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Fuel Costs At LES
Reheat Board’s
Call For Building
Maintenance

By DAVID DETMOLD

A cost overrun expected to ex-
ceed 50% of the amount budgeted
for oil to heat the Leverett Elemen-
tary School this fiscal year has the
selectboard renewing its call to take
over responsibility for the school
building’s maintenance, along with
the water and septic systems the
elementary school shares with the
neighboring public safety complex.

Town administrator Margie Mc-
Ginnis told the selectboard on Tues-
day she anticipates a reserve fund
transfer of $23,000 will be needed
by the end of June to pay the over-
run for fuel, above the $46.350 bud-
geted for oil at the school. The pub-
lic safety complex shares an oil tank
with the school.

It was not clear at the selectboard
hearing on Tuesday how much of
the overrun was attributable to heat-
ing costs at the safety complex, dur-
ing a heating season that featured
a 14.5% increase in heating degree
days over the previous winter, ac-
cording to an online chart provided
by National Grid.

Reached after the meeting, re-
tiring school principal Ann Ross
said, “Yes, there was an overage.
There was a combination of factors.

see LEVERETT page A5

Remembering the Fallen
In Erving and Montague

The Erving Eagles, one of many groups in the Erving Memorial Day
Commemoration, march from the former Renovators Supply fo Veterans’ Field.

Gary Bourbean of Gill, guest
speaker at the Memorial Day
Commemoration in Turners
Balls, told the crowd to remember
those who sacrificed their lives
50 that we conld live in freedom
and comjort. Other speakers
included Brian Sansoucie of
the American Legion, Jobn T.
Murphy of the VFW and
Cbn:r.BaﬂtweIJ]_ chair af the
Montague selectboard.

The Great Falls Middle School
Band played the national
anthens, the Montagne Elks
commerarated the fallen with
prayers, and Donald Girard

. played taps on his trusty
trumpet. Al Crmming presided.
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“Cards On The Table”: Land
Trust Questions DPU’s Authority
To Order Gas Pipeline Surveys

By MIKE JACKSON

FRANKLIN COUNTY - A
Montague couple working to build a
farm on Hatchery Road may be the
subject of the first legal salvo fired
against Kinder Morgan’s proposed
Tennessee Gas Pipeline expansion.

Part of Lisa and Robert Adams’
land is under an agricultural protec-
tion restriction held by the Athol-
based Mount Grace Land Conserva-
tion Trust.

Last week, Michael Pill of Green
Miles Lipton LLP, an aftomney re-
tained by the Trust, issued a pub-
lic memorandum outlining a legal
strategy aimed at preventing the
state Department of Public Utilities
(DPU) from granting the pipeline
company permission to survey on
restricted land.

“Mount Grace is asserting that
conservation land shouldn’t be
compromised by this pipeline,”
explained Leigh Youngblood, the

organization’s executive director.

“The memorandum provides the
legal basis for that position.”

Though the application for the
project wouldn’t go before the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) until August of next
year, according to the company’s
timeline, its opponents have sought
to undermine it i its exploratory
phase.

Montague is one of seven towns
along the proposed route that have
denied the company access to con-
duct surveys on town-owned lands.
Mass. Audubon and many private
landowners have done the same.

The Tumers Falls  Water
Department granted the company

see SURVEYS page A6
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Kinder Morgan is seeking access fo the Adams’ fields on Hatchery Road.

Seven Firms Vie To Conduct Study For
New Gill-Montague Senior Center

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER-LAUCANNO

TURNERS FALLS -
Earlier this month the town
of Montague, in conjunction
with the Franklin County Re-
gional Housing Authority, is-
sued a Request for Proposals
(RFP) for a Feasibility Study
for the Gill-Montague Se-
nior Center. Last Thursday,
seven firms indicated interest
in conducting the study that
would determine the most
suitable place for a new se-
nior center.

The seven respondents
were Austin Design from
Colrain; BHMA (Bargmann,
Hendrie + Archetype) from
Boston; Catlin + Petrovick
from Keene, NH; Deitz &
Company of Springfield:;

SAWYER-LAUGANNOPHOTO

GRLA (Gorman Richard-
son Lewis Architecture) of
Hopkinton; Johnson Roberts
from Somerville; and Rein-
hardt Associates of Agawam.

The architects toured three
potential sites in Turners
Falls on May 15. These were
the present Senior Center on
Fifth Street, the former St.
Amne’s Rectory, now owned
by the town, on Sixth Street,
and the basement and garage
annex at the Montague fown
hall.

The current Senior Center,
owned by PowerTown Lim-
ited Partnership and leased
to the town, 1s in need of ex-
tensive renovation, including
updating of the electrical sys-
tem and major exterior work
including a new roof and
windows. Greater handicap

accessibility is also needed.

But even if this work were
to be done, the Council on
Aging feels that they have
outgrown the present facility;
accordingly some expansion
would be necessary.

The former St. Anne’s rec-
tory. whose upper floors were
damaged in a fire in Decem-
ber of 2008, also presents
challenges for reuse.

As a former residence, the
building is divided into small
rooms, which led Council on
Aging director Roberta Pot-
ter to remark that there was
little open space in which to
hold large group activities.
That building is not presently
handicap accessible either.

The basement of town hall.
formerly the police statiomn,

see STUDY page A5

Montague town planner Walter Ramisey, at left, leads a pack of architects on a
tour of potential new Senior Center sites, including the lower level of fown hall.

No Trees For Oil: Local Experts Discuss
Climate Change, Delorestation in Wendell

By CHRIS QUEEN

At its monthly meeting on
May 16, the Wendell Climate
Change Group welcomed lo-
cal speakers Trevor Kearns
and Sarah Kohler for a dis-
cussion of climate change sci-
ence. Kearns draws on envi-
ronmental studies as a profes-
sor of English at Greenfield
Community College. Kohler
has studied ecosystem dis-
ruptions in local forests and
in the jungles of Borneo and
Indonesia.

Both were invited to share
their knowledge following a
vigorous string of exchanges
titled “Global warming ‘de-
bunked”™ on the Wendell
Townsfolk email list.

Refuting arguments that
natural causes such as volca-
noes and solar variability were
to blame for global warming,
Kohler and Kearns reviewed
the mounting evidence that
massive wildfires, melting
ice, rising seas, and super
storms are manifestations of
AGW, “anthropogenic global
warming.”

The steep and inexorable
rise in mean global tempera-
ture is caused by human in-
dustry and agriculture, as
reported in the National Ch-
mate Assessment released by
the White House this month.

Kearns focused on stud-
ies showing the correspond-
ing rise in greenhouse gas

emissions and planetary tem-
peratures over the past two
hundred years, while Kohler
focused on the role of rapid
deforestation in tropical coun-
tries that clear-cut their rain
forests to plant palm trees.
The palm ftrees are then
harvested to produce non-
hydrogenated oils for snack
foods around the world.

“We're a couple
of ethical leaps
behind where

we need to be in
order to cope with
climate change.”
Trevor Kearns

Kohler titled her remarks,
“Save the Rainforest, Eat
More Lard,” and then told
the story of the marketing of
Crisco by Procter & Gamble
during the early decades of
the last century.

Made from hydrogenated
cotton seed oil, an industrial
waste product that remains
solid at room temperature,
Crisco became the primary
substitute for animal fat in
cooking and processed foods.

But since the health dan-
gers of hydrogenated oils
and trans fat became known,
palm oil has become the fa-
vorite substitute. From 2005

to 2012, US imports of palm
oil have doubled to 2.7 billion
pounds.

“And so the rainforest falls,
by the millions and millions
of acres, for the production of
palm oil,” Kohler reported.

“Meanwhile, back here in
the temperate zone.” Kohler
wrote in the email post that
attracted some audience
members, “our local forests
sequester well over 5,000 Ibs
of CO, per acre per year, and
support what is arguably the
highest level of biodiversity
in some 200 years.

“Yet we have invited cor-
porate energy interests to
clear-cut our just-maturing
forests in the false name of
Green Energy. I am referring
here to solar farms, which are
neither farms, nor anything
close to sustainable, renew-
able or green.”

Jonathan von Ranson,
a member of the audience,
commented after the meet-
ing, “T was practically spell-
bound as Sarah spun the story
of the other big oil in our life:
the palm oil that is linked to
massive deforestation in the
tropics.”

Using power point graph-
ics and quotations from scien-
tific journals, Trevor Kearns
expressed concern for the
myths and misconceptions
that proliferate in the popular
press.

see CLIMATE page A4
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Multiple Congratulations,
And One Note of Dismay

This is the season in which con-
gratulations seem to flow quite
freely: graduations. weddings,
even surviving the winter all war-
rant outbursts of praise. We have
our own list.

We first want to congratulate
GMRSD Superintendent Michael
Sullivan on a great first year as
head of a school district that is
truly emerging as a place where
learning is front and center.

We applaud his efforts on all
levels. We are impressed with his
dedication fo education and with
his vision for the district as a place
where all can succeed. We also
want to recognize his willingness
to create a budget that works for
both the GMRSD and the towns.

Congratulations, too, to all the
about-to-be graduates. For those
completing high school, we wish
you the best in your next life jour-
neys whether it be to college, em-
ployment or further training.

To the elementary school grad-
vates of Gill, Montague, Erving,
Wendell and Leverett we wish you
continued opportunities for learn-
ing and growing and developing
your life skills as you enter middle
school.

And we also send our best to
the Middle Schoolers who will be
entering high school in the fall.

All of these moves forward are
milestones and should be celebrat-
ed. We encourage these students to
go forward with confidence, hope
and belief in themselves.

