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Gill Seeks Study of Bank Erosion Center School Condo Project: 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

Bank erosion is not a phenomenon 
confined to Wall Street. 

"We're hying to suppo1t the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov
ernments request to have the FERC 
require more scientifically rigorous 
studies among the documents being 
put together," said conse1vation com
mission acting chair Chris Polatin 
on Monday. "In particular, studies 
relevant to streambank erosion, with 
replicable methodology." 

Final Permit Approved 
With landowners on both sides 

of the Connecticut River between 
No1thfield and Turners Falls demand
ing answers as to why their fields and 
riverbanks continue to wash away in 
the 20-mile section of river between 
the Turners Falls and Vernon dams, 
characterized by FirstLight Power as 
the lower reservoir of the No1thfield 
Mountain pumped storage facility, 
the Gill selectboard and the Gill con
seivation commission agreed to send 
a letter to the Federal Energy Regu
latory Commission (FERC) on Mon
day, July 15, requesting further scien
tific studies to detemline the cause. 

The letter requests 
studies of the river 

and its banks in 
conjunction with the 

2018 relicensing 
of the Northfield 

Mountain facility. 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The letter requests ce1tain studies 
of the river and its banks in conjunc
tion with the ongoing 30-year federal 
relicensing of the I 080-megawatt 
No1thfield Mountain facility, due to 
be completed in 2018. 

MONTAGUE - The Plan1ling 
Board has approved another spe
cial pe1mit to allow the fo1mer 
Montague Center School to be 
u·ansfo1med into a 22-unit apa1t
ment building. On a unanimous 
vote (one member was absent), 
the board allowed the prospective 
developer, Olive Street Associ
ates, "a use rendering impe1vi
ous more than 20% of a lot area 
within a Water Protection Supply 
DistI-ict." The prope1ty's sale is 
the next expected step in a process 
that has been controversial with 
neighborhood residents. The pond at the farmer Center School, near!J overflowing after Monday's rain. 

Gill has twelve miles of shoreline 
in the affected zone of the river, in
cluding a section of town-owned land 
opposite the tailrace of No1thfield 
Mountain, where four giant revers
ible turbines pump 20,000 gallons of 
water per second out of the river and 
up the mountain to the 300-acre res
eivoir at the top, from which it is re
leased at times of peak daily demand 
to generate electricity. 

The Connecticut River Su·eam
bank Erosion Committee (CRSEC), 
sponsored by the FRCOG, has com
plained over the years that FirstLight 
has commissioned studies of su·eam
bank erosion along the river that 
use differing benchmarks, making it 
harder to compare one year's study 
with a previous year's. 

According to the CRSEC this 
clouds the issue of whether the util
ity is responsible for the loss of soil 
along the so-called Turners Falls 
Pool, north of the Turners dam, or 

see EROSION page 5 

Currently, sixteen percent of 
the lot is considered "impeivious" 
to storm water mnoff as a result of 
the presence of the former school 
building. The proposed project 
will increase that percentage to 
30%, well above the threshold al
lowed for a water protection dis
u·ict without a special pe1mit. The 
present school has no parking on 
the lot itself and only a few spaces 
directly across the street. 

Developer Mark Zaccheo used 
a map of the proposed site to ar
gue that despite the increase in 

the impeivious area the project 
would actually enhance storm wa
ter management. According to a 
memo produced by the Berkshire 
Design Group, Inc., these features 
include several new catch basins, 
a new drainage system for the 
roof, and "shallow elongated rain 
gardens that provide water quality 
and groundwater recharge." 

Approximately a dozen Mon
tague residents attended the hear
ing, most of whom appeared skep
tical of the project's impact on the 

local community. School Street 
resident Ma1y Averill expressed 
concerns about inadequate park
ing, causing overflow into the 
street and undermining access 
after a major winter storm. Mem
bers of the Montague Center Fire 
Depa1tment noted access prob
lems for fire trucks. "Check out 
May Day," one member of the 
Depa1tment declared, refen-ing to 
a popular local pagan celebration 
that draws large crowds and much 

see PERMIT page 5 

Battlefield Grant: 
Feds Reject Town Proposal 

Most of the battle is assumed to have been fought 011 the banks of the Connecticut River above the falls. 

By MIKE JACKSON 

PESKEOMPSKUT- The 
National Park Se1vice has 
turned down the joint appli
cation by the Town of Mon
tague and The Narragansett 
Indian Tribal Prese1vation 
Office for a $40,000 Ameri
can Battlefield Protection 
Se1vice Grant. The grant 
would have allowed for an 
extensive smvey of the 167 6 
Turners Falls/Peskeompskut 
battle site, in which Captain 
Turner and Lieutenant Holy
oke led an attack on the Na
tive Americans encamped at 
Great Falls. 

The project's goals were to 
establish, through GIS map
ping, the locations of the Na
tive villages and campsites as 
well as Captain Turner's route 
to and away from Great Falls; 
create an oral histo1y from 

Yankee and Indian accounts 
of the battle; consult existing 
historical and archeological 
records; and secure pennis
sion for future archeological 
digs on p11vately-held prop
e1ty. The ultimate objective 
was to protect the site and to 
gather information and a1ti
facts to create eventually a 
Great Falls Native Cultural 
Park. 

Ultimately, the Park Ser
vice funded 24 of this year's 
46 applicants, and Montague 
did not make the cut. Accord
ing to Town Planner Walter 
Ramsey, the proposal scored 
well, but competition was 
fierce, and he suspects the 
federal budget sequester may 
have fu1ther na1wwed the 
field of grantees. 

"I was disappointed, be
cause it's a good project," said 
Ramsey, "and we had a lot of 

great stakeholder suppo1t. 
And we put a lot of time into 
building that suppo1t." The 
application garnered backing 
from neighboring towns, lo
cal historical societies, state 
and national representatives, 
and the Narragansett Tribe. 

The grant application was 
suppo1ted, though not fully, 
by the Montague selectboard. 
Mark Fairbrother strongly 
objected to it when it came up 
for a vote last year. The ma
jority votes of Pat Allen and 
Chris Boutwell allowed the 
grant to be submitted to the 
Park Seivice. 

The town has been invited 
to apply again in October for 
next year's grant. Ramsey 
expressed optimism that the 
town will continue to pursue 
the project. 

see GRANT page 5 

Music Festival Returns 
to Turners Falls 

By ANNE HARDING -

The eye-catching banners 
are back and the buzz is get
ting louder as the Upper Val
ley Music Festival (UVMF) 
returns to Turners Falls from 
noon to 1nidnight on Sat
urday, July 27. Downtown 
will be full of musicians 
and perfonners of eve1y ilk, 
and the five venues are even 
closer together than in 2012. 

While the village may not 
be a typical music festival 
site with acres and acres of 
open land, it boasts several 
pe1fo1mance spaces well 
within the environs of typi
cal festival acreage. 

Orga1lizer Tommy By
mes feels the festival has 
found its home in Turners 
Falls with a local govern
ment that suppo1ts "events" 
as well as a plethora of 
downtown businesses and 
commmlity organizations 
that participate in or enhance 
commmlity activities. These 
include several full-se1vice 
food venues, and a quintet of 
shops to visit: Nina's Nook, 
Ga1y's, Loot, Fm~Slmn, 
and Madison on the Avenue. 
Just Monday 1light, the Se
lectboard approved a general 
use permit for festival a1tists 
to busk on the Avenue be
tween acts. 

The UVMF is organized 
by Byrnes and his wife Jes
sica of Bernardston, with 
help from a host of volun
teers. Tommy lost both of 
his parents to cancer, and 
both of llis sisters are cancer 
smvivors. From the organiz
ers, to the musicians, to the 

stage hands and the som1d 
crews, this remarkable all
volunteer festival tmns over 
eve1y penny of profit to the 
American Cancer Society to 
fund cancer research - lit
erally eve1yone volm1teers 
their time. 

With more than 40 acts, 
staggered start times, full 
45 minute sets and rotating 
inte1missions, the festival is 
intended to give viewers the 
maximmn musical exposure 
in just 12 hours - all for the 
modest price of $15. Chil
dren m1der 12 are free. 

There have been many op
p01tunities to buy tickets in 
advance, but all five venues 
will sell tickets at the door. 
Byrnes has been featm·ing a 
musician-of-the-day on the 
UVMF Facebook page for 
the past month so fans have 
been treated to snippets of in
formation about most of the 
pe1fo1mers. 

There have been a few 
changes to the venues, with 
the addition of The Exu·a 
Point Club at Between the 
Up11ghts. Byrnes has called 
this adult-only venue the 
"Club Stage." Here, festi
val goers can enjoy bands 
like Wishbone Zoe; Daniel 
hales, and the frost heaves; 
Tawd1y; Wildcat O'Halloran 
and more in a small, rocking 
venue. Owner Lou Collins is 
excited to have a pa1t in the 
2013 Festival, and Byrnes 
is ve1y happy with the more 
compressed footprint of the 
venues so the audience can 
do less walking and more 
listening. 

The Great Hall at the Dis
covery Center will be the 
"Acoustic Stage," sta1ting 
out the day with the music of 
Katie Sachs followed by an 
exciting workshop with re-

see MUSIC page 7 

This year's performers include (clock111ise from top le.ft): 
John Sheldon; the Sun Parade; Una Jensen; and Here 

Come The Foxes. All photos courte.ry of the artists. 
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Pet of the Week 
Hanging In There 

"Cliffhanger" 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Library News 
Beading at the 

Carnegie Library 
MONTAGUE - There will be a 

Teen Beading program at the Carn
egie Library on Wednesday, July 
31st at 2 pm. with Ami Podlenski. 

There will be a variety of proj
ects for beginners and experi
enced crafters. The instiuctor has 
designed jewehy for over fifteen 
years and lives in Turners Falls. 

For more information, call the 
Carnegie Library, 863-3214. 

Puppets at the 
Slate Library 

GILL - Talking Hands Theater 
presents "A Midsummer Night's 
Remix"! 

What better way to introduce 
Shakespeare than through puppets? 
For beauty and magic in the morn
ing, come see this family-friendly 
show on the lawn at Slate library in 
Gill on Satmday July 27, at 10:30 
a.m. 

Making Connections 

JULY 25, 2013 

LOOT owner Erin MacLean stops to chat with neighbor Edite Cunha 
during last week'.s-lively Third Thursday event in Turners Falls. 

Hey there, I am Clifthanger. It's GILL-MONTAGUE _ The 
a cool name, I know, and I am a cool GM School District and the Gill 

school district or work; have some 
familiai-ity with the commmlity, ac
tivities, se1vices and schools (a lot 
of this will be covered in the ti·ain
ing); have a little volunteer time to 
devote to this project; and/ or want 
to help new fainilies become part of 
our community and feel welcomed 
here. 

Summer Workshops at the Brick House 
cat. 

The st01y of how I got my name, 
however, isn't so cool. I fell out of 
a second-st01y window. I had two 
broken legs. 

They are all better now, but I got 
really good at sitting up on my back 
feet like a praire dog. Chicks really 
dig it, it's better than a scar! 

People here say "Awwwwwww, 
He's so cute!" But I can be feisty at 
times, because being this cute isn't 
as easy as it looks. 

Come down to meet me and we 
can "fall" in love. (wink, wink ... ) 

For more info1mation on adopt
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at (413) 
548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org. 

PAPER 
Week of July 29th 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 
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58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
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This newspaper shall not be li
able for errors in advertisements, 
but will print without charge that 
part of the advertisement in which 
an error occurred. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
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standards of the newspaper, such 
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Annual Subscription Rate: 
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Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org 

with any questions. 

Montague Co1mnunity School Part
nership are piloting a new project 
called Making Coru1ections. This is 
a program for families who are new 
to or unfamiliar with the G-M com
munities or schools. 

Each participating new fainily 
will be paired with a volunteer par·
ent. These volunteer "buddies" will 
be ti·ained, meet the new families at 
an ice cream social in late August 
and check in with their new fam
ily each week for the first 2 months 
of school or longer if the buddy 
chooses. Eve1y new family and ev
ery buddy will receive a copy of the 
new Gill Montague Parent Resource 
Guide, produced by the Paitnership 
and Suzie Hale. 

You can be part of this project if 
you have or raised children in this 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. When seniors gather, it doesn't 
seem to take long before we get to 
our aches and pains. You must get 
more than your share of that. 

My friend, Pete, has instituted a 
colonoscopy rule. He insists that, 
if a bm1ch of us geezers ai·e talking 
about aches, maladies and visits to 
the doctors, eve1yone has to change 
the subject as soon as someone uses 
the word colonoscopy. Usually we 
switch to grandchildren, which is a 
lot more fun. 

But, while we are on the subject 
of colons ... 

Colorectal cancer - cancer of 

The 3-hour ti·aining will be held 
in late July or ear-Iy August. The 
family meet and great event will be 
just before school struts. The con
tacts after that will be ananged by 
you and your new family at your 
mutual convenience. 

Vickie Barber Flym1 of Montague 
Catholic Social Mirlistries is coordi
nating this effo1t. Please contact her 
at vickie@mcsmcoimnunity.org or 
Cate Woolner at manager@gmpait
nership.org ASAP if you ar·e consid
e11ng being a volm1teer buddy. 

The Brick House Community 5 to 7 p m. : Printinaking / Color 
Resource Center at 24 Third Theory 
Street in Tmners Falls is offering Thursdays, August 1, 8 & 15 
ongoing, free workshops for kids 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Bookmaking 
and adults. Call Erin at 413-336- Saturday, August 3 
2208 or visit workshopseries.info IO to 2 p.m. First Aid in Spanish 
for more info1mation or to register 2-3 p m. Making Butter for Kids 
for events. Here's a taste: 4 p.m. Fandom 
Saturday, July 27 Wednesday, August 7 
4 p.m. Fandom 4 to 6 p m. Bike Maintenance 
Tuesday, July 30 Thursday, August 8 
10 to noon: Kids Gar·dening 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Bookmaking 

Making Corrections 
The Turners Falls Block Party 

is not on Sunday, August 11. It's 
on Saturday, August 10. Apologies 
to om reporter: we ti-ied to make a 
helpful inse1tion to her article and 
fell flat. Satmday, August 10. 

In our "Montague Repo1ter On 

The Road" teatm·e we e1rnneously 
credited photographs of our 
readers in both Arizona and Cape 
Cod to Tom Ca1rnll. He took 
neither photograph. It would be 
pretty crazy if he took both. 

Thank you for your patience! 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Colonoscopies, Colitis, and Colorectal Cancer 
the colon or rectum - is the second 
leading cause of death from cancer 
in the United States. Early detection 
of colon cancer is especially 
impo1tant because, if it is fom1d in 
its early stages, it can be cured nine 
out of ten times. 

Who's at 1-isk? The chances of 
getting it increase with age. But 
other 1-isk factors include polyps, 
your histo1y, diet and whether 
you've had ulcerative colitis. 

Polyps ar·e benign growths on the 
inner wall of the colon ai1d rectum. 
Not all polyps become cancerous, 
but nearly all colon cancers start as 
polyps. 

Colorectal cancer seems to mn 
in families. And, someone who has 
already had colorectal cancer may 
develop this disease a second time. 
So greater vigilance is a good idea if 
you or your relatives have had it. 

This fo1m of cancer is more 
likely among people on a diet high 
in fat, proteirl, calories, alcohol, and 
both red and white meat. Low-fat, 
high-fiber diets seem better for the 

colon. 
Ulcerative colitis is a condition 

in which there is a chronic break 
in the lining of the colon. Having 
this condition increases a person's 
chance of developing colorectal 
cancer. 

Thefollowingaresomesymptoms 
of colorectal cancer: blood in 
the stool, dianhea, constipation, 
stools that are nairnwer than usual, 
frequent gas pains or cramps, 
unexplained weight loss, umelieved 
fatigue, vomiting. 

Go to yow- doctor if you have 
symptoms. The medical profession 
has many detection tools. These 
include: a test to check for hidden 
blood in the stool; a sigmoidoscope, 
a lighted instiument for examining 
the rectum and lower colon; a 
colonoscope, a lighted instiument 
to examine the rectmn and entire 
colon; a bar·imn enema with a se11es 
of x-rays of the colon and rectum; 
a digital rectal exam to feel for 
abno1mal areas. 

Two recent studies showed 

that colonoscopy can find many 
pre-cancerous polyps that 
sigmoidoscopy misses. Another 
major advantage of the colonoscopy 
is that it enables the doctor to 
remove any polyps found dming the 
procedure. 

There is a virtual colonoscopy, 
a minimally invasive procedure. 
Doctors are able to see the entire 
colon using 3-D computer graphics 
from a computerized tomography 
scan, or CT scan. 

Known as CT colonography, this 
exam is an alternative for patients 
who are at risk of complications from 
colonoscopy such as patients who 
are frail. If a virtual colonoscopy 
finds sigilificant polyps, they have 
to be removed by conventional 
colonoscopy. 

If you would like to read more 
columns, you can order a copy of 
"How to be a Healthy Geezer" at 
www.healthygeezer.com. 

Senior Center Activities - July 29 to August 2 
NANCY L. ODLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

.>◊P: GILL-MONTAGUE 
Gill / Montague Senior Cen

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p m. Congregate meals 
are served Tuesday through Thms
day at noon. Meal reservations must 
be made one day in advance by 11 
a.m. 

All fitness classes are supp01ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy do
nations are accepted. 

Com1cil on Aging Director is Ro
berta Potter. For more information, 
to make meal rese1vations, or to 
sign up for programs call 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our ma
chine when the center is not open. 

Monday7/29 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:55 am. Chair Aerobics 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 7 /30 
12 p.m. Lunch 
1 p m. Sing Along with 
Morningstai· 
Wednesday 7/31 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
12 p.m. Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 

Thursday 8/1 
NO morning Tai Chi 
10:30 am. to noon Brown Bag 
12 pm. Lunch 
1 pm. Pitch 
Friday 8/2 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
12 pm. Pizza Paity 

ERVING 
Eiving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. 

Lm1ch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
e1vations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re
becca Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for 
meal information and rese1vations. 

