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State Fire Marshal Orders 
Strathmore Mill Secured 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

TURNERS FALLS - The cryp
tic item on the Montague select
board's January 9 agenda simply 
read "Strathmore update." 

Earlier in the meeting, town 
planner Walter Ramsey had already 
discussed a proposal to tear down 
seven buildings and a loading dock 
at the town-owned fo1mer paper 
mill. (See Montague selectboard 
notes, Page A6.) 

But there was more bad news for 
the complex. 

Selectboard chair Rich Kukle
wicz opened the discussion by not
ing that he had met the previous 
Thursday with the town adminis
trator, building inspector, state fire 
marshal, and Turners Falls fire chief 
John Zellman. 

"There was an issue at Rail
: road ... uh, Strathmore, a few 
c weeks ago, where there was a 
' breach of the sprinkler pipe/' 

Kuklewicz said. "A substantial 

see MILL page AS 

The tot/Ill of Montague is considering demolishing a portion of the deteriorating mill 
complex, and 111as asked on Monday l?J the fire chief to better secure the premises. 

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

School Budget Season Opens: 
Seven Jobs on Chopping Block 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS-Gill-Mon
tague superintendent Michael Sul
livan presented the regional school 
committee a prelimina1y budget 
for the 2017-2018 school year 
Tuesday night that would eliminate 
four educator and three paraprofes
sional positions in an effort to cap 
the district's budget growth at 1.5% 
over the cmTent year. 

Sullivan did not specify where the 
administration envisioned cutting 
the positions, beyond that two of the 
teachers would be seconda1y level 
and two elementaiy level. He did 
respond to concerns raised by Chris
tina Postera about classroom size at 
Sheffield Elementary by noting that 
the proposed cuts do not include 
classroom teachers at that school. 

GILL SELECTBOARD 

The working budget - which is 
likely to change during the next four 
months, as many variables, includ
ing assessments to the towns of Gill 
and Montague, are yet to be deter
mined - would also shave hours off 
administrative positions, cut spend
ing on textbooks and professional 
development, and defer plalllled 
maintenance at the high school and 
the purchase of replacement laptops 
for some teachers. 

It also would not allocate any 
funds toward a school police officer 
at the high school, a proposal the 
towns have been discussing with 
the Montague Police Depa1tment. 
According to Sullivan, at a Januaiy 
4 meeting with the Montague fi
nance committee, police chief Chip 
Dodge indicated that he did not 

see GMRSD page A4 

Towns Consider Cost of 
Hiring School Police Officer 
By KENT ALEXANDER 

At its Monday night meeting, the 
Gill select.board discussed apropos
al to hire a school police officer for 
the Gill-Montague Regional School 
District. Town administrative assis
tant Ray PUI'ington gave a recap of 
a Januaiy 4 meeting in Montague 
about the pros and cons of hiI'ing 
such an officer, known as a school 
resource officer, or SRO. 

Purington repo1ted that the dis
cussion, which iI1cluded represen
tatives of the dist11ct administra
tion and school committee, the two 
towns' finance committees and se
lectboai·ds, and the Montague po
lice department, focused on school 
resource planning and on respons
es to incidents of school violence 
across the nation. 

He said that those in attendance 
appeared divided as to whether the 
district needs an SRO, and that 

school supe1111tendent Michael 
Sullivan announced that, since no 
one was willing to pay for the posi
tion, there would have to be sizable 
budget cuts to pay for this new job 
should it be created. 

Purington said that it appeared to 
hiin that the disti'ict was not "press
iI1g" for an SRO since many did not 
see the need for such a position. 

Select.board member Greg 
Snedeker asked if each school 
would have its own SRO, ai1d 
chair John Ward replied that there 
would be only one SRO for the 
entire dist11ct. 

Member Randy Crochier added 
that he had a huge problem with 
the removal of a teacher from 
a classroom in order to pay for 
such an officer, "dressed in a polo 
shi1t and khakis," as desc11bed by 
Montague police chief Charles 
"Chip" Dodge. 

see GILL page A? 

A MIDWINTER MEAL 

ANNE BAKER PHOTO 

"171 have a gray goose, on ice'~· Anne Baker of Gill took this remarkable photograph of an adult bald eagle feeding on 
a Canada goose carcass on the frozen river ice at Barton Cove last week. ''I like to go out and watch birds, "Anne, who 
took the pictures from Riverside, told the Repo1ter. ''I came upon it after it had already killed [the goose] - there was 

noboc!J el.re around. It looked like it had just happened." For more of Anne} pictures of this eagle, see page A6. 

Hydrogeologist, Geographer to Towns: 
It's Time to Learn to Love the Floods 

Researchers Christine Hatch and Eve Vogel stuc!J watershed maps. 

By KAREN MILLER 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - "We 
get so used to" our road and river 
systems, says UMass hydrogeolo
gist Clu'istine Hatch. She's look
ing at an oversized wall map of the 
Deerfield River, and talking about 

Hun'icane Irene. "We think, well, 
the 1-iver's just always there. But it 
isn't." Rivers move on ve1y long 
time scales, she says. "It's not easy 
to remember that 1-ivers are moving, 
living, evolving things." 

When Hurricane Irene lumbered 
through western Massachusetts in 

2011, it desti·oyed crops, flooded 
houses, damaged bridges. In Green
field, the Water Pollution Conti·ol 
Facility was forced offiine. The 
town of Hawley was cut off. Route 
2 was closed. 

Irene was one of the costliest 
ti·opical sto1ms in the past three de
cades, and, in our wamling world, 
such weather is predicted to happen 
more frequently. But though such 
storms may be inevitable, the haim 
they cause is not. 

Through a project called "River
Smart," Dr. Hatch and UMass geog
rapher Dr. Eve Vogel are developing 
ways to mitigate the damage from 
extreme sto1ms. 

In western Massachusetts, Vogel 
explains, hurricane damage usually 
comes from wind. But with Irene, 
the damage was mostly caused by 
flooding, and by the ove1whelm
ing amount of deb11s carried by the 
swollen 1-ivers. When Irene came, 
"the soils were [already] saturated, 

see FLOODS page A? 

Subscribe to the Montague Reporter! 
FRANKLIN COUNTY - As we all tip slowly over the 

edge of a waterfall of social media bubbles, click bait, innu
endo, trolls, spies, freelancers, dupes, hackers, flacks, talk
ing heads, media mergers, bots, wo1ms, zombies, bot.nets, 
intentional distractions, false flags, fake false flags, leaks, 
explainers, content faims, conflict actors, viral marketing, 
tweets, subtweets, tweetsto1ms, livesti·eams, memes, fake 
news, heai·say, vitriol, propaganda, callouts, doxxing and 
flamewars, reach for something you know is tiue and hon
est and right ai·ound the comer. 

The Montague Reporter may not always get it 1-ight the 
first time, but we sure do tty! And we ai·e only as sti·ong as our 
loyal base oflocal subscribers. Help us grow - we're keeping 
up with the printing and overhead, so every exti·a dollar we get 
is invested in developing better localjoumalism. 

If you do subscribe, consider giving a year or half-year gift 
to a neighbor, friend or coworker. If you don't yet, check out 
our ve1y affordable rates. Weekly home delive1y is available to 
most homes in our coverage towns of Montague, Gill, Etving, 
Wendell and Leverett. See page A2 for more details. 

That right there is one year} 11101th of total!J local total!J 
independent, nonprofit, irrational!) hard-working news, 

history, culture and opinion. Make the investment! 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

America Cannot Afford 
Trump's Nuclear Arms Race 
By JIM MCGOVERN 
and DR. IRA HELFAND 

America is home to one of the 
world's two most powerful nucle
ar arsenals. With President-elect 
Tmmp's reckless tweet calling for 
the U.S. to "expand its nuclear cap
ability," he has put the world on 
edge. This came just hours after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
called for Russia to strengthen its 
nuclear arsenal. 

Donald Tiump is not even in 
the White House and he is already 
threatening to upend decades of 
U.S. nuclear policy and plunge us 
back into the dangerous rums race 
that led to the Cold Wai·. 

Both Republican and Demo
cratic security expeits have de
scribed Donald Tmmp as lacking 
the temperament to command our 
nuclear arsenal. And we are al
ready seeing why. 

Once Donald Tmmp is Presi
dent, he will have absolute au
thority to initiate nuclear war with 
no legal check on this power. We 
can only hope his impulsive tend
encies displayed on the crun
paign trail, and since the election, 
are not an indication of how Mr. 
Tmmp will govern. 

It is cleru·, however, that our 
long-teim response must be a 
transformational change in U.S. 
nuclear policy. 

For decades, the U.S. has ru·gued 
that even a few nucleru· weapons in 
the hands of rogue nations would 
pose an unacceptable risk, but "re
sponsible" states like the U.S. hav
ing these weapons is acceptable. 

By transfening thousands of 
nuclear weapons to the control of a 
leader who appears temperament
ally unsuited to command them, the 
U.S. has proven how fundamentally 
flawed that policy is. 

Many in the medical and scien
tific community have long argued 
there are no "right hands" with 
nuclear weapons. A large-scale use 
of nucleru· weapons will kill most 
of the human race. Recent studies 
have shown that even a veiy limit
ed micleru· war, involving less than 
0.5 percent of the world's nuclear 
arsenal, would cause worldwide 
climate dismption and precipitate a 
global famine that could put some 
two billion people at risk. No in
dividual should ever possess such 
destmctive power. 

Opponents claim some lead
ers can be trusted with this ter-
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rible power, but they assumed we 
would always elect leaders who 
understand the grave responsibil
ity that comes with it. The election 
of Donald Tiump, in tandem with 
Vladimir Putin holding power in 
Russia, has shown how shoitsight
ed that assumption is. With vast 
nucleararsenalsinthecontrolofsuch 
leaders, we must finally acknow
ledge that no risk is acceptable when 
it comes to nuclear weapons. Our 
nuclear policy must be an urgent 
quest to eliminate these weapons. 

Working together with the cur
rent nuclear states to move towru·d a 
nuclear-free world will not be easy, 
but it is both possible and essential 
to a safe and prosperous foture. 

Each nucleru· state has their rea
sons for thinking these arsenals 
are necessaiy to protecting their 
national security and place on the 
world stage. 

Tnunp claims an aggressive 
nuclear policy is justified until the 
world "comes to its senses," but it 
already has. There is a growing con
sensus in suppoit of nuclear aims 
reduction and as our next president, 
he must answer that call. 

First, the United States must 
make a fundamental decision to 
seek the national security that can 
only come from a nucleru·-free 
world. This would lay the founda
tion for the real progress needed. 
The U.S. must begin by abandon
ing its intention to spend $ I trillion 
over the next 30 years to enhance 
its nucleru· ru-senal. 

Second, the U.S. must clearly 
commit to never using nuclear 
weapons against non-nuclear nat
ions and never use nuclear weap
ons first. 

Third, the U.S. must work with 
Russia to explore mutual steps to 
allow our two countries to take our 
weapons off hair-trigger alert to 
lessen the danger that they are inad
veitently fired in response to a false 
waining of attack by either side. 

Finally, the U.S. must embrace 
the international movement for a 
treaty to prohibit the possession 
of nucleru· weapons. The United 
Nations voted oveiwhehningly in 
October to commence negotiations 
for such a treaty in 2017. The U.S. 
should join this process and use the 
resulting treaty as leverage to bring 
the other nucleru· nations into ne
gotiations to reduce and eliminate 
their ru-senals, with all the necessaiy 
veii.fication mechanisms in place. 

With eveiy day, President-elect 
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Bill Cowan sports a "beard magnijique" while maintaining the engine of a 2011 school bus at F.M. Kuzmeskus in Gill. 

letters to 
t' 

the Editors 

Reactions to Last TFHS Mascot Forum 
Indigenous Nationhood Move

ment is an organization in Canada 
and the United States that is rooted in 
empoweiing Native American, Fil-st 
Nations, Inuit and Metis Peoples and 
in educating the general public about 
indigenous issues, one of which is 
the use of racially based mascots. 

In the most recent fomm iii Tmn
ers Falls regarding the Tmners Falls 
Indian Mascot, there were several 
iI1stances we would like to address. 

First and foremost is Chief of Po
lice Chip Dodge and his comment, 
"You may not see it that way be
cause maybe you don't feel the way 
the hue Indians do, Tmners Indians. 

Tmmp demonsh·ates the danger of 
an unthinking approach to foreign 
policy. We join Republicans and 
Democrats in hoping this rheto
ric from Tiump does not signify a 
return to an outdated approach to 
nuclear weapons. 

Now more tl1an ever, the U.S. 
must work with world leadei-s to re
duce tl1e cmrent nucleru· stockpiles 
and pave the way to a nucleru·-free 
world. We have the opportmlity to 
leave our children a more secure 
foture. We cannot afford to plm1ge 
tl1e U.S. back into a dru1gerous 
aims race and new Cold Wai·. 

US. Congressman Jim McGov
ern represents the 2nd Congression
al District of Massachusetts. 

Dr. Ira He/fond is a Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient and the 
co-president of International 
Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

We grew up in the school, we played 
spoits, it's a prut of our growiI1g up, 
it's a part of our heritage." 

Chief Dodge's comment ex
emplifies why indigenous people 
do not feel comfortable or safe in 
the area of Tmners Falls. We are 
not real to him, we ru·e not "hue" 
Indians because we are not pait of 
the stereotypical fantasy that racial 
mascots infose commmlities with. 

I'm sme this is difficult to hear. 
I'm sure it makes many of you an
gry. Perhaps you should consider 
how it makes actual Native people 
feel? Being erased and replaced 
with a caricature of indigeneity? 

Sony Chief, you have no idea 
what it is to be iI1dian, you have no 
idea what our values encompass be
cause if you did you would never 
have made such an insensitive and 
airngant comment. Your pro-mas
cot cohoits should have called you 
out on such an embanassiI1g state
ment if they actually respected us. 
Their position is obvious. 

With all due respect to Mr. La
Roche, you mention that you had a 
cousin who did your genealogy. You 
stated that on your Grandmother's 
side that you are Iroquois. 

Iroquois is not a Nation, but a 
confederacy. That would be akin to 
saying that you have eastern Euro
pean or ScandiI1avian anceshy. It 
does not make you a native of any 
counhy in those regions. If you 
went to one of those counh'ies and 
tried to get in without a passport 
you would be denied access. 

It works the same way in Indian 
Com1t1y. We are sovereign. You 

can't declare yourself Indian. It 
doesn't work that way. Sony. 

HaviI1g possible anceshy that 
you have no ties to doesn't give you 
decision-making powers when it 
comes to our culture, how we ru·e 
poitrayed, and how the domiI1ant 
culture chooses to use or abuse us. 

Filially, Professor Singleton. As 
a member of the dominant culture 
- who you yourself state knew little 
about iI1digenous histoiy, I am not 
sure why you feel you have exper
tise as to how we are to be porh·ayed 
by the domiI1ant culture. 

You yourself stated that the 
use of mascots came out of a time 
when we were equated as less than 
humans. We are more than just a 
logo that people weru· on people's 
t-shiits. We are living breatlling 
cultures. 

I am not sure why we should 
be required to address the issue in 
a kind and gentle manner when it 
is not a kind and gentle issue. The 
tmth is difficult sometiines and 
sometiines it hmts to hear it. Not 
eveiyone made such gi·ave analo
gies, not eveiyone used charged 
language, but everyone spoke their 
tmth. 

There were also a nmnber of 
studies shru·ed that show the deh'i
mental effects of racialized mascots 
on children. I cannot imagiI1e that 
anyone would find that at this point 
intentionally damagiI1g children 
would be acceptable. 

David Karbon 
Plainfield 
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z 
o seating. Held at Great Falls Discov-
~ o:: e1y Center on Saturday, Januaiy 21, 
~ sta1ting at 1 p.m. 
.J = 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
~ On Saturday, Janua1y 21 at 12:30 
; pm., women and their allies will 
t3 gather on the Greenfield Town 
~ Common (Comt Square) for a ral-
~ ly in solidarity with the Women's 

March on Washington. Echoing the 
message of the Washington mai·ch, 
local speakers, songs, signs, and 
personal testimony will focus on 
standing together for women's and 
human rights. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Like putting together puzzles? 
Have a collection of used puzzle 
boxes? Looking for a new challeng
ing puzzle? Come and swap with 
other fellow puzzle-masters at the 
Greenfield Savings Bank in Turners 
Falls on Saturday, Januaiy 14, from 
10:30 to 11 :30 am. Make sure there 
are no missing pieces. That's not 
funny! This is a re-scheduled event, 
because of snow. 

The Turners Falls Knights ofCo
lmnbus, Council # 737, held their 
Free Throw shooting Champion
ship on Saturday, Januaiy 7, at the 
Sheffield Elementaiy School Gym. 

district championship which takes 
place on Saturday, Febma1y 11, at 3 
p.m. at the Greenfield YMCA. 

Listening to a Continent Sing: 
Join birdsong expert Donald 
Kroodsma on his ten-week, ten
state bicycle jomney as he travels 
with his son from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, lingering and listening 
to our continent sing as no one has 
before. 

On remote countiy roads, over 
te1rnin vast and spectacular, from 
dawn to dusk and sometimes 
through the night, you will gain a 
deep appreciation for the natural 
symphony of birdsong many of us 
take for granted. Come along and 
maivel at how expressive these 
creatures are as Kroodsma leads 
you west across nearly five thou
sand miles - at a leisurely pace that 
enables a deep listen. 

Intended as a call to action, the 
rally will provide info1mation about 
concrete actions participants can 
take to protect their rights, safety, 
health, and families. At 1 p.m., par
ticipants in the Greenfield rally will 
join individuals and groups across 
the counhy in obse1ving the One 
Minute of Silence for Equality, a 
call for women's equality, women's 
rights, and human rights. 

All are invited to attend the rally, 
and are encouraged to dress wannly 
for an outdoor event, and to bring 
signs that express their vision for 
women's rights and hmnan rights, 
locally, nationally, and globally. 

Seniors (aged 60 and above) are 
invited to join All Out Adventures 

for guided beginner and interme
diate group snowshoeing in the 
Wendell State Forest, or hiking in 
the case of no snow. 

Equipment and instmction pro
vided. There is no fee to paitici
pate in this prograin. Donations 
are gratefully accepted to offset the 
cost of the program. Meets three 
Wednesdays: January 25, Febmaiy 
15 and March 8. Groups leave at 
10 a.m. and noon. 

Gather at the State Forest HQ, 
392 Wendell Road, Millers Falls. 
For more info1mation and sched
ules, see Wl,t/l-V.alloutadventures.org, 
or contact info@alloutadventures. 
org or (413)584-2052. 

If you are donating food to a lo
cal panhy or community meals pro
gram, please do not leave canned or 
janed foods in your vehicle over
night. Those containers will freeze, 
and after defrosting the food will 
spoil. Canned foods' seals will ex
pand and burst, and jars will crack, 
making a real mess in the panhy. 

