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DtJJl!)'ne Sirum (left) and Doug Rehor, CEO of McCormick USA pose in front of a McCormick MTX 141 horse­
power farm tractor at S irum 5-open house. In comparison, the popular 8N Ford farm tractor 111as on!J 18 horsepower. 

BY JOSEPH A. PARZYCH 
MONTAGUE - Sinnn's annual 
open house was again a huge suc­
cess, with folks flocking in like 
the spairows to Capistrano. 

The same generous spread of 
food greeted them, but this yeai· 
they were also greeted by the 
C.E.O. of McCormick USA, who 
shook the hand of eve1y person as 
they came through the line. 

The faniiliar green of John 
Deere at Simm Equipment 
Compai1y in Montague is being 
replaced by the red of 
McConnick, ai1 old name in fa1m 
equipment dating back to 1831, 
when Cyius McC01mick success-

fully pe1fected a mechanical hai·­
vester. He pe1fected the haivester 
that his father had developed to 
replace reaping cradles. Heavy 
hai1d-held cradles, used to ha1vest 
grain, were slow, cumbersome 
ai1d tiring to use. 

McC01mick's first primitive 
haivester did the work of five 
men. He made many improve­
ments to create the most success­
ful combine on the market. 

In McCo1mick's first demon­
stration, the fa1mer chose his 
worst field, an uneven lot littered 
with stones and holes. 
McCormick's invention success­
fully haivested the grain despite 

Fran Hemond. Local Treasure 

all obstacles. Rather than doom 
the demonstration to failme, the 
haivester's rousing success 
impressed the skeptical crowd 
who had come to witness the 
reaper's flop. 

Fainily owned and operated, 
the Simm Equipment Company 
will, no doubt, overcome the 
obstacle of having their John 
Deere franchise te1minated in 
June. Despite Sinllll's remai'kable 
success ai1d solid reputation, John 
Deere seems to have other priori­
ties, which cai1 only meai1 incon­
venience for farmers. 

Doug Rehor, CEO of 
see SIRUM page 12 

BY JANEL NOCKLEBY 
MONTAGUE CENTER 
For ten years, Fran 
Hemond has been delight­
ing Montague Reporter 
readers with her vivid 
accounts of scenes from 
Cold Brook Farm in 
Montague Center. Among 
her many obseivations, she 

when a bald eagle flew in 
and perched on a big oak 
tree at the faim. 

small hydro dam i11Stalled 
at the spillway of the pond. 

answers the 
questions, 
"who has 
breakfast 

with 

(")TENT me?" 

"He was nice and still 
on the brai1ch for five min­
utes. He was the greatest 
thing that has been by," she 
said. 

Hemond also hosts bfrd 
conventions at the pond 
during the late summer 
Inigration season. One year 
a couple of Cai1adian geese 
played the role of secm'ity 
guards to make sure people 
didn't intenupt the paiticu­
larly spectacular vai'iety of 
wate1fowl. 

"My father was born 
here iI1 1865, which is why 
I came here," she 
explained. Hemond moved 
to Montague Center to set­
tle down neai·ly 20 yeai·s 
ago after moving about 
Massachusetts and 
Connecticut dm'ing her ear­
lier yeai-s. 

IHIE 85ARM §PRlINGl8 IIH SYRIA 

Ed Hines mesmerized the crowd 1vith his guitar-oud before Robert Haddad 
delivered an incisive ana!ysis of the Syrian uprising at the Wendell Library. 

WENDELL - Smith College emments in all three countries 
Professor Emeritus of History were controlled by Sunn1 
Robert Haddad delivered the fol- Muslims of vaiying degrees of 
lowing speech at the Wendell personal piety but not advocates 
Free Library on Wednesday, oflslainic polity. 
March 28th, to a crowd of about "If revolution in Tunisia, 
two dozen: Egypt and Libya had a sectai'ian 

"Let me begin by emphasizing cast, it was only to asse1t Islam 
an impo1tant difference between against regimes deemed by many, 
the Syriai1 and other mairifesta- though hai·dly all, as insufficient­
tions of the 'Arab Sp1'ing.' ly Islainic. Removal of a min011ty 

"The 'Arab Sp1'ing' was initi- regime was not at issue. 
ated by Tunisia where viitually "In shaip contrast, revolution 
eve1yone adl1eres to the Sumu in the Persian Gulf kingdom of 
creed, the maj011ty expression of Bahrayi1 pitted the majo11ty Sh11 
Islam. Then came Egypt where population against the min011ty 
Sumu Muslims comp11se some Sunn1 regime. The 'Arab Sp1'ing' 
90% of the population. Libya, has still to effect change in 
whose population is vi1tually Bahrayi1, though the game is not 
entirely Sulll11 rose next. The gov- see SYRIA page 9 

AkNIVERSAAY at . the 
CAMPAIGN b 1 r d 

feeder Many of the birds 
became so fainiliar, 
Hemond gave them names. 
After a while, they began to 
feel like members of the 
fainily to om readers, too. 

The cider Inill at Cold 
Brook Fa1m was well 
known across tl1e Valley 
back in the day, with long 
lines of ho1-se drawn wag­
ons filled with apples wait­
iI1g for the press queued up 
iI1 the wiI1diI1g driveway to 
the farm, recalled 
Montague Reporter editor 
David Detmold, citing one 
ofHemond's articles. 

Adam Anderson (L) and Rob Tarbox as "Rival Scrappers" in Doug Dawson} cult classic. 
and "who is paddling about 
on the pond?" 

Hemond says, "I write 
and eat breakfast in front of 
the wiI1dow. Just the birds 
and I." 

A wide vai'iety of birds 
have lai1ded at Cold Brook 
Frum over the years to 
attend Hemond's 
"Breakfast Club." Her 
favorite memo1y is of 

Hemond also writes of 
the hist01y of her home. 
Cold Brook Frum off of 
Greenfield Road was per­
haps the first place in 
Montague Center with 
elech'icity because of a 

A ferry slip used to be a 
point of depaiture for 
Deerfield at one end of tl1e 
faimroad. 

And, with all of those 
open fa1m fields, Cold 
see HEMOND page 12 

BY J.C. PRODUCT - that with actors capable a brave director who leaves 
There was graveside park- enough to design their own blank a screen, and tl1at is 
ing only at the Wendell roles, he was more of a precisely what Dawson 
Free Library's world pre- director and consultant did. While Wendell rappei· 
Inier of Doug Dawson's than a wi'itei· and director. Jesse Davis delivered a hot 
sho1t film, Donna and Alia With that responsibility 011ginal tune, the audience 
Go Scrapping, on Sunday, escape hatch iI1 place, looked ne1vously about, 
Mai·ch 25th. Dawson sta1ted the reel even glanciI1g over at the 

Dawson introduced the (okay, it was a computer), director's booth to see if 
film by admitting he had diinmed tl1e lights and we he'd noticed the screen was 
only scripted the first were off. . . dark. He ignored us ai1d sat 
scene, and added happily ... Orsowethought.Itis see CLASSIC page 16 
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PET OF THE WEEK 
Out of the 
Shadows, 

Into Your Lap 

Shadow Kitty 
I'm Shadow Kitty. I'm a 13-

year-old female cat in need of a 
home. Would you like a quiet, 
lovable and affectionate com­
panion? Then please come see 
me! I'm an indoor only kitty 
who likes to chase flashlights. 
I'm a bit shy with visitors and 
will hide when they come but 
after a while I'll come out to 
say hello. I would prefer to be 
your only pet. I've never lived 
with dogs and I don't really 
appreciate the presence of other 
cats. If you're looking for a 
snugglebug I'm your gal! For 
more information on adopting 
me, please contact the Dakin 
Pioneer Valley Humane Society 
at 413-548-9898 or email: 
info@dpvhs.org. 

PAPER! 
Week of April 9th 

• Montagu 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

)17 

32 Bridge Street, 
2nd Floor 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com closed Mondays 

'{[be ;fflontague 
3L\eporter 

Published weekly on Thm·sday. 
(Every other week in July and 

August. Wednesday paper fotuih 
week of November. No paper last 

week of December.) 
PHONE (413) 863-8666 

reporter@montaguema.net 
Postmaster: Send address 

changes to 
The Montague Repo1ter 

58 4th Street 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

Advertising and copy deadline 
is Tuesday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for e1Tors in advertisements, but 

w-ill print w-ithout charge that pait 
of the adve1tisement in which an 

en-or occm1·ed. The publishers 
reserve the right to refuse adveitis­
ing for any reason and to alter copy 
or graphics to conform to standards 
of the newspaper, such as they ai·e. 

Local Subscription Rates: 
$20 for 1;2 Year 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY SPRING PARADE 
The second annual parade 

will be held in Turners Falls on 
Saturday, April 14th, 2012 
(Rain/Snow date April 21st). 

Organized by the same peo­
ple who organized the Franklin 
County Fair Parade and 
Pumpkinfest. 

The first annual parade was 
held last year. 700 people 
marched in the parade and over 
4,000 people came out to 
watch! 

The parade will make a 
three-mile loop, beginning at 
1 :00 p.m. at Sheffield School 

on Crocker Avenue. It will take 
a left onto Montague Street, 
travel to the end, and turn left 
onto Turnpike Road. The 
parade will go past the Turners 
Falls High School, and take a 
left onto Millers Falls Road. At 
Scotty's Convenience Store, 
the parade will turn left onto 
High Street and end back at 
Sheffield. 

This event is sponsored in 
part by the Montague Cultural 
Council, a part of the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. 

LEVERITT LIBRARY NEWS 
Pizza and Poetry 

Have pizza with family and 
friends suITotmded by fantastic 
photos of new trails in East 
Leverett. Janine Roberts, 
Leverett author and poet, will 
lead a workshop in writing 
nature poems. 

Happy Birthday Joey! 

A hardworking construction man 
111ho has since taken up photograpf?y 
and videograpf?y. (His photos have 
been published in the Montague 

Reporter among other places.) His 
birthdf!Y 111as April 1st and that's 

no April fool joke. 

This program is sponsored 
by the Leverett Trails 
Committee and supported by a 
Leverett Cultural Council 
grant. 

The event will be held on 
Tuesday, April 10th from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. at the Leverett 
Library. For more info email: 
janine@educ.umass.edu. 

STREET SWEEPING 
in GILL 

The Gill highway depart­
ment will begin street sweep­
ing in Gill on Monday, April 
9th. 

The J.W. Cotton company 
from Hatfield has contracted 
with the town to do the job in 
residential neighborhoods, 
beginning with Riverside. 
Town administrative assistant 
Ray Purington said it is likely 
the company will work from 
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and 
complete the work by the end 
of the week. 

Call the highway depart­
ment for more information, at 
413-863-2324. 

April 5, 2012 

The Our Lat!J of Czestochowa Bazaar on Saturdf!Y, March 31st 111as a 
blur of people as the pierogi and other food quick!J sold out. 

WENDELL LIBRARY NEWS 
Downloadable Books Tralnln~ 

Confosed about how to add tal catalog and the free OverDrive 
free books to your Kindle, Nook, downloadable service. Bring your 
Sony Reader, IPad, smart phone device if you have one. Please 
or other electronic reading have it registered and ready to 
device? Then this workshop is for receive books. 
you! This free workshop will be on 

Learn how to browse, check Tuesday,April 10th at4:00 p mat 
out and download e-books and the Wendell Free Library. For 
digital audiobooks from the free details and to sign up, call the 
C/W Mars libraiy network's digi- libra1y at: 978-544-3559. 

WENDELL SENIOR CENTER NEWS 
Bealln~ Arts for Seniors 

Come to the first, free, healing hands-on therapy works on the 
arts session for seniors 65 and body's meridians ( energy path­
over at the Wendell senior center, ways). 
Saturday, April 14th from 9:00 These therapies facilitate the 
am. to noon. body's own ability to heal. Please 

Elaine Reardon will offer weai· loose comfortable clothing. 
polai'ity therapy - working with To sign up, call Shelley Hines at 
the body's electro-magnetic field, 978-544-3082. 
gentle touch helps to restore bal- This is on a first call, first 
ance and energy flow. se1ved basis, since sessions ai·e 

Lo11 Mai·s will offer cranio- limited. 
sacral therapy - involving the use 
of light touch to balance the cen­
tral ne1vous system, this subtle 
body work can be profound. 

Shelley Hines will offer 
Shiatsu - similai· to acupuncture, 
but without needles, this tender 

LIVE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES - April 2nd to 6th 
MONTAGUE? 

GILL-MONTAGUE - Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am. to 2:00 
p.m. Congregate meals are 
served Tuesday through 
Thursday at noon. Meal reser­
vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 :00 a.m. Keny 
Togneri is the meal site manag­
er. Cotmcil on Aging director is 
Roberta Potter. All fitness 
classes are supported by a 
grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. 
Voluntary donations are 
accepted. For information, 
meal rese1vations, or to sign up 
for programs, call 413-863-
9357. Messages can be left on 
our machine if the center is not 
open. 

Monday, April 2nd 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday, April 3rd 
10:30 a.m. Seated Health 
Program 
12:45 pm. COA Meeting 
1 :00 p.m. RAD Class 
Wednesday, April 4th 
10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday, April 5th 
NO Tai Chi 
10:30 a.m Brown Bag 
1 :00 p.m. Pitch 
Friday, April 6th 

10:00 a.m. Aerobics 
10:45 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 :00 p.m. Writing Group 

ERVING Senior Center, 1 
Care Drive, Ervingside, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
activities and congregate 
meals. For Center and program 
information, call Polly Kiely, 
Senior Center Director, at 413-
423-3649. Lunch is daily at 
11 :30 am., with rese1vations 
required 24 hours in advance. 
Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at 413-423-
3308, for meal information and 
reservations. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 
Please call the Senior Center to 
confirm activities, schedule a 
ride and to find out when the 
next blood pressure clinic will 
be held. 

The Eiving Council on Aging 
will host a conflict-resolution 
workshop. The classes will be 
led by Mediator and Trainer, 
Mari Rovang and will occur 
for four consecutive Tuesday 
afternoons in April from 3:30 
until 5 p.m. Call Polly for more 
information or to register. 

Monday, April 2nd 
9:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
10:00 a.m.Osteo Excerise 

12:00 Pitch 
Tuesday, April 3rd 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10:15 a.m. Senior Business 
Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday, April 4th 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing/Zumba 
10:00 a.m. Blood Pressure 
Clinic 
12:00 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday, April 5th 
8: 15 a.m. Foot Clinic 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10:00 a.m. Poshll'e Perfect 
11:00 a.m. Brown Bag 
12:30 p.m. Open Sh1dio 
Friday, April 6th 
9:00 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT Senior Activities 
• Take-It-Easy (Chair) Yoga -
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $4.00 (first 
class free). 
• Senior Lunch - Fridays, 
12:00 p.m. Call 413-367-2694 
by Wednesday for a rese1va­
tion. 
For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at 413-548-
1022, ext. 5, or at coa@lev­
erett.ma.us. 

WENDELL Senior Center is 
at 2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, 978-544-6760, 
for hours and upcoming pro­
grams. Call the Center for a 
ride. 

www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business llslings 

011 At·e11ue A/or o,•er JO years 

If we don't carry your favorite brand, 
we'll order it for you! 

Open Mon-Thurs 10am·10pm 
Fri &Sat 10arn-11pm • Sun Nooo-7pm 

59 Avenue A• Tm·net's Falls 
863-9900 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Therm·o Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 



April5,2012 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Moon Coffeehouse. 

ocal Briefs 

The coffeehouse is located in 
old Town Hall at the center of 
Wendell, and offers a unique 
opportunity for music, fun and 
dance and always in suppo1t of a 
good cause. This month the non-
profit Montague Repo1ter is the 
beneficiaiy, so y'all come out to 
enjoy the Valley's only Desse1t­
o-Rama in an affordable family­
friendly venue on Saturday, 
April 14th. Open rnic, pa1t of the 
evening, begins at 7:30 p.m. 

COMPILED BY DON 
CLEGG - The Greenfield 
Dharma House will host a ben­
efit party at the Rendezvous, 78 
3rd Street, in Turners Falls on 
Sunday, April 15th, to raise 
awareness and funds to help 
build a more diverse and inclu­
sive community. The evening 
will feature the band of Dha1ma 
House co-founder Katie Sachs, 
and end with a dance party fea­
turing DJ Loren Halman. 
Donations are welcomed. 
Nobody will be turned away. 

