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Arnie's 
Thrift Store 
Packs It In 

Arnie Houle at the Thrift Store. Presiding fudge Justice Susan Carnry 

peppered David Frederick, the 
Washington DC-based private liti
gator hired by Ve1mont Attorney 
General William Sorrell (at a 
repo1ted cost of over $200,000) to 
present the state's appeal, and 
Kathleen Sullivan, the high-pow
ered attorney going to bat for 
Entergy, with a ban-age of questions 
showing tl1eir in-depth knowledge 
of the complex case, and their skep
ticism of the all-or-nothing posi
tions staked out by both sides. 

its borders is not preempted by the 
1954 federal Atomic Energy Act. 

By SHIRA HILLEL 

TURNERS FALLS - After 27 
years of business, Arnie's Thrift 
Store, prominently located at the 
intersection of Avenue A and 3rd 
St, is closing its doors. The final 
date is set for Feb. 28. Owner Amie 
Houle is liquidating as much of his 
inventory as he can, and is offering 
$5 bag sales until the end of 
Februa1y. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

NEW YORK - Lawyers for 
Entergy Vennont Yankee and the 
State ofVe1mont went head to head 
in a federal courtroom in New York 
City on Monday to dete1mine the 
fate of the Ve1mont Yankee nuclear 
power plant. 

the Louisiana-based corporation 
that owns and operates Ve1mont 
Yankee (VY), is hoping to preserve 
that mling, which has allowed VY 
to continue generating 620 
megawatts of electric power to the 
New England grid, and profits for 
Entergy. 

But Son-ell, holding forth in 
front of the comthouse in an 
impromptu sidewalk press confer
ence after the 40-minute hearing,, 
said he was pleased with the pro
ceedings: "There were more ques
tions today that I was pleased to 
hear than made me cringe.... We 
had a really good outing today." 

"The justices did 
not say when they 
would rule on the 
appeal: it could take 
weeks; it could take 
months. Many legal 
commentators con
sider it likely the case 
will continue on 
appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court." 

It was on tl1e premise tl1at the 
federal government preempts state 
authority when it comes to the safe
ty of nuclear power that Entergy 
challenged the State of Ve1mont's 
2010 decision to close VY. Relying 
on Act 160, the Vermont State 
Senate voted 26 - 4 in February of 
that year to deny a 20-year exten
sion ofVY's original 40-year oper
ating license. The vote was taken in 
the weeks immediately following 
the discovery of an extensive 

Houle, 64, has lived in 
Montague all his life. He had been 
getting ready to retire the business 
next year, but recently decided to 
close up sooner. "The economy," 

see ARi~IE'S page 6 

Ve1mont is seeking to reverse a 
lower federal court ruling that 
tossed out the state's Act 160, the 
law passed by a nearly unanimous 
Ve1mont legislature in 2005 that 
gave the legislature the right to 
decide on an extension of the 
Vernon nuclear reactor's original 
40-year operating license. Entergy, 

Lincoln, History and Us 
By JEFF SINGLETON (1863), freeing slaves in the 

rebelling states, would be 
declared an unconstitutional 
expansion of federal power 
once the war was over. 

The appeal of the case, Entergy 
vs. Shum/in et al., was heard by the 
Second Circuit Comt of Appeals in 
an ornate 17th floor comiroom in 
the Thurgood Marshall Federal 
Comt Building, within spitting dis
tance of the entrance to the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Justice Susan 
Camey presided, and from the get 
go, she and her associate justices 

Frederick repeatedly cited the 
U.S. Supreme Comt's 1983 mling 
in Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company vs. the State [ of 
California} Energy Resources 
Conservation and Development 
Commission (PG&E), which held 
tliat a state's economic interest in 
prohibiting the operation of com
mercial nuclear power plants within see VY page 4 

How many of you have 
seen Lincoln, the new fihn by 
Steven Spielberg? If you are 
interested in American histo-
1y, you should not miss it. If 
you think you are not interest
ed in hist01y, you should prob
ably not miss it either. It is a 
ve1y compelling nan-ative and 
contains some ideas we as 
Americans definitely need to 
think about. 

The amendment passed the 
Senate the previous spring, 
but failed to receive two
thirds of the votes in the 
House of Representatives. 
After significant Republican 
victories in the 1864 election, 
Lincoln and his Republican 
allies decided to tiy again, 
focusing this time on turning 
the votes of "lame duck" 
Democrats defeated in the 
election. 

far enough to ensure the civil 
rights of former slaves. The 
moderates, led by Republican 
Paity founder Francis Blair, 
opposed slave1y but also 
opposed political and social 
equality for black Americans. 
They demanded stronger 
effo1ts to make peace with the 
South as a condition for sup
po1t. Lincoln suppo1ted a 
peace initiative but feared 
that, if it succeeded, the 
rationale for the amendment 
as a necessaiy step to end the 
war would be unde1mined. 

'14cute cough, " sometimes called ''acute bronchitis, " lasts an average of near!), 18 dt!JS. 
This is not a biopic about 

the life of Abraham Lincoln; 
the title is a bit misleading. It 
focuses on the campaign to 
get the Thi1teenth 
Amendment abolishing slav
e1y through Congress in early 
1865. The Civil War was 
coming to an end, and Lincoln 
and his allies feared the 
Emancipation Proclamation 

The situation is complicat
ed by the need to hold the var
ious factions of Lincoln's 
Republican Pa1ty together. 
The radicals, led by Thaddeus 
Stevens of Pennsylvania, did 
not think the amendment went 

The plot may sound diy for 
those not interested in the 
political nitty-gritty, but this is 
high di·ama, with plenty of 
melodi·ama and even humor. 

By EMILY MONOSSON 

MONTAGUE - If there 
is one thing politicians in DC 
have managed to agree upon, 
it is to urge us all to get a flu 
shot. In the midst of what Mrs Lincoln is constantly on 

the verge of a nervous break- health care expe1ts say may 
be the worst flu season in down because her young son 

see LINCOLN page 12 
nine years, discussion of the 
flu, whether in coffee shops, 
school cafeterias or online, is 
rulllling high. Who's had 
shots, who's gotten sick and 
how effective the vaccine 
really is (or isn't). School
kids are saying the vaccine is 
lethal (really). 

Comb the web and you'll 
find plenty of tragic and 
alaiming mainstream stories, 
and just as many discussions 
about the conspiracy of vac
cination programs or com
ments like the following: 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SLATE.COM 

Mary Todd Lincoln, the First Lady left; and Sal!J Field, right. 

"My co-workers all got the 
shot, and they're all sick. I 
didn't and I'm not sick. They 
just don't get it. It's the vac
cine that made them sick." 
But the fact is you cannot get 
flu from a vaccine that only 
contains pieces of the vims. 

While it is tme that vacci
nated individuals may end up 
with the flu either because 
there is a two-week window 
before the vaccine is fully 
effective, or because the vac
cines are not 100 percent 
effective, or because they 
may not have mounted a 
strong response - the flu vac
cine is the least likely cause 
of illness. And, aside from 
self-imposed isolation, vacci
nation is the only tiuly effec
tive method of prevention. 

Each yeai· in the US the 
flu vims is associated with 
anywhere from 3,000 to 
upwai·ds of 50,000 deaths, 
depending on the type of 
virus. Recently, the CDC 
revised the estimated deaths 
associated with the 2009 
HlNl flu from 18,500 to 
hundreds of thousands, pos
sibly half a million, deaths 
worldwide. The so-called 
Spanish flu pandemic of 
1918 is believed to have 
taken 50 million lives world
wide. 

While the elderly ai·e typi
cally most vulnerable, the flu 

takes too many of our 
youngest, pa1ticularly infants 
who are more likely to be 
hospitalized. So far this yeai· 
there are 20 flu-associated 
pediatric deaths, and 15 of 
those are infants, one of them 
at my sister-in-law's hospital 
in Allentown, PA. And it is 
only eai·ly Janua1y. 

Another blargument (blog 
argument) against vaccina
tion is efficacy. As in: "I read 
the vaccine is only 60% 
effective, so why risk getting 
one?" 

Writes Dr. Bernadette 
Albanese, public health 
physician 111 Boulder, 
Colorado, "That is 60% com
pared to ZERO [efficacy] if 
you do not get vaccinated. 
Put another way, you can 
potentially prevent flu in well 
over half of a vaccinated 
population as compai·ed to an 
unvaccinated population. 
When you have population 
size of 100,000 or 1,000,000 
tliat adds up to a lot of people 
who will remain well instead 

see FLU page 5 



2 

PET OF THE WEEK 
Take Me Home 

Callie 
If you stop to admire my lovely 

green eyes, gazing into them while 
you wonder how a channing cat like 
myself managed to find herself 
homeless on the streets of 
Greenfield, I'm likely to respond 
with a bored yawn that says, "What 
are you waiting for? Take me home!" 

I have a tendency to be blunt: no 
beating around the cat tree with me. 
Here's what you need to know about 
me: I'm friendly, playful and talka
tive when I have something impor
tant to say. Other cats? Sure, as long 
as they obey my eve1y whim. Dogs? 
See above. Yes, I like to be the boss, 
but I also have a softer side, one that 
welcomes cuddling and a wa1m lap 
after a long day on the prowl. If 
you're still reading this, you can 
guess what I'm going to say- "What 
are you waiting for? Take me home!" 

For more infonnation on adopting 
me, contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or info@dpvhs.org. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Logan Kordana 
B1yce Waldron 

Grade 7 
Hannah Bogusz 

Grade 8 
Kaili Lynch 

• BOTTLES 
&CANS 

Week of January 21st 
in Montagu 
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Every other week in July and August. 
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ads@montaguerepotter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguerepoiter.org 
events@111ontaguerepo1ter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 
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Send address changes to 
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58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable for 
errors in advertisements, but will print 

without charge that pa1t of the adver

tisement in which an error occu!l'ed. 

The publishers reserve the right to 

refuse advertising for any reason and to 

alter copy or graphics to conform to 

standards of the newspaper, such as 

they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 
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subscriptions@111ontaguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 
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Erving Public library 
PJ Story Time 

On Sunday, Jan. 20, the Erving 
Public Library will hold "Snowy 
Stories" from 6 to 7 pm. 11lis free PJ 
sto1y hour will be hosted by Jon 
Ploof, and is intended for children up 
to 8 years old. 

Enjoy stories and songs, have a 
light snack, make a craft project, take 
home a free book, and spend time 

with family ai1d friends. No regis
tration necessaiy. Just show up! 

This program is supp01ted by the 
Community Network for Children, 
CFCE grant and the Eiving Public 
Libraiy. For more info1mation con
tact Gillian Budine, CNC 
Coordinator, at (978) 544-5157 or at 
budine@e1ving.com. 

Tax Help Tips for Seniors 
By JESSICA ALBRECHT 

TURNERS FALLS - The 
Franklin County Home Care 
Corporation wants people to be 
aware that the circuit breaker and 
property tax abatement may help 
seniors at tax time. Don't forget to 
ask your tax preparer about these 
options. 

The "Circuit Breaker" is a refund
able state tax credit against property 
taxes for seniors. 

According to the Massachusetts 
tax codes, "Se1liors are eligible for a 
tax credit to the extent that their 
property taxes - or 25 percent of rent 
- exceed 10 percent of their income. 
Income litnits and a cap on the max
imum assessed value of the filer's 

primaiy residence apply. The maxi
mlllll credit is also adjusted annually 
for inflation. The maximum base 
credit was $385 for tax year (TY) 
2001, $790 for TY02, $810 for 
TY03, $820 for TY04, $840 for 
TY05, $870 for TY06, $900 for 
TYO?, $930 for TY08, $960 for 
TY09, and $970 for TYlO. 

"Income limits and the maximum 
credit are adjusted for inflation over 
a 1999 base year; however, chapter 
136 of the Acts of2005 increased the 
assessed home valuation to $600,000 
and set its base year to 2004." 

Mai1y towns also offer a prope1ty 
tax abatement for seniors. Ask your 
town clerk if this is an option for 
you, and pass any info1mation onto 
your tax prepai·er. 

Free Healthv Eating Workshop for Seniors 
A free workshop, "Healthy 

Eating for Successful Living," will 
take place Mondays, Jan. 28 
through Mar. 11 from 12:30 to 3 
p.m., at the Shelburne Falls Senior 
Center, 7 Main St., Shelburne, MA 
01370. 

Enjoy fresh food, fun and better 
health. Learn more about nutrition 
and how small, "doable" lifestyle 

changes can lead to a healthier life. 
For more infonnation or to reg

ister, contact Lesley Kayan at: lka
yan@fchcc.org, or (413) 773-5555 
(x 2297). 

This workshop is open to all 
and brought to you by Franklin 
County Home Care Corp., Tufts 
Health Plan Foundation, and the 
United Way of Franklin County. 
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These alarming signs were spotted in the middle of the 
Montague State Forest, off Ripley Road. 

Wendell Free Ubrarv 
Morgan Mead: New Paintings 

The Wendell Free Libra1y pres
ents "Morgan Mead: New 
Paintings," seven large acrylic 
works that bring in 
the New Year with 
a resounding visual 
display, a celebra
tion of imagination 
wedded to color 
and pattern, a show 
that is filled with 
fun and intrigue all 
at once. 

The sh.ow is up 
now and will con
tinue until the end 

Tuesday 3 to 6 p.m; Wednesday 10 
to 8; Saturday 9:30 to 3:30; and in 
winter, Sunday 11:30 to 3:30. 

of Februa1y. 
Libra1y Hours are 

'Poor Ethan Fell Through the 
Cracks and Was Consumed" 

THE HEALTHY GEUER: 
The Pros and Cons of Drinking Coffee 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I keep hearing about how bad 
coffee is for you. I also hear about 
how good coffee is for you. What 
gives? 

A. The average American drinks 
over 400 cups of coffee a year, so 
how this popular beverage affects 
our health is an impo1tant issue. 

Let's start with the bad pait. 
According to Dr. Rob van Dam, 

Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Nutrition, Harvard 
School of Public Health: for the 
general population, the evidence 

suggests that coffee drinking does
n't have any serious detrimental 
health effects. 

Van Dam says that drinking up 
to six cups of coffe.e a day is not 
associated with an increased risk 
of death from any cause. He wai·ns 
that some people, such as pregnant 
women and those who find it diffi
cult to control their blood pressure 
or blood sugar, may want to avoid 
coffee or switch to decaf. 

