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Weekend Blizzard Blankets County Montague Police 
Advise Businesses 
on Break-Ins 

I I \ I I 

• 
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Tristen Felton, age 3, of Turners Falls, reestablishes '?Jdrant access on Warner Street in Erving. 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

TURNERS FALLS -
Members of the Montague 
Business Association (MBA) 
met Tuesday at the Montague 
Public Safety Complex with 
Montague Police Chief Chip 
Dodge and Officer Michael 
Sevene, to discuss the recur
ring rash of break-ins target
ing businesses downtown 
and strategies for crime pre
vention. Many of the owners 
of those businesses, some of 
which have been "hit" multi
ple times, were present at the 
meeting. 

Chief Dodge distributed a 
handout that included photo
graphs of the two suspects 
believed responsible for the 
majority of the robberies. 
One of them, Terrance 
- is cunently in jail. 
The other, Lance - is not 
in jail, and there are two 
active wa1rnnts for his atTest. 
The Police Depaitment has 
appealed to the public for 
information on -s where
abouts . 

In this era of no funding 
for community policing, 
Officer Sevene is as close as 
the police depa1tment can get 

to a community policing offi
cer: he divides his nonnal 7 
a.m. to 3 p m. shift between 
responding to calls in his 
cruiser and walking the beat 
downtown. He has become 
well known to the downtown 
business owners, and in 
Tuesday's meeting he pre
sented advice and informa
tion about useful equipment 
that might lead to thwa1ting a 
break-in. 

Lighting is a major factor 
in preventing a would-be 
robber. Motion-activated 
lights can be a business or 
home owner's best friend, 
especially if they are used 
both indoors and outdoors. 
Caineras inside and out are 
also useful, and can give 
police a source of evidence 
when the case gets to comt. 
Alanns, reinforced doors, 
and bright street lighting can 
all contribute to deten-ing a 
break-in. The bottommost of 
bottom lines is not to store 
cash on the premises. 

Stephat1 Smith of A.H. 
Rist Insurance was also pres
ent. He reminded people that 
documentation of ala1m sys
tems are attached to insm-

see POLICE pg 5 

W~Alonfr~Ri»~ 
Walking to Peskeompskut 

nudge off up the cmvi.t1g trail, then 
resmnes his questioning htmting call. 

I'm seeking out my spirit tree that 
stands high above the Beai·'s Den 
cliff and plunge pool. An ironwood 
n·ee grows there, aged, grey, sinuous 
and almost invisible. Its llunk is 
small in girth, but musculai· and stub
born. It canies its name of ironwood 
well. Like the aging Walt Whitman, I 
like to grapple a bit with this sm
vivor. I push and pull against its rock 
hard strength, testing my sinew 
against its unyielding force. Cai1't 
budge it. Don't want to anyway. Just 
testing our mutual endurance, to 
rassle a bit, to draw into myself some 
of this tree's perseverance. 

By DAVID BRULE 

Picture a lone figme making his 
way through a snowy lai1dscape on a 
late Febmaiy afternoon. That'd be 
me. 

The path leads slightly upwai·d 
and into a pine grove. To the right of 
that path, a sudden cliff drops to the 
frozen surface of the Cove sixty feet 
below. 

The dusk will be spreading soon, 
and under tl1e sweeping white pines, 
the light is already fading. An 
evening saunter out here is easier 
than it will be soon, the Big Snow 
promised overnight will change all 
that. Snow, for now, crunches under
foot. The frozen Connecticut booms 
as ice expands and contracts, but the 
ctment through the Nan-ows keeps 
the water there open. On the other 
side of this rocky ridge where 
Peskeompskut begins, the Cove is 
frozen solid. Solitaiy men fish 
through the ice, staiiding or crouched 
over their lines that descend down 
into the dark waters. 

Peskeompskut is ai1 old name, 
lost for a while but coming back into 
pat-lance. The Place Where the Water 
Splits the Rock, or is it the Place 
Where the Rock Splits the Water? 
Possibly, in the Algonquin fainily of 
lai1guages both meailings work. In 
either translation, the water has had 
its way with the rock. I prefer to 
think that the place called 
Peskeompskut struts here at the 
Na1rnws and stretches downriver to 

to get away from 
Avenue A, 
Second Street or 
L street, could 
hike up the river a 
sho1t way to 
swim here at the 
Nanows, at the 
place we often 
called Red 
Rocks. Or, on hot 
afternoons, after 
a bm1ling day in 
the tobacco 
fields, some of us 
would head down 
the bank off 
Carlisle Avenue 
ai1d leap into the 
dat-k waters there, 
washing the 
tobacco dust, 

Barred owl l!J Jean-Jacques Audubon 

nicotine juice ai1d 
dirt out of ears 
and nose, and 
eve1ywhere else. 

below the falls. 
Geologists tell us that this aim of 

bedrock fo1med a banier to the post
glacial Connecticut and forced it to 
flow over the m1yielding ridge form
ing three waterfalls here: one the 
plunge pool called the Lily Pond site, 
one we call the Beai·'s Den, the third 
at the Na1rnws. The 1iver eventually 
broke through at the Nanows ai1d 
has flowed through that gap ever 
since. 

As far back as ai1yone can 
remember, boys from town, longing 

But this is winter now, mid 
Febma1y and I'm alone out here on 
the point, glad there's no one else 
around to intenupt my late afternoon 
walk. This point is high above the 
dai-k waters, draped with pines, a pic
nic table here and there. It is a cmi
ous spot. Sowild and solitaiy, yet 
hardly a mile from downtown with 
its bright bars, bustling bake1y, the
ater ai1d restaurants. 

Alone with your thoughts out 
here, perhaps you can imagine the 
faint echoes of the log chivers work-

ing below, just down there. Those 
men danced from log to log where 
the chive jaimned up here at the 
Nairnws, held back by massive 
chains while the loggers s01ted and 
shunted the tree tnmks down to 
Tmners Falls. Those massive chains 
still lie deep beneath the stuface in 
the dark waters. For millennia before 
the No1them woodsmen, the First 
Peoples shot their canoes through 
this gap, whooping greetings after 
jomneying along the Bay Path and 
past Wachussett, joi.tling others down 
from Squakheag and points north. 
They were welcomed by the resident 
Pocmntuck to cainp here, to fish, to 
trade or find a mate in these tmce 
lands spread below this spot on 
either bank and down to the falls and 
Wissitinnewag. 

But this Februa1y evening, there's 
little sotmd other than the groan of 
the river. No calls of loggers nor 
Indians, no ghostly echoes from long 
ago music of the 40s and 50s that 
used to float down from the Perkins' 
roller skating rink high up on the 
river bank off Millers Falls Road. It's 
thai1kfully quiet now, and I cai1 con
tinue my walk in relative silence. 

Rom1ding the point ai1d staiting 
back toward the cove, a soft que1y, 
half boom, half whisper comes out of 
a pine: "Whoo cooks fer yoo-oo?" A 
baii-ed owl questions me. His lai·ge, 
soft gray fo1m discernible in the 
dusk. I give him a wide berth, not to 
disturb his nuninations. With eyes of 
liquid obsidian, he watches me 

Back on the trail, old voices fill 
my head. Bits of conversation, 
ancestors converse, in many tongues. 
This place is alive with spirits. Some 
with restless mmmurings, others 
chant songs of happiness, trying out 
their voices again. 

Down on the cove, fishe1men 
have staited a fire on the ice. Hmm. 
Wzll the world end in fire or ice? 
Below the frozen surface ai·e the 
meadows and the charcoal pits of 
more ancient heaiths, an accumula
tion of campfires going back 12,000 
yeai-s before the massacre. Below the 
anglers are the bones of those ancient 
people, and below that, the dat1cing 
n·acks of the di.t1osams. 

I catch myself. 
Voices? Really now! 

Maybe that's all just the sweep of 
histo1y whispering througl1 the soft 
branches of the towering white pi.ties 
out here along this ancient aim of 
rock. Or maybe it's just that owl 
keeping a winter's eve ai1d inte1rn
gating the fading light. 
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PET OF THE WEEK Montague libraries 
Me and School Vacation Week Happenings 

My Shadow 
By LINDA HICKMAN Carnegie. 

Shadow 
LET'S PLAY!!! I mean, Hi- nice 

to meet you, my name's Shadow. 
Now, let's play! I like all kinds of 
toys, but feathers and stringy toys 
are my favorite! 

You should check out the video 
of me playing with feathers on 
string, or better yet, come in and 
play with me yourself! 

I am a typical high-energy young 
boy who needs lots of exercise and 
interaction with my people. I'd also 
be a great match for another playful 
cat - we could entertain each other. 

Come meet me - to know me is 
to love me! 

Watch my video at 
http://goo.gl/FsG3w. 

For more infom1ation on adopt
ing me, contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at (413) 
548-9898 or info@dvphs.org. 

• BOTTLES 
& CANS' 

Week of Febru~ny 18th 
inMontagu 

more info? call: 863-2054 

\...IVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 

There a variety of programs at the 
Montague Public Libraries during 
school vacation week. 

All week at the Carnegie Libraiy 
there will be Art-to-Go kits available 
in the children's room. 

Tuesday the 19th, there are two 
programs. At 10 am., there will be 
an Animal Tracks and Skulls pro
gram at the Carnegie Libra1y. 
Nattu·alist Dawn Maivin Ward will 
bring a variety of animal skulls for 
this mostly indoor program. 
Depending upon weather conditions, 
a small pait of the program may be 
held outside. At 3:30 p.m. is the 
Millers Falls Library Club, which 
feattu·es crafts, snacks, and a story 
for all ages. 

Sto1y Time with Ruth O'Mara is 
held on Wednesdays at 10:15 at the 
Carnegie Libraiy. It also features 
crafts, stories, and snacks. 

The ve1y popular Music and 
Movement for yom1g children with 
Tom Crurnll and Lamie Davidson is 
Thursday mornings at 10 a.m at the 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I'd like to be able to do CPR, 
but I'm squeamish about doing 
mouth-to-mouth on a strange,: Any 
suggestions? 

There is an emergency technique 
called Hands-Only CPR. This is 
CPR without mouth-to-mouth 
breaths. It consists of two easy steps: 
Call 9-1-1 and push hard and fast in 
the center of the victim's chest. That 
means 100/minute unintell'upted 
compressions until paramedics 
ru11.ve. 

The chest compressions should 
have minimal intermptions. 

Monday the 18th, the libraries are 
dosed in honor of Presidents Day. 
During vacation week, the Carnegie 
Library in Turners Falls will be open 
Tuesday and Wednesday 1 - 8 pm., 
Thursday 1 - 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. 
- 5 pm., Saturday 10 am. - 2 p.m. 
The Millers Falls Library will be 
open Tuesday and Thursday, 2 -5 
and 6 - 8 p.m. The Montague Center 
Library will be open Wednesday 2 -
5 and 6 - 8 pm. For more info1ma
tion, call the Carnegie Library at 
(413) 863-3214. 

Fuel Assistance 
Are you age 60 or over and wor-

11.ed about your home heating bill? 
Income eligible seniors can find 

help through Franklin County 
Home Care's Benefits Counseling 
Program. We will help file an appli
cation for foel assistance and find 
other ways to save you money. 
Contact Gretchen Smith at (413) 
773-5555 or info@fchcc.org for 
more info1mation. Read more at 
www fchcc.org. 

What's pictured hm? 