Do you put calllled or jaITed food 
in your freezer at home? Hope not. 
So don't leave them out in the cold! 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

Madison Limatainen won the 
10-year-old girls' bracket, Kyleigh 
Dobosz won the 11-year-old girls' 
bracket, Allison Kai1del won the 12-
yeai·-old girls, and Haleigh Greene 
was the champion of the 13-year
old girls. Some of the girls' brackets 
had some tough competition going 
on with the event going into over
time and the spectators cheering 
011. 

Dion Brewington-Smith won the 
12-year-old boys' bracket. 

The winners now move on to the 

This slide show presentation is 
supported in pa1t by a grant from 
the Montague Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is suppo1ted by 
the Massachusetts Cultmal Council, 
a state agency, and the Friends of 
the Great Falls Discove1y Center. 

The program is free, and all are 
welcome. Anive eai·ly for good 

GUEST EDITORIAL Repealing the 
Affordable Care Act Puts 

Rural Hospitals at Risk 

Another Letter 
to the Editors 

Open Letter to the Gill
Montague School Committee 

I'm Kathy Webber, Turners Falls 
alumni ('69), resident of TF, and I 
hope that you change the Indian 
logo. 

I feel that we have heai·d from 
the local native Americans (includ
ing our local Nolmnbeka project), 
and we know that an Indian mascot 
does not honor anyone by using a 
stereotype and objectifying their 
race rather than treating them as 
"real American people." 

This issue is not new, not brought 
up by only outsiders, and is not just 
a P.C. Issue, or a School Committee 
personal agenda. 

Since 1968, all 533 Native 
America.ii Tribal Nations voted 
to eliminate Indian mascots for 
spo1ts teams. (National Congress 
of American Indians info1mation.) 
We are just very slow, in the U.S., 
to listen to this minority group. 
I believe it is your job as elected 
officials to make this impo1tant de
cision on behalf of the children in 
our community. Children who will 
learn that our community respects 
the rights of all cultures. Children 
will learn by what they see. 

Currently seeing adults and HS 
students believe that they are ''tme 
Indians" by wearing a logo is not 
teaching anything positive about 
native Americans. We should learn 
to have pride in ourselves, our 
teammates, our school by what we 
accomplish, not by pretending to be 
"India.IlS." 

If anything has been missing in 
this process, I believe it was lack of 
actual discussions that would allow 
back-and-forth conversation be
tween those on both sides. Instead 
it has happened on social media 
and has become a disaster, which I 
don't see getting better until a vote 
is taken. 

I don't know if the divisions will 
heal, but if there is a chance for all 
to work together, I believe it will 
happen in developing a new logo/ 
mascot together. 

If the pro-mascot group wants 
to honor our native people's local 
history, let's find a way to do that. 
Our town has been populated by 
many culturally different European 
immigrants who leained to become 
one community. One example is 
creation of a pai·k with the name of 
"Unity." 

Let's find a way to all become 
united again, this time honoring 
the reconciliation of 2004 between 
our town and native Americans by 
finding a symbol that represents our 
diversity, pride, history but does not 
degrade any one cultural group. 

I do not envy your important 
decision, but I respect your profes
sionalism. 

Thank you again, 

Kathy Webber 
TFHS '69 

Turners Falls 

By ALAN MORGAN 

Plans are being laid in Washing
ton to repeal the Affordable Cai·e 
Act as soon as Donald Tmmp takes 
the presidential oath of office. Hid
den inside the law is a little-known 
provision, unrelated to the health in
surance expansion, that helps rmal 
hospitals across America stay open. 

It's called the 340B dmg discount 
prograin. The ACA made 1,100 m
ral hospitals eligible, and it requires 
diug companies to supply these 
remote providers with discounted 
medications. These discounts can 
be passed along to patients unable 
to afford expensive medications or 
the savings can help fund essential 
medical services for their communi
ties such as emergency rooms and 
labor and delive1y. 

Rural hospitals across the countiy 
face daunting economic challenges. 
Eighty have closed since 2010 and 
673 -- fully one third of mral hos
pitals -- operate at a loss and ai·e at 
risk of closure. These are often the 
only medical facilities for hundi·eds 
of miles in any direction. 

Rural hospitals provide essen
tial, lifesaving local access to health 
care close to home for the 62 mil
lion Americans living in mral and 
remote communities. 

Rural hospitals se1ve vulnerable 
Americans who are older, sicker 
and poorer then their urban counter
parts. These patients are more likely 
to suffer with a chronic disease that 
requires monitoring and follow-up 
care. That makes convenient, local 
access to health providers vital. It 
also reduces the overall cost of cai·e 
and improves patient outcomes and 
quality of life. 

The 340B prograin makes it pos
sible for these hospitals to offer nec
essary se1vices needed in their com
munities. 

Cass Counhy Memorial Hospital 
in Atlantic, IA, uses 340B program 

savings to pay for free medications 
for needy patients, and it helps fund 
the hospital's Behavioral Health 
Unit - one of two critical access 
hospitals in the state that offers psy
chiati·ic se1vices. 

At RiverView Health in 
Crookston, MN, prograin savings 
allow the hospital to recmit 01tho
pedic surgeons, pain management 
and oncology specialists. The fa
cility has also been able to update 
equipment, sta1t an anti-coagulation 
clinic and set up a 24/7 onsite labo
rato1y and CT scan se1vices even 
though patient volmnes don't sup
port them. The hospital is also able 
to offer additional charity care to 
patients in need. 

In Wishek, ND, the Wishek Hos
pital has used its 340B savings to 
help buy a bone density scanner, 
relocated and renovated its physical 
therapy depa1tment for better patient 
access and purchased equipment for 
its cardiac rehab patients. It was also 
able to pay a private doctor to pro
vide se1vices at a local clinic until a 
physician was hired on staff. 

It's important to understand that 
340B is not taxpayer funded. The 
prograin is paid for by dmg compa
nies that can well afford it, particu
lai·ly as medicine prices continue to 
skyrocket. 

As Congress considers repeal
ing the ACA, it is essential that any 
changes in health care law do not 
deny mral hospital eligibility in the 
340B diug discount prograin. Sav
ings from the prograin are critical to 
ensuring mral hospitals are able to 
meet the health cai·e needs of their 
communities in an unce1tain future. 

Rural closures ai·e already hmting 
the most vulnerable patients, and the 
loss of the 340B prograin eligibility 
could further erode timely access to 
lifesaving care. 

Alan Morgan is CEO of the 
National Rural Health Association. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Open Every Day 10 - 6 

gc>OkMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd 
Montague, MA U1351 

Two Available Spaces 

FOR RENT 
578 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 

900 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL STORE FRONT 
800 Sq. Ft. STORAGE SPACE 

Both located in 

Stav 
tuned! 

A3 

\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

Uy OWned Since 191 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-JVIcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

DOWNTOWN TURNERS FALLS! 

Call: 413•559·7345 (978)544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 
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BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of January 15 

Recalling the Sheffield School Fire of 1986 
in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L. D□LE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

afi◊J;. 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Buckland side 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 
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think his depa1tment would be able 
to fund such an officer, either. 

Business director Joanne Blier 
characterized the cmTent school year 
as "overall, a ve1y, ve1y tight year," 
with the largest loss of anticipated 
revenue caused by a lower-than-ex
pected enrollment of students from 
Eiving- a drop from 67 to 55. 

"We need to underspend our 
expenses by about $100,000 to 
break even," she said, out of a to
tal budget of $21,158,097. Fortu
nately, this appears to be offset by 
favorable news in the number of 
students choicing in, and total dis
trict enrollment has held steady at 
exactly 951 students, the same as 
last year. 

Next year, though, looks chal
lenging for the administration. 
Health insurance premiums and 

Buying 
Junk Cars 

Paying$ 75 Each 
Mu5t Have Title 

(413)f>24~6956 
clip and save! 

Great Falls Middle 
School Students 

of the Week 

week ending 1/6/2017: 

Grade 6 
Stephanie Peterson 

Daen Tarr 

Grade 8 
Kate Graves 

TURNERS FALLS - Do you 
remember the Sheffield School fire? 
Where were you when you got the 
news, what was your reaction, what 
did you do next? 

On Monday, January 23 at 5:45 
p.m., the community is invited to 
return to the Sheffield School to 
share their memories and stories. 

The 1987 Sheffield School fire is 
a piece of history that had a signifi
cant impact on many members of 
our community, and getting togeth
er to reminisce about this will be a 
"heartwanning" experience. Thirty 
years later, there are still many un
answered questions from that night. 

Firefighters, teachers and special 
guests will be present. We hope to 
gain a better perspective of how oth
ers experienced this event. Please 
join us to share your stories! 

retiree benefits, out-of-district spe
cial ed placements, and a 1 % cost 
of living adjustment will push ex
penses slowly up, while the con
tinued loss of tuition from Eiving, 
as well as the district's decision to 
draw less from its shrinking pool 
of "excess and deficiency" cash, 
will weaken its revenues. 

Adding up all the depa1tment's 
"serious requests," said Sullivan, 
came to $22,171,788, which would 
mean 4.8% growth over the cur
rent fiscal year. Bringing projected 
growth down to 1.5%, or a total 
of $21,480,647, meant tossing out 
requests for six new positions, in
cluding the school police officer, 
and then carving another $460,000 
out of "really difficult reductions." 

"They are going to definitely im
pact our ability to make improve
ments," Sullivan acknowledged, 
"to be able to do some of the im
po1tant things we'd like to do." 

The school committee took no 
action on the proposed budget, but 
plans to reconvene next Tuesday 
for a special session. 

Mascot Saturation 
The committee also discussed 

its ongoing process to reconsider 
the high school mascot or logo, 
cull'ently the "Indian." In line with 
a process it voted to adopt in the 
fall, the committee has been host
ing a series of educational and "in
qui1y" events, in order to "leam 
stakeholder interests," and plans at 
some point to move on to "develop 
a mascot selection process." 

"I'm getting very saturated with 
infonnation," said Sandy Brown of 
Gill. "I just wondered how much 
more we were going to do." 

"We're open to all proposals," 
chair Michael Langknecht said, in
cluding retaining the Indian. "More 
detail will be available when we 
work on creating the criteria -
there are going to be tests to meet 
across the board for eve1ybody, 
with eve1y mascot. We're going to 
decide what issues, what bench
marks a proposal should meet, but 
nothing's going to be excluded or 

prohibited." 
Still in question is a final "in

quiry" event. Supporters of the 
existing mascot in the community, 
as well as students and school com
mittee members, have expressed a 
desire to hear from Native Ameri
cans who suppo1t retaining the cm
rent symbol, but no willing local 
speakers have been located. 

"I emailed all the New Eng
land-based Native American tribal 
organizations I could find," Sul
livan said, "the ones I was aware 
of across all of southern New Eng
land. And all of their leaders said, 
'We don't know of anyone - we 
don't think you'll find anyone that 
holds that perspective."' 

Speaking during the public com
ment period, alumnus Chris Pinardi 
made several reco1mnendations for 
speakers who could travel to Turn
ers Falls to speak in suppo1t of the 
district's retaining the mascot: at
torney William Brotherton of Dal
las, Texas, a member of the Missis
quoi Abenaki Nation of Vermont; 
Mark Beasley of Phoenix, Arizona, 
a member of the Navajo Nation; M. 
Andre Billeaudeaux ofVirginia; and 
Emlice Davidson, a member of the 
Spirit Lake Sioux ofN01th Dakota. 

Billeaudeaux is the executive 
director, and Davidson the presi
dent, of a group called the Native 
American Guardians Association, 
which specializes in sports mas
cot retention. All four speakers, 
Pinardi said, were willing to speak 
on the subject provided the district 
covers their travel fees. 

During discussion, the commit
tee agreed to research these speak
ers. "We are in no position to de
cide who is a legitimate voice in 
this discussion," said Langknecht. 
"We're liste1ling, and then we're 
going to have to be di.seeming, 
each ofus individually, about what 
we learn from each discussion." 

Montague member Marge Lev
enson said she woll'ied that mov
ing on to developing criteria with
out deciding, first, whether or not 
to change the symbol might give 
community members the impres-

sion that change was a foregone 
conclusion. 'Tm uncomfortable 
with the process," she said. 

"It doesn't say a new mascot," 
said Jane Oakes of Gill. "Some of 
the pro-mascot people have talked 
about tweaking it ... It's all avail
able - any suggestions people have. 
It isn't all new, necessarily." 

"We're getting opinions to un
derstand what's impo1tant to peo
ple," said Langknecht. "Speaking 
for myself, I feel the criteria should 
reflect that.... If we can come up 
with consensus criteria, I think the 
hardest pa1t is done." 

Institutional Memory 
Fo1mer school c01mnittee mem

ber Joyce Phillips also addressed 
the board during public c01mnent 
period, offering clarification about a 
May 2009 vote by the committee to 
ban the tomahawk chop and chant. 

"There never was a policy. 
There isn't a policy," Phillips said. 
She pointed out that, sho1tly after 
the vote, the school committee re
orgailized with four newly elected 
members under a new chair, and 
did not fo1m a policy collllnittee or 
take any steps to establish an offi
cial policy based on their vote. The 
district superintendent was also re
placed at that time. 

"All of the votes that the school 
collllnittee makes don't require a 
policy .... A policy, with its regula
tions and procedures, does provide 
guidance, clarity, and histo1y for 
the future." 

"If there was a new policy," Phil
lips continued, "it needs to be as
signed a National [Association of] 
School Board[ s] alphabetical code, 
and the Mass. Association of School 
Boards assists in this process." 

Phillips emphasized that she 
was not taking a position on the is
sues at hand. 

Other Business 
Jane Oakes, Heather Katsoulis, 

ai1d April Reipold were appointed 
to a tempora1y subcommittee to 
review the district's policies and 
compare them with a list of those 

recommended by the Massachu
setts Association of School Com-
1nittees (MASC). 

Gill's selectboard has approved 
a new roof for Gill Elementaiy, and 
Blier said she would attend its Janu
aiy 23 meeting to discuss applying to 
the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) for reimbmse
ment for the project. "They still may 
decide to wait a yeai-,'' she noted. 

The committee m1ailimously ap
proved the existence of the Fom 
Winds School, a small private 
school located in Gill, to the De
pa1tment of Elementaiy and Sec
onda1y Education. 

The committee heard a presenta
tion from Sullivan on te1minology 
associated with what has become 
known as "affective leaining," and 
distinguishing between different 
approaches: "social and emotional 
learning;" "multicultural educa
tion;" "citizenship education;" and 
"social justice education." 

With the last of these, Sullivan 
said, "there's definitely an agenda 
there ... It may be something that we 
embrace, or it may not be, but I just 
want to make sure we don't lump it 
in with all these other terms." 

Chair Michael Langknecht ac
knowledged that there have re
cently been a growing nmnber of 
technical difficulties in broadcast 
of the committee's meetings by 
Montague Community Television 
(MCTV). 

"There's sort ofa string of break
downs which is going to require a 
level of investment to correct," he 
said, and suggested that the meet
ing room might move in the name 
of"finding a space that's reliable." 

Well over $10,000 has been 
raised through the schools for the 
Buzz Off for Kids with Cancer 
challenge, which will culminate 
next Thmsday, Janua1y 19 with a 
hair-sheai·ing ceremony at Shef
field Elementary. 

The boai·d 's next meeting, which 
will focus on the district budget, 
will be held Tuesday, January 17 

at 6:30 p.m. at the high II:-' 
school. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 1 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNCH and DINN£R 

2q Federal St. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespint.com 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road., Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

Reliable 
/emps Inc. 

Immediate Opportunities to include: 
Warehouse, Manufacturing, Labor, 

Administrative, Clerical Support, Technical 

Offering 
Temporary • Temp to Hire • Direct Hire Pio.cements 

Goi,tact Shannon TUUAY to schedule yourintemew. 
413-774-4562 

9r Mai11 Street tt9, Greenfield 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Police Officer Job Declined; 
Hackers Jack School HVAC 

By ROB SKELTON 

Bmce Hunter of the county hous
ing authority presented to the Lever
ett selectboard at its Tuesday night 
meeting, and scheduled a public 
hearing for FeblUllly 7, 6:30 p.m. at 
the town hall. Up for consideration 
is federal "block" grant monies, ap
proximately $200,000 - $40,000 for 
five Leverett projects - eam1arked 
to bring prope1ties up to code. 

This particular housing reha
bilitation grant covers four towns, 
with Leverett as the lead town, due 
to its track record; the others are 
Deerfield, Sunderland and Con
way. Hunter described the types of 
code coffections this program pro
vides, and also explained how the 
grants are awarded, based pa1tly on 
aggregated non-wealth as defined 
by the 2010 census. 

Gregg Woodard of the finance 
committee queried Hm1ter on cost 
controls, to which Hunter assured fi
duciaiy competence, and described 
the checks and balances extant in 
this longstanding program. 

The selectboard and finance 
committee also met with directors 

MILL from page A 1 

amom1t of water flowed through ai1 
area of the building." 

He went on to note the frequent 
problems in "that building" over the 
yeai·s. "Having just experienced a 
neai·-tragedy on Power Street," he 
continued, refen-ing to the recent 
fire at another abandoned mill along 
the power canal, ''we don't want an
other 'situation."' 

Zellmai1 said he had first learned 
of the flooding from water superin
tendent Michael Brown on Decem
ber 27. "Mike Brown stopped in 
my office two weeks ago Tuesday 
morning, saying they had lost 1.2 
million gallons of water," he said. 

"The reservoir dropped by six 
feet. They were trying to figure 
out what happened. We nairnwed 
it down to the Strathmore com
plex, where we fom1d a break in the 
[sp11nkler] pipe. For whatever rea
son, we did not get notified by the 
alarm company." 

The following day, Zellman, 
building inspector David Jensen, 
and town administrator Steve Ellis 
toured the Strathmore. "This build
ing is dying," stated Zellman of 
the complex, which consists of ten 
connected buildings and an elev
enth left free-stai1ding after a major 
fire in 2007. 

According to Zellman, the com
plex is not secure, with numerous 
open windows. Sections of the roof 
continue to leak, and holes in the 
floor make the complex dangerous 
for firefighters to enter. The state 
fire marshal has given the town until 
Februa1y 21 to secure the building, 
though Zellman predicted that if 
significant progress was made, "he 
would bend a little bit." 

Kuklewicz said that fixing the 
sp1111kler system may not be a prior
ity, "but we need to make the build
ing safe and secure." 

Zellman forcefully requested that 
the town put a mai·k on the complex 
warning firefighters of potential 
danger of entiy. He re1ninded the 
boai·d of a previous fire depaitment 
order, made by fo1mer fire chief 

of the library and the transfer sta
tion to pemse their budgets for the 
next year. Both depaitments seek a 
2% increase, though Ananda Lai·sen 
of the transfer station said she could 
"make do" with less. 

