
By DaviD DetmolD

turners Falls – In 
the second week of May, 
1989, after three Turners 
Falls women had been killed 
over the previous 20 months 
by their domestic partners 
and a Greenfield high school 
student, Sharon Gregory, 
murdered, apparently by a 
schoolmate, the New England 
Learning Center for Women 
in Transition (NELCWIT), 
the grassroots organization 
in Greenfield that maintains a 
women’s shelter, held a com-
munity Week of Awareness 
to focus attention on domes-
tic violence. As part of that 
consciousness raising week, 
a march was held in Turners 
Falls, and trees were planted 
in Peskeompskut Park to me-
morialize the women who 
had been killed.

Less than a week later, 
community members were 
back at the park, wailing, 
screaming and crying, mourn-
ing the death of another Turn-
ers Falls woman – Tracy She-
perd, 27 – mother of a six 
year old boy, Trevor. Tracy 
had been killed by her boy-
friend, David MacDonald, 
during the Week of Aware-
ness, and her body left in the 
woods off Route 63 near the 
Leverett town line, in a sleep-
ing bag covered with leaves. 
Rumor had it that MacDon-
ald had strangled her with a 
motorcycle chain. 

It seemed at the time as if 
the fabric of the community 
of Montague, which had not 
known a homicide in over 
a century, had been ripped 

apart and would never be 
made whole again. Press re-
ports around the country fo-
cused on the rash of domestic 
killings, and Turners Falls 
became briefly infamous as 
the per-capita murder capital 
of Massachusetts.

“It is deeply ironic, if 
that’s even the right word, to 
find out, after a whole week 
of education on violence, that 
here we have another murder 
to deal with,” protest organiz-
er Debra McLaughlin told the 
Associated Press at the time. 
“It’s hard not to feel over-
whelmed.”

“It’s insanity,” women’s 
shelter volunteer Mary Os-
borne told the A.P. She 
blamed the violence, in part, 
on the hard times that had 
befallen the town, which she 
characterized as “working 
class, depressed: the factories 
are all gone, the people have 
been stripped of dignity in a 
lot of ways.”

Former Montague police 
chief Michael Saharceski 
asked a reporter from the 
Worcester Telegram and Ga-
zette rhetorically: “How do 
you stop it? Do you station 
police officers in everybody’s 
home?”

The murders began on 
September 21, 1987, when 
Vivian Morrissey, a popu-
lar waitress at Turners Falls 
Pizza, mother of two small 
children, was strangled to 
death at the bottom of the 
basement stairs in her home 
across from the Turners Falls 
High School by her ex-boy-
friend, Gregory Martino. The 
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Spring Parade Rescheduled to Sunday, April 21 at 1 pm

Remembering the 
Turners Falls Victims 
of Domestic Violence

By Jon DoBosZ

turners Falls - 
Phase II of the Unity Park 
Construction Project will be-
gin on Monday, April 22.  The 
$450,000, grant-funded proj-
ect will entail a re-seeding of 
both ball fields, a new outfield 
fence, a new backstop for 
Field #2, a paved fitness path 
going around both ball fields 
with four fitness stations, a 
refurbished basketball court 

and picnic area, community 
garden, rain garden, butterfly 
garden, and a newly-paved 
parking lot adjacent to the 
basketball court.  

Construction is scheduled 
to continue through the end of 
this summer, where access to 
the ball fields will be closed 
for re-grading and seeding.  
Most other areas located in 
the eastern portion of the park 
will also be off limits during 
construction.  Patrons of the 

park should expect limited 
interruption in the western 
portion of the park, where 
the Fieldhouse and new play-
ground are located. 

The Montague Parks & 
Recreation Department has 
re-located some of their pro-
grams for this spring, but 
the office will remain open 
throughout this phase.  Cur-
rently, the department intends 
to keep their playground pro-
gram located at Unity Park 

this summer, as well.  
This project is funded 

through the Community De-
velopment Block Grant, ad-
ministered by the Franklin 
County Housing and Rehabil-
itation Authority.  Diversified 
Construction out of Amherst, 
MA is the General Contrac-
tor.  

For questions regarding 
the project, feel free to con-
tact MPRD at (413) 863-3216 
or recdir@montague-ma.gov.  

Unity Park Construction to Begin April 22

The architect’s sketch above outlines the proposed Phase II improvements to Unity Park. Courtesy Berkshire Design Group, Inc.

Among the many new projects are reseeding of  both ball fields, a new outfield fence, a fitness path encircling the ball fields, an exer-
cise station, a refurbished basketball court, a butterfly garden, a rain garden, a community garden and a paved parking lot flanking 

the basketball court. A proposed skate park has been tabled for the time being, but the space for one is still set aside.

By ellen BlanCHette
 
After a long-considered process, 

the Gill-Montague school commit-
tee voted on Thursday, April 11, 
to select Michael Sullivan as their 
new permanent superintendent. Im-
mediately following the vote, Joyce 
Phillips, school committee chair, 
stepped out to call Sullivan and get 
his response to their decision.  After 
a few moments she came back to 
report that he had accepted the of-
fer, pending successful completion 
of contract negotiations. 

Sullivan’s salary, according to 
the ad, will range from $130,000 
to $160,000 per year.  Phillips next 
informed the school committee, and 
the public, that the current interim 
superintendent, Mark Prince, had 
left the district, and would be on 
paid leave until the end of his con-

Gill-Montague Selects New 
Superintendent

Michael Sullivan, the Gill-Montague 
school district selection for superinten-

dent, at the Meet & Greet event for him 
on Monday, April 8, 2013. Sullivan 

spoke to community members prior to his 
interview before the school committee.  see suPerintenDent pg 5
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Pet of the Week 
Take Home 
A Huntress 

Taz 
I am an affectionate girl who 

prefers the quiet company of other 
ladies. I love to play "huntress" 
with my toy mice, and curl up on 
a lap for some petting at the end of 
the day. I would love to find a lap of 
my own! 

For more information on 
adopting me, contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
(413) 548-9898 or info@dvphs.org. 

PAPER 
Week of April 22nd 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

Sffop; 
now located at 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

'Qtbe fflontague 31\eporter 
Published weekly on Thursdays. 

Every other week in 
July and August. 

No paper last week of December. 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

Please note new email addresses: 
editor@montaguereporter.org 

ads@montaguerepo1ter.org 
bills@montaguerepo1ter.org 

circulation@montaguerepo1ter. 
org 

events@montaguerepo1ter.org 
info@montaguerepo1ter.org 

poet1y@montaguerepo1ter.org 
subscriptions@montaguerepo1ter. 

org 
Send address changes to: 
The Montague Reporter 

58 4th Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This ne.vspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adver
tising for any reason and to alter 
copy or graphics to confonn to 
standards of the newspaper, such 

as they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org 

with any questions. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Leverett Library News 
Book Discussion: David Toomey 

Assistant Professor of English 
and Director of the Program for 
Professional Writing and Techni
cal communications at the Univer
sity of Massachusetts, and one-time 
Leverett resident, David Toomey 
will talk about his new book, Weird 
Life, on April 23 at 7:00 pm. 

The March 8 New York Times 
review describes the book as "a 
breakneck tour through natural his-

to1y, encounters of an impossible 
kind, reseai·chers as weird as the 
organisms they pursue that leads 
the reader to wonder where science 
ends and fantasy begins." 

Want to practice and improve 
your Spanish in a casual environ
ment? Join the Spanish Conversa
tion Group at the Leverett Libraiy 
eve1y Tuesday through the end of 
May, from 5 to 6:15 p.m. 

Johnnie (left), Ethan (center), and Pamela, hard at work at a children J gardening 
workshop at the Brick House Community Resource Center in Turners Falls. 

APRIL 18, 2013 

Joce!Jn carejul!J carries a plant to the garden at the Brick House. 
The workshops were provided during school vacation week. 

The Town of Gill will be street 
sweeping Gill's Riverside 
neighborhood during the week 
of April 22. Sweeping will 
occur between the hours of 
7 a.m. and 3 p.m. The exact 
date is weather-dependent. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Attention Montague Precinct One 
town meeting members: A pre
town meeting meeting will be 
held on April 25 at 7 p m. at the 
Montague Center Fire Station, to 
discuss the wairnnt articles for the 
annual town meeting. 

High Blood Pressure 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. If you have high blood pres
sure, aren't you better off ju.st taking 
old-fashion water pills instead of all 
these fancy drugs? 

Water pills (aka diuretics) are the 
oldest and best studied of the drugs 
used to treat high blood pressure 
(aka hypertension). Diuretics help 
the kidneys flush extra water and 
salt from your body and decrease 
blood volume to lower pressure. 

There are three types of diuretics: 
thiazide, loop and potassium-spar
ing. They work in different parts of 
your kidneys. 

In the years since water pills 
were the drugs of choice for hyper
tension, the phaimaceutical com
panies have developed a variety of 
medicines to keep your pressure 
in check in ways that are different 
from the mechanism of diuretics. 
These include beta-blockers, ACE 
inhibitors, ARBS, calcium channel 

blockers, vasodilators, alpha block
ers, and renin inhibitors. 

So, what should you take if you 
have high blood pressure? Ask your 
doctor. 

Treating high blood pressure can 
be tricky, because patients react dif
ferently to anti-hype1tensive diugs. 
Sometimes, doctors have to find the 
right combination of several diugs 
to lower blood pressure. 

Now we get into the issue of 
money. Diuretics are cheap. The 
newer anti-hype1tensives are com
pai·atively expensive. 

One significant study found that 
generic diuretic pills that cost pen
nies a day worked better for patients 
with high blood pressure than newer 
dI·ugs that could be as much as 20 
times as expensive. Because hy
pe1tension affects tens of millions 
of Americans, this finding had the 
potential to save the health care sys
tem billions of dollars. 

But, following the release of the 
findings, the percentage of patients 
taking the cheaper diuretics barely 
increased. 

"In the cuITent health cai·e sys
tem," Pauline W. Chen, MD, a 
colmnnist, wrote in The New York 
Times, "clinicians are rewarded for 
doing and ordering more. Phanna
ceutical and medical device firms 
reap fo1tunes from physicians' or-

ders, and a single change could cost 
them billions. Studies that endorse 
anything less than another expen
sive procedure or a newer and more 
expensive medication or the latest 
device ai·e often destined for failure 
or a proti·acted stmggle against dI11g 
and device companies that are will
ing to put up a costly fight." 

A lai·ge group of medical expe1ts 
known as the Joint National Com
mittee on Prevention, Detection, 
Evaluation, and Treatment of High 
Blood Pressure recommends that 
most people tiy thiazide diuretics as 
the first choice to ti·eat high blood 
pressure. If diuretics by themselves 
don't lower your blood pressure, 
your doctor may recommend add
ing newer medications. 

The following are some blood
pressure treatment recommenda
tions from the National Heait, Lung 
and Blood Institute of the National 
Institutes of Health: 

* If you need to begin dmg ti·eat
ment, you should definitely tiy a di
uretic first. 

* Beta blockers are ai1other op
tion to begin treatment, especially if 
you're younger than age 60 and do 
not have diabetes or peripheral ar
te1y disease. 

* If you need multiple diugs to 
control your blood pressure, make 
one a diuretic. 

* If you have angina ( chest pain 
from hea1t disease), you may need 
to take a calcimn channel blocker. 
It should be used along with a di
uretic. 

Diuretics are generally safe, but 
do have side effects. The most com
mon side effect is increased urina
tion. For most people, this side ef
fect improves within a few weeks of 
taking a diuretic. 

People who take diuretics may 
also have too much potassimn in 
their blood iftl1ey take a potassium
sparing diuretic, or too little potas
sium in their blood if they take a 
thiazide diuretic. 

Send your questions to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

Great Falls Middle School 
Students of the Week 

Grade 6 
Edison Ovalle-Bartolon 

Grade 8 
Calley Hube1t 

Senior Center Activities -April 22nd to April 26th 
SPRING 

CLEAN-UP 
GILL-MONTAGUE 
Gill/Montague Senior Center, 62 
Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through Thursday 
at Noon. Meal rese1vations must 
be made one day in advance by 
11 a.m. The Meal Site Manager is 
Keny Togneri. All fitness classes 
are suppo1ted by a grant from the 
Executive Office of Elder Affairs. 
Volunta1y donations are accepted. 
Com1cil on Aging Director is 
Robe1ta Potter. 

For more information, to make 
meal rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. 

Monday 4/22 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
12 p.m. Pot Luck & Bingo 
Tuesday: 4/23 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
12 p.m. Lunch 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday: 4/24 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
12 p.m. Lunch 
12:45 pm. Bingo 

Thursday: 4/25 
9 am. Tai Chi 
12 p.m. Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday: 4/26 
10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 
Drive, Eivingside, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 pm. for activities and congre
gate meals. 
Lm1ch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re
becca Meuse at ( 413) 423-3308, for 
meal information and rese1vations. 

For info1mation, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at (413) 
423-3649. Transpo1tation can be 
provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center 
to confirm activities, schedule a 
ride, or find out when is the next 
blood pressure clinic. 