Congratulations are also due
to Gregory Snedeker and William
Bembury on their selectboard elec-
tion victories. We also want to ex-

tol Fred Chase and Bill Pease for
their campaigns, and for allowing
voters in Gill and Erving to have
a choice.

We also want to send good
wishes to selectboard incumbents
Michael Nelson in Montague,
Rich Brazeau in Leverett and Dan
Keller in Wendell for jobs so ap-
parently well done that no one
mounted challenges against them.

We offer good wishes and good
meetings to the newly-elected and
re-elected GMRSD school com-
mittee and to Montague town
meeting members.

That said, we were bothered that
only 6.8 percent of eligible Mon-
tague voters participated in town
elections this year. Ours was the
only town of the five served by this
newspaper to register voter turnout
percentage in the single digits.

To be sure, there were no burn-
ing issues. and with the exception
of a few town meeting seats, no
candidates were being challenged.

Nonetheless, candidates were
running for a number of offices,
including town meeting. These
candidates deserve to be consid-
ered and votes need to be cast ac-
cordingly.

Thomas Jefferson, ina 1787 let-
ter to Edward Carrington, warned
us what can happen when voters
do not participate in democracy:

“If once [the people] become
inattentive to the public affairs,
you and I, and Congress and As-
semblies, Judges and Governors,
shall all become wolves.

“It seems to be the law of our
general nature, in spite of individ-
ual exceptions.”

June 3 Pipeline Forum

Since his January 23 MR cov-
er story breaking the news of the
proposed Tennessee Gas pipeline
slated to cross Franklin County.
our reporter and managing editor,
Mike Jackson, has become some-
thing of a local maven regarding
the proposal. Our continued re-
porting and editorializing on this
issue have generated lively discus-
sion and debate.

Mike will participate in what
we feel is a very important forum
at the GCC Dining Commons on
Tuesday, June 3 from 6 to 8 p.m.,
sponsored by WHMP Radio and
Montague Community Television.

Joining him will be 2nd Berk-
shire State Representative Paul

Mark; 2nd Franklin State Repre-
sentative Denise Andrews: Shel-
burne selectman Joe Judd: Senior
Attorney Shanna Cleveland of the
Conservation Law Foundation;
Director of External Affairs Eric
Johnson of the ISO-New England;
Bruce Winn of the Berkshire Envi-
rommental Action Team; and Exec-
utive Director Leigh Youngblood
of the Mount Grace Land Conser-
vation Trust.

We urge our readers fo attend,
or catch it on radio or cable TV. It
should be a valuable public discus-
sion of both the proposal and of
how the current natural gas boom
fits into our state’s long-term en-
ergy and climate policy.
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the Editors

Accessibility Recommendations for Turners

As we know, the Americans with
Disability Act is important for all of
us. I have spoken to many business
people and town employees.

Small “steps™ are needed now:

* Crosswalk signage by Aubuchon
* Handicapped parking signage in
many lots, and compliance

* Clearing handicapped parking of
snow and debris

* Curb cuts as we repair, such as by
Saint Kaz’

SSREE R S,
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By REBECCA KING

FRANKLIN COUNTY — I am
a retired social worker who worked
largely with recovering addicts.
While I appreciate the series in
the Greenfield Recorder tracking
the arrival of narcotic drugs in our
area and exploring what community
members, families and addicts can
do to “push back,” I believe that
only addresses the tip of the ice-
berg.

According to the National Survey
on Drug Use and Health released
November 2013, about 1 in 6 unem-
ployed Americans suffers from drug
or alcohol addiction — nearly twice
the rate of substance abuse found in
full-time workers.

The latest edition of the survey,
which analyzed drug, alcohol and
tobacco use data from 2012, found
that 17 percent of unemployed
Americans had a substance abuse
disorder, compared with 9 percent
of full-time workers.

The DSM-IV, the American di-
agnostic manual for -classifying
mental disorders, defines substance
abuse as a pattern of mood-altering
substance use that leads to adverse
behavioral changes or social prob-
lems — including loss of employ-
ment.

Alcohol is by far the most preva-
lent substance of choice among both
employed and unemployed abusers,
the survey said, but more than 30
percent of the country’s 22.2 mil-

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

Montague Reporfer

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

* Avoiding any waivers to comply
with ADA

* ADA bathrooms at Unity Park that
meet all ADA regulations

* Exploring easy access to the li-
brary

* Preventing businesses from plac-
ing items on the sidewalk that block
egress

* Handicapped parking at street
fairs, and easy egress to displays or
sidewalk

lion substance abusers use illicit
drugs or a combination of drugs and
alcohol.

Many people do not understand
why people become addicted to
drugs nor how drugs change the
brain causing it to “hook on” to
compulsive drug abuse. They mis-
takenly view drug abuse and addic-
tion as strictly a social problem and
may characterize those who take
drugs as morally weak.

Many believe that drug abus-
ers should be able to just stop tak-
ing drugs if they are only willing to
change their behavior.

The scientific truth is, however,
that drug addiction is a chronic,
often relapsing, brain disease that
causes compulsive drug seeking and
use, despite harmful consequences
to the drug addict and those around
them, because the abuse of drugs
leads to changes in the structure and
function of the brain.

It is true that, for most people, the
initial decision to take drugs is vol-
untary. But over time, the changes
in the brain caused by repeated drug
abuse can affect a person’s self-con-
trol and ability to make sound deci-
sions, and at the same time create an
intense impulse to take drugs.

What people often underestimate
is the complexity of drug addiction
— that it is a disease that impacts the
brain, and because of that, stopping
drug abuse is not simply a matter of
willpower.

In the U.S..

“drugs” are also

More needs to be done. and this
is a cooperative endeavor by all of
us to invest in our community, for
our entire community.

Public hearings should have
wheelchair space for attendees, and
it should be expressed to the public
that ADA accommodations will be
provided at them.

Betty Tegel
Turners Falls

|5 The Underlying Causes of Drug Abuse

prescription drugs. Approximately
one in 10 young teenagers receiv-
ing emergency medical treatment
admifted to abusing prescription
painkillers and sedatives like Oxy-
contin and Valium within the last
year, according to research from
the University of Michigan released
last October.

In a survey of more than 2.100
teenagers between the ages of 14
and 20 years old who visited the
emergency room at the University
of Michigan Medical Center, 10.4
percent admitted to having abused
prescription painkillers or seda-
tives within the last year — and most
didn’t have any prescriptions for the
drugs on their medical records.

Among the 8.7 percent of teens
who reported abusing a prescription
opioid like Oxycontin, methadone
or hydrocodone, only about 15 per-
cent had a prescription for the pain-
killers. Among the 5.4 percent of
teenagers who admitted to abusing
a sedative like Ativan, Zanax or va-
lium just 12 percent had a prescrip-
tion.

“It’s an increasing concern that
youth are experimenting with (these
drugs), which weren’t available
in previous generations,” said Dr.
Rebecca Cunningham, director of
the University of Michigan Injury
Center and an author of the study,
which was published in the journal
Pediatrics.

“The information isn’t getting

see GUEST ED next page
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The Erving Council on Aging is
pleased to announce that they have
a new foot technician to replace
Nancy Edwards, who has moved.
The council wishes to thank Nancy
for her years of service.

Mindy Powling of Orange has
18 years of experience in foot care
and will be offering the same ser-
vice at the same price and on the
same schedule: the first Thursday of
each month at 8:15 a.m. For more
information, call Polly at (413) 423-
3649.

This Friday night. May 30 at
6:30 pm. at Shutesbury Elemen-
tary School, come catch some great
Vaudeville-style acts. Have you ever
seen someone Hula Hoop while
playing harmonica? Some Chaplin-
esque lessons on “how to play foot-
ball” in iMovie?.... Hula Hoop and
jump rope at the same time by a first
grader?... Magic ftricks, juggling,

RiverCulture Seeks Original

LOCAL BRIEFS

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

singing and dancing and some feats
of gymnastic flair!

Hear a pre-view of Brian Bend-
er’s Jazz Students, an original song
by The Pickle Band, alums of last
year’s 6th grade class, and catch
some tunes to dance by with DJ
Brian! Buy or bid on baked goods to
help raise funds for the End of Year
Party for Shutesbury After School.

Matt Wolkenbreit, in partner-
ship with Greenfield Savings Bank,
brings his CPR awareness to this
valuable learning session on Sat-
urday, May 31, from 10 to 11 a.m.
at the GSB branch in Turners Falls.
While this event will not actually
graduate CPR candidates, it is a
basic outline on expectations and
course requirements.

On Saturday, June 7, from 10 a.m.
until noon Mass Slavery Apology,
located at the First Congregational
Church, 43 Silver Street, Greenfield
will present Immigrant Voices:
Families, Schools, & Community.

Photographs For Avenue A Display

Photographers are being asked to submit up to two

The fourth Annual Mutton & Mead Fes-
tival to benefit the Food Bank of Western

Schools around the country have
growing populations of ELL (Eng-
lish language learner) students.

At the Gill/Montague School
District, most ELL families are from
la fiontera of Mexico and Guate-
mala, employed here as agricultural
workers.

Jimena De Pareja and Rebecca
Wright will share stories featur-
ing the students’ and parents’ own
voices, including the racism these
families face and how the families,
community, and schools are work-
ing together to build bridges for the
students’ success.

Rebecca Wright is the ELL Coor-
dinator and Spanish Speaking Liai-
son for the Gill /Montague Regional
School District, based in Turners
Falls, MA. Jimena De Pareja. who
was a teacher in Ecuador, is the
district’s Spanish Bilingual Para-
professional.

