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Towns, State Weigh 
School Budget Process 

Left to right: Tupper Brown, Michael Naughton, Claire Chang 
and Michael Langknecht at Friday's meeting. 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

Jack Graves, superintendent for Northern Construction, oversees the complicated job of building a new bridge on Route 2 in 
Factory Hollow while maintaining two-111ay traffic. Green Japanese drilling rig is at work in the background. 

GILL-MONTAGUE- Members 
of various interested parties gath
ered in the community room of the 
Public Safety Facility in Turners 
Falls last Friday, Feb. 15, to dis
cuss the Gill-Montague regional 
school district budget process. 
Representatives from local and 
state government joined the school 
committee to express concern over 
what many saw as a departure 
from the compact, which had 
ended the budget disputes that 
caused the state to take over fiscal 
control of the district. 

compact was developed, including 
the adoption of what is called 
Table B, a formula for creating 
balance in financing among the 
three parties - the state, the school 
district and the towns - so that 
there is confidence in maintaining 
fiscal sustainability over time. 

By JOE PARZYCH 

GILL - Work on the bridge over 
the Falls River on Route 2 is pro
ceeding ahead of schedule. 
Northern Constrnction 
Superintendent Jack Graves antici
pates finishing well before the com
pletion date of November 2014. 

highway as it approaches the 
bridge. An earlier attempt to drive 
piles through the soil was thwarted 
by those chunks of ledge, necessi
tating a negotiated change of plans. 
The new plan calls for drilling holes 
for 30-inch steel casings in which to 
set the H-beam piles the contractor 
was unable to drive. 

The project ran into problems 
earlier, when encountering blasted 
ledge fill deposited during the 
bridge's original constrnction in 
1931. The original contractor back
filled the abutments with chunks 
blasted from the ledge on the north 
side of the westbound lane of the 

An SD 20E Caterpillar excavator 
caITiage with a Japanese drilling rig 
mounted on front, capable of 
drilling 200 feet deep, is drilling the 
holes for the casings. Another prob
lem recently arose when the drill 
encountered unstable soil which did 
not hold up the sides of the hole. 

Graves Concrete Service supplied 
flowable fill to stabilize the sides of 
the hole by filling part of the hole 
with the mixture, which is soft 
enough to easily drill but film 
enough to keep the hole open. Once 
the drill reaches bedrock 68 feet 
below, it will continue five feet 
deeper so the crew can cement the 
casings and H-beam pilings to 
bedrock. The casings will then be 
filled with concrete halfway up, 
surrounding the H-beams the 
remaining way with cmshed rock to 
the smface. 

Using cmshed rock in the top 

see BRIDGE page 5 

Tupper Brown, Gill finance 
committee member, introduced 
the meeting with a bit of history. 
He included a review of how the 

Michael Naughton, Montague 
finance committee member, reiter
ated concerns many community 
members had over the decision to 
step away from a process that had 
maintained confidence over the 
last few years, and allowed the 
school district to pass budgets at 
town meetings. Jeff Singleton fin
ished with a discussion of the need 
to examine the Chapter 70 formu
la, as well as enrollment, as part of 

see SCHOOL page 5 

Pride for the Town: 
Wastewater Treatment 

By ANNE HARDING 

MONTAGUE - Like 
many residents of Montague, 
I received my sewer bill 
recently and read the insert 
that claimed, "Sewer rates 
have not changed for 4 fiscal 
years, 2010-2013. Do you 
want to know why? Call 
(413) 773-8865." 

I posed the question to 
Robert Trombley, 
Superintendent of the 
Montague Water Pollution 
Control Facility (WPCF) 
who gave me the short 
answer - rates have stayed 
steady due to self-directed 
process control changes. He 
added, "WPCFs are often 
custodial in culture, but the 
team in Montague is proac
tive and likes to try new 
things, pushing the envelope 
to improve their processes." 

These changes are reflect
ed in the rating change by the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MA DEP), which ranks 
WPCFs based on facility 
equipment, treatment levels, 
flow volume and operational 
schedule (the highest rating 
is Grade VII). The Montague 
WPCF had a dual rating of 
NN. The recent additions of 
the wet weather chlorine 
tanks, SCADA system and 

WPCF staff, left to right· Timotl?J Little, Scott Coombs, 
Timotl?J Peura, John Little, and Michael Little. 

Missingfrom photo are Robert Trombley and Tina Tylet: 

Fournier Press resulted in the Trombley's team, Mike Little 
increased rating of the facili- and Tim Little, ar·e scheduled 
ty to a Grade VI. to take the State examination 

The facility uprating also to move from Grade ill to 
affects personnel, since a Grade V operators. They cur
fully certified operator must rently hold emergency certi
hold a license no more than 1 fication for weekend work 
grade below the facility to be and emergency call-in work. 
allowed to work unsuper- Trombley is understru1d
vised or act as shift supervi- ably proud of his seven
sor. Two members of 

see WATER page 9 

Rotation Book Show: A Theme, a 
Blank Page, and a Deadline 

MANCoc,r 

Page from Amy Gordon's book, Herbs 

By ANNE HARDING 

TURNERS FALLS - In 
August 2011, 12 people 
signed on for a year-long 
shared art project, the mies 
of which are as follows: 
Participants each chose a 
theme and created the first 
page of a book, including 
instrnctions and information 
about the theme - some 
more detailed than others. 
Each month, members 
received another partici-

pant's book with their cho
sen theme, blank pages to 
work on, and a one-month 
deadline. The resulting col
laborative art books - 12 
books, each with its own 
theme, and each containing 
the work of 12 people - will 
be on display at LOOT 
beginning Sunday, Feb. 24, 
with an opening reception 
from 2 to 4 p m. 

Pam Allan, librarian, 
musician and coordinator of 
the rotation book project, 

had participated in a similar 
project where participants 
were geographically wide
spread and books were 
mailed to each other on the 
first day of the month. She 
decided to organize a local 
project; tllis group hails from 
Turners Falls, Gill, 
Greenfield and Northfield. 
Rather than mailing the 
books, members tried to 
meet once a month to 
exchange books and hear· a 

see BOOK page 10 
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PET OF THE WEEK 

Yo Momma 

Momma 
Crabitz 

I was a strny brought in to the 
Gardner Animal Control Facility 
with my kittens back in May of 
2012. My babies all found new 
homes and I was left to wait... for 
several long months. 

I recently transfeITed here to 
Dakin in the hopes that I might 
finally meet my own perfect fami
ly. I am a sweet girl with a great 
puIT and a bit of a playful side. I 
really can't wait to get out of here 
and into a home with a sunny spot 
to stretch and a loving person to 
call my own. 

For more infonnation on adopt
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at (413) 
548-9898 or info@dvphs.org. 

Week of February 25th 
in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L. DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

now locate at 
20 State Street, 

Bucklandside 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

\,..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llstlngs 

11tbt ;fllontagut 
l\.tporttr 

Published weekly on Thm·sdays. 
Every other week in July and August. 

No paper last week of December. 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 

Please note new email addresses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@montaguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguereporter.org 
events@montaguerepo1ter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 

poet1y@montaguerepo1ter.org 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

Send address changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable for 
en-ors in advertisements, but will print 
without charge that part of the adver
tisement in which an en·or occtm·ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 
refuse advertising for any reason and to 
alter c,opy or graphics to confonu to 
standards of the newspape1·, such as 
they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptio11s@111011taguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

WENDELL f REE LIBRARY 

COA Film Series Presents "Bagdad Cafe" 
On Sunday, Feb. 24 at 7 pm, 

there will be a free screening of the 
the fihn Bagdad Cafe at the Wendell 
Free Library. 

Bavarian tourist Jasmin 
(Marianne Sagebrecht) fights with 
her husband in the Mojave Dese1t 
and stonns off to a nearby cafe
motel, where she develops a prickly 
friendship with the owner, Brenda 
(CCH Pounder). In time, Jasmin 
makes a home for herself at the cafe, 
and her friendship with Brenda trans
forms both of them 
The characters who 
collect at the cafe, 
including 
Hollywood-set 
painter Rudi (Jack 
Palance), fo1m an 
odd sort of family in 
this quirky film. 
Bagdad Cafe (1988, 
PG, 92 minutes) is a 

"Bagdad Cafe sets us free from 
the production line of Hollywood's 
brain-damaged 'high concepts' and 
walks its own strange and lovely 
path. The chann of Bagdad Cafe is 
that eve1y character and every 
moment is unanticipated, obscurely 
motivated, of uncertain meaning and 
vibrating \Vith life." - Roger Ebe1t, 
Chicago Sun Times 

For more info1mation, contact 
Douglas Dawson at (978) 544-7762 
or ddawson@postharvard.edu. 

stoiy about frieud- .M ..... an-·a-n•ne Sagebrecht playing]a.r111in Munchgstettner and 
ship, pain, love, and 

Jack Palance playing Rudi Coxx 
humanity. 

LEVERETT LIBRARY 

Spring Yoga 
On Thursdays, Feb. 28 through 

April 11, the Leve11t Library will be 
hosting Spring Yoga programs. 
Bliss Yoga will be held from 5 to 6 
p m. Evening Yoga will be held 
from 6:15 to 7:30 pm. 

You can sign up for the entire 

drop-in session. 
Register with Lisa Enzer at 

(413)367-2658 or enzer@ea1th
link.net 

More details can be fotmd at 
www.livingroomyoga.net 

This is a Leverett Recreation 
series or simply pay for an single Commission program. 

February 21, 2013 

VALENTINE'S CONCERT AT THE SENIOR CENTER 

The Gill-Montague Senior Center Director Roberta Potter documented 
the Valentine's musical concert by Moonlight Davis and Morningstar on 
Feb. 12. Accompanied by pianist Ben Kohn, the beloved local vocal duo 
celebrated the many forms of love 111ith ballads, blues, Jazv poetry, and 

standard folk songs. Their renditions of 'The Thrill is Gone" and 
'My Funny Valentine" 111ere especial!J relished. 

GILL MONTAGUE SENIOR CENTER 

Protect Yourself from Medicare Fraud 
On Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 1 pm., at 

the Gill Montague Senior Center on 
62 Fifth Street in Tumers Falls, there 
will be a free workshop on protecting 
yourself from Medicare fraud. 

Come meet a representative of 
the Massachusetts Senior Medicare 
Patrol Program and leam the tools to 
become a better, more engaged 
health care consumer. 

The Senior Medicare Patrol 
Program is a national program fi.md
ed by the federal government com-

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

missioned to reduce Medicare fraud 
by helping beneficiaries and their 
caregivers to be more info1med. 
Medicare fraud is estimated to be 
between $60 to $120 billion annual
ly! 

You can help protect Medicare 
and yourself and make sure benefits 
are available when you need them by 
making sure claiins paid on your 
behalf are accurate. 

Call the Gill Montague Senior 
Center at (413)863-9357 to sign up. 

Prescription Drugs on the Web? 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Is it safe to buy medicine 
online? 

Only if you are very careful. 
There are many fraudulent opera
tors on the ii1temet. 

According to the National 
Association of Boards of Phaimacy 
(NABP), the professional organiza
tion that represents the state agen
cies that license phaimacies, only 
three percent of online websites 
reviewed appear to meet state and 
federal pha1macy laws. 

The U.S. Food and Drng 
Administration (FDA) wams peo
ple to beware of online phannacies 

that: 
• Offer very low dmg prices that 
seem too good to be tiue. 
• Are not licensed in the United 
States by a state agency. 
• Allow the purchase of medicine 
without requiring a prescription. 
• Do not have a licensed phaimacist 
available for consultation. 
• Send spam or unsolicited e-mail 
offering deep discotmts on medi
cine. 
• Are located outside the United 
States and ship drugs from a for
eign cotmtry. 
• Ship prescriptions worldwide. 

The FDA is conducting a public 
education campaign called 
BeSafeRx: Know Your Online 
Pharmacy to help consumers 
understand and mininlize the risks 
of buying medicines onlii1e. 

The risks include buying medi
cine that is cotmterfeit, contaminat
ed, expired, not FDA-approved, or 

that contains none of the necessa1y 
active ingredients. Medicine 
bought online may also have too 
much or too little of the active 
ingredient. In the worst-case sce
nario, you will buy medicine with 
the wrong active ingredient. So, 
how should you proceed if you 
want to buy medicines online? 

First, go to your doctor to get 
prescriptions. 

Then, buy from a licensed phar
macy. Some websites have a seal of 
approval from Verified Internet 
Phaimacy Practice Sites (VIPPS). 
If not, check the NABP to see if the 
online pharmacy is licensed: 
www nabp net. 

Make sure the website offers the 
services of a registered phai1nacist. 
Legitimate online phannacies have 
pharmacists you can consult. 
Often, these sites offer a toll-free 
number to connect with a pha1ma
cist. 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - f EBRUARY 25TH TO MARCH I ST 

GILL-MONTAGUE 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62 

Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Roberta Potter is the Council on 
Aging Director. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Thursday at 
Noon. Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 a.m. The Meal 
Site Manager is Kerry Togneri. All fit
ness classes are supported by a grant 
from the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. Voluntary donations are accept
ed. For information, to make meal reser
vations, or to sign up for programs, call 
(413) 863-9357. Leave a voice mes
sage if the center is not open. 

Monday, 2/25 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 

Tuesday, 2/26 
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
1 p.m. Medicare Fraud Prevention Talk 

Wednesday, 2/27 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 

Thursday, 2/28 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
1 p.m. Pitch 

Friday, 3/1 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care Drive, 

Ervingside, is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 

activities and congregate meals. Lunch 
is at 11:30 a.m., with reservations 
required 24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca Meuse at 
(413) 423-3308, for meal information 
and reservations. For information, call 
Polly Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or med
ical necessity. Call the Center to confirm 
activities, schedule a ride, or find out 
when is the next blood pressure clinic. 

