
accomplish even more of her goals 
and dreams; I know she will accom
plish them all. 

By COURTNEY EUGIN 

TURNERS FALLS - Dakota 
Smith-Porter, ace Turners Fall Higl1 
School pitcher, and a 2013 graduate, 
was awarded a softball scholarship 
to the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst. Smith-Porter has been 
playing softball since the fomth 
grade, and it has become her pas
sion. Until her sophomore year she 
played volleyball for Turners Falls. 
"I stopped," said Smith-Porter, "be
cause I wanted to focus more on 
softball pitching, joining different 
tr·avel teams during the summer and 
getting more competitive." This 
past surmner Smith-Porter took part 
in the UMass softball camp where 
she was coached by UMass coaches 
and former players on the team. 
She said, "There they sta1ted getting 
interested in me." 

Smith- Porter has been partici
pating in softball camps during the 
summers. One day when Smith
Porter went to Boston to visit col
leges and explore all her options af
ter graduating from high school she 
got a surprise. "I was walking in 
Boston wear'ing a softball shirt, and 
a guy came up to me and asked, 'Are 
you looking for somethir1g?' and 
then asked, 'Do you play Softball?' 
He ir1troduced himself to me saying 
he was Emerson College's Softball 

Serenit~ 
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coach and coach for the tr·avel team, 
'Polar Cmsh Gold'. He asked me to 
come and try out for them." 

Smith-Porter agreed, and easily 
won a place on the team. She will 

be playing for "Polar· Cmsh 
Gold" for the first time this 
summer. She also joined 
"Planet Fast Pitch" where 
she works on her pitching 
skills. 

To get UMass to notice 
her she kept contacting them 
through email mentioning 
everythi.t1g she was doing to 
prepare herself for college 
softball, and telling them 
about all the camps and clin
ics she was doir1g. When she 
talked to the UMass coaches, 
Smith-Porter said they told 
her, "Participating ir1 the 
camps was key." 

When Smith-Porter got the 
definite offer from UMass, 
they informed her, "The big 
thir1g we like about you is 
that you are a good student." 
They had also mentioned that 
they "war1ted her for who she 
was and they knew she was 
already a good player but 
wanted to cultivate her ir1to 
an even better one." 

In reacting to receiving 
this astow1ding scholar·ship, 
Smith-Porter said, "I am very 

fortunate and grateful that I was 
able to follow my dream." She's 
always wanted to attend the Univer
sity of Massachusetts and play soft-

college ir1 September. She intends Courtney Eugin is the Montague 
to major in Psychology. My best Reporter's TFHS intern. 

SATURDAY JUNE 15 EVENTS: 10 TO 4 
MAIN AIRPORT ENTRANCE 

• Mass DOT Aeronautics flight simulator 
• Plane rides, Local vendors, Food 
• Many airplanes on display! Vintage Planes! 
• Free event, free parking, suggested donations 
• More info @ w,vw. turnersfallsairport. com 

SUNDAY JUNE 16 EVENTS: 10 TO 4 - Entrance Gate 4 
THIRD ANNUAL FATHER'S DAY FUN FLY! 

• Live model airplane demonstrations from local RC clubs 
• Aerobatics demonstrations by Dean Lampron 
• Fly model airplanes and Flight simulators 
• FPV / drone demonstrations 
• Kids activities table, DJ Music, 50/50 Raffies 
• Food served by Cliff's Smoking Back Yard BBQ 
• More info @WW\'V.franklinrc.com 
• Free event, free parking, suggested donations 
• Parachute Jmnper between 12 noon to 1 p.m. -=---------~--

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 

Local Handcrafted Cedar 
Meditation 5enches and Altars 

Sacred inlaid designs, c.u5tom available. 

l\ic~ 5aruc Solidarit_y Handworks 
Seeds of Solidarit_y Orange, MA 978-5++-756+ 

SCAPES BUILDERS 
& EXCAVA'nON, LI.C. 

Renovation Site Work 

P. 413-665-0185 
I LON Hillside Road 

,vw,Y.scapesbujlders.com 
South Deerfield, MAO 13 73 

\ • 4 
omt,iete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone. retaln1ng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 4 l 3-86"3-4322 

and at our nelV location or802-579-l 800 
5-29 S, Main St, Brottleboro www.shanahonsupply.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Home: (978) 544-6534 
Cell: (413) 461-5172 
Wendell, MA 

peterwaters@gis.net 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Lino Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

I 

REALTY 
Big enough to deliver, 
small enough to care! 

MOVING 
Boxes & Packing Materials 
U-Haul Rentals & Movers 

SELF STORAGE 
Best Rates in the Valley! 

74 Mohawk Trail 

Greenfield, MA 

774-2331 

Nichols Vision 
Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

t.:.rcf ~ 
Providers for EYEMED, 
DAVIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296AvenueA 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA. 0137G 
(413) 8G3 -0100 
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Medical Marijuana Moratorium Munched Board Meets with Access Advocates, Outside 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

The Gill selectboard on 
June 3 chewed over the pos
sibility of imposing a year
long moratorium on the sit
ing of any potential medical 
marijuana dispensa1y within 
town borders, which would 
allow the planning board 
time to consider the zoning 
issues involved in locating 
such a facility. But in the end 
the board decided to bag the 
whole idea for the time be
ing, since it was too late for 
the planning board to hold a 
public hearing before town 
meeting on Tuesday, June 
11. 

Medical marijuana entre
preneurs do not appear to be 
holding their breath in an
ticipation of the town revis
ing bylaws to accommodate 
them anyway. As selectboard 
member Randy Crochier 
pointed out, recently released 
regulations from the state 
Department of Health require 
anyone hoping to open a dis
pensaiy to post a half million 
dollars in escrow, to ensure 
reliability of supply. Leave 
it to the bureaucrats to bring 
you down. 

Crochier said state law 
will not allow a town to pro
hibit the siting of a medical 
mai·ijuana dispensa1y within 
its borders, and no moratori
um longer than one yeai· will 
be pe1mitted. 

He noted that 70% of Mas
sachusetts voters approved 
the citizen initiated referen
dum legalizing the medical 
use of pot in the Common
wealth (although 47% forgot 
which way they voted after 
leaving the polls). 

Crochier said registered 
patients would be able to 
purchase up to $4,000 w01th 
of weed from a dispensa1y 
at a time. As many as five 
dispensai·ies are allowed in 
any county, so patients won't 
have to drive too far to get it. 
He said the state considers 
ten ounces of pot to be a 60 
days supply. (Whoa! What 
are they smoking out there in 
Boston?) 

Conside1-ing the amount of 
green stuff involved, should 
dispensai·ies be simply zoned 
commercial? Or ag11cultur
al? 

"If there's a growing com
ponent involved," said Ann 
Banash, "and there has to 
be ... how do you make sure 
there's no access to it for 
someone driving by?" (Wait. 
lsn 't that the point?) 

A few minutes later, Cro
chier responded that state 
regs require dispensaries to 
be locked after hours and 
equipped with security cam
eras. 

He also said the local 
board of health might need 
to get involved, since "there 
may be a food production 

component." Brownies were 
not mentioned, but lollipops 
were. 

The discussion about Gill's 
position on medical pot came 
up because both Crochier and 
town administi·ative assistant 
Ray Pm-ington attended a 
workshop on the issue spon
sored by the Franklin Council 
of Governments on May 29. 

Crochier said it was the 
heaviest attendance he had 
ever seen at a FRCOG sym
posimn. He said the lawyers 
who were on hand to explain 
the new state regs told the au
dience the number one ques
tion they get asked at these 
fo1ums is: "Did you b1-ing 
any samples?" 

In other news, the board 
declined to include an article 
allowing for Gill to negotiate 
for municipal net metering of 
solar energy on the upcoming 
June 11 annual town meeting 
agenda. 

Claire Chang, of the Gill 
energy commission ex
plained: "The requirement 
for a 20-yeai· contract is too 
long. We don't have to do it 
now. And we want to pursue 
solar photovoltaics on the 
Mai-iamante parcel," instead. 

The town hall roof is 
neai·ly done, Purington told 
the board. The anticipated 
cost will be $52,780, about 
$ I 0,000 less than town meet
ing approp11ated for the job. 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

New Key Employees Must Reside in 
Erving if New Bylaw Passes 

By KATIE NOLAN 

On Monday night, the Er
ving selectboard finalized the 
three wal1'ant aiticles for the 
June 24 special town meeting 
(STM). The STM will decide 
whether to authorize $67,236 
for the fo1mer Usher Plant 
redevelopment project, and 
$50,000 for Erving Elemen
taiy School (EES) security 
measures. The third a1ticle is 
a bylaw requiring key town 
employees to reside in town. 