Monday, 4/22 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12 p.m. Quilting 

Tuesday, 4/23 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, 4/24 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, 4/25 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a .m. Posture Perfect 
12 pm. Cards 
Friday, 4/26 
9 a.m. Bowling 
9:30 am. Sit and Knit 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the Lever
ett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5, 
or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga-Wednes
days at 10 a m. at the Town Hall. 
Drop-in $4 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 

Fencing - Patios - Walks + 
Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding 
Septic Systems Installed 
DEMERS LANDSCAPING 

863-3652 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

Fun 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & SRAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 
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Attention Lapsed Loyal Montague Reporter 
Subscribers: If your subscription to your paper 
has expired, please renew. Rates are $25 for 
walking routes, $30 for driving routes, $50 for 
mail subscriptions. Send checks to us at 58 
Fourth Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376. If you 
have any questions please call us at 863-8666. 

Compiled By DON CLEGG 

This Saturday, April 20 might 
be a rainy day, but there is plenty 
to do! 

From 9 to 11 am., the First Con
gregational Church of Montague at 
4 No1ih Street in Montague Center, 
will offer the workshop, "Yoga for 
Gardeners: Working the Soul. 
Experience". This is a unique op
p01tunity to blend the love of gar
dening and the intention to honor 
and care for the ea1th. Explore ways 
that yoga can deepen the joy of gar
dening. Learn valuable gardening 
principles while practicing ways to 
protect your body from injmy. The 
workshop will be led by Jenny Tufts, 
a ce1tified Kripalu yoga teacher and 
master gardener. No yoga experi
ence is required. Wear comfortable 
clothing and bring a mat, if you 
have one. Donations accepted. 

From 9:30 to 11 :30 am., en
joy a bird's eye view of the local 
community at Greenfield Savings 
Bank, Avenue A, in Turners Falls. 
Join pilot, Ed Greg01y, as he flies us 
on an ae1ial photographic journey 
begimiing in Tmners Falls, flying to 
Gill, Greenfield, Deerfield and back 
to Turners Falls. Grego1y will pres
ent a Power Point flight so neither 
boarding pass nor cany-on luggage 
is necessaiy. If wind conditions are 
right and the flight returns eai·lier 
than scheduled, Ed has many other 
ente1taining presentations for your 
viewing pleasure. GSB will provide 
light refreshments while Gregory 
provides the comradeship. B1ing a 
fiiend and reserve your seat by call
ing ( 413)-863-43 I 6. Stand-by room 
also available. 

At 11 am., come hear the "As 
You Write It" w1iters read during 
their encore debut of"As You Write 
It: A Franklin County Anthology 
Volume III" at the Greenfield Public 
Libraiy on Main Street, Greenfield. 
Local writers Rosalie Bolton, Es
telle Cade, Patiicia Carlisle, Lillian 
Fiske, Frances Hemond, Dorothy 
Hmieleski, Robin Panagakos and 
Joseph A. Parzych will read new 
tales of growing up and living life 
lai·ge before cell phones, comput
ers, laptops or wireless, as well as 
going on t1ips to Australia, working 
as a nurse, joyriding at age 15, war 
games, finding the perfect bridal 
gown and other surprises. This 
event is sponsored in part by Mas
sachusetts Cultural Com1cil grants 
from the towns of Deerfield, Gill, 
Leverett, Montague, Northfield, 
Shelburne and Wendell. Refresh
ments will be served. 

~11'sjt1NI n slone'l: throw Iron, reollty." 

Groceries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer • Wine • Liquor 

MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8 
978-544-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
112 mile south ofWenelell Genier 

0 GREEN 

RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Zen Meditation Practice 
Beginners Welcome 

Information and schedule: 
www.greenriverien.org 

413-256-1594 
At the Montague Retreat Center 

177 Ripley Road 
Montague, MA 01351 

Finally, from noon to 5 p m., 
there will be a moving sale at the 
Th1ive Project, 37 Tliird Street in 
Turners Falls. Thiive is leaving 
its space for financial reasons and 
is raising money for its coffers by 
selling stuff off at ve1y reasonable 
prices: fomiture, pillows, lamps, 
books, CDs and LPs, appliances, 
instruments, a projector, television, 
t-shi1ts, office supplies and more, 
including a ping-pong table. Stop 
by to buy, donate, or just say hi and 
show your suppo1t for the continu
ance of Tluive's mission of adult 
mentorship. 

Due to Saturday's forecast, the 
Franklin County spring parade 
has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
April 21, at 1 pm. The route, setup 
times, etc. all remain the saine. The 
parade will make a thi·ee-mile loop, 
begilllling at the Sheffield School 
on Crocker Avenue. It will take a 
left onto Montague Street, travel 
to the end, and tum left onto Tmn
pike Road. The parade will go past 
the Turners Falls High School, and 
take a left onto Millers Falls Road. 
At Scotty's Convenience Store, 
the parade will tum left onto High 
StI·eet and end back at the Sheffield 
School. 

Volunteers are invited to a Turn
ers Falls Block Party and Heri
tage Festival Planning meeting on 
Wednesday, Apiil 24, from 6:30 to 9 
p.m. at the Bm1ito Rojo, 3rd StI·eet, 
in Turners Falls. The committees 
are seeking community-minded and 
fan-loving volunteers. TIIis meet
ing will be focused on fundraising 
ideas. There's a place for eve1yone 
to get involved and bring a friend. 
Downtown business owners ai·e en
couraged to drop by with your good 
ideas and know-how. Please call 
(413) 325-1164 for more infonna
tion. 

Greenfield Community College 
will host a College Visit Day on 
Thursday, April 25, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on the Main Campus, One 
College Drive, in Greenfield. Pro
spective students and their families 
are invited to leain about the admis
sion process, explore the variety 
of degree and ce1tificate prograins 
GCC has to offer, and realize the 
many transfer opportunities avail
able to eam a baccalaureate degree. 
End the day with lm1ch ai1d live mu
sic. For details about the event and 

to sign up visit www.gccmass.edu/ 
admission or call (413) 775-1801. 

Leverett Public Libraiy pres
ents Jemiifer Couturier of "We Tell 
Tales" on Tl1ursday, April 25 from 
6 to 7 p.m. "From Seed to Plate" is 
a gai·den of stories from all around 
the world that focus on the farm, the 
crop, and the important com1ection 
we have with our enviromnent. This 
interactive sto1y telling performance 
is great for children of all ages. 

Join Edie Field and fiiends for 
"Legend ai1d Lore" at Leverett 
Town Hall on Thursday, Ap1il 25, 
at 7 p m. for a program of historical 
tales and scientific fact about "ye 
old fish pond" in Leverett center. 
All are welcome to this free event. 

Tl1e National Spiritual Alliance is 
sponsoring a Psychic Fair on Satur
day, Apr 27, from 11 a m. to 4 p.m. 
at Thompson Temple across from 
the Lake Pleasant post office. For 
more information, contact TNSA's 
website, spiritualallianceusa.org/ 

On Saturday, Ap1il 27 at 7:30 
pm. in the Turners Falls High 
School Theater, the Gill Mon
tague Education Fm1d will present 
"UnionJack" for their 9th Annual 
Gala. Featu1ing the look and sounds 
of the 1960's B1itish Invasion era, 
"UnionJack" takes you back to the 
days of The Beatles, RolliI1g Stones, 
Kinks, Hollies, and the Seai·chers. 
You will follow the history of the 
British Invasion from the eai'ly days 
of "Beatlemania" thi·ough the end 
of the decade. 

The Gala is dedicated in memo1y 
of Sandra L. Miner, President of the 
GMEF since 2006. Ticket locations 
include Scotty's Convenience Store, 
World Eye Bookshop or call Sandy 
at TFHS (413)863-7296 and at the 
GMEF website - www.thegmef. 
org. Advance tickets are $10, and 
those available at the door $15. 

Send local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

Attention Montague Precinct 

One town meeting members: 
a pre-town meeting meeting 

will be held on April 25 at 7 
p.m. at the Montague Center 
Fire Station to discuss the 
warrant ruticles for the annual 

town meeting. 

RIVER RATS from page 1 

By JOSH HEINEMANN and KA
TIE NOLAN 

Josh Heinemam1 ai1d Katie No
lai1 have competed together in the 
Athol to Orange River Rat Race for 
six years. Despite being Rat pait
ners and life paitners, they wrote 
separate accounts of the Ap1il 13, 
2013 race. Katie's account is iii ital
ics. 

Josh and I spent the cool and 
windy first Sunday in April washing 
sap buckets and lids and stacking 
them to dry. Our plan was to prac
tice for the River Rat Race after we 
were done, putting our faiihful red 
canoe into the Millers River for the 
first time since fall. Then, Josh '.s 
pager sounded the Wendell fire de
partment tone: brush fire in New 
Salem, a mutual aid call for Wen
dell, Shutesbury, Leverett, Erving, 
Montague, and many other local 
fire departments. Josh rushed off, 
and spent four hours with the other 
firefighters, cutting fire lines into 
the forest soil to slow the spread of 
the 10-acrefire and putting out hot
spots by .flooding them with water. 

When he came home, soot in his 
beard and smelling of smoke, he ate 
the lunch he missed by answering 
the fire call, and was ready to pack 
the canoe on the tmck and get to the 
river. 

The st01y is that the River Rat 
race begai1 with a 1963 challenge 
among friends to race canoes from 
the Silver Front Bar in Atl1ol to the 
Lion Den Bar in Orange. The first 
race involved 6 boats, sta1ted with 
a warm up at the Silver Front and 
ended with congratulations and 
consolations at tl1e Lion Den. Alco
hol was not the point of the race, but 
neither was it discriminated agaiI1st. 
My first race was the 15th am1ual 
race ai1d I have entered every yeai· 
but one since tl1en. Between 250 
and 400 boats enter each year; 2013 
had 329 entiies. 

The early River Rat Races were 
held on the first Saturday in April. 
For our first race in 1978, my part
ner and I got into the boat and slid 
from the snow iI1to the water like a 
toboggan. The early April date con
flicted with the Westfield Whitewa
ter Race m1til the two race commit
tees got together and changed the 
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schedule so one person could enter 
both races. When that happened, 
people who had chosen the more 
serious Westfield race could enter 
the Rat Race and they did, with 
their 18' long nanow tippy 30-lb 
racing boats that move like a1rnws 
through the water. It is something to 
see, but their boats are not good for 
much more than going fast on flat 
water. The Rat Race evolved iI1to 
two races, the racing boats and the 
rest ofus who maybe got on the wa
ter once before race day, or maybe 
did not, locals, UMass students who 
thought it might be fun (maybe not 
a good idea for a first date), neigh
bors competing against neighbors 
in whatever cai1oe they have. 

An Osprey, a Rainbow and 
Herons 

Most of our practice this yeai· 
was shoveling snow, but we did get 
on the water for thi·ee short paddles, 
and one time we saw ai1 osprey. 

Our tradition for Rat Race prac
tice is to put in at the finish line at 
the Orange Environmental Park 
boat launch and paddle upstream, 
against the current, then turn and 
paddle back downstream. Usu
ally, for the first practice, it's rain
ing or hailing or snowing, but we 
had sun as we drove to the boat 
launch. The canoe slipped easily 
into the water, and we pushed off 
from the finish line. I felt joy in be
ing alive and paddling on the open 
water. The sun disappeared and the 
rain started, but it was just spring 
rain, i,velcoming us to the river for 
another season. Not far from the 
launch we startled a.n osprey. Oth
envise, we were a.lone on the wa
ter, but I paddled ha.rd, competing 
with imaginary racers. "Why are 
you working hard?" the more re
laxed Josh asked. "This is just a 
warmup. "I slowed my pace and we 
paddled upstream about halfway 
to the start, then turned around to 
paddle back downstream. The sun 
appeared through the clouds, low in 
the west, shining golden and myste
rious through the pines on the shore 
and then nearly blinding us when 
we passed by the pines. There had 
to be a rainbow: we turned the boat 
back upstream and there it was. 

see RIVER RATS page 6 
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The Boston Marathon Bombing: 
"Look for the Helpers" 

The flags should not be flying 
at half-mast again. Three people, 
including eight-year-old Mar
tin Richard, 29-year-old K1ystle 
Campbell and Lingzi Lu, a Chinese 
university student, should not be 
dead. 170 people - 17 in critical 
condition, and 41 in serious condi
tion - should not be injured. 

Outrage, sadness, sympathy and 
fear are among the many emotions 
we are feeling. But not disbelief. 
Not after Aurora and Sandy Hook, 
not after Oklahoma City where 168 
people, including many children, 
were killed in the 1995 bombing. 
Not after the twin towers went 
down in New York City. 

Un.fortunately, America is more 
and more a place where senseless 
violence is becoming a regular oc
cwTence. But to become accepting 
of these heinous acts is to stmen
der ourselves and our own human
ity. To confront the murder of in
nocents we must come together as 
people. We can refuse to accept 
that murder is nonnal. This week, 
as in so many other weeks, we 
need to feel that Martin Richard 
and Klystle Campbell are ours: our 
children, our siblings. We need to 
mown their deaths as we would 
mown the passing of those closest 
to us. We need to stand up to ter
ror, to violence, no matter where or 
how it occms. That is our job as a 

humane people. 
There is no way to make sense 

of this, nor make sense of the mur
der of four women in Turners Falls 
25 years ago, nor understand how 
or why kids get gunned down daily 
in crossfire on city streets. Each 
death diminishes us as human be
ings. The only way to regain om 
footing is to affi1m peace, to de
nounce violence of all kinds. Or 
as Mahatma Gandhi reminded us: 
"Victo1y attained by violence is 
tantamount to a defeat, for it is mo
mentary." 

