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Should Towns Do More to 
Support Local Agriculture? 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
WENDELL - Did you 
know that local faim busi­
nesses generate $3.5 mil­
lion dollars a year in 
Franklin County? Much 
of that income is from 
direct to consumer food 
sales, according to the 
final repo1t from Elizabeth 
Caiter, who served as the 
local food coordinator for 
the first year of the 
Wendell local foods proj­
ect. 

The repo1t, with 
research by UMass grad 
landscape architecture 
student Chris Pletcher, 
contains in depth inf01ma­
tion with wide implica­
tions for the towns and 
farmers in our region. 

the whole offer a better 
economic investment for 
towns than industrial 
development. 

Carter has identified at 
least 34 ways in which 
towns can offer enhanced 
supp01t to faims. Some of 
these include town plan­
ning strategies, promo­
tional efforts such as 
direct mai·keting to con­
sumers, holding commu­
nity agricultmal events, or 
promoting agro-tourism 
and agro-education. 

Franklin County hap­
pens to be right at the cen­
ter of the local food move­
ment nationwide. With 
some of the least expen­
sive fai·mland in 
Massachusetts, Franklin 
County has seen an 
increase of 155 new faims 
since 2002. 

Most local towns do 
support fanns to some 
degree; Wendell took a 
fmther step in actually hir­
ing a pait time coordinator 
to focus on the town's 
local food systems. Carter 
hopes her report presents 
an accurate picture of 
Wendell's food involve­
ment at present, and 
points the way to collabo­
ration to support and 
develop local agricultme 
within Franklin County. 

DETMOLO PHOTO 

US. Senate candidate, Democrat EliZflbeth Warren (Cambridge) greets supporters at the Arts Block Cafe in Greenfield 

Carter's report states 
that for the first time in 
decades local food sys­
tems (fa1ms, farmers mar­
kets, cooperative food dis­
tribution and storage cen­
ters, fa1m stands, etc.) on 

TALKING PICTURES 
BY SHIRA HILLEL -
AMHERST - The docu­
menta1y Leonardo Live 
takes the viewer on a tour 
of the blockbuster exhibi­
tion of Leonardo Da 
Vinci's work that recently 
completed a three-month, 
sold-out run at the 
National Galle1y in 
London. 

Da Vinci is thought to 
have completed only 
about 20 paintings in his 
lifetime, and of those, 
only 15 ( or 16) survive 
today. The National 
Gallery exhibition 
brought together seven of 
these works and focused 
on Da Vinci's time in 
Milan. 

The a1tist moved to 
Milan in the early 1480s 
and remained there 
through the 1490s, work­
ing as an engineer, sculp­
tor and painter. 

Leonardo Live shows 
contemporaneous cover­
age of the exhibition's 
opening reception, including 
see LEONARDO pg 7 

Indeed, fanning in 
Wendell is quite complex: 
much of Wendell is forest­
ed and not available for 
cultivation. Nonetheless 
in a smvey of townspeo­
ple, 80% of the town's 
neai·ly 850 residents said 

see LOCAL pg 5 

BY PATRICIA PRUITT 
GREENFIELD - The air 
was full of expectancy. 
Elizabeth Warren, the 
Cambridge Democrat 
mounting a challenge to 
incumbent U.S. senator 
Scott Brown (R), entered 
the Arts Block Cafe on 
Friday, Februaiy 17th, 
from her tom of downtown 
Greenfield with mayor Bill 
Maitin, and set off a tumult 
of applause and cheers. 

Leoll\ttroto Llve 

The Leonardo da Vinci collection included 'Salvator Mundi' 
(Christ as Savior of the World), a paintingfrom circa 1500 

that was on!J recent!J authenticated as a da Vinci. 

She plunged into the 
midst of the packed, stand­
ing room only crowd, 
shaking hands and greeting 
people one by one. 

Here was the consum­
mate consmner finance 
advocate, the Harvai·d prof 
who challenged U.S. 
Treasmy secretary Tim 
Geithner's policies on 
banking practices. Tm11ed 
down to head the new 
Consmner Finance 

Protection Bureau in 
Washington after speai·­
heading its creation, 
Warren came back home to 
Massachusetts last yeai· and 
soon plm1ged into the race 
for the Senate seat long 
held by Ted Kem1edy, 
which the Derns had ceded 
to Scott Brown in an off­
yeai· election after a lack­
luster campaign by Maitha 
Coakley in 2010. 

Warren left the floor and 

went on stage to be formal­
ly introduced by Franklin 
County sheriff Chris 
Donelan, who concluded 
his remarks by saying, "It 
seldom happens in politics 
that you have a chance to 
coll'ect a mistake. We have 
that chai1ce with Elizabeth 
Wai1·en." 

On that note, WaITen 
stepped to the microphone 
ai1d the hm1dreds of 

see WARREN pg 6 

Vermont AG Appeals Entergy Case 
This story first appeared in The Commons online edition on Saturday, February 

18th. Reprinted by permission. The Commons is an independent weekly serving 
Windham County, Vennont. 

BY RANDOLPH 
HOLHUT 
MONTPELIER, VT -
Ve1mont attorney general 
Williain Soll'ell has filed an 
appeal of the U.S. District 
Cowt's recent decision in 
favor of Entergy Nucleai· 
Ve1mont Yankee. 

The appeal was filed 
Saturday morning, 
Febmary 18th, and will be 
heard by the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New York City. 

Judge J. Garvan Mmtha, 
in his Januaiy 19th mling, 
invalidated large sections 
of two Ve1mont statutes 
that gave the state legisla­
tme a veto on the ability of 
the Ve1mont Yankee 
nuclear reactor in Vernon 
to continue operating for 
20 more years once its cm­
rent operating license 
expires on March 21st of 
this yeai·. 

In a news conference on 
Satmday, Soffell said the 
state has appealed all 
aspects of the judgment 
entered by the district 
comt, ai1d is basing much 
of the appeal on the 1982 
Pacific Gas & Electric 
(PG&E) v. California case, 
which was heard by the 
U.S. Supreme Cowt. 

Sorrell said Murtha's 
decision used "undue 
reliance on legislative dis­
cussions" in deciding that 
the state had overstepped 
its regulato1y bounds. 

In 2005, Ve1mont 
passed a law stating the 
legislatlll'e had to give its 
approval before the 
Ve1mont Public Service 
Board (PSB) could issue a 
Certificate of Public Good 
(CPG) for Vermont Yankee 
to operate for another 20 
yeai-s. TI1e Vermont Senate, 
on a 26-4 vote in 2010, 

declined to give the PSB 
that approval. 

Cmrent federal law pro­
hibits states from regulat­
ing nuclear safety, and 
Entergy filed a lawsuit last 
spring on grounds of feder­
al pre-emption, arguing 
that legislators had used 
code words or talked open­
ly about their fea1-s for the 
safety of operations at 
Ve1mont Yailkee under 
Entergy's management. 

Dm-ing the trial that took 
place at the federal comt­
house in Brattleboro last 
September, Entergy sub­
mitted numerous excerpts 
from legislative coffilnittee 
heai-ings to make the case 
that lawmakers were 
indeed making legislation 
based on nucleai· safety, a 
subject that falls wider the 
solejm-isdiction of the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulato1y 

see VERMONT pg 10 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

I Spy 

Patches 

I'm an 8 year old female 
shorthair cat, named Patches. 
My name must be on account of 
my pretty grey and white fur 
pattern. I've lived eight years 
with one human companion but 
now am looking for a new lov­
ing home. I am what we call a 
private investigator, which 
means I am often working 
undercover, keeping an eye on 
your household and family. I'll 
find spaces to call my own, but 
I also love cuddle time with my 
people. Come in to pet me, 
which I love by the way, and 
you might find that I'm your 
soul mate! I'm a member of the 
Lonely Hearts Club. That 
means I've been here longer 
than most of the other kitties 
and my adoption fee is half off! 

For more information about 
adopting me, please contact the 
Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane 
Society at 413-548-9898 or via 
email: info@dpvhs.org. 

NANCY L, DOLE 

BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

.§op;. 
32 Bridge Street, 

2nd Floor 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndol~rocker.com closed Mondays 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Tluu·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fourth 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in adveitisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisei11ent in which an 

eirnr occm1·ed. Tl1e publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis­
ing for any reason a11d to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 
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THE WENDELL COA FILM SERIES PRESENTS: 
"Dracula" 

The Wendell Free Library 
will present Dracula on 
Saturday, Feburary 25th, 2012 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Bela Lugosi's Count 
Dracula is now a 74-year-old 
icon, outlasting all other inter­
pretations before or since. 
Lugosi devised the most insidi­
ous form the character would 
ever take - a handsome, court­
ly, well-groomed, civilized 
aristocrat, so gracious and 
attractive that he projected an 
aura of well-being over the 
viewer. Lugosi's Count would 
have you chatting and drinking 
wine - until he began to drink 
of you. That cape and those 

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 
Prince and Princess Party 

evening clothes are the perfect 
deception. Tod Browning's 
Dracula is sometimes stagy 
and tentative in its continuity. 
But Karl Freund's photography 
summons up a persistent mood 
of heavy gloom and enveloping 
dread. 

If you haven't seen this 
Dracula, please do so. The 
Count awaits. 

This is the another film in 
the monthly series of Science 
Fiction, Fantasy, Horror and 
Monster movies at the Wendell 
Free Library. Admission is 
free. For more info, visit 
www.wendellfreelibrary.org or 
call 978-544-3559. 

TURNERS 
FALLS - Princess 
Amanda of Gill 
enjoyed dressing up 
and making various 
crafts at the Prince 
and Princess Party 
at the Carnegie 
Library on 
Tuesday, February 
21st. Over 60 chil­
dren of all ages 
and adults attended 
the school vacation 

www111,1;i11a week program. 

TILTON DEERFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Annual Wine and Micro Brew Tastln~ 
Spend your leap day in a 

spirited manner. Join the 
Trustees and Friends of Tilton 
Library on Wednesday, 
February 29th for a tasting of 
wine and micro brews at 
Chandler's Restaurant at 
Yankee Candle, 25 Greenfield 
Rd. in South Deerfield, 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. This benefit evening 
includes more than 60 different 
wines from around the world; a 
sampling of local microbrews; 
and succulent appetizers from 
Chandler's award-winning 
menu. There will also be a 
silent auction featuring local 

artwork, electronics, and a bed 
and breakfast stay in France. 
The artwork is cunently on dis­
play at Tilton Library and avail­
able for preview until the day of 
the event. Advance tickets are 
$20 per person and can be pur­
chased at Tilton Library, 75 No. 
Main Street, South Deerfield or 
at either the South Deerfield or 
Sunderland Spirit Shoppe. Any 
available tickets will be sold at 
the door for $25 per person. 
Participants must be age 21 or 
older. For more information, 
call 413-665-4683 or visit 
www.tiltonlibrary.org. 
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Work on the Gill-Montague bridge has stepped up, with balmy weather 
appreciated l?J SPS New England 111orkers replacing rusted beams and 
putting bridge decking grids in place. In the foreground, cantilevered 

beams to support the future side111alk are no111 in place. 

lEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Sprln~ Yo~a 

Yoga classes will be offered 
this spring at the Leverett 
Libra1y on Thursdays, staiting 
March 1st, and running through 
April 12th. 

Bliss Yoga: 4:45-5:45 p.m. 
An hour of basic yoga for 

health and relaxation. 
Evening Yoga: 6:00-7:15 p.m. 
A moderate class dedicated to 

Janice Tyner brought her housebroken 
pet pig Fletcher to the Leverett 

Library during school vacation 111eek. 

The Na~onal 
Spiriwal Alliance 

is sponsoring a PSYCHIC FAIR 
on Saturday, February 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Thompson Temple across 
from the Lake Pleasant 

post office. 
For more information, 

contact the TNSA website, 
www.thenationaispirituala/iance.org 

inner and outer alignment of 
body, mind and spirit. 

This program is sponsored by 
the Leverett recreation commis­
sion. 

For more information, con­
tact Lisa Enzer by phone: 413-
367-2658 or email: 
enzer@earthlink.net or visit 
www.livingroomyoga net. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students ot the week 

Grade 6 
Skylar Thompson 

Grade 7 
Riley Wood 

Grade 8 
Hailey Whipple 

Jacob Clark 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llslings 

011,-frenue Afor 01•er 10 years 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - February 27th to March 2nd 
GILL-MONTAGUE - Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
se1ved Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal rese1va­
tions must be made one day in 
advance by 11 :00 a.m. Kerry 
Togneri is the meal site manager. 
Council on Aging director is 
Robe1ta Potter. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are accept­
ed. Appointments are now being 
scheduled for free AARP tax aid. 
For info1mation, meal rese1va­
tions, or to sign up for programs, 
call 413-863-9357. Messages can 
be left on our machine if the cen­
ter is not open. 

Monday, February 27th 
10:00 am. Aerobics 
10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
11 :00 am AARP Tax Aid by 
appointment 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, February 28th 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
1:00 p.m. RAD Self Defense 

Wednesday, February 29th 
10:00 am Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screening 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 1st 
9:00 am. Tai Chi 
1 :00 p m. Pitch 
Friday, March 2nd 
10:00 am Aerobics 
10:45 am Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, l Care 
Drive, Eivingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for activi­
ties and congregate meals. For 
Center and program info1mation, 
call Polly Kiely, Senior Center 
Director, at 413-423-3649. 
Lunch is daily at 11 :30 a.m., with 
rese1vations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at 413-423-3308, 
for meal info1mation and reserva­
tions. Transpo1tation can be pro­
vided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Please call the 
Senior Center to confum activi­
ties, schedule and to find out 
when the next blood pressure 
clinic will be held. 

Monday, Februa11' 27th 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:00 pm. Pitch 
Tuesday, Februa11' 28th 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday, Februa11' 29th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
12:00 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, March 1st 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Posture Pe1fect 
Fliday, March 2nd 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 am. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 12:00 
p.m. Call 413-367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 
For info1mation, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-1022, 
ext. 5, or at coa@leverettma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is at 
2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760, for 
hours and upcoming programs. 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm 
Fri &Sat 10am-11pm • Sun Noon-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·nei-s Falls 
863-9900 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 



February 23, 2012 

local Briefs 
COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - Join in for a memo­
rial celebration of Keith 
Fiske's life to be held on the 
playing field of the Swift River 
School, New Salem. Celebrate 
with a campfire, cook marsh­
mallows, sing songs, tell sto­
ries and share memories on 
Wednesday, February 29th, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Keith Fiske, who had a 
smile and a helping hand for 
all, was the school custodian 
for 33 years and provided 
many of the special touches 
that help make Swift River 
School a welcoming and com­
fortable place for children, 
families, staff and community. 

Family bingo returns to the 
Greenfield Savings Bank com­
munity room, 282 Avenue A, in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, 
February 25th, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. 

Georgette Lambert will be 
guest caller. GSB will provide 
cards, prizes and light refresh­
ments. Seating will be on a first 
call, first reserve basis. 
Reserve a seat by calling 
Alyshia, Linda or Keni at 413-
863-4316. 