The Usher Plant Re-Use 
committee met jointly with 
the selectboard to pres
ent their proposed budget, 
which includes money for 
roof repairs to the fo1mer 
boiler building, a planning 
consultant, an evaluation of 
environmental pe1mitting is
sues, surveillance cameras, 
an LCD projector and screen, 
and movable lighting. 

The EES security mea
sures include ban-ier poles to 
prevent cars from driving into 
the building, a bal1'ier gate for 
the playground ai·ea, and new 
signs. The recommendations 
are the result of an audit of 
the school by a state trooper. 

Alticle 3 of the wal1'ant es
tablishes a residency require
ment for the police chief, fire 
chief, highway supe11nten
dent, and town administrator. 

Appointees to these positions 
after passage of the bylaw 
will have 6 months to acquire 
residency in Erving. Cu11'ent 
employees in these positions 
will not be affected by the 
bylaw. 

The STM will be held 
Monday June 24 at 7 p.m. at 
Town Hall. 

In other business, the se
lectboard prepared questions 
for Hampshire Power about 
the proposal to switch from 
National GI-id and WMECO 
to Hampshire Power as the 
residential electrical sup
plier. Under the Hampshire 
Power municipal aggregation 
program, HCOG would buy 
electi-icity in bulk and sell it 
to Erving residents and small 
businesses. Hampshire Power 
says that this is likely to result 
in lower electi·ic bills for con
sumers. If the selectboard en
ters into a municipal aggrega
tion conti·act with Hampshire 
Power, WMECO and Na
tional GI-id customers would 
automatically become Hamp
shire Power customers. In or
der to stay with WMECO or 
National GI-id, the customer 
would be required to actively 
opt out of Hampshire Power. 

The boai·d wanted more 
information about whether 
a National GI·id or WMECO 
customer who becomes a 

Hampshire Power customer 
can switch back to National 
GI-id or WMECO and retain 
the same pricing plan they 
had with the original com
pany. 

Other questions from the 
board included: Will the rates 
be the same for both sides of 
town? and Will the town need 
to sign one contract or two, 
one for WMECO and one for 
National Grid? The board 
also requested copies of the 
"opt-out" letter and sample 
bills. Town administi·ator 
Tom Sharp will email Ken 
Elstein of Hampshire Power 
and provide the answers to 
the selectboard. 

The selectboard accepted 
the resignation of N01ma 
Charbonneau of East Pros
pect Street from the Council 
on Aging. 

SCHOOL from page 5 

Shelly Clark, member 
from Montague, commented 
that the price for the Smart
Boards was ve1y reasonable. 
Espinola said, last yeai· the 
district got ten SmaitBoards 
for teachers who requested 
them, and they've been ve1y 
happy with this unit. 

Other teachers who were 
not sure how they felt about 
this new technology were 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

On the second evening 
following a four-hour-long 
annual town meeting, the 
Wendell selectboai·d met for 
their regularly scheduled 
meeting on Jm1e 5 and, after 
concluding their business in 
the selectboard office, moved 
to the town hall to meet some 
citizens who had concerns 
about access to town build
ings. They brought with them 
a proposal for a Wendell Ac
cess Committee (WAC). 

After the selectboai·d 
entered the town hall they 
agreed to go outside to meet 
the citizens, and so brought 
folding chairs outside, fo1m
ing a circle in the parking ai·ea 
in front of town hall and the 
police station. The evening 
was mild, and mosquitoes 
stayed away as darkness fell 
and the issues were raised. 

Betsy Aines interpreted 
the signing of Sharon Wa
chsler, whose sore voice was 
barely audible. The proposal 
was also available with prec
edents and details in a type
written handout. The idea 
is to have a five-member 
committee that includes dis
abled people, family mem
bers of disabled people, and 
nonnally able people. The 
committee's job would be to 
ensure access and the needs 
of people with special sen
sibilities before work on a 
project gets sta1ted. Through 
Ames, Wachsler said she was 
ove1whelmed by the number 
of people in the circle: close 
to a dozen, with three boai·d 
members, people who came 
with Wachsler, three mem
bers of the press, and mem
bers of the kitchen design 
group. 

Selectboard chair ChI-is
tine Heai·d's first comment 
was that finding volunteers 
to work on town commit
tees is almost a full-time 
job, and she wondered if five 
people could be found. Wa
chsler said that some people 
already had expressed inter
est. Selectboard member Dan 
Keller said he liked the idea 
in principle, but that there are 
a nmnber of legalities to be 
worked out. Heard said that 
tirings should be done, "in 
the right way," and that takes 
some time. 

Keller mentioned that un
til recently, a speakerphone 
was used at town meetings to 

now interested in getting 
them for their classrooms. 
The SmartBoards replace 
projectors whose images 
are not as shai-p as those on 
SmaitBoards. 

The requests from the 
Network Manager total 
$95,000, and requests from 
teachers total $140,196. The 
grand total is $235,196. The 
school c01mnittee approved 
this request unanimously. 

allow one disabled person to 
take pa1t, but that town coun
sel confirmed that state law 
requires a person to be pres
ent at town meeting to vote 
or to speak. Pa1ticipation 
at a selectboard meeting by 
speakerphone is allowed. 

The circle dispersed, with 
people bringing their chairs 
back into the town hall. 

The meeting opened with 
treasurer Carolyn Manley go
ing over a draft of proposed 
changes to the town's person
nel policy for them to review 
and for town counsel to re
view before the next meet
ing. 

Solar Progress 
Dave Mascroft of Enviro

health gave the selectboai·d 
an update on progress on the 
2-megawatt solar generat
ing station that Envirohealth 
is asking Wendell to host. 
Envirohealth is investing 
$50,000 to $60,000 for the 
impact study phase. Prope1ty 
tax for the facility needs to 
be resolved with the town; 
other towns have a1rnnged 
for payments in lieu of taxes 
(PILOT). Envirohealth needs 
National Grid to give them 
a price for connecting to the 
g11d, and if that comes by 
July or August, Envirohealth 
is hoping to be generating 
electi-icity by December. If 
there is too much delay, the 
installation will be built in 
sp11ng. 

Envirohealth will pay 
Wendell rent for eve1y kilo
watt of elech-icity it produc
es, but will not give Wendell 
a discount on its electric bill, 
because Seaboard Solar, for 
winch Wendell is hosting 8 
megawatts, is already giving 
that discount. Envirohealth 
will sta1t making its rent pay
ments on schedule whether 
its project is producing elec
tricity or not. 

Town Vault Issues 
Town clerk GI·etchen 

Smith brought up the fact that 
temperature and humidity in 
the town vault went up after 
months of being kept under 
control by the dehmnidifier. 
The cause may be frequent 
ope11ing of the door in the 
recent rainy weather. Keller 
said that he has some ideas 
for adjusting the humidity, 
and that he recommended a 
box of baking soda, changed 
regularly, to conti·ol the odor. 

The school committee 
also voted to approve ques
tions for a smvey to be post
ed on the dish-ict website. 
The stated pm-pose of this 
smvey is to "increase and 
improve communications 
between the Gill-Montague 
Regional School Committee 
and the c01mnunity." 

School committee chair 
Joyce Phillips asked the com
munity to please take pait in 

Good Neighbors 
The president of Good 

Neighbors, Nancy GI·aton, 
and other Good Neighbors 
officials gave an overview of 
Good Neighbors' operation. 
The food pantry is open to ev
e1yone, regardless of income, 
except for a limited amount 
of USDA food from the Food 
Bank that is income-eligible. 
They have 12 drivers, 8 of 
whom ai·e regular, who make 
weekly trips to IO local stores 
that othe1wise would have 
to dispose of an astonishing 
amount of food. 

Local gai·den surplus will 
be available, and soon, so 
will produce from Wendell's 
Stone's Throw Farm. For a 
volunta1y donation of $5, 
a Wendell or New Salem 
resident can enter the town 
hall every Sunday and get a 
week's food. 148 households 
are members, and the town 
hall is full eve1y Sunday. 
Leftovers are given to other 
panti·ies, or a fa1mer who 
feeds the best to livestock, 
and composts the rest. 

Asked by Heard why Good 
Neighbors is so successful 
when other food pantI-ies are 
stiuggling, GI·aton answered 
that they take calls and dona
tions on Sundays when stores 
are clearing out, and that they 
have a high quality of vol
m1teers, including dedicated 
drivers. 

