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More To Share: Bicycle Advocates
Lend A Hand On Dangerous Road

By CHRISTOPHER  
SAWYER-LAUÇANNO

TURNERS FALLS – The idea 
for an exhibition focusing on the 
former Railroad Salvage building 
in Turners Falls began last year 
when local artists Nina Rossi and 
Barbara Milot discovered that both 
of them had a passion for the now-
crumbling edifice. 

Both had been photograph-
ing and sketching the building for 
years. “Our approaches were dif-
ferent,” said Milot, “but our focus 
was the same.”  

Rossi elaborated further: “We 
thought an exploration of our twin 
artistic relationships to this build-
ing would be a great idea for a 

Turners-centric exhibit. Anne Har-
ding joined the project, contribut-
ing her amazing research skills to 
reveal its colorful past.”

The result of this collaboration 
between the three Turners Falls art-
ists, entitled Welcome to Railroad 
Salvage, opens this week in the 
Great Hall of the Great Falls Dis-
covery Center with a reception on 
September 13 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Anne Harding will give a talk at 
2:30 p.m. that day about the past of 
this iconic building from its begin-
nings as the Griswold Cotton Mill, 
to its evolution into two differ-
ent department stores, to its sorry 
and sad state of decline in the last 
years.

By Celia Bales

MONTAGUE CENTER – Circus has an 
array of strange sounds, particularly when it’s 
the Traveling Rhubarb Circus (TRC). If you 
were to pause outside the old barn where the 
circus is based, you’d find quite the cacopho-
ny. Pyramids fall, fabric rustles, joints creak 
and performers laugh and shout in equal mea-
sure. 

TRC is not about competition; it is about 
community, and putting together something 
amazing with the sheer will and cooperation 
of a bunch of kids in a barn. The performers 
argue, and make mistakes, and have bad days, 
but somehow through the chaos, they’ve cre-
ated something they’re proud of. 

Lucia Mason, 15, the founder and direc-
tor of the circus, manages the challenge with 
remarkable patience.

Audio storytelling is Karen Warner’s pas-
sion. As professor of sociology at Goddard 
College, she is intrigued by the TRC’s youth-
ful energy and way of working together. So, 
this summer, she brought her microphone to 
the barn and captured some of these unique 
voices during practice sessions.

Settled in with her recorder and patience, 
Karen asked performers what was special 
about the Traveling Rhubarb Circus. 

“It’s about doing circus arts, about giving 
us a way to create our own thing and being 
leaders,” responded Miette Muller, 17, who is 
the producer and publicist of the troupe. 

“Our circus is made up entirely of people 
under the age of 17, and we do all of our pro-
ducing and directing and choreographing. We 
have about a dozen kids who are performers 
and do all the backstage tech stuff.”

This year, TRC branched out, and began 
giving performances outside the annual pro-
duction in the fall. 

“We were invited by Deb Lane at River 

Valley Day Camp in Deerfield to come and 
perform for their last day of camp in August,” 
said Muller. “Since it was at a school, we 
could set up the trapeze and fabric and per-
form some aerial acts, along with some floor 
acts. 

“After the performance, we split the kids 
up into groups, and they all had a chance 
to try different circus arts. It was really fun 
watching the kids climb on the fabric and try 
out clowning.” 

The troupe also performed at Greenfield 
Savings Bank and on Old Home Days, along 
with a few other events.

“Now we’re actually living up to our 
name,” interjected Solena Davidson-Car-
roll, who first joined TRC in 2012 at age six. 
“We’re a traveling circus!”

In the summer, TRC applied for a grant 

Larkin Christie and Bella Lattanzi demonstrate 
the lyra, which the troupe recently purchased using 

a Massachusetts Cultural Council grant.

see circus page A6

By MIKE JACKSON

GREENFIELD – When 
Andy Toomajian heard that 
the Greenfield Area Bicycle 
Coalition was going to be 
cleaning up the road over the 
ridge, he knew what he would 
be doing that Saturday. 

“It’s not even fun to go on 
when you’re in a car,” said 
Toomajian, who makes the 
commute from Turners Falls 
across the White Bridge and 
up Greenfield’s Turners Falls 
Road, a steep and winding 
climb notoriously lacking 
in a sidewalk or, at points, a 
shoulder. “There’s not a lot of 
ways to get between the two 
[towns] on bike or on foot.”

So Toomajian, Jessie Gro-

neman, and their son Llewyn 
showed up to join the ad hoc 
road crew as it cut back brush, 
shoveled and swept up sand 
and gravel along the edges of 
the pavement, and collected 
trash and debris. 

Llewyn said the group had 
picked up “all sorts of stuff,” 
adding that the largest piece 
of trash he encountered was 
a piece of metal, and that the 
grossest was a diaper. 

Wearing safety vests on 
loan from Greenfield’s DPW, 
and under the protection of 
a police detail, the Bicycle 
Coalition members and their 
supporters made it a little 
more than halfway up the hill 
in the hot sun before calling 
it a day. 

Though the road remained 
narrow when the work was 
done, it was a very visible 
first public action for the Co-
alition.

“There’s no shoulder, and 
I don’t think there’s going to 
be any in my lifetime,” said 
Rocky Perham, who uses the 
route nearly every day, “April 
first to December first,” as he 
cycles from his Greenfield 
home to work in the Airport 
Industrial Park.

“It’s a little sketchy,” he 
said. “My biggest concern is 
a little section just above the 
quarry on the downhill side, 
where I have to be like 4 feet 
out, away from the white line, 
in order to not chip teeth.”

“We want to work with 
motorists to try to make it 
safer for everyone,” said Al-
den Booth of Gill, one of the 
Coalition’s founders and a 
director of MassBike Pioneer 
Valley. “Bicyclists have the 
right to be in the road, es-
pecially when it’s dangerous 
like this, and it’s narrow.” 

Booth spoke of the need 
for signage and public educa-
tion to encourage road shar-
ing, wide passing, and “let-
ting people know that they 
can cross the yellow line to 
pass a bicyclist -- a lot of 
people don’t realize that.”

Acknowledging that this 
road sharing can lead to ani-
mosity, Booth advised his The Greenfield Area Bicycle Coalition and friends did what they 

could to make Turners Falls Road a little safer for all travelers. see bikes page A4

By PATRICIA PRUITT

At the August 19 meeting of the 
Gill Montague Regional School 
District, Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan presented goals, visions 
and values for the district. 

The GMRSD is at the beginning 
of its second school year under the 
direction of Sullivan, and a seem-
ingly tireless team of administra-
tive staff and frontline teachers. The 
invigorated district has taken on a 
great deal of work during Sullivan’s 
first year. 

This has included ongoing ef-
forts to articulate a district vision, 
mission statement, and core values 
and beliefs, as well as a district 
motto. The goal of this visioning 
process has been to understand how 
the district sees itself, as well as its 
mission, values and responsibility 
to and for students.

To that end, a “visioning work-
shop” was first held in June with 
school committee members, prin-

cipals, and other staff. Sullivan was 
the scribe at the white board, trying 
to keep up with the suggestions and 
revisions coming from the floor. 

This became the rough draft 
which was then revisited in August, 
and brought before the school com-
mittee at its August 19 meeting, 
where the school motto underwent 
yet another revision.

In its final iteration the District 
Motto is: “Building the Bridge to 
Success.”

 The district vision of itself is that 
of a “community that empowers ev-
ery student for continuous learning, 
active citizenship, and personal ful-
fillment.”  

To achieve this lofty goal, the 
district mission states that the means 
of realizing the vision is through 
“challenging and supporting every 
student to succeed through strong 
leadership, community engagement, 
and excellent teaching.”  

While the hows and whys of im-
see gmrsd page A6

Discovery Center Hosts 
Railroad Salvage Art Show

Nina Rossi’s painting of  Railroad Salvage in decline.

see salvage page A5

Erving to Hold 
Special Town 
Meeting on 
September 15
By KATIE NOLAN

The Erving selectboard has 
scheduled a special town meeting 
on September 15 at 7 p.m. at town 
hall. Originally scheduled for June 
30, that special town meeting had to 
be cancelled due to incorrect post-
ing. This meeting takes up the same 
money articles as before. 

The warrant includes nine ar-
ticles that seek to transfer $253,000 
from existing budget line items to 
cover expenses at the former Inter-
national Paper site and the former 
Usher Plant, purchase of a Ford 
F550 truck, completion of Church 
Street and North Street road work 
and other items. 

It also includes an article asking 
approval of a 10-year contract with 
Montague for treatment of waste-
water at Erving’s wastewater treat-
ment plant.

The articles are:
1 – Transfer a total of $29,046.69 

from town hall emergency genera-
tor, senior center emergency gen-
erator, and Route 2 re-location legal 
expenses appropriations to fund 
mothballing, professional services, 
engineering, and planning expenses 
at the former International Paper 
site on Paper Mill Road.

see ERVING page A3
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Pitching In ... Without Burning Out

see GUEST ED next page

Letter to the Editors

guest editorial

Reflecting on the history of 
Turners Falls, as many of us are do-
ing this month, inevitably leads to 
taking stock of its present state. 

Ours is not a simple little town. 
Talk of a post-industrial “renais-
sance” or “resurgence” only gets at 
a part of the picture. 

Artists, musicians, craftspeople, 
and entrepreneurs are slowly accu-
mulating in Franklin County, and 
they enrich our lives, but the steady 
loss of living-wage jobs and the ex-
perience of multi-generational pov-
erty are not often enough addressed 
by what they can provide.

Our village center in Turners 
is beautiful, with flowers teeming 
from planters, art out on display, 
a freshly rebuilt bridge and park, a 
bike path and community gardens. 
Yet so far, few anchor employers 
have taken the bait.

The change is real, and it is posi-
tive, but it is frustratingly slow. And 
at its heart is the work of hundreds 
of volunteers.

In fact, one thing that gives us 
an advantage over so many old mill 
towns in the Northeast is that we 
are part of a town, and a county, in 
which there is a remarkable ethic of 
quiet, dedicated volunteerism.

When people ask us what we 
love about Turners Falls, this is 
what we point to. There is change 
and development, but it isn’t driven 
by out-of-town investors seeking to 
turn a profit on a boom. 

The sort of abrupt and shallow 
rebirth seen when a neighborhood 
or town becomes trendy these 
days can be a catastrophe in and 
of itself, bringing with it a surge 
in rents, hostilities between neigh-
bors, new forms of crime and the 
fear of displacement – not to men-
tion the hangover and decline once 
the trend-seekers have moved on 
to greener, more “up and coming” 
pastures.

The great promise of Turners 
Falls is that so many of us who live 
downtown, and throughout Mon-
tague and its surrounding towns, 
share a vision of broad civic partic-
ipation shaping the village’s future. 
And in this respect, slow but steady 
wins the race.

Backed by unusually generous 
local businesses, churches, and 
clubs, and supported by a sympa-
thetic town government, those who 
put their free time into commu-
nity improvement are the village’s 
greatest asset.

Some quietly take the initiative 
and act: pick up trash along the 
roadside, plant flowers in our park-

ing lots, set up ramps in parking 
lots for kids to skateboard. 

Others volunteer with organiza-
tions, teach workshops at the librar-
ies, senior center or Brick House, 
or give presentations at the bank or 
Discovery Center. 

A great many pour time and en-
ergy into helping out around the 
Gill-Montague schools, including 
in sports and music programs, the 
Gill-Montague Education Fund 
and the Community-School Part-
nership. 

A few brave souls are ambitious 
enough to organize parades, block 
parties, festivals, soapbox derbies 
and fashion shows.

More than a few get roped into 
the lower echelons of Montague 
town government, putting in years 
of diligent work on appointed or 
ad hoc committees, including con-
sultative ones like the streetscape, 
skate park, community garden, and 
civic center committees.

And our community theater, 
cable access station, community 
newspaper, and community cen-
ter – the Brick House isn’t just for 
teens – all aspire to provide space 
and platforms for greater public in-
volvement.

The administration of these non-
profits is difficult and thankless, 
since they are ideally infrastruc-
ture for others to use: the energy 
committee writes a column for the 
newspaper; public transportation 
activists meet at the Brick House; 
the Shea hosts events for RiverCul-
ture. 

But not everyone has time to be 
a super-volunteer. Change is slow, 
and most people are just trying to 
live. There are always going to 
be setbacks: loss of funding, busi-
nesses closing, personal tragedies, 
continued struggle with addiction 
and violence in town.

And here’s where this ambitious 
project of civic revival can start to 
go sour. 