The Parent-Child 
Development Center serves 
families with young children 
through kindergarten age and 
expectant women. They offer a 
free Head Start preschool, 
Early Head Start home visiting 
programs and Full-Day child­
care in Franklin, Hampshire 
and Western Hampden 
Counties. Spanish speaking 
services available. 

For more information, call 
413-475-1405. 

The staff and students of 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
School will present their 9th 
annual Concert to Celebrate 
Seniors on Sunday, February 
26th, at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Rhodes Alt Center on the Gill 
campus. The jazz band and 
orchestra will play selections. 
Refreshments will be served. 
This concert is free and open to 
the public. Donations will go to 
support Franklin County 
Community Home Care's local 
Meals on Wheels program. For 
more information, contact: avi­
adero@fchcc.org or 773-5555 
Ext 2296. 

A Hoop Trance Dance 
Workshop will be held at the 
Montague Grange on Sunday, 
March 4th, from 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Hooping is a great activi­
ty after a sedenta1y winter. You 
burn between 400 - 600 calo­
ries for eve1y hour of hooping. 
Participants should be 18 years 
and older. Please register at 
kellianna@kellianna.com or 
call 978-544-3116. 

Hospice of Franklin County 
has scheduled its Spring 
Volunteer Training, beginning 
Monday, March 19th. This is a 
nine-week training course that 
prepares people to se1ve hos­
pice patients and their families 
through their life-limiting ill­
ness. Requests for volunteer 
se1vices come from patients 
and families needing respite 
care, supportive visits, com­
panionship, assistance with 
meal preparation and other 
tasks as directed by the hospice 
staff. Training will be held at 
the office of Hospice of 
Franklin Cotmty, 329 Conway 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Street in Greenfield. Classes 
will run on nine consecutive 
Mondays from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. 

Hospice would especially 
like to hear from interested 
individuals in the outlying 
towns within Franklin Cotmty, 
such as: Charlemont, Coh-ain, 
Heath, Wendell, Erving and 
Stmderland. There are many 
ways to offer volunteer se1vice 
to Hospice of Franklin County; 
please call for a more complete 
list of possibilities or to sched­
ule an inte1view. Contact Jayne 
Allen, volunteer se1vices coor­
dinator, at 413-774-2400 or 
jgallen@hospicefc.org. 

All potential volunteer can­
didates will be subject to refer­
ence and backgrotmd checks. 

The Franklin County 
Technical School's 4th Annual 
Dodgeball Tournament will 
be held Friday, March 16th, to 
benefit FCTS athletics and 
yearbook. The registration fee 
for this event is $25.00 per 
team and there will be cash 
prizes for the top two teams. 
The tournament is double elim­
ination, and you must register 
by March 13th to become one 
of the 36 teams to participate. 
Contact Daniel Prasol at 413 
863-9561 x233. 

Send local briefs to: reporter­
local@montaguema.net. 

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE TOWN CLERK 
Opportunities Abound for 

New Town Meeting Members 
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There are many open seats available for Montague town meeting 
for the May 21st town election. Seats available are as follows: 

Precinct One: Two - 3 year seats open 

Precinct Two: Four - 3 year seats open 
One - 1 year seat open 

Precinct Three: One - 3 year seats open 
Three - 2 year seats open 
Two - 1 year seats open 

Precinct Four: One - 3 year seat open 
One - 2 year seat open 

Precinct Five: Two - 3 year seats open 

Precinct Six: Four - 3 year seats open 
Two - 2 year seats open 
Three - 1 year seats open 

Consider running for town 
meeting. The annual town meet­
ing meets eve1y first Saturday in 
May. Usually, a special town 
meeting is held in the spring and 
again in the fall. 

It is ve1y easy to become a 
town meeting member. 
Nomination papers can be 
obtained from the town clerk's 
office. Only ten signatures from 
registered voters from your 
home precinct are required to 
earn a place on the ballot. 

The deadline to obtain papers 
is Thursday, March 29th by 5:00 
p.m., and all nomination papers 
must be returned to the town 
clerk's office by Monday, April 
2nd by 5:00 pm. 

For more infonnation, call 
the town clerk's office at 413-
863-3200, ext 203. Office hours 
are Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 8:30 am. to 5:30 pm., 
and on Wednesday from 8:30 
am. to 6:30 pm. Town hall is 
closed on Fridays. 

Wendell Special Town Meeting - Tuesdav, Februarv 28th 
An article on the Tuesday, 

Februa1y 28th, 7:00 p.m., spe­
cial town meeting at Wendell 
town hall seeks to allocate 
$5000 to the energy committee 
accotmt for the purpose of con­
ducting the second year of a 
two year pilot project focused 
on local food security. 

Among the other articles 
tmder consideration will be a 
motion to see if the town will 
authorize the selectboard to 

enter into a solar power pur­
chase or net metering credit 
purchase agreement with a third 
pa1ty for a term of more than 
three years. 

The meeting will also con­
sider whether to raise fees for 
the town clerk's office, spend 
$500 for installing 911 emer­
gency house numbers, and 
transfer the sum of $2650.12 
from free cash into stabilization 
to ftmd a previously established 

special account to cover 
employee sick pay. 

Another aiticle would trans­
fer $270,957 from free cash to 
stabilization. 

Finally, in two separate arti­
cles, town meeting will be 
asked whether to instruct the 
Mahar school committee to 
study a range of possible K-12 
regionalization alternatives, 
excluding a pre-K-12 / 7-12 
hybrid district. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

Montague, MA 01351 

* EASTERN 

• .,:~2i!';~ ~.~!~! I!~~. 
and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

. 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Stree1 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Local G?.EENF/ELO 
\'t,\\~t.\\~ CO~PERATIVE EXCHAfiG 

~°""" ;1..,,fil:> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

~ PrTr;R UJATr;RS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

i~\°!\': 978-544-6534 w .. Mt•11 

~ --~-~-~-~-~-~ 
Robert J. Sagor, 

D.V.M. 
18 French King Highway 

Greenfield 

Office Hours by Appointment 

(413) 774-9919 

1N GOO,D COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com 

•.--....-:J""'- • 

Community YoQ:a 
& WELLNESS CENTYR 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 
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Go Deport Yourself 
BY RAUL REYES 
NEW YORK CITY - I bet 
Mitt Romney has a sweatshirt 
that says I (heart) Florida. 
Romney's victory in the 
Sunshine State revitalized his 
campaign for the GOP presi­
dential nomination. Florida 
also gave him an opportunity to 
explain his immigration policy. 

Asked how he would deal 
with undocumented immi­
grants, Romney said during the 
Tampa debate he believes in 
"self-deportation." A crack­
down on undocumented immi­
grants, he explained, would 
make "people decide they can 
do better by going home 
because they can't find work 
here ... because they don't have 
legal documentation to allow 
them to work here." 

Some spectators in the audi­
ence giggled at Romney's 
answer. "Self-deportation," 
however, is no joke. It amounts 
to laws that ha1m undocument­
ed immigrants and Latinos. 

Let's break it down and see 
why self-deportation defies 
reality, legality, and American 
values of dignity and human 
rights. 

First of all, Romney's idea 
of self-deportation overlooks 
the obvious. How do we think 
the estimated 11 million undoc­
umented U.S. immigrants got 
here? They already "self­
deported" themselves right out 
of their home countries in 
search of better lives and 
opportunity. And the fact is 
they're here to stay. 

In 2011, the Pew Center 
found that, despite a weak 
economy and increased 
enforcement measures, the 
undocumented population has 
remained stable. Although 
unauthorized entries have 
dropped, Pew reported that few 
undocumented immigrants are 
returning to their countries of 
origin. 

It's amazing that Romney, a 
successful businessman, does­
n't realize that if the undocu­
mented were to leave, even 
gradually, it would cause our 
economy to contract. An exo­
dus of this labor force would 
hit agriculture and the service 
sector ve1y hard. 

But wouldn't American 
workers take these jobs? So far, 
it hasn't worked out that way. 
In Alabama and Georgia, two 
states that passed harsh immi­
gration laws, farmers are facing 
severe labor shortages. 
Alabama has even considered 
using prisoners because farm­
ers can't find anyone willing to 
do backbreaking fieldwork. 

Key components of the self­
deportation strategy are state 
and local laws targeting "ille­
gals." Yet ironically, many of 
these laws have been found to 
be of questionable legality 
themselves. 

The Department of Justice 
has challenged many such 
statutes because they usurp 
federal authority over immigra­
tion and result in racial profil­
ing of Hispanics. In Arizona's 
Maricopa County, for instance, 
the department found that 
Latinos were up to nine times 
more likely to be pulled over 
for traffic violations than non­
Hispanics. Alabama's Civil 
Rights Division has received 
more than a thousand com­
plaints about that state's new 
anti-immigrant law. 

Romney favors self-deporta­
tion over rotmding up tmdocu­
mented families and removing 
them from the country. 
Unfortunately, his solution is 
equally harsh and inhumane. 

Self-deportation means 
passing laws that make the 
daily lives of the tmdocument­
ed miserable. It means meas­
ures that would bar them from 
finding work or renting a home 
and deny them basic services 
such as water and heat. It 
means questioning school­
children about their parents' 
immigration stah1s. These 
examples aren't hypothetical. 
They're all components of 
Alabama's draconian immigra­
tion law. 

It's troubling that Romney 
endorses trampling on constitu­
tional and human rights for the 
sake of winning his party's 
nomination. His stance on 
immigration shows a lack of 
compassion from a man whose 
Mormon ancestors were perse­
cuted across America before 
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Waiting/or the Expanded Bottle Bill to Pass 

LETTERS TO I) THE EDITOR 

Courtesy Lacking on G-M School Committee 
I don't watch much TV, but 

when I do, I hy to make it the 
local channels. 

So, as I putter arotmd the 
house, I sometimes listen 'with 
one ear' to the Gill-Montague 
School Committee meetings. 

I think the folks who vohm­
teer their time to nm our towns 
and schools are heroes. 

So, I'm reluctant to sound as 
if I don't appreciate the work 
being done by this committee. 
Believe me, I do. 

However, there seems to be 
a split on the committee 
between a ve1y few folks who 
are able to think and the major­
ity who think those people are 
great big smarty pants. 

The chaiiman seems to have 
aligned himself squarely with 
the members who believe the 
key to success in the schools is 
more school spirit. Any other 

ideas are just "negative." 
That would be OK if the 

chairman could just pretend to 
be at least slightly objective. 
Unfortunately, he can't, and his 
animosity toward the minority 
has gotten completely out of 
control. 

A couple of meetings ago, I 
thought he should have "taken 
it outside" with Jeff Singleton. 

Then, last week, the chair­
man was so rude to Margorie 
Levenson, I decided I had to 
write this letter. She asked 
when she could make a motion 
and he basically told her she 
couldn't. Then, he finally 
agreed Levenson could make 
her motion later, but made a 
point of never getting back to 
her. 

Jeff Singleton is certainly 
being ptmished by the chair­
man for his irritating habit of 

thinking things through. In 
fact, at the last meeting, the 
chair mentioned that he had 
asked the committee's lawyer 
to draft a "letter of rebuke" for 
Singleton. 

I'm not sure what this is 
about, but I would assume it 
has to do with a previous meet­
ing where Singleton ques­
tioned the firing of a staff 
member by the superintendent. 

I would just like to remind 
the chair that his committee 
members are all volunteers. A 
few of them appear to achially 
care about improving the 
school system. That is proba­
bly why they come back meet­
ing after meeting despite being 
publicly ignored and rebuked. 

- Jeri Case 
Lake Pleasant 

Clarifying a Solar Warrant Article 
There seems to be some con­

fosion about the solar article on 
the wan-ant for the upcoming spe­
cial town meeting, on Tuesday, 
Februaiy 28th, 7 p.m. at Wendell 
town hall. This article does not 
involve the sale of town owned 
land. What is being proposed is 
that the town of Wendell use its 
status as a municipality in order 

to take advantage of a state incen­
tive program aimed at promoting 
solar technology, that would most 
likely not involve placing any 
solar panels in town. There is a 
small window of opporttmity for 
the town to participate before the 
incentive program reaches its 
cap. 

The deal would be stmctured 
in such a way that a third paity 
would ftmd the construction of a 
10 MW solar fann, most likely 
further to the east of Wendell. 
That third pa1ty would sell elec­
tricity at a discount to the town 
for town-owned buildings, and 

We Wel,ome 
Your Letters! 

Jffilontagut l\.eporter 
58 4th St Tumers, 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

sell the stuplus electricity gener­
ated on the so-called renewable 
energy credit market. The third 
paity would take a cut, but in 
essence, the town would be sign­
ing up to eam approximately 
$60,000 a yeai· for 20 years, sim­
ply for putting its name on a 
meter. 

The selectboard has reviewed 
the proposal with town cmmsel, 
but before investing too much 
time and energy in it, the board 
wants to get approval from the 
town to move fo1ward. Please 
come and join the discussion on 
Tuesday. 

- Jeoffrey Pooser 
Wendell 

Jeoifrey Pooser is a member 
of the Wendell selectboard. The 
opinions stated here are his own, 
and do not necessarily reflect 
those of other members of the 
board. 
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Science, Politics and Global Warming at the Leveret Library 
BY JEFF SINGLETON 

"I was not originally a global 
warming evangelist," 
University of Massachusetts 
professor Raymond Bradley 
told a friendly crowd at the 
Leveret Library on Februa1y 
16th. Bradley is a climatologist 
who, along with colleagues 
Michael Mann and Malcolm 
Hughes, published several influ­
ential studies in the late 1990s 
estimating historical patterns of 
climate change. But the topic on 
this unusually warm Februaiy 
night was not just global warm­
ing, but the "politics of climate 
change." 

Bradley ought to know some­
thing about this. He and some 
colleagues have been at the cen­
ter of something called the 
"hockey stick controversy." 
That's the catch phrase for a 

from LOCAL page 1 
they were engaged in some 
level of food production; many 
sell some of what they produce. 

Laurie DiDonato, chair of 
the Wendell energy committee, 
stated the goal of the local food 
project is for Wendell to devel­
op a strong local system able to 
provide a safety net to the 
town, in case of food sho1tages 
due to weather intem.1ptions, or 
excessive energy costs. 

To that end the energy com­
Inittee will be seeking town 
meeting's suppo1t to appropri­
ate $5000 for the second year 
of the program. 

chart in a 1999 sh1dy by Bradley 
and his colleagues portraying 
global temperahll'es over the 
past thousand years. Within a 
decade, this chait had become 
the target of a campaign by 
political critics of global warm­
ing science, leading to congres­
sional investigations, charges of 
fraud and demands for 
researchers' emails and data 
bases. 

Bradley says this brouhaha is 
less a serious debate over sci­
ence than a conceited effo1t to 
bully a segment of the scientific 
community. 

He began his talk by present­
ing the case for global warming. 
A range of shldies have attempt­
ed to project the ea1th's temper­
ahll'es in the cenhll'ies before 
systematic records began to be 
kept in the late 19th cenhlly. 

The committee has also 
applied for a $17,000 grant 
from the Massachusetts Society 
for the Promotion of 
Agriculhu·e. They hope to hear 
back on the grant sometime in 
late March. 