For info1mation, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at (413) 
423-3649. Transpo1tation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Cen
ter to confom activities, schedule 
a ride, or fo1d out when is the next 
blood pressme clirlic. 
Monday7/29 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo-Exercise 

Tuesday 7 /30 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday:7 /31 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12p m. Bingo 
Thursday 8/1 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
12 noon Cards 
Friday 8/2 
9 a m. Bowling 
Lunch TBA 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the Lev

erett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, ext. 5, 
or coa@leverettma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for homs 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

now located at 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-NlcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & GBAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 
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lOCAl BRIEFS 
Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Come learn about local brick 
manufacturing and architectural 
styles and designs with brick in 
Turners Falls. Local industrial-era 
mills, businesses, tenements, and 
homes were built from the ground 
up - quite literally from the clay 
found on the banks of the Connecti
cut River right here in town. 

The program, Watershed His
tory: Backyards, takes place at the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center in 
Turners Falls from 6 to 7 p.m. this 
Friday, July 26. 

Ken and Corki are bringing 
their delightful musical talents, 
amazing harmonious voices and 
whimsical brother/sister humor for 
an entertaining morning of singing 
at the Turners Falls Branch of GSB 
on Saturday, July 27, from IO a.m to 
noon. The range and variety of their 
songs will definitely result in some 
toe-tapping and hand-clapping on 
your part. The event is free thanks 
to the generosity of Ken and Corki 
in partnership with Greenfield Sav
ings Bank. Come for a few minutes 
or stay the entire time. 

The National Spiritual Alliance 
is sponsoring a Psychic Fair on 
Saturday, July 27, from 11 a m. to 
4 p m. at Thompson Temple across 
from the Lake Pleasant post office. 
For more information, contact TN
SA's website, spiritualallianceusa. 
org. 

The documentary film, The 
Horse Boy, will be shown at the 
Wendell Free Library on Saturday, 
July 27 at 6:30 pm. The Horse Boy 
is a heartfelt exploration into the 
worlds of autism, horses, shaman
ism, and Mongolia - and a family 
that went to the end of the ea1th to 
find a way into their autistic son's 
life. 

The filmmaker, Rupert Isaacson, 
took what he learned from his son's 
interactions with horses and devel
oped the Horse Boy Method, a sys
tem for promoting communication 
and enhancing the gifts of autism. 
After the movie, Chris Wings and 
Su Hoyle, owners of Be With Hors
es (SM) in Wendell, will talk about 
learning the Horse Boy Method 
from Isaacson at a recent training in 
Ontario, and their subsequent certi
fications as Horse Boy Method Ba
sic Practitioners. The event is free. 
Contact bewithhorses@gmail.com 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

for more information or to RSVP. 
The Swift River Valley His

torical Society, at 40 Elm Street in 
North New Salem, is hosting an Ice 
Cream Social on Sunday afternoon, 
July 28, from 1 to 5 pm. The public 
is invited to bring a picnic lunch and 
blanket, and enjoy free ice cream 
and toppings - local ice cream from 
Maple Valley Creame1y in Hadley 
- served up by Serendipity Daily 
Bar of Orange. 

Adinission to the Swift River 
Museum is free this year in honor 
of the 75th anniversary of the disso
lution of the towns of Dana, Enfield, 
Greenwich, and Prescott before the 
constmction of the Quabbin Reser
voir and the flooding of the Swift 
River Valley to provide safe di-ink
ing water for the Boston area. 

The museum recognizes the way 
of life and sacrifice made by the 
more than 2500 residents of those 
towns whose homes were moved 
or destroyed. For more info1mation 
about the museum and a schedule 
of upcoming events, visit www. 
swiftrive1museum.org, email srvhs
museum@gmail.com, or call 978-
544-6882. 

Christmas in July Fireworks is 
scheduled for this Saturday evening, 
July 27, sta1ting off with a decorat
ed boat parade at 8: 15 pm. The best 
vantage points are along the Con
necticut across from Unity Park in 
Turners Falls or the boat ramp area 
on the Gill side of the river. This 
yearly tradition is sponsored by the 
Franklin County Boat Club and the 
Turners Falls Rod and Gun Club. 

The Leverett Libraiy once again 
welcomes Julie Collier and her 
birds of prey on Tuesday, July 30, 
at 6:30 pm. Collier is co-founder of 
the raptor rehabilitation organiza
tion Wingmasters in Leverett. Col
lier will present and talk about these 
exciting birds, from the powerful 
peregrine falcon to the munchkin
like saw-whet owl. 

The Gill Common People Con
cert Series continues on Tuesdays 
July 30, August 6 and 13. The con
certs strut at 7 p.m. and are held on 
the Gill Town common or in the Gill 
Congregational Church if inclement 
weather. 

Camp Kee-Wanee is hosting the 
Smurfs 2 at the Greenfield Garden 
Cinema on Saturday, August 3, at 
10 a.m. All proceeds will go to the 
camp's capital iinprovement fund. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

All seats ai·e just $5, and 100% 
of the profits go directly to camp. 
Bring the whole family. Call (413) 
775-3528 to rese1ve your seats, or 
show up Saturday morning. 

Karen Traub b11ngs her relaxing 
and therapeutic integrative acu
pressure, free of charge to any
one wishing 15 minutes to preview 
Karen's private, individualized and 
stress-release sessions at Greenfield 
Savings Bank on Saturday, August 
3, from 9 to noon. Karen holds 
training degrees and ce1tificates in 
this emerging field. GSB will defi
nitely be taking rese1vations for this 
event. Please call Christina, Ken-i or 
Linda at (413) 863-4316 to reserve 
your chair-spot. 

The Turners Falls Block Party 
organizers are plugging 1-ight along. 
On Thursday, July 25th, at Jake's 
Tavern they're hosting Trivia 
Night at 8.pm. They are also b1-ing
ing Flash Mob Dance to the paity. 
Interested in finding out what that 
is all about? Attend one or all of 
the lessons to be held at the B11ck 
House, 3rd Street, Turners Falls, on 
August 4 from 4 to 6 p.m., or Au
gust 7 and 9 from 6 to 8 p m. 

We The People, Pioneer Valley, 
present Reclaiming Democracy, an 
inspi11ng documentary film about 
how communities can regain control 
of their 1-ights in the face of corpo
rate constitutional rights, and how 
communities can speak up for the 
rights of nature. The film will show 
in Turners Falls at St. Kaziinierz, 
197 Avenue A at 6:30 p.m. on Au
gust 8 and again at 6:30 pm, August 
22 in Greenfield at All Souls Unitar
ian Church, 399 Main St. Q&A and 
discussion follow each showing. 
Call Diane McAvoy at (413) 522-
4194 for more info1mation. 

The Great Falls Coffeehouse on 
F11day, August 9, features Banish 
Misfortune, a 6-piece group of mu
sicians in Western Massachusetts 
who play traditional music from 
Ireland, with occasional forays 
into tunes from Scotland and Cape 
Breton. Their instiuments include 
fiddle, conce1tina, flute, mandolin, 
accordion & guitar. They play as a 
session: an informal gathering of 
musicians playing ti·aditional Celtic 
music for the sheer enjoyment of it. 

Doors to the Great Falls Discov
e1y Center open at 6:30 pm, concert 
begins at 7 p m. Donations ai·e ac
cepted ($6 to $12 suggested) and 
help the Friends of GFDC support 
free programming at the center. 

Organizers also want to re1nind 
everyone about the Block Party Pa
rade, which kicks off the festivities 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 10. 
The more the men-ier in this year's 
pai·ade is the plan and desire. 

Send local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

EDWARD HINES 
MUSIC 

• NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS 
FOR PRIVATE STUDY 

• GROUPS FOR PERFORMANCE 
COACHING (Classical-Pop-Rock) 

MORE INFORMATION: 
www.hinesmusic.com/lessons.html 

413-768-9857 

Summer hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun, 10-8 

413-367-9206 

gc>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd,4 
Montague, MA Ot,51 

www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

fUn1<·s~un 
fUN. fUNl<Y. fUN(JIONfU 

(ustoll): Sewil)~, CJpf)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder - Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

Good Dtrt f otte~ 
Studio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
-tl;-}67--0155 

www.gooddirtpotter_y.com 

~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::; .---------------------, 
NntritionWorks Consulting 

Edurnno11, Attorivario11 & Supporr 

Jenny Martinez Nocito, MEd, RD 

\mw.N1111ili011Work.1Con.iul11ng.com 

Nu1rlt1onW01klC011sult111g@gmail.com 
i\111hers1, MA 

413.69 t;.()233 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

3 

New Swap Shed In New Salem 

Students involved with the 
Carpentiy Program at Franklin 
County Technical School spent the 
past school yeai· building a new 
shed at the New Salem Transfer 
Station. The shed replaces the old 
swap shed and will be used for 
the same purpose - a place where 
people can leave items no longer 
needed, but still in good condition 
for someone else to take. 

The new shed also has storage 
space in the back. The following 
students from the 2013 and 2014 
graduating classes worked on the 
shed, under the direction of teach
er, Mike Nobregia: 

Class of 2013 - Jeffrey Blake, 

Northfield; Rebecca Brisson, 
Charlemont; Courtney Brown, 
Montague; Jacob Earl, Buckland; 
Jasmine Farr-Marcum, Green
field; Ciearra Jamieson, Green
field; Matthew McCarthy, Green
field; Gerald Richardson, Orange; 
Jamie West, Deerfield; Patricia 
Woods, Greenfield. 

Class o/2014 -Alyssa Andrews, 
New Salem; Cody Booska, Mon
tague; Cooper Grace, Montague; 
Mark Levasseur, Gill; Jacob Mac
Donald, Colrain; Brooke Meuse, 
Orange; Scott Modica, Orange; 
Brittany Park, Conway; fyler Pe
ters, Montague; Robert Reed, Win
chester, NH 

Please remember to pick up after your dog. 
It's the right thing to do. 

PRE-REGISTRATION 
is now being offered for 
children in grades K-2 at 
Our ladV of Peace Church. 

In addition to 
the educational 
components, SWdents 
are gradually int.roduced 
to service opportunities 
and participation in 
prayer through monthlY 
children's Masses. 

For registration or 
further information 

contact Carol Holubecki, 
Director of Religious 

Education at 
413-863-2585 or 

1952gary@comcast.net. 

cfCtJw GtJDrPin 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
7 days a week 

Route 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

OOPERATIVE 
4iica1y-Owned s1i:.1s1e 

269 High Street - Creenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 

farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greennetdfarmerscoop.com 

Christopher Sawyer-Lau~anno, 
' Mussoorie-Montague 

Miscellany 
"The OJ·der is eleo,anl ... 

and because the su bjecl 
i.s consciousness, there 
i.s urgency, too." 

-Bill Berkson 
Talisman House; $13.95 
ISUN: 9i8.1~'>&100,<)9:{..'l, 

orders: nmazon.com, spdbooks.org 

L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

Eat ln or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
Q UESAD ILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 O Fiske Ave· downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, 1NTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA l.ANG 413;834;7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 
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Resurgent Turners Falls 
A week ago we wandered along 

Avenue A to take in the second 
Turners Falls Third Thursday. It 
was a hot and humid evening but 
the streets were packed with folks 
of all types and of all ages strolling 
along the busy streets, listening to 
music, going out to dinner, shop
ping in the stores, and generally just 
enjoying themselves. We spotted a 
number of out-of-towners who had 
come into Turners to partake of the 
festive atmosphere. 

By all indications the shops were 
doing a lively business (although 
it may have been the popsicles 
that were responsible for the large 
crowd at Loot). Daniel hales and the 
frost heaves pumped up the side
walk atmosphere with their catchy 
tunes and their fine musicianship. A 
crowd gathered at Ga1y's Coins; Ni
na's Nook saw the opening of Bar
bara Milot's fine show; newcomers 
to the Avenue, Christa Snyder at 
Funk*Shun and Rodney Madison 
of Madison on the Avenue were 
welcoming shoppers to sample their 
eclectic wares. It was hard to get a 
table at Jakes or the Voo or Black 
Cow Burger or 2nd Street Baking. 
It felt like a paity; it felt real; it felt 
good. 

Third Thursday is the first of 
many suggestions for enlivening 
the downtown that came out of the 
recent Livability Study. Lisa Davol, 
the just-depaited director of River
Culture, seized on the idea. Within 
a month of the discussions at the 
Livability meetings, Third Thurs
day was a reality. Which is not to 
say, that it didn't take work. It did: 
lots of it. 

The merchants, the a1tists, and 
RiverCulture all worked together 

to make it happen. It bodes ve1y 
well. The first Third Thursday was 
a tremendous success as firsts often 
are. But the second Third Thurs
day drew as many people as did 
the Third Thursday in June, maybe 
even more. 

We can't be more delighted to 
see downtown Turners undergoing 
such a revitalization. It suits the 
village. It gives us hope that we ai·e 
witnessing a hue h·ansformation. 
The downtown, more and more, is 
looking like a place where we want 
to be, where we want to hang out, 
meet friends, make friends, just be. 

The increased events at the Shea 
and The Discovery Center, the 
new restaurants and shops and the 
spmced-up old ones, the Farmer's 
Market, the libra1y programs, the 
ongoing workshops and activities 
at the Brick House and Catholic 
Social Minish·ies all conh·ibute to a 
new Turners Falls where eve1yone 
can congregate, or as we used to say 
in the '60s, "where it's happening." 

In the last issue of this paper 
we commented in this space on the 
other side of Turners. But if Turners 
takes off as a place where a host of 
people of different sh·ipes can live 
and work, there may be glimmers of 
hope that increased economic activ
ity may begin to change not just the 
surface image of the downtown, but 
the quality of opp01tunities for many 
who at present are left behind. 

We look fo1ward to the Upper 
Valley Music Festival this weekend, 
and to the Block Paity on August I 0 
with music, vendors, and liveliness 
that becomes us and our communi
ty. And we'll also be sh·olling along 
the Avenue at the next Third Thurs
day. We hope you will be, too. 

Lener to/ die Editor 

Support Our Local Nurses 
Today, Thursday, July 25, there is 

a commmiity rally to Keep Care in 
Franklin County, in front of Frank
lin Medical Center at 5:30 pm. 

I'm concerned about the erosion 
of health services available at our 
local hospital. Many of the services 
formerly offered here have been 
moved to Baystate Medical Center 
in Springfield. We cannot allow our 
local hospital to become a means to 
funnel patients to Springfield. We 
need a full-service hospital right 
here! 

Springfield is NOT just down the 
road, as Baystate has called it. For 
many it's an hom's drive or more. 

Visiting a sick relative or friend 
so far away is extremely inconve
nient, and a tiue hardship for many 
ofus in this low-income county. Pa
tients need their families and friends 

nearby when they are in the hospi
tal, especially the children who ai·e 
no longer se1ved as inpatients in 
Greenfield! Nor is it easy for many 
to drive down to Springfield for rou
tine tests or to pick up records. 

Now Baystate has announced 
layoffs at om hospital! Is this a 
ploy to retaliate against the nmses 
for exercising their rights to col
lective bargaining? I don't believe 
their justification that they "cannot 
successfully rec1uit and retain doc
tors". If they're having a hai·d time, 
maybe they're not offering compet
itive pay. 

Join in and let yow- hospital ad
ministrators know yow- concerns 
about Keeping Cai·e in Franklin 
Comity! 

- Gloria Kegeles, 
Wendell ·------------· I 

I 
1$20 
I 

Sign Me Up! I 

{ 

10 months (3 7 issues) for our walking routes I 
8 months (31 issues) for our driving routes 
5 months (18 issues) for mailed subscriptions I 

I 
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When Hair is More Than a Fashion Statement 

By RICHARD ANDERSEN 

MONTAGUE - Last night my 
wife showed me an iPhone photo 
of om seven-year-old grandson. 
He was sp01ting a Mohawk haircut 
given him by his biological father. I 
was so upset I couldn't sleep. 

The photo jettisoned me back to 
a time when I was riding an uptown 
New York subway early on a Sun
day mo1uing. The train was practi
cally empty, but across from me was 
a fainily all dressed up for a special 
occasion. Two parents, a girl, and a 
younger boy. 

I couldn't help but notice how 
loving and affectionate they were 
with each other. I listened to what 
they were saying. The boy wai1ted 
to know what a "spic" was. The 
mother asked where he'd heai·d the 
word. It was in a joke someone told 
at school, and the boy didn't under
stand why it was funny. The father 
explained the joke and then told 
ai10ther one to illush·ate what he'd 
said. Eve1yone laughed. Then the 
girl told a joke she had heard about 
ai10ther ethnic group, ai1d the pai·
ents joined in with some jokes of 
their own about "rednecks." What a 
great day this was tmning out to be 
for this family! 

When we think of the ways hate 
is taught we don't usually associ
ate it with loving fainilies enjoying 
good times with one another, but 
this is often the way it happens. The 
lessons ai·e h·ansmitted subluninally. 
The adults, who have internalized 
their culture's prejudices, might not 
even be aware of what they're do
ing. 

Our grandson lives in Virginia. 
The nearest professional football 
team is the Washington Redskins. 
Some of his friends weai· Redskin 
jerseys when they try to replicate on 
local fields the athletic achievements 
of their favorite players. Some of the 
adults wear them when they punch 
beer caiis over grills on game days. 
Not many think about the dehuman
izing affect their appai·el has on the 
Native Americans who contumally 
see themselves reduced to the level 
of mascots. And the kids, who real
ly ai·e too young to know any better, 
what's the message they're getting? 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERSI 

;ffiontague l\eporter 

58 4th St Turners, 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

How different is it from the one the 
children riding the subway learned? 
New York Wops, Pittsbmg Polacks, 
Washington Redskins. What's the 
difference? 

So now our grandson has, u1 all 
his innocence, reduced the indig
enous population of America to a 
fashion statement. How did it hap
pen? Where did it begin? In the park 
playing with his friends? Attending 
a Redskins football game? Did his 
father, who cuts his hair eve1y sum
mer, playfully ask him if he'd like to 
see what he'd look like with a Mo
hawk? Did it go the way of the rest 
of his hair once the photo was taken? 
Does it matter if they were just fool
ing ai·ound or taking advantage of an 
oppo1tunity to bond? Isn't the mes
sage about Indians still the same? 

And what effect has it had on the 
boy? What's now been placed in 
his subco1iscious storage container 
for the futme? Tattoos? Pierced eye
brows? Jackboots from Doc Ma1tin? 
T-shirts boastu1g a Confederate flag 
held together with safety puis? Isn't 
this all pait of the same shtick? And 
once the someday teenager's period 
of adolescent h·ansgression ends, 
and he manages to cross the thresh
old of adulthood without being shot 
by an overzealous police officer, and 
he struts looking like so many others 
of his class in Virginia, what then? 
The Tea Pa1ty? 

