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SPRING PARADE RESCHEDULED TO SUNDAY, APRIL 21 AT 1PM

Gill-Montague Selects New A Tw1ce Told Race
Superintendent \ 2

Michael Sullivan, the Gill-Montague
school district selection for superinten-
dent, at the Meet & Greet event for him
on Monday, April 8, 2013. Sullivan
spoke to community members prior to his
interview before the school committee.
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By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

After a long-considered process,
the Gill-Montague school commit-
tee voted on Thursday, April 11,
to select Michael Sullivan as their
new permanent superintendent. Im-
mediately following the vote, Joyce
school committee chair,
stepped out to call Sullivan and get
his response to their decision. After
a few moments she came back to
report that he had accepted the of-
fer, pending successful completion
of contract negotiations.

Sullivan’s salary, according to
the ad, will range from $130,000
to $160,000 per year. Phillips next
informed the school committee, and
the public, that the current interim
superintendent, Mark Prince, had
left the district, and would be on
paid leave until the end of his con-

see SUPERINTENDENT pg 5

see RIVER RATS, page -3

Remembering the
Turners Falls Victims
of Domestic Violence

By DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS - In
the second week of May,
1989, after three Turners
Falls women had been killed
over the previous 20 months
by their domestic partners
and a Greenfield high school
student, Sharon Gregory,
murdered, apparently by a
schoolmate, the New England
Learning Center for Women
in Transition (NELCWIT),
the grassroots organization
in Greenfield that maintains a
women’s shelter, held a com-
munity Week of Awareness
to focus attention on domes-
tic violence. As part of that
consciousness raising week,
a march was held in Turners
Falls, and trees were planted
in Peskeompskut Park to me-
morialize the women who
had been killed.

Less than a week later,
community members were
back at the park, wailing,
screaming and crying, mourn-
ing the death of another Turn-
ers Falls woman — Tracy She-
perd, 27 — mother of a six
year old boy, Trevor. Tracy
had been killed by her boy-
friend, David MacDonald,
during the Week of Aware-
ness, and her body left in the
woods off Route 63 near the
Leverett town line, in a sleep-
ing bag covered with leaves.
Rumor had it that MacDon-
ald had strangled her with a
motorcycle chain.

It seemed at the time as if
the fabric of the community
of Montague, which had not
known a homicide in over
a century, had been ripped

apart and would never be
made whole again. Press re-
ports around the country fo-
cused on the rash of domestic
killings, and Turners Falls
became briefly infamous as
the per-capita murder capital
of Massachusetts.

“It is deeply ironic, if
that’s even the right word, to
find out, after a whole week
of education on violence, that
here we have another murder
to deal with,” protest organiz-
er Debra McLaughlin told the
Associated Press at the time.
“It’s hard not to feel over-
whelmed.”

“It’s insanity,” women’s
shelter volunteer Mary Os-
borne told the A.P. She
blamed the violence, in part,
on the hard times that had
befallen the town, which she
characterized as “working
class, depressed: the factories
are all gone, the people have
been stripped of dignity in a
lot of ways.”

Former Montague police
chief Michael Saharceski
asked a reporter from the
Worcester Telegram and Ga-
zette rthetorically: “How do
you stop it? Do you station
police officers in everybody’s
home?”

The murders began on
September 21, 1987, when
Vivian Morrissey, a popu-
lar waitress at Turners Falls
Pizza, mother of two small
children, was strangled to
death at the bottom of the
basement stairs in her home
across from the Turners Falls
High School by her ex-boy-
friend, Gregory Martino. The

see VICTIMS page 9

Unity Park Construction to Begin April 22
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The architect’s sketch above outlines the proposed Phase 11 improvements to Unity Park. Courtesy Berkshire Design Group, In.

Among the many new projects are reseeding of both ball fields, a new outfield fence, a fitness path encircling the ball fields, an exer-

cise station, a refurbished basketball court, a butterfly garden, a rain garden, a community garden and a paved parking lot flanking
the basketball court. A proposed skate park has been tabled for the time being, but the space for one is still set aside.

By JON DOBOSZ

TURNERS FALLS -
Phase II of the Unity Park
Construction Project will be-
gin on Monday, April 22. The
$450,000, grant-funded proj-
ect will entail a re-seeding of
both ball fields, a new outfield
fence, a new backstop for
Field #2, a paved fitness path
going around both ball fields
with four fitness stations, a
refurbished basketball court

and picnic area, community
garden, rain garden, butterfly
garden, and a newly-paved
parking lot adjacent to the
basketball court.
Construction is scheduled
to continue through the end of
this summer, where access to
the ball fields will be closed
for re-grading and seeding.
Most other areas located in
the eastern portion of the park
will also be off limits during
construction. Patrons of the

park should expect limited
interruption in the western
portion of the park, where
the Fieldhouse and new play-
ground are located.

The Montague Parks &
Recreation Department has
re-located some of their pro-
grams for this spring, but
the office will remain open
throughout this phase. Cur-
rently, the department intends
to keep their playground pro-
gram located at Unity Park

this summer, as well.

This project is funded
through the Community De-
velopment Block Grant, ad-
ministered by the Franklin
County Housing and Rehabil-
itation Authority. Diversified
Construction out of Ambherst,
MA is the General Contrac-
tor.

For questions regarding
the project, feel free to con-
tact MPRD at (413) 863-3216
or recdir@montague-ma.gov.
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Pet of the Week

Take Home
A Huntress

Taz

I am an affectionate girl who
prefers the quiet company of other
ladies. I love to play “huntress”
with my toy mice, and curl up on
a lap for some petting at the end of
the day. I would love to find a lap of
my own!

For more information on
adopting me, contact the Dakin
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at
(413) 548-9898 or info@dvphs.org.

PAPER
Week of April 22nd
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

NANCY L. DOLE

now located at
20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

The MHontague Reporter
Published weekly on Thursdays.
Every other week in
July and August.

No paper last week of December.
PHONE (413) 863-8666
Please note new email addresses:
editor@montaguereporter.org
ads@montaguereporter.org
bills@montaguereporter.org
circulation@montaguereporter.
org
events@montaguereporter.org
info@montaguereporter.org
poetry@montaguereporter.org
subscriptions@montaguereporter.
org
Send address changes to:
The Montague Reporter
58 4th Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376
Advertising and copy deadline is
Monday at NOON.

This newspaper shall not be liable
Jor errors in advertisements, but
will print without charge that part
of the advertisement in which an
error  occurred. The publishers
reserve the right fo refiise adver-
tising for any reason and to alter
copy or graphics to conform fto
standards of the newspaper, such
as they are.

Annual Subscription Rate:
$25/$30/$50, depending on address.
Call us or contact
subscriptions(@montaguersporter.org
with any questions.

Leverett Library News
Book Discussion: David Toomey

Assistant Professor of English
and Director of the Program for
Professional Writing and Techni-
cal communications at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, and one-time
Leverett resident, David Toomey
will talk about his new book, Weird
Life, on April 23 at 7:00 p m.

