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Landscape architect Peter Flinker facilitates a small-group discussion at Tuesdqy's event. 

Turners Falls Residents Weigh In on 
Downtown Livability 
By CHRISTOPHER SAWYER
LAU<;ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - About 45 
people, most of them residents of 
Turners Falls, attended the Feb. 5 
Downtown Turners Falls Public 
Planning Workshop on Livability. 
The public workshop was the cul
mination of several months of dis
cussion and planning by Walter 
Ramsay, Montague Town Planner, 
and a consulting team led by Peter 
Flinker of Dodson & Flinker from 
Ashfield, in conjunction with Ted 
Brovitz of Howard/Stein-Hudson 
Associates from Boston. The study 

is funded by the U.S. Dept of 
Housing & Urban Development 
Sustainable Communities Regional 
Grant Program. 

Ramsay kicked off the meeting 
by explaining that the purpose of 
the workshop was for those who 
live in Turners to make their views 
known on how best to achieve 
greater "livability" in downtown 
Turners. He clarified "downtown" 
as being roughly the commercial 
sectors of Avenue A and Third 
Street. Flinker then explained 
briefly his role - to assess the needs 
and create a comprehensive plan for 
moving Turners fo1ward. "As you 

all know," he said, "Turners is a 
great place and we can help you. 
You've already done so much." He 
noted that since October the con
sultants and Ramsay have gathered 
infom1ation on Turners, complete 
with maps, demographics, measure
ments, market analyses, photos and 
interviews with business owners. 
They have also formed an Adviso1y 
Committee consisting of Ramsay, 
the consulting team, and what he 
described as "a core group of stake
holders" by which he meant several 
downtown business owners and res-

see LIV ABILITY page 6 

Help These Kids Help 
a Friend and Have a Great Time 
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By LEE WICKS Just days before 

Young people in 

in that day. He didn't think it 
was an emergency, but I 
knew something was very 
wrong," said Rebecca 
Beauregard, Parker's mother. 

South Deerfield Pediati·ics 

A New Regional 
Elementary School 
District in the Making? 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

Should the Leverett and 
Shutesbmy elementa1y schools join 
with Amherst and Pelliam to fo1m a 
new regional district? What are the 
educational and financial implica
tions of such a move? Should the 
towns create a district for the ele
mentary schools only or join with 
the existing high school-middle 
school distl-ict that already includes 
the four towns? On Satmday, Feb. 2 
a crowd filled approximately two
thirds of the Amherst Regional 
Middle School auditorium to hear 
two reports by consultants hired to 
address these questions. 

The questions are not new. 
According to materials handed out 
at the fomm, "the towns of 
Amherst, Pelham, Shutesbmy, and 
Leverett have had official discus
sions about regionalizing in 1968, 
1976, 1992, 2009." So why are 
these discussions different? In the 
past, the process relied on volun
teers with limited expe1tise. "This 
time we are hiring experts in school 
finance and education to collect 
data to ascertain the impacts of 
regionalization for each of the four 
towns." Fm1ds have been provided 
by the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments, and a 
"contingency fund" maintained by 
the Amherst- Pelliam Regional 
Disti-ict. 

The research and resulting dis
cussion is being coordinated by a 

regional school district planning 
board, an entity required by state 
law for towns that want to study 
regionalization. Town meetings ini
tially created individual town plan
ning committees and in June, 2012 
these joined to create the regional 
board. The planning board current
ly includes 12 members, three from 
each town. 

Why are these dis
cussions different? 
"Tltls tiine, we are 

hiring experts .... " 

Consultant Malcolm J. Reid, 
who sti·essed that he was usually 
called "Mac," began the education
al analysis by describing the key 
issues the process would need to 
address. These include governance 
questions (including the composi
tion of a new regional school com
mittee), buildings (community 
access, owning versus leasing, 
where elementa1y students would 
attend classes), Wednesday after
noon professional development 
time, the ownership of existing 
financial software, bidding for 
regional transportation services, 
union contracts (including equaliz
ing wages and health plans) and 
numerous others. Reid also 
addressed concerns that have driv
en the current planning process, 
paiticularly the reality of declining 

see REGIONAL page 5 

Montague Center, concerned 
about a fi-iend's health c11ses, 
have organized a benefit va11-
ety show. It will be held on 
Sunday, Feb. 10 at 2 p.m. at 
the Grai1ge. Admission is $10 
for adults and $5 for children, 
and all proceeds will be 
donated to their fi-iend Parker 
Beaureguard, to help with the 
ongoing costs of his treat
ment for Type I Diabetes. 

Halloween, six-year-old 
Parker Beauregard, who lives 
in Greenfield, was diagnosed 
with Type 1 Diabetes. He'd 
seemed tired, but this did not 
wony his parents at first. 
After all, he'd just sta1ted 
school. He was thirsty when 
he came home, but again, this 
did not seem like cause for 
concern. Then he began wet
ting his bed, and it was time 
to see a doctor. "His regulai· 
pediati-ician couldn't fit him 

squeezed Pai·ker in, and he Torsten Zenas Burns mugs and billo1vs silent!J at the Noisecapades. 

ended up spending four hours By DAVID DETMOLD 2011, over 70 noisicians and from some long forgotten 
at the doctor's office under- friends gathered once again mill, now spraypainted with 
going blood and m-ine tests. GREAT FALLS - On on the far side of the power swastikas and "white power" 
He went home with enough Saturday, under freezing con- canal - past the collapsing, slogans, down the zigzag 
insulin to keep his body sta- ditions but considerably ice-encmsted foot b11dge, the path to the frozen bank of the 
ble for the night, and spent more favorable skies than the half-burned timber cross Com1ecticut, in the shadow 
the following day at inaugural Peskeompskut lying in a field beside a of the moribund one-lane 

see HELP page 7 Noisecapades endured in derelict brick pmnp house see SONG page 12 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Nevermore 

Alone ', -

Lenore 
I am a dainty little feline who 

needs a big dose of "Tender Loving 
Care". You see, I didn't eat regular 
meals while I was a stray, so I'm a lit
tle under-weight. (I sure am enjoying 
the good food the nice folks here at 
Dakin are serving, though.) 

I am a very sweet little girl with a 
lot of love to give. I kinda feel like 
tl1e "ugly duckling" who, if given the 
chance, will blossom into the beauti
fol swan (uh, or cat) that I know I can 
be! It's hard to see from my photos, 
but I have ve1y pretty markings of 
brown and black circles on my back. 
So please come down to Dakin and 
see for yourself what a beautiful 
swan (uh, or cat) I am. I think I may 
be having an Identity Crisis! See my 
video: http:/ /youtu.be/j0VIo7RF8Mc 

For more info1mation on adopting 
me, contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Hunane Society at ( 413) 548-9898 or 
infor@dvphs.org. 

Week of February 11th 
in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

"It's J11sl a stone's throw from reaflty. • 
Groceries - Videos - Home Bal(ed Goods 

Beer - Wine - Liquor 
MON - SAT 7-91 SUNDAY 8-8 

978-544-8646 
Lockes Village Rd. 

1/2 m1Je soutn or Wendell Center 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Victona Veaudiy 

Grade 7 
Paul Vinton 

Grade 8 
Veronika Sankova 

Tommy Bochamikov 

11tbt :fflontagut 
l\.tporttr 

Published weekly on Thursdays. 
Every other week in July and August. 

No paper last week of December. 

PHONE (413) 863-8666 

Please note new email addi·esses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@montaguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguereporter.org 
events@montaguereporter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 

poetiy@montaguerepo1ter.org 
subscriptio11s@montaguerepo1ter.org 

Send address changes to 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline 
is Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable for 
en-ors in advertisements, but will print 
without charge that pait of the adver
tisement in which an en·or occun-ed. 
The publishers reserve the right to 
refuse advertising for any reason and to 
alter copy or graphics to confonu to 
standards of the newspaper, such as 
they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter.org 

with any questions. 
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Wendell Free librarv 
Reading Aloud for Grown-ups 

On Wednesday Feb. 13, the 
Wendell Free Libra1y will host a 
Reading Aloud for Grown-ups 
evening program at 7:30 p.m. If you 
are a fan of NPR's Selected Shorts, 
then this is an evening for you! 

Wendell's own Margo Culley and 
Jonathan von Ranson celebrate the 
sho1t story by reading selected shorts 
from their favorite authors. As coin
cidence would have it, they have 
each chosen stories by the same 
Massachusetts author, Edith 
Pearhnan, so we know the stories 
must be good! 

When asked about her selection 
Culley simply said she made her 
choice in honor of Valentine's day. 
She will not reveal the sto1y's title 
but only said that it is pait of an Edith 
Pearhnan collection that won the 
2012 National Book Critics Circle 
Awaitl and was a finalist for the 2011 
National Book Award for Fiction. 

Von Ranson had a bit more to say 
about his choice, "After a wonderfol 
splurge of sho1t sto1y sampling in 
prepai·ation for this event, I have 
found one with the requisite sex, 
diugs and natural histo1y. The author 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I have found that I don't sleep 
as well as I used to when I was 
younger. How common is this? 

Many people believe that poor 
sleep is a 1101mal pait of aging, but it 
is not. Sleep pattems change as we 
age, but disturbed sleep and waking 
up tired eve1y day ai·e not pait of 
normal aging. 

Seniors need about the same 
ainount of sleep as ymmger adults -
seven to nine hours a niglit. 

Unforttmately, many older adults 
don't get the sleep they need, 
because they often have more trou
ble falling asleep. A study of adults 
over 65 fotmd that 13 percent of men 
and 36 percent of women take over 
30 minutes to fall asleep. 

Also, older people often sleep 
less deeply and wake up more often 
throughout the night, which may be 
why they nap more often during the 
daytime. 

GILL-MONTAGUE 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p m. Congregate meals 
are served Tuesday through 
Thursday at Noon. The Meal Site 
Manager is Kerry Togneri. Meal 
reservations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 a.m. All fitness 
classes are suppo1ted by a grant 
from the Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs.Donations are accepted. 
Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. 

For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call (413) 863-9357. 
Leave a voice message if the cen
ter is not open. 
Monday 2/11 
9 a.m. Foot Clinic by 
Appointment 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p m. KnittiI1g Cu-de 
Tuesday 2/12 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
1 p m. Love Songs Concert 
Wednesday 2/13 
9 a.m. Foot Clinic by 
Appointment 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
11: 15 am. Friends' Meeting 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 2/14 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Coffee & Conversation 
1 pm. Pitch 

is from our state, the sto1y is set, 
actually, in Massachusetts but it's 
exotic because it takes place in a 
school for girls." 

Edith Pearhnan has published 
over 250 works of short fiction and 
non-fiction in national magazines, 
literaiy jomnals, anthologies, and on
line publications. Her work has 
appeared in Best American Short 
Stories, the 0. Henry Prize 
Collection, New Stories from the 
South, the Pushcart Prize Collection, 
and Best of the Small Presses. Her 
essays have appeared in the Atlantic 
Monthly, Smithsonian Magazine, 
Presen:ation, Yankee Magazine and 
Ascent. However, she is a New 
Englander by biith and preference. 
She has two grown childi·en and a 
grandson. 

Adinission for the evening is free 
but donations will be gratefully 
accepted. There will also be refresh
ments for purchase. Proceeds from 
the evening ai·e to benefit both the 
Wendell and the New Salem Friends 
of the Library Group. For more 
info1mation, call the Wendell libraiy 
at (978) 544-3559. 

SaU:Jer of Leverett enjoyed a chocolate-dipped Oreo and made many projects, includ
ing a beaded necklace and a heart-crowned headband, at the annual Valentine's 

Parry at the Carnegie Llbrary in Turner.r Falls on Saturday, Feb. 2. Many families 
from Montague and the surrounding towns attended the free popular event. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER: tal games is helpful. For example, 
tell yourself it's five minutes before 
you have to get up and you're just 
trying to get a few extra wiilks.Ifyou 
are so tired dm111g the day that you 
cannot ftmction nonnally and if this 
lasts for more than 2 to 3 weeks, you 
should see your family doctor or a 
sleep disorders specialist. 

Good Night, Sleep Tight 
Nighttime sleep schedules may 

change with age too. Many older 
adults tend to get sleepier eai·lier in 
the evening and awaken earlier in 
themoming. 

Here ai·e some pointers to help 
you get better sleep: 

amotmts of alcohol can make it hard
er to stay asleep. Smoking is danger
ous for many reasons, including the 
hazard of falling asleep with a lit cig
arette. Also, the nicotine in cigarettes 
is a stiinulant. 

Create a safe and comfortable 
T1y to go to bed and rise at the 

same time eve1y day, even on week
ends. StickiI1g to a regular bedtime 
and wake time schedule helps keep 
you in sync with your body's circa
dian clock, a 24-hour internal 
rhythm, affected by sunlight. 

place to sleep. Make sure there are Send your questions to 
locks on all doors and smoke alaims fred@healthygeezer.com. 

T1y not to nap too much during 
the day - you may be less sleepy at 
night. 

T1y to exercise at regular times 
each day. Exercising regularly 
improves the quality of your night
time sleep and helps you sleep more 
soundly. Try to finish your workout 
at least three hours before bedtime. 

T1y to get some natural aftemoon 
light in each day. 

Be cai·efol about what you eat. 
Don't di111k beverages with caffeine 
late in the day. Caffeine is a stimu
lant and can keep you awake. Also, 
if you like a snack before bed, a 
wa1m beverage and a few crackers 
may help. 

Don't di-ink alcohol or smoke cig
ai·ettes to help you sleep. Even small 

on each floor. A lamp that's easy to 
tum on and a phone by your bed may 
be helpful. The room should be dai·k, 
well ventilated, and as quiet as pos
sible. 

Develop a bedtime routine. Do 
the same things each night to tell 
your body that it's time to wind 
down. Some people watch the 
evening news, read a book, or soak 
in a warm bath. 

Use your bedi·oom for sleeping, 
not daytime activities. After tmning 
off the light, give yourself about 15 
minutes to fall asleep. If you are still 
awake and not di·owsy, get out of 
bed. When you get sleepy, go back 
to bed. 

If anxiety is keeping you awake, 
get up and write down a list of 
eve1ything you need to do in the 
morning. Then put your mental list 
and your body to rest. 

T1y not to wony about your sleep. 
Some people find that playing men-

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - Februarv 11th -15th 
Friday 2/15 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. Lunch is at 
11 :30 a.m., with reservations 
required 24 hours in advance. Call 
Mealsite Manager Rebecca Meuse 
at (413) 423-3308, for meal infor
mation and reservations. For infor
mation, call Polly Kiely, Senior 
Center Director, at (413) 423-
3649. Transpo11ation can be pro
vided for meals, shopping, or med
ical necessity. Call the Center to 
confum activities, schedule a ride, 
or find out when is the next blood 
pressure clinic. 