If the energy committee 
receives the funding, they plan 
to hire a few more people to 
continue community education 
on local food systems, through 
workshops, collaborations and 
organizing. 

Committee members want to 
build on what Carter accom-
plished in _the first year 1•■"" 
of the proJect. ~ 

How Does the Town of Montague 
Support Local Agriculture? 

1. Montague has historically been active in preserving fannland 
through the Herny Waidlich Conservation Fund. 

2. Three community gardens are maintained in Turners, includ­
ing a temporaiy lot near Unity Park, plus one in Montague Center 

3. The town has an Agriculttrral Business Overlay district to pro­
mote permanent protection of productive agricultural land by 
allowing landowners to develop property that is not valuable for 
agricultural purposes via "hack lot development." 

4. The agiiculttrre commission reformed in the summer of 2010 
and is working on a 1ight-to-farm bylaw, and conducting a strrvey 
and invento1y of local farms. 

5. The town completed a 2010 update of the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan, which includes preserving agiiculture as a way of 
life as a high priority www.montague­
ma.gov/Pages/MontagueMA _Planning/docs 

6. The town pai1icipates in Chapter 61 tax incentive program. 
ChBit compiled with help from town plarme1· W alte1· Ramsey. 

There is a good deal of histori­
cal evidence from ice cores 
about levels of cai·bon dioxide 
in the atmosphere. The research 
appears to show that tempera­
hll'es have risen significantly 
above the no1m over the past 
cenhey, and that the cause for 
this global rise in mean temper­
ah1re can be definitively cone­
lated to the increase of "green­
house gasses" like CO2 in the 
Earth's atmosphere, gasses 
released rapidly as the result of 
human activity since the 
Industrial Revolution. 

These conclusions have been 
supported by virh1ally all 
national and international scien­
tific organizations, including an 
organization called the 
lntergovemmental Panel on 
Climate Change. The IPCC, 
according to Bradley, does not 
engage in research, but assesses 
the validity of existing research 
on global climate. The organiza­
tion has supported the majority 
view among scientists about 
global warining. 

In 2001, the IPCC chose to 
highlight the so-called hockey 
stick graph in its assessment. 
This simplified view of climate 

DEPORT from page 4 
settling in Utah, and whose own 
family crossed the Mexican 
border a few times themselves. 
He would be well advised to 
learn from Ronald Reagan 
(who granted amnesty to three 
million undocumented immi­
grants in 1986) or even George 
W. Bush (who supported a path 
to legalization for the undocu­
mented). 

Romney Inight consider that 
his immigration stance is at 
odds with his faith. The 
Mormon Church actively pro­
motes compassion towards all 
immigrants. 

Most of all, Romney needs 
to realize that Americans don't 
want a long, slow purge of the 
undocumented. What we want 
is sensible, comprehensive 
immigration refo1m. 

Raul A. Reyes is an attorney 
and columnist in New York City. 
This article was distributed via 
OtherWords 
(Other Words. org) II 

histo1y stimulated critics of 
global waiming research within 
the scientific community, and 
this dissent was seized upon and 
amplified by political critics of 
the mainstream consensus. 

During a debate on a 2003 
Senate bill to limit greenhouse 
gasses, Senator James Inhofe 
used the alternative research -
a few studies not widely 
accepted by climate scientists -
to suggest "Man-made global 
warining is the greatest hoax 
ever perpetrated on the 
American people." 

Extreme political statements 
became the justification for 
harassment. Bradley discussed 
in some detail an investigation 
initiated in 2005 by Republican 
Joe Barton, chair of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Investigations. Barton wrote a 
group of scientists, including 
Bradley, demanding "full 
records" of their research. 
These records were to include 
vast quantities of raw data, 
emails and info1mation about 
personal finances. This effo1t 
was sharply attacked as "ille­
gitimate" with the goal of 
intimidating scientists by 
another influential Republican, 
Sherwood Boehlert, chair of 
the House Science Committee. 

Bradley called Boehlert the 
"hero" of this particular contro­
versy. (Barton, who is clearly 
the villain in Bradley's eyes, 

Deli, eat in or take oul, 

Ba kt•r)· S 1wC'ia I Li<·s, 

was later accused of encourag­
ing plagiarism in a 2006 report 
by his committee.) 

Bradley argued that these 
tactics have established a pat­
tern of intiinidation and harass­
ment. They have also been 
effective in casting doubt on the 
scientific consensus about glob­
al warning. Americans, it 
seems, are far more skeptical on 
manmade climate change than 
their European counterpa1ts. 

Bradley presented survey 
data showing that views on the 
subject are highly correlated 
with political affiliation. 
Predictably, liberal Democrats 
are overwhelming in support of 
the scientific consensus on 
global warming. Republicans 
are far more skeptical, although 
the majority appears to believe 
the Ea1th is warming. Tea Party 
members were shown to be, 
shall we say, overwhelmingly 
skeptical. 

Bradley delivered a ha1rnw­
ing tale of pa1tisan attacks on 
science, but there appeared to 
be few skeptics on global 
wa1ming science at the Leveret 
Libara1y. Perhaps the only 
shortcoming was that Bradley 
forgot to bring copies of his 
new book, Global Warming 
and Political Intimidation, pub­
lished by University of 
Massachusetts Press. He proba­
bly could have sold a few on 
the spot. 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Wage Study Proposed in Response to 
Town Employee Pay Concerns 

BYJANEL 
NOCKLEBY - Workers 
in town departments are 
dissatisfied with their 
levels of compensation, 
after several years of 
budget tightening. 

In response to several 
complaints throughout 
town departments, the 
selectboard on Tuesday 
agreed to have a special 
town meeting in late 
March or early April in 
order to vote on funding 
for a wage and classifica­
tion study. 

Staffing and wage cut­
backs since the recession 
began have challenged 
town departments, and 
"Each department has a 
good case they can 
make" for more staff or 
better compensation, said 
selectboard chair Mark 
Fairbrother. 

Selectboard member 
Pat Allen emphasized 
that having the big pic­
ture to "get context" 
would be critical for the 
town to make the best 
choices possible given 
continued budget con­
straints. 

In a follow-up call, 
town administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said the 
purpose of the study 
would be to smvey sur­
rounding communities, 
and communities with 
comparable demograph­
ics to Montague, to make 
sure the town has not 
slipped behind in paying 
competitive wages and 
benefits to its employees. 
The town has not con­
ducted a wage and classi­
fication study since 
2001; (recommendations 
from that study were 
finally implemented in 
2005). 

Abbondanzio said, 
"We don't want to 
become a training ground 
for surrounding towns. 
It's apparent at entry 
level positions we are not 
keeping pace." 

Among the many 

requests from town 
departments are bonuses 
and reclassifications for 
Water Pollution Control 
Facility personnel, 
increased hours for board 
of selectmen clerical 
work and building 
inspection administrative 
tasks, and stipends for 
computer administration. 
The highway department 
would like to rehire a 
groundskeeper and a 
mechanic, and the WPCF 
would also like to add 
another employee. 

While these and other 
departments wait for a 
wage and classification 
study to be approved, 
Barbara Miller's request 
for a stipend for her 
information technology 
work for town hall was 
approved for the next fis­
cal year's budget, at 
$2,000. Miller, who is 
also the director of 
assessing, has been doing 
the computer work for 
the last three years with­
out a stipend, whereas 
previously stipends had 
been paid for such work. 

Town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio has 
already begun gathering 
quotes for a wage and 
classification study from 
consulting firms, for 
what he estimated could 
be a $20,000 - $25,000 
study. 

In 2005, a background 
document provided to 
town meeting members 
from the town adminis­
trator on the estimated 
cost of implementing the 
earlier pay and classifi­
cation sh1dy calculated 
the likely impact to town 
finances at $115,000. 

Meanwhile, the art 
must go on. 

Go on an old mill 
building, that is. In 
January, it was announced 
that Terry Marashlian of 
No1thfield won the $7500 
juried Riverscaping 
design award for Tumers 
Falls (other awards were 

also granted for 
Springfield, Holyoke, 
and Hadley through Five 
College / European 
Union Riverscaping 
grants), to install his art 
project on the fa~ade of 
Strathmore mill Building 
Number Eleven. 

Marashlian presented 
his designs to the select­
board to get their 
approval of the aesthet­
ics, in order to continue 
the process of obtaining 
funding and insurance 
for the project through 
the Riverscaping grant. 

The selectboard 
approved the project. 

"I can't wait to see it," 
said Allen. 

"It's an entirely plau­
sible, creative idea," 
commented building 
inspector David Jensen. 

Marashlian will install 
a series of 460 moveable 
panels made out of high­
ly reflective recycled 
aluminum, which will 
shimmer in the wind and 
mirror the motion of the 
Connecticut River, on the 
face of Building Eleven 
using special compres­
sion clamps, which artist 
explained should not 
damage the old brick­
work. 

"Safety and liability 
are my number one prior­
ity," he said, although he 
also welcomed any 
opportunity to involve 
the community in the 
process of thinking about 
the art and design. "I'm 
so happy to be doing 
this," Marashlian added. 

A former teacher at 
San Francisco 
University, now a three 
year resident of 
Northfield, has installed 
large scale art projects in 
California, Northfield, 
and Springfield which 
have included wigwams, 
solar panels, and 
Archimedes screws. 

Town planner Walter 
Ramsey explained the art 
project can stay up on the 

WARREN from page 1 
people jammed into the 
room went from expectant 
to wildly enthusiastic in 
their welcome. 

It is fair to say that 
Waffen's opening remarks 
about her upbringing by 
working parents, her 
father's heart attack when 
she was 12, her mother's 
employment at Sears in 
order to make the m01t­
gage payments, her own 
first job as a babysitter 
paid 35 cents an hour, and 
her description of her 
three older brothers se1ved 
to make her seem as famil­
iar as the girl next door. 
Formerly an elementa1y 
school teacher, she gave 
great kudos to public 
schools and universities 
where she was educated 
through law school. 
Waffen now teaches law at 
Harvard University. 

She went on to take 

building as long as the 
selectboard would like. 
"It is an opportunity to 
change the perception of 
the mill to a place of 
potential and possibili­
ty," he said. 

In other news, the 
selectboard approved a 
warrant for the presiden­
tial primary on March 
6th; the election will also 
include local state com­
mittee appointments. 

The selectboard 
approved WPCF super­
intendent Bob 
Trombley's request for 
a pump station survey 
to be performed, in 
order to help determine 
which aspects of the 
sewer infrastructure 
need to be repaired or 
replaced first, now that 
the combined sewer 
overflow project is 
complete. 

Trombley explained 
that some elements of the 
eight pump stations (not 
including Lake Pleasant 
pump stations) may be 
between 30 and 60 years 
old, and parts are getting 
hard to obtain to make 
necessary repairs II 
as needed. ■ 

IOi:'! 

questions from the floor. 
Warren said she would 

work to overturn the 
Defense of Ma1riage Act 
to end discrimination 
against non-traditional 
couples. 

When she listed a half 
dozen of Senator Brown's 
negative votes on bills 
from health car·e refo1m to 
President Obama's jobs 
bill, outlining her suppo1t 
for these same measures 
and how she would work 
to support progressive leg­
islation, the people in the 
Arts Cafe cheered louder 
with each point she made. 

To the suggestion that 
what America really needs 
is single payer health care, 
WarTen responded, "Yes, 
but we need to make sure 
the Republicans don't 
undo health care reform 
and send us backwards." 

The audience listened 
closely to everything 
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Waffen said. At eve1y 
point where she expressed 
her beliefs and positions, 
they responded with roars 
of approval. Warren's 
introduction to the 
Democrats of Franklin 
Cotmty soon took on the 
air of an old fashioned 
political stemwinder, with 
the crowd getting more 
energized with each 
remark she made. 

The statewide polls 
may not show it yet, with 
Waffen down by nine 
points in Suffolk 
University's telephone 
smvey of 600 
Massachusetts residents 
last week. But Scott 
Brown might want to take 
note of the electric 
response Waffen generates 
just by stepping into a 
room and saying hello. 

Our junior senator has 
reason to be ne1v- 111!,,,111 
ous. 111.!1 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERITT TRAILS COMMITTEE 

Chain Saw Safety Class, 
and Leverett Trails Report 

BY MARY ALICE 
WILSON - On March 3rd, 
from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Leverett town hall, the 
Leverett trails committee 
will present ce1tified chain 
saw safety instructor 
Walker Korby for a free 
class on 'Chainsaw Safety 
and Maintenance.' If you 
have never used a saw and 
are planning to, or if you 
are an occasional user, this 
class is essential. Even if 
you have been using one 
for years, you ar·e still guar·­
anteed to come away with 
some new knowledge to 

keep you sawing safely for 
many more year·s to come. 

On March 4th, at 2:00 
p.m., at the Leverett 
Library, the committee 
presents: 'the Trails of 
Leverett'. What has been 
accomplished by the 
Leverett Trails committee, 
with the help of many vol­
unteers, and what still 
needs to be done? More 
trail work? Mapping? 
Stewardship? Bring your 
ideas. 

For more information 
visit: www.rattlesnakegut­
te1trust.org/events. 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 
Wendell Considers Regionalization Articles 

BY JOSH made the opening remark 
HEINEMANN & that the special meeting 
KATIE NOLAN - of the selectboard should 
Wendell will hold a spe- have been based on 
cial town meeting on Wendell's questions for 
Tuesday, February 28th. the RPC, rather than on 

On that meeting's the RPC's effort to con­
wa1rnnt are two articles vince Wendell to approve 
that address school the hybrid regionaliza-
regionalization. tion plan as proposed. 

The first would Finance committee 
rescind the vote of member Jim Slavas said 
December 19th, 2007 the intention was to have 
which authorized the regionalization consult­
Mahar school committee ant Ken Rocke present 
to study a range of K -12 options, and then to seek 
regionalization altema- consensus around which 
tives, including a four of those options the RPC 
town K-12 district. should pursue. 

The second would Ba1tlett said the RPC 
authorize the Mahar seems to have the strange 
school committee to belief that no one in 
study a range of K-12 Wendell knows what the 
regionalization altema- school committee and the 
tives, excluding a pre-K - finance committee repre-
12 hybrid district. sentatives are up to, that 

The Mahar regional- Slavas and ldoine and 
ization planning commit- Baldwin are obstructing 
tee (RPC) had asked to the regionalization 
meet with the Wendell process while keeping 
selectboard, so the Wendell citizens in the 
Wendell selectboard dark about their tactics. 
scheduled an extra, off- Baldwin said he was 
week meeting for convinced that, "Jim 
Wednesday, February [Slavas] knows more 
22nd, at 5:00 p.m., and about the ramifications," 
school committee mem- of the hybrid regionaliza­
bers Dick Baldwin, and tion proposal than any­
Johanna Bartlett, joined one on the RPC. He said 
the selectboard on that pushing the plan 
February 15th along with through now would be 
finance committee mem- premature, the Swift 
hers to discuss the agen- River School administra­
da for the upcoming tion and school commit­
meeting with the RPC. tee is satisfied as a mem-

Finance committee ber ofU-28, and the RPC 
chair Michael Idoine's is resisting looking at 

other possibilities. 
Selectboard member 

Dan Keller suggested the 
school committee and 
finance committee mem­
bers send the selectboard 
a list of issues that should 
be addressed at this meet­
ing. S e 1 e c t b o a r d 
chair Christine Heard 
said the biggest question 
is why the RPC does not 
pursue other regionaliza­
tion options. 