Child care is available by reser-
vation. Please RSVP with number
and ages of children to (413) 625-
2951 or email@massslavervapol-
0gy.org.

The Great Falls Discovery Cen-
ter presents Eyes on Owls: Owls
of the World — Who’s Watching
You? Two programs are scheduled
for Saturday, June 7 (10:30 am. &
12:30 p.m.).

This live owl program introduces

TO MONTAGUE

photos 5 x 7 to 16 x 20, preferably framed, for display
in Avenue A storefront galleries from June 19 to July
12. The opening Reception will be on June 19in con-
junction with the Third Thursday RiverCulture event
“Knights, Camera. Action!”

Register with Belinda at beezbizl26@gmail.com.
Mail or deliver photographs by June 16 to Rodney at
Madison On The Avenue, 104 Avenue A, Turners Falls,
01376. All work must be clearly marked with the pho-

Mass and the Montague Cominon Hall will
be held on Saturday and Sunday, June 21
and 22 from 10 a.m. until 6 p m. in the fields
at the Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club at 210
Turners Falls Road, Montague.

All ages are welcome. Mutton & Mead
gathers over 65 artisans and 40 hours of en-
tertainment ranging from knights jousting
on horseback, whimsical stage shows, enter-

tographer’s name,

For more information contact Suzanne at (413) 835-
1390 or at riverculture(@gmail.com

GUEST ED from previous page

through to providers that this is an
issue that needs to be addressed and
monitored. especially in our teen
population.”

The Centers for Disease Control
has also called prescription drug
abuse an epidemic. Emergency
room visits for prescription painkill-
er overdoses have doubled during
the past five years to reach nearly
half a million, and the non-medical
use of prescription painkillers costs
more than $72.5 billion each year in
direct health care costs. according
to the CDC.

One has to ask why this is hap-
pening in such large numbers.

I believe that people are basically
good and smart. I have always seen
unhealthy behaviors as a logical so-
lution to an illogical world.

When I was a therapist., T helped
people to explore their own experi-
enced “‘unhealthiness” while vali-
dating their desire to do something
to change the behaviors that didn’t
work for them. Their “solutions”
were eventually brought into the
light as unworkable for them.

Drug dealing and drug using

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM).

tainers and music, and special entertainment

for children.

The Festival brings the medieval world

are unhealthy solutions to a deeper
problem in our society that requires
a collective awakening to underly-
ing stressors that keep us from com-
plete recovery.

The real culprit causing behaviors
that induce people to turn to drugs
in the first place, I propose, is our
economic climate, and the impact
on unemployed or underemployed
people caused by outsourcing US
jobs to other countries for maximiz-
ing costs of production and distribu-
tion of goods. plus the replacement
of skilled labor by machines.

These factors lead to a level of
frustration, helplessness and shame
resulting from being excluded from
the labor market, and the social dis-
crimination that accompanies this
status.

Although high levels of social
support such as 12-step programs
are helpful, they do not address the
underlying factors that lead to a de-
sire to escape the discomfort of un-
or under-employment.

With employment comes self-
esteem. With a living wage comes
the pride of supporting oneself and
one’s family. Without that sense of

visitors to the owls of New England
and beyond. Presenters, Mark and
Marcia, share the field marks, signs
and naturalist’s skills that you can
use to find wild owls without dis-
turbing them. Next, you meet six
live owls (from small to huge) up
close. Everyone participates in a
hooting lesson and learns tips on
how to attract and protect owls near
you.

The program is funded by the
Department of Early Education &
Care’s CFCE STEM grant, the Gill-
Montague Regional School District
and the Discovery Center. For more
info visit www,greatfallsdiscoveryc
enter.org or call 863-3221.

The all-new Piccadilly Circus
is coming to the Greenfield Fair-
grounds on Sunday, June 8. Herds of
elephants, including ““Bo,” the big-
gest performing elephant on Earth,
will be there, as well as the Human
Cannonball, Miss Pretzel. Lucio
the clown, Ponies, Camels, Bouncy
Houses and much more. Showtimes
are at 1, 3:30 and 6 p.m.

Children’s tickets are free and
available in area stores and schools.
More information, please visit wwmn:
thefuncircus.com.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

MUTTON & MEAD FESTIVAL RETURNS
- JUNE 21 & 22

to life with re-enactors demonstrating skills
such as cooking, textile arts, blacksmithing,
and sword play.

People also have a chance to feast on deli-
cacies, including turkey legs, roasted lamb,
meads, beers, and ales.

As the legend of Robin Hood unfolds
around them, patrons have an opportunity
to witness the daring spectacle of knights
jousting, encounters with enchanted fairies,
and the experience of old England in New
England.

For more information, wvisit www.Mut-

tonAndMead.org.

personal agency in one’s life, it is
tempting to want to escape one’s
sense of mability to do anything
right.

Soon a person can succumb to
identifying oneself as needing a fast
fix to escape the sorrow and pain of
non-accomplishment and to fill the
spiritual or existential hole left by
the self-abusive response of drug
abuse to become numb about one’s
place in the external world.

The continued need to repeat that
feeling at a time of low income of-
ten leads to dealing drugs to afford
the drugs that one needs.

The drug dealers offer a “job”
that pays well, giving a person who
has few options a false sense of se-
curity that has a high price tag at-
tached to it.

An individual in this situation
finds that his/her brain chemistry
makes it difficult to “Say No™ to ad-
diction while he/she is caught in a
bind when told “No” to legitimate
employment which often results in
a loss of self-esteem.

The middle and upper classes are
not immune from this desire to es-
cape the discomfort of un- or under-

employment. White and blue collar
jobs alike are being cut in our na-
tional effort to keep the 1% strong
at the expense of the 99%. This is
not a party issue. It is an American
issue.

We certainly live in a society
trying to fill spiritual or existential
holes with “stuff” or drugs, any-
thing that has the capacity to numb
us out.

Until we address the economic
reality we all face and the spiritual
void it creates in our lives, we are
putting bandaids on a hemorrhaging
wound.

‘We must support local efforts to
provide jobs in our community, as
well as the Recover Project and ef-
forts to increase rehabilitation ser-
vices. Rehabilitation without mean-
ingful employment is only half an
ANSWer.

We can also learn how other
countries have dealt with this prob-
lem, and heed the good example of
Bernie Sanders in Vermont, to get to
the bottom of the economic driver
that invites drugs as a false
solution.
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www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

IN GOOD COMPANY
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL
COMPANIONSHIP FOR
ELDERS AND OTHERS

Sita LanG 413-834-7569
HOSPICE TRAINED
CPR CERTIFIED

GREEN

R IVER
ZEN CENTER

Practice, Study,
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org
413-256-15%94

Nina’s

Nook

Uniquities, Frivolities
& Unnecessariums

125a Avenue A, Turners Falls
413.834.8800 ninasnook.com

Weds & Th 4-6
Fri & Sat 1-6

art , craft . design .

For Sale
By Owner

4.39 private acres,
Montague Center. Solar
easement. Perc tested, cleared
driveway and building lot.
$129,000. No Agents Please.
(413) 834-0163
www.zillow.com

CALL 863-8666
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TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. *TE Table & Chair Rentals

——— ' Tammy Young
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS
1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293

Shocks * Tires « Batteries » Starters
Struts + Tune-ups * Brakes * Oil Change Tetablechairrentals.com

151 Avenue A
] Tumers Falls, MA 01376
*ﬂ 413.863.5447
eh B www.about-facecomputers.com

010

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSFECTION STATION: NO. 13051

Montague Mini Storage | MikeFuller- owner

11 Paradise Parkway
Turners Falls Mass 01376

"I Abodt-Face

Computer Solutions

Simons & Simons

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Gerry G. Simons

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

:Tke Best Hiding
Place in Town

Estates * Wills * Real Estate
Personal Injury

Propane Route 2, Gill
= . Fillin 863-4049 1-800-439-4049
P.O. Box 9 * Turners Falls Station 8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

ST00 OUU

AN

|

413-863-4680 (418) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com

48 Randall Road |
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PAPER
Week of June 2
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

NANCY L. DOLE
BooDks & EPHEMERA

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

<TGNERS COOPERATIVE EXCHAe

Locally Owned Since 1918

269 High Street - Greenfield|
(413) 773-9639
Local
Farmer-Owned

Products for the home,
farm, pets, yard & garden
if you

Feed it - Seed it - Weed it
We GOT it!

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

» System 2000
(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

* Weil-McLain

¢ Other Major Brands

* Expert Burner Service

" TRUCKING

=
]

(413) 773-3622

DEMERS
LANDSCAPING

Fencing - Patios - Walks +
Walls Installed - Tree Work
Loam - Compost - Mulch
Stump Grinding - Excavating

Septic Systems Installed
ESTABLISHED 1970
demerslandscaping.com

863-3652

CLIMATE from page A1

“The physical evidence for man-
made global warming, which is
driving dangerously rapid climate
change now, is simply overwhelm-
ing. Deniers of this fact either fail to
account for some significant portion
of the empirical evidence in their
theories, or haven’t learned enough
of the science underpinning our
awareness of the problem.

“The real question at this point is,
how much of the biosphere are we
willing to disrupt or destroy before
we change our energy economy and
industrial infrastructure into sustain-
able, ecologically protective ver-
sions of themselves? How much of
the old, green world that we know
are we willing to give up in ex-

change for a new, hotter, and more
unpredictable world that we will
struggle to survive in?