Flu Clinic - Call the Senior Center at 
(413) 423-3649 to find out when the 
next flu clinic will be held. This clinic is 
free to Erving residents, sponsored by 
the Erving Board of Health and available 
on a walk-in basis. The shot is recom
mended for those over 55, those who 
work with children or the elderly, and 
those with chronic illness. Pneumonia 
shots will also be available for those 
over 60 who have never been vaccinat
ed. 

Telephone Reassurance - Phone 
calls every morning for seniors who 
want someone to check in on them. 

Shopping Trips - Thursday after
noon alternating from Turners Falls to 
Orange. 

Quilting Classes Resume 
A new series of 10 quilting classes 

will begin on Monday, February 11th 
and continue every second and fourth 
Mondays of the month. The Senior 
Center owns two sewing machines that 
participants may use or you may bring 
your own portable. Classes are led by 
Dianne Cornwell and her assistant 
Sandy. There is no fee for the class but 

donations are gratefully accepted. Call 
Polly at (413) 423-3649 for more infor-

mation. 
Monday, 2/25 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Noon Quilting 

Tuesday, 2126 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A Meeting 
1230 p.m. Painting 

Wednesday, 2/27 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 

Thursday, 2/28 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Posture Perfect 
Noon Cards 

Friday, 3/1 
9 a.m. Bowling 
9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the Leverett 

COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5, or 
coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. Call 
(413) 367-2694 by Wednesday for a 
reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 Lockes 

Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle, (978) 
544-6760, for hours and upcoming pro
grams. Call the Center for a ride. 

Just because you are buying 
online doesn't guarantee that you 
will get the best price. Do some 
comparison shopping at yom local 
diug stores. 

The FDA encourages consumers 
to repo1t suspected fraudulent sales 
of medical products on the intemet: 
www fda.gov/Safety/ReportaProbl 
em/ucm0593 l 5 htm 

The FDA also encourages con
sumers to report any adverse 
effects from any medical product 
a t 
www.fda.gov/Safety/MedWatch/de 
fault htm. 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

E:at In or Talre Out! 
BURRITOS, 

BOWLS, 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESAD ILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• \!Veil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 



Compiled By DON CLEGG
Mammal Tracking in the Field

is an opportunity to learn to interpret
and identify mammal tracks and
signs in the wild. Held at the
Quabbin Reservoir, on Saturday,
Feb. 23, from 9 a.m. to noon and 1
to 4 p m. Trackers may find evi-
dence of porcupine, fisher, bear,
moose, and more. Trackers will be
looking for scat, browse and bark
stripping, evidence of scent marking,
and tracks themselves. 

The program will be led by Susan
Morse, a wildlife ecologist and the
Science Director of “Keeping
Track,” a non-profit devoted to pro-
viding technical training to profes-
sional biologists, citizen scientist
volunteers, land trust officials, and
conservation planners. This program,
for ages 16 and older, is co-spon-
sored with Hitchcock Center for the
Environment, Arcadia Wildlife
Sanctuary/Mass Audubon, and
Northfield Mountain Recreation and
Environmental Center.

To pre-register, call Arcadia at
(413) 584-3009 or register online at
www.massaudubon.org. The meet-
ing location will be sent upon regis-
tration. Dress warmly, and definitely
bring a warm drink, a snack, and an
extra jacket or sweater inside your
daypack.

Join Northfield Mountain
Recreation and Environmental

Center staff for a family adventure
by the light of the moon while
snowshoeing on Saturday, Feb. 23,
from 6 to 8 p.m. Learn how to navi-
gate like nocturnal creatures, pretend
to be predators sneaking up on prey
and learn about the shocking scientif-
ic mysteries rolled up in Wintergreen
Lifesavers! A cup of cocoa and
snacks will warm everyone on your
return to the Center.

This program, for ages 8 and
older, is free and no previous snow-
shoeing experience is necessary.
Snowshoe rentals are available. Wear
wind pants or gaiters if you have
them, and dress in warm layers that
can be shed as we get moving. Pre-
registration is required by calling
Northfield Mountain at (800) 859-
2960. 

Greening Greenfield will host a
film and discussion on Wednesday,
Feb. 27, at the Second
Congregational Church, located on
the Greenfield Town Common, start-
ing at 6:30 p m. “Reclaiming
Democracy” is a film about two
people who have worked with more
than a hundred communities to help
them reclaim decision-making for
themselves and away from corpora-
tions. This event is free and open to
the public. For more information,
visit www.greeninggreenfield.org.

Eva Gibavic will present slides of
ceremonial stone sites in Leverett

and then will show Ted Timreck’s
film: “Great Falls: Discovery,
Destruction and Preservation in a
Massachusetts Town” at the
Lerverett Library on Wednesday, Feb
27, at 7 p m.

In 2008, the National Register of
Historic Places found that a Native
American ceremonial landscape at
the Turners Falls Airport was eligible
for recognition and recognized sur-
rounding an 18 mile area as a Tribal
historical district. Leverett, with its
many ceremonial stone structures, is
part of this district.

This program will be followed up
in early spring (date TBA) with a
walk around in Leverett to explore
some of these structures. For more
info, call Dawn (413) 367-9562 or
Dan (413) 367-2656.

Franklin County Tech School’s
5th Annual Dodgeball Tournament
is Friday, March 1. Teams are open to
anyone and will consist of 5 players.
Registration is $25 per team, with
cash prizes for the last 2 teams stand-
ing. The tournament begins at 6
sharp and ends when one team
remains. This is a double-elimination
tournament. Teams must be regis-
tered by Feb. 27. The tourney is only
accepting 40 teams, so call to register
at (413) 863-9561 X233.

A cabin fever potluck dinner
will be held in Wendell Old Town
Hall on Saturday, March 2, starting at
6 p.m. Donations of money or non-
perishable food are encouraged to
benefit Good Neighbors. For more
information, call Kathleen at (978)
544-8772

Send local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org.
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338  MMain  Street,  Montaggue  
4413-36677-00155

www.gooddddirtpottery.com

Good  DDirt  PPotttteryy
SStudio

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666IN GOOD COMPANY
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL
COMPANIONSHIP FOR
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413-834-7569
HOSPICE TRAINED

CPR CERTIFIED

GREEN
RIVER

ZEN CENTER

Zen Meditation Practice
Beginners Welcome

Information and schedule:
www.greenriverzen.org

413-256-1594
At the Montague Retreat Center

177 Ripley Road
Montague, MA 01351

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague
David Ginsburg

ASE and Toyota Certified
Automotive Technician

We come to you!

413.522.4100

Serving the Greenfield, Amherst and Northfield areas

JAKE’S TAVERN

66 Ave. A   863-8938

Relaxed Atmosphere. GREAT FOOD!

O p en   f o r   l u n c h
k i d s   e a t   f r e e   T u e s .   5 - 99   p m
t e x - mm e x   T h u r s d a y   5 - 99   p m

River Verses
Millers River Watershed Council
2013 Poetry Contest
Be a poet and let us know it!

As the river flows, MRWC is
inviting folks in the watershed to let
their creative verses flow by sponsor-
ing a poetry contest. 

The Millers River Watershed
Council is asking participants to
compose a poem about a local river
or tributary, share what it means to
you, how it looks to you, why you
enjoy it, or how it makes you marvel
at the world around us.
Rules: 

Maximum 51 lines (1 for each
mile of the Millers River).

A river or tributary in the Millers
watershed must be named.

The poem needs to give a sense of
the river and/or watershed.

2-poem limit per poet. Must be
original, unpublished work.

Paper submissions: send 2 copies,
one with & one without your name 

Electronic submissions: send
copies in Word.

Note your age on submission.
Categories:

Youth: 6 to 12, and 13 to 18
Adult: 19 to 30, and 31+

Acceptable forms: Standard poet-
ry and/or  Haiku.
Deadline: Thursday, Feb. 28th.

Winners will be announced April
5th at Poetry night @ MREC in
Athol and asked to recite their win-
ning entry. Prizes will be  awarded!
Submissions may be used by MRWC
on its web site and are invited to be
part of a future book of Millers River
Poems; the proceeds will be used for
river monitoring projects.

For more information visit:
www millerswatershed.org or con-
tact Keith Davies, MRWC,
MassLIFT-AmeriCorps Project
Outreach Coordinator, at water-
shed@millersriver.net or (978) 248-
9491. Mail: MRWC, 100 Main St,
Athol, MA 01331.

MILLERS RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL

Calling for Poetry

Access to Technology (A2T), a
project of Thrive, is a small volun-
teer non-profit organization based
in Turners Falls that recycles donat-
ed computers from businesses and
schools and provides them to
underserved populations in the
Pioneer Valley.

Recipients of computers are
identified through teachers, school
administrators, attorneys who work

with underprivileged children, and
staff of non-profit organizations
working with low-income adults.

Over 1,000 computers have
already been donated by organiza-
tions like Yankee Candle and
Deerfield Academy. 

While A2T is registered with the
state as a charitable non-profit, in
order to apply for the grant money
necessary to hire a staff person and
rent space, we have to establish our-

selves as a federally recognized tax-
exempt organization (501c3). This
is a lengthy and expensive process.
A2T needs to raise just $500 in
order to move the organization to
the next level. 

There is a 30-day fundraising
campaign going on now at
gofundme.com. A donation of even
$5 would help enormously. To learn
more, visit
www.gofundme.com/funda2t.

A2T Fundraiser
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Sales Representatives

for the 

Montague Reporter 

We are a non-profit, weekly

print newspaper. 

We run ads for businesses

throughout 

Franklin County. 

Commission-based pay. 

Interested parties should

contact 

ads@montaguereporter.org

or (413) 863-8666 

for more information.

Old Town Hall – Wendell
Sat, March 2, 6 p.m.
Donations of money or 

non-perishable food
encouraged.

Benefit for Good Neighbors.
For more information, call

Kathleen at (978) 544 8772 

Cabin Fever 
Potluck Dinner!

The legislative Joint Committee
on Ways and Means has scheduled
its FY 14 Budget Hearing on
Education for Tuesday, Feb. 26, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Greenfield
Community College Dining
Commons. The Joint Committee is
chaired by Senator Stephen Brewer
and State Representative Brian
Dempsey, with co-chairs Senator
Jennifer Flanagan and State
Representative Stephen Kulik. 

The House Committee on Ways
and Means examines the Governor’s

proposed budget,
released last month,

and will release its own recommen-
dations for the annual budget for
deliberation by the House of
Representatives. Prior to release of
the House Ways and Means Budget,
Joint Ways and Means Committee
budget hearings are held across the
state.

The Hearing is open to the public
and will include a welcome and
remarks from Bob Pura, followed by
a series of testimony presentations by
a panel of Commissioners of Early

Education and Care, Elementary and
Secondary Education, Higher
Education, the MA Secretary of
Education, the President of UMass, a
Mass Municipal Association panel
and Education panels including
MTA, MFT, MASS, MASC and
MARS.

This is a wonderful opportunity to
see democracy in action. Stop in and
watch the proceedings at any point
throughout the day.

For more information, contact
Bob Pura at (413)775-1410 or
pura@gcc mass.edu. 

Legislative Budget Hearings

0 

Montague 

&OC!~!!~~L 
413-367-9206 

• www.montaguebookmill.com 
1i• 

SALES •SERVICE• I STALl.ATIO 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley; MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 

Mid Winter Sale! 
Save up to $400 on in stock units! 

Power Clear 

439.99 
• Clears snow down to 

pavement 
• Easy for anyone to use 
• Guaranteed to Start 
• Self propels itself through 

the snow 

Power Max 

899.99 
• Chute, defleGtor and anti

dogging system are made of a 
durable, rust-free sub zero 
material. 

• Commercial-grade conrtruction 
for long life 

• Ideal for large areas/heaV)I 
>riowfalls 

" Powerful Engines 

Are you ready for the snow? If not we have the answer. Come 
down to Green River Powersports and purchase a new Toro 
Snowblower. We have everything from single stage to heavy 
duty 2 stage snowthrowers. 

GREEN RIVER POWER SPORTS 
1 MAIN ROAD, GILL, MA 413.863.4892 

~ I" 

Hy Owned Since 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

TABLETS! 
Local 

Farmer-Owned 
Stop by your local. 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA ,01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Ill AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfteldfatmerscoop.com 



4 

Shira Hillel - Editor 
Layout & Design 

Claudia Wells -Art Director 

OlaflflHdloll ,,....., 
Patricia Pruitt -Assistant Editor 

Editorial Assistants 
Hugh Corr 
Mike J.lekson 

Don Clegg 

~ ..,.. 
~ 

Gloria Kegelff "Tlte lloite nftlte Villages" 
Lenny Zarcone 

Mike Jackson Founded by 
Artnur Evans Harry Brandt David Detmold 

Augus/, 2002 

Teolwtloal 
Admllllstlator 
About Face Computing 

Cooperative Budget Efforts 
Must Continue 

Concerned parties from the 
Legislature, the superintendent and 
school committee of the Gill
Montague Regional School 
District, Gill and Montague select
boards and finance committees, 
both towns' administrators, and the 
group of three known as the "tech 
panel" came together in the com
munity meeting room at the 
Montague Public Safety Complex 
on Feb. 15 to explore the progress 
toward t0\\'11 and school district 
collaboration on an affordable and 
sustainable school budget. Such 
collaboration was successful for 
three past budgets under fonner 
superintendents Carl Ladd and 
Nadine Ekstrom. 

Although the cunent interim 
superintendent Mark Prince has 
attended one meeting of the tech 
panel, it seems there has been a 
change in the District's view of the 
value of such collaboration. This 
was expressed by GMRSD com
mittee member Mike Langknecht, 
who said, "I don't want our super
intendent putting that much time 
into the tech panel." 