Flu Clinic - Call the Senior 
Center at (413) 423-3649 to find 
out when the next flu clinic will be 
held. This clinic is free to Erving 
residents, sponsored by the Erving 
Board of Health and available on a 
walk-in basis. The shot is recom
mended for those over 55, those 
who work with children or the eld
erly, and those with chronic ill
ness. Pneumonia shots will also be 
available for those over 60 who 
have never been vaccinated. 

Telephone Reassurance 
Phone calls eve1y morning for sen
iors who want someone to check in 

on them. 
Shopping Trips - Thursday 

afternoon alternating from Turners 
Falls to Orange. 
Quilting Classes Resume 

A new series of 10 quilting 
classes will begin on Monday, 
Febma1y 11th and continue eve1y 
second and fourth Mondays of the 
month. The Senior Center owns 
two sewing machines that partici
pants may use or you may bring 
your own portable. Classes are led 
by Dianne Cornwell and her assis
tant Sandy. There is no fee for the 
class but donations are gratefolly 
accepted. Call Polly at (413) 423-
3649 for more information. 
Monday 2/11 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Noon Quilting 
Tuesday, 2/12 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 a.m. C.O.A Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 2/13 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday, 2/14 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Postt1re Perfect 
Noon Cards 
Friday, 2/15 
9 a m. Bowling 
9:30 a.m. Sit and Knit 

LEVERETT 

011 A,•e,me A/or 01•er JO years 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10.m-lOpm 
fri&Sat 10.m-llpm • Sun Noo,,-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tume1·s Falls 
863-9900 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

now locate at 
20 State Street, 

Bucklandside 
Shelburne Falls 

413-625-9850 
ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $4 (first class free). 

Senior Ltmch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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Montague Business Association to Host 

Meeting with Chief Dodge 
Get updates on break-in prevention 

local Briefs 

bring Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland to life for their 3rd 
Allllual Family Show at the Shea 
Theater in Turners Falls. Join Alice 
as she wanders through 
Wonderland to meet some of litera
ture's most iconic char·acters. The 
play features Lewis Carroll's 
quirky, humorous, and fanciful dia
logue from both Alice in 
Wonderland and Through the 
Looking Glass. The show features 
original music composed and per
formed by Daniel Hales, and the 
frost heaves. Performance dates are 
Friday, Feb 15 at 7:30 pm. 
Saturday, Feb. 16 and Sunday Feb. 
17 at 3 p.m. and repeats the same 
days and perfo1mance times the 
following weekend. For more 
infonnation or to purchase tickets 
online, visit theshea.org. 

cormnittee member Stephan 
Smith from A. H. Rist 
Insurance will speak about 
crime prevention and safe
guards from an insurance per
spective. Both speakers will Compiled By DON CLEGG 

There is fresh ice over at the 
Montague Center School pond, 
thanks to the MCVFD for the hose 
down. Get your skating in before 
it's buried under the 2-3 feet of 
snow that some folks are predicting 
for Friday night! 

Meet Orion the Hunter, Gemini 
the Twins, Taums the Bull and 
Sirius, the brightest star in the sky 
in Winter Sky at Northfield 
Mountain Recreational Area on 
Saturday, Feb. 9, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
This program is an introduction to 
the winter constellations and the 
stories behind them. Winter is a 
wonderful season for stargazing 
with clear, crisp nights and plenty 
of dark skies. Enjoy stories about 
the Great Bear, known to some as 
the Big Dipper, the Seven Dancing 
Stars and the Queen of Ethiopia. 

The program will take place 
both indoors and out, so dress 
wamtly and bring a flashlight and 
binoculars. The program will pro
vide a new way to enjoy those dark, 
chilly evenings. Recommended for 
ages 8 and up. Pre-registration 
required; call (800) 859-2960 

Wednesday, Feb 13, from 2 to 4 
p.m., the Senior Symposia Program 
at Greenfield Cormnunity College 
will continue its Spring 2013 ses
sion with a symposium entitled 
"The Connecticut River Valley 
and the China Trade", presented 
by Curator of Historic Interiors and 
Curatorial Department Chair at 
Historic Deerfield, Amanda Lange. 
Research on the American China 

trade has focused mainly on the 
coastal cities, but this economic 
activity reached inland to the 
Collllecticut River Valley. 

Drawing on objects from Old 
Deerfield's extensive collection, 
Lange will illustrate that Valley 
inhabitants owned and consumed 
goods of the China trade. They 
also supplied outbound cargo (e.g. 
ginseng), sea captains, crew and 
travelers to vessels venturing to 
China and returning with treasures 
for Hartford and Wethersfield, 
Collllecticut, as well as 
Northampton. Pre-registration is 
strongly advised by calling (413) 
775-1661 or arrive early for limited 
same-day registration. 

Thursday, Feb 14, from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. The Brick House on 3rd 
Street, in Turners Falls will host the 
opening of the show, "A is for 
Avenue A: the ABCs of Gill
Montague, the story of 2 river 
towns through the Art and Poetty 
of its children." This is a joyful 
collaboration between the Gill 
Montague Elementary School, Gill 
Montague Cormnunity School 
Partnership, and a UMass Honors 
class titled: "Engaging with the 
Commmlity: Children, Alt, and the 
Environment." 

The fruit of the partnership 
between local students and those at 
UMass is the recently published, 
and funded by the Town of 
Montague: "A Children's Guide to 
Turners Falls." Stop in at the Brick 
House and make your own 
Valentine card while you are there! 

The New Renaissance Players 

Registered Democrats in 
Montague will hold a caucus at the 
first floor meeting room of 
Montague Town Hall, 1 Avenue A 
in Turners Falls, at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 21, to elect five del
egates and three alternates to the 
Massachusetts Democratic 
Convention to be held Saturday, 
June 1, at the Tsongas Center at 
UMass Lowell to discuss and 
approve the patty platfonn... and 
depending on timing, likely hear 
speeches related to a special US 
Senate election. 

There will also be a brief meet
ing of the Democratic Town 
Cormnittee following the caucus 
that any registered Democrat may 
attend. The meeting place is handi
capped accessible. For information 
about the convention or caucus 
procedures, contact Democratic 
Town Committee chair Jay 
DiPucchio at (413) 863-8656 or 
VlSlt the party website at 
www massdems.org. 

Send local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

Chief Dodge was sworn in 
this past December. 

The Montague Business 
Association invites businesses and 
cornmlllllty members to attend a 
special meeting with Montague's 
police chief, Charles 'Chip' Dodge, 
Tuesday, Feb. 12, from 8 to 9 am. 
in the c01mnunity room of the 
Montague Public Safety Complex, 
180 Turnpike Road, Turners Falls. 

Chief Dodge will brief business
es on the recent spate of break-ins 
in Montague, and provide sugges
tions on how to better keep busi
nesses and residences from being 
victimized. In addition, Montague 
Business Association steering 

• be available for questions. 
All Montague area busi

nesses and community mem
bers are welcome and encour
aged to attend this free 
Montague Business 
Association event. Montague 
Business Association steering 
committee member Lylllle 
Rudie said, "By working 

together, business owners and citi
zens can protect ourselves and our 
neighbors more effectively, and 
can better safeguard the well-being 
of our town." 

For more information, visit the 
Montague Business Association 
website: www.montaguebusines
sassociation.com. 

The Montague Business 
Association's 1nission is to sup
port, promote and develop 
Montague's businesses and 
Montague's long-term economic 
growth. 

Mid Winter Sale! 
Save up to $400 on in stock units! 

Power Max 

899.99 
Turners Falls Fire Distict 
Nomination Papers Available LIVE IN 

EST, @ 1754 

• Chute, deflector and anti• 
clogging system are_ ri>ade of a 
durable, rust-free sub 2ero 
materi.31. 

• Commercial.grade c.onstructio11 
for long life 

• Ideal for large areas/heavy 
snowfalls 

Nomination papers for the Offices are as follows: • Powerful Engines-

Allllual Turners Falls Fire Distt·ict 
Election are now available to all 
district residents from the District 
Office located at 226 Millers Falls 
Road until Friday, March 1. 
Papers must be returned no later 
than Tuesday, March 5. The 
District Office is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm. 

All potential candidates need to 
obtain at least 30 signatures from 
registered voters of the Turners 
Falls Fire District. 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LA.NG 413#834#7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

0 GREEN 
RIVER 

ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverzen.org 

413-256-1594 
At the Montague Retreat Center 

177 Ripley Road 
Montague, MA 01351 

Prudential Cornmittee, for a 
three year term 

Water Commissioner, for a 
three year term 

Treasurer, for a one year· term 
(to fill an unexpired term) 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

PLEASE 

Power Clear 

439.99 
• Clear·s snow down to 

pavement 
• Easy for anyone to use 
• Guaranteed to Start 
• Self propels itself through 

the snow 

The allllual election will be held 
on Tuesday, April 23. The polls 
will open noon to 7 pm. District 
residents wishing to register to 
vote may do so at the Town 
Clerk's office located in Town 
Hall, 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls. 
For more information, call the 
District Office at (413) 863-4542. 

shop locally Support 

fflontanuc 3Rcportcr 

advertisers 

Are you ready for the snow? If not we have the answer. Come 
down to Green River Powersports and purchase a new Toro 
Snowblower. We have everything from single stage to heavy 
duty 2 stage snowthrowers. 

GREEN RIVER POWER SPORTS 
1 MAIN ROAD, GILL, MA 413.863.4892 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 GitENF/EL 
S COOPERATIVE 

JAKE'S TAVERN 
Relaxed Atmosphere. GREAT FOOD! 

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
KIDS EAT FREE TUES. 5-9 PM 
TEX-MEX THURSDAY 5-9 PM 

66 Ave. A 863-8938 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

,afffl 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

SALF.5 • SERVICE• INSlALl.ATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 Wesc Street 

Hadley, MA. 01035 
Hampshire: 586-3161 

Franklin:773-9497 

The Mobile Mechanic of Montague 

David Ginsburg 
ASE and Toyota Certified 

Automotive Technician 

We come to you! 

413.522.4100 

Serving the Greenfield, Amherst and Northfiekl areas 

Good E),rt f otte~ 
St~,o 

}8 Main Street, Montague 
-ti 3-,67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotte~.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-f ace 
Computer Solutions 

<tgcauy-Owned Sin~ 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

FOOD 
DRINKS 

WIFI 
KENO 

To Join Pool Leagues 
Call 77 4-6388 

94 Main St, Greenfield 
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CUEST EDITORIAL 

"Good Night Irene," 
Sandy, etc ... 

new weather challenges farmers Bizarre 

By DANIEL BOTKIN 

2012, now officially the hottest 
year on record, thrnst upon our con
sciousness the graphic and unmis
takable effects of climate change, 
with melting polar icecaps, wide
spread crop damage in the heart
land, and whole commllllities dev
astated on the Jersey shore. But 
what of the millions of gardeners, 
small-scale fam1ers and other 
micro-producers across the land 
who're trying to grow food for their 
families, their friends and their 
neighborhoods? 

Thanks to the historical conflu
ence of Peak Oil, global tenorism 
and other assorted health and envi
ronmental crises, interest and 
demand for local and "home
grown" food has never been higher. 
People of all walks, from gounnet 
chefs, to urban activists, to cancer 
smvivors, to soccer moms - even 
schools, cafeterias and businesses -
are finding new reasons (and ways) 
daily to join the real food revolu
tion. Add in a stagnant economy 
joined with ever-spiking food 
prices, and we have the unique 
potential to transfonn millions of 
mtlikely greenhorns into potential 
backyard farmers! 

Ironically, however, this wave of 
newly-inspired, small-scale food 
producers coincides with the most 
extreme and dangerous weather 
ever recorded. Severe stonns, 
ch-oughts and temperature spikes 
across vast swaths of the nation 
(and planet!) are having a withering 
effect on all kinds of fanners, 
including many in the Connecticut 
River Valley directly hit by flooding 
from hunicane Irene in 2011, the 
sixth-costliest hm1icane ever. 

TI1en, last year, an tmprecedent
ed mega-drought lingered for 
months across much of our nation, 
devastating crops and livestock, 
sparing neither experienced nor 
newcomer, neither large fanns nor 
small. Growers of all sizes should 
be preoccupied with the tmpre
dictable new climate outlook. What 
extreme weather patterns could be 
possible? What ·will the "new nor
mal" be? What kinds of technolo
gies and methods could possibly 
buffer our crops and fanns from its 
full impact? What does clinlate 
change say about our collective 
ability to keep fanning at all? 

Long before "global wanning," 
eve1y generation of faimers has 
surely had to deal with the mo1tal 
consequences of capricious weath
er. Even for the most expe1ienced 
agronomist, the threat of extreme 
weather has always made faiming 
inherently 1isky. But we faimers are 
infainous for both "manufactming 
our own luck" and for being able to 
absorb and survive "lllllucky" 
breaks with perseverance and 

aplomb: "That's Jarmin 'for ya!" 
However, the recent changes in 

our weather are more than just 
proverbial, incidental - they're 
monumental, cataclysmic and 
unceasing, and they're increasingly 
affecting small fa1mers eve1ywhere, 
and most of the bigs as well. I've 
personally witnessed several farm
ing fiiends and associates here in 
the Valley, packing it in after facing 
down several seasons of these 
destmctive weatl1er events, with the 
bitter rejoinder: "I guess we weren't 
meant to farm now, after all!" 

There ai·e no hai·d statistics yet 
on faimers "done in by global 
waiming." Nonetl1eless, I am furnt
ed by the thought: How deeply it 
must be impacting all fanners, 
vocationally, psychologically, exis
tentially, that an "anomalous" act of 
nature could, in a few days or hours, 
wholly liquidate all the hard work 
of even the most skilled and diligent 
practitioner. In faiming tl1ese days, 
apparently, you need not only be 
"good," you also need to be pre
pared to lose eve1ything on any 
given season, in a drougl1t, a flood, 
a fire, or a 'super' sto1m. 

Within these drainatic new 
paraineters, farmers ai·e either aban
doning tl1eir field or scrambling to 
more cleverly occupy tlieir field, 
urban lot, rooftop, hoophouse or 
backyai·d plot. We faimers, as well 
as eve1y other pe1maculture
inspired intellectual or peasant who 
remains still committed despite the 
heightening 1isks, will have to be 
ever more resilient, nin1ble, perse
vering, and in some cases, must 
reinvent ourselves entirely: exploit
ing new angles, plants, seasons, 
products, methods and niches. This 
is shocking but not necessaiily a 
bad thing, if it kick-starts us ulti
mately towai·d more ecological and 
"weather-sustainable" practices. 