Be the first to identify 111here and what this is 
and win a free Montague Reporter bumper sticker! 
Email your ans111er to: editot@montaguereporter.org 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 
CPR Can Save Lives 

Stopping compressions to give ful video of Hands-Only CPR at this 
mouth-to-mouth breaths may b1'i.ng w e b s i t e 
some additional oxygen into the www.alisc.a11zona.edu/node/730 
hmgs, but the benefit of that oxygen However, there are occasions 
can be offset if you stop the blood when you should use CPR with 
flow to the brain and heait muscle. breaths, according to the AHA. 

This form of CPR (cru·diopul- These include: 
monary resuscitation) is recom- • All infants (up to age 1) 
mended by the American Hea1t • Children (up to puberty) 
Association (AHA) for helping any- • Anyone fotmd afready unconscious 
one who is a teenager or older. It is and not breathing nonnally 
used when a person collapses sud- • Any victinls of drowning, dmg 
denly outside of a hospital setting. overdose, collapse because of 

When teens or adults suddenly breathing problems, or prolonged 
collapse with cardiac a1Test, they cru·diac all'est 
usually have enough oxygen in their However, using the hands-only 
hmgs and blood for several minutes version of CPR is always better than 
after the collapse. This oxygen will being a passive bystander. 
keep vital organs healthy as long as All CPR training courses that 
someone uses chest compressions to include skills practice will teach you 
pump blood to the hea1t and brain. Hands-Only CPR. You can learn 
An tmaided victim of cardiac a1Test more at www.hea1t.org/h.andsonly-
will die within 5 to 10 minutes. cpr. 

The University of Arizona Send your questions to 
College of Medicine offers this help- fred@healthygeezer.com. 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

-o;;. 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Buckland side 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Cassidhe Wozniak 

Grade 7 
Kayli Messinger 
Makaila Billiel 

Grade 8 
Tahner Castine 

www .MontagueMA.net SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Februarv 18th • 22nd 
local gossip, news & business listings 

1Ebt :flontagut 
l\.tporttr 

Published weekly on Thursdays. 
Every other week in July and August. 

No paper last week of December. 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 

Please note new email addresses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@montaguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguereporter.org 
events@montaguereporter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 

poetiy@montaguerepo1ter.org 
subscriptio11s@montaguerepo1ter.org 

Send address changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable for 
en-ors in advertisements, but will print 
without charge that pait of the adver
tisement in which an en·or occun-ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 
refuse advertising for any reason and to 
alter copy or graphics to confonu to 
standards of the newspaper, such as 
they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 
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GILL-MONTAGUE 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Tmners Falls, is 
open Monday tluough Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. Roberta Potter is 
the Cotmcil on Aging Director. 
Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at 
Noon. Meal rese1vations must be 
made one day in advance by 11 
a m. The Meal Site Manager is 
Keny Togneri. All fitness classes 
ru·e supported by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntaiy donations are accepted. 
For info1mation, to make meal 
rese1vations, or to sign up for pro
grams, call (413) 863-9357. 
Leave a voice message if the cen
ter is not open. 
Monday, 2/18 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
12 p.m. Pot Luck & Bingo 
1 p m. NO Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, 2/19 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
AARP Tax Aid by Appointment 
Wednesday, 2/20 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screening 
11:15 am. Friends' Meeting 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, 2/21 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
1 pm. Pitch 
Friday, 2/22 
10 a.m. Aerobics 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
~ COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
~ Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

• • ~ Struts• Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

10:45 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Lunch is at 
11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
required 24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca Meuse 
at (413) 423-3308, for meal infor
mation and rese1vations. For infor
mation, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3649. Transportation can be pro
vided for meals, shopping, or med
ical necessity. Call the Center to 
confmn activities, schedule a ride, 
or find out when is the next blood 
pressure clinic. 

Flu Clinic - Call the Senior 
Center at ( 413) 423-3649 to find 
out when the next flu clinic will be 
held. This clinic is free to Erving 
residents, sponsored by the Erving 
Board of Health and available on a 
walk-in basis. The shot is recom
mended for those over 55, those 
who work with children or the eld-

Shopping Trips - Thursday 
afternoon alternating from Turners 
Falls to Orange. 
Quilting Classes Resume 

A new series of 10 quilting 
classes will begin on Monday, 
Febma1y 11th and continue eve1y 
second and fourth Mondays of the 
month. The Senior Center owns 
two sewing machines that pa1tici
pants may use or you may bring 
your own portable. Classes ru·e led 
by Dianne Cornwell and her assis
tant Sandy. There is no fee for the 
class but donations are gratefully 
accepted. Call Polly at (413) 423-
3649 for more information. 
Monday 2/18 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Noon Quilting 
Tuesday 2/19 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 2/20 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 2/21 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 

erly, and those with chronic ill- 10 a.m. Posture Perfect 
ness. Pneumonia shots will also be Noon Cards 
available for those over 60 who Friday 2/22 
have never been vaccinated. 9 a m. Bowling 

Telephone Reassurance - 9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit 
Phone calls eve1y morning for sen-
iors who want someone to check in LEVERETT 
on them. For information, contact the 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Leverett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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local Briefs 
Compiled By DON CLEGG 

Winter School vacation is here, 
with a variety of children's and 
family activities available in the 
local area. 

Come and be "pait of our world" 
as we go "under the sea" with your 
favorite Disney characters includ
ing Sebastian, Scuttle, Flounder, 
Prince Eric and Ariel in The LittlE' 
Mermaid. This classic Disney title 
contains all of the songs from the 
Academy Award winning animated 
feature film as well as three new 
songs from the Broadway show. 
Eve1y family member will enjoy 
the show. 

"The Little Mermaid Jr" is 
unde1written by Greenfield Savings 
Bank. Pe1fo1mances will be held at 
Greenfield High School Friday, 
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 16 
at 2 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 17 at 2 
p.m. Purchase tickets at 
www.jaduke.com/shows or rese1ve 
tickets by calling (413) 863-9901. 

Previously mentioned in the 
Feb 7 issue of the Montague 
Reporter the New Renaissance 
Players bring Lewis Canoll's Alice 
in Wonderland to life for their 3rd 
Annual Family Show at The Shea 
Theater in Turners Falls. Join Alice 
as she wanders through Wonderland 
to meet some of literature's most 
iconic characters. The play featmes 
Lewis Ca1rnll 's quirky, humorous, 
and fanciful dialogue from both 
Alice in Wonderland and Through 

the Looking Glass. 
The show also features original 

music composed and perfo1med by 
Daniel hales, and the frost heaves. 
Perfonnance dates are Friday, Feb. 
15,at 7:30 pm. Saturday, Feb. 16 
and Sunday Feb. 17 at 3 p.m. and 
repeats the same days and perfo1m
ance times the following weekend. 
For info1mation or to purchase tick
ets online, visit www.theshea.org. 

The Cai11egie Libra1y in Turners 
Falls offers the program "Tracks 
and Skulls" on Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Children of all 
ages and their families are invited 
to come learn about animal tracks 
and skulls with children's natural
ist, Dawn Wai·d. 

The Great Falls Discovery 
Center in Ttm1ers Falls will be open 
from Tuesday, Feb 19, through 
Saturday, Feb 23, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

The Senior Symposia's next 
program at Greenfield Community 
College, entitled "Global Climate 
Change and the PionE-er Valley," 
will be presented by Julie Brighain
Grette, Professor of Geosciences at 
the University of Massachusetts at 
the GCC Downtown Center, 270 
Main Street in Greenfield on 
Wednesday, Feb 20, from 2 to 4 
p.m. 

The Pioneer Valley landscape 
today is a product of the last glacial 
melt, 20 to IO thousand years ago. 
We can trace this history in the sed
iments deposited in Glacial Lake 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
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Hitchcock (now the Connecticut 
River Valley) to reconstruct paleo
enviromnental changes in the land
scape as well as changes occuning 
throughout the Northern 
Heinisphere and the globe. These 
sediments contain information 
about El Nino and the Southern 
Oscillation that today are major fea
hires of our climate system. 
Brigham-Grette will bring her focus 
up to the modem era and ClllTent 
issues of climate change. Pre-regis
tration is strongly advised. Call 
(413) 775-1661 or anive early for 
limited same-day registration. 

Heard of the Jr. Duck Stamp 
Contest? Interested in trying out 
your hand at entering? Then be cre
ative and build a duck. Join 
USF&W staff at the GFDC on Feb. 
19 through Feb. 21 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
as we explore the va11ety of rendi
tions of birds from different a1tists 
and culhtres. Sh1dents will use con
cepts such as patterns, colors, lines, 
and textures to create a unique bird 
with a variety of mate1ials. 

This fre.e program is geared 
towards 3rd through 6th graders 
with an accompanying adult. All 
materials are provided. Call ( 413) 
863-3221 to pre-register. 

Young children ages 3 to 6 and 
their caretakers are invited to join 
USF&W refuge staff at the GFDC 
for Discove1y Hour: Mystery 
Tracking, on Friday, Feb. 22, from 
I 0:30 to 11 :30 a.m. Discover differ
ent things about local wildlife and 
the places they live. Be crafty, have 
fun, and bring your imagination as 
we explore the nah1ral world 
ai·otmd us. This month we'll be 
using our detective skills to identify 
tracks left behind by different local 
animals. 

The Traprock Center for Peace 
and Justice in collaboration with the 

Tractor Trailer Stuck on Bridge, Foot Pursuit 

Barney Hale Road; assisted all 
parties. No restraining order 
requested. 
9:10 p.m. Motor vehicle com
plaint on Main Road; motor 
vehicle in question not located. Tuesday, 2/5 9:40 p.m. Assisted Bernardston Route 2; subject checked OK. 

7:45 a.m. Fire alarm at residence police with emergency restraint Friday, 2/8 
on Wood Avenue. and hospitalization of per::son 10:10 a.m. Disabled motor vehi-
2:30 p.m. Motor vdude accident posing risk of serious harm by de on West Gill Road; assisted 
at business on Main Road; under reason of mental illness at Hotel resident with flat tire. 
investigation. on Route IO. 12: I8 p.m. Medical at Stoughton 
4:15 p.m. Tractor trailer mut !hursday, 2/7 Place; resident assisted. 
stuck on the Gill Montague 10:15 a.m. Motor vehicle acci- 7:20 p.m. Medical at Stoughton 
Bridge; assisted same. dent on French King Highway; Place; resident transported. 
6:20 p.m. Restraining order vio- no injuries reported in Factory 10:00 p.m. Snow mobile acci
lation committed on Walnut hollow Area. dent on Ben Hale Road; under 
Street; warrant requested from 12:30 p.m. Department of ~es~n.·0

2
1/1.

9 judge for arrest. Children Services requested assis-~ 
Wednesday, 2/6 tance with child complaint of 11:35 a.m. Assisted Berruu-d.ston 
7:43 p.m. Fire Alarm on abuse on Mountain Road. police with arrest at Motel on 
Northfield Mount Hermon 2:05 p.n1. Erratic operation of Route IO; Foot pursuit. 
campus. blue box truck westbotmd on 3:30 p.111. Family disturbance on 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner t1 

Sunday. 2/10 
11 :50 a.m. Motor vehicle com
plaint on Northfield Mount 
Hermon Campus: truck in the 
way of plowing; owner located. 
12:35 p.111. Arrest of resident on 
North Cross Road for motor 
vehicle violations. 
4:50 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
police with domestic situation on 
Beers Plain Road. 
5:45 p.111. Assisted Bernardston 
police with suicidal subject on 
Bald Motmt Road. 
6:05 p.m. Reported animal abuse 
at residence on Main Road. 