The special meeting 
was scheduled for 5:00 
p.m. because finance com­
mittee member Doug 
Tanner was scheduled to 
perform at the Deja Brew 
pub at 7:30 p.m. that night. 

Nancy Graton opened 
the meeting by reserving 
the town hall for the ten­
tative date of Sunday, 
April 15th, for a spaghet­
ti supper to benefit Good 
Neighbors. Graton said 
one third of Wendell res­
idents are signed up to 
get food at the Sunday 
food pantry distributions. 

Selectboard members 
signed an agreement, as 
approved at the annual 
town meeting, that would 
authorize the Hampshire 
Council of Governments 
to get DPU approval to 
enter into an electricity 
purchasing agreement 
with 24 towns that have 
voted to buy electricity 
from HCOG. Unless 
they actively chose other­
wise, households in town 
will be included in this 

MORE NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

program, which is intend­
ed to save consumers 
money. 

Board members also 
signed a letter in support 
of Senate Bill 1664 and 
House Bill 1776, which 
would increase the net 
metering cap on solar on 
site generation, and so 
encourage development 
of new solar installations. 

Before talking about 
regionalization, ldoine 
reported some of the 
Department of Revenue's 
(DOR) suggestions that 
followed their financial 
management review. He 
said the DOR recom­
mended written job 
descriptions for town 
positions and recom­
mended the town use a 
different auditor. 

Keller said the auditor 
the town has been using 
is familiar with the town 
and the way it works and 
has done a good job. 

At the February 1st 
meeting, Idoine relayed 
the DOR recommenda­
tion that the town put all 
its money a1ticles on the 
annual town meeting 
warrant and avoid mak­
ing appropriations at spe­
cial town meetings 
through the year. Heard 
it is a good idea in princi­
ple, and that departments 
should start to think 
along those lines. But if 
rigidly applied, this rule 
could become too restric­
tive. 

Wend ell Meets with Regionalization Planners 
JOSH HEINEMANN -
Regionalization consult­
ant Ken Rocke began the 
meeting between Wendell 
town officials and the 
Mahar regionalization 
planning subcommittee 
(RPC) by invoking the 
"good intentions" and 
"rationality" of everyone 
present. The meeting 
between the RPC and the 
Wendell selectboard, 
finance committee, school 
committee and interested 

citizens took place on 
Wednesday, February 
22nd, and though differ­
ences were raised, discus­
sion was quiet and 
respectful. 

Michael LeBlanc, 
Petersham's representa­
tive and chair of the RPC, 
gave a short histo1y of his 
town's school regionaliza­
tion effort. In 2003, the 
Petersham town meeting 
voted to create a commit­
tee to study regionaliza-

tion. The first option fac­
ing that meeting was 
whether or not to pursue a 
K-12 region, and that 
passed almost unanimous­
ly. That left a choice 
between joining with 
Mahar and Orange for K­
l 2, or with Quabbin high 
school. 

Petersham voters chose 
Quabbin by a narrow mar­
gin, but Oakham, one of 
the towns in the Quabbin 
region, voted against 

accepting Petersham, 
closing out that option. 

Next, the town tumed 
to Mahar and formed a 
regionalization committee 
that is now the RPC. 

He said the choice to 
regionalize was never 
about money, but about 
the quality of education, 
the idea of a continuous 
cmriculum for every stu­
dent and being able to fol­
low eve1y sh1dent from 
see WENDELL pg 14 

LEONARDO from pg 1 
interviews with special­
ists, the show's curator, 
star turns from guests 
across the arts, even 
remarks from an 
Anglican bishop. 

The documentary 
includes segments about 
Leonardo's life, and 
preparations for the exhi­
bition. 

Most of the paintings 
at the National Galle1y 
have been loaned from 
museums in France, Italy 
and Poland. One big sm­
prise is that the exhibition 
also included Christ as 
Salvator Mundt (Savior 
of the World), a newly 
attributed 16th painting 
owned by the National 
Galle1y. 

This ethereal portrait 
depicts Jesus with his 
hand raised in blessing. 
The actress Fiona Shaw 
pinpoints the eeriness of 
Jesus as depicted in the 
painting when she refers 
to "the hovering etemity" 
of the image. 

Interestingly, the 
Salvator Mundt was only 
authenticated in 2011 as a 
Da Vinci painting, after 
some controversy. 

Although a1t historians 
had known that Da Vinci 
had painted a version of 
Salvatore Mundt, the 
painting itself was lost for 
cenh1ries. 

The work was docu­
mented in the collection 
of King Charles I of 
England in 1649 before it 
was sold at auction in 
1763. Where it had been 
stored subsequently is 
unknown. 

Previous restoration 
attempts made the paint­
ing difficult to authenti­
cate, and it was sold at 
auction for a mere 45 
pounds in 1958. 

In 2005, the work was 
acquired by a consortium 
of US art dealers and 
restored. The painting 
has since been studied by 
several experts on Da 
Vinci and the 
Renaissance period. A 
consensus has emerged 
that this work is, in fact, 
the long lost Salvatore 
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Mundt da Vinci painted. 
Another high point of 

the exhibit is that it 
includes both of Da 
Vinci's two versions of 
the Virgin of the Rocks. In 
a rare cooperation, the 
Louvre allowed its pre­
cious version to cross the 
Channel so it could hang 
- for the first time ever -
in the same room as 
Leonardo's second ver­
sion of the painting, 
which is owned by the 
National Gallery. 

One big difference 
between the two paintings 
is that the National 
Gallery has restored and 
cleaned their painting, 
while the Louvre has not. 
Due to this, the colors are 
strikingly dissimilar. 

Along with many of 
Da Vinci's drawings and 
uncompleted paintings, 
the exhibition includes 
three of da Vinci's beau­
tifully idealized, yet fully 
expressive portraits: The 
Portrait of a Musician, 
La Belle Ferronniere, and 
The Lady with an Ermine. 

Overall, the movie 
tends toward redundant 
hyperbole, which makes 
it often come across as 
more a fluffy adve1tise­
ment for the National 
Gallery than an art retro­
spective of substance. 
Viewers are continually 
reminded, for example, 
that the exhibition is a 
"one e-in-a-li f etime, 
never-to- be-repeated" 
occasion. 

However, the movie 
does have some wonder­
ful highlights and 
includes a few interesting 
perceptions about Da 
Vinci's unique approach. 
And the works them­
selves are so impressive 
that - for those of us who 
missed the opporhmity to 
attend the exhibition in 
London - it is a rare treat 
to see them! 

Leonard Live will be 
shown again on March 
3rd and 5th at the 
Amherst Cinema, with 
limited tickets still avail­
able. The Febmary shows 
have sold out. 
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Letter Jrom l~taobol 
The Arab Spring Should Come to T urke_y 

Turkish lawmakers discuss the ftnerpoints of legislation at a recent meeting of Parliament on February 9th. 

BY CHRISTOPHER guard. Modem Turkey has been relief. The memories of coups are 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO - plagued by military coups. generally unpleasant for most of 

Turkey is engaged in a fierce The militaiy in Turkey has ai1 the population. By the end of 
debate over how democratic ai1d ainbivalent reputation. Some 2011, however, many Turks were 
seculai· a nation it will be. view the aimy as the guai·dian of beginning to feel that Erdogan 

In many ways, this is not sur- the constitution, poised to enforce ai1d the AKP were attempting to 
prising. Turkey is a heavily Kemal Ataturk's (founder of consolidate power so they could 
Islamic country. Istanbul, for modem Turkey) insistence on a push forwai·d an Islamic agenda 
instance, has more mosques per clear division between mosque without fear of a militaty coup. 
square kilometer than any city in and state. This theory has been fueled in 
the Muslim world, including Others see the military as a pait by the fact that no militaiy 
Mecca. And while few women mthless bunch of ultra-national- officer has yet been put on trial, 
wear chadors or burkas, the ists who have little regai·d for nor has evidence against the 
majority of Turks ai·e fairly tradi- democratic principles, and who accused plotters been made pub-
tional Smmi Muslims. ai·e quick to stifle ai1y possible lie. 

But the mling Islainist-leaning compromise of Ataturk's original The airests have not been con-
Justice and Development Patty vision of a strong central govern- fined simply to militaty officers. 
(AKP) has also presided over a ment, in which !slain is seen as Jom11alists, too, have been tar­
booming economy, and for most the political enemy. gets. More than 100 jomnalists 
here, this matters even more thai1 Erdogan and the AKP are now sit behind bai·s, with no trials 
the AKP's religiosity. ainong those who view the mili- scheduled, nor evidence against 

Within the past year, however, tary with distrust Therefore, it them circulated in public. 
growing signs have emerged that was not much of a smprise when The attempted silencing of the 
seculai· ai1d democratic principles last yeai· a number of militaiy press has created an even bigger 
are less importai1t for the govern- officers were accused by the jus- chill in the com1tiy, and has made 
ment ai1d the mling paity thai1 tice ministiy of plotting to over- allies out of right-wing national-
holding onto power itself. throw the govemment. ists, liberals ai1d fai·-Ieftists. 

The AKP, headed by prime At first, just a few officers Several highly respected edi-
minister Recep Tayyip Erdogai1, were aITested. By the end of tors, writers and publishers ai·e 
is still enonnously popular in 2011, over 400 cmrent and for- now behind bai·s in Turkey. 
Turkey, as evidenced by its land- mer officers, ainong them mai1y Among the more high-profile 
slide reelection last summer. generals and admirals - including internees ai·e one of Turkey's 
Almost from the moment of the fotmer chief-of-staff of the most eminent publishers, Ragip 
Erdogai1's first election in 2003, aimed services - were swept up Zaragolu, a constitutional law 
he demonstrated a feai· (some and imprisoned on vague charges professor, Busra Ersamli, and 
critics call it paranoia) of being of conspiracy. distinguished investigative jour­
ousted from power by force. When the rom1d-up began, nalists Ahmet Sik and Nedi.In 

Erdogai1 has reason to be on mai1y Turks breathed sighs of Sener. All ai·e vaguely charged 

with aidi.t1g the political wing of 
the outlawed PKK (Kurdistan 
Workers' Patty). 

The ai1·est ofZaragolu, a long­
ti.tne foe of government censor­
ship, sent shockwaves across 
Turkey, and reverberated i.t1tema­
tionally. PEN International, the 
world-wide association of writ­
ers, denom1ced Zaic1golu's ai1·est 
in the sn·ongest tenns. American 
PEN delivered a petition of 
protest on Zai-agolu's behalf to 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton. 

Ahmet Sik ai1d Nedim Sener 
are vaguely accused of conspir­
ing with a gai1g aiming to over­
throw the government - a gang 
whose criminal activity they had 
exposed in the past. More recent­
ly, Sener, who was named a 
World Press Freedom Hero by 
the International Press Institute 
last year, and Sik had begun 
investigating the activities of a 
powerful Islainic network with 
Ii.Ilks to the government. 

Among the evidence seized 
dming Sik's ai1·est was a book he 
was writing, in which he claimed 
the Turkish police had been infil­
n·ated by Islainists. 

Prosecutors ordered evety 
copy of the manuscript, which 
they described as an "illegal orga­
nizational document," seized. 
One copy managed to escape the 
searches ai1d seiZUl'es and, last 
November, Sik's book was final­
ly published through the eff01ts 
of friends. 

It went on display i.t1 a grand 
act of defiai1ce at the Istai1bul 
International Book Fair last fall. 

Despite these airests, a fair 
number of committed Turkish 
writers and colmnnists have con­
ti.tmed to speak out against the 
wholesale airest of their fellow 
scriveners. 

The Europeans ai·e also keep­
ing a watchful eye on Turkey. 
Paris-based Repo1ters Without 
Borders listed Turkey as 148th 
out of 178 com1tI'ies in its World 
Press Freedom Index for 2011. 

Even some Americaiis ai·e get­
ti.t1g involved. On Januaty 30th, 
Brooklyn wi'iter Paul Auster, who 
is also vice-president of 
Amet'ican PEN, ai1d whose nov­
els ai·e extremely popular in 
Turkey, gave an inte1view to one 
of the leadi.t1g Turkish papers. In 
it, Auster announced he would 
not come to Turkey, "because of 
impt'isoned wi'iters and jomnal­
ists." 

These statements created an 
immediate backlash from pt'ime 
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minister Erdogan. 
"Paul Auster gave an inter­

view to a Turkish newspaper 
recently. He said he will not come 
to Turkey as he finds it anti-dem­
ocratic and because of ai1·ested 
jom11alists. Oh! We were much in 
need of you! If you come, so 
what? If you don't come, so 
what? Will Turkey lose pres­
tige?" 

Erdogan continued, attacking 
Auster next for his willingness in 
the past to visit Israel. 

"Supposedly, Israel is a demo­
cratic, secular countiy, a com1tiy 
where freedom of expression and 
individual t'ights and freedoms 
are limitless. What ai1 ignorant 
man you are. Aren't these the 
ones that rained bombs doWll on 
Gaza? The ones that lam1ched 
phosphoms bombs and used 
chemical weap01is? How can you 
not see this?" 

Auster responded, "All coun­
tI'ies ai·e flawed and beset by myr­
iad problems, Mr. Prime 
Minister, i.t1cluding my United 
States, i.t1cluding your Turkey, 
ai1d it is my firm conviction that 
in order to improve conditio11S in 
our countl'ies, in eve1y countiy, 
the freedom to speak and publish 
without censorship or tl1e threat 
of i.tnpt'isonment is a sacred t'ight 
for all men and women." 

Erdogan, not yet satisfied, 
retorted: "We have a situation 
here that Western intellectuals 
have never expet'ienced. In the 
west, jomnalists do not take pait 
in coup plots, tl1ey do not write 
books to lay the grom1d for 
coups." 

The opposition Republican 
People's Paity (CHP), however, 
is urgi.t1g Auster to come so that 
he cai1 see first-hand how Turkey 
is squelching press freedom. 

This, in tum, brought another 
ai1gry response from Erdogan. 

"If that wt'iter [Auster] 
responds to tl1e CHP's invitation 
ai1d comes to Turkey, let tl1em go 
together also to Israel and picnic 
at a hill overlooki.t1g Gaza." 

The opposition patty, the CHP, 
has also been vety actively 
engaged in attempting to make 
public at home and abroad their 
concerns that democracy is tiuly 
at peril in Turkey. Earlier tllis 
month, the head of the CHP, 
Kemal Kilicdai·oglu, denounced 
Erdogan in a Washington Post 
op-ed piece as a "post-modem 
dictator." 