Right now, there are two revolu
tions taking place in America, and 
they are occmTing with almost as 
little notice as a Redskins jersey or 
a Mohawk haircut. The first is oc
curring at the level of the Supreme 
Court, which recently shuck down 
a key provision in the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. That provision protect
ed minority populations from being 
disenfranchised by states that had 
enacted legislation to keep Africai1-
Americans from votu1g. 

It gave people discriminated 
against on the basis of race a politi
cal power that they wouldn't have 
been able to attau1 without the cor
responding economic power histori
cally necessaiy for change in this 
countiy. The Comt decided that the 
provision was no longer needed be
cause America is not the same place 
that it was during the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

But without the law, 1night the 
countiy in some places regress to
ward that time? No sooner did the 
Supreme Comt annom1ce its deci
sion than a group of white citizens 
in Beaumont, Texas, renewed their 
effo11s to change the voting regula
tions u1 their dish'ict so they could 
remove from their school board the 
majo11ty of Afi1can-Ame11cans who 
sit on it. And what about the states 
that will now msh to require voter 
identification cai·ds that can only be 
purchased? 

Hunting lice1ises, for example, 
will be an acceptable fo1m of iden
tification in these states, but student 

identification cards will not. Doesn't 
this kind of legislation discriminate 
against those who caimot read
ily afford to buy their 11ght to vote? 
Aren't these among the people who 
traditionally vote Democrat? 

Perhaps the counhy has not 
changed as much as Justices Robe11s 
and Thomas think. Or perhaps their 
decision to wi'ite for the majority in 
this case is an attempt to enable an 
unfortunate pait of om past to once 
again play an active role in the his
to1y currently beu1g created by those 
in power. 

The second revolution has also 
played a part in the deliberati01is of 
the Supreme Com1, which recently 
voted to honor the hmnan 11ghts of 
gay Americaiis and declare uncon
stitutional the government's policy 
of denying federal benefits to same
sex couples who were man'ied under 
state law. Did the court have much 
choice? Fifty-five percent of the 
Americai1 people now suppo1t ai1d 
twelve states honor gay man'iages 
with California, Illu1ois, and Oregon 
soon to follow. Or was the decision, 
as are most of the decisions of this 
conservative comt, once agau1 po
litical? 

Republicans need votes if they 
ai·e going to continue to have a ma
jor influence on the way the counhy 
is mn. Not only from gays but from 
other groups whose cultures differ 
from the white, racist, econ01nically 
well-off, homophobic, ChI'istian fun
damentalist base usually associated 
with the Republican Pa1ty. Could it 
be that immigration is another pait 
of the GOP's marketing strategy? 
How many undocumented work
ers can be bought off with a path to 
green cai·ds? 

When Rip Vai1 Winkle wakes up 
after being asleep for twenty years, 
he notices that a sign which once 
featmed a painting of King George 
III has been replaced by an unage 
of someone called George Washing
ton. Talking to those who have been 
awake for longer thai1 he has, Rip 
discovers that he's slept thI·ough a 
revolution. When I saw the photo of 
om grandson-cum-Mohawk, I won
dered whether I had been sleepu1g 
through not one but two revolutions. 
Both culminatu1g in decisions by the 
Supreme Comt to gamer more votes 
for Republicans. 

It's easy to see what's hypocritical 
and wi·ong-headed in action taken in 
suppo1t of a narrow-minded political 
agenda. It's not easy to know what 
to do about it. Especially when the 
chances of success are so !united by 
a government that boasts freedom 
of speech abroad but doesn't listen 
to anyone without substantial sums 
money at home. Perhaps in a place 
like Montague, where people still 
meet to debate the issues that sepa
rate them, a difference cai1 be made. 
At least some of the tune. 

see GUEST page 5 
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whether, as N01thfield Mountain 
has claimed, the wakes of passing 
speedboats ru·e responsible for the 
ongoing loss of riverside fannland. 

Erosion Committee on the review, 
and to provide adequate time for the 
committee to review the results and 
"to detail how our comments have 
been addressed," McPhee said. 

John Howard, in charge of li
cense compliance with FERC for 
No1thfield Mountain, is away on 
a business trip ru1d unavailable for 
comment this week. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

Swimmers, Bikers, Scammers and Skunks 
Not long ago, the town of Gill pro

posed that FERC require No1thfield 
Mountain to excavate a closed-loop 
lower reservoir as prut of the 30-
year relicensing approval process, 
in order to eliminate the fluctuations 
in river level and currents associated 
with the utility's daily pump and re
lease regimen. But that suggestion is 
not included in the July 15 letter. The 
letter notes, "Landowners and Con
cerned Citizens for License Compli
ance and the CRSEC attempted to 
work with FirstLight to develop a 
suitable Quality Assurance Project 
Plan ru1d appropriate methodology 
for the 2013 Full River Review, but 
the Quality Assurance Project Plan 
has not been finalized since First
Light stopped collaborating on the 
Plan." The letter also urges "FERC 
to require FirstLight to work with 
stakeholders to complete a credible 
Quality Assurance Project Plru1, and 
to then undertake studies that ru·e 
based on technically defensible sci
ence." 

The letter fmther points to a re
quest for a study of shoreline ero
sion caused by No1thfield Mountain 
Pumped Storage operations request
ed by the National Marine Fisheries, 
a federal agency. 

This year's Full 

River Review hy 
FfrstLight "could 

potentially inform all 
of the other studies 

required hy the 
relicensing process." 

The letter claims FirstLight has 
bmshed aside similru· requests from 
the town and the FRCOG because 
they were not federal resource agen
cies. But the National Marine Fish
eries is one, ru1d therefore may not 
be as easily bmshed aside. 

As the letter states, "listed among 
[NMFS 's] numerous resource man
agement goals was the concern that 
elevated levels of suspended sedi
ment ru·e associated with a diminu
tion in water quality encountered 
by tiust resource species," such as 
migrating shad, sturgeon, and other 
anadromous fish the federal govern
ment has spent millions of taxpayer 
dollars studying, or attempting to 
reinn·oduce into the Connecticut 
River, in recent decades. 

Reached by phone, Kimberly 
McPhee, land use and natural re
source program manager for the 
FRCOG said, "FERC told First
Light that they were expected to 
work with stakeholders on a Quality 
Assurance Project Plan and a meth
odology for the 2013 Full River 
Review. It hasn't happened. We 
haven't seen an updated version of 
either one of these documents since 
the beginning of the year." 

She said the issue is important 
because this year's Full River Re
view by FirstLight "could poten
tially info1m all of the other studies 
required as pa1t of the relicensing 
process. FirstLight was directed by 
FERC to work with the Sn·eambank 

Polatin said the town of Gill has 
an interest in "watching the pro
cess" of the once-in-a-generation 
relicensing, "and making sure they 
ru·e looking out for the best interests 
of the river." 

Other Selectboard Business 
The question of the riverbank was 

not the only business the selectboru·d 
dealt with at its July 15 meeting. 

The board waived the right offirst 
refusal on 16 plus acres of steeply 
sloped land along Main Road for
merly owned by Mrutin Ya1mac, 
which has been held in Chapter 61-
B protection as recreational land for 
the past two yeru·s. 

As the land is being sold to a 
new buyer who proposes to take 
the land out of protected status, and 
pay about $1000 in back taxes to the 
town, the selectboru·d had the right 
to bid first on the land, but declined 
to do so. 

The new roof on town hall has 
been completed at about $15,000 
under budget, for a total cost of 
about $53,000, according to town 
adininisn·ative assistant Ray Puring
ton. He also said it doesn't leak. 

The inflow and infiln·ation study 
of sewer pipes at the Riverside wa
ter district could not be coming too 
soon, said Purington, who noted the 
April through June quruterly repo1t 
from the distI1ct showed the high
est number of gallons being pumped 
under Bruton Cove to Montague for 
treatinent since at least 2005. 

Pmmgton said the inference that 
a ve1y wet spring had indirectly led 
to this peak flow through inflow and 
infiln·ation of the sewer pipes will 
soon be analyzed by consulting en
gineers from Tighe ru1d Bond. 

Fire chief Gene Beaubien has 
asked the town if his deprutment can 
again access the No1thfield Mount 
He1mon account, a fmld contI1buted 
annually to the town by the private 
school in lieu of direct tax payments 
and in recognition of the emergency 
and safety se1vices the town pro
vides the school. 

Beaubien would like to purchase 
$5,000 w01th of replacement hose 
for the department's fire tiucks, as 
he did last yeru·, using funds from 
the No1thfield Mount He1mon ac
com1t. 

The selectboard will w11te to 
No1thfield Mount He1mon to de
te1mine whether the school plans 
to continue funding the account at 
the $25,000 a year level, as it has 
for the past three years. Before that, 
the school contI1buted just $10,000 
a year to the town. Selectboru·d 
members asked Beaubien to prepare 
a cha1t of anticipated expenses for 
equipment such as hose, ru1d also 
noted a need to build up the balance 
in the fmld, since "there is going 
to be a really big purchase, one of 
these days." 

One of the town's three fire bucks 
is well past the age of re
placement; another is ap- 1•■.., 
proaching retirement age. ~ 

Monday, 7/15 
10:40 a.m. Assisted with tractor 
trailer unit stuck on Turners Falls
Gill Bridge. 
11 :30 am. Sick skunk repo1ted at 
Main Road residence. 
2:45 p.m. Complaint on Route 2 of 
trnck pulling a trailer. 
5: 10 p m. Phone scam repo1ted from 
South Cross Road residence. 
Tuesday, 7/16 
12:45 p.m. Assisted Bernru·dston 
PD with ru1·est in their town. 
4:27 p.m. Responded to 911 call at 
French King Highway residence. 
Wednesday, 7 /17 
11 :36 am. Investigated past break-

PERMIT from page 1 
on-street parking. 

One member of the Montague 
Center Water District, noting that 
he had not taken a position on the 
project, complained that "no one 
called me" or any other member of 
the district's board despite the fact 
that water quality issues had been a 
major focus of the discussion. 

"I keep reading about it in the 
paper but no one called us," com
plained Gruy Dion. Town Planner 
Walter Ramsey apologized, noting 
that he had left a number of mes
sages on the disti·ict's voice mes
saging system. Dion went on to 
to suggest that the problem of low 

GRANT from page 1 
For thousands of years the site 

had been of significance. The 
Pocumtucks and their ancestors 
had long welcomed Native peoples 
from throughout the region, as the 
village was located at the conflu
ence of two major Native Ame11can 
travel routes, the Mohawk Trail and 
the Connecticut River. In the sp11ng, 
when the salmon and shad ran the 
river, Native peoples from far and 
wide came to pa1take in the river's 
spectacular bounty. It was precise
ly this traditional gathering that was 
attacked on May 19, 1676. 

GUEST from page 4 
When Europeans first landed on 

the shores of North America, the 
Indian population - called "Indian" 
because Colmnbus thought he'd 
landed in India - is said to have 
numbered around ten million. By 
the end of the nineteenth centu1y, 
that number had been reduced to 
about 300,000. 

The number is higher now, but 
most Indians today exist in cul
tural concentration camps west of 
the Mississippi River where they 
depend on government subsidies. 
Those whose ancestors wore Mo
hawk haircuts in this pa1t of the 
counhy are barely distinguishable 
from the white population. 

An impo1tant part in the pro
gram of maintaining dominance in 
any country is for those in power 
to inse1t their forms of oppression 
into the popular culture in such a 

ing & entering at West Gill Road 
residence. 
1 :50 p.m. RestI·aining order issued 
to subject from New York. 
2 p.m. Responded to subject beg
ging for money at Gill Mobil. 
Thursday, 7/18 
1 p.m. Restraining order issued to 
French King Highway resident. 
3:30 p.m. Unwanted subject at 
North Cross Road residence. 
6:30 p m. House ala1m repo1ted 
sounding on Franklin Road. 
Friday, 7 /19 
9: 15 a.m. Suspicious motor vehicle 
at French King B11dge. 
2:55 p.m. Motorcycle complaint 

water pressure in Montague Center, 
an issue raised at previous meet
ings, would not be exacerbated by 
the project. 

The Planning Boru·d solicited 
written comments from abutters, 
receiving responses from seven of 
fifteen. Of these six opposed the 
project and one was neutral. 

When asked about the impact of 
frequent "public input" from resi
dents of the neighborhood, which 
seemed to produce overwhelm
ingly negative responses, Rrunsey 
and Planning Board member Bmce 
Young suggested, to the contrruy, 
that public input had produced 
significant changes in project de-

The attack came dm111g Meta
com 's War (King Philip's War). At 
dawn on May 19, with 50 garrison 
soldiers, among them Lieutenant 
Samuel Holyoke, and 100 other 
men, mostly farmers, the company 
led a surprise attack on the main 
Indian camps at Peskeompskut. Al
though the accounts of the nmnber 
of Indians killed vru·ies from 200 
to 350, what all agree on is that the 
victiins were mainly elders, women 
and children. 

Turner, along with 36 of his 
men, was killed on the reti·eat 
to No1thrunpton; Holyoke was 

way that its members aren't aware 
of the prejudices that are being 
formed in themselves or the dam
age they may be inflicting on oth
ers. To wear a Mohawk haircut is 
not to honor a once proud people. 
It is to condone, conti·ibute to, and 
perpetuate the oppression of a mi
nority population too small in num
ber and too weak in dollru·s to have 
their voices heard outside their own 
communities. And sometimes not 
even there. 

This social condition that plays 
itself out on the national stage also 
occurs on smaller, local levels. 
Turners Falls is named after a man 
whose crowning achievement was 
the massacre of an undefended In
dian village in which most of the 
people killed were women and chil
dren. The nearby town of Amherst 
is named after an early colonist 
who gave as gifts to Indians blan-

from South Cross Road resident. 
4:30 p.m. Assisted Erving PD with 
safety issue concerning people 
swimming in the river. 
10:45 pm. Subject repo1ted laying 
on French King B11dge railing. Lo
cated same on Eiving side. All OK. 
11 p m. Disabled motor vehicle in 
Long Rest area. Driver waiting for 
AAA. 
Saturday, 7/20 
11 :45 a.m. Suspicious person re
po1ted in constI11ction site on Turn
ers Falls-Gill Bridge. 
2 p.m. Ala1m sounding at Four 
Winds School on the French King 
Highway. 

sign. Young proposed a nmnber of 
modifications, including a small 
berm around the proposed dump
ster to contain hazru·dous waste and 
a written salt reduction plan for the 
winter months. 

The Planning Board decision 
completes the general pe1mitting 
process for the project; constmc
tion permits will be issued after the 
sale of the building, which is the 
next step in the process. 

The project still faces a poten
tial lawsuit from neighbors who 
believe the permitting process has 
violated state law. u 
wounded but smvived. The defeat 
was a major blow to the Indians, 
and is generally regarded as a turn
ing point in Metacom's Wai·. Not 
only did the English victo1y greatly 
compromise the food supply for the 
Native Americans, the attack also 
destroyed the blacksmithing and 
gun repair capabilities of the Indi
ans. Within three months Metacom 
was dead and the war at an end. 

According to the application, it 
was necessruy to protect the battle
field from fu1ther residential, com-

mercial, and industi·ial 1•■.., 
development. ~ 

kets that had been contruninated by 
smallpox. 

The people of Amherst, with 
their vested interest in one of the 
most recognized colleges in the 
counhy, would never consider 
changing the name of their town. 
But what about us in this collection 
of villages known as Montague? 
With our increasingly diverse pop
ulation, might not this be a good 
time to revisit and open for dis
cussion the human 11ghts role that 
naming plays in our community, 
our high school, and our athletic 
teams? Given the recent decisions 
by the Supreme Comt, might this 
not be a good time to take a share 
of the lead in a revolution to recog
nize all culturally diverse popula
tions as equal Americans? 

Why not go one step 

fu1ther and celebrate us 1•■.., 
all? ~ 
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Two Montague Detectives 
Receive Commendations 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUCANNO 

the same men being brought 
up on similar charges in both 
Amherst and Sunderland. 

checked with Montague 
Dispatch for any marks or 
tattoos that matched that of 
the subject he was detain
ing. The dispatcher advised 
Laster that Michael Boyer 
fit the description, and that 
two wal1'ants had been is
sued for his al1'est. Laster 
immediately took Boyer 
into custody. 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Summer Smorgasbord Includes Permits, 
Dog Hearing, Parking Ban, and $$$ Payout 

Detective William (Bill) 
Doyle and Detective Lee 
Laster both earned Letters of 
Commendation from Chief 
Charles (Chip) Dodge for 
exempla1y service. Doyle's 
commendation was for his 
work as a Juvenile Detec
tive. Laster was singled out 
for al1'esting three men who 
were attempting to burglar
ize Sirum's Equipment on 
Route 63 in Montague. 

Dodge said in his let
ter for Detective Doyle 
that "from the day of his 
appointment until today's 
date he has done his job in 
an outstanding fashion, sec
ond to none." Dodge ex
plained why he had singled 
out Doyle for commenda
tion: "Detective Doyle has 
been extremely proactive 
with his cases and he never 
turns down a request from 
another officer or agency 
to assist with their ongoing 
investigations or to just give 
his advice about a case .... I 
have to tell you, he being a 
parent and myself being a 
parent, I just can't imagine 
how difficult his job is when 
he is investigating the type 
of abuse he has to investi
gate and prosecute involv
ing children of all ages in
cluding the ve1y young." 

Detective Laster's al1'est 
of three men accused of at
tempting to break and enter 
cracked an ongoing case in 
two counties, and resulted in 

During the early morn
ing hours of July 11 Laster 
obse1ved an unoccupied ve
hicle parked along Federal 
Street (Route 63) in Mon
tague. According to Dodge, 
"Detective Laster's training 
and instinct made him stop 
and check on this vehicle .... 
Detective Laster located 
two subjects who had just 
come out of the woods and 
were wearing dark colored 
clothing. Their clothing was 
soiled and both subjects 
were ve1y sweaty." The two 
subjects, Sean Rattigan, 19, 
ofTumers Falls and Patrick 
Boyer, 26, of Greenfield 
were questioned by Detec
tive Laster then detained 
by Officer James Dee1y, 
who was also on duty, and 
charged with "vandalism, 
damage or defacement of 
prope1ty, and attempt to 
commit crime with a bur
glarious instiument." 