"If you're drinking so much 
coffee that you get tremors, have 
sleeping problems, or feel stressed 
and uncomfoitable, then obviously 
you're drinking too much coffee," 
Van Dam said. "But in terms of 
effects on mortality or other health 
factors, we don't see any negative 
effects of consuming up to six cups 
of coffee a day." 

The cup he's talking about is an 

eight-ouncer with 100 mg of caf
feine, not one of those grandes you 
get at Starbucks, which can keep 
you awake until Jimmy Fallon 
goes off the air. 

Okay, what about the good pa1t. 
Some reseai·ch has suggested 

that drinking coffee may protect 
against cardiovascular disease, 
type 2 diabetes, Parkinson's dis
ease, several cancers, liver ciiTho
sis, depression and Alzheimer's 
disease. 

Again, a nice summaiy from Dr. 
van Dam: Coffee may have poten
tial health benefits, but more 
research needs to be done. 

When sh1dying the effects of 
coffee, the focus is not just on the 
caffeine in the brew. Coffee con
tains over 1,000 compounds that 
can impact your health. 

There is another health issue 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - January 21st to 25th 
GILL-MONTAGUE 

Gill/Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a m. to 2 p.m. Congregate meals 
are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reserva
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 a m. The Meal Site 
Manager is Keny Togneri. All fit
ness classes are suppo1ted by a 
grant from the Executive Office of 
Elder Affafrs. Voluntary donations 
ai·e accepted. Cotmcil on Aging 
Director is Roberta Potter. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. 
Monday, 1/21 
10: 10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
12 p.m. Pot Luck Ltmch & Bingo 
1 p.m. No Knitting Cii'Cle 
Tuesday, 1/22 
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
1 p.m. Tying Up Loose Ends 
Wednesday, 1/23 
10 a m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screening 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 1/24 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, 1/25 

10 a.m. Aerobics 
10: 4 5 a m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., 
with reservations required 24 
hours in advance. Call Mealsite 
Manager Rebecca Meuse at (413) 
423-3308, for meal infonnation 
and reservations. For info1mation, 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at (413) 423-3649. 
Transportation can be provided for 
meals, shopping, or medical neces
sity. Call the Center to confitm 
activities, schedule a ride, or find 
out when is the next blood pres
sure clinic. 

Flu Clinic - Call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3649 to find 
out when the next flu clinic will be 
held. This clinic is free to Eiving 
residents, sponsored by the Erving 
Board of Health and available on a 
walk-in basis. The shot is recom
mended for those over 55, those 
who work with children or the eld
erly, and those with chronic ill
ness. Pneumonia shots will also be 
available for those over 60 who 
have never been vaccinated. 

Telephone Reassurance - Phone 

calls every morning for seniors 
who want someone to check in on 
them. 

Shopping Trips - Thursday 
afternoon alternating from Turners 
Falls to Orange. 
Monday, 1/21 
9 a.m. Fitness Class 
Tuesday, 1/22 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
12:30 -2:30 p.m. Painting Classes 
Wt>dnt>sday, 1/23 
9 a.m. Dance 
10:15 a.m. Weight Loss Group 
Thursday, 1/24 
9 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a m. Poshlfe Perfect 
Friday, 1/25 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at 12. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

that doesn't receive much publici
ty. How you brew your coffee has 
an effect upon LDL cholesterol, 
also known as the bad cholesterol. 

Coffee contains substances that 
raise LDL levels iii your body. 
Brewing coffee with a paper filter 
removes these substances. Other 
methods of coffee preparation, 
such as the French press, espresso 
or simple boiling, put the sub
stances in your cup. Single-serving 
coffee pods, such as those used in 
a Keurig coffee maker, contain fil
ters. 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

·1rs)11.,I n. stoat's t/Irow fn,m reaflty." 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer• Wine• liquor 

MON -SAT 7-91 SUNDAY 8-8 
978-54~-8646 

lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile soUlll of Wendell Genter 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Compiled by DON CLEGG 
Get ready for another postal 

increase effective Sunday, Jan. 27. 
The price for mailing a first class let
ter will be 46 cents. For those 
Montague Repo1ter subscribers who 
receive the newspaper in the mail the 
postal rate is now 66 cents. This 
appears to be a yearly event that 
affects the bottom line of many pub
lications. 

If you are age 60 or over and wor
ried about your home heating bill, 
you may be able to find help through 
Franklin Cotmty Home Care's 
Benefits Counseling Program. 
FCHC cmmselors will help income 
eligible seniors file an application for 
foel assistance, and find other ways 
to help save money. Contact 
Gretchen Smith at ( 413) 773-5555 or 
email info@fchcc.org for more inf or-

Vic Scutari 
Memorial Ewent 

WENDELL - Vic Scutari, 80, 
of Farley Road, died Saturday, Jan. 
12, at home. 

A celebration of Vic's life will be 
held at the Wendell Town Hall on 
Stmday, Jan. 20, from 1 to 3 p m. 

Memorial donations may be 
made, in lieu of flowers, to any of 
the following: 

The Montague Repo1ter, 58 4th 
Street, Ttm1ers Falls, MA 01376; 

Friends of Wendell, 6 Lockes 
Village Road; 

Friends of the Wendell Free 
Libra1y, P.O. Box 133; 

Wendell Good Neighbors, P.O. 
Box 222, Wendell, MA 01379. 

Brick House Showing the 
Presidential Inauguration 

and a Documentary 

The Brick House will show 
the Presidential Inauguration on 
Monday Jan. 21 at 11:30 a.m. 
and a documentary on the life of 
Martin Luther King Jr. in cele
bration of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. Come celebrate this excit
ing event with us! 

This event is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
available. 

The Brick House is located at 
24 Third Street, Turners Falls. 
For more information, contact 
Maria Geueke at (413) 863-
9559. 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LA.NG 413#834#7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256-1594 
158 Main Street, 2nd Flr., Studio B 

Greenfield, MA 01301 
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New Reiki Collective at Turners Falls 

Women's Resource Center 

local Briefs 
mation. Read more about the pro
gram at www fchcc.org. 

The weekly "Music and 
Movement" series with Torn Can·oll 
and Laurie Davidson has moved to 
the Carnegie Libra1y on Thursdays at 
10 am. during Januaiy and Febmary. 
Ymmg children of all ages and their 
parents or caregivers are invited to 
these free programs. 

Young children ages 3-6 and 
their parents or caretakers are invited 
to join refoge staff for Discove1y 
Hour on Friday, Jan. 25, from 10:30 
to 11 :30 a m. at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. This is an opportu
nity to discover different things about 
local wildlife and the places they 
live. Be ready to be crafty, have fun, 
and bring your imagination as chil
dren explore the natural world 
armmd them. This month's topic is 
bears. 

The GFDC also has a new and 
exciting website. Visit www.great
fallsdiscove1ycenter.org. 

"Music to your ears" featuring 
the delightfhl brother/sister combina
tion of Ken and Corki with their 
instrumental and vocal talents will be 
held at Greenfield Savings Bank in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, Jan. 26, 
from 10 a.m. until noon. Their songs 
range from pop to the whimsical with 
a blend of ballads and folk favorites 
and are appropriate for all ages. Pop 
in for a few minutes or pull up a chair 
and enjoy the entire show. Light 
refreshments \\ill be provided. No 
registration is required. 

The NELCWIT Bowlathon this 
year will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
26, from 1 to 3 p rn. at the French 
King Ente1tainment Center located 
on Route 2 in Erving. NELCWIT is 
the ''New England Leaming Center 
for Women in Transition". NEL
CWIT serves Franklin Cotmty and 
the N01th Quabbin region ofwestem 
Mass. They offer safety planning, 

advocacy, and suppo1t to anyone 
who has stuvived domestic or sexual 
abuse, and prevention education for 
our comrnmlity, especially area 
youth. 

This year the goal is to raise 
$12,000. Eve1y dollar goes to sup
po1t vital services, including the cri
sis hotline, prevention education pro
grams, and cmmseling and advocacy 
se1vices for individuals and families 
who have experienced domestic and 
sexual violence. More infonnation 
for bowlers and sponsors earn be 
accessed online at www.nelcwit.org. 

The Western Massachusetts 
Master Gardener Association invites 
you to read Rachel Carson's book 
Silent Spring and come to a tlu·ee
patt talk and discussion series. The 
first discussion will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 26. from 1 to 3 p rn. at 
Forbes Libraiy in N01thampton. The 
second discussion will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 2, from 11 am. to 1 
p m. at Greenfield Public Libraiy, 
and the third discussion will be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 16, from 1 to 3 
p m. at the Jones Libraiy in Amherst. 
Space is limited; please pre-register 
for the program by emailing wmrn
gasilentspring@gmail.com. 

The Greenfield Gateway 
Sculpture Project annotmces its 
first competition for sculptures 
designed to welcome visitors and 
residents to Greenfield. Over the 
next four years, four pe1manent 
sculpttu·es will be sited in key ai·eas 
ai·ound town. The competition is 
open to all Pioneer Valley a1tists. 
Applications, including 2- or 3-
dimensional models of the proposed 
sculpture, are due no later than 
Monday, Feb. 4. For applications, 
contact project chai1person Susan 
Wai·gaftik at ( 413) 773-0228 or 
suworg@comcast.net. 
Send local briefs to reporter
local@Jnontaguema.net. 

Workshop: Building Language 
with Picture Books and Play 

success. Strong reading and writing 
skills come from strong language 
skills. Corne learn and practice sim
ple strategies that help children gain 
solid language skills while playing 
and having ftm. 

Nine women have come together, 
tmder the training and guidance of 
Reiki Master Teacher Jennifer 
Storey, to offer the art ofReiki to the 
c01mmmity. The clinic model oper
ates on the "Pay it Fo1wai·d" concept: 
each woman receives training for 
free at the Tmners Falls Women's 
Resource Center in exchange for vol
tmteering her time in the clinic, 
thereby allowing their se1vices to be 
offered on a donation basis. All dona
tions will be used to suppo1t and 
expand the program. The Reiki 
Collective will offer individual Reiki 
sessions twice monthly on the first 
Tuesday and third Monday from 9:30 
am. to 12:30 p.rn. at 78 Avenue A in 
Tumers Falls. The collective is open 
to all and is accepting reservations 
for Monday, Jan. 21 and Tuesday, 
Feb. 5. 

Each chair session will last 15 
minutes and will be offered by a 
member of the Reiki Collective who 
has completed Reiki level 1 training. 
Sessions on the Reiki table, which 
will be provided by two or more 
practitioners simultaneously, ai·e also 
available. For these special sessions, 
there is a suggested minimum dona
tion of$36. 

Reiki is a ve1y specific f01m of 
energy healing in which hands are 
placed just off the body, or lightly 
touclling the body, whichever is most 
comfo1table for the recipient. The 
intention is to create deep relaxation 
to help speed healing, reduce pain, 

and decrease other symptoms one 
may be experiencing. 

Recent studies (published in 
National Center for Cornplementaiy 
and Alternative Medicine 
(NCCAM), Research in 
Gerontological Nursing, Journal of 
Holistic Nursing, and others) demon
strate the effect of Reiki on work
related stress, blood pressure and 
heait rate, anxiety, depression, pain, 
and physiology. Reiki has been 
proven effective in promoting relax
ation, improving physical symptoms; 
elevating mood and feelings of well
being, increasing a sense of cmi.osity 
and a desire to learn more, and 
heightened senso1y and cognitive 
responses. 

For more info1mation or to make 
a rese1vation, please contact 
Christine, the Programs Coordinator 
at TFWRC, at (413) 863-4804 (x 
1003) or chti.stine@rncsmconummi
ty.org, or Jennifer at (917) 544-7292 
or tfwrcreikicollective@grnail.com. 
TFWRC is a program of Montague 
Catholic Social Ministries. 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

now locate at 
20 State Street, 

Bucklandside 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

Classes 
begin 

January 25 

• Expanded 
online 
offerings 

• Evening 
courses 

• Fr-iday-only 
classes 

• GCC at 
Smith 
College 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 

The Commtmity Network for 
Children is holding a Building 
Language Workshop at the Swift 
River School in Wendell on 
Tuesday evenings from 6 to 7:30 
p.rn. on Jan. 29 and Feb. 5. Free 
childcare and dinner will be provid
ed at 5:30 p.m. with registration. 

For more info1mation, contact 
Gillian Budine, CNC Coordinator, 
at (978) 544-5157 or budine@erv
ing.com. 

!
GREEN 
FIELD~ 

Credit Course Information: gcc.mass.edulcredit 
Research shows that early lan

guage is the key to later academic 
Greenfield Community College 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 
Git.ENFIELD 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

tutvtu.mn·11rthyfwtt.•rql/h1111c:-., .. c,m 

SiJ1ce 18.95 

011 the Commcm 
Gree1ifiP.lcl, 1Wt1ssn.c/111sell< 

Tunu:rs Fa/1.s, }dassaclwutts 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Director 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

,afffl 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

Specializing in Monitors, Modems, 
Microwaves, Cell Phones, Computers, 

and all other Electronics 

Lockwood Solutions, Inc, Leverett 
C'all - George Lockwood 

lockwood.george@:gmail.com 
413-548-9700 

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague 

David Ginsburg 
ASE and Toyota Certified 

Automotive Technician 

We come to you! 

413.522.4100 

Serving the Greenfield, Amherst and Northfiekl areas 

Good E),rt f otte~ 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
-ti 3-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~-com 

Free Checking! ~ 
free Cash! free Gi~ ! 

~•~ What's not to love? ~•-. ~r, ,ir 

m GREENF~~~"~!!".!,'t,~~ .,~!,'!, 
www.greenfieldsavifl{ls,co 

Member FDIC ■ Memb« 01 

it>.?.~t.?.S CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 
<ijcauy Owned Since ilii) 

269 High Street - Greenfiel 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

FOOD 
DRINKS 

WIFI 
KENO 

To Join Pool Leagues 
Call 77 4-6388 

94 Main St, Greenfield 
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The Montague Reporter 
is Back! 

Happy New Year from all ofus 
at the paper. 2012 ended with 
then-editor Peter Kobel's resigna
tion for unexpected personal rea
sons. While we were saddened by 
Peter's departure, he was able, in 
the short time he was with us, to 
draw upon his experience and 
impa.it many useful suggestions 
and tools that we a.i·e implement
ing. We thank him and wish him 
all the best in the new year. 

A huge thanks also to the MR's 
founder and sole editor for 10 
years, David Detmold, whose 
constant attention and hard work 
to matters Montague, and eventu
ally to the towns of Gill, Erving, 
Wendell, and Leverett, have 
brought the paper this far. David 
will continue to cover the 
Leverett selectboard for the tin1e 
being, and will contribute occa
sional art.ides to the paper as the 
spirit moves him. David's contin
ued support and advice have been 
essential in this time of transition. 