Ashley Blais of the libra1y ex
plained that, if she didn't spend 
19% of her budget on "new ma
terials," her libra1y will get on the 
state's non-compliance list as it 
has been for two yeai·s, requiring 
time-consmning state "waivers" to 
continue in good graces in the state 
libraiy system. 

The state's setting a floor on sal
aiy for ce1tified head librarians, and 
the 19% mandate was "designed by 
people on the other side of Fram
ingham," according to selectboard 
chair Peter d'EITico, alluding to 
Boston and its disregard and unfa
miliarity with the financial strains 
of small towns off its radar. 

Sean Sawicki, offered a job on 
the Leverett PD, has declined, due 
to Leverett's pennywise practice of 
folding ove1time into sick time, re
quiring a new search and the costs 
of police academy training for an
other candidate, likely to exceed 

Bob Escott on Febmaiy 19, 2014, 
to mai·k the building with a red box 
and white "X". 

That order was not implemented, 
due to the town's concerns that so 
marking the stiucture would make 
it difficult to mai·ket to potential re
developers. 

According to Zellman, 

the complex is not 

secure, with numerous 

open windows. Sections 

of the roof continue 

to leak, and holes in 
the floor make the 

complex dangerous for 

firefighters to enter. 

"Eve1ybody's afraid of the red 
X," Zellman complained. "Nobody 
wants to see a white box with a red 
X, but I do .... It's not a death sen
tence. If you have a plan [to reno
vate the building], take it off." 

Selectboard member Michael 
Nelson moved that town hall staff 
develop a plan to satisfy the state 
fire marshal, and repo1t back to the 
board at its next meeting in two 
weeks. The board voted to approve 
the motion. 

David Jensen expressed concern 
that the implementation of any plan 
would require an approp11ation of 
money at a special town meeting. 
Since it would take several weeks 
to legally call such a meeting, and 
since the town might be required to 
put the work out to bid, he ai·gued, 
it would be impossible to make 
substantial progress by the fire mar
shal's deadline. 

"My point is, you can plan all you 
want," Jensen said. "Unless you get 
an autho11zation [from town meet
ing], you are spinning your wheels, 
wasting your time." He went on to 
speculate that if there was a town 
meeting scheduled on or neai· the 
state fire mai·shal's deadline, ''that 
would be considered progress." 

Steve Ellis said that the fire mar-

whatever he may have accmed over 
time in overtime. 

D'EITico announced that the 
school's HVAC got hacked recently, 
discovered when the heat went out 
and the kids got cold. A naughty 
person used remote access to hack 
into the heating system in a "botnet" 
attack, now mitigated. 

He wained the two boards that 
IT security will be one of its next 
chai·ges, and to be prepared finan
cially and politically for it. 

The capital planning committee is 
sho1t a few pai·simonious members, 
especially those with experience in 
building maintenance. Gregg Wood
ard said he'd speak with fo1mer 
Leverett road boss Lai1y Laclaire, 
to see if he'd be interested in help
ing the town in this capacity. 

Finance c01mnitteewoman Ann 
Delano urged that, without hold
ing their feet to the fire, depaitment 
heads justify all the lines in their 
budgets, and not simply ask for pro 
forma increases annually. 

New winter Wednesday hours 
for the transfer station ai·e 2 to 5 
p.m., now open to Shutesbmy resi
dents also. 

shal should understand that the town 
would need to appropriate money 
"in a legal fashion - show we will 
proceed accordingly." 

On The Safe Side 
The day after Monday's meeting, 

Montague officials went before the 
state Supe11or Court in Greenfield 
to request pennission to demolish 
dangerous po1tions of the fo1mer 
Railroad Salvage building, in the 
afte1math of the December 30 fire. 

Jeanne Golrick, the former sole 
member of the involuntarily dis
solved LLC that owned the prop
erty, challenged the competence 
of the building inspector and fire 
chief, and questioned their author
ity to dete1mine a building's safety 
and stability. 

According to town administi·ator 
Steve Ellis, the judge took the town's 
request under advisement, promising 
a decision within 48 homs. 

As of press time Wednesday eve
ning, town officials said, no judg
ment had yet been c01mnunicated. 

The request is being made m1der 
Massachusetts General Law Chap
ter 143 Section 7, which reads: 

Any [ owner of a structure deemed 
unsafe by the building inspector] so 
notified shall be allowed until twelve 
o'clock noon of the day following 
the service of the notice in which to 
begin to remove such structure or 
make it safe, or to make it secure, 
and he shall employ sufficient labor 
speedily to make it safe or remove 
it or to make it secure; but if the 
public safety so requires and if the 
aldermen or selectmen so order, the 
inspector of buildings may immedi
ately enter upon the premises with 
the necessary workmen and assis
tants and cause such unsafe struc
ture to be made safe or taken down 
without delay ... 

Zellmai1 said this section of the 
law may not mandate a judge's or
der, but that the town brought the is
sue to the comt because it wanted to 
be on the safe side, "given what we 
ai·e dealing with here." u 

Town of Leverett 
FULL-TIME POLICE OFFICER 

The Town of Leverett is hiring a full-time Police Officer. 

AS 

Duties to include patrols, emergency and non-emergency 
response, participation in trnining programs, related 

paperwork and any other duties commensurate with the 
job of a full-time police officer. Qualifications include 
full or part-time MMPTC Basic Academy certification, 

valid driver's license, valid Mass. License to Carry, 
residence within 15 miles of the Public Safety Complex, 

high school diploma. Second Shift. Pay to be decided 
upon qualifications. Benefits included. 

Application and resumes are due by January 20, 2017 to: 
Administrator, PO Box 300, Leverett, MA 01054. Questions 

should be directed to the Police Chief at (413) 548-4994. 

CD 

Leverett is an AA/EOE. 

Catholic 
Charities 
Worceste1 Co1w1y 

Homecare Program 
91 Main Street 

Greenfield, MA 

Come join our growing team in our sister towns: 
Greenfield, Tmners Falls, Erving, Shelburne, 

Northfield, Shutesbury, Colrain. 

Looking for Homemakers, HHA, CNA, 
and PC worker. Training is available upon hire. 

Must have reliable car to travel from client to client. 
Days, midday and evening shifts available. 

Competitive wages, Health insurance, 
Disability insurance, and 403B (retirement). 

(D 

Please call 1 (800) 244-4563. 

Catholic 
Charities 
w,,ra<lt•r Co1111ty 

Homecare Program 
91 Main Street 

Greenfield, MA 

REGISTERED NURSE 

Catholic Charities Home Care Program is accepting 
resumes for the position of Registered Nurse on a per 

diem basis. The position will supervise trained Personal 
Care Aides working in the private homes of elderly and 

disabled clients in the Greenfield and Athol areas. 
Must have reliable transportation and be able to accept 

scheduled hours during Monday - Friday and 
occasional weekends. Please contact Paula or Barbara 

at Catholic Charities Home Care 1 (800) 244-4563. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Authentic American Food & Drink 
at the Montague Bookmill 

THEALVAHSTONE.COM • 413.367 .5345 • OPEN 7 DAYS+ NIGHTS 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 



A6 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

2017 Begins with Fire and Water - But Will 
We Finally Get to Dry Hill Cemetery? 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

If the Montague selectboard's 
first meeting of 2017 is a precur
sor of things to come, this could be 
a ve1y busy year. The board spent 
nearly two and a half hours address
ing emergencies at two cnunbling 
facto1y buildings, and the perpetual 
problem of access to an old cem
etery on D1y Hill. 

In addition there was a lengthy 
"info1mation session" on the pro
posed 2018 Co1runm:tity Develop
ment Block Grant, a statement on 
complex energy legislation proposed 
by energy policy liaison Ariel Elan, 
and final approval of major changes 
in job descriptions at the town's Wa
ter Pollution Control Facility. 

Tear Down The Walls 
The board appropriated "up to 

$20,000," pending approval by a 
comt, to tear down p01tions of the 
Railroad Salvage building deemed 
a public danger. The money will 
come from the town's "Unsafe and 
Unhealthy Building" fund, which is 
being supplemented by community 
development funds. 

The decision follows a major fire 
at the Power Street site that sta1ted 
in the early mon:ting of December 31 
and burned for nearly three days. Ac
cording to both the Montague build
ing inspector, David Jensen, and the 
Turners Falls fire chief, John Zell
man, the fire left several standing 
po1tions of the stmctme in danger of 
imminent collapse. 

The selectboard held a special 
meeting on Thursday, Janua1y 5 
that was dominated by the ques
tions of ownership of the building 
and whether the town has the right 
to demolish po1tions of the struc
ture. Millers Falls resident Jeam1e 
Golrick, whom the town considers 
the cm1·ent owner, was given until 
Friday, Janua1y 6 at midnight to be
gin demolition. However, Golrick 
has refused to say whether she owns 
Railroad Salvage, and the board be
lieves the required work was not 
initiated by the deadline. 

Golrick was not involved in 
Monday night's discussion, as the 
board did not dwell on the problem 
of ownership. Instead it approved 
the "up to $20,000" amount to tear 
down the most hazardous walls. 
The town will first go to coUit to 
seek "approval" of the action. 

There was some discussion of the 
wording of the motion - selectboard 
member Michael Nelson suggested 
that the words "court order" be used 
instead of "court approval" - but in 
the end the board voted in favor of 
the original language, as suggested 
by town legal counsel. 

Ariel Elan asked about the po
tential problem of asbestos con
tamination. Town planner Walter 
Ramsey said that he had invited 
the state DEP to look at the site a 
few weeks before the fire, and that 
"they did not see enough asbestos 
to wan-ant action." 

According to Jensen, "as fires go, 
[asbestos] was not an issue, although 
it did smell bad." 

The board also approved the min
utes of an emergency meeting held at 
the site of the fire on the mon:ting of 
December 31. 

After the board concluded the 
Railroad Salvage discussion, it re
ceived a sobering ''update" on the 
Strathmore building. This involved 

the revelation that a sp1inkler pipe in 
the complex had broken during the 
Christmas holidays, and had poured 
1.2 million gallons of water into the 
structme before being noticed by the 
TUiners Falls Water Depaitment. 

The disaster led to demands from 
both the TUiners Falls fire chief and 
the state fire marshal that the com
plex be seemed immediately. (See 
aiticle, Page.Al.) 

Development Grants 
The meeting began with the infor

mational meeting about the town's 
2017 federal block grant applica
tion. Bmce Hunter of the Franklin 
Regional Housing and Redevelop
ment Authority (FCHRA, which ad
mii:tisters Montague's federal block 
grants) led the discussion. He noted 
that the grants ai·e ''highly competi
tive" and that Montague is eligible 
to receive $533,000 in the upcoming 
year, 20% of which must be spent on 
social services. 

Rainsey reviewed the process by 
which social service programs were 
selected. These included a workshop 
and traii:ting program for women 
administered by Montague Catholic 
Social Ministries; a meals program 
for the elderly through an agency 
called Life Path; a leadership skills 
program for "at risk" youth orga
nized by the Brick House; and a re
quest by the Western Mass Recove1y 
Leaining Community for funds to 
establish a "presence" in Montague. 

The CDBG grant will also allo
cate funds for housing rehabilitation 
and $57,400 for ''bid-ready plans and 
specifications" for the Rutters Pai·k 
renovation project in Lake Pleasai1t. 

One of the more timely parts of 
the application involves funding 
similai· plans and specifications for 
the possible demolition of some of 
the buildings in the Strathmore mill 
complex. Any such plan would have 
to be approved by town meeting. 

Rainsey hai1ded out a map of 
the Strathmore that showed seven 
buildings, and a loading dock, that 
could be eliminated under the plai1. 
He noted that the demolition may 
include the landmark ''KPG" (Keith 
Paper Company) smoke stack. Were 
the buildings to be demolished, the 
southern po1tion of the complex 
could still be developed. 

He stated that the choice of 
buildings was based, in part, on a 
2005 feasibility study of the com
plex 's reuse. He also cited the re
cent Turners Falls Downtown Liv
ability study, which recommended 
the expansion of parkland along 
the Connecticut River. 

The boai·d executed a letter "clos
ing out" the 2014 CDBG grant, and 
authorized the chair to sign an ad
dendum to the 2015 grant extending 
it into 2017. 

On Dry Hill 
The board also ente1tained a re

quest from Judith Lorei of the town 
cemete1y c01mnission to support a 
town meeting appropriation to im
prove access to D1y Hill Road Cem
ete1y. Lorei was accompai:tied by Al 
Cummii1gs ai1d David Detmold. Ac
cess to the cemetery, which contaiiis 
a nmnber of veterans of the Ameri
can Revolution, has been a major 
controversy for over a decade. 

A shorter but steeper path to the 
site, once blocked by a local land
owner, has been deemed too costly. 
The town ostensibly approved a 

more circuitous approach several 
yeai·s ago though lfilld owned by 
the Turners Falls Water District. 
But a section of this, according to 
Lorei ai1d Detmold, is virtually im
passible due to ledge. 

The selectboard was asked to sup
po1t a town meeting appropriation to 
upgrade tl:tis portion, which extends 
from East Chestnut Hill Road to the 
water district's access road. 

The board took the issue wider 
advisement, noting that all aiticles 
for the upcoming ammal town meet
ing need to be approved by mid
March. Ramsey also noted the pos
sibility of a "land swap" facilitating 
the sho1ter approach to the cemete1y 
from Wendell Road. 

Energy Legislation 
The board then discussed and 

approved a letter to state legislators 
on "energy legislation coming up 
in the new legislative session." The 
letter was drafted by energy liaison 
Ariel Elfill. 

There was some discussion of a 
section of the letter calling on the 
legislature to eliminate pa1t of a law 
that defined natmal gas as "clean 
energy." Elan defended the idea by 
suggesting that the "life cycle" of 
natmal gas has as great a greenhouse 
impact as coal, and therefore was not 
"green." But selectboard chair Rich 
Kuklewicz, drawing a distinction be
tween "green" and "clean," said he 
was "not comf01table" with taking 
that position. Elan agreed to elimi
nate the sentence. 

Other Business 
The board approved a one-day 

beer and wine license for the Berk
shire Brewing Company for fill event 
at the Shea Theater on JaI1ua1y 13. 

The board endorsed a letter from 
police chief Chip Dodge commend
ing three Montague officers and a 
dispatcher who helped prevent a 
mfill from jmnping off the French 
King Bridge on December 21. The 
letter was addressed to Christopher 
Williains, Joshua Dobosz, John 
Dempsey, ai1d Steven Chase. 

The boai·d approved a pe1mit re
newal from the film LightLife Foods 
to send industrial wastewater into the 
town sewer system. LightLife, locat
ed in the industrial park, specializes 
in vegetarian meat substitutes. 

Acting as the personnel board, it 
approved a vai'iety of re-classifica
tions and m:tion agreements involv
ing persom1el at the wastewater 
treatment plant. This is the culmi
nation of the reorgai:tization of the 
treatment plant following the retire
ment of long term supe11ntendent 
Bob Trombley. The process has tak
en over a year. The various elements 
of the reorgai:tization were presented 
at Monday's meeting by new super
intendent Robert McDonald. 

The boai·d also voted to provide 
a cell phone stipend for Steve Ellis; 
approved a request to place a sand
wich boai·d sign on Second Street 
filld Avenue A; heard an annom1ce
ment that the Senior Center would 
be closed for three weeks beginning 
on Januaiy 16 for renovations; and 
held a colllinlllllty development dis
cretionaiy fund hea11ng (involving 
the transfer of funds for Railroad 
Salvage demolition). 

Finally, the selectboard went 
into three executive sessions, all to 
discuss potential litigation. Its next 
meeting will be on Janua1y 23. 
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Carrion Luggage Hampers Lift-Off 

Continued from page A 1: According to Baker, the eagle ''tried three difftrent times" 
to carry its meal aw'1), "but the goose was just too heary." She came back the following 

d'1) to find the eagle had also returned, as had other scavengers, including this crow. 

ILJDm~(Q lli&.~ 
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Heres the way it was January 
11, 2007: News from the Montague 
Repo1ter's archive. 

Rendezvous to Reopen 
Under New Ownership 

At the beginning of November, 
Yesterdays closed, following a 
noise ordinance violation heai111g 
that resulted in a one-month sus
pension of the Third Street bai·'s 
ente1tainment lice1ise. On F11day, 
three neighbors - ChI'is Janke, 
Emily Brewster and Jaime Berger 
- purchased the bai· at a foreclo
sure auction, along with their busi
ness pa11ner Mai·k Wisnewski. 

Berger said the neighborhood 
could expect a quieter, but still 
quite lively gathering place, at the 
revived Rendezvous. 

"We're talking about a place 
where people can talk and drink, 
but we want to add a cultmal thing, 
too. Maybe knitting groups, poetiy 
readings, acoustic music, comedy, 
board games, cai·ds, you name it. 
We're going to have a pingpong 
table and a pool table. 

We're going to be open in the 
afternoon. People Cfill come in 
and have a cup of coffee, filld we 
will have light bar fai·e: soups, 
sandwiches, salads, maybe a little 
finger food." 

Railroad Salvage Building 
Heading for Litigation 

At their Jaimaiy 8 meeting, 
building inspector David Jensen 
updated the Montague selectboard 
on the status of the fo1mer Railroad 
Salvage building on Power Sti·eet 
in the Patch. On Januaiy 5, Jensen 
met with the building's owner, Ga1y 
Kosuda, who flew up from Ft. Lau
derdale, FL to discuss his "hopes, 
plans and dreains for the building," 
before the matter went to mediation 

at Housing CoUit in Greenfield. 
Jensen said their pre-arbitration 

meeting seemed positive, with 
fom options presented to Kosuda, 
whose derelict building has par
tially collapsed, causing the town 
to ban-icade Power Street for the 
last yeai· to protect mot011sts from 
falling bricks. 

The options discussed included 
Kosuda moving ahead with his 
plans for the building, clean up the 
site, stabilize the building, or lastly 
he could sell the building. 

However, dU1111g ai·bitration, 
negotiations broke down when 
the issue of a timeline came up. 
"The timeline was unacceptable 
to Mr. Kosuda," Jensen said. Jen
sen said the one positive to come 
from the mediation session was 
Kosuda's agreement to seek an ap
praisal of the property. 

At the close of arbiti·ation, the 
mediator recommended that Kosu
da and the town both get a lawyer. 

G-M School Committee Moves 
Forward on Reconfiguration 

T1ying to mai·shal dispai·ate 
forces in the commUI:tity -and the 
school c01mnittee - chair Ma1y 
Kociela began Tuesday night's 
discussion on implementing the 
committee's December 19 5-4 
decision to reconfigme Montague 
elementary schools by expand
ing Montague Center School and 
all but closing Hillcrest Elemen
taiy, by telling a room packed with 
Hillcrest pai·ents and suppo1ters, "I 
know tl:tis has been ve1y difficult 
for eve1yone. I have spoken with 
many parents in the disti'ict ... 

