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G-M Superintendent Strathmore Mill: 
Search Begins Debris Cleared, New Plans Proposed 
By ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE 

developed by the school 

The new superintendent 
search committee was sworn 
in by the Gill-Montague 
school committee last 
Thursday evening, Jan. 17, 
and charged with finding a 
superintendent for the school 
district. The members then 
sat down together in the 
Turners Falls High School 
conference room to begin 
their work. 

Pat Con-eira of the 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees (MASC) 
will assist the committee in 
their task. She opened the 
meeting by explaining her 
contribution to the process 
and some rules that will 
guide how they proceed. 
Con-eira suggested they con­
sider selecting a chair person 
but the members hesitated to 
respond to that. She moved 
onto laying out the mles and 
obligations of the search 
committee. 

committee include: 
• Superior administrative 
skills; 
• Strong business and finan­
cial management skills; 
• Effective communication 
skills; 
• Ability to promote and 
appreciate outstanding teach­
ing; 
• Success in cmriculum and 
technology development; 
• Knowledge of special edu­
cation issues and programs; 
• An understanding of how 
town government fimctions 
as well as the ability to build 
relationships with communi­
ty leaders. 

Hiring a local superinten­
dent from the community, or 
at least from Western 
Massachusetts, is not listed in 
the official criteria for the 
position, but was mentioned 
repeatedly in the public 
responses. According to the ,.. 
MASC, the school commit­
tee can decide whether to 
give special consideration to 
local applicants. 

Adve1tisements in various 
venues have already been 
published, including a print , 
ad in Education Week maga- &il!iiiiil 
zine, and several online sites. 
The deadline to submit an 
application to the MASC is 
Feb. 22, 2013. 

By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS - As 
one chapter in the Strathmore 
Mill's storied history reaches 
closure, the next may be 
begim:ling. This month the 
cleanup of Building 10, 
destroyed in a 2007 arson 
fire, was completed by the 
S&R Corporation of Lowell. 
And on Wednesday, the 
Town of Montague received 
two proposals for the rede­
velopment of the mill, both 
focusing on the freestanding 
Building 11. 

Town appointed officials 
and staff will spend the next 
few weeks reviewing those 
proposals before making rec­
ommendations to the select­
board, who will have final 
say on whether to offer one 
or more sections of the mill 
for a nominal fee under the 
town's Cormnercial 
Homesteading program. The 
town is also considering two 
other proposals received last 
week for town-owned prop­
erties in Millers Falls; one for 
30 East Main Street and the 
garage behind it, and the 
other for 34 East Main Street. 

The public has had an 
oppo11unity to share opinions 
on the selection of superin­
tendent through an online 
survey completed by 97 
members of the community 
and several focus groups held 
in the fall of 2012. The 
results of both of these were 
included in a packet provided 
to the search committee. 

Criteria for the Gill­
Montague superintendent 

Co11'eira told the commit­
tee their primary task at hand 

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHRESHHOLDCOOPERATIVE.COM 

Building 11 of the Strathmore Mill is the focus of both proposals 

Built in 1874, the 
Strathmore now consists of 
ten handsome and stmctural­
ly sound brick buildings 
between the Power Canal and 
the Connecticut River, with 
227,000 square feet of interi-

see SEARCH page 5 
submitted to the Town of Montague on Wednesdcry. 

see PLANS page 9 

A Tribute to Vic Scutari 
November 18, 1932 -January 12, 2013 

By JOSH HEINEMANN vating force in establishing a wrote and published a week­

WENDELL - Asking me 
to write about Vic Scutari 's 
life is like asking someone 
who didn't know Babe Ruth 
played baseball to write 
about his life. I met Vic and 
his wife Patti in 1993 when 
they bought the Wendell 
Com1try Store and brought it 
back to life. I never thought 
about their lives before they 
came to town. 

I have learned that before 
that move, they had lived a 
full life in Long Beach, 
Long Island. Vic was a moti-

soup kitchen there, an insti- ly newspaper, The Long 
tution opposed by communi- Beach Independent Voice, 
ty leaders who denied the which Patti described as 
reality of hunger or poverty "ve1y much like The 
in that seaside reso11 town. Montague Repo1ter." Patti 
Vic traveled to El Salvador said he disguised the fact 
and Panama with other that he wrote most of the 
peace activists to investigate 
and communicate the effects 
of U.S. sponsored milita1y 
violence. He organized and 
participated in "sleep outs" 
to raise awareness about 
homelessnesss on Long 
Island. He worked for the 
welfare of detained 
Salvadoran immigrants. He 

aiticles by inventing names 
for the bylines. With all this, 
he found time for his seven 
children and step-children. 
According to stepson Kevin 
Baleno, "he loved me 
unconditionally, as he did all 
his children ... Pop was a 
giver." 

see TRIBUTE page 6 

Almost ce1tainly you were a 

Tbe Road Le~~ Traveled b;~~ ::r:1:~~~~~~t;~~~ 
r7] ~•- .L?, /1 ..-ro/ room or perhaps your 
f f1,,e, r { '"vr ~ ~ basement. Maybe 

even a barn. 11 t:/?A)~ ~ ~ ....... .- ...... ,/AA/ ' Someplace where 
/'r'~/V you wouldn't be 

By RICHARD ANDERSEN and 
DIANE LYN ANDERSEN 

Stockbridge - SHAZAM! They're all 
here: Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, 
Captain Marvel, and more. The whole gang. 
S for the wisdom of Solomon, H for the 
strength of Hercules, A for the stamina of 
Atlas, Z for the power of Zeus, A for the 
courage of Achilles, and M for the speed of 
Mercmy. They've got it all. And all ai·e 
photo-realistically rendered by Super 
Illustrator Alex Ross in Heroes and Villains, 
cmrently on display at the No1mai1 Rockwell 
Musemn in Stockbridge through Feb. 24. 

Ross begai1 drawing before he could bai·e­
ly grip a crayon. By the time he was three, he 
was recreating TV commercials from memo-
1y. By four, he'd graduated to colored pencils 
and the likes of Spider Man, Plastic Man, and 
a host of heroes that he would draw again and 
again for the next 37 years. He hardly took 
time to notice he was growing up in flat, col­
orless Lubbock, Texas. Encouraged by his 
mom, an accomplished illustrator in her own 
right, Alex entered the American Academy of 
Art in Chicago at age 17 and received his first 
assignment from Marvel Comics before he 
was 19. Five years later, he was creating cov­
ers. He won the Comic Buyers' Guide Award 
for Favorite Painter so many consecutive 
times for so many consecutive years (7!) the 
catego1y was retired. 

Remember reading the adventures of all 
your superheroes when you were a kid? 

.--.s.;i::....-6•-disturbed. But 
then some-

thing happened. You got 
older. Superman did too. He 

married, died, and came back to life to fight 
Al Capone and later the communists. All in 
tights. It was too much to bear. Seventy-three 

see ART page 6 

The portrait of Uncle Sam begging 
with his hat in hand. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Bada Boom 
Bada Bing 

Boomer 
My name is Boomer, but if you 

take me home and want to change 
my name, that would be OK, 
although I might need a little time to 
get used to it. I am 2 years old, and I 
would really like a loving home. At 
thirty-five potmds, I'm a nice size. 
I'm a hound dog through and 
through, a mix of beagle and basset 
hotmd to be clear. I love to explore 
the world ·with my nose! I would 
absolutely love to go on long walks 
in the woods and get to chase a squir­
rel or two. Like many hounds, I tend 
to use my voice to share my excite­
ment! I'm a ve1y sweet boy and hope 
to find a home with the perfect match 
of cuddling and exercise. Please 
come in to visit me. 

For more infonnation on adopting 
me, contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or info@dpvhs.org. 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

~ 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Buckland side 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

Week of January 28th 
in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

1Ebt ;ftlontagut 
Ja.tporttr 

Published weekly on Thursdays. 
Every other week in July and August. 

No paper last week of December. 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 

Please note new email addresses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@mo11taguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguereporter.org 
eve11ts@mo11taguerepo1ter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 

poet1y@mo11taguerepo1ter.org 
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org 

Send address changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable for 
effors in advertisements, but will print 
without charge that pait of the adver­
tisement in which an en·or occtm·ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 
refuse advertising for any reason and to 
alter c,opy or graphics to confonu to 
standards of the newspape1·, such as 
they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 
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Wendell Free library 
Perna Chodron Film and 

Study Group 
The Wendell Meditation Group 

is offering a film presentation by 
American Buddhist nun Perna 
Chodron teaching practical skills 
for working with fear. 

"We all have fears, but when we 
look closely at them, we discover 
that behind each fear resides a basic 
fear of ourselves. We're afraid to 
look at our habitual styles of think­
ing and behaving because we might 
not always like what we see. 
Ironically it is this fear of honest 
self-reflection that keeps us trapped 
in pattems of stress and discontent­
ment. Here is a vision for moving 
beyond this most basic fear to dis-

cover the im1ate brave1y, trust, and 
joy that reside at the core of our 
being." - Perna Chodron: Smile at 
Fear 

Sections of Chodron's DVD: 
Smile at Fear will be shown at the 
libraiy on Stmday evenings Jan. 27, 
Feb. 3, 10 and 17 from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Each one hour segment of Ani 
Pema teaching will be followed by 
a 30 minute discussion period. 
This program is offered for free. 

Please come prepared to take 
notes to support your leaming 
between these sessions at the 
libraiy. For more information, call 
the libraiy at (978) 544-3559. 

January 24, 2013 

EDITE CUNHA PHOTO Free Healthy Eating Wokshop 
for Seniors Reclining Abominable S n0111Woman in Do1vntown Turners 

A free workshop, "Healthy 
Eating for Successful Living," will 
take place Mondays, Jan. 28 through 
Mar. 11 from 12:30 - 3 p.m., at the 
Shelbume Falls Senior Center, 7 
Main St., Shelbume, MA 01370. 

Enjoy fresh food, ftm and better 
health. Leam more about nutrition 
and how small, "doable" lifestyle 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 
Q. Episodes of depression seem 

to be common over several genera­
tions in my family. Is depression 
genetic? 

There is substantial evidence that 
depression is a heredita1y disease. A 
depression gene known as 5-HTTL­
PR has been found. 

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) repo1ts that about 121 mil­
lion people worldwide suffer from 
depression. WHO estimates that 
depression will become the first 
cause of disease burden worldwide 
by the year 2020. Disease burden is 
defined as years patients must live 
with a disability. 

At least 10 percent of people in 
the U.S. will experience major 
depressive disorder at some point in 

changes can lead to a healthier life. 
For more infonnation or to regis­

ter, contact Lesley Kayan at: lka­
yai1@fchcc.org, or (413) 773-5555 
(x 2297). This workshop is open to 
all and brought to you by Franklin 
County Home Cai·e Corp., Tufts 
Health Plan Fotmdation, and the 
United Way of Franklin Cotmty. 

Meals on Wheels Seeking Sponsors 
The 2013 Meals on Wheels fits. 

Walkathon on May 4 seeks corpo­
rate sponsors. All contributions 
support the important work of 
Franklin County Home Care Corp. 
and the Meals on Wheels 
Program. Sponsor packages 
include valuable marketing bene-

THE HEALTHY GEUER: 
The Genetics of Depression 

their lives. Two times as many no heightened risk of depression 
women as men experience 
depression. 

major among those with different versions 

In 2011, Dr. Srijan Sen, a profes­
sor of psychiatry at the University of 
Michigan, and his team of 
reseai·chers reported that people with 
a sho1t vai'iation of the serotonin 
transpo1ter (5-HTILPR) gene ai·e 
more likely to become depressed 
under stress than those with the 
longer vai-iation of the gene. 

Serotonin is a neurotransmitter, a 
chemical substance that transmits 
impulses across the spaces (synaps­
es) between nerve cells (neurons). 
Alterations in serotonin levels in the 
brain can influence mood. The 5-
HTILPR gene inte1feres with the 
serotonin process in the brain. Some 
antidepressant medications work by 
affecting the action of serotonin. 

The Michigan research con­
finned the findings of a 2003 study 
in which scientists for the fu-st time 
established the link between genes 
and environment in depression. In 
2009, however, an analysis in which 
scientists pooled 14 studies, found 

of the gene. 
Sen's team wanted to settle the 

controversy that arose after the 2009 
repo1t. The group gathered all the 54 
studies on the subject. 1his included 
data from about 41,000 volunteers. 
"1his is the final word," Sen said. 
"1his meta-analysis includes three 
or four times as many studies, and 
clearly there is an effect." Based on 
this much broader analysis, the team 
concluded that 5-HTTLPR does 
confer a greater 11sk of depression 
when combined with stress. 

One ofSen's findings is especial­
ly interesting to me. He said that it 
seems that people with 5-HTILPR 
ai·e more reactive to all events, both 
positive and negative. Studies of 
aitists reveal a high incidence of 
depression. Could it be that w11ters, 
musicians, painters, and other aitists 
with higher sensitivity have the 
shorter gene? I hope science will 
explore art some day and produce 
data on this subject. 

In 2011, a B11tish-led intemation-

Contact Jackie Belanger at jbe­
langer@fchcc.org or (978) 544-
2259 x2225 or visit 
www.fchcc.org/MOW2013 to 
learn more about sponsoring this 
wonderful event. 

al team fotmd a DNA region linked 
to depression. This finding was 
replicated by another team from the 
United States. The reseai·chers said 
they believed many genes were 
involved in depression. 

"These findings will help us track 
down specific genes that are altered 
in people with this disease," said 
Gerome Breen of King's College 
London's Institute of Psychiatry, 
who led one of the research groups. 