She said that with se
lectboard pe1mission Good 
Neighbors will pay for wi1-ing 
that will allow their refrig
erators to be moved into the 
front room, allowing work on 
the town hall kitchen to strut, 
and with a grant will replace 
an old inefficient refI-igera
tor with a new Energy Stai· 
model. 

Good Neighbors member 
Rosie Heidkamp concluded, 
saying, "So we can go ahead 
with the changes and re
pairs?" Board members made 
no objection. 

The selectboard accept
ed a bid of $1,465 from Tri 
County Constmction to build 
a fence to screen the town hall 
from a neighbor's prope1ty. 
Selectboai·d member Jeoffrey 
Pooser added a reminder that 
the neighbor be notified, as 
agreed, before work sta1ts. 

The selectboard concluded 
their meeting in the town hall 
with an executive session, to 
discuss strategy with respect 
to litigation. 

this smvey and emphasized 
that eve1yone is invited to 
participate whether or not 
they are involved directly 
with the schools. A link to 
the survey can be found on 
the disti·ict website, www. 
g1msd.org. 

The next regulai· school 
committee meeting will be 
held on June 25, 2013 
at Turners Falls High 1,. 
School at 7 p.m. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORTSrIOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

1' 'T, ~ ~ 
nclcYCLE 

274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

• BMW Pans , Helmeis 
, Accessories , Books 
, & Apparel • Model& 

ALLAN• DAVID 
Tct (413) 861-9543 E•mail:AJCYC@CROCKBR.COM 
Fllll: (413) 863-4920 Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~-

COMPLETE 

SrTEWORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863. 4462 

SALES • SERVICE • JNSTALI.ATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

HWe give you a place to go" 

1 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044-

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 



JUNE 13, 2013 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 9 

LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here 3' the way it was on June 12, 
2003: News from the Montague Re
porter 3' archive. 

it seemed that two separate meet
ings were taking place in the same 
room, one attended by the commis
sion and the other by the residents. 
Michael Naughton asked, "Do we 
really need this facility in this loca
tion?" 

old firehouse at 24 Third Street. The 
featured work of the night is The 
Bridge, a 4' x 8' woodcut print on 
fabric, so big the town of Montague 
had to help print it with one of their 
steamrollers in Peskeompskut Park. 
The lead artist, Jeremy Latch, had 
help with tl1e carving from teens of 
the Brick House's Hot Spot Teen 
Center. 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Bids Reviewed for High
Speed Fiber Buildout 

Gee Accepts Top Slot at GMRSD 
On Wednesday, the Gill-Mon

tague schools received the news 
that Sue M. Gee will assume her 
duties as the new Superintendent on 
August 1. Patricia Crosby, school 
committee chair, said the committee 
"got a really strong sense of lead
ership in tough times" from Gee. 
"She has worked nationally to lead 
administrations through the process 
of school refo1m ... She is the best 
educator we could find." 

Airport Expansion Panned 
The public hearing on Monday 

to discuss the planned expansion 
of the Turners Falls airpo1t proved 
to be a lively affair, attended by 
more than thi1ty residents. At times 

Town Coordinator 
Search Continues 

The selectboards of Wendell and 
New Salem met together on June 
4 to nai1·ow the field of applicants 
for the position of town coordina
tor. Donna Walters was hired for the 
post in mid-Febrnaiy, but quit at the 
end of March, citing a lack of office 
equipment and furniture. The tem
pora1y absence of a coordinator has 
proven to be a challenge. 

Art Auction at Studio B 
This Saturday, rut donated by 

ai·ea artists will be auctioned at the 

Erving Sells Crown Vic 
In open session, tl1e selectboai·d 

made a motion to accept sealed bids 
for the 1999 Ford Crown Victoria 
fo1merly used by the chief of po
lice. The board established a mini
mmn bid of$4,500 and said the bids 
would be opened on July 14. The 
auto was recently taken out of ser
vice when the town acquired a new 
four-wheel drive Ford Expedition. 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Livability Study of Downtown: 
A Plan for the Next 20 Years 

eral of the goals 
Downtown 

Turners Falls LIVABILITY PLAN identified through 
these meetings. 
They ranged from 
enhancing connec
tivity for pedestri-

FINAL REPORT -~ ,,.,,5-· .. ,~t#'i.~ 
,._.w,.. .. ,..,,..tis.-...n 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

The centerpiece of the June 10 
selectboai·d meeting was town plan
ner Walter Ramsey's presentation 
of the Downtown Livability Study 
for the selectboard's approval and 
acceptance. The document is a hefty 
155-page study providing the town 
with a tl1orough look at the down
town business and residential dis
trict. Not since Alvah Crocker sur
veyed Turners Falls for a manufac
turing site has the downtown been 
so closely scrntinized, measured, 
and evaluated for its conduciveness 
to civic life and commercial growth 
and sustainability. Although the 
companies of Dodson & Flinker, 
Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates 
and Dietz & Co. guided the evalu
ation process, they were led by 
citizens representing every aspect 
of the population of downtown and 
formed into two groups: a 12 mem
ber Adviso1y group, and a 30 mem
ber working group of citizens, rep
resenting stakeholders and interest 
groups in downtown Turners. 

Ramsey went on to describe sev-

ans and cyclists, 
to increased handi
cap access, to im
proved appearance 
and accessibility 
for Avenue A busi
nesses, expanded 
support for down
town events to 

improved services such as trash col
lection in alleyways, more transit 
se1vice, and community gardens. It 
included a suggestion for develop
ing a Joint Downtown Partnership 
with a downtown manager to refine 
mai·keting, and suppo1t retention of 
businesses. Another goal was to en
hance the gateways to Tmners Falls 
as a way to pull vehicles/visitors off 
Route 2. These effo1ts would be en
hanced by the creation of overnight 
accommodations for folks want
ing to spend more time in the area. 
Another goal was tl1e expansion of 
private-public cooperation through 
such avenues as the development 
of the Strathmore, and the increas
ing of market-rate housing without 
pushing out affordable rentals. 

A hard copy will be available to 
the public at Carnegie Libra1y on 
Monday June 17 as well as in Town 
Hall. It is available online at the 
town's website: http://www.mon
tague.net/Pages/MontagueMA_ 
Planning/TF%20Final%20Report%, 
2006112013.pdf 

The board of selectmen accepted 

and approved the Livability Plan 
unanimously, with Pat Allen adding 
her appreciation for the great work 
done to realize the final plan. 

Ramsey pointed out that the town 
has ah·eady begun moving in the di
rection of the plan through negoti
ating with Powe1town's Hall.Keen 
Management to tum street level 
windows back into store fronts, and 
the effo1t to replace street lighting 
on Avenue A with historically-com
patible style fixtures, but environ
mentally friendly with less-costly 
LED lighting. 

Ramsey added that he is extend
ing a request for expressions of in
terest in St. Anne's and the rectory. 
He is looking for letters of interest 
and will hold an open house of both 
prope1ties to those who have sent a 
letter. 

Frank Abbondanzio asked the 
board to approve the newly rene
gotiated three-year lease with the 
Colle tenant, New England Founda
tion for Children. The board unani
mously approved and signed the 
lease. 

In other business Mai·k Fair
brother was appointed the regulai· 
BOS representative to the FRTA 
Advisory Board from July 1 until 
June 30, 2014, with Chris Boutwell 
as the alternate. Kevin Hart was ap
pointed as Chestnut Hill represen
tative to the Broadband committee 
until June 2014. 

A pe1mit to use Peskeompskut 
Pai·k was granted to the Big Broth
ers Big Sisters for June 26 from 6 to 
8 pm. with a rain date of July 10. It 
will be an ice cream social. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

The selectboard discussed the 
latest bids to install the first mu
nicipally owned and financed high 
speed fiber optic network in Western 
Massachusetts; Leverett's trailblaz
ing effo1t would provide broadband 
internet access to each and eve1y 
household and business in town that 
wants the se1vice. The first round 
of bidding, which ended in eai·ly 
March with the town awarding the 
bid to G4S, the same company that 
is providing "middle mile" connec
tivity for Leverett and over 100 oth
er Western and Central Massachu
setts communities, under contract 
with the Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute, for $2,751,261. In 2012, 
town meeting approved bo1TOwing 
up to $3.6 million to bring universal 
high speed internet to Leverett. 