"It would have been difficult no 
matter which decision was taken, 
or if no decision was taken at all. 
I will do what I can to move us 
fo1wai·d." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Brian R. San Soode 
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FLOODS from page A 1 

and the rain came down hard and 
fast," recalls Vogel. "In some val
leys in Ve1mont, it was 7 inches in 
12 hours." The rain raced down Ver
mont's steep slopes into tributaries 
that swelled to 10 times their normal 
size, bearing a force that tore out 
stream banks and infrastiucture. 

Usually, rivers dissipate that 
much energy by spilling the excess 
water onto adjoining fields, known 
as flood plains. In New England, 
however, roads, railroads and vil
lages were often built right on the 
riverbanks. That desti·oys the flood 
plains. It also makes towns more 
vulnerable to river processes. 

Attempts have been made to mit
igate the problem. Between 1940 
and 1960, says Vogel, the Almy 
Corps of Engineers built 14 flood 
conti·ol dams along the rivers. These 
conti·ol about 25% of the watershed 
flow. During Irene, ''they actually 
helped prevent large-scale, really 
bad flooding, along the main stem 
of the Connecticut," she explains. 

More typically though, towns 
have chosen to protect themselves 
by channelizing the rivers and ar
moring the banks. The idea was that 
the water would msh through the 
towns and get out of the way. This 
works much of the time. 

But when towns up and down the 

rivers all choose to channelize, then, 
during major storms like Irene, the 
water has no place to spread out. It 
picks up speed and power, canying 
rocks, debris, ti·ees, cars and tom
out bridge abutments. 

When the river's space to move 
is ve1y resti·icted, that's a really high 
hazard risk, says Christine Hatch. 
"In Ve1mont, they called rivers set 
up that way 'Vermont fire hoses,"' 
she says, "because there's just a 
huge amount of energy aiming 
straight down. They can and do take 
out whatever's down below." 

In their recently released study, 
"River Smart," the two research
ers make several recommendations. 
Hazard mapping, says Vogel, is 
important. "There's good scientific 
ability to predict how rivers are go
ing to interact with the landscape," 
she says. ''You can come up with 
estimates of where the hazardous 
places are, where you're likely to 
have a river carve out a bank, or de
posit huge amounts of sediment." 

By using hazard assessments, 
towns can avoid building some
thing likely to be tom up in the 
next major flood. 

Creating appropriate stream 
crossings is another priority. "In 
Hawley," says Vogel, "most of 
the damage happened because the 
stream crossings were blocked up. 

A typical culvert, hard at work. 

GILL from page A 1 
Ward commented that there 

seemed to be some attempt made 
to "emotionally link" the past trag
edy at the Sandy Hook school to the 
need for an SRO in the GMRSD. 
He added that, with one officer hy
ing to cover multiple schools, he se
riously doubted that there was any 
conceivable way to stop a student 
bent on committing mayhem. 

Snedeker smmised that a SRO 
would mostly "come in handy" in 
de-escalating fights between stu
dents, or when there was a report of 
potential gang activity in a school. 

Crochier concmTed, then added, 
"Sure, I'd love to see a school re
source officer in the schools - but at 
what cost?" 

Ward said he thought that the ma
jority of the things an SRO might do 
in a school were already being done. 
All agreed they were interested to 
see where the discussion goes. 

Easing In 
The selectboard spoke with resi

dent Bob Calle1y, who came to the 
meeting to asce1tain what legal 
steps were required to receive ei
ther an easement or a variance for 
structures on his Oak Street prop
e1ty that sit partially within the 
town's right-of-way. 

Calle1y stated that only because 
he was now interested in selling 
that pa1ticular lot did he discover 
that the property could not be le
gally "grandfathered in" to any 
easement, since banks do not rec
ognize such a te1m. 

A discussion ensued ar·om1d clar-i-

fying the need for a var·iar1ce versus 
an easement. After an emdite expla
nation by Snedeker, the selectboard 
members concmTed that an easement 
was called for in this circumstance. 

PUI-ington distributed copies 
he'd made of a procedural docu
ment used by the town of Petersham 
to help prope1ty owners apply for 
easements on town prope1ty. 

As the board pored over both the 
draft application fo1m and the pho
tocopy of the Plan of Land brought 
by Calle1y, Crochier, noting that 
he "liked" Petersham's document, 
suggested that the final decision 
about the easement would have to 
be made at the next town meeting in 
May. This would also give Calle1y 
time to go through the legal hurdles 
necessary to appease all pa1ties. 

All thought this to be the best so
lution for this situation, though Ward 
posed an impo1tant question: ''How 
does the town give up prope1ty?" 

Snedeker suggested that Cal
le1y give copies of all necessaiy 
documents to Donna MacNicol, 
the town's com1sel, and the boai·d 
thanked Callery for his time and 
wished him well. 

Complying 
PUI-ington shared with the boai·d 

a proposed "public records compli
ance policy" that he had prepared. 
While admitting that he had 'mod
eled heavily" his draft after the town 
of Hadley's policy, Purington asked 
the board to approve his draft. 

Wai·d stated that it looked good 
to him. Crochier moved to accept 
the draft as policy and Snedeker 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER A7 

The Deerfield River in "channelized"farm, as it passes through southern Greenfield along Deerfield Street. 

If you build [the culverts] so they're 
big enough to pass a full flood of 
water plus debris, they're not go
ing to block up, they're not going to 
tum into dams, they're not going to 
crash and collapse and have eve1y
thing collapse with them." 

The study suggests upgrading 
sti·eam crossings so they're properly 
sized and shaped. The knowledge to 
do that, says Vogel, is available -
it's money that's the problem: "It's 
expensive and complicated to do 
site assessments, to design and then 
pay for the constiuction of a larger 
and better-shaped sti·eam crossing. 
That's really difficult for a small 
town to do." 

In part, she says, perverse fund
ing incentives prevent upgrades. A 
DPW superintendent in one Massa
chusetts town told her of a culve1t 
he knew was likely to fail. There 
were no plans to upgrade: they were 
going to wait, he explained, until a 
sto1m took it out. 

The reason? If infrastrncture 
fails in a storm, the town can apply 

seconded the motion, which was 
then approved unanimously. 

The selectboard then voted unani
mously to approve the appointments 
of town clerk Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 
as "chief records access officer" and 
police chief David Hastings, fire 
chief Gene Beaubien, and admin
isti·ative assistant Ray PUI-ington as 
"records access officers." 

Haying 
Purington recommended the se

lectboard grant local farmer Brian 
Peila the right to exercise his Yeai· 
3 option in 2017 to lease the town
owned Boyle lot at $125. Pu1-ington 
noted that Peila had been doing a 
"good job" the past two years using 
the field. The board quickly voted to 
accept the Year 3 option for Peila. 

Purington then shared a draft 
copy he'd prepared of the town's 
invitation for bids on the use of the 
Mai·iamante field as a hayfield or 
cropland during the 2017 growing 
season. The invitation specifies that 
the pai·cel is to be utilized without 
chemical fertilizers, herbicides, or 
pesticides. Purington said that he 
had decided to add language specif
ic to the "no tilling" and "light har
rowing" discussion the board had at 
a prior meeting. 

Crochier laughed and, after thank
ing Purington for his effo1ts, stated 
that despite the fact that Crochier 
himself had been the one pushing 
for language about "light ha1TOw
ing," he'd since done research and 
discovered that any kind ofha1TOw
ing was not best for the soil. 

The boar·d edited the invitation 

for emergency special treatment, 
with FEMA typically covering 
between 75% to 90% of the cost. 
And, because it's an emergency, 
environmental assessments are 
usually waived. 

Even more problematic, though, 
is that to get the emergency waiver, 
the town can only replace the strnc
ture with whatever failed before. 
No upgrade is allowed, and so a 
still-inadequate culvert will likely 
continue to fail. 

Hatch believes that towns can 
deal with these problems more eas
ily by joining forces. For example, 
towns could, by working through 
state agencies or local compacts, 
like FRCOG, develop a template of 
culvert designs they all could share. 
That might pull the cost of building 
hardier culverts within reach. 

Even if towns must pay some 
percentage, it's much more cost-ef
fective to build a culvert that's go
ing to last for 50 years than to have 
to replace an inadequate culve1t 
possibly three times in that period. 

to delete any mention of harrow
ing, and then approved the letter, 
which Purington will post on the 
town website. 

Becoming Aware 
The board considered a request 

from the MA Pipeline Awareness 
Network to sign a statewide letter 
in support of legislation prohibiting 
and preventing Ullllecessa1y "pipe
line taxes," as well as prioritizing 
greater investment in energy effi
ciency, demand response, renew
able resources, and energy storage. 

Snedeker made a motion for 
Ward, the chair, to sign the online 
letter, but Crochier stated that there 
was certain language in the letter 
that he personally "wished not to 
suppo1t." 

The motion passed 2-0, with 
Crochier abstaining. 

Other Business 
The selectboard voted unani

mously to conunit to the 17% Riv
erside sewer cost hikes discussed 
at length in a past meeting. This 
hike matches a 17% hike in the 
fee appraised by Montague to Gill 
for handling the sewage from the 
neighborhood. 

Pm-ington stated that he would 
be sending a letter, with an apology, 
to all affected residents. 

The next item was "mostly a 
heads up" by Purington apprising 
the boai·d about a notice from the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov
ernments info1ming local officials 
about the availability of Disti-ict 
Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 

But, in the long term, towns need 
to work together, designing flood 
control plans for the entire water
shed. The method that each town 
uses to protect itself from floods, 
says Hatch, has great impact on the 
towns around it. 

Channelizing is sometimes un
avoidable: where infrastiucture al
ready exists, there's a need to pro
tect it. In Greenfield, for example, 
''you're going to need to keep the 
river confined," said Vogel, ''be
cause Greenfield built right up 
against the river. But you might be 
able to do something up or down 
river that would really help." 

If towns look at the watershed as 
a whole, she explains, it might be 
possible for them to agree on areas 
of undeveloped land that can serve 
as "pocket flood plains," mitigating 
the river's force. 

By working together, the River
Sma1t research suggests, towns can 
mitigate damage and save costs 

throughout their water- 1•■""" 
shed area. !Ii 

program funds for 2017. The board 
asked Pm-ington to b1-ing to the next 
meeting the various funding needs 
that the town came up with. 

Pu1-ington then am1ounced two 
events pa1tially funded by Gill Cul
tw-al Council grants. 

The first is "Lovely and Lyri
cal, Music to Soothe and Inspire," 
a conceit by Da Camera Singers 
featuring Mariam1e Lockwood on 
piano, and the world pre1niere of 
"Our Flawed Gai·den" - a setting by 
Jessica Marlor of a poem by Sylvia 
Plath. This event will be held on 
Sunday, January 29 at 3 p.m. at the 
N01thfield Mount He1mon School's 
Rhodes Alts Center. 

The second is "The Evolving 
Face of Housing Discrimination," 
a free program hosted by local 
anti-racism organization Racial 
Justice Rising, on February 4 from 
10:15 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. at the 
First Congregational Church of 
Greenfield. 

Further info1mation on both 
events can be found on the 
Gill town website. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Park Water Tower 
''Sign'' Needs Approval 

By KATIE NOLAN 

The Erving selectboard and fi
nance committee met jointly on 
January 9 to continue their review 
of town budget requests for FY'l8. 

The board approved level-fund
ed FY'l8 budgets for the personnel 
relations review board, conserva
tion commission, zoning board of 
appeals, historical conunission, tree 
warden, ceremonial flags, and Me
morial Day celebration. 

The request for veterans' services 
showed an increase of $2,804 over 
FY' 17. The board of health budget 
request increased by $364, based on 
additional cost for the health agent. 
The town's insurance cost will be 
$80,470, down from $94,362 for 
FY' 17. The town has not received 
the assessment from the Franklin 
Regional Council of Gove1mnents, 
but it is expected to be higher than 
the FY' 17 cost of $40,028. 

The board decided to reduce the 
"town buildings" line item from 
$67,000 to $50,000. Selectboard 
chair Jacob Smith said that the line 
item has been used to fund projects 
and items for many town depa1t
ments, some of which could be 
funded more transparently from the 
reserve fund. 

"If you parse out the expenses," 
said selectboard member Scott 
Bastarache, "not all are building 
expenses." 

The Usher Plant re-use c01mnit
tee asked about establishing an ex
pense line, but Smith said that its 
incidental costs and conference fees 
could be "absorbed under select
board expenses." 

Riverfront Park 
Town coordinator Bryan Smith 

told the board that construction at 
Riverfront Park was 46% complete. 

He said the work had slowed be
cause of winter weather, but that 
the bandshell would be built in 
Februa1y. He said there were some 
unanticipated costs associated with 
removing an old foundation and 
parking area. 

B1yan Smith said that there were 
also complications with the as-yet 
undesigned "wrap" for the old water 
tower at the park. Because a design 
painted on the water tower is consid
ered a sign, it would need a building 
pemlit and zoning board approval, 
with scheduled public hearings. 

Debra Smith said that "Erv
ing" was fonnerly painted on the 
tower, and wondered, "Is it grand
fathered?" S1nith said he would 
consult with the building inspector 
about the water tower "wrap". 

New Expenses 
B1yan Smith told the board that 

Eiving Elementa1y School's 20-
year-old snow blower was out of 
service, requiring new brackets 
and pistons. The board considered 
various methods for financing a 
new snow blower and repairing the 
brackets and pistons for the snow 
blowing attachment. 

The fin com will consider 
whether to fund the purchase from 
the rese1ve fund at its January 19 
meeting. 

B1yan Smith said that mainte
nance of the new security cameras 
at French King Bridge will cost 
$2,000, to be split evenly with Gill. 

Other Business 
Board members informed the fin 

com members present about their 
Januaiy 3 recommendations for 2% 
merit raises for town accountant 
Deb Mero, highway foreman Glenn 
McCro1y, water and wastewater su
pe1visor Peter Sanders, police chief 
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Christopher Blair, Bryan Smith, fire 
chief Philip Wonkka and senior cen
ter director Paula Betters. The three 
fin com members present said their 
c01mnittee would consider the merit 
raises at their next meeting, sched
uled for Januaiy 19. 

The board decided to finalize 
the wal1'ant for the Febma1y 6 spe
cial town meeting at its Janua1y 23 
meeting. 

The board reviewed, and ap
proved, the draft cell phone policy 
presented by the persom1el relations 
review board. The policy covers 
certain town employees and elected 
officials who use cell phones for 
official business. These employees 
may either receive a stipend toward 
the cost of the phone or use a town
owned phone. 

The next selectboard meeting will 
be held Januaiy 23 at Eiving Elemen
tary School, staiting at 6 p.m. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Arrests; Suspicion of Vehicles 
Tuesday, 1/3 

6:38 p.m. Criminal 
application issued 

to-
~-
censed operation of a 
motor vehicle. 
7:1'5 p.m. Suspi-
cious motor vehicle 
at Renovators Supply. 
Located same, parked 
with no occupants. 
10:1<5 p.m. Criminal 
application issued to 

revoked registration, 
uninsured and unreg
istered motor vehicle. 

Wednesday, 1/+ 
9:1'6 a.m. Report of 
suspicious female 
walking along Old 
State Road. Arrested 

warrant. 
Thursday, 1 / 5 

1':26 p.m. Suspicious 
person reported at 
French King Bridge. 
Negative con tact. 
6:02 p.m. Arrested 

-■ for possession 
of class B, operating a 
motor vehicle with a 
revoked registration, 

uninsured, unregis
tered motor vehicle 
and defective equip
ment. 
Satmday, 1/'7 

7: 13 p.m. Report of 
suspicious male in area 
of North Street and 
East Prospect Street. 
Unable to locate. 
Stmday, 1/s 
7 p.m. Report of ve
hicle off the road on 
North Street. 
7:26 p.m. Report of 
vehicle off the road 
on Rte. 2. Tow called. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

The Gi 11 Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www. theg ill tavern. com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed -Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

11-.,iepma.com 
21 Bank Row. Clld. 

413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 
413-834- 7569 

Sita Lang 
Hospice trained 

CPR certified 

2 Fiske Avenue 
r.::~~~~~s.;:-.Greenfield, MA 

-6 '.! ~~7-VU~3:.! '>J,2.1 
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w j_l fi11~;Jn I tunl.011 
www .solarstoreofgreenfield.cOJII 

COME IN FROM THE 

COLD, HAVE A CUP OF JOE! 

FREE COFFEE AND 
TEA ALL JANUARY 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 
"COME SEE WHAT'S 

COOKING!" 
MON. - SAT.: 7 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

CLOSED SUNDAY 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 

~ 
COMPANY 
30 Montague Street 

TURNERS FALLS 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Tttrnen Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

~ 
HOME PROS 
-l· 13-22 J-3837 W\\'W.BOBSHOJ\lEPROS.C0,\1 

~:·> Y1:ars Expnicnrc in CnmmcTcial and 

Re~idcmi,tl Building & Remudelin!): 

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office 
(413) 665-3772 fax 
(H3) 834-1524 Cell 
(H3) 423-3810 Home 
don@cblll1U'.com E-mail 

Ea:IIOlflOO•~ 
Ownedktd°"""'led. 
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TS SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace Products 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood. gas stoves. inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy lo choose the righl unit 
lo ~uil youi· lifcslylc. 

www.shanahansuppfy.com 
529 S. Maio St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 
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The Week in TFHS Sports 
teams competed against Palmer this 
week in the first meet of the new 
yeru·. Both squads lost their matches 
and both cmTently sit at 2-2. 

On Jrumruy 6, the Lady Indians 
got back in the pool and hosted the 
Palmer Panthers, losing their 2017 
inaugural meet by a score of 48-38. 
The loss gives the Tribe a record of 
2-2, 2-1 in the Constitution Class. 

Against the Panthers, Olivia 
Whittier and Jade Tyler both fin
ished first in two events. Whittier 
took the 50-yard freestyle in 29.30 
and the 100-yru·d breaststroke in 
1:19.05. Tyler won the 200-yru·d 
freestyle (2:14.88) and 500-yru·d 
freestyle ( 6:02.35). 

The relay team - Melissa Hersey, 
Allison Wheeler, Whittier, and Tyler 
- fulished first in the 400-yru·d free
style relay, with a time of 4:44.73. 

Boys Swimming 
Palmer 55 - TFHS 34 

The boys swim team also dropped 
their meet against Palmer, by a score 
of 55-34. Three Tm11ers' boys fin
ished first in individual events. Nick 
Taylor won the 50-yard freestyle in 
27.86, Cameron Bradley took the 
200-yard individual medley with a 
time of2:30.2 l, and Chase Blair won 
the 200-yard freestyle in 2:37.45. 

Turners' Tionne Brown (11) drives past Panther defenders Garrett Cote (13) 
and Tyler Martin (23) at Messer Gymnasium in Northfield. 

Both swim teams travel to the 
Ludlow Boys & Girls Club on 
Wednesday, Januaiy 11 to take on 
the Lions. After that, they host the 
Sci-Tech Cybercats on January 17. 