A recent Flo11da study repo1ted 
evidence of a happy gene that affects 
females, but not males. The gene 
known as MAOA affects brain chem­
istry. 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Kyle Dodge 

Grade 7 
Aliyah Sanders 
Izaiah Adorno 

Grade 8 
Mark Waite 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - January 28th to Februarv 1st 
GILL-MONTAGUE 

Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62 
Fifth Street, Tumers Falls, is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 am. 
to 2 p m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Timrsday at 
noon. Meal reservations must be 
made one day in advance by 11 am. 
The Meal Site Manager is Kerry 
Togneri. The Council on Aging 
Director is Roberta Potter. All fitness 
classes are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Volunta1y donations are 
accepted. 

For more infonnation, meal reser­
vations, or to sign up for programs, 
call (413) 863-9357. Leave a voice 
message if the center is not open. 
Monday, 1/28 
10: IO am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
I p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, 1/29 
9:30 am Chair Yoga 
Wednesday, 1/30 
10 am. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 1/31 
9 am Tai Chi 
I p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 2/1 
10 a m. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
11 :30 a.m Pizza Patty 
I p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre-

gate meals. Ltmch is at 11 :30 am., 
with reservations required 24 homs 
in advai1ce. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-3308, 
for meal infonnation and reserva­
tions. For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center to 
confum activities, schedule a 11de, or 
find out when is the next blood pres­
sure clinic. 

Flu Clinic - Call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3649 to find out 
when the next flu clinic will be held. 
This clinic is free to Erving residents, 
sponsored by the Eiving Board of 
Health and available on a walk-in 
basis. The shot is reco1mnended for 
those over 55, those who work with 
children or the elderly, and those 
with chronic illness. Pneumonia 
shots will also be available for those 
over 60 who have never been vacci­
nated. 

Telephone Reassurance - Phone 
calls every morning for seniors who 
want someone to check in on them 

Shopping T11ps - Thursday after­
noon alternating from Turners Falls 
to Orange. 
Quilting Classes Resume 

A new se11es of IO quilting class­
es will begin on Monday, Febmary 
11 and continue on eve1y second and 
fourth Mondays of the month. TI1e 
classes ai·e held from 12:30 tmtil 
2:30. The Senior Center owns two 
sewing machines which pa1ticipants 
may use or you may bring your own 
portable. The classes are led by 

Dianne Cornwell and her assistant 
Sandy. There is no fee for the class 
but donations are gratefully accept­
ed. Call Polly at (413) 423-3649 for 
more info1mation. 
Monday, 1/28 
9 a.m Tai Chi 
10 am Osteo Exercise 
12 p.m. Quilting 
Tuesday, 1/29 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, 1/30 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 am Chair Yoga 
12 p.m. Bingo 
Thw-sday, 1/31 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a m Posture Perfect 
12 p.m. Cai·ds 
F1iday, 2/1 
9 a.m Bowling 

LEVERETT SENIOR 
ACTIVITIES 

For infonnation, contact the 
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 am. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior L1mch-Fridays at 12. Call 
(413) 367-2694 by Wednesday for a 
reservation. 

WENDELL 
WENDELL Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upco1ning programs. Call the 
Center for a 11de. 

Eat In or Take Out! 
BURRITOS, 

.BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 0 Fiske Ave• downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 1 I :30 am - 9 pm 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Compiled by DON CLEGG 
The first Annual Meeting of the 

newly incorporated Good 
Neighbors: Wendell/New Salem 
Food Pantry, Inc. will be held at 
the Wendell Town Hall on Sunday, 
Jan. 27, beginning at 4 p.m. Stop 
by and vote for Board Members 
(President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and 4 at-large members), ask ques­
tions, and learn about Good 
Neighbors' history and future 
plans. All are welcome. 

Children of all ages and their 
families can make fun Valentine­
inspired crafts, cards, and other 
heait themed projects with Ruth 
O'Mara and Linda Hickman at the 
Carnegie Library on Sah1rday, Feb 
2, from 10:30 a.m. until noon. The 
program is free and all craft mate­
rials will be provided. 

If you live in one of these 
neighborhoods and are interested 

Bank Event to Help 
SHINE a Light on 

Medicare 
Celebrating that milestone birth­

day soon? Turning 65? Feeling 
uneasy about your insurance 
options? No problem! 

Come learn about Medicare by 
attending "I am New to Medicare. 
What are My Options?" on 
Thursday, Jan. 31 at 1 :30 p.m. at 
the Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners Falls. 

GSB is partnering with Lonaine 
York-Edberg, SHINE Program 
Director from Franklin County 
Home Care, and Sarah Mancinelli, 
SHINE Counselor, who will bring 
their expertise to the program. 
Bring your questions and concerns. 

Seating will be limited so 
please call Christina, Kerri or 
Linda at (413) 863-4316 to reserve 
your spot. Light refreshments will 
be provided. 

local Briefs 
in being a co-captain, please call 
Christine at (413) 544-2282 or 
Nancy at (413) 544-6760, or con­
tact Christine at 
cheard59c@netscape net 

Faith Baptist Church, 331 
Silver St in Greenfield is offering 
a free clothes giveaway on 
Sarurday, Feb. 2, from 9 a.m. to 
noon. There a1·e plenty of winter 
clothes including coats and 
sweaters for men, women and 
children. Eve1yone is welcome. 

The Wendell neighborhood 
emergency planning committee is 
working to update the list of co­
captains for 2013. 

The neighborhoods that cur­
rently need co-captains are: Morse 
Village Road, including Davis 
Tum Road; Locke Hill Road from 
Locks Village Road to Old Stage 
Road, including the upper end of 
Old Stage Road; Checkerberry 
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Lane; Monnon Hollow Road; and 
Farley Road from Kemsley 
Academy to "S" curves. 

Looking for a different place to 
enjoy lunch on a Friday after­
noon? Check out the Apprentice 
Restaurant at Franklin County 
Technical School, 82 Industrial 
Blvd, in Turners Falls. Menu 
selections change each Friday and 
lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. Call ahead, (413) 863-
9561, for menu and rese1vations or 
visit www fcts.org. 

An apprentice is a young per­
son learning a trade or an a1t. The 
word apprentice was first used in 
the English language during 
medieval times. It was derived 
from the French verb, apprendre, 
to learn. 

Send local briefs to reporter­
local@montaguema.net. 

Film Screening and Discussion 
The Atomic States of America 

GREENFIELD On 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, The Atomic 
States of America, a film, feah1red 
at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival 
exploring these issues, will be 
shown at Greenfield Garden 
Cinemas for one-night-only, stait­
ing at 6:45 p.m. The 90-minute 
film screening and the following 
discussion is organized by 
Greening Greenfield and Citizens 
for Emergency Preparedness, and 
is co-sponsored by the Safe & 
Green Campaign and Citizens 
Awareness Network (CAN). 
Donations of$3-$10 are requested. 

Concerned Citizens for 
Emergency preparedness and 
Greening Greenfield will organize 
two more films aiming to increase 
understanding on how we can 
shape our fuhU'e and build econom­
ic vitality and ecological resilience. 

Each film will be followed by a 
discussion. The final two films 
will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 
27, and Wednesday, Mar. 27. For 
more infonnation, v1s1t 
www.GreeningGreenfield.org or 
call (413) 772-3747. 

CORRECTION 
In last week's a1ticle on the 

federal comt appeal of the State 
of Ve1mont vs. Entergy, due to a 
repo1ting enor, the name of the 
proposed shell corporation to 
which Entergy planned to spin off 
its Northeastern nuclear power 
reactors was mistakenly refened 
to as Exelon. Exelon is the mun­
ber one nuclear utility in the 
colmtiy. The name of the pro­
posed shell corporation was 
Enexus. We regret the e1rnr. 
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Wanted (ALIVE!) 
a Few Good Men and Women 

Greenfield Harmony 
Reconvenes on Feb. 11 for Spring 
Session 

Starting on Monday, February 
11, Greenfield's large, multi.gener­
ational community choir, 
Greenfield Harmony, under the 
direction of Ma1y Cay Brass, will 
reconvene for its winter/spring 
session culminating in the annual 
spring concert on May 19. 

Having established a strong 
local following for its eclectic mix 
of songs from many cultures, the 
new singing session will feah1re 
songs from the Eastern European 
countries of Macedonia, Serbia 
and Albania as well as a Yiddish 
love song. A South African dance 
song, an English pub song, a few 
New England shape note songs 
and Appalachian gospel music 
will round out the concert pro-

gram. 
As a special highlight of the 

winter/spring session, Brass is 
bringing back the great African 
American gospel piano player, 
singer and choral ananger, Dr. 
Kathy Bullock of Berea, Kenhlcky 
who will join the choir for work­
shops in early May preceding the 
concert. Bullock will co-lead the 
concert with Brass. 

The 80-member choir is open 
to singers from early teens on up. 
With lai·ge soprano and alto sec­
tions already in place, Ms. Brass 
is seeking to expand the tenor and 
bass sections, with a special invi­
tation to new tenors (men and 
women) and basses. 

For registration information, 
contact Ma1y Cay Brass at: (802) 
490-4094 or mcbrass@vennon­
tel.net. 

The Montague Congregational Church 

Roast Pork Supper 
Saturday, February 2nd 5:30 p.m. 

Roast Pork, Gravy, Red Roasted 
Potatoes, Candied Carrots, 

Spiced Apples, Breads, Dessert, 
coffee, tea and milk 

Adults: $10.00; Children : $6.00 
For Reservations Call: 413-774-7256 

Walk-ins seated as space allows. 
Calls for Take Outs 

Turners Falls 
DOWNTOWN 

Livability Plan 

PUBLIC WORKSHOP 
Tuesday. Feb 5 th 2013 

6:00-9:00 PM 
Great Falls Discovery Center 

Great Hall Meeting Room 

Workshop Building Language Be a part of the future of Turners Fallsl 
All persons are ihvited and strongly 

encouraged to attend 
The Community Network for 

Children is holding a Building 
Language Workshop at the Swift 
River School in Wendell on 
Tuesdays evenings from 6 - 7:30 
p.m. on Jan. 29 and Feb. 5. Free 
childcare and dinner will be pro­
vided at 5:30 pm. with registra­
tion. 

Research shows that early lan­
guage is the key to later academic 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LA.NG 413#834#7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256-1594 
158 Main Street, 2nd Flr., Studio B 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

success. Strong reading and writ­
ing skills come from strong lan­
guage skills. Come learn and prac­
tice simple strategies that help 
children gain solid language skills 
while playing and having fun. 

For more information, contact 
Gillian Budine, CNC Coordinator, 
at (978) 544-5157 or 
budine@e1ving.com. 

PLEASE 
shop locally 
Support 

Pizza will be served 

Hosted by the Montague Planning & Conservation 
Department 

Questions? Call the Town Planner at 413 863 
3200x207 ;fllontanue ll\eporter 
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ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

,afffl 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

Specializing in Monitors, Modems, 
Microwaves, Cell Phones, Computers, 

and all other Electronics 
Lockwood Solutions, Inc., Leverett 

C'all - George Lockwood 
lockwood.george@:gmail.com 

413-548-9700 

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague 

David Ginsburg 
ASE and Toyota Certified 

Automotive Technician 

We come to you! 

413.522.4100 

Serving the Greenfield, Amherst and Northfiekl areas 

Good E),rt f otte~ 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
-ti 3-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. -
Retail Fab1ic Store 

.o • Couo1, • Silks • Polycstc-rs • Vinyls • Uphols.tc:-cy MattrinJ -

- j • Quihlng Supplies• P:ittcmsi • Calic:os • Nor-inni,. 

C.4511 & CHECKS ONLY 

Moo.-Sat. 9-5, Fri_ til 8 
PowerSquare (413) 773-7516 • 

0 0 
Greenfield 

Git.ENFIELD 
it>.?.~t.?.S CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 

<ijcauy Owned Since ilii) 
269 High Street - Greenfiel 

(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

FOOD 
DRINKS 

WIFI 
KENO 

To Join Pool Leagues 
Call 77 4-6388 

94 Main St, Greenfield 
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It's Back! The Public Option 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

It's a snowy, snuggly day. A great 
time to kick back with a nice Irish 
coffee and consider the "public 
option" again. It turns out the public 
option, which was eliminated from 
Obamacare early in the debate, is 
back on the table - at least in the 
sense that some liberal Democrats in 
the House have figured out a nifty 
way to raise it again, as discussed in 
the Jan. 15 article by Mollie Reilly, 
"Public Option Resmfaced By 
House Democrats As Deficit 
Reduction Measure," posted on the 
Buffington Post. 

Not familiar with the public 
option? Well, it's essentially a pro­
posal to offer Americans covered by 
"Obamacare" a publicly financed 
health care plan like Medicare to 
compete with the insurance-based 
plan. According to a Huffmgton Post 
poll conducted last month, only 30 
percent of respondents said they had 
even heard of the public option. 

It is a srruut idea politically and 
fiscally. It would save billions com­
pared to most ctuTent plans because 
it would eliminate or reduce the 
wasteful insurance industry. Cost 
controls would be much easie1~ as 
they are now in traditional Medicare. 
The Congressional Budget Office 
estimated in 2010 that a version of 
the public option that negotiated 
rates with health care providers 
would save the government $25 bil­
lion over 10 years, while a version of 
the plan tied to Medicare rates could 
save $110 billion over a decade. 

The public option would compete 
with private plans so those who 
claim to suppo1t market competition 
should not oppose it. (Of course they 
do but it puts conse1vatives in a 
rather awkward position, which is 
always fun.) 