The Massachusetts attorney gen
eral's office tossed out the first bid 
offering a few weeks later on tech
nical grounds. On June 6, the town 
opened the second round of bids, 
and again found a company called 
Millenium to be the lowest bidder 
- at $2,275,731. The town had re
jected Millenium's first bid as in
complete, and selectboard member 
Peter d'Enico, who is spearheading 
the effo1t to establish the town's 
broadband network along with the 
broadband committee, again on 
Tuesday expressed some doubt that 
the smaller company had the proven 
track record to accomplish the job. 

This time around, perhaps be
cause of tightened technical specifi
cations in the bid, G4S came in with 
a substantially lower bid than in the 
first rom1d - offe1ing to do the job 
for $2,298,762. 

The board intends to consult with 
the attorney general's office before 
awarding a contract to the lowest 
competent bidder. 

D'Enico said the town is still 
exainining possible sources of state 
funding to assist with the project, 
"but we ai·e not waiting for that." 
The target date for completion re
mains 2014. 

Pond Spending Approved 
In other news, the selectboard ap

proved spending $200 to assist the 
Friends of the Leverett Pond in ap
plying the herbicide Renovate Max
G (described as pellitized, granular, 
2,4-D BEE mixed with T1iclopyr) 
on invasive weeds in the pond, in 
a multi-yeai· program approved by 
the conse1vation commission and 
the Depa1tment of Environmen
tal Protection. Lakeside residents 
ai·e advised to cover their flowers 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

A Rash of Petty Larceny 

reasonable, leaving the scene 
of a property damage acci
dent, disorderly conduct, and 
disturbing the peace. 

be a problem with the phone 
line. 
6:SS p.m. Report of gunshots 
in area of Mountain Road. 
Caller believes it may be some

Monday, 6/3 
11 :05 a.m. Report of sick 
woodchuck at Warner Street 
residence. 
1:19 p.m. Report of loud mu
sic in Northfield Road area. 
Checked area. No music play
ing. 
10 p.m. Dispatched to area of 
Dorsey Road. Report of sub
jects breaking & entering into 
vehicle, and other subjects 
chasing them. 
11 p.m. Arrested 

for breaking & entering into a 
motor vehicle and larceny of 
under $260. 
Tuesday, 6/4 
10 a.m. Report of dog bite on 
Briggs Street. Report taken. 
11 a.m. Medical emergency 
at Farley Ledges for injured 
hiker. Assisted on scene with 
Erving Fire. 
S:SO p.m. Report of loose dog 
on ·west High Street. Located 
same and advised owner of 
leash law and to-wn dog reg
istration. 

\,Vednesday, 6/ 5 
8:45 a.m. Disabled motor ve
hicle on Route 2 at Christina's. 
Removed same. 
1 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

for breaking & 
entering into a motor vehicle, 
larceny under $250, and fur
nishing alcohol to a minor. 
1 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to an 18-year-old for 
reckless operation of a mo
tor vehicle, speed greater than 

Friday, 6/7 
9 a.m. Criminal complaint is
sued to 

0 

or arceny 
rary materials under 

$250. 
9 a.m. Criminal com laint is-

or arceny o 
1 rary materials under $250. 
10:SO p.m. Medical emergency 
on East Main Street. Assisted 
on scene. 
Saturday, 6/8 
8:42 a.m. 911 call from Public 
Works Boulevard. Found to 

one target practicing. 
7 p.m. Arrested 

or operatlng a 
motor vehicle with suspended 
license, expired registration, 
and having failed to get her 
vehicle inspected. 
Sunday, 6/9 
8: 15 p.m. Loose dog on Lillians 
Way. Owner to be contacted. 
8:55 p.m. Neighbor dispute on 
State Road. Spoke with both 
subjects. Dispute was verbal. 

and garden plants to coincide with 
the herbicide's application, gener
ally within 30-50 feet of shore. The 
treatment will be followed up with 
an hour or two of "weed raking" 
with a hydro-rake to remove the root 
systems of the dead milfoil, curly
leaf pondweed and "other nuisance 
aquatic vegetation." 

The pond is a popular destination 
point for hikers, kayakers, and bird
watchers; the fire depa11ment also 
uses it as a potential filling source 
for tankers. The selectboard will 
ask the fire department to contrib
ute funds towai·ds the rental of the 
hydro-rake. 

School Matters 
The board sent letters to local 

legislators "to protest the decrease 
in chaiter school reimbursement be
ing proposed in both the State House 
and Senate," saying "Leverett and 
other towns are already strnggling 
with school budgets, having to cut 
programs in order to fund charter 
schools, ever-increasing special 
education costs and implementation 
of state mandated programs such as 
Common Core." 

The boai·d also sent a letter to 
Mai·ia Ge1yk, superintendent of tl1e 
Ainl1erst-Pelham Regional School 
District, protesting the insuffi
cient advance discussion of capital 
spending on projects like new ten
nis comts for the middle school 
($306,000) and renovations to tl1e 
boys locker room at the high school 
(over $200,000) at a time of ongo
ing budget auste1ity, program cuts 
and staff reduction. 

Laurel Kahn has stepped down 
as the chair of the Leverett commu
nity prese1vation committee (CPC). 
The selectboard praised her efforts 
in that role. 

Boai·d member Julie Shively said 
ongoing negotiations over the pre
cise te1ms of an affordable housing 
deed restriction has so fai· prevented 
the town from implementing its 
plans to make CPC funds available 
to applicants interested in accessing 
town funds for affordable housing 
covenants. By law, at least 10% of 
monies raised through tl1e volun
taiy, town approved 2% surcharge 
on prope1ty tax bills under the Com
munity Preservation Act - which 
provides state matching funds for 
approved projects - must be spent 
on affordable housing. Shively said 
tl1e town has at least $80,000 set 
aside to assist with affordable hous
ing projects in town, and potentially 
lai·ger sums are available through 
the CPC. 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 

please email: poetry 

@montaguereporter.org 

for consideration in the 

monthly Poetry Page. 

Include 25-word bio. 

Poems may also be posted 

to Montague Reporter, 

58 4th Street, 

Turners Falls, MA o 1376. 

NO plior experi.ence 
necessary; at least as a JX)et. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

l!REATIVE NAIRl!IITTING 
PERMC &, l!OLOU 

/ffe1t, Wome1t S. ~hlldf'ett 

~~cit17~_i 
Gift l!ertlfteates Avallable 

865-~022 
Mae-le ea.+ta-e 74 Pl'IOePt.eT e'I'. 
Rlehatd DIGeorge (Thursdays) TURN~R.C FALU 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales. ~ 
Formerly LaBelle &· Leitner 

SALES • SERVlCE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

LICENSED. INSURED 
JNT,ERIOR/EXTCRIOR PAINT'INC, ALL PHASES 

POWER WAS~tNG 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 

240 G!IE:£.NF'IELO ROAO • MONTAGUE:, MA 01351 

PHONE & FAX: 413-367•9896 • RENAISSANCE'.P/\1/<TINCCOMl'ANV.COM 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation• Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing• Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energ)' Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open l 0:30AM-3:00PM Doily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

2..4 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 
863-9991 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 
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ZONING from page 1 

In the progress of that case in Frank
lin Superior Comt, Robe1ts and the 
ZBA were required to undertake 
mediation in closed session in an at
tempt to resolve the dispute. 

Conditions for 
Possible Settlement 

At the outset of Tuesday's hear
ing, the ZBA, with town attorney 
Donna MacNicol advising, outlined 
a list of conditions that Roberts and 
the board had an-ived at as the basis 
for a possible settlement. 

Those conditions included: that 
Robe1ts begin gravel mining opera
tions at the west side of the B1yant 
land, beyond the power lines; that 
within a year he erect a be1m, five 
foot high white fence and plantings 
to screen the operations from view 
of Route 63 and neighbors; that he 
mine no more than one contiguous 
acre at a time and "reclaim" one 
acre of mined land simultaneously, 
staiting with his cuITent gravel pit; 
that the depth of futme mining not 
exceed the depth of his cmTent pit 
(about 35 feet); that he provide a 
hard smface to the single access 
road, the one cm1·ently in use, to 
reduce dust; that he limit hours of 
operation to weekdays between 7 
am. and 6 pm.; that no more than 
four bucks an hour or 18 bucks a 
day enter the site; that all equip
ment be stored out of sight when 
not in operation; and that mining, 
as it proceeds easterly toward Route 
63, stop at a line 300 feet from the 
road. 

A small, wedge-shaped b-iangle 
ofland angling back to a point adja
cent to the cul1'ent pit was the sub
ject of some dispute, as an exception 
to the 300-foot setback condition. 

