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Governor Deval Patrick shows off his Jamilia1iry with bridge construdion to Betry Burnham's second graders 
during his visit to the Gill Elementary School on January 12th. 

BY ELLEN the governor a warm wel- with Lori Rinaldi's third 
BLANCHETTE - Gill come, and then led him to grade class. He was 
Elementary was buzzing 
with fillticipation as princi
pal Kathleen Adruns stood 
in the doo1way with her 
staff filld a few chosen stu-
dents, waiting for governor 
Deval Patrick to an'ive. 

When he pulled up the 
curving di'ive through the 
first slushy snow of winter, 
Adams filld her crew gave 

the classrooms. engaged, channing, easily 
The governor seemed answering the students' 

right at home, whether he questions, posing them 
was reading to kinder- new ones, and clearly 
gfilten students, joining in enjoying himself eve1y 
on a hfil1ds-on project with minute. 
second graders, answering Patrick began in Kelly 
serious questions on inter- Gobeil's kinderga1ten 
national trade with sixth class, reading to students 
graders or talking about his from Make Way for 
own personal experiences Ducklings, by Robert 

McCloskey, a good book 
for someone visiting from 
Boston to read. Patrick 
used an expressive style, 
stopping at each page to 
show the students the well
known illustrations, also by 
Mccloskey. 

The youngsters 
responded happily, raising 
their hands to fil1Swer ques
tions, as when Patrick 
see PATRICK page 12 
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"A nation that contin
ues year after year to 
spend more money on mil
itary defense than on pro
grams of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual 
death. " - Martin Luther 

King, Jr. speaking in 
1967 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
On Friday night, as a light 
snow blew along the back 
roads of Frfillklin County, 
two dozen residents gath
ered in the chilly meeting 
room of the town hall to 
discuss the implication of 
the nation's military 
spending on the town of 
Leverett. 

Tom Wolff, of the 
Leverett peace committee, 
fill ad hoc citizen's group 
whose educational eff01ts 
were endorsed by town 
meeting in May of 2011, 
called the meeting togeth
er by pointing out that 
Leverett taxpayers con
ti'ibuted more money to 
the militaiy in 2011 -
$6,977,688 - than the 
entire 2011 budget for nm
ning the schools and town 
depfiltments - $5,148,863. 

He asked those in atten
dru1ce to come up with fill 
alternative 'peace budget,' 
for town departments, by 

taking just a quruter of the 
total Leverett spends now 
on the militaiy, and divvy
ing that money up in ways 
that may better reflect 
local p11011ties, including 
allocating a fraction 
toward programs "to fos
ter a sustainable, resilient 
culture of peace locally in 
Leverett that includes 
commitment to a global 
vision of people living out 
a just peace in ha1mony 
with nature." 

Wolff proposed send
ing the results of this com
munity budgeting session 
to the town's legislators 
and to the Obama adin.in
istic1tion. But first he invit
ed attendees to listen to an 
analysis of cm1·ent militfily 
spending from a local 
expe1t, Chris Hellman, a 
senior policy fil1alyst at the 
No1thfilnpton nonprofit 
National PI'iorities Project, 
which specializes in the 
impact of federal spending 
on localities. 

Hellman, a fo1mer 
Congressional aide who 
held similfil· policy posi
tions for the Center for 
Alms Conti·ol and the 
Center for Defense 
Info1mation in Washing
ton before coming to 

see COST pg 11 
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BIRTH CARE COMMUNI1Y Mm\VIVES 

Sonam Lama, Tibetan 

Rebecca Beck (left) and Megan Hill at Birth Care Community Midwives 
BY LEE WICKS Montague Center to help a toy fil·ea for siblings, 
MONTAGUE CENTER you eve1y step of the way. rocking chairs, an area for 
If you are a woman consid- They moved their prac- examinations and a seating 
e1111g home biith, Rebecca tice from Greenfield to the area where women can dis
Corliss Beck and her pa1t- professional building 11ght cuss anything on their 
ner Megan Hill have estab- next to the Bookmill a year minds as they approach this 
lished Bi1th Care ago. The light-filled space momentous 11te of passage. 
Community Midwives in is cozy filld nurtui'ing with 

see MIDWIVES pg 6 

Stonemason & Entrepreneur 
REBECCA RIDEOUT 
DEERFIELD - Sonam 
Laina of South Deerfield is 
on a mission to tm11 the 
mm1dane ii1to the mar
velous. Sonfiln has created 
fill aesthetic for his local 
stonework company, 
Sonam's Stonewalls, as 
well as his renovated com
mercial prope1ties that is 
both comfo1tii1g filld ele
gfil1t, familifil· yet unique. 

Sonam and his work 
crew have been building 
inti'icately beautiful stone 
patios, walkways, fire
places, and walls for Valley 
residents since 1986. 

see SONAM page 13 

Sonam Lama, left, has recent!J opened the Tibetan Inn bed 
and breakfast at the Tibetan Plaza in Dee,jield. 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Sweet Year Round 

EggNog 
Hi, my name is Egg Nog. I'm a 

three year old female cat. Eggnog 
may be out of season but if you 
take me home you can have me all 
year long! I was found outside by 
a nice person who took me in and 
let me have my kittens in her 
home. I'm a quiet yet friendly 
kind of gal. Most of the time I just 
lounge around, but I do enjoy an 
occasional romp in the sink with 
the water mnning. Nobody knows 
why my tail is sho1t; that's a 
secret! Contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane society at 413-
548-9898 or info@dpvhs.org to 
leam more about me. 

Correction 
The quarterly meeting of the 

Connecticut River Atlantic 
Salmon Commission will begin 
at 9:30 a.m., not 10:00 am., on 
Tuesday, January 24th, at the 
Conte Anadromous Fish Lab on 
Migrato1y Way in Tumers Falls. 

• BOTTLES 
&CANS 

Week of January 24th 
in Montague 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

.eof;. 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 
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WENDELL FREE LIBRARY NEWS 
Readlni, Book Slinl~ and Film Serles 

Bob Ellis, author of the 
newly-published Nuked: A GI 
Memoir, will read from his book 
on Saturday, January 28th at the 
Wendell Free Library from 4-
5 :30 p.m. 

At age 19, Bob Ellis volun
teered for the U.S. Almy. He 
became one of a number of 
"elite soldiers" trained in the 
technology of nuclear weapons. 
His memoir takes us inside life 
in the U.S. milita1y early in the 
Cold War and traces Ellis 's 
struggle to come to te1ms with 
the implications of his choices. 

As he writes, "I was blindly 
trusting the Almy - with no idea 
what I'd volunteered for... Yet, 
whether I was an elite troop or a 
dogface soldier, I understood I 
was at the heart of something 
vast and ominous." Discussion 
will follow the reading. Free. 

On Stmday, Janua1y 22nd, at 
7 p.m., the Wendell COA Film 
Series presents The Piano plus 
Owl Movie, a student video. 

The Piano (1993, 121 ruins, 
rated "R") stars Holly Hunter as 
a mute but strong-willed 19th
centwy Scottish expatriate who 
atTives in New Zealand with her 
daughter (Anna Paquin) and her 
beloved piano in tow. Although 
betrothed to a landowner (Sam 
Neill), she's pulled into an affair 
with a laborer (Harvey Keitel). 
Htmter and Paquin both won 
Oscars for their performances in 
this haunting drama, as did 
writer-director Jane Campion. 

Owl Movie, (6 ruins) this 
month's sho1t featw·e is a video 
by Streeter Elliot, a student of 
Amie Keddy's at Bement 
School. It is a delightful produc
tion about owls. Although quite 
young, Streeter shows great 
promise as a filmmaker with this 
production. 

The movies, shown in the 
deluxe libra1y cinema, are free! 
For more info, contact: Douglas 
Dawson at (978) 544-7762 or 
ddawson@post.harvard.edu 

SHUTESBURY LIBRARY NEWS 
Tie Broken in Favor of New Library 

Last week, 75% of 
Shutesbury's voters turned out 
for a second vote in as many 
months on a $1.3 million debt 
exclusion override for the 
town's share of a proposed $3.5 
million, 5,800-square foot new 
building to replace the 103-
year old Spear Memorial 
Libra1y. The vote ended in a 
dead heat, tied 522-522. On 
Tuesday, town clerk Leslie 
Bracebridge determined that 
the single ballot that had been 
embargoed as provisional, 
when a voter whose name did 
not appear on the voting rolls 
could only produce a 
Connecticut drivers license as 
ID, was cast validly by a regis
tered voter in the town of 
Shutesbury. That vote was in 
favor of funding the library, 
and Bracebridge declared the 

tie broken in favor of the new 
building. 

In addition to the provision
al ballot, eight other votes were 
challenged over issues of resi
dency. Opponents of the new 
libra1y building have requested 
a recotmt, and those eight chal
lenged ballots will be pa1ticu
lary scrutinized. Monday, 
Janua1y 25th is the proposed 
date for the 1045 ballots to be 
recotmted by hand. 

Supporters of the new build
ing are continuing their 
ftmdraising efforts to offset the 
costs of the new library to 
Shutesbury taxpayers. After 
raising more than $170,000, 
the board of library trustees 
just announced a matching gift 
of $150,000 (which they will 
receive if they succeed in rais
ing another $150,000.) 

January 19, 2012 

SAN FRANGSCO - For the second year in a ro111, Greenfield-based Real 
Pickles was awarded a top honor far their Or!fJnic Garlic Dill Pickles at the 
recent Good Food A1vards in San Francisco. Co-owners Dan Rosenberg and 
Addie Holland use certified organic vegetables from local fami!J farms in all their 
products. Real Pickles uses a traditional fermentation process with no vinegpr to 
make its line of pickled vegetables. The Good Food Awards highlight outstand
ing American food producers who are makingf ood that is delicious and supports 
sustainability. 

Tllllllkllllll 
IIIIIIPlll 

MONTAGUE - The Montague 
planning and conservation 
depa1tment will host a public 
informational session regarding 
the future vision of 183 acres for 
municipal land off Sandy Lane on 
Wednesday, Februa1y 1st, 2012 at 
6:30p.m. 

The town is actively planning 
the productive reuse of the prop
erty as a sustainable light indus
trial area that would incorporate 
solai· an-ays on the landfill, small 
industrial lots, a new public 
works facility, and conservation 
land . 

Planning consultants The 
Cecil Group, Inc will present the 
vision and provide the public an 
opportunity comment on an early 
draft of the master plan. All ai·e 
invited and highly encouraged to 
attend. Your input is critical at 
this early stage of the plan. 

Refreshments will be se1ved. 
For more info, conta.ct Walter 
Ramsey, town planner at plan
ner@montague-ma.gov. 

.. ,,.,:Justa ston,'s throw from re.a/tty." 
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Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Rachel Tucker 
Tanner Ames 

Grade 7 
Nicole Thibeault 

Grade 8 
Riley Palmer 
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MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - January 9th through 13th 
local gossip, news & business llslings 

Feel like a 
GILL-MONTAGUE Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Kerry 
Togneri is the meal site manag
er. Cotmcil on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness class
es are suppo1ted by a grant from 
the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Volunta1y donations are 
accepted. Appointments are 
now being scheduled for free 
AARP tax aid. Sign up now for 
RAD self-defense course with 
Lt. Sue Corey beginning 1/24. 
For information, meal rese1va
tions, or to sign up for pro
grams, call (413) 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our 
machine if the center is not 
open. 

Monday, January 23rd 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, January 24th 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
1 :00 p.m. RAD Self Defense 
Wednesday, January 25th 

10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screening 
11:00 a.m. Fire Safety with 
Captain Mike Morin 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, January 26th 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Fliday, January 27th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1:00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 1 Care 
Drive, Eivingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 am. to 2:30 p.m. for activ
ities and congregate meals. For 
Center and program informa
tion, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3649. Ltmch is daily at 11 :30 
am., with rese1vations required 
24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca 
Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for 
meal information and reserva
tions. Transpo1tation can be pro
vided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Please call 
the Senior Center to confum 
activities, schedule and to find 
out when the next blood pres
sure clinic will be held. 

Monday, January 23rd 
9:00 a.m. T'ai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Tuesday, January 24th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, January 25h 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, January 26th 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Posture Perfect 
Ft·iday, January 27th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 am. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Ltmch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at (413) 548-
1022, ext. 5, or at coa@lev
erett ma. us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760, 
for hours and upcoming pro
grams. Call the Center for a 
ride. 

Brand New Personl 
With a Haircut 
at Ed's 
Barber 

~ 1~ 1,. Shop 
74 Avenue A• 863-2085 
Crew Products • Gift Certificates 

"56 Years on the Ave" 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• \!Vei.1-NicLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - The Knights of 
Columbus held their annual 
youth free throw shooting contest 
on Saturday, January 14th, at the 
Sheffield gym. The local champs 
who moved on to the next round 
were Xavier Santiago, age 10, of 
Millers Falls; Kasia Dobosz, age 
11, of Greenfield and sisters 
Karissa Flemming, age 10, and 
Kylie Fleming, age 12, of 
Montague Center. 

The next Gill/Montague 
School Partnership meeting will 
be held Wednesday, January 25th, 
from 3 :30 to 5 :00 p m. in the Gill
Montague regional administra
tion building, 35 Crocker Avenue, 
third floor. The focus will be on 
using social media to get the mes
sage out for organizations and 
community groups. Bring your 
smart phone, ipad or laptop if you 
have one. Contact the Paitnership 
by Januaiy 23rd if you will need 
childcare at manager@gmpait
nership.org or 863-3604. 

Volunteers from Pioneer 
Valley Habitat for Humanity, as 
well as other community mem
bers, will give a presentation on 
how Haiti is doing two years after 
the earthquake, based on their 
recent visits to this impoverished 
nation. The talk is open to the 
public on Sunday, Janua1y 29th, 
staiting at 11 :30 a.m at First 
Churches, 129 Main Street in 
Northampton. Presenters will 
include ministers, doctors, stu
dents, and Habitat volunteers 
recently returned from Haiti. 

The Community Crisis 
Response Team (CCRl), a pro
gram of Community Action, is 
providing a new Trauma 
Recovery Coaching group that 
will meet the fomth Friday of 
each month in the winter and 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

spring. Join CCRT Director, 
Diana Bella, for the first session 
on Friday, Janua1y 27th, from 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Using 
coaching techniques and kinesi
ology, participants will work 
toward meeting healing or other 
life goals that were put on hold 
due to an experience of trauma. 
This free support group is open to 
anyone in Franklin or Hampshire 
Counties and the No1th Quabbin 
region who has ever been affect
ed by crime-related trauma. 
Vegetai'ian lunch will be provid
ed. Held at the CCRT office, 277 
Main Street, 4th floor in 
Greenfield. Registration request
ed by contacting CCRT at 413-
773-5090 or ccrt@communityac
tion.us 

Area residents are invited to 
participate in a new support 
group to explore the issues of 
"Living Fully, Aging Gracefully, 
and Befriending Death." The first 
meeting will take place on 
Monday, Janua1y 23rd, 6:30 to 
9:00 pm., at a pa1ticipant's home, 
still to be determined, in 
Greenfield. The group will meet 
twice each month through June, 
and pa1ticipants may attend regu
larly or occasionally. For more 
information please call 413-625-
6374 or email 
johnpberk@gmail.com. 