PrTrR UJATrRS flRECISION 
;~. 1 ', REPAIRS 

HOUSE PAINTING 
MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 

environmental justice class at 
Greenfield Community College and 
Greening Greenfield will co-spon
sor a free presentation by animal 
rights advocate Marian Kelner on 
Friday, Feb. 22, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
in the Sloan Theater on the 
Greenfield Community College 
Campus. 

Kel.ner has advocated for the 

3 

rights of animals for many years in 
and outside the classroom. Respect 
for all species pe1meates her poetly, 
short stories, and essays, while her 
songs on two CDs explore human 
relationships. This talk is part of the 
Roots of Peace Speaker Series. 

Send local briefs to 
editor@;nontaguereporter.org. 

Montague Democrats to hold State Democratic 
Convention Delegate caucus 

Registered Democrats in 
Montague \.vill hold a caucus at the 
first floor meeting room of Montague 
Town Hall, 1 Avenue A in Tumers 
Falls, at 6:30 pm. on Thursday, Feb. 
21 to elect five delegates and three 
alternates to the Massachusetts 
Democratic Convention. 

The state agenda-setting conven
tion will be Saturday, July 13, at the 
Tsongas Center at UMass Lowell. 

This local caucus is a meeting 
open to all Democrats registered in 

Montague by 12/31/12. Registered 
attendees ai·e eligible to vote and nm 
for one of the openings available to 
represent Montague Democrats at the 
convention. Registered Democrats 
may participate in the process or just 
come to watch. 

There will also be a b11ef meeting 
of the Democratic Town C01mnittee 
following the caucus. For info, con
tact Democratic Town Cominittee 
chair Jay DiPucchio at ( 413) 863-
8656 or visit wwwmassdems.org. 

Don't Let Snow 
Slow You Down I 

TORO. 
www.toro.com 

Mid Winter Sale! 
Save up to $400 on in stock units! 

Power Clear 

439.99 
• Clears snow down to 

pavement 
• Easy for anyone to use 
• Guaranteed to Start 
• Self propels itself through 

the snow 

Power Max 

899.99 
• Chute, deflector and ant1~ 

clogging $ystem are m~pe of a 
durable, rusJ-free sub zero 
material. 

• Commercial•grade construction 
for long Ute 

• Ideal for farge areas/heayY 
snowfalls 

• Powerful Engines 

Are you ready for the snow? If not we have the answer. Come 
down to Green River Powersports and purch<1se a new Toro 
Snowblower. We have everything from single stage to heavy 
duty 2stage snowthrower5. 

GREEN RIVER POWER SPORTS 
1 MAIN ROAD, GILL, MA 413.863.4892 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

$podaliilng in all IHpPds ol mffl and />roJJWfV Main#N,onro. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES 