The proposed compromise failed 
to quell the neighbors' opposition. 
They argued that expanding opera
tions at the site would lead to more 
noise and dust, deb·act from the 

character of the neighborhood, and 
endanger the purity of the underly
ing aquifer. 

Attorney MacNicol told the 
board the applicant would have to 
pass another hurdle, including an 
enviromnental impact assessment, 
to mine gravel on B1yant's land 
which is in an aquifer protection 
zone, even if the board settled the 
present suit and issued a special per
mit for the expansion. 

Among the nine abutters who 
had prepared formal testimony for 
the board, two were ZBA members 
who had recused themselves from 
the special permit decision in 2010, 
due to their conflict of interest as 
abutters or near neighbors to the 
Robe1ts gravel pit. 

A Recused ZBA 
Member Speaks 

One of these, Richard Godsey, 
dispensed with written testimony on 
Tuesday to speak off the cuff to his 
fellow board members. 

Godsey said, "I have lived here 
since 1969. I joined the ZBA in 
1979, and have served as chair. I 
have a histo1y with this property. 
Robe1ta's father had a gravel pit 
in back of the riding stables. In the 
early '80s, Robe1ta asked for per
mission for a soft serve ice cream 
stand she intended to call Sister 
Softee. I was disappointed when it 
wasn't there." 

Godsey went on to talk about 
how Roberts acquired land adjacent 
to B1yant's prope1ty and gradually 
expanded gravel mining at the site, 
coming closer to Route 63. When 
neighbors complained about the in
crease of bucks and noise, the build
ing inspector issued an opinion that 
the site was grandfathered in as a 
gravel pit that had not been discon
tinued for more than two years at a 
time. Three summers ago, Roberts 
stepped up use of the site, bringing 
fill from consbuction at UMass. At 
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this point, the building inspector is
sued a cease and desist order against 
the operations at the site, which led 
to Robe1ts' special pe1mit request in 
2010. Godsey called the increased 
buck b·affic up and down Route 63 
at that time "teITibly dismptive." 

Godsey said town attorney Mac
Nicol at that time explained that the 
building inspector had been wrong 
in the earlier opinion that gravel 
mining was "grandfathered in" at 
Robe1ts' site. He said, and Mac
Nicol confirmed on Tuesday, that 
m1der the zoning bylaws, a site is 
only grandfathered in its 01-iginal 
footprint, and Robe1ts had already 
expanded the gravel pit far beyond 
the area B1yant's father had used. 

"That changed the nature of the 
whole case," said Godsey. "We 
don't hear any more about grandfa
the1-ing. Richie did it [ expanded the 
operation] on good faith. The build
ing inspector said it was grandfa
thered." 

Godsey continued, "I'm going to 
ask you to say 'No,"' to fuither ex
pansion of the gravel pit. "It will not 
be an injustice to Richie Robe1ts. 
He was able to expand once before 
with no conditions. Had he come to 
the board, there would have been 
conditions," in the prior expansion. 
"We would not have let him come 
so close to Route 63." 

Godsey said he had viewed the 
contom of the cuITent pit, and found 
it to be, "a ve1y attractive site for 
gravel. It's level. It's clean. It's at 
least35 feet deep. Butit'snotagood 
place for a gravel pit for Leverett. 

"We've always looked at the in
terest of the town. I agree with the 
abutters' concerns about the b·affic 
and noise. And the aquifer is a huge 
problem. We take it for granted we 
won't be like the West, where aqui
fers are d1ying up. Whatever hap
pens, this has to be done ve1y care
fully. We gave Richie pe1mission to 
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Conflicts With Animals, And Among Humans 

have his business at that spot with 
no conditions. But times change, 
and businesses change." 

In a town characterized by sho1t 
vistas of hills and forests, the Bry
ant land offers a unique viewscape 
of Mt. Toby. Godsey summed up, 
"It's a beautiful piece of land. It's a 
shame to lose it. You could still see 
Mt. Toby, but we'd have to wait for 
the next ice age to come to sweep 
enough gravel down to reclaim it. 
It's hard to say, 'No,' but the best 
thing you could do in this case is 
say, 'No."' 

Robe1ts, pointing to the site plan 
drawn up to reflect the proposed 
conditions of settlement, indicated 
the area in front of the riding circle, 
and said, "This is going to be field 
for years." He said the excavation 
of gravel from behind the 1-iding 
1111g, where gravel mining would 
be initially confined m1der te1ms of 
the proposed settlement, would take 
a long time to complete. "I'll never 
see the end of it." 

Members of the ZBA will tour 
the site on Thursday at 11 a m., and 
will meet again at 8 p m. that same 
evening to deliberate on the pro
posed settlement, having had time 
to review the testimony of the abut
ters and the record of the November 
2010 decision, as newly appointed 
ZBA member attorney Danielle 
Barshak had requested. 

Legal Advice 
MacNicol said a two-thirds ma

jority (four yes votes among the five 
non-recused members) would be 
needed to settle the comt case and 
to issue the special pennit. 

The abutters compiled a list of 
more sb-ingent conditions for the 
ZBA to consider, including liiniting 
hours of operation from to 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. weekdays, and limiting buck 
traffic on the na1rnw, di1t, Jackson 
Hill Road, which provides the most 
direct route from Robe1ts' home to 

JUNE 13, 2013 

the gravel pit. 
Richie Robe1ts, Jr. said it was not 

possible to execute a 1-ight tum at 
the south end of Cave Hill Road, or 
to get ce1tain equipment under the 
railroad b11dge on North Leverett 
Road, leaving Jackson Hill Road as 
the only viable route to the family 
business. 

Residents Speak 
Residents of Jackson Hill Road 

spoke of being scared to d11ve to 
their homes, or bike or walk with 
their children, for fear of being rm1 
off the road by heavy machine1y. 

Richie Robe1ts said, "We do not 
speed on Jackson Hill." 

Recused ZBAmember Bmce Co
hen, who also lives near the gravel 
pit on Route 63, said, "I can feel my 
house shake when the big bucks go 
by, gearing up and geai-ing down. 
It's a 210-year-old house." 

He also said he would "obvious
ly vote against" the proposed settle
ment, but for his conflict of interest. 
He added, "I see conflict of interest 
everywhere on this boai·d." 

His wife Tina said, "I feel the 
quality of our lives is being sacri
ficed for maximal profit by the Rob
e1ts. This is our neighborhood. We 
live here." 

Blair Maerowitz, of 473 Long 
Plain Road, asked what the te1m 
reclamation meant in relation to the 
gravel pit. MacNicol explained rec
lamation would mean adhering to 
defined slopes down to the present 
approximately 35-foot depth, cover
ing the sb·ata there with four inches 
of topsoil, and reseeding it. 

Maerowitz said he was in favor 
of entrepreneurship and suppo1ted 
local businesses, but asked the 
board to "consider this issue as a 
conflict of interests. I don't believe 
my community values the business 
interests of a few over the 
inveshnents and lifestyles II 
of its residents." 

lllii:!I 

at old bridge abutment at First 
Street. No action needed. 

with personal injury. 

S:59 a.m. General disturbance, 
- Fourth Street. Peace re
stored for now. 

Sunday, 6/z 
6: 12 p.m. Assisted with a cus
tody dispute on Second Street. 
6:4S p.m. Fire investigation on 
Federal Street. Caller reported 
explosion sound, electric pole 
on fire, and a power outage. 
Fire Department and WMECO 
responded. Branch fell on the 
'\\'ire and caused a popped fuse. 
Monday, 6/3 

Fifth Street. 
9:54 p.m. Neighbor disturbance 
at 79 Second Street. Peace re
stored. 
Tuesday, 6/4 
5:05 a.m. Caller reported a deer 
in the middle of Montague City 
Road near Farren Care Center, 
obstructing traffic. The deer 
moved along shortly. 

stolen from a rack. Referred to 
an officer. 
8:54< p.m. 911 call from Second 
Street. Confirmed it was a child 
playing with the phone. 
9:21 p.m. Initiated warrant ar
rest on Maple Street. 
Wednesday, 6/ 5 

fight on G Street. Dispute was 
over a boy two of them used to 
date. Girls advised not to return 
to the Patch that night. Officer 
also spoke with their parents. 
6:51 p.m. Larceny of medica
tion reported at the Franklin 
Emergency Shelter. 

9:5S a.m. Domestic disturbance 
on Alice Street. Verbal only. 
11:55 a.m. Larceny, ■Fourth 
Street. Services rendered. 
4<:15 p.m. Dog attack reported, 
Hillside Avenue. 
6:08 p.m. General disturbance, 
-Millers Falls Road. Peace 
restored. 