By MATT ROBINSON 

This week in Turners Falls High 
School spo1ts, the hockey team 
dropped another close match, the 
girls' basketball squad went 1 and 1, 
the swim teams came up even and 

the boys basketball team dropped 
their first game of the season in a 
good old fashioned barn burner. 

Girls Basketball 
Southwick 35 - TFHS 15 

Girls Swimming 
TFHS 50 - Mohawk 31 

Palmer 48 - TFHS 38 
On Friday, Januaiy 6, Tm11ers fell 

Both the boys and the girls swim see TFHS SPORTS page B6 
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America's favorite Trashologist, Dr. T, as 
featured on the cover of The Weekly Reader. 

By JOE KWIECINSKI 

LEYDEN - When Jack Golden pe1fonns his comedy 
routines, he's very serious. After all, the Leyden resident 
is the creator of dynamic, fast-moving, educational, en
vironmental perfonning ruts prograins. Jack brings these 
immensely wacky but sublimely merulingful shows to 
schools, festivals, theaters, and conferences. 

"What I strive for," said this master of meaningful 

mayhem, "is combining humor and hea1t. I want the kids 
who watch my programs to thoroughly enjoy thelilSelves 
while leaimng impo1tai1t things about our world. What I 
do is ente1tainment with a pmpose, ru1d laughter can be a 
smprisingly effective teacher." 

Jack has four different productions. They're called 
"Garbage Is My Bag," 'Water Water Everywhere," "A 
Little Bit Goes a Long Way," and "Environmental Ex
travaganza: Enviroganza." 

Jack adopts the zru1y character "Dr. T," with a Ph.D. 
in the field of gru·bology, in "Garbage Is My Bag." 
This presentation features a way-out trash-to-treasure 
recycling machine. 

In "Water Water Everywhere," he blends four el
ements: circus, theater, humor, and magic to put the 
spotlight on our precious gift of clean water. Rated 
as "Best of Fest" for six straight years at the Georgia 
Water Festival, this show focuses on pollution, water 
cycles, ru1d conservation. 

Meanwhile, Jack utilizes a game-show fo1mat as 
he joins emcee Les Litter in "A Little Bit Goes a Long 
Way." Here the focus is on where litter comes from, the 
reasons people litter, and what we can do to halt it. 

The fomth production, "Enviroganza," is an amalga
mation of Golden's other three offerings, covering the 
subjects of litter prevention, water issues, and recycling. 

Jack is a native of Westport, Connecticut. He gradu
ated from high school in Vershire, Vennont and studied 
forestiy at Unity College in Maine. He took a mime 
workshop with Jody Scalise back in 1979. "As I went 
fuither with classes," said Golden, "I leruned to juggle, 
studying with Peter Abbott, and I decided I wanted to 
be a professional." 

His expressive face breaks out into a wide grin as 

see GOLDEN page B4 

CONCERT PREVIEW 

A Rare Treat, Reissued 
By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

TURNERS FALLS - This 
Saturday, folk-songwriter Ga1y 
Higgins will perfo1m at the Brick 
House. Higgins is best known for 
his self-produced 1973 folk record 
Red Hash. 

The record was recorded in just 
two days, immediately prior to 
Higgins' u1cru·ceration for the sale 
and possession of hashish. It was 
released by Nufusmoon Records, 
Higgins' own label, and then almost 
exclusively disti-ibuted by friends 
while he was locked up. 

Many copies from this first re
lease of just a few thousand records 
ended up as attic-filler, never leav
ing the boxes that they were shipped 
in from the record press. But some 
did make it out of rural northwestern 
Connecticut into the wider world. 

Higgins got out of jail one year 
and 1line months later. He began 
a new, different life: "I walked 
the straight and nrurnw for many 
yeru·s," he says. "So many thu1gs 
changed sho1tly after that. I avoided 
my former lifestyle." 

But while he was raisu1g a fam
ily, worku1g in healthcare, and not 
being involved much in music, Red 
Hash records silently infiltrated 
used record stores. 

Maybe no one knows who or 

BOOK REVIEW 

Chasing 
our Tales: 
An Ancestor 
Speaks 
By LYN CLARK 

MILLERS FALLS - On the 
back cover of David Brule's latest 
book, Looking for Judah, appears 
the following: 

"On this genealogical adven
ture, our author encounters a close 
relative, a man of another race, 
and together they set out to find 
mutual ancestors that link them 
to the black slaves of a To1y pas
tor, to a Na1rngansett ti-ibal leader, 
to the elusive son of a prominent 
white frunily, and to an enderu·ing 
mixed-race grandmother who fi
nally brought them together." 

This "adventure" eventually 
led Brule to the home, still stand
ing, that his 10-generations-re
moved ancestor, Joseph Jeffrey, a 
Native American, built in what is 
now Charlestown, Rhode Island. 
Brule's book uses the vehicle of 
a family council to teach the fam
ily lore and oral histo1y from the 
mouths of the ancestors them
selves, which, while fictionalized, 
nevertheless remains true to the 
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Gary Higgins' 1973 album, 
legendary in certain circles. 

when someone first exalted Red 
Hash. In some ways, records are like 
memes, beu1g ti·anslnitted, like u1 the 
grune Telephone, whispered from 
one person to ru10ther. Their strength 
is dependent on the content itself, 
and also the coolness of the sender. 

Ben Chasny, a western Mass. res
ident who perfo1ms as Six Organs 
of Adinittance, is often credited as 
being behind the revival of Ga1y 
Higgins. In the way that Kmt Co
bain popularized Dailiel Johnston's 
outsider rock 'n roll and Nation of 
Ulysses' post-hru·dcore, the per
ceived sharpness of Chasny's acu
men and the influence of his taste 
lifted Higgins into the mainsti·eam. 

To some experts, the sound of 

see HIGGINS page B4 

following is an 
excerpt from the book, u1 which 
Joseph Jeffrey tells his story: 

Soon he appears, emerging 
from the shadm,vs near the wall. 
He moves to the family circle, 
stands in front of the hearth. He 
is tall, dignified, skin the color of 
mahogany, black hair cropped in 
the colonialfashion. He's wearing 
a rough-spun cotton shirt, a black 
waistcoat, long buckskin leggings, 
moccasins. He looks at each of us 
for long minutes, and then speaks: 

I run Joseph Jeffrey. I am proud 
that you are gathered here in my 
house, this house I built with my 
own hands for myself and my chil
dren in 1720. I am showing my
self to you because it is the 1-ight 
time for you to hear me, you are 
ready, and have come here to fi
nally meet me. I run proud to see 
you, my descendants unto even my 
7th great-grandsons, ten genera
tions of my blood line. There are 
those among you who are and will 

see ANCESTOR page B6 
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Pet 
Hi, I'm Ronald! I'm a ve1y friend

ly little guy. I love people, cats, and 
dogs. Really I like everything I've 
met so far, except for vacuums. 

As long as you keep them away, 
I'm happy as can be. I'm really cmi
ous and would love a new place to 
explore and search around. 

I like to play, and I'm ve1y easy 
to amuse. Toilet paper rolls are one 
of my favorite toys, and it always 
seems people have plenty of them 
around. I also like boxes that are safe 
for me to shred with hay inside! 

I like to sit on laps and enjoy 
feasting on dried apples - dried. 

If you are wonde1ing what a mini 
rex is, we are one of the most popular 
rabbit types in the USA. This is be
cause we are a small size, with plush 
fur, and very friendly personalities. 
We are ridiculously cute. Enough 
about me though, I'd love to learn 
more about you too. Please stop by 
Dakin and visit. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

''RONALD'' 

Senior Center Activities 
JANUARY 16 to 20 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Janua1y 16 through February 1: 

The Gill Montague Senior Center 
will be closed from Januaiy 17th 
through Februruy 1. 

The wo1k crew from the Frllllk
lin County House ofCo11'ection will 
be painting the Center's interior and 
refinishing the wood floors. Staff 
will still be available by voice mail 
at 863-9357 or by e-mail at COA@ 
montague-ma.gov. Please feel free 
to call if you have any questions. 

Monday, Wednesday, & Fri
day exercise classes (aerobics and 
chair) will be held at the Montague 
Elks begilllling on Wednesday, 
Janua1y 18th. All other programs 
are suspended until the Senior 
Center reopens. 

LEVERETT 
For infonnation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 

ERVING 
Eiving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 am. to 4 p m. 

for activities and congregate meals. 
Lunch is at 11 :30 am., with 

reservations required 2 days in 
advance. Call (413)-423-3649 for 
meal infonnation and rese1vations. 

For information, call Paula 
Betters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transpo1tation can 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. 

Call to confhm activities, sched
ule a ride, or fhld out about the next 
blood pressme clinic. 
Monday 1/16 CLOSED MLK 
Tuesday 1/17 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
11 :30 am. Homemade Lunch 
Friends' Business Meeting 
Wednesday 1/18 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo, Snacks & Laughs 
Thw·sday 1/19 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a m. Healthy Bones 
12:30 p.m. Crafty Seniors 
Friday 1/20 
9 a m. Quilting Workshop 
9:30 am. Bowling 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes VIilage Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

MCTV's movie of Pumpkinfest 2016 is fhlally here! 
Enjoy countless musical acts, interviews of folks in 
and out of costume, folks dancing on Avenue A, a pi
rates themed dance conceit, fire dancing, animal pup
pets, and of comse ... lots and lots of pumpkins! 

Relive the fun on montaguetv.org and check for it 
in our TV schedule in the weeks to come! 

Speaking of the TV schedule, here are some pro
grams to watch out for tliis weekend: 
Saturday, January 14: • Road to Recovery September 2016, 8:30 am. 
• Common People Concert: Michi Wianko, 6:30 a.m. • Franklin County Matters 2016, 9:30 am. 
• Democracy Now, 8 am. and 1 p.m. 
• Explore: The Arctic, 9:30 a.m. 
• Aladdin 6/4/16, 11 am. 

• Honoring Frank Abbondanzio, 11 a m. 
• Gill-Montague School District Mascot Forum: Lo
cal Perspective, 2:30 p.m. 

• It's a Wonderful Night in Turners Falls 2016, 3:30 
p.m. 

Sometliing going on you tliink others would like 
to see? Get in touch to learn how easy it is to use a 
camera and capture tlie moment. • Gill-Montague School District Mascot Forum: Local 

Perspective, 6 p.m. Contact us at (413) 863-9200, infomontaguetv@ 
gmail.com, or stop by 34 Second Street in Tmners 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p m., Monday through Friday. 
We'd love to work witli you! 

Sunday, Januruy 15: 
• Carlos W. Anderson: "God Inhabits Praise" 9/11/16, 
7:30 a.m. 
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Q. What is the leading cause of 
brain injuries? 

About 1.4 million people suffer a 
Tramnatic Brain Injmy (TBI) each 
year in the United States. Half of 
all TBls are caused by accidents in
volving automobiles, motorcycles, 
bicycles, and pedestrians. These ac
cidents ru·e the major cause of TBI 
in people under age 75. 

Falls cause the majority of TBls 
in people 75 and older; this group 
has the highest rates ofTBl-related 
hospitalizations and death. 

(A note to older people who 
suffer a blow to the head: If you 
ru·e taking a blood thinner such as 
Comnadin, get immediate attention 
from a healthcare provider to check 
for internal bleeding.) 

TBls fall into several categories: 
Concussion, which is an injmy 

produced by a violent blow or impact. 
A concussion is followed by a tem
poraiy, sometimes prolonged, loss of 
function. If you suffer a concussion, 
you may pass out, feel dazed and 
may lose vision, balance or memo1y 
for a while after the injmy. 

Contusion, which is a bruise 
of the brain. This means there is 
some bleeding in the brain, causing 
swelling. 

Skull fracture. Sometimes the 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Brain Injuries 
edges of broken skull bones cut 
into the brain and cause bleeding or 
other injmy. 

Hematoma, which is bleeding 
in the brain that collects and clots, 
fo1ming a bump. 

Symptoms of a serious head in
jmy may include: headaches, vom
iting, nausea, sleepiness, convul
sions, dilated pupils, slmTed speech, 
weakness or numbness in the rums 
or legs, loss of coordination, con
fusion, agitation, bloody or clear 
fluids emanating from ears or nose, 
blm1·ed vision or seeing double, diz
ziness, respirato1y failure, paralysis, 
slow pulse, ringing in the eai·s, inap
propriate emotional responses, and 
loss of bowel or bladder control. 

Anyone with signs of moderate 
or severe TBI should receive medi
cal attention as soon as possible. 
Because little can be done to reverse 
the initial brain damage caused by 
trauma, medical persollllel tty to 
stabilize an individual with TBI and 
focus on preventing furtlier injmy. 

Patients with mild to moderate 
injmies may receive skull and neck 
X-rays to check for bone fractures 
or spinal instability. For moder
ate to severe cases, tests such as a 
computerized tomography (CT) or a 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) 
scan are required. Approximately 
half of severely head-injmed pa
tients will need surge1y to remove 
or repair hematomas or contusions. 

Moderately to severely injured 
patients receive rehabilitation that 
involves individually tailored ti·eat
ment programs in the areas of phys
ical therapy, occupational therapy, 
speech/language therapy, physiat1y 

(physical medicine), psychology/ 
psychiahy, and social suppo1t. 

Treatment and outcome depend 
on the severity and location of the 
injmy, the patient's health and age, 
and the time it took to get the proper 
medical ti·eatment. Healing of the 
brain takes time and a lot of rest. 

After an injmy, about 40 percent 
of TB I patients suffer from postcon
cussion syndrome (PCS). Symp
toms include headache, ve1tigo, 
memory problems, ti·ouble concen
ti·ating, sleeping problems, restless
ness, initability, apathy, depression, 
and anxiety. These symptoms may 
last for a few weeks after the head 
injmy. Treatment for PCS may in
clude dmgs and therapy. 

Many TBI patients have senso1y 
problems, especially problems with 
vision. Also, TBI patients often 
have difficulty with hand-eye co
ordination. Other senso1y deficits 
may include problems with hearing, 
smell, taste, or touch. Some TBI pa
tients develop tinnitus, a ringing or 
roaring in the ears. Language and 
communication problems are com
mon disabilities in TBI patients. 

Most TBI patients have emo
tional or behavioral problems that 
fit under the broad catego1y of psy
chiati-ic health. 

In addition to the immediate 
post-injmy complications, other 
long-term problems can develop af
ter a TBI. These include Parkinson's 
disease and other motor problems, 
Alzheimer's disease, and post-trau
matic dementia. 

Send questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

DOLAN & DOLAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Free Mobile App 
with Mobile Check Deposit! 

GREEN FIELD~ NORTHAMPTON 
Cooperauve Bank ~ Cooperative Bank~==-

(J 
Avenue A, Tu, ners Falb I 413-512-5012 

BestlocalBank.com @ MEMBER FDIC 
'= MEMBER Slf 

~ 
POWER TOWN 

APARTMENTS 
1 ~:? AvPnuP A -TurnPr~ Fall~. MA - 01376 

(413) 863-9433 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR SECTION 8 APARTMENT HOMES 

1-2-3 BEDROOMS , ~ 
Shannon Madigan - Property Manager (5 1.5J 
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149 3RD ST TURNERS F"ALLS I 413·282-8758 

PLAYGROUNDSKATEBOARDING.COM 

Saturday at the Full Moon Coffeehouse: 

The Slik Pickers and The Green Sisters! 

WENDELL- Come to the Full 
Moon Coffeehouse this Saturday, 
January 14 for bluegrass and more! 
Benefit for Wendell Old Home Day. 

Good music and good food 
brought the Slik Pickers together 
- playing endless joyful hours at 
festivals, their music is influenced 
by folk, blues and Bluegrass. 

They typically play in a small cir
cle, weaving rhythms and melodies 
into soulful songs (with some extra 
laughter and sto1ytelling thrown in). 
They play to have a good time. 

Growing up on a faim, four 
sisters spent many hours singing 

to pass the time, and in 2015 they 
formed The Green Sisters to keep 
the music and love alive. 

Their harmonies blend with ease 
over simple melodies on acoustic 
instrnments (which they often swap 
amongst themselves). Selections 
range in genre and age from 1950s 
barbershop to folk, Celtic, old
timey, and today's originals. 

The Full Moon Coffeehouse 
takes place at the Wendell Town 
Hall. Sliding scale donation: $6 to 
$15. Door opens at 7:30 p.m. For 
more info, contact (978) 544-5557 
or see .v.vw.wendellfullmoon.org. 

Winter Fun, Accessible to All! 

WENDELL - If you or a loved 
one have a disability and would like 
tony accessible snowshoeing, kick
sledding, or sitting cross-counny 
skiing, now is your chance! 

DCR's Universal Access Program 
is dedicated to providing outdoor 
recreation opportunities in Massa
chusetts State Parks for visitors of all 
abilities. Accessibility to Massachu
setts State Parks is achieved through 
site improvements, specialized adap
tive recreation equipment, and ac
cessible recreation programs. 

This winter, join us for acces-

MOVIE REVIEW: 

sible snowshoeing, kicksledding, 
sit cross-counhy skiing, sled skat
ing, and snowmobile rides (condi
tions pe1mitting) at Wendell State 
Forest. lnshuction, adaptive equip
ment, and assistance provided free 
of charge. There is a wanning hut at 
the program site. 

Call All Out Adventures at ( 413) 
584-2052 to sign up. For more in
formation, email info@alloutad
ventures.org. 

Every Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., from Januaiy 14 through 
Febrnary 25. 

Collateral Beauty (2016) 
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

I decided to see Collateral Beauty 
in theaters because the preview for 
the movie looked good. I wondered 
whether there would be a twist in 
it, like there was in another movie I 
once saw in theaters. 

The sto1y consists of a man 
named Howard Inlet, played by Will 
Sinith, who has lost a child. He's a 
mess and his adve1tising company is 
barely holding itself together. Three 

of his co-workers develop a plan to 
save the company. 

Since the loss of his child, How
ard has been questioning Time, 
Love and Death, through letters to 
them. So they hire three actors to 
play these things, so it seems like 
they are answering him. 

When this struts to happen, he 
sta1ts to talk to a woman who rnns a 
grief suppo1t group. 

Ironically, the actors end up help
ing Howard's co-workers deal with 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Asportation; Loose Boxer; Icy Spots; 
Neighbors' Pets Pester Callers, Callers' Pets 

Sunday, 1/1 
1;:58 a.m. Officer located a 
motor vehicle occupied by 
two parties parked by the 
basketball court at Shef
field Elementary School. 
Officer states female will 
be driving vehicle away; 
male party is intoxicated. 

[Section of police log cover
ing rest of January 1 miss
ing.from document provided 
upon request.] 