What isn't momenta1y is the 
courage of the hundreds of people 
who mshed in immediately after the 
explosions to do what they could to 
assist those in need. They upheld 
our trne values that will endure 
long after blood has been spilled on 
the streets, long after the murderers 
have been brought to justice. They 
represent who we are, and who we 
have always been. They remind us 
of our hwnanity, and that good is 
far more present than evil. 

After December's shooting at 
Sai1dy Hook Elementary, many 
shared this quote from the late Fred 
Rogers of Mr. Rogers' Neighbor
hood: "When I was a boy and I 
would see sca1y things in the news, 
my mother would say to me, 'Look 
for the helpers. You will always 
find people who are helping.'" 
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By ELIZABETH WARREN 

My brotl1er David has always 
had the special spark in our fam
ily. 

Like our two older brothers, Da
vid served in the milita1y. When 
he got out, he started a small busi
ness -- and when that one didn't 
work out, he sta1ted another one. 
He couldn't imagine an America 
where he wasn't living by his wits 
every single day. 

Year after year, my brother paid 
into Social Security. He never 
questioned it. He figured he was 
paying so that he -- and a lot of 
other people -- could have a secme 
retirement. 

Today my brother lives on 
his Social Security. That's about 
$1,100 a month. $13,200 a yeai·. 

I'm telling you my brother's 
sto1y not because it's unusual, but 

Inch by Inch 
because it's like the sto1y of so 
many other people. I can almost 
guarantee that you know some
one -- a family member, friend, or 
neighbor -- who counts on Social 
Security checks to get by. 

That's why I was shocked to 
hear that the President's newest 
budget proposal would cut $100 
billion in Social Security benefits. 
Our Social Security system is criti
cal to protecting middle class faini
lies, and we cannot allow it to be 
dismantled inch by inch. 

The President's policy proposal, 
known as "chained CPI," would 
re-calculate the cost of living for 
Social Security beneficiaries. That 
new number won't keep up with 
inflation on things like food and 
health care -- the basics that we 
need to live. 

In sho1t, "chained CPI" is just a 
fancy way to say "cut benefits for 
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seniors, the pennanently disabled, 
and orphallS." 

Two-thirds of seniors rely on 
Social Security for most of their 
income; one-third rely on it for at 
least 90% of their income. These 
people ai·en't stashing their Social 
Security checks in the Cayman Is
lands and buying vacation homes 
in Amba - they are hanging on by 
their fingernails to their place in 
the middle class. 

My brothers and I grew up in an 
America that invested in its kids 
and built a strong 1niddle class. An 
America that allowed millions of 
children to rise from pove1ty and 
establish secure lives. An America 
that created Social Security and 
Medicare so that seniors could live 
with dignity. 

We can't chip away at America's 
middle class and break the prolnise 
we make to our seniors. 

NRC Annual Assessment of Vermont Yankee: 
Open House and Q&A 

The Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission staff will host an open house 
at Brattleboro Union High School, 
Multi Purpose Room on April 30 
from 5:30 to 7 to discuss Entergy's 
pe1formance at Vermont Yankee dur
ing calendar year 2012. Following 
the open house, the Commission will 
host a Q&A session dtui.ng which 
members of the public will be able 
to ask questions regai·ding "our role 
in ensuring safe plant operation." 

lion people, the Green Mountains, 
tl1e eastern Berkshires, the Mohawk 
Trail, the Monadnock range, count
less wate1ways, and hundreds of 
faims, but "stops" at the edge of the 
Quabbin reservoir. 

Letter 10,. he Editor 

All potentially affected residents 
ai·e invited to attend and take advan
tage of the oppo1tunity to question 
tl1e NRC directly. 

MCTV Responds to the Community About 
Technical Problems with Broadcasting the 

School Committee Meetings 

The NRC's 50 mile radiation 
"ingestion pathway zone" around 
Ve1mont Yailkee includes 1.5 in.ii-

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERSI 
fflontague l\eporter 

NRC Meeting Contact is Ron- MCTV cablecasts live prograin-
ald R. Bellamy, Ph.D., Chief, Proj- lning about local government, 
ects Branch 5. He can be reached schools and cultural events, pro
by phone at (610) 337-5200, or by gramming that the community can-
email: Ronald.Bellamy@nrc.gov not get anywhere else. 

Recently, viewers have been 
concerned that two GMRSD School 
Conunittee meetings, on Janua1y 
8th and 22nd, as well as a meeting 
held on April 11 to interview cai1di
dates for Superintendent, were cut 
off during their live cablecasts. 

MCTV allots a ce1tain amow1t of 
air time based on tl1e meeting agen
das and meeting history for these 
live broadcasts, and pads those esti-

mates, more tl1an doubling the pro
jected meeting times with air time. 

MCTV apologizes for the cut
off of live broadcasts. The station 
has created a plan with the School 
Committee to set up commwlica
tions and techllical coordination 
to make on the spot programming 
chai1ges in tl1e event that meetings 
are taking significantly longer than 
expected. 

MCTV invites viewers to call 
the Station Manager, Dean Gaivin, 
at 863-9200 with information about 
specific prograins, dates, and times 
that concern them, and talk with the 

Manager in the hope that problems 
can be understood and addressed. 

All School Committee and Se
lectboard meetings are re-cablecast 
multiple times in their entirety and 
are available on demand online 
shortly after the meeting dates. 
Check the website at montaguetv. 
org for program listings, key infor
mation, and 011-demai1d viewing. 

- Cindy Tarail 
Outreach and Communication 

Coordinator, Montague 
Community Television 

58 4th St Turners, 01376 
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Montague Democratic Caucus for 
town offices. There were no con
tested seats. The following will ap- ~ 
pear on the May 20 town-election ~ 
ballot: Chlistopher Boutwell Sr., ~ 
incwnbent selectman; Debra Bour- z 

i beau, incumbent town clerk; Patri- ::::, 
cia Dion, incwnbent tax collector; :5 
Teresa Miner, incumbent assessor; ri: 
John Mtuphy, incumbent Soldier i 
Memorial tiustee; Karen Latka and (/) 
Cynthia Tarail, library trustee in- ffi 

:I: cumbents and Karen Casey-Clu·e- a. 
0 

tien, Montague Housing Authority t; 
Boai·d. Albeit Cuilllnings, who re- ii:: 

:I: 
ceived nine votes as a wiite-in can- o 
didate for the Board of Health, will 
also appear on the ballot. 

With no seats contested, this year's Caucus was a small gathering. 
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All Articles Approved Unanimously at Turners Falls Fire District Meeting 
By CHRISTOPHER SAWYER
LAU<;ANNO 

New Well Will Be Pumping 
Water by Next Spring 

A light tum out of around thi1ty 
registered voters unanimously ap
proved all aiticles at the annual meet
ing of the Turners Falls Fire Distl-ict 
on Apr 16. The big ticket item this 
year was $935,000 for the constluc
tion of a new well at the Hannegan 
Brook site that will include pe1mit
ting, enginee1111g and constluction 
of pump houses. The site is near 
Lake Pleasant on Green Pond Road. 
According to Mike Brown, superin-

SUPERINTENDENT page 1 

ti·act. According to Phillips, Prince 
left after the Ap11I 2 school commit
tee meeting. She said the decision 
was "mutual," and that he would be 
paid his regulai· salary until his con
ti·act ends on June 30. 

As they sat down to contemplate 
the choice before them, everyone 
on the school committee agreed that 
all three candidates for the superin
tendent position were outstanding, 
well-qualified individuals. 

Who Is Michael Sullivan? 
Sullivan begai1 his inte1view, 

held on Monday, Ap11I 8, with a 
statement focusing on what he 
would like to accomplish as su
pe1-intendent and why he thought 
Gill-Montague would be a good 
fit for him. Sullivan, a native of 
Western Masachusetts who lives in 
No1thampto11, has a long histo1y as 
a teacher, working 14 years as a so
cial studies teacher at JFK Middle 
School in No1thampton, with an ad
ditional two years before that teach
ing social studies at Westlnoreland 
Elementa1y School in New Hainp
shire. He was Assistant Principal 
at Northampton High School from 
2004 to 2006, and then P1111cipal at 
Glenbrook Middle school in Long
meadow, Massachusetts from 2006 
to 2011. He has been in his pres
ent position since 2011 as Assistant 
Superintendent of Learning for the 
Longmeadow school district. 

All of his statements regarding 
his work, past and present, were 
ve1y positive. He stressed that it 
was not dissatisfaction that led him 
to apply for the position, but a desire 
to do more and contribute to lives 
of children. Sullivan said he would 
like to help the disti·ict improve to 
where all the kids succeed. He said 
the school district is a good fit for 
him: he likes the size, and said the 
people here ai·e down to ea1th, care 
about their kids, and are hardwork
ing. He met a lot of the students on 
his visit and said, "The kids I've 
met ai·e great." He comes to the area 
for outdoor spo1ts like canoeing and 
camping. 

The Interview 
Sullivan listed five things he felt 

were important about his leadership 
style. The first was having strong, 
busting and authentic relationships. 
As a leader, he said, you have to 
bring your experience and be open 
and honest with your co-workers 
and staff. He said competence is im-

tendent of the Turners Falls Water 
District, the approp11atio11 will be 
funded by a two percent loan for 20 
years from the Massachusetts Water 
Pollution Abatement Tmst and the 
Massachusetts Depaitment of Envi
ronmental Protection. 

The process has been a long one. 
Brown stated that the search for a 
new water source began in 1999. 
Since then, test wells were drilled, 
and in 2004 a repo1t on the test well 
pumping was completed. 2005 saw 
a preliminary design, but due to con
cerns of the Depaitment of Environ
mental Protection, further modeling 
was necessaiy in order to assure the 

po1tant, as is doing your work well. 
He also emphasized the importance 
of integrity, and modeling integrity 
for others. Clai·ity was also on his 
list. He said, "It's really impo1tant to 
know what your goals ai·e. You need 
clai-ity if you're going to ask people 
to work for you, so you have to be 
cleai· and know what you want." 

Sullivan also emphasized the 
need for good communication. In 
discussing his ability to develop a 
budget, he said he's worked closely 
with his cmrent superintendent. He 
majored in business and accounting 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
He said the tension that can exist 
between towns and a school dis
trict over budgets is natural. What's 
important, he noted, is to make a 
cleai· case for what you're looking 
for with a lot of detail and gain the 
tiust of the towns by being as effi
cient as you can, and finding ways 
to demonsti·ate good will. He said 
he was aware of the distl-ict's budget 
compact, ai1d felt it was "absolutely 
c11tical" to the budget process. 

Sullivan said he felt when you 
begin work in a new disti·ict, you 
need to spend a lot of time talking 
and listening. "You need to really 
hear how kids feel, what parents 
have to say." On the AIP, he said it 
was a ve1y important plan but that 
it might in some cases be too much 
too soon. He said he would want to 
engage the dish-ict in a vision/1nis
sion plan for moving the district for
wai·d, but wouldn't want to do that 
right off. It would have to be done 
collaboratively and over time. 

Asked about public relations, 
and building the image of the dis
trict, he said it was impo1tant to at
tend sporting events and be visible 
at all school events. He added that 
he has a lot of technical knowledge, 
cmriculum alignment, and use of 
data that can contribute to under
standing how to help students do 
better. "What kids need ai·e sti·ong 
connections with adults, so as we 
'mai·ch fo1ward' getting all kids to 
improve test scores, we should note 
the social importance and not lose 
sight of the value of time spent by 
teaching staff with students." 

The Discussion 
In beginning the final discussion, 

Pat Coll'iera of the Massachusetts 
Association of School Collllnittees 
(MASC) suggested the members 
discuss the pros and cons of each 
candidate and then see where ev
e1yone stood when they were done. 

DEP that the brook would not be af
fected. A new well and ti·eatlnent 
design was in place by 2008 and 
in 2009 a ten-inch production well 
drilled. The Water Distl-ict secured 
DEP approval in 2010. 

Over the last few years the Wa
ter Distdct has refined the design, 
cleared trees and bmsh from the 
area, and is now ready to begin the 
pump house constmction, connec
tions and upgrades. The depa1tment 
also intends to reti·ofit the existing 
Lake Pleasant pump station into a 
station for pH adjustment, emergen
cy ch101111ation, and other ti·eatlnent 
processes. Brown noted that most of 

After that, they could take a straw 
poll before going to an official vote 
or have a free discussion, then take 
a vote. Coll'iera also said that they 
needed six votes to confi1m a can
didate (similai· to what they need 
to vote a budget), but when school 
disti·ict attorney Russell Dupere ai·
rived, he said they just needed a sim
ple majority of five votes. Con-iera 
said the members should discuss the 
candidates so the community could 
heai· their thinking, but should stick 
to professional c11teria. 

The discussion process began 
with members listing pros and cons 
of the candidates. Leslie Cogswell 
of Montague said she liked that Sul
livan had a passion for educ:,ttion 
and that he had expe11ence build
ing a budget with his superinten
dent. Another factor in his favor 
was that he had roots in the area. 
Misty Lyons of Montague said she 
was ve1y impressed by that too. She 
also noted that he had an account
ing background, and that it seemed 
like anyone could approach him 
and he would be welco1ning. She 
did not feel it was a weakness that 
he "works too hard," his answer 
to what were his weaknesses. Jane 
Oakes of Gill said he had a lot of 
good qualities, and liked that he 
makes info1med decisions. 