The 2012 Histo11c Deerfield 
Open Heai1h Cooking Program 
will celebrate its 25th year of 
service with the annual winter 
lecture series titled, "Gathering, 
Gardening, Prese1ving: 
Exploring Local Food in New 
England." 

The first lecture, "Enough is 
Not Enough: 19th-Centmy Food 
Prese1vation," will be given on 
Stmday, Januaiy 22nd, sta1ting at 
2:00 pm., by Debra F11edman, 

Montague, MA 01351 

* EASTERN ~ 
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from Old Sturb11dge Village. The 
se11es is free, open to the public 
and held in the Deerfield 
Commtmity Center (formerly the 
White Church Commtmity 
Center). 

There will be a benefit con
cert, speak out and other activi
ties to benefit the SAGE Alliance 
campaign to shut down the 
Ve1mont Yankee nuclear power 
plant on Saturday, Febmaiy 4th, 
from 2:00 to 9:00 pm. at the 
Leverett town hall. Free food and 
refreshments will be available, 
with a $5 to $15 sliding scale for 
admission. 

Speakers will include Frances 
Crowe and Hattie Nestel, from 
the Shut It Down affinity group, 
and Randy Kehler, from the Safe 
and Green Campaign, among 
others. Musicians will include 
Court Dorsey, Annie Hassett, 
Annie Patterson, Julia Bmrnugh, 
ChI'istian Hine, Ann Ferguson 
and Paul Newlin and the bands 
Red Valley Fog, Outer Stylie, 
Who Da Funk It?, Snakebaby, 
and others. There will also be a 
sho1t performance by the Ever 
Evolving Soul Circus and other 
activities for children, including 
a1t and face painting. 

"Sea Change," a free film 
presented by Greening 
Greenfield energy committee, 
will be shown on Wednesday, 
Janua1y 25th, at 6:30 pm. Are 
you concerned about the health of 
our oceans and what you can do 
about it? Come to this inspira
tional film about a grandfather's 
search for answers to explain to 
his grandson what is happening 
to the oceans and their ecosys
tems. Held in the Greenfield 
Public Libra1y commtmity room, 
400 Main Street in Greenfield. 

An info1mation fair for 
Veterans and their families will 
be held Thursday, January 26th, 
from noon to 2:00 p.m. at the 
Greenfield Savings Bank, 282 
Avenue A, in Turners Falls. 
Veterans Administration repre-

see BRIEFS pg 5 
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Massachusetts Finds No 
Evidence of Wind Turbine Syndrome 

BY KATIE NOLAN 
BOSTON - "There is no evi
dence for a set of health effects 
from exposure to wind turbines 
that could be characterized as a 
"Wmd Turbine Syndrome." 

This was one of the main con
clusions repo1ted by a scientific 
panel organized by the 
Massachusetts Depa1tment of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
and the Massachusetts Depait
ment of Public Health (MDPH) to 
study the potential health effects 
of living near wind turbines. 

The Januaiy 17th report fotmd: 
• "There is limited evidence of 

an association between wind tur
bine noise and both annoyance 
and sleep dismption, depending 
on the sound pressure level at the 

location of concern." However, 
the panel concluded ''there is 
insufficient evidence to determine 
whether there is an association 
between noise from wind turbines 
and annoyance independent from 
the effects of seeing a wind tur
bine and vice versa." 

• "The strongest epidemiologi
cal study suggests that there is not 
an association between noise 
from wind turbines and measures 
of psychological distress or men
tal health problems." 

• "None of the limited epi
demiological evidence reviewed 
suggests an association between 
noise from wind turbines and 
pain and stiffness, diabetes, high 
blood pressure, tinnitus, heaimg 

see WIND page 5 

Gill-Montague School Committee 
to Discuss Ekstrom's Contract 

BY DAVID DETMOLD - At 
the Gill Montague Regional 
School Committee meeting on 
Janua1y 10th, Jane Oakes made 
a motion to offer interim super
intendent Nadine Ekstrom a 
three-year contract. The school 
committee's lawyer, Russell 
Dupere, advised the committee 
to put off that discussion tmtil 
Tuesday, Janua1y 24th, since the 
posted agenda had not included 
mention of Ekstrom's contract. 

In June, 2011, after Carl Ladd 
abruptly left the post of superin
tendent, the selectboards of 
Montague and Gill unanimously 
endorsed a letter to the school 
committee calling for a collabo
rative process in choosing the 
next superintendent, with a 
search committee made up of 
members of both selectboards 
and the school committee. 

Gill selectboai·d member Ann 
Banash made this same pitch 
directly to the school committee 
at their meeting on May 24th, 

2011. After hearing her, the 
committee proceeded to imme
diately follow the recommenda
tion of the departing superinten
dent, and hired Ekstrom on an 
interim basis. 

At a follow-up meeting with 
Langknecht on Jtme 7th, Banash 
said, "I felt this was handled 
ve1y badly. I hope we will be 
included in discussion of future 
superintendents," and with the 
backing of her colleagues, asked 
for the establishment of a super
intendent seai·ch committee to 
evaluate available candidates 
prior to Febma1y, 2012. 

Now, with a decision on 
Ekstrom's status appai·ently fast 
approaching, Banash said this 
week, "We have not discussed 
this recently as a board, but I 
personally feel we would still 
stand by our 011ginal comments 
to the school committee. We 
asked to be involved in any deci
sion about Nadine's pe1manent 

see BRIEFS pg 5 
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and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

HOUSE PAINTING 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

. 
Avalanche Colorado Suburban 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Stree1 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Equinox Traverse Vans 

Bus, Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Free Checking! 
Free Cash! Free Gi~! 
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www.greenfieldsavings.w 

Member FDIC • Member DI 
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McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 
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~ini·e 1895 

On t!te Commo11 
Grte,ifielc{, Massadwstl ts 

Tur1ters Falls, ,Wassaclwsetts 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

1N GOO,D COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com 
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Community YoQ:a 

& WELLNESS CENTYR 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 
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Less than a year before he was cut down by an assassin's bullet 
on the balconey of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, where he had 
gone to support a strike by sanitation workers, Dr. Martin Luther 
King. Jr. gave a speech to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference on August 16th, 1967, in which he addressed econom
ic injustice and the way forward for the Civil Rights movement. 

Excerpts from this speech, which remains as relevant today as 
the day he gave it, are reprinted below. 

The Way Forward 
Now, in order to answer the 

question, 'Where do we go from 
here?' which is our theme, we 
must first honestly recognize 
where we are now. When the 
Constitution was written, a 
strange formula to determine 
taxes and representation declared 
that the Negro was sixty percent 
of a person. Today another curi
ous fo1mula seems to declare that 
he is fifty percent of a person. 

Of the good things in life, the 
Negro has approximately one half 
those of whites. Of the bad things 
of life, he has twice those of 
whites. Thus half of all Negroes 
live in substandard housing. And 
Negroes have half the income of 
whites. When we view the nega
tive experiences of life, the Negro 
has a double share. There are 
twice as many unemployed. The 
rate of infant mortality among 
Negroes is double that of whites 
and there are twice as many 
Negroes dying in Vietnam as 
whites in proportion to their size 
in the population. 

[Editod note: According to 
the Pew Charitable Trust, the 
median wealth of white house
holds is now 20 times that of 
black households, and 18 times 
that of Hispanic households. 
These lopsided wealth ratios are 
the largest since the government 
began publishing such data a 
quarter century ago, and roughly 
twice the size of the ratios that 
had prevailed between these three 
groups for the two decades prior 
to the Great Recession that ended 
in 2009. 

The Center for American 
Progress notes that unemploy
ment for blacks remains more 
than double the rate of white 
unemployment, with 16.1 percent 
of blacks unemployed in 2011, 
compared to 7.9 percent of 
whites. The US. Department of 
Health and Human Services cal
culates that infant mortality for 
blacks remains 2.4 times higher 
thanfor whites.] 

In other spheres, the figures 
are equally alaiming. In elemen-

ta1y schools, Negroes lag one to 
three yeai·s behind whites, and 
their segregated schools receive 
substantially less money per stu
dent than the white schools. One
twentieth as many Negroes as 
whites attend college. Of 
employed Negroes, seventy-five 
percent hold menial jobs. 

This is where we are. Where 
do we go from here? First, we 
must massively asse1t our dignity 
and worth. We must stand up 
ainidst a system that still oppress
es us and develop an unassailable 
and majestic sense of values. We 
must no longer be ashamed of 
being black. The job of arousing 
manhood within a people that 
have been taught for so many 
centuries that they are nobody is 
not easy .... 

With a spirit straining towai·d 
tme self-esteelll, the Negro must 
boldly throw off the manacles of 
self-abegnation and say to him
self and to the world, 'I am some
body. I am a person. I am a man 
with dignity and honor. I have a 
rich and noble history. How 
painfol and exploited that histo1y 
has been. Yes, I was a slave 
through my foreparents and I am 
not ashamed of that. I'm ashamed 
of the people who were so sinfol 
to make me a slave.' Yes, we must 
stand up and say, I'm black and 
I'm beautiful, and this self-affir
mation is the black man's need, 
made compelling by the white 
man's crimes against him 

Another basic challenge is to 
discover how to organize our 
strength in terms of econoinic and 
political power. No one can deny 
that the Negro is in dire need of 
this kind of legitimate power. 
Indeed, one of the great problems 
that the Negro confronts is his 
lack of power. From old planta
tions of the South to newer ghet
toes of the North, the Negro has 
been confined to a life of voice
lessness and powerlessness. 
Stripped of the right to make 
decisions concerning his life and 
destiny he has been subject to the 
authoritarian and sometimes 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Regarding the Termination of an 
Employee of the Gill Montague Regional Schools 

At its meeting of Janua1y 
10th, 2012, the Gill-Montague 
regional school cominittee was 
deliberating on the need for an 
executive session to discuss a 
complaint from a recently te1mi
nated employee and our policies 
concerning the termination of 
employees. I attempted to state 
that, based on the info1mation I 
had (that is, the letter of com
plaint from the employee to the 
cominittee and some comments 
from members of the GMRSD 
community who suppo1t him) 
the employee appeai·ed to have 
been terininated unfairly. The 
point was, the cominittee need
ed an executive session to obtain 
all the info1mation and get a 
more balanced picture. 

Unfortunately, before com
pleting my comments, I was 
essentially shouted down by a 
number of cominittee members, 

whimsical decisions of this white 
power stmcture. The plantation 
and ghetto were created by those 
who had power, both to confine 
those who had no power and to 
perpetuate their powerlessness. 
The problem of transfo1ming the 
ghetto, therefore, is a problem of 
power - confrontation of the 

including the chair. These 
actions created the impression 
that I was supporting the 
employee's complaint or reveal
ing specific info1mation about 
the case. In fact, at the time I did 
not have at this point sufficient 
info1mation about the case to 
draw a fum conclusion. None of 
my comments revealed specific 
info1mation. Nor have I spread 
any "mmors" about the case, as 
later claimed by the chair. 

I will stand by the comment 
that in the absence of complete 
info1mation and an honest dis
cussion by the cominittee, one 
draws conclusions from the 
info1mation one has. This is par
ticularly true when an effo1t is 
made to stonewall. A central 
issue for me is whether estab
lished and fair procedures for 
te1minating employment were 
followed. The termination of 

forces of power demanding 
change and the forces of power 
dedicated to the prese1ving of the 
status quo. 

Now power properly under
stood is nothing but the ability to 
achieve purpose. It is the strength 
required to bring about social, 
political and econoinic change. 
Walter Reuther defined power 
one day. He said, 'Power is the 
ability of a labor union like the 
UAW to make the most powerfol 
corporation in the world, General 
Motors, say, "Yes" when it wants 
to say "No." That's power. ... 

What is needed is a realization 
that power without love is reck
less and abusive, and love with
out power is sentimental and ane
Inic. Power at its best is love 
implementing the demands of 
justice, and justice at its best is 
power coITecting eve1ything that 
stands against love. And this is 

employees, particulai·ly in this 
economy, and our policies in 
this ai·ea are not trivial matters 
to be swept under the mg. 

Also it is my understanding 
that shouting down a fellow 
cominittee member, with the 
assistance of the chair, is not 
n01mal school cominittee proce
dure. It is paiticularly strange 
behavior at a time when the 
cominittee is undergoing "pro
fessional development" to 
increase collegiality and end the 
district's Level 4 status. 

- Jeff Singleton 
Montague 

Jeff Singleton is a member of 
the Gill Montague Regional 
School Committee. The opinions 
in this letter are his own and do 
not reflect those of the commit
tee as a whole. 

what we must see as we move on. 
What has happened is that we 
have had it wrong and confosed 
in our own country, and this has 
led Negro Americans in the past 
to seek their goals through power 
devoid of love and conscience. 

This is leading a few extrem
ists today to advocate for Negroes 
the same destmctive and con
scienceless power that they have 
justly abhoITed in whites. It is 
precisely this collision of 
immoral power with powerless 
morality which constitutes the 
major crisis of our times. 

We must develop a program 
that will drive the nation to a 
gtl8l·anteed annual income. Now, 
eai·ly in this centmy this proposal 
would have been greeted with 
ridicule and denunciation, as 
destructive of initiative and 
responsibility. At that time eco-

see THE WAYpage 10 
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Eye on Town Finances How Does the Town of Montague Work? on the agenda, as are most major 
capital purchases and other 
important items. From time to 
time throughout the rest of the 
year, special town meetings are 
held as necessa1y to conduct 
business that can't wait tmtil the 
next annual meeting. Typically, 
there are two or three special 
town meetings a year. 

BY MIKE NAUGHTON -
Many people talk about "the 
town" (meaning town govem
ment) as if it were a single unit 
acting in a coordinated and 
focused way. 

Examples include, 'The town 
should get rid of the Strathmore," 
or "The town should clean up 
Railroad Salvage." Some say, 
'The town should do more to 
encourage business." Others say, 
'The town should support school 
fonding requests." 

But what is "the town," really, 
and how does it do the things that 
it does? 

For one thing, the town is not 
eve1ything you Inight think it is. 
In most places, fire protection 
and the water coming out of your 
faucet are provided by whatever 
town you live in, but in 
Montague there are actually sep
arate fire and water districts for 
these services, and "the town" 
has nothing to do with them. 