Undaunted, Tupper Brown of 
the tech panel reiterated his hope 
that Prince would in fact join in the 
discussions about long-term sus
tainability, enrollment and Chapter 
70 educational funding issues as 
well. The current GMRSD 
accounting service, The 
Management Solution, perhaps 
belongs at the table as well. 

For their parts, Senator Stan 
Rosenberg, and Representatives 
Stephen Kulik and Denise Andrews 
expressed openness to learning and 
discussing the results of the inves
tigation of the Chapter 70 fommla. 
Kulik expressed the realities of 
changing the formula to favor a 
particular set of districts; doing so 
may benefit one group of similar 

districts and penalize another 
group. Rosenberg thought enroll
ment was more of a problem than 
the Chapter 70 fo1mula. Brown 
pointed out that while the district 
has shown a growth of 44 students 
this year, they would need 30 more 
students for Chapter 70 ftmding to 
the district to increase. 

We want to suppo1t the process 
of collaboration between GMRSD 
and the towns for three reasons. 
First, the District is not only an 
educational entity, but also a 
financial depa1tment of the towns. 
This means that the towns cannot 
spend monies exclusively on town 
projects and ignore funding the 
schools. Second, while the District 
depends on the towns for the local 
contribution, it ought not to devel
op budgets that deplete or demand 
of the towns beyond their capaci
ties. Third, it is impo1tant for all 
parties to acknowledge that nei
ther the school district nor the 
towns are absolutely autonomous 
entities. The ve1y regional agree
ment that delineates their individ
ual responsibilities binds them 
together financially within the fur
ther financial realities of the state 
government. 

There's plenty to discuss and 
on which to collaborate. For either 
the District or the towns to ignore 
the financial realities of the other 
leads into the sort of protracted, 
tmpleasant and uncollegial inter
action that we have seen too often 
in the past, and which has had a 
part in our district being sent to 
Level 4 in the first place. When 
the three past budgets worked on 
collaboratively came before town 
meeting, town meeting members 
knew they were a jointly devel
oped product being recommended 
by both the District and the towns. 
What a difference it made. 

WE WELCOME 
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:fflont1gue Re.porter 

58 4th St Turners, 01376 
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The Pros of Regionalization 
In 1955, Leverett and 

Shutesbury joined the Amherst 
Regional Public School for grades 
7-12. Also in the 50s the elemen
ta1y school students went to the 
newly constructed Leverett 
Elementa1y School and existing 
one room schools in town closed 
their doors ( originally there were 9 
one room school houses in 
Leverett). 

Since then, discussions of far
ther regionalization with Amherst 
have taken place in 1968, 1976, 
1992 and 2009. In 1992, Leverett 
voted to join a 4 town region for 
the elementary school with 
Amherst, Pelham and Shutesbmy, 
but, because Shutesbury voted 
against it, the region wasn't 
formed. The 2009 study was a 
result of a state's proposal to 
regionalize schools by county, 
which would have been a drastic 
change for Leverett whose middle 
and high school sh1dents go to 
Amherst Regional School. 
Starting in 2011 a new regional 
sh1dy was undertaken, this time 
initiated by the towns. Again we 
are considering this option. 

In his OpEd piece (Montague 
Reporter, Feb. 14), Jeff Singleton 
voices an opinion that there are no 
strong positives, financially or 
educationally for the smaller 
towns to join this region. I have 
been working with 11 other 
Regional School District Planning 
Boa1·d (RSDPB) members for 
many months now and have 
reached a different conclusion. 
Since Leverett and Shutesbury 
sh1dents go to Amherst Regional 
in 7th grade ah'eady, a clear align
ment of cufficulum would be ben
eficial, avoiding potential redun
dancy in cufficulum and ensuring 
that all students are equally pre
pared for this transition. Amherst
Pelham and Amherst Regional 
Schools are embracing an array of 
strategies to improve learning and 
teaching from which our Leverett 
school would benefit. 

In a region of this size there is 
the real possibility for the creation 
of a magnet school where innova
tive education techniques could be 
tried. Such a school could focus 
on languages, science, or math, 
etc. providing a different approach 
to education. This has been tried in 

many regions in Massachusetts. 
Another benefit of regionaliza

tion might be an expansion of 
shared positions for "specials" 
(a1t, music, etc.). It is difficult to 
retain talented teachers in these 
areas if you cannot offer a full 
time position. There is more of a 
possibility to add to the "specials" 
in a larger region than in a small 
union with each school in its own 
district. 

The financial consultant for 
RSDPB, Mark Abrahams, looked 
at the FY13 budgets for all of the 
schools and the two unions and 
came up with an estimated savings 
of $400-500 thousand or about 1 
percent. Th.is seems minimal to 
some but it does not take into 
account potential savings down 
the road in purchasing power, 
streamlining of some se1vices and 
potential regional transition fund
ing from the state to cover the 
$177,000 estimated cost to pay for 
coordinated technology that was 
included in the projections. Also 
not included in the estimated sav
ings, is the time that would be 
saved by Leverett and Shutesbury 
Town Treasurers who would have 
less financial data to process. In 
any case, what is wrong with sav
ing around a half million dollars? 

Also questioned is the claim 
that Amherst Regional central 
office administration costs would 
not increase for a PreK-12 region. 
On the surface it doesn't seem 
realistic that these costs would not 
increase with the addition of 3 
schools to the region. Each school 
district and region has to file over 
100 reports to the state so cuffent
ly 5 sets of these reports are being 
filed. There would be one set for a 
PreK-12 region. The central office 
in Amherst now submits 2 sets so 
this task would be cut in half. Also 
there are now 5 budgets being cre
ated, met about, approved, etc. 
Amherst creates 2 of these; with a 
PreK-12 region, there would be 
one budget; there would also be 
one audit instead of five. This very 
real consolidation, along with the 
consolidation of other accounting 
functions would enable Leverett 
and Shutesbury to be absorbed at 
no extra cost and would potential
ly free up more time and resources 
for education. 

Singleton questioned the asser
tion that the school budget would 
be clearer than it is now. Cuffently 
at the Leverett Annual Town 
Meeting there is a line item for the 
elementaiy school; for FY13 that 
amount is $1,712,167 which is the 
budget approved by the Leverett 
School Committee. However that 
does not include $460,853 in addi
tional operating costs for the 
school (exclusive of debt se1vice). 
The regional school budget is stat
ed on one line item as $1,238,608 
(exclusive of debt service). 
Although all of the information is 
there in the budget, it is easy to 
mistakenly think that the elemen
ta1y school costs $1,712,167 and 
not over $2,000,000. 

There are also concerns about 
programs that are unique to our 
elementa1y schools being cut. This 
is not the case; all of the elemen
ta1y schools in Amherst have their 
own programs to enhance learn
ing. There is nothing about adopt
ing common curricular goals, 
assessment practices, etc. that pre
cludes project based learning, 
integration of arts and technology 
into the cufficulum or any other 
program suited to that school's 
student body, including a green
house in Leverett, which supplies 
food for the lunch program and is 
a leaming tool for our sh1dents. 

I encourage eve1yone to come 
to the forum in Leverett on Feb. 28 
(6:30 p.m. at the Leverett 
Elementai·y School) and also to 
check out the website, 
www.regionalschoolplanning.com 
, to get more details on the sh1dy. 

If this is such a bad idea, why 
do we repeatedly consider it? 

- Julie Shively 
Leverett Selectboard 
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Got Meds? 
Do you or your relatives have a 

medicine cabinet full of old med
ication that you don't know what 
to do with? 

The Montague Police have 
installed a free medication drop
off box in the front lobby of the 
Public Safety Complex. 

Simply bring unneeded pre
scription meds and drop them in 
the MedBox, and they will be dis
posed of in a safe and environ
mentally safe way. Medicines can 

remain in their original packaging 
with the labels. There is no need 
to speak with anyone. The service 
is discreet and strictly confiden
tial. 

Chief Chip Dodge said that his 
department and the District 
Attorney's office believe this is an 
important service. 

They accept non-prescription 
medication, veterinary medication 
and vitamins and dietary supple
ments as well. 

Left to right: Greenfield Mcryor Bill Martin, District Attornry 
David Sullivan, and Montague Chief Chip Dodge 

BRIDGE from page 1 
half of the casings allows the pil
ings to sway slightly in the event 
of an earthquake. All new U.S. 
bridges have been mandated to be 
constmcted to withstand the shock 
wave of an earthquake traveling 
through the earth, since earth
quakes dropped bridges in 
California, according to Graves. 
The new bridge will stand on top 
of the H-beam pilings as if on 
stilts, which may wobble but will 
not snap. 

During constmction, Northern 
Constmction will maintain two
way traffic by building the 
Northern third of the bridge first. 
Once it is complete, westbound 
traffic will use that new section 
while the contractor builds the 
middle third. Once they complete 
the middle section, the contractor 
will dive1t traffic to it, so that they 
can build the final, southern sec-

tion. 
During all this work, Northern 

Construction must maintain a 
walkway for viltually non-exis
tent foot traffic, largely limited to 
nosy reporters and three kids who 
were skipping school last 
September. II 
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Support 
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SCHOOL from page 1 

the ongoing search for budget sus
tainability. 

Among the attendees were 
Massachusetts State Senator 
Stanley Rosenberg; 
Representatives Stephen Kulik and 
Denise Andrews; Paul Dunphy, 
aide to Representative Kulik; John 
Hanold, chair; Sharon Kennaugh, 
Montague finance committee 
member; Chris Boutwell, 
Montague selectboard member; 
Frank Abbondanzio, Montague 
town administrator; Randy 
Crosier, chair; John Ward, Gill 
selectboard member; and Claire 
Chang, Gill finance committee 
member. 

Representing the district was 
Interim Superintendent Mark 
Prince. School committee mem
bers in attendance were Joyce 
Phillips, chair, Michael 
Langknecht, Misty Lyons, and 
Leslie Cogswell, of Montague, 
Jane Oakes and Sandra Brovm, 
vice-chair, of Gill. Andy Paquette 
from the district accounting serv
ice also participated. Seating was 
ananged around a CT-shaped col
lection of tables and was filmed. 

Brown stated that it appears the 
preliminary budget may be out of 
line with the compact, and raised 
concern over maintaining sustain
ability. Naughton said there is a 
$300,000 gap between what would 
be affordable to the towns and 
what the budget asks of them. 
Projecting fo1ward, he sees the gap 
increasing to well over $600,000 
the following year. 

To this, Andrew Paquette of the 
business department said, "None 
of the numbers should be seen as 
cast in stone. It's an ever changing 
landscape." 

Concern over the budget is not 
only about the numbers. Chang 
said she felt the tech panel was the 
only way the towns got out of the 
contentious meetings with the 
school committee. Langknecht 
said he did not agree. He said what 
changed was the school committee 
invited towns to provide their 
input before the budget was pre
sented. Langknecht said the tech 
panel never looked at the district 
budget. And he pointed out, 'Tm a 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POUCE LOG 
Single Scheme Fraud and Theft on a Person Over 60 

W cdnesday, 2/7 
12:59 p.m. Vandalism at -
Avenue A in Tt1rners Falls. 
1:26 p.m. Sturunons issued for 
operation of an unlicensed 
motor vehicle when pulled over 
going through a signal on 
Greenfield Road in Turners 
Falls. 
9:1.!.J!:m. Domestic disturbance 
at - 4th Street and 3 sum
mons issued for assault and 
property destruction. 
Thmday. 2/8 
7:52 a.m. Medical emergency at 
S;riswold Avenue in Ttu:ners 
Falls. Removed to hospital 
10:50 p.m. Defective burglary 
alarm at Freedom Credit Union 
in Turners Falls. 
II :26 p.m. Medical emergency 
at ■Chester Street. 

Fnday.2/9 
9:18 a.m. Break-in at Williams 
Garage in T,u:ners Falls. 
12:13 p.m. Police attempt to 
issue an arrest warrant atath 
Street; person not found. 
7:24 p.m. Suspicious auto at 
Lightlife Foods on Industrial 
BotJevard in Ttu:ners Falls. 
7:35 p.m. Threatening harass
ment at ■ Masonic Street in 
Turners Falls. 

~.2/9 
6:04 a.m. Medical emergency at 
.Park Street. removed to hos
pital. 
6:57 a.m. Hit and run accident 

Sunday. 2/10 Monday, 2/11 
1:42 a.m. Disturbance at 3:59 p.m. Well-being check at 
C,m1berland Farms in Ttu:ners Connecticut River Internists in 
Falls. Ttu:ners Falls. 

6:27 a.m. Well-being check at 6:52 p.m. Vandalism at -
the Farren Care Center in Millers Falls Road in Millers 
Tt1rners Falls. Falls. 
8:51 a.m. Medical emergency at 7:07 p.m. Police investigate 
the house bdund the Montague abandoned 911 call at the 
Minimart. Removed to hospital. Franklin Emergency Center in 
4:52 p.m. Police respond again T,u:ners Falls. 
to threatening harassment at ■ Tuesday, 2/12 
Grand Avenue in Millers Falls. 9:17 a.m. Medical emergency at 
7:04 p.m. Animal complaint at ~dall Road in Montague. 
Powertown A artments. Removed to hospital. 

at - Federal Street in perso inj,u:y an was 
Montague. No injtu:ies report- arrested for a D.U.I. and operat
ed. ing to endanger. Her car was in 
l 0:06 p.m. Harassment at ■ an accident after speeding and 

ll:55 a.m. Summons issued for 
a single scheme fraud and theft 
for over $250 on a person over 
60 years old at Federal 
Street in Montague. 
12:57 p.m. Break-in and btu:gla
ry at~ld S,mderland Rd. Grand Avenue in Millers Falls. crossing marked lines. 

school committee and tovn1 mem
ber. We're all town here - all on 
the same side." 