In Turkey, Kilicdai·oglu wi·ote, 
"One gets ai1·ested; tl1en auth011-

see ISTANBUL page 1 O 
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(!,,/:t,inese (!,,ulture t!irc,u1!i Stu~ent 
r.i;es, ~t 9re~t F~tts Int :f,x!iiht 

BY SHEILA 
DAMKOEHLER 
GREAT FALLS - During the 
month of March, art, histo1y, and 
literature converge at East to 
West, an exhibit of student art at 
the Great Falls Discove1y Center 
in Tmners Falls. 

The student art work is 
inspired by traditional Chinese 
family recreational activities 
related to this year's Pioneer 
Valley Big Read selection: The 
Joy Luck Club, by Amy Tan. The 
public is invited to a free opening 
reception on Saturday, March 
3rd, from 1 :00 to 3:00 pm. and 
can view the exhibit Fridays and 
Satw-days from March 9th -
March 31st, from 10:00 a.m. -
4:00pm. 

With this exhibit, young read­
ers and rutists from area public 
schools are helping the 
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association (PVMA) and 
Memorial Hall Museum explore 

the themes presented in Amy 
Tan's book about 20th century 
Chinese immigrants ru1d their life 
in China and in their new home 
in the West. The Joy Luck Club 
makes frequent reference to 
times of recreation with family 
and friends, thus the theme of 
"Stories, Gaines, and Festivals" 
was chosen as the exhibit's 
focus. 

Students from kindergruten 
through grade seven from 
Greenfield ru1d Pioneer Valley 
Regional schools used a variety 
of media - including watercol­
or, pastel, tempera, and inks -
to create an rurny of two- and 
three-dimensional art inspired by 
Chinese traditions ru1d motifs. 
Two hundred years ago, local 
residents may have first enjoyed 
Chinese or Chinese-inspired rut 
through Chinese expo1t porce­
lain (or English imitations), so 
the exhibit also looks at that eai·­

lier fascination with Chinese a1t 

through digital images of 
Memorial Hall Museum's 
cerainics collection - blending 
rut, histo1y, ru1d literature. 

The exhibit is one of a mun­
ber of events around the valley 
this winter and spring that are 
sponsored by PVMA's Big Read 
of The Joy Luck Club (visit the 
Big Read page at www.deer­
field-ma.org for listings). 

Lanterns inspired by ''Lin Yi's 
Lantern, " a children's pidure book of 
the Chinese Moon Festival. First and 
Second graders at the Discovety School 
at Four Corners (a Greergield public 
school), worked collaborative!) to 
make the decorative papers far these 
lanterns. Students worked in pairs, 
with one class doing one stage of the 
process, and another class continuing. 
The two styles of paper the students 
made are: 1)0il pastel and watercolor 
resist, 2)Tissue paper collage on tll)'lar. 

The 1{ew f<:.en~iss~nc.e f'l~i;ers Present lreMvtre Isl~n~ 
A,t t/:i,e S/:i,e,A, r!i,e,A,ter - refrrUA,r11 ,Z+t/:i,, 7,.t,n,., refrruA,r11 ,Zf't/:i, 1,Ztt!i,, ,Z ,.f,n,. 

BY JC PRODUCT 
TURNERS FALLS - Bring 
your school age costumed pirates 
for a fun adventure on the high 
seas! 

It began with the camper's 
pledge to leave the theater with 

accent. Her life, even when sword fighting to pirate was wacky and slightly 

Is { :;;i voice was save herself, Wilson commanded derru1ged with a singular taste for 
_____ u_llq pleasant, full of the stage ru1d her lines as if Jirn ace1tai11French delicacy. In both 

what we brougl1t in, and then, 
with a hardy "Aaarghh!" of 
unity, we were off to Treasure 
Island. 

Fiona Wilson played Young 
Jim Hawkins, and set the scene 
for us in a clear, light B1itish 

innocence and Hawkins himself had come to roles Mr. Miller was a crowd 
intelligence, Tmners Falls to tell his tale. It favorite. 
ru1d she imme- was an engaging ru1d impressive Of com-se, Treasure Island 
d i a t e 1 y perfo1mance from this yom1g would not exist without a gru1g of 
impressed with thespian. pirates, ru1d this troupe clearly 
a lively and Wilson's task was made easi- delighted in the roles into which 
lengthy mono- er by a tenific supporting cast. they were cast. Whether stalking 
logue. Her Erika Wolbach's Dr. Livesy their prey, swabbing the decks, 
cadence was upstaged everyone without utter- or challenging power to the 
masterful, and ing a single word. I fom1d myself death, this rapscallion crew, on 
all the more straining to hear her above the the whole, kept the audience 
impressive for barks of a mm-dmnk pirate willingly suspending our disbe­
her youth. bully, Billy Bones, played capa- lief. They had the difficult task 

As the play bly by Tony Manica. Gilana of being on stage frequently 
went on, Ms. Chelirnsky as the loose-tongued without any wiitten lines to utter. 
Wilson played Squire TrelaW11ey tmned up the They did a mighty fine job of 
the mi-credited volume on hila1ity with her silly being in the moment - reacting 
dual role of jigs and finely tm1ed snobbe1y. to the dialogue ru·ound them and 
Y om1g Jim and The audience would have staying in chru·acter througl1out. 
the nanator, delighted at more stage time The leader of the pirate gang, 
d e 1 i v e r i n g from these two cmsty upper Long John Silver, was played by 

speeches like pirate jewels, each classmen and the herut-broken Jonathan Kelly, ru1d he acted the 
as flawless as the first. Bones. part as if born for the role. He 

Wilson appeared in almost Ben Miller, first as Blind Pew lured and lulled, cajoled and 
eve1y scene and not once did she then as Ben Gunn, was another clamored, hunted ru1d hounded 
stmnble or fall out of character. gem in the bom1ty. While his like a tme villain of the high seas. 
When c1ying for her dead father, blind Frenchman was sinister He was quite convincing as the 
scrambling to save her mother's with a comic side, his mru·ooned see SHEA page 16 
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VERMONT YANKEE Info Sessions to Be Held Remember FUKUSHIMA Walk 
from SEABROOK to Vermont Yankee 

Five information sessions for 
the general public will be held in 
Franklin County on the topic of 
the Safe and Green Energy 
Alliance's 
(www.SAGEAlliance.net) 
upcoming campaign, employing 
nonviolent direct action, to sup­
po1t the state ofVe1mont's legal 
effo1t to close the Vermont 
Yankee nuclear reactor on sched­
ule on March 21st, 2012. SAGE 

from VERMONT page 1 

Commission (NRC). 
The state countered that the 

legislature was acting out of con­
cems about the plant's foture reli­
ability, environmental and eco­
nomic impacts. These concems 
are pe1mitted based on the PG&E 
case, Soirell said. 

In the PG&E case, Soirell said 
the U.S. Supreme Comt decided 
it was "not going to go into the 
legal weeds" and carefolly 
review statements made by indi­
vidual lawmakers. "Instead, they 
looked at the last, finished prod­
uct." 

Soirell said Murtha's mling 
"has the potential to chill legisla­
tive debates in the fotlll·e" and 
will make lawmakers "afraid to 
make public statements that 
could be used later to challenge 
the legal validity of legislation." 

"[There would be] a definite 
disincentive for people to speak 
their minds," said Soirell. "Left 
unchallenged, this decision could 
make it harder for ordina1y 
Vermonters to clearly state their 
views in foture legislative hear­
ings." 

The state had until Febmary 
21st to announce its decision to 
file an appeal. 

Earlier this week, Soirell had 
sought an extension until March 
9th to respond to a motion filed 
by Entergy over legal fees in the 
lawsuit. Entergy is seeking more 
than $4.6 million in legal fees 
from the state of Vermont to pay 
for the corporation's legal team. 

Soirell said Saturday the state 
of Vermont has spent roughly 
$400,000 on the Entergy v. VY 
case, and he doesn't expect that 
pm-suing an appeal will cost the 
state a substantial amotmt of 
money. 

"An appeal is less expensive 
and less time-consuming than the 
trial itself," he said. 

Soirell said he and his staff 

resource people will be present to 
answer questions about the cam­
paign, and affinity group fo1ma­
tion and nonviolence training will 
be discussed. 

Info1mation sessions will be 
held: Febmary 23rd, in 
Shelburne Falls (73 Main Street, 
7:00 pm., contact: 413-625-
9671); Febmary 26th, in Orange 
(13 South Main, 3 :00 p m., con­
tact: tom@tomwyattphoto.com); 

have been consulting with the 
Washington, D.C., law fom 
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, Todd, 
Evans, and Figel on possible 
strategies for the appeal. 

Soirell said Saturday he has 
been working with David 
Frederick, whom he described as 
a "nationally respected" attomey 
with extensive experience in fed­
eral appellate cases. He said 
Frederick will play a "prominent 
role" in the appeal effo1t. 

The state did not seek outside 
legal help dming the initial trial. 

When asked if he had any 
regrets for not doing so, Soirell 
responded he had "absolutely 
none," adding that if the state had 
chosen to seek outside cotmsel, 
"It wouldn't have cost $4.6 mil­
lion like Entergy." 

The Entergy legal team was 
led by Kathleen Sullivan, the for­
mer dean of Stanford Law 
School, who is considered one of 
the top attomeys in the cmmtiy. 

"Co1porations can b1ing much 
more resources to bear [ in a case] 
than a state the size ofVe1mont," 
Soirell said. "But the cost of the 
case should not have an effect on 
the righmess of the cause and the 
desire to fight." 

"This is a case that will have 
wide effects beyond Ve1mont," 
he said. "I did not think this case 
would end in Vermont, and my 
view on that hasn't changed." 

Soirell said he anticipates that 
other organizations, pro and con, 
as well as neighboring states, will 
likely file amicus, or "friend of 
the comt," briefs during the 
appeals process, but he predicted 
the appeal will not hinge upon 
how much outside support the 
state receives. 

"The bottom line is - I want 
to see Judge Murtha's mling 
overtumed," Soirell said. 

Soirell anticipates the state 
will file its briefs to the Second 
Circuit within a couple of 
months, and then Entergy will 

Febmary 27th, in Greenfield 
(Community Room Green Fields 
Market, 6:30 p.m., contact: 802-
258-0124); Febmary 27th, in 
Sunderland (Sunderland 
Library, 7:00 pm., contact: 774-
563-9845); March 4th, in 
Shutesbwy (295 Montague Road, 
5:00 p.m., contact: 413-570-
0009). An additional info session 
is planned in Gill on March 4th; 
(call 863-4992 for more details). 

have the opportunity to respond. 
Initial oral arguments will 

likely take place in the sp1ing, 
with a ti'ial probably taking place 
in the fall of 2012. 

As for the CPG that Ve1mont 
Yankee needs to operate legally 
tmder Vermont law, that case is 
before the Public Service Board, 
but the debate is now over 
whether additional testimony 
needs to be taken before the PSB 
issues its mling. 

Vermont govemor Peter 
Shumlin (D-Pumey) said earlier 
this month he supports the PSB 
taking additional testimony. In 
late January, Entergy CEO J. 
Wayne Leonard said his compa­
ny believes that, based on 
Mmtha's mling, there is no need 
to take additional testimony and 
that the PSB should issue a CPG 
to allow for Ve1mont Yankee to 
continue operations for 20 more 
years without ftuther delay. 

U.S. Senator Bemard Sanders, 
(I) said Saturday that he supports 
Vermont's decision to appeal. 

"I believe the law is clear that 
states have the right to reject 
nuclear power based on econom­
ic and other reasons that have 
nothing to do with safety," said 
Sanders in a news release. 

"If Vermont wants to move to 
energy efficiency and sustainable 
energy, no corporation should 
have the right to force our state to 
stay tethered to an aging, prob­
lem-ridden nuclear plant," 
Sanders added. 

In a statement issued 
Saturday, Entergy spokesman 
Michael Bmns said, "We stand 
ready to respond to the state's 
appeal. We are committed to 
ensming that Ve1mont Yankee 
continues to deliver safe, clean 
and reliable power to the people 
and businesses in New England, 
as it does today, and to protecting 
the jobs of the 600 dedicated 
Entergy employees in I~ 
Vermont." ~ 

LEVERETT - One year after the 
nuclear disaster at Japan's 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear facili­
ty, nine organizations including 
the Leverett Peace Pagoda are co­
sponsoring a "Remember 
Fukushima" walk to begin at the 
Seabrook Nuclear Power Station 
on the Seacoast of New 
Hampshire on March 3rd. Local 
residents are invited to join for an 
hour, a day or the whole jowney. 

This will be the 10th annual 
walk known as "Walk for a New 
Spring," begun five months after 
the World Trade Center disaste1-s 
in the sp1ing of 2002. The goal of 
each New Spring walk has been to 
inspire society to live in a more 
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ties gather evidence to establish 
an infraction. Presumed gtlilt is 
the no1m. Sadly, all opponents of 
the govemment are viewed as 
potential teirorists or plotters 
against the state." 

Erdogan as usual denounced 
Kilicdaroglu, claiming the CHP 
leader was at the forefront of a 
"very ugly and dangerous cam­
paign to smear Turkey. We will 
st111ggle against this black propa­
ganda. We will tell the whole 
world over and over again that 
not joumalists and writers but 
people who plotted a militaiy 
coup and engaged in teirorist 
activities are in jail," he said. 

The war of words has contin­
ued, as have the indefinite jail 
sentences of the vagt1ely accused 
plotters and jownalists. The 
exchanges between the AKP and 
the CHP got so heated last 
Thursday, Febmary 9th,, that an 
actual brawl empted on the floor 
of Parliament, with members of 
the opposing pa1ties pushing and 
shoving one another, and, in at 
least one case, engaging in mild 
fisticuffs. 

The domestic and intemation­
al criticism of Turkey has not 
restrained Erdogan in the least. 
Last week, he declared his party's 
mission was to "raise a pious gen­
eration." Ironically, this statement 
was made on the 75th anniversaiy 
of secularism in Turkey. 

Immediately, warning sirens 
went off in the minds of many 
Turks who have felt since the 
establishment of the republic 
quite free to practice ( or not prac­
tice) their religion as they saw fit, 
and to raise their children accord­
ing to their own beliefs. 

sustainable and peacefol way. 
This year, billed as "Remember 

Fukushima," the walk will visit 
four New England states with 
commmlities all within 50 miles of 
a nuclear power rea.ctor. 

Three reactors in this area, in 
Seabrook, NH, Plymouth, MA 
and Vemon, VT, are up for re­
licensing. All have been cited for 
leaking radioactive chemicals into 
the environment as well as other 
aging related problems. 

A calendar of the walk's 
planned route and more details 
are avaialble from Tim Bullock at 
the Peace Pagoda by phone at: 
413-485-8469 or by email at: 
walk4newsp1ing@gmail.com. 

Erdogan, tmder increased fire 
to clarify his position, seemed late 
last week only to dig himself in 
ftuther: "There is no reference to 
people as pious or non-pious in 
my statements. There is the ideal 
of raising a pious generation. I 
stand behind my words ... Do you 
expect us, the AK Paity, which 
has a conservative-democrat 
identity, to raise an atheist gener­
ation? Should we, instead, raise 
homeless drug addicts?" 