Many food growers and garden
ers still reflexively seek to mimic 
commercial agriculture, with its 
ubiquitous tillage, long, straight 
rows, and dependence on machines, 
petrol and chemicals. But we're liv
ing in a lllliquely urgent moment; 
there's no time for another genera
tion to simply replicate eve1y tradi
tion and custom, as we seek for 
greater cai·bon neutrality gr·owing 
the good food we all need. The 
extreme weather has shaiply chal
lenged us to question conventional 
gr·owing methods like endless 
plowing and spraying, in favor of 
ones that highlight biological diver
sity, seasonal continuity, and dis
cerning, hand labor. 

Long ago, we in the West were 
duped by the pre1nise that science 
and technology (and free mai·kets) 
would always rescue us from our 
worldly excesses, and that simple, 
low-tech gr·assroots-oriented 
approaches, like conse1vation and 
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homegrown food, were idealistic 
fluff, well-meaning but ineffectual 
responses. Sometimes the biggest of 
problems have to be broken down 
into smaller pieces; sometimes, the 
best solutions ai·e the simplest ones, 
often hiding out in plain view. 

In these dangerous times, many 
ai·e left shell-shocked and believing 
in the impossibility of COlllillOll citi
zens to affect change, or to be "part 
of a solution". But one prescription 
is obvious: growing food by hand 
offers anyone the concrete, delicious 

optimism of gr·een sustenance, and a 
renewed connection to nature, to 
oneself, to others, and to a more 
hopeful vision of the future. 
Growing food on any scale is solu
tion-oriented work; it is inherently 
proletarian, generous and self-rein
forcing, and it is one of the most 
sensuous and p1imal things one can 
do. 

Today the need for healthy, local 
food is huge, ai1d growing. And 
since today, as "pennaculture" 
teaches us, anyone, anywhere can 

STEVE KOZIOL ILLUSTRATION 

be a bona fide, food gr·ower, all ofus 
are automatically deputized, "citi
zen faimers" with all rights and 
responsibilities conferred. It's a 
gr·eat and timely blessing, indeed; 
just what the doctor ordered! 

Go fotth, people. Go fo1th and 
"mulch-apply"! 

Daniel Botkin is a longtime 
teacher, athlete andfanner living in 
Gill. He can be reached at 
11•w111.laughingdogfarm.com 

LETTER TOO THE EDITOR 

Wake Up, Franklin County! 
Can I really be the only one who 

thinks that this county is a complete 
mess these days? All I am heaiing is 
generalized grumbling, usually fol
lowed by "well, notlling I do can 
change that." Eve1ybody complains 
and nobody does anything to change 
it. I ain appalled by the apathy of 
people in Franklin County. 

We swallow the pande1ing of the 
politicians as if tl1ey actually are 
doing something that ·will benefit 
'We the People of Franklin County.' 
We read about recove1y and new jobs 
that are supposedly being created 
while watching our fiiends who are 
over fifty lose their high paying jobs 
and res01t to groce1y store bagging 
just to make ends meet. We see some 
gr·eat rebuilding projects - done by 
the Boston union workers who own 
all the state bidding officials - not by 
our local county contractors. 

We hear that m1employment rates 
ai·e on the decline, knowing full well 
that it's because benefits ran out 
before many ai·ound here found one 
of the few remaiilingjobs that exploit 
your foll range of knowledge and 
expe1ience and pay you like you ai·e 
an idiot that just gr·aduated from 
some dmnbed down public high 
school or college. 

Our cities and towns spend hours 
of time and tl1ousai1ds of paid con
sultant dollars to beg for state and 
federal money via "gr·ants" as we 
continue to live beyond our financial 
means. We ai·e so afraid of what 
could happen, what migl1t happen 
and what is possible, that we are 
effectively blinded to what IS hap
pening right here and now under our 
gr·owing collective noses. Common 
sense has become as useless as a 
human appendix in today's culttu·e. 

We ai·e being exploited. Don't be 

afraid to voice your dissatisfaction 
with the status quo and demand 
action from tl1ose you have elected to 
lead. Form small discussion gr·oups 
and clarify you're thinking. 
Communicate your thoughts to the 
local officials. Ask them why they 
are not taking actions to restore our 
cotmty, mu· towns and our cotmtry to 
its founding principles. Reread the 
Constitt1tion and the Bill of Rights. 
Do not back down when people try to 
intimidate you in town or public 
meetings. 

Speak out feai-Iessly about the 
comiption we see on a daily basis. 
Loudly protest congr·essional 
politics on spending p1101ities. Let 
Congr·ess know what you think about 
sending20 F-16's and over 200 tanks 
to tl1e Egyptian Muslinl brotherhood, 
for free. Meanwhile our wai· veterans 
must beg and holler to get the bene
fits that ai·e owed to them. Let them 
know how you feel about the meager 
health benefits for our sick and elder
ly facing drastic cuts, while we 
finance "nation-building." 

Let Congr·ess know that we come 
first as they spend our hai·d-eained 
tax dollars. Tell them we expect a 
rational budget that elinlinates the 
debt that will saddle our children for 
most of the next htmdred yeai·s. 
Remind tl1em that chaiity begins at 
home, and that our county is being 
sadly neglected while we twist and 
ttun in the winds of national and 
international intrigue, exploitation, 
and exto1tion. 

More taxes are not the answer. 
Our government has the money to do 
everything we need to do to improve 
Ame1ican lives. 

Let Congr·ess know that we are 
still a law-abiding nation, and this 
blatant nose thumbing and neglect of 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERS~ 
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58 4th St Turners, 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

fiscal duty is not acceptable. Demand 
that bills passed by the United States 
Congr·ess cai1 not be laden with total
ly unrelated pork. Make legislators 
look beyond their own special inter
ests and realize tl1ey ai·e there to 
make laws tl1at make sense. 

I have had it with hand wiinging. 
I am tlying to think of something that 
could work, sometlling that could 
tUin this armmd, but there appear to 
be fewer and fewer alternatives 
available. I would love to have intel
ligent, non-naine calling discourse 
on this topic. 

I seek peaceful solutions to the 
com1pt, unmoral regime, which has 
blossomed while we slept. We need 
to retmn to our freedom-loving, 
ii1dependent roots. Let us remember 
who we ai·e and why we have the 
freedoms we are letting slip through 
our fingers. 

We need to wake up, Franklin 
County. It is almost too late. 

- Rachel J. Roy 
Turners Falls 

Democrats Hold 
Caucus in Leverett 

Democrats in Leverett will hold 
a caucus to elect delegates to the 
Massachusetts Democratic Party's 
2013 Platfo1m Convention on 
Sunday, Feb. 10 at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Leverett Libra1y. 

All registered Democrats in 
Leverett are eligible to participate. 
Starting this year, the 
Massachusetts Democratic Party 
will also hold a Youth Convention 
for high school organizers. 

Contact Barbara Tiner at ( 413) 
548-7919 for more info1mation. 

Poets Wanted! 
to submit original 
poems. Please email: 
poetry@montague 
reporter.org for consid
eration in the monthly 
Poetry Page. Include 
25-word bio. Poems 
may also be posted to 
Montague Reporter, 58 
4th Street, Turners Falls, 
MA 01376. 
No prior experience 
necessary, as a poet. 
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TALKING PICTURES 

ZERO DARK TH~R I Y 

"""" 1 eagle = the pits 4 eagles = the heights 

By smRA IDLLEL 

Zero Dark Thirty, the recently 
released thriller based on the man
hunt for Osama bin Laden, has 

REGIONAL from page 1 

particularly the reality of declining 
enrollments and thus the financial 
"sustainability" of the existing sys
tem. 

As to the educational impacts of 
reorganization, Reid's presentation 
and repo1t relied heavily on state
ments by plaiming board members 
and the central office staffs of the 
schools, particula1·ly Amherst 
Regional School central office, 
which seemed to strongly suppo1t 
consolidation. The arguments for 
consolidation, like those that have 
been heard statewide in recent 
years, stressed the benefits of mod
ernization and efficiency. 
According to the regional planning 
board, the four towns are now 
"locked into educational systems 
that are between 50 and 110 years 
old." Although the ClllTent elemen
ta1y schools are highly rated "with
out a strnctural shift that provides 
greater capacity, cohesion, efficien
cy and effectiveness, they will like
ly fall short of the demands 
required to provide a 21st centllly 
learning and education." 

received extensive media attention 
and has sparked much debate. 

The movie, directed by Kathryn 
Bigelow and staning Jessica 
Chastain, has been nominated for 

More concretely, consolidation 
would simplify policymaking for 
both citizens and local officials: 
"There are [ ClllTently] three sepa
rate and distinct budgets. Having 
one budget would provide more 

According to the 
Regional Planning 
Boa1·d, the four towns 
are now "locked 
into... systents that 
a1·e between 5 0 and 
110 years old." 

flexibility for decision-making. If 
these budgets were all one budget, 
the process would be more coordi
nated." 

Efficiency might also improve 
education: "All school districts in 
Massachusetts are required to sub
nut approximately 110 repo1ts to 
the Department of Elementaiy and 
Secondaiy Education annually. To 
submit these repo1ts once, as 
opposed to three times, would save 
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several Oscars. It is an emotionally 
powerful film that stayed with me 
for several days aft.er I saw it. 

Based on public knowledge and 
interviews with CIA insiders, the 
movie tells a fictionalized accotmt 
of the investigation that led to find
ing bin Laden, and of the female 
CIA agent who doggedly followed 
her gut instinct and pursued what 
ended up being the conect leads. 

The film opens with the audio, 
playing over a dark screen, of 911 
calls on September 11, 2001, from 
agonized people who are literally 
burning up in the twin towers. The 
audience is immediately phmged 
into the emotional backdrop of 
events that would follow. 

The U.S. cotmtertenorism prac
tice known as extraordina1y rendi
tion, in which suspects were quietly 
moved to CIA "black sites" - secret 
prisons abroad - involved the par
ticipation of more than 50 nations, 
including Egypt, Libya and Syria, 
according to a new report released 
Tuesday by the Open Society 
Fotmdations. 

The beginning pait of the movie 
forces the viewer to watch lengthy, 
sadistic, brutal inte1rngation scenes 

a tremendous amount of time and 
energy that could be used to suppo1t 
educational prograins." 

Consolidation would also 
improve "curriculum coordina
tion," a popular concept among 
state and local education officials. 
The cunent system, with the ele
menta1y and secondary schools in 
different districts, results in "non
alignment in a variety of ways." As 
a result, "children atTiving at the 
shared middle school in 7th grade 
do not have the same prepai·ation 
resulting in inconsistencies in 
knowledge and readiness." 

Se1vices to students, pa1ticulai·ly 
special education students, might 
also improve with consolidation. 
These se1vices are more limited in 
the smaller elementa1y schools of 
Shutesbllly and Leverett. It was 
also argued that these two commu
nities would benefit from a consoli
dated teacher evaluation system, an 
impo1tant (and very complex) new 
state initiative. Amherst, it was 
argued, had developed a "robust" 
evaluation system which would 
benefit staff in the other schools. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 
Police Respond to Domestic Assault in Turners Falls 

W r.clnesday I/23 
5:30 a.m. One car accident on 

Kettlehole Lane. Vehicle off 
road into tree line. No injuries. 
Vehicle towed. 
10:22 a.m. 

arrested at his residence on a 
warrant to apprehend for simple 
battery. 
11 a.m. Thefi: at ~ Street. 
Advised of options. 
4:04 p.m. Safety hazard at F.L. 
Roberts in Turners Falls. 
5:37 p.m. Medi.cal emergency, 
~th Street. Removed to 
Hospital. 
ThmdayI/24 
3:55 a.m. Bmglar alarm at 
Connecticut River Internists, 8 
Burnham Street, Turners Falls. 
Malfi.mction. 

8:41 a.m. Vandalism and prop
erty destruction. ■K Street, 

Turners Falls. 

Faday 1/25 
12:15 p.m. Restraining order 
stunmons issued, Grove Street, 
Turners Falls. 
2:33 p.m. Arrest warrant for 
person at9iighland Circle. 
Subject not fotu1d at residence. 
3:52 p.m. Threats and harass
ment at ~inthrop Street. 
Advised of options. 
7:03 p.m. Thefi: at F.L Roberts, 
Turners Falls. 
5:22 p.m. Accident with proper
ty daniage at Judd Wire, 124 
Turnpike Road. 
l 0:46 p.m Disturbance at 
Powertown Apartments. Unable 
to locate. 
Saturday 1/26 
2:39 p.m. Suspicious person 
taken into protective custody, 
Avenue A Extension near 
Cumberland Farms in Turners 

Falls. 

was arrested at. 
Street, Tti.rners Falls, for 

domestic assault and battery. 
Also arrested at th.is address was 

conduct, resisting arrest, and 
assaulting an officer. 
4:20 p.m. Animal lost at■ 
Green Pond Road. 

MondayI/28 
12:49 a.m. Suspicious automo
bile at Scalpers Lodge, Lake 
Pleasant. 

assat t an attery wi 1 a 
gerous weapon and Class E 
drug possession. 

for 8:49 a.m. Medical Emergency at 
-Morgan Circle, Tti.rners 
Falls. Removed to Hospital. 
12:16 p.m. Restraining order 
violation on Center Street, 
Montague. 

ll:53 a.m. Disti.i.rbance at-
4th Street. 
Sunday I/27 
12:2la.m .......... 

larrested~ 
intoxicated, after being ptilled 
over for speeding and crossing 
marked lines at Federal Street 
and Lake Pleasant Road. 
3:20a.m.-
arrested a~for 
di.stti.rbing the peace, disorderly 

Tuesday 1/29 
9:41 a.m.■--
arrested ~ttery 
at his residence, 

bance. 
9:08 p.m. Safety hazard at the 
railroad tracks in Millers Falls. 

involving waterboarding and other 
fonns of torture. The movie culmi
nates in an adrenaline-rushing 
hea1t-potmding recreation of the 
Navy Seal raid in Pakistan on the 
large compound in which bin 
Laden was fotmd and killed. 