A third thanks goes to the 
Boa.i·d of the Montague Reporter 
for all their hard work, and in pa.i·
ticular to Wes Blixt for facilitating 
the purchase of new software to 
upgrade our layout process. 

lETTER TO 

A new team has been formed 
including Shira Hillel as Editor, 
Patricia Prnitt as Assistant Editor, 
and Mike Jackson as Business 
Manager. Claudia Wells continues 
as Layout and Art Director, Don 
Clegg as Distribution Manager, 
and Lenny Zarcone as our ad 
agent in the field. 

Writers new and old provide 
the paper with its lifeblood. Many 
more hands are involved behind 
the scenes in editorial and techni
cal assistance, and in delivering to 
homes and news stands every 
week. We are grateful to rest on 
this foundation of community 
suppo1t and involvement. 

All of us at the paper appreci
ate and thank you, our subscribers 
and advertisers, for your patience 
during this hiatus in the publica
tion of the Montague Reporter, 
which allowed certain long
delayed housekeeping projects to 
be completed. Many of you let us 
know your paper was missed, 
which lends us encouragement 
and energy as our second decade 
stretches ahead. We will continue 
to bring to our readers the news 
and views of the communities we 
serve. 

THE EDITOR 

Thank You 
On Tuesday, Jan. 1, Montague 

Parks & Recreation held their 
Annual Sawmill River 1 OK Run in 
Montague Center. Approximately 
166 runners from all over the 
region (and beyond) participated in 
this major fundraising event that 
supports our Sponsor-A-Child 
Scholarship Program. The race 
would not have been possible with
out the investment of time, energy, 
resources, and funding from many 
within our fine community. 

We would like to thank A.H. 
Rist Insurance Co., Tum It Up 
Music, Greenfield Savings Bank, 
Renaissance Builders, Judd Wire, 
and Red Fire Fann for their gener
ous financial support. 

We would also like to thank 
Montague Grange No. 141, 
Foster's Supermarket, the 
Sugarloaf Mountain Athletic Club, 
and the First Congregational 
Church of Montague Center for 
much-needed supplies, materials 

and other critical services. 
As many of you know, volunteer 

assistance is essential to the suc
cess of an event of this magnitude. 
Therefore, considerable apprecia
tion goes out to the Montague 
Parks & Recreation 
Commissioners, The Franklin 
County Amateur Radio Club, the 
Montague Highway Department, 
Montague Police, and the countless 
number of volunteers who spent a 
good po1tion of their New Year's 
Day helping. 

Finally, we would like to thank 
the mnners who participated in the 
Sawmill Run. We appreciate your 
suppo1t of MPRD programs, and 
look fo1ward to seeing you again 
next year. 

Sincerely, 
Jon Dobosz, CPRP 

Director 
Parks & Recreation 
Town of Montague 

WE WELCOME 
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VY from page 1 

underground leak of radioactive tri
tium into the groundwater at the 
Connecticut River-side reactor, 
from underground pipes Entergy 
officials had previously sworn on 
oath to Vennont regulators did not 
even exist. 

Entergy won the first round of 
that lawsuit in federal district comt 
in Windham County, VT in 
Febmary, 2012, when Judge J. 
Garvin Murtha mled that Act 160, 
although it eschewed any mention 
of radiological health and safety in 
its text, was in fact predicated on 
the State of Ve1mont's fear that 
Vennont Yankee's continued opera
tion would place the health and 
safety of its residents in jeopardy 
from radiation, either from routine 
daily releases, accidental spills like 
the tritium leak, or from a worst
case radiological accident a la 
Chernobyl or Fukushima. 

"There is ample evi
dence the reason the 
legislature moved the 

decision-making power 
was so that it could 

pocket veto the approval 
without any reasons that 
were reviewahle ... " 

- Kathleen Sullivan, 
Attorney for Entergy 

Mmtha's extensive review of the 
legislative record cited nmnerous 
instances where individual legisla
tors refened to concerns about pub
lic health and safety in committee 
hearings, as VY legislation was 
being prepa.i·ed. 

Up first, Frederick began 
Monday's oral a.i·guments by argu
ing there is no real difference in a 
state's right to relicense a nuclear 
power plant within its borders and a 
state's right to allow a nuclear 
power plant to operate within its 
borders in the first place, a right the 
federal government has never dis
puted. 

Frederick continued by stating, 
"Act 160 is a process statute. All it 
does is to allow the state legislature 
to have a role in deciding," whether 
to allow relicensing. The law does 
not address radiological health and 
safety, said Frederick, and, refening 
to the PG&E case, he added, "The 
Supreme Court held that we're 
going to look at the face of the 
statute. We're not going to inquire 
into the motives of state legisla
tors," in passing it. 

''Yes, but," said Justice Camey 

JH t D /?.)' }I, 'II S ,4 6 ,4 Co I\/ 1' 1 JJ I.I'= ~ 
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intermpting, "Mightn't we have 
some concerns about how that 
process would be utilized in this 
case, given the extensive histo1y," 
of the Vennont legislature's effo1is 
to weigh in on the continued opera
tion of VY? 

Frederick responded by saying 
that Entergy's lawyer, Sullivan, and 
Judge Murtha had engaged in a 
"cheny picking" operation to strike 
down Act 160 on grounds of feder
al preemption. He said under 
Sullivan's guidance, Judge Mmtha 
had combed through the record of 
legislative committee hearings on 
VY, often focusing on hearings that 
did not produce legislation, in order 
to find instances where "five out of 
156 legislators" refened to health 
and safety and VY in their delibera
tions. 

Showing how carefully the 
appeals panel had done their 
research, Judge Christopher Droney 
said the U.S. Supreme Comt in the 
PG&E case did, in fact, look at the 
Congressional legislative record, 
and the record of a California leg
islative committee that helped pre
pare the bill, to detennine its find
ing in that case. 

Frederick responded, the 
Supreme Comt, after looking at the 
face of the statute, said, "We'll 
make a ve1y brief look at ce1tain 
legislative sources to determine 
whether they confnm the economic 
justification given." In contra.st, 
Frederick said, the Vermont district 
court judge admitted that on the 
face of it, the statute in question 
ma.de no reference to safety as a 
justification, and despite that, he 
went on a fishing expedition, "look
ing over the heads and shoulders of 
legislators," to see if the comt could 
find counterfactual evidence that 
lawmakers were in fact masking 
their hue intentions in enacting leg
islation. 

Judge Murtha, Frederick said, 
"was uying to cherry pick state
ments, when the judge himself said 
that statute is clear on its face." 
Frederick said the Vennont legisla
ture had spelled out the state's over
riding economic, environmental, 
and energy diversity concerns in 
passing Act 160, as stated in the 
act's preamble. 

Judge Paul Gardephe then com
mented, "But don't we have to look 
at the legislative history? Othe1wise 
legislatures could insulate them
selves from review simply by mak
ing sure there are no references to 
safety in a statute." 

Frederick responded, despite the 
clear wording that the state of 

CHRIS SAWYER-LAU,;:ANNO ILLUSTRATION 

Ve1mont had other interests, eco
nomic interests, at play, in passing 
Act 160, what Judge Murtha's rnl
ing and Entergy's argument on 
appeal essentially find is that the 
State of Ve1mont "is preempted, 
under the Atomic Energy Act, even 
from being a player in the decision 
of whether to renew a license. And 
that clearly can't be right, because 
the Supreme Comt in PG&E said if 
the state legislature wants to be a 
pa1t of the process, of course, that's 
pennitted." 

Frederick insisted, 
"There are non-safety 
reasons the state wants 
to he involved in this," 

and made the analogy 
of a lease renewal nego
tiation where "the ten

ant has overstayed their 
welcome." 

Judge Camey countered 
Frederick's asse1tion that Act 160 
was in the final analysis merely a 
"process statute," saying what the 
law did was to insure there would 
be "no ftuther operation" of VY, 
"without affirmative legislative 
action." And, she pointed out, "We 
have this legislative histo1y show
ing at least a purpose in some legis
lator's 1ninds related to radiological 
safety." 

Frederick insisted, "There are 
non-safety reasons the state wants 
to be involved in this," and made 
the analogy of a lease renewal 
negotiation where "the tenant has 
overstayed their welcome." 
Frederick said if the federal govern
ment recognizes a state's right to 
regulate a utility within its border 
through an agency like the Ve1mont 
Public Se1vice Board (PSB), then 
there is no valid argument why the 
state legislature cannot itself weigh 
in on the continued operation of a 
utility like Entergy VY within its 
borders. 

Nine states, including 
Massachusetts have joined with 
Vermont in appealing Murtha's 
decision the 2nd District. 

Speaking to the state's econo1nic 
interest in closing the reactor, 
Ca.iney asked if Entergy were to go 
bankrupt, would the State of 
Vennont have sole responsibility 
for the financial burden of dealing 
with the growing repository of 
spent fuel being stored on site at the 

see VY page 6 
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FLU from page 1 than humans. Should a human flu 
virus find itself sharing a cell with 
a pig flu or duck flu, we might 
face a highly lethal pandemic flu 
for which humanity is ill-pre
pared, much like the flu of 1918. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 
of getting sick and spreading more 
disease." 

Unable to reproduce on their 
own, viruses require living cells 
for replication, and the flu virus is 
like a house-guest from hell. It 
enters uninvited, makes itself at 
home inside the nucleus where it 
takes over the cell's reproductive 
machine1y, spawning hundreds of 
thousands or millions of near
replica viruses that leave the cell 
in mins upon their exit. This 
wholesale destmction tends to 
occur along the respiratory tract. 
That's why those of us with asth
ma or other respirato1y problems 
are at greater risk for complica
tions. 

U28 "Hostage" Situation Nears Resolution 

We are asked to submit to vac
cines once a year in large part 
because flu viruses also evolve 
rapidly. Replication is never per
fect. Mutations happen and with 
millions of progeny a good muta
tion can spread quickly through
out a viral population. Next year's 
flu is seldom the same as this 
year's, or even last year's. This 
kind of drift is why a different 
vaccine is required each year. 

And Influenza A, a primary 
cause of seasonal flu, also has 
another evolutionary trick. Rather 
than simply drifting, a virus might 
undergo what's called an antigenic 
shift. Made up of eight RNA seg
ments, Influenza A can behave 
like a stack of Legos, swapping 
out one block or segment for 
another, and it can do this with flu 
vimses that infect animals other 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original 

poems. Please email: 
poetry@montaguere
porter.org for considera
tion in the monthly Poetry 
Page. Include 25-word 
bio. Poems may also be 
posted to Montague 
Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience as 
a poet is necessary. 

Another objection to vaccines 
is that we are akeady endowed 
with an adequate immune system 
thanks to the process of evolution. 
Our ancient ancestors, after all, 
have been in mortal combat with 
vimses since their earliest exis
tence. But, as any high school stu
dent ought to be able to remind us, 
evolution does not apply to indi
viduals but to populations. The 
argument that humans and vimses 
have co-evolved is all well and 
good - if we are only concerned 
with the survival and fitness of 
human populations. But we all 
know there is plenty of variation 
for any trait within a given human 
population. So the argument falls 
apa1t when we begin to value each 
and eve1y individual. Some of us 
are more susceptible to the flu 
than others. And so we return to 
the question of vaccines. 

"Vaccination is a choice, and 
each person makes a decision to 
reduce their risk of disease or take 
their chances," emailed Dr. 
Albanese. "That would be fine if, 
when you get sick, the only person 
affected is just you. But that's not 
how it is, because people get flu 
and move around plenty. They go 
to work, school, child care, malls, 
theaters, restaurants and the like. 
PEOPLE SICK WITH THE FLU 
GET OTHER PEOPLE SICK. 

"The problem is that often, pro
tection of others is not what one 
considers when weighing the deci
sion about vaccination. You might 
only think about your own risk 
and how woffied you are about 
having fever, body aches, or 
cough. People do not realize that 
their illness could have spread to a 
little baby, or an elderly person, or 
someone with cancer." 

Sometimes it's not just me or 
you. 

For more information, see 
www.cdc.gov/flu. 

II 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LmBITT POLICE LOG Road. Cleared by highway 

department. Dangerou Dogs and Downed Trees 
I I:IO a.m. Reported downed 

tree on Shutesbury Road. Cleared by 
highway department. 

Saturday, 12/15 
1:30 p.m. Shutesbury Road resident 
reported someone entered his vehicle 
overnight, drove it then returned it. 
Car rifled through, nothing missing. 
Damage to vehicle's transmission; 
under investigation. 
Wednesday, 12/19 
8:43 p.m. North Leverett Road resi
dent bitten by his neighbor's dog. 
Officer spoke with the neighbor 
regarding dogs. 
Thursday, 12/20 
10:40 a.m. Resident of Cave Hill 
Road reciveed threatening email. 
Money collection scam; resident 
advised to not respond. Notified 
TRIAD for follow up. 
9:40 p.m. Medical cl1eck at a Juggler 
Meadow Road residence. Subject trans
ported to Franklin Medical Center by 
Amherst Fire Department. 
Friday, 12/21 
8:15 a.m. Downed tree on Amherst 

I 1:25 a.m. Reported downed trees and 
wires across Long Plain Road between 
Montague Road and Two Mile Road 
intersections. Road closed temporarily. 
Western Massachusetts Electric 

Company notified; road cleared. 
Monday, 12/24 
II:50 a.m. Report of loose pit bull in 
the area of Shutesbury Road. Located 
owner and retrieved dog. 
1:45 p.m. Officer located a loose dog 
on Amherst Road. Located owner and 
retrieved dog. 
Wednesday 12/26 
4:35 p.m. Long Hill Road resident 
complained about being chased by a 
German Shepherd in tl1e area of his 
home. Owner located and advised to 
keep dog secured. 
Thursday, 12/27 
2:00 p.m. Single car accident on 

Amherst Road. Driver -

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The selectboard table at the Dec. 
19 Wendell selectboard meeting 
was burdened with three platters of 
homemade cookies, two provided 
by town coordinator Nancy 
Aldrich, and one provided by chair 
Christine Heard. Heard 's platter 
feahrred chocolate rounds flavored 
with chili, and Swirl cookies with 
Kahlua. Regrettably I was unable to 
taste them all in a less than two 
hour meeting. 

Jeny Romelczyk reserved the 
town hall for his daughter's wed
ding on July 13. Next, Assessor 
Stephen Broll selected a plate of 
cookies to bring to assessor Ted 
Lewis, who had stayed in the asses
sor's office. 