The opposition, of course, 
went into overdrive. Almost 
eve1y columnist in the major 
dailies commented. Semili Idiz, 
writing in the centi'ist newspaper 
The Milliyet, noted that no one 
was doing more to cement the 
idea that the AKP did have a 
"secret Islamic agenda it will acti­
vate once the environment is 
ripe," than Erdogan himself. 

Others, of course, came to the 
AKP's defense, but even a 
columnist in the Islarnist Zaman 
remarked that Erdogan appears to 
be flatmting the constitution. 
Others echoed this idea, but 
pointed out that with most of the 
militaiy brass in jail, the Turkish 
people couldn't cotmt on the mil­
itaiy to safegtmrd seculai'ism. 

On the sti·eet the debates ai·e 
contintling. Indeed, in every tea 
cafe in Istanbul the locals are talk­
ing about their cotmtly's situa­
tion. On the buses, in restaurants, 
in the bai·ber shop, it's a frequent 
topic of conversation, almost as 
dominant as soccer. Students, too, 
ai·e exercised over the perceived 
loss of democracy in Turkey. 

As one student recently 
remarked, "Perhaps the Arab 
Spring should be a 1~ 
model for Turkey." ~ 
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The editors would like to thank the following for their generous financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: -

Klondike Sound, Green Fields Market, Carlin Barton, Michael Muller and 

Dr. Robert Koolkin, Montague Dental Arts 

Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague Reporter at 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376; 

or email us your poetry at reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

It is difficult to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day for lack 
of what is found there. 

Ask the Kids -~ 
' " 

'/4 Thank you, Maure Briggs Carrington - ,,,. 
For Occupying the bank, every clay, in Turners._.._::! 
(The 99% are so beautiful!) -- -
I want to get my body out there too 
But my town doesn't have a bank. 
Should I occupy the post offiGe? 

I think I'll ask the children, 
"How can our town join the Occupation?" -
I'll explain the problems. Say we need solutions. 
They'll know what to do. Tliey always know. 
Let's ask the kids, in scnool. 

Let's ask them Now! 

-Alice Scheffey 
Leverett 

They Shall Beat Their Swords ... 

With my father's Anny ballpeen hammer I'd found 
down in the cellar, I kept banging on the swordblade, 
trying to tum it back into a plowshare like the ones 
the prophets sang of. Plowshares? Hell, what did I know 
of plowshares? Once more trouble was stewing-

you could taste it-what with old Shermans phosphoring 
into ash across the desert, and all those blackened corpses 
on the road to Tripoli and Hell. My right forefinger 
stood poised on the passage from Isaiah, searching for 
the recipe for peace. Too late, the pundits wagged Too late! 

Too late for anything like peace. A thousand generations 
since Cain clubbed his brother in some field, and a million 
cries for peace, for plowshares, say, and what's to show? 
The bells keep tolling in their broken towers for the dead 
at Megiddo or at Manhattan's smoking prow, as at Shiloh, 

Passchendaele, the Bulge ... and now in some hell hole called 
Abbottabad Four Blackhawks in and one already down. 
And the ballpeen hammer bangs once more as some blinded 
prophet scrambles from his bed. Ah, my father, look how 
the plowshares keep turning into bullets, and the bullets 
into brains. 

-Paul Mariani 
Montague 

When Corporations Are People 

I shook hands with a corporation today; 

felt grey flannel veins 

pumping poison 

where blood might have been. 

Deliberate, precise, 

its cold, calculating fingers 

rubbed my skin raw. 

The corporation leered at me, 

a ghoulish hermaphrodite 

enshrouded in 

a drab, ominous fog 

thick with masculine ideology 

and the stench of rigor mortis. 

I wrenched myself 

from the corporation's steely grip, 

palpitating like an agitated machine 

and saturated in sickening metallic 
sweat. 

My nausea embraced me, 

as though it were the caress 

of a warm and caring hand 

-KevinSmith 
Turners Falls 

Contributors' Notes: 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 
Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, and Janel Nockleby 

design by Claudia Wells 

Christmas Eve 1945 

They've propped me with a comforter 
there in the living room just off the dim,lit kitchen, 
where reddish bubble lights keep winking 
from the etched,out blue black spruce. The scratched 

mahogany top of Uncle Charlie's secondhand 
Dumont lies pried open at an angle like some coffin 
lid, flickering gray images off its five,inch screen. 
I'm five, alone, enmeshed now in the first TV 

pictures I've ever seen, the strains of a violin 
playing klezmer music as Anny bulldozers nose 
white manikins forward, legs and arms flailing 
as they tumble headlong into the pit. A pall 

of snow pitches forward into the darkness 
of these tenements as a voice keens there 
from the console, though it's the music I keep hearing, 
notes long since tattooed upon my tattered brain. 

For the thousandth time the Anny bulldozers 
tum again, nosing the bodies forward into the waiting 
maw. Once more the dark night the Psalmist sang of 
hunkers down. as if keeping watch., except that 

they're all gone now, the once,Jiving and the dead. returned 
now to the depths from which we all once sprang. Nothing 
for it then. old cantor. but to sing them on their way, all those 
with names. names ooly. and t.he million namelesc; ones. 

-Paul Mariani 
Montague 

Kevin Smith lives in Turners Falls and is a 
tubist, therapist , and poet. 

Alice Scheffey lives in Leverett. 

Paul Mariani lives in Montague Center, is a 
poet, teacher, and biographer. His biogra­
phy of Hart Crane, The Broken Tower, has 
inspired a film by James Franco. 

Cini Brown is a Berkeley mom watching life 
go by and kids grow up. Some moments 
feel like poetry. 
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On Books - Why I Left the Amish 
just such a 
vehicle, offered 
to older women 
who want to 
pursue a col­
lege education. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
GILL - In her book, Why I Left 
the Amish, Saloma Miller 
Furlong gives several reasons, 
telling her life sto1y in the pres­
ent, coupled with flashbacks to a 
fo1mer life and time. 

I was interested in Saloma's 
story because our family 
became acquainted with an 
Amish family in Pennsylvania, 
decades ago. We have kept in 
touch with them, and it is inter­
esting to see changes in their 
lifestyle as children take over 
and their bishops grow more 
lenient. 

The Amish is a group of 
Christian church fellowships 
that form a closed society, and 
Saloma's conununity in rural 
Ohio was no exception. 
Outsiders can neither join nor 
many into the social group, 
except when Amish leave, 
marry an outsider, and then 
retum as a couple with the out­
sider applying to join. Man'iage 
within the conununity often 
means manying cousins. 

The Amish are known for 
simple living, plain dress, and 
resistance to modem conven­
iences, including ownership of 
motorized transport, though 
they often ride in someone 
else's motorized vehicle. 

Eve1y aspect of Amish life is 
govemed by a male hierarchy, 
down to details about hairstyle 
and beards. The bishop, who 
rules his church district like a 
fiefdom, is guided by elders, 
composed of Ininisters and dea­
cons. Decisions about eve1yday 
aspects of life may often seem 
capricious, varying from district 
to district. 

"Our bishop in Ohio allowed 
the use of chainsaws, back when 
I still lived there," Saloma said. 
"That was long before other 

bishops allowed them. Amish 
people heat with wood, so it was 
a great time saver." 

Our friends in Pennsylvania 
only recently got the bishop's 
nod to use chainsaws. 

Women are second class citi­
zens in the social order, with lit­
tle or no say in their day to day 
affairs. In Saloma's earlier life, 
she lived in a family dominated 
by a sharp tongued grandmoth­
er, an abusive father and an abu­
sive brother. Saloma felt she 
didn't leave the Amish, as much 
as she escaped the Amish and 
the abuse of her father and 
brother. 

Saloma needed to carefully 
plan and conceal her flight, so as 
to avoid being brought back for 
a concerted harangue by family 
and church members urging her 
retum to the fold. She worked 
for an "English" woman, doing 
housework, and this woman ini­
tially helped her. She was fur­
ther encouraged by the kindness 
of strangers in the outside 
world, as she made her way to 
Ve1mont by rail, in a sponta­
neous latter day version of the 
underground railroad. 

Saloma dreamed of advanc­
ing her education. Amish chil­
dren cannot further their educa­
tion beyond granunar school, 
either in an Amish school, 
taught by a teacher who has 
only a granunar school educa­
tion, or in a public school. 

Saloma attended both. She 
did well in school despite often 
being kept at home to help with 
chores. When school officials 
said that was not a valid reason, 
Saloma's mother simply wrote 
"Ill" as an excuse for keeping 
her home. 

Boys are allowed to sow their 
wild oats, drinking, racing their 
buggies and engaging in other 

fo1ms of rebellion until age 21, 
when the conununity requires 
them to act as responsible 
Amish adults. Girls are not 
allowed similar privileges. 

Saloma describes the custom 
of "bundling" as the Amish way 
of dating, where a girl awaits 
her date in bed dressed in a 
night gown. She was expected 
to find a suitable mate in this 
way, but none of the suitors 
sparked her interest. 

Though the "English" are 
often scomed because of their 
high living and complicated 
lives, the Amish have gradually 
let some of their "simple living" 
slip away as they adopt the ways 
of the outside world. 

A ME!MOIR 
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Saloma 
describes her 
tom feelings 
during reconcil­
iation with her 
family, when 
she retums with 
her husband to 
attend her 
father's funeral. 
The retmion 
with family and 
community 
results in mixed 
emotions, and 
certainly a 
mixed recep­
tion. 

T h i s 
engrossing 
book is both 
engaging and 
informative. 

Saloma discovered that 
strangers were surprisingly 
helpful and sympathetic during 
her flight from the Amish, when 
she first buys "English" clothes 
to disguise her Amish appear­
ance. Later, a kindly train con­
ductor goes out of his way to 
assist her on her first train trip 
ever, (in a scene reininiscent of 
the Harrison Ford movie 
Witness) in a strange new world 
far from home and friends, as 
she made her way to Vermont. 

happy to be free, but is faced 
with the dilenuna of longing for 
family and friends. 

Saloma meets and manies 
the love of her life, David 
Furlong, and they have two chil­
dren. She waits until her chil­
dren are grown before she sets 
out to fulfill her dream of high­
er education. The Ada 
Comstock Scholars program at 
Smith College provides her with 

Saloma brings to light the prob­
lems and consequence of living 
in a society closed off from the 
outside world, and the difficulty 
of a woman on her own making 
a break from family and com­
munity. 

Saloma encounters many 
more compassionate strangers 
as she settles in V e1mont. She is 

At the end of the book, 
Saloma includes three appen­
dixes defining terms and prac­
tices of the Amish and their 
cloistered life. 

HIGHLIGffl FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG lanes violations. operating a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license on Route 
2 at the Erving Paper Mill. 
Sunday, 2/19 

Trespassing; Personal Injury from Crash 2 p.m. Criminal applica-
0011 1SSued to 

Monday, 2/13 police tied up. 
2:10 p.m. Report of motor Thxsday, 2/16 
vehicle crash on Laurel Lake I:20 p.m. Suspicious person 
Road. No injuries. Report at High Street residence. 
taken. Checked same. No problems. 
Tuesda}', 2/14 Friday, 2/17 
5 p.m. Assisted Bemardston 12:40 a.m. 
police with a warrant arrest at 
Windmill Motel. 
Wednesday, 2/15 
8:30 p.m. Assisted with keep­

for second 
offense of operating a vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol, 

ing the peace at Pleasant Street negligent operation of a 
residence in Orange. Orange motor vehicle, and marked 

be 
operated with a revoked regis­
tration and no insurance on 
Old State Road. 

9:20 pm. Assisted Montague 
police with personal injury 
crash. Vehicle into a tree on 
Route 63 at South Lyman 
Street. 

S.t'lmlay, 2/18 
~ 
111111111111111 

6:20 p.m. Trespassing com­
plaint on Northfield Road. 
Report taken. 
Monday, 2/20 
5: IO p.m. Complaint of a dis­
turbance on Gunn Street. 

Spoke with same and advised 
of complaint. 
7:20 p.m. Report of suspi­
cious motor vehicle on East 
Main Street. All set. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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25 Millers Falls Road .J...L (413) 863-4331 
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Visit Our Tip of the Week at www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

Site Work 
• Bulldozer and Backhoe 

Work 
• Driveways 
• Land Clearing 
• Septic Systems 

Residential and Con1n1crcial 

L & D Builders 
413---648---0110 

uu;, . 
iiiii5iliiitili'1jili4'11'1 Company Parties, 

11 ~ I Birthday Parties, 
All kinds of Parties! 
The Bowling Center -

N ha ens. 

•tJa,, PICKLES 1 

Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Now available 
at Food City! 

www .realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

THECOUNTRY JEWELER 
Buying Silver & Gold 

Top Dollar Paid On The Spot 
DIAMONDS - COINS - JEWELRY, BROKEN 

CHAINS, CHARMS, SINGLE EARRINGS, 
UNWANTED JEWELRY, SILVERWARE, ETC. 

IN ANY CONDITION 

We'll Sort It For You! 
Mon.-Thurs. & Sat 9:30-5:30, Fri. 9:30-7:30 

l onK'r of i\la1n & Chapman Str.:ets. (,rec11tidd I 772-0S59 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
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We' re proud to hove 
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10 Mill Street, Greenfield, Ml\ 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: the board. through the bloodstream in pack­
ages called lipoproteins. Low­
density lipoproteins (LDL) deliv­
er cholesterol to the body. High­
density lipoproteins (HDL) 
remove cholesterol from the 
bloodstream. LDLs are often 
described as "bad" cholesterol; 
HDLs are called "good" choles­
terol. 

Food Dangers and Remedies 
• Avoid saturated fat, trans fat 
and cholesterol. A good stait­
ing point is to stay away from 
foods that come from animals 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. Are older peo­
ple more likely to choke onfood? 

More than 3,000 people choke 
to death every year. Children 
younger than three years old and 
senior citizens are the leading 
victims. 

Yotmg chilch·en swallow small 
objects that get lodged in their 
throats. One of the main causes 
for choking among seniors is ill­
fitting dentures that prevent them 
from chewing properly. This 

leads to choking on a piece of 
food. 

Other causes of choking 
include chinking alcohol which 
can dull the ne1ves that help us 
swallow, eating too fast, laughing 
while eating, eating and walking. 

If you ever have to use the 
Heimlich Maneuver on someone 
who is choking, here is a basic 
guide from the Heimlich 
Institute: 

If a choking victim can't speak 
or breathe and needs your help 
immediately, follow these steps: 

From behind, wrap your aims 
around the victim's waist. Make a 
fist and place the thumb side of 
your fist against the victim's 
upper abdomen, below the 
ribcage and above the navel. 
Grasp your fist with your other 
hand and press into their upper 

abdomen with a quick upward 
thrnst. Do not squeeze the 
ribcage; confine the force of the 
thrnst to your hands. Repeat until 
object is expelled. 

Q. How can I lower 1rw triglyc­
erides? 

Triglycerides are a fat in your 
blood. Calories you take in but 
don't bum immediately are con­
verted to triglycerides to supply 
you with energy later. Your 
triglycerides level can be too high 
if you continue to consume more 
calories than you need. 