Projects and organizations are 
begun more often than they are 
properly finished, so they tend to 
multiply. The limited time of our 
volunteer corps is gradually pulled 
toward administrative matters. 

Some, wanting to put their all 
into this work but needing to pay 
the bills, become quasi-volunteer 
staffers at nonprofits, and neigh-
bors who once worked side by side 
become unpaid management and 
their underpaid staff – a recipe for 
resentment in both directions. 

When there are too few hands 
on deck, boards of directors recruit 

from the same pool of usual sus-
pects, and expert volunteers find 
themselves wearing too many hats. 

Organizations focused on re-
cruiting volunteers onto their 
boards might not, unless they have 
volunteer coordinators on staff, do 
a good job at broadening their bas-
es of support.

A newspaper or television sta-
tion straining to cover the adminis-
trative arcana of town government, 
week in and week out, might not 
have time to attract and train new 
amateur journalists and filmmak-
ers who would submit more lively 
content.

Burnout and frustration can ul-
timately give way to factionalism 
and in-fighting. Small towns may 
be famously conducive to feuds, 
but when community involvement 
itself starts to feel like a political 
arena, it can become a deterrent 
from participation.

We might like to think “if we 
build it, they will come,” but this is 
rarely the case – merely leaving the 
front door open is only enough to 
attract folks already actively pro-
moting their pet causes.

And when these barriers to out-
reach  are present, we sometimes 
compound the problem by ask-
ing more volunteers to participate 
in more decisions, in a misguided 
attempt to seem more democratic 
and empowering.

Plenty of folks want to help their 
neighborhood, or even just get ac-
tive in public and meet people. 
They shouldn’t have to sit through 
meetings to do any of that. And 
they certainly shouldn’t have to be-
come members of anything.

Turners Falls, in particular, has 
a remarkable diversity of new ar-
rivals, continually bringing a wide 
range of skills, experience and 
fresh perspective to our town. 

This is a blessing, and while we 
also need the insight of longtime 
residents, newcomers shouldn’t 
have to wade through a labyrinth of 
personalities, committees, jargon, 
acronyms and petty drama before 
they feel welcome to contribute to 
their new home.

Let’s not lose sight of what al-
ready sets this town apart. We will 
measure its ongoing revitalization 
not by how much money new ar-
rivals have in their wallets, but by 
our ability to make them part of our 
community.

So, who wants to join the wel-
coming committee?

Running for 
Erving Selectboard

SAWYER-LAUÇANNO ILLUSTRATION

My name is George-Moonlight 
Davis. My wife, Morning Star 
Chenven, and I live in Erving. I 
have lived here for five years, and 
for many more years in Franklin 
County.

I am one of three candidates run-
ning for selectboard in Erving. I 
am running for the third seat on the 
board because I want to become an 
active part of this wonderful town 
that we live in. I would like to give 
back to my community some of 
what it has given me.

I am a father and grandfather, 
have served in the Navy, and have 
attended Greenfield Community 
College and UMass-Amherst. I 
have worked in the fields of educa-
tion, healthcare and the arts. 

I would like to help unify Erv-
ing, which now has some divisions 
amongst its citizens. I have experi-
ence in bringing people with dif-
fering opinions together, to better 
understand each others’ points of 
view. 

I want to listen to Erving’s towns-

people, its families, business own-
ers, and those who serve in govern-
ment. My door will be open to hear-
ing the needs and wishes of all.

I’d like to interest the Erving 
community in becoming more in-
volved with the issues that our town 
faces. My aim is to have more trans-
parency in our town government, so 
that people can better participate in 
decisions that are important to their 
lives. 

I want to preserve the environ-
ment, history and traditions of Er-
ving, as well as encourage forward 
thinking to benefit the town.

I think that I can bring new ideas 
to Erving that will enliven and unify 
the community. Let us put aside our 
differences and come together as a 
community seeking well being for 
all our citizens.

I hope that you will make your 
vote count on October 7 and elect 
me as your next selectman.

George-Moonlight Davis
Erving

By NANCY FOLBRE

MONTAGUE CENTER – 
Many of us living in areas of Mon-
tague with no access to broadband 
have been looking hopefully toward 
Leverett as its municipal initiative 
to offer high-speed internet access 
to all its residents moves forward. 

Up here on Chestnut Hill, we are 
not densely packed enough to make 
it profitable for Comcast to sign us 
up, but because most of the town is 
privately served, we’re not eligible 
for state assistance. 

With help from our state repre-
sentatives we are exploring a Dis-
trict Improvement law that could 
offer public provision in our neigh-
borhood, essentially imposing a 
small property tax increase on our-
selves that would allow us to piggy-
back in a very cost-effective way on 
the new Leverett system. We’re also 
interested in any other options that 
could help us solve the problem.

Since the precedents are unclear, 
this process seems to be moving 

along more slowly than an intermit-
tent dial-up connection. 

Sitting here, on hold, I am learn-
ing more and more about the eco-
nomics of broadband. I have learned 
that some of our neighbors are likely 
to move out of town if we can’t get 
high-speed internet. I have learned 
that others are fearful the service 
would not be worth the small tax 
increase required. 

Yet I have also gained confidence 
that everyone in our neighborhood 
would benefit, and that the town of 
Montague could use our proposed 
project as testing ground for an ini-
tiative that could boost local eco-
nomic development. 

Broadband is a pocketbook issue 
for everyone. Many people work-
ing in the high-tech sector literally 
can’t work from home without it, 
even if they fork out a large amount 
of money for alternative satellite or 
cellular data connections (which are 
not feasible for all locations). 

Small business owners and 

Outside Broadband Land

Back to School!

This week’s Montague Reporter 
was made possible by Brian 
from About Face Computing, 

who dropped what he was doing 
on Wednesday to pull apart the 

managing editor’s computer 
and install a new power supply 

so the thing would turn on. 

We once again encourage 
our readers to patronize their 
fine business, located on the 

corner of Avenue A and Fourth 
Street in Turners Falls.  

They are the best sort 
of volunteers.
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Compiled by Don Clegg

Free introduction to “Flourish at 
50+” on Friday, September 5, from 9 
to 10 a.m. at The Movement Studio, 
24 Third Street, Turners Falls. Flour-
ish at 50+  is a movement class that 
improves posture, builds strength, 
offers special stretching routines 
and relaxation skills, in stress-free, 
enjoyable ways that will make you 
feel good. 

Everyone is welcome. Space is 
limited. Please pre-register with Lisa 
Enzer. (413) 367-2658 or lisa.en-
zer@gmail.com.

Come greet, meet and be dazzled 
by Frye Angel. Megan Thompson 
magically transforms herself into 

Frye Angel as she performs with fire 
on the front lawn of Greenfield Sav-
ings Bank, Turners Falls on Satur-
day, Sept 6, at 10 a.m. 

After the live event (weather per-
mitting), come and join Thompson 
inside for some background history, 
discussion and questions.

Cracking the Codes: The Sys-
tem of Racial Inequality is a free 
film presentation  by Shakti Butler, 
with facilitated conversation on Sat-
urday, September 6, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. (doors open at 9:30) at 
the First Congregational Church, 43 
Silver Street, Greenfield.

With moving stories from racial 
justice leaders, this film is designed 
to deepen and shift the framing of 

racial disparities, moving viewers to 
an understanding that institutional 
and structural inequities, and not 
individual issues, are the core prob-
lem. The conversation will be fa-
cilitated by Kara McLaughlin of the 
Gill-Montague Community School 
Partnership and Rachel Stoler of the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov-
ernment’s Partnership for Youth.

To reserve childcare or for more 
information, email@massslavery-
apology.org. 

“Song Buffet” featuring award-
winning singer-songwriters Car-
rie Ferguson, Heather Pierson and 
Caroline Cotter, will perform on 
Saturday, September 6 at 8 p.m. at 
the Montague Bookmill. They play 
blues, jazz, folk, and pop. Come load 
up your plate.

A Look at Vietnam Today: 
Peace Villages and Agent Orange 
with Pat Hynes on Thursday, Sep-
tember 11, at 7 p.m. Mount Toby 
Friends Meetinghouse, 194 Long 
Plain Road (Rt. 63), Leverett.  

Hynes will offer a presentation on 
Vietnam, looking at both the ongoing 
damage created by the use of Agent 

Orange during the war and the hope-
ful work of Peace Villages there. 

This event is brought to the meet-
ing by the Peace & Social Concerns 
Committee, and is cosponsored by 
the New England Peace Pagoda and 
the Traprock Center for Peace and 
Justice.

In March 2014 Hynes traveled to 
Vietnam to investigate the plight of 
the victims, the contaminated sites, 
and restoration.

In her presentation she will bring 
photos from her visit to the Vietnam 
Peace Villages in Hanoi, Da Nang 
and Ho Chi Minh City and also Chil-
dren of Vietnam in Da Nang – facili-
ties with classrooms, clinics, organic 
gardens, and community-based 
programs where young Agent Or-
ange victims receive rehabilitation, 
vocational and educational training, 
and many kinds of support for their 
families. She will also tell of US-
Vietnam collaboration to clean up 
Agent Orange-dioxin sites at former 
US air bases.

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org.
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DEMERS 
Landscaping
Fencing - Patios - Walks +  
Walls Installed - Tree Work  
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding - Excavating 
Septic Systems Installed

Established 1970 
demerslandscaping.com

863-3652

Lake Pleasant: 
Annual Tag Sale 
and Pie Auction!

HUGE tag sale
Scalpers Lodge, Lake Pleasant

Saturday, September 13 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 
Pie auction begins at 1 p.m.
Concession tables available.
Rain date Sunday September 14

For more information, 
call (413) 774-6982

entrepreneurs are penalized, some-
times forced to maintain a separate 
office in an area with access.

Students have a hard time fin-
ishing their homework. Real estate 
agents tell us that lack of broadband 
access not only lowers the asking 
price for a home, but may prevent 
its sale altogether. 

The economic benefits of broad-
band are greatest for those who use 
it the most. A few of my neighbors 
don’t regularly use computers at 
home. But the benefits of broadband 
extend beyond computer use to 
cheaper phone services – including 
Skype, which allows virtually free 
long distance calls – and cheaper 
entertainment packages, in the form 
of streaming video.

I have been developing a work-

sheet that would enable households 
to estimate what they are currently 
spending on telecommunications 
and entertainment and how much 
they could potentially save, based 
on cost estimates from the Lever-
ett project. The worksheet is more 
complicated than I’d like it to be 
because so many different bundles 
of services are involved.

Also, current cost comparisons 
tell only part of the story. As with 
any investment, it’s the future pay-
off that matters. 

And the future is pointed very 
directly at expansion of  high-speed 
computing, including new appli-
cations for health technology that 
could make it easier for the elderly 
or disabled to continue living at 
home. Broadband is destined to be-
come the most important component 

of our basic utility infrastructure.
That’s why the small kerfluffles 

created by Comcast’s refusal to 
serve low-density neighborhoods 
have larger implications. They illus-
trate the tension between the goals 
of an increasingly powerful monop-
oly and the public interest. 

Lack of competition in the in-
dustry means that few of us have a 
real choice in the marketplace. The 
American Customer Satisfaction 
Index shows that Comcast is one of 
the lowest-rated companies in the 
U.S.

Law professor Susan Crawford 
details the growth of its economic 
power and political influence in 
her book Captive Audience: The 
Telecom Industry and Monopoly 
Power in the Gilded Age. She also 
argues that the company is unlikely 

to move rapidly toward the superior 
fiber-optic technology being de-
ployed in other countries. 

Any development that offers lo-
cal consumers more choice and gen-
erates more competition would ben-
efit the town, potentially providing 
better, as well as cheaper services 
than a large monopoly that funnels 
profits out of the community. 

At the very least, greater choice 
would give customers – and town 
selectboards – more bargaining 
power in their negotiations with 
companies like Comcast. 

That’s why Leverett’s broadband 
project serves as a great example. 
And that’s why Montague should  
support neighborhood groups 
that are reaching for new ways of 
improving high speed 
internet access. 

2: Transfer $91,585 from the 
economic development/infrastruc-
ture improvement continuing ap-
propriation to purchase a 2014 or 
2015 Ford F550 truck and other ac-
cessories.

3: Transfer $45,000 from the 
economic development/infrastruc-
ture improvement continuing ap-
propriation to complete the road job 
on Church Street and North Street.

4: Transfer $5,000 from the Ush-
er Plant demolition continuing ap-
propriation to fund invasive vegeta-
tion control and brush/tree cleanup 
at the Usher site on Arch Street and 
Crescent Street. 