Dawn Marvin Ward, nature 
educator, will provide a unique, 
hands-on program for children, 
Grade 3 and younger, and their 
families, to appeal to their inter­
est in nature. Birds, Beasts and 
Bugs will be held on Saturdays, 
April 14, 21 and 28, at the 
Leverett Public Libra1y, 85 
Montague Road, from 10:30 
am.to 11 :30 am. 

Put on your spring bonnet or 
spring ball cap and come on 
down to Greenfield Savings 
Bank at 282 Avenue A in 
Turners Falls on Friday, April 
6th from 3-5 p.m. Your child 
will leave with a beautiful 

M. DENISE WALLENIUS PHOTO 

glossy portrait generously pro­
vided by Chad Champoux, a 
local professional photographer, 
and Greenfield Savings Bank. 
Dancing in between the flowers 
will be the Easter Bunny, reser­
vations are required in order to 
allow for time and will be taken 
on a first call, first serve basis at 
413-863-4316. Happy Spring to 
all! 

At 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 14th, two buses will be 
leaving the thriving metropolis 
of Wendell, heading for the 
noon No Nukes rally on the 
Brattleboro town common, in 
support of the state of Vermont's 
effort to shut down Ve1mont 
Yankee. There is still room on 
one bus, at $10 a seat, so book 
yourself a round trip ticket today 
by calling Susan at 978-544-
3758. 

Polish up your dancing shoes 
and bring a friend out for an 
evening of delightfully accessi­
ble rock and roll. Longtime 
Valley favorites, the Ray 
Mason Band offers a reliably 
chaiming take on life and music, 
with clever wordplay and funky 
rhythm at the Wendell Full 

The Winterberry Farm 
lambs will be pleased to demon­
strate frolicking on Easter after­
noon, April 8th, from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. at the fa1m. Young 
angora bunnies, chicks and 
ducklings will also greet visi­
tors. The fa1m is located at 21 
Teawaddle Hill Road in 
Leverett. Adult sheep, goats, 
ducks, geese and chickens will 
also be roaming around the 
fa1m. No fee is charged, but 
contributions for Right Sharing 
of World Resources will be 
gratefully accepted. 

The Athol Bird & Nature 
Club's gift to the town of Athol 
in celebration of its 250th 
anniversa1y, is a program on the 
The Quest for the Eastern 
Cougar on Thursday, April 
12th, at 7:30 p.m. in Athol town 
hall, 584 Main Street. The pro­
gram features author Robert 
Tougias, who explores how offi­
cially extinct cougars can be 
sighted in southern New 
England. 

Montague Congregational 
Church,4 North Street, will hold 
a fundraising pancake breakfast 
to benefit Relay for Life on 
Stmday, April 15th, from 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 am. Enjoy a 
breakfast featuring three kinds 
of pancakes, homemade break­
fast sausage patties, assorted 
beverages. 

The monthly Great Falls 
Coffeehouse Series features the 
Amandla Chorus performing 
songs that celebrate our natural 
world, snuggles for justice, rites 
of passage, and the strength of 

Leo Parent and Bob Wallenius caught some rays while reading 
the Montague Repomr in Vieques, P.R. last month. If you go 

someplace special and send us a photo of yourself reading the 
&porter, we'll put you in Local Briefs, too. 

- commtmity. Amandla's songs 
ai·e both musingly joyful and 
deeply meditative. The conceit 
will be held in the Great Hall of 
the Discove1y Center, 2 Avenue 
A, in Turners on Friday, April 
13th, with doors open at 6:30 
pm. The concert begins at 7:00. 

So, bring along the paper while you get a suntan in Tahiti, and 
make the rest of our readers turn red with envy! Send local briefs to: reporter­

local@montaguema.net. 
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unnv Park lmprnements Break Ground on Monday 
BY DAVID DETMOLD 
TURNERS FALLS - The 
Montague pai·ks and recreation 
depaitment annotmced with great 
fanfai·e this week that the long 
awaited grotmdbreaking for phase 
I of the Unity Pai·k improvement 
project will begin on Monday, 
April 9th. 

Phase I improvements will 
include a new playground, refur­
bished landscaping, and repaved 
pai·king near the field house, 
which will once again be the yeai·­
round home for the paiks and 
recreation depaitment. 

However, pa1ks and recreation 
director Jon Dobosz wants resi­
dents to be awai·e that consn11c­
tion at the pai·k will be ongoing 
through June 30th, so pai·k users 
should expect some disruption to 
their normal activities over the 
next three months. 

Dobosz said, "We anticipate 
some ai·eas of the park being inac-

cessible at certain portions of this 
phase. We ask for your patience 
dtumg consnuction. Keep track of 
our progress on the Montague 
parks and recreation Facebook 
page. We will be posting consnuc­
tion pictures on a regulai· basis. 
We look fo1wai·d to delivering a 
new and improved Unity Park to 
the commmlity!" 

Dobosz said it's tough to tell 
exactly when and which paits of 
the pai·k will be closed dtumg 
consn11ction. The parking at the 
fieldhouse side of the park may be 
closed staiting Monday, but there 
should still be plenty of room to 
pai·k along 2nd Sn·eet and at the 
basketball end of the park. The 
new playground equipment will 
only ai11ve in some weeks, so the 
existing play snuctures will 
remain for a while longer. 

Residents may call pai·ks and 
recreation at 413-863-3216 for 
updates. 

MONI'AGUE 
ENERGY conlER 

Solarize Montague 

BY SALLY PICK - It was still 
just an idea, but when the 
Montague energy committee 
posted an on-line survey to gauge 
community interest in low-cost 
solar elecn'ic systems, the com­
munity responded: 'Go for it!' 

In just a few weeks, over two 
hundred Montague residents took 
the survey, and 222 of them 
expressed interest in finding out 
more about reduced pricing to 
buy solai· electric (also called 
photovoltaic or PV) systems for 
their homes and businesses. Of 
them, 198 residents said that if the 
te1ms were favorable, they would 
install PV systems. As of this 
p1mting, 177 were willing to con­
sider installing systems in a yeai·. 

One resident said, "This is just 
what I've been looking for!" 

With this level of suppo1t, the 
town of Montague, together with 
energy committee vohmteers, 
applied on Mai·ch 21st for a pro­
gram called Solarize 
Massachusetts, that would allow 
residents and businesses to install 
discounted PV systems. 

The Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center (MassCEC), 

which runs the Solarize Mass 
program, should let town officials 
know by eai·ly Ap1u if Montague 
has been chosen to be one of the 
ten towns across the state chosen 
to paiticipate. If so, participants in 
Montague will have tmtil August 
31st of this yeai· to sign up for 
more affordable PV through the 
Solai'ize program 

If Montague is selected, 
MassCEC will work with the 
town and the Solai'ize voltmteer 
core team to help the town decide 
on a single solai· installer that will 
offer an initial discmmt below the 
standard PV cost. Based on last 
yeai·'s pilot program, the installer 
would also offer additional dis­
cmmts as the total amount of con­
n-acted PV systems in the town 
reaches certain levels, or tiers, 
dropping the price for installed 
systems even more for all paitici­
pants. 

The base cost of the PV sys­
tems would be reduced through 
the power of bulk purchasing and 
because the town Solai'ize volun­
teers mai·ket the program for the 
installer. Because the p11ce would 
continue to drop as the total PV 
conn·acted under the Sola112e pro-

see SOLAR pg 14 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $8.00 / WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe Equinox Traverse Vans 

Ron Sicard 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774·5746 

Local G?.EENF/ELO 
\'t,\\~t.\\~ CO~PERATIVE EXCHAfiG 

~°""" ;1..,,fil:> Farmer-Owned 
Shop with your neighbors 
Support local agriculture 

Products for your animals, 
home, farm, garden & yard 

269 High St. Greenfield (413)773-9639 

t? PrTr;R UJATr;RS -, 
HOUSE PAINTING 
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1N GOO,D COMPANY 

SKILLED, INTENTIONAL COMPANIONSHIP 

FOR ELDERS ANO OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413·834·7569 
HOSPICE TRAINED. CPR CERTIFIED 

Good Dirt r otte,:y 
StUJdio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1 ,-}67-01,, 

www.gooddirtpotter~.com 
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Community YoQ:a 
& WELLNESS CENTYR 

beginners welcome 

413-774-4700 

change 
your body 

change 
your mind 

change 
your life 

www.Community-Yoga.com 
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Are We Getting the 
Truth about Afghanistan? 
BY DANA LIEBELSON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - When 
Lt. Colonel Daniel L. Davis 
returned from his second tour in 
Afghanistan, he knew that what 
he'd witnessed firsthand didn't 
match the rosy progress repo1ts 
top inilitaiy officials were giving 
Congress. 

What Davis decided to do 
next could be called courageous 
or, perhaps, idealistic. The 17-
year Almy veteran put his career 
at risk by speaking out for what 
he felt was right - he publicly 
called out his superior officers on 
their assessments of the war. 

Specifically, Davis alleged 
that top commanders had inisled 
Congress and the public. He 
briefed four members of 
Congress on his version of 
events and sent reports he 
authored, one tmclassified and 
the other classified, to the 
Depa1tment of Defense 
Inspector General. 

Then, he took the extraordi­
naiy step of bringing his story to 
light. He did an inte1view with 
The New York Times and 
authored an op-ed for the Aimed 
Forces Journal. His tmclassified 
report was linked to by both 
Rolling Stone and the Times. 

With all of this national cov­
erage of Davis' report, which 
alleged that senior militaiy offi­
cials have lied to Congress about 
conditions on the grotmd, you 
would think that Congress would 
be jumping at the oppo1tunity to 
hold hearings. At least six mem­
bers of Congress have come for­
ward publicly suppo1ting Davis, 
but no hearings have been sched­
uled. 

It's incredible that Congress 
has virtually ignored Davis' alle­
gations that Congress has been 
misled. You inight expect that 
the Foreign Affairs, Aimed 
Se1vices, or Intelligence 
Cominittees would jump at the 
chance to hold hearings on 
Afghanistan and ask Davis to 
testify. But you'd be wrong. 

Why should we listen to 
Davis? He's a soft-spoken, unas­
stllling soldier who was 
described in one evaluation as 
someone whose "devotion to 
inission accomplishment 1s 

tmmatched by his peers." Davis 
also made the point that he is no 
"WlkiLeaks Guy pait II" - he 
has made a conceited effort to 
protect classified information. 

"Entering this [ most recent] 
deployment, I was sincerely hop­
ing to leain that the claims were 
true: that conditions in 
Afghanistan were improving, 
that the local government and 
military were progressing 
towards self-sufficiency," Davis 
wrote in his op-ed. "Instead, I 
witnessed the absence of success 
on eveiy level" 

In Davis' 84-page tmclassi­
fied report, he outlined the inis­
conduct he perceived among 
senior officials in Afghanistan 
after inte1viewing a repo1ted 250 
soldiers - from low-ranking 19-
year-old privates to division 
commanders. He alleged that the 
March 2011 congressional testi­
mony by Genei·al David Petraeus 
on the surge in Afghanistan 
ranged from "inisleading" to 
"completely inaccurate." 
Petraeus is now the director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Additionally, according to 
Davis, the "inaccurate assigning 
of the reason for the 2007 Iraq 
surge's success had profotmd 
implications for our cmTent wai· 
in Afghanistan and doubly so for 
the surge forces ordered by the 
President in late 2009." One sen­
ior grotmd commander who led 
much of the U.S. fight in Allbai· 
province told Davis that "75 to 
80 percent of the credit" for the 
success in Iraq's surge lay else­
where. 

A bipaitisan group of repre­
sentatives sent a letter on 
Febma1y 14th urging House 
Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) 
and House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) to hold 
hearings on Davis' allegations 
because they ai·e suppo1ted by 
the 2011 National Intelligence 
Estimate (NIE) on Afghanistan. 
The 2011 NIE has not yet been 
declassified, but two members of 
Congress sent a letter to 
President Obama in Febmaiy 
asking that he declassify it. 

According to The New 
Yorker, which also called for the 
document's declassification: 
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"I'm proud of my people. They've 
been out in the street longer 
than any other nation in the 

Arab Spring." 
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Target practice resumes in two hours. 
"[The NIE] is said to raise 

doubts about the authenticity 
and durability of the gains the 
inilita1y commanders believe 
they have made since Obama's 
troop surge began in 2009. The 
findings also raise questions 
about the adininistration's strate­
gy for leaving behind a stable 
Afghanistan." 

The lawmakers' letter is on 
target. If taxpayers ai·e to get a 
foll picture of what's happening 
on the grotmd, Obama needs to 
declassify the National 
Intelligence Estimate. 
Additionally, whistleblowers 
like Davis shouldn't be dis­
inissed once the media fanfai·e 
has died down. His allegations 
should be seifously considered 
in congressional hearings. With 
the cost of the Afghanistan Wai· 
climbing far past the Obama 
adininistration's estimate, the 
public dese1ves to heai· the tmth, 
the whole tmth, and nothing but. 

Dana Liebe/son is the Beth 
Daley Impact Fellow at the 
Project on Government 
Oversight. This article appeared 
in Other Words 
(OtherWords.org). 

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LETTERSI 

58 4th St Turners" 01376 
reporter@montaguema.net 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Rally to Support Vermont 
On Saturday, April 14th, from 

noon to 2:00 pm., residents from 
throughout our tri-state region of 
Ve1mont, Massachusetts, and 
New Hampshire are being urged 
to attend a public rally on the 
town common in Brattleboro, VT, 
to voice our suppo1t for the e:ffo1ts 
of Ve1monters and their elected 
representatives to close and 
decominission the Ve1mont 
Yankee nuclear reactor. Ve1mont 
Yankee's original 40-year operat­
ing license expired on March 
21st, and the state ofVe1mont has 
voted not to let the reactor contin­
ue operating beyond that date. 
Ve1mont Yankee's corporate 
owner, Entergy, is suing the state 
in federal comt to keep the reac­
tor running for 20 more yeai·s. 

At the rally, the keynote speak­
er will be Vermont's U.S. Senator 
Bernie Sanders. Also speaking 
will be Ve1mont's Attorney 
General William Sonell, as well 
as other key elected officials who 
have helped to make Ve1mont the 
first state in the cotmtly to exer­
cise legal authority, on behalf of 
its people, to reject a license 
extension for a nucleai· reactor 

within its borders. 
The rally will also feature live 

music by "Fenibo," the popttlai· 
12-piece "afro-beat" ensemble. 
(For more info1mation about the 
rally, go to www.safeandgreen­
campaign.org.) 

This is a ve1y important event. 
Vermont's leaders need to know 
that the people of the state and 
region stand behind them. This 
is our chance to show them, in 
person, that we appreciate all 
they're doing to resist the machi­
nations of the mttlti-billion-dollai· 
Entergy Corporation, Ve1mont 
Yankee's Louisiana-based owner, 
to tmde1mine the democratically 
expressed will of Vermonters and 
their government in order to con­
tinue operating their aged, 
embrittled, leaking, accident­
plagued reactor on the banks of 
our precious Connecticut River. 

Please join us on the 
Brattleboro Common on April 
14th! Alld please bring as many 
fainily members, neighbors, and 
friends as possible. 

Thank you. 

<-

-Randy Kehler 
Colrain 

ukushima 
HUTOOWN 
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Among the more than 50 area residents 111ho turned out for a caucus of 
Western Massachusetts affinity groups for the SAGE Alliance on March 

31st at the French King Restaurant were Joanna Frankel (l-r), Louis 
Batta/en, (an unknown activist), Sal!J Shaw and Garret Schenck. 
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BY JOSEPH A PARZYCH 
GILL - Mae Lambe1t Szulborski 
is celebrating her 101st bi.ithday 
on Friday, April 6th at the Poet's 
Seat Nursing Home. Volunteer 

JOSEPH A. PARZ,:f,/PHOTO 

Mae Lambert S zulborski 

Gladys Lyman called to invite me 
to speak on Tuesday in anticipa­
tion of Mae's bi.ithday. 

Lyman had been reading to the 
nursing home residents from my 
memofr, Jep's Place, and at the 
last session, by coincidence, Mae 
Lambe1t came rolling in just as 
she finished reading a section 
about Mae in my book. Mae had 
not been coming to the reading 
hour so it was a stuprise for her to 
hear her name was being men­
tioned. 

Prior to addressing the group 
on Tuesday, the dfrector of activ­
ities, Zenaida, asked me to wait 

in another room until everyone 
was assembled so it would be a 
stuprise to have me walk in. 