The March 8 New York Times
review describes the book as “a
breakneck tour through natural his-

L
My M

Jobnnie (left), Ethan (center), and Pamela, hard at work at a children’s gardening

tory, encounters of an impossible
kind, researchers as weird as the
organisms they pursue that leads
the reader to wonder where science
ends and fantasy begins.”

Want to practice and improve
your Spanish in a casual environ-
ment? Join the Spanish Conversa-
tion Group at the Leverett Library
every Tuesday through the end of
May, from 5 to 6:15 p.m.

workshop at the Brick House Conrmunity Resonrce Center in Turners Falls.

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-LAUGANNO PHOTOS

Ly

LY
Jocelyn carefully carries a plant fo the garden at the Brick House.
The workshops were provided during school vacation week.

!

The Town of Gill will be street
sweeping Gill's Riverside
neighborhood during the week
of April 22. Sweeping will
occur between the hours of
7 a.m. and 3 p.m. The exact
date is weather-dependent.

Attention Montague Precinct One
town meeting members: A pre-
town meeting meeting will be
held on April 25 at 7 p m. at the
Montague Center Fire Station, to
discuss the warrant articles for the
annual town meeting.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
By FRED CICETTI

Q. If you have high blood pres-
sure, aren 't you better off just taking
old-fashion water pills instead of all
these fancy drugs?

Water pills (aka diuretics) are the
oldest and best studied of the drugs
used to treat high blood pressure
(aka hypertension). Diuretics help
the kidneys flush extra water and
salt from your body and decrease
blood volume to lower pressure.

There are three types of diuretics:
thiazide, loop and potassium-spar-
ing. They work in different parts of
your kidneys.

In the years since water pills
were the drugs of choice for hyper-
tension, the pharmaceutical com-
panies have developed a variety of
medicines to keep your pressure
in check in ways that are different
from the mechanism of diuretics.
These include beta-blockers, ACE
inhibitors, ARBS. calcium channel

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

High Blood Pressure

blockers, vasodilators, alpha block-
ers, and renin inhibitors.

So, what should you take if you
have high blood pressure? Ask your
doctor.

Treating high blood pressure can
be tricky, because patients react dif-
ferently to anti-hypertensive drugs.
Sometimes, doctors have to find the
right combination of several drugs
to lower blood pressure.

Now we get into the issue of
money. Diuretics are cheap. The
newer anti-hypertensives are com-
paratively expensive.

One significant study found that
generic diuretic pills that cost pen-
nies a day worked better for patients
with high blood pressure than newer
drugs that could be as much as 20
times as expensive. Because hy-
pertension affects tens of millions
of Americans, this finding had the
potential to save the health care sys-
tem billions of dollars.

But, following the release of the
findings, the percentage of patients
taking the cheaper diuretics barely
increased.

“In the current health care sys-
tem.” Pauline W. Chen, MD, a
columnist, wrote in The New York
Times, “clinicians are rewarded for
doing and ordering more. Pharma-
ceutical and medical device firms
reap fortunes from physicians’ or-

ders, and a single change could cost
them billions. Studies that endorse
anything less than another expen-
sive procedure or a newer and more
expensive medication or the latest
device are often destined for failure
or a protracted struggle against drug
and device companies that are will-
ing to put up a costly fight.”

A large group of medical experts
known as the Joint National Com-
mittee on Prevention, Detection,
Evaluation, and Treatment of High
Blood Pressure recommends that
most people try thiazide diuretics as
the first choice to treat high blood
pressure. If diuretics by themselves
don’t lower your blood pressure,
your doctor may recommend add-
ing newer medications.

The following are some blood-
pressure treatment recommenda-
tions from the National Heart, Lung
and Blood Institute of the National
Institutes of Health:

* If you need to begin drug treat-
ment, you should definitely try a di-
uretic first.

* Beta blockers are another op-
tion to begin treatment, especially if
you’re younger than age 60 and do
not have diabetes or peripheral ar-
tery disease.

* If you need multiple drugs to
control your blood pressure, make
one a diuretic.

Senior Center Activities - April 22nd to April 26th

GILL-MONTAGUE
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 2 pm. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Thursday
at Noon. Meal reservations must
be made one day in advance by
11 a.m. The Meal Site Manager is
Kerry Togneri. All fitness classes
are supported by a grant from the
Executive Office of Elder Affairs.
Voluntary donations are accepted.
Council on Aging Director is
Roberta Potter.

For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the center is not open.

Monday 4/22

10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
12 p.m. Pot Luck & Bingo
Tuesday: 4/23

9:30 a m. Chair Yoga

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p m. Knitting Circle
Wednesday: 4/24

10 a.m. Aerobics

12 p.m. Lunch

12:45 p m. Bingo

Thursday: 4/25

9 am. Tai Chi

12 p.m. Lunch

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday: 4/26

10 a.m. Aerobics

10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise
1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Ervingside, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re-
becca Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for
meal information and reservations.

For information, call Polly Kiely.
Senior Center Director, at (413)
423-3649. Transportation can be
provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center
to confirm activities, schedule a
ride, or find out when is the next
blood pressure clinic.

Monday, 4/22

9 am. Tai Chi

10 a.m. Osteo Exercise
12 p.m. Quilting

Tuesday, 4/23

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday, 4/24

8:45 am. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Chair Yoga

12 p m. Bingo
Thursday, 4/25

8:45 a.m. Aerobics

10 a.m. Posture Perfect
12 p m. Cards

Friday, 4/26

9 a.m. Bowling

9:30 am. Sit and Knit

LEVERETT

For information, contact the Lever-
ett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5,
or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga — Wednes-
days at 10 a m. at the Town Hall.
Drop-in $4 (first class free).

Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

* If you have angina (chest pain
from heart disease), you may need
to take a calcium channel blocker.
It should be used along with a di-
uretic.

Diuretics are generally safe, but
do have side effects. The most com-
mon side effect is increased urina-
tion. For most people, this side ef-
fect improves within a few weeks of
taking a diuretic.

People who take diuretics may
also have too much potassium in
their blood if they take a potassium-
sparing diuretic, or too little potas-
sium in their blood if they take a
thiazide diuretic.

Send your questions to
fred@healthygeezer.com.

Great Falls Middle School
Students of the Week

Grade 6
Edison Ovalle-Bartolon

Grade 8
Calley Hubert

SPRING

CLEAN-UP
Fencing - Patios - Walks +
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding
Septic Systems Installed

DEMERS LANDSCAPING
863-3652

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

= System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
« Weil-McLain
¢ Other Major Brands
« Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622




APRIL 18, 2013

THE MONTAGUE REFORTER

LOCAL BRIEFS

Compiled By DON CLEGG

This Saturday, April 20 might
be a rainy day, but there is plenty
to do!