11 :21 p.m. General disturbance 
complaint in Millers Falls re
garding idling train. Report 
taken. Contacted Pan Am. 
Saturday, 6/8 
2:06 p.m. Harassment preven
tion order violation reported on 
Turners Falls Road. Services 
rendered. 
5:22 p.m. Summons issued to a 
minor on Millers Falls Road for 
speeding, and operating a mo
tor vehicle with a suspended 
license. 

12 noon Officer wanted at Food 
City to identify a subject to file 
a trespass order. 
1:12 p.m. Caller on 'Winthrop 
Street said her daughter was 
threatening to take her vehicle. 
Moments later, the daughter 
left in the vehicle and headed 
east on Route 2 at speeds of 80 
mph, refusing to stop. Vehicle 
crashed in Templeton. Driver 
taken to the hospital in Gard
ner with minor injuries. 
5:28 p.m. Loose puppy on Turn
pike Road. Unable to locate. 
6:06 p.m. Breaking & enter~ 
and burglary reported at -

8:06 a.m. Two separate 911 
calls for domestic disturbance 
on Avenue A. Subject gone 
upon officers' arrival. 
9 a.m. 

I ' arreste at 1s ome at 
[ on a straig t 

wai-rant. 
10:50 a.m. Caller reported his 
wife struck a deer at Routes 6S 
& 47, ai·ound 9:10 a.m. Caller 
advised to call from the scene 
of the accident when possible. 
5:S4 p.m. Larceny reported at 
66 Second Street. Advised of 
options. 
5:4<S p.m. Larceny reported at 
Sheffield School. A bike was 

9:S4< a.m. Trespassing reported 
on Migratory '\Nay. Services 
rendered. 
12:4<S p.m. Caller reported see
ing a photograph of a naked 
woman, on the ground next to 
a very large tree on First Street 
near Unity Pai·k. Referred to an 
officer. 
2:02 p.m. 911 call for a domestic 
disturbance near "Walnut Street 
and Turnpike Road. Arrested a 
20-year-old L Street resident 
for domestic assault & battery. 
S p.m. Young women or girls 
reported yelling obscenities at 
G and 11th Streets. They had 
dispersed upon officer's arrival. 
5:58 p.m. Three teenaged girls 
reported trying to instigate a 

9:58 p.m. General disturbance 
involving underaged drink
ing reported on Turners Falls 
Road. Officer investigated, did 
not find underaged drinking. 
10:01 p.m. Baby raccoons found 
on Fourth Street. Consulted 
with environmental police and 
advised caller of options. 
10:S0 p.m. Motor vehicle acci
dent on corner of Greenfield 
and Hatchery roads. 

arreste an c arge wit op
erating under the influence of 
liquor, failure to drive in the 
right lane, and operating to en
danger. 
Thursday, 6/ 6 
2:S9 a.m. Party sleeping in car 

6:25 p.m. Domestic disturbance, 
Fourth Street. Peace restored. 
6:29 p.m. Summons issued for 
shoplifting at F.L. Roberts. 
7:14< p.m. Caller from Seventh 
Street reporting son being bul
lied at school. Report taken. 
Friday, 6/'7 
S:2S p.m. Accident with prop
erty damage reported in front 
of Scotty's. Citation issued for 
failure to use care in starting. 
4<:4<1 p.m. Minor two-car ac
cident at School and Main 
Streets. 
10:16 p.m. Hit and run accident 
in front of ■ Greenfield Road. 
Summons issued to a minor for 
leaving the scene of an accident 

9:4<6 p.m. Fight on Fourth 
Street. Investigated. 
Sunday, 6/9 
1: 18 a.m. Larceny reported in 
alley between Third and Fourth 
streets. Report taken. 
5: 14< p.m. Animal complaint 
concerning pitbull in vicinity 
of Fifth Street. Referred to an 
officer. 
8:S5 p.m. Stop sign reported 
missing on Old Sunderland 
Road. Referred to another 
agency. 
8:50 p.m. Sick skunk reported 
in driveway at 6 Main Street. 
Services rendered. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUlt" ~ 

25Mm.,,F•a,Ro: 1z ,I' 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

1K Power Town 
Apartments 
152 AwnueA 
P.O. Box 48 
furncrS !'oil,;, MA 

4 IJ-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Properly Manager 

• 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

t=..;_;:J 
CHEVRIJLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Salos Aoprosontativo 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-houraccess 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Co11tractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 
and Artists encouraged to inquire 

•tJl41 PICI(LES I 
Naturall~ Fermented &Raw 

We're a co-op! 
Read all about il at: 

www.realpickles.com 

(413)774,2600 Greenfield, MA 

up-lo-lhc-minutc-lcchnology 
old-fashioned personal service 

17 Yl:ARf OF ~lNG COPIEf 
AMI> fTlll. THE ORIGIMAl.! 

7 80 Main Street. Greenfield • 4 7 3-774-3500 
GREEN Fl ELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP. COM 

People often come lo see us 
becouse their parent$ 
ond lhelr grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot kind cl loyalty, 
and we work hard lo leep 11. 

• Gory ond Nancy Melen 

Toe perfect remem.brance· 

MAIN OFFICE n3.9 
10Mill 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . con, 

make the web work for your business 

mlchael muller 
owner 
413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 
montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLAN & DbtAN 

I 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT trio for gorgeous, genre-busting 
fun. 8 p.m., $ 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope, environmental 
program for ages 3-6 and their 
adults. 10:30 to 11 :30 a.m., free. 
The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Poker 
tournament, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music, activ
ities and snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 
a.m. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Friday Night 
Karaoke. Free. 
Avenue A & 2nd St., Turners 
Falls: Farmers Market. 2 - 6 p.m. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson. Children 
and their caregivers are invited. 
10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, 
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers 
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Free. 
ART SHOWS: 
Great Falls Discovery Center: 
Paintings & Photography by Ni
cole Werth. Through June 30. 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Ce-

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

lestial Cafe featuring three-di
mensional collage by artist Emily 
Goodwin. Now through June 22. 
LOCAL EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, JUNE 13 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Burrie 
& Friends, progressive folk, 8 to 
10 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band, 
funky-tonk. 8 p.m, free. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 14 
Great Falls Coffeehouse, Discov
ery Center, Turners 

Montague Bookmill: Diane Cluck, 
Virginia-based singer-songwriter
guitarist, playing with cellist Isa
bel Castel/vi. 8 p.m, $ 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rockit Queer, dance party, with 
DJ Funkadelic Fern. 9:30 p.m., $ 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: AfterGlo, current & classic 
rock. 9:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JUNE 16 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Adam Bergeron, instrumental, 3 
p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Northern Routes presents the 
Black Twig Pickers, appalachian 
old-time band from Virginia but 
on Thrill Jockey, with a weird wel
coming committee consisting of 
Matt Krefting, Aaron Rosenblum, 
and Byron Coley. If you only see 
one show this week ... 9 pm., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Last Trio in Paris, 8:30 to 10:30 
p.m. 

Falls: Mark Mandev- ---...,....-----
ille & Raianne Rich
ards, folk duo play
ing americana and 
old country. 7 p.m, 
free. 
Arts Block Cafe, 
Greenfield: Juke 
Joint Jazz with the 
Joe Belmont Jazz 
Guitar Trio. 8 p.m., $ 

Flywheel, East-
hampton: Neutral,..._ __ _ 
Fixation, Blessed Virginia-based Black Twig Pickers bring their 
Stat~, Sycamore? ft-!al high!J acclaimed, sometimes experimental take on 
DeV(Sa, and Chnst,an old-time music to the RendeZJ!OUS this Sundf!Y at 9 p.m. 
Businessmen. Punk 
rock, local and tour
ing. Substance free. All ages. 8 
p.m., $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Eric French, blues, 8 p.m. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Ot
tomatic Slim, chicago-style blues. 
9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Benny Lava Band, classic 
rock. 9:30 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Something Else, jazz-groove, 
with AstroBeast, afropop-inflect
ed dance music, and Sitting Next 
to Brian, percussive pop. 9:30 
p.m., free. 
SATURDAY, JUNE 15 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Wendell Misfit Prom. Parade from 
Wendell Center at 6:30 p.m. This 
year's theme is "Wild Things." 
Deja Brew backyard admission 
is a $15 donation, to benefit the 
Senior Center. No cover in the 
pub. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Brook Batteau, alt. rock dance 
pop, with special guest Al Giordi
no. 7:30 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: The 
Boxcar Lilies, CD release party. 
8 p.m, $ 