Here are some pointers on 
how to get your triglycerides 
down: 
• Get off the recliner and exer­
cise. 
• Cut your caloric intake across 

such as meat, dairy and eggs. 
• Eat oily fish such as mackerel, 
albacore tuna and salmon. 
• Cut down on alcohol. 
• Quit smoking. 

Q. Does cholesterol sen1e any 
useful purpose? 

Cholesterol, like triglycerides, 
are a fat-like substance in blood. 
You need it to produce cell mem­
branes, protect ne1ves, and make 
hormones. 

The body can make all the 
cholesterol it needs. Most choles­
terol is made by your liver. You 
also get cholesterol from foods 
such as meat, eggs and daiiy 
products. Too much cholesterol is 
dangerous, because cholesterol 
can lead to blockages in your 
blood vessels. 

Cholesterol is transported 

If there are too many LDLs in 
the blood, they will combine with 
other material in your blood­
stream to manufacture plaque, a 
waxy crud that builds up on the 
inner walls of the blood vessels 
that feed your brain and heart. 
When this build-up occurs, you 
have a condition called "athero­
sclerosis," which is commonly 
refen-ed to as "hardening of the 
aiteries." 

If a clot forms in blood vessels 
nairowed by plaque, it can block 
blood flow, which can cause a 
heait attack or a stroke. 
If you have questions, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

If Budget Cuts Stand, 5000 Meals Are Off the Table 
ROSEANN MARTOCCIA news as the need continues to 
MONTAGUE CITY - grow for Home Care, 
Nutrition se1vices for elders Protective Se1vices and se1vic­
have taken the biggest blow es provided at local Cotmcils 
and have been hit with a pro- on Aging/Senior Centers. 
posed loss of funding of $1.5 Massachusetts policy is as a 
million dollars statewide in the "Commtmity First" state which 
Govemor's budget proposal for means that elders and persons 
FY13 which begins on July 1. with disabilities should have 

Released at the end of the option for home and com­
January, this document "kicks munity based se1vices when 
off'' the budget process and pro- long term supports are needed. 
vides the House and Senate a While this is accomplished in 
jumping off point for their evalu- many cases and thousands of 
ation of expected revenues and individuals across the state 
how the budget proposals for benefit from care in their 
spending from each of their homes and the commtmity, it is 
chambers will take shape. not possible to meet the entfre 

Most of the other line items need without new resources. 
for elder se1vices were held at Incremental increases each 
essentially the same level as year make the difference between 
last year. This is also not great meeting demand and having to 

put systems in place that triage 
requests, manage intake or have 
people wait for se1vices. 

Nutrition services for elders 
have been hit with a proposed 
loss of funding of $1.5 million 
dollars statewide in the 
Govemor's proposal. For the 30 
towns in Franklin County and the 
No1th Quabbin, the cut would 
translate into about $36,000 dol­
lars which means an estimated 
4,500 to 5,000 meals ai·e at risk. 

While the primary source of 
revenue for the elder nutrition 
program is federal funding, it 
has not been increased in over 
two decades. Hence, this has 
led to the need to supplement 
this ftmding with locally raised 
dollars. The commtmity has 
been and continues to be most 

responsive and generous in 
supporting Meals on Wheels 
through annual fundraising. 

The main event is the Walk 
for Meals on Wheels held each 
year. This year will be the 20th 
Annual Walk on May 5, 2012 at 
the Franklin County Tech School 
track. We need you more than 
ever this yeai·! With $1.5 million 
of state funding hanging in the 
balance, local community sup­
port is a must ifwe ai·e to contin­
ue to se1ve Meals on Wheels 
when needed to elders. Family 
caregivers rely on this daily 
check and hot noon meal so that 
they can go about their day at 
work having peace of mind that 
their loved one has received their 
lunch and been checked on by a 
volunteer driver. 

Elders and families don't ask 
for help until help is needed. It 
is not helpful to them ifwe have 
to say "se1vices are not avail­
able at this time" or you will 
have to wait for your meals. 
The ability to respond when 
help is needed often makes the 
difference so that a family mem­
ber can continue to provide care 
or a nursing home placement is 
avoided or delayed further. 

Now is the time to reach out to 
your state legislators and urge 
them to restore funding cuts to 
elder nutrition and increase fund­
ing for home and community 
se1vices. They need to hear your 
voice in these next weeks as this 
is the time when the state budget 
takes shape for the new year 
beginning July 1st. 
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Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 
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Fra.nklin:773-9497 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
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EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 
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Ferry Meadow Farm DOWN BY THE RIVER 

BY ELOISE MICHAEL - I 
wony that this tunnel might be 
the first place people would look 
for a fugitive doppelganger. But 
that's only if they know the tun­
nel is here. The FBI agents aren't 
from Twners Falls. 

I find my footing in the tunnel 
and am relieved the ground is chy. 
There are loose stones, and it 
smells musty. I press up against a 
wall still near enough to the 
entrance that I could run out 
again any time. I try to breathe 
through the panic of claustropho­
bia. I can feel the weight of all 
that brick and steel above me. It 
feels like it's squeezing my lungs. 

Immediately I realize one 
thing. I will not be falling asleep 
here anytime soon. 

WENDELL from page 7 
kindergarten through high 
school. Because Wendell and 
New Salem were satisfied with 
their elementary school mem­
bership in Union 28, the com­
mittee decided to pursue a 
hybrid region, with Petersham 
and Orange as K-12 members, 
and Wendell and New Salem as 
7-12 members. 

The cunent financial ti·ouble 
in Orange, and the perfonnance 
problems of Orange elementary 
schools developed more recent­
ly, ve1y late in the process of 
planning for the hybrid region. 

At a November special town 
meeting, Wendell ove1whelm­
ingly rejected revisions to the 
cwTent Mahar regional agree­
ment that would have allowed 
for the creation of the hybrid 
region, several days after 
Petersham voters nanowly 
rejected the same revisions. 

The goal of the meeting on 
the 22nd was to decide whether 
the RPC has hit a wall and is 
wasting time with ftuther meet­
ings, or if there is a way to con­
tinue moving forward. 

Near the meeting's end 
Rocke suggested a third option, 
taking a break before starting to 
move fo1ward towards fomling 
a region. He said maybe we did 
not give enough time for people 
to digest a complex and high 
stakes decision. 

As part of centi·al office con-

I find a place that seems clear 
and chy and lower myself down 
onto the ground. Then I close my 
eyes. At first I just listen to my 
own hea1t beating and tty to 
relax. After a minute I tell my 
body at home to wake up. 

Amazingly, I can do this. 
I am wide awake and tiying 

not to panic. I need to contact 
Jason, but I know I can't call him. 
The FBI will be ti-a.eking my 
calls, I am sure. 

Months ago, Jason gave me 
the adch·ess of a person who could 
help me. I decide to walk over to 
her house even though it's 6:00 in 
the morning. I'll pretend I'm out 
for exercise and then think of a 
reason to knock on her door. 

Her name is Leah, and she 

solidation, Mahar superinten­
dent Michael Baldassarre is 
now serving a three year con­
tract as shared superintendent of 
Petersham Center School and 
the Orange elementa1y schools, 
with Dr. Patricia Martin as 
assistant superintendent. In 
these several positions, 
Baldassane attends school com­
mittee meetings for Orange, 
Petersham and Mahar, plus 
town meetings, and Rocke ques­
tioned whether all that road time 
and meeting time is a good use 
of a finite person. Rocke cau­
tioned against btunout of the 
central administi·ative staff. 

lives a couple 
blocks away. That's 
all I know. 
I put on sho1ts and 

mnning shoes and head out. Even 
though I want to talk to Jason as 
soon as possible, I power walk 
around the neighborhood for a 
while to make it more believable. 

I have never thought of myself 
as a ve1y good actor, but when I 
get in front of Leah's house, I 
pretend to twist my ankle. I sit 
down on the curb and mb it. I 
take out my phone and pretend 
the batte1y is dead. I limp up to 
the door, knock, and hope I'm not 
waking her up. 

When Leah comes to the door, 
I recognize her. She's the woman 
from Feny Meadow Farm who 
always talks to me at the farmers 
market. 

"Theresa," she says, even 

should be addressed by the leg­
islature. When asked about the 
likelihood of legislative action, 
Steve Hemman, executive 
director of the Massachusetts 
Association of Regional 
Schools (MARS) said the 
regional committee and towns 
could tty for home rule legisla­
tion. Finance committee mem­
ber Jim Slavas cautioned there 
are limits on the scope of home 
rule legislation. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said, "We put the a1ticles 
on the town meeting wan-ant to 
find out what the people want," 

though I have never told her my 
name, "are you OK?" 

"I twisted my ankle," I say. 
"Can I come in and use your 
phone?" 

"Sw·e, of course," she says, 
pulling me thorough the door­
way. 

Once we are inside, she says 
quietly, "Jason already contacted 
me. We know the FBI were at 
your house. What happened?" 

"Is Jason here?" I ask. 
"No, but we have people who 

can help you." 
"Um, you work with Jason?" I 

ask. 
"No," she says, "I work at 

Feny Meadow. Well, actually I 
work here, in town. But you need 
help right now." 

"Yes," I say, not sure whether 
I should tell her anything about 
the doppelganger. "Can I talk to 

and not to promote a set deci­
sion. Article 6 at the Februa1y 
28th special town meeting 
would rescind the December 
19th, 2007 town meeting vote to 
fo1m a committee to study all 
regionalization possibilities, and 
Article 7 would instruct the 
regionalization committee to 
study all possibilities except a 
hybrid region. 

Rocke told the officials and 
committee members, "You are 
already educational partners," 
and that it was important to 
m~intain good relation- 11111!■ 
ships. ll_!fij 

BaldassaITe said, "The most HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
powerfol educational districts Disorderly Conduct, Hit & Run, Brush Fire 
are those where the superinten- T uesclay, 2; 14 Millers Falls Road. Investigated. 

dent is in the school, "where the 8:01 p.m. Domestic dis- Referred to other agency. 4:56 p.m. Hit and nm 

rubber meets the road, not turbance on Montague Satwday, 2/18 accident at Ctm1berland 
preparing minutes and agendas." City Road. Investigated. 2:23 a.m. General distur- Farms on Montague City 

He said now he has to deal Wednesday, 2/15 bance on Montague City Road. Summons issued. 
with five unions, and five con- 4:56 p.m. Disordedy con- Road. Peace restored. 7:17 
tracts, and that would be duct near Subway on 10:52 a.m. Open 
reduced to one with the hybrid Avenue A. Services ren- door/window at Bank of 

plan. He could move a person dered. America. Secured build­
from one position to another, 5:23 p.m. Bad check (Jar- ing. 
one school to another and make ceny) at Montague Inn. Sunday, 2/19 
better use of the person's skills Referred to an officer. 1:26 a.m. Dnig. narcotics 

and training, without the person 6:32 ■■■I violation at Montague 
having to quit the old position Elles Lodge, 1 Elles 

Avenue. Investigated. 
and lose seniority, only to start y, 2; 16 1:05 p.m. Bnish fue on 
over again as a new employee in 5:29 p.m. Assault with a Turners Falls Road. 

the new position. deadly weapon by Services rendered. 
Wendell finance committee Roberto's on Turners 2:32 p.m. Harassment 

member Doug Tanner said that Falls Road. Report taken. order violation at Airport 
cunent law and the hybrid Friday, 2/17 Mobile Home Park, 
region seem like a bad fit that 6:57 p.m. Bnish fue on Millers Falls Road. 

rant on Montague 
Road. 
Monday, 2/lJJ 
6:38 a.m. Larceny on X 
Street. Investigated. 
12:08 p.m. Hit and nm 
accident near Our Lady 
of Peace 011 Seventh 
Street. Advised of 

options. 
T uesclay, 2/21 
II:21 a.m. Neighbor dis­
turbance 011 Grout Circle. 
Advised of options. 

Jason?" 
''No," she says, "I am afraid 

not, but we'll help you." 
There is silence while I won­

der what to do. 
"Theresa," she says, '1 know 

about the doppelganger. Jason 
told me to help you. We'll do all 
we can." 

I don't know what else to do, 
so I tell her. "The doppelganger is 
in a tunnel by the river. She needs 
to hide somewhere safe. The FBI 
are looking for her." 

Leah mises her eyebrows and 
then listens carefully while I 
explain where the tunnel is. Then 
she says, "You should go home 
now. If the FBI don't already 
know that you came here, it 
would be better to keep it that 
way." 

- Continued Next Issue 

Keller to Speak 
GREENFIELD - On Thursday, 
March 1st, from 2-4 pm., at the 
GCC downtown campus, 270 
Main Sti·eet, documentary film­
maker and Wendell selectboard 
member Dan Keller will present 
"the Utopian Vision: 
Remembering Local Communes 
of the 1960s." The 60s saw wide­
spread experiments in communal 
living; many communes existed 
in our local area. 

Keller will discuss the histo1y 
and influence of these local com­
munities, with a focus on the 
Montague Fann, where he was a 
member, and from which the 
alternative media Liberation 
News Service operated. Drawing 
on a selection of books about the 
Faim and his own documenta1y 
film footage, Keller will reflect 
on how these communities 
extend a long utopian ti·adition in 
Massachusetts. To register call: 
413-775-1681. 

Drivers Wanted 

Great Hometime 
$.40 CPM 

plus Bonus, Benefits, 
99% No-Touch, 
24 hr. dispatch, 

late model equip., 
CDL-A 2yrs tractor/trailer 

exp. req. 
Logistics One: 

1-888-880-5909 x120 
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BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 
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TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

,o .:w ;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 
Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured :1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 

28 Momague su.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combfnations Changed 

'Jfw ~:;;- &r'"" a!Jm,tng-
··:i - Burgers & Beer 

't.. .,__==,.,,. ·n front of the fire 

BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

7 days a week 
oute 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

:Nina's 

10% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

"SSS" 
Erotic Art Exhibit 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.ron 

II,., T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl • luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN ENT Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Investigation Station: Winter 
Buds. 10 30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Craft Night, 
7 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners Falls: 
Acoustic open mic, with Dan, Kip and 
Shultzy from Curly Fingers DuPree 
hosting. 8:30 to 1130 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 
Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Song Shop 
Open Mic, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAYS and SATURDAYS 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke. 

NOW through MARCH 10th 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Sensual, 
Sexual, Smut Erotic Art by Local 
Artists. 

NOW through APRIL 1st 
Gallery at Hallmark, Turners Falls: 
Imitating Art, a student photographic 
exhibition featuring attempts to photo­
graphically reproduce an original work of 
art. 

NOW throughto MARCH 16th 

MARCH 2nd until MARCH 28th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: The Big Read, artwork by Althea 
Dabrowski, open on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

FEBRUARY 23rd, 24th at 7 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 25th, 26th 2 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: New 
Renaissance Players presents 
Treasure Island. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23rd 
Montague Bookmill: Brittany Haas & 
Lauren Rioux, 8 p.m. 