Mae recognized me immedi­
ately and held my hand as we sat 
side by side. It was nice to see a 
friend from the days when the 
roads were not yet paved and kids 
walked to a one room school that 
had no running water. Mae is a bit 
older than I am, but that didn't 
keep me from having a boyhood 
cmsh on her. And I still have a 
waim spot in my heait for her. 
She was friendly and had an 
infectious laugh, as she still does. 

Eve1yone always liked Mae, 
except for one old skinflint who 
yelled at her when she 
approached him while collecting 
money after my father had a heait 
attack when our barn burned 
down. 

Mae immediately recognized 
the faimhouse on the cover of 
Jep's Place. "That house was 
across a field from where I grew 
up," Mae said. 

I worked for Mae's father on 
thefr faim during the stlffiffier and 
after school milking his cows. 
One day Mae came out to the 
barn to tell me that one of my 
favorite sisters, Ernaline, had 
called to say she was back from 
Colorado and would soon be at 
our faim for a sho1t visit. I had 
finished milking and thrown hay 
down from the hay loft to feed 
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the cows. When I hunied to dis­
tribute the hay, Mae said, "Go 
along; I'll finish feeding the 
cows." 

She was still dressed in nice 
clothes from her job at Rist 
Insurance, but she took over 
feeding cows the hay, just the 
same. I never forgot her kindness. 

Mae bought a nice new Model 
A Ford coupe. It was tan with a 
windshield tinted light brown. 
She had the car all dolled up with 
mud flaps, and a chrome grille. 
The holes in the grille were too 
big to keep bugs out, but it gave 
the car a classy look. A quail dec­
orated the radiator cap. I guess 
that was because Model Ns made 
a sotmd similai· to a flushed quail 
fluttering away. 

Mae's father, Fred, was a great 
guy. When I went to Motmt 
He1mon School, I rode with him 
part way to wait at a gas station 
for a Mount Hermon employee to 
pick me up. Mr. Lambe1t never 
charged me. One morning, an ice 
st01m kept his Packard from 

EXCAVATING 
Fencing -Patios -Walks • 

Walls Installed -Tree Work 
Loam • Compost -Mulch 

Stump Grinding & 
Septic Systems Installed 

84 Years of Combined Experience 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 

413-863-3652 
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& MORE LETTERS 

Praise for Ferry Meadow Farm 
I've really been enjoying the 

work of serialized fiction "Feny 
Meadow Farm" by Eloise 
Michael that has been nmning in 
the Montague Reporter for the 
past several months. Thank you 
for printing local fiction in the 
old-school newspaper style. 

Eve1y week, when the paper 
affives at my house, the next 
installment is the first thing I 
read before flipping through the 
rest of the news. The story com­
bines dystopian futuristic sci-fi, 
suspense, romance and econom­
ic activism. 

The idea of having a body 
double that allows you to be 
awake and well-rested 24 hours 
per day explores an alluring fan­
tasy for today's pressure-cooker 
go-go-go world. When it's all 
done, I wonder if the author 
could make the entire sto1y 
available for late comers to 
check out. 

I look fo1ward to seeing how 
Michael will tie it all up! 

-Shira Hillel 
Greenfield 

Looks Forward to Every Issue 
I have been a subscriber for 

several years although I am not a 
citizen of the towns represented 
by your paper. 

The Montague Reporter cov­
ers so many important issues of 
our area in depth, and with 
tmderstanding. 

Your writers and reporters 
serve a real need for our area 

making a steep hill. He sent me 
back to his faim to get his Ford 
9N faim tractor to pull his car up 
the hill. He told me to have his 
wife call riders to let them know 
he'd be late. I could only think 
about driving his tractor and for­
got all about the call. 

"You've got a mind like a tom 
cat," Lambe1t said in disgust. I 

towns and offer a clear perspec­
tive of cmTent affai.i's and topics 
that are never covered anywhere 
else. 

I look fo1ward to the next 
issue every week. 

-Helen Gorzocoski 
Northfield 

never forgot that, either. 
I don't know how Mae made it 

to work that day over the ice cov­
ered roads, but Model A Fords 
were agile tmder any road condi­
tion. There was a saying that a 
Model A could climb a tree if you 
put chains on it, which wasn't fai· 
from the tmth. 

Happy bi.ithday, Mae! 

We've Gone Off the 
Ralls Safe! 

lK PowerTown 
Apartments ~E 5 BANK ROW (RT 5&10) 

GREENFIELD, MA 
413- 772- 1968 152AvenueA 

PO Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the comer of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 
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MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph: (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 GilL MA 01354 

fr) 1.' I ' 

,, I 

re 

I 

I 

,' 
4 OLC SOUTH STREET 
DOWNTOWN 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 
413 - 584 - 9868 

2 LOCATIONS • USED & DISCOUNT BOOKS 
OPEN DAILY • RAVENUSEDBOOKS.COM 

ontague 

BOC!~!! ~!-L 
413-367-9206 

elfJf 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SElECTBOARD 

Wendell Signs Seaboard Solar Contract 
BY JONATHAN 28th meeting, still essen-
von RANSON tially allowed Seaboard to 
WENDELL - At a special control all ten megawatts, 
meeting on Wednesday, although the company 
April 4th, the Wendell only has leases in place 
selecboard voted 2-1 to for enough surface to 
sign a contract with install 6.679 megawatts 
Seaboard Solar, of worth of solar panels. 
Danbmy, CT which will Under the wording, any 
allow Wendell to enjoy smaller-size project 
financial benefits of host- would hinge entirely on 
ing solar photovoltaic Seaboard's ability to find 
a1nys that will likely be other sponsors for the 
located outside town bor- extra 3.3 MW the town 
ders, in an area to the east was thinking of retaining. 
of Wendell where demand As energy committee 
is higher. chair Nan Riebschlaeger 

The arrangement is observed, "It didn't give 
made possible by the them any incentive to 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s (relinquish the credits)." 
Department of Public The revised contract 
Utilities' municipal net did specify that if the 
metering program. project isn't up and run-

On March 28th, the ning by a date certain, 
Wendell energy commit- Seaboard will sta1t to pay 
tee had continued to Wendell. (That perfo1m­
engage the selectboard on ance date was entered as 
what they perceived as March 20th, 2013, but 
flaws and shortcomings in Seaboard's principal, 
two separate drafts of the Dave Thomas, asked the 
time-pressured solar ener- selectboard if it could be 
gy contract. moved fo1ward to the fol-

The board had initially lowing December 20th.) 
bypassed the energy com- The draft did contain an 
Inittee while considering indexed payment figure 
the deal, for which for the net metering cred­
Wendell would receive its, so what Wendell 
$40,000 - 60,000 a year receives from that 
for no visible investment. accotmting catego1y will 

The energy committee follow the price of elec­
had pointed out that the tricity. 
contract proinised flat net The proposal is pa1t of 
metering credits to the a "scramble," as Thomas 
town for the electricity to put it, among entrepre­
be generated, and suggest- neurs and developers to 
ed these credits be capitalize on the state's 
indexed to the cost of new alternative energy 
power, which will pre- incentives and quotas, 
Stllllably rise. based on renewable ener-

Energy committee gy credits assigned to 
members also discovered municipalities. At the 
that the draft included no meeting, Thomas repeat­
performance date by edly stressed the need for 
which Wendell would huny, explaining that the 
begin to see benefits. assignments are liinited 
Finally, the committee and go to those who get 
recommended the town their projects up and nm­
hold onto 3.3 megawatts ning first. He added that 
of the town's maximum the whole program may 
allotted ten megawatts of be extended, in which 

Seaboard for a separate 
solar project on his own 
land, attended the meeting 
and warned, "He 
(Thomas) was the first to 
come with his offer. It'd 
be a good idea to check 
with others. They, maybe, 
have a better offer." 

Arsenault said he had 
broken off his own negoti­
ations with Thomas after 
finding a better offer. 

Only two members of 
the selectboard, Heard 
and Jeoffrey Pooser, were 
present on the 28th. Dan 
Keller was absent, but had 
left a letter praising 
Thomas' cooperation and 
urging that the Seaboard 
contract be signed, in full, 
at the special meeting on 
April 4th. Heard also said 
at one point her "inclina­
tion is to do the whole 10 
(MW)." Pooser, too, said 
he was inclined to assign 
Seaboard the whole 10 
MW. 

But Pooser evenhrally 
voted against the contract, 
dissatisfied with the pro­
cedure by which the three 
extra credit megawatts 
would be assigned 
through Seaboard .. 

Following 
Wednesday's vote, Keller 
said, "The selectboard felt 
there were plenty of 
opportunities for other 
companies to get involved 
at other levels without 
interfering with this 
opportunity with 
Seaboard Solar." 

In other matters, the 
selectboard discussed the 
idea of putting an a1ticle 
about the Community 
Prese1vation Act on the 
wanant of the annual 
town meeting. The CPA 
would have to also be rat­
ified by a townwide refer­
endtllll vote, but, "It's bet­
ter to do it at town meet­
ing first," Heard said. "It 
allows discussion." 

state energy credits, for case the apparent rush However the grassroots 
use in other possible ener- will have been tmneces- committee of local citi­
gy projects, seeing them sary. 
as a hidden value in the Dave Arsenault, a 
transaction. Wendell Depot Road resi-

But a second draft, dent who had been in 
reh1rned for the March negotiations with 

zens working to advance 
the CPA proposal in 
Wendell, meeting else­
where the same night, 
see WENDELL pg 13 

NOTES FROM THE lEVERITT SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

School Choice Debate Continues 
BY DAVID DETMOLD -
Farshid Hajir, chair of the 
Leverett school committee, 
gave an overview of high­
lights from Monday, April 
2nd in a phone interview 
following that meeting. 

Hajir said the main topic 
at that meeting was a dis­
cussion on the merits of 
continuing the Leverett 
Elementa1y School's 
school choice program. 

Leverett Elementa1y 
allows a quota of school 
choice sh1dents from sur­
rotmding towns and dis­
tricts to fill any seats left 
open by Leverett sh1dents, 
to a combined maximtllll of 
15 students in K-3 class­
rooms, or 18 in grades 4-6. 

At the present time, 
Leverett Elementary has 22 
school choice sh1dents out 
of a total population of 14 7. 
Five school choice shldents 
will be graduating from the 
sixth grade this year; next 
year, when the double fifth 
grade reaches gradtiating 
age, ten more school choice 
shldents will be in the grad­
tutting class. 

Each school choice stu­
dent brings $5,000 in state 
aid with them from the 
sending school district. 
Leverett has used the state 
aid that attaches to school 
choice sh1dents as a kind of 
revolving ftmd to supple­
ment program needs in the 
Iniddle of fiscal years, and 
to offset increases in the 
school's annual operating 
budgets. 

But over the last two 
years, the school cominit­
tee has engaged in a lively 
debate about the moral 
dimension of accepting 
school choice shldents; 
with school committee 
member Kip Fonsh com­
paring school choice fimds 
to an addictive diug that 
should be shunned. 

On Monday, Hajir said, 
"Kip Fonsh made his usual 
very strong argtllllents 
against school choice. In 
particular, the same argu­
ment we make against 
cha1ter schools taking 
money away from our dis­
trict applies with school 

choice [taking money away 
from neighboring districts], 
just the amounts are differ­
ent." 

The topic was raised 
when principal Ann Ross 
notified the school cominit­
tee of five open seats, with 
six potential school choice 
applicants for them, in next 
year's incoming class of 
ten Leverett kindergaitners. 

The school committee 
voted three in favor of 
opening five kindergarten 
seats to school choice 
(Hajir, Pam Stone, and 
Dawn Sacks) to one against 
(Fonsh), with one absten­
tion (Sarah Dolven). 

However, the cominittee 
will vote again on the issue 
at their May meeting, when 
a decision will be taken as 
to whether Leverett 
Elementa1y will remain 
open to school choice shl­
dents in general. Hajir said 
he hopes to continue a dia­
logue with the selectboard 
prior to this meeting, to 
dete1mine if a consensus 
can be reached on this issue 
to inform the school com­
Inittee 's debate. 

Hajir stressed that even 
if the cominittee were to 
decide not to allow fomre 
school choice shldents to 
enter LES, such a decision 
would not affect the school 
choice shldents cmTently 
enrolled there. 

He noted that some 
school committee mem­
bers saw school choice as a 
positive thing for the 
school cominittee for rea­
sons other than financial 
ones. "School choice kids 
enrich our school by 
increasing the ntllllber of 
kids and the diversity of 
kids we have." 

Hajir said he had been 
on the fence in Monday's 
vote, but chose to support 
opening the kindergarten 
seats to school choice 
because the cominittee and 
the selectboard had not had 
time to prepare, on a policy 
or budgetary level, for the 
loss of school choice fimds 
that would result from a 
negative vote. 

"The vote was a lot dos-

er than it appeared," said 
Hajir. "We wanted to send a 
message to the selectboard 
and the town that we may 
wish to move away from 
school choice." 

Pam Stone is complet­
ing her three year te1m on 
the school cominittee this 
month. Hajir urged interest­
ed residents who Inight be 
willing to serve on the 
school cominittee to come 
to a candidate's night at the 
Leverett town hall at 7:00 
p m. on Tuesday, April 
24th, or simply raise their 
hand at the annual town 
meeting on April 28th, 
when noininations are 
called for. 

Hajir said, ''The other 
big news from the meeting 
is that we now have Pre-K, 
kindergarten and first grade 
teachers all retiring by the 
stlllliller. We will be con­
ducting searches for the 
entire early grade teaching 
staff. These teachers have 
been in our school for 
decades. Given the size of 
our school, this is an his­
toric shift; we hope to hire 
faculty who will be here for 
decades." 

On Monday, the com­
Inittee tmanimously 
endorsed a new hiring poli­
cy and protocols, which 
give more power to the 
principal in fohrre hiring 
decisions. In the past, the 
principal had forwarded the 
top candidates for a posi­
tion to the superintendent 
for a final decision. Under 
the new policy, which was 
di·afted with input from 
adininistrators, Hajir said 
the principal will forward 
only the top pick from the 
search cominittee for the 
superintendent's review 
and approval. 

"In Leverett, communi­
ty participation in hiring 
teachers is valued, and I 
think we've instih1ted poli­
cy and protocols that will 
honor that," Hajir said. 

The search committee 
for new teachers will 
include Ross, two teachers, 
and two parents. Interested 
parents should contact the 
principal's office. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD Austerity Budget or Mutual Aid? 
Plenty of Interest in Fonner Senior Center SWIFT RIVER SCHOOL ASSESSMENT AT ISSUE 

BY DAVID DETMOLD The 
toss up over who gets to move 
into the former home of the 
Erving senior center got a new 
contestant this week, when 
Roseann Ma1toccia, executive 
director of the Franklin County 
Home Care Corporation, 
dropped by Erving to inspect 
the space. 

Ma1toccia is looking to find 
a more central location to 
install propane ovens, sinks, 
coolers and refrigerators to heat 
meals prior to delivery for 
FCHCC's Meals on Wheels 
program. Orange, where 
FCHCC currently heats up the 
precooked meals, is too far to 
the east to conveniently serve 
all the clients of that popular 
program, Martoccia told town 
administrator Tom Sharp this 
week. 

But the first floor of the for­
mer elementary school on 
Pleasant Street in Ervingside, 
which the Erving senior center 
vacated in December when they 
moved to their new 1750-
square-foot quarters off of 
No1thfield Road, has more than 
one party interested in moving 
in. 

The Erving Library, jammed 
into a small cinderblock build­
ing next door on Moore Street, 
is seeking funding from the 
Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners to ren­
ovate the first floor of the old 
elementary school to tum it into 
an inviting space for a new, 
expanded public library. 

The town recreation depart­
ment and the town emergency 
planning depa1tment have both 
expressed interest in occupying 
the space, in a bid to get out of 
their cramped closets in the 
basement of town hall. 

But on Monday, selectboard 
chair Andrew Goodwin told the 
recreation commission, with 
emergency management direc­
tor Luke Hartnett also present, 
"I'm in favor of not having the 
town own that building. There 
is a lot of history in that build­
ing. But we just built a brand 
new senior center. We're rent­
ing the top floor to Union 28. 
But it's another building to 
maintain." 

Nonetheless, Goodwin pro­
posed holding a hearing to get 

residents' and town depart­
ments' ideas on what should be 
done with the old elementary 
school building. 

After Goodwin thanked the 
recreation commission for stop­
ping by, commission member 
Shawn Johnson quipped, 
"We'll be in our closet if you 
need us." 