Joyce Phillips of Montague stat
ed that Sullivan was sti·ong in work
ing with cUll'iculum and data but she 
had concerns with his budget expe
rience. She said, "He has to feel that 
this is what he wants." Jennifer Wal
dron of Gill said she definitely liked 
his answers on leadership, and that 
he has an accounting degree, and 
went to UMass; she liked what he 
said about earning bust, as well as 
looking for ways to cut costs. As to 
his weaknesses, she was concerned 
that he said the AIP was a good plan 
but maybe needed refining. "We all 
worked so hard. I don't want some
one to come in and change things." 
Another concern was that Sullivan 
1night not be not so strong in collec
tive bargaining. 

Shelly Clark said she was im
pressed with Sullivan's collabora
tive leadership style and that he was 
a ve1y good presenter. She agreed 
with others that the "AIP refining" 
statement felt a little funny to her. 
It also seemed that others had been 
pushing him to apply. Marge Lev
enson of Montague said of him, 
"He's a thinker, direct, articulate." 
She said she wants someone who's 

the work was done in-house. Had 
they bid out the jobs, the cost would 
have been ai·ound $400,000; instead 
the work was done for approximate
ly $127,000. 

"The water quality is excellent," 
said Brown. When on line, the pump 
will generate 1000 gallons a minute. 
The water distl-ict supplies drinking 
water for the residents of all the vil
lages except Montague Center. 

Other Votes 
Other items approved at the meet

ing were $24,270 for an ambulance 
and ambulance services, $30,000 for 
the purchase of a new Fire Depa1t
ment vehicle, and $30,000 to grout 

inclusive. "I want a steward." 
The school committee had a lot 

of good things to say about Mau
reen Wai·d, the candidate from New 
Hainpshire. She had extensive expe-
1-ience as a supe1111tendent. She was 
confident, goal oriented. She repeat
edly said she felt it was impo1tant to 
live in the community. Waldron said 
she liked that she talked a lot about 
collaboration, and was eager to 
"celebrate small achievement." The 
largest concern expressed by mem
bers was that she hadn't "done her 
homework," didn't know about the 
compact, and didn't seem to know 
much about the community. 

Patricia Gai·dner also had a lot 
of strong suppo1t and admiration 
ainong school committee members 
and many members of the staff. She 
received a lot of praise for her skill 
as Turners Falls High School princi
pal. They expressed appreciation for 
all the changes and improvements 
she's made at the high school, and 
her inte1view was viewed as ve1y 
sti·ong. The hesitation was about her 
experience, with some members ex
pressing the opinion that she wasn't 
ready to be superintendent. She was 
desc11bed as smart, and as a great 
cheerleader for the district. Oakes 
said Gardner inspired her. Waldron 
said she was growing in her posi
tion, and had great potential. 

The Decision 
There was an appai·ent expecta

tion at the end of this discussion that 
the conversation would continue, 
but Michael Langknecht, member 
from Montague, quickly made a 
motion to select Sullivan as their 
new supe1111tendent. Waldron sec
onded his motion. 

This surprised some, and there 
was a moment of flying to step 
back. Phillips asked if there was a 
need for more discussion first, and 

leaking Well #1. Other a1ticles, to
taling $64,000, included funding 
for tires, electrical panel upgrades, 
turnout geai·, vehicle conversion, 
sick leave and vacation pay for the 
Fire Depa1tment, and storage tank 
maintenance and sick pay at the 
Water Depa1tment. 

The requested special appropria
tions totaled more than $1 million 
this yeai·, a figure that will take the 
disti-ict's proposed expenses for 
FY'l4 from $2.3 million to $3.4 
million. 

No money was returned to tax
payers to offset the disti·ict fire tax
es. 

as there seemed to be, Waldron said 
she would withdraw her second. 
Phillips asked Langknecht if he 
would withdraw his motion. Lang
knecht said he had the impression 
this was what the members wanted, 
but if he misread things, they could 
vote it down. He said he would not 
withdraw his motion. 

So the vote proceeded, ending 
with a 5 to 4 vote in favor of Sul
livan. Voting yes were Langknecht, 
Brown, Lyons, Waldron and Cog
swell. Voting no were Clark, Oakes, 
Phillips and Levenson. 

In a procedure agreed upon at 
the beginning of the meeting, the 
members then voted unanimously 
to suppo1t Michael Sullivan as the 
next supe1-intendent of the Gill
Montague Regional School Dis
trict. 

The next school committee 
meeting will be on April 23, 2013 at 
Turners Falls High School at 7 p m. 
Sullivan is expected to attend that 
meeting to heai· a rep01t by Lynda 
Foisy of the DESE. 

u 
Poets Wanted! 
to submit original poems. 
Please email: poetry@ 
montaguereporter. 
org for consideration 
in the monthly Poetry 
Page. Include 25-word 
bio. Poems may also 
be posted to Montague 
Reporter, 58 4th Street, 
TUmers Falls, MA 01376. 

No prior experience 
necessary, at least 

as a poet. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Illicit Meat Vendor Eludes Authorities 
Tuesday, 4/9 

6:15 p.m. Disabled 
motor vehicle on 
Prospect Street. 
Removed. 
Wednesday, 4/IO 

2:20 p.m. Welfare 
check at Mountain 
Road residence. Found 
to be fine. 
Tlnu·sday, 4/ 11 

7: 11 p.m. Lost dog 
reported seen on 
Lillians Way. Located 

same. Owner picked 
up. 
Friday, 4/iz 

1 :20 p.m. Abandoned 
911 call at Lester 
Street residence. No 
one on premises. 
Saturday, 4/ 13 

1:30 p.m. Returned lost 
dog to Lillians Way 
residence. 
Sunday, 4/t 4 

3:15 p.m. Medical 
emergency at Farley 

Ledges. Climber fell. 
Assisted on scene. 
Tuesday, 4/16 

1 :1'5 p.m. Report of 
possible domestic 
disturbance on Moore 
Street. Found to be 
verbal only. 
2:30 p.m. Report of 
solicitor without 
permit in Moore Street 
area, selling meats 
from truck. Unable to 
locate. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

Simons & Simons 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Gerry G. Simons 

Estates • Wills • Real Estate 
Personal Injury 

P.O. Box 9 • Turners Falls 
(413) 774-SQS9 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner 

The Best Hidin!/ 
Place /11 Town 

48 Randall Road I 413-863-4680 

n1td 

T'1c11· 
Pec>plc! 

44 Deerfield St. (Rte 5 & 10) 
Greenfield, MA 413.774.7346 

.ADIATOR • = 
GeneralAuto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

F'oreign and Domestic 
Propane . Route 2, Cil 

illing 863-4049 1-800-439-404 
.- •· . - . . •. . 
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LOOKING BACK: 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK Fitness Hike on the New England 
National Scenic Trail Heres the way it was on April 17, 

2003: News from the Montague 
Repo1ter s archive. 

Erving Police Station 
Forging Ahead 

The Erving police station 
project is moving foiward. Baltazar 
Construction of Ludlow, MA is 
jacking 60 feet of 36" steel casing 
under Route 2 to accommodate an 
8" sewer pipe. The job involves 
a pit 30 feet deep on each side of 
the road. The jacking pit, lined 
with steel sheeting, is located in 
the middle of River Road where it 
intersects Route 2. Chris Tobolski 
is job superintendent for Baltazar 
Constmction. 

Wendell Comings and Goings 

The selectboard appointed Paul 
Sullivan to the board of assessors 

RIVER RATS from page 3 

We had two more practices 
- more cold air and gray skies, but 
we saw great blue herons flying 
overhead, heard a beaver slap, and, 
on our last evening practice, we 
heard spring peepers calling. Each 
time, as well as observing wildlife, 
I paddled as fast and strong as I 
could. I'm not a natural competi
tor, in fact I avoid competition of 
any sort. But someh01..,~ because the 
event is called a race, I feel com
pelled to put whatever strength I 
have into doing it. 

On race day, we fueled up on 
pancakes and 2013 maple syrup 
with our almost-4-year-old grand
daughter Rowena and our daugh
ter-in-law Kim. They would be at 
the finish line, waiting for us to 
come in. And here was an impor
tant reason to compete well, despite 
the nagging fear that I was so out 
of shape that I wouldn't be able fin
ish the race at all. I wanted to meet 
Rowena :S enthusiastic expectations 
for this exciting event called a ca
noe race. 

Under the Branches 

We staited at #183, a position 
that put us just upstream of a tree 
that leaned out from the bank di
rectly in om way. The staiting can
non went off, and somehow we fit 
underneath it inside the branches. 

Our starting position, drawn by 
lottery the night before the race, 
was 183. The competing boats line 
up along the south bank of the river, 
in numerical order. Twenty minutes 
before the start, Josh and I slipped 
into the fast-moving current and 
paddled until we saw boat 181, 
positioned just under a large over-

at the request of other assessors. 
Sullivan is numing tmopposed 
for the position in the town's 
May 5 election. Police officer 
Charles Ricko submitted a letter 
of resignation effective Jtme 1. he 
has been hired to work full-time 
as a sergeant for another Franklin 
County police depa1tment. 

Exploring Montague's 
Vernal Pools 

Annemarie Averill and her six
year-old daughter Katharine are 
enthusiastic tour guides to the world 
of Montague's vernal pools ... On 
a tromp in the woods off D1y Hill 
Road, Averill was hopeful we would 
have a good day for frogs, and we 
did. The wood frogs made a kind 
of quacking sound reminiscent of 
a tiny duck. The peepers, with their 
high-pitched chinup, added to the 
lovely choms. 

hanging branch. We pulled in, also 
under the branch. The paddlers in 
181 were a father and teenage son, 
first time racers, in a canoe that 
started a slow leak as we waited 
for the cannon shot that signals 
everyone to paddle furiously. That 
branch worried me - in the chaos at 
the start, it would be easy to run the 
boat into the branch and tip. Prov
ing that my worry ·was well-found
ed, a low numbered boat passed by 
near the middle of the river, and 
was pushed by the current toward 
the branch. The bow paddler glided 
by, missing the branch, but the stern 
paddler was caught underneath it. 
He lay back.flat and wasn't hit head 
on, but the underside of the branch 
scraped hard against his face. 

Waiting/or the cannon, we talked 
starting strategy with the paddlers 
in 181 - how to get by the branch 
without hitting it or tipping over. 
Five minutes before the start, boat 
182 appeared, paddled by two ener
getic young men. They came down
stream fast and started to maneu
ver in between 181 and our boat. 
The current caught them, and the 
stem paddler grabbed the branch 
to steady himself, pulling the boat 
over. The rescue boat appeared im
mediately, fished the men out and 
brought them to shore upstream. 

In minutes, the soaking wet men 
were on the path along the south 
bank with their boat, trying to push 
it into position. As they worked, 
the bow paddler stepped into a soft 
spot in the bank and was suddenly 
up to his waist in the river, but the 
two persevered and got their boat 
into the water. Clambering into the 
boat, they realized they had po
sitioned it backwards, bow to the 
bank and stern to the water. They 
didn't appear to be sober. They 

Watch Out For The Big Bunny! 

If you happen to be driving 
through Lake Pleasant on Saturday, 
April 19 and see a large, human
sized bum1y doddering arotmd, 
don't be frightened. It's not a 
genetic mutation. It's the patron of 
the Easter Egg Hunt that the Lake 
Pleasant Women's Club a1rnnges 
for the kids in the village each year. 

Editorial: 
6 Months Along 

With this week's issue, the 
Montague Repo1ter is six months 
old. It has been a largely volunteer 
effort to date, built from scratch 
with hard work by a lot of people, 
many of whom are your friends and 
neighbors. If you like the paper, say 
thanks to the local business owners 
who adve1tise in the Reporter. They 
need your suppo1t. 

decided to pull the boat back onto 
shore and position it correctly. They 
got the boat out as cannon went off 
The blank space 182 had just va
cated was wide open, giving us a 
path past the overhanging branch. 
We were out into the middle of the 
river, moving downstream as fast as 
we could paddle, and didn't see 181 
or 182 again. 

Chaos and Tangles 

At the Atl1ol bridge, we passed 
two swimmers, holding onto each 
end of an upside down canoe, but 
there was a boat between us and 
them and I could not reach over 
to help them. Then we passed two 
women sitting in a right-side-up 
boat that was filled with water. They 
looked puzzled, as if they were try
ing to decide their next move. But 
the msh moved us past them before 
I could even think to help. The first 
mile is a chaos of tangled boats that 
I tiy to pick a path around, and then 
when the tangles thin out, we just 
paddle as hard as we can to the fin
ish line, tiying to catch the next boat 
in front of us. The last mile always 
has a headwind, but this year there 
were no whitecaps and I think we 
edged a half-boat-length in front of 
the boats on either side of us. 

Racing boats take half an hom to 
finish. We took an hour. 