39 Center Road 
Gill,MA 01354 

FREE LOANER CARS 
~~~r;;t::~ 978-544-6534 w .. ~t•11 

RoJldentinl & Commminl - luHv l1'151Jmd 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LA.NG 413#834#7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413·256-1594 
At the Montague Retreat Center 

177 Ripley Road 
Montague, MA 01351 

~---~-~---...aii:"\-~-~-~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

JAKE'S TAVERN 
Relaxed Atmosphere. GREAT FOOD! 

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
KIDS EAT FREE TUES. 5-9 PM 
TEX-MEX THURSDAY 5-9 PM 

66 Ave. A 863-8938 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

,afffl 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

SALF.5 • SERVICE• INSlALl.ATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 Wesc Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin:773-9497 

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague 

David Ginsburg 
ASE and Toyota Certified 

Automotive Technician 

We come to you! 

413.522.4100 

Serving the Greenfield, Amherst and Northfiekl areas 

Good E),rt f otte~ 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
-ti 3-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-f ace 
Computer Solutions 

Git.ENFIELD 
it>.?.~t.?.S CO~PERATl~E EXCHANGE 

<ijcauy Owned Since ilii) 
269 High Street - Greenfiel 

(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

FOOD 
DRINKS 

WIFI 
KENO 

To Join Pool Leagues 
Call 77 4-6388 

94 Main St, Greenfield 
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CUEST EDITORIAL 

Regional School Consolidation: 
What Are The Benefits? 

Amherst, Leverett, Pelham and 
Shutesbury (ALPS) are considering 
consolidating their elementaiy 
schools into one region with one 
budget and one school committee. 

1his could have a domino effect, 
eliminating the old supe1intendency 
Union 28, and forcing decisions by 
the town of Erving and the Gill
Montague and Mahar regional dis
tricts. Other districts in the cotmty 
are facing similar decisions. 

But is there evidence that consol
idation addresses core ftmding prob
lems or improves education? 

We now have several studies that 
address these questions. Four years 
ago there was a well-ftmded study 
on the benefits of consolidation in 
Franklin County as a whole. 1his 
year, the board overseeing the ALPS 
consolidation hired consultants to 
evaluate the educational and finan
cial impacts of consolidation. 

Do these studies show that con
solidation will save school districts 
substantial money so that those with 
declining emollment will remain 
"viable?" In my view the evidence is 
clear that the answer is a solid "no." 

The projected savings from 
administrative consolidation ai·e 
extremely small, and do not at all 
address core ftmding problems. The 
County study showed that consoli
dating everything into one cotmty
wide district would save perhaps 3% 
of aggregate spending. The ALPS 
study indicated savings of well tmder 
2%. The reason is simple: adminis
trative costs are not a large po1tion of 
local school budgets, so cutting them 
does not address the core causes of 
the education ftmding crisis. 

The question of educational 
improvements is a bit more complex. 
But a careful reading of both the 
County and ALPS studies shows few 
palpable benefits for students 
through consolidation. The pro-con
solidation argmnent is filled with 
rhetoric about efficiency, moderniza
tion and providing a ''Twenty-first 
Century education." This is all ve1y 
compelling to school officials close-

ly collllected to state-level policy
makers, but will the result really look 
much better to students and parents 
on the ground? I say not at all, at least 
not as cm1·ently articulated. 

This problem leads to justifica
tions for consolidation that are, to say 
the least, a stretch. For example the 
ALPS study claims that one large 
school district will reduce paper
work, allowing school officials to 
concentrate more on education. 
Really? The central office staff in 
Amherst will have less pape1work 
dealing with the two additional ele
mentaiy school populations of 
Leverett and Shutesbmy? 

Similarly we are told that one 
regional budget would be "easier to 
tmderstand" than fow-. So, the tax
payers of Leverett will find a large 
regional budget containing three 
other towns easier to understand than 
the budget of their own elementaiy 
school, which is a town department? 

One way to tmderstand this con
ceptual problem is to consider it in 
the context of the history of past 
efforts to refo1m education in 
Massachusetts. Cities and towns 
have been consolidating education 
services for over 150 years. In some 
instances, consolidation, although no 
doubt encotmte1ing stiff local oppo
sition, produced clear benefits. 

In the mid-19th centmy, the one
room "district schools" were com
bined into a smaller nlllllbei· of multi
room schools administered by town
wide departments. The resulting 
schools were bigger, had only two 
grades per classroom, and were 
staffed by professional teachers who 
had graduated from the new state 
"Nonna! Schools," or teachers' col
leges. The new system was dramati
cally diffei·ent. 

Another wave of consolidation 
occull'ed after WWII. It was driven, 
in part, by the desire to build big 
modem high schools. We now know 
that some of these schools were too 
big. Still the benefits of consolida
tion were clear: new language and 
chemistiy labs, spo1ts fields and 

r--------------------------~ Sign Me Upl 
620 = 10 months (37 issues) for our walking routes 
~ = 8 months (31 issues) for our driving routes 

= 5 months (18 issues) for mailed subscriptions 

tltf)e ;ffionta11uue l\.ep@rter 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Couriers From the Swift Completion of Their Appointed Rounds 

... 

NO SATURDAY 
DELIVERIES AFTER 

AUGUST 2. 

\\ f ~ • "\. / .• /-"-•• 

Lets get rid of Saturday delivery 
STARTING TODAY I I I ,, cc-t-

CHRIS SAWYER-LAU~ANNO ILLUSTRATION 

LETTER rof,rHE EDITOR 

Thoughts on the Resignation of Pope Benedict 
When I heard the news that Pope 

Benedict had decided to step down 
from the Papacy, I was as surprised 
as eve1yone else. While commenta
tors have pointed out that Benedict 
had dropped hints over the past two 
years, because this is so rare I'm not 
sure that it really registered. 

After a long papacy, such as that 
of his predecessor, John Paul II, it is 
not surprising that an older man is 
chosen. After the fluny of writing, 
traveling and encotmte1ing initiated 
by John Paul II, perhaps it is natural 
to elect someone who will slow 
down the pace. Benedict indicated 
from the start that he was older, and I 
think he knew he could not keep up 
the pace of a far ymmger man. 

Nonetheless, Benedict is a bril
liant theologian, scholar and teacher, 
beloved by his former University stu
dents, and he has had a remarkable 
gift to take the fmit of his intellectu
al labor and express it beautifolly. I 
have been deeply moved by his 

gyms, libraries and auditoriums. I 
attended one of those new middle 
schools the year it opened (in 1960, I 
admit). It ce1tainly felt bigger and 
better. 

I would argue that the benefits to 
be had in the cull'ent round of consol
idation are few, because consolida
tion has been driven less by a desire 
for illllovation than by a crisis in 
fonding. 1his crisis began in 
Massachusetts when the huge info-

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

insights, along with practical applica
tions, in his ho1nilies, weekly audi
ences and major addresses and writ
ings. And despite his age, Benedict 
has been able to collllect with people 
of all ages, including the ymmg peo
ple of the world at international 
youth gathe1ings, proclaiming the 
faith in its follness. 

For someone to voluntarily give 
up power takes great humility. To 
acknowledge that the aging process 
prevents one from giving all that a 
position deserves requires great hon
esty with oneself. To be a first-rate 
theologian and Scriph1re scholar 
gives one intellech1al and spirihial 
freedom to take a step that has not 
been taken in centuries. Nonetheless, 
for those who thought that papacy 
was a position for life, Benedict's 
resignation is still disquieting. 

Nah1rally, many have raised the 
question whether there is more to this 
sto1y. Both as Pope, and previously 
as the Pope's right hand man, Joseph 

sions of state money allocated for 
educational refo1m in the 1990s 
dried up, and the 2002-03 recession 
led to cuts in state Chapter 70 aid to 
school disti'icts. At that point, 
demands for regional consolidation 
intensified. State officials assumed 
that consolidating dist:I'icts would 
help address the ftmding problem. 
But the math simply did not support 
this belief. 

Recognizing the problelll, PatI'ick 
Adininisti·ation officials attempted to 
a1ticulate other, non-financial bene
fits of consolida.tion. While this is a 
step in the 11ght direction, the new 
rationale is mall'ed by excessive 
emphasis on efficiency, and policy 
jargon coming out of federal initia
tives such as ''No Child Left Behind" 
and ''Race to the Top." Arglllllents 
focusing on "increasing capacity" 
and ''robust teacher evahiation sys
tems" are not ve1y compelling to 
most parents and taxpayers. 

In struggling to make their case to 
locals, state policymakers became 

Ratzinger knew more about the scan
dal of sexual abuse in the church than 
most. I would not have wanted to be 
in his shoes. Perhaps this change will 
lead to the possibility of greater 
transparency, as well as healing for 
victims, their families and the entire 
church. 

Perhaps Pope Benedict's greatest 
legacy will be the fact that he stepped 
down. Jesus taught his Apostles that 
authority was for se1vice, to be exer
cised with hmnility and gentleness, 
speaking the tmth in love. The shoes 
of the first Pope were not those of a 
monarch, but of a simple fishe1man. 
In the end, Benedict is leaving a 
palace and moving to a monaste1y. 
There, he can sh1dy, pray, write -
and tiust that another can fill those 
shoes. 

- Father Stan Aksamit 
Our Lady of Peace Church 

Turners Falls 

initated by the large number of dis
tI'icts (326), each with its own super
intendents, special education direc
tors, business managers and so on. 
TI1ey looked longingly at states like 
Ma1yland, where only a few dist:I'icts 
are organized on a cotmty basis. Tue 
whole Massachusetts system seemed 
utterly iITational, propped up by 
cities and towns clinging to an out
moded belief in "local cont:I·ol." 

But iI11tation at the ill'ationality of 
the ctment systein, justified as it may 
be, does not provide a compelling 
reason for changing it. 

Parents and taxpayers in most 
cities and towns like their school dis
tI'icts. If redtmdant bureaucracy in-i
tates state officials, what does this 
mean for my kid, really? 

The Montague Repo1tei· welcomes 
and encourages responses to this 
opinion piece. 

- JEFF SINGLETON 
Montague 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & 
Gooo TiMres 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 
Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 

Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 t 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-77 5-9006 

B1yan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

Help Wanied 
Sales Representatives for the 

Montague Reporter 
We are a non-profit, weekly print newspaper. 

We run ads for businesses throughout 
Franklin County. 

Commission-based pay. 
Interested parties should contact 

ads@montaguereporter.org or (413) 863-8666 
for more Information. 
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Fire Department in Need of New Recruits 
By DAVID DETMOLD Training and equipping new 

recmi.ts does not necessarily 
cost the town much in dol
lars and cents, but to lose 
promising young trainees is 
demoralizing in a depart
ment sorely in need of new 
blood, Olsen told the board. 
Several members of the 
committee said young peo
ple callllot afford to buy a 
home in Leverett, so they 
move elsewhere to find jobs 
and affordable housing. A 
plan to regi.onalize the 
Leverett fire department 
with the fire departments in 
Sunderland or Shutesbmy, 
for example, would do noth
ing to stem the attrition of 
retirement and the loss of 
young people in Leverett's 
own department. 

volume at present) or fire 
emergencies come in. 
D'Erri.co suggested this 
could be a paid fulltime fire
fighter, not necessarily the 
chief. 

Gill Rejects Spending Unexpectedly 
Robust Cash Reserves 

Within the next three to 
five years, forty-five percent 
of the town ofLeverett's call 
firefighters will be retiring, 
Peter Reich, a member of the 
town's recently appointed 
fire department study com
mittee, told the selectboard 
on Tuesday. Almost half of 
the 13 member crew is 
reaching the age where, 
"They are not comfortable 
canying 40 to 50 pounds of 
weight into a burning build
ing," said Reich, who added, 
"and there are not young 
people in town. That's the 
reality. Regionalization is 
not going to solve that." 

Like many towns in 
Franklin County, Leverett is 
confronted with the aging 
not only of its general popu
lation, but also of the people 
who make up its fire depart
ment. Although fire chief 
John Momzzi is still a few 
years from retirement, 
deputy chief Stewart Olsen, 
who is the department's 
training officer, will reach 
65 next month, and without 
a specific legal opinion that 
he can continue as the offi
cer responsible for training 
new recruits, Olsen told the 
board on Tuesday he would 
not be comfortable continu
ing in that role beyond the 
end of March. 

And though Leverett, like 
a number of other towns in 
the county, is examining the 
possibility of regionalizing 
its fire department with one 
or more of its neighboring 
communities, Reich and 
Olsen and other members of 
the study committee do not 
regard that approach as a 
sure cure for the problem. 

"Three times in the last 
ten years, we've put a new 
firefighter through the acad
emy and then they get hired 
elsewhere. They go and get a 
real job," said Olsen. 

POLICE from page 1 

Selectboard member 
Peter d 'Errico encouraged 
the study committee to pur
sue conversations with the 
fire chiefs and town admin
istrators of Shutesbmy and 
Sunderland anyway, and to 