Erving Entertainment Center 
owner Erik Semb asked the 
board to consider waiving the 
building pennit fee when he 
and his dad, Ralph Semb, put 
up a new convenience and 
package store, anchored by a 
Subway and a Dunkin Donuts, 
at the site of the former 
Countree Living Restaurant, 
across Semb Drive from the 
bowling alley. The younger 
Semb noted that their current 
establishment pays thousands 
in property taxes and con­
tributes through lottery sales to 
town revenues as well. 

The board expressed sympa­
thy with Semb's request, and 
asked him to put it in writing. 

Erving is seeking special 
legislation to allow a third 
package store license in town, 
since the two ah-eady allocated 
to Erving are ah-eady taken by 
the Pocket Saver in Erving 
Center and the Franklin 
Grocery in Ervingside. 

The Crooked Tap 
The board signed an all alco­

hol license for the soon to be 
opened Crooked Tap, on Route 
2 at the corner of North 
Street,in Erving Center. 

Simone Cristofori, co-owner 
of the Crooked Tap with her 
husband, Michael Driscoll, said 
this week the couple hopes to 
get their new business up and 
mnning by the end of May, 
though that date may get 
pushed back by a few weeks. 

"It's going to be a casual 
atmosphere, with an emphasis 
on comfort food," said 
Cristofori. 

The Crooked Tap will serve 
from 11 :00 a.m. to 8:00 or 9:00 
p.m., with sandwiches, soup, 
salads, and blackboard specials 
complemented by more than a 
half dozen brews on tap, wine, 
and the occasional Bloody 
Mary special, Crisotofori said. 

Relatives work at the 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 

Berkshire Brewing Company, 
so look to see BBC among the 
feahrred beers on tap. 

Spotting events will be on 
TV for customers to enjoy in a 
"comfy atmosphere," Cristofori 
added. 

The couple moved to Erving 
recently from Northampton, 
and live above the commerical 
space, handsomely renovated 
by Jeff Dubay 

Department Reorganization 
Moving forward with the 

reorganization of town depart­
ments and employees, 
Goodwin told the recreation 
commission he would like to 

see ERVING pg 14 

JONATHAN VON RANSON 
WENDELL - New Salem, the 
town with which Wendell shares 
the Swift River Elementa1y 
School, faces a fiscal squeeze 
between unusual rising costs and 
Proposition 2½ taxation limits, 
with little perceived possibility of 
passing an ovenide of 
Proposition 2½. 

New Salem's dilemma is 
caused in pa1t by a sudden 
increase ofroughly $95,000 in its 
Swift River assessment. .. caused 
in hun by the anomaly of 
Wendell sending ten fewer chil­
dren to this small school than last 
year, and New Salem three more. 
(Simultaneously, Wendell's 
assessment declined by $42,000.) 

According to New Salem 

school committee representa­
tives, the squeeze means some, 
though not all, of the sho1tfall 
would have to come out of the 
school budget and, they wam, 
educational programs would suf­
fer. 

As a result, New Salem's 
selectboard and finance commit­
tee have both suggested the Swift 
River school committee use the 
state's stahltory method of assess­
ing school costs - a method not 
used by the two towns since 
2008. But this year, using the 
stahltory method would make a 
positive difference for New 
Salem 

The Swift River school com­
mittee has resisted the pressure, 

see SWIFT RIVER page 8 
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ervor Prom t TURNERS 
FALLS - ''Fe1vor 
from the Trnth: 
Spiritually 
Obsessive Works 
by Eclite Cunha, 
Gina Vernava and 
Others" opens 
Thursday, April 
5th at Nina's 
Nook, 125-A 
Avenue A, in 
Tw11ers Falls. 

Cunha and 
Vemava combine 
mosaic techniques 
with repurposed 
ai1d recycled mate­
rials to create 
unique commen­
taii.es on their reli-

Our Lac!J of Don't 
Push My Buttons 
1!J Edite Cunha, 
at Nina's Nook 

gious and spi.ii.tual cultw-al expe­ Montague Votes $25 K for 
of Montague Center School Upgrades riences. 

Cunha's series 
"AlterVirgins" are an "artistic BY DAVID DETMOLD - On 
response to my early Catholic Wednesday, Montague moved 
upbringing combined with more one step closer to sealing a deal 
recent spiritual explorations." with Mark Zaccheo, p1incipal of 

Vernava 's pieces deal with the Greenfield-based Olive Street 
"the absurdities of Spirituality. Development company, to sell 
Some are humorous, all are polit- the former Montague Center 
ical commenta1y due to my own School building and its three 
personal opposition to the rise of acres of land for $50,000. 
the political Christian Right." Zaccheo hopes to conve1t the for­

Pam Allan, Lauren Paradise, mer elementaiy school into about 
and Elise Vegliante also con- two dozen energy efficient, solar 
tribute to this multimedia exhibit powered, one and two bedroom 
in the tiny Turners Falls rut space. and studio apa1tments. 

The show mns from April 5th Although Zaccheo told town 
to May 12th at Nina's Nook, 125- meeting members, "It's not a 
A A venue A, with an artists' guarai1teed deal," still a two thirds 
reception Saturday, April 7th, majority voted to approve spend­
from 4-6 p.m. at the neai·by ing $25,000 from stabilization to 
Buni.to Rojo restaurai1t, 50 3rd install an eight inch water line to 
Street, in Turners. Nina's Nook is suppo1t a sprinkler system for the 
open Thursdays, 4-6 p.m., building, and to drain and remove 
F1i.days ai1d Saturdays, 1-6 pm., a 30-40 year old in-ground fuel 
and by appointment: call Nina tailk with about 500 to I 000 gal­
Rossi 413-834-8800 (or email: Ions of heating oil in it. 
naban@verizon.net) for more Town maiiager Frailk 

completed the development of 
the former Mix and Match build­
ing on Olive Su·eet in Greenfield 
into 16 high energy efficiency 
apaitments ai1d two commercial 
spaces, with enough solai· power 
on the roof to supply power to 
four adjacent buildings, also 
owns more than a hundred other 
apaitments in Greenfield. 

He told town meeting it is dif­
ficult for developers to "make 
the numbers work," in renovat­
ing old buildings in mral areas of 
New England, where rents ai·e 
comparatively low. 

"One of my ideas was to use 
energy efficiency to iI1crease my 
profit. It's worked out really 
well. This is a path we need to 
take," said Zaccheo. 

After two non responsive 
requests for proposals on the 
vacant prope1ty, town meetiI1g 
was willing to agree. 

info., or: www ninasnook.com. Abbondai12io told meeting mem-
------------------------------------ bers the town was spending up to 

"We're looking at cost avoid­
ai1ce, ai1d revenue creation down 
the road," said Abbonda11Zio. 

SWIFT RIVER from page 7 
sticking with a vote eai'lier this 
year to again use the alternative 
method of assessing - dividing 
costs according to enrollment 
nwnbers. The school committee 
considers this the fairer method. 
This method is also auth01i.zed by 
the state, but it must be voted on 
each yeai·, giving it a less favored, 
more precaii.ous status. 

At the invitation of Michael 
Idoine, chair of the Wendell 
finance committee, a meeting 
was held on March 28th in 
Wendell to discuss the matter. 
Three representatives of New 
Salem's selectboai·d and finai1ce 
committee caine, ai1d five 
Wendell elected officials attend­
ed along with Nancy Aldrich, 
town coordinator for both towns. 

There Rai1dy Gordon, select­
boai·d member in New Salem, 
said the proposed chai1ge to the 
statutory method of assessment 
would "make it more likely for 
the budget to pass" in his town. "I 
have three kids in school - I want 
the highest quality of education 
possible," he said. "But the peo­
ple have to approve ... we're kind 
of caught." 

A distinction was soon made. 
"You're snuggling with your 
overall budget," Idoine pointed 
out - "not the question of fair-

ness. Historically we've both 
paid the same amount per stu­
dent. If we go to the statutory 
method, Wendell pays $1,200 
more," per pupil than New 
Salem. 

Gabrielle Voelker, member of 
the New Salem school commit­
tee, agreed. "It's not fair to ask 
you to pay more. It's just that we 
can't afford" the cunent 
"$93,000 hit." 

New Salem school committee 
member Wayne Hachey said the 
school boai·d's vote went as it did 
this year, "because Wendell's 
position was enu·enched and New 
Salem people felt they had to vote 
that way. Dick (Baldwin, 
Wendell member) cai1't listen to 
the other side of the coin. But vot­
ing the other way would show 
some flexibility. You could've 
balai1ced it out knowing New 
Salem was taking a bigger hit." 

Idoine responded, "The state's 
formula has skewed this process. 
There are these w1happy meet­
ings that happen all over. But do 
we have a haphazard agreement 
or do we come to ai1 agreement 
that's fair ai1d continue?" 

"If the enrollment evens out 
you'll be paying a lot more," 
warned Doug Taimer, Wendell 
finance committee member. 

Jim Slavas, also on the 
Wendell finance committee, 

noted, ''The alternative method is 
in our original agreement." 
Figwi.ng by the statutory method, 
there were su-etches of yeai-s he 
listed dwing which New Salem's 
assessment would have been 
higher thai1 wider the alternative 
method. "I'd rather reduce the 
budget than change the method. 
If the issue is the budget, deal 
with the budget. Changing 
method is moviI1g the burden 
from one town to the next." 

Before the meetiI1g, Slavas 
had worked out assessment fig­
ures using a five-yeai· averagiI1g 
of enrollment figures, which 
would reduce unexpected fluctu­
ations, and he presented that con­
cept as ai1 alternative. It seemed 
to find favor with New Salem 
representatives at the meeting. 
Another idea he presented - to 
equally shai·e fixed expenses like 
heat and adminisu·ative costs -
also seemed popular, but neither 
could be instituted iI1 ti.ine to be 
effective this yeai·, and no resolu­
tion was fow1d. 

In the end, Aldii.ch was asked 
to schedule ai1other meeting, after 
the comi.i1g town meetings, so 
some of New Salem's maiI1 pro­
ponents of the statut01y method, 
who weren't available on March 
28th, could attend. 

ffi 

$30,000 a year to heat, maintain 
and insure the building, which 
retw11ed to town control in 2008 
when the Montague Center 
School was consolidated into the 
Sheffield-Hillcrest campus (now 
the Montague Elementary 
School). Abbondanzio said 
almost any future use of the 
building would require the 
installation of a sp1i.11kler system. 
He said if Zaccheo's project 
comes to frnition, the town 
would expect to see a tax bill of 
about $20,000 aimually from the 
project, after Zaccheo invests 
approximately $2 million in the 
renovation. 

Zaccheo, who has recently 

In other business, town meet­
iI1g approved spending $18,000 
to fund a wage and classifica­
tion study to address the pay 
scale of town employees in 
comparison to other towns in 
the region; set $10,000 aside in 
the Henry Waidlich 
Conse1vation Trnst to provide 
local matching funds for future 
land conservation efforts; 
allowed the Turners Falls 
Airpo1t to spend $12,500 from 
retained earnings to build anoth­
er section of perimeter fence; 
and OK'd spending $14,000 
from stabilization to install 
energy efficient LED lights at 
the town owned Shea Theater. 

Mark Zaccheo at the Montague Town Meeting 
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SYRIA from pg 1 
yet over. 

"Syria, like Bahrayn, also wit­
nessed the majority rising against a 
minority regime in effective control of 
the armed forces and security appa­
ratus. That majority is Sunni while 
the minority is Alawi. 

"Constituting around 10% of the 
Syrian population, as opposed to the 
70% commanded by the Sunnis, 
Alawis are centered in Latakia and in 
the mountains above the city. In their 
area of concentration, they make up 
about two thirds of the population. 
They may also be found in smaller 
numbers in cities throughout Syria, in 
part the result of emigration during 
the period of Alawi hegemony in 
Syria. Alawis are also located in the 
province of Alexandretta in Turkey. 

"Tracing their origins to ninth cen­
tury, the Alawis are a secretive and 
very heterodox offshoot of Shii Islam. 
Their doctrines represent an amal­
gam of Islamic, Christian and pre­
Christian elements. They reject 
Sunni Islam's sacred law, the Sharia, 
and most of the restrictions and ritu­
als contained therein. They pay little 
attention to fasting, almsgiving and 
the pilgrimage ceremonies of Islam. 
Traditionally, they maintained no for­
mal places of worship. 

"The specifics of Alawi doctrine 
are still kept secret from most of the 
rank and file. The most singular of 
Alawi doctrines, however, attributes 
a Christ-like divinity to Ali, the pater­
nal first cousin and son-in-law of the 
Prophet Muhammad. From "Ali," we 
get 'Alawi.' 

"Sunni Islam views the Alawi 
creed as a heresy of a heresy. 
Historically, most Sunni scholars 
have regarded the Alawis as no 
Muslims at all. The great Sunni 
scholar ibn Taymiyyah (d. 1328) 
wrote of them: 'They are the worst 
enemies of Muslims. Jihad (holy war) 
against them is an act of piety.' Nor 
do mainstream Shiites, such as 
those constituting about 97% of the 
Iranian population, consider Alawis 
their own. 

"Alawis had been the insulted and 
injured of Syrian society, the general­
ly despised servant class. In view of 
this, we can better understand the 
sentiment expressed by a high Alawi 
official to a cousin of mine in Homs, 
in the full flush of Alawi hegemony. 
Having had enough drinks to loosen 
his tongue, he said: 'We used to be 
servants in the houses of the Sunnis 
and we won't rest until they are ser­
vants in our houses.' Hardly the stuff 
of communal harmony. 

"How then did a minority, still 

reviled in 1920, come to dominate 
firmly the Syrian government and 
armed forces by 1970?" 

The Rise of the Alawis. 
''The end of World War I saw the 

League of Nations award to France 
the so-called 'mandate' for Syria and 
Lebanon, entities whose borders had 
been but recently defined by the vic­
torious Allies. French rule was never 
popular with the Sunni majority and 
so the Mandate authorities turned to 
minority elements to help sustain 
their position. 

''The state of Latakia was set up 

The Tunisian 
origin of the Arab 
Spring has inspired 
the sickest joke I 
know - "How do 
you start a revolu­
tion in Syria? Set 
fire to a Tunisian." 

in July 1922; in the same year the 
Alawis also gained legal autonomy, 
as the French ended Sunni control of 
court cases involving Alawis and 
transferred these cases to Alawi 
judges. The short-lived Alawi state -
it lost its autonomy in December 
1936 - also enjoyed lower taxation 
and a substantial French subsidy. 

"Not surprisingly, these changes 
were accepted enthusiastically by 
the Alawis. In return they provided a 
disproportionate number of soldiers 
in the new military that was designed 
to bolster French rule. They made up 
about half of the eight infantry battal­
ions serving as police and supplying 
intelligence. They broke up Sunni 
demonstrations and strikes and 
helped quell uprisings. As late as 
May 1945, when French rule in Syria 
was fast dissolving, the vast majority 
of these battalions remained loyal to 
France. Right up to the emergence of 
Syria as an independent state, Alawi 
leaders continued to submit petitions 
to the French in favor of retaining 
French patronage. 

"Nonetheless, it was the Sunni 
majority, especially the urban elite 
and great landowners, who inherited 
the government when the French 
mandate ended in 1946. By 1955, 
after some resistance and much 
anguish, the Alawis became recon­
ciled to the new Syrian state. They 
also began their own rise to power, 
using as their bases their position in 
the military and in the Baath Party, a 
pan-Arab nationalist party that was 
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the ideological concoction of an 
Orthodox Christian from Damascus. 
Their strong position in the military, 
then, did not lapse with the French 
departure. 

"Alawis and other minorities con­
tinued to be over-represented in the 
army and security forces. The acute 
British student of modem Syrian his­
tory, Patrick Seale, observed that the 
Sunni landed families and, I would 
add, the Sunni urban elite "being pre­
dominantly of nationalist sentiment, 
[had] despised the army as a profes­
sion: to join it between the wars was 
to serve the French. [The Military 
Academy] to them was a place for 
the lazy, the rebellious, the academi­
cally backward, or the socially undis­
tinguished." Seale might have added 
that for many Alawis and other non­
Sunn is, the Military Academy was a 
place of opportunity for the ambitious 
and talented. 

"Furthermore, the Sunni inheri­
tors of the French mantle paid scant 
attention to the army as an instru­
ment of state. Fearing its power in 
domestic politics, they kept it small 
and begrudged it funds and so ren­
dered military careers unattractive to 
the relatively well-off. 

