
By PATRICIA PRUITT

TURNERS FALLS – It’s 
Monday, April 1: April Fools Day. 
Walking down to Avenue A I realize 
I still can’t imagine how DiPaolo’s 
could close. I read the Recorder
article in Saturday’s March 30 issue. 
I know closing is a fact. I want 
to talk to owner Denise DiPaolo 

who, along with the great cooking 
of Chef Hilton Dottin, created an 
artfully appointed space out of a 
near-derelict, cave-like building 
back in 2005, opening in 2006 to 
great appreciation from all who 
ventured in to give it a try. 

Now at the door of the Ristorante, 
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These week-old turkey polts stared calmly, quietly, at our visiting photographer. 
Diemand Farm, of  Wendell, has been exploring new business strategies since scaling back their egg production. 

When they shear their sheep, the wool goes to a statewide wool cooperative called Baaay State Blanket, where it is carded and spun 
in Millbury and woven in Grafton. Scarves and blankets made from the wool are available at their farm store. 

Peter Diemand has also been making beautiful, functional wooden bowls for sale at the store. 
Visit Diemand Farm at 126 Mormon Hollow Road, Mondays through Saturdays.

April: 
Life Emerges
Anew From Its Shell DiPaolo’s rooster surveys the view from home.

Portrait of the Closing of 
DiPaolo’s Ristorante

By SHIRA HILLEL 

SHELBURNE FALLS – 
On Saturday, March 23, 
people filled Memorial Hall 
to see the Pothole Pictures 
screening of Bully, the 2012 
documentary about one of the 
most important educational 
and social issues of our time. 

Following the film, one 
of the filmmakers together 
with staff and students from 
Mohawk Trail Regional High 
and Middle School led a 
panel discussion about efforts 
to curtail bullying in their 
community. Cynthia Lowen, 
writer and producer of Bully, 
Lynn Dole, Mohawk Trail 
principal, assistant principal 
Joey Kotright-Clark, and 
students such as Tyler Jenkins, 
a junior at Mohawk Trail, 
were among the panelists. 

Many people feel that 
kid-on-kid malevolence has 
become a kind of epidemic, 
given the prevalence of cyber-
bullying and, in particular, 
the unnerving stories of teen 
suicide that have dominated 
the headlines in recent years. 

Audience member Dagen 
Julty commented, “Kids 
reflect the larger society, and 
they learn early on that might 
is right.” 

Kotright-Clark said, “We 
live in America – we have 
a bully culture. This is a 
constant battle.”

We are never too young 
to experience angst and 
alienation, certainly when 
suffering mental, emotional 
and physical abuse and 
powerlessness against 
degradation. Bullied victims 

often endure daily teasing, 
repeated put downs, frequent 
harassment, humiliation, 
intimidation, various forms 
of threats, physical assaults 
and are victims of vicious 
rumors and social exclusion.  

According to a 2011 report 
by the National Education 
Association, approximately 
160,000 teens skip school 
every day because of bullying. 
And 1 in 7 students in grades 
K-12 is either a bully or a 
victim of bullying.

The tragedy of young 
people driven to suicide by 
bullying, sometimes called 
“Bullycide,” has become 
an altogether too familiar 
association with the subject. 
The 2010 death of Phoebe 
Prince in South Hadley made 
lawmakers take notice, and 
spurred national dialogue. 
The “It Gets Better” 
campaign that focuses on 
LGBT youth after the 2010 
suicide of Rutgers University 
freshman, Tyler Clementi, 
gained national prominence 
and was even backed by 
President Barack Obama and 
First Lady Michelle Obama. 

Cyber bullying, bullying 
in an online environment, 
is another aspect of this 
problem. According to 
Kotright-Clark, “Of the cases 
I’ve seen, the overwhelming 
majority happen online or 
have an online component to 
it.” He and his staff grapple 
with the question of how 
to teach appropriate online 
communication.

The extreme loneliness 
and anxiety experienced 
by victims is one of the 

most painful consequences 
of bullying, and has been 
documented to lead to PTSD, 
which many never fully 
recover from. It is also, in 
some ways, a cause of it, 
since it is almost always 
socially isolated children 
(the new kid, the fat kid, the 
gay kid, the sexually active 
kid, the strange kid, the 
weak kid) who are singled 
out and become targets for 
mistreatment. Adults often 
fail to protect their vulnerable 
charges. 

When asked why bullies 
bully, kids on the panel said 
that bullies are not happy. 
They can’t regulate their 
emotions, and take out their 
frustrations on others. They 
reasoned kids get into middle 
school and feel uneasy in this 
new transition. They tease 
each other and while they are 
“kind of joking,” it may go 
too far. Their motivation is 
to say, “I’m cooler than you 
– I’m top dog.” But while 
the research does show a 
correlation between bullying 
and aggressive personalities 
and the desire for social 
power, bullies have many 
different motivations, and 
there is no one reason for the 
behavior. 

In spite of its title, the 
documentary film is really 
about the victims, their 
parents and the grown-ups in 
charge who let them down. 
Filmmakers Lee Hirsch and 
Cynthia Lowen chose as their 
subjects five youths from 
different parts of the country, 

Bully
photo courtesy of thebullyproject.com
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By SHIRA HILLEL

TURNERS FALLS – The 
wave of theft that has plagued 
downtown businesses in 
Turners Falls this winter has 
now spread to affect service 
providers as well. 

Sometime between 
Saturday night, April 23 
and Sunday morning, April 
24, The Brick House was 
broken into and burglarized. 
Among the items stolen were 
several staff laptops, musical 
instruments from the teen 
center (bass guitars and a 
midi keyboard), an audio 
mixer, and a bass amplifier.