Pushkin Gallery, Arts Block, 
Greenfield: deturtle, fusing a jazz 
guitar trio with a classical string 

MONDAY, JUNE 17 
Flywheel, Easthampton: Cheap 
Time (TN), Imaginary Pants 
(ex-Softies), and Longings (new 
band from local bigshots). Punk, 
garage rock, pop. 8 p.m., $ 
TUESDAY, JUNE 18 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock, with 
special guest Wishbone Zoe, in
die junkyard rock. 7:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 
Evangelical Congregational 
Church, 4 East Main Street, Er
ving: Massachusetts Walking 
Tour, see pg. 1. 6 p.m. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Una Jensen, pop rock, 8 p.m. 
THURSDAY, JUNE 20 
Hidden Valley Memorial Forest, 
Wendell: Massachusetts Walking 
Tour, see pg. 1. 6 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Ted's 
Trio Jazz with Ted Wirt. 7 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Half Shaved Jazz, 8 p.m., free. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault & Friends, acoustic rock, 
8:30 to 11 p.m. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 21 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Fam
ily Solstice Night with Stephen 
Katz, Jim Matus, Dan Kennedy, 
and more. 5 p.m. to midnight, $ 
Red Fire Farm, 172 Meadow 

Road, Montague: Massachusetts 
Walking Tour, see pg. 1. 7 p.m. 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Arthurian 
farce. 1975, PG, 90 minutes. Mu
sic at 7 p.m.: Chris Scanlon & the 
Other Guys, pop. Screening at 
7:30 p.m. $ 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Host, indie, 8 p.m. 
Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Carrie Ferguson Band, 
melodic folk-pop, with Amherst 
sibling duo June & the Bee. 8 
p.m., $ 
1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Northern Routes presents Land
ing, Area C, and High Aura'd. 
Drones and jams from far-off 
lands. 8 p.m, $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Mud, Blood 
& Beer Band, singing all your 
Johnny Cash favorites and much 
more, 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Haste!, gypsy punx, with Bright 
Lines, rockers. 9:30 p.m., free. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Groove Prophet, classic 
rock. 9:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, JUNE 22 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
For the Sake of Song, multi-act 
music performance featuring 
Patrick Coman, Jenee Halstead, 
and Susan Cattaneo. 7:30 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Trail
er Park, "barbeque music" with 
saxophones, with Becca and the 
Big Wigs. 7:30 p.m., $ 

Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail. Arthurian 
farce. 1975, PG, 90 minutes. 
Music at 7 p.m.: Rob McWilliams 
Project, barbershop quartet. 
Screening at 7:30 p.m. $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Doug 
Hewitt Group, classic rock dance 
party, 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
boomboom, eclectic DJ dance 
party. 9:30 p.m., free. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Haywire, country music. 
9:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Flint Blade & Honeydew, mostly 
instrumental, 2:30 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 9 p.m., free. 
MONDAY, JUNE 24 
Peskeumpskut Park, Avenue A, 
Turners Falls: Montague Com
munity Band, in the bandshell. 
Bring supper, blankets and lawn 
chairs. 7 to 9 p.m. Free. 
FRIDAY, JUNE 28 
Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: The Liberty Bell Project, 
four singer-songwriters from Phil
adelphia, with Bulldog. 8 p.m., $ 
SATURDAY, JUNE 29 
Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Katie Sachs, Greenfield
based singer-songwriter, with 
Wishbone Zoe. 8 p.m, $ 
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Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf PICIURfS 
Friday-Saturday June 21-22, 7:30 p.m. 

MONTY PYTHON 
AND THE HOLY GRAIL 

("It's a killer!") 
1975 PG Color 90 min. 

Music at 7 p.m.: Friday, Chris Scanlon; 
Saturday, Rob McWilliams Project. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

~-1 .. J\ r)" i 
The Brick House 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE 

CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studio 

Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 

For information: 

www.brickhousecorrununity.org 

413-863-9576 

THURS 6/ 13 8PM FREE 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band 

lfunky·tonk) 

SAT 6/15 9:30 $3 
ROCKIT QUEER 

(THE Dance Party 
w. DJ Funkadelic Fern) 

SUN 6/16 9pm $10 
Black Twig Pickers 
Aaron Rosenblum 

Byron Cotey. Matt Krefting 
(plucky·freaky-indie-folkyl 

18 THIRD STREET 
TURIIERS FILLS. M• 
IUDEZYOUSTFMA.COM 
TEL.;413-86~·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, GRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, GBR Off,cc: (.; 13) A98,0207 x2 

Ceil: (413) B34-4444 

75 Main Street: Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863·9166 
Home fall. (413) 863·0218 

bedson1\llcomcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwan:ls 

Certified Arbonst 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Slump Grinding • Pracllcing Fine Arboricullure 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift.· Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured \llilh Workers Comp. ·lnsuran,e and Llability, 

\VWW,MATit:DWARDSTKEt:.COM t, 
,t 1ven<1e11, M~ 

Serufng HampshireA,1d Franklin Cowitie§ '"\ I 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL PURNITUIU: • COLLE.CTIBL£S • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

~issance IB~ilders 
~a1itp, erefrsmanship, ©riginal Gliwuglit 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

r~~ Brian R. Son Soucie 
'-....: Locksmith - CRL 

Serving rile Area for over 25 years Certified• Bonded• //1sw(•tl 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlague Slreel 
Turners Fairs. MA 01376 

BHper 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-SOZZ 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

a 'ina 's Uniquities, Frivolities & 
J 'I l Unnecessariums 

:Nook, 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat: 1 -6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal seNice 

I 80 Main Street, Creenf,eld • 413-714 • 3 S00 • 9ree11(1e/d@copycarprln1,hop.com 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

While our garden space is pri
marily filled with vegetables, it has 
been my pleasure over the years to 
edge this growing plot with flower
ing perennials: Peony, Lily, But
terfly Bush, fris, Baptisia and espe
cially bush roses. My favorite is a 
red beach rose grown from the seed 
of a hip plucked at our honeymoon 
cottage over thirty-five years ago. 

Now, of course, the existent bush 
is several generations of grandba
bies later. Still, each year that there 
has been more dead growth to re
move I have been heaitened each 
spring by this hardy plant's produc
tion of new shoots. It is so vigorous 
this year as to be a whole new bush 
of fragrant, bright pink blooms. I 
can recommend this rose; it is very 
hardy and requires little tending. I 
have never fed it and simply cull out 
dead growth and the stray shoot of a 
small tree or weedy vine each year. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

Imagine this plant growing in the 
sand at the edge of the ocean and 
you will have a notion of how har
dy it is. Each year it sends out new 
shoots underground, thus perpetu
ally creating a lai·ger bush as well 
as replacements for those which 
have died back. I did wonder if they 
would miss the salt breezes and 
continuous moisture. Perhaps the 
summer's frequent foggy mornings 
here at the edge of the Connecticut 
have been an adequate substitute. 

The growing method was siin
ple: harvest the ripest red hip you 
can find, cut it open and pull out the 
seeds. D1y them on a paper towel 
until they can be readily separated 
from the flesh of the hip. 

In the late fall, I cleared a plant
ing site of weeds, pressed the seed 
into the di1t, covering it lightly with 
more soil. Then I covered this mini
greenhouse with a piece of roofing 
material to keep the seed pressed to 
the soil and to prevent cats, birds 
or any other interested pa1ties from 
digging them up. Come spring I 
gently peeled back the roofing to re
veal a score of tiny seedlings. 

Overwintering cracked the seeds 
and encouraged sproutiI1g, the other 
protections worked and we simply 
continued to tend our new seedliI1gs 

until they were well established. 
Voila, a beautiful bush commemo
rating a special time iI1 our lives. 

When you are traveling and en
com1ter a new flowering plant of 
interest, there's no harm in hying to 
ha1vest a bit of seed to see if you 
can make it grow in your flower 
garden at home. Just check out the 
growing habit; if it spreads readily 
consider where and if you might 
want it in your yard. 

A friend once gave me some Bee 
balm and I neglected to ask any
thiI1g about it. As many gardeners 
already know, this is in the mint 
family and consequently spreads 
unbelievably. It has taken me years 
to pull it out to a level of contain
ment in my perennial bed. On the 
up side, I planted many rejects near 
the roadway abutting my prope1ty, 
and this prolific bee and butterfly 
gatherer has delighted many who 
walked by as well as attracting pol
linators to my garden. 