“This is to say nothing, of course,
about the right to survival of any
other species, but as a society, we
still have problems acknowledging
and protecting the basic rights of ev-
ery human. We’re a couple of ethical
leaps behind where we need to be in
order to cope with climate change
properly.”

Among the resources cited by Ke-
arns are the NASA website science.
nasa.gov and the “Skeptical Sci-
ence” blog www.skepticalscience.
com — not to be confused with www.
suspiciousObservers.org and the
BBC documentary now posted to
You Tube, titled “The Great Global

Warming Swindle,” which are based
on pseudo-science and funded by
for-profit groups.

The Wendell Climate Change
Group was founded in March 2013
by protesters of the Keystone XL
Pipeline who had returned from the
Washington D.C. rally that winter.

Topics in the past year have in-
cluded the fight to save the coastline
in Gloucester, led by coastal ecolo-
gist Dr. Paul Godfrey of Wendell;
the fight to obtain the legal right
for “simple living” off the electric
grid, led by Jonathan and Susan
von Ranson of Wendell; the green
perspectives of traditional Native
American cultures, led by Strong
Oak of Greenfield and David Brule
of Montague; and “Visioning a So-

lar Future in Franklin County” with
Claire Chang and John Ward, anti-
nuclear activists and owners of the
Solar Store in Greenfield.

The June meeting of the Climate
Change Group will be a Summer
Solstice Potluck Supper and double-
feature film showing on Friday, June
20 at the Wendell Free Library.

The award-winning documentary
Gasland will be screened at 4:30 in
the Herrick Room; potluck will be
shared outdoors at 6:30; and, for
diehard climate change activists,
Gasland 2 will be shown at 7:30.
Spirited discussion will follow,
as always. All are welcome. For
further information contact Chris

Queen at (978) 544-0216, or ma
L

NOTES FROMTHE WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Finalizing Warrant For June 7
Annual Town Meeting

By JOSH HEINEMANN

As the Wendell selectboard met
May 21 the warrant for the annual
town meeting was still in draft form
with the finance committee still
working out details. The selectboard
will meet briefly during the week of
May 27 to sign the warrant so it can
be posted at least one week before
the Saturday, June 7, meeting.

The town meeting will begin at 10
a.m., recess for an hour around noon
for a potluck lunch and then continue
through the afternoon.

Kathleen Leonard is organizing
the lunch, which will be on the com-
mon outside the town hall if weather
permits.

Warrant Articles

Beyond the regular town operat-
ing budget of $2,058,796, the draft
warrant has articles authorizing con-
tinuing payments of loans, and fund-
ing of the stabilization, the pension
reserve, the insurance reserve, and
ordinary reserve funds (used for un-
expected expenses during the fiscal
year).

There are articles to buy a road
grader ($120,000), a fire department
truck fund ($125,000), replacement
funding for turnout gear, SCBA
masks, and SCBA grant matching
funds, Tahoe warning lights for the
fire department, a police cruiser par-
tial payment of $20,000, $15,000 to
replace the senior center roof, $8,000
for kitchen equipment, and two ar-
ticles totaling $10,400 for kitchen
construction.

A kitchen committee member said
they submitted only one construction
article, for $2,900.

Franklin County Technical School
students were set to do most of the
construction this past school year,
but were stopped by Boston-based
unions protesting that Tech school
work would take work away from
union plumbers, electricians, and car-
penters. The unions recently dropped
their protest, and Tech school stu-
dents will be allowed to begin work
in the 2014-2015 school year.

Two articles on the draft warrant
would create a “strong” police chief
and a “strong fire chief.” Both chiefs
have been working as strong chiefs,

but a check into records of past town
meetings failed to find a vote autho-
rizing either strong chief.

There is an article that would au-
thorize taking $14,000 from high-
way money to conduct a survey in-
cluding wetland delineation with the
idea of building a walkway between
the highway garage and the country
store.

Another article would ban hy-
draulic fracking for natural gas, and
yet another would oppose pipeline
construction through town, in favor
of the state and country pursuing a
more sustainable energy policy.

On May 7 the selectboard met for
the first time after the town election.
Their first order of business would
be to organize the selectboard, to
elect a chair. The town election did
not change the board’s makeup and
so those members met as they have
been meeting and they forgot to re-
organize.

At the May 21 meeting Dan
Keller, who was voted back into of-
fice on May 7, nominated Christine
Heard for the chair position, and
Jeoffrey Pooser seconded the nomi-
nation, securing Heard’s position as
board chair for another year.

Wheelchair Ramp Repairs

Keller said that he had spoken
with Tom Chaisson about repairs to
the ramp that provides wheelchair
access to the senior center.

Keller said he himself had an idea
to replace the lowest section of the
ramp with concrete and avoid hav-
ing wood close to the ground, but
Chaisson said the whole frame is still
solid, and he will replace the rotten
boards with pressure treated boards,
and repair the front steps for $1,925.

Keller said there is enough money
in this year’s budget to pay that and
so the work may be done and paid
for before July 1.

Left Click Computer Backup

The town now has its computer
records backed up on site and with
support by Left Click, out of Am-
herst, and costing Wendell $3,000 a
year. A state-sponsored community
innovation challenge grant would
provide cloud based backup free for
the first year, but it might cost sub-

stantially more than Left Click if that
grant is not renewed.

Taking advantage of the grant now
might be redundant, but it will be
free, and without obligation so board
members agreed to do it. Pooser said
he would find out exactly what Left
Click is doing, so the town can com-
pare the two backup systems.

The fiber optic internet connec-
tion is working well at all the town
buildings and three buildings at least,
the library, the senior center and the
town office building have wireless
routers that allow someone outside
the buildings to take advantage of
the true high speed internet. Confi-
dential information from the town
hall is protected by a firewall.

Keller relayed a message from li-
brarian Rosie Heidkamp that the new
internet connection is so fast that now
it is slowed by the routers, switches
and other hardware inside the build-
ing. They could be improved with a
$2,000 or $3,000 investment. Pooser
said that issue is separate from the
amount of bandwidth that Wendell is
getting through the fiber optic con-
nection.

Antenna on Town Barn

Neither fire chief Joe Cuneo nor
highway commission chair Harry
Williston objected to the request by
Access Plus to put an antenna on the
town barn. That antenna will allow
Access Plus to provide high speed
internet service to area houses and
will not affect the town’s access.

Police Still On HughesNet
The police station still has an ex-
pensive, secure HughesNet service,
and police chief Ed Chase will keep
that another month to give him time
to tell all his contacts the new police
department email address, but Poos-
er said that town coordinator Nancy
Aldrich can cancel the HughesNet
service to the office building.
FRCOG has offered Wendell
the use of a traffic counter, and the
highway commission asked that it be
placed on Wendell Depot Road be-
tween Kentfield and Sears Roads.
Aldrich updated board members
on the status of recommendations
made at the May 7 selectboard meet-
ing by the Massachusetts Interlocal
Insurance Association (MIIA), the
town’s insurance company.
Williston remembered that the
drain in the garage furnace room
was connected to a tight tank when
the building was built. Putting snow

csqueen(@post.harvard.edu.
guards on the garage roof should
wait for the results of a building en-
ergy audit.

The town is scheduled to have a
driving simulator for use of the road
crew in April of 2015.

Miscellaneous Replacements

Cuneo says that a CO2 fire ex-
tinguisher for the computer network
room will cost $65, and $30 to in-
stall. Town custodian Larry Rams-
dell is replacing defective bulbs on
the emergency lighting for the of-
fice building, and Chase cut off the
frayed part of the police station rug
and glued down the turned up edge.

Heidkamp said that there was a
fire in a library book drop one year
before Wendell built its new library,
and so the new Wendell library book
drop included fireproofing.

Buildings and Grounds Concerns

Buildings and grounds coordina-
tor Ted Lewis came into the room
with a question and several con-
cerns.

He asked if the town has a golden
cane for the oldest resident. Aldrich
said it does not come back when it
is given out, and suggested a plaque
that stays in the town with names
added. New Salem does that.

Lewis next reported that some
shingles on the gazebo roof are com-
ing off and the rails should be sealed.
Volunteers built it but the town now
has to maintain it. Keller suggested
that a Full Moon Coffeehouse could
raise the necessary money during its
next season.

Lewis said that Williston told him
the highway crew could grade away
from the town hall cellar door ex-
cept for the tight tank that was left in
place when the town built its septic
system and is now in the way.

Keller said that the tight tank is no
longer part of the waste treatment of
town hall water, because that water
flows by gravity to the town septic
system, and it should be ok to re-
move it altogether.

Finally Lewis said timbers in
the town hall were last looked at 40
years ago in the 1970’s, and should
be checked again because they are
over a dirt crawl space.

Support for Retirement Bill

Board members follow a FRCOG
request to support House bill H3872,
which would provide state funding
for retirees of the counties that the
state eliminated as political units.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).
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UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU
ONSULT

25 Millers Falls Road & (413) 863-4331

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

52 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376
413-863-5395

Marion Lacoy - Owner

www.pzinc.com

413-883-7323
-asy_in-town location s‘ﬁs
M ““,‘m‘c‘iss‘

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA ( \

Contractors, Flea Marketers. Tradeshow Venaors

and Artists encouraged to inquire

Negus &
Monuments

People often come to see us
because their parents

and their grandparents did.
We're proudto have

that kind of loyalty,

and we work hard o keep it.
- Gary and Nancy Melen

‘The perfect remembrance”

Taylor, Inc.

e
‘R:;;‘.l

g‘. We engrave :é
HENIONIES
, that last forever

(st ————
508-487-2347
roserugosa@aol.com

5 Center St., Provincetown, MA 02657

“My dear — we
always stay at

FRose Acre™s

TIRAIDITIONAIL IBIEAILTIS! IFIIRSIT

John Delmolino

Blue Ice® Fermented Cod Liver Oil

Nutritional Highlights
of Fermented CLO: EPA / DHA,
Quinones, Vitamin A / D, Omega 3, 6, 7, 9,

413.210.4445 « john(@traditionalhealthfirst,com
www,traditionalhealthfirst.com
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KIDLEIDOSCOPE TUESDAYS AT THE
GREAT FALLS DISCOVERY CENTER

The Great Falls Discovery Center is once again offering a series of interpretive programs
for children each Tuesday during the summer and early fall from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Kidleidoscope is a kid-friendly, hands-on environmental experience for young children.