There are problems. The biggest 
one is that it might actually work in 
tenns of providing health care for 
1nillions at a lower cost. As a result, 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERS~ 
;flflontaguc l\cportcr 

58 4th St Turners, 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

many businesses that now have 
insurance-based plans would 
"dump" employees into the systelll, 
leading to something that looked 
like Canadian single payer. How ter­
rible! 

The second problem is that the 
idea has no suppo1t among 
Republicans, most of whom are 
stuck in an ideological box, nor 
among many Democrats who shake 
in their boots when anyone mentions 
"govemment controlled health 
care." 

Third, there is the veiy real issue 
that it takes the biggest fiscal prob­
lem the govemment has now - how 
to finance health care - and makes it 
much bigger. But the subsidies in 
Obamacare have a similar problem 
and, quite frankly, so will Paul 
Ryan's voucher, enT, "premium sup­
po1t" plan for Medicare. (Ryan's 
proposal, which claims it would give 
elderly Americans who retire in 
2022 a fixed amount to buy health 
insurance or traditional Medicare, 
was originally called a "voucher." 
But Republican political consultants 
pointed out that smveys show that 
for some reason Americans don't 
like the word ''voucher." It is not 
clear why. Maybe it is because 
voucher retninds us of those ugly 
green bags small businesses use to 
make their bank deposits. Ryan and 
his consultants came up with the 
phrase "income suppo1t," not exact­
ly a household name but more 
innocuous. Liberals of course con­
tinue to insist it is really an evil 
"voucher.") 

The estimates seem to suggest 
that the public option will be cheap­
er for the federal government, 
depending of course on yom 
assumptions about how big the pro­
gram will become. 

For the time being, it is going 
nowhere but raising it now in the 
context of deficit reduction is smrut. 
So relax, put a log on the fire and 
consider the public option. 

By SHIRA HILLEL 

TURNERS FALLS - Downtown 
businesses experienced a new rotmd 
of break-ins, attempted and success­
ful, last week. 

Detective Lee Laster of the 
Montague Police Department is 
actively involved in the case. Chief of 
Montague Police, Chip Dodge, said 
that police have not yet affested any­
one, but ru·e following up on evidence 
left at the scenes. 

Appru·ent attempts on the night of 
Stmday Jan. 13 to break into 
Pipione's Spo1t Shop, Couture 
Brothers, and the St. Kazimierz 
Society on Avenue A, and the 
Montague Pru·ks and Recreation 
office in Unity Park were unsuccess­
ful. Break-ins at Shanahan 

PLEASE SHOP LOCALLY. 

Supp01t our adve1tisers, 
and thank them for 
adve1tising in the 

;imlontague 3R.eporter 
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LETTER TO I) THE EDITOR 

New Members Needed for the 
Wendell Finance Committee 

In Wendell, the Finance 
Cormnittee is supposed to be a five 
person Committee. When the 
FinCom was established in 1978 five 
members were appointed. In recent 
yeru·s we have been unable to fill all 
five positions. Now, we expect a fur­
ther loss in membership by the end of 
this fiscal year. 

"The prime function of the 
finance committee is reviewing 
deprutmental budgets and submitting 
a balanced budget to town meeting. 
All municipal officers authorized to 
spend money must annually provide 

the Finruice Committee with esti­
mates of how much funding will be 
needed for the 

proper maintenance of the deprut­
ments under their jurisdiction." -
Massachusetts Finance Committee 
Handbook 

It is helpful to have at least one 
person who is a number cmncher to 
se1ve the Co1mnittee, but other mem­
bers who are generally interested in 
the fiscal priorities of the Town are 
equally valuable. In fact, we have 
tried to recmit younger citizens and 
women to create a well-rounded-

Chief Speaks on Downtown Burglars 
Constmction Co. Supply Co. and at break-ins targeting downtown busi­
CruTiage House Designs occmTed nesses in the last year, crime the 
that night as well. police believe can be attributed to 

Last Wednesday night there were heroin addiction. Dodge said ''the 
more break-ins at at the Montague motivation behind these break-ins is 
Elks Lodge, Ristorante Di.Paolo, Ed's narcotics. People assume that busi­
Barber Shop ru1d the Shady Glen, all nesses have money left in their 
within an hour and a half. shop." 

Dodge said the perpetrators ''The problem is drugs, ru1d it's not 
employ a fairly consistent modus going to go away anytime soon. We 
operandi, which leads police to have to protect ourselves from being 
believe that they are the same people victims, and that includes spending 
or group of people. "We do have sus- money on more security, including 
pects," said Dodge. Suspects tty mul- video cameras," continued Dodge. 
tiple buildings in the 1niddle of the Some of the srune businesses have 
night and move on if they fail. Their suffered repeated break-ins. Dodge 
pattern involves "p1ying open the said that finally, downtown business­
doors, or attempting to, and then es are ramping up security and 
quickly ransacking the place until installing cameras. 
they get money." Dodge did say that a recently ini-

There have been several spates of tiated community policing program 

boru·d. If you have business experi­
ence ancVor skills, that too can be 
helpful, but they ru·e not required. An 
open and inquisitive 1nind can go a 
long way towru·d solving the prob­
lems the Co1mnittee addresses. If 
you ru·e interested in serving on this 
committee, now would be a good­
time to begin voltmteering as we ru·e 
beginning to develop the budget for 
FY2014. We would be happy to 
answer ru1y questions you 1night 
have about how you 1night help. 

- Michael ldoine, 
Chairman Wendell Finance 

Committee 

"has been extremely successful." 
Officer Michael Sevene spends the 
majority of his day shifts walking 
ru·om1d on foot and visiting down­
town businesses. ''The goal is for him 
to get to know the public and be an 
approachable presence. He has col­
lected a lot of infomiation ah'eady 
about these crimes and others that has 
lead to stt·ong leads." 

Sevene is also working with busi­
nesses to update and inlprove their 
security systems. Dodge said tliat 
improved security helps police as 
well as residents. "If we can catch 
someone on camera, it's pretty hru·d 
for them to deny their crime." 

"The police can't do this alone," 
said Dodge. "We do what we cru1, but 
protecting citizens from crime is a 
community effo1t." 

HIGHSCHOOL 
I 

Toys for Tots 

HIGHLIGHTS 
By TEAGAN FELTON-LINNEL 

The Gill-Montague Regional 
School District has again participat­
ed in the local Toys for Tots pro­
gram, and helped children of under­
privileged families have presents to 
open on Christmas. 

Toys for Tots is a charity nm by 
the United States Marine Corps 
Rese1ve that provides unde1privi-

leged children with new toys on 
Christmas. Fotmded in 1947 by 
Colonel William L. Hendricks in 
California, Toys for Tots was sho1t­
ly inco1porated into the official mis­
sion of the Mru·ine Corps Rese1ve, 
and national campaign in 1948. 
Toys for Tots has been supported by 
celebrities such as Walt Disney, 
Peggy Lee, Tim Allen, Billy Ray 
Cyms, and more. Toy drives have 
also been conducted in the White 
House by First Lady Michelle 
Obama, one of Toys for Tots' 
biggest suppo1ters. 

Every school in the Gill­
Montague School district has served 
as a toy drop-off location for four 
yeru·s nmning, and the large toys 

bins stationed at each school have 
been filled to the top every year. All 
the toys collected have gone to fam­
ilies in the local c01mnunity. In past 
years, the number of families helped 
has ranged from 55 to 60. The local 
Toys for Tots organization aided 48 
families this year. 

Heather Poirier, distt'ibutor of the 
school drop off boxes, said "Most 
families are ve1y appreciative to 
receive help from this program. 
We've had mru1y families hug us to 
thank us and some even get teary 
eyed because if it weren't for the 
Toys for Tots, their children would 
not have toys at Cht'istmas time. It is 
very rewru·di.ng! 
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Cumbey Sale Hits Snag 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

Don't Let Snow 
Slow You Down TORO® 

www.toro.com 

TURNERS FALLS - The sale 
of the fonner Cumberland Fanns 
building in Turners Falls to 
Montague's local access television 
station, MCCI, appears to be in 
jeopardy. 

At a meeting of the Montague 
Economic Development And 
Industrial Corporation (MEDIC), 
the current owner of the building, a 
member of the MCCI board of 
Directors, Michael Muller, raised 
significant objections to a pro­
posed Land Development 
Agreement (LDA) that would 
accompany the sale. The LDA pro­
poses, among other things, that the 
local access station could forfeit 
the building if it is found not com­
pliant with the agreement. 
According to a memo handed out 
by Muller: 

by Discove1y Center. The building 
is located on land next to the 
Center, a key tourist attraction, and 
faces Avenue A, a block from the 
bridge connecting Turners Falls to 
Route 2. Fmthe1more, any future 
work by MCCI must comply with 
an agreement with the state, known 
as the "512 Agreement," that 
requires renovations be "compati­
ble with the aesthetics of the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center and its use 
with the historical uses of said 
lot..." 

quomm in the early fall. Then in 
November, with a quomm 
obtained, MEDIC sent MCCI a 
draft purchase and sale agreement, 
a "Grant of Right to Purchase the 
Prope1ty", and the proposed LDA. 
In a cover letter MEDIC stated that 
the roof would be repaired with 
town funds. Medic explained their 
core concerns: Mid Winter Sale! 

"Upon review of the LDA ... 
MEDIC appears to desire a situa­
tion where they continue to exe1t 
control over the property in ques­
tion, to the point where they could 
simply walk into the building and 
issue a Writ of Default, whereupon 
if MCCI does not remedy, the 
MEDIC will assume ownership of 
the building." 

The memo requested numerous 
changes in the proposed agree­
ment, including the deletion of sec­
tions that require MEDIC approval 
of future design changes and reno­
vations for a period of fifty years. 

Muller also objected to sugges­
tions by MEDIC that MCCI be 
required to construct a "gabled 
roof' and maintain the building as 
"the site of a gateway for Turners 
Falls." MCCI does not have the 
funds to build such a roof, Muller 
argued, and stressed that the orga­
nization's mission was to provide 
local access television, not serve as 
a tourist center. 

Unfo1tunately the location of 
the former Cumberland Fanns 
building has created concerns 
among local officials, particularly 
about the architectural compatibili­
ty of any renovation with the near-

SEARCH from page 1 

was to develop questions for inter­
views they will conduct with can­
didates for superintendent. The 
MASC will do the initial vetting of 
applicants, examining resumes and 
credentials, and selecting those 
whose experience and backgrotmd 
most closely meet the criteria set 
forth by the school committee. 
MASC plans to submit between 
eight and ten semifinalist candi­
dates to be interviewed by the 
search committee in executive ses­
sion. They will recommend three 
to five candidates to the G-M 
school committee for their final 
selection. 

At the next meeting, the com­
mittee will be asked to select a 
chair and to formulate a list of 10 
to 12 interview questions. Correira 
asked committee members to pre­
pare by studying the sample ques­
tions in their packets. She stressed 
that too many questions restrict the 
opporttmity for more thorough dis­
cussion of issues during follow-up 
questions. 

The situation is 
fm-ther complicated by 
continued leakage in 
the building roof 
despite repairs. 

In 1996, Montague town meet­
ing appropriated $32,000 to pay for 
roof repairs and remediation of 
hazardous materials prior to the 
sale. MEDIC then took control of 
the building in an agreement with 
the state, which owns the adjacent 
buildings and land. The original 
plan was to then sell the building to 
MCCI, which would finance exten­
sive renovations, including a new 
studio and a public meeting room. 
The agency "RiverCulture," which 
promotes a1ts and culture Turners 
Falls, would be given office space 
as well. 

In August MCTV presented 
MEDIC with a proposal and 
requested that the sale take place in 
September so work could begin 
before the winter: 

"The building needs prompt 
attention to remediate mold and to 
repair the roof before further dam­
age is done to the structure. This is 
imperative ... We are not interested 
in owning a building without hav­
ing the time to remediate the issues 
before winter arrives." 

The time frame proved unrealis­
tic, in pa1t because resignations 
from MEDIC made it impossible 
for the organization to meet with a 

The selection process will 
include two more public meetings 
of the search committee; one on 
Feb. 6, where they will finalize 
interview questions, and another 
on Feb. 28, where MASC will 
present the semifinalists to the 
search committee. 

The search committee will con­
duct interviews over a period of 
two weeks in March. Each candi­
date will be asked a series of set 
questions with brief unscripted fol­
low-ups allowed. Inte1views will 
last one hour each with a 15 
minute break in between. 

Choices of final candidates will 
be submitted to the school commit­
tee at a Thursday, Mar. 21 meeting, 
at which point the search commit­
tee members will be discharged 
from their duties. 

For confidentiality reasons, 
only the names of the candidates 
who go on to final consideration 
with an inte1view in an open 
school committee meeting will be 
released to the public. 

Before revealing the candidates 
to the public, members of the 

"Gateway aesthetics are a para­
mount concern. The final proposal 
shall demonstrate consistency with 
Downtown Turners Falls Design 
Guidelines for fa~ade and siding. 
Design by a registered architect is 
preferred ... A design with gabled 
roof is strongly preferred." 

Medic requested a response by 
mid December and a discussion of 
the various docmnents at its Jan. 17 
meeting. Delayed by the holidays, 
MCCI's official response was only 
received just prior to the Janua1y 
meeting. The discussion at that 
meeting was brief: Medic had only 
a tempora1y quormn due to an 
unexpected meeting conflict for 
two members. None of the out­
standing issues were resolved. 

The situation is fuither compli­
cated by continued leakage in the 
building roof despite repairs. 
According to general contractor, 
Louis Hale, the developer working 
with MCCI, significant amounts of 
water has been absorbed tmder the 
floor tiles. This has made it impos­
sible to encapsulate the floor, 
which contains asbestos. Thus the 
building will require a significant 
hazardous waste remediation no 
matter who owns it. There was dis­
cussion at the meeting regarding 
whether the entire roof, or only the 
work done to repair existing splits 
and cracks, was guaranteed for one 
year. 