"In contrast, the poor economic 
situation of the Alawis and other 
minority peoples meant their families 
could not pay the fee to exempt their 
sons from military service. Their 
sons, for their part, continued to 
regard military service as a means of 
earning a living and upward mobility. 
While the proportion of Alawis enter­
ing the Military Academy declined 
somewhat after Syrian independ­
ence, the Alawis remained over-rep­
resented in the officer corps. 

"In 1949, officers derived mainly, 
though not exclusively, from the 
Alawi community commanded all 
units of any importance in the Syrian 
military. Alawis also represented a 
plurality among the rank and file and 
some two-thirds of the non-commis­
sioned officers. In an astounding 
flight of fantasy, Sunni leaders 
apparently believed that reserving 
the very top positions for themselves 
would suffice to control the military 
and, for some years, Alawis and 
other minorities found difficulty in 
ascending beyond the rank of com­
pany commander. Ironically, this dis­
crimination served the Alawis well. 

"As Sunni senior officers passed 
the years between 1949 and 1963 
engaged in a dreary succession of 
military coups leading to resignations 
and ousters that depleted their ranks, 
the Alawis especially benefited from 
the repeated purges. As Sunni offi­
cers eliminated one another, Alawis 

inherited their positions. And as one 
Alawi rose higher he tended to carry 
his kinsmen along with him. For 
them, Alawi solidarity offered a more 
enduring basis of cooperation than 
the shifting alliances formed by 
Sunni officers. 

"As they occupied themselves in 
gradually taking over the military, the 
Alawis enhanced their position by 
expanding their influence within the 
Baath Party, whose secular empha­
sis appealed far more to minorities 
than to Sunnis. The Baathi brand of 
pan-Arab secular nationalism prom­
ised minorities release from the mar­
ginality they had long endured in 
societies governed by Sunnis. One 
might add that Baathi advocacy of 
socialism, however cloudy and ill­
defined, appeared to offer economic 
opportunities to the Alawis, still the 
nation's poorest community. 

"In the wake of the Baathi coup of 
March 1963, in which Alawis played 
a major role, the Alawis assumed 
many of the key government posi­
tions. And, following the coup, when 
700 vacancies opened in the army, 
Alawis filled half of them. 

"Between 1963 and 1966, sectar­
ian battles pitting minorities against 
the Sunnis took place within the 
army and the Baath Party. By relax­
ing admission requirements, Alawis 
flooded the party with their fellows. 

"In February 1966, Alawi Baathi 
officers, in the bloodiest yet change 
of government, drove the Sunni 
president from power and, once in 
office, purged officers from the mili­
tary as well as the Baath who 
belonged to other religious groups, 
notably of course the Sunni. 

"Throughout the late 1960s, two 
Alawi leaders fought for supremacy, 
a struggle that culminated in 
November 1970 in the triumph of 
Hafiz al-Asad, father of the current 
president, Bashshar. This, Syria's 
tenth military coup in 17 years would 
be the last for a long time to come. 

"Hafiz al-Asad graduated from the 
Military Academy in 1952 and, in the 
same year, entered the Aleppo Air 
School. He be-came a combat pilot 
in 1954 and distinguished himself in 
that capacity. He studied in Egypt 
and, for 11 months in 1958, in the 
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1963 and made it the military base 
for his rise to power. His political 
base would be the Baath Party. 

"He had joined the Baath Party 
soon after its creation in 1947 and his 
rise in party ranks paralleled his 
ascent in the military. Hafiz al-Asad's 
coup of November 1970 marked the 
culmination of the Alawi rise to power 
in Syria. 

"It should be clear that one cannot 
view the al-Asad regime primarily in 
terms of its Baathi or military nature. 
To do so is to ignore the key to 
Syrian politics: religious affiliation. 
Before (and perhaps during) the cur­
rent insurgency, widespread Sunni 
opposition to Alawi rule has mani­
fested itself in a challenge from the 
Muslim Brethren. The most notable 
confrontation came in 1982 when at 
least 10,000 residents of the city of 
Hamah, not all of them, by any 
means, members of the Muslim 
Brethren, were slaughtered by the 
forces of Hafiz al-Asad. Today, 
Homs seems to be accorded similar 
treatment. 

"But the 1982 uprising was large­
ly confined to Hamah. Today the 
insurgency has erupted throughout 
Syria. 

"The first outbreaks against the 
Syrian regime took place in March 
2011 in the town of Daraa, close to 
the Jordanian border. The instigators 
did not respond to anything as heart­
rending as the Tunisian event when 
a street vendor, repeatedly humiliat­
ed by municipal authorities, set him­
self on fire and perished as a result. 

"The citizens of Daraa rose after 
local authorities had cruelly manhan­
dled a few teenagers who had scrib­
bled some anti-government graffiti. 
The insurgency in Daraa was put 
down ruthlessly and with significant 
loss of life. 

"From there, anti-government ris­
ings spread throughout Syria and 
were put down with similar violence. I 
believe the city of Homs emerged as 
the epicenter of overt hostility to the 
regime because, interspersed 
among a largely Sunni population, 
stood neighborhoods inhabited by 
fairly recent Alawi arrivals. Only days 
ago, government tanks rolled into 

see SYRIA page 11 
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The editors would like to thank the following for their generous 
financial underwriting of The Poetry Page: -

Sometimes 

It is difficult to get the news from poems 
yet men die miserably every day for lack 
of what is found there. 

Klondike Sound, 
Green Fields Market, 
Carlin Barton, Michael Muller and 

The times I don't seem to fail 

- William Carlos Williams 

Poetry Page edited by 

Dr. Robert Koolkin Montague Dental Arts -Do?u Yiiriir 
Istanbul, Turkey 

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno, and Janel Nockleby 

design by Claudia Wells 

Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague Reporter at 
58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376; or email us your poetry at 
reporter-poems@montaguema.net 

Bed 

Pocket Trumpet 

I saw it in the window 
it was snowing at that time 

Nighttime 
Daytime 
Anytime 

Sleeping is the last thing you 
do on it. 

the instrument was floating and somehow fixed on the blue velvet in its wide open case -Do?u Yiiriir 
Istanbul, Turkey two white lines were lying on the glittering cadmium orange slurry ---r.arm:~-r-:-,7&::-::::::--1 

fluid but solid 
I knew I couln't play it 
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but I could almost hear Mr. Botti's Steps of Positano ts • 
it sounded beyond captivating, yet easy to play ~ 
It was calling me to own it ~ 
I had the money 
I bought it 
I should've known that the instrument was in melting red, 

burning on the background, in a different layer, for a reason 
because I could never play it. -Do?u Yiiriir 

Istanbul, Turkey 

Help 6ood Neighbors! 
This year's annual Food-a-thon. sponsored by the North Quabbin Community Coalition will 
be held on April 10. from 6 a.m. - 6 p.m. This event unites volunteers from several local 
food pantries and meal sites in an effort to raise funds and food to support these pro­
grams. Funds raised in the North Quabbin area Food-a-thon are divided. depending on 
pantry size. among participating programs. 
This is our greatest contributor of food funds for the year. 

Good Neighbors is the food pantry that has been serving the residents of Wendell 
and New Salem for 23 years. More than a third of Wendell's population has joined 
Good Neighbors, with new residents joining every month. The pantry is volun­
teer-driven and offers free food as well as infonnation and referral services to any­
one in need. We also operate the Family Network program, providing food and 
other necessities to families with children ages six and under from Wendell, New 
Salem, Erving, Shutesbury and Leverett. 
We need our community's support now more than ever. Plans are underway for 
fundraising events, and we ask anyone interested in holding a fundraiser to start 
planning now in order to hold the event in April. Call Adrian Montagano at 4<13-

325-3172 or Lola Hess at 978-544-2109 to schedule a fundraising event to benefit 
Good Neighbors, so that we can coordinate advertising. 

The Alan Feinstein Foundation 1s th Annual $1 Million Giveaway to Fight 
Hunger will match a percentage of any money we raise through April 30. Checks 
and donations can be made payable to Good Neighbors and mailed to P.O. Box 
222, Wendell, MA 01379. 

The Deja Brew Cafe and Pub in Wendell has generously agreed to donate 10% of 
your total bill for meals and drinks during the month of April to Good Neighbors; 
coupons to present to your server to take advantage of this offer are available at 
locations throughout Wendell, and at the Leverett Village Food Coop. The Deja 
Brew's 10% donation from your bill ,vill be matched when you enjoy great food, 
drinks and the talents oflocal musicians at Deja Brew in April. 

l,>am Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

qissance IB:iiders 

Chateau 

Without stone steps and torches 
It would only be rooms. 

-Do?u Yiiriir 
Istanbul, Turkey 

Waking Up to a Dawn in the Backseat of Your Father's Car (on the road) 

Everything will go wrong 
It may snow and it may smell like burning coals in a tin bucket 

Its fume may slip through your throat all the way down to your lungs 
As it may crack the capillaries and leak thin blood, let it mix the smoke 
It may keep you choking for hours and hours 
And even more hours after it's been too long 

you had finally seen the sun through the branches of pine trees 
Then it all may pass 
Then you may have a sleep 
In dreams you may find power and fear 

as you may be an immortal volcano god 
In dreams, you may see things that you may not tell 

your parents because they are obscene 
You may feel like you have started an inspirational trip 
But I can guarantee this 
Everything will go wrong. 

Contributors' Notes 

.t 

-Do?u Yiiriir 
Istanbul, Turkey 

Do?u Yiiriir's poems and illustrations from Time Space are a tribute to Gertrude 
Stein's Tender Buttons. Do?u Yiiriir was born in Istanbul in 1987. In 2006, after 
finishing his secondary education in Istanbul, he went to Vancouver. Canada to 
study Game Art and Design at The Art Institute of Vancouver. After a year there. 
he returned to Istanbul to study literature. He's now a senior. studying American 
Culture and Literature at Kadir Has University. He writes short stories and poems 
and continues to draw. He has recently completed an adaptation of the Odyssey 
as a graphic novel. 
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SYRIA from page 9 
Baba Amr, a Sunni neighborhood in 
Homs, to administer the final blow to 
the insurgents huddled there. Nor 
has the work of the government 
tanks ended. 

"Residents say that areas border­
ing Sunni and Alawi neighborhoods 
in Homs resemble ghost towns. Even 
neighborhoods free of Sunni-Alawi 
hostility feel keenly the breakdown in 
security and services. 

"The Syrian capital, Damascus, is 
a city transformed, with prices more 
than tripling in the last few months 
and power cuts up to twelve hours a 
day. A story making the rounds to 
amuse the desperate, underscores 
the problems confronted even in a 
city still relatively free of violence. A 
man brings home a chicken for his 
wife to cook, but she tells him there is 
no gas for the stove. 'What about the 
microwave?' No electricity! 'How 
about the heater in the main room?' 
No fuel! At which point the chicken 
jumps out of the bag and cries: 'Long 
live Bashshar al-Asad.' 

"In cities throughout Syria, partic­
ularly in Alawi and minority neighbor­
hoods, there exists mounting resent­
ment toward the mainly Sunni oppo­
sition. 

"Asked where the place of Alawis 
would be after the regime falls, a 
Damascene Sunni replied: 'All those 
that killed must be killed.' It is unlike­
ly that he speaks for all Sunnis, but 
he probably echoes the sentiments 
of enough of them to make the 
Alawis nervous. And, obviously, 
Sunni resentment has only been 
sharpened by the brutality of the gov­
ernment's continuing crackdown. 

"This caveat Sunnis, not to men­
tion Christians and other minorities, 
occupy high positions in the Syrian 
state. To cite but a few examples: the 
Foreign Minister is a Sunni, the 
Minister of Defense a Christian, and 
by no means has a majority of the 
Sunni army officers and rank and file 
abandoned their posts. At least not 
yet. 

"Today, the Syrian regime can 
boast few friends. Internally, it obvi­
ously retains the support of all but a 
minority of Alawis. Most Christians 
(some 10% of the population) and 
other minorities would lament the 
passing of a secular regime that had 
provided stability for some 40 years 
and brooked no sectarian bias 
against them. 

"This kind word for Bashshar al­
Asad. Since succeeding his father in 
2000, Bashshar has carried out a 
modest economic liberalization that 
fueled the growth of the middle class. 
Foreign banks, international bou­
tiques, cafe chains, Western-style 
malls and hotels mushroomed 

across Damascus. But the poverty of 
the rural populations and the urban 
working class, has been alleviated 
but little. 

"I am not entirely convinced that 
Bashshar is or has ever been fully in 
charge. He had, after all, not been 
groomed to succeed his father. He 
was a trained ophthalmologist pursu­
ing advanced studies in England at 
the time of his father's demise. 
Succession would have fallen to his 
elder brother, the heir apparent, had 
it not been for his weakness for fast 
cars even when driving on a fatally 
icy road near the airport in 
Damascus. 

"The hapless Bashshar inherited 
not only the throne but a court replete 
with Alawi officers and politicians 
quite solidified in their attitudes and 
prejudices. There was no way he 
could free himself of the old guard. 

"At all events, most Christians 
and other minorities prefer the 
incumbent regime to a Sunni-domi­
nated one in which sectarian bias 
would obtain. Does this mean that a 
successor Sunni-dominated govern­
ment would inev~ably be marked by 
such a bias? 

"We cannot say with certainty but 
a glance at the other Arab govern­
ments that ushered in the 'Arab 
Spring' seems less than encourag­
ing. Tunisia, once adorned by the 
likes of St. Augustine, has for cen­
turies been free of Christians, or for 
that matter Shiah, and the elections 
that followed the Tunisian revolution 
produced a legislature with a signifi­
cant lslamist tum. Libya is also free 
of minorities, but its unruly militias are 
engaged in a campaign of revenge 
against those suspected of having 
supported Qadhdhafi. 

"Closer and more relevant to 
Syria, Egyptian elections returned a 
majority of lslamists, ranging from 
moderate to extreme, and the anxi­
ety of the Coptic Christian minority 
deepens daily. Even Hamas, the 
Palestinian lslamist faction governing 
Gaza, has abandoned its headquar­
ters in Damascus and its leadership 
has spoken critically of the Syrian 
government. 

"The al-Asad regime, however, so 
far retains the support of Hizballah, 
the Shii group dominant in south 
Lebanon. This because Hizballah 
has as patron the Shii Islamic 
Republic of Iran, which has been 
allied to Syria since its war against 
Iraq in the 1980s. 

"In the halls of the Un~ed Nations, 
Syria enjoys the support, however 
reluctant, of Russia and China, nei­
ther of which nation, for its own inter­
nal reasons, is prone to support inter­
nal insurgencies elsewhere or is pre­
pared to see Western influence 
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envelope a post-al-Asad regime. 
"Nonetheless, the position of the 

Russians and Chinese, perhaps 
moved by the estimated 9,000 
Syrians killed during the uprising thus 
far, appears to have softened some­
what. But days ago, they lent support 
to the Kofi Annan Peace Plan that 
calls for the government to withdraw 
troops and heavy weapons from pop­
ulation centers, and for all parties to 
allow for a two-hour pause in the 
fighting in order for humanitarian aid 
to reach affected areas. The plan 
also asks the authorities to release 
those detained since the inception of 
the insurgency. 

"The Annan Peace Plan, howev­
er, certainly does not call for 
Bashshar al-Asad to step down. The 
response of the opposition has been, 
understandably, lukewarm. A 
spokesman for the opposition has 
said: 'A peaceful transition means 
that the regime must be changed. 
And that starts with the removal of 
the head of state.' 

"Opposition to the regime is man­
~est throughout the largely Sunni 
Arab world, but nowhere is it more 
pronounced than in Saudi Arabia and 
in its neighboring emirate of Qatar. A 
prominent Sunni cleric in Saudi 
Arabia is currently offering $100,000 
to anyone who would assassinate 
Bashshar al-Asad, an offer that 
would have been impossible without 
official Saudi approval. 

"Apart from their instinctive sym­
pathy for their fellow Sunnis in Syria, 
the Saudis see in a collapse of the 
Syrian regime a devastating blow to 
Iran's policy in the Middle East. Saudi 
fear of Iran rivals that of Israel, 
although for different reasons. Israel 
fears Iran's development of nuclear 
weapons, while Saudi Arabia fears 
Shii Iran's influence on the increas­
ingly restive Saudi Shii minority. 

"How has the Syrian opposition 
organized ~elf? The Syrian National 
Council, formed in August 2011 and 
based in Istanbul, claims to seek a 
democratic state featuring an inde­
pendent judiciary, press freedom and 
political pluralism. As of January 
21st, the SNC had won the support 
of 12 UN member states, including 
the U.S., France and the U.K. The 
Council has the unofficial support of 
the Turkish government as well. 