Naughton asked, "How should 
we move forward? Right now 
assessments are above what the 
towns can afford." Langknecht 
responded that the budget present
ed was one the business depa1t
ment said would come down. 
Chang said the recent public hear
iI1g was the first time she had been 
invited to engage in the budget 
process, and said she didn't feel 
there was a whole-hea1ted invita
tion for the towns to discuss it. She 
said this year hasn't followed that 
format and the budget is much 
higher. 

Paquette said the budget as pre
sented is just in its infancy, waiting 
for input from administration and 
staff. He said the number is what 
they came up with to meet the Feb. 
1 deadline for presenting a prelim
ina1y budget. "By no means is this 
a fixed number - we haven't heard 
from Ways and Means yet. This 
was to meet a deadline." 

Concems continued to be raised 
about the compact and Table B 
budget formula being in trouble 
and the superintendent saying that 
the tech panel is not necessary. 
Singleton said, "We had a collabo
ration; it's impo1tant to recreate 
that collaboration." 

Hanold spoke on the subject of 
waiting for change. He said the 
chances of the situation changing 
are in the "too small to measure" 
range. He said the town of 
Montague has had heads of depa1t
ments submit requests for funding 
and he feels the town is on the 
right path. In January they had a 
first budget that included a bot
tom-up approach. "There is no 
white knight in our future, except 
for the people here around the 
table," Hanold said. 

PriI1ce said that statements that 
he isn't williI1g to make himself 
available are not accurate. He said, 
"I'm more than willing," and that 
"not one member had requested to 
meet with" him. Tupper Brown 
responded that maybe it was a 
communication problem, an 
impression given when PriI1ce said 
the work of the tech panel was 
done. Brown was pleased to hear 
Prince was willing to meet with 
them. Hanold said they present a 
better image if they work together. 
The towns and district have 
unwound a lot of the problems 
with the state, but no longer have a 
road map for the future. 

A meeting was proposed, and 
Prince was invited to a joint select
board and finance committee 
meeting to be held at 6 p.m. on 
March 6 at the Montague Town 
Hall in Tumers Falls. Brown said 
this meeting is about the long 
view. 

Phillips commented on Table B, 
saying that Chapter 70 funding 
never came in at the level present
ed, but has always been lower. At 
the same time, the school district 
never put their budget at 2 percent, 
but it has been less for the past 
several years. In the last fiscal 
year, a lot of E&D money was 
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used for technology. Phillips made 
the poiI1t that when buildiI1g the 
budget, the impact on the Level 4 
status must be considered. She 
said, "We need to know as we look 
at any cuts, that we understand 
their impact on education. We have 
to be ve1y careful. This plan was 
never real. Communication is 
important. Reality is important. 
What's important is our kids, and 
doing what's best for our kids." 

Kulik said, "The district loses 
more than one million dollars iI1 
choice and charter money. Having 
those kinds of discussions around 
solving those problems would be 
useful. I don't happen to like 
choice. I don't think people use it 
for the right reasons." 

Singleton suggested they look 
at the enrollment issue. Prince said 
they've started looking at that. 
They have looked at the kinder
ga1ten and first grade and discov
ered 40 students who never came 
into the district. 

Rosenberg said, "I don't want to 
discourage anyone working on the 
fo1mula, but I don't think the for
mula is where your problem lies. 
The formula worked ve1y well in 
the first seven years of Ed Reform. 
It covered costs of requirements. 
Then enrollment dropped precipi
tously, and we went through a 
recession, and we adjusted region
al numbers because the suburbs 
complained." 

Kulik responded, "The problem 
with the fo1mula is the outcome: 
you're not getting what you want 
or need. Show why this is hurting 
you." He suggested they look at 
enrollment and per-pupil spendiI1g. 
Rosenberg said Gill-Montague has 
ve1y high per-pupil spending. 

Sandra Brown said, "We're 
looking at why students leave," 
and mentioned exit interviews. 
Prince repeated his interest iI1 the 
m1mber of kindergarten and first 
graders entering the district, but 
agreed exit iI1terviews are great, if 
parents will take the time to 
respond to them. He suggested 
maybe as sh1dents are leaving, 
they could have a survey as part of 
their packet. He added, "this is just 
a suggestion, nothing like this 
exists right now." 

Tupper Brown summarized: 
"Eve1yone is content to have the 
tech panel continue working on 
Table B. On these broader issues 
we would like to fo1m small 
groups to look at 1) Chapter 70 
formula, 2) per capita cost, 3) 
choice and charter." 

Brown continued, "Getting peo
ple to send their kids to public, 
rather than private, schools 
depends pa1tly on what the district 
is like, and pa1tly what public per
ception is of the district." 

Singleton added, on the issue of 
enrollment: "Does the school dis
trict have to wait until we figure it 
out before we make an effort to 
address the problem and briI1g peo
ple back into the district?" 
Langknecht said this is the obliga
tion of long-te1m planning by the 
school committee. 

II 
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THEATER REVIEW 

Through the Looking Glass: 
The New Renaissance Players present Alice at the Shea 

Yes, it's a children's classic, and 
Sarah Hodge-Wetherbee remem
bered this especially well as she 
directed her lachrymose Mock 
Turtle's pe1formance to the children 
in the front rows, entrancing them 
with her sad, sad "Beautifol Soup." 
The kids nodded in sublime recogili
tion as she reeled off the branches of 
aiithmetic they were all too familiai· 
with from their own classrooms: 
ambition, distraction, uglification 
ai1d derision. And White Knight Joe 
van Allen kept the young ones 
enthralled with his manic Milli 
Vanilli stat· tum, lip synching a frost 
heave tune on the baffling chess
boai·d of looking glass lai1d. 

"Drink Me" pictures Ashlry Blom as Alice 

By DAVID DETMOLD wards land of dreams, as she reads 
the most famous nonsense poem of 

TURNERS FALLS - "Somehow all time through the looking glass at 
it seems to fill my head with ideas, the Shea Theater on Sunday, while 
only I'm not sure exactly what they the uffishjabbe1wock went whiffling 
are." through the crowd, burbling at the 

So says Alice, the eternal woman skeptical children and their rapt, 
child caught forever in the back- wide-eyed parents. Alice (Ashley 

Local Artists Embrace 
Teaching Their Trades 
By LEE WICKS 

Two young men, one a glass 
blower and the other a potter, have 
come back to their home towns to 
establish themselves as aiiists, forge 
community through a shared creative 
experience, teach and prosper. After 
spending time with them I cai1't 
decide ifl want to learn to work with 
glass or clay - or both. Their studios 
welcome people of all ages and lev
els of experience. 

artists with a keen eye towai·ds the 
marketplace. Each produces objects 
that are likely to sell. And they do. 

Black produces mugs and se1ving 
bowls in the wate1y, sun-infused col
ors ofFrance, and sells them for $45. 
Rockland makes pendants and a 
number of other small objects in the 
saine price range, along with sn.m
ning vases ai1d bottles that cost much 
more. 

When summer turns our land
scape gi·een, it is easy to diive rigl1t 
by The New Green Gates Potte1y 
Studio, but in the snow the bright 
green studio can't be missed. It was 
once an unused garage on his par
ents' property, ai1d Black renovated it 
into a sunny space with doors that 
open wide on waim days. Here he 

Blom) led the audience on a meny 
chase through the distorted reahn of 
Wonderland, where glue sniffers, 
mushroom fanciers, and other revel
ers on the forbidden fnlit of fantasy 
waited round every episodic comer 
to make her smaller, taller, to blow 
her mind and nearly take her head 
off ... all on a golden afternoon. 

It was a veiy bluste1y day, as we 
approached the Shea, and signs and 
wonders were eve1ywhere, from the 
balloons festooning the facade of 
LOOT on the far side of the Avenue 
to the solita1y kestrel hawk with a 
spa1Tow in its claws standing still as 
a sentinel in front of the Colle. A flur-
1y offeathei·s swirled in a biting wind 
in the doo1way of the Shea, as moth
ei·s with young children tucked one 
under each aim ushered them into the 
theater to watch the New 
Renaissance Players unfold the 
familiar tale of Alice and her descent 
down the death-defying rabbit hole. 

But under the innovative handling 
of director Jillian Morgan, the shop
worn pursuit of the waist-coated 
white rabbit was dispensed with in 
favor of Alice, aftei· the briefest of 
intros, walking directly into the mir
ror image world, where both Lewis 
Cruroll's brilliant and transgressive 
Wonderland and his Looking Glass 
sequel changed places and perspec
tives with fast-paced and riotous 
glee. 

High above the fray, like a retro 
deus ex machina from Hoboken, 
Daniel Hales, and his frost heaves. 
laid down cool and brilliant backing 

tracks to keep the action hopping. 
There were too many standout 

pe1fo1mances to detail, almost too 
much of a muchness overall, but 
Alice managed to thread the 
deranged needle in pinafored 
aplomb. "It's all veiy well to say, 
'Drink Me,"' notes Alice, yet she 
bravely does, and before her chin hits 
her toes she guides us into the magic, 
hidden garden where whitewashed 
roses are stained blood red, where 
ove1weening, brilliantly costumed 
caterpillars instmct us in didactic 
tones to keep our tempers and force 
us to recite fractured poesy from 
days of yore. 

We've all played croquet games 
like these, with unstable authority 
figures, rigid pink flamingos and 
evanescent hedgehogs, at peril of our 
lives. And we've become almost too 
familiar with the caucus races of 
pompous dodos and daft lories and 
their frumious feathered friends who 
run in dripping circles toward the 
crazed right wing of their mad Tea 
Patty. 

The shrill tones of Kim Overtree 
in her dominating role as the Queen 
of Hea1ts quite dwarfed her myopic 
but sympathetic husband, Brendai1 
Ke1111y, and would seem to have left 
little oxygen on stage for other mon
archs. But Christina Doe, as the 
delightfully simpering White Queen, 
and Jenny Silver, as her most awe
inspiring Red Highness, found more 
than enough space to breathe won
drous vitality into their largei·-than
life personas, even so. 

Heatl1 Ven-ill was inspired as the 
ovoid Humpty Dumpty, delivering a 
truncated poem before falling off the 
wall for good. And Emily Eaton 
pulled off the amazing role reversal 
of making eve1yone else on stage 
disappear the moment she crawled 
onto it in the guise of one scmmp
tious Cheshire kitten. 

Neve1iheless, it is disorienting to 
be gripped tightly in the clutches of a 
disordered dream you can never 
quite wake up from. Children know 
intuitively that the road of life is pit
ted with impossibilities, detoured by 
the demands of imperious adults, and 
subject to inscmtable mies. So it is 
no wonder they identify so well with 
Alice, as she steadfastly insists on 
rationality in a mad, mad world. 

Even so, after the two and a half 
hour play had finally mn its course, 
some of tl1e actual children in the 
room had grown quite restless, or 
laid their heads down on their moth
ers' laps for naps of their own. But 
their parents remained wide awake 
through it all, reveling in their own 
sweet memories of childhood. 

What stluck me about Tomas 
Black, founder of The New Green 
Gate Potte1y Studio on Cave Hill 
Road in Leverett, and Noah 
Rockland, of Rockland Glassworks 
in Montague, is how they are com
bining a sound business plan with 
their personal artistic imperatives. 
No prima donnas here: they ai·e see ARTISTS page 7 Mason Wicks-Lim makes a dragon 111ith mom Ali Wicks-Lim. 
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A History of the China Trade in the Valley 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

GREENFIELD - In 1783 a ship 
named the "Empress of China" 
sailed from New York Harbor for the 
Far East. It was the first American
owned ship to attempt to profit from 
trade with China. 

The voyage of the Empress took 
1-½ years, round trip. Its outbound 
cargo included tar, turpentine, wool, 
silver coins and four tons of ginseng 
roots. Ginseng was, and still is, high
ly valued in Chinese medicine. A 
variety was grown in the province of 
Manchuria but the Chinese emperor 
had a monopoly on the internal trade, 
and could not satisfy the demand. 
The American product, although 
considered inferior, was in great 
demand. A 1798 advertisement in the 
Hampshire Gazette soliciting the 
herb for the China trade contained 
detailed instmctions for its harvest
ing and processing. 

Ginseng was just one connection 
between the Connecticut River 
Valley and China in the Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Centuries, according 

to Amanda Lange. 
Lange is the curatorial depar1ment 

chair at Historic Deerfield. Her lec
ture on "The Connecticut River 
Valley and the China Trade" was part 
of the Greenfield Community 
College Senior Symposia, a popular 
series hosted at GCC's downtown 
center. Approximately 45 seniors 
attended this particular event, a fast
paced slide show lasting nearly two 
hours. 

The valley supplied other trade 
goods, capital, and of course sailors 
for the China Trade. People in the 
valley also coveted spices and a vari
ety of objects, ranging from lacquer 
boxes and porcelain bowls to finely 
carved ivory chess sets. Most impor
tantly, China was virtually the only 
source of tea for Americans prior to 
the mid-nineteenth century. 

Lange's presentation not only 
described the key products of the 
trade but also several specific voy
ages, based on the diaries of the men 
and women who made them. A par
ticular focus was the experiences of 
westerners in Chinese ports, or more 

properly, in the one port they were 
allowed to visit. China profited from 
trade but attempted to ban merchants 
and sailors from its ten1t01y. Under 
the so-called "Canton system," in 
force prior to the 1840s, most for
eigners were required to stay in thir
teen "factories" (trading posts) in 
Canton (Guangzhou) hai·bor during 
the trading season. 

Some of the items in 
the China trade were per
haps not as politically 
coffect as ginseng. Lange 
showed several slides of sailors 
bludgeoning seals for their 
furs on desolate South 
Atlantic islands. She esti
mated that the crew of 
the ship Neptune, which 
sailed from New Haven 
in 1796, may have destroyed as 
many as 80,000 seals. 