Monday, 1/z 
10:10 a.m. Report of 
loose brown dog on Cen
ter Street; dog is on call
er's property and is caus
ing caller's dogs to bark 
inside his house. Animal 
control officer off today; 
MPD officer located own
er, who retrieved his dog. 
3:20 p.m. Walk-in reports 
seeing black smoke com
ing from the chimney at 
the Montague Water Pol
lution Control Facility. 
Spoke to on-call person 
for treatment plant, who 
advised this is a known 
problem due to an older 
furnace. Not a concern at 
this time. 
3:1; 1 p.m. Employee from 
Food City reports he saw 
an older white male stick a 
bottle of wine in his jacket. 
A Gill resident was issued 
a summons for shoplifting 
by asportation. 
6:15 p.m. Caller from K 
Street reports that a male 
and female who are not on 
the lease have been stay
ing in the apartment he 
lives in and won't leave. 
They are also threatening 
to harm him. Officers out 
on K Street report that 
two parties have packed 
up and left the apartment 
without incident. 
Tuesday, 1/s 
9:53 a.m. Officer came 
upon a vehicle off the 
road on Ferry Road; re
questing a tow truck. 
Requesting DPW to re
spond to treat icy road. 
DPW notified and en 
route with a sander. Tow 
company pulled vehicle 
out; operator driving ve
hicle home. 
12:1;6 p.m. Caller from 
Dell Street reporting 
that overnight his vehicle 
was broken into and his 
wallet stolen. 

1<: 13 p.m. Caller from 
Fifth Street states that 
her neighbor's cat is never 
brought in by the owner 
and is always outside of 
her door looking to come 
m. The caller has a cat 
who is becoming agitated 
by the fact that the neigh
bor's cat is outside their 
door. Copy of call left for 
animal control officer, who 
is out of town. 
1<:21 p.m. Mail clerk stating 
that there is a full grown 
boxer running loose with 
no collar in the area of the 
Lake Pleasant post office. 
Animal control officer is 
out of town; officers out 
to search area. 
6:10 p.m. Walk-in states 
that tobacco boards were 
stolen from his barn on 
Meadow Road. Report 
taken. 
7 :09 p.m. Radio transmis
sion from control stating 
that at East Main Street, 
a train brushed and hit a 
black sedan that took off 
down Route 2; unknown 
plate. Units clear; no inju
ries; car was able to drive 
off on its own. Accident 
number assigned and in
volved train engine iden
tified. 
9:1;1; p.m. Caller from K 
Street states that he just 
returned home and his 
home was broken into. 
Bed frame and coffee table 
are smashed; other big 
items are overturned and 
broken; one or more items 
stolen. Caller believes that 
this was caused by par
ties who were involved in 
a disagreement last night 
that resulted in their being 
removed by police. Apart
ment secure; units clear; 
incident number assigned. 
Wednesday, 1 / 4 

12:07 a.m. Caller from 
Third Street reporting 
loud music from apartment 
across street. Officers en 
route. Same caller reports 
that music has been shut 
off. Officers cancelled. 
12:53 p.m. Box alarm at 
Farren Care Center re
ceived through alarm 
system. Employee called 
saying it was an accidental 
trip of the alarm in the di
etary section. 
2:50 p.m. Report of a dis
abled tractor trailer in the 
intersection of Avenue A 

and Third Street. Officer 
requesting Roseledge for 
a tow. Roseledge on scene; 
truck moved; units clear. 
5:31 p.m. Caller states 
that a male party is lean
ing over the railing of the 
Canal Street bridge. Area 
checked; negative findings. 
7:1;9 p.m. Officer calling 
out DPW to address icy 
spots all over town. 
8:21 p.m. Caller states 
that a raccoon that was 
hit on Greenfield Road is 
still alive and appears to 
be suffering. Officer en 
route; animal located and 
handled as needed. 
9:20 p.m. Caller states that 
the bars by the track at the 
Lake Pleasant train trestle 
are down and flashing, but 
he has been waiting for 10 

minutes, and nothing has 
come. Caller states that 
he got out of his vehicle, 
looked down the tracks, 
and cannot see anything 
in the distance. Pan Am 
contacted; they will have 
someone come out to take 
care of it. 
Thursday, 1 / 5 
11 :1;8 a.m. 911 misdial; 
mother came on the line 
advising that her child was 
playing with the phone. 
No noise of concern was 
heard in the background. 
Officer advised. Confirmed 
misdial. 
1<:20 p.m. Caller states that 
an employee at Judd Wire 
became verbally violent 
and threatened another 
employee, then took off. 
Request for officer to es
cort employee that was 
threatened out. Officer 
made contact with other 
half of situation and ad
vised him of his employ
er's request to stay off the 
property. 
5:28 p.m. Two-car motor 
vehicle accident on Mon
tague Street. TFFD and 
MedCare en route. Officer 
confirming no injuries, but 
officer requesting to keep 
MedCare en route due to 
airbag deployment. 
6:33 p.m. Caller states that 
three or four black males 
surrounded him in a back 
parking lot on L Street. 
One of the males asked 
him if he had a problem 
and [redacted]. Downtown 
area searched; negative 
findings. 

issues that are related to the paits 
they are playing. The actors' help 
ends up working for Howard and his 
co-workers. The company is saved, 
which is the effect they desired. 

actors were helping out ve1y well 
with both the situation with the 
ad company and problems the co
workers were having. 

But about that twist I wondered 
about. The woman from the support 
group is not some stranger. It's a ve1y 
good twist that is featured in film. 

Also look for one of the actors at 
a very unexpected time. The scene 
is ve1y surprising to see on the 
screen, and it makes the film ve1y 
good. During that scene, if you lis
ten ve1y carefully to the words the 
actor says, you will know where the 
title came from. 

At one point, it seems that these 

But I didn't say for ce1tain 
they were just actors. It's like the 
twist I mentioned with the woman 
from the grief support group: As 
for those actors not being actors, 
watch the scene at the end with 
close attention. Once you see that 
one scene, you will get the idea 
of what they ai·e. You could call it 
another little twist that happens in 
the movie. 

The movie was just a pleasant sur
prise, and ve1y enjoyable to watch. 

6:1;1; p.m. Caller from Solar 
Avenue states that a near
by home lets their Rott
weiler out without a leash. 
Caller states that the dog 
is extremely friendly and 
tends to join him and his 
dogs on their walk. Caller 
would like animal control 
officer advised and owner 
of Rottweiler fined due 
to leash laws in order to 
"teach him a lesson." Call 
left in ACO's mailbox. 
Friday, 1/6 

2:12 p.m. Report of a dark 
object m the nver that 
the caller believed was in 
distress. Caller speculated 
that it may have been a 
dog or a deer struggling 
to come ashore. TFFD 
and officer advised. TFFD 
checked area and could not 
locate any people or ani
mals in distress. 
7:21; p.m. Report of brush 
fire in area of Green Pond 
Road. TFFD advises that 
this 1s the new location 
for the Ramblers Club 
and that they called in a 
cooking fire earlier this 
evening. TFFD confirmed 
that the flames were from 
the permitted fire and the 
fire is under control. No 
further services needed. 
8:31 p.m. Report from 
Park Street of a dog that 
has been outside without 
shelter for approximately 
three hours. Caller ad
vises that all the lights in 
the house are off, so she 
does not believe anyone 
1s home. Officers spoke 
with owner, who has two 
adult dogs and one puppy 
and advised only one of 
the dogs was outside and 
it was out for only 10 min
utes. Owner advised of 
new dog laws. 
Saturday, 1/"l' 

3:59 p.m. Caller reporting 
that there is a dog tied to 
a silver car in the parking 
lot outside of Rite Aid. 
The dog is howling and 
covered in snow; appears 
to be in distress. Officer 
spoke with vehicle owner, 
who did not realize that 
the dog had gotten out of 
the car; she unknowingly 
closed the door on his leash 
when she left, trapping 
the dog outside of the car. 
Another person made her 
aware of the problem, and 
she came right out. 
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An audience of a thousand third graders at the Cherry Bkrsom Festival 
in Macon, Georgia express ho111 much thry love Jack Golden's show. 

GOLDEN from page B1 

he continued, "I became obsessed 
with the art of juggling. It got so 
that I would talk on the phone and 
be juggling at the same time. Peter 
suggested that I go to Maine and 
study physical theater, which in
cluded, among many other things, 
the art of mime." 

Jack called the world famous 
mime master and stage director 
Tony Montanaro. It was a fo1tuitous 
phone call. "Tony said he was sta1t
ing a three-month workshop and 
told me 'to come on up."' Montan
aro invented the classic mime illu
sion known as The Wall. 

"Studying with Tony changed my 
life," said Jack. "He made me real
ize how serious this work was and 
how much I would have to commit 
to it. I've had many influences in 
my career, but Tony taught me so 
many lessons as a teacher and as a 
wise person. In effect, he was teach
ing a philosophy of living." 

His professional days began as 
a pe1fo1mer on the New England 
vaudeville circuit. Next, he be
came affiliated with the world fa
mous Pickle Family Circus of San 
Francisco where, as lead clown, he 
mimed and juggled at venues such 
as the fabled Palace of Fine Alts in 
the troupe's hometown. 

In 1986, Jack sta1ted a new 
vaudeville group, the Wright Broth-

ers. "At first, the five ofus performed 
in schools, then in theaters and fes
tivals. Teachers would approach us 
after shows and tell us how hard it 
was to keep the kids' attention in a 
classroom for 45 minutes but that 
'you're able to get rapt attention for 
45 minutes because you do all this 
fun stuff."' 

They played at places such as 
Lincoln Center in New York City 
and the Annenberg Center in Phila
delphia. The 63-year-old Leyden 
resident looks back at these times 
whimsically. 

"We were very good onstage," he 
chuckled, "but we needed counseling 
to figure out where we should have 
lunch. We were just like a rock band. 
I left the group in 1989 to go on my 
own and develop an educational em
phasis with my pe1formances. 

"If I could only write a show 
that was just as much fun as it was 
educational! I already had a clown 
routine about a janitor who tries to 
throw out a piece of paper in a trash 
can that keeps coming back out of 
the receptacle. I realized that was a 
metaphor for our solid waste pro
gram: Even after we've thrown out 
our garbage, it doesn't go away. I 
started to write a show on this, and 
the show became very successful." 

Highly talented, Jack Golden 
is a master of physicality. Among 
many other skills, he can balance 

''Stories of Green Burial'' 
at Greenfield Library 

GREENFIELD - The Green
field Libra1y will host "Stories of 
Green Burial" on Saturday, Janua1y 
14, at 10 am. The sponsors of the 
talk, Green Burial Massachusetts 
and Mount Grace Land Conserva
tion Tmst, are working together to 
establish Massachusetts' first green 
cemete1y open to all. 

Leigh Youngblood, of Mount 

Grace, and Carol Coan, of Green 
Burial Massachusetts, will lead the 
discussion and will be joined by 
other local speakers. 

Learn from people who have 
conducted green burials for mem
bers of their family or community. 
Explore the possibility of donating 
or selling your land to help establish 
a natural burial ground. Come with 
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a ladder on his chin, walk on a 
large fiberglass ball, juggle fire and 
knives, and go down imagina1y 
stairs and elevators. 

"I feel ve1y fo1tunate to be doing 
what I love. It fulfills me as a person 
and contributes to the world in a pos
itive manner. I do juggling, magic, 
humor, jokes, and rap songs. But I'm 
also talking about ve1y serious issues 
that affect all of us - like solid waste, 
water conse1vation, and pollution." 
The charismatic perfo1mer stresses 
that all the information he impa1ts in 
his show is scientific fact. 

In addition, Golden's repertoire 
includes dramatic theater pieces. 
He's written a new piece based on 
his relationship with an old friend 
who died a decade ago. "Mister 
Leighton" is the name of the work, 
which he pe1fo1med at the Holi
day Vaudeville Festival last month 
at the Shea Theater. Jack also ap
peared in the role of Antigonus in 
Shakespeare's "A Winter's Tale" 
performed at the Alts Block. 

The recipient of many awards 
over the years, the versatile enter
tainer was featured on the cover 
of the Weekly Reader, the national 
student magazine. Jack Golden 
was also the subject of a broadcast 
of Charles Osgood's "The Osgood 
Files" on CBS Radio. 

As an ente1tainer, Jack has come 
full circle from student to teacher. 
He gives lessons in physical comedy 
and improvisation at his own studio 
in Greenfield. He's also taught at the 
New England Center for Circus A1ts 
in Brattleboro and is offering a class 
in physical comedy and improv 
on a credit-free basis at Greenfield 
Community College. 

Golden's wife, Lisa, works at 
the Food Bank of Western Mass. in 
Hatfield. 

To reach Jack Golden, you may 
write him at PO. Box 933, Green-

field, MA OJ 301 or call him i■■..,. 
at (413) 774-3563. !I 

your questions and curiosity. 
"Many people have expressed an 

interest in being buried as simply as 
possible and yet natural burial is not 
available for most Massachusetts 
residents," explains Coan. "Increas
ingly, people want to forego the 
features of a conventional burial, 
including an expensive casket, ce
ment grave liner and granite head
stone. We believe that if someone 
wants to be buried in a plain pine 
box or wrapped in a shroud and 
placed directly into the ground, they 
should be given that choice." 

Mount Grace is currently as
sessing suitable land for a green 
cemete1y. A prope1ty would need to 
have a 1ninimum of IO acres that are 
diy, have less than a 15% grade, and 
have easy access to a road. 

"We see this as a way to combine 
land conse1vation with the com
munity's expressed desire for more 
natural burials," adds Jay Rasku, 
Community Conservation Director 
at Mount Grace. "With this project, 
we can provide those who choose 
natural burials the opportunity to 
use their final act to protect the natu
ral world and inspire future genera
tions to make respectful use of it." 

The program is free and open to 
the public and refreshments will be 
se1ved. The libra1y is located at 402 
Main Street. 

If you know of a possible site for 
a green cemete1y in eastern Frank
lin County or the North Quabbin 
region, please email rasku@mount
grace.org. 

HIGGINS from page B1 

DIY and private press recordings is 
a sign of authenticity of expression. 
To these audionauts, an absence of 
music indushy involvement makes 
the album an object that is a pure 
extension of the writer's creativity 
and self. 

Johan Kugelberg, author of a 
book on private press albums titled 
Enjoy the Experience, discusses 
this scene: "There was a bit of a 
network of private press fan-boys 
motivated ultimately by those holy 
moments of pure human expres
sion that are much more common 
on privately released records than 
on mainstream releases." 

"All of these records are aiti
facts that represent a living person's 
dreams and aspirations at a point in 
time," his co-author, Michael P. Dal
ey, elaborates. "So even when they 
are bad, or silly, or downright baf
fling, their greatness is realized when 
it sti·ikes you that this is all ve1y real, 
that the LP is the c1ystallization of a 
time and place in the past." 

The st01y of Red Hash, being re
corded immediately prior to being 
locked up, fits this aesthetic perfectly 
- it was not just any moment in time, 
but, to Higgins, a ve1y important one, 
with en01mous emotional value. 

While we don't know the genesis 
of Higgins' comeback, we do know 
that a watershed moment occuffed 
in Boston in the late 1990s. At the 
time, Robe1t Thomas, member of 
the band Sunbwned Hand of the 
Man and cmTent Easthampton resi
dent, was living in a Charlestown 
warehouse, originally a Civil War
era coffin facto1y. 

Thomas was employed at Chea
po Records, the Cambridge record 
store where he worked for 18 years. 
He owns, according to his own es
timate, "five or six thousand re
cords." One day in 1997 his friend 
Geoff Gmnkmeyer, of the Boston 
band Peppermint Seahorse, gave 
him a record to listen to. That re
cord was Red Hash. 

That same day, the No-Neck 
Blues Band an-ived from New York 
to play at his house. Keith Conolly, a 
member of the band, gave Thomas a 
tape. Of the two albwns on the tape, 
one was Red Hash. That same week, 
Thomas found a copy of Red Hash 
at Looney Tunes Records in Cain
bridge, and purchased it for $3. 

Then, early in 1998, an entire box 
of unopened copies of Red Hash ar
rived at Looney Tunes. According 
to Thomas, the owner of a record 
distribution company possessing 
the albums had been institutional
ized, and the company's records had 
been di·opped off at the store. Also 
included in this trove were four 
copies of a Hicko1y Wind record 
that at one point retailed for $1,000. 
Thomas bought fifteen of the Red 
Hash albums, but passed over the 
still-unknown Hicko1y Wind. 

From this bonanza and/or mo
ment offertilization, Josh Burkett of 
Myste1y Train Records in Amherst 
acquired the record, and played it 
for Ben Chasny. Years later, after 
Drag City's reissue, Thomas finally 
met Higgins at a show in Boston. 
He wanted Higgins to understand 
the unlikely series of prodigious 
events that had led up to their meet
ing. "I tried to explain all this weird 
stuff," he says, "but maybe I was 
too dmnk." 

With the popularity of psych 
music today, musicians and fans 
are searching for the elders of the 
genre, those playing psychedelic 
music back in the '60s and '70s, to 
forge a bond ofhisto1y and continu
ity. Altists like Michael Hurley have 
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enjoyed a surge of interest dm-ing 
the past decade, while others, like 
Vashti Bunyan, were rescued from 
historical oblivion. The Acid Ar
chives, published in 2006 by Pah-ick 
Lundborg, obsessively catalogs and 
reviews 4,000 underground albums 
from 1965 to 1982, and was a major 
touchstone for renewed interest in 
psych rock. 

"It was one of those Acid Ar
chives records that probably not 
too many people had," remembers 
Shallllon Ketch of the Turners Falls
based band Bunwinkies. "Back 
in the early 2000s, you could find 
these albmns from a link off of the 
Acid Archives web page. That was 
a great reference source for weird 
records that went mostly unnoticed, 
or private press records that no one 
knew about." 

While Higgins' music today is 
often desc11bed as psychedelic, he 
did not consider it that while writing 
"Red Hash" back in the early 1970s. 
Discussing today's take on his work, 
he explains: "I never looked at it 
like that. I wasn't haimed by it. I'd 
say it was folk-rock." 

People collect records for differ
ent reasons. One va11ety of record 
collector is like the archaeologist 
in the lost temple. Adventure, dis
cove1y, interest in the exotic and 
obscure, and the di·eam of personal 
gain are motivators for these sonic 
explorers. Obscm-ity and myth were 
ath-ibutes of Red Hash that appealed 
to the ear of this type of collector. 

Until Ga1y Higgins came for
ward in 2004, the mythology sug
gested that the entirety of Red Hash 
was recorded while Higgins, the 
mai·ijuana maityr, was in prison. 
Copies of newspaper a1ticles about 
the h-ial were included in the sleeve 
of the original pressing, along with 
mysterious bumper stickers por
tentously proclaiming that "Red 
Hash Is Coming." 

While Red Hash was gaining 
popula11ty in the underground, 
Higgins was essentially a missing 
person; he could not speak for the 
record. Its obscm-ity gave it a pure 
and m1tainished quality, one that 
others could use as an empty canvas 
for their own stories and values - or 
as foundational for a contempora1y 
revival of psych music. 