Detective Laster next 
headed to nearby Si1um's 
Equipment for any signs of 
breaking and entering. But 
before he an-ived at Sirum's, 
he spotted a third subject 
walking along Lake Pleas
ant Road dressed similarly 
to the other two. The man 
was canying a flashlight and 
a large bundle of items un
der his aim. Laster stopped 
and searched the subject, 
and located burgla1y tools 
in the bag. The subject gave 
Laster a false name but he 

Laster and Montague K9 
Officer John Dempsey ti·aced 
the suspects' movements to 
Sirum's where they discov
ered an attempted break-in 
had taken place, with dam
age to the building. Aware 
of other recent break-ins in 
the area, Montague Police 
contacted the Amherst and 
Sunderland police who con
verged on Si1um's to meet 
with Laster. 

. "After speaking with 
the Amherst and Sunderland 
officers and comparing evi
dence it became clear that 
the pa1ties that were being 
detained by the Montague 
Police had also been re
sponsible for the break and 
enterings in their towns," 
noted Dodge. "Because of 
the effo1ts and investiga
tive techniques used by De
tective Laster, K9 Officer 
John Dempsey, Pati·olman 
James Dee1y and Dispatcher 
Kyle Walker, many local 
cases were solved on this 
ve1y early morning and the 
responsible subjects were 
brought before the Comts 
and the Disti·ict Attorney for 
prosecution." 

Downtown Planters Get New Boss 
By ANNE JEMAS 

TURNERS FALLS -
Besides the historic brick ar
chitecture, what visitors to 
downtown Turners Falls of
ten comment on are the plant
ers lining the avenue. And 
why wouldn't they? Along 
with showcasing the spring
time blossoming trees, each 
planter is an expression of 
the gardener who has volun
teered to plant and tend it. 

Originally, there was 
funding for unifo1m land
scaping and maintenance, 
but the money for that had 
been long gone when a group 
of folks in 2005 fo1med the 
Streetscape Committee and 
organized a major cleanup 
of the litter and high weeds 
along the avenue and im
plemented the idea of each 
planter being "adopted." 

Like the expression "it 
takes a village to raise a 
child," it has taken the col
laboration of the town, indi
vidual volunteers, businesses, 
and organizations to bring the 
planters back to life. 

If you take a stroll down 

changing art and antiques. 
The end result is a reflection 
of the creative and eclectic 
spirit that is the Turners Falls 
of today. 

the avenue, you will notice 
that some planters have an 
understated look, with mostly 
ground cover planted, others 
are rich with family heirloom 
perennials, some are blan
keted with bright flowering 

Speaking of creative spir
it, Chtista Snyder of the new 

----• Funk*Shun shop on Third 
~~===~== Street not only adopted a 

Christa Snyder, new planter 
boss, on the job already. 

annuals. Others have hidden 
treasures, such as interesting 
stones and chimes or not
so-hidden displays of daily 

planter, but has volunteered 
to be a program organizer 
this year. If you have any 
questions you can call her 
at 863-0003, email her at 
rokerok@verizon net, or 
contact longtime committee 
member Linda Hickman at 
the Carnegie Library at 863-
3214. 

While every planter has 
been adopted for this year, 
there are other ways to 
help, such as weeding Spin
ner Park, helping make the 
signs for each planter that 
acknowledge the sponsors 

z and gardeners, or perhaps 
< 1 . vo unteenng to help a gar-
dener with weeding or water
mg. 

A big thank you goes out to 
eve1yone who has ever been 
involved in the Streetscape 
and Adopt-a-Planter pro-

.Hy PAlRlClA PKlJllT 

The July 22 meeting of the 
selectboard was jam-packed 
with agenda items ranging 
from the Upper Valley Music 
Festival pe1mit to a liquor li
cense to a dog hea11ng, to pay
out on the emergency sewer 
project on Industt-ial Boule
vard, to the town's Facebook 
page. About 9:15 pm. the 
chair, noting the last item was 
an executive session, asked if 
some items could be held un
til next time. 

Permits for Cultural Events 
The first of these, the Up

per Valley Music Festival 
scheduled for July 27 from 
noon to midnight, is the brain
child of Tommy and Jessica 
Byrnes. It is a fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Soci
ety and all musicians donate 
their time and talent to make 
it happen. The venues for mu
sic are the Shea Theatre, the 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
the Rendezvous, Between the 
Uprights, and the Great Falls 
Harvest Restaurant (fo1merly 
Bun·ito Rojo). Byrnes was 
granted a permit for stt·eet 
musicians along Second and 
Third stt·eets and Avenue A 
from noon to 10 p.m. on July 
27th. 

Next, Sharon Cotrell, man
ager of Powe1town Apait
ments received a permit for a 
picnic in Peskeompskut Pai·k 
on August 24 from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. for residents of Power
town and will include a tent 
with tables and chairs. Food 
will be provided, and there 
will be games for kids. 

Pam Allen, one of the cur
rent group of Block Party 
Organizers came before the 
boai·d to see if the Block 
would be covered this year 
under the town's insurance. 
Abbondanzio explained that 
the group needed to be recog
nized to the insurance com
pany as a special municipal 
entity and as such could be 
covered for the duration of 
the Block Pa1ty by the town 
insurance. A motion made to 
do so passed by majo11ty vote, 
the chair voting no. 

grams. 
The following is a cull'ent 

listing of who is making the 
program a success for 2013: 
Calvaiy Baptist Church, Rist 
Insurance, F1iends of the Great 
Falls Discovery Center, The 
Montague Reporter, Avenue A 
Dental, Montague Public Li
braiies, Funk*Shun, David Jen
sen, Ga1y's Coins & Antiques, 
Twners Falls Pizza House, 
Demers Landscaping, Nina's 
Nook, Black Cow Burger Bar, 
Khanna Salon, Between the 
Up1ights, Greenfield Faimers 

Personnel Business 
Chief Dodge was again be

fore the board seeking an ex -
tension to SergeantSuchanek's 
111 f leave of absence; the ex
tension was granted through 
September 9th. In addition, he 
sought appointment of former 
town dispatcher Jesse Sinclair 
as a pait-time dispatcher who 
comes with solid expe11ence 
and training. Sinclair will 
earn $15.00 per hour. Waste 
Water Treatment Plant super
intendent Bob Trombley was 
also seeking to rehire a for
mer employee, Tim Little, at 
grade H5, step 5, $17.85 per 
hour. Trombley spoke highly 
of Little as a fo1mer employee 
and one he was happy to have 
return to town service. 

Police Business 
Chief Dodge presented 

two Letters of Commenda
tion to Officer William Doyle 
and Detective Lee Laster and 
spoke of their accomplish
ments in great detail. (See ad
jacent article.) 

Chief Dodge announced 
that the parking ban on the 
n01th side of 7th Street was 
going into effect as of Sun
day July 28th. As of this date 
tickets can be issued to those 
pai·king on the no1th side of 
7th Street. 

In other business the board 
accepted Badge Quest as the 
Assessment Center vendor for 
the Police Sergeant's evalua
tions. Badge Quest has con
ducted assessment centers 
in the past for the town. The 
range of cost was $6,300 to 
$8,300 depending on the 
number of candidates in the 
depa1tment. 

Vicious Dog Complaint 
Hearing 

Joel B1yant of Randall 
Wood Road lodged a com
plaint against Julie Fallon, 
also of Randall Wood Road, 
and her dog, a Husky/Great 
Pyrenees, named Juno, who 
had attacked his dog, a Jack 
Russell named Josie. After 
much back and fo1th, during 
which both paities said they 
did not wish the other's dog to 
be destroyed, the chai1man of 

Coop, The Compost Queen, 
Franklin County Rotaty Club, 
Northeast Foundation for Chil
dren, Moultenbrey Apa1iments, 
Jake's Tavern, LOOT found 
& made, Kostanski Funeral 
Home, Crocker Cutle1y, The 
United Arc, Tom Sullivan, Ab
solutely Fabulous Hair, Twn
ers Falls High School Class of 
1969, Madison on the Avenue, 
Franklin County Home Cai·e, 
Dolan & Dolan, Louise Sauter, 
Sheny Rofli, and Dawn Ward. 

A special shout-out to San
dra Facto, who has taken on the 

the board was able to suggest 
a compromise acceptable to 
both paities as follows: Both 
dogs must be on leash, or dog 
rnn, or yai·ds enclosed by a 
fence to assure they remain 
out of reach of each other 
whenever either dog is out in 
his yard. 

Other Business 
Sahirat, LLC d/b/a Car

roll's Market, Vidyaben Pa
tel, Manager, came before 
the board seeking a change in 
their liquor license type from 
Off Premise, Section 15, Wine 
and Malt Liquor to Off Prem
ise, Section 15, All Alcohol 
Liquor License. The board 
granted the change of license 
by majority vote, Chris Bout
well recused himself to avoid 
conflict of interest. 

Paul Gilbert of CD
MSmith, Bob Trombley and 
Tom Bergeron were before 
the board to request pay outs 
to Baltazar Consttuction in the 
amountof$474,814.75. CDM 
Smith invoiced $37,852.38 for 
engineering se1vices rendered 
tluu July 8. Change order #1 
was approved at $191,750. 

The Lake Pleasant Asso
ciation came before the board 
looking for access to town le
gal services in hying to make 
cleai· title and ownership of 
the Bridge of Names, the 
Bell Tower and the Old Fire 
Station. The Association has 
been discussing these prop
e1ties with the Turners Falls 
Water Depa1tment which has 
had control over them. Fair
brother suggested the Water 
Depa1tment might, through its 
own legal budget, share the le
gal costs with the Association. 
Abbondanzio suggested there 
is some Community Develop
ment monies for legal work. 

Selectman Mike Nelson, 
who had suggested at a previ
ous meeting that the town de
velop its own Facebook page, 
continued the discussion again 
this evening. 

The board adjourned to go 
into executive session for rea
sons of collective bargaining. 
The next selectboard meeting 
will be August 5. 

daily job of keeping the avenue 
clean of litter using her motor
ized scooter and wagon filled 
with cleaning tools. 

Last, but not least, a big 
thank you goes to town admin
istrator, Frank Abbondanzio, 
and to Montague DPW super
intendent Tom Bergeron and 
the Montague DPW, for their 
ongoing support for keeping 
the program going and provid
ing the planters with mulch and 
working water! 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD MUSIC from pg 1 shows. Many of Saturday's 
pe1fo1mers will have CDs 
available for purchase. Valley 
legends Ray Mason and John 
Sheldon each have a slot at 
the Shea. The one difficulty 
at their shows will be decid
ing which of their many CDs 
to purchase. Another special 
ti·eat will be the 6 pm pe1for
mance by extraordina1y cel
list Eugene Friesen. 

Altists Stage." Once again 
coordinated by Addison Rice 
of Love Sprocket, there will 
be 11 or 12 scheduled a1tists 
along with a couple open mic 
sessions. Turners Falls has 
been eagerly awaiting the 
opening of its newest restau
rant. 

Fire Chief Fireworks Continue nowned percussionist Stephen 
Brown who will be teaching 
a workshop on playing the 
bones - the traditional folk 
percussion instrument made 
from a pair of animal bones. 

By KATIE NOLAN -

Erving selectboard mem
bers Andrew Goodwin and 
Margaret Sullivan accepted 
the fire chief selection com
mittee's recommendation of 
Philip Wonkka and Mitchell 
Laclaire, Sr. as fire chief can
didates. They also decided to 
hire a mediator to work with 
fire department members, and 
agreed to research changing 
the fire chief selection pro
cess. 

Approximately 20 people 
attended the July 22 select
board meeting, which was 
moved temporarily from the 
selectboard meeting room 
to the larger basement meet
ing room to accommodate 
the extra people. Selectboard 
member Eugene Klepadlo, 
who recused himself from all 
deliberations about who will 
follow interim chief Almon 
"Bud" Meattey, did not join 
the group in the larger room 
dming the discussions. 

In a letter read aloud by 
town administrator Tom 
Sharp, selection committee 
chair and police chief Chris 
Blair wrote that the commit
tee had inte1viewed the three 
chief candidates (Wonkka, 
Laclaire, and Meattey) on 
July 18 and by majority vote 
nairowed the field to Wonkka 
and La.Claire. 

Board of Engineers 
Goodwin told the meet

ing that, "in the best interest 
of the town" the town should 
change the chief selection 
process, by creating a board 
of engineers (BOE), as al
lowed by Chapter 48 of Mas
sachusetts General Laws. The 
BOE would be responsible 
for running the fire depait
ment, including appointing 
the chief and other officers. 
Goodwin said that the change 
to a BOE system might re
quire special town meeting 
approval. He said that the 
BOE could appoint "a differ
ent chief or the same chief' 
and that it should be made up 
of some lifetime (retired) fire 
depaitment members and a 
majority of active department 
members, up to twelve people 
in all. He recommended an 
interim chief m1til the BOE 
could be fo1med. 

Jacqueline Boyden of 
Northfield Road said she was 
concerned that allowing fire
fighters on the BOE to appoint 
the chief would be against 
state conflict of interest laws. 
She thought that, conside1ing 
the vacancies on town boards, 
finding enough people to join 
the BOE would be difficult. 
She also felt that creating the 
BOE would take a long time. 
"You appointed nine people 
[to the fire chief selection 
committee] to do a job and 

they worked diligently. I am 
failing to see why you won't 
go fo1ward with this." 

One of the attendees asked 
Goodwin, "Why do you want 
to change everything?" Good
win replied that he would like 
to "appoint the cmTent chief 
and so1t out the issues." 

Fire Chief Selection 
Boyden asked Goodwin, 

"Why would you disregai·d 
the hard work of the commit
tee?" Goodwin responded, 
"We should never have had a 
committee to begin with." He 
said that a yeai· ago, the boai·d 
staited to negotiate a contract 
with Meattey. After a while, 
the talks were abandoned 
and the fire chief search was 
staited. "I think we should go 
back and have contract talks," 
Goodwin said. 

Mitchell La.Claire Jr. of 
Forest Street said, "The se
lection committee was put in 
place for a reason." A womai1 
in the audience asked the se
lectboai·d to "go with the two 
names they gave you." Good
win said that proceeding with 
hiring a new chief was not in 
the best interests of the town, 
and would create "a huge rift 
in the fire depa1tment." 

"We already have one," a 
man in the audience respond
ed. A man in an orange shi1t 
who did not want to give his 
name to a reporter said, "Ob
viously this is an issue: Sta
tion 1, Station 2, he said, she 
said ... the issues need to be 
resolved. We've gone a year 
not knowing who's our chief. 
We need to know." 

Boyden said that fire de
pa.1tment divisions were now 
involving the whole commu
nity: ''You need to resolve 
a portion of it. Inte1view 
the cai1didates and make a 
choice." 

Mediation? 
Sullivan told the meeting, 

"I think we have a severe 
problem, the fire department 
is severely divided. Maybe 
we need to go to a profes
sional mediator and get to the 
root of it. Sit them all down, 
let them confront each other. 
They need to resolve it from 
within." She said she was not 
opposed to researching the 
BOE concept. However, she 
said she would like to bring in 
a mediator "now" and that it 
was the selectboai·d's respon
sibility to inte1view the two 
final candidates. 

Jake Smith of High Street 
suggested that the selectboai·d 
could pursue all three options 
until Meattey's interim ap
pointment ends on August 31: 
inte1view the two candidates, 
research the BOE system, and 
hire a mediator. Smith said 
that with more info1mation, 
the boai·d would be able to 

make a better decision. 
Another suggestion was to 

appoint two separate chiefs 
and have separate budgets for 
the town's two fire stations. 
Ga1y Brunett of High Street 
said, "I don't see the problem 
being solved no matter who 
you appoint." He suggested 
"going out of town for an in
terim chief' who could, as a 
sho1t-te1m outsider, work out 
the depa1tment's problems." 

Sullivan commented, "I've 
been thinking we need an out
sider to resolve issues ... and 
get back to being a friendly 
town. It needs to be one 
town." Goodwin remarked 
that hiiing a sh01t-te1m out
sider was a "brand-new idea" 
and that he would have to 
think about it for a while. 

Sullivan and Goodwin 
voted to take Smith's sugges
tion of continuing the inter
views, hiring a mediator, and 
researching a BOE system. 
Later in the meeting, they 
agreed to hold inte1views 
with Laclaire and Wonkka 
on August 8 from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm, and make a final decision 
about the fire chief position 
on August 26. 

"No Confidence" Letter 
Cody Traceski of Forest 

Avenue presented the boai·d 
with a letter dated July 14 
from "members of the Erv
ing Fire Depaitment and Citi
zens of the Town of Eiving" 
expressing "no confidence" 
in Meattey. The selectboai·d 
refused to provide their copy 
of the letter to the press. The 
copy available from Traceski 
was m1signed. 

The letter stated that Me
attey had appointed two fire 
depaitment members as rank
ing officers, with pay raises, 
"based on none other thai1 
the fact that they have backed 
him in town meetings." The 
letter called the appointments 
"a huge conflict of interest 
and unethical." 

Pumperffanker and Truck 
The selectboard closed the 

fire chief discussion, moved 
back to its regular meeting 
room and considered sign
ing the purchase order for 
a $490,000 pumper/tanker 
for the fire depaitment. This 
amount was approved at the 
2013 annual town meeting. 
Sullivan wondered if it was 
appropriate to buy a new tiuck 
when "the fire depa1tment is 
in too much ofan uproai·." 

Meattey said that all of the 
depaitment officers had had 
input on the tiuck's features. 
Michael Nugai of Greenwood 
Emergency Vehicles said that 
emergency vehicle costs go 
up 8 to 10% each yeai· and 
putting the purchase off could 
raise the price. 

Meattey said the tiuck's 

Other favorites of the 
acoustic scene are the Love 
Sprockets, the iconic '70s 
som1ds of Lisa Null ai1d Char
lie Baum, the legenda1y Bill 
Shute along with the Celtic 
Heels Irish Dancers and a 
host of other bands. 

The Shea Theatre, with its 
lai·ge seating capacity, has be
come the "Main Stage," with 
many favorites of the Indie 
Music scene. Opening with 
the highly touted Amherst
based sibling duet June and 
the Bee and closing with the 
Wendell-based reggae/hip 
hop Rhythm Inc, the Main 
Stage will be hopping m1til 
midnight with many, many 
Valley favorites - Here Come 
the Foxes, Gaslight Tinkers, 
LuxDeluxe, Zamia and Sun 
Pai·ade. 