Each topic includes a story, interactive games, and a craft to introduce you and your child to the natural
world. Programming recommended for ages 3 to 6 with a parent or guardian. Kids and their parents
will have an opportunity to learn about their neighbors who share their home in the Connecticut River

Watershed. June Tuesdays feature sessions on frogs and toads, fish, turtles and river otters.
The Great Falls Discovery Center is at 2 Avenue A in Turners Falls.

J

LEVERETT from page A1

We have to look into improving
our energy oversight so we have a
better real time picture of what is
happening with our fuel costs.”

But, though Ross admitted,
“We’ve had a lot of trouble with the
heat,” she resisted the notion that
the selectboard should take over the
responsibility for building manage-
ment.

She said the current arrangement,
in which the school principal, with
oversight by the school committee
and superintendent, is in charge of
hiring and training the custodial
staff, is “working fine.”

Not so, according to the select-
board.

“They kept control of the cus-
todians and shipped the cost over
to us,” said selectboard chair Rich
Brazeau on Tuesday, referring to the
upshot of negotiations between the
school administration and the se-
lectboard following town meeting’s
refusal two years ago to endorse
the selectboard’s plan to reorganize
maintenance of all town buildings,
including the elementary school,
under building supervisor John
Kuczek.

Kuczek was formerly the head of
maintenance and the custodial de-
partment at the elementary school,
and is well acquainted with the
school building and the systems it
shares with the neighboring safety
complex and the library.

A recent report on the elementa-
ry school’s energy use by consultant
Lon Isaacson, of Universal Electric
in Springfield, alarmed the select-
board, and will inform an upcoming
joint meeting between the board,
the energy committee, the finance
committee and the school commit-
tee on June 10 at 7 p.m. at the town
hall to discuss the problem.

Recent History of Heating Issue

On April 22, Brazeau referred to
Isaacson’s report saying, “The hu-
midity in the building is low. The
heat is on all the time. They leave
the windows open to relieve over-
heating.”

He added, “That’s building main-
tenance.”

Selectman Peter d’Errico also re-
ferred to the idea of the selectboard
assuming control of maintenance
of the elementary school building
on April 22, saying, “We said we
would bring it forward when all the
pieces were in. [The heat] is running
24/7. Humidity in the building is 5%
when it’s supposed to be 30%.”

On May 13, the subject of ener-
gy use at the school came up again,
with Brazeau saying, “We have a

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

situation where they are hiring for
a new principal. There’s no control
regarding the heating, the windows
being open. We’re paying for it. It’s
on our side of the budget now. It
isn’t fair.”

He added, “John [Kuczek] should
at least be on the committee to hire
[custodians].

“If we don’t move now, with the
report that just came out... it’s cra-
zy,” d’Errico responded.

Brazeau continued, “It appears
from what I understand that the
school is poorly zoned. Some rooms
are baking, some are cold. They
leave the windows open, that makes
it worse.”

On May 27, Brazeau clarified
that he had received reports that
windows had been left open to
regulate the heat from “people who
work inside the building.”

Asked about this in a follow up
phone call, Ross would not confirm
that windows had been left open in
the winter at the school. She said
she had been in touch with the
school committee and the school
superintendent about problems with
the heating system, and had brought
in an outside consultant to work
with the school about the heating
system.

She denied that head custodian
Wayne Cromack was untrained to
operate the building’s computerized
heating management system.

But Rich Nathhorst, a planning
board member who is a facilities
manager at UMass Amherst, asked
by the selectboard on May 13 to
look into the heating and lighting
at the elementary school, reported
back on Tuesday, “We have a new
Andover Controls operating sys-
tem,” at the school, “but it has not
been operating. It’s been overrid-
den. That’s ridiculous.”

He continued, “This is not rocket
science. You turn the heat down at
night and then you need to turn it up
at the right time in the morning....
Once you have it balanced, it’s pret-
ty good.”

Brazeau said, “It appears the
HVAC system was possibly over-
ridden. It’s been running 76 degrees
year round, in the cafeteria, the
gymnasium.”

He said the boiler had been left
to run at 180 degrees, instead of
turning it down to 140 degrees at
the end of the heating season.

A Western Mass Electric plan to
reduce lighting costs at the school,
by replacing hard-to-access lights
with LEDs, along with other mea-
sures, provides “a really good shot
at making the lights more economi-
cal,” Nathhorst said.

The school is also expected to
need a $3,000 reserve transfer for
electricity costs this fiscal year, ac-
cording to McGinnis.

She also noted that almost all
town buildings, with the exception
of the North Leverett fire station,
are experiencing steep cost over-
ages above the previous heating
season. The increase at town hall is
equivalent to the overrun at the ele-
mentary school, though the reasons
for this certainly include the fact
that the heating system at town hall
was malfunctioning through much
of the previous heating season.

The elementary school has re-
cently seen the completion of en-
ergy saving projects including new
insulation in the attic and the instal-
lation of new energy efficient win-
dows.

Other Business

In other news, the selectboard
heard from about 20 residents of
roads at the south end of town, near
the Ambherst border, who spoke of
their frustration that poles were be-
ing put up along Lead Mine Road,
Drummer Hill Road, Two Mile Road
and Lawton Road to carry broad-
band cable to deliver high speed in-
ternet service to their homes, rather
than having the town, or perhaps a
consortium of private residents, pay
to have the cable buried in trenches,
as their utility lines are delivered
along those roads.

Greg Woodard, Mitch Mulhol-
land, and Jim Field, representing
the Friends of Leverett Pond, came
before the board to ask permission
to access town counsel for legal ad-
vice in their plan to acquire owner-
ship of the dam at the north end of
the spring fed pond at the center of
town.

The dam is in need of repair, and
abutting landowners have shown no
willingness to assume responsibility
for its upkeep, they said. A search of
deeds turned up no definitive proof
of the dam’s current ownership,
Woodard said.

The group hopes to negotiate ac-
cess to the dam with abutters, and to
pursue grant funding for necessary
repairs to the dam.

Selectboard member Julie Shive-
ly noted, “It’s pretty much a rule
of thumb: you don’t want to own a
dam if you can avoid it.”

The board expressed willing-
ness to allow the group to work
with town counsel to research the
dam’s ownership, and seek liability
protection for the nonprofit group to
assume ownership of the dam, if no

contrary claim of ownership W
L

emerges from the search.

STUDY from page A1

would also need extensive upgrad-
ing and a great deal of demolition.
The adjacent derelict garages would
have to be torn down, and a new ad-
dition built.

The RFP stipulated that the firm
chosen to conduct the feasibility
study should analyze all three sites,
recommend one, and provide a final
master plan of the preferred site with
three alternatives for site layout, in-
terior design and exterior options.

To apply, a firm must have suc-
cessfully designed at least three
previous senior centers or munici-
pal community centers, and have
extensive experience working with
municipalities.

The RFP responses are currently
being reviewed to ensure all the ap-

plying firms met those criteria. M.J.
Adams of the Franklin County Re-
gional Housing Authority, Montague
town planner Walter Ramsey and
town administrator Frank Abbon-
danzio are conducting the review.

The town and the housing author-
ity will next create a committee to
further review the applications and
likely conduct interviews with the
architects chosen to proceed to the
next phase.

The town hopes to award a con-
tract of up to $60,000 in June to the
firm that seems best qualified to car-
ry out the project, with a start date
in July. The feasibility study must be
completed by late November.

The funding source for the

study is from a Community
M

Development Block Grant.

Turners Falls — Gill Bridge
Access Will Be Updated

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER-LAUCANNO
GREAT FALLS - The
Massachusetts ~ Department  of

Transportation has clarified further
access issues relating to the Turners
Falls-Gill Bridge.

Bao Lang, DOT District Traffic
Engineer, writing in response to
questions posed by Claire Chang of
Gill, said that the Bridge will have
a 4.5 foot shoulder on both sides of
the traffic lanes. The shoulders will
not be specifically designated as
bike lanes but these lanes could be
used by cyclists.

He also noted that the opposing
travel lanes will be separated by a
double yellow centerline and the
shoulders will be marked with a
solid white edge line.

Warning signs will also be posted
alerting motorists of the presence of
bicyclists in the roadway and “Share
the Road” signs will accompany the
bicycle-in-road warnings.

While there will be no physical
separation or shielding of bicycles
from vehicles on the bridge or the
approaches to/from the bridge, the
sidewalk will be separated by a
granite curb on the approaches and
by a curb and a bridge rail on the
bridge edge.

On the Gill side, the sidewalk
will be extended from the end of the
bridge, across the island, then across
Route 2. On the Turners Falls side
of the bridge, pedestrian access to
Avenue A will also be maintained.