While last spring's Montague 
town meeting had appropriated 
$30,000 for building repairs, they 
rejected an amendment that 
allowed the funds to be used for 
demolition if that became neces­
sa1y. 

To be continued ... 

school committee, assisted by 
MASC, will conduct site visits. 
Site visits and final interviews are 
planned for the week of Apr. 8. The 
final vote to appoint a new super­
intendent will take place on Apr. 
11. 

Although the search committee 
members come from a wide range 
of backgrounds, some public offi­
cials, some members of the com­
munity whose children or grand­
children attend schools in the dis­
trict, some fonner or current teach­
ers, or retired administrators, all 
displayed a sincere intention to 
find the best person to lead the dis­
trict and give the students, teachers 
and school community a sense of 
stability and continuity. Continuity 
seemed to be the issue most men­
tioned in comments from the com­
munity. 

This community wants a super­
intendent who will come and stay, 
lead the district out of Level 4 sta­
h1s and assist the schools in edu­
cating the sh1dents of this district. 
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Save up to $400 on in stock units! 

Power Clear 

439.99 
• Clears snow down to 

pavement 
• Easy for anyone to use 
• Guaranteed to Start 
• Self propels itself through 

the snow 

Power Max 

899.99 
• Chute, deflector and anti­

clogging system are. r(lade. of a 
durable, rust-free sub zero 
material. 

• Comn,erciaf-grade c.ons!ruction 
for long lile 

• Ideal for large area1/heavy 
snowfalls 

• Powerful Engines-

Are you ready for the snow? If not we have the answer. Come 
down to Green River Powersports and purchase a new Toro 
Snowblower. We have everything from single stage to heavy 
duty 2 stage snowthrowers. 

GREEN RIVER POWER SPORTS 
1 MAIN ROAD, GILL, MA 413.863.4892 
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GREEN 
FIELD~ 

Classes 
begin 
January 25 

• Expanded 
online 
offerings 

• Evening 
courses 

• Friday-only 
classes 

• GCC at 
Smith 
College 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 

Credit Course Information: gcc.mass.edulcredit 

Greenfield Community College 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Gerry G. Simons 
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Personal Injury .._ ________ _ 

P.O. Box 9 • Tmners Falls 
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TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill AboJt-Face 

Computer Solutions 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 
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General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Route 2, Gi 
illing 863-4049 1-800-439-404 . ,· 

Rob Fletcher 
Guitar, vocals, harmonica 
413.423.3027 (t) 
781.405.6801 (m) 
rob@toasttown.com 

Rvmlable for venues of oil kinds including: 
Parties• Restaurants • Weddilv;Js • Events 
Also mi01lobte: The Sinatra sound • TIie greatest songs sung by or Blue Eyesl 
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ART from page 1 

years old, and he never looked a 
day over 30. You tried to interest 
yom kids in some of the early 
adventures that so excited you, but 
they'd already moved on to video 
games where the hyper violence 
made your comic books seem 
tame. 

Did you know that 70% of 
today's comic book readers are 
adults who don't find the kinds of 
violence found in video games 
entertaining? They feel the same 
way about the superhero retreads 
that Hollywood produces. 

Ross 's appeal to these readers is 
not that he copies the heroes as 
they once were. Ross doesn't 
copy; he transforms. His modern 
heroes take on almost mythical 
qualities. They transcend the limi-

TRIBUTE from page 1 

On Sunday afternoon, Jan. 20, the 
Wendell Meetinghouse bell rang at 
the beginning and end of the gather­
ing celebrating Vic Scutari's life. The 
Town Hall was full to overflowing. 
The extended Scutari family sat on 
the stage, people filled all the chairs 
that would fit in the hall, people 
stood out to the edges of the room 
and in the storage room and still 
more people gathered in the street 
outside. Klondike Koehler of 
Klondike Sound provided and oper­
ated a sound system so people could 
hear the proceedings outside the hall. 

The Scutaris first came to Western 
Massachusetts to stand in protest 
when the IRS seized and sold the 
Colrain house belonging to Randy 
Kehler and Betsy Comer who were 
withholding federal war taxes. 
Kehler was unable to attend due to 
illness, but sent a statement praising 
Vic's "great moral conviction and 
detennination ... sense of humor and 
playfulness." 

In 1992, during the 500th year 
anniversary of the 1492 "discove1y" 
of America, Vic completed a 28-day 
fast on the Capitol steps in 
Washington, in solidarity with 
Ame1ican indigenous people. That 
fast tmcovered symptoms later diag­
nosed as Parkinson's disease. In 
response to his diagnosis, Vic, Patti, 
and their children held a family 
meeting and decided to change their 
lives, buy the Cotmtiy Store, and 
move to Wendell. 

Ria Windcaller recalled Vic's 
advent on the Wendell scene, a cap 
on his head at a rakish tilt and wear­
ing shorts, the better to show off his 
fit legs. Windcaller said she won­
dered at "these classy people from 
Long Island" - a "wave that came up 
from Long Island and cleared eve1y­
thing up." 

tations and insecurities of the 
early heroes as well as the pes­
simistic visions of their creators to 
embody a new kind of strength 
and optimism about people and 
their ability to triumph in spite of 
the human condition - even if 
occasionally they need a little 
super heroic help. Ross's 
Superman, for example, has a 
more modest sensibility to go 
along with the earlier incarna­
tion's super human strength, x-ray 
vision, and ability to fly faster 
than a speeding bullet. 

How does Ross accomplish this 
combination of power and humili­
ty in his drawings of the man from 
K1ypton? "By keeping the feet 
together and pointed outward," he 
tells us in the exhibit catalogue, 
which is printed as a comic book. 
"By keeping the hands in fists, but 

Vic and Patti's waimth and gen­
erosity made the store and Deja 
Brew pub centers of Wendell com­
munity life. Patti told the gathe1ing 
that, within weeks of buying the 
store, Vic envisioned a pub. The for­
mer video/soda/dog food comer of 
the store was renovated into the Deja 
Brew in 2005, financed in part by 
innovative community Inicroloans 
from community members secured 
by coupons good for food and diink 
at the future pub. 

According to Kevin Baleno, "he 
ran the store with my mother as long 
as he physically could." But the 
Parkinson's symptoms increased 
over time, ai1d, as the yeai·s went on, 
Vic required more cai·e from his 
wife, childi·en and personal care 
attendants. His Inind remained sharp, 
but his body was failing. 

At the life celebration, people 
talked of Vic's kindness, diy hmnor 
and how much he enjoyed life and 
enjoyed people. Long Island fiiend 
Joe Hamilton said Vic proved that 
"the hard work of peace work does­
n't have to be humorless." Hainilton 
recounted going to the Salvadoran 
embassy to get a visa with a letter of 
suppo1t wiitten on the letterhead of 
the store that Vic was nmning at the 
time. As Hamilton sat at the embassy, 
he re-read the letter and noticed the 
motto Vic had wiitten tmder the 
Sweater Loft store logo: "Put your 
tits in our knits." 

Bill Brasotti, a fellow Bread and 
Roses worker of Vic's, told the gath­
e1ing that Vic "wanted to make the 
world more child f1iendly, more 
peaceful for eve1yone ... He chose to 
pitch his tent with the poor. . . and 
became 1ich in the only way that 
really matters - in meaning and 
truth." 

Son-in-law Tom Donnelly said he 
was one of a few privileged people 
who had mariied into the family. "It 
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relatively relaxed and at his sides. 
The key is that his cape does all 
his talking for him - it creates a 
flamboyant sense of movement so 
he doesn't have to." 

Similarly, Ross's Plastic Man is 
a combination of power and 
humor: "The liquid nature of his 
body is his defense against taking 
it too seriously." That he does 
what he does behind big, modern, 
sunglasses serves to underscore 
the fun. 

In addition to his mother, 
Lynette, a successful fashion illus­
trator who was sketching Bat Lady 
long before Alex was born, Ross 
cites Salvador Dali, Andrew 
Loomis, and Andy Warhol as 
major influences. He also owes a 
special debt to No1man Rockwell: 
"Eve1y time I see one of his paint­
ings, the level of detail, the 

was easy to fall in love with Vic's 
children because it was easy to fall in 
love with Vic." 

Vic was strong, both physically 
and spiiitually, and did not back 
down in the face of opposition. 
Except once when he told Patti, "I 
won't mairy you." She told him she 
would not live with him without 
maniage. He then said, "OK, so we'll 
get mall'ied." 

He was born in the Bronx, played 
baseball on the Voice of Long Beach 
team and stayed a loyal Yankees fai1 
even after relocatiI1g to New 
Englai1d. One day, while he was sit­
ting in front of the com1tiy store, a 
Red Sox fan tam1ted, ''Did you hear? 
The Yankees lost the playoff game." 
Vic replied, "I know ... It's a sign of 
the last days." 

At the celebration, Richard Chase 
sang one of Vic's fav01ites: Willie 
Nelson's love song "You Were 
Always on My Mind," with lyrics 
regretting not expressing love often 
enough or soon enough: "Little 
things I should have said ai1d done/ I 
just never took the time .. ./ You were 
always on my mind ... " 

Summoning up Vic's lifelong 
work for peace and justice, 
Moonlight Davis sang John 
Lennon's "Imagine:"" ... no need for 
grief or hunger/ a brotherhood of 
1nan ... " 

As the celebration of life ended, 
Patti invited people to the Deja Brew, 
where she said that Vic would buy 
eve1yone a drink. Potluck food cov­
ered four tables iI1 the front room of 
the pub, and people were packed iI1 
so tight that it was almost impossible 
to move to the back room where 
there was even more potluck food. 

Robbie Leppzer videoed the 
inspiiing and humbling celebration 
of Vic Scutaii's life and will give a 
copy to the Wendell Free 

Library. II 

amount of work he obviouc 
ly put into it, just knocks ' 
out." Nowhere is Ross's 
admiration more evi­
dent than in his 
painting of the ear­
lier master. If it 
weren't for the 
flag draped over 
Rockwell's 
shoulder, you 
would think the 
painting was a 
self-portrait 
"The American 
flag is his cape, 
and he's certain­
ly not striking 
any kind of 
pose, not seem­
ing majestic in 
that way, but 
showing a very 
humble dignity 
and strength." 

Then there's 
Ross singularly 
best work. The 
one in which 
he uses his 
extraordinary 
talent to make 
his most pow­
erful and 
prophetic 
statement: 
Uncle Sam. 
Work in 

January 24, 2013 

from the image made 
popular during World 
War I by James 

Montgomery Flagg, 
;rispired by the realism 

1an Rockwell used 
he Uncle Sam he 

created after the second 
World War, and sobered 
by the clueless Uncle 
Sam Andy Warhol pop­
ularized during the 
rebellious s1xt1es, 
Ross's 1997 rendi­

tion portrays our 
country's icon as 
threadbare, 
homeless, sad­
dened, and 

depressed as he 
wanders through a 

bleak, unidentified land­
scape that has become all too 
familiar to many Americans 
today. 

"What: Heroes and 
Villains: The Art of Alex 
Ross" is on display through 
Feb. 24 at the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge. For more infor­
mation, call the museum at 

413-298-4100. 

The portrait of Norman Rockwell with an American flag draped over his shoulder 
PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Mars IS Boring 
We may have seen photographs of Mars with 

canyons, ravines,and deltas. It would appear that 
Mars has had water which has eroded the landscape, 
much like the Grand canyon. This brings new and 
exciting hope of water under the surface. 

I fmd it interesting how man's quest for discover­
ing new things is so strong. It was not too long ago we 
went to the moon--you do remember the moon. In 
2015 Russia plans to go there in search of water. 

With the new year only weeks old, I wonder what 
discoveries we have found about ourselves, internal 
things, that we have resolved to try to change. How 
many of these issues were on last year's list? 

The Bible says: "Therefore,if anyone is in 
Christ,he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have 
become new." 

(Il Corinthians 5:17) 

Knowing Jesus Christ as Savior begins a new life for 
us. ,ve, because of Christ, change internally. Old 
things pass away. New things take control, things of 
God. He recreates you and I 

Remember God does not create space junk. 
This is: As Written 

We are Calvary Baptist Church 
10 Prospect Street, Turners Falls 

God~ blessings are yours. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

No POWER! No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield~ 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2.481 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

Qr:li Jol1n~on. CQwO~o·, 
ABR, CRB, CRS, CRI, SRES 
41'3-f:6•J L)7'}6 • Geri)ohn,on~Rraltor.com 

Don'l settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cer6fied Resldenti,I Spec/al/sf) 
nl) 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigiws ooigllillion. 

The CRS is my bldge of ex~rlise and iour s/11efd 01 
ssurance. Put iour lrusl in the best 10 gel lhP job done. 
Vht'lher !>.tying selling or reier!llg, Jllfa) s choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 'lO ~fo\s ,it• ~'llrit'~. 

07 
iti\Gi4%i4 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
liiiiiiiild (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.com 44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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UMass Amherst Study May Explain Why Wolves are 

Forever Wild, But Dogs Can Be Tamed 
AMHERST - Dogs and wolves 
are genetically so similar, it's been 
difficult for biologists to under­
stand why wolves remain fiercely 
wild, while dogs can gladly 
become "man's best friend." Now, 
doctoral research by evolutiona1y 
biologist Kathryn Lord at the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst suggests the different 
behaviors are related to the ani­
mals' earliest senso1y experiences 
and the critical period of social­
ization. Details appear in the cur­
rent issue of Ethology. 