Byrnes sti·esses the impor
tance ofUVMF as a fo1um for 
the independent music move
ment. With so many changes 
in the disti·ibution of music, 
artists are becoming better 
and better versed in produc
ing ai1d mai·keting their work 
along with booking their own 

The Rendezvous has been 
classified as the "Bai· Stage," 
and their focus this year will 
be a host of ainazing young 
and mature local aitists whose 
professional pe1fonnances 
and indie savvy are bringing 
them accolades in the busi
ness. If you haven't seen ris
ing star Holly May's video 
"Go Big or Go Home" (with 
over a million You Tube hits 
in just a few sho1t months) 
you might want to check it 
out. Much of the teirain is 
ve1y familiar. Montague's 
own Una Jensen will also be 
at the Voo as will Twners 
Falls-based Sandy Bailey, not 
to mention the four-piece soul 
band Pain, The Snaz from 
Brattleboro, Boston-based 
Alex J. Cohen Project and 
some Irish sessions. 

UVMF says farewell to 
Bw11to Rojo, and welcome 
to the Great Falls Haivest, 
as the host of the "Emerging 

Notice ol Hearing 

Prop11etors ChI'is Mene
goni and Bridgette Chaffee 
are thI'illed to put aside their 
paint b1ushes and scmb 
brushes to host the emerging 
a1tists. While not yet open for 
the restaurant business, there 
may be a taste of the Ha1vest 
available for the UVMF. 

Byrnes extends his thanks 
to all the volunteers and the 
unde1wi'iters of the event 
- Ryan and Casey Liquors, 
Coll's Clea.iring Se1vice and 
MOTU. MOTU, a leading 
developer of computer-based 
audio and video production 
hardwai·e and softwai·e, will 
be sending a video crew to the 
festival, inte1viewing a1tists 
and taping pe1fo1mances. 

So take a sti·oll down the 
avenue and suppo1t both lo
cal charity and local a1tists. 
The acts are too numerous to 
mention them all but the full 
schedule is posted at www. 
uppervalleymusicfest.com 
and programs will be avail-

able. It's time to plan l!!..111■..,. 
your route now!! ~ 

The Erving Conse1vation Commission in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act M.G.L. Chapter 131 Section 40, will hold a public hearing on Monday, Au
gust 5, 2013, at 7:30 PM at the Eiving Town Hall, 12 East Main Street, to discuss a Notice 
of Intent. The Notice was filed by Town of Eiving Highway Depa1tment to work on the 
Church Street fire hole. 

Chai1man, David Bmle 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Two Warrant Arrests 
Monday, 7/8 
7:30 p.m. Assisted at medical 
emergency on Lillians Way. 
Tuesday, 7 /9 
7:08 a.m. Report of sick rac
coon on High Street. Unable 
to locate. 

~ 
~ 
standing waiTant. 
5:15 p.m.AITested 

for outstanding waiTant. 
7 p m. Package repo1ted sto
len on Pleasant Street. 
10:25 p.m. No1thfield Road 
juvenile mnaway repo1ted. 

2,500-galllon tank made it a 
"hydrant on wheels", useful 
in the parts of town where 
there ai·e no hydrants. 

The board voted unani
mously to approve the pur
chase order. 

The boai·d signed agree
ments for $85,513 for a new 
highway depa1tment tiuck: 
$46,924 to H.P. Fairfield, 
Inc. for the truck body and 
$38,589 to Rom1tree for the 
chassis and cab. 

Same located in Turners 
Falls. 
Wednesday, 7 /10 
3: 15 pm. Assisted at medical 
emergency on High Street. 
4:42 p.m. Ala1m at Box Cai·. 
Building was secure. 
7 p.m. Took repo1t of possible 
animal cmelty regarding dog 
dropped off from vehicle. 
Thursday, 7 /11 
9:30 a m. Repo1t of annoying 
telephone calls at High Street 
address. 
10:10 am. Welfare check on 
Prospect Heights residence. 
Subject OK. 

Other Business 
The boai·d approved the 

request for proposal prepared 
by the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments for 
an environmental study to 
"identify potentially develop
able areas and environmen
tal resources" at the fo1mer 
Usher Plant. The cost for the 
study was set at $12,000. 

The board approved a 
$1,900 increase in costs for 
Tighe & Bond's work for the 

12:20 p.m. Assisted at medi
cal emergency on River 
Sti·eet. 
Friday, 7 /12 
6: 11 p m. Disabled motor ve
hicle rep01ted at intersection 
of Routes 2 and 63. Unable 
to locate. 
Sunday, 7/14 
7 p m. Assisted Gill PD with 
motor vellicle lockout at Bar
ton Cove. 
9:30 p.m. Call to River Street 
address for possible restrain
ing order violation. No viola
tion found. 

former Usher Plant, based 
on the increased pape1work 
resulting from the EPA's 
$50,000 brownfields grai1t. 

The board signed off on the 
Alcoholic Beverages Conti·ol 
Colillnission liquor license 
granted to Ralph Semb for 
the convenience store/Dunkin 
Donuts on Route 2. 

Smith was appointed to the 
pa.it-tune info1mation tech
nology suppo1t position for 
the town. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORTSrIOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

1' 'T, ~ ~ 
nclcYCLE 

274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

• BMW Pans , Helmeis 
, Accessories • Books 
• & Apparel • Model& 

ALLAN• DAVID 
Tct (413) 861-9543 E•mail:AJCYC@CROCKBR.COM 
Fllll: (413) 863-4920 Web: WWW.AJCYCLE.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SrTEWORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863. 4462 

SALES • SERVICE • JNSTALI.ATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

HWe give you a place to go" 

1 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044-

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 
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By BRITTANY BRUCE 

TURNERS FALLS - It's a ridicu
lously hot morning. I'm sitting with 
Turners Falls-based musician San
dy Bailey on her back porch, drink
ing iced coffee. Her daughter hands 
me a rock, and tells me it's a potato 
and that I should eat it. Sandy fin
ishes her coffee and begrudgingly 
says she's ready to start. 

BB: What Inspires You? 

SB: What inspires me? Are these go
ing to be questions where I have to 
think? Definitely not my pets. Cof
fee. Do I really have to answer this? 
Are you going to type everything 
that I say? Um, people. Yeah. 

BB: What kind of music did you lis
ten to growing up? 

SB: I grew up in a very strict Pen
tecostal Chmch where I was pretty 
much forced to listen to Christian 
and Gospel music, and it made me 
feel imprisoned, so I would sneak 
Pop radio. I loved the Fugees, be
cause they would come on the radio, 
along with Kriss Kross - who just 
made you want to "jmnp!" - but I 
didn't really like it, I just wanted to 
listen to it because it's what my little 
nine-year-old friends listened to on 
the playground. 

When I was sixteen I would also 
sneak. I got my first job in an OB/ 
GYN office, and I had fom1d a Si
mon & Garfunkel tape - "The Best 
Of' - and I stole it. I would put it in 
my car and I would sneak-listen to 
it. I would just listen to it over and 
over again, and I would dream about 
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Sneakin
1 

with Sandy Bailey: 

A Ii 11111an So11nd finds Ii 11111an F11ndina 

Sandy Bailey 

mnning away. 

Sandy's son and fiiture filmmaker 
Julian reprimands her for stealing. 

BB: How old were you when you 
started playing the piano? 

SB: Four. That's a quick question. 

BB: I think, and I've heard a lot of 
other people say this, that you have 
an amazing singing voice. Did you 
ever take any lessons? 

SB: I took lessons when I was in my 
twenties. I took opera lessons for a 
year, just to do it. I've been singing 
since I was kid, but I kind of just 
wanted to learn how to sing opera. 
But then I realized that I really didn't 

want to sing that. 

BB: So, what are yom thoughts on 
autotune? 

SB: I hate it. I hate it so much. I hate 
all ofit. I hate it. HATE. I can't even 
listen: it is unlistenable. Yeah, it's 
mtlistenable. Sadly, a lot of people 
use it, even if it's obvious or just 
flat-out autotmle. People use it to 
con-ect their pitches and most musi
cians use it these days and it makes 
my stomach tmn. It makes me want 
to throw up all over music. 

When I was recording my album 
I tracked all my vocals live and I re
fused to overdub or make any cor
rections, so there are certain tracks 
where you can hear me swallow
ing water or breathing or my voice 

cracking, or I lose the pitch, kind of. 
I wanted it to som1d like a hmnan 
being was singing. I hate autotmle. 

BB: Do you have exciting shows 
coming up? 

SB: All my shows are exciting, 
Brittany. I'm excited to play at the 
Bookmill in Montague on July 26, 
because it's right up the road. I love 
the Bookmill and I've never played 
there. I'll be playing in a room that's 
all wooden and it smells like old 
books, and it's right next to a brook. 
Eve1ybody should go to that show. 

BB: You're working on an albmn. 
What are the details on that? 

SB: Oooooh, details! I actually re
corded this album last August at my 
house here in Tmners Falls. I decid
ed I wanted to make a record in my 
house. You know, I looked around 
at studios and then I thought I like 
tirings that som1d like eve1yone is 
right there, in the room, playing 
their instiuments all at once. 

So, I had an engineer come up 
from New York, and we tm·ned my 
house into a recording studio. I got 
to have my friends playing on it: 
Ryan Hommel, Darby Wolf from 
Rubblebucket, Stm·gis Cminingham. 
And we just put together this tiring. 

I'll have the CD in hand in a 
couple weeks, and I'll be releasing 
it sometime in September. 

Oh! Another huge detail is that 
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this record was entirely fan-funded. 
I was able to raise over $65,000. I 
had put out a Kickstaiter, because 
I'm a single mom and I don't have 
thousands of dollars to spend on that 
stuff. So, it worked and I raised the 
money, gratefully and humbly, to 
make a record for people who want 
to hear it. It's ve1y cool and hmn
bling and I'm a little shocked. 

BB: If you had a million dollars to 
make a music video, what would it 
be? 

SB: I would never spend a mil
lion dollars on a music video! No 
way. I would invest in real estate and 
make more money and tl1en make a 
budget music video. You would be 
in it. 

Let's see, what song could it be? 
Who would direct it? I would have 
Julian, my six-year-old, write it, be
cause he loves to write films. I would 
probably film it at night because that 
seems like it would be fun. I'd want 
it to be dark just because I can. I 
would probably have it take place 
on a river, on a boat, at night, with 
lots of fog. Yeah, that's what I've got 
so far. 

BB: Are you having fun? 

SB: Right now? Yes. I am always 
having fun. 

In addition to Friday's 8 p.m. 
Bookmill show, Bailey is playing 
Saturday's Upper Valley Music Fes
tival on the Rendezvous stage at 
8:40p.m. 

For recordings check out sandy
bailey.com. 

Zach took a big hit during his senior season playing quarterback for 
Greenfield High. When he arrived at Baystate Franklin, they determined he 

suffered a concussion as well as a badly sprained neck. 

"But despite the injuries, I really wanted to play in my final Thanksgiving game, only weeks away,11 Zach 
says. "Dr. Darius Greenbacher, medical director of Sports & Exercise Medicine, tool< over my care." 

As a res11 It of the concussion, Zach needed to give his brain a rest- cut back on schoolwork, avoid TV, video g;:imes, and texting. For the sprained neck, he 

needed to get intensive physical therapy from Baystate Franklin's rehab team. 

"I was highly motivated, so I did all that was asked of me and was cleared to play in the big game. Because he knew how much I wanted to play, Or. 
Greenbacher came to see me practice, just to be sure I was ok.11 

Zach earned a football scholarship to St. Anselm College in Manchester, NH, where he will attend this fall. 

For health care you can believe in, call 413-773-2220 for more information about our Sports & Exercise Medicine program. 

Baystate 

413,::863-9500 • lootiheshcap;com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Franklin Medical Center 
164 High Street I Greenfield, MA 

bays ta te heal th. o rg/bfmc 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
- - - - -

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 

Fann-inspired Food&. Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Qc,1i Jo/111gc111, CReoOtcn 
ABR, CRB, CRS. GRI. SRES 
~IS-86'.:5•97'36 • Gerilohnson'1Reallor.com 
Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% o/ all REALTORS hold 1h~ presiigioos designation. 
The CRS i, my t.tdge of etptttise ,11d ywr 51,x.4</ II 
awraQce. Put )Wr tMt in the bell tog~ the job dooe. 
Whcd'EJ buring. selling O! re/erring. ali½I)'~ choose 
GER/JOHNSON, CRS SO ~r~•s "i nrr11t111;,, 

6 French King Hwy, 
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SEEING 
INTO 

METAL 
By RICHARD BALDWIN 

WENDELL - The Wendell 
Free Library presents the second 
exhibition of color photographs by 
local a1tist Gloria Kegeles. Twelve 
mounted prints treat the viewer to 
a sparkling show of images at once 
as lively as they are surprising. 

The aitist bases all of the work 
here on photographs of the reflec
tive surfaces of vehicles and mo

sweeping cmves, e.g., "Dagmar 
Swoop" and "Coupe du Jour". She 
often chooses compositions that 
combine flat and curved shapes 
as in "Federal Circle" and "Bike 
Swoosh". 

The curved shapes often have 
bluned or soft edges and in combi
nation with the sharp edges of the 
flat shapes make for compositions 
that pop with energy and move
ment. Words in titles, "swoosh", 
"swoop" and "wave" emphasize 
her interest in movement. It is no 
accident that these photos are based 
on vehicles designed for movement 
and speed. 

It is relevant to point out that in 
this show of work Kegeles' choices 
of images mostly incorporate the 
primary colors red and blue. This 
use of intense color adds to the 
drama and energy of the composi

tions. 
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torcycles. 
The results 
transform 
real objects 
into ab
stract com
positions of 
shape and 
color. 

Humor 
plays an 
important 
role here 
as well, 
beginning 
with her 

Pam Allan, Christa Snyder, Lorraine Algozer and Anne Harding (left 
to right) paint a sign/or the upcoming Turners Falls Block Party. 

am us -
ing self
portrait, 
"Camera 
Head", 
where a 
reflec
tion of the 
photogra
pher in a 
hub cap is 
hallowed 
by a ring 
of fom 
chrome 
lug nuts. 

The Block Party is on August 10. 

S h e 
writes about 
her work: 

,, 

:,1 
I 

11 

'I' ,1 

~·1™ 

"My photo
graphs ai·e 
unfiltered, 
full frame 
single ex
posmes, not 
computer 
generated or 
enhanced. 
I compose 
'in the cam
era' as I 
shoot with ''Blocks, " i?J artist Gloria Kegeles Other 
a vintage 
Nikon F 35-mm film camera and 
105mm portrait lens. The negatives 
are scanned; the prints ai·e digital. 
Vintage vehicle shows provide my 
canvases, abounding with highly 
chromed and polished vehicles at 
every step. 

"From the largest antique semi
tmcks to fire bucks, dump trucks, 
pickups, automobiles of the chrome 
age and motorcycles, images are 
everywhere to be captmed." 

Kegel es' fascination with pho
tography began in 1981, focusing 
mostly on the effects of light on 
objects. She experimented with us
ing minors as key elements in im
age making, the reflections becom
ing more important than the object 
photographed. 

Eventually this led to photo
graphing the chrome and highly 
polished smfaces of lovingly cared 
for vehicles of all types. 

For the most pa1t these photo
graphs ai·e abstract, though some 
contain bits of recognizable imag
ery: a dog in "Diesel Dog Walk
ing", the rear window of an antique 
car in "Pa1tly Cloudy with Red", 
the rear wheel of a motorcycle in 
"Bike Swoosh". 

But it is the anangement of 
shapes and colors that really make 
these compositions stand out. 

Since the smfaces she photo
graphs are frequently cmved, the 
resulting images ai·e filled with 

humorous 
bits stai1d out as in "Diesel Dog 
Walking" and the swan hood orna
ment in "Swanny Blue." 

Gloria pointed out that the title 
of the print, "Dagmai· Swoop", re
fers to the chrome plated bumper 
that was so popular in cai· design of 
the 1950's. It is so named after its 
namesake who was 'a busty blond 
actress of the fifties'. 

Ms. Kegeles is a member of, and 
regularly shows at, Galle1y A3, the 
cooperative galle1y at 28 Amity 
Street in Amherst. You can view 
more of her work and that of other 
area aitists at Wlvw.gallerya3.com. 

If you would like to have Gloria 
make photographs of yom special 
automobile, motorcycle or pickup 
please contact her gallery and dis
cuss a commission. 

Gloria writes, "My goal has al
ways been to create photographs 
mtlike any I've seen before ... ". 
Please stop in at the Libra1y and 
see for yomself. 

This exhibition is sponsored 
in part by the Wendell Cultural 

Council and runs from July 9 
through August 31 in the Herrick 

Room at the Wendell Free Library. 

Hours: Tuesday 3 to 6; 
Wednesday 10 to 8; 

Saturday 9:30 to 3:30. 

Nichols Vision 
Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

Providers for EYEMED, 
DAVIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296 Avenue A 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA. 0 I 3 7 6 
(413) 863-0100 

Readers Bob & Sue Bellemare of West 
Whately catch up on hometown news 

before enjoying a craw.fish dinner 
in Henderson, Louisiana .. 

Going a,rywhere? Take us! Send your Reporter On The 
Road pidures in to editor@montaguereporter.org. 