EKSTROM from page 3 
status and that the cominittee not 
act tmtil they had explored all the 
options and had more information 
on which to base their decision. It 
appears that the school cominittee 
has disregarded our request, as is 
their right, and will move fo1ward 
without any collaboration with the 
towns." 

Pat Allen, of the Montague 
selectboard, said this week, "I 
have ce1tainly not been included 
in the discussion, and I don't 
believe my fellow board members 
have either. We have been waiting 
to hear when the process would 
commence after the evaluation of 
the superintendent's first year." 

Asked for comment this week, 
school cominittee chair Michael 
Langknecht said he felt the school 
cominittee needed to discuss what 
they wanted to do first, in regard 
to the interim superintendent's 
contract. He said he would make 
sure the selectboard knew the 
cominittee intends to discuss a 
three-year contract for 
Ekstrom on Tuesday, 11111!■ 
January 24th. 11_!1 

Twenty years ago, there were 
four distinct fire and water dis
tricts within the borders of 
Montague: Turners Falls, Millers 
Falls, Montague Center, and 
Lake Pleasant. Over the years the 
Millers Falls and Lake Pleasant 
districts have disappeared, with 
their customers now being served 
by either Tumers Falls or 
Montague Center. 

If you live in Montague 
Center, your water and fire pro
tection come from Montague 
Center; if you live in Lake 
Pleasant, you get your water from 
Tumers Falls but your fire protec
tion from Montague Center; and 
if you live anywhere else you get 
your water and fire protection 
from Turners Falls. (Of course, 
wherever you live, if you have 
your own well, your water comes 
from that.) 

Montague is also a member of 
two regional school districts - the 
Gill-Montague district and the 
Franklin County Technical 
School district, and those districts 
- not the town - are in charge of 
the school systems. 

The town, meaning Montague 
and not one of its pa1ts, is in 
charge of other municipal servic
es, including police, DPW, and 
sewer. (We pay one entity for the 

WIND from page 3 
impaiiment, cardiovascular dis
ease, headache or Inigraine." 

• "[T]he evidence suggests 
there is no risk of seizure from 
shadow flicker caused by wind 
h1rbines." (Shadow flicker 
results from the passage of the 
blades of a rotating wind hlrbine 
between the sun and the obse1v
er.) 

• "There is liinited scientific 
evidence of an association 
between annoyance from pro
longed shadow flicker ( exceed
ing 30 minutes per day) and 
potential transitory cognitive 
and physical health effects." 

The repo1t states the panel 
conducted an extensive search 
of the scientific literahrre as well 
as other reports, popular media, 
and the public comments 
received by the MassDEP. 
According to the report, the 
panel wanted to identify studies 
that specifically evaluate human 
responses to turbines, as well as 
population and individual 
responses to the three prima1y 
characteristics or attributes of 

water that comes into our sinks 
and another for the water that 
goes down the drain.) 

So, who is in charge of the 
town of Montague? 

Ultimately, the town meeting 
is in charge, as is tme with other 
towns in Massachusetts that 
aren't big enough to have a coun
cil-manager or mayoral fo1m of 
government. Town meeting 
members vote on the annual 
budgets and can amend them, and 
they also decide matters such as 
zoning and other bylaw changes, 
lease agreements, and so on. 

Many towns have what's 
called an 'open' town meeting, 
which means any registered voter 
can show up and vote, but 
Montague has a 'representative' 
town meeting. That means that 
ce1tain people are elected to be 
town meeting representatives, 
and they are the only ones 
allowed to vote at a town meet
ing. 

Right now, Montague has 126 
town meeting positions (although 
not all of them are ClllTently 
filled), divided among six 
precincts. Each member se1ves a 
te1m of three years, and eve1y 
year one third of the town meet
ing members are up for re-elec
tion, so the voters of each 

wind turbine operation: noise, 
vibration, and flicker. The panel 
also conducted "a rigorous 
analysis" of the evidence for 
Wind Turbine Syndrome and 
concluded a scientific basis for 
the proposed syndrome was 
lacking. 

Panel members included 
seven individuals with back
grounds in public health, epi
deiniology, toxicology, neurolo
gy and sleep medicine, neuro
science, and mechanical engi
neering. According to MassDEP 
and MDPH, all of the panel 
members are considered inde
pendent expe1ts from acadeinic 
instih1tions. With the exception 
of two individuals, panel mem
bers did not have any direct 
experience with wind hrrbines 
before joining the panel. 

Based on the findings in the 
repo1t, the panel recommended 
"best practices" for designing 
and siting wind hrrbines that 
could potentially be adopted as 
policies, guidelines or 
recommendations by 11111!■ 
state or local agencies. 11_!1 

precinct elect at least seven mem
bers to represent them at the 
annual town elections each May. 

After the most recent census, 
there was an effo1t to reduce the 
number of precincts and the num
ber of town meeting members in 
Montague, but it was unsuccess
fol. So the town will likely have 
the same stmcture for at least 
another ten years. Registered vot
ers interested in se1ving on town 
meeting can get their names on 
the ballot in Montague by collect
ing ten signahrres in their 
precincts before the election 
(contact the town clerk at 863-
3200 x 203 for details). But 
write-in votes are also allowed, 
and eve1y year several new mem
bers are elected to town meeting 
by write-in vote. 

The names of incumbents 
appear on the ballot automatical
ly unless they choose not to nm 
again. 

Eve1y year there is one annual 
town meeting, which our town 
bylaws state shall be held on the 
first Sahlrday in May (although it 
has occasionally been held at 
other times). This meeting is 
when most of the major decisions 
affecting town govemance take 
place - the annual budgets, 
including school assessments, are 

BRIEFS from page 3 
sentatives will provide info1ma
tion about Veterans Health 
Administration benefits and addi
tional veterans-specific info1ma
tion about VA services. 

This is a free event organized 
by veterans service officers Leo 
Parent and Mark Fitzpatrick, with 
the assistance of GSB branch 
manager Linda Acke1man, in 
coordination with the U.S. 
Depaitment of Veterans Affairs. 

In addition to prima1y cai·e and 
overall VA health benefits, pro
gram managers at the TU1ners 
Fall fair will include se1vices for 
combat veterans remming from 
Iraq and Afghanistan; women's 
health; mental health services and 
treatment for post traumatic stress 
disorder; VA nutrition and exer
cise programs; suppo1t to family 
caregivers; and home-based pri
mary care se1vices. For additional 
info1mation about the info1ma
tion fair, contact John Pai·adis at 
( 413) 582-3050 or by email at 
john.pai·adis@va.gov. 

Baystate Franklin Medical 
Center will hold a cardiac risk 

Each town meeting is presided 
over by a moderator, who is 
elected by the voters every year. 
Town meeting also has two per
manent cominittees - the finance 
cominittee and the capital 
improvements cominittee - that 
are appointed by the moderator 
and act on its behalf. From time 
to time, other cominittees are cre
ated by town meeting for special 
purposes or projects, which last 
only as long as their charge 
requires. 

But a govemment that consist
ed only of a 126-member group 
that only met every two or three 
months would be pretty ineffi
cient. So how does the day-to
day and week-to-week work of 
the town actually get done? We'll 
look at that in my next column. 

Mike Naughton is a member of 
the Montague finance committee. 
The opinions expressed here are 
his own, and do not necessarily 
represent those of the other mem
bers of the committee. 

cholesterol screening on 
Wednesday, Februa1y 8th, from 
8:30 to 10:00 a.m. in conference 
room A. Pa1ticipants must fast 
for 12 hours prior to being 
screened. Test results will be for
warded to participants and their 
primaiy cai·e providers. The cost 
for the screening is $10.00, and 
pre-registration is requfred by 
calling Baystate Health Link at 
413-773-2454. 

Send local briefs to: 
reporter-local@mon
taguema.net. II 
The Counay Playen 

Present: 
Play On! 

on Fridays and Saturdays, 
January 20, 21, 27, 28 at 
8 p.m. Sunday matinee, 
January 29 at 2 p.m. at 

the Shea Theater in 
Turners Falls. 

$12 general admission. 
$10 students and seniors. 

413-863-2281, ext. 1 

www.countryplayers.org 

PLACE YOUR BIZ CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

i1RECISION 
_L\. ·~ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

39 Center Road 
GilL MA 01354 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

elfJf 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOAIID 

Treatment Plant Staff 
to Work Four Day Week 

BY JANEL five days a week), already to a tour, especially after 
NOCKLEBY - In sewer approved by union repre- Trombley described the 
news, Wat~r. Polluti?n sentation, the decision facility as "amazing." He 
Control Fac1hty supenn- could be made by the added, "They make mil
tendant Bob Trombley selectboard for the WPCF lions of feet of wire a 
requested that the WPCF also. Montague town hall month." 
staff change to a four day employees changed to a In other news, the 
work week, with ten hour four day week schedule in selectboard voted to 
days, from Monday 2008, with the hopes of approve a request to the 
through Thursday (6 a.m. reducing energy costs. Franklin Regional Council 
unt~l 4 P 1:ll·) for a trial Trombley explained of Govemments brown
penod lastillg through the that with the longer hours fields committee for tech
end of March, 2012. during the aftemoon, there nical assistance to conduct 
Currently, the treatment is a chance more septage a Phase II Environmental 
plant employees work (material pumped out of Site Assessment (ESA) for 
from 6 am. until 2 p.m. septic tanks) haulers may the town owned prope1ties 
Monday through Friday. find it convenient to at 26-34 East Main Street 

Montague selectboard become customers at the in Millers Falls. The 
members C~-is Boutwell Montague treatment plant. FRCOG's brownfields 
and Mark Faubrother (Pat This could mean more website feahues a 
Allen was absent) voted to revenue for the depart- brochure that defilles the 
approve the request based ment. Recently, the select- te1m. "A brownfield is real 
on Trombley's comments board approved a lower property, the expansion, 
on Tuesday evening. rate for septage hauling, to redevelopment, or reuse of 

The new schedule will encourage more cus- which may be complicat
~ave the ef!ect of increas- tomers in this category. ed by the presence or 
illg overtime pay for Trombley also stated that potential presence of a 
WPCF staff on weekends. WPCF staff might "oet hazardous substance, pol
On a rotating basis, a two more work done" in fhe lutant, or contaminant." 
person crew works a mini- aftemoons, since they will Coincidentally, or per
mum o~ three hours each have more continuity in haps not, no less than 
day dunng the weekends, their work days. three Montague town 
said Trombley, in order to Judd Wire, a high tech properties are feah1red 
perfo1m necessa1y mainte- wire company located on photographically on the 
nance. Now, instead of a Tumpike Road, now has brochure, dominating it -
two day weekend to perm1ss1on from the the Railroad Salvage 
accme overtime, staff will selectboard to continue its building, the Strathmore 
have three days to receive sewer usage (at its current Mill complex, and the for
time and a half pay. rate of about 3800 gallons mer Dubois prope1ty at 

"If you look at the rest per day) for an additional Third and Canal Streets. 
of this fiscal year (January five years. Trombley Only the Dubois prope1ty, 
27th_ through _June 30_th), explained the wire compa- now a youth sculpture 
the illcrease ill ove1time ny has far less water use park, is considered 
pay ends up being $3726 than the big three industri- cleaned up so far. 
for the department," al water users in town - Among the prior own
Trombley said. Southwo1th Paper (restime ers of the prope1ties tmder 

There is also a rotating and fille business papers consideration on East 
emergency cell phone available at your favorite Main Street, which the 
~hich may ~ead to addi- office supply stores), town took for back taxes 
tional overtime pay on Conagra (Lightlife - last summer, was Jeanne 
Fridays. Trombley said Sma1t Dogs available at Goh-ick, also an East Main 
that the sta~ has gotten your favorite grocer), and Street resident. Two weeks 
better at keepillg the mun- Australis (home of aqua- ago, Golrick was filled 
ber of alarms down in the culhrre fa1m-raised bara- $31,000 by the 
last few years. mundi - the better fish). M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Town administrator The selectboard Department of 
Frank _Abbondanzio noted approved renewing the Environmental Protection. 
that s~ce the town hall industrial discharge per- In a press release, the 
and highway department mit for Judd Wire, and agency explained that 
already nm on a four day a members Chi-is Boutwell when she owned 34 East 
week schedule (except in and Mark Fairbrother Main Street, "Ms. Gomck 
the winter when the high- seemed open to an invita- failed to complete the 
way department is open tion from Judd Wue staff 

see MONTAGUE pg 14 

from MIDWIFE pg 1 
Beck and Hill are both 

certified professional mid
wives who have complet
ed fo1mal sh1dy, ti·adition
al apprenticeships, and 
11gorous national exami
nation. Beck and Hill offer 
free consultation; com
plete pre-natal care, labor 
and delive1y care, postpar
hlm and Dula care. They 
even have a po1table rub 
for water biiths. They are 
both members of the 
Massachusetts Midwives 
Alliance, a professional 
trade organization created 
by and for a dynamic and 
diverse group of mid
wives. 

The MMA was founded 
to build cooperation 
among midwives, and to 
promote midwife1y as a 
means of improving health 
care for women and their 
families. This umbrella 
organization serves as a 
source of illspiration and 
suppo1t for Beck and Hill, 
who attend workshops and 
share illformation and 
insights with other mid
wives. 

The partners met at 
midwife1y school in 1996 
and have practiced indi
vidually in different pa1ts 
of the state and together in 
Westem Massachusetts, 
with 300 safe, successful 
biiths between them, not 
cotmting their own. Beck 
has three children and Hill 
has eleven, and all their 
babies have been bom at 
home. 

They say, "The experi
ence of giving biith at 
home allows us to speak to 
the sacred, transfo1mative 
experience that biith can 
be." 

If a woman chooses to 
have her baby in the hos
pital, the pair can provide 
labor suppo1t at a patient's 
home tmtil it is time to go 
to the hospital, and then 
serve as a b11dge to the 
medical community dur
ing the birth and after
wards. And, if complica
tions arise during labor, 
and a woman must go to 
the hospital, they will 
transpo1t her and alert the 
hospital and the doctors on 

call. 
Both Hill and Beck say 

they are grateful for the 
local medical commtmity 
who work in collaboration 
with midwives, and for 
their extended commtmity 
of friends, who willingly 
care for their children 
when they are called upon 
to attend a biith. 

Being mothers as well 
as well-trained profession
als means they can assure 
a laboring woman, "We 
have been there, too." 

Beck added, "That's the 
lovely thing about women 
se1ving women. We can 
make a woman feel both 
safe and strong." 

Hill said, "Women who 
make this choice are 
exti·emely thoughtful, and 
some who previously 
delivered a child in a hos
pital setting felt like they 
lost their voices first time 
around." 