Along with school committee 
members Dick Baldwin and 
Johanna Ba1tlett, and finance com
mittee member Jim Slavas, to\vn 
treasurer Carolyn Manley repo1ted 
on the continuing saga of the Union 
28 retiree benefits problem. The 
original state law stated that a U28 
retiree would have insurance paid at 
the rate set by the town with the 
highest number of emolled sh1-
dents. That t◊'wn is now Erving, 
which pays 85 percent of a retfree's 
insurance cost, higher than the 
other towns. Swift River School, as 
fiscal agent for U28, was sh1ck 
making up those payments. Manley 
raised concerns about who author
ized those payments. 

To reach a resolution, the state 
legislature passed Chapter 206 of 
2012 session laws, allowing each 
town to pay a U28 employee's ben
efits at the same rate it pays its own 
town retiree benefits. As of this 
meeting, Leverett and Shutesbmy 
had not paid. 

Leverett agreed to pay as long as 
the other towns sign onto Provision 
9. The New Salem selectboard 
agreed to that, but Bartlett and 
Slavas advised against Wendell 
signing the agreement until 
Leverett makes their payment. 
They said that Leverett has held 
U28 hostage for two years, and felt 
a consultation with Wendell's town 
counsel would be pmdent. Baitlett 
said the Leverett selectboard has 
voted to pay several times, but so 

lost control of his Toyota in a snow
storm and skidded sideways into a large 
tree. No injuries, vehicle towed back to 
road. 
Saturday, 12/29 
4:36 p.m. Medical check at a 
Montague Road residence. Party trans
ported to Cooley Dickenson Hospital 
by Amherst Fire Ambulance. 
Saturday, 1/5 
12:04 p.m. Assisted Amherst police 
department in locating a missing juve
nile female. Subject located in 
Shutesbury. Notified Shutesbury police 
department. 
7 :22 p.m. Checked town line area at 
Montague police department request 
for a hit-and-run vehicle. Unable to 
locate. 
Sunday, 1/6 
4:10 p.m. Assisted Shutesbury police 
department attempting to locate sus
pect in a domestic assault-and-battery 
and threat-to-commit-murder incident. 
Subject located and arrested by South 
Hadley police department. 

far has made no payment. 
Selectboard member Dan Keller 

suggested a meeting of the two 
selectboards at which Wendell 
could sign the agreement, and 
Leverett could acmally write the 
check. The question of who should 
provide snacks was left open. 

Aldrich said there is some 
urgency for getting the matter 
resolved because Swift River 
School should not have paid the 
insurance premiums, and should 
not continue. The Wendell select
board held off from signing, pend
ing advice from town counsel. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser asked if Seaboard Solar had 
made payments for the town's legal 
consultation regarding their con
tract. Seaboard has not, but Slavas 
said not all the bills have been com
piled. 

The kitchen planning committee 
(Kate Nolan, Alistair MacMartin, 
Judy Hall, Nan Riebschlaeger, and 
Nina Keller) reported on what they 
learned from Wendell's health 
agent about making the town hall 
kitchen useful for prepai·ation for 
community meals, classes and for 
residents to preserve home produce. 
They prepared a list of jobs that 
must be done, the expense of each, 
as well as the total expected cost. 

Good Neighbors' refrigerators 
and freezers need to be moved to 
the front room of the town hall 
where they already keep diy goods. 
To do that, the Full Moon 
Coffeehouse needs new storage 
place for its equipment. MacMartin 
said that $400 in materials and vol
unteer labor would suffice; that 
money has already been offered. 
The move requires electrical work, 
carpentry and a cooling fan totaling 
$1500. There is a possibility of help 
from green community project 
funding. 

Further kitchen renovation 
would include a six-btm1er stove 
and exhaust fai1, a three-bay-deep 
sink, a dishwasher, bringing the 
water supply inside, an instant 
water heater, new flooring, and 
washable walls, for a provisional 
budget of $18,000. Hall said that a 
community facilities grant from 
USDA could provide 35 percent of 
that cost. 

Ut'Ji, eaL in or tak,~ oul, 

Bakel'y Spec-iahjes, 

Riebschlaeger was concerned 
that no provision had been made for 
wheelchair access. She expressed 
concern that the issue was being 
approached in tenns of making the 
kitchen legal, rather thai1 accommo
dating, adding that a gas stove 
would be bad for people with chem
ical sensitivity. Nina Keller said 
that if the building is used as an 
emergency shelter, a gas stove 
would be necessa1y, and an electric 
one useless. 

Dan Keller said the kitchen com
mittee should go to the Fina.nee 
Committee with those numbers, 
and include winterizing the water 
supply and providing wheelchair 
access. A ramp leading to the 
kitchen door might fit on town
owned land. 

Pooser mentioned an effort to 
better coordinate how the town 
buildings serve in an emergency. 
On Jan. 22 at 7 pm. there will be a 
meeting to plan and organize the 
expanded ftmctions of each of the 
town buildings in emergencies. He 
said kitchen overhaul should be a 
pait of that discussion, although the 
work to move and acco1mnodate 
Good Neighbors and the coffee
house should happen ai1yway. 

Riebschlaeger, chair of the ener
gy co1mnittee, said that the town 
has acquired green community sta
tus and can now get up to $138,125 
in grant money to be used for ener
gy-saving projects. She asked that 
depa1tments keep track of vehicle 
fuel consumption, and if possible 
mileage, and use of heating oil. 
Aldrich said she has records of bills 
paid to Orai1ge Oil. 

The refrigerators in town hall 
can improve in efficiency, and Dan 
Keller said that replacing the siding 
and insulating the walls of the town 
hall should be considered as well. 

In contrast to the pre-holiday 
selectboard table, the post-New 
Yeai·'s Day table at the Jan. 2 meet
ing had only a single box of mint
covered chocolate candies, which 
were tasty, but there were no cook
ies at all. 

The meeting lasted under an 
hour before the board went into 

see WENDELL page 7 
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VY from pg4 
nuclear reactor - which now totals 
over 700 metric tons, or 3400 
highly radioactive fuel assemblies 
- in the event the federal govern
ment continues to come up short 
in its 60-year effort to site a per
manent nationwide repository for 
spent fuel from commercial reac
tors. 

Frederick said yes, and that in 
addition, the state may well find 
itself on the hook financially if the 
decommissioning fund for VY, to 
which Entergy has been notably 
unwilling to contribute any funds 
since 2002, when it purchased the 
reactor, should be unequal to the 
cost of the reactor's eventual shut
down and decommissioning. 

"Litigator 

Frederick 

David 

said the 
Vermont legislature 

had spelled out the 
state's overriding eco
nomic, environmental, 

and energy diversity 
concerns in passing 

Act 160, as stated in 
the act's preamble." 

Sullivan began her presentation 
for Entergy by stating, "The dis
trict court has found that Act 160 
is preempted by the Federal 
[Atomic] Energy Act." 

She said Act 160's "preamble 
does not hide the intent. You can't 
look at only the non-preempted" 
reasons the Vermont legislature 
cited for passing the legislation, 
"and ignore the intent revealed by 
legislators' comments." 

Sullivan referred the justices to 
some footnotes in Murtha's ruling 
that quoted various state legisla
tors specifically referring to health 
and safety concerns about VY in 
committee hearings. 

To which Camey replied, 

ARNIE'S from page 1 

close up sooner. "The economy," 
Houle said, minding the store on 
an unseasonably warm January 
Saturday, "is dead. You can't pay 
bills on dreams." He added that 
his second job at Yankee Candle is 
keeping him afloat. 

The space will join several 
other empty storefronts, including 
adjoining units, on Avenue A. 

Arnie's Thrift Store has sold 
"everything from soup to nuts. It's 
a discount variety store where you 
can buy eve1ything," said Houle. 
He gets most of his goods from 
storage auctions, and keeps a large 

"Does the mere mention of public 
health and safety torpedo the 
entire legislation, and why should 
it?" 

Sullivan tried to walk the 
appeals comt back to prior legisla
tive initiatives of the Vermont leg
islature that she said would show 
a history of the state's intent, but 
Camey said those examples were 
not detenninative to the intent of 
Act 160. 

Then Sullivan countered, "Act 
160 is not just a process act. It's a 
statute that enables the legislature 
to shut down VY, by declining to 
approve an ongoing license for 
operation, even though the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
granted that license in 2011." 

"But does the State of Vennont 
have any obligation to approve 
continued operation?" demanded 
Camey. 

"It may not disapprove it for a 
safety purpose," Sullivan replied. 
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"What if there are mixed 
motives?" asked Justice Droney. 
"What if there are economic and 
environmental" concerns 
involved, along with health and 
safety concerns when the legisla
ture passed the law? 

Nuclear Reactor Vermont Yankee, Mqy 2010. 

Sullivan replied, "We think 
Judge Murtha was conect in his 
meticulous, 10 I-page opinion," 
striking down Act 160 on grounds 
of federal preemption. Sullivan 
said the court could find 
Vermont's true motive - protect
ing the health and safety of its res
idents from radiation from VY -
by three methods - the text of the 
statute, the legislative history of 
the deliberations leading to its 
passage, and the implausibility of 
Vermont's purported reasons for 
passing the law. Sullivan said if 
the court finds that "safety is a 
purpose," in any respect in pass
ing Act 160, "we win." 

Camey suggested, "The State 
may have a legitimate natural 
rationale for its concern about 
having to pay for maintenance and 

storage space for his secondhand 
wares. Houle also sets up at flea 
markets in Hadley and Gardner 
occasionally and on weekends, 
and will continue selling at those 
and dabbling at auctions after the 
store's closing. 

"It's not easy," he said. The 
store has "been my life for the last 
27 years." 

Amie's is open Monday thru 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. As he 
tells his customers: just make sure 
the Open flag is hanging out front, 
just in case business is so slow, he 
decides to call it a day. 

the care of spent foe!, if Entergy 
should decide to leave the state. 
And that stockpile continues to 
grow." 

Judge Carney asked, 
"Does the mere men

tion of public health 

and safety torpedo the 

entire legislation, and 
why should it?" 

"It may not disapprove 
it for a safety pur-

pose," Attorney 
Kathleen Sullivan 

replied. "What if there 

are mixed motives?" 

asked Justice Droney. 
"What if there are 

economic and environ
mental" concerns 

involved, along with 

health and safety con

cerns when the legisla

ture passed the law? 

Sullivan replied, "Entergy 
bears its own costs," for dealing 
with the spent fuel on the site. 
"It's not imposed on Vermont 
ratepayers." And the NRC will 
make sure of that. 

Camey asked again what would 
prevent Entergy from closing 
down and walking away from the 
site, if it was no longer in the cor
poration's interest to continue 
operating. 

Sullivan said nuclear power 
reactors like Entergy were heavily 
regulated by the NRC, so that 
could never happen. "Entergy has 
sufficient funds to deal with the 

spent fuel," she repeated. 
Camey panied, "Act 160 does

n't say, 'We're shutting down the 
nuclear generator.' It creates a role 
for the legislature, doesn't it?" 

Sullivan replied, "There is 
ample evidence, and the district 
court discussed it, that the reason 
the legislature moved the decision 
making power from the PSB to the 
legislature was so that it could 
pocket veto the approval without 
any reasons that were review
able ... " 

She again referred to past 
actions of the legislature regard
ing VY, and said Judge Murtha 's 
decision did not rely on "cherry 
picking," but on "a cherry 
orchard" of examples proving the 
legislature's true intent. 

In rebuttal, Frederick attempted 
to undermine Sullivan's claim that 
Entergy would continue to pay for 
long term storage of nuclear waste 
at the Vernon site, and for the 
eventual decommissioning of the 
reactor, by recalling Entergy's 
proposal to establish an uncapital
ized "shell corporation," dubbed 
Exelon, to own its Northeastern 
nukes, including VY. That propos
al was derailed by regulators in 
New York and New England, but 
not before it caused legislators in 
Vennont to become so distmstful 
ofEntergy's actions as to pass Act 
160 - for economic reasons, 
Frederick insisted. 

Frederick concluded his rebut
tal by once again citing the US 
Supreme Court's 1983 unanimous 
decision upholding the right of the 
state of California in the PG&E 
case to halt the construction of 
nuclear power reactors in the state 
until the issue of long term storage 

of nuclear waste had been ade
quately resolved. 

In that unanimous decision, 
Justice Byron White wrote, "What 
motivates one legislator to vote 
for a statute is not necessarily 
what motivates scores of others to 
enact it. It would be particulady 
pointless for us to engage in such 
inquiiy here, when it is clear the 
states have been allowed to retain 
authority over the need for electri
cal generating facilities easily suf
ficient for a state so inclined to 
halt the construction of new 
nuclear power plants by refusing 
on economic grounds to issue cer
tificates of public convenience in 
individual proceediI1gs." 

And so, Vermont's Frederick 
summed up, the appeals court 
should find in favor of the State of 
Vermont's appeal of Judge 
Murtha's decision, because, he 
said, inquiring into the motives of 
individual lawmakers in passing 
Act 160 is just what Judge Murtha 
did. 

The justices did not say when 
they would rule on the appeal: it 
could take weeks; it could take 
months. 

Many legal commentators con
sider it likely the case will contin
ue on appeal to the U.S. II 
Supreme Court. ■ 
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UMass Amherst Climate Modelers See Warmer. Wetter Northeast Winters by 2070 

WINTER CONTRACTING, SNOW SEASON EXPECTED TO BE SHORTER 
AMHERST - A new high-resolu
tion climate study by University of 
Massachusetts Amherst climate sci
entists, the first to apply regional 
climate models to examine likely 
near-te1m changes in temperature 
and precipitation across the 
Northeast United States, suggests 
temperatures are going to be signif
icantly waimer in all seasons in the 
next 30 yeai·s, especially in winter. 
Also, they project that winters will 
be wetter, with more rain likely than 
snow. 

Writing in the December issue of 
the Journal of Geophysical 
Research, Michael Rawlins and 
Raymond Bradley of the Climate 
System Reseai·ch Center at UMass 
Amherst, with Hemy Diaz of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's (NOAA) Climate 
Diagnostics Center, Boulder, Colo., 
provide the highest resolution cli
mate projections to date for the 
Northeast from Pennsylvania to 
Maine for the period 2041 to 2070. 
The study used data from multiple 
climate model simulations nm at 
greatly improved resolution. 