5: Transfer $60,000 from the 
Usher Plant demolition continuing 
appropriation to fund the repair and 
renovation of the chimney on the 
boiler room building at the Usher 
site on Arch Street.

6: Transfer a total of $5,000 from 
relocation expense/administrative 
coordinator and Route 2 relocation 
legal expenses appropriations to 
fund improvements to the Pearl B. 
Care Historical Building.

7: Transfer $4,500 from the tax 
title foreclosure appropriation to 
fund the costs associated with the 
October 7 special town election to 
elect a Select Board member.

8: Transfer a total of $12,835 
from Route 2 relocation legal ex-
pense and economic development/
infrastructure improvement appro-
priations to fund specialized land-
scape services on town properties.

9: Enter into a 10-year inter-mu-
nicipal agreement with the Town 
of Montague for the treatment of 
Montague wastewater at Erving’s 
wastewater treatment plant. Aver-
age annual payments to Erving over 
the contract period are estimated to 
be around $200,000.

All of the articles, except Article 
5, were recommended by the finance 
committee. The fincom took no ac-
tion on the Usher chimney expense 
proposed in Article 5. 

According to town coordinator 
Tom Sharp, the fincom wanted the 
Usher Plant Re-Use committee to 
justify the expenditure to the town 
meeting.

erving from pg A1

Republic Services presented a check for $2,000 to Turners Falls RiverCulture 
on September 3. Republic, which provides solid waste and recycling service to 
Montague, made the award as part of  its community partnership program. 

From left to right: Republic general manager Eric Curtis; Montague 
town administrator Frank Abbondanzio; RiverCulture director 
Suzanne LoManto; and Republic area manager Bruce Stanas.

Keep old electronics out of the waste stream! St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church will hold an “E-Cycling” fundraiser to benefit the Brick House,  
Saturday, Sept. 13, 9 a.m. to noon at the Montague Town Hall parking lot. 

 Accepting TVs, batteries, computers, parts and peripheral devices, audio 
and medical equipment, copiers, phones, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, elec-
tric razors, fans and small electrical appliances that run on a power cord or 
batteries. Suggested donation of $10 ($20 for TVs).  

No magnetic tape, styrofoam, chemicals, used medical supplies, hazardous 
wastes, fridges, dishwashers, yard equipment, packaging or fluorescent lights.

E-Cycle That E-Waste!
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

December Coffeehouse Will 
Benefit The Town Hall

Deer Paths early childhood nature program 
has openings starting in September! 

(in Wendell, 15 min from Montague)

Deer Paths offers small classes (maximum of five students) for 3 to 6 
year old children in Wendell.  The daily routine is a hands-on experi-

ence of  exploring the woods and streams, caring for animals, and 
learning about nature and social connections through songs, stories, 

creative movement, crafts, investigation and imaginative play. One or 
more days per week from 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.  Please contact Seal LaMad-

eleine at Deer Paths for more information at (978) 544-1990, or deer-
paths@gmail.com. To learn more, go to www.deerpaths.org.

Town of Montague
Civic Center Commission Seeking Members

The Montague Board of Selectmen is seeking individuals
 interested in serving on the town’s Civic Center Commission.  
The Commission is responsible for overseeing the operation 

and maintenance of the Shea Theater in Turners Falls including 
the development of a lease with an Operating Entity (currently 

the Shea Board).  The Commission will be working with the 
cultural community on the development of a long term plan for 

the Theater, based upon community input, and a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) from prospective operators of the facility.  

The Commission will then negotiate a long term lease for the Shea 
and report its recommendations to the Board of Selectmen.  

Please submit a letter of interest and resume to: Board of 
Selectmen, Town Hall, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376.

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Kathy Becker, representing the 
Full Moon Coffeehouse Commit-
tee, met the Wendell Selectboard 
early in its August 28 meeting and 
offered to make the Wendell town 
hall beneficiary of the December 13 
coffeehouse. 

L’il Bee Dee and the Doorites are 
the scheduled performers. The Athol 
public library, originally scheduled 
to be beneficiary, backed out. 

The money usually raised at a 
coffeehouse is not enough for the 
major repairs and maintenance that 
the building needs on occasion, like 
a new roof or insulation, but it can 
be a little payback for regular cof-
feehouse use of the building, and 
could cover a small improvement, 
or make up for dings and bruises the 
building has received from years of 
the monthly gatherings.

She said that the town hall was 
beneficiary once before, but that 
time the coffeehouse committee 
bought things for its own use and 
she offered suggestions, like cur-
tains for the side of the stage, or for 
the windows, providing recycling 
containers, or upgrading the water 
supply to the kitchen to protect it 
from freezing.

This last suggestion would prob-
ably cost too much, and will likely 
be covered by the kitchen improve-
ment project.

The band gets 60% of the admis-
sion, and the beneficiary gets 40% 
of the admission and all of the con-
cession sales. Becker said that the 
coffeehouse committee this year is 
leaning more towards dancing in its 
choice of performers.

The selectboard accepted a bid of 
$23,812.50 from Apollo Construc-
tion of Leverett for replacing the 
slate roof on the senior center and 
putting a slate roof on the gazebo. 

The annual town meeting ap-
proved $15,000 to replace the se-
nior center roof, but at this meeting 
selectboard member Dan Keller 
pointed out that you can see light 
through the gazebo roof and the 
wood underneath is wet. 

The town can save some money 
by getting both jobs done at one 
time. The money above what was al-
located at town meeting could come 
from the year’s town building main-
tenance fund, but that would nearly 
deplete that fund, and selectboard 
chair Christine Heard suggested 
putting a request for $9,000 on the 
special town meeting warrant. 

The process of setting the fis-
cal 2016 budget has not started, so 
adding that amount to the town’s 
spending now will not give a mov-
ing target for the finance committee 
or the assessors when they work on 
the fiscal 2016 budget.

	
Special Town Meeting

Thursday, September 25, was 
set as a tentative date for a special 
town meeting, depending on wheth-

er town moderator Kate Nolan is 
available. (Nolan was able to fit 
September 25 into her schedule and 
so the meeting is unofficially sched-
uled for that day.) 

The only other item on the agenda 
so far is a bill from the prior year.

Fire Department
Joe Cuneo, Wendell’s new fire 

chief shared with New Salem, met 
the selectboard to update board 
members about the state of the fire 
department and the changes that 
have come to the Wendell fire de-
partment since he became chief in 
March. 

The FRCOG sent Wendell its 
report of the transition, basically 
saying that the transition went well. 
The two departments are still inde-
pendent, but Wendell changed its 
training night to Thursday, the same 
night that New Salem (and Shutes-
bury) train, and the two departments 
have met for joint training several 
times and worked well together. 

The equipment bay and office 
are being cleared of extra stuff (in-
cluding the former Engine #1) and 
are easier to function in. Cuneo said 
he has several feelers out for the 
replacement brush truck that was 
authorized at the annual town meet-
ing.

With a fast internet connection at 
the fire station and highway garage 
there is a screen set up that displays 
current weather conditions (also 
observable through the window) 
and also predictions for the coming 
days, useful for both fire and high-
way departments.

Wendell has a fire chief, Cuneo, a 
captain, Asa de Roode, and no other 
officers, no deputy chief, no lieuten-
ant. With the number of firefighters 
now on the department, Cuneo saw 
no need for a new officer now, but if 
more people join the department, a 
need may arise.

Cuneo is paid for 19 hours a 
week by both towns, but the next 
logical step is to combine his pay 
and offer him benefits. The two fi-
nance committees and selectboard 
need to work together  to make that 
change, but there is a model to fol-
low: that of town coordinator, Nan-
cy Aldrich, whom they also share. 
She is paid by New Salem, and New 
Salem then sends Wendell a bill for 
its share.

Trains	
Michael Idoine, retired from an 

official town position, is still in-
terested in town affairs and sent 
an email to the selectboard about 
expanded rail service in Franklin 
county. 

The long detour of the north-
bound train, through Palmer and 
Amherst will soon be replaced by 
an improved straight line from 
Springfield through Greenfield and 
Brattleboro, and Amtrak hopes to 
expand commuter service in the 
Connecticut River valley, which 

planners are calling “the knowledge 
corridor.” 

Plans for east-west passenger 
trains through Wendell Depot are 
not part of this upgrade, but Idoine 
suggested that the town see what 
property it owns in Wendell Depot, 
and what may be done to develop a 
train station there when that service 
is restored.

Examiner Demanding
Aldrich read a letter from a frus-

trated title examiner who drove all 
the way from Litchfield, Connecti-
cut to see the Wendell tax collector, 
but found her office closed on the 
day he came. Aldrich was in the se-
lectboard office that day, but could 
not open the tax collector’s office, 
and so his trip was for nothing.  

He questioned the legitimacy of 
a town whose offices closed for a 
good part of the work week. Aldrich 
said he was able to get the informa-
tion he needed with a telephone call 
made when the tax office was open.

Populace Impractical
One hundred fifty people voted 

for a preferred town flag on Old 
Home Day. The design, with a 
multi-color sunburst, was preferred 
by 60 of those votes, but that design 
may be impossible or too expensive 
to make into a flag. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said there might be a limit 
to the number of colors that can be 
included.

Other Business
Aldrich  said that the Friends of 

the Wendell Library is giving the 
library donation account $9,000 to 
add more hours to the time the li-
brary is open and for other improve-
ments.

Denise Andrews and the Massa-
chusetts undersecretary of Housing 
and Urban Development are sched-
uled to come to the town library on 
Wednesday September 3, time still 
to be announced. The planned dis-
cussion will be about senior hous-
ing options in town.

Board members signed appoint-
ment slips that put Janice Double-
day on the energy committee and 
made Mary Thomas planning board 
clerk.

Keller said that the gas line by the 
town hall cellar was found, and the 
road crew graded  the area so that 
water now can flow away from the 
cellar door, which can stop rotting. 

He also recommended a money 
request for the special town meet-
ing to deepen the sump pump hole 
in that cellar, and even install a de-
humidifier. 

With buildings and grounds co-
ordinator Ted Lewis he changed the 
flow in the town leach field, and 
left a tool for doing that, along with 
instructions and a schedule for that 
regular maintenance procedure, in 
the town office mechanical room.

fellow cyclists to work on “positive 
association” and clear communica-
tion with drivers.

“When I ride this road – and I’ve 
probably ridden it over a thousand 
times – when it’s safe to pass me, 
I move over and use my hand like 
this,” he demonstrated, pantomim-
ing a wave and a smile. 

“As soon as cars realize that 
we’re trying to communicate and 
work together, they can be really 
nice.”

Also pitching in was Maureen 
Pollock, who lives in Turners Falls 
and works in the planning depart-
ment of the town of Greenfield. 
Pollock said that the action was “a 
collaborative event,” building on 
existing advocacy.

“Sandra [Facto] of Turners actu-
ally brought this project to light,” 
she said. Earlier this summer Facto 
led a campaign about the road’s 
dangers for pedestrians, calling for 
the public to join her daily march 
up and down the hill in her mobility 
scooter. 

“I was reading the Reporter and 
noticed it,” said Pollock, who serves 
as the town’s representative to the 
Bicycle Coalition. “And a bunch of 
us decided, ‘you know what? Let’s 
clean it up!’”

The most notable find of the day 
for Pollock was a curb, discovered 
along the road’s lowest section, bur-
ied under over six inches of sand 
and debris. She said the group also 
found one syringe.

“We want to raise awareness of 
the safety issues of this road, and 
make it safer for motorists, cyclists, 
and pedestrians alike, by giving a 
little more room for walkers,” Pol-
lock explained. 

“And, this is a way of 
introducing the group.” 
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 Practice, Study, 
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org
413-256-1594

VAN DRIVER NEEDED
The Erving Council on Aging is looking for a 

part-time driver for their 10 passenger van, 
transporting senior and handicapped individuals. 

Drivers go through a paid training by F.R.T.A. 
Interested parties should contact: 
The Erving C.O.A., 1 Care Drive, 
Erving, MA 01344; (413) 423-3649

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

GREENFIELD – The residents 
at The Weldon House in Greenfield 
are in their third week of an eight 
week process of living without 
an elevator. This five story, 100-
year-old building, is designated 
specifically to serve senior citizens 
and the disabled. 

The building management did 
their best to prepare people ahead of 
time with guidelines, suggestions, 
promises of limited help but also 
explanations of what they could not 
do. 

So they would provide assistance 
with things like carrying groceries 
up and laundry up and perhaps also 
down, but could not help residents 
navigate the stairs. 