Zero Dark Thirty is a fascinating 
movie. Not because it tells a cleat· 
sto1y - it doesn't - but because of 
its emotional intensity. It doesn't 
explain to the viewer what's going 
on, so much as plop the viewer into 
the reality of the post-911 investi
gation. The viewer is not moved 
along by the plot because the 
details remain vague and hai·d to 
follow; instead, she is swept up in 
the momentum of the atmosphere 
and feel of the situation. The audi
ence only follows the broad strokes 
of the investigation, but is encapsu
lated in the intrigue. 

The major political players 
(George W. Bush, Dick Cheney, 
Barack Obama, and bin Laden him
self) remain offscreen, are only 
mentioned in passing. The focus is 
completely on the experience of the 
intelligence agents working on the 
investigation. 

As viewers, we are right there 

On the downside, the report 
noted concerns, particularly in 
Leverett and Shutesbury, that con
solidation might tmdennine local 
autonomy, independence, and the 
traditional character of the local 
schools. The consultant's report 
attributed much of this sentiment to 
"the comfort in familiarity and fear 
of the unknown." However, Reid 
stated he was confident these con
cerns would "dissipate in a short 
period of time based on the integri
ty of processes of the Cunent 
Superintendent and Central 
Office," as well as a responsive new 
regional school committee. 

What about the viability of the 
current school organization and 
potential savings from consolida
tion? This question was the subject 
of a complex, sophisticated analysis 
by Mark Abrahams and his son of 
the "Abrahams Group." 

Using Fiscal Year 2013 numbers, 
Abrahams estimated the cmTent 
cost of education, including middle 
and high school, to the four towns, 
at approximately $40,968,783. 
He then estimated the cost of con
solidated K through 6 and K though 
12 districts. Much of the potential 
savings came from increased state 
transportation aid to the new 
regional district ( estimated at 
$262,427) and state incentive 
money for consolidation ($79,700). 
The regional district would also 
receive $250,000 in Medicaid reim
bursement, although this was 
money the towns, mostly Amherst, 
had received in the past. 

On the administrative side, 
Abrahams' analysis accepted the 
argument of Amherst Regional 
Central Office that it could admin
ister the expanded elementaty dis
trict without new staff. This admin
istrative consolidation resulted in a 
savings of $264,045 by essentially 
eliminating payments to Union 28. 
However, this was more than offset 
by the need to equalize, and thus 
increase, employee wages and ben
efits. 

The bottom line? Abrahatns esti-
mated a reduction in 
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with the characters onscreen, 
watching them sweat in dusty 
offices, seeing their ne1vous faces, 
hearing sheep 'baa' in the back
ground, and watching colorfol 
chaotic busy streets in Pakistan 
where one is disoriented and easily 
lost. 

Zero challenges our set beliefs 
and morality. Much of the criticism 
revolves around its possible stance 
that the "enhanced inte1rngation" 
torture methods used on detainees 
resulted in some legitimate intelli
gence that led to the eventual find
ing of bin Laden and other al
Qaeda operatives. 

The film does seem to show that 
some pieces of crucial evidence in 
the overall puzzle were discovered 
or at least co1rnborated by to1tured 
detainees who eventually talked. 
But what does that mean? Zero 
Dark Thirty does not make the case 
that other tactics would not have 
been equally, or more, effective. 

Instead, it shows the brntality of 
what "really happened" - even if 
that isn't quite how it really hap
pened. Our government did this, 
spent tmtold amounts of money on 

see REVIEW page 6 

assessment method and the type of 
region finally created. For example, 
using the cunent assessment 
methodology, based on enrollment, 
Leverett's total FY13 expenditures 
would be $487,446 lower tmder a 
consolidated system than tmder the 
present system. On the other hand, 
ShutesblllY would pay significantly 
more. Under the so-called "statuto-
1y method," which is heavily influ
enced by local wealth, Amherst 
would pay nearly $216,000 more 
than it cunently does, while 
Shutesbllly would pay $106,336 
less. 

The report noted 
concerns, particular
ly in Leverett and 
Shutesbury, that con-
solidation might 
undermine local 
autonon1y. 

Abrahams suggested these dif
ferences may be the result of the 
variable impact of state aid tmder a 
new system. A wealthier to-wn mov
ing into a new district with lower 
levels of wealth (as measured by 
property values and income) would, 
in effect, be receiving more state 
aid than previously. For the "poor
er" town, consolidation would pro
duce a larger total required local 
contribution and less state aid. 
Abrahams stressed that these were 
ve1y preliminary estimates, depend
ent upon what so1t of assessment 
method the new regional district 
implemented. He also noted that an 
initial assessment policy could be 
implemented that insured that no 
town paid more than it does now. 

These reports have been posted 
on the regional planning board 
website: www.Regional
SchoolPlanning.com 

There will be a series of public 
fomms held in the coming month: 

Amherst: Feb. 13, 7 p.m. 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 
Rau'sAuto total town costs for 

education in FY13 
would have been 
$482,739 or 1.2%, in a 
new district. However, 
these savings were not 
distributed evenly, and 
vai·ied according to 

Amherst Regional Middle School 
Libraty 

Shutesbury: Feb. 27, 6:30 pm. 
Shutesbury Elementa1y School 

Lt-verett: Feb. 28. 6:30 pm. 
37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 

featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 
Cookery Figurines End Tables 

I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USID USABLIS 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Tmners Falls 
( 413) 77 4-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

24 hour emergency towjn 
t service licensed Mecha .. 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

Leverett Elementa1y School 
Pelham: March 2 10 a.m. 

Ramsdell Room, Pelham 

Libraiy II 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 

.ADIATOR = • 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
ropane Route 2, Gi 
illing 863-4049 1-800-439-404 . ,· 
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REVIEW from page 5 

a program that savagely tortured 
people for nearly 10 years. 

Mike Scott writes in the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune: "The U.S. 
government did torture prisoners of 
war in the name of its so-called war 
on te1Tor and, by extension, in the 
name of all Americans. What 
Bigelow and [screenwriter Mark] 
Boal seem to be arguing is that such 
actions take a deep cosmic toll on 
the people responsible - whether 
directly, in the case of Chastain's 
character, or indirectly, in the case 
of you and me." 

James Oliphant of the National 
Journal writes: "Sequences of bm
tality pile upon one another, 
America's moral choices are laid 
out before the uncomfortable view
er. Yet, Bigelow intercuts them with 
scenes from other te1rnrist attacks .... 
While she and screenwriter Boal are 
right when they say that the film 
itself doesn't take a position with 
respect to to1ture, its protagonists 

LIV ABILITY from page 1 
idents. This, in turn, spawned a lai·g
er "Working Group" of about 30 
stakeholders who have been meet
ing regularly. The result has been 
the identification of six focus areas: 
Avenue A businesses and buildings; 
Improving Avenue A streetscape; 
Parks and Recreation and tl1eir con
nectivity to residents; Priority 
Development Sites; Destination; 
and Building Community. He said 
that evening's workshop would 
allow the attendees to weigh in on 
each of these focus areas. 

Ted Brovitz next addressed the 

clearly believe in its value right up 
the point where bin Laden is killed. 
And since the film, despite what its 
detractors insist, refuses to draw a 
straight line from torture to critical 
intelligence, the viewer alone must 
supply the necessa1y context to fill 
in the blanks .... 

"While critics maintain that 
Bigelow has stacked the deck, that 
the telescopic nature of tl1e stmy 
conflates tmture and the end result 
in a way that endorses its use, it's 
not that clear-cut.... [H]er unflinch
ing willingness to make us, as view
ers, feel the pain inflicted on the 
detainees ... makes all of us accom
plices in the act," argues Oliphant. 
"The film is about the way our 
national choices, expressed through 
our elected government, make us 
feel as citizens, and about our con
cepts of justice, security, and 
revenge. Unlike most politicians 
and pundits, Bigelow refuses to 
reduce those concepts to abstrac
tions." 

Writing in Time, film-maker 

crowd. He stressed that this was an 
oppo1tunity for the planner and the 
consulting teain to hear directly 
from those who live in Turners. 
"We're here to take notes and listen 
to you." He also noted that so far 
the group had identified several 
areas for potential growtl1. Those 
enterprises with the best potential 
included medical and professional 
businesses, specialty clothing 
stores, and general merchandise 
shops and food services (perhaps 
niche or ethnic restaurants). Shops 
for furniture, electronics and appli
ances, gifts and novelties and spo1t-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Michael Moore also defends the 
film: "I guess where I pa1t with 
most of my friends who are upset at 
this film is that they are allowing the 
wrong debate to take place," writes 
Moore. "You should NEVER 
engage in a debate where the other 
side defines the terms of the debate 
- namely, in this case, to debate 
'whether torture works.' You should 
refuse to paiticipate in that discus
sion because the real question 
should be, simply, 'is to1ture 
wrong?' ... You will be repulsed by 
these to1ture scenes but, make no 
mistake about it, this has been done 
in your name and mine and with our 
tax dollars. We funded this." 

Are we safer now that bin Laden 
is dead? Was he still central to the 
leadership of al-Qaeda and all of its 
spinoff organizations? Did we sacri
fice our own integrity in this long, 
cmel process? 

I left the theater wondering if the 
years of effort and suffering 
were wmth it after all. 

ing goods were seen as having lim
ited potential. 

He also stressed the ideal loca
tion of Turners. "More than 12,000 
cars travel Route 2 each day; about 
40,000 vehicles roll up and down 
Interstate 91." This definitely has 
the ability to be a destination for 
some of folks who now just by-pass 
the town. 

Following these presentations, 
Flinker divided tlie attendees into 
small groups of seven or eight. For 
the next two-and-a-half hours, the 
groups rotated from table to table 
corresponding to the six focus 
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MCTVUpdate 
MCTV's Owen Weaver and 

Cindy Ta.rail recently filmed an 
interview with Staff Sergeant Chris 
Wtlliams of the Montague Police 
Department, kicking off a new 
series: Get to Know Your Local 
Police Department. Williams 
describes his work and some current 
events. Upcoming inte1views will 
include: Montague's planning for a 
school safety code in response to the 
Sandy Hook school shootings, the 
community policing prograin that 
began in the fall of 2012, and public 
education about domestic violence. 

MCTV welcomes viewers' ques
tions for Sergeant Williams or about 
local police work and public safety 
issues. Call ( 413) 863-9200 or visit 
MCTV online at montaguetv.org to 
contact the station. 

MCTV has been filming events 
at the Greenfield Savings Bank 
Commmlity Room including a 
recent presentation by the SHINE 
Prograin that featured health insur-

ai·eas. At each table a consultant lis
tened and took notes while the resi
dents expressed their visions for the 
future of the downtown. There was 
definite excitement ainong the 
"stakeholders," and they quickly 
engaged the consultants in animated 
conversation. 

While ideas were different from 
group to group, a few major themes 
did seem to emerge. Of major con
cern was maintaining the popula
tion diversity, ai1d that housing 
affordability not be compromised 
by "development." There was gen
eral agreement that there were too 

a.nee for seniors. 
Community producers continue 

to be active at MCTY, helping to 
create local programming. Brett 
Leighton filmed local bands, includ
ing Tawdry, at the Rendezvous and 
at the Arts Block in Greenfield. 
Oren Clark caught footage of some 
of the music and activities at the 
Punipkin Fest and Weaver created a 
video with it. Laurel Facey faithful
ly videos the monthly Discove1y 
Center's Coffeehouse. Janet 
Masucci ftlms the Gill Selectboard 
meetings. In September, volunteers 
helped MCTV staff capture all the 
excitement of the 2012 Montague 
Soapbox Derby. Highlights are now 
being aired, ai1d complete coverage 
is available to ai1yone who would 
like it. 

To find these productions, check 
the program schedule at mon
taguetv.org. Locally produced video 
is available on the MCTV website 
or at vimeo.comlmctvchannell 7. 

many vacant downtown storefronts, 
and that businesses of all types 
should be encouraged to sta1t up or 
relocate to Turners. 

A number of possibilities were 
put fo1th for the reuse of tl1e fo1mer 
Strathmore Mill and the rapidly 
cmmbling Railroad Salvage 
Building. Among the proposals for 
the Strathmore was the creation of 
housing and a1tists' spaces, a muse
um, and community center. For 
Railroad Salvage, suggestions 
ranged from using the site for build
ing mixed-income housing to high
end condos. 

Turners Falls Avenue A Schematic Section I Prepared by Dodson & Flinker, December2012 
Concern was also expressed 

about the need for Turners to be 
more responsive to tl1e Latino pop
ulation that, according to Brovitz, 
now amounts to 15 percent of the 
population ofTmners Falls. Similar 
views were expressed about the 
need for creating more community 
places for teenagers. The skate pai·k, 
originally slated for the final phase 
of the Unity Park renewal, was 
stressed as being extremely impor
tant. 

10'-15' 
Sidewalk 

10· l 18' J 17' J 1
7

• J 18' t 10· 
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By tlie end of the evening, the 
consultants had volumes of notes to 
ponder, and they assured the paitic
ipants that they would take all the 
ideas into consideration. They will 
continue to meet with the Adviso1y 
Committee and the Working Group 
to develop the possibilities fu1iher. 
By June they aim to have a full set 
of data and a large number of rec
ommendations for the town. The 
consultants emphasized that 
increasing livability is a long 
process, but that vision is necessary 
for positive change to occur. COURTESY OF DODSON AND FLINKER 

Attendees were treated to a slideshow of data and schematics, in preparation far the group discussions. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.corn 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

No POWER! No PROBLEM! 

Thelin Pellet Stoves 
Battery Friendly 

Solar Store of Greenfield 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield~ 772-3122 

www.solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2.481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
- -----------------

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by RocketFusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Qr:li Jol1n~on. CQwO~o·, 
ABR, CRB, CRS, CRI, SRES 
41'3-f:6•J L)7'}6 • Geri)ohnson~Rraltor.com 

Don'l settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cer6fied Resldenti,I Spec/al/sf) 
nl) 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigiws ooigllillion. 

The CRS is my bldge of ex~rlise and iour s/11efd 01 
ssurance. Put iour lrusl in the best lo gel lhP job done. 
Vht'lher !>.tying selling or reier!llg, Jllfa) s choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 'lO ~fo\s ,it• ~'llr,t-~. 

07 
iti\Gi4%i4 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
liiiiiiiild (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 
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Gill subscriber Claire Chang enjqys her Montague Reporter on the notth shore of Oahu, Hawaii. 

HELP from page 1 

Baystate. 
Three months late,r the 

daily shots and monitoring 
have become routine for 
Parker. He's a real trooper 
who doesn't complain, said 
his Mom, but his family is 
still reeling from the shock. 
"Raising a kid with a life
changing disease like dia
betes is stressful, especially 
for the parents. More than 
ever, you are conscious of 
your child's eve1yday and 
long-tenn health. You need 
to learn how to monitor 
blood sugar, what foods to 
feed him, when to inject 
insulin and when to feed him 
sugar. You wony about the 
future." 