Rawlins said, "One of the most 
important aspects of our study is 
that we can now exainine in more 
detail what's likely to occur across 
the region with a grid size of 
approximately 31 by 31 miles. 
Previous studies used much more 
coarse-scale general circulation 
model data. This represents a signif
icant step forward." 

Bradley added, "Regional cli
mate models have been ai·ound for a 
while, but they have not been 
applied specifically to the No1theast 
region. At this point what we can 
provide are 'broad bmsh' estimates 
of how things will chai1ge over the 
next 30 to 50 yeai·s. People should 
not over-interpret these results. 
Fmther research is needed to scale 
these down to individual locations. 
But for natural resource conserva
tion managers, water resource man
agers and others responsible for 
planning ahead, we expect our 
region-specific results will be help
ful." 

Overall, the researchers say the 
region is projected to warm by 
some 2 to 3 degrees Celsius by mid
centmy, with local changes 
approaching 3.5 degrees C in win
ter. Precipitation will go up as well, 
particularly in winter, but again not 
mlifonnly across the N01theast. The 
UMass Alnlierst climate scientists 
say confidence in the precipitation 
change projections for spring, smn
mer and autumn is lower, given 
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smaller changes relative to natural 
weather variability. 

"The only clear signal of change 
for precipitation is noted in winter, 
which appears to be heading toward 
wetter conditions, consistent with 
cmTent trends," Rawlins says. 
Winter precipitation is projected to 
rise significantly above natural 
weather variability, ai·ound 12 to 15 
percent greater from southwest 
Pennsylvania to northern Maine, 
with the exception of coastal areas, 
where projected increases ai·e 
lower. 

"But we shouldn't expect more 
total seasonal snowfall," he adds. 
"Combined with the model-project
ed temperature trends, much of the 
increase will occur as rain. We're 
losing the snow season. It is con
tracting, with more rain in eai·ly and 
late winter." 

For this study, Rawlins and 
Bradley used available outputs from 
an ensemble of regional climate 
models (RCM) from the No1th 
American Regional Climate 
Change Assessment Prograin to 
look at potential changes in season
al air temperature and precipitation 
between the present (1971 to 2000), 
and a future period (2041 to 2070) 
across the No1theast. They per
fo1med a rigorous evaluation of 
each model's ability to represent 
current climate by compaiing its 
outputs to actual weather station 
data. 

Tuesdf!Y was a love!J dcry, with mild temperatures helping to melt the snow along the river at Unity Park in 
Turners Falls. Pools of 1vater along the banks invited sea birds and mallard ducks to lap up some fresh water and 
poke around in the mudt!J grasses for something worth eating. A nice break before snow covers the ground again. 

The projections assume that 
greenhouse gas emissions will con
tinue to rise, increasing atmospher
ic CO2 from about 400 parts per 
million (ppm) today to between 500 
ai1d 600 ppm in 2070. Bradley and 
Rawlins acknowledge that this out
look represents the "most aggres
sive, most troubling lligher emis
sions trajecto1y scenario" for CO2 
levels, but they point out that so far 
there is little evidence that society 
will act to appreciably change the 
current rate of increase. 

Each of the five RCMs were 
forced with data from two general 
circulation models (GCM), yielding 
nine GCM-RCM simulations. This 
provided a rich suite of data for cli
mate change analysis, the scientists 
say. GCM forcings are applied at 
the boundaries of the No1th 
American region, with RCMs then 
taking over, resulting in much high
er-resolution depictions of precipi
tation and air temperature than 
would have been possible using the 
GCMs alone. 

Results show statistically signifi
cant increases in air temperature 

region-wide for eve1y grid in each 
season, but the changes are not uni
form. For example, the models col
lectively project air temperature 
changes in winter of more than 3 
degrees C (5.5 degrees F) across 
northern Maine, all of New 
Hampshire, Vermont and the 

from WENDELL page 5 

executive session to discuss strate
gy with respect to litigation. 

Assessors asked, as in prior 
years, that Wendell have one tax 
rate for both businesses and homes. 
The selectboard approved that 
request unanimously. Assessor 
Chris Wings said Wendell's resi
dential factor is one, the excess 
levy capacity, which is the addi
tional ainount Wendell may raise in 
taxes without crossing the proposi
tion 2½ maximum, is $373,963.36. 
The expected tax rate will be 
$17.71 per $1,000 valuation, down 
from $18.94 last year. Since there 
has been no residential reevalua
tion, tax bills in May should be 
lower tl1an last May for homes with 
no new additions. The November 
property tax bill was an estimate. 

Wendell's professional assessor, 
Helen Williams, needs to take a 
month 

off, and wants to have the town 
hire a temporaiy replacement. The 
Warwick assessor's office uses the 
same prograin, and Williams will 

Adirondacks, representing about 50 
percent of the Northeast region. In 
some local areas, the increase could 
be neai· 4 degrees C (7 .2 degrees F). 

By contrast, winter air tempera
ture increases in southwest 
Pem1sylvailia ai·e projected to be 
lower, only about 2.4 degrees C. In 

ask the Waiwick assessor if she is 
willing to take on Wendell wllile 
Williams is out. 

Herb Hohengasser, the FRCOG
provided plumbing inspector 
Wendell 

uses, will be taking three 
months off for surge1y and recov
ery. He suggested the town lure 
Bruce Whittier as a tempora1y 
replacement. Whittier has taken the 
required coursework. Few inspec
tions of new construction are 
expected in the coming three 
months, and board members agreed 
that Whittier could fill the tempo
rary position, despite the fact that 
Whittier's firm does most of the 
town's plumbing. 

The selectboard table held maps 
provided by the FRCOG showing 
the town's floodplains, relating to 
the national flood insurance pro
gram. The town may join tl1at pro
gram, and then homeowners within 
floodplains would be required to 
buy insurance at a reduced, but still 
expensive, rate. If the town is not in 
the program, flood insurance will 
be more expensive, and mo1tgage 
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summer, the pattern is reversed and 
the southwest quadrant of the north
east is projected to be waimer and 
the changes higher. 

This story was contributed by the 
UMass Office of News and Media 
Relations. 

lenders may require it. The maps 
show a nairnw floodplain along the 
Millers River, and a narrow band 
around Whetstone Brook. 
Selectboard members saw only one 
home in the floodplain, that of 
Chai'les and Shay Cooper. Pooser 
said he balks at the idea of requir
ing another expensive insurance 
bill, and the other board members 
seemed to agree. Heard said she 
would talk with Shay Cooper to get 
her feelings on the issue. 

On Nov. 13 a representative 
from Senator John Keny's office 
met Wendell citizens in the town 
offices. Pooser was among those 
present and asked that Sen. Keny 
look into tlle helicopters that fly 
over Wendell in the fall, below the 
FAA-mandated 500-foot ceiling, in 
seai·ch for ... sometlling. They have 
frightened children playing out
side. In response to Sen. Keny's 
inquily, the Texas Almy person in 
charge of fly-overs called the 
selectboai·d office to say it is not an 
Army helicopter. Other agencies 
have yet to respond. II 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD MERING 

A Hectic Two Weeks at 
the Community Center 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MERING 

Dry Hill Road? Still a Walk in the Woods 
BY PATRICIA PRUITT with developing the road 

across Senn's pasture. 
Montague money ( ah·eady set 
aside) for closing the bum 
dump. 

By KATIE NOLAN 

Selectboard member 
Margaret Sullivan told the 
board at its Jan. 7 meeting 
that "it was a hectic last two 
weeks" at the senior and 
community center. She said 
that the center was closed 
one day for lack of heat and 
potentially closed on several 
other days, because the twin 
geothermal heating system 
pumps were not properly 
balanced. She added that, 
with public works director 
Paul Prest on vacation, high
way foreman Glen McCro1y 
was "learning under fire" to 
deal with the heating sys
tem's problems. Sullivan 
praised the repair work con
ducted by Climate Heating 
and Cooling of Pittsfield. 

At the Jan. 14 meeting, 
Sullivan reported that the 
heating system had been 
heating the building effi
ciently, and had worked well 
during the open house at the 
senior and community center 
on Jan. 12, which was attend
ed by approximately 80 peo
ple. The board requested that 
Prest, now back from vaca
tion, contact the system's 
installer regarding repair of 
the system. 

At its Jan. 14 meeting, the 
selectboard raised the license 
fee for un-neutered male 
dogs from $3 to $6 in order 
to comply with the state's 
Act Further Regulating 
Animal Control, signed by 
governor Deval Patrick in 
August. The Act requires a 
higher fee for an "intact" dog 
than for a spayed or neutered 
dog, without regard to gen
der. 

At the Dec. 17 special 
town meeting, an article giv
ing the selectboard the 
authority to set dog license 
fees was voted down after 
residents argued that the pro-

posed fees were too high. At 
that time, town clerk Richard 
Newton recommended that 
the selectboard set fees at 
$10 for a spayed or neutered 
dog and $15 for an un
spayed or un-neutered dog. 

However, at the Jan. 7 
selectboard meeting, after 
reviewing the dog licensing 
bylaws passed by town meet
ing in 2007 with Newton and 
town counselor Donna 
MacNicol, the board decided 
that the selectboard was the 
"licensing board" as defined 
in the bylaw, and was able to 
set dog license fees. The 
2007 bylaw allows the 
licensing board to change the 
dog license fee schedule 
after Jan. 1, 2012. 

Selectboard member 
Andrew Goodwin said that 
residents at the special town 
meeting had said, "loud and 
clear," that they did not 
approve of increased license 
fees. Selectboard chair 
Eugene Klepadlo called the 
proposed increases "an 
increased tax," and said any 
increases should be "reason
able." 

Newton told the select
board that he didn't care 
what the fee amounts were, 
as long as they were in com
pliance with state law. 
Goodwin, Klepadlo and 
Sullivan agreed that the only 
fee that should be increased 
was the one for un-neutered 
males, and that it should be 
increased to $6 to make it 
equal to the fee for un
spayed females. 

Actual setting of the fee 
was scheduled for the Jan. 14 
meeting. Debra and Jacob 
Smith of High Sti·eet, who 
had spoken against the high
er fees at the Dec. 17 special 
town meeting, attended the 
Jan. 14 selectboard meeting 
and agreed that the increase 
from $3 to $6 was "ve1y 

fair." 

011 At·e11ue A for o,•er 10 years Klepadlo noted that, 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 1 O.m-1 Opm 
Fri&Sat 10am-11pm •Sun Noon-7pm 

59 A,·enue A• Turners Falls 
863-9900 

with low cost license 
fees, "We expect eve1y
one is going to have their 
dogs licensed" and rec
ommended that the town 
be more diligent about 
locating residents who 
do not license their dogs. 

According to town 
administrator Tom 

Sharp, the State Depa1tment 
of Revenue (DOR) ce1tified 
the town's free cash amount 
as of July 1, 2012 at 
$1,339,043. According to the 
Massachusetts Municipal 
Association, free cash 
includes actual receipts in 
excess of revenue estimates 
and unspent amounts in 
departmental budget line
items for the year just end
ing, plus unexpended fre.e 
cash from the previous year. 
The DOR certified the 
town's water enterprise fond 
at $106,932 and the sewer 
enterprise fund at $893,286. 

Town administrator Tom 
Sharp told the board that 
contractor J.R. Vinagro 
Corp. is "ve1y much on time" 
with demolition work at the 
fo1mer Usher Mill site and 
that the project "clearly will 
be done by the end of 
Febrna1y." He said that Prest 
checks on the progress daily 
and that the town's environ
mental and engineering con
sultant Tighe & Bond is also 
overseeing Vlllagro 's work. 
The board signed pape1work 
requesting reimbursement 
for a portion of the demoli
tion costs from the U.S. EPA 
brownfields program admin
istered by Franklin Regional 
Council of Govemments. 

The selectboard will have 
its second annual goal-set
ting meeting Jan. 30 from 6 
to 9 p.m. at the French King 
Restaurant. Klepadlo and 
Goodwin noted that this 
would be a brainstorming 
meeting, not a decision-mak
ing meeting. Although it is 
an open meeting that the 
public is allowed to attend, 
no questions or input from 
the public will be accepted. 

In other business, the 
selectboard set the Inileage 
rate for town employee ti·av
el at the rate set by the 
Internal Revenue Service, 
which is ctmently $0.565 per 
mile. 

George Wheeler was 
appointed as van driver for a 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Authority (FRTA) van that 
operates out of the Etving 
senior and community cen
ter, contingent on drng test
ing, background checks and 
completion of FRTA train
ing. 

"It's still a walk in the 
woods. Nothing's changed." 
That was DPW head Tom 
Bergeron's sho1t reply on 
Monday night to what has 
happened Slllce the road 
through Mr. Senn's pastlll'e on 
D1y Hill Road was deemed a 
historical town road back in 
2007, which was intended to 
provide access to Thy Hill 
Cemete1y, a burial place of 
historical significance. 

Since that 2007 victo1y, 
however, the town has not had 
the budget to put in a road, so 
Senn has continued to use his 
land as unobstrncted cow pas
ture. 

Bergeron acknowledged 
John Reynolds' continued 
concern about access through 
the Senn prope1ty to the ceme
te1y. Reynolds suggested the 
town erect stone walls to 
demarcate the roadway from 
Senn 's pasture. Town 
Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio agreed to draft a 
letter to Senn reminding him 
of the town's right to access, 
and took the town planner, 
Walter Ramsey's, suggestion 
to apply for a state recreation 
and open spaces grant to assist 

Abbondanzio also reported 
receiving a complaint con
ceining the lack of respect for 
fellow union members and 
other employees displayed by 
the United Electrical union 
(UE) steward during a recent 
bargaining session. 

Abbondanzio felt the com
plaint was wan-anted, and read 
a policy letter he had written 
reminding the UE that 
respectful discourse in all 
negotiations was the rnle. The 
selectboard approved the let
ter, instl11cting additional 
copies be sent the town's othei· 
two tmions, the Town of 
Montague Employees 
Association. and the 
International Brotherhood of 
Police Officers. 

Ramsey brought the good 
news of the state's approval of 
the Turnpike Road Energy 
park. He sought chainnan 
Boutwell's signature on the 
application, as well as author
ization for a memorandum of 
agreement with 
MassDevelopment for 
$50,000 worth of predevelop
ment work over eight weeks, 
which would delineate wet
lands, and $8,000 of 

Police Chief Chip Dodge 
sought incentive pay for 
Detective Leon Laster, who 
completed his Associates 
degree in Criminal Justice 
Sh1dies at Greenfield 
Community College in June 
2012. The incentive ammmts 
to a 10 percent increase, effec
tive from July 2012. Dodge 
spoke highly of Laster's 
effo1ts even while recoveimg 
from injuries. The selectboard 
was tmanimous in approval. 