Then tl1ere was opium, a 
highly addictive <liug when 
smoked, which produced huge prof
its for British merchants. Attempts 
by the imperial Chinese authorities to 
stop the illegal trade led to two 
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"Opium Wai-s" in 
the nineteenth cen
tury. These result
ed in the Chinese 
Empire being 
carved up into for
eign "spheres of 
influence" for 
nearly a century. In 
response to an 
inquiry about 
America.ii involve
ment in the trade, i 

~ Lange wrote: 
~ "All the coun-
!!l 
:r tiies trading with 
>-
~ China sold opium 
0 to the Chinese -
1:; 
~ including the 

Panax ginseng. 
COURTESY OF lTMONLINE.ORG 

as the British were in India - you still 
traded it for Chinese goods. Only one 
American company, Olyphant and 
Company, refused to trade in opium, 
mostly for religious reasons. They 
were derisively called "Zion's 
Comer" for their stance." 

again. The process was a bit slower, 
to be sure, but tl1e cultur·al connec
tions (and the profits) were signifi
cant. 

GCC's Senior Symposia will con
tinue in March and April. 

Upcoming lectur·es will include: 

o:: Americans. Even if 
__ ..., ________ ___.§ you weren't 

On the lighter side, Lange showed 
numerous slides of finely carved 
boxes, ivory chess sets, and colorful 
porcelain bowls. (Porcelain itself 
was a Chinese invention, ai1d thus is 
called "china" in some English
speaking countiies.) So for those 
who think the "global economy'' is a 
product of the internet age, think 

"We the People or We tl1e 
Corporations?," on the Supreme 
Court's Citizens United case, on 
March 5; "So You Think You Know 
Puccini?," on March 21 and 28; 
"Helping Hand Monkeys," on April 
3; and "Winslow Homer at the 
Clark," on April 9. 1784 painting of the Empress of China. The ship was financed in Philadelphia and involved closely with 

built in Baltimore, before setting sail for China from the port of New York. opium production -

from ARTISTS page 6 
teaches; his students range from 
ages 3 to 65, and he works closely 
with homeschooling fainilies look
ing to enrich their childI·en's educa
tion. 

Black creates production pieces 
for craft fairs, local restaurants, and 
stores, ai1d he constiucts two or three 
sculptures a year. His sculptures are 

REALTY 
Big enough to deliver, 
small enough to care! 

MOVING 
Boxes & Packing Materials 
U-Haul Rentals & Movers 

SELF STORAGE 
Best Rates in the Valley! 

74 Mohawk Trail 
Greenfield, MA 

774-2331 

one-of-a-kind, whimsical interpreta
tions of Pioneer Valley life. Black 
would like to do more, but he 
already works between 100 and 120 
hours per week. 

The long workweek is not a prob
lem for Black, who is twenty-six 
year-s old. He has 50 students right 
now, and says he'd happily welcome 
more. Cerainics chai1ged his life, 
and he loves passing the satisfaction 
of making something lovely with 
one's own hands along to others. He 
says, "Everyone has artistic talent. 
Art is just a creation of your experi
ence in the world. Ceramics is func
tional as well as beautiful. It takes 
away the questions like Is this art? 
Am I an artist? that keep people 
from expressing themselves." 

Black is dyslexic, and he says this 
was rough: he had to work very hard 
to keep up in school, and in the sum
mer needed to take supplemental 
education classes. One year after a 
summer of hard work his parents 
asked him what he'd like to do as a 
reward, and he chose to take a 
ceramics class. It was an instant 
match. He said, "It intuitively felt 

right. It made sense to me. The 
teacher thought I'd done it before!" 

Black became an apprentice 
before he started high school, 
ammged his schedule at Amher-st 
Regional High School so that he 
could take a lot of ceramics classes, 
and then attended Alfred Univer-sity 
- the Haivai·d of ceramics programs. 
Now he is thinking of pm-suing an 
MFA at UMass-Amher-st. To learn 
more about his classes and his work 
go to www.tl1enewgreengates.com. 

Noah Rockland is twenty-one 
yeai·s old and has known that he 
wai1ted to work with glass since he 
was 16. His studio, which is just 
minutes from Montague Center, is 
set up for students with a long table 
and individualized work stations, 
each with its own torch, safety glass
es and tools. 

Rockland specializes in flame 
work. He works at a table with a 
torch and a set of tools that he uses 
to create shapes from tl1e molten 
glass. He does not insert a long 
metal rod with a lump of molten 
glass into ai1 open furnace, as some 
glassblowers do. The whole scale of 

Love!J Perfume Bottles 

flaine work is different. His pieces full listing on his website, 
are inti·icate and delicate. The stop- www.rocklandglassworks.com. 
per on a perfume bottle featmes a Like Black, Rockland creates 
bird, lizard or frog. Cabinet door- production pieces for these venues, 
knobs look like hard candy in and he looks forwai·d to a time when 
swirled colors. His glass pendants he can afford to make exti-avagant 
ai·e as lovely as gems. pieces of art, but for now he has to 

Rockland's work echoes the earth make a living and he's delighted that 
tones and patterns of nature, and a large part of that can come from 
though he has ti·aveled and appren- teaching. "I hope tl1at a large part of 
ticed with master artists, the land- my income always comes from 
scape of home called him back when teaching," he said. "It is thrilling to 
he decided to establish his studio. shai·e my passion with others, and to 
Rockland's work is available in local see people realize the ere- II~ 
galleries and at craft fairs. There's a ativity that is theirs." 11!!1 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD MERING 

Land Trust Moves Forward 
On Cronquist Property 

NOTES FROM THE Gill MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE MERING 

G-M Budget Process Continues 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Mount Grace Land Tmst's 
Paul Daniello, who had turned 
around and driven home on 
Jan. 30 rather than hying to 
find his way to the Wendell 
town offices through that 
night's fog, was waiting in the 
selectboard office on Feb. 13 
as board members came in, 
either from home or from the 
financial managers' meeting 
down the hall. 

Wearing a highly visible 
bright orange shilt (in case of 
more fog), Daniello did not 
protest having to wait until his 
7:30 pm. posted speaking 
time, which was necessary to 
meet requirements of the open 
meeting law. Even at 7:30 no 
one came into the room to hear 
his business with the select
board. 

His business was to have 
papers signed by the Wendell 
selectboard that will move for
ward a conservation res1I1ction 
(CR) on the Aithur Cronquist 
property, 66.7 landlocked 
acres near Cold Brook Road, 
on the west side of town. The 
fonner Meta comet 
Monadnock u·ail, now part of 
the New England National 
Scenic Trail system, mns 
through the prope1ty. 

The same papers will then 
need a signature from the state 
Executive Office of Energy 
and Enviromnental Affairs, 
and then Wendell will receive 
money to pass on to the Mount 
Grace Land Tmst. Once the 
CR is in effect, Wendell will 
be responsible for achninister
ing its temis, which will mean 
someone will have to make an 
annual walk around the prop
erty and make sure no one is 
building a house there. 

Kathleen Leonard opened 
the meeting by rese1ving the 
town hall on March 2 at 6 pm. 
for a "cabin fever get togeth
er," a potluck event to benefit 
Good Neighbors. 

Paul Richmond, as a mem
ber of the Full Moon 
Coffeehouse committee, came 
in with a request to make some 
small changes that will help 
the coffeehouse accommodate 
the preliminary work being 
done to the town hall to allow 
for improvements to the town 
hall kitchen. The aim of those 
improvements is to allow the 

kitchen to be used to prepare 
food for the public. 

At the coffeehouse now, the 
sound engineer sits at a table 
that sits on a larger table in the 
back of the room. The sound 
engineer needs that elevation 
to see the stage over the audi
ence. Currently, the larger 
table is moved into place for 
each coffeehouse. The com
mittee would like to leave that 
large table in place, build 
doors around its pe11tneter, and 
store paper goods underneath. 
Those paper goods are now 
stored in the room by the front 
door that Good Neighbors is 
taking for storage. 

The committee also wants 
to cut a small hole at floor 
level to allow elec1I1c service 
to reach the sound board with
out clutte11ng the doo1way. 
Richmond assured board 
members that the hole could 
be patched over easily if it 
proved to be a problem. 

Board members had no 
obvious objection to the 
changes, and selectboard chair 
Christine Heard said they 
should IIy it for two months 
and come back if any prob
lems ru-ise. 

Richru·d Clough is resign
ing from the highway c01mnis
sion but he has not turned in 
his official resignation letter. 
Lisa Wmter resigned from the 
zoning board of appeals 
(ZBA), leaving Jellll Gross 
and Pam Richardson, who is 
out of town for the winter; 
alternates ru·e Ted Lewis and 
Patty Scutrui The highway 
COlllilliSSI0ll meets two 
Tuesdays a month, and the 
ZBA meets on demand. 

Town clerk Gretchen Smith 
sent the selectboard a schedule 
of elections that ·will take place 
in Wendell this sp11ng. On 
Tuesday, Ap1u 30, the state 
primruy will be held to choose 
candidates to nm against each 
other to fill the Senate seat that 
John Kerry left. The last day to 
register to vote is April 10. The 
allllual town election is May 6, 
with the last day to register 
beingApril 16. June 3 will ten
tatively be the allllual town 
meeting, with the last day to 
register being May 14. AIId the 
final election to fill Kerry's 
seat will be Jlme 25, with a 
Jlme 5 deadline for voter reg
isliy. (The deadline to obtain 

an absentee voter application 
is at noon, one day before the 
election.) 

Smith suggested combining 
the primruy and the town elec
tion, but rules say that would 
require two sets of poll work
ers and two ballot boxes, and 
so combining the two voting 
days would save no money. 

No1nination papers for the 
town election ru·e available at 
the town clerk's office and \\ill 
remain available until Mru·ch 
14. The last day to submit 
signed nomination papers is 
Monday, March 18. Three
year town positions to be 
voted on ru·e: one selectboru·d, 
one board of assessors, one 
boru·d of health, one cemete1y 
commissioner, one road com
missioner, one town constable, 
one school committee posi
tion, two library IIustee posi
tions, and one planning boru·d 
position to fill a vacancy. 

The planning board also 
has a 5-yeru· position, and the 
school c01mnittee has a one
yeru· position. The u·ee wru·den 
election is for one yeru·. The 
various incumbents tunning 
have not yet all filed their 
nomination papers. 

Several boru·ds have asked 
for clerical help, and the 
selectboru·d is conside11ng how 
to create that position so it will 
be usefol, and also attractive to 
a potential clerk. A problem is 
that the hours would be iITegu
lar, maybe one hour one week 
and 20 hours another week, 
and some of the scheduling 
may be 11gid, following the 
meeting times of the vrufous 
boru·ds. 

Two clauses in the town's 
contra.ct with Seaboru·d Solru· 
seem to conu-adict each other. 
One would allow the town to 
cancel the conn-act if Seaboru·d 
does not have its photovoltaic 
panels on line by June. The 
other has Seaboru·d paying the 
town $50,000 a yeru· struting in 
Jlme no matter how far the 
installations have progressed. 
Board members thought the 
latter clause works better for 
Wendell. 

Dan Keller agreed to wi1te 
a letter of recormnendation for 
Tom Chaisson, who has done 
many constmction jobs in 
town and has fmished the 
work well and on time. 

By ELLEN 
BLANCHETTE 

In his report to the school 
committee on Tuesday, Feb. 
12, Interim Superintendent 
Mark Prince said his goal is 
"building a budget for a 21st 
centmy education for our stu
dents, within our means." 

Prit1ce said the principals 
ru·e preparing their building 
level budgets and meeting 
with staff and school colllinu
nity council members to 
detennine what is needed to 
ensure those educational 
needs are in line with the 
requirements of the accelerat
ed improvement plan as 
required by the Department 
of Elementary and Secondruy 
Education and the mission of 
the dis1I1ct. At the same time 
the central office adrninistra
tive team is also preparing 
their budget requests. 

Prit1ce will meet with all 
parties to review their prelim
inary budgets and make 
adjustments as appropriate. 
He emphasized that this will 
take time, require multiple 
meetit1gs, and that it is a. col
laborative process to "devel
op a budget that meets the 
educational and fiscal p11ori
ties of the district." He 
assured the school committee 
that when the process is com
plete, the community could 
be sure the budget presented 
will be based on the educa
tional needs and priorities of 
the disu·ict. 

Earlier it1 the evening, the 
school dist11ct offered a pub
lic hearing on the budget. 
Prince presented a brief 
overview of the budget 
process and all the various 
components of income and 
expenditures with cha1ts and 
graphs to break down the 
infonnation in an easily 
llllderstanda.ble way. 

Members of the Gill and 
Montague select boards and 
finance committees attended 
and asked questions that 
reflected concern that the 
budget process was not 
including the towns. Prince 
replied that this meeting was 
the way in which the towns 
were being included. Claire 
Chang of the Gill finance 
cormnittee said she had not 
been infonned of the meeting 
until the day before. John 
Ward of the Gill selectboard 

said he had also not known 
a.bout the meeting until 
Monday and said several of 
the elected officials could not 
attend due to the short notice. 

John Hanold, chair of the 
Montague fmance commit
tee, said the school dist11ct 
process seemed to be based 
on a search for more revenue, 
rather than lookit1g for ways 
to b11ng down spending and 
developing a. budget based on 
affordable town assessments. 
He said Montague is about 
$270,000 sho1t for the cur
rent assessment in the prelim
ina1y budget. 

Montague town member, 
Jeff Singleton, said he felt 
there should be some so1t of 
equity in budget plalllling, 
considering what the towns 
cru1 afford in the same way 
they look at state aid, "as it is 
what it is." 

The prelimina1y budget 
for FY14, with numbers pre
sented at the Jan. 22 school 
committee meeting, is 
$17,292,956, up from last 
year's budget of 
$16,567,640. This is subject 
to revision downward before 
it goes to town meeting in 
May. Budget increases are 
based on real numbers in util
ities and salaries but are esti
mates in other areas not fully 
exrunined as yet. They reflect 
more recent infonnation from 
the state but that is also sub
ject to change. As always, 
this is a "snapshot in tune." 

