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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD Art... On the Inside 
GILL SELECTBOARD 

Millers Falls Development 
Project Recommended; Police 
Propose Fines For Building 
Owners, Youth With Spraypaint 

By SHIRA HILLEL 

GREENFIELD - The 
te1ms institutions commonly 
use for the 1nillions of people 
incarcerated in this comitry, 
such as "prisoner," "convict," 
"offender" or "inmate," can 
take away their humanity, Re
van Schendler explained when 
asked a question about aitwork 

Soccer May 
Revive Gill Rec 
Commission; 
Cost Reduced 
For Front-End 
Loader By JEFF SINGLETON 

The future of the Powers Block, 
and for the village of Millers Falls 
in which it is located, is looking a 
good deal brighter today. The town 
of Montague has accepted a pro
posal to renovate a cluster of very 
dilapidated buildings on the comer 
of Bridge and East Main streets. 

Abbondanzio told the Montague se
lectboard on September 1, there is 
a developer with an ambitious pro
posal to create a complex includ
ing a restaurant, offices and living 
spaces. 

The area will be developed un
der the state "Urban Homesteading" 
program, whereby the town sells the 
prope1ty for a nominal smn ($1) af
ter issuing a request for proposals 
(RFP). This gives the town more 
input and oversight over the final 
project, including the financial ca
pacity of the developer, design, and 
the economic impact on the ai·ea. 

created by "inmates." 
Showcasing their human- i:i,:.i.JU.:a.:iL:IW 

ity is the goal of the Frank- Poet Clqy Perri, visual artist Nick Tuttle, poet 
lin Comity Inside Art exhibit Kevin King and visual artist Dung Nguyen are 
opening this upcoining Friday, among the men whose work will be on display at 
Sept. 12, atAitSpace in Green- the Inside Art exhibit atArtSpace. 
field. The visual a1t and poetry 
exhibited is all created by residents 
of the Franklin Comity Sheriff's 
Office (FCSO) jail located on Elm 
Street in Greenfield, and prints will 
be on display through Oct. 3. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Instead of an active recreation 
coilllnission reviving a dormant 
soccer program, an active soccer 
program may help to revive the dor
mant Gill recreation commission, 
thanks to the initiative of 3'd and 4th 

grade parents organized by a local 
resident, Steve Striebel. 

carceration and its effects. 
Clay Pen-i, a poet whose work 

will be on display, said that the 
exhibit is "calling attention to the 
many creative individuals who 
have made mistakes. There ai·e bet-

The location, at the ve1y heait 
of the village, has been an eyesore 
for at least a decade, as the town 
strnggled to evict an absentee land
lord, resolve legal issues involving 
ownership of the prope1ty, and find 
a developer. Abbondanzio also stated the 

Schendler, a sociology profes
sor at Greenfield Commmlity Col
lege who has been working in the 
FCSO, prefers to refer to her col
laborators as "incarcerated men." 

ter alternatives than just locking us 
up and forgetting about us." 

StI-iebel won the backing of the 
Gill selectboard on Monday for his 
effo1t to get the soccer program go
ing again, and the board encouraged 
Sti-iebel to reach out to interested 
pai·ents to tty to recmit new mem
bers for the rec commission, which 
has been sidelined for more than 
a yeai· due to a lack of volunteers 
following a period of problematic 
accounting of the commission's re
volving fund. 

Now, town administrator Frank 
see MONTAGUE page AS 

Their outsider a1twork, made on 
the inside of prison bars, is coming 
out for the public to see. The show 

Recidivism, the habitual relapse 
into crime, is a problem. Education 
of all kinds, including a1t educa
tion, has been shown to increase 
the likelihood that someone will 

is the first public event sponsored not reoffend and retmn to jail or 
by the Elm Street Think Tank, a 
group of residents of the FCSO, 
community members, and GCC 
professors who meet weekly at the 
jail to work on collaborative proj
ects. 

prison. 
The FCSO is a medimn security 

prison, with pa1ts of the jail being 
minimum security. The men there 
ai·e generally se1ving sentences of 
two years or less. Some residents 
even have jobs in the area, and are 
allowed to leave the jail during the 
day. 

Though Striebel said he had nev
er been a member of the recreation 
coilllnission, he told the selectboard 
he had helped to orga1lize and direct 
the town's soccer program for 24 
years, as part of an informal soccer 
league with nearly a dozen neigh
boring towns. 

Marijuana advocates I.l..R and RGR painted on this Avenue A building in 2011. 

It is intended not only to show 
the talent and depth of work being 
created at FCSO, but also to draw 
attention to our countiy's use of in- see EXHIBIT page A3 see GILL page A4 

ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Firefighter Positions Under Examination 
By KATIE NOLAN 

On September 8, select
boai·d chair William Bem
bmy repo1ted that fire chief 
Philip Wonkka was working 
on a firefighter job descrip
tion and was developing 
inte1view questions for fire
fighter applicants. 

On August 25, fo1mer fire 
chief Almon "Bud" Meatty 
and five fo1mer firefighters 
who had resigned in Septem
ber 2013 applied to re-join 
the depaitment. 

Bembmy said he had 
asked Wonkka and police 
chief Christopher Blair to 
provide data on the last three 
yeai·s of emergency calls and 
response times in Erving. 

At the previous select
boai·d meeting, former fire
fighter William Pease stated 
that, since the experienced 
firefighters had left the de
pa1tment, 911 response time 
from fire station #1 had in
creased. 

Bembmy and selectboai·d 
member Margai·et Sullivan 
considered a bulky p11ntout 
from Tri-State Fire Mutual 
Aid Association document
ing emergency calls and re
sponse times for its member 
towns. 

Sullivan said she would 
tty to get the Tri-State data in 
another fo1mat and filter it for 
Erving-specific info1mation. 

"We need to get a bet-

Fire Station No. 1 in Erving Center has been slower in responding 
to calls since firefighters resigned last JalL 

ter handle on the issue," 
Bembmy commented, "so 
we know how to move for
ward." 

Bridge Safety 
Bembmy repo1ted on a 

September 2 meeting with 
emergency personnel from 
Erving, Gill and Montague, 
state police, and Massachu
setts Depa1tment of Trans
po1tation regai·ding safety at 
the French King Bridge. 

Bembmy called suicides 
from the bridge "a major 
public safety issue." He said 
that the group had agreed, as 
a first step, to install cameras 
at the bridge. 

The meeting was facili
tated by state representative 
De1lise Andrews, who agreed 
to look for funding for safety 
upgrades for the bridge. 

Volunteers Needed 
Bembmy wrote a letter 

seeking volunteers for a new 
coilllnittee to supervise tele
vising selectboard meetings. 

Sullivan agreed that the 
letter (see following aiticle) 
should be published in the 
Around Town newsletter. 

Old Mill Fenced Up 
Highway foreman Glenn 

McCo1y reported that he met 
with the town's insurance 
agent at the fo1mer Interna
tional Paper prope1ty, now 
owned by the town. 

McCo1y said the agent was 
happy to see the recently-in
stalled fencing, but asked that 
all first and second floor entry 
points also be secured. 

The insurance company 
will send a letter with official 

see ERVING page AS 

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

The Way Onward and Upward: 
The School District's New Strategic Plan 
By PATRICIA PRUITT 

In the MR's September 
4 issue we outlined the val
ues and beliefs underpinning 
education for our students in 
the Gill-Montague Regional 
School Disti-ict. 

Chief among these was the 
value of persistence. It is the 
quality and stt·ength districts 
need to possess in order to 
overcome the challenges in
herent in building a success
ful public school. 

Over the smnmer teach
ers, administrators, and su
pe1-intendent Michael Sul
livan came up with a list of 
seven fonnidable challenges, 
among them the loss of stu
dents to chaiter schools and 
the school choice option. 

School choice has conti-ib
uted to the ongoing squeeze 
on funding for education 
since the loss of students re
sults in a loss of funds. The 
net cost of school choice to 
the distt-ict has increased 74% 
since FY'l2. 

The district has seen a 
12.1 % increase in utilities, 
ti·anspo1tation, wages and 
benefits wllile the operating 
budget has increased only 
6.6% in the same 4 year pe
riod. 

In FY' 12 funds remaining 
for books, technology, new 
initiatives, and professional 

development was approxi
mately 1 Inillion dollai·s more 
than it is for the 2015 school 
year, a decrease of 38.3%. 

According to Sullivan, 
"While the towns are do
ing what they can to support 
the school, and the school is 
working hard to be as cost 
effective as possible, clearly, 
this tt·ajecto1y is not sustain
able for the District. So this 
context plays a major role 
in info1ming our sti·ategic 
plan." 

Sullivan noted 

that the school must 

work diligently with 

students and their 

parents to bring 

the pupils into the 

learning process. 

The next two challenges 
facing the district have to do 
with the econoinic well-being 
of the population the district 
se1ves. Demograpllics show 
that the GMRSD is composed 
of 56% low income students, 
whereas the state average is 
37%. 

According to the Depa1t
ment of Elementa1y and Sec
ondaiy Education (DESE), 
this often means that students 

begin their student lives with 
an "1m-readiness" to leai-ii. 

Sullivan noted that the 
school must work diligently 
with students and their par
ents to b1-ing each pupil into 
the leaining process so that 
he or she becomes an "active 
leanier". 

Statistics show that stu
dents who do not become ac
tive leainers often lag bellind 
their grade level. 

Challenges to the disti·ict 
also arrive from the world 
beyond the school's halls as 
well. These include the de
mand for 21st centmy skills, 
not only in the use of technol
ogy, but also the requirement 
for the development of critical 
tllinking skills for students. 

The seventh challenge 
concerns the faculty tliem
selves. The recent hist01y 
of DESE receiversllip of the 
Disti·ict plus the frequency of 
administi·ative turnover did 
result in alienation among the 
faculty. 

Tllis is not to say that the 
dedication of faculty to their 
students lagged. The Tell 
Mass Smvey found that 64% 
of GMRSD teachers spend 
more than 10 hours a school 
week on school-related ac
tivities. 

The problem appeai·s to 
come from a lower level of 

see GMRSD page A6 
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Super PACS : The Newest 

Obstacle To Democracy 
Martha Coakley's victo1y in 

this week's state prima1y has got 
to be something of a blow to po
litical strategists who believe that 
central committees and Super 
PACs are instmmental in getting 
candidates elected. 

One of her opponents, Steve 
Grossman, had not only been 
anointed by the Democratic Party 
as their designated democratic 
nominee, he also had the backing 
of the Super PAC Mass Forward 
Independent Expenditure Politi
cal Action Committee. 

Mass Fo1ward, in the days 
leading up to the prima1y, heated 
up the ai1waves with ads, many of 
which attacked Coakley. 

Both Coakley and Dan Be1wick 
raised their own cash. In the case 
of Berwick, the most progressive 
candidate in the race, almost all of 
his money came from small dona
tions from individual donors. 

That Berwick did as well as he 
did is a tribute not to a steady flow 
of dollars but to his tireless cam
paigning and his consistent posi
tion on issues that obviously reg
istered with voters: healthcare for 
all, jobs not casinos, and, in our 
neck of the woods, his opposition 
to the proposed Kinder-Morgan 
pipeline. 

But then Massachusetts voters 
have always prided themselves on 
making up their own minds. And 
again, they did. 

But Super PACs are cancers 
on the electorate. And both major 
parties have them, and have them 
to spare. 

Made possible by the Citizens 
United decision, these Super PA Cs 
can't legally coordinate with can
didates or their campaigns, but 
can raise unlimited amounts of 
money from people, corporations 
and labor unions to suppo1t candi
dates and causes. 

Charlie Baker, Coakley's op
ponent in the November election, 
has already taken advantage of the 
Super PAC Commonwealth Fu
ture, to blast Coakley. This group 
has already spent $1 .4 million on 
ads to suppo1t Baker. 

And Baker's campaign cof
fers are swelling. Baker repo1ted 
at the end of August that he had 
nearly $1.2 1nillion left in his 
campaign account. Coakley only 
had $197,000. 

And Baker's hand-picked 
choice for lieutenant governor, 
fo1mer Shrewsbmy State Rep-
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resentative Karen Polito, had 
$594,000 in her campaign chest, 
as compared with Stephen Ker
rigan, the Democratic victor in 
the prima1y, who repo1ted that his 
coffer contained only $22,000. 

Coakley's campaign clearly 
wants a cash infusion - and it's 
aiTiving. While Coakley did not 
benefit from Super PAC money 
during the primary, now that she 
is the official nominee, she, too, 
can expect some. 

The Mass Independent Expen
diture Political Action Committee 
has already launched one ad for 
her, calling out Baker. 

Coakley will also benefit from 
a number of small donors, just as 
she did during the primaiy. 

In her victo1y speech on Tues
day night, Coakley stressed the 
importance of working and cam
paigning hard to win the governor
ship in November: "The insiders 
... the big money, the Super PA Cs 
. . . they are not going to decide 
this election. This election will be 
decided by hai·dworking men and 
women and their families who 
just want a fair shot ... who want to 
build an economy on our terms." 

We applaud her comments, but 
have to say that we ai·e skeptical. 
Big money does talk. Super PACs 
do wield a tremendous ainount 
of influence over candidates and 
campaigns. 

And spending by these orga
nizations is astronomical. Ac
cording to The Center for Public 
Integrity, the secretive political 
network of Chai'les and David 
Koch has already aired more than 
43,900 television ads on behalf of 
Republican Senate candidates in 
this election cycle in hopes that 
the pai·ty can take control of that 
chamber in November. 