This is because their lawyers 
and insurance policy providers had 
explained to them that such actions 
could lead to lawsuits should any ac-
cidents occur.

As a resident of the Weldon, I ap-
proached this with a good deal of ap-
prehension and concern for myself 
and other residents. 

Initially, I think those of us who 
are fairly active were more con-
cerned about the older residents who 
use walkers and seem far too feeble 
to navigate several flights of stairs. 

Even those who are quite active 
but in their 90s were very frank in 

saying they could not do it. 
An initial tenant meeting with the 

building management team on July 
17 did not go well, and left residents 
upset and angry. Fortunately, a meet-
ing held by the Human Rights Com-
mission at Greenfield’s Town Hall 
on August 11 went better. 

Answering questions from com-
missioners, Richard Henken, presi-
dent of Schochet Companies which 
owns the building, announced that 
residents who felt they could not 
manage living in the building during 
the repairs would have the option of 
staying in a hotel, the Hampton Inn 
in Greenfield, at the management 
company’s expense. 

At the time, he said three resi-
dents had already accepted this al-
ternative. 

He also said that he thought those 
who chose to stay with relatives 
could be exempted from paying 
their rent for the time they were not 
in residence. 

He added that he thought so, but 
would need to check. Nevertheless, 
especially since most residents have 
a subsidized rent, a lot of people 
seem to have moved in with relatives 
for the duration. 

A Quiet Time
The building is very quiet and 

seems significantly more empty that 
usual. It’s hard to be sure, since there 

could be people hiding in their apart-
ments but that is doubtful. 

The other thing that seems to be 
missing is the activity of care giv-
ers, workers who generally are here 
all the time, in the elevator, in the 
laundry room, and would be in the 
stairwells now so their absence is an 
indication that the people they take 
care of are not here. 

In their absence are a lot more 
family members in and out, who are 
either bringing stuff in with visits 
from grandchildren or coming in to 
get things and pick up mail. 

That is evidence of a strong car-
ing community and fortunate resi-
dents who have had options in deal-
ing with this.

For myself, I have to admit it is 
turning out to be a lot harder than 
I expected. I consider myself to be 
fairly active and although I’m not 
exactly in the shape I was at 30, I can 
certainly walk a flight of stairs and 
even dance on occasion. 

Well, maybe those occasions have 
been less frequent than I noticed. 

What gets me, now that I’m old-
er, is that I run out of breath more 
quickly, and as the days of walking 
four flights down and up again prog-
ress, the irritation to my hip and knee 
joints builds up so a certain amount 
of pain has been bugging me now.

Preparation
What we all did to prepare was 

shop like crazy for groceries and 
stock up specifically on products 
that weigh a lot so these would not 
need to be toted up during this time. 
People with cats started with giant 
bags of cat food and litter. 

I bought extra oatmeal – not so 
heavy, but I use a lot – and rice. I 
bought a nice package of chicken 
breasts at Food City, which likes to 
sell at a discount when you buy in 
bulk. 

Those I cut up and froze, and now 
am gradually defrosting. I’ve not had 
to buy anything much these last two 
weeks except milk and salad greens, 
a few fresh vegetables so I guess I 

did a good job. 
I will say, however, that I’m clear 

there is no way to buy enough food to 
last eight weeks, and I will certainly 
need to buy more as time goes on. 

I also blew my entire budget on 
food in August so I hope the savings 
in September will make up for it.

Support
There is a feeling of isolation and 

loneliness in the quiet here, and I feel 
my life becoming a bit more narrow 
as I hesitate to go out more than once 
a day. I plan my days so that all out-
door activities are done in one trip. 

I think ahead about what grocer-
ies I might want and decide based 
on weight whether it’s worth buying 
them. 

I do have help from friends, for 
which I’m grateful. And those neigh-
bors still here are offering each other 
support. 

When it’s all done, we will have 
a new elevator and the promise to at 
least consider building a second el-
evator in the future. 

It is my belief this experience 
has brought the people who live 
here closer together which is a good 
thing. 

I look forward to those absent 
returning home, and life returning 
to normal as we prepare for winter 
and dream of trains coming to town 
to offer winter travel opportunities as 
the frost settles on our towns.

The Weldon Elevator Challenge

The show is part art and part his-
tory, part lament, and part celebra-
tion of the building. 

Or, as Rossi explained it: “It’s too 
far gone now for even the most fool-
ish dreamer to exercise brick fanta-
sies, or another deceptive con artist 
to work another flim-flam deal, but 
it’s not beyond consideration by vi-
sual artists such as Barbara and I.”

And what consideration these 
artists have brought to the task. The 
colorful paintings by Rossi evoke 
equally the vibrancy of the former 
discount department store as well as 
its haunting descent into ruin. 

Milot’s beautifully rendered pen 
and ink drawings of the present 
building are as evocative as Pirane-
si’s drawings of the remains of an-
cient Rome. 

Anne Harding has created on one 
full wall of the Great Hall a color-
ful timeline of the building’s history 
over the last century and a half. She’s 
hoping that visitors will help further 

annotate the presentation by adding 
their own memories to the building’s 
march through time.

Rossi, who moved to Turners 
in 1987, noted that when she first 
“moved into a big old house in Turn-
ers Falls…a trip to Railroad Salvage 
was necessary to outfit the kitch-
en....” 

“A few months later,” she re-
called, “I bought satin slippers there 
to wear with my wedding gown. 
Four years later, I found rubberized 
flannel sheets to slip under my ba-
by’s leaky backside – leftovers from 
the ‘50s, I think.”

And while the store is long gone, 
Rossi said that she still walks down 
there from time to time “to photo-
graph the stages of decay.” 

Her first construction, “FUBAR”, 
dates from 2007 which she remem-
bers as “a particularly interesting 
point in time where fresh graffiti was 
visible and the walls rose to their 
full height. The round circle of un-
painted brick always delighted me, 

and in newer pieces I have given in 
to letting the building have as many 
circles as it wants.”

Milot’s large drawings began, 
she said, as doodles. But the work 
on display in this show is far from 
anyone’s even best doodles. Using 
her photographs of the structure as 
a model for her art, the large pen 
and ink sketches embrace the “what 
was” and the “what is” with terrify-
ing accuracy. 

Commenting on her work, Mi-
lot noted that her “pen drawings are 
made from multiple photos with the 
skies improvised from my many 
cloud photographs. I leave the draw-
ings less resolved at some edges so 
there is contrast between the densely 
packed lines that describe textures, 
forms and space with loose lines 
scattered near the bottom or sides of 
the paper.

“I draw, erase and sand down the 
pen lines and redraw over the sand-
ed areas to get textural effects that 
read as brick, wood or plant forms. I 

would like the drawings to suggest 
the process of deterioration in the 
way that they are made as well as in 
the subject depicted.”

The show is open now, and runs  
through September 30. The Discov-
ery Center is open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

One of  several staircases in the Weldon House. This one has several 
landings in between stairs, a place to rest a moment. The sofa on 
the second floor faces a window that looks out on High Street. 

SALVAGE from page A1

BLANCHETTE PHOTO

Nina Rossi, Anne Harding and 
Barbara Milot collaborated on 

“Welcome to Railroad Salvage.”
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CIRCUS from page A1

from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. “Rose, 
Lucia and Celia spent 
hours writing this propos-
al the day before, because 
we didn’t realize the dead-
line was so close,” said 
Muller. 

Despite the last-minute 
application, the circus re-
ceived a $300 grant, the 
highest amount the coun-
cil gives. The money was 
used to buy a lyra, a spin-
ning steel hoop that will 
be used in the upcoming 
production, Look!, which opens on 
September 12. 

This third production is a com-
bination of circus and theater, set to 
music. A grandfather’s story brings 
two children into the kingdom of 
the stars.

“There are a lot of myths about 
the constellations,” said Jackson 
Blain, 16, who clowns for TRC, and 
this year is playing the grandfather. 
He continues in an ironic tone, “We 
don’t know any of them, so we de-
cided to make up our own.”

Myths aren’t the only thing the 
circus makes up. The troupe has 
found that there just aren’t enough 
moves and poses that have already 
been created.

“We come up with most of the 
moves ourselves, assisted by ideas 
from some photos on the Internet” 
explained Ivy Muller, 13, who helps 
choreograph. “For the move we call 
the ‘Everlasting Death Star,’ Lucia 
hangs off the trapeze bar upside-
down by her knees and she puts out 
her arms like a star. Then I slide 
down past the bar and put my arms 
and legs behind hers. 

“When we first started practic-
ing, it was really hot and we were 

sticking to each other – at first I 
couldn’t figure out how to get out of 
the position!”

Despite all the awkward posi-
tions and literally sticky situations 
circus gets them into, the troupe 
keeps coming back each year, with 
some dropping out and some new 
members. Karen wanted to know 
why people kept coming back.

“It started out as just a neighbor-
hood thing,” answered Alex David-
son-Carroll, 10, who performs in the 
circus with his sister, Solena, and 
brother, Gray. “And then I just… 
didn’t quit. I still like it, I keep com-
ing back to it, and I feel a commit-
ment to it.”

“I just love to learn, improve, 
and perform, especially with the 
friends that I have had all my life,” 
said Lucia Mason. “And if you 
haven’t known a person all that long 
and you end up in the same circus 
troupe you are going to get to know 
them really fast.”

For Bella Lattanzi, 14, it’s “one 
big trust exercise, because you re-
ally have to rely on each other and 
know that people are going to hold 
you up.” This is true both in the 
physical sense, with circus’s end-

Cecilia Ball shares her skills with campers at 
the River Valley Day Camp last month.

less pyramids, tumbling 
and various ways to hang 
off things, and in the men-
tal sense.

“I think most of circus 
is trust and confidence,” 
said Celia Bales, 16, who 
performs and helps design 
costumes. “Most moves 
take a little bit of strength, 
a little bit of flexibility, and 
a lot of confidence.”

Being in the circus has 
changed all involved. For 
Miette Muller, it’s given 
her confidence, and al-
lowed her to channel the 

side of her that loves organizing. 
Jackson Blain has been given the 

opportunity to write his own mate-
rial to open the show, and learn to 
deliver humor to a wide age group. 

“The first year I didn’t know what 
I was doing when I started the cir-
cus,” laughs director Lucia Mason. 
“It was just a bunch of kids with big 
dreams and a few that jumped on the 
bandwagon.”

The Traveling Rhubarb Circus 
has blossomed over the years, and 
the annual performance is only one 
part of it. It gives confidence, com-
munity and activity to young people, 
and has become a wonderful orga-
nization.

Tickets for “LOOK” are avail-
able at www.travelingrhubarb.com 
or at the Montague Mini-Mart. 

Showtimes are Friday, Septem-
ber 12 at 6:30 p.m.; Saturday, Sep-
tember 13 at 3 and 6:30 p.m.; and 
Sunday, September 14 at 3 p.m. The 
show takes place in the barn at 2 
North Street in Montague Center.

Troupers include Jackson Blaine 
(Leverett); Montague Reporter car-
riers Alex and Grey Davidson-Car-
roll, as well as Solena Davidson-
Carroll (Montague); Celia Bales 
(Gill); Ivy Muller (Greenfield); Bella 
Lattanzi (Montague); Lucia Mason 
(Montague); Cecilia Ball (Lever-
ett); Larkin Christie (Whately); and 
Amos Kohrman (Whately).

Their manager is Miette Muller 
of Greenfield, and lights and sound 
are run by Jesse Ball and 
Maxwell Karlin (Leverett).

plementing this vision have not 
yet been completely worked out, 
Sullivan’s “strategic plan” for the 
district (which we’ll present next 
week) does address more directly 
how teachers, administrators and 
students can achieve these goals.

As for its core values, the 
GMRSD learning community has 
identified four areas: “persistence,”  
“integrity,” empathy,” and “continu-
ous learning.”

According to Sullivan, each of 
these core values is grounded in what 
makes a school and learning work 
well: You become smarter through 
persistence. Integrity means doing 
the right thing “even when no one 
is looking.” Empathy is the ability 
of “being able and willing to under-
stand another’s perspective.”  And 
continuous learning, the idea that 
knowledge is constantly expanded, 
can provide not only a boost in the 
classroom but in life as well. 

Eight core beliefs finish out the 
District’s visioning document. 