Assessor Barbara Miller 
went before the selectboard 
seeking approval of her 
employee Jessica St. 
Atmand's promotion from 
Assessor Clerk to the Assessor 
Technician position, due to a 
vacancy created by Douglas 
McIntosh's recent retirement. 
The selectboard approved her 
promotion unanimously, as 
well as posting for the vacant 
Assessor Clerk position, and 
hiring Doug McIntosh on a 
tempora1y, as-needed basis 
while the assessor trains per
sonnel and carries out the 
revaluation process. 

In sho1t, it was an evening 
made of ayes! 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SElECTBOARD MERING 

Regional School Assessment 
May Rise by $100,000 

By DAVID DETMOLD town of Leverett's assess
ment for the regional school, 
a hike that may be difficult 
for the to\vn to handle in an 
era of negligible new growth. 

"If state aid doesn't go up, 
it all falls on the towns," said 
Gibavic, who added the 
increase in the region's budg
et is being driven by out of 
district special education 
placements, along with con
ti·achial raises and utility 
costs. 

The good news, Gibavic 
said, is that the Leverett 
Elementary School budget is 
projected to come in lower 
than the present year, due to 
the fact that a large 6th grade 
cohort, which has necessitat
ed two classes and two 6th 
grade teachers, will be gradu
ating this year, allowing the 
school to consolidate to one 
6th grade class next fall, and 
reduce one full-time teacher 

According to flllance 
committee chair Don 
Gibavic, the prelimina1y out
look for the Amherst-Pelham 
Regional School budget 
in dudes a 1. 8 percent 
increase over the cmrent fis
cal year. That increase, if not 
matched by an increase in 
state aid, could result in 
approximately a $100,000 
(7 .8 percent) increase in the 

see LEVERETT page 10 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WENDELL POLICE LOG 

Car Accidents and Stolen Debit Cards 
5-tuzday. 12/15 
4:15 p.m. Two-car accident on 
Montague Road. No injuries. 
Wcdncsdaf, 12/19 
1:21 p.m. Mt. Laurel Drive resident 
reported her debit cru:d stolen. 
W cdncsdaf, 12/26 
7:33 p.m. One car accident on 
Montague Road. Two injured par
ties transported to Franklin 

Medical Cent.er by Orange ambu
lance. 
Friday, 12/28 
9:13 p.m. Removed tmwanted party 
from Old Stage Road residence. 
Tuesday, I/I 
4:03 p.m. Domestic dispute at 
Plain Road residence. Arrested male 
party, charged same with domestic 
assault and battery. Tran.sported to 

Franklin County House of 
Corrections on $5,000 bail 
Tuesday, I/8 
1:26 p.m. Morse Village Road 1-esi
dent reported his debit cru:d was 
used fraudulently to make online 
purchase. Card canceled. 
2:29 p.m. Building alarm at Ruggles 
Pond State Forest building. All 
secure on arrival. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the c.omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

, 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Streel 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe ~lnox 1)-a,•erse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Stevco Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

"We Know Entertafnmentw 

* frt:_e Cc1tLYllllatu11f 
• State of 1/ie A.rt Sou111I 
• 8e.\1 M11iit: fer all 11ges!Occa.fiom, 
• Karanlre System R,mtal 
• ReaM11ab/e Rates 

•HDUI PICKLES I 
Natwrall~ Fermented & Ran) 

We're going co-op! 
Read all about it at: 

www.rea1pick1es.com 

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Eel.son 413.863.446~ 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebY(orks.com 

DOLJ\N & 0
1

013\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to goN 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 4 13-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License # 1 31 7 5 
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NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Superintendent Search Committee Assembled 
NOTES FROM THE Gill SElECTBOARD MERING 

Board Tackles King Phillip's War to Roof Color 
By EI.LEN BLANCHETTE 

A report from Music 
director Michael Bradley 
opened the Jan. 8 school 
committee meeting on a high 
note. 

Participation in the 
Turners Falls high school 
music program has increased 
substantially, according to 
Bradley, who described the 
programs being offered in the 
school district and his ambi
tious plans for the future. The 
district now has music pro
grams for students at all lev
els and enrollment in choral 
groups and band at middle 
and high school levels have 
significantly increased. 

Bradley explained to the 
committee that the music 
programs focus on music lit
eracy and sight-reading. He 
said the band and choral 
groups are learning about 
musicality, theory, temlinolo
gy, and histo1y. Students are 
"not only learning about 
music but how to be a group 
of musicians who are well 
trained and disciplined about 
their craft." 

The Fine Arts depa1tment 
has also developed a theater 
a1ts program, giving students 
an opportunity to explore 
theatrical performance. 
Bradley announced this 
yea1· 's musical will be 
"Annie," with lead pa1ts 
ah'eady cast, and perfo1m
ances set for March 8 
through 10. 

Melinda Swanson, the 
music teacher at the Gill and 
Montague Elementary 
Schools, described a lively 
music program for students: 
the beginning choms meets 
for 30 1ninutes once a week, 
and each band member gets 
30 minutes individual 
instmction eve1y week. The 
full band meets eve1y other 
week. Gill has an all-school 
sing every Friday. Students 
are encouraged to rent their 
own instmments, but the dis
trict owns some that are 
available for those unable to 
rent. The Dec. 13 winter con
cert included students from 
all levels and was a great suc
cess. 

Interim superintendent 
Mark Prince presented a ve1y 
preliminary estimate for the 
district FYI 4 budget. Using 
an "all funds" approach, 

which is a new fonnat devel
oped by Management 
Solutions: it laid out all funds 
c01ning into the district but 
lacked sufficient infonnation 
to be more than speculative. 
As Prince said repeatedly, 
out of ten funding sources 
listed, eight are unknown. 

It was agreed that until the 
Governor's budget is pre
sented, it will be ve1y diffi
cult to develop a budget 
based on reasonable funding 
estimates. Management 
Solutions will be presenting a 
more thorough budget devel
opment document to the 
school committee at their 
next meeting on Jan. 22, and 
will make a presentation of 
their "all funds" approach at 
that time. 

A dispute then emerged 
over whether the school com
mittee training held in eai·ly 
Janua1y had developed into a 
deliberation, which, if tme, 
would violate the open meet
ing laws. The committee's 
next meeting will provide an 
opportunity to present in 
public the infonnation and 
discussion that took place in 
that training, which should 
help resolve the issue of any 
inadvertent violation of the 
transparency law. 

The subject of school 
security was included in 
Prince's repo1t to the com
mittee. He assured members 
that security matters are 
being reviewed and changes 
being made where necessa1y, 
but gave no specific details. 
Turners Falls High School 
principal, Patricia Gai·dner, 
had infotmed Prince, in a 
widely-distributed email, of 
her concerns regarding secu
rity at the entrance to the 
high school. As part of the 
remedies requested, she sug
gested an increase in office 
staff might be helpful, a rec
ommendation Prince quickly 
rebuffed. An executive ses
sion of the school com1nittee 
will be held on Jan. 15, to 
discuss issues involved with 
keeping the children in the 
district safe while in school. 

The final selection of 
members for the superinten
dent seai·ch committee was 
voted on and accepted. A let
ter to the communities seek
ing individuals to se1ve on 
the selection committee 
brought volunteers among 

parents, teachers, and mem
bers of the community offer
ing to participate. In cate
gories where more than one 
candidate volunteered, the 
choice was made using a 
computer lotte1y system that 
randomly selected names. 

The members of the 
search committee are Randy 
Crochier of the Gill select
board, Christopher Boutwell 
of the Montague selectboard, 
Jeff Singleton, parent of a 
high school sh1dent, Karl 
Dziura, a high school 
teacher, Carol Gloski, a mid
dle school teacher, Nancy 
Daniel-Green, an elementary 
school teacher, Linda Ellis, a 
special education educator, 
Don Valley and Allen Tupper 
Brown, members of the com
munity at large, Stanley 
Dobosz, Jr., a retired school 
administrator, and Marlyn 
Reynolds, a retired citizen. 
The first meeting of the 
superintendent search com
mittee will be held on Jan. 17 
in the TV studio at Turners 
Falls High School at 6 p.m. 

The next regular Gill
Montague Regional School 
District school committee 
will be held on Jan. 22 at 
Turners Falls High School at 
7p.m. 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

A proposed "Montague 
Battlefield Mapping Grant" 
received "enthusiastic" sup
po1t at the Gill Selectboard 
Monday night. The grant, 
designed to fund ar·chaeolog
ical and other research on the 
famous "Turners Falls 
Massacre" of 1676, was 
tmanimously endorsed by the 
board. 

The Gill Historical 
Commission, which the pre
vious night had met by tele
conference with Doug Han'is 
of the Nanagansett Tribe, 
was on hand to support 
action by the board. The mas
sacre at a Native American 
fishing encampment on the 
"Great Falls" was a key turn
ing point in King Phillip's 
War. The town of Montague 
has led the effort at "recon
ciliation" with ti'ibes in the 
region and signed an agree
ment with representatives of 
the Na1rngansetts. 

Harris has been a key fig
ure in promoting action by 
local communities in the 
state to prese1ve what he 
believes are traditional 
Native American ceremonial 
sites. This has occasionally 
led to conflict over develop-

ment projects, in pa1ticular 
with the Turners Falls 
Airpo1t Commission over a 
proposed nmway expansion. 
Thus the battlefield grant, 
which is being spearheaded 
by the town of Montague, 
encotmtered some opposi
tion, in pa1t on the grmmds 
that the 1676 massacre ach1-
ally occmTed in Gill on the 
opposite side of the 
Connecticut River from 
Montague. Fmthennore, the 
true "battle," which led to the 
death of Captain Turner after 
he led the raid on the settle
ment, was probably in what 
is now Greenfield. 

The enthusiastic letter of 
support from Gill for a 
Montague grant would seem 
to resolve these problems. 
Further, there will be a multi
town adviso1y board linked 
to the project that includes, in 
addition to Montague and 
Gill, Greenfield and South 
Deerfield. The project is seen 
as part of an effo1t to make 
the battlefield a tourist attrac
tion. 

In other key develop
ments, the selectboard was 
updated on a problem with 
the new heating system 
recently installed in the town 
safety complex. "Everything 

is going great," reported 
Administrative Assistant Ray 
Purington, except that the 
heating unit in the Fire 
Department training room is 
too noisy for trainings. The 
contractor is working to 
address the issue. 

The selectboad unani
mously approved the color 
"charcoal gray" for the new 
Gill Town Hall roof. The 
color was endorsed by the 
Historical Commission as 
consistent with the hall and 
surrotmding buildings. A 
contract of $52,780 was 
awar·ded to RCI Roofing. 

There was a brief discus
sion of Gill participation in 
the First Light license renew
al process. This process, 
which should take several 
years, will involve towns and 
a variety of concerned agen
cies in the ar·ea. First Light 
owns a number of power 
generating facilities in the 
ar·ea, including the pumped
storage hydroelectt'ic station 
on No1thfield Mmmtain, the 
tt·aditional hydro Cabot 
Station in Millers Falls and 
the Turners Falls Canal itself. 
A new license could be 
approved for as long as 50 
years, so the upcoming 

see GILL page 10 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG Fourth Street. Peace restored. 
9:11 a.m. Vandalism, ■ Randall 
Road. Referred to an officer. Assault, Larceny, Hit & Runs. One Loose Pony. 
11:IO a.m. Domestic disttirbance. 

Thutsday.12/20 
1:45 a.m. Disturbance L Street; 
peace restored. 
2:52 a.m. Burglar alarm at Second 
Street Baking Company on Fourth 
Street; investigated. 
12:38 p.m. Assault on Central 
Street; summons issued. 

2:51 p.m. Report of larceny report
ed at Salvation Army Thrift Store 
on Avenue A. Investigated. 
3:46 p.m. Threatening harassment 
reported on resident of Fourth 
Street. Advised of options. 
5:11 p.m. Medical emergency of 
resident on Montague City Road. 
Services rendered. 
8:35 p.m. Officer wanted at Ttirners 
Falls High School Services ren
dered. 
5:58 p.m. Arrest warrant service 
initiated at Avenue C residence. 
Unable to locate. 

9:30 p.m. Loud noise disturbance 
on Oakman Street. Investigated. 
&day. 12/21 
4:15 a.m. Well Being check on per
son on Hannabrooke Lane. 
4:46 a.m. Burglary, breaking and 
entering at Shady Glen on Avenue 
A. Services rendered. 
8:27 a.m. Burglary /breaking and 
entering at Apollo Pools on Unity 

Street. Investigated. 6:47 p.m. Vandalism,.venue C. Arrested 
9:15 a.m. Medical emergency at Advised of options. 
Powertown Apartments. Referred to 9:27 p.m. Medical emergency, ■ tery. 

other agency. Avenue C. Removed to hospital. 2:39 p.m. Safety hazard: loose pony 
10:26 a.m. Report of illegal dump- Wednesday, 12/26 in area of Ttirners Falls Road. No 
ing on Fotirth Street. Services ren- 5:20 a.m. Safety hazard, south of police service necessary. 
dered. cross over, Sunderland Road and 7:50 p.m. Larceny reported, St. 
Satwday. 12/22 Fosters Road. Services rendered. Stanislaus Society, 6 K Street. 
3:42 p.m. B~lary breaking and 4:04 p.m. Illegal dumping, - Advised of options. 
entering at - Central Street, Masonic Avenue. Services rendered. 8:10 p.m. General disturbance 
Turners Falls. Report taken. Thuaclay, 12/27 reported, Jakes Tavern on Avenue A. 
8:17 p.m. Motor vehicle violation 1:44 a.m. Domestic dist:tirbance at Summons issued. 
at Third Street and Avenue A. ■East Main Street, Ttirners Falls. 
Citation issued. Arrested 
9:44 p.m. Medical emergency at ■ assault and battery. 
Pinewood Circle. Removed to hos- Faday, 12/28 

protective cus
t y, t possession of ammu-
1ution, fuearm without FID card, 

pital 7:18 p.m. Threatening harassment, possession of firearm, in1proper 
Sunday, 12/23 Aubuchon Hardware, Avenue A. 
11:26 a.m. Accident hit and run, Advised of options. 
Food City plaz.a. Report taken. 10:52 p.m. Neighbor dist:tirbance, 
3:52 p.m. Fight at-ridge Street. Powertown Apartments, otirth 
Services rendered. Street. Arrested 

Monday. 12/24 
12:33 a.m. Fire alarm at warrant. 
Southworth Paper Mill. Services Monday, 12/31 
rendered. 4:37 p.m. Larceny report, Jay K's 
6:58 p.m. Domestic disttarbance, ■ Liquors, -Avenue A. Advised of 
Franklin Street, Millers Falls. options. 
Services rendered. 
10:23 p.m. Disttarbance, loud noise, 

-Second Street. Services ren
dered. 