From 9 to 11 a m., the First Con-
gregational Church of Montague at
4 North Street in Montague Center,
will offer the workshop, “Yoga for
Gardeners: Working the Soul.
Experience”. This is a unique op-
portunity to blend the love of gar-
dening and the intention to honor
and care for the earth. Explore ways
that yoga can deepen the joy of gar-
dening. Learn valuable gardening
principles while practicing ways to
protect your body from injury. The
workshop will be led by Jenny Tufts,
a certified Kripalu yoga teacher and
master gardener. No yoga experi-
ence is required. Wear comfortable
clothing and bring a mat, if you
have one. Donations accepted.

From 9:30 to 11:30 am., en-
joy a bird’s eye view of the local
community at Greenfield Savings
Bank, Avenue A, in Turners Falls.
Join pilot, Ed Gregory, as he flies us
on an aerial photographic joumey
beginning in Turners Falls. flying to
Gill, Greenfield. Deerfield and back
to Turners Falls. Gregory will pres-
ent a Power Point flight so neither
boarding pass nor carry-on luggage
is necessary. If wind conditions are
right and the flight returns earlier
than scheduled, Ed has many other
entertaining presentations for your
viewing pleasure. GSB will provide
light refreshments while Gregory
provides the comradeship. Bring a
friend and reserve your seat by call-
ing (413)-863-4316. Stand-by room
also available.

At 11 am., come hear the “As
You Write It” writers read during
their encore debut of “As You Write
It: A Franklin County Anthology
Volume ITI” at the Greenfield Public
Library on Main Street. Greenfield.
Local writers Rosalie Bolton, Es-
telle Cade, Patricia Carlisle, Lillian
Fiske, Frances Hemond, Dorothy
Hmieleski. Robin Panagakos and
Joseph A. Parzych will read new
tales of growing up and living life
large before cell phones, comput-
ers, laptops or wireless, as well as
going on trips to Australia, working
as a nurse, joyriding at age 15, war
games. finding the perfect bridal
gown and other surprises. This
event is sponsored in part by Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council grants
from the towns of Deerfield, Gill.
Leverett, Montague, Northfield.
Shelburne and Wendell. Refresh-
ments will be served.

‘If's jus! a stone's throw from reality."
Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor
MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-B646

Lockes Vilage Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

G REEN

R IVER
ZEN CENTER

Zen Meditation Practice
Beginners Welcome

Information and schedule:
WwWw. greenriverzen.org
413-256-1594
AL the Montague Retreat Center
177 Ripley Road
Montague, MA 01351

Finally, from noon to 5 pm.,
there will be a moving sale at the
Thrive Project, 37 Third Street in
Turners Falls. Thrive is leaving
its space for financial reasons and
is raising money for its coffers by
selling stuff off at very reasonable
prices: furniture, pillows, lamps,
books, CDs and LPs, appliances,
instruments, a projector, television,
t-shirts, office supplies and more,
including a ping-pong table. Stop
by to buy. donate, or just say hi and
show your support for the continu-
ance of Thrive’s mission of adult
mentorship.

Due to Saturday’s forecast, the
Franklin County spring parade
has been rescheduled for Sunday,
April 21, at 1 p m. The route, setup
times, etc. all remain the same. The
parade will make a three-mile loop,
beginning at the Sheffield School
on Crocker Avenue. It will take a
left onto Montague Street. travel
to the end, and turn left onto Turn-
pike Road. The parade will go past
the Tumners Falls High School, and
take a left onto Millers Falls Road.
At Scotty’s Convenience Store,
the parade will turn left onto High
Street and end back at the Sheffield
School.

Volunteers are invited to a Turn-
ers Falls Block Party and Heri-
tage Festival Planning meeting on
Wednesday, April 24, from 6:30to 9
p.m. at the Burrito Rojo, 3rd Street,
in Turners Falls. The committees
are seeking community-minded and
fun-loving volunteers. This meet-
ing will be focused on fundraising
ideas. There’s a place for everyone
to get involved and bring a friend.
Downtown business owners are en-
couraged to drop by with your good
ideas and know-how. Please call
(413) 325-1164 for more informa-
tion.

Greenfield Community College
will host a College Visit Day on
Thursday, April 25, from 8:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on the Main Campus, One
College Drive. in Greenfield. Pro-
spective students and their families
are invited to learn about the admis-
sion process, explore the variety
of degree and certificate programs
GCC has to offer, and realize the
many transfer opportunities avail-
able to earn a baccalaureate degree.
End the day with lanch and live mu-
sic. For details about the event and

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

to sign up visit www.gcc mass.edu/
admission or call (413) 775-1801.

Leverett Public Library pres-
ents Jennifer Couturier of “We Tell
Tales” on Thursday, April 25 from
6 to 7 p.m. “From Seed to Plate™ is
a garden of stories from all around
the world that focus on the farm, the
crop, and the important connection
we have with our environment. This
mnteractive story telling performance
is great for children of all ages.

Join Edie Field and friends for
“Legend and Lore” at Leverett
Town Hall on Thursday, April 25,
at 7 p m. for a program of historical
tales and scientific fact about “ye
old fish pond” in Leverett center.
All are welcome to this free event.

The National Spiritual Alliance is
sponsoring a Psychic Fair on Satur-
day, Apr 27, from 11 a m. to 4 p.m.
at Thompson Temple across from
the Lake Pleasant post office. For
more information, contact TNSA’s
website, spiritualallianceusa.org/

On Saturday, April 27 at 7:30
pm. in the Turners Falls High
School Theater, the Gill Mon-
tague Education Fund will present
“UnionJack™ for their 9th Annual
Gala. Featuring the look and sounds
of the 1960’s British Invasion era,
“UnionJack™ takes you back to the
days of The Beatles, Rolling Stones,
Kinks, Hollies, and the Searchers.
You will follow the history of the
British Invasion from the early days
of “Beatlemania” through the end
of the decade.

The Gala is dedicated in memory
of Sandra L. Miner, President of the
GMEF since 2006. Ticket locations
include Scotty’s Convenience Store,
World Eye Bookshop or call Sandy
at TFHS (413)863-7296 and at the
GMEF website — www.thegmef.
org. Advance tickets are $10. and
those available at the door $15.

Send local briefs to
editor@montagiiereporter.org.

Attention Montague Precinct
One town meeting members:
a pre-town meeting meeting
will be held on April 25 at 7
p-m. at the Montague Center
Fire Station to discuss the
warrant articles for the annual
town meeting.

| Attention Lapsed Loyal Montague Reporter
i Subscribers: If your subscription to your paper
| has expired, please renew. Rates are $25 for
| walking routes, $30 for driving routes, $50 for
: mail subscriptions. Send checks to us at 58
i Fourth Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. If you

have any questions please call us at 863-8666.