The existing monument in Gill
commemorating the “Falls Fight”
will remain.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED
MEALS ON WHEELS
Person or persons with transportation and a couple of
hours to spare to deliver noon meals to home-bound
elders in the Greenfield, Northfield, Gill, Bernardston
and Turners Falls areas. Stipend plus mileage paid.
Contact Linda Bramhall, Franklin County Home Care
Corp. at (413) 773-7608 ext. 2272. AA/EOE.

Real Food, Real People, Real Investment

Local, Organic Produce,
Deli, eat in or take oul,

Bakery Specialties,

Green Fields Market
144 Main 5t.,Greenfield
Mon-Fri 8-8

Sat 9-6, S5un 10-5
(413) 773-9567

Meat & Cheese, Natural Groceries,
Supplements & Body Care Items,

Monthly Specials

I (o

Green Fields McCusker's
N\ - ol

McCusker’s Market
3 State Street, Shelburne Falls
Open Daily
7a.m.to7 p.m.
(413) 625-9411

www.franklincommunity.coop

CALL 863-8666
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| Make
Lamps Lite!

Dealer in used

Home Furnishings
SMALL FURNITURE * COLLECTIBLES » DECORATIVES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

Open 7 Days a Week
GOOD USED USABLES

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
(413) 367-2475

531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague

Rau's Auto
ko

<y

JY

Ph. (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120
FREE ESTIMATES

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner
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REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS
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39 Center Road
Gill, MA 01354
FREE LOANER CARS
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"24 hour emergency towing
gst service licensed Mechani

Saturday Fish
Spevial

* Aquarium Plants
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SURVEYS from page A1

survey permission, though that per-
mission can be withdrawn.

Last month, Kinder Morgan land
specialist James Hartman sent a
letter warning those who have de-
clined the company survey permis-
sion that if they didn’t consent, it
would “petition the Massachusetts
Department of Public Utilities... for
an order to enter [their] property to
perform the requested surveys.”

When Mount Grace approached
her and her husband with the idea
of fighting the survey authorization,
“we said absolutely,” said Lisa Ad-
ams. “It’s not just about us. Only by
the fact that our land is protected do
we have a leg to stand on.”

“They’re offering people pea-
nuts for what they’re doing to us,”
she continued. “Just because you
have a billion dollars doesn’t mean
you should be able to walk all over
people.”

The resulting memorandum,
which is linked on Mount Grace’s
website at www.mountgrace.org/
responding-proposed-gas-pipeline,
challenges the DPU’s authority to
grant the company permission to
carry out their survey, which may
include digging in the soil with
shovels, cutting brush. and drilling
boreholes of up to six inches in di-
ameter and to unspecified depths.

Other sections of state law, the
memo points out, grant the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation, and the Port Authority spe-
cific power to authorize “surveys.
soundings, drillings and examina-
tions,” but the part written in 1927
that authorizes the DPU to order
access to private land does so only
for “making a survey preliminary to
eminent domain proceedings.”

The idea that this should only
be a surface survey, rather than one
that includes digging, drilling and
taking samples, hasn’t been tested
in Massachusetts, but similar cases
in Missouri in 1987 and Nebraska
in 2001 ruled against a highway
commission and railroad when they
sought rights for more invasive test-
ing as a precursor to eminent do-
main takings.

While this may seem like an ab-
stract distinction, many in the Ad-
ams’ Montague Center neighbor-
hood remember what happened in
1998. First, a project to lower the
railroad tracks under the Green-
field Road bridge so compromised
the site’s hydrology that the bridge
abutments weakened and the bridge
had to be taken down.

Second, one or more exploratory
boreholes drilled by New Hamp-
shire Boring during the design of its
replacement apparently punctured
a pressurized underground aquifer,

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK

bringing water surging to the su-
face and scuttling the project for
a decade and a half amid disputes
over who authorized that drilling.

The 33-page Mount Grace
memorandum raises several other
legal questions, challenging either
Kinder Morgan or the DPU to an-
swer them. Many are pertinent to
all landowners along the proposed
route, but one in particular concerns
land under agricultural preservation
or conservation restrictions, such as
the Adams’.

It argues that, given the impact of
Kinder Morgan’s proposed survey,
the DPU can’t “order” landowners
to violate such a restriction without
an Article 97 land transfer.

Article 97, passed as a state con-
stitutional amendment in the early
1970s, requires a two-thirds major-
ity of both the state House and Sen-
ate to change the use of any lands
designated for conservation.

Richard Hubbard, executive di-
rector of the Franklin Land Trust,
wrote in a letter to supporters on
Wednesday that a loss of conserva-
tion land to Kinder Morgan’s proj-
ect could have lasting repercussions
throughout the state.

“At some point in time in the
future,” he wrote, “the only open,
undeveloped land in Massachusetts
will be public and private conserva-
tion land.

“Allowing Tennessee Gas to
build a pipeline across Article 97
conservation land would represent
a terrible precedent whereby every
time there is a need in the future
for a pipeline. power line. or other
‘public improvement,” proponents
will pursue the ‘path of least resis-
tance’ — our conservation land.”

Article 97 has previously been
cited by pipeline opponents, includ-
ing Montague resident Sam Love-
joy, who spoke at a public meeting
in Cummington, as a possible lever
with which to challenge the FERC’s
final authority to approve conserva-
tion land for the project.

The Mount Grace memo Ssug-
gests that it might be evoked earlier
in the process, as a way to hinder
the company’s ability to plan out a
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route in the first place.

“Ifind it hard to believe that a na-
tional company like Tennessee Gas
isn’t aware of the legal issues raised
in that memo,” said its author, at-
torney Michael Pill. describing it as
“legal cards on the table.”

“Hopefully they will respond in
a prompt, complete, and forthright
manner. If they don’t, one would
have to assume that they either agree
with what I've written, or they’re
trying to hide something.”

A call to Kinder Morgan

was not returned as of press Na

time.
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER
Osteoporosis
Facts and
Treatment

By FRED
CICETTI

Q. How
common is
osteoporosis?

Osteopo- B i
rosis, or po-

rous bone.
is a disease
characterized
by low bone mass and structural
deterioration of bone tissue. This
condition creates an increased risk
of fractures.

Our bodies remove old bone and
replace it with new bone. During
our growth stage, new bone is added
faster than old bone is removed. We
hit peak bone mass around age 30.
After that age, we lose more bone
than we form.

Who is at risk of getting osteo-
porosis?

The chances are greater for
women because they have less
bone tissue and lose bone faster
than men; this is caused by changes
from menopause. Small, thin-boned
women are at greater risk. Cauca-
sian and Asian women are at high-
est risk. Age is a major risk factor
because bones become thinner and
weaker as you age. Heredity can
also increase fracture risk.

Osteoporosis is a major public
health threat for more than 40 mil-
lion Americans; about 7 out of 10 of
them are women. One out of every
two women and one in four men
over 50 will have an osteoporosis-
related fracture in their lifetime.

Worldwide, osteoporosis  is

see GEEZER page B2
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WEST ALONG THE RIVER:
ANY GIVEN EVENING

By DAVID BRULE

MILLERS RIVER - Out onto
the back deck, on any given eve-
ning in the late spring, it’s time
to put down the tools of the work
day. pen or hammer, to put aside
the cares of the day. it’s time to
kick back and put up your feet.

Nighthawk and W hip-poor-will.
Lilustration by L ouis Agassiz Fuertes.

6:10. Dusk is edging in over the
yard. Consider the birds. Watch
one species at a time, getting in the
last evening meal, before winging
up into the trees for the night: the
brilliant orange and black Bal-
timore oriole leaves his favorite
slice of Sunkist orange. and heads

THE GARDENER’S COMPANION

up to watch over his mate during
the night, in her woven swinging
basket of a nest, eighty feet up in
the towering maple yonder.

The jays are finishing their dai-
ly jay-work, gone up to the nest in
the tall pines to sleep.

The cheery chickadees have
ceased their day-long trips be-
tween the sunflower
seeds and nest in the
hollowed-out paper
birch stump down by
the rushing river.

6:45. Timeto light
the cook fire over on
the edge of the yard
where it meets the
woods. It’ll take an-
other forty minutes
to build up embers
and oak coals to grill
the salmon steaks.
And it’1l take a bottle
of beer or two to help
the fire reach that
point!

I need to get the
cooking done before
much longer, what
with Awasoos the
mother bear, soon to
be waking up from
her day-long nap in
the island thickets
just over there. She
and her cubs will

surely be sniffing the
air and picking up the
yummy smell of grilling fish.
Don’t want to be caught in my
relaxed evening-dreaming near
the campfire if she comes sham-
bling up the path from the pond,
smacking her lips in anticipation
of an easy appetizer in the form of

see WEST page B6

TRANSFORMATIONSS
NEW W&o SiHop
OPENS ON THE AVENUE

By KENDRA GAULIN

TURNERS FALLS — Getting a
tattoo is a huge commitment. This
image will be on your body forever,
so it is important to be sure about
what you’re getting. but more im-
portantly, who is giving it to you.

L eah Caldieri plans to be open for business this month.

Many people get a tattoo as a ca-
thartic healing process, sometimes
to commemorate a lost loved one,
or to mark an important or difficult
time in their life. Others just want to
honor the moment they walk into the
shop and point to what they want.

Leah Caldieri. who is opening
up Charon Arts Visionary Tattoo on
Avenue A, kept all this in mind when
naming her shop. In Greek mythol-
ogy. Charon is the ferryman of the

dead, carrying the spirits across the
river of Styx, guiding them through
their transformation to the afterlife.