Over the years we have also en
joyed planting English bush roses, 
especially those with high fragrance 
and the habit of repeated bloom
ing. Our favorites so far are: Cro
cus rose, Sweet Juliet, Heritage and 
new last season, an old fashioned 
Moss rose. These beauties are hap-

py when I feed them with organic 
matter, but are not frumpy if I for
get. They are all heavy with bloom 
now and will have a second spurt 
again at the end of the gai·den sea
son. They are huly at their best now 
in apricot, pink and white, blemish 
free before the onslaught of Rose 
and Japanese beetles. Their heady 
fragrance enhances the time I spend 
on hands and knees weeding. 

The peas are in bloom as are the 
sh·awben'ies (although we are snip
ping the strawbeny blossoms tllis 
first yeai· to allow all of the plant's 
energy to go iI1to the growth of roots 
and leaves). We ai·e still ha1vesting 
asparagus, thicker shoots now and 
seem to be ahead of the asparagus 
beetles as we ha1vest half a dozen 
new stalks each day but only two or 
three beetles. 

We have ce1tainly had plenty of 
rain! Last month, five and a half 
inches, so far this month another 
two and a half with a siinilar amom1t 
scheduled to fall tonight. Honestly, 
the tomatoes look a bit peaked; at 
least we know that when we leave 
home for a few days' cainping soon, 
we needn't wony about the garden 
diyiI1g out. 

However, it seems that of late 
the smruners have been too wet and 
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cool for my tomatoes and the crop 
has been disappointing. Unfo1tu
nately these plants continue to take 
iI1 water well beyond their need like 
an inveterate d11nker with siinilai'ly 
poor results! 

Do what you can to plant your to
matoes in an area with good di·ain
age and then hope that Mother Na
ture provides more heat than rain. 
You can always water them when 
needed, but it's hard to wring them 
out or fake the sun if it doesn't ap
pear. 

Last weekend, two graceful 
young deer fed in the weeds at tl1e 
edge of the yai·d. "More ticks!", my 
sister groaned when I told her about 
them, but I thought they were love
ly. After they gracefully bounded 
elsewhere, I noticed an immensely 
obese woodchuck grazing on the 
clover which proliferates in the 
lawn. With our new fence in place 
I can afford to be relaxed with the 
wildlife right in the yard like mem
bers of the family. 

These are all the challenges oftl1e 
New England gardener: too much 
moisture, not enough; too hot and 
hmnid, too cool; chewing insects, 
munching vamlints, and weeds, 
weeds, weeds. If these h·oubles sulk 
you, you were not meant to be a gar
dener. Garde1ling in this counhy re
quires the fo1titude of early settlers 
and the constant interest in finding a 
way to best them all next time. 

Enjoy your successes and take 
your failures in sh·ide and above all, 
happy gai·dening! 

Gill Logs Feed the Canadian Market Former purchasing agent Mike 
Stange has a good grasp of mer
chandisiI1g his logs. Though logs 
generally b11ng more money on the 
Canadian market, ce1tain types of 
logs b11ng more m the U.S., making 
sorting and grading an iinportai1t 
part of the Stanges' operation. 

Some of the pulp may come back to 
paper mills in Massachusetts. 

By JOSEPH PARZYCH 

Mike Stange and his son Zach 
of Athol have teamed up to oper
ate a mechanized logging opera
tion iI1 a wood lot on Main Road 
in Gill, once Wairen's pasture, now 
land of Pah'icia and Michael Hisz of 
Mom1tain Road. The Stanges first 
cut the trees off at the stump with 
a Bell feller-buncher, a four wheel 
di'ive tractor with hydi·aulic anns 
that grasp the tree hunk while a cir
cular saw witl1 fearsome teeth takes 
out huge bites of wood, felliI1g the 
h·ee quickly. The machine operator 
then cuts the h·ee into log lengths. 

Hemlock and certain other 

logs lose their limbs to a de-lim
be1; which snaps off the limbs flush 
witl1 the surface of the log. Lai·ge 
brai1ches require tl1e Stanges to 
cut them off with chainsaws. Once 
the machine operator cuts the logs 
to the desired length, he bunches 
them for pickup with the huge 
tongs of the Stanges' John Deere 
640 skidder, and skids them down 
to the roadside. For smaller logs 
the Stanges use their Valmet 544 X 
log can'ier, equipped with tongs at 
the end of a swingiI1g boom and a 
cradle in which to cai1y the smaller 
firewood logs. The Stanges use the 
Valmet caffier's tongs and boom to 
stack the logs at roadside. 

Much of the Stanges' success 
depends on sorting and grading 
of logs. Hemlock logs are destined 
for shipment to Canada. Building 
inspectors iI1 the U.S. don't allow 
builders to use native hemlock. The 
Canadians love hemlock, are will
ing to pay a premium price, and are 
looking to buy more. 

Pine logs are also desirable in 
Canada. They are sawn into boards, 
or for millwork lmnber for doors, 
windows, and uun, often return.mg 
to tl1e U.S. as lmnber, or fiilished 
goods. Canada is forested predomi
nately with maple h·ees, whose leaf 
is the national symbol. Soft wood is 
scarce. 

Less desirable logs are consid
ered "pallet grade," though they 
are often utilized for flooring as well 
as for makmg pallets. Some logs in 
this classification may go into fire
wood. Homeowners like smaller, 6" 
to 8" diaineter logs for easier split
ting. Firewood processors like larg
er logs for faster production. The 
wood processing plants quickly cut 
the firewood logs into stove lengths. 
The chunks drop down onto a con

veyor belt that feeds them to 
a splitter, splittiI1g the chunk 
iI1to multiple pieces with one 
quick thrust of the splitting 
head. The pieces di·op onto 
another conveyor, loading a 
truck with more processed 
firewood in a few minutes 
than a man can produce in 
days of manual labor. 

Pulp logs go to Cer
sosimo Industries' process
ing and shipping plant in 
Brattleboro, Vennont. The 
logs are cleaned, de-barked, 
and chipped into wood chips 
for trai1spo1t to pulp mills in 
Mame ai1d New York State. 

Crooked logs often go to Maine, 
Glen Falls, NY, or Fitzwilliam, 
NH for wood pellet maimfacture, 
and may eventually be shipped back 
iI1 40 lb bags to places like Home 
Depot, Tractor Supply, hardware 
stores, and fuel oil companies in our 
area. 

Mike Waterman of North
field, MA, loads logs destined for 
Canada on his logging trnck. He 
transpo1ts them to Richard French's 
yai·d on Main Road in Gill, to stock
pile for loadmg onto h·actor h·ailer 
trucks bound for Canada. Included 
m the stockpile for shipment to 
Canada are hemlock logs from a lot 
on land owned by Emily and Rich
ard French on Mom1tain Road, be
iI1g cut by Dai1 Lashway of Goshen, 
MA, according to Stange. 

"So fa1; ash borers and long
horned beetles have not reached 
this area, yet," Stange said. "But 
they are wreakiI1g havoc in the 
Worcester area." Entomologist Wil
liam Wallner, a professor at Yale, 
testified before Congress, decades 
ago, about the threat of these mva
sive insects coming into the U.S. on 
wooden pallets with goods impo1ted 
from China and other counu·ies, and 
sought to get wood pallets banned. 
Corporate lobbyists wooed law
makers into shooting the legislature 
down. 

LAWN .,CARE 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

Mike Stange stacks /,ogs with his Va/met 544X /,og transporter, on the woodlot of Patricia and Michael Hisz. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

magpiepiua.com 
21 Bank Row, Cftd. 

413-'175-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

~I' i(ll;~ ~:z. , 
.Professional Paintinft·: 

• Contractor - ~ •• 

ing Western Mass 
• ffC"·;·. i 

from Avenue A .· -.... t".:-_.;:,.:;,:. 
-www.couturebros.co ri1 • ' -~, ''• •, ~ • 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 • 

7urners ~(Is 'PiZZA 1-fow1 
Family Owned & Operated 

Setvin.g Titrners Falfs area for 40 Years 

D®e Argy, Family & Stnff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.111rner1lall8plzza.com 
119 Aven1e A, Turners Falls ❖ (418) 883-8000 

SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE 
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER! 

Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program! 
$25,000 at 0% interest 

for solar hot water, 
insulation and 

heating upgrades. 

T11c Yill TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a ,Meal 

Now seruing Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
316 Mair, Road, GiJI,, MA 4 I 3.86'3°9006 