keep current with the 
Franklin Regional Council 
of Goverllll1ent's proposal to 
study the potential for 
regi.onali.zati.on efforts 
among fire departments 
around the county. He also 
said the department and the 
study committee should 
focus on recruitment in 
town, through education and 
outreach vi.a the town's web
site, the newsletter, and 
other forums. The select
board will seek a legal opin
ion about the possibility of 
senior officers remaining 
with the force, at least in a 
training capacity, beyond the 
official retirement age, if 
they should want to. 

D'Erri.co also said, "You 
need to look at the alterna
tives. Maybe having some
one hired to be on duty dur
ing the day," to set the 
wheels in motion when med
ical calls ( 45 percent of the 
Leverett department's call 

The committee will con
tinue its research and plans 
to issue a report to the 
selectboard by the fall. 

The board heard budget 
presentations from police 
chief Gary Bi.lli.ngs and road 
boss Wi.II Stratford; both 
department heads offered 
nearly level funded budgets, 
with expected cost of living 
increases for employees and 
an $800 increase in the 
police department's line 
item for gas the only excep
tions. 

"We've been able to hold 
the line for the last several 
years, and it looks like we 
will be able to do the same 
this year," said Billings, who 
segued into a critical 
account of pending legisla
tion on Beacon Hill he said 
would institute a ban on high 
capacity magazines without 
an exception for law 
enforcement. If that bill 
were to become law as writ
ten, Billings said, it would 
cost the town money to 
replace departmental 
weapons, since a number of 
the officer's guns have a 
capacity for clips greater 
than the proposed 7 round 
limit. He was also critical of 
a proposal that would 
require each weapon in indi
vidual ownership to be 
insured separntely for $1 
mi.Ilion. He noted his depart
ment had handled four or 
five new gun permits in 
recent weeks. "That's kind 
of an upsurge for Leverett," 
Billings said, attributing the 
demand for new permits to a 
popular belief that access to 
guns would be tightened 
soon in Massachusetts, in 

see LEVERETT pg 8 

ance policies and if they are not in 
working order, it may affect insur
ance coverage. 

This led to the next question: 
how can citizens have an impact on 
comt processes for different sen
tencing? Drawing from his experi.- w 

u 
ence in professional police associ.a- ~ 
tions, Dodge advised citizens to :!i 
start with their local representatives ~ 
and ask them to push for legi.sla- ~ 
tion. i 

Another questioner asked what ~ 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

With a little over 
$207,000 already socked 
away in various stabilization 
accounts, the Gill selectboard 
was presented with an unex
pectedly robust balance of 
$211,047 in the town's free 
cash account as well on 
Monday. For the first ti.me in 
several years, the combined 
balance of the town's cash 
reserves is, at least for the 
moment, well in excess of 
the 10 percent of its roughly 
$3 million annual operating 
budget considered a safe 
minimum to meet tmantici
pated expenses. However, 
this good news comes none 
too soon against a backlog of 
delayed maintenance to town 
buildings and an aging fleet 
of fire department and high
way vehicles. 

Town administrative 
assistant Ray Purington told 
the boar·d this year's free 
cash account, certified by the 
state Department of Revenue 
last Thursday, is up by more 
than $117,000 over last 
year's total of $94,000. He 
attributed the rise to several 
factors, including long await
ed reimbursements from fed
eral and state disaster man
agement agencies for some 
of the town's costs in clean
ing up after tropical st01m 
Irene and the freak pre
Halloween snowstorm of 
2011. 

In addition to the $15,000 
windfall, if that is the proper 
term, for stonn cleanup, 
Purington listed better than 
anticipated growth in motor 
vehicle excise tax, property 
tax payments, trash sticker 
receipts and other local rev
enues for part of the gain, 
and noted that individual 
town departments, which the 
selectboard has kept on a 

strict austerity regimen 
through years of recession 
and negative or flat state aid, 
were still able to return 
$64,000 in unspent ftmds at 
the end of the last fiscal year, 
including $4,500 from last 
year·'s snow and ice accotmt, 
$13,000 from the three 
lar·gest departments - police, 
highway and fire - com
bined, and $14,500 from an 
overestimate in what the 
town would pay for trash 
removal. 

The selectboard discussed 
briefly how they would like 
to see free cash allocated this 
year·, with Purington remind
ing them, "We are getting 
better at weaning ourselves 
off of free cash to prop up the 
operating budget," but allow
ing that some amount of free 
cash would inevitably be put 
to that use again at annual 
town meeting. 

Selectboar·d member John 
Ward said he was not 
inclined to spend "one time 
money" on ongoing operat
ing expenses. And acting 
chair Randy Crochier (Ann 
Banash is on vacation) said, 
''I'd like some of that to land 
in stabilization, or in capital 
projects to some of these 
buildings. I'm not in favor of 
using it to backfill the budg
et." 

After the meeting, 
Purington noted, "There ar·e 
sti.11 a nmnber of hefty proj
ects to ftmd," including 

replacing at least one of the 
town's three aging fire 
engines soon, and one high
way tmck that is reaching the 
end of its life expectancy. In 
addition to the $52,780 new 
roof for town hall that RCI of 
Southampton has contracted 
to replace come spring, the 
town is also looking at need
ing to replace the roofs at the 
Riverside Municipal 
Building and the elementary 
school in the not too distant 
foture, Purington said. The 
boiler at the Riverside build
ing is nothing to write home 
about either. 

However, the town got 
another unexpected bit of 
good news on Monday. An 
energy audit for the 
Riverside building, the Slate 
Library, and town hall will be 
entirely paid for by a state 
Department of Energy 
Resources (DOER) grant in 
the amount of $9,340, allow
ing more of the approximate
ly $130,000 remaining in the 
town's Green Cotmnuni.ti.es 
grant to be spent on actually 
saving energy in those build
ings, once the audits identify 
the most efficient ways to do 
that. 

Purington said he found 
out about the possibility to 
apply for the new DOER 
grant on Jan. 30, received 
selectboard authorization to 
apply, wrote the grant on 
Monday, Feb. 4 and received 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE lEVERITT POLICE LOG 
Domestic Dispute and B & E 

02/04/13 removing off the road 
6:19 p.m. Report of a vehicle on Leverett 
domestic dipute at Road. 
Leverett Rd residence. 02/11/13 
Verbal only, peace 3:41 p.m. Assisted 
rest.ored. M.S.P. with a M/V 
02/@/13 accident on the 
12:00 p.m. Assisted Shutesbury side of the 
tow company in Shutesbury /Leverett 

town line. 
02/12/13 
I I:00 a.m. Reported 
B&E int.o a Chestnut 
Hill Road home 
Jewelry and silver serv
ice talcen. Under irwes
tigation 

Chief Dodge then took questions 
from the audience. One person 
asked if the break-ins were being 
done by "outsiders" from else
where. Dodge said he knew of only 
one instance where a robbery was 
committed by people driving a car 
with Vermont license plates. He felt 
sure most of the break-in activity 
was being done by local perpetra
tors. 

the MBA can do to help police. The 1'ii w 
answer was to report any suspicious 
activity they see to the police. 

An MBA member reminded the 
group that banks have overnight 
safety deposit boxes, so no business 
needs to leave its receipts on the 
premises, or risk taking them home. 

Ii: 
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Dt>Ji, eal in or take out, 

Bakery Sp('cialtjes, 

Another questioner asked why 
known breaking-and-entering 
offenders are not monitored by 
bracelets, as other types of repeat 
offenders are. Dodge replied that 
bracelets are used for the most vio
lent or for sex offenders, and that 
this is a decision of the comts. 
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Montague police seek Lance -
on two active warrants. 

Meal & Cheese, Natural Groccries:t11V1\Ufi.'I f ~nu·r""~r~. 
Suppknu-nts & BodJ Care hems, tl\n\,~U 1,~WIJUJ~mH 

@ J\lonlhl., s,,e-cials '" o, ... .,.,d, .ee .... , •• fl/ 

The final question dealt with the 
street lighting along Avenue A. 
Dodge acknowledged that it is quite 
dim in stretches, with some of the 
bulbs out and suggested the MBA 

write to the board of selectmen and 
to Tom Bergeron in the Depa1tment 
of Public Works. In his opinion, the 
problem is "economics," ! 

~ Miwkel Martoc i.[t. 
. CO.QPERATJVB 

Green Fields Market McCusker's Market 
144 Main St.,Greenfield 3 State Street, Shelburne Falls 

Mon-Fn 8-8 Open Daily 

not lack of concern or will. Iii Sat 9-6, Sun 10-5 7 a.m. to 7 pm. 
(413) 773-9567 (413) 625-9411 

www.franklincommunity.coop 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury .._ _______ _ 

P.O. Box 9 • Tmners Falls 
( 413) 77 4-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

Free Checking! ~ 
Free Cash! Free Gi~ ! 

~Iii Whats not to love? .t..B. ..... . .. 
(3 GREENF]!~~"~!'!!,~~~ .,~!,f!K 

www.greenfleldsavlngs.co 

Member fOIG • Member Olf 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

u.mnu.111cc11rthyiwr'-'"1lllu111Jc.',..;.,,,m1 

Since 18.95 

On the Common 
Gree,y,e/cl, ,W11ssac/J11sew 

11a·1u:,:1· F'alls, 1\1assadwstlts 

(413) 774-4808 
John C. Davis 

Direttor 

.ADIATOR = • 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gi 

illi~g 863-4049 1~~00-439-404 
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NOTES FROM THE SWIFT RIVER SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

District Seeks Inclusion In , , 

Nuclear Meltdown Zone 
By KATIE NOLAN 

WENDELL - The draft fiscal 
year 2014 (FY'l4) Swift River 
School budget of $1.88 million will 
be presented at a hearing on March 
7 at the Swift River Elementa1y 
school. The budget is 1.1 % higher 
than the FY' 13 budget. 

At its Feb. 7 meeting, the Swift 
River School committee approved 
using the alternative method for 
assessing the amounts owed by 
Wendell and New Salem for FY'l4. 
Under the alternative method, oper
ational costs are assessed based on 
the number of students attending 
from each town. The default statuto-
1y method assesses the towns based 
on the relative wealth of each town 
as determined by a state Department 
of Elementary and Seconda1y 
Education (DESE) fo1mula. 

Wendell committee member 
John Fitzgerald said that the 
Wendell regionalization planning 
committee had met with Erving 
regionalization planning committee 
member Beth Lux. According to 
Fitzgerald, the Erving planning 
committee would like to hire a con
sultant to evaluate financial and 
educational effects of regionaliza
tion and invited Wendell to join 
them and share costs. The Wendell 
cormnittee took no action on th.is 
plan. 

Fitzgerald said that the regional
ization planning committee that 
includes Union 28 (U28) towns 
Leverett and Shutesbmy will vote 
March 9 about going fo1ward with a 
plan to regionalize with the 
Amherst-Pelham regional school 
district. If the cormnittee votes pos
itively, a regional governance plan 

Ou.ter~1,Ace l3An~ 
Rt. 63 Road house 

Millers Falls 

Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 p.m. 

$13/advance 
$15/door 

Tickets Available at World 
Eye Bookshop and the 

Roadhouse 

will be developed, and residents of 
the four towns may be able to vote 
on a regionalization plan in 
November. If Leverett and 
Shutesbmy decide to leave U28, the 
remaining towns (Wendell, New 
Salem, Erving) would have difficul
ty funding it. 

Swift River committee chair 
Michael Yohan of New Salem said 
that the New Salem town moderator 
has not yet appointed any members 
to its regionalization planning com
rnittee. 

The cormnittee approved sending 
a letter to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Cormnission asking for an increase 
of the evacuation zone from 10 to 50 
1niles in the event of a radiological 
emergency at Entergy's Vermont 
Yankee plant in Vernon, VT. In 
addition, the letter asks that Entergy 
provide funding to help schools 
develop plans for their responses to 
a radiological emergency. Wendell 
representative Johanna Ba1tlett, who 
is also the representative to the 
Mahar school committee, said that 
the Maliar committee has approved 
sending a sirnilar letter to the NRC. 

U28 superintendent Joan 
Wickman told the committee that 
the U28 joint committee had 
approved a $543,428 FY'l4 budget. 
Wickman informed the cormnittee 
that under a recent law, Chapter 222, 
a school that suspends or expels a 
student is required to continue to 
provide educational services for the 
student. Wickman said that the 
Leverett selectboard had petitioned 
the state protesting this requirement, 
and State Auditor Suzanne Bump 
had rnled that it is an unfunded man
date and, therefore, a state rather 
than a school district, obligation. 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 

Please email: poetry@mon

taguereporter.org for con

sideration in the monthly 

Poetry Page. Include 25-

word bio. Poems may also 

be posted to Montague 

Reporter, 58 4th Street, 

Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience 

necessary~ as a poet. 

Dear Clio, 
Lately I can't fall asleep at 

night. You see I have a problem, 
and I keep turning it over in my 
mind. I lie there in the dark, my 
heart racing, worrying that I will 
make the wrong choice. 

During the day I can't concen
trate. Maybe it's just lack of sleep, 
but I think it's because I can't stop 
thinking about this situation and 
playing out different scenarios in 
my rnind. I'm distracted all the 
time! My coworkers ask me what's 
wrong, but I can't confide in them. 

Of course I could talk to my 
farnily, but at this point I think they 
are sick of hearing about my trou
bles. I can't ask my friends for 
advice, either. They are too close to 

MASSACHUSETTS 
BOATING BASICS 

COURSE 

Montague Police Department 
180 Turnpike Road 

Dates: March 13, 19, 27, and 
April 3 

Attendees must attend all dates. 

Time: 6 - 9 p.m. 
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Boat Massachusetts is offered i 