RIVER RATS from page 1

By JOSH HEINEMANN and KA-
TIE NOLAN

Josh Heinemann and Katie No-
lan have competed together in the
Athol to Orange River Rat Race for
six years. Despite being Rat part-
ners and life partners, they wrote
separate accounts of the April 13,
2013 race. Katie’s account is in ital-
ics.

Josh and I spent the cool and
windy first Sunday in April washing
sap buckets and lids and stacking
them to dry. Our plan was to prac-
tice for the River Rat Race after we
were done, putting our faithful red
canoe into the Millers River for the
first time since fall. Then, Josh’
pager sounded the Wendell fire de-
partment tone: brush fire in New
Salem, a mutual aid call for Wen-
dell, Shutesbury, Leverett, Erving,
Montague, and many other local
fire departments. Josh rushed off,
and spent four hours with the other
firefighters, cutting five lines into
the forest soil to slow the spread of
the 10-acre fire and putting out hot-
spots by flooding them with water.

When he came home, soot in his
beard and smelling of smoke, he ate
the lunch he missed by answering
the fire call, and was ready to pack
the canoe on the truck and get to the
river.

The story is that the River Rat
race began with a 1963 challenge
among friends to race canoes from
the Silver Front Bar in Athol to the
Lion Den Bar in Orange. The first
race involved 6 boats, started with
a warm up at the Silver Front and
ended with congratulations and
consolations at the Lion Den. Alco-
hol was not the point of the race, but
neither was it discriminated against.
My first race was the 15th annual
race and I have entered every year
but one since then. Between 250
and 400 boats enter each year; 2013
had 329 entries.

The early River Rat Races were
held on the first Saturday in April.
For our first race in 1978, my part-
ner and I got into the boat and slid
from the snow into the water like a
toboggan. The early April date con-
flicted with the Westfield Whitewa-
ter Race until the two race commit-
tees got together and changed the

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE CALL 863-8666

JAKE’S TAVERN

Relaxed Atmosphere. GREAT FOOD!

OPEN FOR LUNCH
KIDS EAT FREE TUES. 5-9 PM g
TEX-MEX THURSDAY 5-9 PM

66 Ave. A 863-8938

Greenfield
Co-operative 5 !

Great Rates, Fully Insured!

BestLocalBank.com

Reach All Locations 772-0293 prT
Greenfield = Northfield « Sunderland

MEMBER 5IF

Montague
QOKMILL
Open Daily 10 - 6
i 413-367-9206

www.montaguebookmill.com

| Consider a custom built
solar furnace on a south
facing wall of your home,

macmartind@amail com

"The Sun Never Sends a Bill

i I'— lt aﬂM‘a’fq&mct, Monl:ague;,

F

#15-567-0155
; 'aoddirtpottcry.cqm

151 Avenue A
(413) 992 7604
413.863.5447

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

Tumners Falls, MA 01376

www.about-facecomputers.com

“I ﬂbth—Facc

Computer Solutions

schedule so one person could enter
both races. When that happened,
people who had chosen the more
sertous Westfield race could enter
the Rat Race and they did, with
their 18’ long narrow tippy 30-lb
racing boats that move like arrows
through the water. It is something to
see, but their boats are not good for
much more than going fast on flat
water. The Rat Race evolved into
two races, the racing boats and the
rest of us who maybe got on the wa-
ter once before race day, or maybe
did not, locals, UMass students who
thought it might be fun (maybe not
a good idea for a first date), neigh-
bors competing against neighbors
in whatever canoe they have.

An Osprey, a Rainbow and
Herons

Most of our practice this year
was shoveling snow, but we did get
on the water for three short paddles,
and one time we saw an osprey.

Our tradition for Rat Race prac-
tice is to put in at the finish line at
the Orange Envirommental Park
boat launch and paddle upstream,
against the current, then furn and
paddle back downstream. Usu-
ally, for the first practice, it’s rain-
ing or hailing or snowing, but we
had sun as we drove to the boat
launch. The canoe slipped easily
into the water, and we pushed off
Jfrom the finish line. I felt joy in be-
ing alive and paddling on the open
water. The sun disappeared and the
rain started, but it was just spring
rain, welcoming us to the river for
another season. Not far from the
launch we startled an osprey. Oth-
erwise, we were alone on the wa-
ter, but I paddled havd, competing
with imaginary racers. “Why are
vou working hard?” the more re-
laxed Josh asked. “This is just a
warmup. ” I slowed my pace and we
paddled upstream about halfivay
to the start, then turned around to
paddle back downstream. The sun
appeared through the clouds, low in
the west, shining golden and myste-
rious through the pines on the shore
and then nearly blinding us when
we passed by the pines. There had
to be a rainbow: we turned the boat
back upstream and there it was.

see RIVER RATS page 6
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The Boston Marathon Bombing:
“Look for the Helpers”

The flags should not be flying
at half-mast again. Three people,
including  eight-year-old Mar-
tin Richard, 29-year-old Krystle
Campbell and Lingzi Lu, a Chinese
university student, should not be
dead. 170 people — 17 in critical
condition, and 41 in serious condi-
tion — should not be injured.

Outrage. sadness. sympathy and
fear are among the many emotions
we are feeling. But not disbelief.
Not after Aurora and Sandy Hook,
not after Oklahoma City where 168
people, including many children,
were killed in the 1995 bombing.
Not after the twin towers went
down in New York City.

Unfortunately, America is more
and more a place where senseless
violence is becoming a regular oc-
currence. But to become accepting
of these heinous acts is to surren-
der ourselves and our own human-
ity. To confront the murder of in-
nocents we must come together as
people. We can refuse to accept
that murder 1s normal. This week,
as in so many other weeks, we
need to feel that Martin Richard
and Krystle Campbell are ours: our
children, our siblings. We need to
mourn their deaths as we would
mourn the passing of those closest
to us. We need to stand up to ter-
ror, to violence, no matter where or
how it occurs. That is our job as a

humane people.

There is no way to make sense
of this, nor make sense of the mur-
der of four women in Turners Falls
25 years ago, nor understand how
or why kids get gunned down daily
in crossfire on city streets. Each
death diminishes us as human be-
ings. The only way to regain our
footing is to affirm peace, to de-
nounce violence of all kinds. Or
as Mahatma Gandhi reminded us:
“Victory attained by violence is
tantamount to a defeat, for it is mo-
mentary.”

What isn’t momentary is the
courage of the hundreds of people
who rushed in immediately after the
explosions to do what they could fo
assist those in need. They upheld
our true values that will endure
long after blood has been spilled on
the streets, long after the murderers
have been brought to justice. They
represent who we are, and who we
have always been. They remind us
of our humanity, and that good is
far more present than evil.

After December’s shooting at
Sandy Hook Elementary, many
shared this quote from the late Fred
Rogers of Mr. Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood: “When 1 was a boy and I
would see scary things in the news,
my mother would say to me, ‘Look
for the helpers. You will always
find people who are helping.™

GUEST EDITORIAL

By ELIZABETH WARREN

My brother David has always
had the special spark in our fam-
ily.