Obscurity is the quality that makes 
a record a diamond in the rough. 
"Hard-core record-collector guys," 
explains Thomas, "ai·e always look
ing for something totally obscure. 
Eve1yone wants to discover someone 
classic." It is this process that can 
produce en01mous economic value 
- transfonning a $3 bargain-bin re
cord into a classic that 1-ight now is 
on eBay for $425. "The visiona1y re
cord collectors would find someone, 
and kind of name their own price," 
says Thomas. "It was hard to deter-
1nine tl1eir distribution." 

Since the 2005 reissue of Red 
Hash, Higgins has put out two 
more albmns on Drag City, one of 
new mate11al. He continues to write 
songs and play shows. Searching 
for meaning beneath the phenom
enon of his rediscove1y, he may be 
expressing a feeling that underlies 
human life generally: "It seemed 
so bizaffe that it could be hue, but 
then, things kept happening." 

Higgins will perfonn as a duo 
with his son Graham. Opening for 
them will be the Austerlitz, NY. 
based Pigeons, the Star Wars fran
chise-like Sunburned Hand of the 
Man, and Frozen Corn. All ages, 
substance free space; doors 
at 8 p.rn. Suggested dona- II 
lion $10. . 
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La iglesia cat61ica como santuario: Noticias del 
Entrevista al padre Sean O'Mannion, 
de Nuestra Sra. de Czestochowa 

El padre Sean O 'Mannion. 

Por VICTORIA MAILLO 

TURNERS FALLS - Hace unas 
semanas se empezo a hablar de la 
posibilidad de que las iglesias ca
tolicas ejercieran como santuarios 
para acoger indocmnentados y re
fugiados. Habiendo oido hablar de 
esto decidi pone1me en contacto 
con el Padre O'Mannion, de la pa-
1rnquia de Nuestra Sra. de Czesto
chowa en Turners Falls. 

Contacte con el a traves de Fa
cebook, y esto me hizo pensar que 
la iglesia se estaba adaptando a los 
nuevos tiempos. Amablemente me 
invito a su casa, que se encuentra 
al lado de la iglesia y tuvimos m1a 
lai·ga charla en espaiiol. 

Cuando me dirigia a su casa me 
encontre en eljardin de la iglesia ve
cina, Nuestra Sra. de la Paz, m1 ca1tel 
en ingles que decia: "Inmigrantes y 
rejugiados son bienvenidos ". Esto 
alimento mi esperanza mientras me 
dirigia hacia lo alto de la colina. 

El padre O'Mannion me recibio 
en m1a casa antigua que se encuentra 
al lado de la iglesia. A cualquier lu
gar al que dirigia mi mirada, me en
contraba con una imagen religiosa, 
ya fuera en fo1ma de cuadro, peque
iia estatua o calendai'io. Pasainos al 
salon decorado con un arbol de Na
vidad del cual colgaba mia imagen 
de la Vugen de Guadalupe, como no 
podia ser menos, debido a su 01-igen. 

La vida del padre O 'Mannion 
esta Bena de mudanzas y cainbios 
del destino. Sean O'Mannion nacio 
en NYC, y despues de que sus pa
dres se divorciasen, se mudo a los 
siete ai1os a Me11da en el Yucatan 
mexicano de donde era su madre. 
Cuando llego a Mexico no podia 
hablai· ingles, ya que habia cursado 

los dos primeros aiios de la escuela 
p11maria en Brooklyn. Asi pues, fue 
una inmersion total, ya que ningu
no de sus profesores o compaiieros 
hablaba ingles, aunque su madre y 
su abuela le hablasen siempre en 
espaiiol. 

De madre mexicana y padre ir
landes, Sean O'Mannion no nacio 
catolico. Su padre irlandes era ca
tolico, pero no practicante. Su ma
dre, aunque nacida en NYC, volvio 
de nifia a Mexico al morir su padre. 
Alli, la abuela de Sean volvio a ca
sai·se con un coronel exiliado espa
iiol que habia luchado del !ado repu
blicano y que pe1tenecia a la Iglesia 
Adventista del Septimo Dia. 

Hasta los 16 aiios estuvo en Gua
dalajai-a, y despues volvio a los Es
tados Unidos, concretamente a Los 
Angeles, en los aiios 80. Alli tomo 
paite en la sub cultma del punk
rock que estaba en auge en aque
lla epoca. En el aiio 88 se mudo de 
nuevo a NYC para trabajai· en Man
hattan con la compaiiia espaiiola de 
mantas Mora que tenia su sede en la 
Quinta Avenida. 

En aquellos afios Mora vendia 
sus productos en grandes cantida
des para comercios como K-Mait o 
Tai·get y la orden de compra minima 
era de m1 millon de dolai·es. Cuando 
Mora empezo a atravesai· problemas, 
se trnslado con la oficina a Fraining
ham, cerca de Boston. 

Dejo la compaiiia de mantas 
Moray empezo a trabajar en la Uni
versidad de Tufts, cerca de Boston. 
Mas tarde, empezo sus estudios en 
la Universidad de Massachusetts en 
Amherst donde cmso m1a licencia
tma y m1 master en frances. 

Su periplo religioso empezo en 
la orden de los Jesuitas. Primero 

en una mision Wyoming, trabajan
do con los nativos aine11canos en 
la reserva y mas tarde para estu
diai· con la Compai1ia de Jes(1s en 
Salainanca y en Roma. El padre 
O'Mannion compartio conmigo 
que los Jesuitas lucharon en favor 
de los nativo americanos para que 
pudieran volver a celebrai· la danza 
del sol, ceremonia importantisima 
dentro de sus tradiciones. 

Cuando estaba estudiando en 
Salainanca echaba de menos Mas
sachusetts, estado que el padre 
O'Mannion considera su casa, y 
paseando por la Plaza Mayor de 
esa ciudad castellana, encontro un 
ambientador para auto hecho en 
Yankee Candle. Hechos como este 
ayudaron a sopo1tai· su "mon'iiia" 
de Massachusetts. 

Mas adelai1te se fue de la Com
paiiia de Jes(1s porque los conside
raba demasiado liberales, am1que 
me confeso que siempre se1ia Je
suita en su corazon. Alli en la com
paiiia aprendio latin, una de sus 
pasiones, ya que cree que las tra
ducciones a otras lenguas pueden 
sufrir cainbios impo1tai1tes. El pa
dre O'Mannion es pa1tidai·io de la 
litmgia en latin ya que lo considera 
la lengua oficial de la iglesia. 

Hablamos un poco sobre el Papa 
Francisco y como la iglesia Catoli
ca cambia bajo cada pontifice, aun
que realmente la celula central de la 
iglesia es la pa1rnquia y el Vaticano 
se imniscuye poco en la vida diai'ia 
de las diocesis. 

Tainbien discutimos acerca de la 
iglesia catolica en Esta.dos Unidos. 
O'Mannoy me conto que la iglesia 
catolica llego a Estados Unidos en 
una atmosfera anticatolica. Los pri
meros inmigrantes catolicos que lle
gai·on fueron los irlandeses que eran 
ridiculizados y estigmatizados por su 
poco bagaje cultural. 

Este clima provoco incluso la 
quema de iglesias catolicas. Asi mis
mo, el presidente Kem1edy tuvo que 
fumar un documento diciendo que 
no iba a ser m1 titere del Vaticai10 du
rante su mandato. 

Le hice al padre Seai1 la pregun
ta que me habia llevado hasta alli, 
su opinion sobre la posibilidad de 
que las iglesias catolicas pudiesen 
ser consideradas como santuarios. 
Su opinion es que el edificio de 
la iglesia es propiedad de la dio
cesis de Springfield, y el padre 
O'Mannion cree que el obispo de 
Springfield no pondria ning(m pro
blema en considerarlo. 

El padre O 'Mannion me confiesa 
que durante el gobierno de Obaina 
ha visto muchas depo1taciones de 
ciudadanos centroaine11canos, es
pecialmente en la zona de Amherst. 
Esta a favor de m1a ainnistia como la 
que hizo Bush o de un programa de 
braceros que pe1mita que los traba
jadores vengan a trabajar legalmen
te y regresen a su pais. 

El Padre Sean conoce de cerca 
este tema puesto que celebra misa 
en la carcel de Greenfield y muchos 
de los internos son indocumentados 

Mundo Hispano 
Por VICTORIA MAILLO 

Argentina 
El gobiemo argentino decidio 

suspender la aplicacion de reten
ciones arancelai'ias a las expo1ta
ciones de petroleo y sus deriva
dos. Estas medidas se iniciai·on 
durante la ci'isis politica y social 
que tuvo lugai· en el 2001. 

El actual presidente, Macri, 
perteneciente al partido de cen
troderecha esta intentando esta
bilizar la economia con medidas 
como esta. 

Bolivia 
El presidente Evo Morales esta 

pensando convocar m1 referendum 
acerca de la posibilidad de estable
cer la cadena perpetua como pena 
contra los agresores sexuales que 
cometan delitos contra menores. 
El establecimiento de este tipo de 
sancion lleva1ia consigo una re
fo1ma constitucional. 

Colombia 
El gobiemo colombiano ha pe

dido a la Orgailizacion de Nacio
nes Unidas que mantenga su neu
tralidad en la vei'ificacion del alto 
al fuego con un giupo guen'illero 
de las FARC (Fuerzas Almadas 
Revoluciona11as de Colombia). 

Esta protestada presentada en 
fo1ma de cruta a Jeffrey Feltman, 
secretario general adjtmto para 
Asuntos Politicos, llega despues 
de que se publicru·a un video de al
gunos observadores bailando con 
excombatientes de las FARC en la 
celebracion de la Nochevieja. 

Cuba 
El gobiemo cubano anuncio 

la pasada semana un acuerdo 
historico para vender carbon ve
getal a una empresa de los Esta
dos Unidos. Esta seria la primera 
exportacion cubana despues de 
50 aiios en que estas se conside
raban ilegales. 

La venta supone solamente 
tmos 17 .000 dolai·es, pero tiene 
tm gi·an simbolismo en estos mo
mentos en que las relaciones entre 
La Habana y Washington pueden 
estai· en la cuerda floja. 

Ecuador 
El 25,4 % de los jovenes en 

Ecuador son ninis, es decir, ni es
tudian, 1li trabajan. Chimborazo y 
Santa Elena son las dos provin
cias con un porcentaje mas alto de 
jovenes que no ban te1minado el 
bachillerato. 

que estan alli por delitos menores y 
esperando su depo1tacion. 

Ha intercedido tambien en ca.sos 
de acusaciones mas gi·aves, como 
por ejemplo, en un caso de un feli
gres acusado de asesinato. El padre 
O'Mamlion le regalo al acusado una 
imagen de Santo Tomas Moro que 
el cree muy milagroso. En la (Iltima 
vista cainbiaron los cargos de asesi-
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Latinoamerica. 

Espana 
Prosiguen las investigaciones 

en tomo a Jose Ramirez el espa
iiol creador de la moneda viitual 
Unete y que era la base de una 
estafa piramidal. Los ingresos 
proveuian no solainente de Espa
na, sino tambien de otros paises 
como Ecuador, Panama, Colom
bia y Republica Dominicana. 

Raiuirez entro en pi'ision pro
visional, pero ahora mismo se en
cuentra en libe1tad condicional. 

Guatemala 
La cadena de television U1livi

sion localizo en Miaini a EI'ick AI·
chila, profugo de la justicia guate
malteca por conupcion. El exmi
nistro vivia en tma zona exclusiva 
de dicha ciudad y fue descubierto 
por la cadena que realizaba tm re
po1taje de investigacion. 

Mexico 
La planta de Ford en el esta

do de San Luis Potosi se ha con
vertido en una planta fantasma 
despues de que Donald Tnunp 
criticase a la fuma de autos es
tadounidense por sus operacio
nes en Mexico. Trnmp trunbien 
amenazo a la japonesa Toyota 
con un impuesto de frontera en 
el caso de autos vendidos a los 
Estados Unidos fabricados en 
Mexico. En el estado de San 
Luis Potosi la industi'ia depende 
un 70% del sector del motor. 

El Salvador 
En la madrngada del domingo 

8 de enero tuvo lugar un seismo 
de magnitud 4.1 en la escala de 
Richter. El epicenti·o del movi
miento sismico se localizo frente 
al estado de Sonsanate, en el Pa
cifico salvadorefio. El seismo no 
causo victiinas, solainente algu
nos dai1os mate11ales. 

Fuente: Agencia Reuters. 

nato en p11mer grado a defensa pro
pia y el acusado quedo libre. 

El padre O 'Mfillllion espera que 
al celebrar misa en espaiiol los sa
bados por la tarde, aumente el nu
mero de feligreses de origen hispa
no. Como buen mexicano sabe que 
compaitir la misma lengua, ti·adi
ciones culturales y gastrono1uia es 
la llave pai·a conseguirlo. 
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TFHS SPORTS from page B1 

to the Southwick Rams 35-15. The 
Lady Indians finally hit their stride to 
recover from a poor first half. 

Maddy Chmyzinski led the Tribe 
with 7 points, and Kylie Fleming put 
up 5 in the loss. Aliyah Sanders, Hai
ley Bogusz and Dabney Rollins each 
sank free shots. 

On Tuesday, Janruuy 10, the team 
got back on the winning track by 
beating the Mohawk Wan-iors, 51-
30. The win evened Powertown's 
record at 4-4. 

Although Blue only dropped in 9 
points in the second half, the result 
was never in doubt. Chmyzinski 
set the tone eru·ly by sinking two 3-
pointers and a 2 to open the contest. 

Then Chloe Ellis hit a bucket, 
Emma Miner sunk ru1other, and 
Fleming got fouled on her way to 
the hoop. After she hit the follow up 
freebee, Powertown led 17-3. 

Turners piled on the points in the 
second qua1ter while neutralizing the 
Wrul'iors' offense, and by the break, 
they held a 30 point lead 41-11. 
Powertown's in-your-face defense 
stymied Mohawk's shooters, but 
also led to foul trouble for Blue. By 
the end of the game, 9 of Mohawk's 
points came via the foul line. 

Chmyzinski again led the Tr-ibe 
with 20 points, while Fleming hit 
double figures with 11. Dabney Roi-

ANCESTOR from page B1 

be leaders, others of you are the 
keepers of the fire, canying its light 
and with it, our knowledge. Some of 
you are waffiors, some of you are 
peacemakers. Many of you have be
come Go-betweens. It is good that 
you ru·e here. Our family story will 
not be lost now. 

I was born not far from here in 
1695 in our summer wetu. My father 
was away, gone as fru· as the valley 
of the great blue river, the Quin
neticook, scouting with the English, 
hunting ru1d fishing in Pocmntuk 
and Peskeompskut. I am Nehantic 
and Narrngansett, and I sat on the 
Sachem's Cow1cil. 

Before I was born, the great 
Ninigret the Elder guided us and 
kept us from hrum by the English. 
We saw what they had done to the 
Pequot, and although we feru·ed 
and disliked the Pequot, we learned 
how cmel and merciless the Eng
lish could be. My cousins the Mon
tauk had survived by allying with 
the white men. They did not suffer 
as the Wampanoag, the Nipmuk, 
and the Narragansett would by the 
hands of the English. 

Ninigret told us that we should 
become similru· to the English, for he 
had seen in a vision that they would 
grow in strength and power and 
never leave this land. We changed 
our given tribal names, we left the 
Indian spir-it ways for the Angli
can beliefs. We attended church, 
we listened to their preachers, al
though we disapproved that they 
did not use their own words. Instead 
they stole words from their ancient 
prophets in their book called the Bi-

lins added 8 points and Ellis scored 
5. Hailey Bogusz and Miner also 
helped out with 3 apiece. 

The Lady Indians host 6-1 Wru·e 
this Fr-iday, then travel to Chicopee 
to face the Pope Francis Cru·dinals on 
Thursday, Janruuy 18. 

Ice Hockey 
Easthampton 3 - TFHS 2 

Last Saturday, the Turners Falls 
Skating Indians dropped yet another 
I -goal game, falling to Easthampton 
3-2. The defense did a remarkable 
job, especially goaltender Jordyn 
Lavallee, who deflected 25 shots on 
goal. 

Bryan Baumann ru1d Camden 
Barnes scored Blue's two goals, with 
Dalton DeForest giving an assist. 
The Boys (and Girls) in Blue next 
take the ice against Amherst this Sat
urday, then travel to the Fitzpatrick 
Skating Arena to challenge South 
Hadley on Tuesday, Janruuy 17. 

Boys Basketball 
TFHS 67 - Frontier 47 
Pioneer 57-TFHS 55 

On January 5, Turners Falls 
defeated the Frontier Red Hawks, 
67-47. The Indians shot out to a 
19-5 first quruter lead and never 
looked back. 

Tionne Brown was the Tr-ibe's 
high scorer with 21 points. Ricky 

ble. We thought them weak for this, 
but we did not protest. Later, some 
did. They gave one of their preach
ers, Joseph Fish, some very difficult 
yeru·s by and by. 

We saw what the English did to 
Metacomet, to Cru1onchet, to the 
other Nrurngansetts who dru·ed defy 
them. We saw the Great Swrunp Mas
sacre not fru· from here, where some 
Jeffi'eys died. We saw the slaughter 
of old men, women, and children at 
Peskeompskut. We adopted English 
ways because we knew they would 
destroy us if we did not. 

By embracing the white men's 
ways, we hoped to smvive. From 
them I leruned the crupenter's trade 
and sawyer's trade. Ninigret the 
Younger, Ninigret II, became Sa
chem in 1692, yeru-s after the Ne
hantics had taken in smvivors of the 
Pequot and Nanagru1sett people to 
protect them. He was Sachem when 
the reservation was established in 
1708. Ninigret granted me this site 
and I built my house ru1d sawmill 
here where we are now gathered. The 
house is bigger now, but still sturdy. I 
built well and lived in safety here. 

But that was not to last. Shortly 
after my first son George was born 
in 1718, Ninigret died and many 
others of the royal bloodline of 
the Ninigrets succeeded him down 
through the years. I was prut of the 
Sachem's Council because of my 
noble lineage, I was advisor to the 
Ninigrets during those yeru·s. But 
when Thomas Ninigret succeeded 
Charles, and then George Ninigret 
in 1745, my troubles began. 

Tom did not always act wisely as 
protector of his lands and people, 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Craver sank three 3s and ended with 
15. Tyler Lavin also hit three outside 
the arc, finishing with 11. 

James Vaughn had four field 
goals for 8 points, while Anthony 
Peterson hit three for 6. Nick Cro
teau and Kyle Bergman finished 
with 3 points each. 

On Monday, the Indians lost their 
first grune of the 2016/17 season in 
the last seconds of the battle against 
Pioneer. The loss gives Powertown a 
record of7-l. 

Pioneer is a school that, unlike 
most schools, is about the srune size 
as Turners Falls High School. Con
sequently, when the two schools 
meet in sporting competition, there 
is usually quite a r-ivahy. 