Reporting on a race that you 're 
in is impossible, you don't see it at 
all - your attention is on your anns, 
shoulders, breath, the paddle, 
the jams of canoes ahead, other 
branches hanging over from the 
shore. I did notice that there were 
more boats than usual this year, 
and more jams, but Josh :S steady 
steering got us through. And once 
we were in the crush of the race, 

Spectacular views await you from the M &M trail and Notthjield Mountain. 
The woods should be bursting Vennont with a view of the No1th

with birdsong and late spring wild- field Mountain Station upper res
flowers on this 5.5 mile hike along ervoir. Hikers will finally descend 
the trail fonnerly known as the M- along the scenic Rose Ledge foot 
M ti·ail. On Saturday, May 18 from trail to the No1thfield Mountain 
9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. No1thfield Visitor Center. 
Mountain Recreation and Environ- Participants will meet at No1th
mental Center staff will lead the field Mountain and carpool to 
hike which begins in the town of the hike start location and should 
Erving and ti·avels through hem- wear sturdy, closed-toed shoes, 
lock forests to the oaky woods on and bring lunch, water and ti·ail 
the ledges above the Millers River snacks to enjoy along the way. 
with a view of the River and east Long pants, sleeves, a hat and bug 
to Mount Wachusett. The group spray may also be desired. People 
will then continue to Briggs Brook who participate in aerobic exercise 
above the village of Farley, where three times per week or more will 
a com1ector ti·ail leads to the No1th- be a good fit for this program. This 
field Mountain trail system. free event is for ages 12 and older. 

A second viewpoint atop the Pre-register by calling No1thfield 
Mountain looks n01th to Southern Mountain at 1-800-859-2960. 

there was no fear of not finishing, 
only the determination to paddle, 
paddle, and get to the.finish as fast 
as possible. 

Josh likes to pick particular 
boats to compete against. Early in 
the race, he picked a boat paddled 
by a father and teenage daughter 
as competitors. We paddled almost 
even for a while, then they pulled 
ahead, then we pulled ahead. Near 
the finish, Josh noticed a low num
bered boat paddled by two Wendell 
firefighters ahead of us. "Lets pass 
them!" he called. We paddled hard, 
sneaked up on them, and passed 
them before they noticed us. 

Race Results 

Our family members who were 
watching from the shore told us we 
came in long after the winners, but 

near the front of the second wave 
of an-ivals. With help, we lifted our 
boat over the stone wall behind the 
Orange Fire Station, drank our Irish 
coffee while we watched the later 
boats an-ive, and then began pre
paring for an after-the-race family 
cookout. 

Rowena and Kim and Kim :S 
mother cheered for us as we passed 
the finish line. I think we won. 

By the end, 302 boats finished 
the race. Adam Gelinas and Shane 
McDowell, paddling a real rac
ing boat, came in first. We came 
in 133rd. The Wendell firefighters 
came in 134th and the father and 
daughter 137th. Boat 181 (father 
and son) came in 208th. Boat 182 
was not listed as finishing. 

u 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill 13romberg 
Montague, MA 
413,367,9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

A113 ... 86~9500 • lootthestiop.com 
62 Avenu.e A, 'turners Falls, MA 01376 

SOLAR Hor w ATER SYSTEMS PROVIDE 
60-80% OF YOUR HOT WATER! 

Eligible for MassSave Heat loan program! 

STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

$25,000 at 0% interest 
for solar hot water, 

insulation and 
heating upgrades. 
r 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekd~ys: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturcby 8 a.m. - I p.m. 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

mww 
Montague WebWorks. com 

Now powered by Rocketfusion 

413.320.5336 info@montaguewebworks.com 

make the web work for your business 

Qc.1i Jol111~nn. ~MOln,1 
ABR, CRB, CRS, CRI. SRES 
.. JI'.} 86'.3 l)7'.36 • Gtrilohnso11i1Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cerll6td Re1ld,n6al Special/st) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this presugiou; desi&oaMn. 
lhe CtS is my b.dge oi ~pt,tise and )'(llr l/J(,fd ci 
J5Sllraocc. l'IJ1 your 1ru.q in the hCll to gct lhc job doll(). 
111led'EI buring, selling 01 relerrini\, aKl'Jr.; chOOle 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 00 ~C~l~ r,[ rljll\'11 ~If>, 

66 French King Hwy., G 
rwriMMMIW (413)85 1 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• BAKER~ 
Office Supply 
Man Fine Gifts 
Willow Tree Figurines, 

Polish Pottery, 
Da Vinci Beads, Kringle Candles, 

Women's Accessories 
310 Main Street, Greenfield I (413) 774-2345 

www.bakerofficesupply.com 

~ 

ft scsc 
SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 

SUPPL. Y Co. INC. 
"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace Products 
Come sec our full line of pellets. 
wood. gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Firepla.ce Design Center 
makes it easy to choose the right unit 
10 suit your lifcs1yle. 

www.shanahansuppty.com 
529 S. Maio St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska 's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Tnrnen Falls 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

Local Handcrafted Cedar 
Meditation 5enches and Altars 

Sacred inlaid designs, custom available. 

Rick~ E:>aruc Solidarit:J Handworks 
Seeds of Solidarit,1;1 Orange, MA 978-5++-nt+ 

Peter Waters Painting 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Services 

Home: (978) 544-6534 
Cell: (413) 461-5172 
Wendell, MA 

peterwaters@gis.net 

7 
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Montague Business Association 
Grant Deadline May 1 

What would you like to make happen in Montague? 

MONTAGUE - Mon
tague Business Association 
members can request fund
ing for projects that suppo1t, 
promote and develop Mon
tague's businesses. MBA 
members are invited to apply 
for grants to foster projects 
that suppo1t, promote and de
velop Montague's businesses 
and that have the potential 

to emich and strengthen our 
community as a whole. 

manent equipment. Applica
tions are due May 1, and an
nouncements will be made in 
July. Download a grant appli
cation from the Documents 
page. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Medical Marijuana Dispensary Proposal 
Heard; Two Camperships Awarded 

The grants are intended to 
pay for supplies purchased or 
other expenses for a specific 
project or event. Funds will 
be dispensed on a reimburse
ment-only basis, and only af
ter the project is completed. 
Grants are not intended to 
pay for wages, labor or per-

Questions? Contact Lynne 
Rudie, chair of the grant pro
gram subcommittee, at 863-
2091, or AT lynnemdie@ 
verizon.net. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Juvenile Trespassers at School 
Monday, 4/8 
12:12 p.m. Accident with 
property damage, Salvation 
Army parking lot. Services 
rendered. 
7:S6p.m.Domesticdisttu-bance, 
Hillside Avenue. Investigated. 
11:S9 p.m. Loud noise 
disturbance, •central Street. 
No police service necessary. 
Tuesday, 4/9 
6:17 a.m. Vandalism, Fourth 
Street. Investigated. 
9:04a.m.Domesticdisturbance, 
Fourth Street. Peace restored. 
9:27 a.m. Fire alarm, Sheffield 
School. Referred to other 
agency. 
9:49 a.m. Animal complaint, 
Stevens Street. Unable to 
locate. 
11 a.m. Vandalism-Coolidge 
Avenue. Report taken. 
1:46 p.m. Larceny, ■ Fourth 
Street. Report taken. 
S: 11 p.m. Brush fire, area of 
the wildlife management signs, 
Millers Falls Road. Services 
rendered. 
S:S7 p.m. Burglary / break
in, ■ Green Pond Road. 
Investigated. 
4:S9 p.m. Hit & run accident, 
~ark Street. Investigated. 

Wednesday, 4/10 
6:19 a.m. Person well-being 
check, PowertownApartments. 
Investigated. 
9:54 a.m. Arrested --for trespassing and resisting 
arrest, at ~urnpike Road. 
10:2S a.m. Arrested a S6-year
old man on Central Street 
for assault & battery with a 
dangerous weapon, in response 
to a 911 call. 
10:26 a.m. Larcen)~ -
Massasoit Street. Advised of 
options. 
11:0S a.m. Arrested-

.~ 
Falls Road for operating to 
endanger, failing to stop for 
police, and speeding. 
11:45 a.m. Larceny, St. 
Kazimierz Society, Avenue A. 
Report taken. 
11:S0 a.m. Larceny, X Street. 
Report taken. 
5:25 p.m. Accident with 
property damage, Franklin 
County Tech School. Services 
rendered. 
Thursday, 4/ 11 

12:57 a.m. Open door or 
window, Jarvis Pools, Unity 
Street. Investigated. 

Turners Falls 
DOWNTOWN 

Liuabilits, Plan 

FINAL WORKSHOP 
Thursday. April 25th 2013 

6:30-8:30 PM 
Great Falls Discovery Center 

Great Hall Meeting Room 

Come see the Planning Team's presentation 
on implementation ideas and strategies that 

will improve quality of life in downtown 
Turners Falls. 

Topics include: Streetscape improvements, business 
development, mlll redevelopment, and sense of place. 

All are invited and encouraged to 
attend! 

Hosted bv Monugue Planning+ Conservcttion oepafffTlenr 
Sponsored in part by the U.S. Dept of Housing & Urban 

Oevelopmont Sustainable Communities Regional Grant program 

12:04 p.m. Animal complaint, 
Riverside Drive. No police 
service necessary. 
6:57 p.m. Larceny, Food City 
parking lot. Services rendered. 
9:S9 p.m. Accident with 
property damage, Hair By 
Phase One, Fifth Street. 
Citation issued. 
Friday, 4/a 
12:SS a.m. Person well-being 
check, village of Turners 
Falls. Returned to home. 
1:16 a.m. General disturbance, 

- Seventh Street. Advised to 
contact police if repeated. 
9:07 a.m. Chimney fire, -
Turnpike Road. Referred to 
another agency. 
9:50 a.m. Larceny at a camp on 
Woods Drive. Referred to an 
officer. 
10:08 a.m. Larceny at F.L. 
Roberts. Referred to an officer. 
11:22 a.m. Accident with 
property damage, Food City 
parking lot. Services rendered. 
4:S9 p.m. Domestic disturbance, 
Avenue A. Unable to locate. 
10:SS p.m. Neighbor 
disturbance, •second Street. 
Peace restored. 
11:06 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance, Turners Falls 
Road. Peace restored. 
Saturday, 4/ 13 

1 :40 a.m. 911 call concerning 
neighbor disturbance on Fifth 
Street. Removed to hospital. 
9:22 a.m. Arrested --for misdemeanor breaking & 
entering, trespass. 
12:51 p.m. Larceny, Ristorante 
DiPaolo, Avenue A. Services 
rendered. 
S:16 p.m. Trespassing, 
Hillcrest Elementary School. 
Unable to locate. 
S:54 p.m. Issued summonses to 
a 16-year-old and a 1S-year
old on disorderly conduct and 
trespassing charges, Sheffield 
Elementary School. 
9:28 p.m. Buglary / breaking 
& entering, ■ Laurel Lane. 
Advised of options. 
Sunday, +/14 
7:14 a.m. Environmental 
incident, Farren Care Center, 
Montague City Road. Services 
rendered. 
5:00 p.m. Trespassing, 
Industrial Boulevard. Unable 
to locate. 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

It was not on the printed 
agenda, but the April 10 
Wendell selectboard meet
ing opened with Peter Fish
er, Peter Gallant, and Pam 
Richardson meeting the 
board as citizens in favor of 
siting a medical marijuana 
dispensfily, and possibly a 
production facility in town. 
The selectboard took no ac
tion but listened to reasons 
favoring the idea, and made 
a few c01mnents. 

Selectboard member 
Dan Keller said, "I'm not 
sure Wendell is appropri
ate," being as remote as it is, 
but board member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said that a number of 
townspeople have asked for 
his support of a resolution 
encouraging a dispensa1y. 

Fisher said that the town's 
remoteness and low popula
tion might work just as well 
in favor of a dispensa1y or 
production, because Wen
dell's bureaucracy is small, 
and opposition may be less 
fervent than in neighboring 
towns; the expertise need
ed for growing is probably 
here. He said it would suit 
him not to have to travel to 
No1thampton to reach a dis
pensfily. He offered a pro
gression of state initiatives 
that decriminalized posses
sion of small amounts in 
2002, allowed medical use 
in 2012, and will make, he 
said, marijuana completely 
legal by 2016. 

One qualm that select
board chair Christine Heard 
had was that such a dispen
sa1y might play into Wen
dell's reputation as a "hippy" 
town. 

Gallant said the issue 
should be talked about at 
least, but the combination 
of dispensary and produc
tion could provide a dozen 
"green" jobs, and would fit 
well with other alternative 
therapies that are practiced 
in town, like massage and 
body work, herbs, fasting, 
and sweat lodges. 

Pooser agreed to work on 
fill a1ticle for the annual town 
meeting. The legal path to 
establishing a dispensa1y is 
long and intricate, to prevent 
people from enjoying any 
pa1t of the process. 

Dog Hearing 
Cindy Freeman spoke 

first at the dog hearing that 
included her neighbors Brian 
Jones, and Don Richfil·dson, 

and an-iving a few minutes 
later, dog officer Maggie 
Houghton. Freeman admit
ted that her dog had his third 
strike and had to leave town, 
and said that what she want
ed was three weeks to find 
a place out of town for the 
dog, because the first place 
she lined up fell through. 

Heard thought three weeks 
was too long. Jones agreed, 
and said that he wondered 
what he would find each day, 
when he came home. On the 
day that brought this third 
hearing on, he came home 
and found two dead chickens 
and a third that is recovering 
from puncture wounds. The 
dog also chases, but does not 
othe1wise hfilm, Richard
son's cows. 