This translates into the Koch 
brothers so far funding one out of 
eve1y 10 TV ads in the 2014 Sen
ate races. 

The ad total includes the six 
most active Super PACs in the 
Koch brothers' secretive net
work: Americans for Prosperity, 
the American Energy Alliance, 
Concerned Veterans for America, 
the Freedom Partners Chamber of 
Commerce, Generation Oppo1tu
nity, and the 60 Plus Association. 

Last Monday evening, the Sen
ate did move to advance a consti
tutional amendment to repeal Cit
izens United and restore the right 
of Congress to regulate campaign 
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Cultural Council Grants Now Available 
As a newly appointed member 

of the Montague Cultural Council, 
I was thrilled to see the Traveling 
Rhubarb Circus and their upcoming 
performances in Montague Cen
ter featured so prominently in last 
week's issue! 

The Traveling Rhubarb Circus 
is one of twenty-two groups, orga
nizations, and individuals whose 
projects received funding from the 
Montague Cultural Council last 
yeai·. 

The cunent council includes nine 
Montague residents who volunteer 
the time it takes to review propos
als and decide how to distribute the 
money our town is allocated (about 
$4500 in recent yeai·s) by the Mas
sachusetts Cultmal Council, which 
is a state agency. 

The grants we give are modest 
- usually between $50 and $300 -
but the impact is significant! I didn't 
realize how much our community is 
enriched by local cultural council 
funds until recently, when I looked 

contributions and spending. But 
while it may even pass in the Sen
ate, it will likely be blocked from 
even being debated in the House. 

Two of the bill's sponsors, 
Senators Tom Udall and Bernie 
Sanders, explained why repeal 
was necessaiy in a Politico Mag
azine op-ed: 

"In 2010, the Supreme Comt 
issued a disastrous 5-4 opinion 
striking down major pa1ts of a 
2002 cainpaign-finance refo1m 
law in Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission. This case 
and subsequent mlings, including 
Mccutcheon v. FEC, have led to 
the explosion of outside money in 
elections through so-called super 
PACs. 

"In the 2012 election, we quick
ly saw the results - 32 major su
per PAC donors combined to give 
more money than the millions of 
ordinaiy Americans who donated 
less than $200 each to Barack 
Obama or Mitt Romney. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

;!Montague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

over the list of projects funded for 
2014. So many great events happen 
because of this statewide program! 

For instance, this year's grants 
by the Montague Cultural Council 
helped make it possible for Edite 
Cunha to offer mosaic workshops 
at the Women's Center, brought 
special science programs to the 
Great Falls Discovery Center and 
the Carnegie Libraiy, helped Laura 
Rodley publish a new volume in the 
As You Write It series of memoirs 
by local elders, and brought "Con
versations for Racial Justice" to the 
Brick House, to name just a few. 

I am concerned that the aiticle 
about the Traveling Rhubarb Circus 
may have given readers the impres
sion that the deadline to apply for 
local cultmal council grants has 
passed. 

Now is the time to apply for 2015 
programs! 

The Montague Cultural Council 
is actively seeking proposals right 
now for ruts, humanities, and sci-

"More than 60 percent of all su
per PAC funds came from just 159 
donors, each of whom gave more 
than $1 million. 

"Even more wonisome is the 
explosion of 'dai·k money' - dol
lars spent by groups that do not 
have to disclose their funding 
sources. The 2012 election saw al
most $300 million in dai·k money 
spending, and the 2014 election 
could potentially see as much as 
$1 billion .... " 

We'd like to think that voters 
read and listen to what the candi
dates are saying and make up their 
own minds. 

Unfo1tunately, this is less the 
case than we'd like to think. A 
continual bairnge of TV ads does 
have an impact. Which is exactly 
what Super PACS are hoping for. 

Elections should not be bought 
and sold like Wall Street junk 
bonds. Campaign finance refo1m 
is necessa1y now for democracy to 
have a chance. 

ence programs that will take place 
in any of Montague's five villages 
next yeai·. 

Individuals, groups, and organi
zations who are interested should 
review the guidelines to determine 
if their idea is a good match and, if 
so, submit an application by Octo
ber 15. 

All the information you need is 
online at the Massachusetts Cultmal 
Council website: www.mass-cul
ture.org/lcc _yublic.aspx. (Seai'Cl1 
for 'Montague' to learn about local 
funding priorities.) 

You can also get a printed copy 
of the application at Montague 
Town Hall or any of tile three Mon
tague libraries. 

If you have an idea for an event 
or a project that will benefit Mon
tague, I hope you will take advan
tage of this oppo1tunity! 

JenAudley 
Turners Falls 

TimLindop 
Remembered 
It was shocking news to hear of 

the passing of our founding member 
ofMCTV, Tim Lindop. 

He was the first person you 
would see as you entered the select
boai·d meeting on Monday evenings 
in Turners Falls. If you recall at the 
meeting on August 11, Angela and 
Julian were both at his side as co
operative pa1tners. At the GCC fo
mm for the gas pipeline, he again 
was seen filming this impo1tant is
sue. On more than one occasion I 
thanked him for his suppo1t, and the 
cooperation ofMCTV. 

He made all of us in the commu
nity, from all walks of life, feel wel
come. His smile, kindness, sincere 
suppo1t and dedication will leave a 
lasting mark for all of us who have 
had the honor to be a pa1t of his 
life. 

BettyTegel 
Turners Falls 
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Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Montague Parks and Recreation 
director Jon Dobosz reports that the 
fencing has been removed, and the 
ball fields at Unity Park are now 
open to the public. 

Turners Falls High School Foot
ball Team begins the defense of 

A Final Ride 
Together 
Members of the 

Mohawk Ramblers 
led the procession from 

Kostanski Funeral 
Home to St. Anne} 
Cemetery in Turners 
Falls last Fridt!J to 

give a final send-off to 
member William 'Pooh 

Bear" Haskell of 
Montague and Colrain. 

MIKE JACKSON PHOTOS 

EXHIBIT from pg A 1 

"They are part of our community. 
This is a small jail, and these men 
will be coming out and living and 
working in our community," said 
Joan O'Beirne, a GCC photography 
professor who is a member of the 
Elm Street Think Tank and was in
stnunental in organizing the Inside 
Out exhibit. 

Don Wright, a fo1mer resident of 
the FCSO who now volunteers for 
the Recover Project in Greenfield, 
said "there is a lot of talent inside 
those walls." 

Wright explained that there used 
to be a large tattoo market inside 
jails, which has been replaced by an 
art market. Incarcerated residents 
will trade a1t in exchange for items 
they need such as soap or a phone 
card. 

Some men are skilled illustrators, 
and p01traits of children and other 
family members, based on a photo
graph and sketched on the back of 
an envelope, are in high demand. 

At the last Think Tank meeting 
on Tuesday, September 9, the in
carcerated men were bubbling with 
excitement about the upcoming ex
hibit. 

Many expressed how lucky they 
felt to have an exhibit when so 
many a1tists struggle to have their 

their 2013 Western MA Division 6 
championship at TFHS on Friday, 
September 12, at 7 pm. 

Saturday, September 13, is 
Shredding Day. Bring your old 
papers and hard drives for confi
dential destiuction from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the Aubuchon parking lot on 
Avenue A in Turners Falls. 

work shown. 

The coffin was borne 
to the cemetery by 
motorrycle, and a 
very large number 

of fami!Jand 
friends gathered to 
show their respect far 

the departed. 

Clay PeITi, a Berklee graduate, 
has been writing poetiy since he 
was 15. More recently he has taken 
up a daily spiritual practice of writ
ing a poem a day. "I call it my daily 
dose of mediocrity," he quipped. 

"I am an admitted alcoholic, and 
I have been going through a revolv
ing door at this institution since 
2007." Pen-i said that when he wrote 
''This Time Around," one of the po
ems that will be on display, he was 
thinking about "changing things 
that lead us to be recidivists." 

He said that 85 percent of the 
men in his pod were se1ving time 
because of diug or alcohol related 
issues that either led to their com
mitting a c11me, or they committed 
the c111ne while under the influ
ence. 

"We don't need more jails. We 
need more community inte1vention. 
We need to take to hea1t Be Thy 
Brother! Keeper." 

Nick Tuttle will have black and 
white pencil drawings on display. 
He said he loves working in black 
and white because it helps him "see 
the grays in life." 

Tuttle has been drawing since he 
was four years old and worked as a 
tattoo aitist on the outside. He said 
he trades his aitwork, including tat-

to 3:30 pm., UMass students will 
work with a crew of students, par
ents and staff at Sheffield Elemen
ta1y School, to beautify the school 
grounds. 

The UMASS students are do
nating their time and energies for 
the second year as pait the MASS 
Impact Day of Service effo1t. It all 
goes to Building Sheffield School 
Pride! 

Come and experience the com
passion and consciousness of Kri
palu Yoga, also known as Gentle 
Yoga, with Jennifer Tufts at the 
Turners Falls Branch of Greenfield 
Savings Bank on Saturday, Septem
ber 13, from 10 to 11 p.m. 

Tufts is ce1tified as a teacher 
from the Kripalu Center for Yoga 
and Health. Move slowly and gently 
through the different techniques and 
exercises. Dress comfo1tably and 
bring a mat if you have one. 

Charles Neville brings the 
swing to the Wendell Full Moon 
Coffeehouse on Saturday, Septem
ber 13. Something funky, something 
sweet, something sublime, and al
ways something new to hear when 
Mr. Neville comes to town. 

Bring a friend up to Wendell for 
an evening of world class jazz in the 
hea1t of small town New England. 
He'll bring along a few of the re
gions finest players, and the Charles 
Neville Jazz Qua1tet will move you. 
We'll dance in a fresh Coffeehouse 
season in the finest style. 

The Full Moon Coffeehouse Se-

too designs, greeting cards and por
ti·aits, or he simply gives it away. "I 
just like that my art is out there." 

Kevin King began writing po
ehy about 2 yeai·s ago. He began 
his practice at FCSO, and his work 
will also be on display. He finds 
poetiy to be a positive release, and 
uses metaphors as an outlet for his 
emotions: "Pen, paper, pulse on 
thoughts" is how he describes it, in 
one of his poems. 

Dung Nguyen will have some 
of his origaini on display. He has 
long been fascinated by the process 
of folding paper into recognizable 
fo1ms, such as animals. He said it 
made him feel good to give his ori
gaini to fellow residents or to teach 
them how to do it. 

Over seven million people ai·e 
under coITectional supe1vision 
- imprisoned, on probation or pa
role - in this countiy, which has 
the highest rate of incai·ceration in 
the world. Most of the 2.2 million 
childi·en, women, and men who are 
now in jail or prison will eventually 
come home, including all of the a1t
ists in this exhibition. 

Many incarcerated people suffer 
from dmg or alcohol addiction or 
mental illness, and many are se1v
ing time for non-violent crimes. 
Checking a job candidate's c11minal 

1-ies is located in Old Town Hall in 
the center of Wendell., offering a 
unique opportunity for music, fun 
and dance; always in suppo1t of a 
good cause. 

Come expe11ence the Valley's 
only Dessert-O-Raina in an afford
able family-fi-iendly venue. Open 
Mic begins the evening at 7:30. with 
concert following at 8 p.m. 

The 70-voice Greenfield Har
mony inter-generational commu
nity choir led by Mary Cay Brass 
will begin their fall session on Mon
day, September 22, 6:45 to 8:15 pm 
at St. Jaines Episcopal Church par
ish hall in Greenfield 

The choir has built a reputation 
for its sti·ong presentation of soul
ful, lively music from many world 
cultures. This fall will feature songs 
from Eastern Europe, the Republic 
of Georgia, South Africa, France, It
aly, the B11tish Isles, Ame11can folk, 
bluegrass, gospel and more. 

Each season, the choir hosts vis
iting perfo1mer/teachers to give the 
choir an in depth look at a specific 
tradition. This session will feature 
the dynamic John Hai11son of the 
Montpelier Gospel Choir leading 
songs from the African-American 
gospel ti·adition. 

Greenfield Ha1mony is a non-au
dition community choir dedicated to 
musical diplomacy, using music as a 
bridge for learning about and enjoy
ing other cultures in an opportunity 
to sing, leain, build friendships and 
have fun! Come tiy it out! 

There are currently openings 
in the tenor, bass and soprano sec
tions. For info1mation about join
ing email: mcbrass@vermontel.net 
and see www.marycaybrass.com for 
more details 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montagu.ereporter.org. 

record is a standard hiring practice, 
and is a form of legalized discrimi
nation that people face, Schendler 
pointed out. 

''You don't have to have a life
style of criminality to end up in 
prison." W11ght noted that many 
believe wrongly that "only cer
tain people can find themselves in 
a situation that may send them to 
prison." 

"One of the reasons people end 
up in jail, is because they lack the 
education needed to get good jobs," 
said Schendler. The idea that a jail 
acts only as a human wai·ehouse is 
problematic. 

The FCSO and GCC have been 
expanding educational offe11ngs at 
the jail, including GED prepara
tion, classes in poetry and painting, 
and college courses. "Sheriff Chris
topher Donelan also se1ves on the 
board of GCC, and is ve1y suppo1t
ive of educational programs," said 
Schendler. 

The Inside Out teaching model, 
which began at Temple University, 
has been spreading across the coun
hy. Its programs bring college stu
dents inside p11son walls where to
gether they study in a college class 
with incarcerated residents on the 
inside. 

see EXHIBIT page A4 
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W4DON 
WHBBL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

<XX><><>O<>O<>¢ 

Route 2 
Over In Gill 

- ,...... -- • .._... ..... ... .. ~ ·- '6. - ' 

LAKE PLEASANT: 
ANNUAL TAG SALE 
AND PIE AUCTION! 