Tucsday.12/25 

9: 11 p.m. Lutiated warrant arrest of 

. 1 
1:45 a.m. General disttirbance, ■ 

storage. 
Ftiday,1/4 
I 1:53 a.m. Officer wanted, Wendell 
Road and Mormon Hollow Road. 

Arrested 

Satucday. I/5 
3:17 p.m. Motor Vehicle violation, 
Montague City Road. Summons 
issued. 
7:15 p.m. Accident, hit and nm,. 
Seventh Street. Services rendered. 

10:33 p.m. Fight,-Central Street. 
Services rendered. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)- '11 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' 
Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 
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B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

- c!~:~~~ :':~.~~~!~s 
- -.._,. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ftiRECISION 
~~.1 '· REPAiRS 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES 

MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 
39 Center Road 

Gill,MA 01354 

FREE LOANER CARS 

~Q\ifl Of ~ 
Easy in-to\>,;n location -n1rr1$1 -~ f 
Secure 24-hour access ptl\c.lS 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Ve11uo1s 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

PtTrR UJATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

f k\:.~:-978-544-6534 WP~iell 

-~.-~-~-~-~-r.aiiii:"'\-~ 

Negus & Tay orl Inc. 
Monuments ¥-11!!/!!JVC 

~~~ ~.,~ People often come lo see us 
because their parents 
and their grandparents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
that kind of loyalty, 
ond we work hard to keep it. 
-Gory ond Nancy Melen 

~\f.- iYt 
f We engri::ve •f 

t11cmor1es 
{ that last forever I 

MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 MUI Street. Greenfield, MA 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

$potia.tiring in 1111 Mp,f..lth of lawn 01rd P,.,,pety MttitrlMantt.f. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

IIOJidential & Commmial • lullv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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Montague Native to Head County 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program 

Adult Drawing and Painting Classes 

at the WENDEll. LIBRARY 

GREENFIELD - This month 
Danielle Letoumeau-Then-ien joins 
Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of 
Franklin County as its incoming 
Executive Director. 

Letoumeau- Thenien, who has 
worked for the past 12 years in 
Turners Falls at the Northeast 
Foundation for Children, and took a 
leadership role in fundraising for the 
Beacon Field playground in 
Greenfield, expressed excitement 
for her new role at the organization, 
which pairs 6- to 16-year olds with 

LEVERETT from pg 8 
salaiy. 

Given that, Gibavic said, "At this 
point, preliminarily, if state aid stays 
the saine we'll be pretty close to cov
ering eve1ything," without the need 
for an ovenide. 

On Jan. 8, the selectboai·d and the 
finai1ce committee met jointly to take 
care of routine transfers of :fonds 
from the reserve account to pay 
unanticipated bills, and to begin the 
process of budget review for town 
depa1tments and the schools for fis
cal year 2014, which begins July 1. 
The finance committee will meet 
jointly with selectboard to exainine 
individual depaitment budgets in the 
upcoming weeks, in preparation for 
annual town meeting in Ap1il. 

Also on Jai1. 8, the selectboard 
held a meeting with the newly 
appointed fire depa1tment study 
co1mnittee, made up of deputy chief 
Stewa1t Olson, Peter Reich, Dean 
Alfange, Barbai-a Tiner, Steve Fliner, 
and Judy Weinthaler. 

The boai·d charged the co1mnittee 
with looking at the needs of the 
depa1tment, in view of the anticipat
ed retirement in the coming years, of 
most if not all the senior officers, 
including the chief, John MonlZZi. 

111e committee will also be asked 
to look at public relations and recruit
ment of new call firefighters, and to 
examine the pros and cons of possi
ble collaboration or consolidation 
with the fire depa1tments of neai·by 
towns like Sunderland, or perhaps 
Shutesbury. 

Selectboard member Peter 
d'Etrico said there is a bit of confo
sion as to when the anticipated retire
ments ·will actually take place, but he 
said there is a possibility the senior 
officers might be persuaded to stay 
on in a training capacity for a pe1iod 
of time thereafter, to assist with new 
recruits. "We ce1tainly have a lot of 
expe1ience there with the senior offi
cers," he said. 

D'Enico also urged town resi
dents to take a look at the fire depait
ment's well produced recruitment 

adult mentors: "I am so happy to 
take everything I have leamed in my 
professional life so far to continue 
to serve children eve1y day." 

A native of Montague and a grad
uate, Letoumeau-The1rien has also 
served on the BBBS board of direc
tors, the board of the Greenfield 
Business Association, and recently 
the Greenfield Town Council. In her 
te1m on the council she chaired the 
Community Relations and 
Education Committee. 

"Not only is Dani highly quali-

video, available through a link on the 
town website, or from the Leverett 
fire depaitment's home page. He said 
many residents may not realize that 
more and more of the work the 
depa1tment handles lies in respond
ing to residents' medical calls. "It's 
not all fighting fires, by any means," 
d'Enico said. 

Residents interested in getting 
involved with the depaitment are 
encouraged to call Chief Moruzzi at 
(413) 548-9225. 

On Monday, Jan. 7, the select
board met jointly with the school 
connnittee to continue discussions 
about moving the custodial line item 
for janitors at the elementary school 
to the town side of the budget, since 
the selectboard hopes to reorganize 
all town custodial work under the 
supervision of a soon to be hired 
building maintenance supervisor. 

"We're assuring thelll, as fai· as 
the custodial staff assignments ai1d 
what needs to be done, we're not 
going to micromanage," said 
d'Etrico. But he said three buildings 
housing the highway department, 
police and school, shai·e utilities like 
water and septic systems, and the 
operation of the public water supply 
requires special training and licens
ing. 

Meanwhile, the library's geo-ther
mal heating and cooling system also 
needs a special skill set to trou
bleshoot and maintain. "These skills 
are more than just janito1ial," said 
d'Etrico. "We need someone who 
can handle that." 

h1 other news, d'Enico said the 
broadband c01mnittee has prepai·ed 
bid packages this week for prospec
tive contractors interested in the 
build-out and first yeai· maintenance 
of the town's planned $3.6 million 
fiberoptic intemet access network. 
D'Enico said the build-out will wait, 
approximately eight months, for 
Ve1izon and Westem Mass Electiic 
Company to complete "make ready" 
work on their utility poles in town, 
before the winning bidder can begin 
the work of stiinging "last-mile" 

fied," said Laurel Guy, board presi
dent, "she is outgoing, energetic and 
passionate about BBBS, and has a 
strong connection to our communi
ty." 

"I look forward to talking to 
folks in Franklin County and the 
No1th Quabbin region about how 
we can bring mentoring programs to 
the forefront," she said. 

BBBS of Franklin County serves 
150 children a year. 

For more information about the 
organization visit www.bbbs-fc.org. 

fiberoptic cable to residents' doors. 
The project is intended to be 
financed through a hike in prope1ty 
taxes, which the selectboard believes 
will be more than offset by a drop in 
monthly provider fees for telephone, 
cable, and intemet access. The select
board is also seeking other funding 
and financing possibilities to help 
defray the cost of the ambitious proj
ect. D'EI1ico said there has been no 
change in the project's ballpai·k com
pletion date of 2014. 

Finally, the boai·d has inst111cted 
the town treasurer to pay outstanding 
bills associated with the town's 
shai·ed cost of health benefits for 
Union 28 retirees, "once the last i has 
been dotted and the last t crossed," 
said d'EI1ico. 

Newly enacted special legislation 
will allow each town in the the Union 
28 superintendency union to pay 
retiree and employee health benefits 
at a level equal to the level of bene
fits they afford for their own town 
employees, in depaiture from past 
practice which let the lead town in 
the union to set the benefit levels for 
the other four towns. 

In recent yeai·s, the lead town has 
been Etving, which affords a more 
generous package of benefits for its 
employees than the other member 
towns, leading to the ran
corous dispute. II 

"Mostly Drawing and Painting" 
Adult Art Classes will be offered at 
the Wendell Library starting 
Sunday, Jan. 20, from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. The series will nm eve1y 
Stmday through the end of Ap1il. 
There is a $3 to $5 suggested dona
tion per session. 

Each session will be facilitated 
by different local a1tists and a1t 
teachers sharing various techniques 
and concepts. This is a hai1ds-on 
class open to adults of all levels of 
a1tistic experience. Teenagers who 
can handle adult level classes are 
also welcome to attend. 111e first 
three sessions will be led by Sally 
Alley Muffin Stuffin, who will 
teach Touch Drawing. 

Space is limited. To register for 
the first three drawing sessions, call 
(978) 544-3559. 

Touch Drawing is a versatile 
approach to a1t that allows expres
sion to flow directly through your 
hands to the paper. The richness of 

GILL from page 9 
process is a "once-in-a-generation 
event" according to Purington. 
Now is the time to raise issues 
ranging from riverbank stabiliza
tion to the protection of species in 
the river habitat. There will be a 
joint meeting of the Gill select
board and Conservation 
Colillnission in the near future to 
discuss town concerns. First Light 
is licensed by the Federal Energy 
Regulato1y Commission, popular
ly known as the FERC. 

In other action, the board dis
cussed an email encouraging the 
town to consider purchasing a 
hybrid (electric/gas) police cruiser 
the next time a new cruiser pur
chase is made. Members were 
notified that an agreement with 
the Hampshire Council of 
Governments to participate in 
joint electi·icity purchasing was 

the medium and the ease and spon
taneity of the technique is immedi
ately rewarding for both experi
enced aitists and those who have 
never attempted art in their lives. 

While often used as a healing ait 
or a visual joumal of inner explo
ration, Touch Drawing's power, 
subtlety and lyiical nature make it a 
great tool for any and all art. Touch 
Drawing was developed by 
Deborah Koff-Chapin, who holds 
workshops around the world. You 
can check out her website at 
www.touchdrawing.com. 

Sally Stuffin is an a1tist, pup
peteer, and also the Swift River 
Elementa1y School Art teacher pro
viding a world class art education to 
Wendell and New Salem youth. She 
is a longtime resident of Wendell. 

Interested artists and a1t teachers 
may apply for a teaching spot in the 
series. Contact Rosie Heidkamp, 
Wendell Librarian, at (978) 544-
3559 or at rheidkam@cwmars.org. 

ready to be signed. The board was 
informed of an annual assessment 
of $700 from the regional dog 
kennel in Montague. 

On the other side of the ledger, 
it was ant1otmced that Gill would 
receive $1,692.73 from the 
Quintus Allen trust fund. This 
money is generally appropriated 
by town meeting to the Gill 
Elementary School. Quintus 
Allen, who died in 1884, was one 
of the original trustees of the 
Greenfield Savings Bank. His 
trust fund gives money to several 
local towns for educational pur
poses. 

The board was apprised of 
upcoming meetings of the Route 2 
Task Force and the Mohawk Trail 
Historic Preservation Project, 
both on Jan. 16. The next meeting 
of the selectboard will be 
on Jan. 30, at 4:30 pm. II 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM UE Gill POLICE LOG 
Car Versus Deer 

vehicle in area of the old 
Bridge abutment. Checked 
out OK. 

Northfield. 
5:20 p.m. Assisted 
Bernardston police with 
arrest. Sunday, I/6 

10:IS a.m. Resident on 
Center Road reported proper
ty damage overnight; Under 
investigation. 
II :25 a.m. Resident from 
North Cross Road will be 
criminally complained to 
court for leaving the scene of 
a property-damage accident. 
3:00 p.m. Child in need of 
services report filed, on 
French King Highway. 
5:10 p.m. Harassment com
plaint order issued, for resi
dent on Wal.nut Street. 
7:15 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
police with a domestic situa-

tion, involving a gun. 
Monday, 1/7 
7:50 a.m. Medical assist at 
Meadow Street, resident 

transported. 
3: IS p.m. Reported illegal 
dumping located on 
Riverview Drive. Investigated 
same. 
Tuesda.y, 1/8 
5:10 a.m. Welfare check on 
North Cross Road resident 
following an accident. 
9:20 a.m. Contacted. Dean of 

Students at Franklin Tech 
regarding a sex offender living 
in Gill. 
1:40 p.m. Suspicious motor 

5:40 p.m. Medical Assist on 
Walnut Street. Resident trans
ported. 
6:15 p.m. Suspicous activity 
in Factory Hollow construc
tion site. Under investigation. 
7:43 p.m. Car-versus-deer 
accident on West Gill Road. 
Wcc:lnesday, 1/9 
7: I 5 p.m. Burglar alarm at 
Blake Hall, Northfield Mount 
Hermon Campus. 
7:35 p.m. White van operat
ing erratically on Route 2 
westbound. Operator checked 
out OK. 
10:30 a.m. Court process 
issued to party from 

Thursday. I/IO 
3:30 p.m. Elder at Risk 
paperwork filed for subject on 
Bickford Road. 
Friday, I/II 
6:14 p.m. Fire Alarm at 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
Can1pus. 
9:15 p.m. Noise complaint on 
Walnut Street. 
Sunday, 1/13 
II:30 p.m. Restraining Order 
issued to subject on Main 
Road. 
8:20 p.m. Responded to busi
ness on Main Road. for suici
dal person. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai .~--~ 413-774,5517 
fi!!I' 335 High Street, Greenfield 

greenfield imported ca rs.com (sales} 
~ GICP.com (parts: 774-2819)~ 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CR$, e-PRO, GR/, SF1eS, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: l413) 83~-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: l413J 863-9166 
Home Fax.: j413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEs1ate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing SpeciaList • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ~- Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM jk 
Wendell, MA ..; YF 

Serulng Nampslllre And Franklin Counlie§ ""\· 'I>.(~~ 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Ai.rsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Qissance lii:uders 

B1yan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

~alitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfiwug1it 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ione's 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & 
Gooo TiMres 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. -~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Johnny Bean Brook Band. 
Benefit show for the 
Mentorship Program for 
Musicians. 7 p.m, $ 

(date tbd) the talk will continue with a 
viewing of various outcrops. 7 p.m., 
free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Sidestreet Band, rock/blues, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

Turners Falls MA 01376. Include a non
refundable fee of $10 (check to Nina's 
Nook or PayPal to naban@verizon.net) 
by Jan 20, 2013. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Ladies in Jazz, with 
Samirah Evans, vocals, and 
e/izabeth!, vocals and trom
bone. 8:30 p.m, $ 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: 
JACK couGHUN 1LLusrRATioN The Wildcat O'Halloran 

Band, guitar based blues, 9 
to 11:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Carolyn 
Walker, singer-songwriter. 9 p.m., free. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 

Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Discovery Hour, for children ages 
3 to 6 and their parents. This month's 
topic is bears. 10 to 11 :30 a.m., free. 

CALL for PHOTO SUBMISSIONS 

Four Seasons on the Leverett Trails. 
March and April exhibit at the Leverett 
Library. Sponsored by the Leverett 
Trails Committee. See www.rat
tlesnakeguttertrust.org/trails/photo
exhibit/ for more information. Deadline 
February 15. 

ALL THE TIME: ART SHOWS: 

EVERY SUNDAY NOW through JANUARY 29 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Celtic Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer, dance party, with DJ Funkadelic Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Kristen 
Fern. 9:30 p.m., $ Graves, folk, indie, pop. 8 p.m. 

session, 10:30 a.m. Falls: Paintings by Christine Winship. 

EVERY TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2 through MARCH 31 

The Millers Falls Library Club: Free Nina's Nook, Avenue A, Turners Falls: 
after school program. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Sensua/>Sexual>Smut. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: LOCAL EVENTS: 
Free Texas Hold 'em Poker tournament, 
with cash prizes. THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Turn It Loose, classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Miidwinter 
dance party with Planet Zydeco, zyde
co, and the Roland LaPierre Band, 
roots rock. 6 p.m., $ 

EVERY WEDNESDAY Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Sh d J 8 fr Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Inaugural 

ave azz. p.m., ee. D U C kt . P d B 7 ress- p oc at/ arty an all. Carnegie Library: Children and their 
families are invited to come enjoy sto
ries, crafts, music, activities and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

Winterland, Greenfield: TNT Karaoke, 9 
p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 p.m to 
midnight. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll and Laurie 
Davidson. Children and their caregivers 
are invited. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 

Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 

Deja Brew Pub, 
Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault & Friends, 
acoustic rock, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 

Mocha Maya's, 
Shelburne Falls: Katie 
Sachs, folk, jazz, indie 
rock, and Dave 
Dersham, americana, 
folk rock. 7:30 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, 
Greenfield: Annie and 
the Bee Keepers, 
folk/americana, with 
Here Come the Foxes, 
ambient/folk. 8 p.m., $ 

p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Casey 
Williams art opening, 8 p.m., followed 
by Danceteria with DJ JustJoan. Free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Hobson's 
Razor, rock, reggae & funk, 9 to 11 :30 
p.m. 

SATURDA~JANUARY26 

Greenfield Savings Bank, Turners 
Falls: Music to Your Ears with Ken and 
Corki, pop, ballads, folk. 10 a.m. to 

noon, free. 

Montague Grange: Gender 
' Role Free Contra Dance. 

Please bring soft-soled non
street shoes to protect the 
wooden dance floor. 7 to 10 
p.m. $. 

Athol Town Hall: Film 
screening, Wild Things of the 
North Quabbin. Hank 
Cramer's film, shot over 5 

• years, features over 25 
, species in their natural habi

tat. Includes presentation by 
Mount Grace and a chance 
to meet animals rehabilitat
ing with Medicine Mammals. 
7 to 8:30 p.m., free. 

Open Mic with Dan, Kip, and Schultzy 
from Curly Fingers Dupree Band. 8:30 
to 11 :30 p.m. Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

Deja Brew Pub, 
Wendell: Josh Levangie 
& the Mud, Blood & 
Beer Band, country and 
rock, 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Planet Zydeco's accordion-driven Cajun dance boogie 
sets off a mid-winter dance parry at the Arts Block Cafe 
in Greenfield this Sunday. Two sets each from PZ and the 
roots-rocking Roland LaPierre Band. Showtime 6 p.m. 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Old 
Town Hall, Wendell: Paul 
Richmond, Karen 
Montanaro, Jack Golden, 
and Jackie Reifer, spoken 
word, dance, theater, come

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. SATURDAY, JANUARY 19 

Greenfield Savings Bank, Turners 
Falls: Bingo at GSB! Melanie Johnson, 
caller. Call for reservations: 863-4316. 
Light refreshments. 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
free. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague Center: 
Dead of Winter Film Series, Edward 
Scissorhands (1990, dir. Tim Burton). 7 
p.m., free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: John 
Sheldon, up close & personal, 8 to 10 
p.m. 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: Live 
from the Metropolitan Opera in HD - MONDAY, JANUARY 21 
Donizetti's Maria Stuarda. 12:55 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Belle 
Amie, pop rock. Benefit for Heath 
Elementary School 6th grade trip to 
Nature's Classroom. 3 p.m. 

Montague Grange: Film, If I Had Wings 
To Fly (Kazoo Films). First regional 
screening of this award-winning, inde
pendent 2012 documentary that looks 
at old-time music, dance and story
telling in rural Western North Carolina, 
and the joys and sorrows of being 
young and directionless anywhere. 
Square dance to follow. 7 p.m., $ 

Greenfield Community College: Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration. 
Crafts, games, service projects, read
ings, and screenings, gospel music, 
pizza. Family-appropriate. Registration 
9:30 to 10 a.m. in lobby, activities until 1 
p.m. Free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 8 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 

Leverett Town Hall: Geological History 
of Leverett. Sheila Seamon and Mike 
Williams will present; later in the spring 

dy and music. Open mic at 7:30, show 
at 8 p.m. Refreshments available. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Jim 
Gilmour, singer/songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Roosters, classic rock dance music by 
Bruce Scofield & Mark Feller, 9 to 11 :30 
p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Psycho Magnetic, classic rock. 9:30 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: And The 
Traveller, indie. 9:30 p.m., free. 

CALL for ART SUBMISSIONS 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: "Triple S: 
Sensual> Sexual> Smur show in 
February 2013. Artists may submit up to 
three works for consideration. Email 
jpegs to naban@verizon.net, with 
"SSS" in the subject line, OR mail jpegs 
on disc to Nina's Nook, 125AAvenue A, 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

r1J .. }\ r :t 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

l'een Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2 :30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

.For informari.on: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Draft 
Beer Fine Wine 

Thunday, 1/17 8 to 10 p.m. 
Tomm)' Filiault & friends, acoustic 

Frid"y, 1/18 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
]osli Lenmgie & band, counti-y/rock 

Saturdfty, 1/19 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Wildcat O'Hallorn11 Band, blues 
Sundfty, 1/20 8 to 10 p.m. 

Jolin Slieldon, up dose & pei-sonal 

978-544-BREW 
57 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country, Stw-e 

www.DcjoBrewPub.com 
-~fiTrutEf:rr)~Jile 

e~llS 
PATS 

SUNDAY 6:30 

THURS 1117 8pm FREE 
HALF SHAVED JAZZ 

FRI 1118 9:30pm $5 
The Suitcase Junket 

Bella's Bartek 
Tito Ramsey 

SAT 1/19 9:00pm FREE 
ROCKIT QUEER! 

(w. OJ Funkadelic Fern} 

SUN 1/20 All DAY 
Patriots andpatriots 

Big Game / Prez Inauguration 

festivities on the BIG SCREEN! 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS Flll.S. Ml 
REIDEIVOUSTNl,COM 
TEL:4 I 3-B,3-2666 

0.::.. ;,.;., Brian R. San Soucie ~ ('ina 'S Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

Greenfteld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
MEMBER FDIC 

MEMBERSIF 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

• EASTERN 

• Sp~,1;:!';~!.~!~! I!9.~." 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACK/VVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON.NET 

~ Locksmith - CRL 
Servrng Ille Ateo for over 25 yea,, Certified• Bonded• 11,sut,•r/ 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 

28 Momague s,,.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets Bvvper 290-1162 

863-2471 • We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed fax 863-8022 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

:Nooft 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat: 1 -6 
sun.: 1 -4 
Holiday hours 'til xmas 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

«!RSATIVS NAIR«!UIIING 
PSRMC a. «!OlOU 

Mert,, Wo1ne1t a. ~hll4Nft 