A home birth provides 
personal autonomy and 
total control of your sur
roundings. A handout 
answering the question, 
'Why Homebirth?' reads, 
"The food is yours, the 
clothes are yours, and the 
biithing position of choice 
is yours. Nothing is 
imposed. Privacy 
enhances illstinct, restor
ing birth from a medical 
event to a nah1ral 
process." 

In a world of dazzling 
technology and impressive 
medical centers, it is easy 
to forget that tmtil 1900, 
almost every American 
was bom at home, and that 
home birth is still the 
norm in many pa1ts of the 
world. In fact, over 90% 
of those alive on Ea1th 
today were bom at home. 

Hill and Beck point out 
that evidence-based 
research shows that home 
birth with skilled mid
wives is as safe or safer 
than hospital biith; with 
planned home biith 
women suffer fewer 
severe tears, fewer hemor
rhages, fewer surgical 
deliveries (by 50 percent), 
less instmmental deliver
ies, and fewer epi
siotomies. Also, babies 
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bom at home benefit from 
higher Apgar scores and 
higher rates of successful 
breastfeeding. 

Still, with all this evi
dence, Beck and Hill are 
not out to make conve1ts 
of eve1y pregnant woman. 
In fact, tru·ee pregnancies a 
month is about all they can 
handle, because of the 
time and attention each 
woman receives. 

"We listen and they 
talk. They can laugh, c1y, 
complain, share their 
hopes and fears; it is all 
about them. For so many 
busy women, just having a 
safe space where they are 
affirmed in this way is 
rare," said Beck. 

Also, added Hill, "We 
are so hands-on that we 
can spot any potential 
complications early on." 

There are some medical 
conditions that contraindi
cate a home biith, such as 
heart conditions and type 
1 diabetes, and any 
woman considering Buth 
Care Commtmity 
Midwives will need to dis
cuss her medical history 
with Beck and Hill. Once 
that detail is cleared, the 
focus of the practice is to 
affum the positive. 

"Birthing at home is an 
amazing, empowering 
experience. Some biiths 
are ve1y quiet and tranquil. 
Some women gather fami
ly and friends arotmd them 
and it's like a pa1ty. Each 
birth is different, and it's 
an honor to know these 
women," said Beck. 

Though there is pend
ing legislation to get this 
care covered by the larger 
health illsurers, at present 
most insurance plans do 
not cover home birth mid
wife1y in Massachusetts. 
But, Beck and Hill would 
not want the cost of home 
birth care, which ranges 
from $3,000 - $3,800, to 
deter any woman seeking 
their assistance. They have 
payment plans and some
times they baiter for serv
ices. 

"We want to talk with 
women and make this 
work," said Beck. 
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Town Meeting Approves 
Heating Upgrades at Safety Complex 

NOTES FROM THE Gill SELECTBOARD 

Gill Avoids $860 DEP Penalty 
for Missed Water Tests at School 

Special T01vn Meeting at Work, January 17th, 2012. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
GILL - Town meeting 
voters decided to bonow 
$10,125 on Tuesday to 
provide the remaining 
funds needed to install 
two new oil-fired forced 
hot water boilers at the 
public safety complex, 
which is shared by the 
police, fire and highway 
departments. The finance 
committee and capital 
improvements committee 
agreed it would be more 
prudent to replace the 
cunent 33-year old boil
er, which has been break
ing down with some reg
ularity, with two smaller 
units, and to convert the 
system from steam to 
more efficient forced hot 
water, rather than contin
ue to repair the old sys
tem. 

More than two dozen 
voters huned out for the 
short special town meet
ing; the vote to upgrade 
the safety complex heat
ing system was unani
mous. 

Finance committee 
member Tupper Brown 
supported the motion, 
after pointing out that the 
six month bonowing for 
the $10,125 would need 

to be paid back in the 
FY'l3 budget. 

The total project cost 
for the heating system 
upgrade will come to 
about $55,000. The 
motion stipulated that 
$10,000 of this amount 
would come from the 
Vermont Yankee emer
gency fund, and $14,875 
from supplemental state 
aid, added to the $20,000 
the town had previously 
appropriated to repair or 
replace the boiler. 

In other business, vot
ers unanimously 
approved moving $800 
from the county dog ftmd 
to the library account. 
That was easy to tmder
stand, because dogs 
deserve a chance to bor
row books, just like any 
other citizen. But how 
many voters really tmder
stood the fine points of 
Mass General Laws 
Chapter 41, Section 110-
A, which was read out 
loud by the town clerk 
before receiving a tmani
mous vote of approval? 

That section of state 
law reads, "Any public 
office in any city or town 
may remain closed on 
any or all Sahu-days as 

may be determined from 
time to time, in a city by 
the city cotmcil, subject 
to the provisions of the 
city charter, or, in a town, 
by vote of the town at a 
special or regular town 
meeting, and the provi
sions of section nine of 
chapter four shall apply 
in the case of such clos
ing of any such office on 
any Sahu-day to the same 
extent as if such Saturday 
were a legal holiday." 

We will attempt to 
explain the meaning of 
that at some other date. 
Perhaps on a Sahu-day. 

Before adjourning for 
the evening, by a vote of 
23 - 3, town meeting 
approved a new solar 
overlay district, taking up 
most of the Village 
Commerical district 
along Route 2 and Main 
Road, where future 
installations of ground 
motmted solar panels will 
be allowed by right. 

Passage of this bylaw 
fulfilled one of the neces
sa1y requirements for the 
town to apply for Green 
Community status, to 
qualify for state energy 
conservation grants. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
The town will avoid an 
$860 penalty for failing 
to provide the 
Massachusetts 
Department of 
Environmental Protection 
seini-annual analyses of 
trace copper and lead in 
the public water supply 
system used at the Gill 
Elementary School by 
signing a consent order to 
have those tests per
formed regularly over the 
next two years. 

The stepped up testing 
of the school's water sup
ply was ordered when a 
spot check of copper and 
lead turned up a problem 
resulting from one defec
tive plumbing fixhu-e in 
the school's kitchen 
which has since been 
replaced, town adininis
trative assistant Ray 
Purington told the select
board on Tuesday. 

But after that one ele
vated reading fotmd dur
ing a routine test in 2010, 
the DEP ordered the 
school district to provide 
more frequent follow-up 
tests for copper and lead 
at ten different locations 
in the school for the suc
ceeding years, and due to 
a database error in the 
school district's water 
testing subcontractor, 
Safe Waters, those test 
samples were not taken 
until December of 2011, 
leading to the DEP's 
action. 

The school district 
pointed out to the DEP 
that the town of Gill 
owns both the school 
building and the well that 
supplies it, and the select
board agreed it would be 
the town's responsibility 
to pay the $480 cost of 
the seini-annual tests. 

Purington noted the 
test for copper and lead in 
the school's water supply 
in December of 2011 
turned up no elevated 
levels. 

He reininded the board 

that a high coliform bac
teria reading from several 
years ago in the school's 
water supply leaves the 
town vulnerable to a fur
ther enforcement order 
from DEP if high col
iform readings are fotmd 
again at GES. If that hap
pens, Purington said, the 
likely remediation meas
ure would be the installa
tion of a chlorination sys
tem at the school. 

In other news, select
board chair Randy 
Crochier said a $100,000 
Community Innovation 
grant application has 
been sent in this week to 
the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of 
Adininistration and 
Finance to provide start 
up ftmding for a regional 
public health district for 
Franklin County. 

In the disappointing 
wake of the public health 
initiative's failure to 
receive the hoped for 
three-year, $325,000 
grant from the 
Massachusetts 
Department of Public 
Health late last year to 
launch the Franklin 
County regional public 
health program, Crochier 
called the fallback to a 
one-year start up grant 
from EOAF, "a straw to 
reach out and get it start
ed." He added, 
"Hopefully, it will grow 
to become self-sustain
ing." 

Gill was one of just 
seven Franklin County 
towns that initially 
signed on for the compre
hensive public health 
delivery program, which 
would rely on the 
Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments 
as a fiscal agent and a 
decision making body of 
one board of health mem
ber appointed by each of 
the participating towns. 

Crochier said if the 
EOAF grant comes 
through, he believes the 

program will be up and 
running by May 1st. 

After a long delay, the 
new pumps are finally 
being shipped for the 
town's pumped sewer 
system, which forces 
sewage from the 
Riverside Water District 
under Barton Cove to 
join the Montague sewer 
line. 

Purington said the plan 
is for contractor R.H. 
White to install one of the 
new pumps at the 
Riverside pump house on 
Monday, January 23rd, 
and test it out for the 
remainder of the week 
before installing the other 
new replacement pump 
on Janua1y 30th. 

After hearing that 
Massachusetts Senator 
Scott Brown is likely to 
be in attendance at the 
upcoming Dial Self 
Youth Services 
Roundtable on January 
27th, Purington said, "If 
that's the case, I probably 
won't go." 

His reluctance to 
attend was not based on 
Brown's partisan affilia
tion, Purington said, but 
due to the fact that the 
youth legislative forum 
tended to focus on 
national or global issues, 
rather than local ones, 
and that tendency would 
only become more pro
nounced with a U.S. 
Senator at the forum. 

"If I could solve glob
al warning I'd ask for a 
raise," Purington said. 

He did not mention 
that Scott Brown voted 
last year to ban the feder
al Environmental 
Protection Agency from 
controlling greenhouse 
gasses that can lead to 
global warming. Brown 
is also noted for the com
plexity of his view on 
global warming, as in 
December of 2009 when 
he told a constituent, 
"The globe is always 
heating and cooling." 
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Transition To-w-n Gathering 

More than 50 people attended a regional gathering of the Transition To1vn movement 
at the Wendell Tot11n Hall on Monday night, January 16th. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD dents at the Kinsale Further established in the UK in late 
WENDELL - Following a Education College in Ireland in 2006, to support the interna
bountiful potluck, more than 2005, to a sprawling interna- tional growth of the movement. 
50 people gathered in a large tional network working on the In 2007, increasing high levels 
circle in the Wendell town hall community level to prepare for of interest in the States led to 
on Monday night to discuss 'energy descent' and climate the launch of Transition US, 
ways to make their communi- change. Rather than wait for which provides co-ordination, 
ties more resilient in a time of governments to lead the way, support and training to 
commodity scarcity and eco- the movement emphasizes Transition Initiatives as they 
nomic upheaval. community self-reliance and emerge across the countiy. 

Billed as a regional gather- prioritizing the local over the It was apparent from the 
ing for the Transition Town imported. The movement's people gathered in Wendell on 
movement, the event drew mission is to encourage eve1y Martin Luther King Day that 
organizers from as far away as locality to engage its collective the Transition Town movement 
Pittsfield, Putney, VT, Wor- creativity to unleash an has found fertile ground in the 
cester and Longmeadow along extraordinary and historic tran- Pioneer Valley. 
with devotees of slow growth, sition to a future beyond fossil Alistair MacMa1tin, one of 
alternative energy, community fuels; a future that is more five residents from the Wendell 
gardens, ai1d something called vibrant and resilient. Transition Town team that 
"the Great Unleashing of the The Transition Town move- hosted the event, introduced 
Collective Genius." ment has spread rapidly across himself by saying, "We're hav-

The international Trai1sition the world as groups in other ing a really good time in our 
Town movement has grown communities copied the model group. But sometimes I feel we 
from a classroom idea, cat- and initiated the Transition really don't know what we're 
alyzed by pennaculture educa- process in their own locales. doing at all." 
tor Rob Hopkins and his stu- The Transition Network was Much of the evening was 

given over to a presenta
tion by the Northfield 
Transition Town initiating 
group, who were looked 
up to by the rest of the 
crowd because they had 
already succeeded, in a 
November event billed as 
'Celebrate Northfield,' in 
taking the community 
step of holding "the Great 
Unleashing" by gathering 
80 or 90 No1thfield resi
dents in one room and 
allowing them to anarchi
cally determine what 
working groups they 
would like to establish or 
facilitate in order to build 
more resilience in their 
town. As the residents 
themselves determined, 
resilience for No1thfield 
would involve a commu
nity gai·den, a tool sharing 
libra1y, developing a plan 
for community waste 
reduction, regionalizing 
town services such as 
police, fire or highway 

departments with neighboring 
towns, opening a food pantiy, 
or even offering a workshop in 
woodlot management. 

"But how many people are 
actually working on those 
things now?" someone in the 
room wondered. 

"We don't know," admitted 
Emily Koester, one of the 
No1thfield initiators. "We don't 
know how many groups are 
still going on. Some have mor
phed or gone by the wayside." 

After hearing from the 
No1thfield initiators, the room 
broke down into about eight or 
nine small groups to freely 
shai·e ideas about building the 
Transition Town movement in 
the Valley and beyond. 

One of these groups, which 
examined the possibility of 
encouraging more small scale 
manufacturing in the region, 
was facilitated by Don 
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Campbell, a No1thfield resi
dent and solai· power consult
ant. This group talked about 
the possibility of reviving 
small machine shops to pro
vide prototypes for treadle 
powered apple presses and 
other non-carbon fuel oriented 
agricultural products. 

Cainpbell said, "Instead of 
large scale maimfacturing with 
high unemployment, more tra
ditional small scale maimfac
turing would keep more people 
employed." 

Others noted the prevalence 
of vacant Inills by hydro dams 
waiting to be repurposed in an 
era when non polluting fuel 
sources will again be valued. 

By the end of the evening, 
the work of the small groups 
had been compiled, ai1d partic
ipants left with a feeling of 
cainaraderie in the strnggle for 
a sustainable economic future. 

"The amazing thing was to 
find so many other people 
doing the saine work," said 
MacMa1tin. 

When ai1 outsider asked if 
the point of the international 
Trai1sition Town movement, in 
essence, was to tiy to get more 
communities to resemble the 
town of Wendell, with its com
munity garden, free box, food 
pantiy, citizen-led neighbor
hood emergency response net
work, solar powered library 
doubling as a free university, 
and town funded food coordi
nator, MacMa1tin just laughed. 

"Is the transition even nec
essary in Wendell? It's already 
happening on so mai1y levels. I 
realize more and more how 
much I love living here and 
what an amazing place it is." 

That's a credo all Valley res
idents can take to hea1t in the 
days ahead. 

For more info1mation on the 
Trai1sition Town movement, go 
to: www.transitionus.org. 
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"" EASTHAMPTON A1tists Some napkin aitists offered 
only a few spai·e lines, tracing 
elliptical arcs within the diminu
tive fraine, leaving the viewer 
seeking meaning in a constricted 
universe of recycled rags. Others 
neai-Iy crowded out the tiny canvas 
with effulgent splashes of 
gouache, or perhaps spilled tea. 
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He Did It! 
by Peter Webemchuk 

Economic Outlook Uncertain 
Zelda DunawC!J, age 2 

Pine Tree RtJrschach 
by Ruth Kjaer 

sometimes talk about their ambi-
tion to work on a bigger canvas. 
But rarely do we have the chance 
to see as disparate a group of 
a1tists working a canvas quite so 
small as the humble paper napkin, 
which took pride of place in an 
unusual opening at the Selections 
Galle1y at Eastworks in 
Easthampton last Saturday. 