HUGE tag sale 
Scalpers Lodge, Lake Pleasant 

Saturday, September 13 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Pie auction begins at 1 p.m. 
Concession tables available. 
Rain date Sunday September 14 

For n10re infonnation, 
call (413) 774-6982 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
Fencing - Patios - Walks + 

Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding - Excavating 
Septic Systems Installed 

ESTABLISHED 1970 
demerslandscaping.com 

863-3652 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Ston.e' & Throw 
Ft1.rm '\)egetAb{e.& 

S~co·bMh Fttrm 
MA12le Syrup 

'\>ern>oor& Wa.n.fe~ 

9 ec..m - 1 12.m 13y the acc..zebo in. Wen~ell 

' lf-TE Table & Chair Rentals 
Tammy Young 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Tetablechoirrentols.com 

11 Paradise Parkway 
Tumers Falls Mass 01376 

Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner 

WIIIQ 
IHii!!l-ii!tFH·-·IP•M· 

~ BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recumbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicyc1es.com 

.ADIATOR = 
General Auto Repair 

RADJATORS for CARS - TRUCJ<S 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

For·eign and Domestic 
~ Route 2, Gill = 863-4049 l -800-439-4049 
ij11:::::=~ 8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sal.) 
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PAPER 
Week of September 8 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

17 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SUD & &BAJEL 

(413) 773-3622 

For111er(1• J"y K '.~ - big~l!r & hette1·! 

Connecticut River~ 

Liquor & Wne ]l 
Open Mon-Thurs 10am-1 0pm 

Fri &, Sat 1 0am • 11 pm • Sun Noon-Spm 

123Aveuue A • Turners Falls 
863-5066 

Bat In or Ta.ke Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

GILL from page A 1 
"It's been ve1y popular over the 

years," said Striebel. "Gill used to 
have monster teams." But, "Inter
est waned over the years," and there 
was no organized Gill soccer pro
gram last year. 

Parents began asking him to get 
back involved, and according to 
Striebel they provided most of the 
initiative to mow and line the field 
and coach the team, which now 
consists of two dozen 3rd and 4th 

graders, meeting Saturdays at 9 a.m. 
behind the Gill Elementaiy School. 

Striebel said he would like to 
reach out to the athletic director at 
N01thfield Mount Hermon, which 
used to provide students to work 
with Gill youngsters on soccer tech
nique and as referees as pa1t of the 
private school's community service 
program. 

"The people who were running 
the rec commission weren't really 
on top of things," opined Striebel, 
and the paitnership lapsed. 

Striebel said next he would like 
to see the boys and girls basketball 
program jump sta1ted, and the base
ball program resmned. 

"There's tons of equipment over 
there," he said, refen-ing to sports 
equipment purchased by the rec
reation commission and now left 
in storage at the Gill Elementa1y 
School. 

The selectboard thanked Sti-iebel 
for his effo1ts, and, for liability pur
poses, endorsed the revived soccer 
program as a recreation program of 
the town of Gill. 

Gold Cane Returned; 
Highway Issues 

At the beginning of Monday's 
meeting, long time town highway 
boss Ernie Hastings, now retired, 
returned the Boston Post Gold Cane 
the town had presented to his moth
er years ago as the oldest citizen in 
Gill. 

Hastings took the oppo1tunity to 
advise the board to present the cane 
to future recipients in person, rath
er than through a family member. 
Then he invited them to take a tour 
of town roads with him, in his tiuck 
and at his expense, in order for him 

EXHIBIT from pg A3 

Prisoners can earn college credit 
for their work, and the courses act 
as a jail to college pipeline. The goal 
is to break down the social barriers 
that isolate incai·cerated people. 

Four GCC teachers, includ
ing Schendler and O'Beirne, have 
received Inside Out training at a 
maximum security prison in Penn
sylvania. 

Schendler teaches a sociology 
class, "C11me and Punishment in 
the United States," at the FCSO. All 
students in the class, including the 
incai·cerated men, ai·e emolled in 
GCC and receive course credit. 

Chai'les Laurel teaches an envi
romnental studies class entitled "Is
sues in Sustainability," and a new 
class called "Creating Farm & Food 
Cooperatives" which will discuss 
ways to create cooperatively-owned 
business that employ incarcerated 
people. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

to "point out some things that dis
turb me greatly." 

Although he did not elaborate, 
the implication was that Hastings 
still has views about how the high
way depaitment should be manag
ing resources in an era of personnel 
cutbacks and skyrocketing cost of 
materials. 

Boai·d chair Randy Crochier said 
if more than one selectboard mem
ber took Hastings up on his offer 
of a tour of town roads at the same 
time, it would require posting as an 
open meeting, but he said individu
al board members were free to ride 
around town with Hastings if they 
wish to at any time. 

LaClaire Details Repair Costs 
After Hastings left the room, cur

rent highway boss Mick Laclaire 
entered to report to the board about 
the recent loss of a 30-year-old 
brush hog mower, and to detail the 
lai·ge repair bill for the town's four
yeai·-old Komatsu front-end loader. 

Laclaire said the three-point
hitch brush hog has seen constant 
use for decades, di-iven behind a 
ti·actor to reduce mowing time on 
roadsides around town. On a recent 
outing, "It decided to blow up," said 
La Claire. "It exploded." 

He proposed spending about 
$3,200 to replace it with a medium 
duty brush hog; the board asked him 
to present that estimate to them for
mally in two weeks, and to outline 
how he planned to find the money to 
pay for it, whether from state Chap
ter 90 aid or from his own depait
ment line item for repairs. 

But that line item may be di·awn 
down severely if the town finally 
signs off on a nearly $10,000 repair 
bill for the front-end loader, which 
began to overheat this sp11ng and re
quired numerous ti·ips to the dealer 
for repairs. 

The source of the problem, a 
faulty power disti-ibution valve, was 
not immediately located by the re
pair shop, and the front-end loader 
had to be ti·ansported back and fo1th 
to the Whately se1vice center for re
peat diagnostics. 

Laclaire presented the board 
with an ite1nized bill, tallying ser-

Other programs that are offered 
at FCSO include an rut class taught 
by Judith Hai-per and a poetiy class 
taught by Jim Bell that includes reg
ular poehy slams. 

The Elm Sti·eet Think Tank made 
a decision to only credit the a1tists 
in the exhibit by using their initials, 
rather than full names. Some art
ists are unknown, and others didn't 
want credit because they were un
comfortable announcing to the pub
lic that they were on the inside. 

In order to standardize the dis
play, the aitwork will be labeled 
with initials or marked "anon." 

While the incarcerated men who 
created the a1t will not be in atten
dance at the Inside A1t opening, the 
public is welcome and encouraged 
to come. The Strings for Kids vio
lin and cello students and A1tSpace 
students will pe1fo1m at the opening 
as well. 

The refreshments se1ved at the 

vice and repairs over some three 
dozen pages, and said he had per
suaded the service representative 
to knock about $1,200 off the final 
bill, reducing the cost of repair to 
about $9,300. 

The board requested an updated 
copy of the bill, before deciding 
how to go about paying for it. A 
9/10ths-majo11ty vote at a special 
town meeting may be required to 
pay a bill for a prior year, a catego1y 
which this invoice, for repairs that 
took place in FY14, may fall into. 

Individual board members were 
expressing satisfaction with the 
detailed itemization of the repair 
bill, which clai·ified the stunning 
size of the bottom line figure, when 
Laclaire sought to reinforce the 
message that the town was being 
treated fairly by the manufacturer, 
Kubota, and its se1vice representa
tives. 

"They ai·en't hying to Jew you," 
Laclaire said. 

Selectboai·d member John Wai·d 
delivered a stem lecture about the 
offensive nature of LaClaire's re
mark, regai·ding the long histo1y 
of intolerance and persecution of 
an entire people summed up in that 
single phrase. 

Laclaire immediately made 
it clear he regretted his choice of 
words. 

Other Business 
In other news, town adininisti·a

tor Ray Purington presented an up
dated cha1t of sewer and water use 
in the Riverside disti-ict. 

The lines representing the small, 
114 member dish-ict's water and 
sewer use continues to diverge: as 
water users conse1ve, the amount of 
sewage flowing under Ba1ton Cove 
to be treated in Montague continues 
to increase, along with the costs to 
water users for that ti·eatment. 

Since the beginning of 2013, the 
disti-ict as a whole has never used 
more than 15,000 gallons a day of 
water. Yet over the same time pe-
1-iod, according to Purington's cha1t, 
the dist11ct has never paid for less 
than 25,000 gallons a day of treated 
sewage. 

Despite the protests of residents 

opening will be donated by all local 
businesses, including the People's 
Pint, Real Pickles, Greenfield Cof
fee, Clarksdale Farm, Big Y Super
market, and El Jardin Bake1y. The 
incai·cerated men who work in 
the FCSO kitchen will prepare 
baked goods as well. 

Prints of the a1t will be for 
sale, and because incai·cerated 
people ai·e not legally allowed to 
earn money while in jail, the pro
ceeds will go to a charity of the 
Elm Sti·eet Think Tank's choice. 
There will also be a donation 
box at the exhibit, the proceeds 
of which will be split between ~ 
the non-profit ArtSpace and the ii: 
Think Tank. ~ 
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of the water district, the selectboard, 
as water commissioners, have ti-ied 
and failed to come up with an expla
nation for the growing, and costly, 
discrepancy. 

The board signed off on another 
qua1terly sewer bill, for $23,620, 
from the fund paid into by sewer 
users. 

As the boai·d works with the wa
ter operator at the Gill Elementa1y 
School to respond to a recent di
rective by the Mass Departinent of 
Environmental Protection to notify 
pai·ents of school childi·en of el
evated levels of manganese in the 
school's public water supply, the 
town administi·ator said the water is 
safe to di-ink. 

But board member Greg Snede
ker said childi·en attending school 
there are by choice b11nging bottled 
water with them to di-ink at lunch. 

The board is seeking cost esti
mates and possible grant support to 
install a ti·eatinent or filtration sys
tem at the school's well, in hopes of 
reducing the level of manganese in 
the public water supply. 

Although the federal government 
has not moved to regulate manga
nese in di-inking water, the Mass 
DEP cautions elevated levels may 
be associated with neurological dis
orders. 

Boai·d member Greg Snedeker 
accepted an appointinent to the Gill 
cable access conunittee. Snedeker is 
among the minority of Gill residents 
(some say 5%, some say 25%) who 
do not have access to high speed in
ternet cable in town, and said he has 
lost business contracts due to his in
ability to rapidly download files. 

'Tm interested in seeing the en
tire town covered," said Snedeker. 

Meanwhile, the proceedings of 
Monday's meeting were not video
taped for broadcast by MCTV this 
week, due to the fact that longtime 
volunteer camera operator Janet 
Masucci was on vacation. 

Masucci has repeatedly called 
for more volunteers to help video
tape the proceedings of town gov
ernment and events in town. Call 
863-9347 if you can help. 

u 
through Oct. 3. Gallery hours ai·e 1 
to 6 p m. For a preview of the work 
and more infonnation, visit: ww1v. 

franklincountyinsideart. 1-■.., 
,veebly.com. ~ 

The Franklin Comity Inside 
Alt exhibit opening reception 
will be held on Friday, Sept. 12 
from 5 to 7 p m. at AltSpace, 15 
Mill Street in Greenfield. 

The exhibit will be on display 
This pencil and paper drawing 111ill appear 

in the Inside Art exhibit. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

52 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413-863-5395 
Marion Lacoy - Owner 

Hampshire ~in.g Services \!J~ established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
Hearing and Hearing A id Tcchno!Qgy Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Car~ & 

Patience To Optituize Social lnteraction 

As au Audiology practice, 
it's who we arc and what we do 

241 Kiog Str=, Suite J 19 (l'Ot Pourri Plazal Nortlwmptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

lfT'~ ~ 
ncJcYCLE 

274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

, Puts • Helmets 
• Accessories , 6oolcs 
• & Apparel • Models 

ALLAN• DAVID 
Tel; (413) 86'.3-9543 8-ma,il:AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Fax: (413) 863-4920 Web: WWW.AJCYCLB.COM 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~~I~ Of ~ 
Easy in-town location ,f:lst 
Secure 24-hour access ftl\(.lS 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ~, 

Contra~Lors. Flt!a Marketer.;, Tmdeshow Venuors 
and Artists encot1raged m inquire 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding• Practicing Fine Arboricullure 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 ft. Aerial LIil • Brush Chipping 

fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liabilily, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM j~ 
\Vendell, l'IA ,, ~ 

Seruing Nampshire And franklin Counties""~• ✓11~, 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 
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ERVING from page A 1 

recommendations and the town will 
have 30 days to comply. 

McC01y said if the town needs 
more time, an extension must be 
requested immediately after receiv
ing the insurance company's letter. 

Treasurer 
At the August 25 meeting, the 

board voted to sta1t the process of 
changing the position of town trea
surer from an elected position to 
an appointed one when the tem1 of 
the cmTent treasurer - selectboard 
member Margaret Sullivan - ends 
in 2017. 

Administrative coordinator Tom 
Sharp's research indicated that the 
matter needs to come before town 
meeting at least 60 days before the 
next town election - by March 15, 
2015 for the May 2015 election. 