Before Monday's game, the 
bleachers in Northfield were cor
doned off, separating Pioneer fru1s 
from the Tr-ibe. Fmthermore, they 
also segregated Indiru1 students from 
Indian adults, ru1d Pioneer students 
from Pioneer adults. 

This seemed to fuel the competi
tive fire and add a fun, rowdy ele
ment to the contest, allowing fru1s 
to cheer for their teruns in the midst 
of likeminded allies. At the begin
ning of the game, only two kids sat 
in Blue students' section. But as the 
game went on and the JV team came 
out of the locker room, their section 
grew in number and volume. 

The game seesawed back and 
forth from the outset. The Indi
ans roared back from a 0-4 deficit 
to take a 10-5 lead. Then Pioneer 
scored 8 straight points and clawed 
ahead 13-10. 

Toward the end of the first quar
ter, Pioneer held a thin I-point lead 
when they hit another basket. Tmn
ers was held scoreless in the last 41 
seconds of the pedod, and after 1, 
Pioneer led 17-14. 

The second was just as close, as 
both teruns stepped up their defer1S
es. With 29 seconds left in the pe
r-iod, the game was knotted at 24, but 
a foul put Pioneer up by 2. 

Again, the Indians were unable 
to score on their last possession, and 
the tea1ns went into the locker room 
with Pioneer up by a basket, 26-24. 

In the third qruuter, the fans grew 
louder and more intense. Chants of 
"You can't do that!" rang out after 
every mistake made on the comt, 
and cheers and clapping followed 
every good play. 

Tm11ers took back the lead 34-30 
with 3:32 left in the third, but the 
Panthers rallied and went back up by 
2 with 50 seconds left. Another foul 
gave Pioneer the lead by 3 going into 
the final per-iod, 39-36. 

By the fomth quarter, every stu
dent was on their feet in their respec
tive sections. Even some in the adult 

Joseph Jejjrry built this house around 1720 in Charleston, RI. 

and very soon the tribe began to 
pull aprut from inside. Many disap
proved of Tom, for he had a weak
ness for strnng drink and playing 
games of chance, which he con
tinually lost to white men. Some 
of the ti·ibe were angered when he 
gave away land and timber to pay 
back his debts. 

Many who fought against Tom 
also did not approve of the Angli
can minister and sought Separate 
Ways to worship, ways similru· to 
the old Indian beliefs. These times 
were painful for our family. Many 
of my children retmned to our an
cient Nehantic lands at the mouth 
of the Quirmeticook in what is now 
called Black Point in Lyme. My 

grandchildren were born there, and 
many of them never set eyes upon 
their grandfather. 

King Tom's troubles grew. He 
gave up more and more land, in
cluding this house. I had to leave, 
and I had great sorrow in doing that. 
I knew that my best days were done. 
But I did not give up. 

After Tom's death in 1769, I 
fought in the English comts to get 
my house and sawmill back. But bit 
by bit it was clear that the whites 
who coveted our lands on the res
ervation were finding ways to take 
it over. I moved away to other parts, 
but kept coming back here to see ifl 
could stay and die in my own place. 
But most of my children had gone 
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sections were yelling, stamping their 
feet, ru1d loudly voicing their disap
proval of any contested call. 

And when the game was tied at 
51-all with less than 3 minutes to 
go, the tone in the bleachers began 
to fluctuate, from deafening noise to 
deathly silence and back to deafen
ing noise. As the game reached a cre
scendo, the police moved the cheer
ing Tmners kids away from the comt 
ru1d back to their seats. 

With 26 seconds left in regula
tion, down by 2, and with Pioneer 
in possession, Coach Garry Mul
lins was forced to intentionally 
foul. Pioneer missed, and Turners 
got the rebound, calling time with 
17 seconds remaining. 

Powertown lost the ball and 
tried one more foul, but the re
bound was lost out of bounds with 
Pioneer in possession of the ball 
- and the game. 

Lavin led the Tribe in sc011ng 
with 12 points. Anthony Peterson, 
banging on the inside, shot in eight 
foul shots and hit a field goal for 10 
points. Brown hit a 3-pointer ru1d 
ended with 9 points, and Josh Obu
chowski made fow-field goals for 8. 

Craver had two buckets and two 
freebees for 6 points. Both Berg
maim and Javonni Williams scored 
4 points, and Vaughn helped 11!11 
out by hitting a 2-pointer. d 

to the Nehantic lands of the forefa
thers at the mouth of the great r-iver. 

I will not tell you where my body 
lies. It is not even familiar to me. 
But my herut is here, and my heart 
is joyful now in the spirit world. I 
have come here to see you gathered 
so that you would see and heru· me 
together. My hand has guided many 
of you in your life's journeys be
fore. You may have felt that, but 
you could not know that if your 
herut was not open. 

I am here. You may call on me if 
you need me. 

His eyes burned as he looked 
again at each of us. He stepped 
away from the light to the back of the 
chamber and blended with the smoke 
of the tobacco and the sweetgrass. 

David Bmle, the author of West 
Along the River, which apperu·s bi
weekly in this newspaper, lives in 
the house that his great grandfather, 
Judah Smith, bought in 1882. Joseph 
Jeffrey is Bmle's seven-times-great 
grandfather. As David states in his 
book, "We are the storytellers of the 
clan, the st01ytellers of the ti·ibe. We 
have been called upon, as it were, 
by our elders, who summon us to 
tell their story, so we do." 

Looking/or Judah is available at 
local bookstores such as the Mon
tague Bookmill and the World Eye 
in Greenfield, or by contact through 
the Montague Reporter. 

Your ancestors should not be 
forgotten. They should be honored. 
Please send their stor-ies to 
genealogy@montaguere- 1,. 
porter.org. !I 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING EVENTS 
EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. 
Musicians of all levels welcome 
to play traditional Irish music. 
10:30 a.m. 

Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Jazz Night. 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

FIRST SUNDAY MONTHLY 

Franklin Community Coop/ 
Green Fields Market, Green
field: Co-op Jazz. Blues, Latin, 
Straight-Ahead Jazz. Balcony. 
Afternoons. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls
Play Group. Unstructured play
group. Grown-ups can chat and 
connect with other parents and 
caregivers while supervising their 
children's play. 10 to 11 a.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 

3rd WEDNESDAY MONTHLY 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Roots 
at the Root Cellar. Reggae DJs 
mixing up roots, dub, dancehall, 
steppas and more. 9 p.m. Free. 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY 

Arts Block (4th floor), Green
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. 
Children and their caregivers 
invited. 10 to 11 a.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Open 
Mic. 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Franklin County Pool League. 
6 to 11 p.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

tinct species in nature. Through 
March 28. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: River Rooms by 
Alice Thomas. "A unique series 
of paintings by Alice Thomas 
that brings metaphor and poetry 
to our rivers." Through March 2. 

GCC Downtown Center Gallery, 
Greenfield: Venture/Adventure: 
Applied Photography Proj
ects. Photography by students. 
Through January 19. 

Madison Gallery, Millers Falls: 
Temporary space while Avenue 
A is being renovated. DeBix Art 
- Released, paintings by Debo
rah Bix, and wood turner Jon 
Kopera. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shel
burne Falls: The Liquid Edge: 
Polar Regions, photographs by 
Sarah Holbrook. Also Painting 
Nature: Botanical Watercolors 
by Thayer Tomlinson. Through 
February 28. 

Shelburne Arts Co-operative, 
Shelburne Falls: "Wintery Mix", 
Holiday Group Show. Music by 
Uncle Hal on Saturday after
noons. Through January 23. 

Psychic readings with audience 
and critical commentary added 
in. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Brick House, Turners Falls: Jen 
& Willie, Ginger Cooky, Night 
Schoo/. All ages, substance 
free. 8 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Mama's 
Marmalade, Humble Digs. String 
quintet of bluegrass, old-time/ 
folk rock. 8 p.m. $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
The Staff, Scott Kuzmeskus. 
9:30 p.m. 

SATURDA~JANUARY14 

Worcester State College, 
Worcester: NOFAIMASS Winter 
Conference. See their website 
for details. All day. $ 

Montague Common Hall, Mon
tage Center: Open Mic Night #8, 
Big town performance art in a 
tiny village. 7 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Twenty Feet From Star
dom. "Just a shot away" - ode to 
background singers of the past 
6 decades, directed by Morgan 
Neville. 7:30 p.m. Music by Jim 
Egan at 7 p.m. $ 

B7 

Winter Birds. There will be a 
story, a game, and a craft proj
ect. For ages 3-6; siblings and 
friends welcome accompanied 
by parent. 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band. 
Americana-ana. 6:30 p.m. 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

January 13 & 14, 7:30 p.m. 
TWENTY FEET 

FROM STARDOM 
Music at 7 p.m 

Fri.: Dick Moulding - piano rags 
Sat. Jim Egan - solo guitar & vocals 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Derek Bridges. Live acoustic 
guitar. 7 p.m. 

2nd AND 4TH THURSDAY 

Hubie's Tavern: TNT Karaoke. 
9 p.m. 

SUBMISSIONS CALL: Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Gold City Ashes. Heavy blues, 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Sawmill River Arts Gallery, for rock. 8 p.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
their February show: Small Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Works Art Exhibit and Sale. No Gary Higgins, Frozen Corn, 
entries larger than 6" x 6". No Sunburned Hand of the Man. All Story Time: Thematic stories, 

projects, and snacks for young 
children and their caretakers. 
10:15 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages 
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30 
a.m. to noon. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Homeschoo/ Science. Hands
on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) activities for 
homeschoolers of all ages, with 
Angela or special guest. 1 p.m. 

New Salem Public Library: Teen 
and Tweens. Program for 11 to 
18 year olds. 1 :30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Jazz 
Series with Ted Wirt and his 
Hammond 83. 7 p.m. 

FIRST THURSDAYS 

Gill Tavern, Gill: Trivia Night. 
8:30 p.m. $ 

Underdog Lounge, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Mic. 7 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Bru/e's Irish Band. 
Food carts supplement the lo
cal beer. 6 p.m. 

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY 

Community Yoga and Wellness 
Center, Greenfield: Greenfield 
Circle Dance. 6 to 8 p.m. $ 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour. Stories and hands-on 
arts & crafts. 10 a.m. to noon. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: It's Kidleido
scope! Each week (except Jan. 
13); includes a story, interactive 
games, and a craft to introduce 
you and your child to the natural 
world. Program recommended 
for ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30 to 11 :30 a.m. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

FIRST SATURDAY MONTHLY 

Montague Common Hall: 
Montague Center. Montague 
Square Dance. Family fun, Oc
tober through May. 7 p.m. $ 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
First Satuday Throwback Dance 
Party. Ladies night. Free. 

EXHIBITS: 
GCTV, Greenfield: Alice Thom
as's "Whispers" series; paint
ings about endangered and ex-

jurying. Register by January 14. 
Reception Saturday, February 
4, 11 :30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

EVENTS: 
THURSDA~JANUARY12 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Open 
Mic. 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Mohawk "Story Slam" Maker
space Fundraiser. 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Doug 
Plavin All Stars, featuring spe
cial guest. 8 p.m. 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Wet 
Tuna (with MV and PG Six); John 
Shaw, Ga/acto Fidelity (with By
ron Coley, Matt Krefting, and Bill 
Nace); Crystalline Roses; Frozen 
Corn; Pigeons. 9 p.m. $ 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 

Great Hall Discovery Center, 
Turner Falls: The Great Falls 
Coffeehouse presents The 
Well Tempered Ukes. They'll 
be playing hit songs of the last 
500 years. Donations to support 
educational programming at the 
Center. 7 p.m. $ 

Arts Block, Greenfield: "Very 
Superstitious Supper with Sis
ter Jawbone. Four course meal 
and music. 7 p.m. $ 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Twenty Feet From Star
dom. "Just a shot away" - ode to 
background singers of the past 
6 decades, directed by Morgan 
Neville. 7:30 p.m. Music by Dick 
Moulding at 7 p.m. $ 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
The Psychic & The Skeptic. 

ages, substance free. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett Ander
son. Hypnoboogie blues.9 p .. m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Misty Blues. 9 p.m. $ 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Boy 
Harsher, Wydyde, Hammer and 
Snake. Industrial, drone, me
lodic angst, rock by whatever 
means necessary. 9 p.m. $ 

Root Cellar, Greenfield: Big 
Mean Sound Machine. Ten 
Piece Band playing funk and 
avant garde jazz. 9 p.m. $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Cosmic Duct Tape, Cyanide 
Bride. 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 

Arts Block, Greenfield: New Eng
land Jazz Trio Part 3 with Wayne 
Roberts, Richard Greenblatt, and 
Draa Hobbs. 5 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lazy 
Bones. Old Time, Jazz, Blues, 
and more. 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Ghostlight Project. National ob
servance; see website for de
tails. 5:30 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Long
fellows. Funky Blues featuring 
Doug Smith along with Tommy 
Filiault, Doug Plavin & Klondike 
Koehler. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kid/eidoscope! This week it's 

ti1.J\ r~11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

.?.4 3rd Street, Tu.rnt!rs Falls 

Hot Cocoa Fridays! 
Starting in 
December 

2:30 to 5 p.m. 
www.bLickhousecornmwliLy.org 

413-863-9576 

FRI. 1/13 9:30 FREE 
The Staff 

Scott Kuzmeskus 
(Americana & classic covers) 

SAT. 1/14 9:30 FREE 
Cosmic Duct Tape 

Cyanide Bride 
("an eclectic jumble 

of rock n' roll") 

SUN. 1/15 9pm 
TNT Karaoke 

78 THIRD STREET 
1'1111MEIIS F'IU.S, Ml 
IIEIIIElVOUSTNl,tOM 
1U:413-163·H66 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment· 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - owner 

-..:: 

• 
• ri .. ,-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
l=ax:(413)863-0120 Gill,MA01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET. GREENFIELD, MA 

Co111mctors, Ple.,"I Marketers. Tradcshcnv Vcnuors 
and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, AL.L. PH~SE.S 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIOcNT 

2.dQ GREENF'le'LO ROAD• MONTAGUE. MA 01351 

PHONE & F'AX: 413-367·9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

ty~IJiftiflf:J> 
,.-'\>- Sii«e 1910 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA• 413-863-4346 
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Hoinesteading, 
Inch By Inch 

Psssst ... there's a new shop in Turners Falls! 

Discussing the benefits of self
reliance, simple-living quality of 
life, and land trusts. 

ready a community of self-reliant 
people, the Trust has been able to 
provide affordable housing in a 
beautiful setting while maintaining 
stable finances. GREENFIELD - Homestead

ing tasks can often fill entire days, 
and involve a wide variety of du
ties. This workshop will cover the 
importance of pa1t-time and flex
ible work so that ample time can be 
devoted to homesteading as well as 
the importance of creating quality 
of life rather than wealth. 

Meb and Tom have lived off the 
grid for 20 years, first on a sailboat 
in the Cai·ibbean, and since 2000 
in a 156-square-foot cabin on 21 
acres of forest in northeastern Con
necticut. They have cleared roads, 
planted gardens, built three out
buildings, and are cmTently build
ing a much larger house from their 
own trees. 

The Domestic Dar lings 
The benefits of a land bust own

ing the land and the houses, and the 
benefits oflow-cost housing that go 
along with community land trusts, 
will also be discussed. 

They began a woodworking 
business in 2003 that has sup
po1ted the building of a homestead 
- mostly affording them the time, 
tools, and rough materials to fol
low their dreams. 

vintage - art - repurposed 
upcycled - new - diversions 

Speakers include Scott Nielsen, 
Nelia Sargent, Stan Macomber, 
Jem1y Wright, and Vanessa Keith 
of Quaker City Land Trust, and 
Meb Boden and Tom Vaiciulis of 
Meb's Kitchenwares. 

Open Sun. 12 - 5pm, Weds. 12-6 pm, Thurs., Fri., & Sat., 11 - 6pm 

Find us at 69 2nd Street, Downtown Turners Falls, MA 

we are als::, a: v-ww.:h?domes(ccarlngscor, ard ::,n (I & Etsy 

Stan, Jem1y, and Vanessa have 
over 130 years' combined experi
ence in organizing crews of apple 
pickers and apple tree pruners. 
Founders of QCCLT, Stan, Jenny, 
and family have lived in Quaker 
City since 1970. Scott is also a 
founder of QCCLT and has been 
the treasurer from the strut. Nelia 
is a long time peace activist. 

They sell their work at 15 to 20 
juried craft shows a year, as well as 
venues such as Orvis Catalogue and 
The Metropolitan Opera gift shop. 

This is the first in a series of 
three Winter Workshops, sponsored 
by the Valley Community Land 
Trust together with the Franklin 
Community Coop. 

It'• the~~ @m ~ ~ 

Requested donation is $10, but 
no one will be turned away. More 
information is available at vclt.org. 

■ : ___ :: .. -.Cl: ■ 
In 1992, residents of Quaker 

City, NH, swapped their home
steads for stock in Land Trust. Al-

Saturday, January 21, 10 am. 
to noon at Green Fields Market, 
144 Main Street, Greenfield. .,,,.,filiffJJ'j@XJ!ll'~ru)~llliiI§)~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666 

THE KING OF SNOW"' 

Scanlngat 

310 Federal St., Montague, MA 
413-367-2481 

sirumequipment.com 

1urntn ~a/6 'Pizv, 1/ouse 
Family Owned & Operated 

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave ArgtJ, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.blrnaralallsplzza.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Best Way Home 

'According to 
Banker & Tradesman 

Greenfield (41a> 774.3191 
• (888) 324-3191 

Savangs Bank qreenfieldsavings.com 

Member FDIC/ Member DIF • Equal Housing lender~ 

2 

(PY) PV Squared 
a worker-owned cooperative 

Your trusted partner in solar. 

Solar can be confusing. So we make the process clear and simple 
We're a worker-owned cooperative and Certified B Corp Which 

means we care about doing things nyht. And our team of fl(perts 1s 

here for you. Today, tomorrow, and down tile road. 

www.pvsquared.coop 
413-772-8788 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham S1reet 
TumersFalls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointment 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lf ~1rn I J~J.~J~~ 

Qrtri Jol1n9,011. CRrnOto,1 
Al3R, CRB, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 j ':5-f;(-, 's-97 g6 • Gerilohnson,1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Refidential Specialist) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this JJl'Sti~ous designation. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'Our shiekf o/ 
dSStrance. Pui )'Ollr lr\lSI in the best 10 get ihe job cfore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfctring, ,lwar; choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS go ~rnl~ o& /'l'f>l'IIN1M, 

Oz 
tffll&MM\I 66 French King Rwy., Gill 
iilkiiiilii◄ (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

A BEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 

GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

LAWN ,CARE 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Accepting New Plow Customers 
Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

522-2563 
www.T urn Lawn Care.com 

~ R..EAT FALLS HA~VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

Rich flavors from around the world 
with a local state of mind. 

Open Thursday through Sunday 
5PM 

Brunch Saturday & Sunday 
11AMto 3 PM 

863-0023 
50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 