"Let us note, however, that the 
SNC also boasts the support of the 
exiled Syrian wing of the Muslim 
Brethren and such bastions of 
democracy and free expression as 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Funding 
derives in the main from the latter 
two. 

"Secular leftists, nationalists and 
independent dissidents, based in 
Syria and abroad, are less than 

enthusiastic, likely because of the 
lslamist and foreign elements sup­
porting the SNC. Only about a week 
ago, a leading member of the SNC 
resigned in protest against the 
expanding lslamist influence in the 
Council. In any event, the Syrian 
National Council remains a nebulous 
group about which we know little. 

"Syria's elite mili­
tary units continue 
to be composed of 
Alawis or controlled 
by them, and most 
Alawis, fearing with 
reason retribution 
at the hands of a 
successor regime 
controlled by the 
Sunni majority, 
appear to have 
persuaded them­
selves they must 
fight to the lasL" 

"We have also the Free Syrian 
Army, formed on July 29th, 2011 and 
composed of men who have defect­
ed from the armed forces. The FS.ti;s 
command is located in southern 
Turkey, close to the Syria border, 
where there are now about 14,000 
Syrian refugees. That the FSA, as 
well as the Syrian National Council, 
is headquartered in Turkey speaks 
worlds about Turkey's attitude toward 
the al-Asad government. 

"The FSA traces its origins to sol­
diers who refused to fire upon 
unarmed protesters. Some of these 
troops were summarily executed. 
The FS.ti;s leader, a colonel, has stat­
ed that the FSA is non-sectarian and 
has no political goals other than the 
liberation of Syria from the al-Asad 
regime. 

"It is a certainty that the FSA is an 
overwhelmingly Sunni force. At this 
juncture, not enough is known about 
its actual goals beyond that of ridding 
the country of the regime. By mid­
January 2012, the FSA reported a 
total of 40,000 in its ranks. Western 
intelligence sources would put the 
number at closer to 10,000, including 
a handful of high ranking officers. 

"The FSA is operating throughout 
Syria although its main concentra­
tions are in the central region around 
Hamah and Homs. They have but 
recently been driven from their Baba 
Amr enclave in Homs, leaving behind 
them the devastation wrought by the 
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loyalist forces. The FSA adm~ that it 
still lacks the resources necessary to 
occupy and take control of territories 
- its failure in Homs amply demon­
strates this - and instead relies 
upon hit and run attacks to wear 
down government forces. 

"Time will tell whether the army's 
elite units, composed largely of 
Alawis, will prove capable of moving 
effectively from city to city to quell 
insurgencies mounted by the FSA or 
by random demonstrators who have 
armed themselves. Indeed, many of 
the civilian deaths reported by 
activist groups are armed civilian 
insurgents. Thus far, the govern­
ment's campaign against the insur­
gents has been successful, although 
it may be a matter of winning the bat­
tles while, ultimately, losing the war. 

"A few weeks before the emer­
gence of the Annan Peace Plan, the 
government, in a limp effort to mollify 
the opposition, held a referendum on 
a new constitution. Where the current 
constitution defines Syria as an 
Islamic state, the new one stipulates 
that the president must be a Muslim, 
and while president's tenure is now 
limited to two seven-year terms, that 
provision does not apply to years 
already served by Bashshar. Since 
the constitution would not go into 
effect until elections to be held in 
2014, Bashshar could run for election 
at that time and, should he win, 
remain in office for another 14 years. 
The new dispensation also promises 
an end to the one-party rule of the 
Baath. Not surprisingly, the new con­
stitution leaves the Syrian opposition 
less than impressed, and voting in 
the referendum inspired only spotty 
participation. 

"What of the future? Virtually from 
the time Hafiz al-Asad seized power, 
most observers, I among them, have 
predicted the eventual demise of the 
minority regime he established. I do 
not back off this prophesy but I'm not 
at all certain that the demise is immi­
nent. While the Sunni majority will 
have its day, whether in quasi-secu­
lar or Islamic guise, only outside 
intervention could upend the regime 
in the short term, and I am unable to 
identrfy the source of such an inter­
vention. 

"Sunni Turkey would seem to be 
a possibility but I do not believe that 
Turkey is at all inclined to assume 
that onerous task. Interventions of 
that nature appear to be the special 
prerogative of criminally incompetent 
American governments. That the 
regime will endure for a time is a dis­
tinct possibility but it would be presid­
ing over a failed state and a woefully 
fractured population. A successor 
regime, alas, might fare no 11111!■ 
better." ll_!fij 
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from SIR.UM page 1 
McCormick International USA, 
feels confident that the same 
solid business practices and cus­
tomer satisfaction that enabled 
the Simm family to succeed with 
the John Deere line will result in 
continued success with 

McCormick. 
"McCormick wants to provide 

the same friendly, family service 
of long standing that the Simm 
family offers," Rehor said. 
"Fa1mers feel more confident in 
doing business with a local fami­
ly operated business, rather than a 
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big corporate operation a long 
way away. When a fa1mer's trac­
tor is down, it costs him time and 
money. He wants to be back up 
and mnning as soon as possible. 
That's what a family owned busi­
ness like Simm's offers, and 
that's why they'll succeed with 
McC01mick." 

When asked how the change 
will affect customers, Ed Simm 
said, "We'll continue to offer 
John Deere parts and se1vice to 
our customers, and when the 
faimer decides to buy a new trac­
tor, we'll take his John Deere 
tractor or equipment in trade. 
We'll do the same with the John 
Deere lawn and garden line, 
replaced by Simplicity. For land­
scapers, we have a Fe1ris com­
mercial mower line." 

Tractor and engine manufac­
ture are an international business 
with many ties between compa­
nies. In recent years, there have 
been shake-ups and mergers of 
manufacturers of faim tractors. In 
1972, Britain's largest tractor 
company, David Brown, sold 
their tractor operation to 
Tennessee Gas Transmission, 
owners of J. I. Case which, over 
many years, ultimately merged 
with New Holland-Ford and 
International Ha1vester. 

Now McCormick's flagship 
mid-range tractor, the MDC, is a 
Case-IH design built in the same 
factory in Italy where all of 
McCormick's AG and Utility 
range tractors are built. The 
MTX, along with all other six 
cylinder models that go up to 
over 200 HP use engines made 
by Fiat Industrial, and are the 
same engines used in Case-IH 
and New Holland brand tractors 
of similar horsepower. David 
Brown now makes transmissions 
for Bradley Fighting Vehicles. 
The McCormick Utility tractors 
are powered by four cylinder 
Perkins diesel engines. 
McC01mick's smaller tractors 
are built in Korea, where many 
name brand tractors are built 
today. 

"Korea's reputation for build­
ing outstanding value in automo­
biles and constmction equipment 
further insures the Simm fami­
ly's success with the McCormick 
line of tractors and faim equip­
ment," Rehor said. 

Ed Simm said all medium 
sized tractors, including John 
Deere, ai·e now manufactured 
overseas in India, Japan, Korea 
and Ge1many. More factories in 

China and Russia are tmder con­
stmction for the manufacture of 
tractors for export. Only the big 
John Deere tractors are made in 
the U.S. and these use paits made 
abroad. 

On any make of tractor, big or 
small, the components ai·e 80% 
universal, Simm said, including 
the engines, transmissions, bear­
ings and other components. Any 
lawn or garden tractor is assem­
bled of components made by 
other manufacturers, so Simm 
can buy these parts, and paits for 
bigger tractors, direct from the 
component manufacturer. Only 
the paint and decals are different, 
Simm added. 

"Simm Equipment will stock 
McCormick paits so that faimers 
who buy McC01mick tractors 
will have the same prompt pa1ts 
and se1vice as in the past," he 
promised. 

This coming week, Ed Simm 
is bringing McCormick tractors 
to several ai·ea fa1ms where cus­
tomers expressed interest at the 
open house. There will be 
demonstrations and an opportu­
nity for farmers to tiy the tractors 
out themselves, under field con­
ditions. 

Some nice features of the 
McCormick ti·actors are fiberglas 
hoods that open at the front to a 
vertical position, allowing easy 
engine access for service or 
repair. The hood latch can be 
locked to guard against vandal­
ism. Tractors are offered in both 
two wheel and four wheel drive. 

McCormick offers either open 
style ti·actors with rollover pro­
tection or ti·actors with roomy 
cabs. All have a standard three 
point hitch* to take any three 
point attachment. Through a 
partnership with Oregon, 
Illinois-based Woods 
Equipment, McC01mick offers a 
full range of loaders, backhoes, 
cutters, finish mowers, shlIIlp 
grinders, post hole diggers, discs, 
box blades, tillers, seeders and 
snowblowers; all painted 
McC01mick red and branded 
"McCormick by Woods." This 
means that Simm Equipment can 
offer a complete McC01mick 
solution for a wider range of 
small and utility ti·actor applica­
tions. 

The SiI1lIIl family looks for­
ward to the challenges and 
rewai·ds of the big changes in 
their company's future; they wel­
come customer inquiries. 
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0 FOOTNOTE 
For those who may be wonder­

ing: the three point hitch was 
invented by Harry Ferguson, a 
mechanical genius, who was the first 
B1iton to build and fly his own air­
plane. The hydraulically operated 
three point hitch made hooking up 
attachments a simple one man job. 
More importantly, the three point 
hitch resulted in a weight n·ansfer so 
the weight of the plowing was n·ans­
ferred to the rear wheels inc1·easing 
n·action, so that light tractors, like 
the David Brown, could do the work 
of heavier ones. (I once owned a 
backhoe with a David Brown diesel 
engine. It used about half the fuel of 
any other make.) 

In 1938, Ferguson entered into a 
"handshake agreement" with Henry 
Ford so the system could be used on 
the Ford 9N tractor. In 1948, Henry 
Ford II came out with the Ford SN 
using the Ferguson three point 
hitch, but refusing to pay royalties. 
Ferguson won a lawsuit despite the 
lack of a w1itten agreement, for the 
largest settlement in Ford Motor 
Company's history, up to that time. 

The patents eventually ran out 
and the three point hitch is 
now used unive1·sally on 1111. 
farm n·actors. II_~ 

HEMOND from pg 1 
Brook Farm is a wonderful place 
to stargaze. Hemond has written 
often about the planets and stars, 
the solstices and equinoxes, and 
the holidays that attend the sea­
sonal cycles. And who better to 
tell you about old time Fowth of 
Julys, the biithdays of the presi­
dents, and how they celebrated 
Hallowe'en in time gone by than 
Fran Hemond? 

Hemond writes for the paper in 
pait because she loves it and rec­
ognizes its value to a community 
she has also come to adore. "The 
newspaper is an introduction to 
the people of Montague, and it 
includes all of the lovely vil­
lages," she said. "As far as color 
and flavor ai·e concerned, this ai·ea 
is quite something, isn't it? This is 
a fabulous place to be, and the 
newspaper connects you with the 
town in a special way." Thanks to 
writers like Fran Hemond, it cer­
tainly does! 

Help us keep her stories com­
ing to your door. If you haven't 
had a chance to mail in your gift 
to the Montague Repo1ter's 10th 
Anniversary Capital 
Campaign, take a moment 11•!!1■ 
to send it in today. II_..,.. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR $8.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Site Work 
• Bulldozer and Backhoe 

Work 
• Driveways 
• Land Clearing 
• Septic Systems 

Residential and Con1n1crcial 

L & D Builders 
413---648---0110 

q.~ Kuu;, BowJuu; e~ 
liiflilllillMitili'1,ti'4Vir; Company Parties, 

11 ~ I Birthday Parties, 
All kinds of Parties! 
The Bowling Center -
where FUN ha ens. 

•tJa,, PICKLES 1 

Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Now available 
at Food City! 

www .realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 

Negus ~ Taylor# Inc. 
Monuments !!!!f1!!,!f]VC 
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W We e11grc:ve ~ 
memortes 

People often come to see us 
becouse their parents 
ond their grondporenfs did. 
We' re proud to hove 
lhat kind al loyalty,, } that last forever '• 

MAIN OFACE 773-9552J 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, Ml\ 

The perfect remembrance· 

and we work hord to keep it. 
• Gory and Nancy Melen 
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JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

BY FRED CICETTI 
LEONIA, NJ - Q. I keep hear­
ing about how good fish oil is 
for you. Could you separate fact 
fromfiction on this? 

I, too, have seen fish oil tout­
ed so often that it's beginning to 
sound like a cure-all sold in lit­
tle brown bottles off the back of 
a wagon. 

{Warnings: Taking high 
doses of fish oil can be danger­
ous. Always check with your 
doctor before changing your 
intake of foods or supplements.} 

You get fish oil from eating 

WENDELL from page 6 
decided it may be premature to 
bring the matter to town meeting 
this yeai·. They would prefer to 
do more community outreach 
and education first, according to 
Marianne Sundell, a member of 
the organizing group. 

Adopting the CPA would 
bring substantial state monies to 
Wendell for historic preserva­
tion, open space protection, 
recreation and affordable hous­
ing, but it also impacts the town 
tax rate by levying a voluntary 
surcharge of not more than 3% 
on local prope1ty tax bills -
approximately $37 on an aver­
age property assessment of 
$169,000. 

The first $100,000 of a prop­
e1ty's assessment is exempt. 

The selectboard has street 
numbers on hand but they will 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER: 

Fish Oil Salesman 
fish (surprise) or by taking sup­
plements made from oily fish. 
Fish loaded with beneficial oils 
known as omega-3 fatty acids 
include anchovy, bluefish, her­
ring, mackerel, menhaden, mul­
let, salmon, sardines, sturgeon, 
trout and tuna. 

Fish oil is recommended for 
many conditions. These include: 
high blood pressure, elevated 
triglycerides, heart disease, 
stroke, depression, attention 
deficit-hyperactivity disorder, 
Alzheimer's disease, glaucoma, 
macular degeneration, menstru­
al pain, diabetes, asthma, 
dyslexia, obesity, kidney dis­
ease, osteoporosis, psoriasis, 
rheumatoid arthritis, atheroscle­
rosis, hea1t arrhythmia, cancer ... 
and more. 

Holy mackerel!!! 
How effective is fish oil? The 

Natural Medicines 
Comprehensive Database pro­
vides ratings for fish oil. Here 
are many of them: 

not be directly distributed to 
homeowners at this point, 
despite an earlier promise, out of 
concern that homeowners might 
take them and forget to put them 
up. Instead, town coordinator 
Nancy Aldrich will look into 
getting the Franklin County 
Sheriff's office to bring prison­
ers to town to install them at 
properties that currently lack 
street numbers. 

Road commissioner Hany 
Williston repo1ted the bids for 
replacement of a bridge on 
Cooleyville Road will be adver­
tised April 11th, with a bid open­
ing May 3rd. The selectboai·d 
will review bids on May 9th. 
"The timing is cmcial so we can 
be (working) in the brook in July 
when it's dty," Williston said. 

The project was postponed 
from last year because of new 

Effective 
High triglycerides, blood fat 

related to cholesterol. 
Researchers believe that fish oil 
can reduce triglyceride levels by 
20 to 50 percent. 
Likely Effective 

Heart disease. People who 
already have heait disease may 
be able to lower their risk of 
dying from it by taking fish oil. 
Possibly Effective 

High blood pressure. Seems 
to produce modest reductions of 
high blood pressure. 

Rheumatoid arthritis. May 
ease morning stiffness faster. 

Menstrual pain. Might 
reduce pain. 

Attention deficit-hyperactivi­
ty disorder (ADHD). May 
improve thinking and behavior 
in children. 

Stroke. Consuming fish once 
or twice a week seems to lower 
the risk of having a stroke. 

Weak bones (osteoporosis). 
Fish oil seems to slow bone loss 

regulations involving the buffer 
area and bridge opening that 
resulted in a contractor dt·opping 
out. It will be paid out of 
Chapter 90 state monies, but its 
increased cost will mean less 
money available for other proj­
ects, Williston said, like replac­
ing the small bridge on the cmve 
of Wendell Depot Road down in 
the Depot. 
Locke Hill Tower 

The planning board has 
received an application by 
American Tower, the owner of 
the communications tower on 
Locke Hill Road to put a com­
munications facility on the cur­
rently idle tower. Riebschlaeger, 
who is also chair of the planning 
boai·d, said "They'll push the 
issue of it being a pre-existing 
use, but it doesn't meet the 
1000-foot (minimum) distance 

rate and increase bone density at 
the thigh bone and spine in older 
people with osteoporosis. 