Bembmy asked for a special 
town meeting to be considered for 

MONTAGUE from page A 1 

developer will also pay standai·d 
property taxes rather than at a 
reduced rate under a Tax Increment 
Finai1cing agreement. 

Abbondai12io announced that the 
developer is Obear Constmction, 
whose president, Robe1t Obear, has 
also just been appointed by the se
lectboard to the Franklin County 
Regional Planning Boai·d. 

The selectboard seemed optimis
tic but not overly confident, since 
the project will need to smmom1t a 
number of hurdles. The town must 
now negotiate an agreement with 
Obear, who will need to solidify de
velopment details and obtain financ
ing. 

A recent proposal to develop the 
Montague Center School Build
ing, which appeared to be a "done 
deal" last fall, has been delayed re
peatedly, and has recently become 
the subject of nmnerous non-public 
meetings between tl1e selectboard 
and the developer. 

In addition, Millers Falls property 
owner Jean Goh-ick raised a nmnber 
of objections to the project, includ
ing whether the town has legal own
ership of the prope1ty and whether 
Abbondai12io properly opened the 
sealed bids in response to the RFP. 

Abbondai12io sharply defended 
the bidding process, ai1d selectboai·d 
members expressed the view that the 
ownership issue had been settled. 
However, Golrick submitted two 
written "grievances" to the board at 
Monday's meeting. 

Graffiti Bylaw 
In other news, police chief Chip 

Dodge came before the board with 
a new draft "graffiti bylaw," a re
sponse to increasing complaints 
about spraypaint on buildings in 
downtown Turners Falls. 

The chief has consulted with 
community policing officer Mike 
Sevene on the issue and produced a 
bylaw based on that of the town of 
Wilmington, MA. 

According to a memo by Dodge, 
the proposed bylaw is "geared more 
towards having the existing graffiti 
removed in a timely manner... It is 

Febma1y or early March 2015. 

Superhighway Skips Highway 
McC01y said that internet se1vice 

at the highway garage was poor. 
Assistant assessor Jacqueline 

Boyden said that the highway ga
rage was not included when town 
buildings were wired for internet 
access. 

The board asked McC01y to 
contact internet service provider 
Verizon to complain and to contact 
Comcast to find out the cost for ex
tending the town's wired service to 
the highway garage. 

Personnel 
The board reviewed the town's 

personnel policy and considered re
visions. It decided to keep the full
time employee probationary period 
at 3 months, and create a 6-month 
probationa1y period for pait-time 
employees. 

not about hammering someone for 
doing the actual graffiti." 

Dodge notes that state laws deal 
with the graffiti artists: "tl1e penal
ties are very stiff, including it being 
a felony, and a year-long loss of your 
drivers license." 

Thus, the bylaw begins witl1 the 
process to be followed in abating 
graffiti. The depa1tment will issue an 
order to a prope1ty owner to "abate 
the graffiti in a timely manner as de
tennined by the Police Depaitment. 
Failure to comply could produce a 
fine of$20 per day." 

The bylaw also proposes that "no 
person shall knowingly sell to any 
child under seventeen (I 7) yeai·s of 
age any aerosol container of paint 
capable of defacing prope1ty." 

Finally, the law provides that "it 
shall be illegal for any person under 
seventeen (I 7) years of age to pos
sess and/or maimfacture any aerosol 
container of paint capable of defac
ing prope1ty ... " 

The fine for each infraction is set 
at$200. 

In his memo, Dodge stated that 
these provisions "give us an oppo1tu
nity to hit them in the wallet instead 
of charging them with a felony." 

The bylaw would 
make it illegal for 
any person under 
1 7 years of age to 

possess any aerosol 
container of paint. 

The selectboard agreed to put the 
draft bylaw on the agenda for the 
next special town meeting. 

Nelson: No On Diapers 
Judith Weinthaler, co-chair of the 

Franklin County Diaper Coalition, 
made an unusual request that the 
board issue a special proclamation 
endorsing National Diaper Need 
Awareness Week. 

Weinthaler presented information 
on the impo1tance of diapers and on 
their recent drive, which collected 
enough for 17,000 diapers. 
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The board did not change the 
definition of "essential personnel" 
required to repo1t to work during 
an emergency (fire, police, water, 
wastewater, and highway employ
ees) to include the administrative 
coordinator. 

Boyden said that some form of 
administrative suppo1t from town 
hall was needed during an extended 
emergency. 

Michael Shaffer was appointed 
as Etving representative to the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov
ernments planning boai·d. 

Phyllis Stone was appointed to 
the cultural council. 

Brenda Silva and Willielmina 
Ryan were appointed to the person
nel relations review board. 

The board appointed Kelly Burgh 
of Bernardston as the pa1t time (19 .5 
hours per week) custodian 

for the town hall, senior 1•■.., 
center, and library. ~ 

Weinthaler stressed that the target 
is low-income families who stmggle 
with the high cost of diapers, which 
can total as much as $100 a month. 

She claimed tllis produced a "dia
per gap" in the United States. 

"At some point, these 
low-income families 

need to take care of 
themselves." 
Mike Nelson, 

Montague selecthoard 

The selectboard voted to endorse 
the proclamation, yet the normally 
sunny Michael Nelson shocked the 
small crowd in attendance by vot
ing "no." He applauded the work of 
the diaper advocates, but stated that 
"at some point, these low income 
fanlilies need to take cai·e of them
selves." 

To this, his colleague Mark Fair
brother responded, "You said what I 
wanted to say, but I'm sick of being 
a lightning rod." 

Ramsey: Road Old 
Anotl1er hot topic on the Septem

ber 8 agenda was the renaming of 
Greenfield Road, or more precisely 
that section of tl1e cm1·ent road that 
rm1s south from the railroad to the 
footbridge. The proposal would 
change the name to "Old Greenfield 
Road." 

As most local residents are pain
fully awai·e, the bridge over the rail
road tracks collapsed about fifteen 
years ago and will not be replaced, 
creating a break in the road. 

Town planner Walter Ramsey 
stated that it was "best practice" to 
rename one part of such a road. He 
also noted the problems caused us
ing GPS to navigate a segmented 
road, pa1ticulai·ly in emergency situ
ations. Ramsey described a process 
involving input from local residents, 
who seemed to settle on the adjec
tive "old" to tl1e current name. 

Audience member John Burek 
made an impassioned plea for fixing 

AS 

New Committee Seeks Members For 
Televising Erving Selectboard Meetings 

The Etving selectboard at its 
September 8 meeting issued the 
following call for members to join 
a new Televised Selectboard Meet
ings committee: 

"The Etving Selectboai·d has 
voted and agreed that the time has 
come for Selectboard meetings to 
be televised live through Comcast, 
and/or through internet program
ming. 

"The committee will be tasked 
with developing the service for the 
Town ofEiving from the ground up. 
This would include selecting and 
purchasing of equipment, training 
of camera operators and developing 
policy and procedures for the pro
gram. 

"The Town of Erving cun-ently 
has approximately $47,000 for this 
project. The amount has grown over 

the existing bridge and maintaining 
the cmTent road. The selectboai·d 
seemed sympathetic but, as member 
Mike Nelson noted, "we have been 
discussing tllis forever." 

Lisa Adams asked if the regional 
council of governments (COG) had 
been consulted, since it is a comity 
road. The answer was "no," so the 
boai·d put the final vote on hold for 
two weeks. 

Other Business 
The director of RiverCultme Su

zanne LoManto made a nmnber of 
requests to the board regarding the 
September 18 "Third Thursday" 
arts event in Tmners Falls. These 
included hai1ging colored lights in 
front of the Shea Theater, setting up 
two tents on the sidewalk, and an a1t 
installation in Spinner Park. 

The latter will hang 300 to 400 
cotton "utensils" on a cord between 
a light post and telephone pole, in 
order to exainine "the role of wom
en and facto1y work in the industrial 
age." 

The board agreed to tl1e requests, 
but directed that the utensil instal
lation be hung from two light posts 
which, unlike tl1e telephone pole, are 
under the control of the town. 

The board approved $26,500 for 
engineering se1vices for Drainage 
and Soil Stabilization project on 
Millers Falls Road. 

It awarded $60,000 to Catlin 
+ Petrovick Architects, PC from 
Keene, New Hampshire, for a Se
nior Center Planning Study, and es
tablished a Senior Center Planning 
Committee. 

The boai·d also voted to 
authorize two payments to Baltazar 
Contractors for work on the Millers 
Falls Sewer project. One was 
reduced by a nominal 1 % below 
the required amount, due to I;' 
pending litigation. (I 

Note: Montague Reporter editor
in-chief Chris Sawyer-Laucanno 
has declared a conflict of interest on 
matters concerning Obear ! Powers 
Block bid. Managing editor Mike 
Jackson will serve as editor for all 
reporting on the proposed project. 

the yeai·s through fees generated 
from Etving Comcast subscribers. 

If you have a desire to pa1ticipate 
in town government and to bring 
transparency to our citizens as well 
as to film then we are looking for 
you!" 

Please submit your name and 
contact information to the Etving 
Selectboard/Televised Selectboard 
Meetings. 

No prior experience or training 
is required to be on this committee, 
but if you have experience in com
munication, television, etc. it would 
be a plus. 

Bill Bembury, Chair 
Erving Board of Selectmen 

Margaret Sullivan 
Erving Board of Selectmen 

OOPERATIVE - -
oealty owned Since 191 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarrnerscoop.com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED. INTEt"-1TIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413,834,7569 
HOSPlCE TRAINED 

CPR CERTlFIED 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
413-256- 1594 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ORECISION 
_L./ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

Emu For Grilling 
Wed. & Thurs. 12-Spm 

Ground Emu: $9.00 lb 
"' Fan Filet Steaks: $16.00 lb 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Hwy, Gill MA 01354 413 863-2700 

3)~ 
C H E V R O L E T 

54 MAJI-.-STREEI' 
GAEENFIW>, MA 01301 

KIM SPAULDING 
&istness ,Manager 

(413) 773-3678 
FAx (413) n4-5746 

Free Checking! ~ • 
Free Cash! Free Gift! 

S What's not to love? .1lt. 
.... "#ttl 

m GREENF~~~'~!'!~~! }!!~~ 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 

Memllor FOIC • Mombor Olf 

~ Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodehng Contractor 

Hlot-so1 CPllulosP lnsul,11·jcm • Air~Paling • l:!nMgy Audits 
RPpl~cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Rep;:iirs • Spray Po,tm Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1obb:m::moddi1ig@811tnil,co111 
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Chronic Pain Self-Management 
Leader Training 

Learn to co-lead workshops In your community and help 
people with chronic pain learn skills to self-manage their 
condition, remain active, and improve their quality of lifel 

Franklin County Home Care 
info@fchcc.org www.fchcc.org 

GMRSD from page A 1 

reliance on faculty in making educa
tional decisions at GMRSD (48.6%) 
vs. statewide (74.1 %). 

When asked if the faculty has an 
effective process for making group 
decisions to solve problems, only 
39.4% of GMRSD faculty agreed 
it did. When asked if teachers at 
GMRSD have an appropriate level 
of influence on decision making in 
their school, only 31.3% agreed. 

These are the challenges. So what 
are the strengths of this district? Ac
cording to the superintendent's re
port, there are five critical strengths: 
the first is a dedicated staff; the sec
ond a student-centered staff. A third 
strength is small class sizes, the av
erage being 14.3 students. 

Fomth on the list is the district's 
high quality facilities and technol
ogy. 

And for fifth, the report cites that 
the elected school committee is sup
portive of education of the whole 
child, of performance-based tasks 

Curriculum Is easy to follow, & 
leaders receive lots of support! 

Contact Lesley Kayan at 
413.773.5555 x'2.2:97 or lkayan@ 

fchcc.org to register. 

and critical thinking, of finding 
ways to help all students succeed. 

The school committee has also 
supported performance-based, dis
trict-developed measures and local 
assessments of students' work. 

According to the strategic plan, 
while the challenges are real, so 
are the considerable talents and 
strengths within the District. Teach
ers and administration have ex
pressed their commitment in these 
terms: 

"We need to do it ourselves, with 
limited resources. We can't spend 
time on unproductive things. We 
need to keep focused on our core: 
relationships with our kids, increas
ing our craft expertise, clarity and 
consensus about our goals, and com
munication with the community ... " 

The third and final segment of 
this review of the GMRSD Strate
gic Plan will present the steps now 
ongoing to strengthen the district 
and continue to tum things 

around. U 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

• ~risl 

K:LAROS 
movement 

loga & Flourish ~tt 50+ Turners Falls & 1\loncaguc Center 
Lisa Enz:cr (-11.3) 367-2658 

lisa.cnzcr@gmail.cum \v\\·\1·.Klarosrnovcmc1Jt.corn 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska 's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Thcyn1 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

Sunday Brunch, I Oam-1pm 
413-863-9006 

I -> I r I ~ ., .-,-·■·. •■- r· ■· ■·· ·-: 
1 ,._ ~ - l • I - .. ' 

fresh • local ■ creative 

TH I\.E E-1:! 0 VI\. 8E 

THVIl8I>AY8 + $2.S 

8-UliI>A..Y EitVJr~H 

I0:30 A.M. TO .2 F.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 • 9pm 
Sunday I 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

86.1-002.1 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MAO I 376 

Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls OentaLcom 

Office Hours By Appoinunent 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Ill AboJt-Face 
413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Computer Solutions 

Dylan Korpita 
Candidate 

dylan.korpitatqigmail. com 
\YWw.dk4ma.com 

413-376-5 522 

STATE REPRESENT.All\ 'E- FIRST FRANKLIN 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
' EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 

Old 78 Farm Fall Festival 
823 Orange Rdt WarwicK MA 

Sept lo 12. Noon 
Food & Craft Vendors BBQ 
Kid Activities • Pony Rides 
Music: Adam Ezra Group 
Wildcat Lovewhip Jlr. Noizy 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS. MA 

773-7910 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Titrners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dm,e Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

vvww.turnarsfallsplzza.corn 
119 Avenue A, b'ners Fans ,:. (413) 863-8000 

Serving Home Grown 

Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 
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By DAVID BRULE 

ERVINGSIDE - August 1. 
Yesterday, a day of ton-ential rain 
spent itself beating against the cedar 
shakes of this old house, driving at it 
from all sides. 