LAMORE LUMBER 
~~~ ~ 

Sheds • Barns • Garages 

Additions • Screen Porches • Kits 

Red, Brown, New Black 

and Hemlock Mulch 

25 Year Guarantee 
We Custom Build on Your Property 

wwwpost·heam com 
E-mail: I.amore@post·beam com 

Phone (413) 773•8388 
Fax (413) 773-3188 

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5&10 
Deerfield, MA 01342 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 

SCAPES BUILDERS 
& EXCAVA'rr0N, LI.C. 

New Constmction Renovation Site Work 

P. ➔ 13-665-0185 
I LON Hillside Road 

ww,Y.scapesbuilders.com 
South Deerfield, MAO 13 73 

1~z~•~~-SHA~HA CoNsTRucT10N 

~~Im SuP~~Y Co. !Ne. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

.and at our new location o,8O2-579-18O0 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro www.shonahonsupply.com 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3 690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Peter Waters Painting 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Services 

Home: (978) 544·6534 
Cell: (413) 461-5172 
Wendell, MA 

peterwaters@g is. net 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f)romberg 
Montague, MA 
413-367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 
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LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Retired Army Bandmaster, James Girard, 

Receives Legion of Merit 
Here's the way it was on 

July 24, 2003: News from 
the Montague Repo1ter's ar
chive. 

lagers. A number of residents 
weighed in on the parking 
situation at the comer of 
Bridge and Crescent streets. 
"The crosswalk signs are not 
in the right place," said Joan 
Felton. "They should be up 
by the crosswalk." 

that several prope1ties near 
the center of town had mul
tiple derelict vehicles in plain 
sight, and suggested he had 
been singled out for the in
fraction. 

By PATRICIA PRUITT James Girard, like his fa- "We pe1fonned at a pai·ade 
AND CHRIS SAWYER- ther, is known for his waim, where thousands of Soldiers 
IAUCANNO outgoing personality but also who fought in WWII marched 

for his commitment to ex- as well. As we made our way 
HANSCOM AIR FORCE cellence and his love for the through the cobblestone 

Police Chief Exam: Failed BASE, Mass. - Chief War
rant Officer 4 (Ret.) James 
Girai·d, commander, 215th 
Almy Band, son of Don 
Girai·d of Turners Falls, 
received the Legion of 
Merit during a ceremony 

Almy. streets of the town we could 
----------· see the audience was get

Results are back from the 
Civil Se1vice police chief test, 
and the news is not good. All 
seven Montague police offi
cers who took the chief exam 
on May 10 failed. 

On F ebrua1y 25, after a 
battle between fom1er select
board chair Sam Lovejoy and 
the state Civil Se1vice board 
over which officers should be 
allowed to take it, the Civil 
Se1vice deputy general coun
sel ordered the town to open 
the list to all officers. That 
did not leave much time to 
study. The union requested a 
delay but the Se1vice tumed 
that request down. 

Junk Cars in Wendell 

Tom Magnon of Wen
dell Depot Road met with 
the selectboard to discuss 
his 12 unregistered vehicles. 
He is preparing to have two 
of them removed. Christine 
Heard said the town bylaw 
caps the number of unregis
tered cars at ten and said he 
needs to remove the two cars 
by September 1 in order for 
them to issue a pe1mit. 

Junk Cars in Erving 

Skate Park Fix Days 

The Montague Skate Park 
closed early this spring, due 
to unsafe conditions. But 
with the help of donations 
and funds raised at the recent 
Skate Park Benefit Conceit at 
the Shea Theater, suppo1ters 
quickly got to work to make 
repairs. 

at the Massachusetts Na
tional Guard Headquar
ters here July 9, 2013. The 
Legion of Merit is given 
for exceptionally meritori
ous conduct in the pe1for
mance of outstanding ser
vices and achievements. 

Girai·d grew up in 
Turners Falls, and gradu
ated from Turners Falls 
High School in 1970. 
He enlisted in the a1my 

James Girard, Army bandmaster 

ting larger and lai·ger and 
the street was getting 
smaller and smaller. 

"As we mai·ched and 
played I could see many 
of the civilians in the au
dience were putting flow
ers in our pockets or our 
shuts, kissing our cheeks 
or shaking our hands 
and saying, 'Thank you', 
'thank you.' Never had I 
witnessed anything like 
that before. At the conclu
sion of the pai·ade Mr. Gi
rai·d gave a speech to the 
band and said, 

"' Although it was not 
directly us that fought in 

Millers Falls Gives 
Selectboard Earful 

The Montague selectboard 
began their annual summer 
tour of the villages with a 
July 14 stop at the Millers 
Falls libra1y, and took com
ments from three dozen vii-

At its July 14 meeting 
the selectboard discussed an 
ordinance regarding restric
tions on visible, inoperable 
vehicles. The police depa1t
ment recently issued roughly 
100 of these citations. Abel 
Mon-is, Jr. of High Street 
submitted a letter of com
plaint centered on the fact 

On July 9, volunteers 
including Hot Spot Teen 
Center coordinator Jeremy 
Latch, Parks and Rec director 
John Dobosz, Chris Haigh, 
B11an Heath, Mark Heath, 
Cody Clark and Dave Longe 
worked on cleanup and built 
small, portable ramps. 

Dobosz closed the ramps 
in poorest condition with an 
angle iron, but the next days, 
skaters 1-ipped it off. The 
skate park committee urges 
users to respect these tem
poraiy bai1·iers or Parks and 
Rec will be forced to close 
the park again. 

on October 13, 1970 and 
se1ved 34 years in the U.S. 
Almy and Almy National 
Guard until his retirement in 
April, 2012. He commanded 
the 215th Anny Band for 24 
yeai·s, holding command lon
ger than any other officer in 
the Massachusetts National 
Guard. He returned from a 
yeaifong deployment to Af
ghanistan in 2012 ai1d retired 
sho1tly after. 

Shai-ing a mem01y of se1v
ing with Girard, 1st Sgt. Jef
frey Hyde, 215thAimy Band 
said, "There ai·e so many, but 
one that sticks out in my mind 
was when the 215th Almy 
Band traveled to the Nether
lands in May of 1995 to help 
commemorate the 50th All
niversary of the end of World 
Wai·II. 

World Wai· II and liberated 
the Netherlands no matter 
where you are, or what you 
are doing always remember 
that when you put on the 
unifonn of the United States 
Almy you represent the men 
and women that fought and 
died before you.' I have heai·d 
that said many tunes before, 

Monday, 7/8 
7:42 am. Resident 
complained of ongoing 
problem with neighbor's 
dog defecating on lawn. 
Owner spoken to. 
8:11 a.m. Vandalism 
repotted on Ttuners 
Falls Road. Vehicle was 
covered with mustard 
and bologna last night. 
At time of repott, caller 
had removed the bologna, 
but mustard was still on 
the car. Last week same 
vehicle was egged. Report 
taken. 
10:11 a.m. Assault and 
battety in Millers Falls. 
Repott taken. 
11:00 a.m. Woman bitten 
in face by pit bull on 
Hillside Road on Ftiday 
came into station to file 
repott. Incident refeITed 
to Board of Health. 
5:25 pm. Repott of a 
man abusing a dog that he 
was walking on Prospect 
Street. Unable to locate. 
Tuesday, 7 /9 
10:06 a.m. Herd of sheep 
repotted loose in roadway 
on Route 63. Unable to 
locate sheep or owner. 
12:50 pm. First of five 
separate repotts of a phone 
scam where the caller 
demands ransom money 
in return for a loved one 
who was in an accident. 
Wednesday, 7 /10 
1 :09 a m. Repott of loud 
banging and clanging 

coming from train in 
Millers Falls. Raihoad 
notified. 
6:31 am. Repott of 
vehicle break-in attempt 
at Unity Park. Glass was 
broken in tmck. Repott 
taken. 
1 :51 pm. Shoplifting at F. 
L. Robetts. 
3:59 pm. Shoplifting at 
Family Dollar. 
6:12 pm. Possible 
drug deal repotted on 
Second Street. Under 
investigation. 
10:05 pm. Repott of 
male in his undetwear 
using a laptop inside 
vehicle outside of the 
Carnegie Libraty. Officer 
found male clothed from 
waist down Geans); had 
removed his shitt because 
he had gotten hot. 
Thursday, 7 /11 
1 :45 a m. Following a 
vandalism spree that 
affected at least two 

were 
aITested and charged with 
vandalism, damage or 
defacement of propetty, 
and attempt to commit 
crime with a burglatious 
instmment. 

1111 
was all'ested on the same 
charges plus two straight 
waITants. 
6:58 a m. A Ttuners Falls 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Ninja Advised to Keep Sword Low 
resident called to complain 
about two women who 
walk by her house evety 
morning and wake her up 
with their talking. 
7:15 am. Two women 
reported being followed 
by a female mot01ist 
who told them that their 
talking wakes her up in 
the morning. 
1 :25 p m. Two repotts of 
a domestic distmbance 
on Fotuth Street. Services 
rendered. 
2:00 p.m. A gutted deer 
was repotted hanging 
from a tree in Millers Falls. 
Refell'ed to environmental 
officers. 
3: 11 p.m. Bike repotted 
stolen on Avenue A. 
Located nearby a shott 
time later. 
9:07 pm. Hit-and-nm 
accident with propetty 
damage at Thomas 
Memotial Cotmt1y Club. 
Suspect was allegedly 
inebriated. Citation 
issued. 
10:19 p.m. Trespassing 
reported on Federal Street 

Millers Falls. 

was all'ested 
straight wall'ant. 
Friday, 7 /12 
10 :21 a m. Assisted Dept. 
of Agriculttll'e in locating 
the owner of a field. 
11 :00 am: Complaint 
regarding diesel odor from 
trains in Millers Falls. 

1:53 pm. Report of 
attempted breaking and 
enteting at a Central Street 
residence the previous 
night. Damage to door 
frame/ casing. 
3:59 p.m. 

■ I 
all'ested on three default 
wall'ants. 
10:11 p.m. Bear stmck by 
motor vehicle on Federal 
Street m Montague 
Center. 
11 :07 p.m. Burglaty/ 
breaking and enteting 
on Tmners Falls Road. 
Repott taken. 
Saturday, 7/13 
1:43 

a straight wall'ant and 
charges of speeding and 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a suspended license. 
6:33 p.m. Items repotted 
stolen from a backpack 
that patty had been asked 
to leave at the counter at 
Between the Uprights bar 
on Avenue A. 
8:32 pm. Report of 
vandalism to front door of 
Powettown Aprutments. 
8:52 pm. Patty returned 
from vacation to find 
Warner Street residence 
broken into and 
burglruized. Repott taken. 
11 :47p m.Loudexplosion 
repotted near G Street. 
Unable to locate. 

Sunday, 7/14 
1 :29 a m. Blll'glaty/ 
breaking and entering 
repotted at an aprutment 
on Fotuth Street. Several 
items missing. 
1 :33 a.m. Multiple 
accounts of gunshots 
heru·d near Newton Lane. 
Unable to locate. 
4:22 a.m. Repott of 
suspicious white female 
knocking on window on H 
Street. Unable to locate. 
5:05 pm. A Turners Falls 
man was all'ested and 
chru·ged with a restraining 
order violation. 
5:45 pm. Possibly 
sick raccoon repotted 
at Tlll'npike Road and 
Montague City Road. 
10:27 p.m. Turners Falls 
man all'ested on probable 
cause for violating a 
restraining order. 
Monday, 7/15 
10:39 a.m. Repott of noise 
and diesel fumes from an 
idling train near Prospect 
Street in Millers Falls. 
Railroad notified. 
6:56 pm. Complaint of 
ongoing violations of 
pooper scooper regulation 
in Millers Falls. Refell'ed 
to an officer. 
9:23 p.m. Reportofpickup 
tmck driving on bike path 
behind Cabot. Unable to 
locate. 
10:27 pm. Single-car 
collision with telephone 
pole at North Leverett 

and Gunn Road. Vehicle 
operator and 7-yeru·-old 
passenger transpotted to 
Franklin Medical Center. 
11 :05 p.m. Repott of three 
white males, one of whom 
was guiding another with 
a mask on, walking along 
the road by the aitpott. 
Officer spoke with patties, 
one of whom had a ninja 
sword. Advised them to 
keep sword low and move 
along. 
Wednesday, 7/17 
3:20 p.m. Single-vehicle 
collision with telephone 
pole at Lake Pleasant and 
Swamp Roads. 
5: 13 p.m. Threatening/ 
hru·assment repotted on 
F omih Street. 
6: 11 p.m. Breaking 
and entering repotted 
on Fomth Street. Items 
strewn about, but none 
seem to have been taken. 
9:40 pm. Repotts of a 
fight in the parking lot 
of Ctunberland Farms. 
Investigated. 
11: 15 pm. Repott of 
susptctous activity at 
Unity Pruk Officers 
found residents roasting 
marshmallows on a 
hibachi. No problems. 
Thursday, 7 /18 
2:20 pm. Multiple repotts 
of smoke coming from 
roof of Shea Theater. 
Police, TFFD, and DPW 
responded. A rooftop AIC 
unit had caught fire. 

continued next page 

5 :26 p m. StmctlU'e fire 
damaged a residence on 
MillersFallsRoad. Turners 
Falls and Greenfield Fire 
Depattments responded. 
9:45 p.m. Caller repotted 
that a passing vehicle 
threw an explosive device 
which detonated tmder 
his pru·ked vehicle in Lake 
Pleasant. Investigated; 
appears to have been a 
large firework. 
Saturday, 7 /20 
1 :07 a.m. Complaint 
regru·ding unknown 
patties tinging doorbell 
and knocking on window 
on H Street. Determined to 
be several youths playing 
"ding dong ditch," a game 
that involves ringing a 
doorbell then mnning off. 
Services rendered. 
11:47 a.m. Woman who 
entered river by the Gill
Montague Btidge to t1y 
to rescue her dog was 
repotted to be in distress by 
a friend. TFFD responded 
and, along with officers, 
rescued swmuner. Dog 
made his way back. 
10:07 pm. Officers 
investigated a repott of 
threatening/harassment 
on Avenue A. 
Sunday, 7/21 
4:45 pm. Small bmsh fire 
repotted at Sptingdale 
Cemetety on Turners Falls 
Road. TFFD advised. 
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PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl'1" ~ 

25Mm.,,F.a,Ro: 1z \I' 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzlnc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

eREATIVE HAIRellfflNG 
PERM• a. eOLORt 

/lfe1t,, Wo1ne11 8, ~1,1111,-e11 

1-•~--~----~~Cll~"-tt_i 
Gift eetfifieates Available 

86~-2022 
Marie l!astlne 74 PROSP~CT ST. 
Richard DIGeorge (Thursdays) TIIRN~lt.C FALU 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easv in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

l'outractors, l·lea Marketers, J'radeshow Venoors 
and A,iists cnc(lurag,.,d to inquire 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOP/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASE.S 

POWE~ WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 
240 G~E;£1fF!ELO ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE&: FAx· 413-367-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

People often come lo see us 
becouse their parent$ 
ond their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot lcind of loyalty, 
and we work hard lo lejlp 1t. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 

Toe perfect remembrance· 

MAIN OFFICE nl-9552 
10 Mill Street. GreenAeld, MA 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30 AM-3 :00 PM Doily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@ TF Bridge 
863-9991 
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but never until then had it been so 
meaningful." 

The award citation, signed by 
Maj. Gen L. Scott Rice, The Adju
tant General Massachusetts Nation
al Guard, noted that Girard's techni
cal expertise, infectious enthusiasm 
and spirited attitude propelled him 
to be the bandmaster. The citation 
went on to say: Chief Wairant Of
ficer 4 Girard was the first "Com
mander/Bandmaster" to se1ve an 
unprecedented twenty-four years in 
the 215th Almy Band. 

He deployed to Afghanistan as 
the Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
Officer for the 26th "Yankee" Infan
ny Brigade, se1ving approximately 
10,000 se1vice members, Coalition 
Forces and conn·actors. As a senior 
wairant officer in Massachusetts, 
he was chosen for this highly vis
ible and diplomatic position, where 
he fulfilled the mission and sur
passed all expectations. His ser
vice to the Commonwealth of Mas
sachusetts and the United States 
Almy was dignified, honorable and 
admirable. Without a doubt, his re
tirement is a loss heard around the 
world." 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

James' father, Don Girard, is a 
familiar figure in the valley where 
he has been a virtuoso musician for 
more than a half-centu1y. Girard, 
himself, did not serve in the mili
taiy. He recalled that he had gone 
down in the early 1940s to Westo
ver, at the urging of Alt Gilmore, 
to audition for the Almy Air Force 
band. He won the audition but 

Girard'sfathe,; Don, plays taps on Memorial Day in Turners Falls. 

when he went to enlist, he was pro
nounced 4F due to a pe1forated ear 
dmm. He did, however, eventually 
get to conduct his son's band. 

At an Almy band conceit in Pes
keomskut Park, James stepped aside 
to allow his dad to conduct the last 

number. "It was thrilling," recalled 
Girard. 

Much of the infonnation in this 
article was taken from The Massa
chusetts National Guard Public Af
fairs Office. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Dog Issues and Energy Concerns 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Outside temperatures 
were still high at 7 p m. 
on July 17 when the 
Wendell selectboard met. 
Inside, the town office 
building was a bit cool
er. Bluebeiries, recently 
picked in New Salem, 
were on the selectboard 
table. The agenda was 
sho1t, the meeting lasted 
less than an hour, and the 
sky was still light when 
board members left the 
building. 

Town coordinator 
Nancy Aldrich began by 
passing to board mem
bers for their signatures 
an appointment slip for 
Ray DiDonato, who vol
unteered to be on the 
open space committee. 
Selectboard chair Chris
tine Heard said his ap
poinnnent brings the 
open space committee up 
to four out of the autho
rized five members. 

The town only got two 
bids for heating oil and 
furnace se1vice, and board 
members unanimously 
approved the lower bid, 
$3.25 per gallon and $50 
per hour for se1vice, from 
Orange Oil. Selectboard 

member Dan Keller said 
that one furnace in the 
town hall is not working 
in spite of three visits last 
heating season from Or
ange Oil and he said the 
town should find some
one who can diagnose 
and repair that furnace 
before it is needed. 

Aldrich said that Wen
dell's dog officer, Maggie 
Houghton, is not comf01t
able housing illegal dogs 
at her home as she has 
done in the past. Keller 
said that the highway de
paitment agreed that they 
could house a dog in an 
emergency, but they do 
not really have the space 
or the needed facilities 
and they do not want that 
added responsibility. 

He recommended join
ing the sheriff nm county 
kennel service, which 
would cost $600 to $700 
a year but would also in
clude the se1vice of a sec
ond dog officer supplied 
by the county. Money for 
joining the sheriff's ken
nel was not appropriated 
at the annual town meet
ing, but Keller said that 
amount could be n·ans
feired from the rese1ve 
fund after consulting with 

the finance committee. 
Town clerk Gretchen 

Smith says there are still 
40 unlicensed dogs in 
town. One owner does 
not want to give his dog 
a rabies vaccination, and 
without a ce1tificate of 
vaccination cannot get a 
license. 

Orange ai1d Athol rou
tinely bring owners of 
unlicensed dogs to comt. 
Usually the owner gets 
the license before the 
comt date, and the case is 
dropped. Wendell select
board members did not 
like the idea of bringing 
the matter to court, but 
did not think of another 
approach. 

Keller said that the 
owner of the senior cen
ter's gas tanks will dis
collllect and move them 
Wednesday July 24, to al
low the highway depait
ment to alter the slope 
behind the senior center, 
so that surface water will 
flow away from the build
ing instead of towards the 
building as it does now. 

Selectboard member 
Jeoffrey Pooser said a 
resident called because 
he had a set of home solar 
panels built and installed, 

but he could not get a re
sponse from the county 
elecn·ical inspector and 
have the electricity sent 
to his house or to the grid 
for net metering credits. 
He found it fmsn·ating to 
have eve1ything in place 
and still not get any bene
fit from it. Heard told him 
that the backup electI'ical 
inspector was Jay Black
bird. 

Heard said that the 
building inspector is again 
holding regulai· hours at 
the town office building, 
Wednesday evenings, and 
Saturday mornings, with 
hours posted outside the 