Like our two older brothers, Da-
vid served in the military. When
he got out, he started a small busi-
ness -- and when that one didn’t
work out, he started another one.
He couldn’t imagine an America
where he wasn’t living by his wits
every single day.

Year after year, my brother paid
into Social Security. He never
questioned it. He figured he was
paying so that he -- and a lot of
other people -- could have a secure
retirement.

Today my brother lives on
his Social Security. That’s about
$1,100 a month. $13.200 a year.

I'm telling you my brother’s
story not because it’s unusual, but

Inch by Inch

because it’s like the story of so
many other people. I can almost
guarantee that you know some-
one -- a family member, friend, or
neighbor -- who counts on Social
Security checks to get by.

That’s why I was shocked to
hear that the President’s newest
budget proposal would cut $100
billion in Social Security benefits.
Our Social Security system is crifi-
cal to protecting middle class fami-
lies, and we cannot allow it to be
dismantled inch by inch.

The President’s policy proposal,
known as “chammed CPL” would
re-calculate the cost of living for
Social Security beneficiaries. That
new number won’t keep up with
inflation on things like food and
health care -- the basics that we
need to live.

In short, “chained CPI” is just a
fancy way to say “cut benefits for

C. SAWYER-LAUGANNO ILLUSTRATION

seniors, the permanently disabled,
and orphans.”

Two-thirds of seniors rely on
Social Security for most of their
income; one-third rely on it for at
least 90% of their income. These
people aren’t stashing their Social
Security checks in the Cayman Is-
lands and buying vacation homes
in Aruba — they are hanging on by
their fingernails to their place in
the middle class.

My brothers and T grew up in an
America that invested in its kids
and built a strong middle class. An
America that allowed millions of
children to rise from poverty and
establish secure lives. An America
that created Social Security and
Medicare so that seniors could live
with dignity.

We can’t chip away at America’s
middle class and break the promise
we make to our seniors.

NRC Annual Assessment of Vermont Yankee:
Open House and Q&A

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission staff will host an open house
at Brattleboro Union High School.
Multi Purpose Room on April 30
from 5:30 to 7 to discuss Entergy’s
performance at Vermont Yankee dur-
ing calendar year 2012. Following
the open house, the Commission will
host a Q&A session during which
members of the public will be able
to ask questions regarding “our role
in ensuring safe plant operation.”

The NRC’s 50 mile radiation
“ingestion pathway zone” around
Vermont Yankee includes 1.5 mil-

WEWELCOME
YOURLETTERS!

{Hlontague Reporter

58 4th St Turners, 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

lion people, the Green Mountains.
the eastern Berkshires, the Mohawk
Trail. the Monadnock range, count-
less waterways, and hundreds of
farms, but “stops™ at the edge of the
Quabbin reservoir.

All potentially affected residents
are invited to attend and take advan-
tage of the opportunity to question
the NRC directly.

NRC Meeting Contact is Ron-
ald R. Bellamy, Ph.D., Chief, Proj-
ects Branch 5. He can be reached
by phone at (610) 337-5200, or by
email: Ronald. Bellamy@nrc.gov

U.S. Casualties
in Afghanistan
as of 4/2/13

Deaths
2,193

‘Wounded
17,674

l Sign Me Up! l

=

10 months (37 issues) for our walking routes l
8 months (31 1ssues) for our dnving routes i
5 months (18 1ssues) for mailed subscriptions 0

: The Montague Reporter :

58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376

Name:

l Address:

I Town:

State:

Zip: I

Letter to / the Editor

MCTYV Responds to the Community About

Technical Problems with Broadcasting the
School Committee Meetings

MCTYV cablecasts live program-
ming about local government,
schools and cultural events, pro-
gramming that the community can-
not get anywhere else.

Recently, viewers have been
concerned that two GMRSD School
Committee meetings, on January
8th and 22nd, as well as a meeting
held on April 11 to interview candi-
dates for Superintendent, were cut
off during their live cablecasts.

MCTYV allots a certain amount of
air time based on the meeting agen-
das and meeting history for these
live broadcasts, and pads those esti-

mates, more than doubling the pro-
jected meeting times with air time.

MCTV apologizes for the cut-
off of live broadcasts. The station
has created a plan with the School
Committee to set up communica-
tions and technical coordination
to make on the spot programming
changes in the event that meetings
are taking significantly longer than
expected.

MCTV invites viewers to call
the Station Manager, Dean Garvin,
at 863-9200 with information about
specific programs, dates, and times
that concern them, and talk with the

Manager in the hope that problems
can be understood and addressed.
All School Committee and Se-
lectboard meetings are re-cablecast
multiple times in their entirety and
are available on demand online
shortly after the meeting dates.
Check the website at montaguetv.
org for program listings, key infor-
mation, and on-demand viewing.

— Cindy Tarail

Outreach and Communication
Coordinator, Montague
Community Television

Very Light Turnout for Montague Democratic Caucus

MONTAGUE — Only 13 reg-
istered voters turned out for the
Montague Democratic Caucus for
town offices. There were no con-
tested seats. The following will ap-
pear on the May 20 town-election
ballot: Christopher Boutwell Sr.,
mcumbent selectman; Debra Bour-
beau, incumbent town clerk; Patri-
cia Dion, incumbent tax collector;
Teresa Miner, incumbent assessor;
John Murphy. incumbent Soldier
Memorial trustee; Karen Latka and
Cynthia Tarail, library trustee in-
cumbents and Karen Casey-Chre-
tien, Montague Housing Authority
Board. Albert Cummings, who re-
ceived nine votes as a write-in can-
didate for the Board of Health, will
also appear on the ballot.

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-LAUGANNO PHOTO

With no seats contested, this years Cancus was a small gathering.
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All Articles Approved Unanimously at Turners

By CHRISTOPHER SAWYER-
LAUCANNO

New Well Will Be Pumping
Water by Next Spring

A light turn out of around thirty
registered voters unanimously ap-
provedall articles at the annual meet-
ing of the Turners Falls Fire District
on Apr 16. The big ticket item this
year was $935,000 for the construc-
tion of a new well at the Hannegan
Brook site that will include permit-
ting, engineering and construction
of pump houses. The site is near
Lake Pleasant on Green Pond Road.
According to Mike Brown, superin-

tendent of the Turners Falls Water
District, the appropriation will be
funded by a two percent loan for 20
years from the Massachusetts Water
Pollution Abatement Trust and the
Massachusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

The process has been a long one.
Brown stated that the search for a
new water source began in 1999.
Since then, test wells were drilled,
and in 2004 a report on the test well
pumping was completed. 2005 saw
a preliminary design. but due to con-
cerns of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection, further modeling
was necessary in order to assure the

DEP that the brook would not be af-
fected. A new well and treatment
design was in place by 2008 and
in 2009 a ten-inch production well
drilled. The Water District secured
DEP approval in 2010.