The house spairow clan, close to 
thi1ty strong, sat on the front porch 
railings to stay out of it, chattering 
and gabbing like excited children 
in a hail sto1m. Now the calm after 
the sto1m, bright sunlight floods the 
yard, and the river pushes its high 
water past the dripping maples in 
the distance. 

past is brought on by the iITesistible 
beat of the diumming. 

Then the voices of the diummers 
rise up over the deep beat, women's 
voices, men's voices of mourning, 
triumph, challenge, and victo1y send 
chills through those who hear, and 
those who listen. 

By REPORTER STAFF 

On September 18, from 5:30 to 
10 p.m., downtown Turners will be 
the venue for all those wanting to 
encounter, paiticipate and relive the 
fascinating and often tumultuous 
history of Turners Falls. 

RiverCulture's Third Thursday 
events this month feature a wide 
range of activities: exhibitions, 
talks, perfo1mances, installations, 
film and workshops. 

Three hundred and thiity-eight 
years have passed since the doomed 
refugees di·iven here by King Phil
ip's War came to seek sanctuaiy be
side the now placid waters. Few of 
those 400 people left here alive, but 
we have brought back theu-music to 
give voice to theu- spirits still pres
ent at the falls. 

Later, woodland flute music 
brings on a meditative silence to 
the visitors along the river. Gentle 
sto1y telling, plaintive yet persistent 
pure notes rise from the flute of the 
Mi'kmaw. 

The evemng kicks off at 5:30 
with an Avenue A Walking Histo1y 
Tour led by former Montague Li
braries du-ector and Turners Falls 
historian Sue Sansoucie. The tour 
will assemble at the comer ofThiI-d 
and Avenue A. 

Members of the Renaissance Community in 
front of their Rainbow Bus, circa 19 7 5. 

Great heron wings by, calling 
his dissonant quaawk, then a bril
liant Ba1ton Cove bald eagle sails 
downriver through the air, and over 
the falls. Geese float back and fo1th 
behind the flutist. Children toddle 
to the edge of the grass to touch the 
bank of orange-tinted jewelweed 
blossoms and other mixed wildflow
ers. 

At 6, the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center will be showing a continu
ous film loop of White Coal, a docu
menta1y about water power on the 
Collllecticut River. 

The "Free Spin"ts" used the bus for touring the countryside. 

tion of the dams and water power in 
Turners Falls. 

Through liistoric iinages and his 
highly info1mative commentaiy, 
Grego1y captures the pulse of a 
thriving industrial town built along 
the powerful Collllecticut River. 

cove1y Center is the ongoing exhibi
tion Welcome to Railroad Salvage. 

The show features paintings and 
di·awings by Nina Rossi and Bar
bai·a Milot of the historic Griswold 
Cotton Mill, which also had a life 
as the Rockdale's Department Store 
and the Railroad Salvage Store. 

In conjunction with this docu
menta1y, local historian Ed Grego1y 
will be presenting "Dams," an audio
visual presentation on the evolu- Also at the Great Hall at the Dis-

American Redstarl-Setophaga 
ruticilla with Black & White Warbler 

- Mniotilta varia 

August 2. Today there are diums 
along the river at Peskeompskut. 
We have brought them back after 
338 years. The steady, insistent beat 
cairies across the river, it reaches 
up to the streets of the village, up to 
the Victorian houses high on the hill 
overlooking the river bank. 

August 16. The yard is again 
flooding with all mallller of war
blers, even a family of blue-gray 
gnatcatchers, to add to the mix. 
(Do they really just catch gnats?) 
The black and white warblers, like 
the redsta1ts, have been summering 
here for weeks now with theu-fanii
lies, moving back and fo1th through 
the late lush foliage at the edge of 
the lawn and garden. Just the same, 
autumn is waiting in the wings. 

A historical timeline by Alllle 
Harding reminds us all of the past 
and present of this building. 

Beth Reynolds of Base Camp 
Photo will be holding a free pho
tography workshop at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Parish, 84 K Street, 
from 6:15 to 7:45 pm. 

Participants will be able to tour 
this magnificent church and learn 
the secrets of great architectural 
photography. 

Reynolds will also be offering 
tips on how best to work with natu
ral light. Bring your camera and a 
tripod. Pre-registration is required: 
contact riverculture@gmail.com. 

What emotion, what swelling 
pride from somewhere deep in our 

Too much a whiff of autumn 
yesterday: cool, foggy and damp, The First National Supermarket in Turners in the 1960s 

At 7 p m., the Renaissance Com
munity returns to the Shea Theater 

By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - A long time 
ago, in 7th or 8th grade, my class was given 
an assignment titled "A Sense of Place." We 
were tasked with choosing a singular outdoor 
location convement to where we lived, and 
to sit there for thu-ty minutes a day, for two 
spring months. 

We were to keep a journal of our observa
tions, realizations, and the moments of clar
ity and understanding that were supposed to 
come to us in insightful flashes, as if our in
timacy with the place would result in some 
type of telepathic post-verbal commmiica
tion. I chose a spot just a sho1t walk from my 
front door. 

My fa1mly had no real neighbors, and other 
than a good-sized garden, yard, septic mound 
covered in over-excited grass, and a steep hill 
behind the house my parents kept mowed, we 
were smrnm1ded by woods. I chose a place 
below the septic mound, a tliin passageway in 
between our yard and an old logging road that 
went way far up Richmond Hill. 

In this place there were blackben-ies, a 
cool mossy boulder that made a good place 
to sit, and perhaps twenty balsam firs my par
ents had planted that would have been used 
for two decades w01th of Clu-istmas trees in 
an alternate future where they didn't get di
vorced. 

I did not note anything pa1ticularly w01th
while tlu·oughout the exercise. I didn't see 

see WEST page B6 

A Sen~e Of 
Thi~ Place 

any wildlife that I would have thought excit
ing. I didn't notice the probably fascinating 
diversity of plants that would illhabit tliis eco
tone between field and forest. 

I don't even really remember witnessing 
the profound changes in the trees that must 
have occmTed during this transitional time 
of year. Generally, I was bored, and did not 
even have a good working defiIIition of the 
idea of "sense of place." Despite the inher
ently grounding nature of the idea, it seemed 
pretty ephemeral and abstract to my 13-yeai· 
old mind. Probably most days I quit after fif
teen minutes. 

I have a theo1y that states that anything 
that you are made to do as a child and hate, 
you will later love as an adult. It ce1tainly 
holds true in this situation, as developing and 
nmtm-ing a strong sense of place is one of the 
processes I enjoy most in fa1ming. 

It's difficult to quantify what exactly makes 
up one's sense of place. There are too many 
elements, factors, and motes of conscious and 
unconscious senso11al info1mation to keep 
track of. 

It's a ve1y personal process as any two 
people will fixate on different details, notice 
different things, have completely independent 
thoughts and emotions based on the wealth of 
information that a place holds. My sense of 
place where I fa1m includes private aviation. 
There ai·e almost always tiny single-engine 
planes overhead. 

see AGRARIAN page B4 

see HISTORY page B4 

OLD BOOKS AS NEW ART: 
RECENT WORKS BY AL SOUZA 

By RICHARD BALDWIN 

WENDELL - The Wendell Free Libra1y 
Display Case exliibition is a selection ofnew 
work by town resident Al Souza. 

These tlu-ee-diinensional pieces are based 
on printed materials, books and newspapers, 
mostly placed in antique containers. 

Two works composed of book covers are 
meant to be hung on ve1tical surface. All of 
these challenge the viewer to rethink what 
reading and books can be about. 

the contempora1y world, but not in miI1e. In 
my bookworks, I combine the edges - the 
gildiI1g, marbliI1g, or spines - of the pages 
from different books. I re-use those parts 
of the books that hiI1t at what's contained 
within. 

"IIIitially, I presented these page edges 
in unfinished, raw wood frames. Recent
ly, I have taken to using wom, wooden 
boxes as the receptacle for these cuttings. 
It's been commented that these boxes act 
like coffins for the remnants of the books, 

but that would only hold 
tme ifl thought the books 
were dead. 

"Actually, it's more of 
a mating of two different 
contaiI1ers of info1ma
tion -- the book and the 
box. Although the frames 
also contain the visual in
fo1mation that I put into 
them, they seem of an
cilla1y iinpo1tance. My 
choice of the paiticulai· 
box that I use for ce1tain 
edges gives the two equal 
weight in the decision 
making process and the 
dialogue that they cre
ate." 

Al Souza object in the Wendell Free Library 
''Displqy Case" show. 

In tliis work the expe
rience of reading is radi
cally transfo1med. The 
act of lookiI1g at a page 
is conve1ted into visually 

Mr. Souza writes: "I am ... particularly in
terested in old books, usually from the 19th 
centmy. With the advent of digitizing, many 
have been de-accessioned from libra11es. 

"They have become in-elevant, useless in 

experiencing an entirely 
new object. 

The page is changed into balls or into 
rolls; edges are changed to a subtly va11egat
ed and gilded surface; covers transformed 

see SOUZA page B4 
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Pet of the Week 
Do you need a little Pepper to 

spice up your life? 
I am a very social kitty who 

gets along well with other cats and 
children here at Dakin. 

I came in as astray so 
not too much is known 
about my past, but I 
have quickly become a 
staff favorite! 

I may look a little 
scruffy, but I am super 
soft and very sweet. 

I am really not like 
pepper at all, and I 
promise I will not hy to 
make you sneeze! 

So come by and say 
hello. Please give me a 
pat or play with me. 

Iloveall the attention 
I can get! I would make 
a wonderful companion 
for most any home. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

PEPPER! 

Senior Center Activities 
September 15 through 19 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen

te1; 62 Fifth Sti·eet, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at Noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 am. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Supre
nant. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Mes
sages can be left on our machine 
when the center is closed. 
Monday 9/15 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise 
I p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 9/16 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
Wednesday 9/17 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 9/18 
9 am. Tai Chi 
Noon Lunch 
I :00 pm. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 9/19 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Aerobics 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon
day through Friday from 8:30 am. 
to 2:30 p.m. for activities and con
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal information and 
reservations. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call the Center to confi1m ac
tivities, schedule a ride, or find out 
when is the next blood pressure 
clinic. 
Monday9/15 
9 am. Tai Chi 
IO a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 pm. Movie 
Tuesday 9/16 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Dance Fitness 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday 9/17 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 9/18 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
Noon Cards 
Friday 9/19 
9 am. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at IO a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes
day for a reservation. 
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Wendell Meetinghouse Seeks Donations 

The Friends of the Wendell Meetinghouse 
are raising money to cover the costs of an 
energy assessment to supplement the Historic 
Structures Report that is cul1'ently being drafted 
for the building. 

The energy repo1t will cost $2000 and 
an anonymous donor from New Salem has 
promised to match up to $1000 for all donations 
received for this project by September 30. 

This historic structures repo1t will provide 
documentation for historic preservation grants 
and detailed plans for repairs and improvements 
to the building. The energy assessment, which 

is not required for state historic preservation 
grants, will recommend energy upgrades for 
compliance with energy codes and the1mal 
perfo1mance of the stmcture. 

The reports are being drafted by Architect 
Margo Jones from Jones Whitsett Architects of 
Greenfield, who also designed the town's new 
library and town office building. 

Please send donations to Friends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse, PO Box 171, Wendell, 
MA 01379. For more info1mation please visit 
our website 1'1/1-vw.wendell-meetinghouse.org or 
call Nan Riebschlaeger at (978) 544-2741. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Where Can I Get a Second Opinion? 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Is it dangerous to 
take a beta-blocker for 
high blood pressure? 

There was one study 
that found that beta
blockers may increase 
the risk of having a 

hea1t attack or sti·oke if you are using them to treat high 
blood pressure alone. If you are taking a beta blocker, 
discuss it with your doctor. Warning: Don't stop taking 
the diug on your own. 

Beta blockers, also known as beta-adi·energic block
ing agents, are medications that reduce your blood pres
sure by blocking the effects of the hormone epineph
rine, also known as adrenaline. 

When you take beta blockers, the heart beats more 
slowly and with less force; this reduces blood pressure. 
Beta blockers also help blood vessels open up to im
prove blood flow. 

Doctors prescribe beta blockers to prevent, treat or 
improve symptoms in a variety of other conditions, 
such as iITegular heait rhythm (a11'hythmia), hea1t fail
ure, chest pain (angina), heart attacks, glaucoma, mi
graines, generalized anxiety disorder, hyperthyroidism 
and tremors. 

The following ai·e the brand names for common 
beta-blockers: Sectral, Tenonnin, Kerlone, Zebeta, Car
ti·ol, Tandate, Lopressor, Toprol XL, Corgai·d, Levatol, 
Visken, Inderal, Betapace, and Blocadren. 