P11nce it1t1·oduced Edward 
Wilkins who is the new 
Facilities and Energy 
Manager for the school dis
ti·ict. Wilkins began working 
for the distt1ct on Dec. 3, 
2012. He is the fo1mer main
tenance director from 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School Disu·ict. He 
has a degree in HVAC 
Systems management and 
has been a school custodian 
and school system mainte
nance manager for over 
twenty years. 

Speaking to the school 
committee, WilklllS said how 
glad he was to meet eve1y
one. He offered a brief 
assessment of what he has 
fOlmd, and said the buildings 
have been well maintained. 
Regarding snow removal, he 
said the custodians had put in 
20 hours over the weekend so 
that the schools could open 

on Monday. Joyce Phillips, 
school colllinittee chafr, said, 
"They're a. teffific team." 

Pa.tt·icia Gardner, principal 
of Turners Falls High School, 
offered a. presentation of the 
highlights of the school and 
then sat down with the com
mittee to review a draft of the 
new Program of Study for the 
high school. Some additions 
to course offerings will 
include classes in ch·afting 
using the CAD program, web 
page design and creative 
writing. 

In working closely with 
Special Education Director 
Walter Solzak, Gardner said 
they have developed materi
als in such a way as to be sen
sitive to the needs and feel
ings of students while mak
ing sure those students can 
see that the high school is 
offering a vru1ety of wonder
ful progralllining with some 
ve1y carit1g teachers. A list of 
athletic and extra cun1cular 
programs is included in the 
Index. 

Gardner said, "We really 
are an academic high 
school," and went on to talk 
about students who excel m 
sports and academics and 
then find the time to partici
pate in the high school musi
cal as well. The school com
mittee approved the direction 
of the materials, with some 
detailed edits and correc
tions. The committee then 
moved on to a discussion of 
the supe11ntendent's evalua
tion process, of setting meet
it1g dates and reviewed the 
school calendar for next year. 

The next regulru· school 
c01mnittee meeting will be 
held on Feb. 26 at Tm11ers 
Falls High School at 7 p.m. 

Poets 
Wanted! 

to submit original 
poems. Please email: 
poetry@montague 

reporter.org for consider
ation in the monthly 

Poetry Page. 
Include 25-word bio. 

Poems may also be 
posted to Montague 
Reporter, 58 4th Street, 

Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience 

necessary, as a poet. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)- '11 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' 
Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

; 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado S1Iburban Tahoe ~ulnox Traverse Vans 

RON SICARD 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax (413) 774-5746 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ ~Q\~Of 
Easy in-to"vn location -ntrrlS'( -~ -........__f 
Secure 24-hour access ptl\tlS 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

•Ht11■ PICKLES I 
Natwra ll~ Fermented & Raw 

We're going co-op! 
Read all about it at: 

www.realpickles.com 

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

~~ old·fashloned personal service If,,.., ®I "•••mm,,.K<>oao,, 

MNNli}~J~ 17 YU.JU' OF MAKI.MG COPUI 
~ '(J,J~ AND ITIJ.L THE OIUGI.MAL! 

w.,~,,,~-

rintin9 moil 
\Of offset p ie5 ted tr/ e- . 

.full co ,,ersite coP f·\es occeP . ol ,opiel 
•O• • I .di91t 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

egus ay orl nc. 
Monuments ¥-11!!/!!JVC 

J--~~ ~.,~ 
People often come lo see us ff; -~ 
because their parents ii We engrave ~ 
and their grandparents did. r ,., _. 'lij'' 
We're proud to hove l tJlCmot'leS 
that kind of loyalty, that last forever I 
ond we work hard to keep it. 

- Gory and Nancy Melen MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 MUI Street, Greenfield, MA 

wnte perfect remembrance· 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

make the web work ror your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLJ\N & [lc)l:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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WATER from page 1 now goes through mechanical, pri
member team and credits their for- mary, secondary and chemical 

processes before it returns to the 
ward thinking with the changes at river. 
the WPCF; while the team credits Incoming sewage (influent) first 
Trombley with listening to their runs into a mechanical device 
ideas and valuing their input. known as a bar screen that pre
Together they work to improve vents Iru·ge debris from entering 
processes. The profession of the the plant where it could hann 
WPCF operator is not particularly valves, pumps and other equip
glamorous on the surface - people ment. Debris might include toys, 
often tum up their noses at the bricks, rags, plastic bottles, tree 
mention of sewage treatment as limbs and more. The next stop is 
the work can be dirty and repeti- an aerated grit chamber that 
tive. 

A look behind-the-scenes tells a removes large particles such as 
sand, gravel, wood chips, metal, 

different sto1y. These guys are the eggshells, bones and other objects 
unsung heroes of the green move- that won't decompose and also 
ment, and their jobs are multi- lnight damage equipment. Both of 
faceted: pa1t lab technician, part these pieces of equipment were 
mechanic, part scientist, part added during the 1982 upgrade of laborer, part brain-stormer and 

the Montague WPCF, and an addimore. Their lnission says it all: To 
tional heavy-duty automated bar 

protect the health of the public and screen was added in 20 l l. protect the environment by produc-
Influent next enters the prima1y 

ing from sanitary and industrial treatment tanks _ a series of four 
sewage a clean effluent which 

huge rectangular concrete vaults 
flows to the Connecticut River. To 

where heavy solids settle to the 
do so safely, efficiently and cost bottom and light weight pollutants 
effectively. The Montague WPCF float on the surface. The tanks use 
takes its job seriously. rectangular clarifiers to remove the 

Montague WPCF typically han- pollutants from the tank. These 
dles close to one lnillion gallons of clarifiers contain a series of con
effluent daily - a combination of tinuously moving parallel chains 
residential and industrial wastes, 
with the bulk of industrial wastes with flights that scrape the settled 

solids into hoppers on the bottom 
ongmating from Southworth of the tanks and push the floating 
Paper, LightLife Foods, and materials into a scum removal 
Australis Aquaculture. device. 

If you drive by the The acti-
treatment facility, one The facility up1·ating 
of the most visible fea- also affects personnel, vated sludge 

secondary 
tures is a pair of large since a fully certified treatment 
hirquoise tubes - at operator 1nust hold a system was 
least one of which is 

license no more than I added in 
slowly rotating at all 19 82 in 
times. These Siemens grade below the facility 
screw pumps are lift- to be allowed to wo1·k response to 

changes in 
ing the wastewater unsupervised or act as the Federal 
uphill to the aeration hift 
tanks. From the aera- s • supervisor. Clean Water 

ti.on tanks the waste- ------------ Act. The 

water moves to seconda1y tanks 
where the biological work of 
organic digestion takes place. In 
simplistic te1ms, the work of the 
secondary tanks is to separate the 
sludge from the clean water ( efflu
ent), which exits to the 
Connecticut River. 

Like many early systems, 
Montague used only prima1y treat
ment tanks when it was built in 
1962: heavier solids sank to the 
bottom of the tanks to be pumped 
out, and lighter wastes were 
skimmed off. Back then, approxi
mately 40 percent of pollutants 
were removed as sludge before the 
water was released to the 
Connecticut River. Today, 96 per
cent or more of pollutants are 
removed as our facility has 
increased in complexity - waste 

first of the self-directed changes 
were initiated in 2008, when the 
facility began the move to an 
extended aeration process and 
began to address the issues of 
combined sewer overflows into the 
Connecticut River during heavy 
rains. 

According to Trombley, the 
staff, led by senior operator John 
Little, believed that better process 
control would dramatically 
improve performance by reducing 
the amount of sludge shipped out 
of the facility. To do this, flow 
rates were slowed and more 
potmds of waste were kept in the 
secondary treatment system for 
longer periods of time. The dura
tion increased from 5 to 7 days to 
15 to 21 days, and the volume of 
solids in the system increased from 
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The Teenage Perspective on Downtown Turners 
By FAITH KAEMMERLEN 

The Rise Up class at Turners 
Falls High School met with the 
Downtown Livability Planners 
Walter Ramsey and Kate Tooke on 
Feb. 5 to give the teenage perspec
tive on what makes downtown 
Turners Falls a place where teens 
want to live, work and hang out. 

They discussed what's hot and 
what's not in Turners, and brain
stonned ideas for how to revitalize 
the downtown area and make it 
both a destination and a place 
where people want to grow up and 
continue living. The students 
enjoyed being taken seriously by 
adults and knowing their opinions 
would be shared at the larger plan
ning meeting. 

Some ideas that emerged were 
outdoor areas that offered oppor
hlllity for safe recreation for a 
variety of ages, a fitness center or 
gym that could serve the commu
nity for a reasonable rate, more 
shops that cater to youth interests 
and style, and an entertainment 
hotspot where youth can safely 

about 5,000 potmds to anywhere 
from 35,000 to 55,000 pounds. 

This extended aeration process 
allows increased consumption of 
solids by naturally occurring 
microorganisms, and a resulting 
reduction of waste sludge. This 
reduction has saved the town 
approximately $80,000 annually in 
sludge shipping costs. In addition, 
as the process improvements 
evolved, the facility began to 
accept septage for a fee from local 
haulers and sludge from the Town 
of Greenfield. Montague gains the 
fees and the haulers save trans
portation costs by disposing local
ly. It's a win-win. 

The Montague operators have 
developed a complex system of 
alternating use of the aeration 
tanks and cycling the sludge 
through secondary and aeration 
processes multiple times, ultimate
ly sending the waste sludge for 
disposal and releasing the clear 
effluent water to the river. 
Included in the recent upgrades 
was the installation of valve ach1a
tors used to automate the routing 
and re-routing of the sludge by 
tying the operation of the valves to 
the new SCADA system 
(Superviso1y Control and Data 
Acquisition). This computerized 
system enables remote monitoring 
and control changes. In time, the 
WPCF hopes to have their systems 
fully tied to the SCADA system. 

During the wann months, the 
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L-R· planner Kate Tooke with IFHS students Brianna Young, Seth Reipold, 
Jovanna McKelvry, and Giordan Noetzel 

hangout with their friends, listen elsewhere in the future. 
to music and get a bite to eat. Meanwhile, they would like more 

These 15-18 year olds stores in the downtown area so 
expressed concern that there are they can get part time jobs before 
no real jobs in Turners, and wony graduating high school. 
that they will have to look to live 

water passes tluough the chlorine 
contact tanks. The process changes 
have not only reduced final sludge 
volume but also reduced power 
consumption and halved chlorine 
usage. Another side benefit is the 
reduction of nitrogen, ammonia 
and phosphorus content in the 
eflluent. 

Little and Trombley believe it 
won't be long before the EPA 
establishes limits on these pollu
tants in eflluent. It is hoped that 
continued experimentation will 
lead to a process with more pre
dictable levels of nitrogen and 
phosphoms, possibly eliminating 
the need for more costly equip
ment when EPA levels are estab
lished. When that happens, 
Montague's WPCF will be ahead 
of the curve. 

The sludge, meanwhile, travels 
to a gravity thickener and finally to 
the newest piece of equipment in 
the facility - the bright blue 
Fournier Press that presses addi
tional water out of the sludge, 
leaving a lighter-weight end prod
uct with a "cakelike" consistency 
that has been used in capping land
fills and compost facilities. The 
press has generated another 
$80,000 annually in savings and 
the team has done some on-site 
experimentation with composting 
of the cake, with a dream of even
h1ally handling the waste locally. 
Another dream is to build a small 
biodiesel facility to produce fuel 

for to-wn trucks. 
The Combined Sewer Overflow 

Project construction began in 2008 
ru1d hll'ned into a $6.7M multi
phase project that was ftmded in 
large part by grants. Throughout 
the project, the Montague WPCF 
kept the facility nmning smoothly 
while working closely with the 
construction team. 

The challenging topography of 
the town means that eight pumping 
stations are required to bring the 
eflluent to be treated. There were 
several physical changes to the 
system to better manage the flow 
of storm water and sewage - the 
result is that during wet weather, a 
great deal more water is being 
routed to the plant, and less is dis
charged to the river tmtreated. A 
wet-weather chlorinated bypass 
system was added in 2009 to disin
fect stonnwater surges if needed. 

Witnessing the obvious satis
faction taken by the employees 
when visiting the Montague 
WPCF, it is not surprising they 
were awarded an "EPA Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Excellence Award" in 2011. The 
staff was also invited to present 
Montague Process: Plant 
Modifications Remove Nitrogen 
While Reducing O&M Expenses at 
the 85th Annual Water 
Environment Federation Technical 
Exhibition and Conference, held 
last September in New Orleans. 

II 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield 
Co..operativ 

Bank 
f' Great financial Partner 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ftiRECISION 
~~.1 '· REPAiRS 

MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 

MEMBERfOIC 
MEMBERSIF 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Gill,MA 01354 Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 

11 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
-- Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

-...., Struts• Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

~ 
HOUSE PAINTING 

i~\r:..i:. 978-544-6534 l.\'.,~t•ll 

~.-.~-~--~-~-~-~ 
IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

KUSTOM AUTOBODY 
MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

f!RSATIVS NAIRf!UTTING 
PSRMC a. f!OlOU 

Me1t, Wome1t a. l!,-11,1,,..,. 

i .. .f,l.syj'N$S ~ C~%-¾ 
Gift f!etfifieates Available 

B6S•2022 
Ma.-le f!astlne 74 PROePSC!T eT. 
Rlehatcl DIGeot'ge (Thursdays) TURN~M FAlU 

i,, T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

SpndrJiilng in all IUpf..ltfs of Lawn and~ MnintMJtJntt.'. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Residential & Comlllffdal • luUv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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TED Conference to Screen at GCC 
Live and Free 

GREENFIELD - Can't man
age to get tickets to the always
sold-out, $7,500/seat flagship 
TED conference in Long Beach, 
CA? Heard about how innovative 
thinkers from Western Mass. had a 
blast networking and listening to 
each other speak on a variety of 
interesting and controversial top
ics at the premier 
TEDxShelbumeFalls event on 
Nov. 3, 2012? 