The Brick House, a 
community center on Third 
Street that runs a teen drop-
in center, hosts community 
events and workshops, 
and connects many other 
resources and services to 
people around town, offers 
its programs free of cost. 
Every year, they serve over 

250 youth and over 100 
adults, primarily residents 
of Montague’s five villages, 
Gill, Erving, and Greenfield.

According to Jared Libby, 
the Brick House’s director of 
operations, “The equipment 
from the recording studio 
– stuff teen participants use 
regularly – hurts more than 
the laptops, because that 
impacts our ability to provide 
programs and services. The 
missing mixing board means 
we can’t have music shows.

“We aim to provide an 
open space. We want to give 
people use of our stuff. So, 
it feels violating to just have 
the stuff taken,” said Libby.

In its written statement 
about the crime, the 
organization describes the 
loss as “particularly difficult, 
since the theft of musical 
instruments and sound gear 
means a direct impact on our 
youth participants, who used 
this equipment daily.”

“We can’t replace all the 
equipment until at least July 
1st, when the new fiscal year 
starts. We didn’t budget for 
these losses,” continued 
Libby. They are hoping to 
get some money back from 
their insurance after their 
deductible has been met.

Libby said that the 
Montague police have 
been very helpful. He also 
said, “We are lucky to have 
neighbors that look out for us. 
They’ve called us in the past 
when they’ve seen suspicious 
people. About five years ago, 
the last time we were broken 
into, our neighbors called the 
police and the burglars were 
caught.” 

The organization is asking 
for help replacing the items, 
either through donations of 
money or of equipment. 

They will also take a “no 
questions asked” policy 
toward the return of any 
stolen items.

The Brick House runs a teen center and hosts community events in the old firehouse on 3rd Street.

Brick House Break-In
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The Poetry Page
Poetry Page Edited By Patricia Pruitt

design by Claudia Wells

The editors would like to 
thank the following for 
their generous financial 
underwriting of The 
Poetry Page:

Klondike Sound,  
Green Fields Market, 

Montague Dental Arts, Dr. Robert Koolkin, 
Carlin Barton, and Michael Muller. 

Readers are invited to send poems to the Montague Reporter at 58 4th Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376;
or email us your poetry at poetry@montaguereporter.org.

{
The Quickening

A life moves like a river

Swiftly at first, swollen of the spring freshets

To ease, only a bit 

Past variegated verdant summer pastures washed in endless hues of celadon, primrose, auramine 

And in its time on to the quiet rhythm of autumn days, the near silent ripple of the rising perch 

kissing the shores that nurture the wisdom of old growth stands of oak, cedar and hemlock

Finally to return to a frozen stop on the clearest longest night under a harvest of December stars,

Betelgeuse, the sisters Pleiades, Saiph and Bellatrix in Orion, the dog star Sirius,  
Capella, Aldebaran, the fiery eye of the Bull in Taurus

This journey will bring a change of view, a cloud will die, a flower will grow, a leaf released 

But, never as a loss, only to renew 

And so, as it should be, listening and waiting...always

The sugar sap lingering in the root of the winter maple 

The crocus hidden just below the thin pearled carpet, soft of the late winters’ hold

A life, ready for the next thaw 

To quicken at the first cry of a newborn child

— Joe Graveline

Northfield

I Am Connected To Nature

I am here,

With nature.

I lean against the tree,

Planted when I was

Born.

The whistling wind gently pushes

Me from side to side,

Side to side.

I shiver, 

And hug the tree,

Planted when I was born.

I am with nature,

With the world.

Nothing, 

Nobody can break through

The bubble connecting me

To nature.

I am here

In this world,

With nature.

— Ella Bathory-Peeler

Gill

Little lost — Just a Bit

Little (a bit) lost in the moment

We journey through life.

We gain and we lose a bit.

Little lost for the moment

With each step we leave one foot

In the past, the other in the future.

Walking through leaves parts behind

For a short bit of time

We are in two places at once.

— Elizabeth Freeman 

Montague

The Circle

The depth of night

Of night leaves

One to depart

Into day to move

Into night again into

Humid day

Chance is not broken

Fan leaves cool skin

Turns in a circle

— Elizabeth Freeman 

Montague

The Naming

 

Sure an independent angel

Fell from out the skies one day.

And she landed in Massachusetts 

On a farm quite far away.

When other angels found her,

She looked so sweet and fair,

They said, “Suppose we leave her.

She looks so fitting there.”

 

So they sprinkled her with stardust

To make the Yankee in her grow.

You’ll find no one quite like her

No matter where you go.

And when the angels finished,

she looked so keen and grand.

What you suppose they called her?

Sure they called her Diane.

 

— Richard Andersen

Montague

Richard Anderson is a professor 
of writing and literature at 
Springfield College and designated 
“outstanding teacher.” He is 
perhaps part angel himself.
Ella Bathory- Peeler, age 11, is 
a student who naturally enjoys 
writing poetry twelve months a 
year. 
Elizabeth Freeman is an 
independent business owner and 
poet with a cat named Buster 

living in Montague Center.
Joe Graveline is a lifelong resident 
of Franklin County and has always 
lived next to a river. In addition 
to being a singer and songwriter, 
Joe is president of Nolumbeka, 
a native American organization. 
Nolumbeka means ‘quiet water 
between the rapids’.
Patricia Pruitt is hoping more of 
you poets will send in a poem or 
two for the Poetry Page.
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