c.:i 

to the public at no charge. ~ 
The purpose of Boat ~ 

Massachusetts is to foster safe "' 
boat operation by increasing 
awareness of required safety 
equipment, safe boating prac
tices and legal responsibilities. 
Students must be at least 12 

years old. 
All graduates will be issued a 

Safety Certificate. 

Registration is Required. 
Register online at: 

v.rww.mass.gov / ole. 
*CLICK ON BOAT AND 
RECREATION VEHICLE 

SAFETY BUREAU* 

This course is provided 
through the coordinated 

efforts of the l\i1ASSACHU
SETTS ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICE and MONTAGUE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

To contact the 
Massachusetts 

Environmental Police Boat 
and Recreation Vehicle 

Safety Bureau by phone, 
call (508) 564-4961. 

the situation. I'm so confused, 
Clio. I just need the right person to 
talk to, someone objective who can 
point me down the right path, 
someone to listen and tell me that 
I'm not crazy! 

Any advice? 

Dear CS, 

Sincerely, 
Can't Sleep 

I think you ar·e right that telling 
someone about your problem could 
be therapeutic. The fears and 
doubts racing around your mind 
each night will be easier to conquer 
if you first write them down - in a 
letter to me. I am starting a newspa
per column in the Montague 
Repo1ter and hope that people like 

you will write and share your wor
ries - anonymously - with me and 
with local readers. Interpersonal 
problems, moral questions, any
thing that is causing you stress, is 
just what I am looking for! Since 
we all live with worries arid insecu
rity, our readers will appreciate 
your honesty. It may give them the 
courage to face anxiety of their 
own. 

I promise to respond with empa
thy and never to be preachy. I 
might even have some good advice 
for you! Send your letters to: edi
tor@montaguereporter.org or by 
post to: 58 4th Street, Turners, MA 
01376. 

Yours, 
Clio 

Mountain Lions with Sue Morse 
Join tracker and photographer 

Sue Morse for an evening presen
tation on Mountain Lions on 
Friday, Feb. 22 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Easthampton. Morse is an expert 
in natural history and tracking. 
Morse has been monitoring 
wildlife and interpreting wildlife 
habitat use since 1977. Her 
research has focused on cougar, 
bobcat, black bear, and Canada 
lynx. Morse will talk about the 
natural histo1y of the mountain 
lion, her resear·ch in the Western 
states, and claims of cougars here 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERS! 
;!lflontague fuporter 

58 4th Street 
TurnersD 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

in the east, both now arid in the 
future. Morse's stunning photog
raphy alone is wo1th coining for! 

This program, for ages 16 and 
older, is co-sponsored with 
Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment, Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary/Mass Audubon and 
Northfield Mountain Recreation 
and Environmental Center. Pre
registration is required by calling 
Arcadia at (413) 584-3009 or 
online at www massaudubon.org 
In case of inclement weather can
cellation call after 3 p.m. on Feb. 
22. $ 

Please shop locally 

Support 
ifllontague Reporter 

advertisers 
Tell them you saw it in the 

lv1ontague Rep011er! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

No POWER? No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield - 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

Yourloca 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
------~•----------- ---

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays; 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Qr:li JCll111~on. CQr(f Olm 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41'3-£;6•J.,)'j'J6 • Geri)ohn;on!• Rraltor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS /Certified Residenthl Spec.la/Isl) 
nit 4% of all REALIDRS hold this prestigioos ooignation. 

The CRS IS my badge of ex,:ertiseand )OUf s.\ie/d 01 
ssurance. Put iour trust 10 the best lo ~t tht job dooe. 
Vh«her ruying selli~g or refermg, Jlwa1s choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS '30 ~WIS •i t'('f.•I•w-r .. 

a 
ul~M\4M!,i15 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
Niiiliii■!M (41:f) 863-9736 • ,~,vW.GJAR.COM 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.corn 44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
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Treacle & Ink: on putting the poems of Lewis Carroll to Music 
By DANIEL HALES 

Lewis Ca1rnll clearly intended 
Wonderland and the Looking Glass 
World to be musical as much as they 
are magical places. Even when char
acters aren't breaking into song, the 
poems they recite have such a musi
cal quality to them, all you have to 
do is read the words out loud to hear 
them sing ("O frabjous day! 
Cal/ooh! Callay!"). When I began 
this project, the first thing I wanted 
to make sure of was that I figured 
out how each poem sang to me 
straight off the pages of the books. 
I've carefully avoided listening to 
any other poem-song adaptations. I 
haven't watched any of the film 
adaptations in years. 

Of course Alice has so deeply 
penneated pop culture, it's absolute
ly impossible not to pick up external 
influences. Fortunately, no one's 
Alice, or Cheshire Cat, or 
Caterpillar is exactly the same. 

One of the most striking things 
about Alice in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking Glass is how 
many different associations people 
have with these classic stories. 
Obviously this is partly due to the 
abundance of film and stage ver
sions, each emphasizing (and alter
ing) different aspects of the books. 
And of course the books themselves 
encourage it; each of Alice's 
encounters is an invitation to the 
reader for interpretation and reinter
pretation. 

Therefore, in putting the poems 
from these stories to music, I want
ed to tty and produce a soundtrack 
that felt coherent and unified, and -
simultaneously - to create as eclec
tic a mash-up of genres and insttu
mentation as possible. I wanted 
waltzes that wouldn't sound out of 
place in a Victorian drawing room, 
and psychedelic rockers that would 
get the party started at the maddest 

Nofl RES Awarded 
Community Innovation 

Challenge Grant 
The Patrick Administration 

announced the recipients of the 
Community Illllovation Challenge 
grants for fiscal 2013. 

The Northwestern Juvenile Fire 
Intervention, Response, and 
Education (NoFIRES) program was 
awarded $63,750 and will be 
administered by the Hampshire 
Council of Governments under the 
leadership of the No1thwestem 
District Attorney's Office in collab
oration with the City of Holyoke 
and the Towns of Athol, Erving, 
New Salem, Orange, Petersham, 
Phillipston, Royalston, Wa1wick, 
and Wendell. 

No1thwestern DistI'i.ct Attorney 
David E. Sullivan fonnally accept
ed the grant at the Statehouse in 
Boston. "This is a tremendous 
boost to NoFIRES and will allow 
us to bring Holyoke, Petersham, 
Phillipston, and Royalston into the 
program," Sullivan said. 

NoFIRES' core mission is to 
protect our youth, their families, 
and the commmlities in which they 
live from the dangerous and some
times fatal act of setting fires. 
NoFIRES is committed to provid
ing a consistent, coordinated, and 
appropriate response to youths 
through the age of 16 who set fires 
or engage in fire-related behavior. 

Servant's Hands 
Massage Therapy 
First Session: 112 Price! 

(with this coupon) 
- Chair & Table Massage 
- Relaxing Swedish 
- Individualized 
- Deep Tissue 
- $25/ 1/2 hr 
- $4011 hr 

Kelly Bourd 
Bradford Hall Ca 

21st centuty mad tea party. 
I also want to make sure my pres

entation and our performances of 
the songs emphasized the pointed 
social and political satire that almost 
always lies just beneath the surface 
of poems that are, at times, dis
missed as "amusing nonsense." 
Cairoll takes on economic inequity, 
class privilege, ageism, and 
hypocrisy with so much wit and 
humor, it can be easy to laugh your 
way right past it. The best example 
of tllis is probably "A-sitting On a 
Gate (The Wllite Knight's Song)" in 
which a vain, navel-gazing, aristo
crat repeatedly demands that an 
"aged aged" working man explain 
how he earns his living, but is too 
self-involved to hear the man's 
answer: 

... He said "I go my ways, 
And when I find a mountain-rill 
I set it in a blaze. 
And thence they make a stuff 
they call 
Rowland's Macassar oil -

''Your Hair Wants Cutting'~from left to right, Ashlry Blom as Alice, Gilana Chelimsli:J as the March Hare, 
Jeremiah Solomon as the Dormouse, and Michael Glazier as the i\1.ad Hatter. Alice in Wonderland 

Yet twopence-halfpenny is all 
They give me for my toil. " 

will be peiformed by the New Renaissance Plf!Yers at the Shea Theater this weekend and next. 
to conveying the sheer fun and rau- of them out myself, and he's not 
cous energy of Ca1rnll's words and I've saved the best for last. My telling.) 
worlds. adaptations of these poems would We hope to go into the studio to 

But I was thinking of a way 
To feed oneself on batter, 
And so go on from day to day 
Getting a little fatter ... 

Most importantly (to me, at 
least), I saw an opportunity to 
explore some of the stories' more 
nuanced moods and textures, subtler 
shades that can get lost in adapta
tions that attempt to make Alice in 
Wonderland into a zany Technicolor 
joyride. Alice is often bullied and 
manipulated by grown-ups (never 
mind the fact that they're usually 
animals, chess pieces, or playing 
cards). Alice is often lonely, scared, 
and confused. I wanted to make sure 
the songs reflected these more com
plicated states of being, in addition 

In the two original songs I wrote be one dimensional stage facades record fifteen of these songs for our 
for this production, "Push Them without the contributions of my next album ("Contrariwise" or 
Into The Wishing Well" and wonde1ful and talented band-mates. "Treacle And Ink" - which title do 
"Contt·ariwise," I attempt to give Ivan and James give these songs you like better?) in March. For more 
innocent Alice (and anyone else, for their pulse, their swagger, the swing infonnation, or to help us fund this 
that matter) the best advice I have to in their step. And the brilliant (no, album by buying one of our first 
offer when confronting the phoni- really) viola a1nngements com- two albums, visit: www.the
ness and crnelties of the adult posed by James, and beautifully per- frostheaves.com. 
world: don't conform, think for fo1med by Anna, totally blow my 
yourself, and stand up for yourself: mind. I'll end with a challenge and a 

If you 're hoping to pass through 
the looking glass, go at it contrary, 
contrariwise 

If you 're hoping to peek past the 
scenery, try looking contrary, con
trariwise 

Step off the path, pet the Cheshire 
Cat, but pet it contrary, contrari-
,vise. 

special offer: our complete discog
raphy, a lifetime's supply of treacle, 
and backstage passes for our next 
show at Carnegie Hall to anyone 
who can name every pop tune, jin
gle, and drinking song quoted in 
James' viola arrangement for "A
Sitting on a Gate". (You'll have to 
confum your guesses with James, 
however, since I haven't figured all 

Greenfield Community College Art Student 
Recognized in National Competition 

Three years ago, Susan 
Valentine's experience with paint 
involved painting walls in her house. 
Today, Susan is a Greenfield 
Commmlity College painting student 
whose work has been recognized in a 
national contest. Her oil painting, 
"Daylily 2," won second place in The 
Altist's Magazine's 2012 Alt 
Competition for Student Still 
Life/Floral and is featut·ed in the 
Januaiy 2013 issue. 

closely at the world around her. 
Ask GCC Alt Departtnent Chair 

Paul Lindale and he'll say, "Susan is 
a prime example of someone who 
embraces the opportunities offered to 
students at GCC and applies hard 
work and dedication to her a1t." 

Alice in Wonderland is directed 
by Jillian Morgan. Performance 
dates are Friday, Feb. 15 at 7:30 pm, 
Satut·day, Feb. 16 and Sunday, Feb. 
17 at 3 pm. And the following week
end Friday, Feb. 22 at 7:30 pm, 
Satut·day the 23rd, and Sunday the 
24th at 3 pm. 

To purchase advance tickets, 
contact emoonily@hotmail.com or 
(413)522-8616 or www.theshea.org. 

How did Valentine become an 
award-winning painter in just two 
years? 

Valentine studied graphic design 
at GCC from 2007 until 2010 and 
works as a graphic designer. A web
site client, artist Robin Keller, 
ba1tered paintings for Valentine's 
work. Valentine asked Keller to teach 
her to paint. From Keller, she learned 
the mechanics of working in ac1ylic 
and became completely enveloped 
by the expe11.ence. 

Dqyli!J 2 - painting by Susan Valentine 

Ask Valentine and she'll say it 
was an organic process growing from 
a lifelong interest in a1t and looking In 2010, hearing a GCC fii.end 

enthuse about a painting course, 
Valentine thought, ''I want to take 
that class." Valentine emailed the 
inst111ctor to ask to be allowed into 

Local Handcrafted Cedar 
Meditation 5enches and Altars 

Sacred inlaid designs, custom available. 

R,ick_y l)aruc Solidarit_y Handworks 
Seeds of Solidarit_y Orange, MA 97s-,-++-n6+ 

• BAKER==-> 
Office Supply 

Many Fine Gifts 

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

Regency Fireplace Pt·oducts 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy to choose the right unit 
to suit your lifestyle. 

www.shanahansupply.com 
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnen Falls 

Member Lino 
Carpet 

The Flooring Network. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

the class without prerequisites. The 
next morning, Professor Penne Krol 
emailed saying, "Just come." 

Commenting on her process, 
Valentine said, "Composition is what 
catches me. I take photos of my gar
den for the beauty of it, how the sun 
shines on top of a petal and how that 
light flows onto another flower. That 
daylily looked like joy." 

Valentine tlui.ves in the collabora
tive enviromnent of the GCC paint
ing studio. She said, "I'll be leanling 
about value (from light to dark) and 
satut·ation (from gray to brilliant) for 
tl1e rest of my life. One lesson I've 
learned at GCC is that if there is 