Hardening of the arteries 
(atherosclerosis). Fish oil seems 
to slow or slightly reverse the 
progress of atherosclerosis in 
the corona1y aiteries, but not in 
the carotid aiteries that bring 
blood up the neck to the head. 

Kidney problems. Long-te1m 
use (two years) of fish oil 4-8 
grams daily can slow the loss of 
kidney function in high-risk 
patients with a kidney disease 
called lgA nephropathy. 

Bipolar disorder. Taking fish 
oil with the usual treatments for 
bipolar disorder seems to 
improve symptoms of depres­
sion, but doesn't seem to 
improve manic symptoms. 

Psychosis. Taking a fish oil 
supplement might help prevent 
full psychotic illness from 
developing in some people with 
mild symptoms. 

Weight loss. Some evidence 
shows that eating fish improves 
weight loss and decreases blood 
sugar in ove1weight people and 
people with high blood pres-

to the neai·est house. The ZBA 
gave them a pe1mit in 2005 with 
a variance for the distance, but it 
expired in 2007." 

In another communications 
tower issue, Verizon has notified 
that it wants to change equip­
ment and add three more anten­
nas on the tower located off of 
Mo1mon Hollow Road on 
Diemand Fa1m prope1ty. "We 
told them they would need a spe­
cial pe1mit," said Riebschlaeger, 
"but since then there's a new 
state law that makes it legal for 
them to make changes that do 
not substantially change the 
dimensions of the tower." 

Jeoff Pooser brought a supply 
of peanuts and, although I am a 
backup, I helped myself to a 
small handfol in honor 
of the usual writer of II■ 
this repo1t. ■-
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sure. 
Endometrial cancer. There is 

some evidence that women who 
regularly eat about two se1vings 
of fatty fish per week have a 
reduced risk of developing can­
cer of the endometrium, the lin­
ing of the uterus. 

Age-related ma.cular degen­
eration (AMD). There is some 
evidence that people who eat 
fish more than once per week 
have a lower risk of developing 
this disease that destroys your 
sharp central vision. 

Blocked blood vessels. Fish 
oil appeai·s to decrease the rate 
of re-blockage after heart 
bypass surge1y or "balloon" 
catheterization (balloon angio­
plasty). 

Psoriasis. There is some evi­
dence that administering fish oil 
intravenously can decrease 
symptoms. 

Asthma. Fish oil seems to 
improve airflow, reduce cough, 
and lower the need for medica­
tions in some children with asth­
ma. 

If you have a question, write 
to fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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SALES •SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
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DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
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Greenfield Imported Car Sales ~ 
Fonnerly LaBelle & Leitner 
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EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 
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Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
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60 ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
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FerrJ. Meadow Farm -

BY ELOISE MICHAEL -
People stait going to bed pretty 
early, and I realize they will all 
have to get up for faim chores in 
the morning. My doppelganger 
will have to get up in the morn­
ing, too. I can't miss work again. 

That body has been asleep 
twelve hours, and I can feel her 
getting restless. 

As I stai·e into the fire, she 
opens her eyes and looks around 
my bedroom. I am two places at 
once in a dreamy kind of way. I 
tell myself - the self that is at 
home in bed - to roll over and 
sleep a little more. 

I don't want to be up all night 
and then have to work for the 
bank all day. Also, I don't want to 

ERVING from pg 7 
move a $6,000 line for grounds 
and park maintenance out of 
their budget, as the boai·d consol­
idates all grounds maintenance 
under one, soon to be hired ft.ill 
time, benefited, highway depait­
ment staff. Similar moves are 
unde1way for the grounds main­
tenance lines at the wastewater 
treatment plant, cemetery, and 
senior center. 

The recreation commission 
had no problem with the transfer 
of responsibility. 

Goodwin said the reorganiza­
tion, which began last month 
with the elimination of the envi­
ronmental supe1visor job at the 
wastewater treatment plant, and 
the promotion of highway super­
visor Paul Prest to the newly cre­
ated post of "interim director of 
public works," to oversee high­
way, wastewater treatment, and 
the water depa1tment, will soon 
result in an estimated savings of 
between $20,000 and $30,000 a 
year on personnel costs. 

Goodwin said a next step in 
the reorganization will involve a 

Cr,pyCat Prifa Slwt 
ltWe:! You More 

be alone in my house when I 
could be here with other people. 

I'll wait until the last person 
goes to bed, I tell myself. 

The fire feels more and more 
like a ch·eam I am having. I am 
sta1tled when Dave speaks to me. 
"I guess I should go to sleep, 
too," he says. "You'll be OK in 
the tent?" 

"I think I am sleeping on 
Marissa's floor," I say. 

"Oh, OK," he says, looking at 
me like he wants to ask a ques­
tion. "You can find your way?" 
he says finally. 

I nod. 
"See you tomonow then," he 

says. 
Now that I am alone, it is hard 

perfo1mance management plan, 
and a "scorecard for employees, 
so raises can be based on merit." 
The boai·d plans to meet with 
depa1tments on a regular basis 
"to track progress." 

No date has yet been set for 
the annual baseball game 
between residents and the fire 
depaitment, but the topic gener­
ated a lot of lively banter at the 
selectboard meeting, with 
Haitnett, speaking for the fire­
fighter's team, badly outmatched 
in the most recent contest, say­
ing, ''The seniors could probably 
beat us." 

Among the more than 30 war­
rant articles being prepared for 
annual town meeting, the boai·d 
discussed one, to retire the 
remallllng $180,000 in a 
$650,000 USDA loan the town 
took out in 1984 to build the 
water tower north of Route 2 in 
Eivingside, by paying the 
remainder out of stabilization, 
and allowing the water enterprise 
fond to pay back that 
balance to the town at a 11111!■ 
lower interest rate. 11_~ 
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to stay awake. It's been 
a long day of fa1m 
work, and this body did 
not sleep all that well in 
the tunnel. When I can't 
stand it anymore, I tip-
toe into Leah's room 

and slip into the blanket on the 
floor. 

I am awake again pretty much 
instantly, only now I am in bed at 
home. I sit up in the dark and 
reach for the light. It's only mid­
night. I will have to stay up until 
morning comes and then work all 
day. 

I take a shower, get ch·essed, 
and eat breakfast. Then I go to 
check my email. My inbox is ft.ill, 
mostly with messages from peo­
ple at work. There are four from 
Diana. I read the last one first. 

"Wow, you must be really sick 
to go this long without checking 
email. Let me know whether you 
need anything," she writes. I 

SOLAR from pg 3 
gram in Montague reached cer­
tain tiers, there is a built-in 
incentive for people getting PV 
through the program to promote 
it to others. 

For people who might want to 
go solai· without paying the big 
upfront cost, it is likely the solai· 
installer would offer a way to 
make PV more affordable, with 
limited upfront costs, through 

open the previous three mes­
sages. She is trying to get me to 
visit her in Philadelphia this 
weekend. 

She says that she has found 
the pe1fect apaitment and wants 
me to see it before someone else 
takes it. She even suggests that I 
take Friday off so that I won't 
miss this opportunity. 

She describes the apaitment in 
so much detail that I suspect 
something is not right. Halfway 
through the second email, I real­
ize that the FBI must have been 
to Diana and Neil's house, too. I 
will have to go to Philadelphia, if 
I want to find out what they said. 
I know better than to talk about it 
on the phone or in an ema.il. The 
FBI are probably watching both 
ofus. 

So I email back and ask 
whether there is a bathtub or just 
a shower. 

I get a response right away. 

what is called a Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA), a loan-to-own 
option, or financing options. 

To let the Solai·ize team know 
of your interest in this program, 
residents and business owners in 
Montague can take an online 
smvey and leave their contact 
info1mation through the smvey; 
the link is under News & 
Notices on the town web page: 
www.Montague.net. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
Fire at Erving Ppaer Mill; Out of Control Subject 

Tuesday, 3/27 7:50 p.m. Call to keep ,mder the influence of 
10:35 p.m. Fire at Erving the peace at Old State alcohol, reckless opera-
Paper Mill. Assisted on Road residence. tion of a motor vehicle, 
scene. Friday, 3/30 and marked lanes viola-

for unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, defec-
tive equipment, and a 
straight warrant on Route 
2. 
Wednaday, 3/28 
7:50 a.m. Assisted 

Northfield police with 
warrant arrest on Millers 
Falls Road. 

I I :30 .m. Arrest of tions at the Route 2 

, orno 

inspection sticker, operat­
ing a motor vehicle with 
a suspended license, and 
a warrant, at Pratt Street 
in Ervingside. 

~.4/31 
3:07 a.m. Arrest of 

o ense o 
for thin:l 

operating 

bypass. 
Sunday,4/1 
7:30 p.m. Out of control 
subject at Old State Road 
residence. Transported 
san1e to Franklin Medical 
Center for evaluation. 

Monday,4/2 
7:30 p.m. Arrest of 

for a 
warrant on Route 2. 
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diana722: bathtub. 
theresam: what street is it on? 
diana722: penn. how are u 

feeling? 
theresam: ok. better now. 

yeah, i'll come to phila. can u 
make the appointment? 

diana 72 2: ah'eady made it just 
in case. 

She's a good actor. I hope that 
our exchange fools the FBI, 
though I think probably they will 
know that something is up. 

It occurs to me that I can get 
rid of the doppelganger while I 
am in Philadelphia. Then I can go 
back to having a n01mal life with 
nothing to hide from the FBI. It's 
so simple, I am swprised I didn't 
think of it sooner. 

I will definitely take Friday off 
from work. 

- Continued Next Issue 

TOWN OP IBVERETI 
PUBucHEARING 

A public hearing will be held at 

the Leverett Town Hall 

on Thursday, April 12th, 2012 

at 7:00PM 

to discuss proposed changes 

to the "Code of Leverett" 

as follows: 

To add a section to Chapter 78: 

Dogs, which would address the 

outdoor confinement of dogs. 

These proposed changes would 

lorohibit dogs from being chainec 

to any stationary object for more 

than two (2) hours. Dogs could 

be attached to a cable nm or 

enclosed in a pen or fence for up 

to eight (8) hours daily. No dog 

could be kept outside between 

10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a. m. 

The full text of these proposed 

changes is on file at the Town 

Oerk's office. 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work ror your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320. 5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 

info@montaguewebworks.com 

,o .:.w ;,;.., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

:Nina's New Exhibit Opens 
April 5th 

"Fervor from 
the Truth" 

Greenfield ~ Co-operative: db.. 
Bank 

A Great Finandal Partol!.• "" 

BestlocalBank.com 
Reach All Locations 772-0293 

Greenfield • Northfield • Sunderland 
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$ 
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TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

We Know Entertainment 

Steven Therien 
413-522-6035 

www.tntproj net 

* Free Consultation 
* State of the Art Sound 
* Best Music for all Ages 

and Occasions 
* Rental Karaoke System 

Serving the Area for over 30 years Certified • Bonded • Insured :1 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 

28 Momague su.,et 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 
• Safe Combfnations Changed 

Open Thurs. - Sun. 
noon - 6 pm 

SAWMILL 
RIVER 
ARTS 
at the Montague Mill 

(413) 387-7785 

A Fine Art a Craft Gallery 

Nooft 
10% off your purchase when you 
donate a story to the 'Omnium Gatherums' 
story collection project. 

art . craft . design 

Hours: Thurs 4-6 

Fri - Sat 1-6 

125a Avenue A, 
Turners Falls 

413.834.8800 
www.ninasnook.ron 

M.T.L.C .• ~ 
TURNS LAWN CARE 

Spodali:dng in all Otpf..lffl ol Lawn and Prapwfy MointN,anw. 

Located in the Heart of Montague Center. 
"Going Away for Vacation? 

Leave the Lawn Care to Us" 
Rosidentinl & Ccmmminl - luNv lmured 

45 Main Street, PO Box 926, Montague, MA 01351 
Gary Turn, Owner Phone: 367-0230 Cell:522-2563 
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ARTS & ENTERTAIN E N T Unity Park. Bring your own basket. 
Bake sale & cotton candy tool Rain 
or shine. 1 - 2:30 p.m. 

ALL THE TIME: 

EVERY TUESDAY 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Craft 
Night, 7 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Winterland, Greenfield: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m 

EVERY THURSDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Acoustic open mic, with Dan, 
Kip and Shultzy from Curly Fingers 
DuPree hosting. 8:30 to 11 30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 

NOW through MAY 12th 
Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Fervor 
from the Truth. Spiritually 
Obsessive Works by Edite 
Cunha, Gina Vernava and 
more. 

APRIL 13th through 
JUNE 10th 
Gallery at Hallmark, 
Turners Falls: Images from 
the 50's, by Martin 
Karp/us. Opening recep­
tion 4 - 7 p.m. on Friday, 
April 13th. 

LOCAL EVENTS: 

~ Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
i Lindsay Lou & The Flatbellys, 8 
~ pm 

~ Montague Grange Old-time square 
g dance with caller & live music, 7 
; pm 

~ Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls Fervor 
From the Truth, opening reception 
for Obsessively Spiritual Works, a 
new exhibit at Nina's Nook on 
Avenue A 4 - 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 13th 
Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Coffeehouse featur­
ing the Amandla Chorus, 7 p m 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Carrie Ferguson with Darelle 
London, 7 30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: The Ivy Leaf, 8 
pm. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls Home 
Body & Rabbit Rabbit, electro-pop, 
9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Nexus, 9 - 11 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 14th 

EVERY FRIDAY 
THURSDAY, APRIL 5th NRBQ (above) and Lux Delux play at the Shea Theater in 
Montague Public Safety Turners Falls on Thursday, Ap1-il 12th at 7:30 p.m. 

Great Falls 
Discovery 
Center, Turners 
Falls: Terrariums.· 
join us to make a 
miniature habitat 
that fits in a jar! 
Bring any special 
containers, 
plants, or rocks 
that you would 
like to include, 
10:30 a.m. - 12 Burrito Rojo, Turners Falls: Song 

Shop Open Mic, 8 p.m. Complex: Sawmill River p m. 
Restoration, a public meeting Montague Grange: Square dance, 

EVERY FRIDAY and SATURDAY 
Montague Inn TNT Karaoke. 

ART SHOWS: 

NOW through APRIL 
Leverett Library: Photographs from 
the East Leverett Trails. 

Wendell Free Library: fabric arts 
exhibition, Painting with Thread, by 
Helen V Purple of Petersham. 

NOW through APRIL 29th 

regarding the proposed design and old-time music with Put Your Hoe 
methods to restore a portion of the Down and caller Ralph Sweet, 7 -
Sawmill River in Montague that will 10 p.m. 
help reduce erosion and sediment 
loads, improve water quality and Rendezvous, Turners Falls: DJs 
habitat for fish and other wildlife, 7 Tommy TBA and DJ K, 9 30 P m. 
p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls 
Collected Poets Series featuring 
Lea Banks &Jeff Friedman. 7 p.m 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall 
Town String Band, 7:30 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Captain-Salls 
Orchestra, 9-11 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls: 
Caught In the Act, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 8th 
Millers River Environmental Center, 
Athol: Early Birding with Jeff, 7 a.m. 

Montague Grange: Gender Role 
Free Contra, with benefit supper, 4 
- 10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Lenny's Lounge, croonin', free, 6 
pm. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Chinese Folk Arts Workshop, Lively 
and colorful performing arts troupe 
presenting traditional Chinese 
dance and drumming, 3 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Lux Delux with Dan Blakeslee, 7:30 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Sculpture by David 
Flood in the Great Hall. Open 
Fridays & Saturdays, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Relics, 8 -
10 p.m. Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 6th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Drew 
Paton's 1940's Hit Parade, 7 p m 
Free. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls 
Rupert Wates, 8 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill Kath Bloom, 
Arborea, 200 Years, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Equa/ites, 
9-11p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers Falls 
Moose & the High Tops, 9:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls 
Bunwinkies & Chicopee Family 
Moose Project. 9:30 pm 

SATURDAY, APRIL 7th 
Unity Park, Turners Falls: Seventh 
Annual Peter Cottontail's 
Eggstravaganza, for ages 4 - 12. 
Face painting, egg coloring, pic­
tures with Peter Cottontail, & our 
Egg Hunt where kids will have the 
challenge of finding approximately 
5,000 candy & toy-filled eggs in 

LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 

Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11th 
Deja Brew, Wendell: Special craft 
night theme: spinning, 7 - 10 p.m. 