1) All students are capable of 
learning at high levels; 

2) Successful students and edu-
cators need 21st century skills 
including the ability to think criti-
cally, solve problems, communicate 
effectively, and collaborate; 

3) Student success is best dem-
onstrated through authentic appli-

cation of knowledge and skills in 
meaningful ways; 

4) Education for the whole stu-
dent requires development of the 
child’s academic, social, physical, 
and emotional well-being; 

5) Everyone deserves to learn in 
a safe and supportive learning envi-
ronment, in which all  members of 
the school community demonstrate 
respect for each other; 

6) Effective schools are places 
where adults, as well as students, 
learn together; 

7) Schools must partner with 
parents and families for students to 
succeed; and 

8) Public education is the pri-
mary means we have for cultivat-
ing democracy and achieving social 
justice. 

The District acknowledged that 
some of the beliefs came from the 
Belmont Public School System.

The district’s visioning plan has 
clearly set itself high expectations, 
solid values and a commitment to 
students and their need to learn. 
In addition, it acknowledges its 
place as part of the communities it 
serves.

Next week the Montague Re-
porter will detail the district’s Stra-
tegic Plan which outlines the serious 
challenges the district faces and its 
plan of addressing them by 
building upon its strengths.

GMRSD from page A1
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the gardener’s 
companion

Endings and 
Beginnings

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY – Like the 
waning summer, the garden is wind-
ing down. 

 We are harvesting the last of the 
tomatoes and the green beans; the 
winter Butternut squash matures on 
the vine;  the last planting of lettuce 
sprouts put in a raised bed.   

Even as this garden season ends, 
the seeds for the next are setting.  
The asparagus bed is huge with 
fronds which feed a hearty crop to 
come next spring.  The strawber-
ries have set runners for their new, 
young plants.  

In the late fall we’ll plant garlic 
cloves to set roots and then wait 
for the first thaw of spring.  We’ve 
planted a new climbing rose and a 
butterfly bush.  

Before the heavy frosts, we’ll 
plant more perennials. This season 
I’ve chosen bare rooted plants of 
Siberian iris, a delicate variety in 
white and blue aptly called “Wings 
over Water”.  These can be planted 
in areas too damp for many flowers, 
will tolerate partial sun, and over 
time will spread.

We have shared two family re-
unions this summer. The first, my 
step-family: Woody’s step-mom 
and two of his half-sisters, three 
step daughters, two sons in laws and 
two grandchildren.  We also have a 
great grand-baby now in the family, 
but he was at home in California.  
Age span of the group: ninety plus 

to a few months old.  
Two other step “kids” and their 

families were unable to attend.  Just 
the same with Ken: we were a doz-
en, catching up on news, taking pic-
tures and eating heartily. 

 Happily, the weather was fine if 
a bit warm.  It’s wonderful to get to-
gether this way annually and to feel 
the same loving connections.

Later in the month, the Galvin 
family, Ken’s mother’s extended 
family.  She was one of seven, all 
but one of whom is gone.  

There were, however, many 
cousins, as might be imagined, also 
his sister, one brother, two sons, 
two grandchildren and several niec-
es and nephews. One nephew was 
recently married. He and his wife 
are expecting soon. Age span of 
this group was late eighties to the 
youngest, still in utero.  

This, too, was a warm and happy 
group, already planning for the next 
get together.

Endings and beginnings: two 
days near the end of the month, we 
wake up to Fall, reaching for blan-
kets. It is 55 in the house. The cat is 
on the bed.  

People note how early the season 
is beginning. This is followed by 
a return to the heavy, muggy days.  
The cicadas and katydids hum at 
nightfall.  The cat sleeps in the sun-
room by the open windows.

The roses are lovely again with 
one last blooming. The butterfly 
bush looks like a late lilac.  But the 
yard looks more like fall with the 
blossoms of goldenrod and wild 

see GARDENERS page B6

By SALLY PICK

If you would prefer that the proposed 
new gas pipeline not be built, one of the 
best ways to get involved is to reduce your 
energy consumption at home. 

Space heating accounts for over 60% 
of U.S. residential natural gas consump-
tion, according to the Energy Information 
Administration’s 2009 data, and appli-
ances, electronics, and lighting account 
for 35% of residential energy use, up from 
24% in 1993. The more collective energy 
consumption goes down, the less likely the 
need for a new gas line can be justified for 
home heating and for electricity generated 
from gas-powered utilities. 

While you may think that small energy-
saving steps will not make a difference, 
remember that the single largest source of 
energy over the past 40 years is efficiency. 
That’s in part because, for every kilowatt 
hour (kWh) of electricity that we use, 
it takes roughly 3 kilowatts of energy to 
generate and transmit that one kWh to our 
homes. Avoiding wasted energy is, well, 
very efficient. 

What can you do? There are ways to 
avoid wasting energy for homeowners and 
renters.

• Have a free Mass Save Home Energy 
Assessment, get free efficiency stuff 
during the assessment, and qualify for 
75% subsidies for insulating your home 

to tap lots of Mass Save efficiency incen-
tives, including the following.

• Mass Save will install free program-
mable thermostats, water-saving de-
vices for faucets and showers, efficient 
lighting (compact fluorescent bulbs and 
newer LEDs); screen you for eligibility 
for the ENERGY STAR® refrigerator 
rebate of up to $75; and, as applicable, 
seal air leaks for free and insulate your 
home at 25% of the cost. 

• If you have a 30+ year old functioning 
boiler or furnace, take advantage of the 
Mass Save Early Heating Equipment 
Rebates of up to $4,000. To qualify, 
eligible equipment must be installed by 
October 31, after you have gone through 
the necessary hoops that will take some 
time. You may also be able to cover the 
out-of-pocket costs for your new system, 
with a 0% Mass Save HEAT Loan. Cus-
tomers must request a Mass Save Home 
Energy Visit before September 30, prior 
to replacing their boiler or furnace. One- 
to four-family homes, including rental 
properties, may be eligible for this re-
bate.  More information is available at 
www.masssave.com/residential/offers/ 
early-heating-equipment-rebates, or call 
Mass Save ASAP for details and to get 
the ball rolling before it’s too late to get 
through the process.

• Turn down your thermostat at night 
and when you’re out for at least several 
hours. Using a programmable ther-
mostat makes this easy. By turning 
your thermostat back 10 to 15 degrees, 
you can save 5% to 15% a year on your  
heating bill – a savings of as much 

 montague energy corner

What You Can Do If You Are 
Opposed to the Gas Pipeline 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAUÇANNO 

TURNERS FALLS – PORTRAITS, 
photography by Anja Schutz, will open at 
The Rendezvous, 78 Third Street, in Turn-
ers Falls on Friday, September 5, at 7 p.m. 

The opening coincides with the seventh an-
niversary of the popular bar and café.
According to Schutz, PORTRAITS is an 

exploration of masculinity. “In traditional 
portraiture men are encouraged to take 
ownership of their identity as men, to proj-
ect confidence and, of course, to banish vul-

nerability. 
Their eyes, aware and 

in control, challenge the 
gaze of the viewer. What 
happens when this imme-
diate communication and 
expression of strength is 
taken away?”

What happens is well 
documented in Schutz’s 
sensitive black and white 
portraits in which each 
male in each photo is pho-
tographed straight on, eyes 
shut, while a pair of hands 
gently caresses his face.  

According to Schutz, 
the look of surprise that 
often appears on each of 
her subject’s faces was the 
result of them being un-
aware in advance of what 
she was planning.

Among her subjects 
are many local residents 
that viewers will certain-
ly recognize – even with 
their eyes closed and arms 
framing their faces.

These re-
markable photo- 
graphs will be on display  
through  November.

Anja Schutz’s PORTRAITS  Opens at 
the Rendezvous on September 5

see energy page B4

How Has Turners Falls – 
and Montague – Done It? 

By JOE KWIECINSKI

TURNERS FALLS – Town 
planner Walter Ramsey believes 
that the dramatic resurgence of the 
village of Turners Falls lies in the 
confluence of several factors.

“We’re starting to realize the 
benefits of several decades of good 
planning and historic preserva-
tion,” said Ramsey.  A resident of 
Turners, he points to four reasons, 
among others, that have played a 
prominent role in the revitalization 
of the area.

“The bike path,” said Walter, 
“the Shea Theater, the Colle Build-

ing, and the Discovery Center have 
all helped us get to the point we are 
today.”  Many people are employed 
at the New England Foundation for 
Children in the Colle, a rehabilitat-
ed building that stands as a central 
part of the area. 

“People’s spirit and dedication 
to renewal have been amazing,” 
added Ramsey.  “We’re starting to 
see people from within the commu-
nity making investments in town as 
well as from the southern portion of 
the Valley, looking to Turners Falls 
to open up businesses and to come 
here for recreation.”

A good deal of the resurgence 
can also be credited to the locality’s 
natural beauty, its proximity to the 

river, and its charming spot for 
downtown.  In addition, 

historical preserva-
tion has played an 

important role.  
Downtown fea-

tures a group of remarkably beauti-
ful buildings and truly outstanding 
parks. 

“In 2013,” said Ramsey, “we did 
a master plan for the development 
of Turners Falls.  It calls for mak-
ing improvements to the downtown 
streetscape, enhancing connections 
to the Connecticut River water-
front, filling up vacant buildings, 
and we’re in the process of develop-
ing a small industrial park, so that 
we can retain local businesses that 
wish to expand.”

In just the past year there have 
been examples of small business 
resurgence.  For example, work is 
under way on 102 Avenue A, a new 
commercial storefront.  Twisters, an 
ice cream shop, has started scoop-
ing on Avenue A, conveniently lo-
cated near a bike path.

Also opening their doors are a 
trio of restaurants – KaliB’s Wings 
and Things, Great Falls Harvest, 
and The Alvah Stone restaurant at 

see resurgence page B4

SAWYER-LAUÇANNO photo

Chris “Monte” Belmonte finds himself  disarmed.
Photograph by Anja Schutz.



Pet of the Week!

wendell library news

More Open Library Hours!

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per weeK (12 Week Minimum)!  Call 863-8666!
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 GILL and MONTAGUE
Gill / Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at Noon.  
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 a.m.   

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of-
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do-
nations are accepted.  Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Man�ager is Jeff Supre-
nant.  

For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357.   Mes-
sages can be left on our machine 
when the center is closed.
Monday 9/8
8:30 a.m.  Foot Clinic by appoint-
ment
10:10 a.m.  Aerobics
10:50 a.m.  Chair Exercise
1 p.m.  Knitting Circle
Tuesday 9/9
Closed for Primary Election
Wednesday 9/10
10:10 a.m.  Aerobics
10:50 a.m.  Chair Exercise
11:15 a.m.  Friends Meeting
Noon  Birthday Lunch
12:45  p.m.  Bingo
Thursday 9/11
9 a.m.  Tai Chi
10 a.m.  Coffee & Conversation
Noon  Lunch
1 p.m.  Pitch & Five Crowns
Friday 9/12
10:10 a.m.  Aerobics
10:50 a.m.  Chair Aerobics

WENDELL
 Wendell Senior Center is at  

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride.

 ERVING
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. for activities and con-
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal information and 
reservations. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call the Center to confirm ac-
tivities, schedule a ride, or find out 
when is the next blood pressure 
clinic.
Monday 9/8
9 a.m.  Tai Chi
10 a.m.  Osteo Exercise
Noon  Quilting
Tuesday 9/9
8:45 a.m.  Chair Aerobics
9:30 a.m.  C.O.A. Meeting
10 a.m.  Dance Fitness
12:30 p.m.  Painting
Wednesday 9/10
8:45 a.m.  Line Dancing
10 a.m.  Chair Yoga
Noon  Bingo
Thursday 9/11
8:45 a.m.  Aerobics
10 a.m.  Healthy Bones
Noon  Cards
Friday 9/12
9 a.m.  Bowling
Noon  Lunch at Poet’s Seat

LEVERETT
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga – 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch – Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes-
day for a reservation.

Senior Center Activities! 
September 8 through 12

Overture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out opertura.org. 

weird healing!  by overture

the healthy geezer

Secondhand Smoke!

By Fred Cicetti

Q. How dangerous is second-
hand smoke? My son smokes in the 
house and it is annoying.

Secondhand smoke – also called 
environmental tobacco smoke 
(ETS) – is made up of the “side-
stream” smoke from the end of a 
cigarette, pipe, or cigar, and the 
“mainstream” smoke that is ex-
haled. 

Nonsmokers exposed to second-
hand smoke absorb the same 4,000 
chemical compounds that smokers 
do. More than 60 of these com-
pounds are known or suspected to 
cause cancer.

About one in a hundred deaths 
worldwide is caused by secondhand 

smoke, which kills an estimated 
600,000 people a year, according to 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
researchers. 

Secondhand smoke causes in-
creased cardiovascular risks by 
damaging blood vessels, decreasing 
your ability to exercise and altering 
blood cholesterol levels.