Over the last few years the Wa-
ter District has refined the design,
cleared trees and brush from the
area, and is now ready to begin the
pump house construction, connec-
tions and upgrades. The department
also intends to retrofit the existing
Lake Pleasant pump station into a
station for pH adjustment, emergen-
cy chlorination, and other treatment
processes. Brown noted that most of

Falls Fire District Meeting

the work was done in-house. Had
they bid out the jobs, the cost would
have been around $400,000; instead
the work was done for approximate-
1y $127.,000.

“The water quality is excellent,”
said Brown. When on line, the pump
will generate 1000 gallons a minute.
The water district supplies drinking
water for the residents of all the vil-
lages except Montague Center.

Other Votes

Other items approved at the meet-
ing were $24,270 for an ambulance
and ambulance services, $30.000 for
the purchase of a new Fire Depart-
ment vehicle, and $30,000 to grout

leaking Well #1. Other articles, to-
taling $64,000, included funding
for tires, electrical panel upgrades,
turnout gear, vehicle conversion,
sick leave and vacation pay for the
Fire Department, and storage tank
maintenance and sick pay at the
Water Department.

The requested special appropria-
tions totaled more than $1 million
this year, a figure that will take the
district’s proposed expenses for
FY’14 from $2.3 million to $3.4
million.

No money was returned to tax-
pavers to offset the district fire tax-
€s.

SUPERINTENDENT page 1

tract. According to Phillips, Prince
left after the April 2 school commit-
tee meeting. She said the decision
was “mutual,” and that he would be
paid his regular salary until his con-
tract ends on June 30.

As they sat down to contemplate
the choice before them, everyone
on the school committee agreed that
all three candidates for the superin-
tendent position were outstanding,
well-qualified individuals.

Who Is Michael Sullivan?

Sullivan began his interview,
held on Monday, April 8, with a
statement focusing on what he
would like to accomplish as su-
perintendent and why he thought
Gill-Montague would be a good
fit for him. Sullivan, a native of
Western Masachusetts who lives in
Northampton, has a long history as
a teacher, working 14 years as a so-
cial studies teacher at JFK Middle
School in Northampton, with an ad-
ditional two years before that teach-
ing social studies at Westmoreland
Elementary School in New Hamp-
shire. He was Assistant Principal
at Northampton High School from
2004 to 2006, and then Principal at
Glenbrook Middle school in Long-
meadow, Massachusetts from 2006
to 2011. He has been in his pres-
ent position since 2011 as Assistant
Superintendent of Learning for the
Longmeadow school district.

All of his statements regarding
his work, past and present, were
very positive. He stressed that it
was not dissatisfaction that led him
to apply for the position, but a desire
to do more and contribute to lives
of children. Sullivan said he would
like to help the district improve to
where all the kids succeed. He said
the school district is a good fit for
him: he likes the size. and said the
people here are down to earth, care
about their kids, and are hardwork-
ing. He met a lot of the students on
his visit and said, “The kids I've
met are great.” He comes to the area
for outdoor sports like canoeing and
camping.

The Interview

Sullivan listed five things he felt
were important about his leadership
style. The first was having strong,
trusting and authentic relationships.
As a leader, he said, you have to
bring your experience and be open
and honest with your co-workers
and staff. He said competence is im-

portant, as is doing your work well.
He also emphasized the importance
of integrity, and modeling integrity
for others. Clarity was also on his
list. He said, “It’s really important to
know what your goals are. You need
clarity if you’re going to ask people
to work for you, so you have to be
clear and know what you want.”

Sullivan also emphasized the
need for good communication. In
discussing his ability to develop a
budget, he said he’s worked closely
with his current superintendent. He
majored in business and accounting
at the University of Massachusetts.
He said the tension that can exist
between towns and a school dis-
trict over budgets is natural. What’s
important, he noted, is to make a
clear case for what yvou’re looking
for with a lot of detail and gain the
trust of the towns by being as effi-
cient as you can, and finding ways
to demonstrate good will. He said
he was aware of the district’s budget
compact, and felt it was “absolutely
critical” to the budget process.

Sullivan said he felt when you
begin work in a new district, you
need to spend a lot of time talking
and listening. “You need to really
hear how kids feel, what parents
have to say.” On the AIP. he said it
was a very important plan but that
it might in some cases be too much
too soon. He said he would want to
engage the district in a vision/mis-
sion plan for moving the district for-
ward, but wouldn’t want to do that
right off. It would have to be done
collaboratively and over time.

Asked about public relations,
and building the image of the dis-
trict, he said it was important to at-
tend sporting events and be visible
at all school events. He added that
he has a lot of technical knowledge,
curriculum alignment, and use of
data that can contribute to under-
standing how to help students do
better. “What kids need are strong
connections with adults, so as we
‘march forward” getting all kids to
improve test scores. we should note
the social importance and not lose
sight of the value of time spent by
teaching staff with students.”

The Discussion

In beginning the final discussion,
Pat Corriera of the Massachusetts
Association of School Committees
(MASC) suggested the members
discuss the pros and cons of each
candidate and then see where ev-
eryone stood when they were done.

After that, they could take a straw
poll before going to an official vote
or have a free discussion, then take
a vote. Corriera also said that they
needed six votes to confirm a can-
didate (similar to what they need
to vote a budget), but when school
district attorney Russell Dupere ar-
rived, he said they just needed a sim-
ple majority of five votes. Corriera
said the members should discuss the
candidates so the community could
hear their thinking, but should stick
to professional criteria.

The discussion process began
with members listing pros and cons
of the candidates. Leslie Cogswell
of Montague said she liked that Sul-
livan had a passion for educstion
and that he had experience build-
ing a budgei with his superinten-
dent. Another factor in his favor
was that he had roots in the area.
Misty Lyons of Montague said she
was very impressed by that too. She
also noted that he [vad an sccount-
ing background, and that it seemed
like anyone could approach him
and he would be welcoming. She
did not feel it was a weakness that
he “works too hard,” his answer
to what were his weaknesses. Jane
Oakes of Gill said he had a lot of
good qualities, and liked that he
makes informed decisions.

Joyce Phillips of Montague stat-
ed that Sullivan was strong in work-
ing with curriculum and data but she
had concerns with his budget expe-
rience. She said, “He has to feel that
this is what he wants.” Jennifer Wal-
dron of Gill said she definitely liked
his answers on leadership, and that
he has an accounting degree, and
went to UMass; she liked what he
said about earning trust, as well as
looking for ways to cut costs. As to
his weaknesses, she was concerned
that he said the AIP was a good plan
but maybe needed refining. “We all
worked so hard. T don’t want some-
one to come in and change things.”
Another concern was that Sullivan
might not be not so strong in collec-
tive bargaining.