something you want to do, do it. And, 
find community witl1in which to do 
it.,, 

Visit www.susanvalentinerut.com. 

l{oundabout 
Books 

i 

Explore 
10,000 Books 

Under $3 
Saturdays 12-5 

(413) 773-0820 
26 I<enwood, Greenfield 

www.roundaboutbookstore.com 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MERING 

F.L. Roberts Gets Green Light on 
Wine and Malt Application 

By PATRICIA PRUITT will all other sales staff. The stocked in a cooler would be 

At the Monday selectboard 
meeting, the lawyer for F.L. 
Roberts Michael Snyder, pre
sented his client's interest in 
expanding his business on 3rd 
Street to include liquor sales, 
and highlighted the compa
ny's experience operating four 
successfol stores with alcohol 
sales. 

Before opening the liquor 
license hearing on F.L. 
Robe1ts, Montague select
board chailman Chris 
Boutwell recused himself to 
avoid any possible conflict of 
interest because he works for 
a liquor distributor. The board 
appointed select member 
Mark Fairbrother as tempo
rary chair for the license hear
ing. Select member Pat Allen 
opened the hearing by saying 
she didn't feel inclined to 
approve another venue for 
liquor sales and would have to 
be persuaded. 

Snyder emphasized that 
Bradford Manton, store man
ager, has completed his TIPS 
(Training for Intervention 
Procedures) trailling, the legal 
requil·ement for the se1vice 
and sale of alcohol. The assis
tant manager who is on the 
premises 45 to 50 hours a 
week will also train in TIPS as 

company district manager, 
Ray Cross, stressed that his 
company has a zero tolerance 
policy for not carding, and any 
slip ups result in immediate 
dismissal of the staff person. 
Upon hiring, eve1y staff per
son signs the zero tolerance 
policy, so eve1yone knows 
what to expect. 

There were several con
cerns raised from the audience 
in the selectmen's room. 
Buildil1g Inspector David 
Jenson felt it was a less than 
ideal location for liquor sales 
and would expand the tunes 
sales could be made from 9 
p m., as it is in the other liquor 
sales locations, to 11 p.m. 
Town Planner Walter Ramsey 
spoke as a resident of the L 
Street neighborhood. He said 
he felt adding more liquor 
sales would not be an asset to 
the immediate residential area. 
The present locations of liquor 
availability did not constitute 
an inconvenience as it stood 
now. Chief of Police Chip 
Dodge said his main concern 
was the likelihood of children 
entering a venue with alcohol 
freely displayed. It's impor
tant that the alcohol products 
be in plain sight of the store 
employees. Yet, Dodge felt 
that alcoholic beverages 

observable. Cross said floor 
displays would be for larger 
quantities il1 heavy packag
ing. In the end, Allen made a 
motion to approve the license 
request by F. L. Robe1ts & 
Company and both select
men approved it. 

In other business, the 
board approved the 19 draft 
articles for the wa1rnnt of the 
special town meeting on Feb. 
28th at 6:30 in the Turners 
Falls High School cafeteria. 
They also set the date for the 
annual town Meeting for 
May 4 at 9 a.m., with a spe
cial town meeting set for 
8:30 a.m. on the same day 
before the ammal meeting. 

The selectmen also ce1ti
fied the official population 
count for Montague at 8,532, 
based on the figure from the 
2012 census. 

In other announcements 
the Massachusetts Municipal 
Associate (MMA) will hold 
its legislative breakfast meet
ing on March 1, at the 
Whately town hall. 

The First Light power 
company has set the dates for 
the annual draw down of the 
Turners Falls canal for 
Saturday, Sep. 30 through 
Oct. 5, 2013. 

HIGHUGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Hit & Run and Tree Cleared 
w~"day 1/30 
2:54 a.m. Intoxicated 
male subject outside 
Franklin Emergency 
Shelter on Farren 
Avenue. Subject taken 
into protective custody. 
4:41 a.m. Single car acci
dent at Federal Street 
and Lake Pleasant Road 
on Route 63. Damaged 
vehicle off road into tree. 
Person transferred and 
vehicle towed. 
3:28 p.m. Shoplifting at 
F.L. Roberts in Turners 
Falls. 
10:03 .m. 

~; 
motor vehicle with a sus
pended license. 
Thuisday 1/31 
5:15 a.m. Tree in the 
road on Main Street in 
the center of Montague. 
Tree cleared. 
7 :43 a.m. Shoplifting at 
F.L. Roberts in Turners 
Falls. 
2:10 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance, • Central 
Street, Turners Falls. 
5:52 .m. 

arreste at s res1 ence 
on a warrant. 

6:40 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance investigated at 
144 3rd Street, Turners 
Falls. 
Friday 2/1 
I:59 a.m. Domestic dis
turbance at - 4th 
Street, Turners Falls. 
8:16 a.m. Medical emer
gency at Carroll's Market 
in Millers Falls. 
Removed to hospital. 
I 0:26 p.m. Officer 
requested at Franklin 
County Technical 
School. 
S.turday 2/2 
I:50 p.m. Assault at 
Farren Care Center. 

5:00 p.m. Domestic dis
turbance on 3rd Street, 
Turners Falls. 
Sunday2/3 
7:43 p.m. Medical emer
gency at 2nd Street 
Bakery in Turners Falls. 
Removed to hospital. 
Monday2/4 
10:08 a.m. Hit and run 
accident, top of the hill 
on 7th Street, Turners 
Falls. No injuries report
ed. 
10:14 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance resulting in 
~rty destruction at 
~ Street, Turners 
Falls. 

GILL from page 5 
word of approval from the 
state the ve1y next day, on 
Feb. 5. Puril1gton told the 
board, "That was pretty 
amazmg. I think the folks in 
Boston like what we're 
doing. They like our enthusi
asm." 

In other news, the board 
plans to urge the Franklin 
Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG) to 
allocate staff time to raising 
regional concerns about the 
pending relicensure of First 
Light Power's Northfield 
Mountain Pumped Hydro 
facility and the Turners Falls 
Dam, but appeared to back 
off an earlier proposal to 
have the town of Gill call a 
"stakeholders meeting" to 
allow local landowners to 
coordinate with town govern
ment and other interested 
patties in providil1g formal 
input on the five-year reli
censing process. 
Selectboardmember Ward 
will work with the town con
servation commission to 

LEVERETT from page 5 
the wake of recent national 
episodes of gun violence. 

Billings added that his 
department has been assisting 
the Leverett Elementa1y 
School in reviewing and 
tightening its security policies 
since the elementaiy school 
shooting il1 Connecticut il1 
December that left 20 stu
dents and six staff members 
dead. He said school children 
ai·e used to fire drills, and they 
would now get used to safety 
drills as well. "People are 
going to have to get used to 
changes," he said. ''There will 
be more to come." 

Although Stratford was 
able to offer ai1 essentially 
level fonded budget, other 
than anticipated cost of living 
increases for highway depait
ment employees, he did offer 
two capital projects for spe
cial article consideration at 
annual town meeting in April 
- one for about $16,500 to 
replace the highway's failing 

come up with a draft of the 
town's position on relicens
ing, however. 

The boai·d decided to wait 
for il1put from the fire depait
ment before weiglling in on a 
proposal by the Franklin 
County Fire Chiefs 
Association, which seeks 
FRCOG funding to study the 
potential for regionalizing 
firefighting services in the 
county. The board will wait 
for fumer figures to decide 
whether to suppo1t a proposal 
by the Franklin Regional 
Retfrement System to allow a 
3 percent cost of living 
increase for retirees in the 
system this year. Town 
employees ai·e being recom
mended for a 1. 7 percent cost 
of living adjustment (COLA) 
th.is year, Crochier noted, but 
Puril1gton poil1ted out that 
only a percentage of a 
retil'ee's total pension is sub
ject to cost of living adjust
ments. Gill has about "three 
or four" retirees in the sys
tem, and seven active 
employees enrolled, 

fuel pumps, and one for 
$140,000 to purchase a new 
six wheel dump tmck, to 
replace the depa1tment's 1998 
dump tmck. 

But after some discussion, 
Stratford allowed, 
"Sometimes I think, just give 
me $40,000 and I'll rebuild 
it," refen-ing to the 1998 
tmck, which he said is well 
built, with minimal mst, and 
80,000 hard miles on the 
odometer. 

Stratford said he would 
come in at another occasion 
to discuss repair of several 
bridges in town, which has 
been an ongoing topic of con
cern given tightening state 
regulations. The bridges of 
ilnmediate concern are all in 
the Moores Comer area of 
Leverett - on Dudleyville 
Road, Mill Yai·d Road, and 
Coke Kiln Road. 

D'Enico said he would 
like to coordinate with 
Stratford and with utility 
companies operating tree 
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Purington said, and if the 3 
percent COLA were 
approved, it would cost the 
town a bit over $1,000, on top 
of the roughly $70,000 the 
town already pays into the 
retiree system. 

The boai·d took issue with 
a decision by the fire depart
ment to use a $2,500 Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency grant to purchase a 
"sma1t board" for the public 
safety complex meeting 
room. "You'll drag me kick
il1g and screaming il1to the 
21st centmy," said Wai·d, who 
questioned whether the 
money could not have been 
better spent. "Is the sma1t 
board the sma1test thing to 
spend the $2500 on?" he 
asked. Crochier wondered 
with the purchase would wind 
up costing the town more in 
maintenance down the line. 
'Tm just afraid we're buying 
an expense," said Crochier, 
who added, "Give me old 
fashioned stuff I 
know how to use." 

trimnling se1vices in town to 
make sure all the lines that 
will suppo1t the town's pro
posed high speed mmlicipal 
fiber optic network are as free 
as possible from the threat of 
falling limbs, and fallil1g 
trees. 

"It will be tough if we're 
talking about taking a lot of 
trees," said Stratford. 

"We're ready to take the 
heat," said d'Errico. 

On that note, the town con
tinues to experience almost 
daily breakdowns of the new 
furnaces, installed factory 
dfre.ct from Adams 
Manufacturing in Ohio by 
Siemens Building 
Technologies in a town hall 
efficiency upgrade two years 
ago. D'Enico said, half jok
il1gly, the selectboard was 
considering asking Siemens 
to remove the two faulty fur
naces and replace them with 
German made alter-
natives instead. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

2SMill=Fall,Ro: 1z \S' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.1ulnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
IS2AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office 011 the c.omer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

, 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Streel 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::::;:i 
CHEVROLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe ~lnox 1)-a,•erse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Stevco Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

"We Know Entertafnmentw 

* frt:_e CcllLf/1/Jatu,,, 

• State of 1/ie Art Sou111I 
• 8e.\1 M11Sit: fer all 11ges!Occa.fiom, 
• Karanlre System R,mtal 
• ReaM11ab/e Rates 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ 1~1£n.Of ~ 
Easy in-to'Nn location srri51 , f 
Secure 24-hour access 1\lpt\ClS 

OFFICE AT SO CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venoors 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

•HDUI PICKLES I 
Natwrall~ Fermented & Ran) 

We're going co-op! 
Read all about it at: 

www.rea1pick1es.com 

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

("'"®I ,, ... m ........ .,,ogy ~r-. old-fashioned personal service 

!NNN}l~~ 27 YIARJ' OF .MAKING COPUI 
lMJNJ ))JWJ' AND ITIJ.L TIU OlUGIMAL! 

W.~ln.........,,.._ 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Eel.son 4,13.863.446~ 

Negus ay orl Inc. 
Monuments '!!f',_!/J!fl'!]YC 
People often come lo see us 
becouse their f:)Ol'enls 
ond their grandparents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
thoi kind of loyalty, 
ond we work ho,rd to keep it. 
- Gory and Nancy Melen 

~"1- µ,~ 
,- We engrc:ve 'f 

t11emories l that last fa1·e11er j 

-ibe perfect remembrance' 

MAIN OFFICE 773-9552 
10 MUI Street, Greenfield, MA 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLJ\N & 0
1

013\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to goN 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License # 1 31 7 5 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINME Valley Guitar Orchestra, with 
Peter Blanchette, director. 20 
acoustic and electric guitars per-

ALL THE TIME: 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 

Falls: 

The Millers Falls Library Club: Free 
after school program. 3:30 to 4:45 
p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Free Texas Hold 'em Poker tourna
ment, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and their 
families are invited to come enjoy 
stories, crafts, music, activities and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 
p.m to midnight. Free. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Carnegie Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll and 
Laurie Davidson. Children and their 
caregivers are invited. 10 to 11 a.m. 
Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, and 
Schultzy from Curly Fingers Dupree 
Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. Free. 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

- form classical and contemporary 
~ compositions. 8 p.m., $ 
~ Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Josh 
~ Levangie & the Mud, Blood & 
~ Beer Band, singing all your 
a Johnny Cash favorites and more, 
:::, 

- 8 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
- -" 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 
EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 
p.m. 
ART SHOWS: 
Great Falls Discovery Center, open 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 2 through MARCH 
31 
Nina's Nook, Avenue A, Turners 
Falls: Sensual>Sexual>Smut. 
Erotic art by local artists. Open 4 to 
9 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 14 for 
Valentine's Day! 

-~ Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
.., Falls: The Whiteboards, classic 
rock. 9:30 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Lily 
Henley, vocalist and fiddle player, 
cross-cultural folk. With Laura 