Some research indicates that 
people exposed to a spouse’s ciga-
rette smoke for several decades are 
about 20 percent more likely to 
have lung cancer. Those who are 
exposed long-term to secondhand 
smoke in the workplace or social 
settings may increase their risk of 
lung cancer by about 25 percent.

Some of the components found 
in tobacco smoke that are known 
to cause cancer or are suspected to 
be carcinogenic include: formalde-
hyde, arsenic, cadmium, benzene 
and ethylene oxide.

Here are a few other chemicals 
in tobacco smoke along with their 
effects: ammonia (irritates lungs), 
carbon monoxide (hampers breath-
ing), methanol (toxic when inhaled) 
and hydrogen cyanide (interferes 

with respiration).
Throughout the world, govern-

ments are taking action against 
smoking in public places, both in-
doors and outdoors. Smoking is ei-
ther banned or restricted in public 
transportation. Several local com-
munities have enacted nonsmok-
ers’ rights laws, most of which are 
stricter than state laws. 

Although air-conditioning may 
remove the visible smoke in your 
home, it can’t remove the particles 
that continue to circulate and are 
hazardous to your health, so don’t 
delude yourself that running the AC 
is the answer to secondhand smoke 
dangers.

To solve your problem, you 
should try to get your son to seek 
help in fighting his addiction to 
nicotine. There are many programs 
available. Call your doctor for some 
recommendations. Meanwhile, for 
your own health, you should insist 
that he not smoke in your house.

Questions? Send them to  
fred@healthygeezer.org..
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Milo
Milo is a tiny little ball of 
energy with the sweetest 
face you’ve ever seen. 
He’ll impress you with 
his fun personality and 
jumping skills. 

This guy’s enthusiasm 
for life is simply con-

tagious! Milo 
would be a great 
family pet who 
would get along 
well with kids and 
other dogs who 
share his passion 
for life. 

He hasn’t lived 
with cats, but he 
might not mind 
– the more play-
mates, the better! 

Come and 
meet Milo today –
he might just be the 

guy who will make your 
family complete!

Contact the Dakin Pio-
neer Valley Humane Soci-
ety at (413) 548-9898 or at 
info@dpvhs.org.

Starting the first week of  September the Wendell 
Free Library will be adding Thursday and Sunday 
hours to the library schedule! These extra hours will 
run through the end of  June 2015.

Library hours from September 2014 through June 
2015 are: Tuesdays, noon to 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; Thursdays, 3 to 7 p.m.; Saturdays 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and Sundays noon to 4 p.m.

The Franklin County Solid Waste 
District is holding its annual hazard-
ous waste collection on Saturday, 
September 20 at GCC Main Cam-
pus and Orange Transfer Station.

Residents and businesses must 
pre-register by September 12.  
Online registration forms may be 
completed at www.franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org. 

Registration forms will also be 
available at participating town of-
fices and transfer stations. Partici-
pants will be assigned an appoint-

ment time to bring wastes to the 
collection; appointment time will be 
provided by mail after registration 
is processed.

The collection is free for resi-
dents of the following towns: Athol, 
Bernardston, Buckland, Char-
lemont, Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, 
Erving, Hawley, Heath, Leverett, 
Montague, New Salem, Northfield, 
Petersham, Phillipston, Rowe, Roy-
alston, Shelburne, Warwick, Wen-
dell, and Whately. 

Gill, Orange and Sunderland 

residents must pay to participate. 
Greenfield residents are not eligi-
ble. 

This collection provides an op-
portunity to dispose of hazardous 
items such as leftover oil-based 
paints, stains, thinners, household 
cleaners, pesticides, pool chemi-
cals, motor oil, antifreeze, fluores-
cent lamps, automobile batteries, 
and other household chemicals. 

For a complete list of acceptable 
items, visit: www.franklincounty-
wastedistrict.org/hazwasteday.html.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection!
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highlights FROM THE Montague police log

Flying Lanterns Knock Out Power
Monday, 8/25
8:34 a.m. Caller reports 
that overnight someone 
put a nail and a screw in 
his tires. Responding offi-
cer advises that the screw 
and nail have been in the 
tires for quite some time 
and have just made their 
way through to the point 
where the tires started to 
leak.
9:08 a.m. Caller from East 
Main Street reports that 
her wallet and medication 
(Adderall, Clonazepam, 
Ambien, and Seroquel) 
were stolen overnight. Re-
port taken.
9:32 a.m. Report of  a 
woman in front of  a build-
ing on Avenue A yelling at 
passersby. Quiet upon ar-
rival. The woman denies 
yelling at anyone today 
but admits she was yelling 
yesterday.
9:59 a.m. Report of  graf-
fiti on Avenue A related to 
the shooting in Ferguson, 
MO. Graffiti also reported 
in Greenfield. 2 females 
caught on surveillance. 
Investigated.
6:28 p.m. Caller alleges 
that someone in her build-
ing is stealing her cable. 
6:32 p.m. Caller reports 
visiting a residence on 
Avenue A recently and 
leaving behind a black bag 
containing tattoo equip-
ment. The occupant is 
now refusing to return the 
items and is reportedly 
posting pictures of  the 
items on Facebook. Caller 
stated that she is also be-
ing threatened by the resi-
dent. Advised of  options.
Tuesday, 8/26
12:30 a.m. Party into sta-
tion to report that a His-
panic male, approximately 
28 years old, pulled a sil-
ver handgun on him in the 
area of  First and Second 
streets. Area search nega-
tive.
2:01 a.m. Clerk at F.L. 
Roberts reports that a 
white male, approximately 
15 years old, stole food 
and possibly other items. 
4:29 p.m. Burglary/break-
ing and entering on West 
Chestnut Hill Road; house 
was entered via a kitchen 
window. Investigated.
6:07 p.m. Report of  a pos-
sible sick fox on Fairway 
Avenue; animal described 
as “mangy and hairless.” 
Area search negative.
9:11 p.m. Pizza House em-
ployee reports two groups 
of  people verbally fight-
ing in the alley. Several 
officers responded; 3 state 
police units en route from 
Gill and Greenfield.
Wednesday, 8/27

9:39 a.m. Officer flagged 
down by a party who 
struck a fox in the area of  
Turners Falls and Millers 
Falls roads. Deceased fox 
located near woodline at 
Turners Falls Road and 
Griswold Street.
9:42 a.m. Caller reports 
that his neighbor has a 
black Lab missing a leg. 
On walks, the dog some-
times appears to be strug-
gling to keep up and sub-
sequently lies down. The 
owner reportedly then 
pulls on the dog’s leash 
to try to get him to keep 
moving. Referred to an of-
ficer, who spoke with the 
dog’s owner.
12:32 p.m. 911 call from 
employees at Red Fire 
Farm reporting a former 
employee came to the 
farm, apparently intoxi-
cated, and acting aggres-
sively: driving as if  trying 
to hit people, confronting 
employees, and smash-
ing beer bottles. Last seen 
driving southbound on 
Meadow Road in a red 
car with Vermont plates. 
Sunderland police advised 
to be on lookout. Two ad-
ditional 911 calls reported 
that after the officer left 
the scene, the subject re-
turned and began doing 
donuts at the farm, then 
again headed toward Sun-
derland. Someone match-
ing subject’s description 
was spotted at the What-
ely Diner, drunk and fall-
ing over at the gas pumps. 
Negative contact. Area 
PDs advised.
12:43 p.m. Two kitchen 
chairs reported stolen 
from curbside area of  
Millers Falls Road. Of-
ficer advises that chairs 
may have been mistaken 
for free items due to their 
location on the curb. Town 
administrator advises that 
it appears as though the 
parties at this residence 
are running a business/
daily tag sale. Parties ad-
vised that they have ex-
ceeded the limit of  3 tag 
sales per year.
2:28 p.m. Report of  a 
young fox near the 6th 
hole at Thomas Memorial 
Country Club. Caller de-
scribes the fox as “looking 
like he wants something,” 
“looking like he wants to 
be pet,” and appearing as 
though he could possibly 
have mange. Caller ad-
vised not to touch or ap-
proach the fox and given 
advice from animal con-
trol officer.
4:20 p.m. Report of  dog 
left in vehicle at Com-
munity Health Center for 

over 30 minutes. Caller 
reached in and unlocked 
door. Officer retrieved 
dog, waited for owner to 
contact MPD, and spoke 
to the owner at length.
Thursday, 8/28
7:31 a.m. Caller request-
ing assistance with her 
ten-year-old daughter, 
who is throwing things in 
the house and refusing to 
go to school. Officer fol-
lowed the caller while she 
transported her daughter 
to Sheffield Elementary.
8:25 a.m. Caller requesting 
to speak with an officer re-
garding ongoing issues 
with a former employee 
of  Red Fire Farm. Caller 
advises that last night the 
subject went to another 
former employee’s house, 
entered without permis-
sion, and began scream-
ing. Caller also inquired 
about trespass options for 
their Montague location. 
Advised of  options.
3:32 p.m. Caller reports a 
disturbance earlier in his 
home, and that when he 
was in the area of  Food 
City approximately 45 
minutes ago, he was ap-
proached by an involved 
party, who said “You bet-
ter sleep with one eye 
open, I’m going to burn 
the house down…” Re-
ferred to an officer.
9:05 p.m. F. L. Roberts 
clerk reports that 3-4 
males grabbed a 30-pack 
of  Budweiser as they left 
the store. Description of  
suspects obtained; Green-
field PD advised.
Friday, 8/29
5:53 a.m. Runner on Route 
63 reporting two horses 
loose near the intersection 
with Lake Pleasant Road. 
Caller will remain with 
horses until officer arrives. 
Officer made contact with 
owners, who came to col-
lect them.
12:46 p.m. Request to as-
sist Gill PD in checking 
on the welfare of  a male 
subject acting strangely 
and spinning around on 
the Turners Falls-Gill 
Bridge. Subject is wear-
ing only a swimsuit and 
has red hair. Officer spoke 
with a party who advised 
that he was walking on the 
sidewalk area before the 
bridge, but never made it 
to the bridge. Subject con-
tinued on his way along 
the bike path.
2:05 p.m. Report of  a man 
in a wheelchair who ap-
pears to be stuck in a ditch 
near the Water Depart-
ment. Caller advises that 
motorists have stopped to 
help him but are parked 

“all over the place.” Un-
able to locate.
3:37 p.m. Unwanted per-
son in Lake Pleasant. 
Party served restraining 
order in hand, allowed to 
gather personal items, and 
sent on way.
6:33 p.m. Report of  loose 
cows and sheep on Sun-
derland Road. Area search 
negative.
7:26 p.m. Family dispute at 
People’s Bakery. Advised 
of  options.
Saturday, 8/30
10:58 a.m. 911 caller from 
Central Street complain-
ing of  what appear to be 
normal living noises com-
ing from her neighbor’s 
apartment. No noise 
found; caller found to be 
intoxicated.
11:08 a.m. Report of  a 
small kitten on an AC 
unit of  the third floor of  
a Fourth Street building. 
Powertown maintenance 
will respond.
5:35 p.m. Caller expressed 
concern about cows in a 
field at the end of  East 
Mineral Road. One ap-
pears to be “overly full of  
milk”; caller is aware that 
if  a cow is not relieved of  
its milk, it can cause pain. 
Officer checked on cow, 
which was pregnant.
Sunday, 8/31
8:23 p.m. Caller reports 
a dozen red lights in the 
sky near her house. Sec-
ond caller reports 30 red 
lights in the sky. Officers 
advise that these are likely 
luminaries being set off. 
Source located. Motorist 
reported that one of  the 
luminaries was caught in 
a power line at Dell and 
Dunton streets and that 
the line was sparking. 
TFFD notified. Reports 
of  power flickering, fol-
lowed by confirmed out-
ages. WMECO en route.
9:01 p.m. Caller reporting 
that he is inside People’s 
Bakery and that one of  
the owners is attempting 
to destroy product that the 
caller paid for. Involved 
parties spoken to; continu-
ation of  family issue; no 
one able to come to agree-
ment on any of  the issue. 
Advised of  options.
10:01 p.m. Caller reports 
that he was mugged near 
Shanahans on Avenue A 
by a white male with a 
bandana over his face and 
wielding a knife. Caller 
refused to give the male 
anything; male left and 
headed toward the bike 
path. Caller uninjured, but 
shaken up. Thorough area 
search negative. Report 
taken.
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The Library at             
Mt. Parnassus
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In the foyer, Melantha gives Otis a critical glance.