Excellent beer from Holyoke's 
High and Mighty Brewe1y and 
music from a Dada ensemble com
plemented the show, and if anyone 
happened to spill salsa from a com 
chip on their shirtfront amid the 
excitement, they could easily find 
a napkin to wipe it off. 

Hundreds of individual master
pieces in miniature were pinned to 
the walls - some artists entered 
dozens of separate line drawings, 
word poems, sketches, paintings, 
collages - all framed by the six 
inch, occasionally scalloped
edged, forgivingly absorbent 
paper square. 

Limning the bold, zigging lines 
of her equid companion in blue 
felt marker, Becca Law revealed, 
"Paco the Zebra was my only 
friend." Heaitbreaking. But easily 
digestible. 

Childrens' work mingled in this 
polyglot assemblage with serious 
a1t, serious but very small, such as 
the line and shadow studies by 
Dawn Siebel examining the tran
substantiation of potatoes turning 
into hats, a pear becoming a guitar. 

Some napkins turned the con
cept of the tiny square on its 
elbow, presenting work of dia
mond-like brilliance in a diamond 
setting. But most stuck to the 
plebian square, filling it with 
inventive patterns suggestive of 
coffee stains or deranged 
Rorschach blots. 

Peter Weremchuk told a story 
in black and blue ink of the fabu
lous ride of Rollie Free, depicted 
in a minor blaze of glo1y, clinging 
to the handlebars of a bo1rnwed 
Vincent Black Lightning with the 
seat removed, stretched horizontal 
to the Bonneville Salt Flats, 
dressed only in a bathing cap, 
speedo, and sneakers, on the 
"brisk September morning" in 
1948 when he broke the world 
land speed record at 15 0 .313 miles 
per hour. Stripped down hero of a 

The creators of the galle1y 
work paced and preened as they do 
at any a1t opening, but with far less 
to show for their anxiety. 

One of the 50 aitists represent
ed spoke cagily about his work 
when asked, "Do you have a piece 
in the show?" 

"I do." 
"Is it ve1y small?" 
"It's #24. That's all I can tell 

you. You have to find it." 
We never did. 
Some envelopes seemed to 

reach for the essence of a particu
lai· experience, others seemed 
poised to capture the zeitgeist of 
the entire show, if not the present 
moment, as when Ruth Kjaer drew 
two slightly intaglioed brown cir
cles near the center of her napkin, 
as if the damp and muddied 
imprint of her mug still pressed 
against its fibers. A pine tree or the 
blackened pyramidal eye of God 
hovered within, ai1d inscribed 
above and below in flowing script 
were the inlmortal words: "Now 
my coffee's cold ... Oh, well ... " 

But the cultural illuminati who 
prowled the vast halls of the for
mer Stanley Home Products facto-
1y on Pleasant Street and sampled 
the a1tistic petites oeuvres on the 
walls of the Selections Gallery 
settled on one napkin in pa1ticular, 
like frnit flies on a favorable stain, 
as the piece de resistance for the 
evening. It was a fleeting, indis
tinct vision, barely sketched by 
Neal Parks in shaky pen strokes, 
that hinted at memories of an old 
mill building, perhaps a tobacco 
barn, drifting down a river 
clogged with flotsam or inchoate 
ice floes, under a bai·ely indicated 
mountain of pines. The inscription 
at the bottom of the napkin read, 
"The dream moved to 
Easthamp ... " 

Half the a1tists in No1thampton 
wandering the elegant, evocative 
and very strange little galle1y 
opening at Eastworks seemed to 
agree. 

The Dream Moved to Easthamp .... 
by Neal Parks 
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THE WAY from page 4 
nomic status was considered the 
measure of the individual's abili
ty and talents. And, in the think
ing of that day, the absence of 
worldly goods indicated a want 
of industrious habits and moral 
fiber. 

We've come a long way in 
our understanding of human 
motivation and of the blind oper
ation of our economic system. 
Now we realize that dislocations 
in the market operations of our 
economy and the prevalence of 
discrimination thmst people into 
idleness and bind them in con
stant or :frequent unemployment 
against their will. Today the poor 
are less often dismissed, I hope, 
from our consciences by being 
branded as inferior or incompe
tent. We also know that no mat
ter how dynamically the econo
my develops and expands, it 
does not eliminate all poverty .... 

New fo1ms of work that 
enhance the social good will 
have to be devised for those for 
whom traditional jobs are not 
available. In 1879 Herny George 
anticipated this state of affairs 
when he wrote in Progress and 
Poverty: 

The fact is that the work 
which improves the condition of 
mankind, the work which 
extends knowledge and increases 
power and enriches literature and 
elevates thought, is not done to 
secure a living. It is not the work 
of slaves driven to their tasks 
either by the task, by the 
taskmaster, or by animal necessi
ty. It is the work of men who 
somehow find a fo1m of work 
that brings a security for its own 
sake and a state of society where 
want is abolished. 

Work of this s01t could be 
eno1mously increased, and we 
are likely to find that the prob
lems of housing and education, 
instead of preceding the elimina
tion of poverty, will themselves 
be affected if poverty is first 
abolished. The poor transformed 
into purchasers will do a great 
deal on their own to alter housing 
decay. Negroes who have a dou
ble disability will have a greater 
effect on discrimination when 
they have the additional weapon 
of cash to use in their snuggle. 

Beyond these advantages, a 
host of positive psychological 
changes inevitably will result 
from widespread economic secu
rity. The dignity of the individual 

will flourish when the decisions 
concerning his life are in his own 
hands, when he has the means to 
seek self-improvement. Personal 
conflicts among husbands, wives 
and children will diminish when 
the unjust measurement of 
human wo1th on the scale of dol
lars is eliminated. 

Now our countly can do this. 
John Kenneth Galbraith said that 
a guaranteed annual income 
could be done for about twenty 
billion dollars a year. And I say 
to you today, that if our nation 
can spend thirty-five billion dol
lars a year to fight an unjust, evil 
war in Vietnam, and twenty bil
lion dollars to put a man on the 
moon, it can spend billions of 
dollars to put God's children on 
their own two feet right here on 
ea1th. 

Now, let me say briefly that 
we must reaffum our commit
ment to nonviolence. I want to 
su·ess this .... 

Occasionally Negroes con
tend that the 1965 Watts riot and 
the other riots in various cities 
represented effective civil rights 
action. But those who express 
this view always end up with 
stumbling words when asked 
what concrete gains have been 
won as a result. At best, the riots 
have produced a little additional 
antipove1ty money allotted by 
frightened government officials, 
and a few water-sprinklers to 
cool the children of the ghettoes. 
It is something like improving 
the food in prison while the peo
ple remain securely incarcerated 
behind bars .... 

This is no time for romantic 
illusions and empty philosophi
cal debates about freedom This 
is a time for action. What is 
needed is a su·ategy for change, a 
tactical program that will bring 
the Negro into the mainsu·eam of 
American life as quickly as pos
sible. So far, this has only been 
offered by the nonviolent move
ment. Without recognizing this 
we will end up with solutions 
that don't solve, answers that 
don't answer and explanations 
that don't explain. 

And so I say to you today that 
I still stand by nonviolence. And 
I am still convinced that it is the 
most potent weapon available to 
the Negro in his snuggle for jus
tice in this countly. And the other 
thing is that I am concerned 
about a better world. I'm con
cerned about justice. I'm con-

cerned about brotherhood. I'm 
concerned about tmth. And when 
one is concerned about these, he 
can never advocate violence. For 
through violence you may mur
der a murderer but you can't 
murder murder. Through vio
lence you may murder a liar but 
you can't establish tmth. 
Through violence you may mur
der a hater, but you can't murder 
hate. Darkness cannot put out 
darkness. Only light can do that. 

And I say to you, I have also 
decided to stick to love. For I 
know that love is ultimately the 
only answer to mankind's prob
lems. And I'm going to talk 
about it eve1ywhere I go. I know 
it isn't popular to talk about it in 
some circles today. I'm not talk
ing about emotional bosh when I 
talk about love. I'm talking about 
a strong, demanding love. 

And I have seen too much 
hate. I've seen too much hate on 
the faces of sheriffs in the South. 
I've seen hate on the faces of too 
many Klansmen and too many 
White Citizens Councilors in the 
South to want to hate myself, 
because eve1y time I see it, I 
know that it does something to 
their faces and their personalities 
and I say to myself that hate is 
too great a burden to bear. I have 
decided to love. If you are seek
ing the highest good, I think you 
can find it through love. And the 
beautiful thing is that we are 
moving against wrong when we 
do it, because John was right, 
God is love. He who hates does 
not know God, but he who has 
love has the key that unlocks the 
door to the meaning of ultimate 
reality. 

I want to say to you as I move 
to my conclusion, as we talk 
about, 'Where do we go from 
here?' that we honestly face the 
fact that the movement must 
address itself to the question of 
restl1.1cturing the whole of 
American society. There are 
forty million poor people here. 
And one day we must ask the 
question, 'Why are there forty 
million poor people in 
America?' And when you begin 
to ask that question, you are rais
ing questions about the econom
ic system, about a broader disu1-
bution of wealth. When you ask 
that question, you begin to ques
tion the capitalistic economy. 
And I'm simply saying that more 
and more, we've got to begin to 
ask questions about the whole 

society. We are called upon to 
help the discouraged beggars in 
life's marketplace. But one day 
we must come to see that an edi
fice which produces beggars 
needs resm1cttumg. It means that 
questions must be raised. You 
see, my fi'iends, when you deal 
with this, you begin to ask the 
question, 'Who owns the oil?' 
You begin to ask the question, 
'Who owns the iron ore?' You 
begin to ask the question, 'Why 
is it that people have to pay water 
bills in a world that is two-thirds 
water?' These are questions that 
must be asked. 

Now, don't think that you 
have me in a bind today. I'm not 
talking about Communism. 

What I'm saying to you this 
morning is that Communism for
gets that life is individual. 
Capitalism forgets that life is 
social, and the kingdom of broth
erhood is found neither in the 
thesis of Commmrism nor the 
antithesis of Capitalism but in a 
higher synthesis. It is found in a 
higher synthesis that combines 
the tluths of both. 

Now, when I say question the 
whole society, it means ultimate
ly coming to see that the problem 
of racism, the problem of 
exploitation, and the problem of 
war are all tied together. These 
are the triple evils that are inter
related. 

If you will let me be a preach
er just a little bit. .. Jesus realized 
something basic - that if a man 
will lie, he will steal. And if a 
man will steal, he will kill. So 
instead of just getting bogged 
down in one thing, Jesus looked 
at [Nicodemus] and said, 'You 
must be born again.' 

He said, in other words, 'Your 
whole sm1cttrre must be 
changed.' A nation that will keep 
people in slave1y for 244 years 
will make them into things. 
Therefore they will exploit them, 
and poor people generally, eco
nomically. And a nation that will 
exploit economically will have 
foreign investments and every
thing else, and will have to use its 
inilita1y to protect them. All of 
these problems are tied together. 

What I am saying today is that 
we must go from this convention 
and say, 'America, you must be 
born again!' 

So, I conclude by saying 
again today that we have a task 
and let us go out with a divine 
dissatisfaction. Let us be dissatis-

fied until Ame11ca will no longer 
have a high blood pressure of 
creeds and an anemia of deeds. 
Let us be dissatisfied until the 
u·agic walls that separate the 
outer city of wealth and comfort 
and the irurer city of pove1ty and 
despair shall be cmshed by the 
battering rams of the forces of 
justice. Let us be dissatisfied 
tmtil those that live on the out
skiits of hope are brought into 
the meu·opolis of daily secm'ity. 
Let us be dissatisfied tmtil slums 
are cast into the junk heaps of 
history, and eve1y family is liv
ing in a decent sanitary home. 
Let us be dissatisfied until the 
dark yesterdays of segregated 
schools will be u·ansformed into 
bright tomo1Tows of quality, 
integrated education. Let us be 
dissatisfied tmtil integration is 
not seen as a problem but as an 
oppo1tturity to pa1ticipate in the 
beauty of diversity. Let us be dis
satisfied tmtil men and women, 
however black they may be, will 
be judged on the basis of the con
tent of their character and not on 
the basis of the color of their 
skin. Let us be dissatisfied .... 

I must confess, my fi'iends, 
the road ahead will not always be 
smooth. There will be still rocky 
places of frusu·ation and mean
de1mg points of bewilde1ment. 
There will be inevitable setbacks 
here and there. There will be 
those moments when the buoy
ancy of hope will be u·ansfo1med 
into the fatigue of despair. Our 
dreams will sometimes be shat
tered and our ethereal hopes 
blasted. We may again with tear
drenched eyes have to stand 
before the bier of some coura
geous civil 11ghts worker whose 
life will be snuffed out by the 
dastardly acts of bloodthirsty 
mobs. Difficult and painful as it 
is, we must walk on in the days 
ahead with an audacious faith in 
the futtu·e. 

When our days become drea1y 
with low-hovering clouds of 
despair, and when our nights 
become darker than a thousand 
midnights, let us remember that 
there is a creative force in this 
turiverse, working to pull down 
the gigantic motmtains of evil, a 
power that is able to make a way 
out of no way and transform dark 
yesterdays into bright tomo1Tows. 

Let us realize the arc of the 
moral universe is long but it 
bends toward justice. II 
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COST from pg 1 
Northampton, gave a brief but 
damning overview of Pentagon 
spending. 

To begin with, Hellman 
showed a pie chart of federal 
spending, which showed that in 
the fiscal year that began 
October 1st, 2011, the United 
States is spending 6% of eve1y 
tax dollar on interest on the 
national debt, 59% on manda
tory programs such as 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security, and the remaining 
34% on discretiona1y spending. 
It is from this last slice of the 
federal pie, roughly a third of 
eve1y tax dollar spent, that all 
funding for social programs 
like education, health, trans
portation and the milita1y 
comes. 

Drilling down into the data, 
Hellman showed that out of the 
$1.24 trillion devoted in FY'l2 
to discretionary programs, 
58%, or about $750 billion, is 
devoted to the milita1y. The 
remainder of the discretiona1y 
budget is divided up among all 
other national priorities, with 
6% going to environmental 
protection, energy and science; 
6% to education; 6% to govern
ment; 5% for health; 5% for 
housing and community devel
opment, 4% to international 
affairs (including billions to 
foreign cotmtries like Israel and 
Egypt to purchase weapons 
from the United States), 2% for 
transportation, and so on. 