This Wednesday, Feb. 27, 
TEDxShelbumeFalls will host a 
free "TEDxLive" event at 
Greenfield Community College, 
simulcasting one day of this year's 
four-day flagship conference from 
California on a big screen in the 
college's Sloan Theater. 

TED, which has been nmning 
conferences for 26 years now, is a 
nonprofit organization devoted to 
"Ideas Worth Spreading." 

This year's conference theme is 
"The Young. The Wise. The 
Undiscovered," and Wednesday, 
Day 3, will comprise of four 105-
minute sessions spread throughout 
the day, from 11:15 am. to 9:45 
p.m. in our time zone. 

The first session, Disrupt!, mns 
from 11 :30 a.m. to 1: 15 p.m. and 
includes musician and blogger 
Amanda Palmer, legal activist 
Lany Lessig, and five others. 

The second, Dream!, from 2 to 
3:45 p.m., includes futurist 
Stewart Brand, nuclear scientist 
Taylor Wilson and five more. 

The third, Create!, from 5:15 to 
7 p.m., includes graphic artist 
Martin Villineuve and designer Yu 
"Jordy" Fu. 

And the final session, Sustain!, 
includes, among others, sustain
ability strategist Leyla Acaroglu 
and Afro-Cuban alchemists the 
Pedrito Martinez Group. It mns 
from 8 to 9:45 p.m. 

There will be an after-party and 
discussion at the 99 Restaurant on 
Cokain Road. 

Buckland-based Stacy 
Kontrabecki, curator and organiz
er of TEDxShelburneFalls, 
explained "I wanted to give local 
Tedsters a peek at the live TED 
conference and experience the 
speakers months, even yea1·s 
before the videos of their talks hit 
the TED.com digital archive. By 
doing so, we can begin discussing 
and testing/practicing their ideas 

immediately in order to hasten the 
change we want to see in our 
world." 

Kontrabecki herself will be 
attending the TEDActive2013 
simulcast in Palm Springs for the 
entirety of the week, so the local 
TEDxShelburneFalls and 
Greenfield Community College 
community will be coordinating 
and staffing the event on Feb. 27. 

Leo Hwang, Dean of 
Humanities at the college, as well 
as educators across the faculty and 
staff, are excited to participate in 
this partnership. "TED talks have 
become an inspiring resource for 
educators, academics, intellectu
als, artists, and people curious 
about their world. 

"Hosting the simulcast at a 
community college is a wonderful 
opportlmity to expose stl1dents to a 
diverse range of contemporary 
artists, musicians, scientists, and 
creative professionals. Giving stu
dents access to new ways of think
ing, new ways of creating, new 
ways of being, empower them to 
imagine different possibilities, dif
ferent professions, and inspire 
them to move through their own 
worlds differently, and that, is cen
tral to the mission of Greenfield 
Community College," notes 
Hwang. 

TEDxShelburneFalls can be 
followed on Twitter at 
#TEDxShelburneFalls. 

ANNUAL POET'S 

SEAT POETRY 

CONTEST 
Calling all Franklin 

County Poets! 
The Annual Poet's Seat Poetry 

Contest is now accepting entries! 
Sponsored by the Friends of the 
Greenfield Public Libra1y, the 
contest is open to residents of 
Franklin County. Submit up to 3 
poems; postmarked by March 11. 
Adult and youth category (ages 
12-14 and 15-18), and prizes! 
Details available at the library 
and at: www.greenfieldpublicli
bra1y.org. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE WENDEll POUCE LOG 

Change, & a GPS, Stolen From Cars 
Wednesday, 1/16 
I I :56 p.m. Domestic prob
lem at Lockes Village Road 
residence. Resolved with-
out incident. 
Sunday, 1/20 
5:Il a.m. Breaking and 
entering at Deja Brew Pub: 
4 packs of cigarettes taken, 
window broken. 
8:30 a.m. to 4:50 p.m. Six 
unlocked vehicles on 
Lockes Village Road and 
Locke Hill Road entered 
and change taken. 
Wednesday, 1/23 

I 0:30 a.m. Resident on 
Farley Road reported her 
rental car entered on 
Sunday, l/2JJ and a GPS 
taken. 
Thursday, I/31 
10:52 p.m. Lockes Village 
Road resident reported 
problems with ex-girl
friend. Advised to go to 
Court in morning and seek 
a restraining order. 
Monday,2/4 
8:24 p.m. Locke Hill Road 
resident reported hearing 
gunshots nearby. Police 

unable to locate responsi
ble party. 
Wednesday, 2/6 
3:30 p.m. Arrested Lockes 
Village Road resident for 
violation of restraining 
order. Transported to 
Franklin County Jail for 
court appearance the fol
lowing day. 
Wednaday, 2/13 
5:35 p.m. Former town res
ident reported possible 
child molestation. Turned 
over to District Attorney's 
Office for investigation. 
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GREAT FALLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
2nd QUARTER HONOR ROLLS 

GRADE 6 

First Honors 
Samantha Bocon 
Lindsey Bourbeau 
Ryan Campbell 
Reilan Castine 
Kyle Dodge 
Rebecca HaITell 
Jenna Jacobsen 
Anna Kochan 
Mireya Ortiz 
John Putala 
Hnnter Sanders 
Keltyn Socquet 
Sarah Waldron 
Amelia Worden 
Cassidhe Wozniak 

Second Honors 
Madison Adams 
Dominic Crume 
Reagan Fiske 
Ryan Kucenski 
Jacob LaBelle 
Alexis Lacey 
Danielle Lively 
Julia Massey 
Holly Tetreault 
Will Twn 
Hannah Welles 

Third Honors 
Timothy Fritz 
Logru1 Kordana 
Bianca Mrutin 
Edison Ovalle-Ba1tolon 
Shawn Rivru·d 
Kallie Ryan 
Brandon Swenor 

GRADE 7 

First Honors 
Daniel Adams 
Malik Baker-Gore 
Hannah Bogusz 

from BOOK page 1 
bit about the new pages. 

Allan has worked as a librarian 
for over 30 years and enjoys ait 
projects for relaxation, meditation 
and fun. She fotmd that art has 
moved closer to the top of her pri
ority list with a defined project in 
which she will be showing and 
sharing the a1t with other book 
group members. In addition to cre
ating a page each month, Allan sent 
out reminders of approaching 
deadlines, coordinated meeting 
places for book swaps and acted as 
the book drop-off zone. 

The evolution of the book group 
was a bit like a web, as Allan 
approached fellow musicians 
Annie Chappell and Susan Farber; 
then co-librarian Kim Sprankle, 
who invited friend and lampwork 
glass a1tist Ericka Almeida; then 
artist Nina Rossi, who invited artist 
and teacher Karen Gaudette; then 
friend and math teacher Sally Reid, 
who invited friend and writer Amy 
Gordon; then neighbors JenAudley 
and Anne Harding and 
bartender/radio host Lorraine 
Algonzer, who all happened to be 
at the Twin Peaks night at the 
Rendezvous. 

Algonzer had not previously 
considered herself an artist, and 
had never done anything like the 
book project. She loved tapping 
into a creativity she didn't know 
she possessed and meeting so 

Amanda Cooke 
Alora Deforge 
Sienna Dillensneider 
Kasia Dobosz 
Chloe Ellis 
Hannah Graves 
Maya Hancock-Pezzati 
Samantha Kolodziej 
Carlie Kretchmar 
Kyle Kucenski 
Snejana Lashtur 
Simon Lorenzo 
Abigail Loynd 
Aliyah Sanders 
Kaeden Socquet 
Madison St. Marie 
Jeremy Towle 

Second Honors 
Korey Bousquet 
Madison Chmyzinski 
Kaylee Jackson 
D' ahnee Smith 
David Tricolici 
John Wheeler 

Third Honors 
Lynn Arsenault 
Jacob Desbiens 
Adrianna DiMaio 
Sahaley DuPree 
Peyton Eme1y 
Kylie Fleming 
Kwtis Kuenzel 
Zacha1y Lastowski 
Kayli Messinger 
Hadyn Patenaude 

GRADE 8 

First Honors 
Gabrielle Arzuaga 
Tionne Brown 
Tahner Castine 
Nicholas Croteau 
Savam1ah Donahue 
Jordyn Fiske 

many new people. Getting to know 
the other artists, learning about 
their lives and the stories behind 
their contributions was terrific, she 
said. The project was "nothing like 
I expected, and way more than I 
expected." 

Sally Reid, who travels between 
Greenfield and Wellesley, loved 
having a prompt for writing and a1t 
in a fun, low-stakes event, though 
she confesses having the books on 
display feels like the stakes have 
been somewhat raised. Reid invit
ed friend Amy Gordon who shared 
her love of old photographs with 
the group with her "Portraits" 
theme. 

For the Portraits theme, partici
pants were tasked to choose a vin
tage photo and create a sto1y, letter, 
or article about it. The responses 
were as varied as the group, with 
many blending fact and fiction, and 
others hunting for clues about the 
identity of the subjects and finding 
out their story. Gordon fotmd the 
project pulled on her in ways she 
hadn't expected. "It was an invita
tion to reveal parts of yourself to 
strangers who became friends over 
time." 

Annie Chappell has a fascina
tion with maps and their many 
incarnations. She loved the book 
project - both receiving the proj
ects each month and following her 
own book as fellow a1tists added 
their maps to her book. 

Kaili Lynch 
Ian Moriarty 
Nicholas Morin 
Owen Ortiz 
Haleigh Paulin 
Will Roberge 
Patrick Salls 
Amanda Savinski 
Yanira Smith 
Kate Sprankle 
Ko1tney Thurber 
Riley Wood 
Jordan Wyman 

Second Honors 
Richard Craver 
Jemma Dickson 
William Doyle 
Stone Dresser 
Cassandra Han-is 
Melissa Hersey 
Tess Hunter 
Madelyn Johnson 
B1ynKmzlic 
Michelle Leh 
Frederick Smith 
Mark Waite 

Third Honors 
Timothy Black 
Daniel Cloutier 
Nolan Courtemanche 
Madison Cwrier 
Christion Diaz 
Jenna Hackett 
Ryan Howard 
Calley Hube1t 
Claire Johnson 
Dylru1 Mailloux 
Alison McKenna 
Robe1t Rinaldi 
Veronika Srulkova 
Hailey Trott 
Brianna Wilder 
Alysha Wozniak 

Susan Farber sta1ted making 
collages in the '80s with house
mates in Syracuse. It was free fun 
for poor stl1dents. "What I love 
about this project is that it's easy to 
replicate among friends, cousins, 
students, neighbors, or anyone 
with whom you'd like to build con
nections. And it's free and fun!" 
Farber used the new book's theme 
at the stait of each month as a focus 
for morning journal writing. Like 
many of the group, she sometimes 
felt stl1ck wondering what to say 
about shoes, or bricks, or water. .. 
Other themes came easier. She 
found her a1t and writing became 
looser, weirder and more playful as 
the months and pages passed. 

Come and meet these and other 
aitists of the Book Rotation Project 
at LOOT, at 62 Avenue A in 
Turners Falls, and take the oppor
tunity to pa1ticipate in "Where I 
Live - A Community Alt Project 
for Turners Falls, Neighboring 
Towns, and Anywhere in the 
World." 

Create a postcard: draw, write, 
color, sew, collage, photograph, 
anything goes. Show us whatever 
you imagine when you think about 
"Where I Live." Schools and other 
groups are very welcome to pa1tic
ipate. Retl1rn completed postcards 
to Nina's Nook or LOOT in down
town Turners Falls or mail to: 
LOOT, 62 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 t 

Steven Therien 
413-522~1)35 

www.tntJ>rodj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

"We Know Entertafnmentw 

* tree Ccm.fU/1"1i<!1' 
'"State ofl/1~,.Jrf Sound 
• /le,\1 M11sit fi1r all ,d.ges/Occ11.fi11n., 
• Karaoli'e System R1mta/ 
• ReaM11able Rates 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

eptic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 4-13 .863 .44,6Q 

Help Wanted 
Sales Representatives for the 

Montague Reporter 
We are a non-profit, weekly print newspaper. 

We run ads for businesses throughout 
Franklin County. 

Commission-based pay. 
Interested parties should contact 

ads@montaguereporter.org or (413) 863-8666 
for more Information. 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

NWe give you a place to gon 

l 84 Jacksonville Road 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Sugarhouse, funk/rock. Open 

~ stage benefit, so bring instru
! ments; admission is free, but 
3 donations of food or cash for the 
~ Food Banks of Greenfield and 
g Brattleboro are encouraged. 1 
0 

~ ----~ p.m. 
-~ Brick House, Turners Falls: 

ALL THE TIME: EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY Andre Vi/loch, singer-songwriter. 
Substance free, all ages venue. 2 

EVERY SUNDAY Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: p.m. 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. ART SHOWS: 

EVERY TUESDAY Great Falls Discovery Center, open 

The Millers Falls Library Club: Free 
after school program. 3:30 to 4:45 
p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Free Texas Hold 'em Poker tourna
ment, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library: Children and their 
families are invited to come enjoy 
stories, crafts, music, activities and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 
p.m to midnight. Free. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 2 through 
MARCH 31 
Nina's Nook, Avenue A, 
Turners Falls: 
Sensual> Sexual>Smut. 
Erotic art by local artists. 
Open 4 to 9 p.m. on 
Thuradai Feb. 14 fur 
Valentine's Day! 

LOCAL EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 
21 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library: Music 

Tommy Filiault & Friends, 
and acoustic rock, 8 to 10 p.m. 