By David Detmold

“Taking an interest in children’s 
literature?” asked Melantha, in an 
acid tone.

She was standing behind the 
desk, musing over her Tarot cards.

“Not really,” I said. “Every-
thing’s changed since I was a boy.”

It was warm in the foyer. Heat 
rose from the clanking furnace in 
the basement and the steam lofted 
up to the vaulted wooden ceiling, 
shrouding it in accumulated mist. 

Vertical wooden ladders ran on 
oiled casters on long metal tracks 
attached to the upper levels of the 
stacks on either side of the main 
desk, but in the dim light the up-
per rungs and the higher tiers of 
shelved books they gave access to 
where practically invisible to the 
patrons down below.

Lucius took special delight in 
moving the ladders in exact antici-
pation of borrowers’ requests, pro-
viding a stair to their desired books 
even before Melantha had finished 
looking up their call numbers in the 
ancient Dewey Decimal catalogue.

Over the years, there had been 
persistent rumors of errant biblio-
philes lost in the library after they 
had been last seen ascending to the 
elevated regions where the library 
held its prize collections: calfskin 
bound and gilt leafed quarto vol-
umes on antediluvian religion, 
ancient history, cosmogeny, the 
biographies of the Titans, tragedy, 
oenology, animal husbandry and 
other mystical subject areas and 
rare arcana; these rumors were per-
haps apocryphal.

Along the front wall of the lob-
by a marble frieze, with muscular 
sculpted figures in bas relief run-
ning along the cornice above the 
double glass doors, depicted the re-
lease of Zeus from mental anguish, 
the blow of Hephaestus’s labrys, 
the theophagy of pregnant 

Metis, and the birth by Jove of 
fully armed Athena, the wise god-
dess, from the splitting headache 
of her father. Small wonder more 
people accessed literature from au-
diotape these days.

Melantha was wearing a char-
treuse blouse, with blue and purple 
peacocks seated on each breast, 
fanning their many-eyed tails. 
Some of the peacocks’ eyes were 
open, some closed or drooping. I 
was watched by dozens of irides-

cent irises as I approached Melan-
tha at the desk.

“I’m sure we still have some of 
the juvenile classics in our collec-
tion,” said Melantha deprecating-
ly. She kept her eyes on the Tarot 
cards. “Aesop’s Fables. The Ode of 
Gilgamesh. Ask Penelope. She’ll 
find them for you.”

“I’ll do that sometime, but not 
now. She’s in one of her moods.”

“Which one?”
“I’m not sure,” I said. “One of 

them.”
I came close and said to her shy-

ly, “Melantha. I found a note from 
you the other day. It had fallen in 
the wastebasket. I can’t say I un-
derstood it completely....”

The python on her shoulders, 
basking in the warm air from the 
registers, opened one milk-white 
ophidian eye.

“Well, actually, Ol’ Clare helped 
me to translate it,” I added.

That snake made me nervous. I 
opted for a different approach.

“Guess what?”
“You found a job.”
“That’s right!” I laughed. “How 

did you know?” I felt giddy sud-
denly. “Who needs a resume? I just 
walked in cold and filled out an ap-
plication. At the Janus Corporation. 
They called me back right away 
and told me I was hired.”

“Janus?” said Melantha.
“Up on the Hill.”
“That’s a familiar name. Aren’t 

they in almanacs?”
“No, no. Data mining. I’m just 

an entry level helot.”
Melantha took a long breath and 

raised her eyes and looked at me. 
She smiled ironically, with one 
eyebrow raised, beneath the sweep 
of her dark hair.

“So,” I said, shifting from one 
foot to the other. “I was wondering 
if maybe you could use some help 
with that old computer. Last time I 
stopped by it looked like it might 
have a blown circuit or maybe it has 
a bad motherboard or something. 
I could have a look at it. Maybe I 
could fix it for you.”

The mist was rising through the 
floorboards.

“I threw it out,” said Melantha, 
uttering each word distinctly. She 
spread her hands, palms up, above 
the cards on the walnut desktop. 
“I’ve gone back to basics.”

Continued Next Week 



the montague reporterB4 SEPTEMBER 4, 2014

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 Week minimum).      Call 863-8666

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

“Serving Western Mass for Over 100 Years”
www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346

Since 1910

the Book Mill in Montague Center.
And within the last few years, 

other restaurants and shops have 
opened: Second Street Bakery (on 
Fourth Street), The Black Cow 
Burger, Nina’s Nook, Loot and 
Madison on the Avenue.

Ramsey is pleased by the resur-
gence of the area but notes it’s an 
ongoing challenge.  “In redevelop-
ing older buildings,” said Walter, 
“there are significant amounts of 
legal and financial hurdles to over-
come.  One of my biggest chal-
lenges is finding adequate space for 
buildings to locate.  People say they 
want job development, but we have 
limited options on places to locate 
those endeavors.  

“Overall, the town has a good 
track record in protecting histori-
cally significant buildings in village 
centers while protecting outlying 
agricultural and forested areas.”

Meanwhile, Town Administra-
tor Frank Abbondanzio is equally 
proud of the progress Turners Falls 
has made.  In 1981, the town did an 
economic study with some disturb-
ing results. 

“We learned,” said the person-
able Abbondanzio, “that there 
wasn’t a good reason to come to 

Turners Falls. We had to make im-
provements on our infrastructure 
and overcome a poor self-image to 
overcome the stagnant situation.”

And thanks to the labors of many, 
the great return to renewed activity 
began. 

“The architectural beauty and 
historic heritage of the community,” 
said Abbondanzio, “combined with 
the natural beauty of the river were 
each important in the revitalization.  
They were important in the devel-
opment of the locality as a planned 
industrial community starting in the 
late 1860’s. And we tried to build on 
those strengths throughout our revi-
talization effort.”

The idea of Montague as an in-
teresting, exciting, artistic place 
was driven by the efforts of artists 
themselves living in the communi-
ty. The town and the state were also 
convinced that revitalization lay in 
as many constructive directions as 
the town could muster. 

From 2004 to 2006, members 
of the growing artists’ community 
took initiatives and put together 
public activities, such as the sum-
mer Dog Parade organized by pho-
tographer Ariel Jones and Denise 
DiPaolo, who later started Ristoran-
te DiPaolo  on Avenue A. 

MONTAGUE  CRYPTOJAM!
Z’SD  UDGAREDM  GOO  NED  WGABU  ZY  GOO 
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CJ  RCIIZNNDDU.  -  X.B.  REDUNDANCY

CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: 
INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

Here’s the way it was on 
September 2, 2004: News from 
the Montague Reporter’s archive.

Colle Building:
Nearly Full

The Colle Opera House is 
quickly filling up, rendering the 
town’s vision for revitalizing this 
historic, key commercial block 
with new tenants nearly com-
plete.

After receiving millions in 
grant funding – primarily from the 
Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission and Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds – the 
much-needed renovations were 
finally brought to completion this 
summer.

On August 30, the selectboard 
awarded a lease for nearly half the 
first floor’s space to Michele and 
Elaine Fournier-LeMay, who plan 
to open a restaurant there called 
“bellybowl” in October.

On the upper floors, the North-
east Foundation for Children 
(NEFC) will join Winrock Eco-
logical Services. NEFC is in the 
process of relocating their head-
quarters and 25 to 30 employ-
ees from Montague City Road 
in Greenfield. NEFC was also 
awarded a two-story brick build-
ing, through an innovative com-
mercial homesteading program. 

NEFC Executive Director Rox-
ann Kriete said she was delighted 
with the award of the building. 
“Turners is on the cusp of excit-
ing growth, and this is a great op-
portunity for us,” she said. 

“We really like being part of a 
small town and the feeling of be-
ing able to be part of this move-
ment forward. It’s so fun to be part 

of something that people in town 
have worked so hard for years to 
have, and to see events flourish-
ing here.” 

e.e. cummings’ 
New Biographer

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno 
has made his home in Montague 
for twelve years. He is an author, 
professor, linguist, father, and 
husband to newly elected select-
board member Patricia Pruitt. 

Sawyer-Laucanno is soon to 
bring a new creation into the 
world, with the publication next 
month of e.e. cummings: A Biog-
raphy.

The book has already received 
high praise in advance reviews, 
cited for being “so adept at weav-
ing together the difficult elements 
of cummings’ life that it is the bi-
ographer’s accomplishment, more 
than the poet’s, that remains in the 
mind,” by Publisher’s Weekly and 
“essential to understanding the 
artist and the artistry,” by Kirkus. 

“I have a tremendous amount 
of admiration for e.e. cummings 
as a writer, and gained a greater 
admiration for him writing the 
book. I was amazed at what he 
was able to do. However, there 
are many things about him as a 
person that I don’t admire, and 
these are discussed in the book.” 

Patio Alcohol 
License Denied

Linda Morrow, owner of Yes-
terday’s, a bar at 78 Third Street 
in Turners Falls, came to a public 
hearing before the selectboard to 
request an extension of her all al-
cohol liquor license to include a 

proposed outdoor seating area in 
a fenced-in 8.5’ x 18’ patio. 

The patio would extend from 
the sidewalk to the front door of 
the bar. Morrow made her request 
based on customer demand for an 
outdoor smoking area, in response 
to the recently enacted statewide 
ban on indoor smoking at com-
mercial establishments.

Board member Allen Ross said 
“I don’t want to be in the position 
of encouraging people to smoke 
and drink in one of the most pub-
lic places in Turners.”

Neighbors, including Basi-
cally Bicycles owner David Carr 
and Suzee’s Third Street Laun-
dry owner Chris Janke, said their 
concerns with the proposed patio 
included increased noise levels, 
smoke drifting toward their busi-
nesses, and lack of clear boundar-
ies between patrons of the bar and 
customers bringing laundry to the 
laundromat, or testing out bikes 
on the nearby parking lot. 

Acting chief of police Gary 
Billings said he felt noise com-
plaints would increase in the 
densely populated residential 
neighborhood if outdoor drinking 
were allowed, and felt it would be 
difficult for the bar’s management 
to supervise patrons in the patio 
area, and keep alcohol from be-
ing handed over the patio fence 
to passers by who might not be of 
age to purchase alcohol.

The board expressed sympathy 
for Morrow’s predicament, but 
turned her request down. 

They encouraged Morrow to 
build the patio anyway, to clearly 
delineate where patrons wish-
ing to smoke out front could do 
so without spilling over onto the 
sidewalk. 

Looking Back: 10 Years Ago This Weekas 1% for each degree of 
lowered temperature, if the  
regular setback period is eight 
hours, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Energy.

• If you have ducted forced air 
heating, sealing the duct joints 
and seams could save you 20% 
or more on your heating and 
cooling. EnergyStar.gov (search 
on “duct sealing” on that web-
site) has information on how 
best to do this. 

•	For new appliances, purchase 
Energy Star rated ones. You’ll 
save on your electric bill and 
may qualify for Mass Save re-
bates (see MassSave.com).

• Advanced power strips, which 
you can order from MassSave.
com at a $15 discount, allow you 
to turn off some electronics au-
tomatically when you turn off 
the device that’s plugged into 
the master strip. For example, 
you could plug your TV into the 
master plug and DVD and cable 
box into secondary plugs. When 
you turn off the TV, the DVD 
and cable box would automati-
cally turn off and come back 
on just fine after a few seconds 
of telling you that it is not con-
nected. Cable boxes draw a fair 
amount of phantom electricity 
while they’re on standby, FYI. 
These power strips also have an 

“always on” plug option.
• Dry your laundry on outdoor 

clotheslines and/or racks. Ac-
cording to the Energy Informa-
tion Agency, clothes dryers “ac-
count for over 4% of total resi-
dential energy use in the U.S.” 

• Have your heating system tuned 
up annually, before the heat-
ing season gets going, to keep it 
running most efficiently.

• If your heating system has filters, 
the Energy Star website recom-
mends, “At a minimum, change 
the filter every 3 months. A 
dirty filter will slow down air 
flow and make the system work 
harder to keep you warm or cool 
– wasting energy.”

• Caulk or foam seal air leaks 
around window frames, holes in 
the external walls of your base-
ment for pipes, wires and such. 
These air leaks typically add up 
to a hole the size of a basketball 
in most homes.

• Add door sweeps and weather 
stripping to drafty doors.

Many of these energy-saving 
options just take a bit of time and 
money. 

So, if you include them in your 
fall winterizing, your home will 
feel more comfortable, your en-
ergy bills will drop, and the region 
will reduce its demand for 
energy!

energy from page B1

resurgence from page B1

The first Suzee’s Third Street 
Laundry Lost & Found Fashion 
Show, featuring “recycled laun-
dry leftovers,” took place in 2004. 
Artists, including Jack Nelson, Joe 
Landry, and Nina Rossi, began 
opening their studios to the public. 