Caldieri says she and the other
artists at the shop would be the
guides through your personal and
spiritual transformation as you get
vour tattoo. She added “visionary”
to emphasize the
mindfulness  that
she wants to bring
to the tattoo, which
she believes en-
hances the custom-
er’s experience.

Caldieri plans to
open the shop this
month in an up-
stairs space at 107
Avenue A, above
the village’s former
VFW hall.

Tattooing  was
not Caldieri’s origi-
nal plan. As an un-
dergraduate at the
University of Ver-
mont, she started
out in the envi-
ronmental science
program. but in her
sophomore  year,
she took a required
figure drawing class
which changed her career forever.
She remembers thinking, “This is
what school is supposed to be like:
fun and really challenging.”

So she kept the environmen-
tal science as a minor and instead
earned a Fine Arts degree. Fine Arts
is not a typical major, and does not
have the reputation of creating the
pathway to lucrative careers.
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see TATTOO page B6

FISHING DOGS: A REVIEW

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY -
The tomato plants in the
sunroom are  outgrowing
their pots again, and having
achieved great height as well,
are clamoring to be set out in
the garden.

This long weekend of Me-
morial Day is traditional for
planting but the timing is of-
ten tricky.

Since I have lost more
than one tomato crop to cold
winds or incessant rains by
following this dictum. I am
ignoring this garden almanac
tradition in favor of keeping
an eye to the weather.

Since this holiday week-
end was plagued by occa-
sional downpourings of rain
which have created cold,
damp soil, we are waiting to
plant out tomatoes hoping
that next weekend will bring
drier conditions and warmer
soil.

There is no huge downside
to this change. Of course, the
plants will be a bit leggier
and top heavy, but we will
set them in deeply, above
the first leaves so that they

T
b

will be stronger against the
breeze. These buried stems
will put out new roots them-
selves developing a sturdier
plant to hold what we hope
will be weighty fruits.

In the bottom of each
planting hole we will put a
handful of bone meal, ditto of
compost and a good scoop-
ful of manure to feed these
hungry plants over their long
LSrowing season.

Most of the tomato vari-
eties we’ve chosen are inde-
terminate, meaning that they
will continue to grow and
produce until they are felled
by disease or cold so they
need a good food supply.

Tomatoes will also suffer
in a long dry spell. Watch for
drooping leaves in a drought
month and apply a good
soaking with your hose and
sprinkler.

Over-watering, however is
more likely with tomatoes, as
they will continue to absorb
water as long as it is there.

Of course, if we have too
much summer rain, there’s
not much you can do about
that except to ensure that your
garden has the best drainage
possible.

Generally in New Eng-
land, we have too much damp
in the spring which is then

Nteore

followed by hot, dry weather
so putting your tomatoes in
later than the traditional gar-
den almanac calls for is safer
than planting too soon.

The garden peas are an-
other story. They have loved
the rain and the cool days.
With the added treat of a
couple of warm. not to say
hot sunny days, they have
sprouted vigorously and are
growing well.

When T was still working,
it was traditional to plant the
peas during April vacation,
but I was well behind this
year, putting the pea seeds
into the ground on May 6.

The variety is Knight
pea, an heirloom seed which
means one saved and passed
down year to vear. Oddly
enough. it never seems to
matter when I put in the seeds
on the calendar as long as it is
in the cool weather.

Whether late April or early
May, we are always harvest-
ing in time to enjoy our tradi-
tional family meal of salmon
and fresh peas on the week-
end of the fourth of July.

The weather will also drive
the planting of sweet peppers
and greens beans.

Since these crops abhor
the cold and damp, we’ll wait

see GARDEN page B6

By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE - For an embarrassing
number of pages Ray Coppinger had me as
I read his new book, Fishing Dogs: A guide
fo the history, talents and training of the
Baildale, the Flounderhound, the
Angler Dog, and sun-
dry others breeds of
aquatic dogs (Canis
Piscatorius).

It didn’t seem im-
possible that breeds
had been developed to
help people who awake
at dawn to sit in boats or
stand by streams, or hunker
over holes in thick ice, wait-
ing for a fish to take some in-
terest in the bait.

I've always thought that
Newfoundlands were vital to
the well being of those who
fished the cold waters off New-
foundland’s shores, and I think
I've read tales of dogs rescuing
fishermen from the water.

Therefore I approached this book ready to
learn about other breeds essential to the sport
of fishing. And then I got the joke. and quickly
became immersed in Coppinger’s wry imagi-
nation.

In 197 nicely illustrated pages, he pokes
fun at men who become fishing buddies and
end up needing therapy to work out their “re-
lationship issues.” breeders who seek artificial
and sometimes useless perfection in a pai-
ticular breed, and breeds that have “evolved”
over time to serve the specific needs of those
who fish.

He made me fall in love with the Floating
Mat Dog and the Stringer Spaniel in particu-
lar. The Mat Dog, that resembles my lumber-
ing enormous Great Pyrenees, floats upon the
water creating shade, which fish like. Func-

tioning like a giant lily pad with front and
back paws outstretched, floating motionless,
an angler need only cast so that the line drifts
below the Mat Dog where shade-seeking fish
are just waiting to be caught.

This dog, when not fishing, is
an easy household companion.
Coppinger writes, “Keeping your
dog in all winter and letting it lie
in front of the fireplace with
your fly rod hanging over the
mantel looks great, although

both the dog and the rod will
dry out.”

Next, according to the
author, the Stringer Span-
iel has evolved to replace
vests with pockets. creels
and stringers which are
unbreakable lengths of
line that are threaded
between a fish’s mouth
and gills in order to
lower it into the water
to keep it fresh until its
time to go home.

The Stringer Spaniel has a curly coat about
the consistency of Velcro tape, says Copping-
er. “The fact that fish are scaly and have gill
covers and gill arches and gill rakes makes
it easy to stick a fish to the dog. Just take the
fish by its tail and middle and shove the head
into the dog’s fur. Any place will do as long as
there 1sn’t a fish in there,” he writes.

After a while I was not surprised that the
flounderhound had evolved to possess two
eyes on one side of its face, the Baildale gets
rid of excess water in the boat by shaking its
thick coat, and the Bilge pups travelled with
Darwin and served as a source of food while
providing ballast. Through positive rein-
forcement, which everyone knows is the best
training method, I learned to trust this author
to enlighten me on the origins, history and

see DOGS page B2
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Wendell Senior Center is at ext. 5, or coa(@leverett.ma.us. about in Coppinger’s descrip- J h L says far too few read it. That
2 Lockes Village Road. Call Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga — | tions of ice fishing, the quest for ” ) ought to change with this edition,
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. atthe Town | the perfect breakfast place. and )"_/"{E ————— published by Skyhorse Publish-
for hours and upcoming programs. Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). the discovery of fishing dogs. - _~ ing, Inc. and illustrated (clev-
Call the Center for a ride. Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon. This book would make a great - ’ ' erly) by Peter Pinardi.
Call (413)367-2694 by Wednesday | gift for anyone who likes to fish, Peter Pinardi’s illustration and available at local ;
for a reservation. anyone who likes dogs, anyone of a “Stringer spaniel.” bookstores. N
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Creon’s
Bike Shop.

By DAVID
DETMOLD

Next day was
Saturday. It snowed |
all day. I sat around |
the house and played F
chess in the mirror.

44

BT Lt b e i |

Sunday was
warmer, and the weather cleared.
On Monday, I went out and landed
a job at a data mining firm in the
industrial park.

It was the easiest job I ever found.
but I came away feeling I had sold
my soul.

I decided to stop by at Creon’s
for a restorative beer or two, and
perhaps a hand of cards.

Creon’s Bike Shop stood off a
courtyard in back of the Bank of
Attica. The bank was in a grace-
less brick building with rows of thin
mullioned windows set in masonry
embrasures that lent it the air of a
medieval fortress.

An imposing four-panel clock
hung above the front door, glowing
green, with the western panel al-
ways for some reason running about
five minutes slower than the other
faces. But people who approached
the bank from that end of town nev-
er seemed to be in more of a hurry
than folks who wandered over from
the other.

Hanging off the side of the sta-
tionery, just before the bank, a sign
with a white, three-fingered hand
pointed up an alley too narrow for
most people to walk comfortably
that led up a slight grade to the
courtyard where the bike shop stood
at the edge of the hill.

Average width bicycle handles
could just fit through the alleyway,
with inches to spare. Wide handle
mountain bike riders had to first
loosen the headset nut and turn their
handlebars sideways to get their
bikes up the alley for repair; an Al-
len wrench set hung suspended from
the sign at the front of the alley for
those riders to use in a pinch.

The courtyard was set around
a central horse chestnut tree and
paved with granite flags. It was set
with random pieces of sculpted met-
al furniture that appeared to have
been welded together from used bi-
cycle frames from which the paint
had been indifferently stripped.

All were now covered in a thick
mantle of frozen snow.

In the fall, unruly urchins would
play blind-man’s bluff around the
courtyard, and make slingshots
from the horse chestnuts, drilled
through with an augur loaned to
them by Creon and threaded with
simple kitchen string.

Twirled and released at high ve-
locity, these tiny polished missiles
would take off at eccentric angles
depending on what point in the or-
bit of rotation the urchins let them
go. They would go hurtling off to-
ward some perilous apogee far up
the mountainside, or just as often
toward one of the many little win-
dows in the backside of the bank.
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Ifthey happened to hit one, break-
ing glass, the little urchins would
scatter and run screaming down the
alley where the bank manager, a tall
thin balding man named Mr. Mike-
lus, often waited for them.