Q. How should I go about choosing a surgeon? 

The American College of Surgeons (ACS) recom
mends that you look for a surgeon who is board ce1ti
fied and a fellow of the college. 

Specialty boards ce1tify physicians who meet pub
lished standai·ds. For physicians to become board ce1ti
fied in a surgical specialty, they must complete the re
quired years of residency training in that specialty, and 
then pass a comprehensive examination. 

The specialty boards issue ce1tificates that are valid 
for six to ten yeai·s. To retain ce1tification, physicians 
must become rece1tified and must show continuing ed
ucation in their specialty. 

Fellows of the ACS are board-ce1tified surgeons 
whose education, training, professional qualifications, 
surgical competence, and ethical conduct have been 
found to be consistent with the college's standards. The 
letters "FACS" after a surgeon's name stands for Fel
low of the American College of Surgeons. 

If you want to know about a surgeon, you can phone 
your state or county medical association for help. Or 
you can just ask a prospective surgeon to provide cre
dentials. Often, you can find the info1mation you need 
hanging in frames on a surgeon's office walls. 

Q. What questions should I ask before undergoing 
an operation? 

Here is a list of significant questions you can ask you 
doctor before the surge1y: 
• Why do I need the operation? 
• Do I need it now, or can it wait? 
• What happens ifl don't have the operation? 
• What are the benefits of having the operation? 
• How long will the benefits last? 
• What are the risks of having the operation? 
• Are there alternatives to surge1y? 
• How will the surge1y affect my quality of life? 
• Where can I get a second opinion? 
• What experience do you have perfo1ming this sur-

ge1y? 
• Where will the operation be done? 
• Will I have to stay overnight in the hospital? 
• Is it possible to have same-day surge1y as an out-pa

tient? 
• What kind of anesthesia will I need? 
• What are the side effects and risks of having anesthe-

sia? 
• How long will it take me to recover? 
• Will I be in pain? How long will the pain last? 
• When will I be able to go home after the surge1y? 
• What will the recove1y be like? 
• Can you di·aw a diagram and explain how you do the 

surge1y? 
• Can you please mark the pa1t of my body you will 

operate on? 
• Is there anything else I should know about this 

surge1y? 
Questions? Send them to 

fred@healthygeezer.org .. 
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P.O. Box-16 
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HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 
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Hartnett Plumbing 
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l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
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Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 
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make the web work for your business 

mfchael muller 
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413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 
montague, ma 01351 
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Melantha relies on a tried and tme method of seeking the 
hidden treasures of the library's collection. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

"Ah," I said. "The old card cata
logue. There's a fail safe method. 
But some patrons might appreciate 
being able to hook up to the internet 
in this day and age, you know?" 

''They do," said Melantha, tmning 
over another card. It was the King of 
Swords. She placed it upside down 
at the end of the tarot spread. 

Without warning, the town build
ing inspector, Hector Jarvis, walked 
in through the double doors. He 
shook the snow off the collar of his 
beat up old pea jacket, and a pack 
of Balkan Sobranies fell out of his 
pocket and scattered on the floor. 

Ja1vis bent down to pick up the 
cigarettes, butt his glasses were so 
fogged in the steam of his airival it 
seemed he was locating them mainly 
by touch. He missed a few. 

"Hector," said Melantha. "I 
thought you were in Tahiti." 

"I just got back," he said, taking 
off his gloves ai1d his glasses ai1d de
positing them on the desktop, where 
they begai1 forming a small water 
seep. Melantha swept the cards up in 
an untidy mess ai1d dropped them in 
a desk drawer. 

"Where's Clare?" said Jaivis. 
"Weren't the South Seas to yom 

liking?" she responded. "No thatched 
pole huts for you to inspect? No na
tive girls in hibiscus skirts?" 

"I had to get back to work," said 
Ja1vis humorlessly. "I hear town 
meeting has decided to spend more 
money repairing this old dmnp." 

"Perhaps they will change their 
minds and leave well enough alone," 
said Melantha, adding mildly, "now 
that you are here." 

''That crack in the front landing is 
dangerous," said Jaivis. 

''Not if you approach it cai·eful
ly." 

''The unifo1m code is designed 
to eliminate guesswork, especially 
in mmricipal buildings." He blinked 
myopically at the python on Melan
tha's shoulders. 

"Guesswork. That is a te1m I ain 
muamiliai· with." 

"People have to make their way 
in safely, don't they?" demanded Jai·
vis. ''That lai1ding isn't up to code." 

"Code?" said Melai1tha, flaiing 
her nostrils. "Where is the code for 
the Hermetic knowledge laid down 
years ago by the founders? Archi
tectme is the blueprint of revelation. 
Best not to tainper with the design of 
the original masons." 

"I believe town meeting was 
mistaken in one respect," said Jar
vis, wiping his glasses on Iris shiit
tails. ''They can't rebuild the outside 
stairs." 

"On this we agree," said Melan
tha. 

''No," the building inspector con
tinued. "They'll have to make the 
front entrai1ce handicapped acces
sible. With a rise as steep as that, that 
should prove cost prolribitive." Jar
vis delivered this verdict as he bent 
down to retrieve a dainp cigai·ette 
from the mud puddle at his feet. "We 
wai1t everyone to have equal access 
to the library." 

Lucius appeared beside lrim from 
out of nowhere, his aims akimbo, 
his pudgy hai1ds balled into fists. He 
stared up at Ja1vis, who took no no
tice. 

"I've ah·eady asked the select
board to look into alternative plans, 
and to see about rescinding that 
vote," said Jaivis. 

"Do tell." 
''The idea is to put up a new build

ing, out by the sanitary landfill, to 
house the senior center, the highway 
gai·age, and the libra1y all in one." 

A tlrin streain of steain started to 
wlristle from the tea kettle. Jaivis 
took Iris glasses off again to wipe 
them on his shut. 

"It will just be a simple big box 
concrete block constmction. No
body can afford to build ai1ytlling as 
ornate as this building anymore. But 
it should allow us to kill two or three 
birds with one stone," said Jaivis, in 
his flat, nasal cadence. 

I looked over to see how Ulysses 
was taking this. 

"And how, pray," said Melantha, 
drawing herself up to her full height, 
with the python's head arcing sight
lessly up from one shoulder, "do you 
imagine a town as poor as oms will 
find the money to pay for such a con
struction?" 

"By selling this one." 
"Hector!" 
Old Clare caine caree11ing ai·ound 

the comer oftl1e card catalogue. ''Do 
I have to chase you all ai·om1d the 
building? I thought om appointment 
was for ten of three." 

"Sony. I got delayed. My secre
tary double-booked me." 

"I'll double book you," said Clai·e, 
knocking his pipe out in a shower 
of sparks on a hai·d cover edition of 
Kennetl1 Clarke's On Bureaucracy. 

Continued next week . 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Officer Advises That This Will Likely Recur 
Monday, 9/I 
12:51 a.m. Multiple re
ports of a power out
age on Fairway Avenue. 
WMECO notified. 
11 :54 a.m. Report of sev
eral subjects standing on 
the island below the Gen
eral Pierce Bridge. Officer 
found that subjects were 
fishing and that water was 
not at a dangerous level. 
12 noon. Party into lobby 
to report that tall flowers/ 
plants near the stop sign 
at South Lyman Street 
and Millers Falls Road 
were creating a hazard, 
and that she nearly struck 
a pedestrian today because 
she could not see through 
them. Responding officer 
advises that there is plenty 
of sight distance; no need 
for further action. 
5:02 p.m. Caller reports 
she arrived home to her 
Avenue A apartment 10 

minutes ago, observed a 
male coming from the di
rection of her apartment, 
and noticed her door 
was kicked in. Unknown 
whether anything is miss
ing. Report taken. 
6:33 p.m. Large limb on 
power lines at Greenfield 
Road and Meadow Road 
causing power outage. 
Road closed briefly. 
6:54 p.m. Caller reports 
that earlier he passed a 
small black vehicle pulled 
over near Turners Falls 
and Millers Falls Roads; 
the vehicle then came up 
behind him and bumped 
his vehicle. No damage to 
his vehicle, but he smelled 
alcohol on the other opera
tor. Referred to an officer. 
9:52 p.m. Multiple calls 
reporting loud yelling and 
screaming coming from 
the alley between Third 
and Fourth Streets. Inves
tigated; officer will be fil
ing a child abuse/neglect 
report. 
10:15 p.m. 911 caller from 
Turners Falls Road re
ports that he was awoken 
by his grandparents, who 
told him that there was 
a female in their kitchen 
calling the grandfather's 
name. Officers spoke to 
parties and checked area; 
unable to locate. 
Tuesday, 9/2 

2:38 a.m. Caller from 
Rastallis Street reports a 
suspicious vehicle parked 
near their apartment; call
er's boyfriend observed 
the vehicle occupants at
tempting to get their cat 
to come to the car. Sub
jects left and drove to the 
town garage, where they 
parked for several minutes 
with lights off, then head-

ed toward M Street. Area 
search negative. 
6:45 a.m. Caller reports 
that her daughter's bike 
was stolen from their base
ment on Newton Street, 
and that she saw a juvenile 
male known to her riding 
it in Erving. Suspect con
tacted and advised of situ
ation and options. 
9:51 a.m. Officer addressed 
graffiti issue on Avenue 
A. 
12:56 p.m. Caller locked 
out of vehicle in the Fam
ily Dollar parking lot; 
caller's grandson is inside 
the vehicle. Services ren
dered. 
2 p.m. Cumberland Farms 
employee conveyed a re
port that a woman left 
a child in her unlocked, 
running vehicle while she 
went into the store. Ve
hicle last seen heading 
toward Avenue A. Area 
search negative; requested 
Greenfield PD to perform 
welfare check at owner's 
last known address. 
5:27 p.m. Passerby reports 
a bear that was in the area 
of Millers Falls Road and 
may now be hung up on a 
fence by the airport. Area 
search negative. 
7:02 p.m. Model airplane 
crashed into a tree at air
port, causing the tree to 
catch on fire. No buildings 
endangered, but more 
trees nearby. TFFD noti
fied and en route. Fire ex
tinguished. 
Wednesday, 9/ 3 

8:40 a.m. Report of a road 
rage incident that began 
on T Street and continued 
through Montague City 
across the General Pierce 
Bridge into Greenfield. 
Referred to Greenfield 
PD. 
8:54 a.m. Request for extra 
patrols at North Leverett 
Road and Ripley Road, 
where a resident periodi
cally hears vehicles rev
ving their engines and can 
see tire marks in the road. 
11:45 a.m. 

was arrested on a straight 
warrant. 
2:41 p.m. Caller observed 
a male holding what she 
believed to be a shotgun 
inside a trash bag on Av
enue A. Caller did not see 
a shotgun, but suspected 
it based on the position
ing of the subject's hand, 
which appeared to be on 
a trigger. Officer checked 
area; unable to locate. Of
ficer advised that there are 
people in the area clean
ing up and that the subject 
may have been with that 
group. 

5:53 p.m. Caller states that 
she may have left a "Mar
tha Stewart'' bag and in
side that a "Vera Bradley" 
bag containing all of her 
medications in a neigh
bor's apartment. Caller 
unable to contact neigh
bor. Report taken. 
6:55 p.m. Following ave
hicle stop on Third Street, 
a party was removed to 
the hospital. 
Thursday, 9/4 

11:13 a.m. Caller reports 
that his grandfather was 
driving through a work 
area in Montague Center 
and sideswiped a work 
truck. Confirmed no in
juries. Officer found that 
caller's grandfather's ve
hicle may have broken a 
bral,e line. Report tal,en. 
2:40 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident with airbag de
ployment at Millers Falls 
Road and Turnpike Road. 
MedCare advised of inju
ry to passenger. Summons 
issued; report tal,en. 
7:10 p.m. Caller reports 
her child's orange bike was 
stolen from her mother's 

and aunt had arrived and 
that the infant's father was 
present; all appeared to be 
calm. Officers responded 
to scene and served female 
with paperwork. 
10:51 a.m. Caller reported 
that last night a female 
kicked in his door and 
broke into his apartment 
on Fifth Street. Caller's 
medication is now miss
ing. Referred to an officer. 
8:49 p.m. Caller reports 
that he came home to 
find a bicycle in a parking 
spot on Third Street that 
he pays for every month. 
Caller states that if some
thing happens to his car, he 
is going to "hurt someone 
real bad." Caller also states 
that he cut the tires on the 
bike, because they have no 
business parking in his 
spot. Officer en route; un
able to locate bil,e. 
Saturday, 9/ 6 

12:06 a.m. 911 caller re
ports that a woman on the 
third floor level of the fire 
escape is trying to gain 
entry into a building on 
Canal Street. Officers en 

house on Greenfield Cross route. Female taken into 
Road and that there have protective custody. 
been other items stolen 8:44 a.m. Report of a male 
from the house recently. screaming offensive things 
Report tal,en. from a house on G Street; 
1 O: 16 p.m. Call transferred ongoing issue. Peace re
from Northampton State stored. Officer advises that 
Police; party requesting this will likely recur. 
assistance in retrieving 3:37 p.m. Caller advises 
her belongings from her that three youths are grab
ex's apartment on Fifth bing a snapping turtle by 
Street. Services rendered. the tail and poking it with 
10:28 p.m. Caller from a stick near the car wash 
New Street reports that on Montague City Road. 
his girlfriend is drunk and Area search negative. 
out of control, hitting him 8: 12 p.m. Motor vehicle 
and others. Montague and rollover ,vith entrapment 
Erving officers en route. on Sunderland Road. Ve
Caller called back and hide occupant conscious 
requested an ambulance; with unknown injuries. 
female had fallen over the MCFD, TFFD, MedCare, 
porch railing and was un- and Amherst Ambulance 
conscious but breathing. advised. WMECO noti
TFFD and MedCare ad- tied. Vehicle towed. 
vised. Female transported Sunday, 9/7 

to hospital. 10:01 a.m. Dead turkey re-
Friday, 9/5 moved from Millers Falls 
8:33 a.m. Complaint re- Road. 
garding dog barking from 10:01 a.m. Millers Falls 
midnight to 3 a.m. on Road residents warned 
Greenfield Road. Animal regarding exceeding al
control will follow up. lowed number of tag sales 
10:20 a.m. Request for per year. 
an officer in conjunction 4:59 p.m. Report of a 
with an earlier call: previ- highly intoxicated white 
ously hospitalized female male carrying a paper 
left ER before staff could bag ,vith a beer can in it; 
remove her IV, traveled last seen walking down 
to Turners Falls, and left L Street toward Fourth 
with her 20 month old Street. Unable to locate. 
son accompanied by her 5:57 p.m. Caller from Ren
aunt. Greenfield and State dezvous reports an in
Police requested to be on toxicated male bothering 
lookout. Protective order patrons; party was kicked 
involving female faxed to out earlier but has re
MPDbycourt.Subsequent turned. Party located and 
call from New Street re- transported to the resi
ported that mother, child, dence where he is staying. 
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AGRARIAN from page B1 

Sometimes they fly low over
head. One time we all stared gap
ing as a small plane's engine cut out 
and they maneuvered, unpowered, 
over the wide landing strip of the 
Connecticut River. I thought they 
were attempting to save their lives 
by ditching in the river, and the 
plane actually made the cinematic 
sound of a bomb falling to ea1th. 