Keller said that under the 
new dog law, the town can 
order Freeman to take one 
of three choices with a dog 
deemed dangerous: She can 
muzzle the dog, euthanize 
him, or keep him in a secure 
enclosure, with either a hard 
floor, or a fence dug two feet 
into the ground, filld get a 
$100,000 insurance policy 
on the dog. 

Freeman said she would 
contact the Husky rescue 
league, and asked for time to 
keep the dog home a week. 
She said she could not afford 
to keep him in a commercial 
kennel and was hoping the 
dog could go somewhere 
where her son can see him. 

When asked, Houghton 
said she recommended put
ting the dog in a commercial 
kennel immediately to stay 
for 10 days while Freeman 
contacts the Husky rescue 
league. Heard said that Free
man should come to the next 
selectboard meeting to re
po1t what she has done. 

Other Business 
Before even hefil·ing talk 

of a medical marijuana dis
pensary, the selectboard 
signed an appointment slip 
making Don Bartlett a mem
ber of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. Sixty five days 
passed with the ZBA tak
ing no action on a garage 
construction request, and so 
the variance was allowed 
automatically. Heard said 
she did not think there was 
a problem with neighbors 
objecting to the project, but 
still with a ZBA clerk check
ing mail regularly, and a full 
component of members, the 
ZBA might have held a pub
lic hearing filld gone through 

proper chfilmels. 
Heard said that the con

se1vation commission has 
awfil·ded the Audubon camp
ership to 12-year-old Tabi 
Hamilton, who hand-wrote 
fill essay on the impo1tance 
of nature. An anonymous 
donor gave a campership to 
9-yefil·-old Melina Coy, who 
submitted the second entiy. 

Town Counsel sent the 
selectboard a letter offer
ing their attendance at the 
fillllUal town meeting, but 
board members agreed that 
was unnecessa1y and would 
be expensive. 

Finance committee mem
bers Doug Tanner and Mi
chael Idoine met the board 
to discuss their concerns 
about the town's food secu
rity effort, which seems to be 
overseen by several boards: 
the agriculture commission, 
the energy committee, Good 
Neighbors, and possibly the 
commm1ity garden commit
tee. Tanner mentioned pay
ments by the town that would 
benefit only a few residents, 
like an energy cormnittee 
suppo1t of hay and compost 
delive1y for the 2012 grow
ing season. 

Tanner added that he 
wanted to clear up the muddy 
line between legitimate town 
responsibilities and things 
outside the town's concern. 
He said it would feel better 
to him if the town had a clear 
idea of where it was going. 

Judy Hall got independent 
nonprofit status for Good 
Neighbors, which makes 
them an entity independent 
from the town which means 
they are not held to obse1v
ing open meeting law. Good 
Neighbors is ready to pay to 
have stairs improved to the 
front upstairs room of the 
town hall so they conform to 
code, and then they can use 
the room just as any other in
dependent organization may 
use town facilities. 

Rabies Clinic 
The Franklin County 
Regional Dog Shelter, at 
10 Sandy Lane, Tmners 
Falls is having a rabies 
clinic on Saturday, April 
27, from noon to 2 p m. 
to help animals living in 
Gill and Montague get 
vaccinated. The cost is 
$17 per animal. All dogs 
must be on a leash, cats in 
carriers. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUL't' lJ, 

,. . .,, .. ,, .... ,: 1z ... 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzlnc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box 48 
f\lmCrS Fnll•. MA 
4 IJ-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental oflice on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.0.BoJ<729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

CHEW'lOLET 

/watanchc Colorado S11ti11111,1n Tahoe equinox rraveroc Vans 

RON SICARD 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3676 

Fax (413) 774-5746 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy in-town location 
Secure 24-bour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Marketers, J'mdtshow Venoors 
and Artists encourag~d to inquire 

'""'' PICKLES I Natural[~ Ferme11ted & Raw 

-~,w 
1•n•1 

111,s,,,.;,..,i........,._ 

We're going co-op! 
Read all about itat: 

www.realpickles.com 

(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

up.to•thc~minUt<!-technology 
old-Joihioned personal service 

17 ~ARI Of ~ING COPIEf 
AND fTlll THE ORIGI.MAL! 

rintit19 . oil 
ffset P b" e·1'1' 

Otor O copies 1ed ' 
,full c . ,ersi,e file; o,ceP . \ copies 

,Qv • I ,di91tO 

7 80 Main Street. Greenfield • 4 7 3-774-3500 
CREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM 

People often come to ,ee U$ 

because their parents 
and I heir grandpatenls did. 
We're proud10 hove 
thot kind cJ loyalty, 
or,d we work hard lo leep 11. 
• Gory and Noncy Melen 

"The perfect remembrance' 

MAIN OFFICE n3.9 
10 Mill Stree 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mlchael muller 
owner 
413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 
montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

DOLAN & tlb~AN 

I 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

17fAVENUEA 
TURNERS FAUS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 
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Montague Cable Advisory Committee 

Releases Comcast Survey Response 

NOTES FROM MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD MEETING 

Pat Allen to Step Down in June; 

By GARRY EARLES ceives goes to supp01t Mon- Montague's economic devel
tague Community Television, opment, especially in regard 

Memorial Trees to be Replanted 

MONTAGUE - Mon- the organization that provides to home-based businesses that 
tague's Cable Advis01y Com- local access television cover- rely on internet access. We are 
mittee wants to thank all the age of school collllllittee meet- also well aware of how a lack 
Montague residents for their 
ove1whelming response to the 
cable swvey that was sent out 
last June to over 4000 Mon-
tague addresses. We received 
over 300 completed swveys 
for an astounding return rate of 
7.5%,a tmereflectionofthein
terest Montague residents have 
about their cable services. 

The collllllittee sorted the 
returned swveys by precinct 
(Montague has 6 precincts) 
and then placed each precinct 
response in alphabetical order 
by street name. That way we 
could get a clear picture of 
residents' concerns within the 
area of the town where they 
reside. 

The charge of the collllllit
tee is to review and negotiate 
the required cable contract 
(usually a 10 year term with 
the cmrent contract expiring 
in August 2013) between the 
cable provider (Comcast) and 
the town, on behalf of the resi
dents. 

ings, selectmen's meetings and of appropriate internet access 
local events such as the block can hamper a student's edu
party, Pumpkinfest and the cation. Ultimately we want to 
soap box derby. see all of Montague wired for 

The co1mnittee has no broadband access. 
control over what Comcast CHARGES: We are also 
charges for anything and what concerned about how Com
television channels they offer. cast charges for its se1vices. 
Neve1theless, the collllllittee There seems to be no rhyme 
will be addressing those issues or reason as to how charges 
and more in our ongoing nego- are levied as residents are pay
tiations with Comcast. ing different amounts for the 

The following cormnents exact same se1vice. We want 
highlight the overall smvey Comcast to provide consistent 
results and the issues to be ad- pricing guidelines. Remember, 
dressed. however, we have no control 

SERVICE: Despite some over fees! We do, though, want 
outright "disgust" leveled at Comcast customers to know 
Comcast, those who have exactly what they get and for 
Comcast se1vices (television, how much, specified in a writ
phone or internet) are quite sat- ten contract. 
isfied with tl1eir se1vice, deem- CHA1\1NEL SELEC
ing it reliable (oveiwhehning- TION: Many responded with 
ly rated 3-4, with 4 being the complaints about this issue, 
highest). While reliable se1vice such as too many unnecessaiy 
is not a problem, being able to channels (e.g. shopping ones) 
get se1vice is. and too many channels they 

There are significant ar- don't even use which raises the 
eas of Montague that are not issue of being able to pick and 

The contract is for cable ''wired for service," requiring choose channels customei-s 
television se1vices, not phone 
and internet, and it provides 
the town with money solely 
from Comcast's television rev
enue. Obviously, though, once 
someone has Comcast's televi-
sion se1vice, they can "add on" 
phone and internet se1vices. 

The money Montague re-

residents in those areas to patch want. Unfortunately, we have 
together se1vices from various no control over any of that, 
providers for phone, television although we folly intend to 
and internet. Getting additional make commmlity sentiments 
areas of the town wired is a top known. 
priority of the collllllittee. COST: Without a doubt, 

We folly intend to address the number one issue for Com
the lack of service in ce11ain ar-
eas of town tliat are hampering see CABLE page 10 

Arena Civic Theatre 
prcs:ems 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls 

~ 

$16 General 
$13 Seniors 

µ 
Ti~ at World Eve, Greenfield; 
Jones Librat)', Amherst; 
and at the door 

$13 Students 
$10 Under 12 

Call 863·2281, ext 2 to 
Reserve; or visit 

~pril 28 ~;~';;:'• 
April 19, 20, 26 & 27 - 8:00PM 

llilll 
~o,,.,.,; Qlu-d 

This ptc.j~tis sporuored:in pM lrytht Loeal Ct!ltwal Collllcil~ oi Amherst, 
E.l\'ing, G;JJ, L e~'deri., Montagui, Nortltfleld ffld Wen dell,. lo~aJ ~g f.lletH tl\:/t 
are supported by tlte ).!assachlsetts CumunlCouncil, a state agmcy. 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

Although the word on the 
street was that Mrs. Allen 
would leave the board before 
her te1m was up, she made 
the official announcement of 
her early resignation at the 
April 16 selectboard meet
ing, saying circumstances in 
her life have changed dra
matically and she hasn't felt 
she could give adequate at
tention to town business from 
afar. She expressed her hope 
that a candidate would come 
fo1ward to fill out tl1e time 
remaining on her te1m and 
to continue on the board for 
a foll 3 year te1m afte1ward. 
Mrs. Allen has been a stabi
lizing and constmctive pres
ence on the board during her 
five te1ms as selectperson. 

Linda Hickman, Mary 
Kociela, and Jean Hebden 
brought fo1ward the plan 
of replanting the Memorial 
Trees for Victims of Domes
tic Violence, cormnemorating 
the 4 women killed in 1987-
89. (See Remembering the 
Turners Falls Victims, pg. 1.) 

The original trees have 
died over the years. The plan 
is to plant hardier, more ma
ture flowering trees that are 
also low maintenance and 
can thrive in Peskeomskut 
Park. There will be a cer
emony and planting of trees 
on May 2, 2013 from 5 to 8 
p m. in the park. The board 
approved tl1e replanting plan 
unanimously. 

VICTIMS from pg 1 

children were still in the 
home when the babysitter 
ai1·ived the next morning to 
find their mother's body. 

Less thai1 a year later, in 
September of 1988, Virginia 
Fetrer, 27, mother of five, 
was stabbed to death by her 
estranged boyfriend, Allan 
Jose Reyes, father of four of 
her children, in tl1e alley out
side her woodframe house 
on Fifth Street. The children 
watched their mother's mur
der; the entire neighborhood 
heai·d her dying screams. 

At Reyes' a1rnignment 
in Greenfield comt, accord
ing the Los Angeles Times's 
account on September 13, 
1988, nine women dressed in 

In other business, the 
board moved closer to the 
annual town meeting on May 
4 by placing all the wa1rnnt 
aiticles on the wa1rnnt and 
suppo1ting all but a public 
petition aimed at town meet
ing members. 

The selectboard signed 
the Notice to Proceed and the 
Owner/Contractor agreement 
with Diversified Constmc
tion LLC on the second phase 
of the Unity Park Improve
ment project in the amount of 
$400,060. Work is slated to 
begin in eai·ly May. 

Linda Hickman, children's 
librarian of the Montague 
Public libraries, sought and 
received approval for two 
upcoming events in Peske
omskut Park. The first is the 
Cinco de Mayo event to be 
held on Saturday, May 4. The 
second is a puppet show fea
turing the No Strings Mai·i
onette Co. perfo1ming The 
Three Little Pigs on Wednes
day, Jul 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

Airport manager Mickey 
Longo sought approval for 
setting up a line item to han
dle moneta1y donations made 
to the airpo1t as contributions 
toward its planned Aviation 
Weekend on Saturday June 
15 and Sunday June 16 and 
for any foture such dona
tions. 

Chief Dodge unfo1tu
nately had to extend Richard 
Suchanek's 1 llF leave until 
June 3, with the understand-

black with stockings pulled 
over their heads pointed at 
Reyes and intoned, "Your 
action will come back to 
you. Every action will have 
consequences." 

After bragging to his 
friends that he owned a shot
gun and plam1ed to shoot 
his girlfriend with it, ai·otmd 
midnight on Febma1y 4, 
1989, Joseph Demers, 19, did 
just that, killing 16 year old 
Catherine Gochinski at close 
rai1ge in their walk-up apait
ment on tl1e comer ofFomth 
and L Streets. She had hoped 
to be a beautician. 

Trees were planted in 
Peskeompskut Park in 1988 
and again in 1989 as living 
memorials to tl1e murder 

ing that officer Suchanek 
may return sooner than that 
date. 

The Chief also sought ap
proval to set up an assess
ment center process for the 
sergeant positions. He noted 
widespread dissatisfaction 
among Chiefs around the 
state with the online civil 
se1vice exam process, which 
seems to fail almost all can
didates for sergeant, includ
ing ours here in Montague. 
He is confident that the As
sessment Center process will 
identify more than one suc
cessfol candidate for sergeant 
here in Montague. 

Chief Dodge also ad
dressed the town's Pooper 
Scooper law and urged dog 
walkers to avoid fines for 
not picking up after tl1eir 
dogs. Dog owners, Help keep 
Montague and all its villages 
poop free. 