Until now, little was known 
about sensory development in 
wolf pups, and assumptions were 
usually extrapolated from what is 
known for dogs, Lord explained. 
This would be reasonable, except 
scientists already know there are 
significant differences in early 
development between wolf and 
dog pups, chief among them, tim­
ing of the ability to walk, she 
added. 

To address this knowledge gap, 
Lord studied responses of seven 
wolf pups and 43 dogs to both 

walking and exploring without 
fear and will retain familiarity 
throughout their lives with those 
things they contact. Domestic 
dogs can be introduced to hwnans, 
horses and even cats at this stage 
and be comfortable with them for­
ever. But as the period progresses, 
fear increases and after the win­
dow closes, new sights, sounds 
and smells will elicit a fear 
response. 

Through observations, Lord 
confinned that both wolf pups and 
dogs develop the sense of smell at 
age two weeks, hearing at four 
weeks and vision by age six weeks 
on average. However, these two 
subspecies enter the critical period 
of socialization at different ages. 
Dogs begin the period at four 
weeks, while wolves begin at two 
weeks. Therefore, how each sub­
species experiences the world dur­
ing that all-impo1tant month is 
extremely different, and likely 
leads to different developmental 
paths, she said. 

Lord repo1ted for the first time 
that wolf pups are still blind and 
deaf when they begin to walk and 
explore their environment at age 
two weeks. "No one knew this 
about wolves, that when they 
begin exploring they're blind and 
deaf and rely primarily on smell at 
this stage, so this is very excit­
ing," she noted. 

She added, "When wolf pups 
first sta1t to hear, they are fright­
ened of the new sounds initially, 
and when they first start to see 
they are also initially afraid of 
new visual stimuli. As each sense 
engages, wolf pups experience a 
new round of sensory shocks that 
dog puppies do not." 

A Border Collie named Griff 
form interspecies social attach- explain why, if you want to social­
ments, notably with humans, Lord ize a dog with a human or a horse, 
said. This new information has all you need is 90 minutes to 
implications for managing wild introduce them between the ages 
and captive wolf populations, she of four and eight weeks. After 
said. that, a dog will not be afraid of 

Her experiments analyzed the humans or whatever else you 
behavior of three groups of young introduced. Of course, to build a 
animals: 11 wolves from three lit- real relationship takes more time. 
ters and 43 dogs total. Of the But with a wolf pup, achieving 
dogs, 33 border collies and even close to the same fear reduc­
Ge1man shepherds were raised by tion requires 24-hour contact 
their mothers and a control group starting before age three weeks, 
of 10 Gennan shepherd pups were and even then you won't get the 
hand-raised, meaning a human same attachment or lack of fear." 
was introduced soon after bi1th. 

At the gene level, she added, 
"the difference may not be in the 
gene itself, but in when the gene is 
turned on. The data help to 

This story was contributed by 
the UMass Amherst Office of 
News and Media Relations. 

An Arctic Wo!f at the zoo 

Meanwhile, dog pups only 
begin to explore and walk after all 
three senses, smell, hearing and 
sight, are functioning. Overall, 
"It's quite sta1tling how different 
dogs and wolves are from each 
other at that early age, given how 
close they are genetically. A litter 
of dog puppies at two weeks are 
just basically little puddles, 
unable to get up or walk around. 
But wolf pups are exploring 
actively, walking strongly with 
good coordination and starting to 
be able to climb up little steps and 
hills." 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: poetry@mon­
taguereporter.org for con­
sideration in the monthly 
Poetry Page. Include 25-

word bio. Poems may also 
be posted to Montague 
Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience 
necessary, as a poet. 

Servant's Hands 
Massage Therapy 
First Session: 112 Price! 

(with this coupon) 

- Chair & Table Massage 
- Relaxing Swedish 
- Individualized 
- Deep Tissue 
- $25/ 1/2 hr 
- $4011 hr 

Kelly Bourd 
Bradford Hall Ca 

CHRISTINA'S 
RESTAURANT 

413-422-1161 
20 French King Hwy, Rt 2 Erving 

Italian Entrees! Piz.za! 
Appeti2ers! Salads! 

Soups! Grinders! 
Desserts! Caoooli! 
Tuesdays-Sundays 4-9pm 

familiar and new smells, sounds 
and visual stimuli, and tested them 
weekly. She found they did indeed 
develop their senses at the same 
time. But her study also revealed 
new information about how the 
two subspecies of Canis lupus 
experience their environment dur­
ing a four-week developmental 
window called the critical period 
of socialization, and the new facts 
may significantly change under­
standing of wolf and dog develop-
ment. 

When the socialization window 
is open, wolf and dog pups begin 

These significant, develop­
ment-related differences in dog 
and wolf pups' experiences put 
them on distinctly different trajec­
tories in relation to the ability to German Shepherd Dog. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

=-72 
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Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Auto Accident 
Insurance Accepted 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTlON 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace P1·oducts 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy to choose the right unit 
to suit your lifestyle. 

lvw,.v.shanahansupply.com 
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnen Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Chappell's Auto Service 
Qi«<uty llu,d,Ca,-• b T,ucko,Si.,\(;C, l 947 

'Q3 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L 
ALL POWER, 

LIKE NEW! 
PRICE REDUCED 

$6,990 

07 TOYOTA YARIS 
Hatchback, New Tires, 
Alloy Wheols, -~P' 
Cruise Control, , 
Great mpg! 
$8,990 

07 TOYOA COROLLA 
Auto, AC, 
CD, Cleon 

$8,990 



8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER January 24, 2013 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD MERING 

Wendell's January 16 Selectboard 
Table Held No Treats 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SElECTBOARD MERING 

Budget Advisory Committee Has 
Its Work Cut Out for It 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The board began its 
meeting by passing around 
a card of sympathy for the 
family of Vic Scutari. 

Nan Riebschlaeger, chair 
of the energy committee, 
was the meeting's first 
attendee. She said Wendell, 
as a designated green com­
munity, is eligible for grants 
totaling $138,125 to be used 
for lowering the town's 
energy use, and making the 
town's energy less reliant 
on fossil fuels. The town 
must submit its first grant 
application by Jan. 25. 

Riebschlaeger had two 
suggestions for selectboard 
approval. First was a 
request for $12,500 to con­
duct a level two ASHRAE 
(American Society of 
Heating Refrigeration and 
Air Conditioning 
Engineers) audit for town 
buildings. She said the 
buildings that can probably 
get the largest reduction in 
energy use are the highway 
garage and town hall, 
although the new town 
office building and libra1y, 
along with the recently 
insulated senior center, may 
also have room for 
improvement. 

Her second suggestion 
was to request $4,000 for a 
town-owned thermal imag­
er, coupled with software 
that can produce a CD. This 
thermal image could be 
used on town buildings to 
show heat loss, and with 
some guidance, could be 
lent to homeowners to help 
them direct their own ener­
gy conservation efforts. 

The selectboard 
approved both requests by 
unanimous vote. 

After the first Jan. 25 
grant application deadline, 
the town will have time to 
think of other uses for the 
grant money. One thought 
Riebschlaeger voiced was a 
revolving loan fund to help 
homeowners insulate their 
houses, though she added 
that if the money is returned 
to the town, then the town 
will not be eligible for more 
in upcoming years. 

Selectboard chair 

Christine Heard reported 
that Wendell signed the 
Union 28 benefits agree­
ment, including Provision 
9, which states that Union 
28 communities will contin­
ue to pay earned benefits to 
U28 retirees in the event 
that the union dissolves. 
Both Leverett and 
Shutesbury have recently 
paid their share of benefits, 
thus resolving the U-28 
hostage crisis. 

The school regionaliza­
tion study committee chose 
to reorganize so that it no 
longer includes a quorum of 
the school committee, 
which has required double 
posting of their meetings. 

School committee mem­
ber Dick Baldwin quit the 
regionalization study com­
mittee, and Jess Zaykoski 
will be appointed. 

Heard said that Shay 
Cooper, as owner of the 
only house found in the 
FRCOG maps of the town's 
flood zones, will come to 
the next selectboard meet­
ing to learn more about the 
national flood insurance 
program. If the town joins 
the program, the Coopers 
will be required to buy 
flood insurance through the 
program (at a reduced rate), 
but if the town does not 
join, they may not be able to 
get flood insurance at all. 

The next quarterly meet­
ing of the town's money 
managers will be Jan. 30, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. just prior to 
the regular selectboard 
meeting. Heard said it 
seems like time to conduct a 
regular evaluation of the 
town's chief financial over­
seer, Nancy Aldrich. 

The town needs to send a 
representative to contract 
negotiations for the Swift 
River education association. 
Board member Dan Keller 
said that Ted Lewis has 
always attended those meet­
ings, and that he, Keller, 
would ask him, Lewis, to 
go. The meeting will be 
held at Swift River School 
on Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. The con­
tract negotiations will start 
later in the meeting. 

Aldrich repo1ted that the 
town is being charged 

$2,000 for each anchor 
institution that MBI (the 
Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute) connects to its 
"1niddle mile" fiber optic 
line. 

Heard reported that ve1y 
few co-captains have 
resigned from their respon­
sibility to check on neigh­
bors in a widespread elec­
tricity disruption or other 
emergency. She is looking 
for someone on the first part 
of Locke Hill Road and Old 
Stage Road, and someone 
else on the near part of 
Farley Road, between the 
town and the junction with 
Mormon Hollow Road. 

As chair, Heard signed a 
contract extension for the 
Cronquist property acquisi­
tion by the state DCR, 
although the paperwork is 
not complete. 

The meeting ended after 
John Casilio rented the 
town hall for the six days 
ending Saturday, July 20, 
2013, as backup and over­
flow for an outdoor wed­
ding planned on West Street 
on July 20. Casilio was rea­
sonably sure that use of the 
town hall would be light, if 
at all, and that in the event 
of rain on the wedding day, 
not eve1yone expected on 
West Street would try to 
crowd into the town hall. 

Correcting my own mis­
understanding in the report 
on the Jan. 2 Wendell 
selectboard meeting, 
Riebschlaeger is not on the 
kitchen committee, but as 
chair of the energy commit­
tee, has paid close attention 
to its activity. 

The kitchen group began 
at a town hall food security 
forum sponsored by the 
energy c01mnittee in May 
2012. People at that fomm 
separated into groups to dis­
cuss topics brought up in 
the general discussion that 
interested them most. The 
group focused on education, 
and decided to restore the 
town hall kitchen, not so 
much an energy concern, an 
education concern or a food 
security concern, but just 
something worth doing. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

The newly fo1med budget 
review committee got hand­
ed a weighty brief from the 
selectboard on Tuesday, Jan. 
22. Leverett residents Stuart 
Warner, an accountant, and 
Doug Darif, a banker, who 
will be assisted by fo1mer 
town accountant Teny Allen, 
have been asked by the board 
to take a fresh look at all 
town and school expendi­
tures, and to then advise the 
board, in the words of select­
board chair Rich Brazeau, 
"Are we spending the money 
we take in wisely? Are there 
areas we need to adjust?" 

Not only that, as board 
member Peter d'Enico said, 
"There has been ve1y little 
discussion about how do you 
handle budgets in a time of 
real liinits to resources, and 
no new growth." 

Board members said glob­
al and national fiscal instabil­
ity gets passed down to the 
states and then to localities, 
which are forced to do more 
with less financially, while at 
the same time, individual 
taxpayers are feeling the 
same constraints, retirees in 
pa1ticular, and therefore the 
option of simply raising 
taxes to cover expenses 
locally is unpalatable. 

Julie Shively asked the 
new co1mnittee to take a look 
at spending in comparably 
sized communities, to see if 
Leverett was being exces­
sively generous with any of 
its outlays. 

The board pointed out that 
the town has been taxing to 

within a a hair's breadth of 
the levy limit for the last few 
years, state aid is flat yet the 
town is being asked to pre­
fund retiree health benefits to 
the tune of $75,000 a year, 
and the town's cash rese1ves 
are at their lowest levels in 
decades. 

As if these dire po1tents 
were not enough for an ad 
hoc adviso1y collllnittee to 
grapple with, town clerk Lisa 
Stratford has one more ques­
tion she wanted the trio to 
address. "What would hap­
pen" to town finances, she 
asked hypothetically, "if the 
town's biggest taxpayer falls 
ill and his wife decides not to 
stay in town and sells the 
property to a non-profit... 
what would the town do?" 
The figure of $250,000 in 
annual prope1ty taxes was 
then suggested as hanging in 
the balance, in case her ques­
tion proved to be more than 
hypothetical. 

At about this point, 
Warner apologized but said 
personal commitments 
would prevent him from 
doing much work with the 
new co1mnittee for the next 
few months. The selectboard 
said they would still wel­
come his involvement, and 
hoped a time frame of a year 
would be sufficient for the 
budget advisers to gain a 
working overview of the 
town's balance sheet and 
reh1rn with recommenda­
tions. 

In the meanwhile, 
Brazeau offered his own 
assessment in support of 
comments made last week by 

finance collllnittee chair Don 
Gibavic, that despite a pend­
ing $100,000 increase pro­
jected in Leverett's share of 
the regional school budget, 
the town should be able to 
make it through the cmTent 
budget cycle without reso1t­
ing to an ovenide of 
Proposition 2½. 

D'Enico said the select­
board tends to focus on the 
school budget not only 
because it takes up the lion's 
share of the town's expendi­
hires, but also because, as he 
put it, "It is the most resistant 
to new thinking. It's like a 
religious issue, trying to 
make change there." 