Examining the military slice 
of the federal pie more careful
ly, Hellman said the Pentagon's 
base budget for the current fis
cal year is $553 billion. The 
amotmt allocated for the war 
effo1ts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
is reduced somewhat with the 
winding down of operations in 
Iraq, from the FY' 11 total of 
$160 billion to $118 billion. An 
additional $19.3 billion is spent 
each year on maintaining and 
cleaning up past environmental 
problems from the nation's 
nuclear weapons program, 
Hellman said. 

item he referred to as the 
Pentagon's "couch change." 

An additional $6.6 billion is 
given to the milita1y budgets of 
other nations, ostensible allies 
like Pakistan, to purchase 
weapons, and to pay for recon
struction from the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, he said. He 
called the $2 billion annual for
eign aid bill for Israel, which is 
used to buy weapons from the 
United States, "a subsidy for 
the U.S. defense industry." 

Next, Hellman showed an 
interesting slide that showed a 
breakdown of total global 
expenditures on milita1y spend
ing, with the U.S. leading the 
pack with 42% of the global 
total in 2008. Our NATO allies 
together spend just 24% of the 
global milita1y spending total, 
while the rest of the world com
bined to spend 34%, except for 
a small sliver Hellman broke 
out denoting possible adver
saries like Cuba, Iran, North 
Korea, Sudan and Somalia, 
which combined to make up 
less than 1 % of global milita1y 
expenditures. 

The United States spent 
almost eight times more on the 
military than China, its nearest 
competitor in this category of 
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spending, spent in 2008. 
In the decade since 9/11, 

Hellman said, the United States 
has spent $7.6 trillion on the 
Pentagon and related programs, 
including $1.3 trillion for the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Adjusted for inflation, he said 
the Pentagon budget had risen 
43% since 9/11. There has been 
a 21 % increase in the budget 
for nuclear weapons during the 
same time period, although the 
nation's nuclear deterrent lacks 
a credible adversa1y since the 
fall of the Soviet Union. 
Homeland Security has wit
nessed a 301 % increase in the 
last decade, Hellman said. 

Prior to 1977, even during 
times of war, Hellman said mil
ita1y procurements never 
exceeded the sums allocated for 
discretionary domestic pro
grams in the United States. 

Now, with the 43% increase 
in the military budget since 
9/11, Hellman said the 
Pentagon is c1ying poverty as it 
faces the prospect of a 4%, 
$450 billion cut over the next 
decade, as part of a budget 
compromise negotiated to 
avoid a default on the national 
debt. Meanwhile, the non
defense po1tion of the discre-

tiona1y budget, a much smaller 
slice of the federal pie, has 
grown by just 10% over the last 
decade, and faces a propo1tion
al $450 billion cut in the 
default sequestration compact. 

To put federal spending in 
clearer perspective, Hellman 
noted that for every dollar a tax
payer sends to the government, 
27.4 cents goes to the Pentagon, 
while children's health care gets 
2/7ths of a penny, and Head 
Sta1t programs receive a fomth 
of a penny. 

Hellman concluded his 
primer on the Pentagon budget 
in just 20 minutes, then fielded 
questions, beginning with one 
seeking to know how, with the 
parameters of the debate on cut
ting the Pentagon seemingly set 
by the sequestration agreement 
of last summer, which requires 
the Pentagon to cut just 4/1 0ths 
of 1 % of its budget for the next 
ten years, "Do you think we can 
ever achieve meaningful cuts in 
defense spending?" 

He answered, "If I was a 
sentient Democrat, I'd be really 
pissed at the current adminis
tration on this issue. Achieving 
true deficit reduction requires 
going after the military. 
Ultimately, you have to ask the 

11 

milita1y to do less if you give 
less to it. I have not seen a more 
favorable opportunity to do 
this," than the present moment, 
Hellman said. 

He added, "The type of exer
cise Leverett is now doing is an 
object lesson which other com
munities will want to copy. We 
[at the National Priorities 
Project] will shop it arotmd ... 
The fact that what you pay in 
Leverett in taxes for the mili
tary exceeds what you spend on 
your local budget, it's stagger
ing." 

Sitting in a circle after 
Hellman concluded, the resi
dents who had gathered to hear 
him spent a few minutes talking 
about how they would prefer to 
spend one quarter of the 
amotmt of money Leverett tax
payers send to the Pentagon 
each year, a sum that would 
total $1,744,417. 

The list they came up with 
began with a full time public 
health nurse for the town, and 
included many other items, 
such as broadband internet 
hook-ups for all households, 
solar fields, energy efficient 
affordable housing, and raises 
for paraprofessionals at 
the elementa1y school. II 
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The Pentagon, which has 
never been able to pass a gov
ernment audit of its books since 
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Department to do so, maintains 
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LEVERETI' EAlERGY CORNER 

Leverett Energy 
Handbook Neighbors Acting Locally 

sho1ter showers, replac
ing their fridge and 
freezer with Energy 
Star models, installing a 
power-save capacitor 
on their electric box to 

how to save energy, reminding 
people the best way to reduce 
one's impact on the climate is 
with efficiency first and then with 
clean energy alternatives. Tips 
include turning your lawn into 
food; choosing local, grass-fed 
beef if you eat meat; line dtying 
clothes, (best not done under 
where birds perch); keeping your 
fridge at 37 to 40 degrees; and 
dt'iving the speed limit ( dt'iving 
55 mph instead of 75 saves up to 
30% on fuel costs). 

j 
KAREN WILKINSON ILLUSTRATION 

BY SALLY PICK 
MONTAGUE - Last fall, the 
Leverett Energy Committee pub
lished Leverett in the Time of 
Environmental Crisis, An Energy 
and Climate Handbook/or Town 
Residents. It is chock full of ener
gy saving testimonials by 
Leverett collllllunity members, 
and other resources on how to 
save energy. Residents' dona
tions to the New England Wind 
fund resulted in a grant to the 
town of $6,795, some of which 
the energy committee used to 

PATRICK from pg 1 
asked if anyone in the room had 
ever seen live ducklings, and 
laughing when he said something 
funny. Towai·ds the end of the 
story, Mrs. Mallard tells the 
ducklings to say, ''Thank you," at 
which point a young boy asked, 
"How does a duckling say thank 
you?" 

Patrick answered, "Quack, 
quack." 

The governor moved on to 
Betsy Burnham's second grade 
class which was engaged in a les
son that looked a lot like aits and 
crafts but was intended to explore 
the prope1ties of solids. Each stu
dent was given a piece of brown 
constmction paper with a wide 
cwved piece of blue paper pasted 
across it, representing a piece of 
land with a 11ver mnning through 
it. They were asked to design a 
way across, and given a vai'iety of 
mate1'ials to work with, including 
modeling clay, pipe cleaners, 
tongue depressors, and tin foil. 
No reference was made to the 
nearby Gill-Montague bridge, 
halfway through a four year, 

produce this booklet. 
The booklet takes a page from 

social marketing pros who sug
gest the best way to inspire peo
ple to take action on climate 
change is to show how many of 
our neighbors are doing it. 
Indeed, if the numerous testimo
nials in this informative booklet 
are any indication, it appears that 
a great many Leverett neighbors 
are finding all sorts of ways to 
save energy. 

For example, Lillian Black of 
Hemenway Road recycles, has 
some energy-saving light bulbs, 
and turns off lights. Ma1jorie 
Hancock of Montague Road clos
es off her upstairs with plastic 
over the stairwell, because she 

$40.7 million renovation. 
PatI'ick joined right in, sitting 

in the middle of a the students' 
desks and working right along 
with them as they all II'ied to fig
ure out the best way to complete 
the project. The students talked 
easily with the Governor, 
exchanging ideas and getting to 
know each other. 

PatI·ick stopped into a few 
classrooms to say hello and then 
sat down for a more se110us con
versation with teacher Joanne 
Flagg's sixth grade class. 
Students asked Patrick about his 
efforts to build 11·ade relationships 
with foreign countI·ies. PalI'ick 
approached this as lesson, asking 
students questions first then 
answering theirs. 

He told them Brazil has a 
growing middle class, and has 
recently announced a "huge find" 
in oil rese1ves. His 11·ade missions 
to Brazil and Chile were pait of 
his effo1ts to build 11·ade with 
these growing economies. 

PatI'ick said for a governor like 
him, an overseas trip is a way to 
open doors, to intI·oduce 
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PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

doesn't use the second floor, 
keeping heat on the first floor. 
She lives without a car, getting 
rides from her children, and is 
slowly changing out appliances 
for energy-saving Energy Star 
ones. 

Shirley and Brooke Thomas 
of Long Hill Road have taken a 
deeper dive into energy conse1va
tion, reducing their household 
energy use by 30% in two years 
by turning off unneeded lights, 
changing most light bulbs to 
compact fluorescents, insulating 
the walls of their old house with 
blown-in cellulose, insulating 
cellar walls, washing clothes in 
waim or cold water, air-drying 
them on clothes racks, taking 

Massachusetts to other countries 
and make sure they find a clear 
pathway to 11·ade, easing the way 
for foreign paitners to connect 
with Bay State businesses, and 
then getting out of the way. 
Patrick said building trade with 
the international collllllunity will 
help to build the economy here in 
Massachusetts. He noted that the 
internet has made colllllltmica
tions with foreign counlI'ies much 
easier, opening up opporttmities 
for 1I11de around the world. 

This was his cue to mention 
his efforts to b1mg high speed 
broadband fiber hook-ups to 
tmderserved collllllunities in 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts, saying it is only 
fair to make sure eve1yone in the 
state has equal access to the inter
net. 

PatI'ick's last stop was Ms. 
Rinaldi's third grade class, where 
he stood at the front of the room 
and answered questions. He dis
cussed growing up in Chicago, 
his childhood, and early experi
ences. He said one of his p11011ties 
as governor is to create safe 

uu;, . 

reduce energy surges, insulating 
and air sealing attic hatches, and 
installing a solai· hot water sys
tem. They may qualify as what 
the introduction refers to as 
"green fanatics." 

Toward the end of the booklet 
is a list of fun facts about energy 
use, such as how Leverett town 
buildings have reduced their 
energy use by 25,000 kilowatt 
hours (saving about $2,400 annu
ally), and more universal facts 
such as how installing water-sav
ing devices can eliminate 460 
pounds of CO2 from the atmos
phere and save 7,800 gallons of 
water each year. 

The final section has tips on 

schools and, proud as he was to 
have signed the anti-bullying law, 
he knows the problem of school 
bullying cannot be solved through 
legislation alone. He said the state 
is funding education at the ''high
est level," despite recent studies 
showing Massachusetts remains 
in the midrange of support nation
ally for public education as a per
centage of a state's economy. 

In answer to a question of how 
he will ensure the aits will contin
ue to be funded in spite of the 
recession, PalI'ick said the data 
shows academic success cone
lates with a1ts education, and that 
is why his adtninistiation pro
motes a 'whole child' approach to 
education, including the arts, 
physical education, colllllltmity 
se1vice and expe11ential leaining. 

Joining the governor in his 
visit was secretary of education 
Paul Reville, who complimented 
the sixth graders saying, "It was 
nice to hear such good ques
tions." Reville said he and 
Governor PalI'ick IIy to visit at 
least one or two schools eve1y 
week. 

If you'd like a copy of this 
booklet, it is available at the 
Leverett town hall and the 
library. The testimonials in the 
booklet, along with additional 
personal accounts, are also avail
able at www.leverettma.us/con
tent/ energy-committee. 

Sally Pickis a member of the 
Montague Energy Committee. 

In a statement to the press, 
PalI'ick said he was visiting Gill 
Elementaiy School Thursday in 
pait to congratulate its selection 
as a Collllllendation School, one 
of 127 schools to achieve that 
recognition statewide for 
improvements in student 
achievement this yeai·. 

Collllllendation Schools were 
selected by the Department of 
Elementaiy and Secondaiy 
Education for progress in closing 
proficiency rates and helping all 
students achieve at higher levels. 
This year, more Gill students 
reached proficient status or better 
on the state's MCAS exams in 
Grade 5 English Language Alts 
(ELA) and Math, and Grade 3 
ELA 

"The students and teachers at 
Gill Elementary School worked 
hard to achieve their 
Collllllendation School status and 
they deserve our praise," said 
PalI'ick. "Gill Elementary is pro
viding a world class education for 
its students by applying best 
practices in innovative teaching 

and lea1ning." II 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICEITI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Is there any 
cure for psoriasis? 

There's no cure for psoriasis 
yet, but there are many ways to 
get relief from the symptoms of 
this troublesome disease. 

Psoriasis is one of the most 
common skin ailments. More 
than 125 million people through
out the world have psoriasis. This 
chronic disorder affects people of 
all ages. Psoriasis seems to be 
inherited. 

Psoriasis causes skin redness 

SONAM from page 1 
Sonam's business property, the 
intriguing Tibetan Plaza on 
Route 5, is stnmg with Tibetan 
prayer flags and showcases his 
stone work with a small temple, 
decorative walls, and a stone 
facade along the storefronts. In 
his latest enti·epreneurial reno
vation, he's created the Tibetan 
Inn of Deerfield, a bed and 
breakfast in his home at the 
plaza. The rooms are accented 
with authentic Tibetan wood 
carvings. 

Sonam began his work as a 
young man in Tibet, rebuilding 
monasteries that were desti·oyed 
during the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution in the 1960s. He 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: If you 

Treating Psoriasis 
have a 
weakened 
immune 
system, you 

and in-itation that can appear any
where on the body. Most people 
with psoriasis have thick, red 
skin with flaky, silver-white 
patches. There is no known way 
to prevent pso11asis. It is not con
tagious. 

Psoriasis is the most common 
autoimmune disease. 
Researchers think it probably 
occurs when the body's immune 
system attacks healthy cells mis
taking them for dangerous sub
stances. Up to one-third of people 
with psoriasis may also have 
arthritis, an autoimmune disease; 
this is called "pso11atic arthritis." 

In many cases, psoriasis goes 
away and then flares up again. 
The ti-iggers that bring on pso1-ia
sis include: stress, diy air, infec
tions, skin injw-ies, some medi
cines, too much or too little stm, 
cold weather, di-inking too much 
alcohol and smoking. 

offered his stonemason skills to 
one of his first friends in the 
United States. "I barely spoke 
English," he recalled, "and my 
first wall was for my English 
teacher." 

He has kept an eye out for 
opportunities, and his business 
has been thriving ever since. 

Sonam oversees a full crew 
and a fleet of several t11.1cks that 
can be spotted all around the 
Valley. Seven years ago, anoth
er business oppo11tmity came 
his way. 

"I lived in Greenfield and I 
always took Route 5 on the way 
to work. I saw this place empty 
for many years," said Sonam, 
refenmg to the site of the cur-

can suffer more from psoriasis. A 
weakened immtme system comes 
with rheumatoid a1thritis, 
chemotherapy and AIDS. 