Mr. Mikelus had abnormally
long arms, and a forbidding stare
that discouraged borrowers.

The only other way out of the
courtyard was through the bike
shop, which had a back door open-
ing onto an even smaller alley that
skirted the base of the mountainside
eastward and emptied after an ob-
stacle course of garbage bins and
shopping carts onto L Street.

If Creon was out and the alley
blocked the kids would go scamper-
ing like little mountain goats up the
side of the mountain itself, whose
steep slopes ascended directly from
the courtyard’s edge.

The tallest would lead the way,
laughing and pulling with all his
might on tree roots or saplings to
support his flight, with successively
younger and smaller urchins cling-
ing to his belt loop or scrabbling
in his wake, the last one reaching
back to give a hand to the littlest
of them. who would be on the un-
steady verge of between shouts of
laughter dissolving into anguished
screams from fear of being left be-
hind to represent them all in mediat-
ing Mikelus’s wrath.

But in the winter, all such routes
were hard to follow.

The wood stove in Creon’s store
was warm and welcoming and we
gathered there for long lunch hours
that stretched out info endless after-
noon poker games that only ended
when the beer ran out.

When you walked in the low,
rough framed doorway to his shop,
Creon was usually to be found at
work behind the long glass display
case that formed an open aisle to the
store’s interior.

He sat there smoking foul che-
roots and tinkering with sand
clogged clusters of gears pinned
down to a rubber mat with serpen-
tine box wrenches and foreshort-
ened chain whips and odd freewheel
removers the looked like the cross
section of cobalt star fruits.

Creon was a gruff man with bee-
tle brows. He was usually wreathed
in a cloud of gray smoke and frown-
ing with one eye squinted nearly
shut and the other peering intently
at his work or up at you.

But he had a hearty laugh, once
you got him going. and as fond as
he was of solitude, he was even
fonder of company. Once he got to
know you.

Continued next week.

Monday, 5/19

Machine that
bends metal reported sto-
len from yard on Fifth
Street. Advised of options.
2:50 p.m. Two calls regard-

7:56 am.

ing erratic operator tailgat-
ing and driving unsafely
on Montague City Road.
Driver spoken to; no signs
of 1mpairment; stated he
was late for work.

4:23 p.m. Noise complant
of children and adults
playing in alleyway near
Fifth Street; caller claims
this 1s a daily occurrence.
9:00 pm. Child’s bicycle
stolen from outside of
Food City. Report taken.
10:42 pm, Caller from
Third Street complaining
of loud skateboarding out-
side her residence; unable
to hear television. Small
group of lkids spoken to;
gathering dispersed.

11:09 p.m. Suspicious red
van parked near tracks in
Lake Pleasant. Driver spo-
ken to; vehicle was a cab
walting to pick up railroad
employees.

Tuesday, 5/20

12:06 am. Complaint re-
garding tramn idling in Lake
Pleasant. Report taken.
741 am. Lake
railroad crossing arms re-
ported to be malfunction-
ing. Arms appeared to be

Pleasant

back in working order. At-
tempts to contact Pan Am
were unsuccessful.

8:21 a.m. Caller wishing to
discuss options regarding
male party who habitually
litters near Gatehouse/
Cabot  Station. Officer
spoke with suspect, who
denied any mvolvement.
9:40 a.m. Request to check
on female standing outside
a Central Street building
yelling for someone to let
her in. Unable to locate.
Neighbor reported she had
been yelling to get atten-
tion of the third floor ten-
ant to give them a ride.
12:41 p.m. Report of verbal
dispute between neighbors
on Avenue A Over money.
Involved parties advised of
options.

1:16 pm. Report of re-
straming order violation
on Eleventh Street. Ser-
vices rendered.

2:34 p.m. Caller reported
seeing black smoke north
of her residence on Turn-
ers Falls Road. TFFD con-
tacted; advised that this
was a controlled burn on
the Montague Plains.

3:52 pm. Report of sus-
pected ongoing burglary/
breaking and entering on
G Street. Report taken.
5:11 p.m. Twners Falls
man arrested and charged
with possession of a Class
B drug.

8:16 p.m. Caller report-
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mg 1ssues with his wife,
who reportedly damaged
his motorcycle and stole
money from him. Advised
of options.

9:42 p.m. Caller from Mill-
ers Falls reporting tenants
m adjacent apartment have
been banging on walls and
yelling and screaming for
some time this evening.
Responding officer advised
that this will likely be an
ongomg issue and that
there was more noise com-
mg from the caller’s apart-
ment than from the other.
Wednesday, 5/21

12:18 a.m. Domestic dis-
turbance on Avenue A; in-
Jured female party refused
medical transport.

5:22 am. Burglar alarm at
Sirum’s Equipment trig-
gered by bird n garage.
9:33 am. Fire alarm on Av-
enue A triggered by burnt
banana.

4:56 p.m. Driver in the Au-
buchon Hardware parking
lot 1ssued a criminal sum-
mons for a crosswalk viola-
tion and unlicensed opera-
tion of a motor vehicle.
6:47 p.m. Caller reported
finding tent, camping gear,
and clothing on river bank
near Kingsley Avenue and
Poplar Street. Respond-
mg officer located tent; no
one around, but it appears
someone Is squatting.

9:29 p.m. Second call re-
garding camp near river;
caller now reporting that
someone 1s at the site and
there is a campfire. Officers
spoke to subject, advised 1t
was a flood zone and pri-
vate property. Subject will
stay with a friend in town.
10:57 p.m. Report of fight
outside building on Second
Street; caller observed 7-8
males and a female with a
baseball bat, who dispersed
upon officers’ arrival. Sub-
sequent call advised that
the subjects had come back
out. Montague and Erving
officers on scene.
Thursday, 5/22

9:37 am. Request for offi-
cer to assist with a violent
student at Hillerest Ele-
mentary School. Officer on
scene; DCF contacted.
11:02 a.m. Request for offi-
cer to dispose of marijuana
and paraphernalia confis-
cated from an eighth grad-
er at Great Falls Middle
School. Services rendered;
student suspended for ten
days.

11:10 a.m. K9 units assisted
Greenfield Police in search
for suspect in a stabbing.
Subject located and taken
mto custody:.

2:48 p.m. Report of bur-
glary/breaking and enter-
mg on Bridge Street; jew-
elry and money missing;
known party suspected.

3:15 p.m. Officers respond-
ed to Franklin County
Technical School to assist
with an 1ssue among a par-
ent, child, and staff. DCF
on scene; parties spoken to.
4:24 p.m. Report of suspi-
clous activity at condemned
property on Central Street.
Referred to an officer.

4:52 p.m. Domestic and
property dispute between
parties on Eleventh Street.
Parties advised of options.
9:17 p.m. Hit and run acci-
dent on Avenue A. Unable
to locate suspect's vehicle.
Male party reported neck
pain but refused EMS,
stating he would go to ER.
10:34 p.m. Following a dis-
turbance outside People’s
Bakery on Bridge Street,

was arrested
and charged with assault
and battery on a police of-
ficer; disorderly conduct;
resisting arrest; and as-
sault and battery with a
dangerous weapon.
was arrested
and charged with disor-
derly conduct; assault and
battery on a police officer;
and resisting arrest.
Friday, 5/23
2:38 a.m. Loud noise com-
plaint on G Street.
4 p.m. Report of suspicious
activity at Franklin Com-
mons. Involved parties
spoken to,
4:03 p.m. Report of sus-
pected drug transaction on
Fourth Street.
4:39 p.m. Report of party
frequenting  Cumberland
Farms dumpster. Party ad-
vised to stay out of it.
6:12 pm. Officers check-
ing on suspicious activity
inside wvehicle on Fourth
Street. Parties inside vehi-
cle were “making S'mores”
using a highter to melt the
marshmallows. Officer ad-
vised parties how suspi-
cious this looked.
7:22 pm. Domestic mnci-
dent on Taylor Hill Road.
7:37 pm. Caller reported
returning to Chestnut Hill
Loop residence from out of
town to an apparent break-
in and burglary.
9:42 p.m. Officer checking
on a vehicle parked in dirt
pull-off area on East Min-
eral Road. Party was listen-
ing to radio as TV service
was out in the area.
Saturday, 5/24
19:38 Report that
three male parties had
been creating a disturbance
at Between the Uprights.
verbal

a.17.

Parties located;
warning issued.
9:48 a.m. Request for offi-
cer to mediate situation be-
tween roommates on Far-
ren Avenue.

12:55 pm. Open windows

observed at condemned

house on Central Street.
ob-

served nothing out of the

Responding  officers

ordinary; first floor in usu-
al state of disarray.

1:35 p.m. Two-vehicle ac-
cident at Turnpike Road
and Oakman Street. Writ-
ten warning issued to one
operator for failure to use
care in stopping.

3:36 p.m. Caller from Dry
Hill Road reported evi-
dence of a possible break-
ing and entering. Officers
responded; nothing miss-
ing or out of place other
than shards
door. Report taken.
3:38 p.m. Report of a man

wood near

with a tent and a campfire
on railroad property be-
hind a Federal Street resi-
dence. Same subject from
earlier incident on Kingsley
Avenue and Poplar Street,
Subject moved along,

4:26 p.m. Pan Am reported
four subjects on railroad
tracks near the old fish
hatchery. Earher, MPD
officer had spoken to two
male subjects in area, pho-
tographing trains. Railroad
police off with subjects.
9:11 p.m. Report of suspi-
cious vehicle, possible drug
activity on Central Street.
Sunday, 5/25

1:07