He added, "The argu­
ments are emotional, or 
based on political conect­
ness. They say, 'How can 
you do th.is? The kids need 
these things' Well, I think the 
kids need a ftmctioning com­
munity. They need that more 
than they need new iPads." 

In other news, the board 
appointed Tom Powers to be 
their representative to the 
school co1mnittee in ongoing 
contract negotiations with 
teachers. The board will also 
ask the agriculhiral collllnis­
sion to act promptly on a 
complaint from neighbors on 
Teawaddle Hill Road, who 
complained last year about 
the noise of a guard dog bark­
ing at night while on duty 
guarding sheep at 
Winterbeny Fann. It is hoped 
the agriculrural cotmnission 
can help to facilitate a solu­
tion to the problem that meets 
the needs of all concerned. 

see LEVERETT page 9 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 

Motor Vehicle Accidents and Complaints 
Monday, I/14-
6:20 a.m. Suspicious motor vehicle 
reported on Dole Road. Checked 
out OK; resident from 
Bernardston. 
I I:30 a.m. Motor vehicle accident 
at Main Road and Route 2. Tractor 
Trailer Unit vs. passenger car; 
under investigation. 
I:20 p.m. Department of Children 
Services regarding past issue with 
parent/ child on French King 
Highway. 
9:00 p.m. Armed robbery at Main 
Street business. Assisted 
Northfield police . 
Tuesday, I/IS 
8:30 a.m. Juvenile Court for arrest-

ed resident from Chapell Drive. 
5:05 p.m. Annoying behavior situa­
tion reported at Northfield Motmt 
Hermon relating to a past restrain­
ing order. 
W~-tay, I/16 
7:10 a.m. Past larceny of motor 
vehicle parts from Frend1 King 
Highway reported. 
3:00 p.m. Harassment prevention 
order issued Mount Hermon 
Campus. 
6:IO p.m. Restraining order issued 
to party on Motmtain Road. 
Friday. 1/18 
8:55 a.m. Animal complaint on 
Hoe Shop Road; taken to cotmty 
dog kennel. 

6:30 p.m. Arrested resident on 
Boyle Road for three default war­
rants; subject transported to House 
of Correction. 

Saturday. 1/19 
6:IO p.m. Motor vehicle complaint 
of cars parking in roadway on 
Myrtle Street. Motor vehicle 
moved upon request. 
Sunday. 1/W 
12:15 p.m. Motor vehicle accident 
on Main Road at Frend1 King 
Highway; under investigation. 
4:20 p.m. Suspicious person on the 
French King Bridge with no jacket; 
no one located. 
6:00 p.m. Assisted Bernardston 
police with arrest warrant. 
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PLANS from page 1 
or space. 

Building 9, one of the 
smaller buildings, contains a 
working, but idle, hydroelec­
tric turbine belonging to the 
Swift River Hydro Company. 
Having taken the rest of the 
complex for back taxes in 
2010, the town has worked 
hard to make it attractive to 
reinvestment, though any 
developer will face a tangle 
of legal and logistical chal­
lenges. 

The town pointedly 
announced it was 
looking for "the 
1nost creative 
approach to the 
rehabilitation and 
reuse of the struc­
tures," and "the pro­
posal that promises 
to contribute 1nost 
significantly to the 
economic develop­
ment of the town." 

In its Request for 
Proposals (RFP) issued in 
November, the town split the 
property into three segments, 

LEVERETT from page 8 
cemed. 

Shively repo1ted that the 
regional school planning dis­
trict board, which is made up 
of three members from each 
of the four towns in the 
Amherst-Pelham Regional 
School Di.strict, will hold its 
next meeting on Sah1rday, 
Feb. 2, at the Amherst middle 
school at 1 p m .. The public 
is welcome to attend and ask 
questions of the group, which 
is studying the possibility of 
regionalizing Leverett, 
Shutesbmy and Pelham ele­
menta1y schools with 
Amherst. Educational and 
financial consultants hired by 
the plamling board will give 
their report at this meeting. 

If the planning board 
decides to go fo1ward with 
the initiative, the timeline 
calls for town meeting votes 
to take place in November of 
this year to detenni.ne the 
fuhire govemance of the ele­
menta1y schools in the four 
towns. "It's really important 
for people to go and ask 
questions," said Shively. 

Finally, d'En-i.co repo1ted 
that over 20 bidders showed 
up to pack the town hall 

inv1tmg proposals for one, 
two, or all of them. The town 
pointedly announced it was 
looking for "the most cre­
ative approach to the rehabil­
itation and reuse of the stmc­
tures," and "the proposal that 
promises to contribute most 
significantly to the economic 
development of the town." 

Whether either of the sub­
mitted proposals shows the 
right combination of those 
qualities has yet to be seen, 
though town residents and 
officials are likely to bear in 
mind that the most recent pri­
vate owner, the Swift River 
Group (unrelated to the 
Hydro Company) was unable 
to align hoped-for invest­
ment despite its strong and 
creative vision for the build­
ings' use. 

Clt>anup 
Speaking in his offices at 

Town Hall last week, Town 
Planner Walter Ramsey was 
clear on the significance of 
the Building 10 cleanup's 
completion: "It's getting us 
closer to being able to rede­
velop the site." Destroyed in 
May 2007 by a fire set by 
Jonathan Tanzer, a former 

meeting room on Tuesday, 
looking for a chance to bid 
on Leverett's $3.6 million 
build-out and first year main­
tenance for the town's 
municipal fiber optic net­
work, which will allow every 
household and business in 
town access to high speed 
intemet services. The bid will 
be awarded by March, 
d'En-i.co said. 

Although the system is 
planned to be financed 
through an increase in prop­
erty taxes, offset by a decline 
in cun-ent monthly charges to 
residents for internet or tele­
phone service, the board is 
also seeking other funding 
possibilities to pay for the 
ambitious project. In pa1ticu­
lar, d'En-i.co has submitted a 
$4.6 million grant on behalf 
of the town to the Economic 
Development Assistance 
Adnlinistration, hoping to tap 
into federal funds to pay for 
the fiber optic network, and 
for three cell phone towers in 
town, as well. 
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employee of the building's 
then-owner, the building's 
mbble posed a practical, aes­
thetic, and environmental 
hazard. 

"We're con1ing from 
experience in the 
Northampton area, 
where development 
has gotten to a point 
of gridlock - not a lot 
of room for alterna­
tive models ... " 

- Andrew Huckins 
of ThreshHold 

Cooperative 

S&R Corporation of 
Lowell handled the cleanup 
job, which was designed and 
monitored for environmental 
compliance by Tighe & 
Bond. The bill was steep, but 
the tO\\'Il was able to secure a 
significant amount of outside 
funding. A $200,000 federal 
EPA grant and a $130,000 
low-interest, revolving-fund 
loan from the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Govemments covered most 
of the cost, with a $24,000 
direct contribution approved 
by town meetings. 

Ken Schelling, mill man­
ager at the abutting 
Southworth Company, was 
enthusiastic in his praise for 
the work S&R did on a job 
"long overdue - we've been 

looking at that pile since the 
fire happened. They did a 
great job: very thorough, 
very meticulous." Schelling 
spoke of watching a heavy 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 
Downtown Turners Break Ins 

Sunday 1/6 
I :52 :un. Suspicious auto reported at 
Hillside Plastics Inc, 262 Millers Falls. 
Unable to locate. 
7 :34 p.m. Suspicious person at Scotty's 
Convenience Store on Unity Street in 
Ttirners Falls. 

Monday. 1/7 
12:54 am. Annoying harassing phone 
calls to Third Street apartment in 
Turners Falls; Advised of options. 
I 0:50 a.m. Illegal dumping on Sandy 
Lane in T urner:s Falls. 

2:34 p nL Vandalism in area of Bridge 
of Names in Lake Pleasant. 
6:33 pnL Domestic disturbance at■ 
Fourth Street in T urner:s Falls. Tuesday, 
1/8 
3:36 p 1n General disttirbance, ■ 
Central Street. Services rendered. 

8:43 p.m. Threatening/harassment, • 
4th St. Advised of options. 
Wednesday, 1/9 
12:I 4 a.m. Motor vehicle violation, 7th 
and J Sts. Citation issued. 
I:48 am. Medical emergency, .7th 
St. Removed to hospital 
8:06 a.nL Threatening/harassment, ■ 
Griswold St. Advised of options. 
12:38 p.nL Motor vehicle violation in 
front of Food City. Citation issued. 
5:12 pnL Annoying/harassing phone 

calls, - Randall Rd. Advised of 
options. 
8: I 4 p.m. Threatening/harassment, 

-G St. Advised of options. 
II:47 ptn 

, arrested on 
default warrant in alley behind St. 
Stan's. 
Thuaday. 1/10 
I 0: I 5 a.in General disttirbance, •th 
St. Services rendered. 
3:27 p.m. Vandalistn, ■ Central St. 
Referred to officer. 
7:02 p.m. Medical emergency, • 4th 
St. Removed to hospital. 
Friday, I/II 
10:26 p.nL Motor vehicle accident, 
Lake Pleasant and Green Pond Rds. 
Velucle intpounded. 
Sm.day, 1/U 
2:07 p.m. Larceny, -Turnpike Rd. 
Referred to officer. 

4:46 p.m. Restraining order violation 
on Montague City Rd. Summons 
issued. 
II :20 p nL Bwglary, Pipiones Sport 
Shop, Avenue A. Investigated. 
II :30 pm. Domestic disttirbance, ■ 
Meadow Rd. Services rendered. 

I I :57 p.m. Domestic disturbance, -
3rd St. Advised of options. 
Sunday. 1/13 

In.ride Building 11 

machine operator "so accu­
rate, he was segregating the 
piles into metals and salvage­
able brick - it was amazing to 
see the accuracy. He could 

8:42 a.nL Burglary, Carriage House 
Designs, Canal St. Services rendered. 
12:15 pm Cat st:ruclc, L St. Referred 
to other agency. 
5:02 p.m. Suspicious persons at the 
Cumberland Farms, smnmons issued to 
two minors. 
Monday, 1/14 
7:06 a.m. Burglary, Shanahan 
Construction, Avenue A. Investigated. 
8:53 aJlL Burglary, Parks & Rec office, 
Unity Park. Investigated. 
8:57 a.m. Burglary, Couttire Bros., 
Avenue A. Itwestigated. 
9:30 a 1n Larceny, 11w d1estnut Hill 
Rel Referred to other agency. 
I0:17 a.nL Fire, - Federal St. 
Referred to other agency. 
12:45 p.1n Domestic disturbance, -
2nd St. Arrested~ 

, for domestic assault and 
battery. 
12:57 pm. Fight, Avenue A at 4th St. 
Services rendered. 
2:04 pm. Burglary, St. Kazimierz, 
Avenue A. Report taken. 
I0:41 p.tn Domestic disttirbance,. 
4th St. Investigated. 
Tuesday, 1/15 
I :26 am. Domestic disttirbance, ■ 
5th St. Services rendered. 
3:05 am. Domestic disturbance, • 
3rd St. Investigated. 
7:38 a.m. Vandalism, post office, 

Avenue A. Report taken. 
12:50 p.m. Illegal dmnping, • 

9 

have picked up a peanut but­
ter sandwich with that thing." 

Today, the site is a clear 

see PLANS page 10 

Newton St. Investigated. 
4:14 p.m. Attempted breaking & enter­
ing, 2nd St. Bakery, 4d1 St. Report 
taken. 
6:06 Suspicious person, 

Hardware, Avenue A. 

by asportation. 
7:07 p 1n Larceny, ■ Farren Ave. 
Report taken. 
9:47 p.nL Motor vehicle violation, 

Federal St. at N. Leverett Rel Citation 
issued. 
Wednesday, 1/16 
2:30 a.m. Bwglary and Breaking and 
Entering at d1e Montague Elles Lodge 
on I Elles Avenue in Turners Falls. 
3:13 a.m. Bwglary and Breaking and 
Entering at Ristorante Di.Paolo on 
A,'entte A in Turners Falls. 
3:37 a.m. Bwglary and Breaking and 
Entering at Ed's Barber Shop on 
A,'entte A in Turners Falls. 

3:43 a.m. Burglary and Breaking and 
Entering at the Shady Glen on Avemte 
A in Ttirner:s Falls. 

12:12 pm. Assault at ~hird Street 
in Ttirner:s Falls. 
12:26 pm. Assault at -hird Stree in 
Ttirner:s Falls. 
3:46 p.1n Vandalism at ~t Main 
Street in Millers Falls. 
9:30 p.nL Domestic disturbance at ■ 
Park Street in Turners Falls. 
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PLANS from pg 9 
patch of snowy ground, with a sec­
tion of foundation left intact to help 
the site remain eligible for historic 
preservation tax credits, should a 
futme developer seek to rebuild on 
that foundation. 

Building 11: "The Most Ready" 
Pedestrians and cyclists looking at 

the visually iconic mills from the 
bike path across the canal, and driv­
ers turning onto Canal Street above, 
can see another recent improvement 
just to the left of the now-clear 
Building 10 lot. Last spring, four 
Northfield artists, commissioned by 
an award from the international 
Riverscaping project, affixed a ClllV­
ing grid of moving minors to the 
facade of Building 11. On a very 
windy day, these miffors sway, evok­
ing a rippling river of light across the 
red brick. 

Both of the pending proposals 
now seek to fill that building with a 
river of aitists, activists and entrepre­
neurs. 

One, submitted by Flight Patterns, 
LLC, a teain led by BJ Wai-shaw ai1d 
Maiie Rossettie of Union, NJ, and 
Joel Roston of Brighton, sees the 
adaptive reuse of Building 11 as the 
crncial fu-st step in a phased project 
eventually encompassing the entire 
complex. The building, which 
appears alone as "Segment r• in the 
town's RFP, "is the most ready - fur­
ther development should expand out­
ward from there," said Warshaw on 
Monday night. 