There are a vai-iety ofpso11asis 
types. These include: 

• Plaque. This is the most 
common type of pso11asis. This 
produces thick, red patches of 
skin covered by flaky, silver
white scales. 

• Erythrodermic. This is the 
least common type of pso11asis. 
The skin redness is ve1y intense 
and can cover your entire body 
with a red, peeling rash that can 
itch or bum intensely. 

• Guttate. This affects people 
younger than 30 and is usually 
ti-iggered by a bacterial infection 
such as sti·ep throat. It's mai·ked 
by small sores on the tnmk, anns, 
legs and scalp. 

• Inverse. The symptoms of 

rent Tibetan Plaza. After con
sidering it for a while, he nego
tiated a price and bought the 
property, once the site of an old 
motel. He knew it had potential 
to become something special. 

The buildings were in severe 
disrepair. All of the floors and 
walls had to be gutted. Finding 
the right businesses to fill the 
storefronts would be his next 
challenge - Sonam wanted to 
bring in businesses that "were 
doing something good - that 
weren't bad for the environ
ment, that were good for peo
ple's health." 

He has achieved this dream 
to perfection. The Tibetan plaza 
on Route 5 in Deerfield is now 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE lOG 
Assault and Battery, Hit and Run, and Vandalism at the Shea Theater 

Wednesday, 1/11 I I:33 a.m. Motor vehicle theft on Sunday, 1/15 
8:52 p.m. Straight warrant arrest of Turnpike Road. Referred to other 2:38 p.m. Threatening, harassment on 

9:I3 p.m. Domestic disturbance on 
Avenue A Services rendered. 
10:09 p.m. Vandalism at the Shea 

Theater on Avenue A. Advised of 

options. 

Thmclay, 1/12 
2:I4 a.m. Neighbor disturbance on 
Main Street in Montague. Dispersed 

gathering. 

10:30 a.m. Burglary, breaking and 

entering at the Shea Theater on 

Avenue A Report taken. 
I I :24 a.m. Missing person on Fourth 

Street. Report taken. 

police. Davis Street. Advised of options. 

8:20 p.m. Animal found on Eleventh 9:06 p.m. Arrest of 
Street. Services rendered. 

Friday, 1/13 
9:50 a.m. Hit and rtm accident at 

Survival Center on Fourth Street. 

Services rendered. 

Saturday. 1/14 
7:IO a.m. Threatening, harassment on 
Fifth Street. Services rendered. 

6:23 p.m. Neighbor disturbance on 

Chestnut Street. Investigated. 

I I:OI p.m. Arrest of 

, for operating a motor 

vehicle with a suspended license. 

, for trespassing, violation of a 
restraining order, unlicensed operation 

of a motor vehicle, operating an 

unregistered and uninsured motor 

vehicle, and attaclting plates to a 
motor vehicle. 

Monday, 1/16 
8:49 p.m. Assault and battery on 
Griswold Street. Peace restored. 

Tuesday, 1/17 
4:32 p.m. Assault at scltool bus stop 
in Millers Falls. Referred to an officer. 

inverse psoriasis include skin 
redness and iiTitation in the 
aimpits, groin, and in between 
overlapping skin. It's more com
mon in ove1weight people and is 
worsened by friction and sweat
ing. 

• Pustulai·. This is an uncom
mon type of pso11asis that can 
occur in lai·ge patches. It general
ly develops pus-filled blisters 
after your skin becomes red and 
tender. 

·Nail.The nails of fingers and 
toes become pitted. They can 
grow abnonnally with discol
oration. Psoriatic nails may 
become loose and fall off. 

• Scalp. Pso11asis on the scalp 
appeai·s as red, itchy areas with 
silve1y-white scales. If you 
scratch your scalp, flakes of dead 
skin fall to your shoulders. 

There ai·e three basic methods 
for ti·eating psoriasis: topical 
medications, internal medica
tions and photo therapy. 

Most cases of psoriasis ai·e 
ti·eated with medications that are 

home to El Jardin organic bak
ery, Hillside organic pizza, 
Himalayan Views (specializing 
in fair trade treasures from 
Tibet, Nepal, and India), and 
the Spiritual Healing Temple, a 
non-denominational sacred 
space that holds regular events. 

"I think right now I've 
achieved most of my goals," 
Sonam nodded, and smiled. 

The plaza's gorgeous 
stonework and decorations 
extend onto Sonam's home that 
can be seen off to the side of the 
parking lot - a two sto1y build
ing with vinyl siding. With hand 
painted wooden carvings and 
stone pieces worked into its 
exterior, it is the perfect site for 
a two bedi·oom bed and break
fast in a newly renovated wing. 

During a ti·ip to Tibet last 
year, Sonam special ordered the 
painted carvings that now adorn 
the dming room, representing 
the Eight Auspicious Signs. He 
waited while they were carved 
and painted, until each di·agon's 
ear and fish scale was detailed. 
The carvings cover the win
dowsills inside and out, the cor
ners of the ceilings, and the 
bedrooms upstairs as well. 

Apart from his many busi
ness venhrres, Sonam has kept 
busy as a leader of the area's 
Tibetan commtmity for many 
years, after Tibetan refugees 
from India and Nepal began 
coming to Western 
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placed directly on the skin. These 
include: creams and ointments, 
dandiuff shampoos, moisturizers, 
medicines containing vitamin D 
or vitamin A. 

Severe pso11asis may be treat
ed with medicines to suppress the 
body's immune response. These 
medicines include methoti·exate 
or cyclospo1me. Also, new diugs 
called "biologics" ai·e used to 
specifically target the body's 
immune response. This include: 
Adalimumab (Humira), 
Alefacept (Amevive), Etanercept 
(Enbrel), and Infliximab 
(Remicade). 

Photo therapy is a medical 
ti·eatment in which your skin is 
carefully exposed to ulti·aviolet 
light. 

Home remedies include oat
meal baths that soothe and loosen 
scales, moderate stm exposure, 
and relaxation techniques such 
as meditation to relieve sti·ess. 

If you have questions, write to 
fred@healthygee-..er.com. 

Massachusetts in some numbers 
after 1989. He served on the 
board for the Tibetan 
Association of Western 
Massachusetts, tmtil the group 
disbanded in 2008. He now 
heads up a chapter of the 
Chushi Gangdrnk Volunteer 
Force, a political group that 
seeks to achieve Tibetan free
dom, with only a few chapters 
in the United States. 

In Greenfield, Sonam is on 
the board for a Buddhist medi
tation center that will be open to 
Valley residents in the coming 
year. Members of the Tibetan 
commtmity pray there with a 
high lama who recently moved 
to Greenfield from Tibet. 

"He prays all day long - it's 
amazing," Sonam said. "Three 
o'clock in the morning he gets 
up, praying and meditating and 
chanting. He takes two to three 
hour breaks during the day, then 
starts all over again." 

Sonam can often be seen 
hopping in and out of one of his 
business trncks, or meeting with 
his crew or members of the 
Tibetan community. He seems 
laid back and cheerful, yet 
intensely focused. He has a lot 
of projects in mind, and a lot of 
energy to keep them going. 
Keep an eye out for the many 
ways he's beautified the Valley 
with Tibetan stonemasomy next 
time you 're out and 
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Ferry Mea ow 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL - The 
hacking of the banks' computers 
is all over the news. The banks 
blame outside contractors they 
pay to take care of internet secu
rity and assure people that their 
money is safe. In inte1views they 
calmly repo1t they are close to 
solving the problem. 

The banks recover quickly. 
By lunch we are back to business 
as usual. The strikes continue, 
though, around the world. I won
der whether I accomplished any
thing through my part in the 
action. 

Also, I realize there were 
many people involved in hacking 
the computers. I feel like I am 
pa1t of a group, though I have 

never met any of its members. 
And I feel guilty for hmting 

the company that pays me every 
other week. If I don't like the 
bank, I should just leave my job, 
I tell myself, not sabotage the 
company from the inside. 

Jason thinks that hmting a 
corporation is different from 
hmting people. It's true, I realize, 
that no person got hmt, though 
some wealthy people may be 
slightly less wealthy this week. 

Jason has told me that they 
need me. They could never do 
what they do without help from 
the inside. 

"And what do you do, exact
ly?" I asked him once, before he 
disappeared. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

A Knock at the Door 
"Try to keep them honest, you 

know, expose their secrets when 
we can. This summer we'll fire a 
shot across their bow. Let them 
know we have power. " 

I wonder if he is thinking of 
me today. Pait of me knows that 
he is and that this is the reason I 
helped him in the first place. 

Someone knocks on my door 
at 1: 15 in the morning. I know 
immediately by the loud, force
fol knock that it is not Jason. I 
have the only StreetLevel camera 
on my street, since some of my 
neighbors don't even have elec
tricity. They are squatting in their 
houses. Jason told me this, but I 
pretended that I afready knew it. 
He said they are lucky to live in 
this town because the water 
depa1tment will leave the water 
on. He said that it's better for 

everyone because squatters will 
take care of the houses, not let 
them fall to min. 

I have my own camera book
marked as a favorite on 
StreetLevel, so I get there quick. 
I can see my street, with a car 
parked on it. No one on this 
street drives a car but me. There 
used to be parked cars, but in 
winter you can't leave them on 
the street. Back in November 
people pushed some of those cars 
off the street and into driveways. 
The ones that still worked got 
driven somewhere. The street 
has been empty since then. 

The person knocks again, 
louder this time. I figure it makes 
sense for me to take a while get
ting there. A normal person 
would be in bed at this hour. I 
mmple my hair and wonder 
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whether I should change into my 
pajamas quickly. I decide that my 
exercise clothes could pass and 
go to the door. 

"Who's there?" I ask, uying 
to sotmd sleepy. 

"FBI, ma'am. May we have a 
few minutes of your time?" 

"Umm, sure," I say, trying to 
slow my heait. I open the door. 

There ai·e two of them. They 
show me their badges and say 
their names, which I don't regis
ter. 

"Umm, why don't you sit 
down?" I say, leading them over 
to the couch, where one sits. The 
other perches on the front edge 
of a chair. I sit nervously in the 
other chair. 

"Kind of late for you to be up, 
isn't it?" asks the one on the 
couch. 

- Continued Next Issue 

A Year Spent Coordinating Local Food 
the town office building to sup
ply fresh produce for the Good 
Neighbors Food Panny, which 
meets across the common in the 
town hall. She said the plots were 
plaimed to require minimal cai·e, 
were tended by voltmteers from 
the food pantly and people work
ing tmder comt sentences of 
commtmity se1vice. Those plots 
produced "tomatoes, peppers, 
eggplant, kale, collards, and 
many other crops" for the food 
panuy. 

shai·ed labor, but that effo1t got 
off to too late a start in the grow
ing season. 

BY DAVID DETMOLD 
WENDELL - "The small-scale, 
diversified Massachusetts faim 
is a living emblem of om· cultur
al heritage -where deeply egal
itarian, openly democratic towns 
were organized to collaborate 
with the effo1ts and resources of 
subsistence farmers for common 
economic prosperity. With this in 
mind, the town of Wendell seeks 
supplemental fonding to contin
ue to develop a pilot program 
that promotes regional economic 
development by suppo1ting local 
food and agriculture." 

So reads the prologue to the 
final report of the first year of the 
Wendell Local Food Project, 
authored by Wendell's first in the 
region local food coordinator, 
Liz Caiter. 

As prepai·ations advance for a 
Febma1y 28th special town 
meeting vote on whether 
Wendell will continue the pilot 
program for a second year, 
Carter, who will not be seeking 
to continue in the role of local 
food coordinator, took time this 
week to reflect on the successes 
and some of the challenges ofher 
grotmdbreaking experience 
working to increase food securi
ty for the town of Wendell. 

"It went really well," began 
Carter, the mother of yotmg 
twins, who lives in the South 
End ofTmners Falls, and worked 
five to ten hours a week for $100 
a week to encourage the growing 

and purchasing of local foods by 
Wendellites. "When I walked 
into the project, the energy com
mittee had identified food securi
ty as a cmcial ingredient in meet
ing the town's energy goals." 

But neither the energy com
mittee, nor its ad hoc local food 
subcommittee , had laid out clear 
guideposts or goals for the posi
tion, and the subcommittee dis
banded pa1tway through the 
summer, leaving Caiter to nego
tiate directly with the energy 
committee for a defined job 
description. 

Nonetheless, by her own 
account, and according to others 
who worked with her, Carter, a 
plant and soil sciences major 
from UMass who had an exten
sive backgrotmd in fanning and 
community organizing, was able 
to accomplish a great deal. 

"I spent the first few months 
getting acclimated to Wendell's 
food culture. We held faimers' 
fomms and skill sharing work
shops." She called all the fa1mers 
in town, and soon concluded, 
'There are quite a few people 
who've been producing food in 
Wendell who have all the skills 
they need to teach new garden
ers." 

Nina Keller, who has faimed 
on Mo1mon Hollow Road for 
decades, accepted the post of 
Ambassador to New Gardeners. 
Keller held consultations with 
new gai·deners and invited them 

into her kitchen for food canning 
and prese1ving workshops. 

Meanwhile, Carter worked 
through contacts with nonprofit 
groups and companies like the 
Keep America Beautifol 
Program and High Mowing 
Organic Seeds to gather over 
$1000 worth of donated seeds, 
which she distributed to growers 
in town. About 30 Wendellites 
got together to make a coopera
tive purchase of mulch sn·aw. 
New gardens went in, old gar
dens expanded, and Ca1ter felt 
confident most or all of the 
donated seed was planted. 

"Wendell is kind of an inde
pendent place. It's hard to keep 
u·ack. But I heard from a lot of 
people that they did plant them, 

In general, Ca1ter said she 
encouraged "exu·emely low 
input" growing and gai·dening in 
Wendell, where the population of 
850 is aging and the available 
work force for agriculhll'e is 
small. She attempted to organize 
interns to meet with faimers and 
growers to develop a network of 

and I fielded a lot of follow up MONTAGUE from page 6 
questions." 

Caiter recalled the day when cleanup of an oil spill from an 
she got a call from one resident aboveground storage tank and 
asking advice on a problem with failed to eliminate the potential 
rhododendrons. After hanging up for spills of oil from other stor
on that call, she took another one age tanks and drums present at 
from a Wendell resident who the property." 
wanted to know what she was The Phase I repo1t from the 
going to do to fight the federal FRCOG's brownfield program 
faim bill. just arrived at Montague Town 

That's when she began push- Hall on Tuesday before the 
ing the committee for a clearer selectboard meeting, so the 
job description. board could provide no com-

With Carter's suppo1t, work- ment on the results. From the 
ers from the Seeds of Solidarity FRCOG's brownfield brochure 
Faim in Orange brought their - "A Phase I ESA assesses a 
Grow Food Eve1ywhere program site's potential contamination 
to Wendell, planting two plots in by conducting historical 
the community garden behind research and reconnaissance of 

One of the goals aiticulated 
by the energy committee was to 
encourage the growing of food in 
public spaces, but Carter said, 
"That approach requires a work
force to maintain it." 