Governmental assistance came 
from the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council and the legislature’s sup-
port for its vision for arts and com-
munities fostering art activities for 
their citizens. 

Then-town planner Robin Sher-
man applied for, and Montague re-
ceived, its first of several state Cul-
tural Council Grants. But the key 
ingredient still is the initiative of 
artists, and other business people as 
well as both local and visiting citi-
zens making it happen. 

One of the keys to the resurgence, 
therefore, was the establishment 
of the Turners Falls RiverCulture 
Project in 2005. Recognized as “a 
creative community” by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, Riv-
erCulture puts together outstanding 
events such as the block party, now 
in its eighth year, and over the last 
year the “Third Thursday” down-
town events. 

Pumpkinfest, initiated by Mike 
Nelson, now Montague selectman, 

draws thousands to the village each 
year.

“The cultural component has es-
tablished Turners as a commercial 
destination,” the town administrator 
said.  “People set up businesses be-
cause they want to be around a place 
that other people are coming to.”

The Boston Globe has recognized 
the local cultural transformation.  
And the September-October issue 
of Yankee magazine lists many rea-
sons to come to Turners, delivering 
a stake to the heart of the 1981 eco-
nomic study with its albeit true but 
biting conclusion.

The area’s comeback was greatly 
aided by $25 million of investment 
provided by public funding ear-
marked for rehabilitation efforts.  
Critical, too, was the commitment 
made by private investors.

“Individuals had enough confi-
dence,” said Abbondanzio, “dem-
onstrating that, quite simply, when 
public investment occurs, private 
investment follows.”

Frank loves the area.  He grew up 
in Quincy, learning about the Ad-
amses and other historic figures.  “I 
was trained as an historian,” he said. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in 
the field from UMass, Amherst in 
1973 before tacking on a master’s 

in international affairs and regional 
planning from Carlton University in 
Ottawa, Canada.

“Turners Falls has a rich history,” 
its town administrator said.  “I’m in 
love with the natural beauty of this 
part of the Connecticut River.  It’s 
now been made a publicly accessi-
ble feature with the canal bike path.  

“The waterfront park has been 
so enhanced over the years with the 
bike path.  First Light maintained it 
extremely well.  The utility compa-
ny made a lot of improvements.”

Abbondanzio has been town ad-
ministrator for 29 years now.  He 
began his work in 1980 before leav-
ing in 1992 to serve in the same ca-
pacity in the town of Lee, returning 
in 1997.

“In 1982,” said Abbondanzio, “I 
had a class in the UMass landscape 
architecture department, which was 
doing a master plan for downtown 
Turners Falls.  The professor from 
the class described Turners ‘as like 
a Hollywood set between takes.’  
I’ve told folks over the past decade 
that we now have actors in motion 
on that set.”

Patricia Pruitt contributed  
additional reporting to this 
article.



ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY
Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m.
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
EVERY MONDAY
Montague Center Library: Eve-
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories, with Angela. Chil-
dren are invited to come in their 
pajamas. 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY
Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope Tuesday. Hands-
on environmental experience for 
young children. Story, interac-
tive game and craft with rotating 
topics. Ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto-
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel-
come new families, 10 a.m.
Leverett Library Spanish Con-
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca-
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m.
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Pok-
er tournament, with cash prizes.
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Carnegie Library, Turners Falls- 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m.
Great Falls Farmer’s Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY
Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. Chil-
dren and their caregivers invited. 
10 a.m. Moves to Millers Falls Li-
brary in September.
EVERY FRIDAY
Between the Uprights, 
Turners Falls: Karaoke 
with Dirty Johnny. 9 p.m 
to midnight.  Free.

ART SHOWS:
Nina’s Nook, Turners 
Falls: Out Of Line, pen 
and ink drawings by art-
ist and humorist, Linda 
Baker-Cimini. Work on 
display through 9/10. 

Porter-Phelps-Hunting-
ton House Museum, 
Hadley: Field Notes 4: 
Transect an exhibition 
of drawings, paintings, 
collages and sculp-
tures created by archi-
tects Sigrid Miller Pollin 
& Stephen Schreiber, 
landscape architect 
Jane Thurber. Through 
10/15.

Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 
Welcome to Railroad 
Salvage on display in the 
Great Hall through Sept 
30. Constructions, reliefs and 
large scale drawings by Turners 
Falls artists Nina Rossi and Bar-
bara Milot, with historical timeline 
and commentary by Anne Hard-
ing.Reception on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13 from 1-4 p.m., with a 
presentation by Anne Harding of 
juicy details from the building’s 
past, from its beginnings as the 
Griswold Mill to its present state 
of neglect, at approximately 2:30 
pm during the reception. 
CALL FOR ART:
Call for art submissions for the 
Fourth Annual Triple S: Sensu-
al, Sexual, Smut show. Looking 
for a wide spectrum of erotic art 
from regional artists, previous 
participants encouraged. Exhibit 
opens February 2015 at Nina’s 
Nook, Turners Falls. Send sub-
missions to naban@verizon.net 
before Jan 23. Info: www.ninas-
nook.com

EVENTS:
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Downtown Greenfield: First Fri-
day event, 4 to 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Drew Patton’s Hit Parade, a night 
of croonin’ the hits of the 1940s. 
Anja Schutz photography show 

opening reception. 7th Anniver-
sary of The Rendezvous, 7 p.m.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Labor Day. Kate Winslet 
and Josh Brolin in this locally 
filmed movie. PG-13, 111 min, $, 
with music before the movie at 7 
p.m. Special additional feature - 
a ½ hour documentary: End Of 
Summer – Making Labor Day 
which includes shots in Shel-
burne and Turners Falls and oth-
ers that did not make it into the 
feature film. Interviews with the 
filmmakers and actors shot on lo-
cation and specific commentary 
on why they choose to make this 
film in this area. 7:30 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls: 

Julia Weldon, indie-folk-pop, 8 
p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equalites, reggae, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Green Fields Market, Greenfield: 
Free Chair Massage with Susan 
DelMonte, 10 a.m. to noon.

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Paper Mills of 
Turners Falls Join Bill Wilson 
from the Museum of Our Indus-
trial Heritage and DCR Park staff 
for a program on the four paper 
mills of Turners Falls, 10:30 a.m. 
Starts with a brief discussion, 
then walk along the canal.

Northfield Mountain Recreation 
Area, Northfield: Ahoy, Matey!  
Kids Cruise on Board the Quin-
netukut II. 11 a.m. and at 11:50 
a.m.  $, pre-register 1-800-859-
2960.  

Fish Park, Athol: Tool Town Live 
presents Trailer Park, 7 p.m. Rain 
location: Memorial Hall, Athol.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Labor Day. See 9/5 listing, 
$, 7:30 p.m. with music before 
the movie at 7 p.m.

The Loft  at the Clarion Ho-

tel, Northampton: Vocalist Rob 
Fletcher (Erving) and flugelhorn 
player Ed Brainerd (Agawam) 
perform music associated with 
trumpet player and vocalist Chet 
Baker, $, 7 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Songbirds of New Eng-
land, an evening of musical of-
ferings from songwriters Caro-
line Cotter, Carrie Ferguson and 
Heather Pierson, $, 8 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls: 
Hanging Scarlet. With a mix of 
styles from progressive rock to 
folk, Rob, Tim, Rocky and Joe 
come together to write and play 
music that “Rocks” and has a 
message of hope & love. 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Jukin, rock/reggae/funk, 
9 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Booty Nights, 70s-
2000s Hip Hop & Soul, 
9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 
7
Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 
Canal-side History and 
Nature Walk. Meet at the 
entrance of the center 
and we’ll leisurely explore 
level, paved bike trails 
and village sidewalks to 
learn about plants, ani-
mals, and mill town his-
tory. All ages welcome. 
Continues September 
Sundays  14th, 21st, and 
28th, 8:30 a.m.

Porter-Phelps-Hunting-
ton Musuem, Hadley: 
The Sky Blue Boys, $, 3 
p.m.

Rendezous, Turners 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 9 

p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Bruce’s Browser, Athol: Film 
showing of Inequality For All, in 
“the back corner.” A passionate 
argument on behalf of the middle 
class, featuring Robert Reich 
– professor, best-selling author, 
and Clinton cabinet member - as 
he demonstrates how the wid-
ening income gap has a devas-
tating impact on the American 
economy, 6:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No-
ra’s Stellar Open Mic Cabaret, 8 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Deja Brew, Wendell: Rhythm, Inc, 
reggae dance party, 8:30 p.m.

Rendezous, Turners Falls: Shout 
Lulu, southern string, 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito 
& Doug Plavin, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Great Falls Discovery Center 
Coffee House, Turners Falls: Ray 
Mason. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Coffee and homemade baked 
goods, museum and museum 

store open during intermission. 
$, performance at 7 p.m.

Montague Common Hall, Mon-
tague Center: Scottish musician 
+ Harp with Jim Malcolm singer 
songwriter from Scotland with a 
local harp Trio opening, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An-
derson, renegade blues, 9 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal’s Crab Grass Band, 
Americana, 6:30 & 8:30 p.m.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Jack Coughlin illustration

          978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road

Next to the Wendell Country Store 
www.DejaBrewPub.com

Great 
Food

Friday, 9/5 The Equalites, 9 p.m. 

Saturday, 9/6       9 p.m.

Jukin, rock/reggae/funk

Wednesday, 9/10    8:30 p.m.

Rhythm, Inc--reggae dance party 

Thursday, 9/11        8 p.m.

The Surly Temple

Fine Wine
Draft 
Beer

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 Week minimum).      Call 863-8666

Friday & Saturday
September 5th & 6th, 7:30 p.m.  

labor day

Music at 7 p.m. 
Friday: Patrick Boyd Owens -- guitar 
Saturday: Abdul Baki -- original piano 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

Memorial Hall Theater

POTHOLE PICTURES

community resource 
center 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls

 Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m.

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

(413) 863-9576

“Zane & Malik” one of  the Portraits, Photography by 
Anja Schutz on display at The Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls. Opening Reception Friday, September 5, 7 p.m. 



Diemand Farm Store
Fresh Meat Birds  
Available Every  

Other Week!

Call for More Info: (978) 544-3806

“Come See What’s 
Cooking!”

Native Lumber,
Catering, 

Pot Pies & More

Wendell Farm Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat.: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sundays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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sunflower.  The bees and squirrels 
are busy and we have three cords of 
stove wood at the ready.  

The days at the Oceanside seem 
like months ago. We recall the plea-
sures of first coffee above the sandy 
beach, the long walks on the sand 
whatever the tide, a thunderstorm 
when the life guards brought every-
one in by their bullhorns, the unbe-
lievable traffic on Route One.  

Still, we have braved the traffic 
for a stop at Mrs. Looney’s lob-
ster where she will weigh out your 
choice and steam it for you. If you 
wait, she will send you out on the 
front porch and then step out and 
yell heartily for Ken and ring the 
cowbell even though you are the 
only ones waiting. 

Last year, I foolishly asked her 
how she cooked the scallops, and 
was treated to a raspy voiced, “I 
don’t!” I never asked again.

Then to the rocky midcoast 
where Ken found a rental on the 
harbor trail walk and we indeed 
walked everywhere in town we 

wanted to go and only took the car 
out twice, once to drive to Lincol-
nville Beach and the other to hike 
Beech Hill preserve, walk to the 
Owl’s Head lighthouse and have 
dinner with friends. 

We took the ferry to Vinalhaven 
and admired the harbor seals and 
watched the sun rise and set over 
our own harbor every day.  Ocean 
therapy for two weeks!  

And then the time ran out, and 
we made the long drive home.

Now to the pleasures of the up-
coming season: picking late season 
raspberries for one last pie, walks 
near the tall cornfields in Old Deer-
field where last year we saw the 
Snowy Owl, setting out the Mum 
flowers in rust and yellow, remi-
niscent of the foliage to come, eve-
nings by the fire pit in the cool after 
a warm day, more gatherings with 
friends and families as the holidays 
approach.

The season is bittersweet, with 
endings but also with beginnings.  
We hope to enjoy it all.

Happiness to all of you!    

GARDENERS from  B1

Will it land? Gilberto Cruz, Auston Thorton and 
Tylor Sevene make use of  the public basketball court

at Unity Park in Turners Falls last Saturday afternoon. 

FACES  

& PLACESOREN CLARK PHOTO
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