According to Wai·shaw, Flight 

Though many would 
see the limited vehi­
cle access to the 
buildings as a draw­
back, BJ Warshaw of 
Flight Patterns sees 
a silver lining: a 
chance to "make the 
island ... into a model 
green community ... " 

Patterns' intent is "revitalizing the 
Mill with environmental activism in 
mind." He and Rossettie fast saw the 
Strathmore while visiting friends in 
Turners Falls in 2011. They have 
been working since that visit on a 
plan to make use of the buildings. 
"We were just blo\.vn away to see the 
facto1y. I had been living for yeai·s in 
renovated factory spaces in Brooklyn 
. . . I was used to seeing any similar 
spaces either renovated, or torn down 
to make condos. It's a really unique 
resource." 

Flight Patterns hopes to transform 
the Strathmore into a "multiplllpose 
facility," including a1tist live-work 
spaces, perfonnance space, musiciai1 
studios, a homesteading school, and 

other facilities for adult education. 
Their website posted b11efly this 
month a description of"a green com­
munity center devoted to arts, educa­
tion, agiiculture, commerce, and sus­
tainability." 

Though many would see the lim­
ited vehicle access to the buildings as 
a drawback, Warshaw sees a silver 
lining: a chance to "make the island ... 
into a model green community, an 
example of what post-industrial 
spaces could be turned into, as 
opposed to just retrofitting these 
buildings without an eye to energy 
efficiency... We're inclined to see 
histo11cal spaces reused in a way 
that's deferential to their past, but 
also [looks] towai·d prese1ving them 
for the next centmy." 

He pointed out that the buildings 
ai·e ''well-positioned for solai· ener­
gy," and expressed interest in passive 
heating and cooling techniques, as 
well as the hydroelectric turbine 
ah-eady sitting on the site. Though 
they have not approached Swift 
River Hydro at this stage of the 
process, Flight Patterns sees their 
950 KW turbine-generator set and 
coffesponding water rights as ''ve1y 
attractive, for uying to use the site 
with as close to a net-zero energy use 
as possible," ai1 ideal that is never­
theless "going to be difficult, due to 
the age of the buildings." Flllther 
ideas for resource conse1vation use 
include rainwater harvesting and 
grey water reuse. 

Warshaw spoke positively of 
Turners Falls, a village he and 
Rossettie "found to be very charming 
- it has a lot of things we were seek­
ing in moving away from an urban 
environment, but without losing the 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 
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Building 10 rubble 

cultural ainenities," citing "creative 
peers," art ai1d music events ainong 
those amenities. But he highlighted 
the Su·athmore's impo1tance: ''The 
mill is an asset to Turners Falls and 
the smrmmding ai·ea. No matter what 
happens, we hope it gets put to good 
use. The Town has been through so 
much uying to have something hap­
pen with this landmark. We appreci­
ate what they have gone through." 

A Cooperative Approach 
The second proposal, submitted 

by the ThreshHold Cooperative, sets 
its sights on Segment I - Building 11 
- alone. ThreshHold, which has 
recently inco1porated with the assis­
tance of the South Deerfield-based 
Cooperative Development Institute, 
has made public its vision for the 
building as "a cooperatively owned 
ai1d managed space," a confederation 
of smaller organizations of individu­
als seeking to own or rent sections as 
studio space, workshops and residen­
tial tmits. 

ThreshHold's proposal was sub­
mitted with a stack of letters of inter­
est from local stakeholders, "ah-eady 
more thai1 enough to fill" proposed 
studio ai1d residential units, accord­
ing to co-op member Andrew 
Huckins. "Every day a new project 
comes out of the woodwork that 
needs space." 16 prospective tenants, 
and 10 prospective cooperative own­
ers, have identified themselves as 
interested in studio space. 

Huckins and fellow member Julia 
Handschuh met witl1 this rep01ter last 
week in a rental apamnent in the 
Patch tllat se1ves as a kind of 
advance camp for the project. 
Roommates, friends and project col-

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

laborators bustled in ai1d out of the 
apamnent, and the walls of the com­
mon space were papered over with 
maps, architectural drawings, hand­
wiitten timelines and the evidence of 
many group brainstonning sessions. 

Handschuh, a native of Coh-ain 
and Greenfield, and Huckins, origi­
nally from eastern Massachusetts, 
spoke of their fh1su·ations with previ­
ous effo1ts they have been involved 
with to secure space in Hampshire 
Cmmty. 

"We're coming from expe11ence 
in the No1thampton ai·ea," explained 
Huckins, ''where development has 
gotten to a point of gi1dlock - not a 
lot of room for alternative models ... 
A lot of our fhends there make rut in 
their bedrooms. There's not a culture 
offu1ding shared spaces." 

Handschuh agi·eed: "It was both 
the economic climate in 
No1thampton, which made it difficult 

The project shares 
Flight Patterns' 
interest in develop­
ing efficient resource 
use on the site. 
ThreshHold's web­
site describes "state­
of-the-art green sys­
tems including an 
alternative greywater 
system, green roof, 
solar hot water and 
photovoltaic panels." 

to suppo1t affordable community 
space, and the towi1, which was not 
interested in finding ways to supp01t 
a yotmger generation of people look-

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai .~--~ 
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ing for places to work, and create, 
and live. We're responding to the 
work of the Town of Montague, and 
of RiverCulture, that has sta1ted to 
prove Tlllne1-s Falls as a place inter­
ested in suppo1ting projects like 
ThreshHold." 

The project shares Flight Patterns' 
interest in developing efficient 
resource use on the site. 
ThreshHold's website describes 
"state-of-the-a1t gi·een systems 
including an alternative gi·eywater 
system, green roof, solar hot water 
ai1d photovoltaic panels." 

Challenges Ahead 
If either teain is selected by the 

town to go forwai·d with their plans 
for development, they will face many 
significant hurdles. Ways to increase 
pai·king and pedesuian access, ques­
tions of heat, electlicity, water and 
wastewater, and relationships with 
the Town, Fi.rstLight Power, and 
abutters of Southworth and Swift 
River are all on the table. So is the 
ever-present bottom line, which has 
been the tmdoing of the entire suc­
cession of owners <la.ting back to the 
early 1950s, when Keith Paper sold 
the buildings to the Su·athmore 
Company, saving them from the fate 
of the Russell Cutlery buildings next 
door, which were demolished in 
1958. 

"The RFP allows for creative 
solutions for the site's infrastructural 
challenges," said Ranisey. And if one 
of the proposals is accepted, the 
town's suppo1t may open doors for 
the chosen developer. As 
ThreshHold's Huckins put it, "there 
ai·e a lot of moving paits that won't 
be figtu·ed out until a strong paitner­
ship with the town is developed." 

By the mies of the procurement 
process, the submitted proposals ai·e 
not yet publicly viewable. A commit­
tee comprised of Ramsey, town 
adminisu·ator Frank Abbondanzio, 
and building inspector David Jensen 
will evaluate the mate11als received 
from the two teains, weighing them 
by these c11te1fa: the teains' expe11-
ence, qualifications, responsiveness, 
ai1d financial capacity; the projected 
economic impact, including job cre­
ation; and the improvements pro­
posed to the site and facade. 

That committee will then make 
recommendations to the selectboai·d, 
at which point discussion of the pro­
posals will become public. The 
selectboard will have the final say in 
whether to ttun the Strathmore Mill 
over to a new owner. 

And if neither proposal is accept­
ed? 

"Well, it could be reissued," said 
Abbondanzio. "We'll evaluate that if 
it arises." 
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Home: 1413) 863-9166 
Home Fax-: j413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEs1ate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing SpeciaList • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ~- Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM jk 
Wendell, MA ..; YF 

Serulng Nampslllre And Franklin Counlie§ ""\· 'I>.(~~ 

Qissance lii:uders 
~alitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfiwug1it 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ione's 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. -~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT dancefloor.7to10p.m.$. Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Dead of Winter Film Series, Gates of 
Heaven (1978, dir. Errol Morris). 7 p.m., 
free. 

Athol Town Hall: Film 
screening, Wild Things of 
the North Quabbin. Hank 
Cramer's film, shot over 5 
years, features over 25 
species in their natural habi­
tat. Includes presentation by 
Mount Grace and a chance 
to meet animals rehabilitat­
ing with Medicine Mammals. 
7 to 8:30 p.m., free. 

Flywheel, Easthampton: Broken Prayer, 
Libyans, The Prowl, Foreign Bodies, 
Powerb/essings, and Blessed State, 
punk and hardcore. 7 p.m., $ 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, with Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, 
Doug Plavin and Tommy Boynton, 8 to 
10 p.m. 

ALL THE TIME: ART SHOWS: 

EVERY SUNDAY NOW through JANUARY 29 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Ce/tic Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
session, 10:30 a.m. Falls: Paintings by Christine Winship. 

EVERY TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2 through MARCH 31 

The Millers Falls Library Club: Free after Nina's Nook, Avenue A, Turners Falls: 
school program. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Sensuaf>Sexua/>Smut. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: Free LOCAL EVENTS: 
Texas Hold 'em Poker tournament, with 
cash prizes. THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library: Children and their 
families are invited to come enjoy sto­
ries, crafts, music, activities and snacks. 
10:15 to 11 :30 a.m. 

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9 
p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 p.m to mid­
night. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll and Laurie 
Davidson. Children and their caregivers 
are invited. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Open Mic with Dan, Kip, and Schultzy 
from Curly Fingers Dupree Band. 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. Free. 

Leverett Town Hall: Geological History of 
Leverett. Sheila Seamon and Mike 
Williams will present; later in the spring 
(date tbd) the talk will 
continue with a viewing 
of various outcrops. 7 
p.m., free. 

Deja Brew Pub, 
Wendell: The 
Side street Band, 
rock/blues, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Carolyn Walker, 
singer-songwriter. 9 
p.m., free. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 

Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Old 
Town Hall, Wendell: Paul Richmond, 
Karen Montanaro, Jack Golden, and 
Jackie Reifer, spoken word, dance, the­
ater, comedy and music. Open mic at 
7:30, show at 8 p.m. Refreshments 
available. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Jim 
Gilmour, singer/songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The Roosters, 
classic rock dance music by Bruce 
Scofield & Mark Feller, 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Karaoke 
with TNT Productions, 9 p.m., free. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 28 

Greenfield Community College, Dining 
Commons: Casey Weston, singer-song­
writer from Season 1 of The Voice. Part 
of Student Life's Tunes at Noon series. 
Noon to 1 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Play 
reading, An Author in Search of Six 
Characters, 6:30 p.m., $ 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Psycho Magnetic, classic rock. 9:30 THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: And The 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Blue Pearl, 
blues/jazz, 8 to 10 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Dan Charness, singer­
songwriter, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: 
The Equalites, reggae fan­
tastico!, 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

Carnegie Library, Turners 
Falls: Valentine's Party. 
Children of all ages are invit­
ed to make Valentine-themed 
crafts. Chocolate fondue 
fountain. 10:30 a.m. to noon. 
Free. 

iliiillMiiHlil Powertown Pop-Up Shop, 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

Discovery Hour, for chil­
dren ages 3 to 6 and 
their parents. This 
month's topic is bears. 
10 to 11:30 a.m., free. 

Next Friday, Feb. 1, the Pioneer Vallry?r 0111n Equalites 
bring Roots, Rock, R&B, Ska and Reggae 

Turners Falls: Artist 
Reception for SSS exhibit at 
Nina's Nook. 5 to 8 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: to the Deja Bre,v Pub in Wende/4 starting at 9:30 p.m. 
The Agricultural 
Commission will sponsor 
the screening of Bananas!, a documen­
tary focusing on a legal case brought by 
Nicaraguan workers against Dole Food 
Corp. concerning banned pesticides. 7 
p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Kristen 
Graves, folk, indie, pop. 8 p.m. 

Traveller, indie. 9:30 p.m., free. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Cornhole Tournament. Teams sign up 
before 1:15 p.m. Games and prizes 
from 1:45 to 5:15 p.m. $10 entry fee per 
team. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Casey 
Williams art opening, 8 p.m., followed by Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Rick 
Danceteria with DJ JustJoan. Free. Murnane Band, pop rock, 2 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Hobson's 
Razor, rock, reggae & funk, 9 to 11 :30 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 

Greenfield Savings Bank, Turners Falls: 
Music to Your Ears with Ken and Corki, 
pop, ballads, folk. 10 a.m. to noon, free. 

Montague Grange: Gender Role Free 
Contra Dance. Please bring soft-soled 
non-street shoes to protect the wooden 

Second Congregational Church, 
Greenfield: Amandla Chorus 25th 
Anniversary Concert. This 40-member, 
all-ages chorus sings joyful, justice-ori­
ented songs from around the world. 
Tickets available at World Eye 
Bookstore. 2 p.m., $ 

Leverett Library: Adventures in Orkney. 
John Nove of South Deerfield will pres­
ent slides and discuss his travel and 
work on these islands off northeast 
Scotland. 2 to 3:30 p.m., free. 