Even though the family 
has health insurance, co
pays for testing, supplies and 
hospital visits total more 
than $300 a month. This is 
where the 
Beauregards'extended com-

munity comes in. 
His mom and dad 
have known Bella 
Latanzi from 
Montague Center 
since she was a 
baby. In fact, Bella 
inspired them to 
start a family of 
their own. 
Naturally Bella has 
known Parker since 

~~~ 
he was born, and K"_"1~lfl"' 
Parker has spent 
considerable time 
in Montague with 
Bella and her 
friends. 

When they Event beneficiary Parker Beauregard 
learned of his con-
dition and the economic 
pressure on his family, they 
immediately wondered how 
they might help. The success 
of last summer's presenta
tion of the Travelling 
Rhubarb Circus inspired 
them, and the variety show 
began to take fom1. 

The performers will be: 

Lucia Mason, age 14, of 
Montague; Ivy Muller, age 
12, of Shutesbury and 
Montague; Celia Bales, age 
15, of Gill; April Weintraub, 
age 14, of Amherst; Chloe 
Castro Santos, age 13, of 
Gill (youth, piano and 
voice); Karen Werner of 
Montague (puppeteer); 
Scotty Swan of 
No1thampton (magician and 
puppeteer); Elsie Almeida of 
Turners Falls (youth, 
singer); and Laurie 
Davidson and Tom Can-oil 
of Montague (music and 
movement). 

Bella Lattanzi, age 13, of 
Montague, will make the 
introductions. Tumbling seg
ments from the Travelling 
Rhubarb Circus will be pre
sented as well! 

The benefit will be filmed 
and aired on MCTV and 
hopefully GCTV. 

Rebecca Beauregard said, 
"When this happened, I sud
denly felt sony for everyone 
in this situation. We are so 
fortunate to be surrounded 
by caring friends and Parker 
can't wait for the 11!!1■ 
variety show." 11!1 

Servant's Hands 
Massage Therapy 
First Session: 112 Price! 

(with this coupon) 
- Chair & Table Massage 
- Relaxing Swedish 
- Individualized 
- Deep Tissue 

- $25/ 1/2 hr 
- $40/ 1 hr 

Kelly Bourd 
Bradford Hall Ca 

N CONSTRUCTlON 
PPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace P1·oducts 
Come see our full line of pellets, 
wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy to choose the right unit 
to suit your lifestyle. 

lvw,.v.shanahansupply.com 
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

The Dragon King Puppet Show Comes to 
Wendell to Celebrate the Chinese New Year 

Tanglewood's marionettes, operated by skilled puppeteers, are three feet tall. 

SUBMITTED BY ROSIE 
HEIDKAMP The 
Tanglewood Marionette 
Troupe will perform "The 
Dragon King," a Chinese 
folktale, at the Wendell Town 
Hall on the Chinese New 
Year's Day, this Sunday, Feb 
10 at 4 p.m. 

We'll use it as an excuse 
for Wendell to celebrate the 
Chinese New Year, ushering 
in the year of the Snake. 
Activities begin at 3:45 pm. 
A Q&A and refreshments 
will follow the performance. 
Families are welcome to 
attend this special free event. 

Bring your friends and 
neighbors along for an 
enjoyable afternoon at a 
multi-generational cultural 
a11s pe1formance and cele
bration. Come dressed up for 
the occasion if you would 
like. 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

The Troupe offers this 
description of the program: 

A terrible drought has 
overtaken the land, and all 
the world has turned brown 
and lifeless. The Dragon 
King is ruler over all things 
water, and the people are 
beginning to wonder why he 
has not brought the life-giv
ing rains in such a very long 
time. 

An undenvater fantasy 
based on Chinese folklore, 
this award winning produc
tion tells the tale of an 
intrepid Grandmother who 
journeys to the bottom of the 
sea to seek the Dragon King, 
and the answers to why he 
has forsaken the land above. 

Enjoy three-foot-tall mar
ionettes, colo,ful sea crea
tures, an exciting adventure, 
and a Dragon King that 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska' s Flooring 

will knock your socks off! 

Seating is limited, and 
people will not be able to be 
seated once the perfonnance 
has started. Please be on 
time. 

This program is sponsored 
by the Wendell Free Library, 
with financial suppo1t from 
the Wendell Cultural 
Council, the Tmstees of the 
New Salem Academy and the 
Friends of the Wendell Free 
Libraiy. 

Tanglewood Marionettes 
travels with its own stage, 
lighting and sound system. 
Based in Ware, they tour 
nationally. 

For more about 
Tanglewood Marionettes and 
the Dragon King production 
go to www.tanglewoodmai·i
onettes.com. 

169 Avenue A, Turnen Falls Tile Chappell's Auto Service 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
\..~~~~ 

Lino 
Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 
413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 

EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Q=l.ty U!ea,Ccw• & r.,.uc¼•Su,u;c, 1947 

'04 TOYOTA COROLLA 
11 .... '" .. -lol .. 1111,.,.. --~ Auto, AC, 

PS, PB 

OYOTA TACOMA 
CCESS CAB LP_ ~J. 

4x4, 4 Cyl., 2-o/~ 1 

SSpd,74K •~ 

06 TOYOTA MATRIX 
~ All Wheel Drive 

with Great MPG! 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MERING NOTES FROM Gill SElECTBOARD MERING 

Pay Scale for Reserves, Regionalized Fire Gill Rejects Hybrid Police Cruiser 
Services, and Making Money Out of Sludge By JEFF SINGLETON absurd that anyone should policy debate remains to be 

By PATRICIA PRUITT County Council of 

The Feb. 4 meeting was 
full of positives. 

Governments to study region
alization of fire services 
through.out the cotmty. Chief 

over a year. She suppo1ts 
finding local solutions to 
shipping long distances. The 
F.C. Solid Waste District 

The selectboard voted Escott could not say what the moves 5 million gallons per 
unanimously to approve 
Chief Dodge's proposed 3-
step pay range for pait-time 
reserve officers and to extend 
time-and-a-half pay to 
reserves as an incentive to 
work on holidays. The new 
reserves pay range is as fol
lows: entiy-level, $14.62; 
mid-level, $15.31; top-level, 
$16.00. An enfly-level officer 
will have to work 416 hours 
of shifts to move to the next 
level. A mid-level officer will 
need 624 accumulated hours 
to move up. 

In other personnel news, 
the selectboard, as personnel 
boai·d, also approved educa
tion incentive pay for officer 
Peter Lapachinski, who has 
completed an associate 
degree in Criminal Justice at 
Greenfield Community 
College and will graduate 
from the Police Academy this 
month. His new sala1y will 
strut as ofFeb.17. 

Chief Dodge was pleased 
to announce a new in-house 
service at the public safety 
complex: a drop-off box for 
old or no longer needed med
ications. Do not throw old 
prescriptions in the toilet or 
trash! Put them in a plastic 
baggie ai1d drop them in the 
Med box at the police station. 
Unfortunately liquid medica
tions and needles cannot cur
rently be put in the box. For 
needle disposal, go to the 
town nurse or boai·d of health, 
both in town hall. 

Fire Chief Bob Escott also 
had some potentially good 
news. Franklin Cotmty fire 
chiefs ai·e working on getting 
a grant through the Franklin 

position of the Montague 
Center fire district is on the 
question of studying regional
ization, but hopes they will 
suppott it. Escott said fire dis
tricts through.out the cotmty 
are dealing with manpower 
sh.01tages and regionalization 
may be one way to handle that 
problem while increasing cost 
effectiveness of se1vices. 

Bob Trombley, superinten
dent of the Water Pollution 
Control Facility, and Jan 
Amin, executive director of 
Franklin County Solid Waste 
Management District, offered 
an update on the changing 
realities in the field of solid 
waste management. 

Trombley outlined the 
major changes from 1996, 
when waste was disposed into 
the town landfill, to the dis
posal of liquid waste at a cost 
of $330,000, to the present 
Fournier Press and other 
innovations at the waste n·eat
ment plant. These allow 
Montague to produce a waste 
product that is 35-45 percent 
solid, which cuts down con
siderably on the costs of 
transportation to sludge dis
posal facilities. 2012's post
new-equipment costs were 
$179,000. 

However, the dwindling 
number - from two to only 
one - of these disposal facili
ties is another development 
that alanns Trombley and 
Amin, given the cost of trans
potting waste over ever
increasing distances to plants 
outside of Massachusetts. 
Amin added that she and 
Trombley have been working 
on these vai'ious issues for 

year. 
Recently the ti·eatment 

plant has been taking in waste 
from Greenfield and septage 
companies. This has proved 
profitable, creating a revenue 
stream of $106,000 from 
Greenfield and $96,000 from 
septage. All of this has gone 
on without increasing the 
nitrogen levels, even while 
handling additional waste. 

Frailk Abbondaiizio cau-
tioned the importance of not 
ente1111g into long-te1m con
tracts. Trombley agreed, and 
explained three requirements 
must be met before taking in 
outside sludge: it must be 
from a small town; we must 
have the capacity to meet its 
needs; and doing so must be 
economically advantageous 
to both parties. Lead operator 
John Little spoke from the 
audience, saying there may be 
a future solution in using our 
sludge cake as compost for 
agi'iculture. 

Cindy Tarail of MCTV 
invited selectboai·d members 
to appear monthly or at their 
convenience on MCTV to 
give backgrotmd on issues or 
to have discussions for the 
benefit of the tovm residents. 
Select member Pat Allen 
responded favorably to the 
idea. 

The Massachusetts 
Cultural Cotmcil has awarded 
the RiverCulture progi·am 
$18,000 for the first six 
months of 2013. 

As a final positive gesture, 
the boai·d approved the use of 
the bandstand in Peskeomskut 
Park on May 23, 2013, from 3 
to 5 p.m., for a wedding! 

Montague Nomination Papers are Now Available 
Nomination papers for 

the Annual Town Election, 
Monday, May 20 are now 
available at the Town 
Clerk's Office until 
Thursday, March 28. They 
must be returned no later 
than Monday, April 1 by 5 
p.m. 
Seats are as follows: 

Selectman, Town Clerk, 
Treasurer/Tax Collector, 

Assessor, Board of Health, 
and Parks & Recreation and 
Tree Warden, each for a 3 
year tenn. 

Library Trnstees has 3 
seats, each for a 3 year 
tenn. 

Montague Housing 
Authority has one seat for a 
5 year term. 

Soldier's Memorial 
Tmstees has a Veteran's 

seat for a 3 yea1· tenn. 
Nomination papers are 

also available for Town 
Meeting Members for each 
precinct. 

The annual town election 
will be held on Monday, 
May 20, 2013. The deadline 
to register to vote is, 
Tuesday, April 30. 

Nomination papers 
regarding school co1mnittee 

On the fog-botmd winter 
night of Jan. 30, the Gill 
Selectboai·d rejected ai1 impas
sioned plea from the town's 
Energy Commission to sh.ow 
leadership in the battle against 
global wa1ming by purchasing 
a hybrid police cnriser. The 
cnriser, a Ford Fusion would 
have averaged well over 40 
miles per gallon. The board 
opted instead to purchase a 
Ford Police Interceptor SUV 
whose city mileage was esti
mated at 16 mpg, and high.way 
rate at 21 mpg. Selectboard 
members Ann Banash and 
Randy Crozier rejected the 
Energy Commission recom
mendation, and instead went 
with the Police Depaitment's 
recommendation, while select
boai·d member John Wai·d was 
a sti·ong suppo1ter of the 
hyb11d. 

Dlumg the sometimes con
tentious discussion, Police 
Chief David Hastings and 
Sergeant Christopher 
Redmond raised a number of 
objections to the Fusion. "I 
don't like anything about it," 
declared an in'itated Hastings 
at one point. Generally, how
ever, the officers appeared 
sympathetic to the goal of 
reducing gas 1nileage, but 
objected to specific features of 
the hyb11d. The Fusion, they 
maintained, was too small for 
some members of the force 
and not as safe as traditional 
alternatives. 

On the other side, an 
Energy Cominission statement 
emphasized the need to take 
drainatic action in the battle 
against global waiming. 
Noting that "the situation for 
this planet, and particulai·ly for 
htunan life, is desperate and 
fast becoming hopeless," the 
statement argued that "tmder 
these circumstances, it is 

seats are provided by the 
Gill-Montague 
Superintendent of Schools 
at 35 Crocker Avenue. 

The Town Clerks office 
is open Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday 8:30a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Wednesday 
8:30a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Town 
Hall is closed on Fridays. 
For more information 
please call the office at 
(413) 863-3200 (Ext 203). 

have to wage a cainpaign to seen. 
persuade the town of Gill to In other action, the Gill 
buy an easily available h.yb11d boai·d discussed using town 
police car." Commissioners hall as a potential alternative 
stressed the need for local to the fire station as a voting 
action: "If Gill cailllot take the site. A state expert has noted a 
simple and painless step of munber of concerns with town 
buying a h.yb11d police car, if hall, including the vulnerabili
people in a prestilllably for- ty of one of the handicapped 
ward looking Massachusetts pai·king spaces to winter ice 
town cannot imagine the falls from the roof. It was sug
impo1tance of their acts in this gested that the new metal roof, 
respect, it is certain whole soon to be installed, might 
counfl'ies cannot act any more address this problem. 
reasonably." Addressing fears expressed by 

Comnrission members some residents that the Town 
pressed the officers to be more Clerk favored a move from the 
specific about safety concerns, fire station, Crozier took full 
noting that the hybrid had responsibility for initiating the 
been rated "4" on a scale of 5 discussion. 
by the state. Although. it was Responding to indications 
not entirely cleai· what these that the Regional School 
numbers signified, co1mnis- District may no longer suppott 
sion members argued that the the fiscal compact with the 
hyb11d was compai·able to the towns that ended state finan
alternatives. As fai· as inte110r cial control a few yeai·s ago, 
space was concerned, the the boai·d voted to strongly 
co1mnission statement noted endorse both the compact and 
that New York City Ctlll'ently the technical panel that 
uses a number of hyb11ds and updates it. There was general 
"no one can say with a sfl•aigh.t agi·eement that rejection of the 
face that Gill policemen are compact would endanger the 
bigger than New York City disti·ict's efforts to end its 
policemen." Level 4 tmderpe1fonning sta-

The Gill officers, however, tus. 
objected to the compai'isons The boai·d will attempt to 
with New York City, argtring meet with the town conse1va
that opinions of local police tion c01mnission to specify 