office building. 

She also said that the 
recent contested election 
made her sta1t to think 
what her goals were as 
a member of the select
board beyond keeping the 
town mllllillg well. 

One thing she would 
do is follow the thoughts 
of former road boss Dan 
Bacigalupo and extend 
the walk that winds along 
the west side of the com
mons, 1101th to Stone Road 
and south to the junction 
of Locke Hill and Lockes 
Village Road. 

Dear Clio 

I need help. My husband of 10 
years just isn't into me any longer. 
He seems totally bored with me 
and spends all his time out with his 
friends ( or at least that's what he 
says). He's also a workaholic so he 
makes good money but he's stingy 
with the "allowance" he gives me. I 
still love him. I find him attractive. 

I've tried to get him interested 
in me again by doing special things 
for him, making dates with him, 
hying to find things to do together. 
But nothing seems to work. When I 
ask him if he wants to leave, he says 
no and tells me he's not unhappy. 
How can he not be unhappy? I'm 
miserable fmsn·ated and angiy 
and don't know what to do. P.S. 
We don't have kids since he never 
wanted them. 

- Miserable, Frnstrated, 
and Angry 

Dear MFA, 

My Amit and Uncle were man'ied 
for over 60 years. They shared a bed 
all that time, but they barely spent a 
waking hour together each day. He 
was always at work, and she invested 
herself in family and friends. I have 
a fi'iend my age who is in a similar 
situation. She has decided to stay 
with her husband, even though 
they have little in common and the 
spark is gone, because he is a good 
provider and father. 

She says that she gets the 
collllection and intimacy she needs 
from her friends. I think there are 
a lot of people whose parmers are 
more like roommates. The key to 
making that airangement work is 
to have a fulfilling life outside the 
mairiage-friends, career, etc. 

It som1ds like you want more 
from your husband than a good 
roommate, though, and personally, 
I think that you dese1ve more. You 
have already made several attempts 
to bring the fun and intimacy back 
to your mairiage. You have also 
n·ied to communicate with your 
husband about the situation. If he 
will not acknowledge that there is a 
problem, I think you need to make 
it cleai· that, from your perspective, 
there is. You can't go through life 
being miserable, frusn·ated, and 
angiy. It's not good for your health, 
and besides, it's not much fun. 

You will probably need to push 
your husband on this until he is 
forced to address the issue. He needs 
to commit to investing his time and 
attention in the relationship. There 
is the 11sk, of course, that he will 
not be willing to do this, which is 
probably why you have not already 
confronted him. So I think this could 
be scary. It would be for me. 

You had better brace yourself for 

11 

some pain in the sho1t 11lll. This is 
probably one of those situations 
where it's going to hurt more before 
it gets better. It's like having a fish 
hook stuck in your foot. Pulling it 
out is going to hmt a lot, but that's 
not a reason to walk arom1d with a 
barbed piece of metal m1der your 
skin. 

You have already been living 
with this pain and fmsn·ation for a 
while. You are probably somewhat 
nmnb to it at this point, so you don't 
have to confront your husband today 
or tomoirow. Gather your strength. 
If you can enlist a fdend or sister to 
suppo1t you before and after, even 
better. When you feel like you might 
be ready, tell your husband that you 
are unhappy, that something needs 
to change, and that you need him to 
commit to making the effo1t. 

I have seen couples weather all 
kinds of challenges, like infidelity, 
addiction, mental illness. I think 
that two people can overcome 
almost anything, if both pa1tners are 
working hai·d. On the other hand, 
there is no way that one paitner can 
fix the relationship by herself. If you 
press your husband, I believe it will 
be clear to you whether he is willing 
to do the work. 

Assuming he is, you could suggest 
going to couples com1seling. I also 
recommend The Seven Principles 
for Making Man'iage Work by John 
Gottman. This book has exercises 
that you can do as a couple. If neither 
of these options is your style, you 
could just commit to going on a date 
once a week and to finding ways to 
have fun together. 

MFA, don't be afraid to pressure 
your husband into addressing this 
issue. You are worthy of love and 
appreciation. I know that you ai·e 
strong enough to ask for it, even if 
you do not feel that way right now. 
May your husband recognize how 
lucky he is to have a caring partner 
with such sn·ength of commitment, 
and may you find your way together. 
Good luck! 

Yours, Clio 

Contact Clio confidentially at: 
editor @montaguereporter.org 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 

please email: poetry 

@montaguereporter.org for 

consideration in the monthly 

Poetry Page. Include 25-word 

bio. 

Poems may also be posted to 

Montague Reporter, 

58 4th Street, 

Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experf.ence 

necessary; at least as a poet. 
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Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith • Owner 

i)RECISION 
_L~/ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 
Ph: (413) 863•'2785 39 Center Road 

Gill.MA 01354 Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS , 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

L~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Jonathan Abbott 
55I I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In /-Jome Appoi11t111ents 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOl\tl AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

IV!IIW.II/CC/1Ttl1y{1111er·,1/h111116.l'1IIII 

Smee 1895 

On the Common 
Gree,ifie(,I, Nla~s11clmsetts 

Turners Falls, Massac/wsew 

( 413) 77 4-4808 
john C. Davis 

Director 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Elementary Reconfiguration Vote Delayed Millennium 
Comms 
Group 

Awarded 
Fiberoptic 
Contract 

By DAVID DETMOLD -

Town votes planned for this 
fall on fo1ming a new preK - 6 el
ementaiy school region in Leverett, 
Pelham and Amherst have been 
delayed until spring of 2014. That 
was the decision of the regional 
school district planning board after 
a marathon meeting on July 18, dur
ing which unresolved financial and 
governance issues smrnunding the 
proposed new region led a major
ity of board members to vote for the 
six-month delay. The new timing 
of town votes, now planned to co
incide with annual town meetings, 
would "definitely delay the sta1t of 
the new region until 2015," accord
ing to selectboard member and re
gional planning board delegate Julie 
Shively, who went over the reasons 
behind the delay to her colleagues 
on the selectboard on Tuesday, July 
23. 

pays the most. We're tiying to make 
it more equitable, at least at the 
outset," she added, implying that 
Leverett's delegates to the planning 
board would be willing to give up 
some financial gains for their town 
in order to persuade voters in the 
other towns to go along with the 
plan for a new region. 

Shively said Amherst may also 
balk at a proposal to allow voters 
in all three towns to vote for school 
committee members for the new 
district at large, with a residency 
requirement ensuring a governance 
stmcture whereby the smaller towns 
- Pelham and Leverett - would 
each have two representatives. This 
would deny the larger town of Am
herst, which would have five school 
committee members, the possibility 

sible for the dissolution of the dis
ti-ict. If I am given the job, I would 
do everything I could to promote 
it." 

The selectboard in Leverett has 
been openly critical of Union 28, 
citing high central office costs and 
the involvement of former super
intendent Joan Wickman in hiring 
decisions and other administrative 
prerogatives that seem to make a 
mocke1y of the concept of small 
town conti·ol of their own elemen
taiy schools. 

However, it was not so many 
years ago that members of the 
Leverett school committee leveled 
almost the exact same charges at 
the dominance and intolerance of 
Amherst committee members at the 
regional school level. 

with any documenta1y records from 
that time related to his stop work or
der at the gravel pit. Robe1ts hoped 
to have that documentation in hand 
before the ZBA meets again on a 
possible settlement to his lawsuit 
on Monday, July 29 - but McGinn
nis told the board that Hawkins is 
on vacation this week, making it 
doubtful she would be able to con
tact him in time to search for any 
such records. 

Robe1ts said it appeared his 
plans to expand gravel mining on 
Route 63 "is probably going to end 
up in comt," and therefore he needs 
access to any paper ti·ail on the issue 
that might exist. "I've spent a lot of 
money," added Robe1ts, "and this 
should come out." 

An Aquife1; a Tipping Grade1; 
and a Falling Barn 

The board agreed to notify resi
dents living on land within Sunder
land's aquifer protection zone that 
their homes are within that zone. In 
response to a letter from the town of 
Sunderland, Brazeau noted, "They 
don't want us to put a landfill or a 
junkyard in that aquifer." No men
tion of a gravel pit. 

By DAN WILLIAMS 

LEVERETT - On June 20, 
2013, the Leverett Broadband 
Committee recommended to the 
SelectBoard that Millenium Com
munications Group be awarded 
the contract to build and maintain 
a fiber optic network as specified 
in the second Invitation For Bids 
(IFB) issued by the town on May 
15, 2013. 

The Selectboard approved the 
recommendation unanimously. 
The Town received 8 IFB responses 
by the June 6 deadline. The Com
mittee proceeded to review the 
bids as it did for the first IFB in ac
cordance with Massachusetts law: 
MGL c.30, s.39M, as amended. 

The Committee staited with the 
lowest bid and reviewed it in accor
dance with the statute. After careful 
review by all committee members, 
the lowest bidder, Millenimn, was 
invited to Leverett on June 13 to 
answer a series of questions asking 
to clarify some aspects of their bid 
package. 

Shively said she welcomed the 
delay, because the planning board 
would be able to use the extra time 
to develop a more comprehensive 
analysis of how the new region 
would affect town finances, and to 
compare the benefit of fo1ming a 
three-town elementa1y region with 
the possibility of forming a three
or four-town pre-K - 12 region, to 
possibly include Shutesbmy along 
with Leverett, Pelham and Amherst. 
Shively said a unified pre-K-12 re
gion of those four towns would be 
her prefel1'ed outcome, and would 
allow for greater cmriculum align
ment, streamlining of administra
tive functions, and financial benefit 
to member towns. 

Collapsed barn on Dudleyville Road 

Two residents, one on Hemenway 
Road, one on Cave Hill, called the 
selectboard last week to complain 
about overly aggressive roadside 
mowing, that had taken down lilac 
bushes and, on Cave Hill Road, a 
mailbox. Highway supe1-intendent 
Will Stratford has been on vacation, 
but his wife, Lisa, attending the 
meeting in her role as town clerk, 
noted that on his retmn he had more 
troubles to deal with. 

Afte1wards, the committee de
liberated and determined that Mil
lenium did meet all requirements 
of the Invitation for Bid and is 
qualified and capable to perfo1m 
the work. The Committee thus 
dete1mined that Millenium sub
mitted the lowest bid that met the 
requirements for a responsible and 
eligible bidder. The bid amount is 
$2,275,731. 

The choice to push for a three 
town, preK - 6 district, according 
to Shively, was something of a half
way measure, adopted out of neces
sity when Shutesbmy's delegates to 
the regional planning board failed 
to approve the plan for a unified 
pre-K - 12 region in March of this 
year. Shutesbmy is pa1t of the Am
herst-Pelham region for middle and 
high school students, along with 
Leverett, Pelham and Amherst. Ac
cording to the regional agreement 
all four towns must approve amend
ments to change that agreement. 

Shively called the need for a 
four-town consensus on changes 
to the regional agreement "reverse 
fascism," whereby one town could 
ovenule changes to the governing 
regional school agreement sought 
by the other three. 

Governance issues appear to be 
among the stickiest of the wickets 
yet to be crossed if a new an-ange
ment is to be aITived at by at least 
three of the four members of the 
Amherst-Pelham region. Shively 
said not all members of the Amherst 
delegation are comfo1table with the 
idea of how the finances and deci
sion making are likely to be divided 
among the three towns actively 
considering fo1ming a pre-K - 6 el
ementaiy region. 

Under one scenario, Shively said, 
"Leverett makes out best," finan
cially, saving about $500,000 under 
the proposed region, and "Amherst 

of enjoying a supem1ajority on de
cision making for the new region. 

If school committee members 
were elected based solely on the 
population of the three towns, 
Shively said, Amherst would wind 
up with 80% of the committee 
members. 

"I'd say there is no chance that 
Leverett would vote for that," 
Shively said. 

Leverett and Shutesbmy consid
ered joining with Pelham and Am
herst in a unified pre-K - 12 region 
back in the early 90s, Shively re
called. Back then, even though Am
herst, Pelham and Leverett town 
meetings approved the proposed 
regional agreement, Shutesbmy tor
pedoed the plan. 

Shively said Shutesbmy "re
ceives the most in state aid and 
pays their teachers the least," of the 
four towns, and so, she said, it does 
not surprise her that Shutesbmy has 
again remained aloof to regional
ization plans, which would require 
a leveling of staff salaries and a dif
ferent formulation for state aid. 

For now, Leverett and Shutes
bmy remained tied to the towns of 
Eiving, Wendell and New Salem for 
the governance of their elementa1y 
schools in Union 28, which has just 
hired fo1mer Shutesbmy principal 
Bob Mahler as an interim super
intendent for one year. Mahler has 
vowed to be a strong advocate for 
Union 28, and said in May, "I'm not 
interested in being the man respon-

Gravel Pit Issues Continue 
In other news, Richie Robe1ts, 

owner of a gravel mining and land
scaping business on Route 63, an
grily accused the selectboard of 
interference in the operation of his 
business three years ago, saying he 
had heard that the board at that time 
had "ordered" the Franklin County 
cooperative building inspector, Jim 
Hawkins, to shut down his busi
ness. 

Robe1ts, who has sued the town 
zoning board of appeals for their 
subsequent denial to allow an ex
pansion of his gravel pit onto ad
joining acreage owned by Robe1ta 
B1yant, demanded access to any 
documents that might pertain to that 
decision. 

Board chair Rich Brazeau said 
the board had merely directed 
Hawkins to examine the relevant 
pe1mits for Robe1ts' business, and 
that Hawkins acted on his own 
to issue a stop work order against 
Robe1ts at that time. Brazeau said 
Richard Godsey, a ZBA member, 
and Robert Schmidt, an abutter to 
the gravel pit, had brought it to the 
selectboard's attention that Robe1ts 
might have expanded his operation 
onto B1yant's land, even though 
much of B1yant's acreage was then 
held under Chapter 61 tax protec
tion as recreational open land. 

The selectboard directed town 
administi·ator Margie McGinnis to 
contact Hawkins to provide Robe1ts 

The town grader had been parked 
on Church Hill Road, and four inch
es of rain Monday night eroded the 
parking lot to the point where the 
grader nearly tipped over, and it 
took much of the morning on Tues
day to right the machine. 

Speaking of dangerously lop
sided objects in that neighborhood, 
a smvey committee including strnc
tural engineer Bob Leet, Matt Kel
ty, and fire chief John Momzzi have 
determined that a barn and shed 
owned by Steve Blinn on the banks 
of the Sawmill River at 1 Dud
leyville Road are a danger to public 
health and should be removed im
mediately. 

The board will ask Hawkins to 
have a letter to that effect hand de
livered to Blinn, with a deadline for 
demolition. If the strnctures are not 
taken down in a timely fashion, the 
board will seek an appropriation at 
fall town meeting to have the town 
take the buildings down, and will 
seek to have a lien attached to the 
prope1ty to cover that cost. 

"Does it fall within our historic 
building [ demolition] bylaw?" 
wondered Brazeau. 

''Not if they're a danger to public 
safety," said Shively. 

The board will meet in joint ses
sion with the finance committee 
and the school committee on Tues
day, July 30, at 7 pm. to discuss the 
2014 budget cycle. 

As Leverett makes progress with 
its last-mile project, the Massachu
setts Broadband Institute (www. 
massbroadband.com) continues to 
do the same with the middle-mile. 
This is the connection underse1ved 
towns like Leverett will rely on to 
connect their local network to the 
internet. The fiber we've seen go
ing up on Leverett utility poles in 
the past 6 months was installed by 
MBI. 

We will connect our own local 
network to the MBI fiber when 
constmction in Leverett is com
plete at the end of 2014. It's an im
po1tant piece that must be in place 
when the Leverett network is ready 
and we're happy to see that MBI is 
keeping to its schedule. 

The award of the constmction 
contract marks a significant mile
stone in the Leverett Broadband 
project. Preparato1y activity to 
constmction is expected to start 
immediately, with completion and 
activation of the fiber network by 
the end of 2014. 

Dan Williams is a member of the 
Leverett Broadband Committee. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
I S2 Avenue /I 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
411-S63-9413 

professionally managed by: 

HalIKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

~ 
CHEVRIJLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Salos Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

•tJl41 PICJ(LES I 
Naturall~ Fermented &Raw 

We're a co-op! 
Read all about il at: 

www.realpickles.com 

(413)774,2600 Greenfield, MA 

up•10-1he-minu1e-1echnology 
old-fashioned personal service 

17 YIAIU' OF M.A.Kl.NC COPIEf 
/.MD fTUJ. THE ORIGDIAJ.! 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREEN Fl ELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP. COM 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mtchael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLAN & DOtAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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Jeremy Lyons, folk roots blues. 
8 p.m. 

13 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
4:30 p.m. Daniel hales and the 
frost heaves; 5:30 p.m. Tawdry; 
7:30 p.m. Chris Scanlon; 8:30 
p.m. Lesser Animals; 9:30 p.m. 
Community Smokes. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Equalites, reggae fantastico!, 
9:30 to 11 :30 p.m. Friday-Saturday July 26-27, 7:30 p.m. 

ONGOING: 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 
Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope, environmental 
program for ages 3-6 and their 
adults. 10:30 to 11 :30 a.m., free. 
The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Poker 
tournament, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music, activ
ities and snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 
a.m. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Friday Night 
Karaoke. Free. 
Avenue A & 2nd St., Turners 
Falls: Farmers Market. 2 - 6 p.m. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson. Children 
and their caregivers are invited. 
10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, 
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers 
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 
ART SHOWS: 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Dis
tant Objects, featuring mixed-me
dia constructions by artist Barba