Montague Grange: Square 
Dance to old-time music. 7 to 

10 p.m. $ 

Powertown Pop-Up Shop, downstairs, 
Turners Falls: Nine Steamy Stories: a 
"Sexy Scribes Speaking" reading will be 
hosted by local author Jeremy 
Edwards.The event features the kind of 
lineup you'd usually have to travel to 
New York to see: Michelle Augello­
Page, Sally Bellerose, Elizabeth Black, 
Lana Fox, Sacchi Green, I.J. Miller, 
Teresa Noelle Roberts, Robin Elizabeth 
Sampson, and host Jeremy Edwards. 
Books will be available for purchase, 
and door prizes will include copies of 
major erotica anthologies that are hot off 
the presses! Don't miss this unique 
opportunity to let the unparalleled sexu­
al power of language get you in the 
Valentine's Month mood. 18+. 8:30 to 
10:30 p.m. 

CALL for PHOTO SUBMISSIONS 

Four Seasons on the Leverett Trails. 
March and April exhibit at the Leverett 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

11 

Library. Sponsored by the Leverett 
Trails Committee. See www.rat­
tl es n a keg uttertru st. o rg/tra i Is/photo­
exhibit' for more information. Deadline 
February 15. 

CALL for POETRY SUBMISSIONS 

Slate Roof Press, Greenfield: 1st 
Annual Poetry Chapbook Contest. 
Winner will become an active member 
and have a limited-edition, art-quality 
chapbook published by Slate Roof, a 
member-run non-profit collaborative. 
$20 reading fee. Deadline has been 
extended to February 15. Visit slateroof-

t1JiJ\ r K11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 
For infom1mi.on: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Draft 
Beer Fine Wine 

Thunday, 1/24 8 to 10 p.m. 
The Sidestreet Blind, rock/blues 
Frid"y, 1/25 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Hobso11 's Rllzor, rock/reggae/funk 
Saturdfty, 1/26 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

The Roosters, classic rock 
Sundfty, 1/27 8 to 10 p.m. 

The Sw-ly Temple 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country, Stw-e 

www.DcjoBrewPub.com 
-~fiTrutEf:rr)~Jile 

nlLIFr\S U2',4 9,pm FREE 
Ca.-o~1n Walker 

1f5ing~:S om,:11111llvl 

,mm 1 flSi 91J□pn1 ~EE 
IJ1tlncetel'ia tw. lJJ:A:ls~Joanl 

S:lf 1/2.:6 ~:30p111 FREE 
AND HIE TiRlVR!LEH 

WlUCIMi. GIHO:SfS litidH! ek.l 

$111 U27 9pm-ma.rra fREE 
TIii' ~aoJ<-£ 

MOlil UZI llpr11 FREE 
Oada1 lino's Dpah MlltQ 

" 

0.::.. ;,.;., Brian R. San Soucie ~ ('ina 'S Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

Greenfteld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

• EASTERN 

• Sp~,1;:!';~!.~!~! I!9.~." 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACK/VVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

~ Locksmith - CRL 
Servrng Ille Ateo for over 25 years Certified• Bondcd• lnsut,•r/ 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
28 Momague s,,.,et 

Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets Bvvper 290-1162 

863-2471 • We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed fax 863-8022 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

:Nooft 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat: 1 -6 
sun.: 1 -4 
Holiday hours 'til xmas 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

«!RSATIVS NAIR«!UIIING 
PSRMC a. «!OlORC 

Mert,, Wo1ne1t a. ~hll4Nft 

~~~~'S ~-CR-_JAn-~-~ 

Gift eetfifieate.s Available 
8'65-2022 

Matt• t!aatln• 74 Pl'IOePSt!T eT. 
Rlebat«I blGeotg• (Thursdays) TtllRNSM FAlU 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 413-714-3500 • green{lel4@copycorprintshop.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

c_9bl/lUlff f/4 ~ ~ 
seeds, especially the hard shelled 

By LESLIE BROWN 

• variety, are good for tm·ee year·s at 
least. If you struggle with letting go 
of things, you can test the viability of 
seed by spreading a little bit between 
damp sheets of paper towel. Watch 
for sprouting within 7 to 14 days. If 

then add a new variety or two to tty. 
Some fav01ites I grow every year 
are: Knight peas and Sungold cherry 
tomatoes for their abundance and fla­
vor, lots of leafy greens, and Rose, 
Braridywine and Celebrity tomatoes. 
I have gone backward and forward 
about bush versus pole bearis, finally 
settling on the pole variety because 
they seem to be much less suscepti­
ble to both mildew and bean beetles. 

A few days before the holiday, the 
Chiistmas catalogs stopped clogging 
the mailbox. Then, right after the 
new year, came the breathtakingly 
bright-colored seed catalogs, a sure 
sign that spring will come. 

What a pleasure to curl up in the 
armchair with the stack, to feast the 
eyes on all of the potential bounty to 
be grown. First, though, review the 
seed jar from last season for a culling 
of seeds likely no longer viable. A 
simple general mle of thumb is that 
flower seed is best used in the year of 
purchase and that most vegetable 

nothing happens, throw them out. 
If you kept notes about the suc­

cess of last year's varieties, look 
them up. Make a list of what you 
need for next year's garden. Now 
indulge in a review of all the gor­
geous catalogs you have received. 
Dog-ear the pages you warit to revis­
it. It's all so tempting: new varieties, 
things you've never grown but 
would like to try, not to mention your 
tried arid tlue favorites. Given free 
reign, most of us gardeners order 
more than we can tend, let alone 
afford. 

With a little restraint, maybe you 
can order what you love to grow and 

It may seem early to order seeds, 
but if you plan to grow any plants 
from seed, you'll need to start them 
in late Febmary or early March. If 
you have your seeds in hand, then 
you'll be ready to start leaf crops as 
soon as the soil can be worked. 

This year I resolve to increase my 
non-toxic insect interventions by 
planting rows of marigolds tm·ough­
out, and by edging the vine crops 
with nasturtiums, which will beautify 
as they draw aphids from others. I'll 

United Arc Coming to Town He says he feels good about the 
United Arc organization coming to 
Turners, but says it's too bad the 
town will lose the tax revenue it has 
enjoyed from his store. Kip is look­
ing forward to a well-earned retire­
ment. He and his wife plan to spend 
some quality time flying here and 
there in his plane as the fancy 
moves them. 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

TURNERS FALLS - The 
Miskinis TV building on Avenue A 
will be tlie new home of the United 
Arc of Franklin County as of Feb. 
1. 

Kip Miskinis took over his 
father's established electronic busi­
ness in Greenfield several decades 
ago when his father was ailing. 
Eventually Kip Miskinis realized 
the store was going to be his penna­
nent place of work. 

Although he had worked as an 
engineer for Pratt and Whitney for a 
time, he prefeITed the friendlier 
"warmer" area where he had grown 

up. By the 1980's he and his broth­
er Roge Miskinis had moved the 
business to its present location at 
294-96 Avenue A, a building which 
they have improved and enlarged to 
triple its original square footage. 

Kip Miskinis is proud of the 
service he and his employees pro­
vided to customers from 
Brattleboro to the Quabbin and 
tliroughout Frfillklin and Hampshire 
counties over the years. He remem­
bers the early days of TV purchas­
ing when a parent would stop in 
weekly to pay two dollars down on 
a TV that would be paid for in time 
for Cluistlnas Eve. He and Roge 
would deliver the gift to the family. 

Miskinis is liquidating his inven­
tory, and is offering 60% off all 
electronic media and audio equip­
ment tm·ough the end of January. 

For his part the Arc executive 
director Ed P01ter is very pleased to 
have 296 Avenue A for his adminis­
trative staff and family support 
services, which work with families 
with disabilities. They will reorgaii­
ize the cuITent layout to include 

Leverett Hires New Library Director 
By DAVID DETMOLD head of collections, where Blais any money, arid we don't warit you to 

Leverett has a new library direc­
tor. Tlll'ee months after saying 
farewell to Linda Wentworth, who 
served as the director for the first 
nine years of the new library's exis­
tence, the board of trustees 
aimounced the top pick for her 
replacement. Ashley Blais, of South 
Hadley, was introduced to the select­
board on Tuesday night, and the 
boar·d added their imprimatur· by hir­
ing her· on the spot. 

rep01ts she is up to her elbows in spend any money." But this advice 
work and happy in her element. was imparted with wry good humor. 

Blais will receive some help from In a press statement, the library 
her predecessor. Library trustee chair trustees said Blais "has valuable 
ChI·is Condit said after acting direc- expertise with recent libmy technol­
tor Jill Palmer, with the assistance of ogy as well as emerging technolo­
Sue Laclaire, who have kept the gies, cataloging, and giant writing." 
library shipshape while the sear-di She covered her· home toWll of South 
committee conducted interviews, Hadley for the Hampshire Gazette in 
farniliarize Blais with the general the past, so will be able to tr·ansfer 
outlines of the job, "In a week or two, those skills to providing updates to 
Linda will come and fill in the gaps." the toWll newsletter and library web-

Welcoming Blais to Leverett site. Blais, who has two young chil­
Library, selectboai·d chair Rich dren, is also "an avid reader of adult, 
Brazeau advised, "We've always young adult, and children's literatur·e 
tried to make it a community center arid welcomes the role of reader 
for as mruiy people as possible." advisor," the trustees said. 

fence well to contain the woodchuck 
and set out the mole busters, which 
seem to work equally well for the 
voles. Meanwhile, I'll continue to 
spread well-aged manure and last 
year's compost to feed the healthy 
organisms that akeady exist in the 
soil. Finally, I'll mulch well to pre­
serve moisture and keep back the 
weeds. 

If the above sounds like gardening 
resolutions, I guess they could be. 
After the most recent incidents of 
violence in the national news, there 
seemed to be little serise to a list of 
New Year·'s resolutions except, most 
importaiitly, to follow Ann Cuny's 
advice after the loss of twenty small 
children at Sandy Hook. She chal­
lenged all of us to do twenty acts of 
kindness, one for each of those lost 
lives.Perhaps you are familiar with 
"plastic woman," who pounds a beat 
bicycle up and down the hills of 

offices, a large meeting room, and a 
reception ar·ea. This work will begin 
in early February. 

The United Arc began in 1951 
offering residential programs in 
western Massachusetts. Last year 
they served nearly 1000 people 
throughout Franklin, Hampshire 

I 1:00-2:00 
Live birds of prey 
program with raptor 
rebabilitor Tom Ricardi. 

2:00-4:00 
Open House with bird 
activities & explorations 
for students of all ages. 

Meet Leachers, enjoy a 
tour & refreshments. 

January 24, 2013 

' 

Greenfield arid Turners Falls, collect­
ing cans arid bottles littered on the 
roadside. She also cleans out the 
catch basins. My partner smprised 
her one recent cold morning at her 
Beacon Field rest stop with a large 
cup of coffee and a couple of dough­
nuts, to her great pleasure. Others 
have paid the tab of sn·angers in 
restaurants, shared a meal or two 
with a neighbor, and sent items to the 
hungry. 

The point is only to remember our 
humanity, to choose a positive 
thought and to think of others. The 
pain, suffering and madness in the 
world are overwhelming, and often 
beyond one mere humari's remedy. 
An act of caring is simple and spon­
taneous. It will remind you and oth­
ers that we're all in this together and 
that no one is truly alone. Not a bad 
resolve to start what we can only 
hope is a better year to come. 

and Hamden Counties. Presently 
housed at 111 Summer Str·eet in 
Greenfield, the Adult Services sec­
tion of the Arc will take over all of 
tlie Summer Str·eet facility after 
administration headquarters and 
family services move to Turners 
Falls. 

Greenfield 
Center 
School 

K·S'h grades 
since 1981 

A progressive school for 
the Pioneer Vaflev 

Now enrolling students 
for fall 20/3 

''rm really looking forward to it!" 
said Blais, who received her master 
of library science degi·ee recently 
from Sinll'nons College, and has been 
working at the circulation desk at the 
Jones Library in Amherst. Which, 
coincidentally, is where Wentworth 
wound up after leaving Leverett, as 

He gave her a preview of the The public is invited to a welcom- l l<'l llhcld Ct.Ill( 1 s, lw<>I 

269 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

SI0TROK@EARTHLINK.NET 
J0HND0EJUNI0R.C0M 

413-775-0069 

We buy record collections bio and small. 
We carry every genre and speed of 

vinyl records 
(lPs, 33s, 45s, 78s). 

Family owned and operated since 2009. 
Buy the record collector in your 

life a gift certificate for Valentine's Day! 

~IC ~!ICALIHSTll/ME.'m 

~REATiONs 

AU U'l4toc.lt ne-,r, uud, 
und consignmt:lll items. 
(Q,o- ....... ,....1p.,.c....-..,. .... D:..li., 

ws,....; .. ~o,~ 
Offff.£•p..-,,l2./.tt,._J2 

Q;e.-poi, ,U~<NI--Jk'I ..i., 

281 Main St. 
Greenfield Nti,,01301 

413.325.8042 

toW11's budget policies as well. ing reception with refreshinents for 
''The budget hearing will be pret- the new director on Sunday, Feb. 10, 

ty low key. We don't wruit to give you from 3:30 - 4:30 pm. 

1 M ml,1 ui> 1t Hn1ct.t;1t"nh 11 l\l.\on 11 
~ 1 ·1- ·-1-1 uu \Hn, ·ente, ,ch t•I 11 •t 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 
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T11c~i1l TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lrn n~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpitpizza.mm 

JI Batik Row, GIid. 
413-475-3S70 

woodfired pizzeria 

lj (1tll:Z• , 
-.Professional Pain~3 • • ' g . .· . 

Contractor - • -;_ . . .. 
mg Western Mass ~ . . 

f A A,, .. ·. rom venue . -..... • :•·.·:·. 
. www.couturebros.com... 'Ni.: ;,r ~ . . 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfallsplZZa.cam 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Nichols Vision 
Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

~ 
Providers for EYEMED, 
DA VIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296 Avenue A 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA. 013 7 6 
(413) 863 -0100 