Movement with Tom Carroll and Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Laurie Davidson. Children and their Half Shaved Jazz. 8 p.m., 
caregivers are invited. 10 to 11 a.m. 
Free. 

free. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

Sloan Theater, Main 

to 3 p.m. $ 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 
Players. 3 p.m. $ 

Flamingo. 9:30 p.m., $ 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Ultimatum, classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 
Players. 3 p.m. $ 

Bowker Auditorium, UMass, 
Amherat: Film screening, Keeping 
Score, Revolutions in Music: 
Stravinsky's Rite of Spring. 5 p.m. 
Free. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Dead of Winter Film Series, 
Big Deal on Madonna Street (1958, 
dir. Mario Monicelli). 7 p.m., free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Oscars on the big screen. 
Red carpet starts at 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Harmaniac Brothers, multi
instrumentalists incorporating 
harmonica, 8 to 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Dada Dino's Open Mike. 8 
p.m., signup at 7:30 p.m. 
Free. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
27 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Play reading, The 
Beauty Queen of Leenane 
(Martin McDonagh). 6:30 
p.m., $ 

Second Congregational Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, and 
Schultzy from Curly Fingers Dupree 
Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. Free. 

Campus, GCC: Roots of 
Peace Speaker Series. 
Marian Kelner, animal rights 
advocate. 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
free and open to the public. 

Michigan-based singer-son!)Priter Andre Villoch will Church, Greenfield: Film 
appear in ba,ek-to-back area engagements, this Fridqy screening, Reclaiming 

night at Mocha Mqyai in Shelburne Falls, and Saturday Democracy. Presented by 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

afternoon at the Brick House in Turners Falls. Greening Greenfield and the 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Cafe 
Buenos Aires. Chamber ensemble 
plays Argentinean composers; 
Tango dancers. 6:30 p.m., $ 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Gumbo 
Diablo, latin, new orleans r&b, 
roots, rock and reggae. 9 to 11 :30 
p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Rock 201, classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Fundraiser to help send TF 
Football standout Ryan Wilder to a 
tournament in Australia. Call 863-
2882 for more info. 6 to 9:30 p.m. 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Old Town 
Hall, Wendell: Darlingside, rock, 
classical, folk; with Katie Sachs and 
the Bear Mountain Boys opening. 
Dessert available. 7:30 p.m., $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Uncle Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Hal's Crabgrass Band, funky-tonk. Torn Shorts, folk, rock, country, 
7 p.m., free. blues, 8 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 
Players. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Christa 
Joy, singer-songwriter. Full band 
show. 8 p.m., $ 

Traprock Center for Peace. 
Strategies for transferring power 
from corporations to communities. 
Refreshments to follow; discussion 
inevitable; donations welcomed. 
6:30 p.m. 

Leverett Library: Leverett resident 
Eva Gibavic presents a program on 
Ceremonial Stone Landscapes, 
featuring slides, a film screening, 
and discussion of the area around 
Great Falls and the Turners Falls 
Airport being designated a Tribal 
Historical District by the National 
Historical Register of Places in 
2008. 7 p.m., free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Simon 
White and Boo Pearson, acoustic 
reggae, 8 to 10:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
Andre Vi/loch, with special guest 
Matt Cranstoun, singer-songwrit
ers, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Wildcat O'Halloran Band, guitar
based blues, 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Zombie Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Blue 
Nurse, with John Kurtyka's Ump Pearl, blues/jazz, 8 to 10 p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 
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Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
lmetajuju, debut performance. 9 
p.m., free. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Lonesome Brothers, hick rock, 8 
p.m. Free. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Dan 
Kennedy, new age piano, with gui
tarist Manfred Melcher. 8 p.m., $ 

t~11J\ ri1i 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 y·d Street, Turners Falls 

l'een Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2 :30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

.For informari.on: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Draft 
Beer Fine Wine 

Thursdfty, 2/21 8 to 10 p.m. 
Tommy Filiault & .oiends,rock 

Fridfty, 2/22 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Gumbo Diablo, latitJreggae/etc 

Saturday, 2/23 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Wildcat O'Halloran Band, blues 

Stmdfty, 2/24 8 to 10 p.m. 
Harmaniac Bros, instrwnental 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Nert to the Wendell Cow,tzy Store 

www.DcjoBrewPub.com 

THURS ZIZ 1 8pm FREE 
Half Shaved Jazz 

FRI Z/22 7PM FREE 
Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band 

SAT 2/23 9:30 $3 
ZOMBIE NURSE 
John Kurtyka's 

Limp Flamingo 

SUN 2/24 8pm FREE 
THE OSCARS on the 

BIG SCREEN 

71 TIDD S-TfJllT 
TUIIIIIIIPlll,I, Ill 
lam....,.._CIIM 
Ta:41S·IP•UII 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Qissance lii:iiders 
CRUISE & TRAVEL 

COMPANY 
Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRtS, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: j413) 83l-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: l413J 863-9166 
Home Fax: j413) 863-0218 

bedson 1@comcas1.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE. 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arb:Jrist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance a.nd Liabilily, 

WWW.MATIBDWAKDSTKEE.COM ,j,t:_ 
\~endell, MA ?T 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Count!eJ ·N,J~ 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL ii 100236 
Insured 

I 

Montague, MA 01351 

• EASTERN 

• Sp~•~;~;,~!~~!~~• 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

OEalitp, freftsmanship, ©riginal Gffwugllt 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

0.::...;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Servrng tho A<ea for over 25 years Certified, Bondcd• lnsvwr! 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Momague s11.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 
Bvvper 290-1162 

863-2471 
fqx 863-8022 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

CA 'ina 'S Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

:Nooft 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat: 1 -6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Streec, Greenrt/d • 41 J.774-3500 • green{lel4@copycorprintshop.com 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

g;;, @~t ~ .. (_9 ad 
and an accordion player who doubles 

, as the singer begin a conceit of pop
ular Mexican songs of patriotism fol
lowed by songs for anyone in the 
crowd celebrating a biithday. Last, of 
course, traditional love songs. 

By LESLIE BROWN 

Part3 

We have taken to walking down 
to the lake each evening to watch the 
sunset. When the sun sinks quickly 
behind the molllltains to the west, the 
whole of the chain of elevation sur-
rounding the water glows with color, 
some nights peach, others rose, still 
others deep red before the mountains 
themselves become purple as the 
darkness falls. On Stmday, the slate
topped stone walkway that stretches 
along the shore is filled with families 
as is the park of picnic tables and 
vendors, swings, exercise machines 
and the skate park. 

We have followed several horses 
and riders down to the lakeside 

We walk back to the casita by 
way of the plaza in the semi-darkness 
and return home never feeling unsafe 
in this friendly town. We settle in for 
a light supper, some reading, catch 
up on emails and then to bed as it is 
after ten o'clock. 

The next morning we are up 
before eight, hoping to catch the 
feny that travels across the lake to a 
smaller village opposite. We expect 
to take the small water taxi at eleven, 
explore the village and have lunch 
before returning. We anive about 
twenty Ininutes ahead of schedule 
and wait. 

where many exercise their animals 
and relax themselves. But tonight 
they have all lined up in front of an 
open area in the park. A band soon 
anives, speakers are set up and sev
eral horn players, a tuba, a drummer 

A bit after eleven with no boat in 
sigl1t, we inquire of an ex-pat who 
has been exercisiI1g on the walkway. 
"Don't forget, we're on Mexican 
time," he says. We wait some more. 
At last I walk down to the pier and 
find a new sign that reads trips on 
Friday, Saturday and SU11day. Well, 
on Mexican time things have 
changed. 

Pattiers rest on the steps after the Aj!Jic Carnival parade. 

We amble up the street after visit
ing the resident bmrn, El Blanco, and 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Life 
When man begins with man, he forfeits God's 
friendship, wisdom, power and blessing. Man's life 
without these in place leaves him in a most dire posi
tion, &iendless, clueless, weak, in disfavor with God. 

However, when man begins with God, he can claim all 
the promises of God, through friendship with God. He 
has inner peace, knowledge to face life, power to live 
it and the blessing of God. 

The Bible says: "The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. 
I have come that they may have life, and 
that they may have it more abundantly" 

(John 10:10) 

Christ has at His disposal all things, for they were cre
ated by and for Him, and will provide all we need. 
Eternal life is a good place to start. 

Begin new life with Chtist. 
Ask him to be your Savi.or 

This is as written. 
We are Calvary Baptist Church 

10 Prospect Street, Turners Falls 
God :s blessings are yours. 

soon find crowds massing around the 
street at the comer of Constitution. 
We decide to wait too as obviously 
something is about to happen. About 
a half hour later, a crowd of yotmg 
boys fly down the street, pursued by 
ugly masked creatures, rather like the 
nmning of the bulls. All of them are 
followed by a marching band of 
dmms, tmmpets and a tuba. When 
the masked and costumed creatures 
get to the intersection, they begin a 
lively dance to the music of the band 
and then move off noisily to the next 
street comer. Flour and colored con
fetti are thrown. 

Later on our own street, we hear 
that there will be another parade in 
our neighborhood tomoITow, a Mardi 
Gras sort of party leading up to Lent, 

Ill lOCUlT 
NlDE f.HBJONSI 

SlT, NlRtl 2NI UPSTIIIS fil 
ID U. U IUIIIIII 

~S co~ 17:30 c:cx:kto~ hour 
C~ lxr '" 8:30 Paahion ahow 

D . . 9:30 done:. p~ 
ocr pri:zes 

but not before a three day festival 
coming up after Valenti.tie's Day. So 
much party, so much fun, laughter 
and happiness! 

Part4 
Fat Tuesday and the best parade 

ever! 
First the anticipation. Folks strut

ed gathering at the comer of 
Constitution well before ten to grab 
an advantageous spot on the curb or 
to snatch up the little bit of shade 
under an orange tree although the 
parade was not scheduled to begin 
until 10:15. Then came the excite
ment of the sighting of masked and 
costmned persons gathering two 
blocks down the street. Next was the 
airival of a carload of musicians. But 
still no parade. All these followed by 
the chmrns on their hai1dsome hors
es, some with small children on the 
saddle as well ai1d all in their finest 
boots and shiits. 

Now in the distance we get a peek 
at large marionettes twice human 
size. At last the police anive to cor
don off the street and prepai-ations 
begin in earnest. At 11: 15 the street is 
chai·ged by boys of all sizes nmning, 
followed by a hideous masked figm·e 
with a gray beard and a stick Then 
people of all sizes, in scaif masks 
like bandidos, throwing flour and 
confetti at the crowds. A large band 
oftmmpets, dmms and the inevitable 
tuba blast down the street followed 
by floats of young girls dancing, a 
float from the local gym featuring a 
pole dancer (male) ai1d another male 
made up like a female with balloon 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

269 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

SI0TROK@EARTHLINK.NET 
J0HND0EJUNI0R.C0M 

413-775-0069 

We buy record collections bio and small. 
We carry every genre and speed of 

vinyl records 
(lPs, 33s, 45s, 78s). 

Family owned and operated since 2009. 
Buy the record collector in your 

life a gift certificate for Valentine's Day! 

~IC ~!ICALIHSTll/ME.'m 

~REATiONs 

AU U'l4toc.lt ne-,r, uud, 
und consignmt:lll items. 
(Q,o- ....... ,....1p.,.c....-..,. .... D:..li., 

ws,....; .. ~o,~ 
Offff.£•p..-,,l2./.tt,._J2 

Q;e.-poi, ,U~<NI--Jk'I ..i., 

281 Main St. 
Greenfield Nti,.01301 

413.325.8042 
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T11c~i1l TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lrn n~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpitpizza.mm 

JI Batik Row, GIid. 
413-475-3S70 

woodfired pizzeria 

,5$•t'illtll:Z., 
-.Professional Pain~i~I:.!'~~ ·' g . .· . 

Contractor - • .:· :·-; 
ing Western Mass -~-1\~ 

'r ,-.:·J· • I 

from Avenue A" . .'.11-_;~.-.:;·: 
. • www.coutw:ebros.com • • {'(;· '' •.·:. 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfallsplZZa.cam 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

breasts and a huge puppet pumping 
iron. Another float follows with mer
maids spo1ting beautifolly crafted 
paper tails of green and gold, more 
riders, a huge paper mache horse, 
ai1other large danciI1g puppet ai1d a 
float featuriI1g a huge golden sun. 
Then another band followed by more 
costumed persons in mbber masks, a 
float bea1ing the queen and priI1cess 
of the Cainival. We ai·e all pelted 
with flour, hollowed eggs filled with 
confetti ai1d hard candies. An hour of 
happy fantasy, music and dancing, 
laughter and celebration. 

Later in the pa1k by the lake, more 
diink, more food, and music well 
into the night. 

Our casita is made of yellow
painted stucco with cmviI1g b1ick 
ceilings and tile floors capped by the 
roof of traditional curved sections of 
pipe. It stays cool in the heat of the 
day and yet is never too cold. Ajijic is 
located on a plateau smrnm1ded by 
the Sien-a Madres. It is a mild and 
temperate climate with an average 
daily temperature of 72. It is hot mid
day but not humid and as we ai·e two 
blocks from the lake, there is often a 
cooling breeze. Tomo1row we will 
again attempt to catch the water taxi 
that plies a route from our shore to 
the shore of the village opposite. We 
ai·e much content to enjoy our town, 
the local people and their crafts and 
customs; however, we are now ready 
to explore at little fa11her a field. 

Lent notwithstanding, we go to 
bed to the sound of tmmpet, drnms 
ai1d tuba. More festival! 

Servant's Hands 
Massage Therapy 
First Session: 112 Price! 

(with this coupon) 

- Chair & Table Massage 
- Relaxing Swedish 
- Individualized 
- Deep Tissue 

- $25/ 1/2 hr 
- $40/ 1 hr 

Kelly Bourd 
Bradford Hall Ca 

Nichols Vision 
Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

~ .. 
Providers for EYEMED, 
DA VIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296 Avenue A 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA. 013 7 6 
(413) 863 -0100 