Shelly Clark said she was im-
pressed with Sullivan’s collabora-
tive leadership style and that he was
a very good presenter. She agreed
with others that the “AIP refining”
statement felt a little funny to her.
It also seemed that others had been
pushing him to apply. Marge Lev-
enson of Montague said of him.
“He’s a thinker, direct, articulate.”
She said she wants someone who’s

inclusive. “T want a steward.”

The school committee had a lot
of good things to say about Mau-
reen Ward, the candidate from New
Hampshire. She had extensive expe-
rience as a superintendent. She was
confident, goal oriented. She repeat-
edly said she felt it was important to
live in the community. Waldron said
she liked that she talked a lot about
collaboration. and was eager to
“celebrate small achievement.” The
largest concern expressed by mem-
bers was that she hadn’t “done her
homework,” didn’t know about the
compact, and didn’t seem to know
much about the community.

Patricia Gardner also had a lot
of strong support and admiration
among school committee members
and many members of the staff. She
received a lot of praise for her skill
as Turners Falls High School princi-
pal. They expressed appreciation for
all the changes and improvements
she’s made at the high school, and
her interview was viewed as very
strong. The hesitation was about her
experience, with some members ex-
pressing the opinion that she wasn’t
ready to be superintendent. She was
described as smart, and as a great
cheerleader for the district. Oakes
said Gardner inspired her. Waldron
said she was growing in her posi-
tion, and had great potential.

The Decision

There was an apparent expecta-
tion at the end of this discussion that
the conversation would continue,
but Michael Langknecht, member
from Montague, quickly made a
motion to select Sullivan as their
new superintendent. Waldron sec-
onded his motion.

This surprised some, and there
was a moment of trying fo step
back. Phillips asked if there was a
need for more discussion first, and

as there seemed to be, Waldron said
she would withdraw her second.
Phillips asked Langknecht if he
would withdraw his motion. Lang-
knecht said he had the impression
this was what the members wanted,
but if he misread things, they could
vote it down. He said he would not
withdraw his motion.

So the vote proceeded, ending
with a 5 to 4 vote in favor of Sul-
livan. Voting yes were Langknecht,
Brown, Lyons, Waldron and Cog-
swell. Voting no were Clark, Oakes,
Phillips and Levenson.

In a procedure agreed upon at
the beginning of the meeting, the
members then voted unanimously
to support Michael Sullivan as the
next superintendent of the Gill-
Montague Regional School Dis-
trict.

The next school committee
meeting will be on April 23, 2013 at
Turners Falls High School at 7 p m.
Sullivan is expected to attend that
meeting to hear a report by Lynda
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Poets Wanted!

to submit original poems.
Please email: poetry@
montaguereporter.
org for consideration
in the monthly Poetry
Page. Include 25word
bio. Poems may also
be posted to Montague
Reporter, 58 4th Street,
Turners Falls, MA 01376.

No prior experience
necessary, at least
as a poet.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE ERVING POLICE LOG

Illicit Meat Vendor Eludes Authorities

same.
Disabled up.

Tuesday, 4/9
6:15 pm.

Owner picked

Ledges. Climber fell.

Assisted on scene.

motor  vehicle on Friday, /12 Tuesday, 4/16
Prospect Street. 1:20 p.m. Abandoned 1:45 p.m. Report of
Removed. 911 call at Lester possible domestic
Wednesday, 4/10 Street residence. No disturbance on Moore
2:90 pm. Welfare one on premises. Street. Found to be
check at Mountain Saturday, 4/13 verbal only.

Road residence. Found  1:30 p.m. Returned lost  2:30 p.m. Report of
to be fine. dog to Lillians Way solicitor without

Thursday, 4/11 residence.
7:11 pm. Lost dog
reported seen on

Lillians Way. Located

3:15

Sunday, 4/ 14
pm.

emergency at Farley

permit in Moore Street
area, selling meats
Medical from truck. Unable to

locate.
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LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Heres the way it was on April 17,
2003: News from the Montague
Reporters archive.

Erving Police Station
Forging Ahead
The Erving police station

project is moving forward. Baltazar
Construction of Ludlow, MA is
jacking 60 feet of 36 steel casing
under Route 2 to accommodate an
8" sewer pipe. The job involves
a pit 30 feet deep on each side of
the road. The jacking pit, lined
with steel sheeting, is located in
the middle of River Road where it
intersects Route 2. Chris Tobolski
is job superintendent for Baltazar
Construction.

‘Wendell Comings and Goings

The selectboard appointed Paul
Sullivan to the board of assessors

at the request of other assessors.
Sullivan is running unopposed
for the position in the town’s
May 5 election. Police officer
Charles Ricko submitted a letter
of resignation effective June 1. he
has been hired to work full-time
as a sergeant for another Franklin
County police department.

Exploring Montague’s
Vernal Pools

Annemarie Averill and her six-
year-old daughter Katharine are
enthusiastic tour guides to the world
of Montague’s vernal pools... On
a tromp in the woods off Dry Hill
Road, Averill was hopeful we would
have a good day for frogs. and we
did. The wood frogs made a kind
of quacking sound reminiscent of
a tiny duck. The peepers. with their
high-pitched chirrup, added to the
lovely chorus.

Watch Out For The Big Bunny!

If you happen to be driving
through Lake Pleasant on Saturday,
April 19 and see a large, human-
sized bunny doddering around,
don’t be frightened. It’s not a
genetic mutation. It’s the patron of
the Easter Egg Hunt that the Lake
Pleasant Women’s Club arranges
for the kids in the village each year.

Editorial:
6 Months Along

With this week’s issue, the
Montague Reporter is six months
old. It has been a largely volunteer
effort to date, built from scratch
with hard work by a lot of people,
many of whom are your friends and
neighbors. If you like the paper, say
thanks to the local business owners
who advertise in the Reporter. They
need your support.

RIVER RATS from page 3

We had two more practices
— more cold air and gray skies, but
we saw great blue herons flving
overhead, heard a beaver slap, and,
on our last evening practice, we
heard spring peepers calling. Each
time, as well as observing wildlife,
I paddled as fast and strong as [
could. I'm not a natural competi-
for, in fact I avoid competition of
any sort. But somehow, because the
event is called a race, I feel com-
pelled to put whatever strength I
have into doing it.

On race day, we fueled up on
pancakes and 2013 maple syrup
with our almost-4-year-old grand-
daughter Rowena and our daugh-
ter-in-law Kim. Thev would be at
the finish line, waiting for us to
come in. And here was an impor-
tant reason to compete well, despite
the nagging fear that I was so out
of shape that I wouldn 't be able fin-
ish the race at all. I wanted to meet
Rowena’s enthusiastic expectations
Jfor this exciting event called a ca-
noe race.

Under the Branches

We started at #183. a position
that put us just upstream of a tree
that leaned out from the bank di-
rectly in our way. The starting can-
non went off, and somehow we fit
underneath it inside the branches.