who actually use the vehicles local concerns as pait of the 
should carry gi·eat weight. First Light power license 
This argtunent in fact did seem renewal process. Mai·ch 1 is 
to cany weight with Crozier the upcoming deadline for 
and especially Banash, both of comments to be submitted. 
whom voted for the Pt'iorities for local and region
Interceptor rather than the al gt1U1ts, administrated by the 
hyb11d. Franklin Regional Cotmcil on 

Town voters have ah'eady Governments, were discussed. 
approved the ftmds to pur- Boai·d members expressed 
chase the car so the smv11se (and approval) of the 
Selectboard decision would decision of the Franklin 
appear to end the discussion Comity Fire Chief's 
for now. Whether this is the Association to study regional
beginning or end of a longer ization of fire se1vices. 

CORRECTION 
Last week, the Reporter e1rnneously p1111ted an announce

ment for a Management Study in the town of Gill. 
That Study was conducted in 2009. 

We regi·et the enor. 

Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity 
Pioneer Valley Habitat for be building in No1thampton, 

Hmnairity is hosting a Faniily Easthampton, and Tmners 
Infonnation Meeting this Falls. If you ai·e interested in 
Saturday, Feb. 9 from 10 a.m. applying to be a Habitat for 
to noon at the Greenfield Htm1anity homeowner, you 
Savings Batik on 325A King must attend a Family 
Street in Northampton. Infonnation Meeting. For 

Pioneer Valley Habitat for more information, call (413) 
Humanity is an equal oppor- 586-5430 or visit 
nmity housing lender. We will www.pvhabitat.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments 
152AvenueA 
PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

, 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Streel 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe ~lnox 1)-a,•erse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Stevco Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

"We Know Entertafnmentw 

* frt:_e Cc1tLYllllatu11f 
• State of 1/ie A.rt Sou111I 
• 8e.\1 M11iit: fer all 11ges!Occa.fiom, 
• Karanlre System R,mtal 
• ReaM11ab/e Rates 

•HDUI PICKLES I 
Natwrall~ Fermented & Ran) 

We're going co-op! 
Read all about it at: 

www.rea1pick1es.com 

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

_

1 

f AIM®' ,o•••mmm,.,._, ~r-, old-fashioned personal service 

!NNN}l~~ 17 YURJ' OF .MAKIMG COPIEI 
~ )J.JV1ll AND ITIJ.L THE OlUGIMAL! 

W.~ln.........,,.._ 

180 Main Street, Greenfield • 413-774-3500 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Eel.son 413.863.446~ 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

michael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebY(orks.com 

DOLJ\N & 0
1

013\N 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to goN 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 4 13-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License # 1 31 7 5 



February 7, 2013 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 9 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERITT SCHOOL COMMITIEE 

Leverett Elementary Locks Front Door 
NOTES FROM THE Gill-MONTAGUE REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITIEE MERING 

Want to Serve on the GMRSC? 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

In the wake of the slaugh
ter of first graders and their 
educators at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School m 
Newtown, CT, schools 
across the nation are tighten
ing their security policies, 
even as politicians in 
Washington temporize about 
legislation to limit access to 
guns through increased 
background checks and bans 
on high capacity magazines 
and military-style assault 
weapons. 

In this context, the 
Leverett school committee 
voted unanimously on 
Monday night to lock the 
school's front door during 
school hours. 

before the closing bell, to was a threat in the building, By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 
allow parents aniving early the teachers would lock 
to pick up their children, to down, shelter the children, 
come inside. pull the shades, and make it 

Ross said the front door look as if no one is there. 
will be locked as of Monday, The doors lock on the out
Feb. 11, allowing the school side, so the teachers would 
to communicate the change have to step into the hall to 
to parents by mail in lock the doors. That's a 
advance. All other exterior process to go through at a 
doors to the school are ti.me when you are nervous." 
already locked during school School c01mnittee chair 
hours. Dawn Sacks said, "Locking 

Ross has also included a the front door. That's a big 
$7,300 capital request for the change to go through in 
April 27 annual t0\\'Il meet- Leverett." But she said the 
ing to upgrade the locks on community appeared, at this 
all 40 interior doors, to allow point, to be supportive of the 
those doors to be locked change. 
from the inside of class- In other news, the com
rooms and other rooms, mittee reduced their prelimi
along with a request for nary budget request for 
$1,000 to extend the front FY14 by about $6,000. The 
door intercom system to the additional savings were 
nurse's office. found by reducing line items 

Nomination papers are 
now available for pick-up in 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School District 
Superintendent's office for 
school committee positions. 
The Gill and Montague town 
elections will be held on 
May 20. Completed nomina
tion papers are due back in 
the superintendent's office 
no later than 4 p.m. on April 
1. Nominees are required to 
obtain ten signatures from 
any Gill and/or Montague 
registered voters. 

Voters in both towns vote 
on all nominees. There are 
three seats available, one 3-
year Gill seat, and two 3-
year Montague seats. 
Ctment members who are 
up for re-election this year 
are Jane Oakes of Gill, and 
Joyce Phillips ai1d Ma1jorie 
Levenson of Montague. 

None have annotmced their 
intentions as yet. For more 
infonnation, contact Robin 
Hamlett at ( 413) 863-9324. 

Congratulations to John 
and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship Winners! 

The Gill-Montague 
Regional School District 
annotmced the names of six 
additional students in the 
Class of 2013 who have 
been awarded the John and 
Abigail Adams Scholarship. 
Recipients become eligible 
for the scholarship based on 
their high academic achieve
ment on MCAS tests. 

The six recipients are: 
Katelyn Dodge, Ceara 
Dollienty, Joseph D'Ovidio, 
Daniel McCormack, Abigail 
Rubin, and Dakota Smith
Porter. 

The John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship provides 
a tuition waiver for up to 

eight semesters of under
graduate education at a 
Massachusetts state college 
or tmiversity. Massachusetts 
public high school students 
become eligible for the 
scholarship when they score 
at the Advanced and 
Proficient levels on grade 10 
MCAS tests in English 
Language Alts (ELA) and 
Mathematics. 

In annotmcing the names 
of these students, Interim 
Superintendent Mark Prince 
and Principal Patricia 
Gai·dner join the Secretaiy 
of Education, Commissioner 
of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, and 
Commissioner of Higher 
Education in congratulating 
these high-perfomling stu
dents. 

For further information, 
please contact principal 
Patricia Gardner at ( 413) 
863-7200. 

"We like to think of our
selves as an open and wel
coming school, but things 
change," said Catherine 
Brooks, school committee 
member. "There will be 
some minor inconvenienc
es." 

Ross said the ctll1'ent set- for textbooks and instmction 
up allows for classroom ($3,150), professional devel
doors only to be locked from opment ($3,800), library 
the outside, from the hall- materials ($4,000), and field 
way, which would mean, in trip transpo1tation ($1,000), 
an emergency situation, then adding back $6,000 to 
teachers would have to help reverse an ongoing 
briefly leave their students, deficit in the after-school 
exit the classroom, lock the program, which allows the 
door from the outside, then school to engage over 100 
pull the locked door shut as students in strnctured activi
they re-entered the class- ties after regular school 
room. hours until their parents get 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL TOWN CLERK 
Principal Anne Ross said 

the school was already 
equipped with security cam
eras and locking systems that 
would allow staff to keep the 
front door locked during 
school hours, monitor 
anivals, and open the door 
remotely from the office. 
She said the only staff 
change required will be to 
place an aide at the front 
door perhaps fifteen minutes 

Open Registration for Dogs, Town Officials 

As Ross explained, "The back from work to pick them 
recent tragedy at Sandy up. 
Hook Elementa1y School has The cuts will allow the 
us thinking about the ctment elementary school to present 
security we have throughout a preliminary budget 
the building. If there ever 

see LEVERETT pg 10 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE Gill POLICE LOG 
Horses and Heavy Wind 

Monday, 1/28 Subject out of gas. 
11 :35 am. Disabled motor Wednesday, 1/30 
vehicle on Main Road. 9: 10 am. Alaim sounded at 
Officer assisted with removal. 
12:10 pm. Animal com
plaint of horse loose on Boyle 
Road. Owners located to cap
ture same. 
Tuesday, 1/29 
8: 15 a.m. Motor vehicle acci
dent on Main Road at Munn's 
Feny. No injuries. 
11 :40 am. Animal Complaint 
of horse loose on Boyle Road. 
Owners located to capture 
saine. 
12:45 p.m. Assisted Mount 
He1mon School with suspi
cious subject. 
5:50 p 111. Disabled motor 
vehicle on Main Road. 

elementaiy school; employee 
e1Tor. 
6 p.m. Hit-and-nm prope1ty 
damage accident on Main 
Road. Under investigation. 
Thursday, 1/31 
8:05 am. Wll'es down on 
Main Road at N01th Cross 
due to heavy winds. Main 
Road shut down. 
8:40 am. Wll'es down on 
North Cross Road. Officer 
assisted WMECO. 
9 am. Wires down on Route 
2, reported on fire. Officer 
investigated. 
10:30 a.m. Officer located 
operator of hit-and-nm from 

previous evening. Resident on 
West Gill Road. Under inves
tigation. 
6 p.m. Walk in repo1t of past 
accident occu1Ted on Tuesday 
on the No11hfield Motmt 
Hermon campus. 
F1iday, 2/1 
2:30 pm. Stmcture fire at 
residence on Main Road. 
4:25 p m. Assisted state 
police with foot pursuit from 
motor vehicle stopped on 
Route 10. 
5:30 p.m. Welfai·e check of 
resident on Main Road. 
Subject OK. 
Sunday, 2/3 
1:55 pm. Sick raccoon in 
ai·ea of the public safety build
ing. Officers unable to locate. 

Dog Licenst>s Available 
Dog licenses are available 

at the Town Clerk's Office. 
All dogs 6 months and older 
must be licensed and tagged 
eve1y year. Proof of rabies 
vaccination and the appropri
ate fee is required. The fee is 
$4 for a neutered or spayed 
dog and $5 and for an unal
tered dog. A late fee of $20 
will be applied for dogs 
licensed after May 31. 

Dog licenses may be pur
chased on Wednesday 
evenings 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. or 
Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Call (978) 544-3395 x 
102 with any questions. 

Nomination Papers 
Availablt> 

Nomination papers for the 
Annual Town Election are 
now available at the Town 
Clerk's Office. The last day 
to obtain papers is March 14, 
and nomination papers sub
mission to the registrai·s of 
voters for certification are 
due by Monday, March 18. 

Offices that have one 3-
year tenn position open ai·e: 
Selectboard, Board of 
Assessors, Board of Health, 
Cemete1y Commissioner, 

Road Commissioner, and 
Town Constable. Planning 
Board has one 5-year tenn 
position and one 3-yeai· te1m 
position to fill. The School 
Committee has one 3-year 
te1m position and one 1-year 
te1m position to fill. Libra1y 
Trustees have two 3-year 
term positions open. 
Moderator and Tree Warden 
each have one I-year te1m 
position open. 

The annual town election 
will be held on Monday, May 
6. The polls will be open 
from Noon to 8 p.m. The 
deadline to register to vote is 
Tuesday, April 16. For more 
infonnation, call the Town 
Clerk at (978) 544-3395 x 
102. 

Elt>ction Dates and 
Absentee Voting 

There are three election 
dates scheduled for Wendell 
in 2013 thus far. The date for 
the State Primaiy is Tuesday, 
April 30 with a voter regis
tration deadline of April 10. 
The Annual Town Election is 
on May 6 with a voter regis
tration deadline of April 16, 
and the date for the State 
Election is Tuesday, Jtme 25 

with a voter registration 
deadline of June 5. 

In addition, the Annual 
Town Meeting is set to begin 
at 7 pm on Monday, Jtme 3 
with a voter registration 
deadline of May 14. All reg
istered voters should keep 
their registration info1mation 
up to date and info1m the 
t0\\'Il clerk of any changes in 
name, mailing address or res
idential street listing. 

The deadline to obtain an 
absentee voter application for 
any election is Noon the day 
prior to the election date. 
Applications ai·e available at 
the town clerk's office or on
line at: w,V11:sec.state.ma.us 
Submit your application 
early to allow sufficient time 
for the ballot to be mailed to 
you and returned by the close 
of polls on Election Day. 

To vote absentee, you 
must be out of to\\'Il on the 
day of the election, have a 
religious belief that prohibits 
you from being at the polls, 
or have a physical disability 
that prevents you from going 
to the polls. 

For more infonnation con
tact (978) 544-3395 x 102 or 
townclerk@,vendellmass.us. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)- '11 

2SMill=FallsRo: 1z ,S' 
Turners F-alls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pllnc.co111 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

11 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

-

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
I 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
- -.._,. Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 
MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ftiRECISION 
~~.1 '· REPAiRS 

Ph: (413) 863-2785 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES 

MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 
39 Center Road 

Gill,MA 01354 

FREE LOANER CARS 

~Q\ifl Of ~ 
Easy in-to\>,,1.1 location -n1rr1$1 -~ f 
Secure 24-hour access ptl\c.lS 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~ 
Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Ve11uo1s 

t? 

and Artists encouraged to inquire 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

PtTrR UJATrRS 
HOUSE PAINTING 

k\:.~:-978-544-6534 WP~i"
11 

• J• 

-~.-~-~-~-~-r.aiiii:"'\-~ 

Negus & Tay orl Inc. 
Monuments ¥-11!!/!!JVC 