~~~~'S ~-CR-_JAn-~-~ 

Gift eetfifieate.s Available 
8'65-2022 

Matt• t!aatln• 74 Pl'IOePSt!T eT. 
Rlebat«I blGeotg• (Thursdays) TtllRNSM FAlU 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 413-714-3500 • green{leld@copycorprintshop.com 

" 
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Abraham Lincoln, 1864, left; Daniel Dqy-Lewis., right 

LINCOLN from page 1 written by Tony Kushner, New York Times that 

insists on volunteering for 
the mass slaughter that is the 
end of the Civil War. Lincoln 
seems incapable of engaging 
in any sort of discussion 
without first telling a folksy 
joke about the Illinois fron
tier. This drives Secreta1y of 
War Edwin Stanton, who 
blows his stack at a cabinet 
meeting, to distraction. 
Lincoln meets in an attic with 
several classic mid-19th-cen
tury scoundrels, who look as 
if they had emerged from a 
Charles Dickens novel, to 
plot payoffs to wavering 
Congressmen. 

The attention to detail, 
from the views of the politi
cal factions in CongJess, to 
the look and feel of a 
Washington DC parade, to 
Confederate leader 
Alexander Stephens' bad hair 
(we have the picture) is 
impressive. 

Films like this always cre
ate a great deal of controver
sy within the historical pro
fession on the subject of 
accuracy. The screenplay, 

ce1tainly takes some liberties "Lincoln exaggerates the role 
with reality in order to create of white political leaders and 
a compelling nanative. For virtually ignores the actions 
example, the opening scene of black slaves themselves in 
shows two white soldiers ending slave1y. 
attempting to impress "Emancipation - like all 
Lincoln with a rendition of far-reaching political change 
the Gettysburg Address. - resulted from events at all 
They can't remember the levels of society, including 
ending, at which point an the effo1ts of social move
African-American soldier ments to change public senti
appears to finish the speech. ment and of slaves them
While the scene is ve1y sym- selves to acquire freedom ... 
bolic and moving, it is rather Even as the House debated, 
unlikely. The Address, which Sherman's a1my was march
only over time achieved its ing into South Carolina, and 
iconic status as one of the slaves were sacking planta
great statements of American tion homes and seizing land. 
political ideals, would prob- Slavery died on the ground, 
ably not have been well not just in the White House 
known to northern troops and the House of 
during the war itself. Representatives. That would 

Thus there is plenty of be a dramatic sto1y for 
Hollywood in Lincoln, but Hollywood." (New York 
most historians find this level TI.mes, Nov. 26, 2012) 
of creative disto1tion tolera- In my view, Foner has a 
ble. A more substantive - and point - the film could have 
probably widely shared - done more to po1tray the 
criticism comes from Eric social context without under
Foner of Columbia mining the narrative. But 
University, a highly influen- let's not cany this complaint 
tial historian of the era. Foner too far. This is a movie about 
complained in a letter to The the politics of the passage of 

Thaddeus Stevens, US Representative from Penn,rylvania, left; Tommy Lee Jones, right 

the Thi1teenth Amendment, 
not about the social histo1y of 
the end of slave1y. It cannot 
be expected to deal with 
eve1y issue. Throwing in var
ious fo1ms of social histo1y 
to be politically conect, 
which I think is what the 
actual result would have 
been, would not do justice to 
the political or social histo1y 
either. And Foner seems 
almost to be attacking the 
virtues of mainstream poli
tics, thus encouraging cyni
cism about political action 
(see below). 

Ironically, Foner has pub
lished one of the most impor
tant books ever written about 
the political origins of the 
Civil War, Free Labor, Free 
Soil, Free Men: The Ideology 
of the Republican Party 
before the Civil War (1970, 
1995). For tiue histo1y buffs 

tion to slave1y in causing the 
civil war. I am sure you have 
heard someone say that the 
Civil War was really about 
"economics," not slave1y. In 
my in.ind, Foner shows this is 
a false dichotomy - that eco
nomic interest and opposi
tion to slavery, even moral 
opposition, were not mutual
ly inconsistent. He also 
shows that the Republicans 
were a broad coalition that 
opposed slave1y for different, 
somewhat contradictory, rea
sons. 

My main point is this -
Foner's pioneering study 
contains almost no discus
sion of blacks m1der slave1y, 
free blacks in the north, or 
even northern white fa1mers 
and workers to whom "free 
labor" ideas appealed. 
Perhaps this is a weakness, as 
Foner's more recent intro-

interest. As does Lincoln. 
History teachers often tty 

to justify their subject by 
telling students that we learn 
about the past in order to 
understand the present. I tend 
to disagree with this, in part 
because historians are so 
drawn to what is unique and 
even irrelevant about the 
past. We enter an unfalniliar 
culture with different social 
norms, political structures, 
and language uses. We tty to 
understand the culture "on its 
own te1ms," not ours. It is 
almost a fo1m of escapism, 
which is why we enjoy hang
ing out in musty archives and 
libraries. The attention to the 
uniqueness of the past is one 
of the things that makes 
Lincoln a strong movie. 

Inevitably, interpretations 
of histo1y are influenced by 
the present, and Lincoln is no 

Alexander Hamilton Stephens, Coefederate Vice President, left; Jackie Earle Hairy, right 

this is a must-read. It is on 
my top ten list of most influ
ential books on American 
Histo1y and, quite frankly, 
one of the reasons I decided 
to become a historian. 

Foner's study is a 
detailed, tough, but brilliant 
academic analysis of the 
ideas of political anti-slav
e1yites like Lincoln. Most 
impo1tantly, it clearly 
resolves in my mind the 
important debate over the 
relationship between "eco
nomics" and moral opposi-

duction suggests. But that is 
not the book he chose to 
write, and that's OK. 
Furthermore, Free Labor 
always appealed to me as a 
political activist. It is a book 
about the relationship 
between economics and 
moral ideas, as well as the 
political complexities and 
contradictions that produce 
social change. It blows away, 
in my mind, the cynical view 
that high (and even low) 
ideals in the political culture 
are just masks for economic 

exception. This movie is the 
story of the high ideals and 
sti·ong leadership needed to 
make big changes (what 
could be bigger than the end 
of slaveiy?). But it is also 
about the need to sometimes 
put those ideals aside to build 
coalitions to get things done. 
It is about compro1nise and 
even com1ption. Lincoln is in 
fact a militant defense of pol
itics - the good, the bad, and 
often the very ugly. 
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