THURSDAY APRIL 12th 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Signature Sounds presents NRBQ 
& Lux Delux, 7:30 p.m. 

Montague Grange Irish Music, 
John Hohl Kennedy & friends, 6 -
10 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Uncle 
Hal's Crabgrass Band, 8 p.m. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: TNT Karaoke, 
8 - 10:30 p.m 

Boswell's Books, Shelburne Falls: 
BosBuzz, Jane Roy Brown, reading 
and discussion, One Writer's 
Garden.· Eudora Welty's Home 
Place, 6 p.m. 

Athol Town Hall: Quest for the 
Eastern Cougar, talk, 7 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill: Tiny Radar 
presents Redwing Blackbird, and 
Bunny's a Swine, 8 p.m. 

Wendell Town Hall Wendell Full 
Moon Coffeehouse, Ray Mason 
Band, 7 30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell Richard 
Chase Group, 9 - 11 pm 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Bluegrass Open Jam, and then 10 
p.m. show, both with Blackjack 
Crossing. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 15th 
Millers River Environmental Center, 
Athol: Early Birding with Jeff, 7 a.m. 

Montague Congregational Church: 
Relay For Life Pancake Breakfast, 
walk is between 8 and 10 a.m., 
three kinds of pancakes. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Sunday Locals, a benefit for the 
Greenfield Dharma House, Katie 
Sachs and the Murmurations, and 
then dance party with OJ Loren 

DVD~ MINI DVD~DVC~VHSNHS 
C/SVHS~BETA~REGULAR/HIGH & 
DIGITAL 8 MM~HOME MOVIES/SLIDES~ 
CD'S/REEL TO REEUS TRACKNVIRE 
AND OTHER FORMATS. 

THE TEXTILE CO. INC. 

WILLIAM & KATHY WHITE LAPINE MULTIMEDIA 
(413-773-7747) 21 MOHAWK TRAIL BOX 259 

GREENFIELD, MA 01301 
LAPINE@VERIZON NET 

Retail Fabric Store 
'° • Cutcon • Silks • Polyesters• Vinyls• Clphulstcry Material -

- \ • Qu.illing Supplies• Patterns • Calicos • Notions 

CA.Sil l!r Clll:'CKS ONLY 

Moo.-Sat. 9-5, Fri. til 8 
PowerSquare (413) 773-7516 .. 

Greenfield 
-~_.._ ... o·L-~~r::rr;rr;;rr-;~;-r;i;;r:i:r:r,r:r:,i:t,~ 
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Halman, starts at 6 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Steve Crow, 
Peter Kim & Joe Fitzpatrick, 
acoustic trio, warped Americana, 
7:30 - 10 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 16th 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bingo, 
free, prizes, 8 p.m. 

t~J.}\ IK1J 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street Turners Falls 
VOLUNTEER and INTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES 
* Teen Center Co.terage: 

Tues - Sat, 2:30 to 6 p.m. 
* Seeking Facilitators & 

Volunteers for the 
Summer Workshop Series 
Contact Erin (413) 863-9576 

emy=@brickhousecommuorg 

Fine Wine 

Friday, 4/6 9 - 11 p.m. 
The Equahtes 

Saturday, 4/7 9 p.m. 
Captain Salls 

Orchestra 
Thurs, 4/12 8 p.m. 

TNT Karaoke 

978-544-BREW 
5 7 A Lockes Village Road 
Next to the W eodell Count,y Store 

www.DejaBrewPUb.com 

~~ 
THURS 4/5 7pm FREE 
FAU TOWN STRING BAIID 

FRI 4/6 first. at 7pm: 

Drew Pa/on 's 1940s Hif Parade 
then. at 9:30: Bunwinldes 

Chicopee Family Moose Project 
lindie/alt/garagel $3 

SAT 4/7 9:30 FREE 
DJs TOMMY TBA & DJK 
IHip-Hop/Pop/edeclical 

SUN 4/8 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

1,,..,rnn, 
lUMSRSN&&S.Ma IDIII...,,.._ 
TE&.i411-ltl•ll61 

Patrick Smith Montague, MA 01351 
CSSL # 100236 
Insured 

The Shedsmith 
Custom Made with 

Local Timber 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor * EASTERN 

• .,:~2i!';~ ~.~!~! I!~~. 
Toll Free 
866-262-5361 

and Vinyl Replacement Windows: 

413-367-2228 
FAX 413-367-2212 

Sheds and Chicken Coops 

Buy Locally 

Todd Muller 
413-77 5-357 5 

theshedsmith@hotmail.com 
www.theshedsmith.com 

Blown Cellulose Insulation • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs• Spray Foam Insulation 

Call Now for Free 
Energy Audit 
413-775-9006 

Bryan G Hobbs 
346 Conway St. 
Greenfield 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK 

BY LESLIE BROWN 
MONTAGUE CITY - After a 
mild and practically snow-free 
winter we are experiencing an 
early sp1ing. Sugaring, the return 
of the early birds, daffodil blos­
soms and bloom on many frnit 
trees have nm about two to three 
weeks ahead of normal, or what­
ever passes for nonnal here in 
New England. 

Just a hundred miles "too far 
N011h" where my sister lives, the 
season is more typical, with more 
snow and fewer days of unusual­
ly warm weather. They are in full 
mud season now. The peeper 
frogs sang for just a few days and 

CLASSIC from page 1 
down, so we let the lyi'ics of 
Davis engulf us. 

Another brave pause, then 
fade into Wendell's Claude 
Monet landscapes, Mother 
Earth's fe1tile beauty in full 
screen glory. By then the audi­
ence was neai· alixious to get the 
show on tl1e road alld finally 
Dawson did so, first mildly and 
tl1en suddenly with shockingly 
adult humor alld camera al1gles. 

Clearly that was not a problem 
for the sold-out Wendell crowd. 
From the first sight of on screen 
hmnans to the last dai1cing angel, 
tl1e crowd roared witl1 laughter, 
tl1ey so enjoyed the show. 

Dawson knew his audience 
and spiced tl1e film witl1 local in­
jokes, references tl1at cracked up 
us outsiders if only because the 
more than 50 people al·ound us 
were laughing so hal·d. There 
were cheers and guffaws dming 
eve1y scene as tl1e Wendellites 
supported tl1eir own. It was a 
love-fest, on-screen alld off, and I 
felt p11vileged to be enclosed in 
such an intimate circle. I imagine 
tllis film will be the talk of the 
town for weeks to come. 

The action neal·ly defies 
description, but the characters 
stal1d out. TI1e gang of poker 
playing pals is sensational, 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION wi~ have a heat wave 
agam. 

G O In fact, I have gone out 
aal.c' 011 a limb and put in sev­

eral rows of pea seed. 
While the soil is not 

now have fallen silent again as walm, it Call be worked, alld peas 
the cold has returned. al'e not afraid of a chill now and 

We southerners returned to a 
week of tme Mal·ch temperatures 
after a couple of ve1y balmy 
weeks. However, my roses have 
leafed out just the same, alld 
since it's been such a diy winter, 
mud season looks to have been 
abbreviated, unless Mother 
Nature plays us for a fool. 

In the gal·den the gal·lic has 
shot up several inches alld defi­
nitely deserves a wate11ng with a 
light fe1tilizer. While I had seed­
ed in lettuce alld spinach last fall, 
no plants emerged, in pa1t 
because there was not much 
snow and little rain to encourage 
the seeds. 

Now I aln planting again, this 
time in eai11est, because leafy 
crops thrive in the cool weather. 
This is the time to plant lettuce, 
spinach alld kale seed if you love 
those crops, also ca1rnts and 
beets, since who knows when we 

delighting viewers botl1 as game 
changers and eye candy. And 
Miss Genevieve should be in 
neon lights batting her lashes at 
us from tl1e higl1est electro1lic 
billboal·ds in Hong Kong, New 
York's Time Square, Tokyo's 
Ginza disti'ict and Blade 
Runner :S-L.A. Hair alld make-up 
eain the Oscar on tllis flick, and, 
yes, I absolutely include the 
boys-to-men Tal·box clan hair 
alld make-up in that award. Don't 
wony, Wendellites: tl1ey'll get 
their own paragraph. This is just 
a transition ... 

'Cause them Tarbox boys are 
quite the lads. That young one 
strikes a delicate balance 
between Mad Max's c11tter kid in 
The Road Warrior and Andy 
Griffith's red headed television 
son - the one who went on to act 
in, direct and produce a range of 
films and television shows from 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
and Curious George, to The 
De Vl.nci Code and Arrested 
Development ( due for a come­
back soon!) No pressure on the 
Talbox fainily, but hey - why 
don't tl1ey keep going witl1 tllis 
movie bit? They're all so good 
they'll only get better. TI1e Caln­
era loved them, the st01y needed 
all three of them, and each of 
those Tal·box actors should have 

then. 
What is the downside of this 

foolliardiness? Well, we often 
have killing frosts well into May, 
and even the hardy pea plal1ts 
will likely not survive those. 

However, the upside is an 
eal·ly crop of sweet gal·den candy 
that will be all the more vigorous 
for starting out with a Val1ety of 
cool alld Walmth, not to mention 
the typical Ap11l showers. And 
we'll be able to enjoy this special 
treat a good two weeks eal'lier 
than usual. 

Worse case, I'll be out a cou­
ple of dollal·s worth of seed and 
will need to start again. 

In the sunroom the tomatoes 
thrive. We staited 40 seeds of 
seven va11eties of tomatoes and 
now have twice as mal1y plal1ts. 
They all sp01t their true leaves 
and al'e three to four inches tall. 

The sweet peppers al·e a bit 

more screen time to slline. 
Their characters, their 

fisticuffs, so ludicrous and 
comic, made them a fun dwnb 
hilltown clal1 on the big screen. 
Congratulations, to the Tarbox's, 
and to tl1e director who signed 
them on - three cheers for 
Wendell's diamonds in the rough. 

Director Dawson and his mot­
ley crew of chal·acters certainly 
had the essentials of hilarity 
down in tllis debut. The pair of 
knockabouts in the other buck 
was fun, too, though their cussing 
and repetitions slowed them 
down. 

Neve11heless, one cannot but 
hope that tllis cast continues to go 
forth and exploit their comic 
veins for cinema gold. 

A sb·ong feminist perspective 
allows the men and boys por­
bc1yed in tllis film to leave the 
complex task of higher order 
tllinking to the on-screen wonder 
women. More celestial thall 
Chal·lie'sAngels, these ladies Call 
handle and execute the big ideas. 
Conceptually, this is Dawson's 
film, and he clearly believes 
women are powerfol. I imagine 
Dawson, after the world premier, 
with llis Goddess beaming down, 
telling him witl1 irony but no sar­
casm, "Dougie, you've come a 
long way, baby." 

T u1'11et·s f' alls 
Pizza Hous~ 
119 Awm-•eA 
S6J~so.:>o 

We-Odiverl 

behind, having sprouted later. 
This is fine since they Call110t be 
put out in the garden until the soil 
is Walm and summery tempera­
tures are established. 

The tomatoes have all been 
transplanted from their staiter 
cells to three inch pots and are 
e1tjoying a ligl1t feeding with sea­
weed emulsion eve1y third 
wate11ng. On smmy days, the 
smuoom often wa1ms to 80 
degrees or so for dUiing the day 
alld cools to 50 or 60 degrees at 
night. This ral1ge mimics what 
these plants will likely expe11-
ence out in the gal·den and does­
n't harm them. 

This should result in hea1ty, 
thick-stemmed plal1ts of ten or 
twelve inches when it is safe to 
plal1t them out in late May. The 
timing for this next step in their 
lives will depend on the prognos­
tication of frosts and on the 
advent of calm, non-windy 
weather. While they Call tolerate 
a little unexpected chill of high 
40s, the tomatoes Call110t handle 
strong winds. 

One yeal· I lost several plal1ts 
from breakage due to a sudden 
change in weather in late May. 

Dawson's film could have 
used a dialogue coach, giving 
more direction to truck cab chat­
ter, but overall, he was 11ght to 
bust the instincts of his actors, 
whose chalacters were a delight. 

And what about the title gals: 
Donna and Alia? They simply 
rock in their roles as scrnppers! 

Well, technically, they are 
rocked by higher beings who 
know how to groove. But wher­
ever Do1ma and Alia's cool 
comes from, it is sublimely mun­
dai1e and artificial, and so plausi­
ble as to cause giggle fits. 

Alia is dorky and studly; she is 
absmd behind the wheel; and her 
command during conflict is 
unquestionable. She is so funny, 
alld what a super mama she turns 
out to be! 

And, Oh-h-h, Donna, with her· 
ah·eady pe1fect nails, is the defi-
1lition of lal1guid on a sUIIllner·'s 
day. We see a believable inte1pre­
tation of a well loved woman 
who adores her life to tl1e fullest 
extent she knows how. Who 
wouldn't Wallt to buy French 
imp01ts for Doll11a 's picnic bas­
ket, or give her a lift into a big­
wheeled buck? That pair of 
dames is quite a pair. 

Speaking of bucks, tl1ey are 
the fun-loving co-stars, alld they 
would satisfy any pick-up lover. 
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This shouldn't be a problem this 
season as I'll never get ten or 
twelve plal1ts in all at once. 
There should be plenty to spare. 
We plal1 to grow extra fruit to 
share and give away plal1ts to 
fi'iends and neighbors. 

Speaking of transitions, after 
our retm11 from South of the 
Border and the resultant nostal­
gia, we have now resettled into 
ow· northern home routines. We 
have bm11ed b1ush, attended pan­
cake breakfasts on two occa­
sions, enjoyed the symp of the 
season, and feasted on sugar on 
snow at a hill town church sup­
per. We have hiked in the soften­
ing mud and sometimes ice 
glazed woodlands. We have 
wom sh01ts alld sal1dals as well 
as turtle-necks alld warm slacks. 
We have both paid the chimney 
sweep for a sp1ing cleal1-up, alld 
then, as the sleet and wet snow 
fell, resumed fires in the wood­
stove. 

In short, we are back in New 
England alld al·e comfo1tably set­
tled in to the fainiliar. That does­
n't meall that we haven't also 
begun plalming for next winter's 
excursion soutl1. 

Big, red, shiny, full of real fire­
fighters alld, well, scrnp metal -
tl1ese bucks al·e the Millennium 
Falcon and Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bal1g of tllis break-out hit of the 
modem day sci-fi-mythological­
high-jinx-infomercial-sit-com­
action-Gaia-praise genre. 

There is no glut in tl1e market 
for what Dawson has orchesb-at­
ed, alld I do hope he sticks to his 
ope1ling 1light promise: "Yes, 
tl1ere will be a sequel." 

Wendell's homegrown proves 
once again to be a unique kind in 
Franklin Comity. 

A quick post-sc11pt: I believe I 
witnessed folks being turned 
away at tl1e door for the first 
show, and later learned both 
viewings were sold-out. Because 
tl1ere is dire need for the entire 
Wendell, Montague, and 
Franklin County community to 
see tllis film, there will be anotl1-
er showing of Donna and Alia go 
Scrapping at the Deja Brew pub 
on Tuesday, April 10th. A recep­
tion, with cash bar, begins at 7:00 
p.m. and the free film (with a 
suggested $3 donation, to benefit 
the Friends of the Wendell 
Meetinghouse alld the Wendell 
Fire Depaltment) sta1ts promptly 
at 8:00. Get tl1ere eai·ly, folks. 
Tllis is o~e you do not I~ 
want to IlliSS. ~ 

GREENFIELD 

SOLHR STORE 

413-863-9S00 • loottheshop.com Grinders • Dinners • Beer & \Nine 
open 7 days • 41 years on the Ave Jf s Piz~ Time! 

4].3•772•3122 
Actv1ce,, v~, nk /n:r~ 

62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Qr·d Jol111rw11. CRcnOfo:1 
ABR, CRG, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41 '3-[;(1'3-9736 • Geri Johnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residenli'1 SpedalistJ 

,o of all REALTORS hold this prestigiM cleignalion. 
Sis my b.ldge of cx,:ertiseand )OUr ~\ield of 
I!. Pul )OUr trust in the best to get 1ht job done. 
b:,ying, selling or rcfcrrilg, always choose 

S W Y'«l':~inroull!'r. 

66 French King Hwy,, Gill 
ltlSl■IIIID (413) 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO~ 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

Thc~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now serufn9 Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road, Gill, MA 413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
mas,iepizza.mm 

JI Bank Row, Gild. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 