~~~ ~.,~ People often come lo see us 
because their parents 
and their grandparents did. 
We' re proud to hove 
that kind of loyalty, 
ond we work hard to keep it. 
- Gory and Nancy Melen 

~\f.- iYt f We engri::ve •f 
t11cmor1es 

{ that last forever I 
MAIN OFFICE n3-9552 
10 MUI Street, Greenfield, MA 

M.T.L.C.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

$potia.tiring in 1111 Mp,f..lth of lawn 01rd P,.,,pety MttitrlMantt.f. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
Now accepting calls for new clients for snow 
removal within 12 miles of Montague Center 

IIOJidential & Commmial • lullv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD MERING 

Planning For The Unplanned 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Outside the Jan. 30 selectboard 
meeting, the fog was so thick that 
virtually eve1yone coming into the 
office room mentioned it upon 
entering. It rolled and coiled like an 
opaque mass across roads, and a 
traveller might suddenly be sur
prised to find hin1Self in a clear 
stretch of road, then a moment later 
find himself back in the blinding 
mist. 

Paul Daniello from the Mount 
Grace Conservation Land Tmst was 
scheduled to meet the board at 8 
p.m. to discuss the Cronquist prop
e1ty conse1vation restriction, but by 
nine o'clock, he still had not 
reached the office building. 

The board had completed their 
other work by then, and after a 
failed effo1t to reach him by phone 
at the Land Trust, the only phone 
number on hand, the board 
adjourned with the hope that he had 
turned back or stayed home rather 
than tiy to drive through that fog. 

from LEVERETT page 9 
reduced by approximately $36,000 
from last year's total to the select
board and finance committee at the 
school budget hearing scheduled in 
town hall for Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. The 
rest of the savings resulted from the 
reduction of one 6th grade teacher, 
when the cmTent double 6th grade 
class graduates in June, and from 
the hiring of new teachers at a 
lower step than recently depaited 
senior staff. 

Selectboard member Peter 
d'EITico addressed the school com
mittee on Monday, urging them to 
craft a budget that looked at the big 
picture of education spending in 
town, including the FYI 4 request 
from the Amherst-Pelliam Regional 
School for a roughly $900,000 
increase, which will translate to a 
$100,000 assessment increase for 
Leverett this year. 

D'EITico said a recent budget 
presentation by Chris Condit, on 

Charles and Shay Cooper met 
the selectboard to discuss implica
tions and consequences of the town 
joining, or electing not to join, the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). After weighing both 
options, the board decided the town 
should join the program. The 
Coopers, of Kentfield Road, own 
one of the two Wendell houses that 
lie within the floodplains as shown 
in the maps that the Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) has provided the town. 
The other house is unoccupied and 
is on the market. 

The NFIP allows people who 
own homes within a designated 
floodplain to buy flood insurance at 
a reduced rate, and in fact, outside 
the NFIP, flood insurance is either 
prohibitively expensive or m1avail
able. The NFIP also requires banks 
that finance homes within the 
floodplain to require home buyers 
to buy that insurance, which costs 
an average of $900 a year. 

As homeowners within a flood-

behalf of the library trustees, got 
him thinking about the town's 
budget making process, after 
Condit told the selectboard on Jan. 
29 that he had come before them 
"to advocate for the library." 
Advocacy, in a budget situation 
detennined by finite and arguably 
insufficient resources, involved not 
only speaking for one depaitment's 
budget, but in effect speaking 
against the budgetaiy needs of 
other departments, d'Errico argued. 

"It's like saying books are more 
important than police," d'EITico 
continued. "Here's what we need. 
You find the money. We're basical
ly tiying to function in a dysfunc
tional tax system, locally and in the 
state. That's what keeps me up at 
night. All departments should look 
at the budget as a whole, not say, 
'Here's what we want - it's up to 
you to cut the baby up."' 

Regional school representative 
Kip Fonsh said the regional 

Delp Wanted 
Sales Representatives for the 

Montague Reporter 
We are a non-profit, weekly print newspaper. 

We run ads for businesses throughout 
Franklin County. 

Commission-based pay. 

Interested parties should contact 
ads@montaguereporter.org or (413) 863-8666 

for more information. 

plain, the Coopers had received 
information about the program 
from the town, and before this 
meeting they had read it carefolly. 
At first they were skeptical about 
the value of the NFIP, but they 
learned that a town that does not 
sign up becomes ineligible for other 
kinds of federal disaster relief. The 
documents were vague about what 
kind of aid might be at stake, but in 
the last decade, Wendell and other 
Franklin County towns have gotten 
federal aid to help pay for tornado, 
ice, and hunicane and flood dam
age. 

Joining the NFIP will cost the 
town nothing beyond the expense 
of the pape1work, and FRCOG 
offers help both with that and with 
w11ting the necessary bylaws. The 
Coopers' situation allows them not 
to be forced to buy flood insurance, 
and Charles said they were not 
interested 11ght now. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
said his main wony, when Pat 
Smith of the FRCOG first brought 

the program to the town's attention, 
was of forcing another expense on 
households. Selectboard chair 
Christine Heard said she was skep
tical at first, saw the virtue of mak
ing flood insurance available, but 
did not like the obligation either. 
That is why she contacted the 
Coopers, as ovmers of Wendell's 
only occupied house in the mapped 
flood plain area. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said the idea of "the insur
ance-industrial complex rearing its 
ugly head creeps me out," but then 
he added that in practical temis 
joining the program makes sense. 
Charles Cooper said the program 
also allows townspeople to buy 
mudslide and other insurance, and 
town coordinator Nancy Ald11ch 
said that outside of the program the 
town would not be able to get haz
ard mitigation grants. Board mem
bers agreed with the Coopers, and 
decided the town should pa1ticipate 
in the NFIP. 

Continuing his office's response 

school's $900,000 budget increase septic system with other nearby 
should be viewed in the context of town buildings. The selectboai·d 
ongoing cuts, including an equal recommended the school hire 
cut of $900,000 to close a roughly another janitor after hefil1llg sever
$1.8 million deficit for the coining al complaints about the appearance 
year. He predicted those cuts would of the school in recent weeks; the 
lead to not only a reduction in staff, school committee felt the school 
but also a reduction in electives, was being kept clean enough, gen
and an increased focus on the core era.Uy, in view of the pressure to 
cuITiculum. "Streainlining and effi- conserve finances. 
ciency" are the hallmarks of the The committee approved Ross's 
regional budget, said Fonsh, result- recommendation to increase the 
ing in "fewer choices for sh1dents." cost of pre-school h1ition from $28 

Meanwhile, the school commit- to $30 a day, $15 on half days, an 
tee objected to the selectboard's increase from the cuITent h1ition of 
suggestion they should fund a third $28 a day, $12.90 on half days. 
janitor's salary ($24,273) out of Ross said individual financial hard
their operating budget, although ship would be taken into account in 
they seemed open to the idea of dete1mining sliding scale rates, and 
funding a portion of the town's pro- that no child would be denied a slot 
posed facilities management posi- in the pre-K program due to 
tion, in recognition of the fact that finances. The continuing balance in 
the school shai·es a public water the school's preschool revolving 
supply, and other utilities such as a fund has declined from $28,348 in 

Help Wanted 
Town of Erving is accepting 
applications for a Part- Time 
Seasonal worker to help main
tain the Town's cemeteries and 
other properties. This involves 
cutting grass using Town 
equipment. Approximately 10-
19 hr/wk. Start in May 2013 
and work through the grass
cutting season. Pay $10-
$12/hr. Application at Town 
Hall, 12 E. Main St., Erving, 
MA. 01344. EOE. Respond by 3 
pm on 2/26/13. Questions to 
423-3354. 

FY'08 to just $2,651 last year, 
prompting the increase. 

The school committee noted the 
impending depaiture of ten school 
choice sh1dents, when the double 
6th grade graduates next yeai·, will 
result in a $50,000 loss to the 
school choice revolving fund, 
which LES has used as a cash 
reserve account to subsidize pro
grains like the after-school and pre
K programs in the past. That cash 
account is currently at about 
$120,000, according to Union-28 
business manager Mike Kociela. 

Reporting on the progress of 
discussions on regionalizing the 
elementaiy schools of Leverett and 
Shutesbmy with the schools of 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai .~--~ 
Bryan G. Hobbs 

Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Ai.rsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 
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to Pooser's concern about low-fly
ing smveillance helicopters, (now 
fonner) Senator Keny sent the 
town a letter stating that the 
Massachusetts National Guard is 
the appropriate avenue for the 
town's communication. 

Aldrich said that there would be 
cost associated with the tovm con
necting to and being served by the 
Massachusetts Broadband Initiative 
(MBI)'s iniddlemile fiberoptic line, 
but that the amount it will cost is 
still up in the air. Coll1lecting to the 
MBl's line will also save on inter
net satellite bills for the police sta
tion, and on telephone bills for the 
office building, because it will 
enable long-distance calls to be 
made using a voice-over-internet 
service. 

Heard said that the emergency 
management committee meeting, 
called to organize how each town 
building might be used dmmg a 
sustained emergency, was produc
tive and went quickly. The commit-

see WENDELL page 12 

Pelham and Amherst, committee 
member Sarah Dolven said, "This 
is a huge process, with multi-lay
ered concerns. We have to get edu
cated. We are the conduit to the 
community" on school regionaliza
tion, which Dolven characterized 
as coming "fast and furious." 

Superintendent Joan Wickman, 
who ad1nitted any comment she 
made on the possibility of Leverett 
and Shutesbmy regionalizing K-12 
with Amherst-Pelham would 
smack of "sour grapes," because 
"of course, you're just defending 
your jobs," nonetheless spoke up in 
favor of Leverett Elementaiy's cur
rent emphasis on a.its education, 
the greenhouse program, and the 
advenhlre program. 

"This is where the quality of 
education happens," said 
Wickman, implying that such pro
grams might be at risk if Leverett 
were to become part of a larger 
region. (For details on the educa
tional and financial pros and cons 
of the proposed regionalization 
plan, see article on page I.) 

A fomm on the proposed school 
regionalization will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Feb. 28 at the Leverett 
Elementary gymnasium. On 
Sahirday, March 9, at 9 am. at the 
middle school, the regional plan
ning board will decide whether to 
bring the proposal forward to town 
meeting voters in Leverett, 
Shutesbury, and Pelham in 
November, and Amherst will 
schedule a special election. 

GRIEAl SIEAIFOOD & 
Gooo TiMres 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

lil 

413-774,5517 
fi!!I' 335 High Street, Greenfield 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

B1yan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
greenfield imported ca rs.com (sales} 
~ GICP.com (parts: 774-2819)~ 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CR$, e-PRO, GR/, SF1eS, CBR Office: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: l413) 83~-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: l413J 863-9166 
Home Fax-: j413) 863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEs1ate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing SpeciaList • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ~- Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM jk 
Wendell, MA ..; YF 

Serulng Nampslllre And Franklin Counlie§ ""\· 'I>.(~~ 

Qissance lii:uders 
~alitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfiwug1it 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ione's 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
1.01. Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. -~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Never 
Cry Wolf (1983). PG, 
105 minutes. 7:30 p.m. 
Music before the movie: 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 

ALL THE TIME: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

The Millers Falls Library Club: 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Daniel Hales & the Frost 
Heaves, indie rock, folk, 
country mix. 7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, 
Shelburne Falls: Pamela 
Means and Brook 
Batteau, benefit for the 

open 1 0 a.m. to 4 p.m. venue, 7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Ray Mason, indie rock, 2 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Dead of Winter Film 
Series, Monsoon Wedding (2001, 
dir. Mira Nair). 7 p.m., free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Steve 
Crow, Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, 
warped americana, 8:30 to 10:30 
p.m. 

FEBRUARY 2 through MARCH Wendell Free Library: Movie Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
31 screening, The Island of Dr. Karaoke. 9 p.m., free. 

Nina's 
Falls: 
Erotic 
artists. 

Nook, Avenue A, Turners 
Moreau. 7:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
Sensual>Sexual>Smut. Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 

art by local ----------- Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Ginevra & Mike's Open Mike 
Cabaret. 8 p.m., free. 

Free after school program. 3:30 to LOCAL EVENTS: 
4:45 p.m. WEDNESDA~FEBRUARY13 

THURSDAY, FEBRU
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers ARY 7 Augusta Savage Gallery, New 

Africa House, UMass, Amherst: 
a talk by Dr. Katherine Anne 
Paul, Bardo & Rebirth: Tibetan 
Visions of Potential Lifetimes. 7 
to 8 p.m. Free. 

Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Poker 
tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music, activi
ties and snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 
a.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 9 
p.m to midnight. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll and 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers are invited. 1 O to 
11 a.m. Free. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, and 
Schultzy from Curly Fingers 
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Free. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Open Mic Night, 9:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

Montague Inn: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 
p.m. 

ART SHOWS: 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 

Mocha Maya's, 
Shelburne Falls: The 
Collected Poets 
Series featuring Cindy 
Snow and Betsy 
Wheeler, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, 
Wendell: Richard 
Chase, acoustic driv
en originals, 8 to 1 O 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Falltown String 
Band. 8 p.m., free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Shout Lulu, southern string 
band. 8 p.m., free. 

~ Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: 
; Simon White and Boo Pearson, 
~ acoustic reggae, 8 to 10:30 
0 gp.m. 
Ill 

~ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
< 
~ Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
il: Falls: Allie Farris, piano-driven FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 

8 

Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Friends 
Coffeehouse with Mark 
and Beverly Davis, 

Brattleboro jazz singer Samirah Evans will bring her 
Handsome Devils to Saturday's Mardi Gras party at 

Greenfield's Arts Block Cafe. The party is now a benefit for 
S amirah fallo111ing a chimney fire at her house. 8 p.m. 

classic rock. Northeast debut. 
8 p.m., free. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: The 
Roosters, classic rock dance 
music by Bruce Scofield and 

String Plucked Duo. Folk, classi
cal, rock and jazz-informed 
plucked string instrumentation. 7 
to 9 p.m., suggested donation. 

Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: Never Cry Wolf 
(1983). PG, 105 minutes. 7:30 
p.m. Music before the movie: 
Whistlestop, old-time music. 7 
p.m. 

Happier Valley Comedy Show with 
the Ha-Ha's & Side of Toast. 7:30 
p.m., $ 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Mardi 
Gras Party featuring Samirah 
Evans and her Handsome Devils, 
jazz/blues, and Lil' Orphans Cajun 
Express, cajun dance. Benefit for 
Samirah and Chris after their 
recent house fire. 8 p.m., $ 

Mark Feller, 8 to 10:30 p.m. 

CALL for PHOTO SUBMISSIONS 

Four Seasons on the Leverett 
Trails. March and April exhibit at 
the Leverett Library. Sponsored by 
the Leverett Trails Committee. See 
www.rattlesnakeguttertrust.org/trai 
ls/photo-exhibit/ for more informa
tion. Deadline February 15. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Boys CALL for POETRY SUBMIS
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: Night Out, vintage rock feat. Jeff SIONS 
The Peachy's, americana blues, 8 Bauman. 9 to 11 p.m. 
p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Dan 
Kennedy, new age piano. 8 p.m., $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Village 
Hill, jazz/fusion. 9:30 p.m., free. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Glamour Shots! Party with photog
rapher Joanna Chattman. Wear 
your '80s/'90s glamorous best. 
9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Rhythm, Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Inc., reggae, 9:30 p.m. to midnight Falls: Moose & the High Tops, 70s 

and 80s classic hits. 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9 

Northfield Mountain: The 

Slate Roof Press, Greenfield: 1st 
Annual Poetry Chapbook Contest. 
Winner will become an active 
member and have a limited-edi
tion, art-quality chapbook pub
lished by Slate Roof, a member
run non-profit collaborative. $20 
reading fee. Deadline has been 
extended to February 15. Visit 
slateroofpress.com for more info. 
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Memonal Hall Theater 

mrn□lE PICTIJRES 
Friday & Saturday 

Feb 8th & 9th at 7:30 p.m. 
NEVER CRY WOLF 

The /roe story of life among wolves. 
1983, PG, 105 min. 