Recently Jean Golrick of 
Millers Falls asked the se
lectboard to release execu
tive minutes. Last evening 
the board did so, releasing 
the following minutes dated: 
11/8/10; 4/4/11; 4/11/11; 
4/25/11; 5/17 /l l; 5/23/11; 
7 /18/11; 11/14/11; and 
6/18/12. These are available 
in the Selectmen's office. 

The selectboard then went 
into executive session to dis
cuss strategy with respect to 
collective bargaining, imple
menting tl1e new pay and 
classification study. 

victims. In 2012, the last of 
those four trees died. 

On May 2, from 5 to 7 
p m., Vivian Morrissey, Vir
ginia Ferrer, Catherine Go
cllinski and Tracy Sheperd 
will be remembered, and tl1e 
entire community is invited 
to come out in witness to the 
ongoing necessity of ending 
domestic violence. Trees will 
be replanted in Peskeomp
skut Park, on Avenue A in 
Turners Falls, to honor these 
four young women from our 
town, and countless others 
who have lost their lives or 
been ha1med by domestic 
violence. 

II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

t?REATIVE HAIRt?llfflNG 
PERMC &, t!OLOU 

Ne1t1 Wo1ne11 8, l!hlldl"e1t 

E~~~Cll~D.t:s-j 
Gift t?etfifieates Available 

86~-2022 
Marie l!asttne 74 PROSPECT ST. 
Richard DlGeorge (Thursdays) TURNERS FAlU 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner -~~~i, 

• j It 
tJRECISION 
I REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2 I 90 
Ph: (413) 863-278S 39 Center Road 

Gill, MA 01354 Fax: (413) 863-0120 

FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 

, 
B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 

-., Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXT~RIOR PAIN1'1NC, ALL PHASES 

POWER WJ\SHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 

240 GRE:ElffJELD ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE a FAx- 4 13-~67-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.COM 

Jonathan Abbott 
5S1 I Disability Attorney 

If you can't work, let 
me work for you . 

tel: (413) 253-0052 Amherst, MA 
In I-Jome Appoi111111ents 

jabbottesq@verizon.net 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOl\11 AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 1 0: 30 AM- 3 :00 PM Doily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@TF Bridge 
863-9991 

Ma.T.L.C.-.~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Loca~~~~~~i::~~nter. 

Season-Long li'ro,erty7 a ntenance" 

45 , a 'n St:::.m;i~~::d;2~,:~:~f~e, P ~ 01351 

Gary .I\Jrn, Owner i- one: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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Reflections on a Stellar Creative Economy Summit 
By P.H.CROSBY it comes to creativity, innovation, opportunity out there for someone 

TURNERS FALLS - If you are 
a creative person of any kind, or ap
preciate creativity of all s01ts, and 
you missed the Creative Economy 
Smnmit 4 in Turners Falls a few 
weeks ago, feel sad. 

The event was an eye-opening, 
"mind-melding," joyous occasion. 
This was especially hue of the sec
ond day, which was more specifi
cally directed at "where a1t comes 
from," versus the first day, also very 
good, which showcased the neces
sa1y, commendable, but sometimes 
less enthralling business of plan
ning, organizing and stimulating 
arts activity at the federal, state and 
municipal levels. 

From the opening notes of 
singer/songwriter Erica Wheeler's 
sto1y and lyric in the Shea Theatre 
about the origins of Turners Falls, 
a na1rntive of ambition, persever
ance, cruelty, and resilience, and 
ending in spectacular fashion at the 
Discove1y Center with a dizzying 
"presi" by theatrical dynamo Linda 
Mclnierney (on using creative col
laborations between diverse a1tists 
and community sectors to fuel a 
new kind of economic develop
ment), the day yielded a staitling 
and gratifying array of talent. 

Many ofus found ourselves feel
ing, yet again, how lucky we are to 
be living in Franklin County when 

CABLE from page 9 
cast customers, along with no avail
able se1vice, is that of cost. Again, 
while we have no control over what 
a business charges for its se1vices, we 
can and will discuss with Comcast 
the "mind-boggling" disparity in their 
pricing whether it's for television, 
phone or internet 

CONFUSION: Finally, in re
viewing the smvey responses it be
came apparent that many residents 
do not understand what the Comcast 
contract is about, what services are 
available from Comcast and other 
providers and about the different pric
ing stmctmes. 

cultural vitality, and just plain fun. who wants to put together a1t and 
This was especially tme because, cultme tours of Franklin County 

between the two fabulous bookends o The a1t consumer is as im
of Wheeler and Mclnierney, were portant as the a1tist: are we doing 
(among other great offerings) the enough to cultivate and appreciate 
following: them? 

• an elegant and provocative o Is my professional sphere ( em-
presentation by Greenfield Com- ployment services) doing enough 
munity College's Leo Hwang-Car- to suppo1t or direct unemployed, 
los on the "diverse economy ice- underemployed, or mal-employed 
berg" and mapping the hue artistic a1tists toward resources that might 
and cultural assets of a region; help them? 

• a mesmerizing workshop by o There's something called the 
David Arfa on using the power of Creative Index and Cultme Count: 
storytelling to inspire and motivate, got to look that up ... 
whether for social action, fundrais- o Dee Boyle-Clapp of UMass 
ing, or business development; Arts Extension knows a lot about 

• and a great networking a1t networks and resources, from 
lunch at the happily over-burdened the federal level to the state and lo
Rendezvous, where one sat down cal levels: look her up! 
with strangers - from places rang- o Creative Ground, Matchbook. 
ing from Keene, New Hampshire com, AFTA, Hireculture, Mass 
and Shelburne Falls to Westfield and Creative, Fractured Atlas ... a wealth 
Southwick - and got up friends. of inh·iguing resources on-line for 

What might you have learned at 
the Creative Economy Summit that 
would help you personally or pro
fessionally? Perhaps a better ques
tion is what would you have taken 
away to think about, and what 
would you have learned to ask? 

Here are some of the ideas, as
sertions and questions that are still 
"top of mind" for this attendee a 
few weeks later: 

o There is an entrepreneurial 

That seems to be especially hue 
for om· senior citizens who do not 
understand the technology. While it's 
up to each customer/resident to advo
cate on their own behalf, especially 
when it comes to what's paid for any 
se1vice, the committee wants to help. 

With that in mind, and in an at
tempt to help residents navigate the 
Comcast maze, the committee in
tends to ammge a public question and 
answer meeting to be held in the near 
futme. We will publicize the meet
ing, so make sure you look for it, and 
attend if you have questions or con
cerns about these issues. u 

a1tists ... 
o Interesting! Business lead

ers are among those pushing Mas
sachusetts to put the ruts back as 
a mandated pait of the cmTiculum 

Help Wanted 
PEG Cable Access Staff 
Person needed. Temporary, 
part time. Direct and edit 
video, provide community 
video production train
ing. Apply by April 30 to 
MCTV Info at montaguetv. 
org. 

LEGAL NOTICE 
Wendell Conservation 

Commission 

GREENFIELD SCHOOLS 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 

In accordance with the 
Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Wendell Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw, the Wendell 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting on 
a Request for a Detennination 
of Applicability concerning 
a single family home septic 
repair on prope1ty owned 
by Peter Reddington located 
at 281 Jennison Road. The 
meeting will be held at 
the Wendell Town Office 
Building at 7:30 p.m. on May 
1, 2013. 

• Special Education Teacher/Coordinator (Virtual School), 80% 
• Long-term Teacher Substitutes: Kindergarten 

Grade 2/3 
• Bus Drivers (2), will train 
• After-School Tutoring Coordinator (new grant program, 12 hrs./wk) 
• TUTORS - for students at home; IO hours/week 
• Substitutes: Teachers, Bus Drivers & Monitors, Nurses, 

Educational Support Personnel, Custodians 
www.gpsk12.org 

Apply to: jobs@gpsk12.org 

Greenfield Imported Car Sales 
Formerly LaBelle & Leitner 

SALES • SERVlC.E • PARTS 

Charles Thompson Smith 
MaiyThomas 
Ruth Mazurka 
April 18, 2013 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

- to acknowledge them as just as 
critical as any other pa1t of so
called "core" requirements. Why? 
Because business has been among 
the first to discover what happens 
if young people ai·en't challenged 
to create, innovate, take risks, and 
work together with a common vi
sion to make something happen. 
They make lousy employees! 

o From Meri Jenkins, Prograin 
Manager, Mass Cultural Council: 
"Where something is happening, 
people will come. " 

o And, paraphrased: " Older 
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people like their culture in build
ings; younger people like it in the 
street: fairs, festivals, and the like. 
Make it a mix to be successful." 

o And: "Don't wony if you can't 
get teenagers of all sorts to officially 
participate. You'll find them there, 
at the fringe, hanging out. That's a 
good thing." 

o Jenkins likes towns that are 
not necessarily "cool," but have a 
"messy edginess" that makes them 
individual, unique - "where many 

see SUMMIT page 12 

FOR SALE in ERVING 
Sealed bids for a 2005 ford Crown Victoria black and 

gray in color, 145,664 miles. Needs a gas tank and rear 
brakes. Minimum bid $300.00. Bids will be received by 
the Board of Selectmen at Erving Town Hall, 12 E. Main 
St, Erving, MA O 1344 until May 28, 2013 at 4:00pm. 
Sealed bids must have outer envelope marked as "Police 
cruiser bid". 

All bids will be opened and read aloud at 6:45pm on 
June 3, 2013 in the Select Board Meeting Room at above 
address. Specifications are available from Police Chief 
Christopher Blair at 413-423-3310 X2. The Erving Board 
of Selectmen reserves the right to accept or reject any 
and/or all proposals as they deem in the best interest 
of the Town. 

Erving BOARD Of SELECTMEN 
Eu ene M. Kie adlo, Chairman 

FOR SALE in ERVING 
Sealed bids for a 1999 FL 80 truck. 8.3 Cummins 

engine, 9 speed trans, 70,830 miles, plow and stainless 
sander. Minimum bid $10,000. Bids will be received by 
the Board of Selectmen at Erving Town Hall, 12 E. Main 
St, Erving, MA O 1344 until May 28, 2013 at 4:00pm. 
Sealed bids must have outer envelope marked as "high
way truck bid". 

All bids will be opened and read aloud at 6:50pm 
on June 3, 2013 in the Select Board Meeting Room at 
above address. Can be seen at highway garage. Details 
at 413-423-3354. The Erving Board of Selectmen reserves 
the right to accept or reject any and/or all proposals as 
they deem in the best interest of the Town. 

Erving BOARD Of SELECTMEN 
Eugene M. Klepadlo, Chairman 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

WHERE ECONOMY IS KING 
AFFORDABLE, SAFE, RELIABLE PRE-OWNED CARS 

Toyota, Honda, Subaru Hyundai 
Blown Cellulose Jnsulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 

Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Home Repairs • Spray Foam Insulation 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

Pipion!f!TSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week t 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

Sti'Wn Therien 
.J13-522-6035 

www.tntprodj.net 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

'We Know Entertainment• 

• Free Co11s11liurio11 
• Slllte of tlu tln So11,iJ 
• 8&1 J/11,f;ej()t all. lges/Occasio11s 
~ Karaoke System Re11Jal 
* Rtta5(mabl.e Rates 

CaU Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 

Renaissance~Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Maj n Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4,462 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413} 548-6900 

SAL.ES • SERVICE • INSTALl.ATION 
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley; MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin:773-9497 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Healers, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

NWe give you a place to go" 

1 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT reggae & classic rock. 9:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20 

at Charlemont. Student musi
cians to open show. 7 p.m., $ 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 

rides, 8 p.m. Live band 9:30 
p.m., free. 

ALL THE TIME: 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic session, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 
The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok
er tournament, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music, ac
tivities and snacks. 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Friday 
Night Karaoke begins on March 
1. Free. 
EVERY THURSDAY 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

LOCAL EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Poetry reading, featuring Trish 
Crapo, Margaret Lloyd, Henry 
Lyman and Rich Michelson. 7 
p.m. 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 

Curry Hall Cage, UMass: 32nd 
Annual UMass Powwow. Native 
American drums, head danc
ers, vendors galore. 10 a.m. to 
6p.m. 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: The Muppet 
Movie, 7:30 p.m. Music before 
the movie: Beach Honey, pop. 7 
p.m. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
The Chickenyard, americana, 
with special guest Hanging Hills, 
indie rock. 7:30 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Arena Civic Theater presents 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 8 p.m., 
$ 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

Ted's Jazz Trio .----------------,,..._ 
with Ted Wirt. 7 
p.m. 
The Wagon 
Wheel, Route 2, 
Gill: Local folk 
acts, Paul and 
Sherry Carpen
ter, 7 to 8 p.m., 
and Kim and 
Sharon, 8 to 9 
p.m. 
The Rendez-
vous, Turn-
ers Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz. 8 
p.m., free. 
Deja Brew Pub, 
Wendell: Tommy 

Carrie Ferguson, folk pop, with 
special guest Heather Pierson, 
singer/songwriter. 7:30 p.m. 
Montague Bookmill: Who'd Da 
Funk It, funk, and Height With 
Friends. 8 p.m., $ 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Arena Civic Theater presents 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 8 p.m., 
$ 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Bright Lines & Shangri Lips, rock 
plus. 9:30 p.m., free. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
Montague Common Hall: Que
becois music jam. 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 
Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 

ive from the 
etropolitan 

Opera in HD: 
Handel's Giulio 

Cesare. 12 
p.m. $ 
Full Moon 
Coffee
house, 

g Wendell 
m Town Hall: 
~ Rani Arbo 
~ and Daisy 
~ Mayhem. 
; Benefit for 
m the Mon-
1-
~ tague Re-

Memonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf PICWRfS 
Friday April 19th and 

Saturday April 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
THE MUPPET MOVIE 

Nobody puts Piggie in a comer! 
1979, PG, 94 min. 