Instead, with the suppo1t of 
the open space committee, the 
focus shifted to developing a per
maculhrre gai·den to grow peren
nial food crops in a space adja
cent to the commtmity garden. 
Ca1ter helped to bring in an 
expert in this field - Lisa 
DePiano - to advise the dozens 
of residents who gathered to 
work on this project. 

Responding to one fa1mer's 
request, Ca1ter put time into 

see LOCAL page 16 

the site. A Phase II ESA assess
es the impact of potential con
tamination through sampling 
and laborato1y analysis of soil, 
groundwater, or building mate
rials. If contamination is fotmd 
in sufficient concentrations, a 
Phase III Remediation Plan out
lines how to conduct the clean
up." 

Town planner Walter 
Ramsey provided a written 
update to the selectboard stating 
he has taken a part time job as 
the town ofLeverett's conse1va
tion agent. He will do this work 
on Fridays, when Montague's 
town hall is closed, or during 
the evenings, Ramsey 11111! 
wrote. 11_'4 
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* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

,o .:w ;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 
Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured :1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 

28 Momague su.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combfnations Changed 

'Jfw ~:;;- &r'"" a!Jm,tng-
··:i - Burgers & Beer 

't.. .,__==,.,,. ·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

:Nina's Closed for month of 

Nooft 
IO% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

art . craft . design 

January 
Reopening 

with special 
exhibit on 

February 1st 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

II,., T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl • luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T Loomis Band, 9:30 p.m. Music Festival, 12 - 9 30 p.m. atrical event & festival held in 
Montague at the Millers Falls Rod & 
Gun Club on June 23rd & 24th. Mutton 
and Mead is in search of actors, 
singers, musicians and dancers both 
novice and professional to help us 
bring the streets of the village alive' 
Visit www.MuttonAndMead.com for 
details. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip 
and Shultzy from Curly Fingers 
DuPree host. 8:30 - 11 :30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT 
Montague Inn: TNTKaraoke. 

NOW until JANUARY 29th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Artwork by Leonore 
Alaniz. 

NOW until January 31st 
Ursa Major Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Paintings by Michael Katz. 

NOW until January 29th 

exhibition featuring attempts to photo
graphically reproduce an original work 
of art. Open Friday thru Sunday, 1 to 5 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Marc 

~ Pinansky, country, folk, melodramatic 
i pop, 8 p.m. ... 
~ z Deja Brew, Wendell: The Wildcat I O'Halloran Band, , 9 to 11 p.m. 

I Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
. Queer with DJ Greg2000, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
AfterGlo, Classic Rock, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd 
Deerfield Community Center: Enough 
is Not Enough: 19th-Century Food 
Preservation, Historic Deerfield's 

Winter Lecture Series: Gathering, 
Gardening, Preserving: Exploring 
Local Food, 2 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill Free Films 
for the Frozen, The Gleaners and 
I, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, 
Doug Plavin & Tommy Boynton, 8 
to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. Free. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Hannaniac 
Brothers, 8 to10 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Heather 
Maloney with special guest Jim Henry 
on guitar, Chris Dorman to open the 
show, 8 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Velocity, Classic Rock, 9:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Luke 
Mulholland Band, 8 p.m. 

Montague Grange: Gender free Contra 
Dance, 6:30 to 10 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Free movie, 
Silent Running, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Larry Berger 
Band, Original, local, folk, country
rock, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: John 
Grand and Grant Wicks, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th 
Warfield House Restaurant, 
Charlemont: Zydeco Connection at the 
Annual Chili Cook-off, 4 - 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Sheldon, 8 -
10 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 30th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small Caps A 
Night of Spoken Word, 7 - 10 p.m. 

t-J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center C<Nerage: 

Tues.-Sat, 2:30 to 6:00 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 

Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 
emyers@b.cickhousecom1mu:uty.01g 

Green Fields Market: Photography 
exhibition, All Five Senses: The 
Open Air Market by Daniel A. 
Brown. 

NOW until February 29th 

Sam and Joe of Critton Hollow Sn-ing 
Band, play at tlie Montague Gra11ge 
Friday, Jan11B1y 27th, 7 - 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26th 
Deja Brew, Wendell The Side 
Street Band, blues and rock, 8 to 
10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada 
Dino's Open Mic, 8 p.m. Free. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31st 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Matthew 
Latkiewicz's Sloshed School lecture, 
7:30 p.m. 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 1/20 9 to 11 p.m. 

Josh Levangie & The Mud, 

Wendell Free Library: Wendell resi
dent Christine Texiera, presents 
Asana, oil on paper drawings, library 
hours: Tuesday 3 to 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 3 30 p.m. 

NOW until APRIL 1st 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Imitating Ari, a student photographic 

Falls: Wood Comes from Trees and 
other fascinating revelations. How 
much wood do we use? How do our 
local forests fit into the picture? Join 
Forester Peter Grima from DCR to 
learn about the consequences of our 
wood consumption, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Filiault & 
Friends, Acoustic Rock, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Peter 
Siegel and Friends, blues/roots, 9 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20th and 27th 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21st & 28th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Country 
Players presents Play On! Matinee 
also on Sunday, January 29th. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20th 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Chandler 
Travis, Three-O, 8 p.m 

Deja Brew, Wendell Josh Levangie & 
The Mud, Blood & Beer Band, Singing 
Johnny Cash favorites, 9 to 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Diamond 
Stones, Mountain Interval, indie, jam, 
rock, 9 30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE 
(413-773-7747) 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

!Northfield Coffee and Books! 
Local~ Roasted Organic Coffue and Espresso 

Gourmet Chocolate, Caramels and Fudge 
Kids Area, Gifts & Cards 

Books to Browse or Buy 
I 

I 05 MaJn St, Northfield ! 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Ray 
Mason, solo, 8 p.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Fourth Friday Children's Story 
Hour, Have you even seen a moose? 
After the story, make your own set of 
antlers,1030 a.m. -12 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Nature Prose and Poetry Night. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls Ray 
Mason, indie rock, 8 p.m. 

Montague Grange Sam & Joe of 
Critton Hollow String Band, 7 to 10 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Reprobate 
Blues Band, 9 to 11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Investigation Station: Why do 
squirrels squirrel away their acorns? 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

New England Youth Theater, 
Brattleboro: Brattleboro Music Center's 
5th Annual Northern Roots Traditional 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2nd 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: The 
Collected Poets Series, featuring Ellen 
LaF/eche and Jennifer Militello, 7 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, 8 - 10 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Caught In The Act, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 9 -
11 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Pamela Means, with special guests Pat 
Hull and Michael Chinworth, 7:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5th 
Leverett Library Rattlesnake Gutter 
Trust Trail of Time at Grand Canyon: 
Talking and Thinking about Geologic 
Time in Context with Michael Williams, 
Dept. of Geosciences, UMass, 2 p.m. 

AUDITIONS! 
Montague Grange: Mutton and Mead 
auditions! Saturday, January 21st 
through Monday January 23rd. Mutton 
& Mead is a Robin Hood-themed the-

Blood, & Beer Band 
Saturday 1/21 9 to 11 p.m. 

The Wildcat O'Halloran Band 

Sunday, 1/22 8 to 10 p.m. 

The Smly Temple and More! 
978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

NFL PLAYOFFS--• BIG SCREEN! 
SUNDAY 3pm til Karaoke Time! 

THLJiS 1/19 8PM FREE 
Peter Siegel and Friends 

(radical roots) 

FRI 1/20 9:30 $3 
Diamond Stones 

Mountain Interval 
ljamlindiel 

SAT 1/21 $3 
ROCKIT QUEER 

w. DJ GREG 2000 

SUN 1/22 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE . .: llTllllll'IMi'I' 

TIIEISl'lllS 
-'1..-. 

Hunting. Fi<ihing & ,\rchery 
Ammo ' Bl~ck Powder • Knives • Live Bair 

1105 :vtohawk Trail - Route 2 West 
Shclbume Falls, Mass. Oll70 

Arrowheadbaitshop.co111 
413-625-3090 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Home Repairs and 
Maintenance 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Todd Muller 
413-775-3575 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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Si lent Procession at 
Vermont Yankee Ends in Arrest 

MARCIA GAGLIARDI 
VERNON, VERMONT - In 
what they called 'a walking med
itation,' 14 women from the Shut 
It Down affinity group returned 
to the ch-iveway of the Entergy 
Vermont Yankee nuclear power 
plant on Wednesday, January 
18th, to mourn cancer deaths they 
believe have been caused by 
radioactive emissions, and were 
anested by Vernon police and 
Vermont state police when they 
refused to leave. 

All were transported to the 
Vernon police station for book
ing. 

The arrest marked the four
teenth time since 2005 that 
women from the group have been 
aITested either at the nuclear 
power plant or Entergy headquar
ters in Brattleboro, in an ongoing 
protest against the continued 
operation of Vermont Yankee. 

The state of Vermont is 

LOCAL from page 14 
helping a farmers market get 
started in front of tlie Wendell 
Country Store. That was not tlie 
first time a Wendell market has 
been attempted in the last decade, 
and both times it turned out a crit
ical mass of vendors and shop
pers was lacking. 

Looking back over the year, 
Carter said, "You can't invest 
time in every idea from every 
committee member. I was really 
interested in this position because 
tlie New England municipality is 
a very powerful and accouritable 
institution in this area. It has a 
huge influence over land use and 
economic development and in 
my opinion it's a seriously urider
utilized tool in farm protection 
and food production." 

Reflecting on tlie first year of 
tlie pilot program, Jonathan von 
Ranson, who worked with tlie 
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engaged in a federal court battle 
over Entergy's attempt to extend 
Vermont Yankee's operating 
license for 20 more years beyond 
its original expiration date of 
March 21st, of this year. In 2010, 
the Vermont senate voted 26 to 4 
to withold a certificate of public 
good for the reactor's continued 
operation, effectively forcing the 
reactor to shut down this March, 
baning court action. 

Mindful of possible slippery 
conditions from cold weather and 
icing, on Wednesday the women 
took particular care to guide the 
steps of their friends Nelia 
Sargent, who is legally blind, and 
Frances Crowe, 92, who recently 
experienced a fall down stairs. 

Others arrested included, from 
Vermont, Julia Bonafine, 43, of 
Shrewsbury and Nina Swaim, 73, 
of Sharon; from Massachusetts, 
Ellen Graves, 71, of West 
Springfield; Anneke Corbett, 69, 

local food subcommittee of the 
energy committee, said, "The 
vote planted the idea that food 
security, like road maintenance or 
public health, is something we 
can assist by the powerful instru
ment of government. Seed distri
bution, tlie pennacultme meet
ings, the intense flurry of pro
grams Liz developed, all nour
ished tliat idea. Wendell made a 
statement tliat there's no need for 
a life's essential like food securi
ty to be purely a matter of private 
control and profit motive." 

Von Ranson said he noticed, 
"A big upsurge in the amourit of 
attention and activity around 
local food, in many forms. What 
we fourid out is that Wendell has 
a nucleus of people that ar·e very 
interested in local food, and there 
ar·e declining levels of interest 
when you go out from that nucle
us." 

a.m.a.z.i.n.g 

Once again, the Shut It Down Afjiniry Group blocked the Entergy Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant drive111i:ry 
in Vernon, VT on Wednesdcry, to commemorate the lives of friends, fami!J, and others who have died from cancer. 

of Florence; Cate Woolner, 61, of "No corporation has the right "We cry for the suffering and 
Northfield; Sandra Boston, 71, of to poison our· air, water·, environ- poisoning of the aquatic life in 
Greenfield; Betsy Comer, 64, of ment, and tlie futme of humanity. our Connecticut River and for all 
Cohain; Paki Wieland, 68, Susan We come to Vermont Yankee life tliat surrounds it and is pollut
Lantz, 71, and Nancy First, 82, of today representing the harbingers ed by it," said tlie women, in a 
Northampton; Marcia Gagliardi, of death that emanates from tins prepared statement released after· 
64, and Nestel, 72, of Athol. reactor. the anests. 

Elizabeth Carter 

Though some projects, like 
the farmers market, failed to 
gather· steam, they pointed the 
way to more practical solutions, 
like commurnty supported agri
cultme (CSA) farms and group 
buying clubs, he said. 

Von Ranson added, "The third 
harvest dinner," held in fall in the 
town hall, "was by far the biggest 
yet. It was just mobbed. The 
whole town hall was filled. The 
local food effort was involved in 
that, and increased the visibility 
of it. This was all based on the 
idea of local harvest." 

Laurie DiDonato, who chaired 
the energy committee at the time 
Carter was hired, said she felt the 

first year· of the progr·arn was "a 
defirnte success." 

DiDonato said in addition to 
educational and outr·each efforts, 
arid the development of a section 
of the town's website devoted to 
Wendell's farming arid gar·derring 
commurnty, Carter "started a 
seed swap and got the begimrings 
of a seed barlk going. We tried to 
bring cooperative efforts together 
like straw hay as a bulk order. 
And a fair amount of consultation 
went into the idea of shar·ed labor, 
though probably not a whole lot 
of workers were interviewed," in 
the first season. 

With only 20% of its land base 
suitable for agricultme, Wendell 

currently supports less than a 
dozen farms and large scale 
growers, DiDonato said. But a 
great deal of food production in 
Wendell is based on home gar·
dens. 

She said when the issue comes 
back before town meeting at the 
end of February, the focus of the 
pilot progr·arn to develop 
Wendell's food security may shift 
to include cooperative efforts to 
regionalize the project with 
neighbor'ing towns. 

She said, "Ifwe cari teach peo
ple how to grow food, if we cari 
build relationships with other 
nearby towns on growing food, 
then overall our food security is 
increasing. It takes a longer view. 
We're never going to be able to 
grow huge fields of com up here, 
but at least we cari increase our 
ability to afford and gr·ow more 
of our· own food." 

Carter concluded her look 
back on the first year of the proj
ect with tins arialysis: "For the 
first time in many, mariy years 
towns in tlris region cari promote 
farms as a viable alternative to 
commercial arid industrial devel
opment." 

Carter has done the research to 
back that statement up; and we 
will report on her firidings closer· 
to February 28th special 
town meeting. n 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL (413) 863-8666 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza.mm 

JI Banlc Row, GIid. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~rnn~ I Jo1.~~~~ 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Myofascial Release 
Sports Massage 

Thai Massage 
50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 

Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

-------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 .m. 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

CupyCat PrtA'(;t S/uJf 
lov-er You More 

Check 
our otfler 

Lino 
Carpet 

scan this to know 
more about us 
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newspaper 
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(413) 774-3500 
greenfield@copycatprintshop.com 