ra Milot. July 5 through July 28. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, JULY 25 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Open Mic Night with host Pamela 
Means. 7 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ben 
Grosscup, activist singer-song
writer. 8 p.m., free. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Blue 
Pearl, blues/jazz. 8 to 10 p.m., 
free. 
FRIDAY, JULY 26 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: The Marx Bros.' 
Duck Soup (1933). B&W, 70 
min. NR. Music before the show: 
Small Change, acoustic swing, 7 
p.m. Film at 7:30. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Lonesome Brothers, hick 
rock, 8 p.m. 
Montague Bookmill: Two Tree, 
electric folk, and Sandy Bailey, 
singer-songwriter. 8 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Atomic Scissors, '60s and '70s 
classic rock. 9 to 11 :30 p.m., 
free. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Scott 
Kusmeskus, solo rock/folk origi
nals & covers. 9:30 p.m., free. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Reprobates, blues rock 'n' 
roll. 9:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, JULY 27 
Turners Falls: Upper Valley Mu
sic Festival! 
Main Stage, Shea Theater: 12 
p.m. June and the Bee; 1 p.m. 
Ray Mason; 2 p.m. Gaslight 
nnkers; 3 p.m. Here Come The 
Foxes; 5 p.m. Carrie Ferguson; 
6 p.m. Eugene Friesen; 7 p.m. 
John Sheldon; 8 p.m. Zamia; 9 
p.m. Sun Parade; 10 p.m. Lux
Deluxe; 11 p.m. Rhythm Inc. 
Bar Stage, The Rendezvous: 1 :40 
p.m. Paint; 2:40 p.m. Holly May; 
3:40 p.m. Span of Sunshine; 4:40 
and 5:40 p.m. Irish Session; 7:40 
p.m. The Snaz; 8:40 p.m. Sandy 
Bailey; 9:40 p.m. Alex J. Cohen 
Project; 10:40 p.m. Una Jensen. 
Acoustic Stage, Great Hall, Great 
Falls Discovery Center: 12:20 
p.m. Katie Sachs; 1 :20 p.m. The 
Bones; 2:20 p.m. Brad Hurley 
and Claire Boucher; 3:20 p.m. 
Celtic Heels Irish Dancers; 4:20 
p.m. Love Sprockets; 6:20 p.m. 
Lisa Null and Charlie Baum; 7:20 
p.m. Bill Shute; 8:20 p.m. Drift
wood Fire; 9:20 p.m. Blackstone 
Cuil. 
Club Stage, Between The Up
rights (21 +): 2:30 p.m. Wishbone 
Zoe;3:30p.m. WildcatO'Halloran; 

Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: The Marx Bros.' 
Duck Soup (1933). B&W, 70 min. 
NR. Music before the show: Dan
iel hales & the frost heaves, 7 
p.m. Film at 7:30. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Hanging Hills, folk rock, with spe
cial guest Claire Orion, pop rock. 
8 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Alex 
Snydman Trio, jazz. 8 p.m., $ 
Montague Bookmill: J. Mascis, 
Dredd Foote, and Passerine. New 
local talent. Rescheduled from a 
few months back. 8 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Wildcat O'Halloran Band, gui
tar-based blues. 9 to 11 :30 p.m., 
free. 
SUNDAY, JULY 28 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Howlin' Brothers, americana, 
with special guest Clarence 
Bucaro. 2:30 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m., free. 
MONDAY, JULY 29 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: All 
Small Caps, a night of spoken 
word. Doors open at 7 p.m., open 
mic at 7:30, featured readers to 
follow. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada 
Dino's Open Mike. Sign up at 
7:30 p.m., show at 8 p.m. Free. 
TUESDAY, JULY 30 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock, with 
special guest Steve Subrizi, sing
er/songwriter/poet. 7:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 
Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
The Metropolitan Opera Live in 
HD. Rossini's II Barbiere di Sivi
g/ia. 6:30 p.m., $ 
Flywheel Arts, Easthampton: 
Chain & the Gang, which is Ian 
Svenonius's current band, with 
Anthro Rex, Sharkee Katz, and 
the Young Enthusiasts. 8 p.m., 
all ages / substance free. 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Paint, indie soul. 8 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ben's 
Miner Movie Night: movie TBA. 9 
p.m., free. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Brook Batteau, alt rock dance 
pop, with special guests the Barn 
Fresh Collective. 8 p.m. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Roosters, classic rock dance mu
sic by Bruce Scofield. 8 to 10:30 
p.m. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2 
Montague Bookmill: Bunwinkies, 
meticulously drifting jams; Quilt, 
idea-heavy hippie indie stuff; Soft 
Healer, fantastic psych in from 
Austin, TX; and Keiran Lally, of 
Horse Spirit Penetrates fame, 
doing a solo set. Phew! Show up 
early to claim a couch. 8 p.m. 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Hap
pier Valley Comedy Show with 
the Ha-Ha's and Bear Eats Cow. 
lmprov. 8 p.m., $ 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
The Equalites, reggae roots rock. 
8 p.m. 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock. 7:30 
p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Tina & Her Pony, indie folk. 8 
p.m. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Brook Batteau, indie rock dance 
pop, with special guest Jill Con
nolly, blues rock jazz pop. 8 p.m. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Surly Temple, with Jim Henry, 
Guy DeVito, Doug Plavin & of 
course, Tommy Boynton. 8 to 10 
p.m. 
Flywheel Arts, Easthampton: The 
Evens, who are Ian McKaye and 
Amy Farina, basically the most 
famous people in Washington 
DC. 8 p.m., all ages / substance 
free. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Miyazaki's My 
Neighbor Totoro. Color, 86 min. 
G. Music before the show: Ken 
Swiatek, folk, 7 p.m. Film at 
7:30. 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Art opening and concert: Patti 
Rothberg, indie pop rock. 8 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Ja
net Ryan & Straight Up, blues. 8 
p.m. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Barrett 
Anderson, renegade blues, 9 to 
11:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 
Downtown Turners Falls: Block 
Party. 2 to 10 p.m. 
Nina's Nook, Avenue A, Turners 
Falls: Reception for WTF?? The 
Art of Bruce Kahn. 2 to 6 p.m. 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Miyazaki's My 
Neighbor Totoro. Color, 86 min. 
G. Music before the show: Dick 
Moulding, rompin' rags, 7 p.m. 
Film at 7:30. 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Joe Young, indie folk singer/ 
songwriter, with special guest 
Christie Leigh, country pop folk. 
7:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 
Mocha Maya's Shelburne Falls: 
Cal Folger Day, country folk pop 
punk. 2:30 p.m. 
Flywheel Arts, Easthampton: Re
mote Desire, Sucked Dry, Snot 
Rocket, and Secret Parts. Punk. 
7 p.m, all ages/substance free. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Steve 
Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpat
rick, warped americana. 

DUCK SOUP 
The Marx Bros. Classic 

1933, NR, B&W, 70 min. 

Music at 7 p m. Fri., Small Change; 
Sat., Daniel Hales & the frost heaves 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t1J_..j\ I~, I 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 
Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Check out our 

Summer Workshop Series! 

For information: 

www.brickhousecornmunity.org 
(413) 863-9576 

TI-IURS. ''Hi?S 8pm 
Benliro~p 

lne'lmat ,s;lni~on_r.-rl1wP 

Fill. 7/26 9:30 pm FRSE 
Scv r, l(us~fws 
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SAT, l/21 llL DAVI 
All DVU TO~NI S 15 

Upperwotleymus;r:fest. «1m 

SUM. 1IZ6 9pm FREE 
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Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 

&,am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR!, SRES, CBR Ofi10e! 1413) ll98-0207 x2 

Cell: (1113) 834,4444 

75 Main Street: Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

1-iome: (413) 863·9166 
Home Fax: (1113) 863·0218 

bedson 1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE. 
Matthew Edwarcls 

Certified Arborist 

'Wee Climbing SpecialLst • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grlndin_g • Practicing Fine AtborlcuUure 

Residential / Commel'cial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial urt • Brush Chipping 

fully Insured With Workers Con1p. ·Insurance and Llabilll), 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM t, 
lVeudell. MA (!" 

Seru!ng Hampshire Arid franklin CorrnliC!l ~ -..I , .. 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
RemodeUng Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Jnsulation • Airsealing • tnergy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Poam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

qissance IB~ilders 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

~alitp, enifrsmansh~, ®riginal Gfiwught 
www.renbui1d.oet 

86.3-8316 I] 

,~2.s,-~?1 BriGn ~- SGn Soucie 
-....:.:r- Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for ove, 25 yea, s Certified• Bonded• l11sw,•rf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlague Slreel 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Becrp•r 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fox 863-8022 

GREAT SEAFOOD 8t 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

:Nina's Uniquities, Frivolities & 
Unnecessariums 

:Nook, 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
frl - sat: 1 -6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 
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By LESLIE BROWN 

As an avid new gardener I was 
a fanatical weeder.The first sign of 
a blade of crab grass or the start of 
a pigweed sent me for the gloves 
and the cultivator. Friends and fam
ily did not admire my avidity; they 
despised it and joked often that if 
weeding was so much fun, I could 
weed their gardens, too. Personally 
I was proud of my nearly weed-free 
space. 

However, as the garden grew 
larger and weeding took up much 
of my outdoor time, I began to be
gmdge it like anyone else and soon 
gave thought to how much was real
ly necessary. Aside from the esthet
ics of happy plants growing weed
free and well cultivated, when is a 
weed just a weed and not an alien 
invasion? 

The tmth is, I have found, that 
weeding is only most critical for 

new seedlings. Your new plant
ings have enough to do just taking 
in moisture and food and just plain 
growing. They don't need competi
tion for the basic needs of life. 

Unfo1tunately this means the 
most tedious and picky of weeding. 
It's difficult to pull the shortest of 
weeds without snapping them off 
leaving the roots to flourish again. 
If you are too assiduous, you nm the 
risk of so disturbing your new seed
lings as to do them in. 

This is where mulching comes 
in. A good layer of mulch will do 
much to keep down the weeds and 
hold in the moisture for your begin
ning plantings. When transplanting 
a flower or vegetable that is well 
established, consider using plastic, 
paper or cardboard and cutting a 
hole through which to insert your 
new plant. If you've planted new 
seeds, just weed the best you can 
until your plants are a few inches 
tall and then consider grass clip
pings or compost spread gently to 
help keep the invaders down. 

Once plants are well established, 
it saves time and the gardener's 
good temper to let the weeds grow 
a bit before taking them on. A hand
ful of crabgrass or pigweed that is 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK: 
A REVIEW 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

TURNERS FALLS - In their 
premier production at the Shea The
ater, the Ghost Light Theater Com
pany chose to present a deceptively 
simple production: two actors, not 
a lot in the way of elaborate sets 
or costumes, and yet, as it m1folds, 
the complexity amazes. It is pait of 
the magic of theater that a few ac
tors on a stage with hardly anything 
around them to enhance the vision, 
can somehow create a reality out of 
nothing that entrances an audience, 
bringing out emotions, as well as 
surprise, fear, and awe. It doesn't 
always happen but when it does, it 

is to be appreciated. 
The Woman In Black, written 

by Stephen Mallatratt, based on a 
book by Susan Hill, begins as a sim
ple portrayal, a kind of play within 
a play, where a young actor seeks to 
assist an older man who has a st01y 
to tell. This man, Kipps, played 
with great skill by Colin Allen, 
stands on the stage, reading his sto-
1y in a stiff and unemotional manner 
but is stopped just a few lines in by 
the actor, played by Ted Trobaugh. 
They have a bit of back and fo1th, 
the older man feeling compelled to 
tell his story his way, out of a pas
sionate need to be free of the night
mares it has brought. 

The ac-
tor, reminding 
him that he is 
there to help 
him in the tell
ing, gradually 
convinces him 
to let the st01y 
unfold as it did 
before. Theac
tor takes on the 
part of Kipps, 
and the older 

several inches tall is much easier to 
grab and you will also more likely 
be successful in removing the whole 
plant roots and all. If the soil is diy, 
weeding is all the easier. 

Sometimes any weeding is just 
plain contrarian. Once my pea plants 
are well settled, I leave them alone 
to their weedy companions because 
the peas are so shallow rooted that 
pulling on their weedy companions 
is so dismptive I invariably lose 
valuable vegetables for my efforts. 

As a mature gardener, I am also 
a lazy one. There are many things I 
want to do on a summer day besides 
hang out in the garden. I give it an 
hour eve1y other day or so, and then 
let it do what it needs to do. This 
may mean weeding, picking beetles, 
removing dead growth or feeding to 
keep plants happy and healthy. 

This all leads the lazy gardener 
to thinking about what really has to 
be done to keep a healthy and pro
ductive garden. 

Good soil is extremely impo1tant 
as it is the back bone of eve1ything 
else you can do to have a successful 
garden. The lazy gardener believes 
that less digging is more. We have 
cultivated a ve1y happy population 
of ea1th wo1ms over the years and 

man by agreement, plays the other 
pa1ts as they arise in the sto1y. It 
seems straightfo1ward enough at 
the beginning, but as it proceeds, 
each of the two men succumb to the 
growing ho1TOr that lies within. 

The actor is at the sta1t full of 
confidence in his skill as an actor 
and his ability to help the older man 
leain how to dramatize his sto1y 
in a way that will hold audience 
attention. Kipps repeatedly says 
he has no ability or interest in act
ing but at some point he becomes 
one of the characters he is po1tray
ing so successfully that the actor 
asks him how he did that, to which 
Kipps says, did what? The actor 
(Trobaugh) tmns to the audience 
at that point, aims wide and with a 
smile says, "One must appreciate 
the magic, one must not ask how the 
magic works." 

With only a few boxes and bits of 
furniture on stage, these two actors 
tum the theater into many things 
and many places using only their 
skill and the art of imagination. 

There is also a very dark pres
ence that haunts eve1ything that 
occurs. This is the woman whose 
personal tragedy brings the dai·k 
fear that pe1meates the town Kipps 
visits. Her ghost haunts the place 
and follows him home to live in his 
di·eams. It is Colin Allen as Kipps 
whose powerful pe1fo1mance car
ries the fear and foreboding into the 
play at the start. The young actor, so 
willing to help Kipps tell his sto1y, 
leains through the telling just how 
terrifying her being actually is, and 
as the play proceeds, he and the au
dience are di·awn into the darkness. 

Ted Trobaugh is compelling in 
his po1trayal of the actor dramatiz
ing Kipps' sto1y, as his demeanor 
changes, grows more emotional, 
fearful, panicked, tenified at one 

we try not to disturb them. Instead, 
we apply a new layer of aged ma
nure and compost each year but do 
not turn over the soil. Where we do 
need to dig a small hole for new 
transplants, we fill it with manure 
and compost as well. 

If you have done a decent job of 
cleaning up weeds and spent plant
ings at the end of each garden sea
son, there's absolutely no need to 
rototill or tum over the soil with a 
spade. 

Plant nourishment is important to 
vigorous growth and fruit or flower 
production. When the garden is diy, 
add water. A hose and sprinkler sys
tem is fine and set to work for a few 
hours in the early morning or late 
afternoon will keep plants moist 
and happy if the rain man has not 
provided. 

Some folks like to feed their 
plants also with commercial fertil
izer in diy or liquid form. As a lazy 
gardener I like manure tea and keep 
an old watering can for just this 
function. Place a handful or two 
of manure in the bottom, add wa
ter, stir and apply as a foliar or root 
food. Feed crops like tomatoes, and 
squash. Beans and peas feed from 
their own stores and don't need 

your help. 
Then there's the weeding. Take 

care of your new seedlings and you 
will be well rewarded later. When 
plants are mature, let the weeds go 
until they're easier to pull. In the 
meantime, they'll help hold mois
ture of the rain and dew. 

What weeding you do will feed 
the gardener as well. It is really a 
mindless task which requires so few 
brain cells that most of them can be 
occupied othe1wise. We are often 
so mshed and busy in life that there 
is little time for thinking. Weeding 
empties the head and lets the mind 
roam freely. You may find that you 
have so1ted out a problem, reas
sessed a situation or prepared for 
a meeting or an m1comfo1table up
coming event. Once you've taken 
care of all that mental business, your 
weeding time can become contem
plation and for some, even a medi
tation which will leave your plants 
weed free and you regenerated. 

If gardening is just one more un
desirable chore, give it up. Search 
for some other pastime about which 
to be passionate. Gardening should 
be a source of joy as well as food for 
the body and for the soul. 

Ted Trobaugh (le.ft) and Colin Allen (right) in the Ghost Ught Theater 
production of The Woman in Black at the Shea Theater, Ju!J 20. 

point lying prone in a fetal position 
on stage, so tom is he with grief. 
The twist at the end leaves both the 
actor and the audience stunned. 

Credit must be given to Kim 
Ove1tree, producer, and Kevin 
Tracy, director, who together are 
the founders of Ghost Light The
ater company. Their choice of these 
talented actors and this play, a dai·
ing choice, establishes them as a 
serious theater producers. The pro
duction was flawless, directing su
peiior. Good actors work best with 
good directors and it is clear that 
Tracy has the gift of giving actors 
the space to develop their characters 
fully and perfo1m at their best. Tra
cy also was in chai·ge of set, sound 

and lighting design. Ted Trobaugh 
wrote the musical score. 

Also contributing to the produc
tion were Karen Webb Hinds and 
Melina McCreven for costmnes, 
Jeannie Miller was the stage manag
er, Samantha Hinds, assistai1t stage 
manager, Pete Bradley provided the 
trailer, Mike Glazier was the som1d 
operator. Kim Ove1tree was the 
light operator. Bait Doty and Kate 
Filanowski worked with Tracy on 
set constmction. Filanowski, Sue 
Shedd, Regina Diemand and Saiah 
Devine made up the tech crew. 

This has clearly been a collab
orative effo1t, in the spi1it of com
munity theater. All involved should 
be ve1y proud. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

magpiepiua.com 
21 hnlc Row, Cftd. 

413-'175-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

7urners 11,/6 fJi?Zlt 1-fow1 
Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Titrners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Arg,;1 Family & StnjJ' 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turner1fallaplzza.com 
119 Aven1e A, Tumers Falls ♦:♦ (418) 888-8000 

SOLAR HOT WATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE 
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER! 

Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program! - -$25,000 at 0% interest 
for solar hot water, 

T11c:Yi1t TaveRn 
Come For a Drinkt Stay For a Meal 

Now seruing Sunday Brunch! I Oam-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
3.26 Mair, Road, Gin, MA 41 3.863-9006 