Music 1/2 hour before movie 
Fri. Whistlestop, Sat. Frost Heaves 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

r~J ... l\ r K 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

'teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs 'training 
.Fot· information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Draft 
Beer Fine Wine 

Thm-sclay, 2/7 8 to 10 p.m. 
Ricluu·d Chase, ftCOustic originals 

F1iclay, 2/8 9:30 p.m. to midnight 
Rhythm, Inc., 1·eggae 

SatUl'day, 2/9 9 to 11 p.m. 
Boys Nigl1t Out, feat. Jeff Bauman 

S,wday, 2/10 9 to 11:30 p.m. 

Steve Crow, Peter Kim, Joe Fitzpatrick 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the Wendell Country Store 

w·w·w,DcjttBrewPub,com 
1E!iltJl'El'1J'afr.@a;)!iJl'l~r.rafil'ilr~JcTtmla t Iii 

Thurs 2/7 8pm FREE 
FALLTOWN STRING BAND 

FRI 2/ 8 9:30 FREE 
Village Hill fjazzlf usionJ 

SAT 2/9 1 Opm FREE 
GLAMOUR SHOTS MEGAPARTY! 
lw. photog J. Chattman! Don your 
80s/90s "best" la.k.a. "worst") 

SUN 2/ 10 6:30 FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

(only karaoke in Feb., so 
BRINGIT!I 

78 THIID STREET 
TURNERS FILLS, Ml 
IIIIIIIZWIIUSTnll.CGM 
TEL:413-863-2866 

Winter Sky. Indoor and----------------
outdoor program to intro
duce the constellations 
and their stories. Ages 8 

0~ Brian R. San Soucie 
(:Y Locksmith - CRL 

{;\ 'ina 'S Uniquities, Frivolities & 
JV ' Unnecessariums 

Certified• Bohdcd• lf1st1r,·r/ and older. Pre-register by Servmg Iha Area /or over 25 yea,s 

We Install all Types of locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

calling (800) 859-2960. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. 

26 Mon1ag\Je s1,.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

Pothole • Dead Bolts 
Pictures, • Household lock Sets Bvcip4U 290·1162 

863-2471 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD 

Great Rates, Fully Insured! 

Gl"eenfield ~ -operative: a 
Bank 

II Groat Financial Partner "'19 
BestLocalBank.com 

Reach All Locations 772-0293 
Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 

MEMBER FlllC 
~EMBERSIF 

Patrick Smith 
CSSL # 100236 

Montague, MA 01351 

Insured * EASTERN 

• Sp~,';!;"t;.~!~! ~!9.!. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combfnations Changed fax 863-8022 

Jonathan Abbott 
55/ I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you. 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In Home Appointments 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

:Nooft 
wed. - thurs.: 4 -6 
fri - sat.: 1 -6 
sun.: 1 -4 
Holiday hours 'til xmas 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

t!RSATIVS HAIRt!UTTING 
PSRMC a. t!OlORC 

Men, Women S. ~hltdl'ett 

!r..wtsr~~ ~-c~-~~-'. a-_~-~ 
Gift eetfifieates Available 

863-2022 
Matte ea.dine 74 PROCPSeT ff. 
Rlehatcl IHGeotge (Thursdays) TURNSRC FALLC 

up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Ma;n Streec, Green(teld • 413-774-3500 • green{leld@copycn1princshop.com 
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SONG from page 1 

bridge that has been choking off the 
lifeblood ofTumers for the last three 
years, and in the shadow of the dam 
that has been choking off the free 
nm of the River herself for centuries. 

In the same anarchic vein as the 
Noisecapades' 2011 engagement, 
the urge to command an audience's 
attention, to play something recog
nizable in any time-honored College 
of Music Knowledge as an offering 
of the mainstream cun-i.culum, to 
hamess melody, rhythm, or lyi-i.c to 
any traditional collllmmal experi
ence was, at first hypothermic blush, 
entirely absent. But this did nothing 
to deter the crowd from r-i.sking frost
bite in pursuit of sonic chaos. 

What song does the river sing? 
What song does the river sing? 
Moving down the line ... 

Thus sang Bryan Gillig, playing a 
yellow kazoo and a large portable 
wooden squeezebox perched 
wheezily on the gelid rock and 
cmmbled cement foundations of the 
former Montague Paper Mill, and it 
was a good question the whole 2-1/2 
hour ser-i.es of five-minute perform
ances might have addressed. But that 
was not the point. Or, as jazz saxo
phonist Wayne Shorter happened to 
put it the next day in the New York 
Tzmes: "One thing we talk about is 
that to 'play that' we have to maybe 
play music that doesn't sound like 
music." 

Dust Savior, from N011hampton, 
knelt on a smt of prayer mg by the 
river's edge in a Stetson hat, a long 
black coat, leggings, and handsome
ly tooled red leather boots as she 
beat a tambomme and cried, 

The tip of this mountain will be an 
island! 

The tip of this mountain will be an 
island! 

And when you die, be ready to die 
again ... 

Asked the meaning of her per
formance, she looked with pity on 
her interlocutor for the obtuseness of 
the question and replied, "It's really 
just a message." 

Neil Young, of Central Street, got 
the proceedings going promptly at 2 
p.m., even though there were no 
more than a brave and shiver-i.ng few 
straggling down the path at that hour 
to hear him. 

Young had forewamed attendees 
it would not be possible to perform 
on the river ice. First Light Power 
had lowered the gates of the dam to 
release water from last week's warm 
rains, and the resulting toll'ent had 
washed most of the remaining ice 
away. 

"We will be trying to keep time," 
said Young, refenmg to the duration 

269 MAIN STREET 
GREENFIELD, MA 01301 

SI0TROK@EARTHLINK.NET 
J0HND0EJUNI0R.C0M 

413-775-0069 

We buy record collections bio and small. 
We carry every genre and speed of 

vinyl records 
(lPs, 33s, 45s, 78s). 

Family owned and operated since 2009. 
Buy the record collector in your 

life a gift certificate for Valentine's Day! 

~IC ~!ICALIHSTll/ME.'m 

~REATiONs 

AU U'l4toc.lt ne-,r, uud, 
und consignmt:lll items. 
(Q,o- ....... ,....1p.,.c....-..,. .... D:..li., 

ws,....; .. ~o,~ 
Offff.£•p..-,,l2./.tt,._J2 

Q;e.-poi, ,U~<NI--Jk'I ..i., 

281 Main St. 
Greenfield Nti,,01301 

413.325.8042 
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Performer Crank Sturgeon leads the assemb!J in a participatory vocal piece. 

of the acts, not to any attempt at met
r-i.cal rigor. He stmck a gong at 
"interstitial moments" between acts, 
and once to end an act that had gone 
past its limit. "We will keep going 
until we are through," he added, 
although many in the audience 
departed before others had arrived, 
as the chill of the day dimmed their 
ar·dor. 

Young himself performed a work 
in progress he called Slide the 
Hammer, which involved a neat 
trick the Norse gods would have 
appreciated: casting a shiny metal 
finish hammer with a dimpled black 
rubber handle out across the ice
slick rocks, reeling it back with a 
ten-foot length of sash rope, then 
tossing it in a different direction, 
with a satisfying clatter. Young 
tossed the harnmer again and again, 
creating a metallic tintinnabulation 
on the frozen rocks. At the same 
time he swirled a marble in the bot
tom of a perforated metal canister, 
producing the small whir1111g noise a 
momning dove miglit make if it 
were pinioned to a rapidly rotating 
pottery wheel. The small crowd 
watched respectfolly. 

Shortly after, two women 
stIUiruned ukuleles with stiff fingers, 
looking neitlier at tliemselves or 
tlieir audience as they sat on plastic 
milk crates and mumbled inaudible 
words about a friend of theirs who 
was an inveterate liar·. As they sang, 
a fair-haired child stood nearby and 
clutched a large block of ice he had 
found, half the size of his torso. 

Abortus Fever, of Holyoke, 
all'anged four monotrons on a drift
wood stump, plugged into a battery 
powered micro-cassette player, and 
proceeded to flail large numbers of 
amplified electr·ons in the frozen air. 

He reproduced the sounds of mating 
cicadas in a whirling electric storm 
and caused them to mutate into 
hyperactive monkeys hmtling 
through intergalactic underbrush at 
warp speed. Another Holyoke artist, 
Gastric Lavage, performed while 
framed withiri the archway of the 
fomidations of tlie former paper mill, 
on an unamplified electr-i.c guitar·, so 
quietly as to be inaudible to many. 

This year's Noisecapades had 
an elegiac, almost prayerful quali
ty, underlying if not unifying the 
disparate pieces. Has humanity 

WENDELL from page 10 

tee decided that the town hall could 
be used to house displaced and tem
porar-i.ly homeless people; its kitchen 
is not now ready to feed people but 
a collllnittee is workirig to make it 
usable, even for preparing food for 
tlle public. 

The Diemand Fann already has a 
legal commercial kitchen. The office 
building meeting room could hold 
people with special needs, possibly 
day sleepers, and meetings could be 
held in the selectboard office. 

The senior and community center 
has no generator, but could be sup
plied electr-i.city, and tllerefore heat, 
with a portable generator - the 
police department has several - and 
serve as a medical office. 

The library can provide daytime 
living space, water, books, arid a 
playground. The highway gar·age 
holds tlle emergency operations cen
ter and has a large, but not wheel
chair-accessible, upstairs meeting 
room. 

One unanswered question is how 
long tlle generators can nm before 
they use up the propane in their 
tanks. One answer is that numillg 

really evolved so far from nature 
that it could no longer sing? Is all 
technology doomed to fall to 
pieces, like the graffiti-covered 
rubble of the old Cutlery Mill? Are 
we doomed to follow the apoc
ryphal roadmap of messages 
tagged on the cement fish ladder -
'Lola '09', 'Crack the System', 
'Mega' - that served as a backdrop 
for Holyoke video artist Torsten 
Zenas Bums, as he posed in a 
gorilla mask arid ultl'a-punk haz
mat suit, lighting the small colored 
smoke bombs he had strapped to 

time depends on the load, and no 
absolute ariswer exists, but it should 
be possible to get a rough idea, and 
add tanks or exchange the ones in 
place for larger tanks at one or more 
buildings if necessary. The highway 
garage generator is not str·ong 
enougli to r1lll the building compres
sor, and should be replaced with a 
larger one. 

Dmmg an emergency, every town 
building in use should have a town 
official on the premises. 

Keller said that nationally known 
folk and blues singer Tom Rush 
owes Wendell's Klondike Koehler a 
favor, arid so will be performing at 
the March 30 Full Moon 
Coffeehouse. 

Building occuparicy is limited to 
150 people, although that number 
was probably exceeded at Vic 
Scutar-i. 's memorial, and Keller sug
gested reviewing that number with 
fire chief Everett Ricketts and build
ing irispector Phil Delorey. Tickets 
will be available to Wendell resi
dents first. One change that should 
be made before then is to install illu
minated exit signs inside the build
irig. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666 
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T11c~i1l TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seroin9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lrn n~ I Jo1.~J~~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpitpizza.mm 

JI Batik Row, GIid. 
413-475-3S70 

woodfired pizzeria 

lj (1tll:Z• , 
-.Professional Pain~3 • • ' g . .· . 

Contractor - • -;_ . . .. 
mg Western Mass ~ . . 

f A A,, .. ·. rom venue . . ..... • :•·.·:·. 
. . '£ .. ji'~ .• 

. www:coutruebros.com · l"'f,., .. 

A Turners • • 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Aigy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnersfallsplZZa.cam 
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

February 7, 2013 

his upper body? 
Aya Yamasaki Brown 

and her husband Jason, 
performirig as Overture, 
brought the event to a 
moment of concentl'ated 
ritualistic awareness as 
tlley silently arrnnged 15 
rice balls on a tray of 
spiked mizuna, embel
lishing them witll ground 
sesame, paprika, pump
kin seeds and shredded 
nori The working title of 
this piece is A Great 
Supper, and the focused 
stillness of their perform
ance allowed time to 
reflect on the spiritual 
setting. It was Yamasaki 
Brown, after all, who 
reminded all at the first 
annual Noisecapades tllat 
"art is not only for inside, 
or under the roof." 

The noise of the rush
ing river provided the 
soundtrack for 

Overture's rice ball ceremony, and 
the wind, on which seventeen 
Cariada geese took wing toward 
the shores of Wissatinnewag. 
They were soon joined by innu
merable others, flying in all direc
tions, in ones or twos, or in 
chevrons and phalaI1Xes uncount
able. Yamasaki Brown may be 
onto something. Perhaps the pat
tern of music is best appreciated 
in silence, and the purpose of art 
best revealed in the sky. u 

Pooser said that at the food-relat
ed meetings, the Finarice Cormnittee 
made an impassioned plea for new 
members to fill out the committee. 
Member Doug Tallller wanted to 
make a spending distinction between 
hard and quantifiable assets, like 
improvements being developed for 
the town hall kitchen, and less quan
tifiable expenses, like consultants 
and food secm-i.ty. Pooser said that 
Good Neighbors recently incorpo
rated as a non-profit organization, 
and that 30% of Wendell takes 
advantage of the Good Neighbors 
food distr-i.bution. 

Aldr-i.ch had a letter from FRCOG 
offering technical help in several 
ar·eas, and asking that the select
board pr-i.oritize what they c01isid
ered the town's needs. Board mem
bers discussed the list and chose 
broadband intemet connection for 
every household first, followed in 
importance by: a regional irlforma
tion technology analysis, a confer
ence on the aging population of 
towns in Franklin County, and a 
study of regionalizing fire 
services within the county. II 
Nichols Vision 

Now in Turners Falls 
Free "no pressure" 
Consultations 
Bring your prescription in 
todayT 

~ 
Providers for EYEMED, 
DA VIS VISION, AARP, 

CELTICARE, and others. 
Nichols Vision 
296 Avenue A 
(Miskinis TV Building) 
Turners Falls, MA 0 13 7 6 
(413) 863 -0100 