Music before the movie, 7 p.m 
Fri. Whistles/op, Sat Beach Honey 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t~1.J\r~1i 
The Brick House 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE 

CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 
Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 

Green Jobs Training 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 
413-863-9576 

Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson. Children 
and their caregivers are invited. 
10 to 11 a.m. Free. 

Filiault & Friends, .__ __________ _ 

8 porter! 
i:? Open micat 
~ 7:30 p.m., 

. . -'--'---....c..;;;..:.•.r;;........::1~.-..-11. headliner 
acoustic rock. Fusmg a gyp.ry sound with a punk rock sme/4 Haste! plqy the RendeZ}'OUS m Turners at 8 p m 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, 
and Schultzy from Curly Fingers 
Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Free. 

8:30 to 11 p.m. Falls this Fridqy, April 19. Loudville 111ill open. This free show starts at 9 p.m. Dess e·rt: 

ART SHOWS: 
Great Falls Discovery Center: 
colorful paper quilts and story 
quilts created by K-8 students. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 
19 
Pothole Pictures, Memorial Hall, 
Shelburne Falls: The Muppet 
Movie, their first feature film! 
1979. G. 94 minutes. 7:30 p.m. 
Music before the movie: Whistle
stop, old-time music. 7 p.m. 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Jim Gilmour, with special guest 
Amanda Rogers. Singer-song
writers. 7:30 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Arena Civic Theater presents 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 8 p.m., 
$ 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Mi
chael Chorney and Hollar Gen
eral, acoustic jazz-influenced 
americana, with Wooden Dino
saur, folksy indie stuff. 8 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & the Mud, Blood 
& Beer Band, singing all your 
Johnny Cash favorites and much 
more. 9 to 11:30 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Haste, gypsy punx, with brand 
new local recognizables Loud
ville opening. 9 p.m., free. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Community Smokes, rock 

Rockit Queer dance party with 
DJ Funkadelic Fern. 9:30 p.m., 
$ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Dedi
cated to Delilah, '80s pop rock 
and ballads. 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Rock 201, classic rock. 
9:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Ben Bullington, singer-songwrit
er. 2 p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Sunday Funday with Marlene & 
pals. 8 p.m., free. 
MONDAY, APRIL 22 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Bingo night. Bring your bingo 
things. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Play reading: Moliere's Tartuffe, 
6:30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
Erin McKeown, renowned & lo
cally based singer-songwriter. 
CD release show. 8th Annual 
Benefit Concert for the Academy 

SI id in g 
scale tickets. Good times. 
Turners Falls High School The
ater: Gill-Montague Education 
Fund 9th Annual Gala. With 
UnionJack, British invasion band 
with hits of the '60s and '?Os. 
7:30 p.m., $ 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Jennifer Matthews, roots singer
songwriter, 8 p.m. 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Arena Civic Theater presents 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 8 p.m., 
$ 
Montague Bookmill: Fancy 
Trash, roots and indie, with Kevin 
O'Rourke of Lo Fine. 8 p.m., $ 
Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Leah Randazzo/Jeff D'Antona 
Quartet, r&b and jazz, originals 
and favorites. 8 p.m., $ 
Deja Brew Pub, Wendell: Ot
tomatic Slim, chicago-style 
blues. 9 to 11 :30 p.m. 
Route 60 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Moose & the High Tops, 
'?Os and '80s classic hits. 9:30 
p.m. 
The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Art opening for Halie Theoha-

THURS 4/ 1 8 8pm FREE 
Half Shaved Jazz 

FRI 4/ 19 FREE lgypsyl 
HASTE! I loudville 

SAT 4/20 9:30 $3 
ROCKIT QUEER 

w. OJ Funkadelic Fern 

SUN 4/21 8pm FREE 
SUNDAY FUNDAY! w. 

Marlene & Co. 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
REIIIElVIIUSTFMI.COM 
TEL:413·163·Z166 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, GRS, e·PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Off,cc: (.; 13) A98,0207 x2 

Ceil: (413) B34-4444 

75 Main Street: Suite 105. 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863·9166 
Home fall, (413) 863·0218 

bedson1\llcomcast.net 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwan:ls 

Certified Arbonst 

Tree Climbing Speclalisl • Pruning And Removals 
Slump Grinding • Pracllcing Fine Arboricullure 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift.· Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured \llilh Workers Comp. ·lnsuran,e and Liability, 
\VWW,MATit:DWARDSTKEt:.COM t, 

,t 1ven<1e11, M~ 

Serurng HampshireA,1d f'r1111klln Cowitie§ '"\ I 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured * EASTERN 

• s,~.~;'~~-~!~! ~~~~., 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367 -2228 
FAX 413,367-2212 

~issance IB~ilders 
~a1itp, erefrsmanship, ©riginal Gliwuglit 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

r~~ Brian R. Son Soucie 
'-....: Locksmith - CRL 

Serving rile Area for over 25 years Certified• Bonded• //1sw(•tl 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlague Slreel 
Turners Fairs, MA 01376 

BHper 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-SOZZ 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

a 'ina 's Uniquities, Frivolities & 
J 'I l Unnecessariums 

:Nook, 
wed. • thurs.: 4 ·6 
fri • sat: 1 -6 

art . craft . design 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.com 

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-lo-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal seNice 

I 80 Main Street, Creenf,eld • 413-714 • 3 S00 • 9reenf1e/d@copycarprln1,hop.com 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

The chimney sweep has ar
rived. Trne, he lacks the black top 
hat, and instead, wears Levis and 
a black sweat shirt, but he is here 
nonetheless. This annual cleaning 
is always scheduled in the spring 
for a discounted cost and because 
we are nearing the end of the burn
ing season. We'll probably enjoy 
a few more evening fires into the 
cool nights of May. Still most days 
now, a quick nm of the furnace in 
the morning to waim the air suffices 
until the stm is up. Then the heat 
pouring into the sunroom moves 
our small home ii1to high spring 
temperatures to the delight of the 
cat and our growii1g tomato plants. 

Despite the frosty nights, the 
daffodils are starting to open all 
over the yard, the peepers are car
oling their chorns in the marshes 
and the birdsong in the morning 
is loud and clear: the Phoebe joins 
the song sparrnw and the Titmouse. 
The buds on the apple trees are fat 
and white although still closed. The 
yard is ringed with green fuzz: the 
tips of the wild honeysuckle leaves 

from SUMMIT page 10 
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THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

are opening. Leaf buds appear· on 
the rose bushes and the flowering 
quince. 

The soil iii the raised bed cnun
bles nicely to the touch. Today I'll 
plant some seeds of lettuce, spinach 
and radish. These crops love the 
cool spring weather and can read
ily tolerate light frosts. We've been 
eager to get our fingers into the dirt, 
to start our first plantii1gs and to feel 
agaii1 our connection to the earth in 
a real way. These plantings will be 
ready for harvest mid-May before 
the heat of late spring an-ives. 

We'll also trim the dead stalks in 
the asparagus bed, lightly scratch 
the top layer of soil and fe1tilize the 
bed before the spears appear. This is 
a great time to clean out flower beds 
and remove any burgeoning weeds 
so that those blooming beauties will 
stand out. Don't rnsh to rake out 
all the dead leaves, however, left 
alone they will shade out new weed 
growth and eventually break down 
into compostable material. 

As soon as the tomato seedlii1gs 
show their first trne leaves, they will 
be ready for transplanting. Toma
toes are heat lovers so the trays still 
sit on the waiming mats. I plan to 
buy a lai·ge bag of pottii1g soil and 
wrum it in the sunroom before set
ting out these youngsters ii1to four 
inch pots. We'll also leave the heat
ing mats on at night since the tern-

perature in the sunroom drops to 
fifty overnight. These plants like to 
live at a comfo1table 70-80 degrees 
day and night. Once they have been 
transplanted we'll sta1t adding a 
light application of liquid seaweed 
to their water. I prefer this to buy
ing a potting dirt that has been pre
treated with plant food. It's a very 
organic fertilizer and the application 
can be more easily controlled. 

In the relative wannth here in the 
river valley, the signs of spring are 
strong in the lru·ge red buds of the 
maples, the sight of spring bulbs, 
and the disapperu-ance of the last 
bits of snow. Just a few miles up 
into our sull'ounding hills spring 
presents a ve1y different picture. 

A Sunday drive soon brought 
us a few weeks backwru·ds in the 
season. There is much snow still 
in the woods and the dirt roads are 
just struting to thaw into mud sea
son. The wind was shaip as we 
toured the old frunily homestead 
and the small local cemete1y. The 
flowering bulbs were still under the 
winter's crop of snow; the brai1ches 
of the maples were gray against the 
sky. It was all very beautiful at the 
top of the mountain in its stru·k way, 
but we were glad to descend into the 
new season below, grateful for the 
wa1mer temperature and the chance 
to get into the gru·den again. 

Our brave ancestors traveled 

fru· to perch their homes at the tops 
of the hills a long way from town 
and neighbor. When he was a boy, 
Ken spent some time during smn
mers at the fann of his maternal 
grandparents. They had no indoor 
plmnbing nor rnnning water, kept a 
cow and chickens as well as a huge 
workhorse, grew most of their own 
food, cut the wood for their heat, 
rose with the dawn and went to bed 
sho1tly after dru'k. Their lives were 
trnly rooted in the soil, each day in 
tune with the season. 

We pa1t-time gardeners can share 
in that closeness to the ea1th and the 
season without the hardships. Our 
gardening is more of a hobby than 
an essential aspect of our existence. 
We can after all, always rnn to the 
store or the market gai·deners for 
what we need. But there is some
thing elemental about watching the 
risii1g temperature, the lengthening 
days, and the change of the seasons. 
It brings on the itch to put fingers 
into the soil, to sow seeds and set 
plants. It feeds our sense of connec
tion to our mother earth ai1d to our 
own beginnings. 

Watch for the sure signs of spring 
where you live and treat yourself 
to a bit of one of man's oldest ac
tivities: the tilling and planting of 
crops to eat, to harvest, to store, to 
feed the body and the soul. Happy 
gardening! 

through could be a pleasurable challenge. 
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REALTY 
Big enough to deliver, 
small enough to care! 

MOVING 
Boxes & Packing Materials 
U-Haul Rentals & Movers 

SELF STORAGE 
Best Rates in the Valley! 

74 Mohawk Trail 

Greenfield, MA 

774-2331 

LAMORE LUMBER 
~~~ ~ 

Sheds • Barns • Garages 

Additions • Screen Porches • Kits 

Red, Brown & New Black Mulch 

25 Year Guarantee 
We Custom Build on Your Property 

www.post-beam.com 
E-,uail: Lamore@post-beam.com 

Phone (413) 773-8388 
Fax (413) 773-3188 

724 Greenfield Road, Rte 5&10 
Deerfield, MA 01342 

kinds of people rnb shoulders and the un
expected can happen ... " Sounds like us! 

o Casual "hobbyists" are pait of the 
creative economy, too. Find ways to in
volve them. It enriches the palette of your 
offerings and draws in an audience you 
may be missing. 

These Creative Economy Summits, 
sponsored by the Fostering Arts and Cul
ture Project, have enriched Greenfield, 
Shelburne Falls, and Tmners Falls so 
far. Next stop, 2014, maybe No1th 

o A sense of place: what is your sense 
of this place? You have favorite places 
that others don't necessarily know about. 
Name them. Treasure them. 

o Find a way to pay rutists for what you 
ask them to do. Too often they're asked to 
do benefits for eve1yone but themselves. 

o In a creative economy, your people 
are your assets. What can they do? What 
can you do? 

Not a bad idea list to be canyii1g around 
in one's head. One for which the follow-

Quabbin? 

II 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-25 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse 
saturday, April 27 

7:30 p.m. Open Mic 
8 p.m. Main Act: 

Rani Arbo and Daisy Mayhem 
Beloved local band, amazing vocal harmonies, killer 
instrumentalists. Come dance the night away to a fun 
mix of folk, bluegrass, rock and Americana! 

It's for a good cause too: this month's beneficiary is the 
Montague Reporter, your local independent newspaper. 

Tickets Sliding Scale Donation: $6 to $20. 

The Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse is located in Old 
Town Hall in the center of Wendell offering a unique 
opportunity for music, fun and dance; always in support 
of a good cause. Come experience the Valley's only 
Dessert-0-Rama in an affordable family-friendly venue. 

www.wendellfullmoon.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

magpiepiua.com 
21 Bank Row, Cftd. 

413-'175-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

7urners ~(Is 'PiZZA 1-fow1 
Family Owned & Operated 

Setvin.g Titrners Falfs area for 40 Years 

D®e Argy, Family & Stnff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.111rner1l1ll8plzza.com 
119 Aven1e A, Turners Falls ❖ (418) 883-8000 

T11c Yill TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a ,Meal 

Now seruing Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
316 Mair, Road, GiJI,, MA 4 I 3.86'3°9006 