But during their steep descent, 
while my breath lay caught in my 
throat, the engine unexpectedly 
roared anew and they lifted safely 
away. 

Later someone infonned me 
that this maneuver, refened to as 
"bump starting," relies on diving 
fast enough so that the speed of the 
propeller being turned by the wind 
can start the engine, akin to hill
sta1ting a car with a dead batte1y. 

For me, perhaps because of 
my Vermont heritage, topography 
is ve1y important to my sense of 
place. My farm is in the Connecti
cut Valley in Sunderland, and it is 
maybe the flattest place I've seen 
in interior New England. 

But despite the flatness that from 
Route 47 appears complete, I know 
that our fields in this location have 
a gentle slope up, then back down 
again, with the higher pa1t in the 
middle being quite sandy. 

This micro-topography affects 
how things grow, which areas will 
be weedier, and how we must ad-

just tractor implements to account 
for differing soil conditions. I have 
also become quite intimate with 
Mt. Sugarloaf, Mt. Toby and the 
hills of Leverett. 

I know that pretty much when
ever it rains, mist rises from the 
woods crowding the hills. I've 
become familiar with how sto1m 
clouds punch through the low sad
dle between the 1101th and south 
peaks of Mt. Sugarloaf and the 
specific rnsty tone of its sandstone 
cliffs. 

The familiarity I have with the 
land here and the other pizza slices 
that make up my sense of place 
give me great comfort. It makes 
me feel rooted, like I belong in a 
place because I understand it. I be
lieve that it's easy, as in my own 
condition as a 13-year-old hying to 
complete an assignment that didn't 
really make sense, to never develop 
a valuable sense of place in relation 
to anywhere. 

Perhaps it's a difficult thing to 
understand when we live indoor 
lives, spend our time on roads and 
in cities. But it is a ve1y impo1tant 
concept and maybe more signifi
cantly, a feeling, because from it 
alone arise ideas like stewardship, 
conservation, and sustainability. 

I hope that my 7th grade teacher 
continues with the assignment, and 
that more young people will learn 
to appreciate places in the way that 
oenophiles appreciate wines or 

Here :S-the way it was on September 
9, 2004: News from the Montague 
Repo1ter :S-archive. 

Basic Car Maintenance 
Class Empowers Women 

When not helping women give 
bi1th, homebiith midwife Cor
rie Gamet can be found under the 
hood of a car delivering good ad
vice to women about the mechan
ics of vehicles. 

Eitherway, empoweringwomen 
is Garnet's basic motivation. Gar
net se1ved as the insuuctor for a 
four-week basic car mailltenance 
skills class at the Tii'e Warehouse 
in Greenfield, that ended Septem
ber 7. 

The Brick House Community 
Resource Center and The Turners 
Falls Women's Resource Center 
offered the class, and the Recove1y 
Project sponsored it. Tire Ware
house owner Lennie Weeks of
fered space for the class because 
he wanted to see women empow
ered in order to gaill a sense of se
curity. 

Throughout the 4 classes, the 
five paiticipants leained by work
ing on theii' own cars with theii' 
own equipment. Gamer taught 
her students how to check flu
ids, change light bulbs and fuses, 
change a tii'e, maintaill proper tii'e 
pressure, and many other useful 
skills. Each paiticipant received a 
kit of necessary tools donated by 

Beer Advocate readers do Belgian 
beers. 

This is an imperfect, cmde met
aphor, but one thing I do know is 
that I will continue to pair fine sour 
beverages with places that I've 
tried equally hai·d to leai·n to appre
ciate when we quit work at 
5 o'clock eve1y day. u 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

French King Pumpkin Drop Rescheduled, TBA 
Monday, 8/i8 

6:1'5 a.m. Alarm sounding 
from Blake House ATM 
machine. Checked 01{. 
Tuesday, 8/19 

7:15 a.m. 
Harassment order issued 
and served to Oak Street 
resident. 
9:10 a.m. Past noise com
plaint reported for busi
ness establishment in cen
ter of town. Complaint 
verbally forwarded to 
town administrative as
sistant. 
7:20 p.m. Assisted Mon
tague PD with several 
noise issues in their com
munity. 
Wednesday, 8/20 

12 p.m. Notified of resi
dent released from House 
of Correction to River 
Road area. 
1:15 p.m. Court process 
served to French l{ing 

Highway resident. 
Thursday, 8/21 

7:30 p.m. Assisted 
nardston PD with 
away. 
Saturday, 8/23 

Ber
nm-

9 p.m. Family disturbance 
on West Gill Road. Some 
parties transported; oth
ers checked OK. 
Sunday, 8/24 

2:50 p.m. Subjects report
ed trespassing on South 
Cross Road. 
6: 15 p.m. Greenfield PD 
requested welfare check 
on children at Barton 
Cove campground. 
7: 10 p.m. ·well-being 
check requested on Wyart 
Road. All OK. 
9:50 p.m. Medical assis
tance on West Gill Road. 
Tuesday, 8/26 

9:30 p.m. Requested by 
UMass police to check 
Barton Cove campground 

for suspect in lewd/in
decent exposure case on 
their campus. Suspect had 
moved. 
Wednesday, 8/2'7 

1:15 p.m. Resident of Riv
er Road issued an abuse 
prevention order. 
3:30 p.m. Resident of Riv
er Road issued a second 
abuse prevention order. 
7:20 p.m. Bear reported in 
roadway on North Cross 
Road. 
Thursday, s/28 

12 noon. Pellet gun 
turned into station by 
resident, who found it at a 
business. 
12: 10 p.m. Medical assis
tance provided on Boyle 
Road. 
1 p.m. Illegal dumping 
reported by North Cross 
Road resident in Green
field. Under investigation. 
1:10 p.m. Hazardous 

waste located on school 
playground. 
Friday, 8/29 

12:1'0 p.m. Subject report
ed walking in roadway on 
Turners Falls-Gill bridge. 
Same located in Mon
tague. 
12:1'5 p.m. Animal com
plaint on Lyons Hill Road. 
Gone on arrival. 
5:55 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident at the Wagon 
Wheel. No injuries re
ported. 
Sunday, s/ 31 

10 a.m. Injured cat report
ed in the area of the Gill 
Tavern. Not located. 
10:30 a.m. Assisted Ber
nardston PD with motor 
vehicle accident on Route 
10. 

1:1'0 p.m. Youths reported 
throwing pumpkins off 
the French l{ing Bridge. 
Gone on arrival. 

local auto paits suppliers. 
Karen Love enjoyed leaining to 

chai1ge a tire ai1d identify the pa1ts 
of an engine. She said she had al
ways been interested in how cars 
work, but never really knew where 
to go to learn. When Gainet told 
her about the class she was eager 
to paiticipate. 

There are enough funds for two 
more series of classes. 

Two Ounces of 
Pot on Fourth Street 

On the afternoon of Septem
ber 8, Montague PD detective Lee 
Laster and other officers from the 
Franklin Hampshii'e Nai·cotics 
Task Force aiTested 3 people at a 
4th St address. Shane Doucette was 
chai·ged with distI'ibution of a class 
D drug with intent to disu·ibute. 

"We only got them with two 
ounces of marijuana, prepackaged 
in 1/4 ounce and 1/2 ounce bags, 
along with packaging material and 
pai·aphemalia," said Laster. "It was 
enough." 

Laster regards this as one small 
victo1y in the street-level war 
against diugs, pitting him and 
other officers of the Task Force on 
the front lines agamst small-tune 
dealers. "Each time we make a 
bust, we're sending the message. 
We're out here. We aren't going 
away. That's one more dealer off 
the su·eet." 

Laster said the citizens of Turn-

HISTORY from page B 1 

at 71 Avenue A in the form of Free 
Spirits, a documenta1y by Bmce 
Geisler about this conu·oversial 
community that for a time in the 
1970s held sway over businesses 
and culture downtown. 

Photos and ephemera from the 
pe11od will be on display in the lob
by of the Shea. 

Following the film, there will be 
a "Question and Answer" session 
with fo1mer members of the com
munity. 

On the Avenue, vi1tuoso fiddler 
Kenny Butler will ente1tain passers
by with distinctive Irish music. 

At Spinner Pai·k an mstallation 
by Ma1ykate Smith Despres will ex
amine the role of women in indus
tI'ial age facto1y work. 

Hungiy? h1 addition to the many 
Tm11ers Falls eateries, tl1ere will be a 
free Polish food table set up on tl1e 
comer of Third Su·eet ai1dAvenueA. 

In the storefront window at 106 
Avenue A, "Many Yesterdays," a 
video installation produced by Riv
erCulture, will be screening contin
uously throughout the evening. The 
video features historic still photos 
and early moving images of Turn
ers Falls. 

Also in the storefront windows at 
106-112 Avenue A is "The Ongoing 
Spi11t of Creativity," an exhibition 
by fom1er Renaissance Commmrity 
members of both new art and cre
ations from the active period of the 

Renaissance Community in 11!!11■ 
Turners. lil!I 

ers Falls should not let their guai·d 
down about diugs in the neighbor
hood siinply because dealers are 
less visible than they were before 
the major diug bust in 1998. 

He urged people to "Call the po
lice with theii' suspicions. You are 
the eyes and ears of the police." 

Faded Notes Uncovered 
After 60 Years 

It was a rainy Wednesday on 
June 21, 1944. In Turners Falls, 
Wallace Skowron, then twenty
eight, was busy fitting an inside 
layer of wall boards on the upstaii's 
porch at 3 H Street. John Urban, a 
nine-year-old boy, lived next door 
and was helping out. 

Skowron suggested to his young 
helper that it would be fun to tack 
up notes inside the porch wall and 
see when the notes were found. 

The two made up theii' time 
capsule using sheets from a pock
et spiral notebook, signing theii' 
naines, the day and date, and theii' 
ages. They noted that it was rain
ing. The two slips of paper were 
boarded over. 

The two faded notes were found 
on August 23, 2004 by Hymm H. 
Huskey Jr, cul1'ent resident of 3 H 
Su·eet. 

Urban and Huskey met up on 
September 2. John Urban still lives 
in Tmners Falls, now on Vladish 
Ave. "Years go by and you forget 
those tirings," said Urban. 

SOUZA from page B1 

into wall reliefs. 
Marbled end pages are changed 

to a painting-like image that visu
ally echoes across a h011zontal 
surface. The cover now contains 
replications of itself, and we are 
invited to read the marbling as a 
new form of text. Ends become 
the middle. 

The repetition involved in 
p11nting is echoed in Mr. Souza's 
patient repeated cutting of paper 
edges or rolling balls from p11nted 
mate11al and his precise, regular 
deconstluction of books. 

The containers, in a way, be
come replacements for book cov
ers, now holding and presenting a 
whole new idea of printed media. 

As Al w11tes, "Actually, it's 
more of a mating of two different 
containers of infonnation -- the 
book and the box." 

What is old is now new. What 
01-iginally existed in multiple cop
ies, now outdated, is transfonned 
into a se11es of unique and one-of
a-kind objects. 

What the viewer thought about 
books is now different. 

We encourage you to stop in 
and see this exhibition during new 
Libra1y hours: Tuesdays noon to 
6 p.m.; Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Thursdays 3 to 8 pm.; Sat
urdays 9:30 am. to 3:30 p.m.; and 
Sundays noon to 4 p m. 

The exlribition 1uns 
from September 2 
through November 1. II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~issance IB~ilders 
~alitp. ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.02o1 l<2 

Cell: (413)834--1444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863-0218 

bedson1@comc.ist.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

mmoqi/iii•kt 
,.-,~ Si«u f(JfO 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories, with Angela. Chil
dren are invited to come in their 
pajamas. 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope Tuesday. Hands
on environmental experience for 
young children. Story, interac
tive game and craft with rotating 
topics. Ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. Chil
dren and their caregivers invited. 
10 a.m. Moves to Millers Falls Li
brary in September. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, 
Turners Falls: Karaoke 
with Dirty Johnny. 9 
p.m to midnight. Free. 