~ Wendell Free Library: Bela Lugosi's 
i Dracula, 7:30 p.m. ... 
3 i Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls Rebel 
~ Alliance, 8 p.m. 
g 

~ Deja Brew, Wendell: The Reprobate 
~ Blues Band, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Montague Grange Gender Role Free 
Contra, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Heather 
Maloney Band, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Psycho Magnetic, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26th 
Montague Grange: Vintage + Antiques 
Market, Quality vintage and antiques 
vendors bring their wares to the 
Grange, 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Vermont Center for Photography, 

Augusta Savage Gallery, UMASS , 
Amherst: Fine Tuning: Zero Balancing & 
Sustainable Bodies, featuring work by 
Montague's Jenny Chapin and also 
Terry Jenoure, and Alexia Cota. 
Opening Reception February 21st, 5 - 7 
p.m. 

Duo Orfeo, featuring Joseph Ricker and Jamie Balmer, plays the Great 
Falls Coffeehouse a.t the Grea.t Falls Discovery Cellter fa Tm11ers Falls 

011 Friday, March 9th at 7 p.m. 

Rend~zvous, Turners Falls: Tawdry, and Brattleboro: A public forum on the 
the Dtamondstones, 9:30 p.m. Free. advantages and disadvantages of 

nuclear power. 2 p.m. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Larry Kopp, 8 - 10 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Come listen to a wonderful story 
about Owls, and then stay for a craft 
activity .. 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Ray 
Mason, with special guest Marc 
Pinansky, 7 30 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Christine 
Ohlman & Rebel Montez, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Wildcat 
O'Halloran Band, 9 - 11 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Something 
Else (name of groove-jazz band), free, 
930 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Fred Ellsworth & the House Shakers, 
930 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

Montague Grange: Family Dance, 3:30 
p.m. 

Northfield Mount Hermon: Staff and stu­
dents of Northfield Mount Hermon 
School will present their 9th Annual 
Concert to Celebrate Seniors in the 
Rhodes Art Center on the Gill, MA cam­
pus, 3 p.m. Free. 

Montague Bookmill Free Films for the 
Frozen presents, Heaven Knows, Mr 
Allison, 1957, featuring Deborah Kerr 
and Robert Mitchum 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Le Cheile, 8 - 10 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Oscars and 
the red carpet pre-show. Free. 7 pm. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Dada 
Dino's Open Mic, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell All Small Caps, a 
night of spoken word, Featuring Tom 

Timmins and Lea Banks, 7 - 10 p.m. 

TUESDAY, GEBRUARY 28th 
Finer Building, Greenfield Center 
School: Raising Kids in a Media 
Saturated World.· A Film and Discussion 
Series, featuring, Mickey Mouse 
Monopoly, 6:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls Housetop, 
Peter Siegel & Friends, swing, 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1st 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: The 
Collected Poets Series: featuring Abbot 
Cutler & Diane Wald, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall Town 
String Band, 7 30 p.m. Free. 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, 8 - 10 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2nd and 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3rd 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls The 
Pajama Game, 7 p.m. 

Greenfield High School: The 2012 
Pottery and More Seconds Sale. spon­
sored by Artspace Community Arts 
Center. Sale hours are Friday 6 to 9 
p.m. and Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 2nd 
Greenfield Community College Library: 
Greenfield Community College Chorus 
Concert, Music by Women Composers, 
12:15 to 12:45 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equalites, 9 -
11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Reprobates, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3rd 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls Artists reception for Althea 
Dabrowski, for The Big Read, 1 - 3 p.m. 

Montague Grange: Square dance, 7 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's Fat, 9 -
11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Miles Band, 9:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls The 
Leo T Baldwin Thing, 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4th 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Ben 
Cosgrove, 2 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill Free Films for the 
Frozen presents, Rockers, 1978, written 
and directed by Ted Bafaloukos, the 
golden age of roots-rock reggae. 
Features Junior Murvin, Jacob Miller, 
Peter Tosh, Burning Spear, and Third 
World, 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: The Great Falls Coffeehouse 
presents, Duo Orfeo. Duo Orfeo's use 
of electric guitars and vintage tube 
amplifiers to interpret classical music 
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creates a sound that is stunningly gor­
geous.7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10th 
Wendell Town Hall: Wendell Full Moon 
Coffeehouse featuring Jessica 
Freeman, 7:30 p.m. 

The Harp, Amherst: Doug Hewitt Group, 
9:30 p.m. Free. 

t~J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center Co.terage: 

Tues - Sat, 2:30 to 6 p.m. 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 

Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 
emy=@brickhousecommuorg 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 2/23 9-11 p.m. 
Lury Kopp 

Saturday, 2/24 9 p.m. 
The Wildcat O'Halloran 

Band 
S1wdat, 2/24 8 -10 p.m. 

Le Cheile 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wend ell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

THURS2/23 
8pm TAWDRY 

& the DIAMOND STONES 

FRI 2/24 9:30 FREE 
SOMETHING ELSE lgroove.-jazzl 

SAT Z/Z5 9:30 .SS 
HEATHER MALONEY BAND 

SUN 2/26 7pm FREE 
The DSC ARS I& red carpet 
pre·!ihowl on the BIG SCREEN 

MON 2/27 8pm 17:30 sign-upl 
DADA DINO'S OPEN MIC 

WEDS 2/29 8pm FREE 
H0USET0P1swing11 ,.: lltallllTIIEEt ,...,. ....... 
~ 
11Ll4'3-lll-a6' 

Hunting, Fishing & Archery 
Ammo • Black Powder • Knives • Live Bait 

l l 05 Mohawk Trail ~ Route 2 West 
Shelburne Falls, Moss 0 13 70 

ArroWheodbaitshop.com 
413-625-3090 

!Northfield Coffee and Books! --~- i; The Shedsmith Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor Local~ Roasted Organic Coffue and Espresso 

Gourmet Chocolate, Caramels and Fudge 
Kids Area, Gifts & Cards 

Books to Browse or Buy 
I 

I 05 MaJn St, Northfield ! 

Custom Made with 

Local Timber 

Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
413-77 5-357 5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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West Along the River 

BY DAVID BRULE 
ERVINGSIDE - February 18th. 
Hanunph! Am I the only one 
waiting impatiently now for the 
white stuff to tumble down, to 
float in through dark skies? 

Each morning I wait anxious­
ly to see something different out 
there, outside the window. Each 
morning since November, the 
same gray-brown mangled land­
scape, leaf-strewn and blown 
wasteland, extends from the edge 
of the yard out to the sparkling 
river beyond. 

There are a few of us around 
here who can't revel in spring­
time without having suffered 
througl1 winter. We're out of 
s01ts, out of our element in this 
Feb1Ua1y brownness. 

If we wanted this kind of win­
ter, we'd live in Virginia or even, 
gasp, New York! Here in New 
England, you have to earn the 
redemption of sp1ingtime after 
doing winter penance in a frozen 
version of purgat01y. 

Oh, well. Won't happen this 
year. 

Let's look on the bright side: 
fuel bills are down, wood piles 
are holding up. It's mid-Februa.iy, 
but let's pretend it's mid-March. 

Ah, but what will March hold 
for us? WIil March be April in 
disguise, or will we be sent back 
to Janua.iy? 

We all have the sense that we 
will have to pay for this sooner or 
later. TI1at's what being a New 
Englander is all about. It's all 
about guilt and redemption 
through winter suffering. 

Ce1tainly our friends who 
live outdoors are not c01nplain­
ing. Spairows ai1d juncos come 
in to eat and even bathe promptly 
each morning in the balmy 20 
degree weather. 

A sure sign of sp1ing ai·e the 
skunks who ai·e already deeply 
moved by spring love fever. Pepe 
Le Pew has been lusting after 
Petunia for the past several 
weeks already. They came nose 
to nose a while back, weeks 
before Valentines Day, a.i1d it was 
love at first smell. 

As magnificent ai1d fluffy as 
two black ai1d white angora cats, 
they've been lovemaking and 
squabbling ever since, all over 

~ 
the back yard, a.i1d in their beds 
under the gai·den shed. You cai1 
tell by the smell. 

One of them spent the autumn 
and pait of this so-called winter 
doing the useful jobs skunks do: 
ridding the gai·den of ground 
wasp nests, grubs a.i1d cutw01ms. 
So really, we're not complaining 
about their odiferous comtship. 
It's just the calenda.i· that's off. 

February 21st. Just as each 
morning a.iTives frosty and bor­
ingly clear, each Februa1y 
evening glows in old gold before 
a wash of salmon pink spreads 
over the west with the setting 
sun. In my jom11al of Februaiy, 
1978 I noted that I regularly 
crossed the completely frozen 
Millers River on snowshoes in 
the evening. I crossed over to the 
mai-sh on the Montague side, to 
stand neai· the beave1-s' dammed 
up brook watching as the cardi­
nals a.i1d jays funneled out of the 
yard to spend the night in the 
brush and pines of the swamp. 

It'll be long before I can again 
cross that swift-flowing river on 
foot. Perhaps never again. 

It's a strai1ge sensation to edge 
out onto the center of the river, 
knowing that beneath a foot ai1d a 
half of ice the water still flows 
swiftly over summer stones. 

The danger was small howev­
er, the depth of wate1-s below the 
ice was only about a foot or two. 

After several evenings of 
crossing over, the snowshoe trail 
was clea.i· enougl1 so that I could 
follow it in the dark, since it's 
never completely dai·k in a white 
Inid-winter. Othe1-s bega.i1 using 
my trail: fox, deer, mink. 

That was then. Nowadays, at 
least this winter, the river is total­
ly ice-free. It sparkles all day in 
the frosty sunlight, or later, by the 
light of eai·ly Venus ai1d late ris­
ing moon. 

The first redwing m-ived pre­
cisely on its appointed date, 
Februa.iy 19th. Since I begai1 
keeping spring m-ival records in 
1957, they've rarely missed 
showing up on time; usually any­
time between the 18th and the 
22nd. 

Discrete ai1d all alone, this 
redwing joined the jays beneath 
the bare lilacs, where they usual-

Agassiz Fuertes painting of a Redwing Blackbird. 

ly spend the morning chugging 
down cracked com. He is ce1tifi­
ably the fu-st an-ival, the first 
Inigrant, the fu-st of literally mil­
lions of birds who will flood back 
into New England over the next 
three months. 

So, I guess I can't hold back 
the mom11ing doves ai1d skunks 

SHEA from page 9 
one-legged hooligan, ai1d deliv­
ered big time iI1 the fight scenes. 

As Kelly produced a b11llia.i1t 
chai-acter portrayal of the comliv­
iI1g yet redeemable bad guy, Gail 
Vtllenueve's wai·di·obe chai1ges 
for him were subtle and bold, as if 
addiI1g embroide1y to llis velvety 
Silver. As with all her costumes, 
Vtllenueve showed clear m1der­
standing of tl1e individual move­
ment ai1d character needs of her 
actor. 

There were some parts of the 
production that took a bit of set­
tling into. The first act di·agged on 
a wee bit, but one was reminded 
how write1-s of the classics - the 
Brontes, Twain, Gai-cia Marquez, 
Mon-ison - routinely take a lan­
guid stretch over several pages, 
filling paragraphs with detail and 
desc11ption. And so, while the 
na1rntor's monologues were 
lengthy, tl1ey were all necessaiy, 

from courting, can't convince the 
raccoons to refrain from fluting 
in the compost heap, just because 
I thiIIk it's too ea.i'ly. They really 
shouldn't be starting so soon, we 
haven't even had wiI1ter yet! 

But the beaver kits are already 
bom and moving about in the 
pitch black of their winter lodges 

and they did tell a ve1y good 
sto1y. 

The predomiI1a.i1tly female 
cast mixed the gendered pro­
nouns used to refer to their 
Captain Flint - his, her, she and 
he - wllich did confuse, at fu-st, 
but I quickly came to see that per­
haps that was who he was to 
tl1em, ai1d accepted all the sisters 
among us. 

Tilick brogues ai1d accents had 
my ea1-s workiI1g hai·d to follow 
dialogue, a.i1d more than one 
group of audience members was 
overheai·d commenting tl1e same 
during intennission. In the sec­
ond half, I allowed tl1at a pi.rate's 
brogue ca.ii be soothing in its 
sound alone, a.i1d felt safe getting 
lost in the 1-ichness of foreign 
voices. 

Finally, parents are fore­
wai11ed that pirates diink alcohol 
and violence is prone to happen 
when the two are mixed in la.i·ge 

February 23, 2012 

over in the marsh. There's no 
holdiI1g back. It's iI1evitable. This 
will go down as the year of no 
wiI1ter. 

Maybe ages hence, this yea.i· 
will be legenda1y, as is the year of 
1717, the yeai· of no summer. All 
tilings considered, I'd better set­
tle for tllis non-wiI1ter. 

The skis will remain unused, 
gathe11ng, of all thiI1gs, dust. The 
battered snow shovels from 
Aubuchons will add a year to 
tl1ei.r lives by loafing in the cella.i· 
down near the furnace; the roof 
rake still leans idly iI1 tl1e wood­
shed. Snow ti.res wear down on 
bare pavement; tl1e four-wheel 
di-ive never did get called upon to 
serve. 

Should we give in to that 
feeling, that sp11ng is on its way? 
It's hard to escape that old fear 
that, just as we give in to sp1ing 
fever, winter will come cruelly 
back. 

Arom1d here, we're used to 
that kind of frivolous tl1ought, 
then guilt, and pmlishment. If 
you tllink spring, you don't want 
to have to switch back to winter. 

There had better not be a 
March or Ap11l blizzard, but if 
there is, we'll know we deserve 
it - it's for our own good. 

Just the same, in spite of my 
own snow-deprived thoughts, I 
tllink we'd better look on the 
bright side. Tum towa.i·ds tl1e 
light. 

Haiumph! I give iI1. It might 
as well be spring. 

quantities. A few of the beat 
downs had me gla.i1cing protec­
tively at the younger youngsters 
iI1 the audience, but all were 
engaged by tl1e action ai1d enter­
tainment, and with good reason -
the fight scenes ai·e well choreo­
graphed and executed precisely. 

An adept crew at hair ai1d 
make-up tmned porcelain smooth 
skiI1 into scraggly beard a.i1d 
knew how to place a wig ai1d lay 
hair; the set, with functional siin­
plicity, conve1ted count:Iy inn to 
ship deck to islai1d fo1tress with 
the mere flip of a panel; tl1e som1d 
was teITific, the Shea beiI1g a 
wonderful place for that, ai1d the 
ligl1tiI1g well executed. 

AmTgh! Directed by Jillian 
Morga.ii, tl1e New Renaissance 
Players' production of Treasure 
Island is a great success ai1d well 
wortl1 an expedition to 
Avenue A this weekend, 1•■.., 
mateys. !I 
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T u1~e1·s f' alls 
Pizza Hous~ 
119 Awm-•eA 
86J-8""" 

We Odiwrl 

Grinders • Dinners • Beer & \Nine 
open 7 days • 41 years on the Ave Jf s Piz~ Time! 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
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Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Patty Smythe 
Licensed Massage Therapist 

Buy Your Sweetie a 
Valentine's Massage 

50 Chapman Street • Suite 5 
Greenfield 

413-774-0517 
pattysmythe@hotmail.com 

-------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekda s: 8 a.m. - 5:30 .m.; Saturda 8 a.m. -1 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falla 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 
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Carpet 