Cortese opening. 9:30 p.m., $ 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Kudzu, 
reggae. 9:30 p.m., free. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
Live from the Metropolitan Opera in 
HD: Verdi's Rigoletto. 12:55 p.m. $ 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 

Players. 3 p.m. $ 
Montague Grange: Gender 
Role Free Contra Dance. 
Please bring soft-soled 
non-street shoes to protect 
the wooden dance floor. 7 
to 10 p.m. $. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Fancy Trash, indie 
folk rock, and Wishbone 
Zoe, junkyard rock, 7:30 

----p.m. 
''What've you got?": Rebel Without A Cause Arts Block Cafe, 
screens at the Montague Bookmill this Sundqy. Greenfield: Walter Strauss, 

LOCAL EVENTS: 
THURSDA~FEBRUARY14 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Allie Farris, piano-driven classic 
rock. Northeast debut. 8 p.m., free. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Roosters, classic rock dance music 
by Bruce Scofield and Mark Feller, 
8 to 10:30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
Bruce's Browser, Athol, MA: Film 
Screening, Freedom Riders, civil 
rights movement documentary. 
6:30 p.m., free. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 
Players. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Equalites, reggae, 8 p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Happy 

master guitarist, with Here 
Come The Foxes opening. 8 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Ottomatic 
Slim, Chicago-style blues, 9 to 
11:30 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Outerspace Band. Tickets avail
able. 9:30 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rockit 
Queer, dance party with DJ 
Funkadelic Fern. 9:30 p.m., $ 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Pat Hull, folk, 2 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Lewis 
Carroll's Alice in Wonderland. 
Staged by the New Renaissance 
Players. 3 p.m. $ 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Dead of Winter Film Series, 
Rebel Without a Cause (1955, dir. 

qissance IB:1iders 

Nicholas Ray). 7 p.m., free. 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: John 
Sheldon, up close & personal set, 8 
to 10 p.m. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo 
night. 8 p.m. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Tracks & Skulls. Learn about ani
mal tracks and skulls with Dawn 
Ward. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Free. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
Downtown building, Greenfield 
Community College: Senior 
Symposium, Global Climate 
Change and the Pioneer Valley. 
Presented by Julie Brigham-Grette, 
Professor of Geosciences at 
UMass. Call (413) 775-1661 to pre
register. 2 to 4 p.m., $ 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Quiznite with Quizmaster Alex. 8 
p.m. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault & Friends, acoustic rock, 8 
to 10 p.m. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz. 8 p.m., free. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
Sloan Theater, Main Campus, 
GCC: Roots of Peace Speaker 
Series. Marian Ketner, animal rights 
advocate. 1 to 2:30 p.m., free and 
open to the public. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Cafe 
Buenos Aires. Chamber ensemble 
plays Argentinean composers; 
Tango dancers. 6:30 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Gumbo 
Diablo, latin, new orleans r&b, 
roots, rock and reggae. 9 to 11 :30 
p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Rock 201, classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 
CALL for PHOTO SUBMISSIONS 
Four Seasons on the Leverett 
Trails. March and April exhibit at the 
Leverett Library. Sponsored by the 
Leverett Trails Committee. See 
www.rattlesnakeguttertrust.org/trail 
sf photo-exhibit/ for more informa
tion. Deadline February 15. 
CALL for POETRY SUBMIS
SIONS 
Slate Roof Press, Greenfield: 1st 
Annual Poetry Chapbook Contest. 
Winner will become an active mem
ber and have a limited-edition, art
quality chapbook published by 

9 

Slate Roof, a member-run non-prof
it collaborative. $20 reading fee. 
Deadline has been extended to 
February 15. Visit 
slateroofpress.com for more info. 

r~J ... l\ r K 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 
Fol· info1mation: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Draft 
Beer Fine Wine 

Thursday, 2/14 8 to 10:30 p.m. 
Tl1e Roosters, classic rock 

Friday, 2/15 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Josh Levangie & Band 

Sttturdtty, 2/16 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
Ottomatic Slim, Chicttgo-style blues 

Sunday, 2/1 7 8 to 10 p.m. 
Jolm Sheldon, up close & personal 

978-544-BREW 
S 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

www.Dejo.BrewPub.com 

THURS 2/14 
(no show, just a quiet, 
romantic evening for 
you and your sweetie) 

FRI 2/ 15 9:30 FREE 
KUDZU freggaeJ 

SAT 2/ 16 9:30 $3 
ROCKIT QUEER 

lTHE dance party) 

MON 2/ 18 8pm FREE 
BINGO!!! 

7 8 THIID STREET 
TURIERS FILLS, Ml 
IIIIIUVOUSTfMl.CGM 
TEL:413-863-2166 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SR€S, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: !413) 83~-4444 
~alitp, freftsmanship, ©riginal G/1wug1ir ~ 30 Montague St. ~ 

~ TURNERS FALLS 7 75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: 14131863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEs1ate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDIVARDSTREE.COM j,. 
Wendell, MA ,, it r 

Serving Hampshire And franklin Counlle~ '\,, l.1~·~f!Jtlr. 

Gl"eenfield ~ -operative: a 
Bank 

II Groat Financial Partner "'19 
BestLocalBank.com 

Reach All Locations 772-0293 
Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

MEMBER FlllC 
~EMBERSIF 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• Sp~,';!;"t;.~!~! ~!9.!. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

C?-:__ . Brian R. San Soucie 
~~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the A,ea /or over 25 yea,s Certified• Bohdcd• l1Jst1r,-r/ 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
26 Mon1ag\Je s1,.,et 

Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• Household Lock Sets Bvcip4U 290·1162 
863-2471 • We Master Key & Re-Key 

• Safe Combfnations Changed fax 863-8022 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

o. r;,l·na 's Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

:Nooft 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat.: 1 -6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

t!RSATIVS HAIRt!UTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlORC 

Men, Women S. ~hltdl'ett 

!r..wtsr~~ ~-c~-~~-'. a-_~~~ 

Gift eetfifieates Available 
863-2022 

Matte ea.dine 74 PROCPSeT ff. 
Rlehatcl IHGeotge (Thursdays) TURNSRC FALLC 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Ma;n Streec, Green(teld • 413-774-3500 • green{leld@copycn1princshop.com 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

By LESLIE BROWN 

Part 1 
Ten hours after our much 

delayed departure we arrive. A thir
ty minute taxi ride from the 
Guadalajara airpo1t and we are let 
in to our rented casita, 11 :30 p.m. 
Mexican time. 

After a day of huny and wait, 
missing connections and disap
pointing our waiting Mexican driv
er, we sip Chardonnay in celebra
tion and then gratefully fall into 
bed. We have bounced anxiously 
from Bradley to Newark, missing 
our connection to Houston, waited 
another hour and a half, eaten poor 
airport food and then surprisingly, 
slipped through Mexican customs 
as if greased. As quickly as we 
have rnshed through our Ame1ican 
day, here we begin to slow down. 

We are in Ajijic, a small town 
west of Guadalajara, situated on 
Mexico's largest inland body of 
water, Lake Chapala. The town is 
ringed by mountains, dark blue in 
the moming and velvet rose to pur
ple at night. The casita is charming
ly seated on a tiled patio 1inged by 
roses, cacti, flowering vines of 
unknown names and of course, 
palms. We have a seating area there 
in front of the living room, kitchen 
and bathroom area. Upstairs is a 
commodious bedroom with a fire
place that opens onto a large 

269 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

SI0TROK@EARTHLINK.NET 
J0HND0EJUNI0R.C0M 

413-775-0069 

We buy record collections bio and small. 
We carry every genre and speed of 

vinyl records 
(lPs, 33s, 45s, 78s). 

Family owned and operated since 2009. 
Buy the record collector in your 

life a gift certificate for Valentine's Day! 

~IC ~!ICALIHSTll/MOOS 

~REATiONs 

AU U'l4toc.lt ne-,r, uud, 
und consignmt:lll items. 
(Q,o- ....... ,....1p.,.c....-..,. .... D:..li., 

ws,....; .. ~o,~ 
Offff.£•p..-,,l2./.tt,._J2 

Q;e.-poi, ,U~<NI--Jk'I ..i., 

281 Main St. 
Greenfield Nti,,01301 

413.325.8042 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

@;;~l~ 
over three years says happily that 
she speaks no Spanish and mimes 
asking for Kleenex in the store by 
blowing her nose. At breakfast we 
sit next to a large Ame1ican who is 
inquiring about the size of the waf
fles. Before the main meal, the 
waiter brings small plates, fresh 
butter and jam with bread. Is this 
the size of the plate for my waffie? 
bleats the man. We would rather be 
anywhere but next to this bo01ish
ness. 

But there are also those like Jim 
and Carol who enjoy the company 

5 of familiars and the ability to con
s: verse at length in the comfo1t of 
~ one's own tongue and who also 
~ love Mexicans and their culture. 
~ Wednesday is market day. The 

• @ length of the side street is jammed 
~ with covered stalls selling eve1y-
~ thing you would ever need or want: 

------------------' ® fresh fish, vegetables, jewehy, 
Church Chapa/a, Lake Chapa/a, Ajijic, Mexico clothes, a puppy, toys, dishes, 

screened balcony, which soon 
becomes our favorite spot with its 
generous view of the mountains 
and our neighbor's rooftops and a 
sliver of the lake. 

We are a mere couple of blocks 
from the plaza with its vendors of 
hats, embroidered blouses, potte1y, 
freshly ground coffee, handmade 
potato chips, toys and paintings. 
Another block or so takes us to the 
lakefront, a few in another direc
tion to the shops. It is, as our kind
ly taxi driver told us, a walking 
town. 

I awaken to the sound of bells 
and the cries of the water vendor. 
Although it is only 7:30 a.m., I feel 
wide awake and refreshed, excited 
to be here. I dress quickly and walk 
to a nearby store for milk, granola, 

bread and peanut butter, then retum 
happily homeward to make coffee. 
Already it's clear that the pace of 
this small town is one of leisure. 

It is after three o'clock before 
we venture out to find a midday 
meal. Fo1tified with beer and 
Italian pasta, we decide to explore 
a bit and locate the plaza coffee 
shop where we are to meet the 
friends who have become residents 
of this beautiful place. 

The streets are challenging 
ankle benders made of cobblestone 
and as we can, we take to the side
walks, which, although not without 
pitfalls, are at least smoother. We 
readily find the plaza after many 
stops on the way to admire histori
cal wall murals po1traying the 
indigenous people's uprising 
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music and movies, fresh chicken, 
flowers and plants, gifts of all k 
inds. We buy a couple of small 
glass blown souvenirs for f1iends. 

Browsing our way down to the 
Wea1y now, we save that walk for lakefront, we decide to stop for a 
another day. Marga1ita and a light lunch as it is 

almost three o'clock. We order dos 

against the Spanish oppressors, 
flowers decorating b1ick and stucco 
architecture and many beautiful 
smiling people. We also note the 
side street that leads to the shore. 

Part 2 
Ajijic has a large ex-patriate 

community of Americans and 
Canadians mostly, who have relo
cated for the climate and the 
reduced cost of living. Currently, 
one dollar equals approximately 
twelve pesos and you can live here 
on about a third of what you would 
spend at home. Our f1iends, Jim 
and Carol, were both self
employed in the US, so had no pen
sions. In Mexico, they own a 
condo, 11111 a car, pay for excellent 
health and dental care and purchase 
food and other necessities, all on 
$1600 a month. They couldn't say 
enough about the area and the cli
mate and urged us to visit. 

Personally, I was skeptical; I had 
no interest in spending time with 
other English speakers living sepa
rated from the native community. I 
was wrong. There are those who do 
just that. 

A womai1 who has lived here 

marga1itas and wait ten minutes or 
so before a smiling waitress 
approaches our table and sets down 
four! Our waiter ai1·ives a bit later 
to take our food order and we tell 
him we ordered two, not two each. 
But it's Happy Hour he says, two 
drinks for one. Happily we have 
ordered our drinks on the rocks! 
Cold, redolent of lime ai1d slightly 
sweet, they disappear smoothly 
down the throat. Thus the need for 
a long walk back up the shoreline 
where we stop with a ca1rnt for El 
Blanco, the large bellied, slow 
moving bmrn of the area whose 
elderly owner has died and is now 
cai·ed for by all the neighboring 
business folk. 

El Blanco is a bit of a legend in 
his own time and is featured in 
many of the oil paintings for sale 
down at the waterfront. In them, he 
spouts words of wisdom, drinks 
white wine and believes he is one 
ofus. 
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and everyth ng rn between 
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61 MENU ITEMS FOR UNDER $10 
THE VOO. GREAT FOOD, DRINK & BURGERS 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 Nichols Vision 
■ ■ ■ ■ 

T11c~i1l TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 
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• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpitpizza.mm 

JI Batik Row, GIid. 
413-475·3S70 

woodfired pizzeria 
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187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfallsplZZa.cam 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

t:JCY1 
Providers for EYEMED, 
DA VIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296 Avenue A 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA. 013 7 6 
(413) 863 -0100 