ART SHOWS: 

Porter-Phelps-Hunting
ton House Museum, 
Hadley: Field Notes 4: 
Transect an exhibition 
of drawings, paintings, 
collages and sculp
tures created by archi
tects Sigrid Miller Pollin 
& Stephen Schreiber, 
landscape architect 
Jane Thurber. Through 
10/15. 

Mocha Maya's, Shel
burne Falls: Chalkboard 
Windows by Nicole 
Holmes. A blending of 
usable art with an an
tique feel. On display 
through October 25th. 

Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

Artspace, Greenfield: Franklin 
County Inside Art opening re
ception. See page A 1 for story. 
5 to 7 p.m. 

Montague Center: Traveling 
Rhubarb Circus presents: Look 
a production featuring constel
lations in the story of Queen 
Cassiopeia and her pet swan 
Cygnus, Princess Andromeda, 
Orion, Perseus and many other 
well known constellation charac
ters, $, 6:30 p.m. Limited tickets 
at www.travelingrhubarb.com 

Sunderland Public Library, Sun
derland: Zydeco Connection as 
part of the River Summer Con
cert Series. A mix of zydeco, 
two-steps, waltzes, boogie woo
gie and a little swing. Outdoor 

B5 

local harp Trio opening, 7 p.m. Else, book signing with author 

First Congregational Church of Jean Earlbaum. Short talk about 
Montague, Montague Center: the book, a half hour chair yoga 
Heaven is For Real. Movie about class demonstration and Q & A 
a small-town father who must with author, 6:30 p.m. 
find the courage and conviction 
to share his son's extraordinary, 
life-changing experience with 
the world. 7 p.m. 

Parlor Room, Northampton: 
Winterpills, $, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band, 
Americana, 6:30 & 8:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

First Congregational Church of 
Montague, Montague Center: 
Interfaith Council of Franklin 
County pot luck, 5:30 p.m. with 
meeting at 6:30, all are welcome 
to join this multi-faith group 
that meets monthly throughout 
Franklin County. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An- Turners Falls: Third Thursday 
derson, renegade blues, 9 p.m. events. See page B1 for full 

schedule. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Welcome to Rail
road Salvage opening, 1 to 4 

p.m., with presenta
tion at 2:30 p.m. 

Montague Center: 
Traveling Rhubarb 
Circus presents: Look. 
3 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
See 9/12 listing. 

Montague Book
mill, Montague Cen
ter: Dennis Caraher 
& Dave Dersham, 
award-winning song
writers, $, 8 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon 
Coffeehouse, Town 
Hall Wendell: Charles 
Neville. Open Mic at 
7:30 p.m. main act fol
lows at 8 p.m. $, slid
ing scale donation, 
cash only. Decadently 
Delicious Dessert-o
rama. 

Deja 
dell: 

Brew, 
The 

Wen
Wildcat 

O'Halloran Band, not 
your father's blues 
band! 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Santina King and guests, 9:30 
p.m. 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

( 413) 863-9576 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m. 

Welcome to Railroad 
Salvage on display in 
the Great Hall through 
Sept 30. Constructions, 
reliefs and large scale 
drawings by Turners 
Falls artists Nina Rossi 
and Barbara Milot, with 
historical timeline and 

Rq), Mason at the Great Falls Coffeehouse at the 
Discovery Center; Turners Falls on September 12, at 
7 p.m. ''.Rt!Yj tunes fallotv no trend 1vhile keeping an 

up1vard slide on the songtvriting scale. Jtj rock 1vith the 

Rendezvous, Turn-
ers Falls: The Snaz and 
guests, indie, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, 
Millers Falls: Electric 
Carnival, blues, $, 9:30 

Great Falls Farmer's Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m. 

commentary by Anne 
Harding.Reception on Saturday, 
September 13 from 1-4 p.m., with 
a presentation by Anne Harding 
of juicy details from the building's 
past, from its beginnings as the 
Griswold Mill to its present state 
of neglect, at approximately 2:30 
pm during the reception. 

CALL FOR ART: 

Call for art submissions for the 
Fourth Annual Triple S: Sensu
al, Sexual, Smut show. Looking 
for a wide spectrum of erotic art 
from regional artists, previous 
participants encouraged. Exhibit 
opens February 2015 at Nina's 
Nook, Turners Falls. Send sub
missions to naban@verizon.net 
before Jan 23. Info: www.ninas
nook.com 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito 
& Doug Plavin, 8 p.m. 

roll! One man tvith his Silvettone!" 

event with indoor facility in case 
of rain. Lil'Cyn on accordion, 
Eileen Almeida on vocals and 
rubboard, Mike Rose on drums, 
Dave Leblanc on bass and Larry 
Ochs on guitar. 6:30 p.m. 

Jung Association of Western 
Mass. presents: Psyche and 
Symbol, a Joseph Campbell film, 
panel discussion with Jungian 
analysts to follow. Held in Seelye 
Hall 106, Smith College, 
Northampton, 7 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center 
Coffee House, Turners Falls: 
Ray Mason. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. Coffee and homemade 
baked goods, museum and 
museum store open during in
termission. $, performance at 7 
p.m. 

Montague Common Hall, Mon
tague Center: Scottish musician 
+ Harp with Jim Malcolm singer 
songwriter from Scotland with a 

p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Har
vey Allen: Conservation Vol
unteer a video interview and 
discussion with Harvey about 
his work in conservation. Spon
sored by the Rattlesnake Gutter 
Trust, 2 p.m. 

Montague Center: Traveling 
Rhubarb Circus presents: Look. 
3 p.m. See 9/12 listing. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow's Re
bellion, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bin
go! 8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

Greenfield Public Library: Sit 
With Less Pain: Gentle Yoga 
For Meditators and Everyone 

$der 
Sun 1pm 

FRI. 9112 FREE 6:30 & 8:30 
UNCLE HAL'S 

CRAB GRASS BAND 

SAT. 9/13 9:30 FREE 
The Snaz 

Belle Amie Undiel 

SUN. 9/ 14 FREE 
Music to Enjoy Dinner By 7pm 

TNT Karaoke 9pm 

MON 9/15 8pm 
BINGO! 

7 8 TIIRD STREET 
TURNEftS FWS, MA 
IENDEZVOIISTFM&.CIM 
TEL:413-863·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwinds school.info 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00PM Daily·ClosedSundoys 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@Gill Bridge 
(413) 863-9991 

o ~ Brian R. San Soucie 
'(Y- Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for eve, 25 years Cetl/Oed • Bonded• l11sw,·<I 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mo"tague Street 
rurner~ Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

•we Know Entertainment• 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TtMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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WEST from B1 

too much like October for our mid
August At least today the sun is 
back; warblers again patrol the bush
es, late summer life swa1ms through 
the garden, and the pumpkins grow 
by themselves. 

This night however, the skies are 
empty. The summer swifts have sto
len away, slipped off, and although 
we were expecting this to happen, 
there is a tinge of melancholy to the 
empty sunset. 

Each twilight full of chattering 
swifts overhead was counted as a 
real gift of summer, and good times. 
But somehow we knew, the other 
evening after a heavy rain when 
swifts and swallows filled the sky, 
that they were leaving. 

mad as hatters in their hump-backed 
flight. The singing of tens of thou
sands of crickets is constant. At the 
edge of the woods, to our ears, these 
fall crickets out-sing their spring 
counterpaits, the hyla peepers, with 
their chanting and 1inging. 

7 September. It is so hot ai1d 
heavy. This could be the shore of 
some bayou along the Mississippi. 
The still air hangs heavy and damp. 
A drawl creeps into our conversa
tions, even though we've never lived 
south of the Mason-Dixon Line! It's 
just that hot. 

WE KNOW 
EQUITY LOANS 

And now they're gone for sure. 
Their last winging fly-by overhead 
seemed to send the message of de
parture: "So long! We're off to the 
sunny climes! We'll leave you to 
the changing season and the cold. 
That's not for us!" 

To be sure, just beyond those last 
swifts, far and away, the first migrat
ing night hawk knifes through the 
air, down from the north to linger 
here awhile before angling off to the 
south, where he'll spend the winter 
with his kin and cousins. 

A summer mist floats and softens 
the edges of the yard, while the in
fernal cricket hordes 1ing and saw 
away on their ten thousand silver 
fiddles. 

Yet, we can linger in the early 
morning yard, satisfied and full of 
summer as after a delectable, filling 
meal. The lion of contentment, satis
fied ai1d sleepy, has placed his huge 
paw lightly on our chest, as one poet 
described this feeling. We can be 
sure we have savored summer. 

The grass is a deep emerald green, 
still growing. Some of the flowers 
have gone by, but others are ready 
and waiting, like the mauve asters, 
and the orange jewelweed now 
nuzzled by bumblebees and probed 
deep by hummingbirds. 2 September. All nature seems 

to be pausing. After a day when 
the woods were quiet, and no birds 
moved in the sky, summer once 
again showed the heavy, hot, humid 
side of its split personality. In spite 
of an overnight rain that cleansed 
the dust from eve1y leaf and blade 
of grass, by noontime the yard was 
quiet under the weight of the heat. 

The heavy, sweet purple scent 
of wild foxgrapes floats through 
the yard, and along the river. In our 
imagination, they await some laugh
ing and sassy MediteITanean maiden 
to pick them ai1d knead them, squish
ing the purple clusters between their 
toes in some far-off oaken vat. you know us Missy Tetreault, Kate Sevoian, Maggie Smith, Chris Eugin, Melissa Hager, 

That's not likely to happen in 
staid old New England! But it is 
the kind of thought evoked by this 
summer day, heavy-laden with its 
summer fmit and the weight of con
tentment. 

Stacey Pinardi, Kellie Nicholas, Ann Luippold, Karen Wasielewski, Stacy Richardson 
Birds have retreated to the green 

vales of shade to pass the afternoon 
quietly. The cicadas drone their 
electric buzz from the pitch pines, 
complaining, or perhaps delighting 
in the piercing heat. Katydids take 
over with their racheting rasp as the 
sun goes down. 

176 Avenue A 
Turners Falls 

Greenlleld 
Co-operatlv 

Bank 
The river is now slow ai1d low, 

but still moving, passing by here 
night and day. Even the river has 
its summer moods. The Blue Heron 
dozes on the sun-bleached tiunk of 
the massive oak ti·ee fallen into the 
cmTent years ago. The living is easy. 
No need to msh. 

A Great Financial Partner 

right next to the Post Office 

413 512-5012 

ocalBan 
This evening, a hundred night

hawks knife and swirl in the evening 
sky heading south. Already! Their 
cousins the swifts are now long 
gone. The nighthawks, called bull
bats by some, are batting clean-up. 
They sweep the skies of high-fly
ing insects, pushing all before them. 
They are the last of the winged host 
that depends on swaims of prey in 
the ocean of the sky. 

The crisp days ai·e ahead, coming 
sooner thai1 we think, when the cold 
that defines New Eng-

A frost will not be long in c01ning, 
and these birds that dwell in the air 
rai·ely touching the eaith, will wai1t 
to be gone well ahead of the cold. 

A triumph of bats burst from the 
tall oaks, swirling and diving just 
ten feet overhead in the dusk. Four, 
five, six or more angle and plunge, 

land will aiTive with the 
tum of the calendai· or 
the phases of the moon. 
But for now, let's linger 
in the feeling of being 
caught in the laziness 
and drawl of the Deep 
South, and keep this 
summer feeling for just 

another day or two. ~-

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Yanl(ee 

SOLAR STORE 
413 772 3122 

Ac1v1ce, Ve1' ~&- /M~ 

• PIZias 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
maspi1pi:na.com 

21 Bank Row, Cftd. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 
Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

Sally Pick 
BPl° Certified Professional 

C 413-559-7257 
SJP@crocker.com 
SJPconsulting. biz 

SJP I environmental consulting,llc 

helping you create a cozy, energy-savvy nest. 

Qwti Jol1nscJli. CRrnCto:t 
Af3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41'3-86"3-9736 •GenJohmon~Reallor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified ReYdentW Speclallsl) 
Only 4% of all REAIJORS oold this JJelli~ous desigretion. 
The CRS i; my badge of &perti5e and your shiel:J ill 
assvrall(e. Put your hlll in the best to get lhe job <lore. 
Whether buyins, sdiog °' rt'iemng, ,lwa~ d,OOS(l 

GERI JOHNSON, CRS :30 ,rnlll ~ r.r,r1t~"""· 

a 
N®IB41 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
IIIMMll#iM (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.C,JAR.COM 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413,367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

@ 
EQUAi. 

HOUSING 
lENCE.R 

I 

PS -SHA~HA CONSTRUCTION 
i ..... ~•~•a.: •g~ SuP~EY Co. !Ne. 

scsc "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers. 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 4-13-863-4-322 

or8O2-579-l BO0 

www.shanahonsupply.com 
.and at our new location 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro 

Diemancl !liarm Store 
iVatil'e L11111be1; 

Catering, 
Pot Pies & More 

Fresh ]~feat Birds 
Al'ai/able Every 

Other Week! 

Call for More Info: (978) 544-3806 

"Come See \Vhat's 
Cooking!" 

-· ,&1:1,att 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

A Greener Lawn with TLC -
We Can Let Your Lawn Grow Free 