Our starting position, drawn by
lottery the night before the race,
was 183. The competing boats line
up along the south bank of the river,
in numerical ovder. Tiventy minutes
before the start, Josh and I slipped
into the fast-moving current and
paddied until we saw boat 181,
positioned just under a large over-

hanging branch. We pulled in, also
under the branch. The paddlers in
181 were a father and teenage son,
first time vacers, in a canoe that
started a slow leak as we waited
for the cannon shot that signals
evervone to paddie firiously. That
branch worried me— in the chaos at
the start, it would be easy to run the
boat info the branch and tip. Prov-
ing that my worry was well-found-
ed, a low numbered boat passed by
near the middle of the viver, and
was pushed by the current toward
the branch. The bow paddler glided
by, missing the branch, but the stern
paddler was caught underneath it.
He lay back flat and wasn t hit head
on, but the underside of the branch
scraped hard against his face.

Waiting for the cannon, we talked
starting strategy with the paddlers
in I81 — how fo get by the branch
without hitting it or tipping over.
Five minutes beforve the start, boat
182 appeared, paddied by two ener-
getic young men. They came down-
stream fast and started to maneu-
ver in between 181 and our boat.
The current caught them, and the
stern paddler grabbed the branch
to steady himself, pulling the boat
over. The rescue boat appeared im-
mediately, fished the men out and
brought them to shore upstream.

In minutes, the soaking wet men
were on the path along the south
bank with their boat, trving to push
it into position. As they worked,
the bow paddler stepped into a soft
spot in the bank and was suddenly
up to his waist in the river, but the
two persevered and got their boat
into the water. Clambering into the
boat, they realized they had po-
sitioned it backwards, bow to the
bank and stern to the water. They
didnt appear fo be sober. They

decided to pull the boat back onto
shore and position it correctly. They
got the boat out as cannon went off.
The blank space 182 had just va-
cated was wide open, giving us a
path past the overhanging branch.
We were out into the middle of the
river, moving downstream as fast as
we could paddle, and didn 't see 181
or 182 again.

Chaos and Tangles

At the Athol bridge, we passed
two swimmers. holding onto each
end of an upside down canoe, but
there was a boat between us and
them and I could not reach over
to help them. Then we passed two
women sitting in a right-side-up
boat that was filled with water. They
looked puzzled, as if they were try-
ing to decide their next move. But
the rush moved us past them before
I could even think to help. The first
mile is a chaos of tangled boats that
I try to pick a path around, and then
when the tangles thin out, we just
paddle as hard as we can to the fin-
ish line, trying to catch the next boat
in front of us. The last mile always
has a headwind, but this year there
were no whitecaps and I think we
edged a half-boat-length in front of
the boats on either side of us.

Racing boats take half an hour to
finish. We took an hour.

Reporting on a race that you'rve
in is impossible, you don't see it at
all — your attention is on your arms,
shoulders, breath, the paddle,
the jams of canoces ahead, other
branches hanging over fiom the
shore. I did notice that there were
more boats than usual this year,
and more jams, but Josh’ steady
steering got us through. And once
we were in the crush of the race,
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The woods should be bursting
with birdsong and late spring wild-
flowers on this 5.5 mile hike along
the trail formerly known as the M-
M trail. On Saturday, May 18 from
9 am. until 2:30 p.m. Northfield
Mountain Recreation and Environ-
mental Center staff will lead the
hike which begins in the town of
Erving and travels through hem-
lock forests to the oaky woods on
the ledges above the Millers River
with a view of the River and east
to Mount Wachusett. The group
will then continue to Briggs Brook
above the village of Farley, where
a connector trail leads to the North-
field Mountain trail system.

A second viewpoint atop the
Mountain looks north to Southern

Fitness Hike on the New England
National Scenic Trail

o " kX

Spectacular views await you from the Me>M trail and Northfield Mountain.

T

Vermont with a view of the North-
field Mountain Station upper res-
ervoir. Hikers will finally descend
along the scenic Rose Ledge foot
trail to the Northfield Mountain
Visitor Center.

Participants will meet at North-
field Mountain and carpool to
the hike start location and should
wear sturdy, closed-toed shoes,
and bring lunch, water and trail
snacks to enjoy along the way.
Long pants, sleeves, a hat and bug
spray may also be desired. People
who participate in aerobic exercise
three times per week or more will
be a good fit for this program. This
free event is for ages 12 and older.
Pre-register by calling Northfield
Mountain at 1-800-859-2960.

there was no fear of not finishing,
only the determination to paddle,
paddle, and get to the finish as fast
as possible.

Josh likes to pick particular
boats to compete against. Early in
the race, he picked a boat paddled
by a father and teenage daughter
as competitors. We paddled almost
even for a while, then they pulled
ahead, then we pulled ahead. Near
the finish, Josh noticed a low num-
bered boat paddled by two Wendell
firefighters ahead of us. “Lets pass
them!” he called. We paddled hard,
sneaked up on them, and passed
them before they noticed us.

Race Results
Our family members who were

watching from the shore told us we
came in long after the winners, but

near the front of the second wave
of arrivals. With help, we lifted our
boat over the stone wall behind the
Orange Fire Station, drank our Irish
coffee while we watched the later
boats arrive, and then began pre-
paring for an after-the-race family
cookout.

Rowena and Kim and Kim'’
mother cheered for us as we passed
the finish line. I think we won.

By the end, 302 boats finished
the race. Adam Gelinas and Shane
McDowell, paddling a real rac-
ing boat, came in first. We came
in 133rd. The Wendell firefighters
came in 134th and the father and
daughter 137th. Boat 181 (father
and son) came in 208th. Boat 182

was not listed as finishing.
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A Sampling of the Many Creative and Colorful Postcards ai the
"Where I Live Exhibiilon af the Gallery in ihe Colle.

e o

" T -—-'-_"—a#?, \h ‘” f N -_!’:

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

gzﬁ:’l: % g:::i: I ;;"’:g:’;;; % | ocal Handcrafted Cedar
ikl Booska’s Flooring =
Many Fine Gifts i : e P—e.
Willow Tree Figurines, 169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tilﬂ -
Polish Pottery, _ L

Da Vinci Beads, Kringle Candles, 0 :
Women's Accessories Sacred inlaid cl:s?sns, custom available.
Kic.lcy Baruc ,Solic[aritg Handworks

310 Main Street, Greenfield | (413) 774-2345 A\ — ——— ) af _ _
www.bakerofficesupply.com ' j Carpet Seeds of Solidarity Orange, MA 978 5447564

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION Peter Waters Painting
SUPPLY CO. INC. > Mary Lou Emond Cariedn
“Rock solid service with level advice” . Certified Residential Specialist Tnterior /ExtErior - "
[ [\cecusy Fireplace Ereducts Tl i, Custom Residential
BE Comc scc owr full line of pellets; b AT COHN & F “ Insu ed
d ) Ry wood. gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces . i COMPANY u y r
today! Our Fireplace Design Center i et Syl
makes it easy to choose the right unit ok Real Estate Agency Home: