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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

That Makes 4: Richard 
Kuklewicz Joins The Race 
By MIKE JACKSON the issues that have been hang

ing around, like the Raih-oad 
Salvage, and the Stratlunore." 

Selectboard Sends 
$174,000 Request 
to Town Meeting for 
Broadband Project 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

Richard Kuklewicz, lifetime 
Montague resident and town 
meeting member for Precinct 4, 
has joined Jacobo Roque, Chris 
Menegoni and incumbent Mark 
Fairbrother in the mnning for 
Montague selectboard. 

"I'd like to see the town con
tinue to develop," he said. "It's 
come a long way, but there's 
still a way to go." 

He said he had been consid
e1ing nmning for a while and 
had finally decided the time 
was ripe: "I think it might be a 
good opp01tunity to make some 
changes in the stmcture of that 
board." 

The Montague selectboard, at its March 
9 meeting, voted to send an appropriation of 
$174,000 for expanded broadband se1vice 
on to the annual town meeting in May for a 
vote. 

Kuklewicz has se1ved for 
twenty years on the Franklin 
County Technical School dis
trict committee, and is its cur
rent chair. He is also the town 
electrical inspector. 

I don't have a big agenda, no 
one burning issue. Just a desire 
to see if I can help the town," 
said Kuklewicz. "I think there's 
value I could add." 

He said he felt his experience 
on town meeting, and dealing 
with school budgets, would be 
a boon: "I think I could make 
a positive impact with some of 

Kuklewicz said he inspects 
the Wiling in "five to ten" hous
es in a given week, a position 
that comes with a small stipend 
but that he has been filling "as 
much for the community ser
vice piece of it." 

The appropriation would help finance 
broadband se1vice to the Chestnut Hill and 
Taylor Hill neighborhoods, as well as a con
nection between the Montague Center and 
Turners Falls Fire Departments. The select
board action came in response to a presenta
tion by Kevin Hart of the town's broadband 
committee. 

The board did not officially endorse the 
proposal, but wanted to give town meeting the 
oppo1tunity to make the final decision. 

The proposal and appropriation will need 
to be reviewed by both the Montague Capital 
Improvements Committee and the Finance 
Committee. However, the selectboard needed 
to take action this week in order to put the 

Anyone else who wants their 
name on the ballot must file 
nomination papers by March 
30. The election is May 18. 

see BROADBAND page AS 

Happy to Oblige: Congressman 
McGovern Visits Gill Elementary 

McGovern visited the class, which has been plqying an educational game 
sponsored by a secun"ties industry lob!Jying and advocary group. 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

Students from teacher David 
Grout's sixth grade class gathered 
in the entrance of Gill Elementa1y 
on Monday morning, excitedly 
waiting for the appearance of Con
gressman Jim McGovern. 

The congressman was visiting 

because the students are paitici
pating in the twelfth annual Stock 
Market Grune, mn by SIFMA (the 
Securities Industiy and Financial 
Markets Association). Representa
tives from the SIFMA joined Mc
Govern for this visit. 

Mr. Grout's sixth grade class at 
Gill has been paiticipating in this 

gaine since the beginnil1g of the 
year. Working in small groups, stu
dents ai·e managing an online in
vestinent po1tfolio, tiying to grow 
an initial fund of $100,000 by out
il1vesting the other tea.ins in the 
program. 

Initially, the class was enrolled 
ill a separate version of the game 
called the Capital Hill Challenge, 
ill which participating teams repre
sent their disti·ict's member of Con
gress. While the money they ai·e 
allotted to illVest is not real, eve1y
thing else reflects the actual stock 
mai·ket each day, and students get 
to see how the stocks they pick ai·e 
doing eve1y morning. 

Mr. Grout said when the stocks 
are up the students are happy; when 
the stock drops they ai·e illclined to 
panic, and want to sell. The idea 
is to teach them to hold onto the 
stocks if they believe in the com
pany, and not get caught up in wor-
1ying about it day to day. 

There are cun-ently over 3,000 

see MCGOVERN page A6 

Shea Operator Will Not Re-apply 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS - The non
profit organization that cun-ently 
operates the historic, town-owned 
Shea Theater has announced it will 
not be submitting a proposal next 
month for use of the theater. 

The news came after Shea Com
munity Theater Inc. info1med the 
town last week that it did not intend 
to pay utility bills past the end of its 
cun-ent fiscal year on June 30. 

"Right now we have a lease 
through December 31, and one of 
the obligations is that they pay the 
utility bill," said town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio. "If, in fact, the 
cun-ent board decided they're in
clined to exit earlier, maybe we can 
all work something out." 

"It was kind of disconce1ting to 
heai· that it wasn't a case that they 
couldn't [pay for utilities]," he said, 
''but that they didn't want to." 

The town has issued a request for 
proposals for use of the theater, due 
April 22. 

"We're still looking for some data 
that was requested," said.Abbondan
zio. "Mostly we're looking for profit 
ai1d loss information, for a couple of 
reasons." 

Abbondanzio said he has heai·d 
indications the theater had seen de
clining revenues over the last several 
yeai·s, but had yet to see the figures. 

"We need to know what the cost 
of nmning that operation is, in case 
the cmTent operators ai·en't able to 
continue," he said. "And potential 
bidders have asked for that infonna-

tion, at the public heaiings." 
Riverculture director SuzanneLo

Manto said that while none of those 
bidders have made their intentions 
official, "we've seen sti·ong inter
est, and some intriguing proposals ... 
There's not going to be ai1y cookie
cutter proposals." 

Town planner Walter Ramsey 
said he is working on a grant appli
cation through Green Communities 
to upgrade the RV.AC system. 

Abbondanzio added that a 
$20,000 item is being sent to town 
meeting this spring for repairs to the 
theater's roof. 

Shea board president Michael 
Glazier answered requests for an in
te1view by refening us to last week's 
press release, which was not sent to 
the Reporter. 

IT'S FINALLY MELTING! 

Dave Hoitt spotted this mute swan drinkingfrom one of the 
delicious puddles in the parking lot behind Montague's town hall. 

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Candidate Steps Forward 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

Tai·a Acker has decided to stand 
for the opening on the selectboard 
that will be created when Rich 
Brazeau steps down at the end of 
April with two years remaining on 
his cun-ent three year term. 

Other candidates may still come 
fo1ward before town meeting day 
on May 2 - Leverett is the only 
town in the Commonwealth to hold 
nominations and elections for town 
offices directly from town meeting 
floor - but Acker is the first out of 
the gate. 

In a letter of intent published in 
the most recent town newsletter, 
Acker said she has lived in Leverett 
for nine yeai·s, is the mother of two 
children in the elementary school, 
and has extensive experience work
ing with municipal budget and pol
icy making. 

This includes a job as director of 
Somerville's innovative SomerStat 
program, a management initiative 
intended to help analyze, streamline 
and ilnprove constituent seivices 
by tracking depaitmental financial, 
operational and personnel data to 
devise solutions for improving per
fonnance. 

Acker said she is nmning because 
she loves Leverett, and because she 
''would like the opportunity to help 
maintain our sti·ong community's 
values and help develop innovative 
and sustainable solutions for our 
town." 

Known Unknowns 
On Monday, March 9, the select

board held budget hearings for the 

fire and highway departments, with 
recently appointed fire chief John 
Ingram and highway superintendent 
Will Sti·atford presenting budgets 
allowing for a 3.5% overall reduc
tion in order to meet the budgeta1y 
tai·gets set by the selectboai·d and 
finance conunittee. 

The financial boards are tiying 
to allow for a number of revenue 
wild cards in the coming fiscal yeai·. 
These include two prope1ty tax 
abatement appeals, one of which 
could repo1tedly have a roughly 
$100,000 ilnpact on town revenue, 
if decided wholly in favor of the 
prope1ty owner. 

There are also major unce1tain
ties related to the four-town regional 
school assessment agreement with 
Shutesbmy, Pelham and Aml1erst 
and state aid, the latter under the 
cloud of an estimated $1.5 billion 
deficit in the state budget. 

Fire Department 
In order to meet the 3.5% reduc

tion target in his $86,627 budget, 
Ingram said he would have to cut 
money from line items for ti·aining 
personnel and for response pay for 
call firefighters, a cut that would 
depend optiinistically on the depa1t
ment having to respond to fewer 
emergency calls in the coming yeai·. 
He asked if the town intends to re
store the present departmental bud
get levels after the uncertainties of 
FY'l6 are cleared up. 

Tom Powers, chair of the finance 
committee, responded, saying, "At 
some point, if [these unce1tainties] 
all come together as a bad sto1m, 

see LEVERETT page A7 
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Not Always So Easy 
A busload of fraternity mem

bers at the University of Oklahoma 
caught on camera chanting, in ex
tremely and deliberately offensive 
tenns about their society's exclu
sion of black students, captured 
the disgust and fascination of the 
American public this week. 

That this kind of old-school, 
ove1t bigot:Iy had been discovered 
festering under a rock lent a sense 
of excited relief in the media. Here, 
finally, was some easy racism: 
Southern, pasty-faced and privi
leged, pumping its fist and weruing 
an ugly blazer. 

The weight of a tense public de
bate about race that has developed 
over the last year, catalyzed by fa
tal encounters between police and 
black men and boys, had finally, for 
a moment, lifted. 

Posted to Youtube by a black 
student group on Sunday, the Okla
homa incident captured wall-to
wall headlines on Monday, and by 
Tuesday, the university had shut 
down and evicted the fraternity and 
issued its first two expulsions. 

The news frenzy sought person
al angles. Someone started a web
site soliciting donations to suppo1t 
the first innocent bystander identi
fied: the frat house's cook, a black 
man cast into unemployment after 
15 yeru·s of service. It passed its 
$50,000 goal in its first day. 

Five hundred miles away, in Fer
guson, Missouri, two other men lost 
their jobs this week, and ifnews out
lets were interested in the unfolding 
snuggle over racial disc1imination 
in America, this would have been 
their banner headline st01y. 

City manager John Shaw and 
municipal court judge Ronald 
Brockmeyer stepped down after 
their roles in building an institu
tionally racist exto1tion racket were 
called out, not by a blurry 10-sec
ond cell phone video, but by a 102-
page Depaitment of Justice rep01t. 

The Depa1tment's detailed in
vestigation concluded that the city 
uses its police to exn·act revenue 
from its citizens, with the burden 
falling overwhelmingly on African 
American residents. 

The st:Iucture offines that Brock
meyer helped develop locked poor 
people who were often busted for 
1:I1vial or questionable offenses, and 
tai·geted by biased officers, into 
Kafkaesque spirals of jail and debt. 

A cash-sn·apped municipality 
with a maj011ty-white government 
and police force viewing its majo11-
ty-black population as a piggy bank, 
the city was a powder keg even be
fore the police-involved shooting 
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that touched off last fall's 11ots. 
That Brockmeyer, whose comt 

jailed broke black people over fines 
01-iginating in pai·king offenses, 
turns out to have fixed his cronies' 
tickets and owes over $170,000 in 
unpaid taxes himself, is the kind of 
predictable groaner we've come to 
accept in our higltly stratified soci
ety. He stepped down on Monday. 

The next day the city council ap
proved the resignation of Shaw, the 
city's chief executive. 

But Shaw and Brockmeyer 
weren't the heads of some racist 
conspiracy - at least not in the sense 
ofSigmaAlpha Epsilon at OU. The 
Justice Depa1tment's review of 
city and police emails did uncover 
ove1t, individual bias. But the big 
st01y in Ferguson is in the way this 
culture of hostility and suspicion at 
the sn·eet level was magnified by 
bureaucratic and mai-ket forces into 
a machine1y of institutional racism 
that no one intended or designed. 

Even on his way out the door, 
Shaw pointed out that his office 
"has never instmcted the police de
paitment to target Afi-ican Ame11-
cans, nor falsify chai·ges to admin
ister fines, nor heap abuses on the 
backs of the poor." 

We find it likely this is t:Iue 
- thougl1 this was the guy at the top 
inesponsibly celebrating "all-time 
records in fines and fo1feitures." 

The ability of people like Shaw 
to wash their hands of racial dis
c1imination 's filth points to some 
difficult lessons we need to puzzle 
through, about power and respon
sibility, about the law and its en
forcement, about the expe11ence of 
discrimination, and about the inten
tions of those who benefit from it. 

But instead we focus on individ
ual sto11es, cases, and tragedies, in 
a way that misses the forest for the 
trees, and bogs the debate down in 
paiticulai-ities. Individual encoun
ters are scmtinized, and we find 
ourselves ai·guing over whether 
Mike Brown, stopped for jaywalk
ing, was canying stolen cigai·s, in
stead of the role the police have in 
his neighborhood, where jaywalk
ing fines help patch city budget 
deficits, and 95% of those charged 
with jaywalking are black. 

So it's no smp11se the news from 
Ferguson has been overshadowed 
by a more 1:I1vial and obvious ex
pression of race hate the vast major
ity is able to unite to condemn. 

It's so much simpler when the 
enemy is just some crew of doofos
es, and not our cmmbling cities, our 
disapperuingjobs, our overcrowded 
p11sons, and our feai·. 
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You Never Know When Something's Going to 
Take Hold: Juanita Nelson (1923-2015) 

GREENFIELD - On Monday, 
Juanita Nelson, organic farmer, wai· 
tax resister, civil rights pioneer, and 
inspiration to several generations of 
activists, passed away in Greenfield 
at the age of 91. 

The following is excerpted from 
an interview Nelson gave in 2011 
to Tm11ers Falls' Monte Belmonte, 
morning host of 93.9 FM - WRSI. 
Thanks to Monte for making it avail
able to our readers. 

MB: You live on a beautiful hill here 
in Deeifield, Massachusetts. The 
more I learn about you, the more I'm 
coming to realize that you may be the 
matriarch of the utopian society that 
so many people are trying to create 
in the Pioneer Valley. 

JN: [laughs] 

MB: Do you deny this? 

JN: Yes. [laughter] 

MB: You are a peace activist. 

JN: Well, I don't know what that 
means. I just 1:Iy to live, somewhat, 
what I believe. Talking doesn't do it 
for me. 

MB: You are a locavore, before that 
was even a term: you eat local veg
etables; you were one of the people 
that founded the Greenfield Farmers 
Market. 

JN: That's 11ght, I did help to found 
it. Just because I believe people who 
live over in other counti-ies should 
eat the food they have, ai1d we eat 
the food we have. Especially what I 
can grow myself. 

Except, I don't know ifl'm going 
to be growing so much more. I don't 
know. 

MB: You 're one of the people behind 
the free harvest supper that happens 
in Greenfield every year. 

JN: Yeah. But I didn't do much. But 
I have ideas. Other people execute 
them. I've very lazy. 

MB: I tend to doubt that! And I'm 
in your house, on Woolman Hill in 
Deeifield. And it's a small, wooden 
cabin that you helped to build. 

JN: Well, what we did was get most 
of the material from a house that we 
demolished. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 
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MB: And that's a big trend nm1~for 
people who are environmentally con
scious. But when did you do that? 

JN: I think in '74. I'll think about 
it. You know, my remembrance isn't 
as great as it used to be. It never was 
ve1y good ... 

MB: What I love about the Pioneer 
Valley, when I came out here, is that 
it opened my eyes to a whole different 
way of living. But you, Juanita Nel
son, have been doing this stuff since 
the '70s, when we were all having 
tire fires in our backyard and drink
ing gasoline. How did you become 
the person that you are, the pacifist, 
the locavore? 

JN: Well, I think my paitner [Wally 
Nelson] had something to do with 
it. But I was born poor, I never had 
ve1y much. I was born in Cleveland, 
Ohio - lived in, I always liked to say, 
the upper slums of Cleveland. I met 
Wally when he was in jail, ai1d I was 
a newspaper rep01ter. 

MB: Why was he injail? 

JN: Because he walked out of CPS 
camp - Civilian Public Se1vice. He 
wasn't ever going to go ai1d fight, 
and he joined CPS. 

And then he found that that was 
pait of the same thing as being in the 
militaiy, ai1d walked out. 

MB: But this is not something that's 
happening during the Vi.etnam War. .. 
this is World War II? 

JN: Yeah. We met because I was a 
rep01ter and was sent on ai1 assign
ment to the jail. And I remember 
rather vividly talking with them, es
pecially with Wally. 

And to find that he was in jail 
because he wasn't going to kill any
body - that just stmck me. 

MB: So many people [say}, "Jf there 
is a just war, the just war is World 
War II." What was Wally's mentality 
in not wanting to take part in that, 
and what inspired you about Wally's 
not wanting to take part in a war like 
World War II? 

JN: Well, killing is not a good thing 
to do. I don't care what it's for! 

And of course, I'm not patriotic. 
I think that's used a lot to induce 
people to do ce1tain things: "I'm an 
American!" And we're all just peo-

ple, as fai· as I'm concerned. And I 
don't like all this division. 

MB: I think the question in a lot of 
people's minds would be that, when 
something happens like what hap
pened during World War II, where 
there is someone who 's trying to take 
over the entire world: what would 
you recommend, as a pacifist; what 
would Wally have recommended,· 
and what was the peace movement 
saying at that time should be the 
response to something like the Nazi 
regime, and Hitler? 

JN: Non-cooperation. 

MB: You and your partner Wally 
were doing all these things in the 
'40s. And when people think of 

pacifism, when people think of non
cooperation - when people think of 
freedom riders and people who want 
to get on buses, and sit wherever 
they want even though they 're black 
- they think of Rosa Parks, they think 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. You were 
doing this sort of thing ten, fifteen 
years before what we view as the 
modem civil rights movement. 

JN: Oh yeah, there were lots of peo
ple. There have always been people 
who have taken it up. 

And you never know when some
thing's going to take hold, but you do 
it because you believe in it, because 
you don't want to be demeaned, nor 
demean anybody else. 

There were groups. I belonged to 
a group called CORE, Congress of 
Racial Equality. 

And we did vai-ious ai1d sundiy 
things, like going to an amusement 
pai·k - which never appealed to me 
paiticularly, but it was something 
that people liked to do, so -

MB: But it was a segregated amuse
ment park, and to do it because you 
should be allowed to? 

JN: Yeah. If somebody wanted to 
go, that they should go. 

MB: And this, again, is before what 
most people think of the modem civil 
rights movement. 

JN: Well see, I guess it so1t of both
ers me, somewhat, when we talk 
about somebody staited something, 
somebody did this, ai1d did that. 

For instance, like King didn't strut 

see NELSON next page 
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z like Stoker, Yeats, and Joyce. The 
0 
~ presentation will examine their lives 
~ and works, the emergence of Irish 
3 Nationalism, and help explain why 
= some writers are immediately asso
~ 
:.:: ciated with Ireland while others are 
0:: 

:5 not. 

LOCAL BRIEFS t3 Come learn why this small island 
~ produced a body of work that is so 
.., central to modem literature. This 

This PVI promotes the valley 
through workshops, field n·ips, art 
exhibits ru1d seminars for people of 
all ages. Come celebrate this extraor
dina1y region, its growing diversity 
of cultures, its histo1y and geologic 
wonders, its a1tists and craftspeople, 
and its great wealth of natural re
sources. The event is free and open 
to the public. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The town of Montague's emer
gency parking ban bas been lifted 
as of Wednesday. Vehicles can now 
park on the side of any street, as long 
as there is enough space for a fire 
truck to pass. 

The regular nighttime parking 
ban, from 1 to 5 am., remains in ef
fect until April 1. 

Greenfield Savings Bank in Tmn
ers Falls is hosting two public events. 
At 10 am. on Saturday, March 14, 
Reliable Temps Staffing Coordina
tors will be available to speak with 
individuals about community in
volvement, job seekers, and busi
nesses looking for staff. 

And on Tuesday, March 17 from 
1 :30 to 3:30 pm., the branch is cel
ebrating St. Patty's Day. Please 
stop by and join the "Weru·'in of the 
Green," featuring some Irish folk 
music thanks to Robert Maclntire 
ru1d his wee friend, Robert Lord. 

These two gentlemen ru·e sure to 
amaze you with their good humor, 
fancy dress, handsome countenru1ces 
ru1d quick wit. They may chrum tl1e 
shamrocks off your socks. 

On a sinlilar note, Brury Deitz 
will present Ireland and its W1it
ers at tl1e Greenfield Public Librruy 
on Tuesday, March 17, at 6 p m. in 
the librruy's meeting room. 

Celebrate Saint Patrick's Day by 
looking at a number of Irish writers 

CORRECTION 

A caption we ran with a picture taken at a library event in Leverett 
last week (March 5, Art Forgers in Leverett) incorrectly identified 
John Wade as Bill Wilson. In the accompanying a1ticle, we also 

incorrectly credited copies Mr. Wade drew of Chinese and Japanese 
works to Mr. Wilson, though Leslie Fisette also copied such works. 

Our investigation is ongoing. 

NELSON from previous page 

tl1at movement - he happened to 
be there. And it's all right, I'm not 
against him or anything like that. 
But somehow, we have to say some
body's a leader ... 

And I think so ve1y often that's not 
nue. I think people have to be ready 
for something in the first place. 

People have done things many 
times and nothing has come of it, and 
tl1en somebody does something and 
tl1en it happens, because people ru·e 
ready for it. But we like to deify peo
ple, individuals, which I think is too 
bad. Because I don't think we even 
know why some things happen. 

MB: You've been in Cleveland, 
you've been in Pennsylvania. You 
went to New Mexico for a while. 
How do you come to live up here on 
a hill in Dee,jield, Massachusetts? 
And I should say, the home that 
you're in: it's a very simple ·wood 
cabin that you helped to build, with 
a wood stove that you heat with and 
cook with, no running water, a well 
outside, and an outhouse. 

JN: We were living in Philadelphia, 
not paying taxes and all that so1t of 
tiling. And I felt more was required. 
Or less, whatever you want to say 
about it. 

We met Rru1dy Kehler, who had 
been in jail because he wouldn't 
fight in the Vietllam Wai·. 

MB: And he lives locally ... 

JN: Mmm hmm. But he ended up 
here, at this, it's a Quaker installa
tion. There was an alternative school 
up here at that time, they laid down 
tl1e conference center. And he wrote 
us, and said, do you want to be our 
frumer? 

We said, no, we don't wru1t to be 
anybody's frumer, we just wru1t to 
frum. Even an unpaid position we 

were not interested in. 
In the end we were invited to come 

here. We didn't know anyone except 
Randy when we crune. But I think 
at least a hundred people wo1ked on 
this house! 

I think once, we had a couple of 
tomato plants, but I didn't know any
thing about farming. 

MB: And yet you 're one of the peo
ple who helped to start the Greenfield 
Fanners Market, which is not only a 
great place to get our local farmers 
together, it brings the whole commu
nity together on Saturdays. And the 
free harvest supper. .. 

JN: See, what you do if you have 
any little bit of brains, you make 
suggestions, and then otl1er people ... 
[laughs] 

But ru1yway, I've lived here lon
ger than I've ever lived anywhere. 
And it is the most wonderful place. 
People are wonderful .... 

MB: Have things changed in a posi
tive way, in your mind, from where 
you came from in your early days of 
war tax resisting, of pacifism, of fight
ing for racial equality, to where we 
are no,11, where we have a black man 
who :S president of the United States. 
Are we in a better place now? 

JN: I don't tllink so. I don't think 
in tenns of the color stuff in the first 
place. Obruna is not -- he's not the 
person I would like to have. 

And as a matter of fact, I don't 
think we even need a president, to 
tell you the honest-to-gods nuth. 
We're the ones who have to do 
things, and not do things. I think 
that's the only way there's going to 
be any real change. Not too much 
has changed, but it's one by one. We 
can change things, but we have to be 

changed. We have to change lil!!I■ 
ourselves. 111!11 

program, sponsored by the Friends 
of the GPL, is free and open to the 
public 

Call for artists! Franklin County 
Home Care Meals on Wheels invites 
rutists of ru1y age to submit original 
rutwork for tl1eir t-shi1t design con
test. 

The willlling design, selected by 
an independent team of judges, will 
adorn tl1e 2015 Walk-a-thou T-shirt 
wom by over 300 walkers at the 
event on Saturday, May 2, at the 
Franklin County Technical School. 

All designs must be received by 
Friday, Mru'Cl1 20, at 2 pm. For more 
info, visit wwwfchcc.org ru1d type in 
"t-shiit contest." 

On Friday, Mru·ch 20, from 7 to 
9 p m., the Pioneer Valley Institute 
will present a program on The In
dusbfal Corridor up the Connect
icut River at GCC's Sloan Theater. 

Join Richru·d Colton, historian 
and pru·k rru1ger for the Springfield 
Ann01y NHS, and Jim Terapane, 
state-ce1tified jomneyman machin
ist and president of The Museum of 
Our Indusn'ial Heritage, in examin
ing the histo1y, cultures and ruts, ge
ology, natural life, agricultural and 
indusn'ial n·aditions of the Collllecti
cut River Valley. 

Spring is fast approaching, and 
so are the deadline dates for sign
ups for T-ball and Rookie League 
baseball witl1 tl1e Montague Parks 
and Recreation Depa1tment. 

For info call 863-3216, go to 
www.montague.net and click on 
Parks and Rec, or visit the Unity 
Pru·k Fieldhouse at 56 First Street in 
Tm11ers. 

Save the date: The Gill Montague 
Council on Aging and a building 
committee appointed by the Mon
tague selectboru·d have been working 
with John Catlin of Catlin & Petrovik 
on a CDBG-funded facilities study 
regru·ding the siting ru1d design of a 
new or renovated senior center. 

There will be ru1 open public 
meeting on Tuesday, Mru·ch 24 at the 
Montague Public Safety Complex 
from 5 to 7 p m. 

Members of the committee will 
be present to discuss the plalllling 
process and the conclusions to date. 
Mr. Catlin will give a brief presenta
tion at 6 p.m., followed by a ques
tion and answer pe11od. For more 
info1mation, call the Com1cil on Ag
ing at 863-4500. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

TOWN OF WENDELL 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the Wendell Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 

7:30 p.m. at the Wendell Town Offices to review the 
application of Amy Palmer and Robin Heubel for the 

establishment of a small kennel home dog-sitting business 
in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 

40A and the Town of Wendell Zoning Bylaws. 

The site is 23 Stone Road. An existing building will be 
repmposed. All interested parties should attend the hearing. 

A copy of the application is available with the Town 
Coordinator at the Town Offices dming business hours. 

Juanita Nelson in 2010. Photo shared under creative commons license l:J Icebar1. 
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\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WAIDN 
WHEEL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

<XXXX>O<>O<X><X 

Route 2 
Over In Gill 

- .............. ·---· .... _ _. -

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

Great Falls Middle 

School Students 
of the Week 

week ending 3/6/15: 

Grade 6 
Julie Sprankle 

Audrey O'Keefe 

Grade 7 
Wilhnarie Bones 

Grade 8 
Ayden Stacy 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

:'Ii 

.ADIATOR = .• 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CA.US - TRUCKS 
and HEAVYEQUrPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gil 

863-4049 1-800-439~404 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD Let 'em 
know you saw 

their ad in the 
Reporter! 

Budget Requests, and Frozen Pipes 

BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of March 16 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

Rtf.NFIEL 
OOPERAT/VE 

,. 
Uy Owned Since 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.g reen fi eldfa rm erscoo p.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-NicLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

NANCY L. D□LE 
B□□KS & EPHEMERA 

4'oWA 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

By KATIE NOLAN 

Winter weather and water are 
testing the limits of Erving town 
buildings. At the March 9 select
board meeting, highway superin
tendent Glenn McCrory discussed 
ways to deal with a frozen water 
supply line into the senior and com
munity center. Libra1y director Bar
bara Friedman rep01ted ice dams and 
water dripping into the libraiy. In a 
non-weather-related water problem, 
a water pipe in Erving Elementaiy 
School's second grade classroom 
burst, displacing three classes. 

McCro1y and water depaitment 
operator Pete Sanders were notified 
by an alann late Thursday night that 
water was not being supplied to the 
senior and community center. 

On checking that night, they 
discovered the frozen water main. 
McCrory said that the water main 
is frozen underground somewhere 
between Erving Elementary School 
and the center, within a span of ap
proximately 60 feet. The center has 
been closed to the public since Fri
day, March 6. 

McCro1y wained that excavation 
to find and thaw the main could be 
ve1y expensive. He repo1ted that an 
excavation eai·lier this week found 
frozen soil up to 4 to 4 ½ feet un
derground. 

The board considered the option 
of waiting to allow the pipe to thaw 
naturally as the weather wanns. Se
lectboard chair William Bembmy 
said that, for vulnerable elders, reg
ular visits to the center and to the 
elder meals are very impo1tant, and 
stressed the need to open the center 
again. 

The board decided that Mc
Cro1y should rent the1mal blankets 
to thaw the ground along the wa
ter main route and discuss with the 
fire chief, police chief and highway 
workers how to provide staff for 24-
hour monitoring while the blankets 
are operating. 

If the1mal blanketing doesn't 
thaw the main by the next select
board meeting (March 16), the 
board may consider other options, 
such as excavation. 

Friedman repo1ted "many leaks" 
in the libra1y roof. A photo posted on 
the libraiy's Facebook page shows a 
bucket on the floor between libraiy 
bookshelves catching leaking melt
water. Friedman thanked the high
way depaitment for clearing snow 
and ice dams from the roof. 

Mahler said that the EES pipe 
that burst did not seem to be weath
er-related, because it happened after 
the wanner temperatures started. He 
reported that head custodian Steve 

TOWN OF ERVING 

FIRE TRUCK BIDS 
Town of Erving is seeking sealed bids for a 

1984 GMC 3500 Fire truck. 8cc regular gas engine, 
6500 miles, std transmission. Min bid $6,000.00. 

Bids will be received by the Board of Selectmen at Erving Town 
Hall, 12 E. Main St, Erving, MA 01344 unti..13/30/15 at 6:35 p.m. 
Sealed bids must have outer envelope marked II fire truck bid". 

To view truck and for bid forms contact Fire Chief Philip 
Wonkka at (413) 824-4078 orfiredept.philip.wonkka@erving-ma.org. 

This vehicle is being sold in an "as is" condition. 

Chapman had checked the school's 
remote water monitoring system 
from home early Sunday morning, 
after 1nidnight, and discovered the 
problem within an hour of the pipe 
bursting. 

Chapman, custodian John Tib
bets, principal James Trill and 
Trill's wife came to the school that 
night and vacumned and mopped 
up water until Sunday morning. The 
school has kept fans going to diy 
the affected classrooms. 

The school opened on Monday, 
but three classrooms were unusable. 
The three displaced classes have 
been meeting in the music room, a 
Title 1 classroom, and jointly with 
another class. Mahler said that the 
students have been wonderful, treat
ing the displacement "as an adven
tm·e." 

Mahler predicted that the chil
di·en would be back in their regular 
classrooms by Wedi1esday. 

FY'16 Budget Requests 
The selectboard reviewed di·aft 

fiscal year 2016 budgets for ele
menta1y and secondaiy schools, the 
highway depai1ment, the libra1y, the 
town clerk, the board of assessors, 
and the treasurer's office. 

Board members questioned de
partment heads about their budgets, 
and then voted to approve those for 
the highway depai1ment, schools, 
treasurer and assessors. They asked 
for additional info1mation for the 
di·aft libra1y and town clerk bud
gets. 

Most of the budget requests show 
small increases, primarily from in
creased cost of electricity and em
ployee cost of living adjustments. 

The entire FY' 16 budget request 
will be dete1mined by March 23, 
when the boai·d will close the wai·
rant for the 2015 annual town meet
ing. 

School Budget Request 
The Erving Elementaiy School 

budget of$2,827,273 is an increase 
of 4.8% over last year, with the ma
jor drivers being added special edu
cation personnel, increased electric
ity costs and increased classroom 
teacher salaries from step raises, 
cost of living adjustment, and addi
tional pre-school personnel. 

School committee chair Scott 
Bastai·ache presented an early di·aft 
of the capital planning budget for 

the EES building. He said that the 
school capital planning c01mnittee 
had looked at all areas of the ele
menta1y school building and devel
oped a preliminary 10-yeai· expen
diture plan. 

Bastarache presented the draft 
for the selectboard's information, 
pro1nising to provide a revised plan 
after meeting with the whole school 
c01mnittee. 

Library Budget Request 
Libra1y director Barbara Fried

man asked for an increase in the li
braiy budget to increase the hourly 
rate for the library assistant. She 
agreed to provide the board with 
an updated job description to show 
how the assistant's responsibilities 
have changed. 

Friedman also asked the boai·d to 
consider additional a1ticles for the 
libra1y, beyond the operating budget 
request. She asked for the town to 
set aside $25,000 in a fund for fu
ture libra1y improvement. 

Libra1y feasibility c01mnittee 
member Jacquelyn Boyden char
acterized the set-aside as siinilar 
to saving up money in a savings 
account and said that, if the town 
does not use the money for libraiy 
iinprovements, town meeting can 
later decide to use it for some other 
purpose. 

Boyden remai·ked that having 
some "seed money" would give the 
libra1y extra points when applying 
for grants. 

Friedman also asked for town 
meeting to authorize moving items 
displayed in the libraiy's Traversari 
room temporarily to the Pearl B. 
Care historical building. Friedman 
said she had spoken to Traversari 
relatives and they had agreed to the 
temporaiy removal. 

In addition, Friedman asked for 
$2,500 for refinishing the libraiy's 
"stained, scratched and unsightly" 
oak tables and chairs. 

Town Clerk Budget Request 
Town clerk Richard Newton 

presented a FY'l6 budget request 
$4,400 less than for FY'l5, because 
there will be only two elections in 
FY'l6. 

Newton said that municipal clerk 
Betsy Sicard is also his assistant 
town clerk for up to four hours per 
week, but that has not been reflected 
in the town clerk budget in recent 

yeai·s. 
The di·aft budget will be revised 

to include assistant town clerk Si
card's hours as a line item in the 
town clerk's budget. 

Potential Code Violation 
James Hawkins of Franklin 

County Cooperative Inspection 
Program wrote to info1m the select
board of a possible building code 
violation on Northfield Road, where 
the owner was repo1tedly renting 
out a garage heated with a space 
heater to a residential tenant. 

Hawkins' letter noted that the 
initial report had come from Erving 
town hall. 

Selectboard member A1thur 
Johnson said he was opposed to 
town officials getting involved in 
reporting violations to the building 
inspector. 

Boyden, in her capacity as assis
tant assessor, said she had received 
a call from a social service agency 
repo1ting on the potential viola
tion, and that she was a "mandated 
repo1ter" and was obligated to pass 
the repo1t along to the building in
spector. 

The boai·d and Boyden agreed 
that, in the future, it would be better 
to ask the repo1ting paity to call the 
building inspector directly. 

Employee Drug Testing 
Beth Lux, chair of the person

nel relations review board (PRRB), 
asked the selectboard for clarifica
tion on its request that the PRRB 
develop an employee diug testing 
policy. 

She said that the boai·d originally 
asked for a policy only for safety 
sensitive positions, such as vehicle 
and equipment operators. However, 
Lux suggested a comprehensive 
policy for all employees. 

Selectboard member Mai·gai·et 
Sullivan said that town com1sel felt 
strongly that only safety-sensitive 
positions should be subject to drug 
testing. 

Vocational Education Funding 
Leo Parent asked the boai·d to 

write to the governor and state leg
islator supporting state funding for 
technical school education. 

Sharp will di·aft a letter for select
board review at the next meeting. 

Selectboard Field 
Narrows to Two 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

By MIKE JACKSON 

ERVING - It appears that two con
tenders, Bud Meattey and Jacob S1nith, 
remain for this spring's open selectboai·d 
seat. 

George "Moonlight" Davis has with
di·awn from the race, after being appoint
ed to the town planning boai·d. He says he 
wants to focus on that responsibility. 

"I'm really honored to be on the boai·d, 
and looking fo1ward to se1ving the com
munity," said Davis. 

Davis said he would endorse Smith's 
candidacy. "He's served on enough boai·ds, 
and paid his dues - he knows how to work 
with people in this town," he said. 

Any additional candidates have until 
Monday to tmn in nomination papers. The 
election takes place on Monday, May 4. 

Report of Motor 
Vehicle Hitting Child 

Monday, 3/z 
10:15 a.m. Report of neighbor 
disturbance on Forest Street. All 
quiet. 
Tuesday, 3/3 

8:05 p.m. Assisted Northfield 
PD with motor vehicle crash on 
Millers Falls Road. 

3:57 p.m. Assisted Orange PD 
with motor vehicle crash at 
Hayden Street. Vehicles gone 
upon arrival. 
Friday, 3/6 

12 p.m. Took report of mail scam 
from Warner Street resident. 
5:52 p.m. Assisted on scene of 

a medical emergency on High 
Street. 
Saturday, 3/'7 

5:05 a.m. Assisted on scene of 
a medical emergency on Pratt 
Street. 
3:50 p.m. Suspicious person 
reported at French King Bridge. 
Found to be sight-seer. 
'I; p.m. Report of motor vehicle 
hitting child, Erving Center. 
Athol State Police handled same. 
9:29 p.m. Suspicious vehicle 
reported at Freight House 
Antiques. Gone upon arrival. 
Monday, 3/9 

12:30 a.m. Arrested 

for operating with a suspended 
license and speeding. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNCJI and DINN[R 

2~ Federal St., Greenfield 
7B-Ol33 / th@peoplespint.com 

Free Checking! ~ 
Free Cash! Free Gift! 

•~XI. What's not to love? ~•----~ ,:r m GREENF~~~,~~~~! .,~!,~~ 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 

Member FDIC • MCmbilf Olf 
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BROADBAND from page A 1 

appropriation on the town meeting 
wairnnt, which closes on March 17. 

Hait made a lengthy presentation 
on the hist01y of the project and the 
rationale for the funding request. The 
broadbai1d committee was created 
by town meeting in 2013 and has 
been working on a proposal that will 
dovetail with a project in the town of 
Leverett. 

In addition to Chestnut Hill, the 
project will address the "under
served" neighborhoods of Taylor 
Hill ai1d Meadow Road to the west. 

While most of the rest of Mon
tague is served by the Comcast cable 
network, this proposal will provide 
the first extensive broadband service 
to the town. 

Hait also noted that the state has 
designated the Montague Center Fire 
Depa1tment as an official "commu
nity anchor institution" for the local 
fiber optic network, but the station, 
unlike the Turners Falls Fire De
partment, has not been connected to 
broadbai1d. 

Hait and Chris Lynch of Matrix 
Design Group reviewed the fund
ing plan for the project. Most of the 
cost will be funded by the construc
tion company, Millenium, ai1d will 
be recouped from residents who 
buy into the system. Residents who 
wish to hook in to the network will 
be required to pay an initial $500 
plus a monthly fee for service, then a 
monthly fee of$95 to $100 for inter
net service, or $125 for internet plus 
telephone. 

While residents served by the sys
tem will finance most of the cost of 
the project, the committee is asking 
the town to initially fund so-called 
"Make Ready'' cost. This involves 
paying Eversource Energy (formerly 
WMECo) and Verizon for inspecting 
and preparing their telephone poles 
for broadband use. 

Hait estimated the Make Ready 
cost to be $132,000 for the Chestrmt 
Hill, Taylor Hill and Meadow Road 
neighborhoods, and $42,000 for the 
link between the fire stations. There 
was some discussion of the added 
cost for a police detail during con
struction, but this was not added to 
the appropriation approved by the 
selectboai·d. 

Hait argued that there was a good 
chance that some, if not all, of the 
Make Ready costs would eventu
ally be reimbursed by the state. The 
legislature has passed a bill that des
ignates $5 million for broadband 
services to "mral under-served com
munities." Montague falls into this 
category. 

Hait suggested that if you divide 
the appropriation by the total number 
of qualifying households statewide, 
Montague could be eligible for up to 
$500,000. 

Town administr·ator Frank Ab
bondanzio expressed concern that 
the state might view a town appro
priation as suggesting that Montague 
might not need state funds. 

In an email, Hait called the issue 
of state reimbursement "the million
dollai· question." 

"I waited until the very last min-

ute (last night) to have those ai1swers 
for the Selectboai·d ai1d Town Meet
ing," he said. "Until there is a chai1ge 
of leadership at the Mass Broadband 
Institute," the state agency oversee
ing broadbai1d construction, "those 
answers are not available." 

Pumping Irony 
Bob Trombley, along with two 

engineers from the film CDM Smith, 
requested that the board sign several 
documents required by the state for 
funding two sewer pump station 
projects. The fact that one of the 
documents announced the award 
for project construction to Baltazar 
Contractors, Inc, the lowest bidder, 
caused a good deal of dismay among 
members of the boai·d. 

Baltazai· is involved in litigation 
with the town over problems en
countered in ai1 effort to fix the sewer 
main coming out of the airport indus
tr·ial paik The company was recently 
hired by the state to implement the 
long-awaited Greenfield Road proj
ect, ai1d has now been chosen to re
pair the pump stations. 

Bob Button of CDM Smith said 
the town could refuse to awai·d the 
contr·act to the lowest bidder, but 
would probably find itself in litiga
tion, which would seriously under
mine its ability to receive state reim
bursement. 

The boai·d reluctantly approved 
the funding requests, 2-1, with mem
ber Mike Nelson symbolically vot
ing in the negative. 

The selectboai·d also approved a 
request from Trombley to "amend" 
the agreement between the town 
ai1d CDM Smith, adding $12,500 
for consulting services. This pays 
for consulting services for lining the 
existing sewer lines ai1d cleaning 
siphons under the power canal. The 
board approved the requests. 

CDM Smith's Paul Gilbert 
showed an example of the lining be
ing used to upgrade the sewer lines, 
which he said could add fifty yeai-s to 
their longevity. 

Other Business 
The board agreed to send a re

quest from the restaurant Five Eyed 
Fox in Tmner-s Falls to town meeting 
to increase the quota of town liquor 
licenses. If approved by town meet
ing, the request will then move on to 
the state legislature. 

The boai·d voted to rescind three 
permits issued to Rodney Madison 
to place objects on the sidewalk ai1d 
in a planter in front of his store on 
Avenue A. The permits were con
tingent on Madison obtaining and 
keeping insurance. The board has 
been informed that as of Jaima1y the 
insurance policies were "no longer in 
effect." According to Nelson, "There 
is no discussion to have [ about the 
issue]." 

The boai·d set fees for so-called 
"pouring permits," new permits to 
allow so-called "farmer breweries" 
to sell alcohol. The rai1ges were set 
at $100 for establishments seating 0 
to 50 persons, $200 for those seating 

51 to 99, and $500 for those I;' 
seating 100 and over. (I 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

Upgrades Approved for FD 
By TIA FATTARUSO 

Fire chief Gene Beaubien ai1d 
firefighter Kane Kwtyka explained 
the fire department's computer ai1d 
network equipment expenditures to
taling $4,530 Tuesday night, as the 
selectboard met a day late, in order 
to make quomm. Greg Snedeker was 
not present, but chair Rai1dy Croch
ier and John Wai·d supp01ted the up
grades with few questions. 

The depaitment cmrently shar·es 
its Wi-Fi witl1 the police depaitment 
ai1d hopes to separate and upgrade 
the speed of their service from 2.4 
to 5 gigahertz to meet newer proto
col. Kai1e explained plans to upgrade 
two computers and purchase a new 
one for the radio room in accordance 
witl1 the cwrent standai·d of a gigabit 
of storage. 

Plai1s are also in the works to cen
tr·alize network storage, "instead of 
having to remember which computer 
we saved a file to," Kane said. 

Funds will come from tl1e Emer
gency Management Performance 
Grant. The department had planned 
to appropriate a portion from 
S.A.F.E. (Student Awai·eness of Fire 
Education) grant money, but the 
board decided it makes more sense 
to keep that money for more specifi
cally student related activities. 

The fire depaitment representa
tives stayed for a conver-sation about 
the proposed CodeRED notification 
system. Beaubien said another fire 
chief was asking on tl1e Fire Chief 
Association of Massachusetts's on
line forum if any towns had ques
tioned or pushed back against Co
deRED's license agreement - possi
bly because that town's counsel was 
asking about the compai1y's liability 
in the face of erl'Or or failure. 

Town administrator Ray Puring
ton said he emailed the sales repre
sentative for a copy of the license 
agreement Friday, but has not heard 
back. 

Crochier and Wai·d botl1 noted 
that it would be interesting to know 
where this question staited ai1d 
where it is going, and asked Puring
ton to keep them updated. 

The depaitment informed the 
board that Engine 2 is getting an open 
cab heater fixed. The cab was cold 
for the fire fighter-s who responded to 
Friday's fire in Deerfield. 

"We've all looked at it many 
times to see how to fix it," Beaubien 
said. It was determined best to have 
it serviced at a registered dealer in 
Hopkinton, MA, and he hopes it will 
be ready to be picked up Friday. 

Solar Fann? 
Tupper Brown attended to speak 

to tl1e possibility of tl1e town using 
the Mariamante land for a ground
mounted solai· photovoltaic airay. 

Brown said he had been asked to 
speak about "whether tl1at discussion 
or how that discussion can be had to 
avoid any actual or perception of 
conflict." 

Board member Ward, also presi
dent of the Solai· Store of Greenfield, 
intends to contribute a proposal to the 
project. Brown advised Ward should 
be dismissed from all discussions. 

"The conflict is so obvious and 
direct," Brown said, tl1at tl1e board 
should act in direct guidai1ce of the 
attorney general on such matters. He 
also noted that he felt Ward "ought 
not to be rewarded for public service 
by being excluded from a business 
opportwuty." 

Ward said he would contact the 
state's Ethics Commission for the 
steps he might take to avoid any con
flict issues. 

Ward and Crochier were in com
plete agreement with Brown's ad
vice. Crochier said he would seek 
town coW1Sel's advisement on the 
matter, while Wai·d raised concern 
about his role incw1ing additional 
town expenses through that proce
dure. 

Piano Aged 
Pwington's research on the piano 

at town hall, based on its serial num
ber, suggests it is from 1909. Accord
ing to Pam Shoemaker of the histori
cal comnussion, the second story of 
town hall was built in 1910. 

Ward said he had heard a st01y 
that the second floor had once been 
the fir-st, and was lifted to have the 
fir-st floor built w1derneath it. "If they 
had the technical skills to do that, 
they probably left the piano right 
where it was," he said, acknowledg
ing that it did not seem paiticularly 
likely, or at least logical. 

The board agreed to allow the 
piano to be moved, thailked the his
torical comnussion, and asked to be 
kept in tl1e loop. 

Other Business 
Because of tl1e great amount of 

snow, tl1e sewer bill, due Mar·ch 9, 
of $21,963 is ai1 estimate but should 
be caught up with the actual price by 
next quaiter, Purington said. 

Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments is again asking towns 
if they have any potential sites to 
nominate for the brownfields pro
gram, which Purington said the town 
has used successfully in tl1e past. 
"We should think about any sites we 
might have," said Crochier. 

The seasonal liquor license was 
renewed for Tmners Falls Schuetzen 
Verein, ai1d its public gathering per
mit has been reviewed and accepted 
by all appropriate channels. 

The agreement acknowledges 
that fire exits should be kept open at 
all times, and tl1at police presence is 
required for crowds over 300. 

Pwington ended tl1e meeting with 
the aimouncement tl1at U.S. Con
gressman Jim McGovern visited Gill 
Elementa1y, wluch made lum feel 
"pretty dainn good." 

The boai·d agreed that the visit 
spoke volumes to the quality of the 
school, and may send tl1e congress
man a thank-you note. 
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middle and high school teams from 
across the country competing for a 
top 10 spot and a trip to Washington 
D.C. 

Money in Politics
The students chatted with nervous 

energy as they waited for McGov-
ern, but quieted down as soon as they 
heard he was arriving.

Everyone gave the congressman 
a warm welcome as he came into 
the school and greeted each one in-
dividually. Principal Kathleen Bailer 
and Mr. Grout welcomed McGovern 
and escorted him back to their class-
room. 

Once the students were settled, 
Mr. Grout introduced Congressman 
McGovern to his students. McGov-
ern made a brief opening statement, 
speaking about the focus of his atten-
tion in the Congress. 

He told the class that he feels 
there is too much money in election 
campaigns, and that he feels the Su-
preme Court’s Citizens United de-
cision, which said corporations are 
people, was a bad decision, and that 
he is working with other congress-
men to change it. 

McGovern said he feels money 
can be a corrupting influence in elec-
tions, and that he believes Congress 
has the power to limit the amount of 
money spent on campaigns. 

He is sponsoring two bills, one to 
limit campaign spending and a con-
stitutional amendment to say, “Cor-
porations are not people.” McGov-
ern then invited the students to ask 
him questions.

Tests and Careers
One student asked what he 

thought about PARCC testing. Mc-
Govern replied that he thought he 
wouldn’t have passed high school if 
they’d had MCAS when he was in 
school, because he had trouble tak-
ing tests. 

He said he felt there is too much 
emphasis on tests, but also that there 
should be high, national standards 
for schools, because students all over 
the country should have a good edu-
cation.

The students wanted to know if 
he invested in the stock market. He 
said, “I’m not a millionaire, but you 
don’t have to be.” 

He said the idea is to invest what 
you can and over time, watching it 
grow so when you’re older you’ll 

have something and not have to 
worry about buying groceries and 
paying the electric bill. He said the 
stock market isn’t just for the Donald 
Trumps of the world. 

Another student asked if he knew 
what he wanted to be when he was in 
sixth grade. McGovern said he want-
ed to be a lot of things, including, for 
a while, a magician – until his father 
told him that wasn’t a good way to 
earn a living. 

He thought of being an eye doc-
tor after he had some eye surgery 
because it interested him and he 
read about it. He told the students he 
didn’t think about running for office 
until he was in his 30s, when he de-
cided he didn’t like the job the offi-
cial serving in his district was doing. 

Everyone thought he was crazy, 
he said, and worried about his be-
ing disappointed when he lost. On 
his first election night, all the polls 
showed him losing, and he decided 
to go home and change his shirt so 
he would look nice when he gave his 
concession speech. Only he won.

A Tough Job
McGovern was asked about 

the “bad things people say in cam-
paigns.” He acknowledged this was 
a problem, and told the students one 
of the reasons people put on negative 
campaigns is that they work. He said 
he likes to find ways to say things in 
a positive way. 

“You want to say what you are 
for,” he said, and pointed out how 
the media feeds into this because we 
like to see two candidates go at it. 
He told the students to pay attention 
and see if a candidate has anything 
positive to say, and even to challenge 
candidates directly to do so.

Another student asked McGovern 
what a typical day as a congressman 
looked like.  He answered that there 
was no such thing, but there were 
certain kinds of things that tended to 
fill his days. 

In Washington, he usually has 
a morning breakfast meeting with 
some group in town wanting to talk 
to him, followed by a meeting with 
his fellow Democrats to discuss the 
day’s agenda and focus.

There are also end-of-day re-
ceptions, meeting with officials or 
groups. A bad day for him, he said, is 
when Congress has to stay and vote 
into the night. 

On a good one he gets some time 
to relax at home and see his kids. 

MCGOVERN from page a1

Turners Falls
Montague Community Television seeks

assisTanT To The sTaTion Manager 
Small community public access TV station seeks qualified 

individual to fill new role as Assistant to Station Manager.
Winning candidate will work a set schedule of 15 

or more hours per week, at $12.50 per hour.

Skills sought: Experience with video production; good 
communication, both in person and via phone; good command of 

English for correspondence; good technical skills for general computer 
use; experience with video server management; basic video editing
Duties: Assist with the daily operation of small cable access station; 

scheduling daily and weekly programming (Telvue); entering 
metadata; downloading of programs from remote server; creating 

graphic slides for PSA (Carousel); checking emails and phone 
messages, and returning calls if necessary; checking camera equipment 

in and out for community producers; convert video files to a variety 
of formats (MP4, Quicktime, etc); upload files to Vimeo server; burn 
DVD’s for backups and community producers; basic video editing 

(titles and cutting leader / footers). Applications used: MPEG 
Streamclip; Clip Wrap; Final Cut 7; Final Cut X; Open Office

Please send printed resumes with cover letter and references to MCTV, 
attn: Job Search, 34 2nd Street, Turners Falls, MA, 01376, before March 

22nd. Interviews will be held between March 23rd and March 30th. 
Winning candidate must be prepared to start work on April 1st, 2015.

MCCI is an equal opportunity employer. 

By EllEN BlANChETTE

The Gill-Montague school com-
mittee approved an FY’16 operat-
ing budget of $18,347,688 at their 
meeting on March 10, with a vote 
of 6-2 in favor of the budget. Mem-
bers Sandra Brown of Gill and Mar-
jorie Levenson of Montague voted 
against it. 

The operating assessment for 
the town of Gill is $1,566,029 – an 
8.54% increase. For the town of 
Montague the operating assessment 
is $8,361,116, an increase of 2.59%. 
The changes reflect an increase in 
student enrollment in the district for 
Gill and a decrease in student en-
rollment from Montague. 

Brown said she appreciated all 
the work superintendent Michael 
Sullivan and business director 
Joanne Blier had done in reducing 
the budget for this fiscal year, but 
felt that going forward the budget 
was unsustainable. Her concern 
was  that by voting for this budget 
it would set them up for more defi-
cits in FY’17, and each year moving 
forward the budget shortfalls would 
just increase. 

Brown said, “I applaud all the 
work they’ve done reducing [the 
budget] down to make up for the 
gap. Fixed costs are too high and 
income too low. Charter and choice 
are killing us.” 

Levenson said she agreed with 

Brown, asking, “Where does that 
leave us next year?” She too ex-
pressed concern that the budget was 
unsustainable. 

Referencing the high cost of 
medical insurance to the district 
through the GIC, she suggested they 
consider changing the split of 90/10 
to 80/20 to reduce costs, which she 
said was more consistent with con-
tracts in other districts. 

Brown expressed concern over 
the increase in Gill’s assessment. 
She suggested they consider giving 
Gill an increase over three years and 
added, “Something has to change.”

Misty Lyons of Montague said 
that she didn’t understand not sup-
porting this year’s budget because 
of concerns over future budgets, 
saying, “We’re voting on this year’s 
budget.”

Sullivan said he and Blier met on 
March 2, with Tupper Brown and 
Michael Naughton, the district’s 
municipal partners on the Tech Pan-
el, and had a productive discussion 
about revisions to the portion of the 
Compact known as Table B, in or-
der to reflect budget assumptions 
for FY’17 and beyond. Sullivan 
and Blier also met on March 4 with 
members of the town finance com-
mittees, selectboards, and school 
committee.

As the discussion turned to the 
costs of choice and charter, Sulli-
van said, “Charter schools are not 

funding their own schools. [Their 
money] comes out of the district 
budget.” 

Jane Oakes of Montague said, 
“Charter and choice are not the 
same thing. When we send students 
to another school through school 
choice, it costs the district $3,000 
per student. When we send students 
to a charter school, the cost to the 
district is $13,000 per student.” 

 “We lose kids before they en-
ter kindergarten,” said Levenson, 
meaning that a lot of parents send 
their young children to preschool 
elsewhere and leave them in that 
district when they begin kindergar-
ten.

Sullivan agreed, saying that was 
why the district was investing so 
much in the preschool, hiring addi-
tional Hillcrest staff and providing 
them with good resources, giving 
them lots of attention. He said he 
was hopeful that the enthusiasm of 
the parents who have children there 
now would spread to the commu-
nity and more children would be 
enrolled in preschool in the district. 
“It doesn’t matter if we lose them to 
charter or choice,” he argued.

The budget approved at this 
school committee meeting will be 
the amount that goes to town meet-
ings for approval in May. The next 
school committee meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 24, at Turn-
ers Falls High School at 6:30 p.m.

Belief in Science
Mr. Grout told McGovern that 

the students were very concerned 
about the environment and global 
climate change, and asked him to 
comment. 

McGovern said that was one of 
the most important issues for the 
world. He pointed to the extreme 
weather occurring all over the world 
and said we need to figure out how 
to change. 

McGovern told a story about a 
trip he took to Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Africa. He had seen pictures in 
which the mountain is covered with 
snow, but when he went to see it, 
there was only a tiny bit of snow on 
the very top of the mountain. His 
driver told him that in the last few 
years the snow has almost disap-
peared. 

McGovern said the snow cap is 
very important because it provides 
water for the people who live down 
below. The problem, he said, is that 
many in Congress don’t believe in 
the science that says climate change 
is real. 

He also pointed to the oil indus-
try, which makes a lot of money 
from fossil fuels and doesn’t want 
things to change. “There are things 
we can do,” he said. “Admire people 
who make careers in science.”

But Why Does It?
Grout asked McGovern to ad-

dress a question the students have 
about the stock market. He said they 
are confused about why the market 
goes up and down. 

McGovern said sometimes the 
stock market changes because of 
the overall economy, and that there 
is enormous competition among 
businesses.

A student asked him to talk about 
what he cares about, and what chari-
ty he supports. McGovern said what 
he works on and is passionate about 
is ending hunger, both in America 
and around the world. 

Then he was asked about media 
bias, which appeared to surprise 
him. He smiled at the question and 
said there is a place for opinion 
on the opinion pages, but that he 

thought the media ought to focus on 
“facts.”

McGovern asked the students 
what they thought of the stock mar-
ket game they’d been playing. One 
young man said he felt they were 
lucky to be going to a school where 
they could do this, and learning 
something practical that they could 
use in the real world when they are 
older. He said, “It’s not just learning 
from a textbook – it’s doing it.”

McGovern told the students that 
he was surprised and impressed 
with the quality of their questions 
and their knowledge, and said he 
felt like he was talking to college 
students, not sixth graders.

It was clear that the congressman 
had made a good impression on the 
students, who crowded around him 
after the discussion ended. They all 
went back out into the entrance way 
and took a photograph together. 

Then their teacher suggested 
they each take a picture with the 
congressman, who seemed 
happy to oblige. 

McGovern told 
the class – and 
representatives 

of  the Securities 
Industry & 

Financial Market 
Association, an 
industry lobby 

that runs a PAC 
– that money can 
be a corrupting 

influence in 
elections. 
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we'll have to go back to the voters 
and say, 'Hey, the department heads 
are telling us we can no longer ef
fectively nm our departments."' 

Ingram was asked whether the 
recommendations of the fire depart
ment study committee - which fea
tured a proposal to hire a fulltime 
firefighter to staff the fire station in 
Leverett center during weekdays, 
when few of the department's per
sonnel are currently available to 
respond to calls - are off the table 
entirely in light of budget realities. 

"I definitely think it is the way it 
needs to go, to have a fulltime per
son so we have coverage during the 
day, and there are so many regula
tions that need to be followed," he 
replied. "It really would benefit the 
town." 

But Ingram also noted that he 
and training officer Stuart Olsen 
both responded to the Feburaiy 18 
sprinkler line break at the elemen
tary school "within five minutes" of 
receiving the call. 

Asked if he really made the trip 
from his N01th Amherst home to 
Leverett Elementa1y in five min
utes, Ingram said indeed he had. 

Highway Department 
To achieve the called-for 3.5% 

reduction in the highway depart
ment's $371,662 overall budget, 
Stratford said he would cut the 
money from maintenance, a broad 
category on his budget sheet that in
cludes eve1ything from street signs 
to road and bridge repairs. He also 

offered to delay the scheduled pur
chase of a new backhoe for another 
year. 

"I've already put it off for five 
years. It was 15 years old, now it's 
20 years old. But it has been main
tained so well I know it's going to 
keep going." 

Another piece of town prope1ty 
that will have to keep going for an
other year is the old highway ga
rage, which is in deteriorating con
dition. For the past two yeai·s, town 
building facilities supervisor John 
Kuczek has asked for $75,000 to 
make stmctural and roof repairs to 
the building, which houses equip
ment for the school, highway and 
police departments. 

At Stratford's suggestion, these
lectboard decided to seek Commu
nity Prese1vation Committee funds 
to rehab the building, which was 
built in two stages in the 1940s and 
'50s, rather than try to find funds 
from the tapped out general levy. 

Given the fact that it houses the 
fo1mer headqua1ters of both the po
lice and highway depa1tments, along 
with enough road signs to decorate 
dozens of donn rooms, could it be 
considered an historic building? 

On the plus side, Stratford said 
he had received an extra $75,000 
in state Chapter 90 funds, which 
he will put to use in repaving a pot
holed section of Montague Road 
from the safety complex north to 
Rattlesnake Gutter, along with part 
of Cave Hill Road. 

A new layer of oil and stone will 
be laid down on Teewaddle, Still 

The Battle of Great Falls/ 
Wissatinnewag-Peskeomskut 
Public Information Meeting 

Archaeologist Kevin McBride, Principal Investigator for the study 
of the 1676 Battle of Great Falls/ Wissatinnewag-Peskeompskut, 
will meet the public on Saturday March 14 at the Discove1y Center's 
Great Hall in Turners Falls. This first of three infonnational sessions 
will last from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 

McBride and his team composed of David Naumec (milita1y his
torian and historical reseai·cher), Ashley Bissonnette (senior research
er) and Noah Fellman (mapping specialist), will present a progress 
repo1t to the public. 

The team is employed by the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and 
Research Center, and was awarded the contract to conduct a two-year· 
study of the battle/massacre that took place on the site now known as 
Turners Falls and Gill on May 19, 1676. 

The team began its reseai'Cl1 in eai'ly Febrnaiy and will inform the 
public of the cmTent state of their findings at the meeting. 

The specific tasks of this $60,000 American Battlefield Protection 
Program grant, funded by the National Park Se1vice, are the follow
ing: 

1. Develop the research design. 
2. Conduct colonial and tribal milita1y histo1y research. 
3. Conduct historical and archaeological research. 
4. Coordinate tribal histo1y research and perspectives 

on the battle. 
5. Coordinate a public infonnation process. 
6. Prepare maps of the project ai·ea. 
7. Prepare a technical report. 

The National Park Se1vice awarded the grant to the Town of 
Montague which appointed an adviso1y boai·d to oversee the grant 
research process. 

The Battlefield Grant Advisory Board is composed of the Histori
cal Commissions of the five towns in which battle-related events took 
place (Montague, Gill, Greenfield, Deerfield, N011hfield), the Tribal 
Historic Prese1vation Offices of the Na1rngansett Indian Tribe, the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah), the Nipmuc Tribe of 
Massachusetts, and the Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Tribe. In ad
dition, Richard Colton, Montague resident and NPS historian, Paul 
Robinson, State Archaeologist of Rhode Island (ret), Pat Allen and 
Patricia Prnitt, fonner Selectwomen of Montague, are also members 
of the Advis01y Board. The grant is being administered by the Mon
tague Planning and Conse1vation Depa11ment. 

The meeting on Mai·ch 14 is free and open to the public. You are 
invited to come learn more or contribute additional infonnation to 
the study. 

Refreshments will be served. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Comer and Juggler Meadow roads, 
Stratford said. A bridge at the north 
end of Rattlesnake Gutter needs re
pair to posts and rails. 

The Dudleyville Road bridge at 
Moores Comer will have to hold 
for now, but the selectboai·d encour
aged Stratford to plan for the future 
by requesting funds for design and 
permitting to replace and enlarge 
that impo1tant bridge, a project 
which may require land taking on 
the south side. 

Meanwhile, Stratford has direct
ed his snow plow drivers to "ease 
off on the gas pedal" in response to 
complaints about mail boxes being 
knocked down by the mounding 
snow. Hopefully, winter will ease 
off first. 

Other Business 
The personnel board has rec

ommended a 1.4% cost of liv
ing increase for town employees, 
other than teachers and staff at the 
elementa1y school, who are in the 
midst of negotiating a new three
year contract. 

Over at the elementa1y school, 
repairs from sprinkler line breaks 
last month have been completed, 
down to a sho1t punch list. "All the 
kids ai·e back in their classrooms," 
said Brazeau, "and they didn't miss 
a day of school." 

The selectboard praised Randall 
Robe1ts and crew for expeditious 
repairs, and all personnel who re
sponded to the emergency at the 

school. II 
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TOWN OF MONTAGUE 
SENIOR CENTER PLANNING STUDY 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK SESSION 

Tuesday, March 24 
6 p.rn.: Presentation, followed by 

a Q+ A with the architect 

Montague Public Safety Complex 
Community Meeting Room 

Hosted by the Senior Center Planning Committee 

■ ■ 
~ 1 .. FRANKLIN COMMUNITY CO-OP 

,;;;;;;~--·~•.-.;.\· The co-op is committed to having healthy 
food within everyone's reach----check out 

our new Food For All program where 
SNAP & WIC recipients can recieve 

I 0% off their purchases. 
Stop in for an application. 

Two co-op store locations, 
everyone welcome, 

every day. 

Amherst-Pelham School Committee 
Delays Regionalization Decision 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

AMHERST -The Amherst-Pel
ham school committee decided on 
Tuesday to begin to evaluate a re
gional consolidation proposal at its 
Mai·ch 24 meeting. This effectively 
delays a decision on the issue until 
the spring of 2016, which would de
lay any potential consolidation until 
the fall of2017. 

The committee will be evaluat
ing a proposal that would b1ing the 
elementa1y schools of four towns 
- Amherst, Pelham, Leverett, and 
Shutesbmy - into the cmTent mid
dle/high school regional district. 

The proposal, which is primarily 
a series of amendments to the exist
ing regional agreement, was submit
ted by a subcommittee of the school 
boai·d called the Regional Agree
ment Working Group (RAWG). The 
proposal also includes a rationale 
for the consolidation that describes 
its purpo1ted academic and financial 
benefits. 

When the RA WG proposal was 
submitted in Janua1y, the board 
hoped to take votes on the amend
ments at last night's meeting and 
send the final product to town meet
ings in the four towns this spring. 

That time frame has proven to 
be unrealistic, as the discussion at 
Tuesday's meeting made clear. 

School committee member Kath
erine Appy from Amherst began the 
discussion by proposing that the 
committee set aside a good portion 
of its March 24 meeting to discuss 
the RA WG amendments. That ai·
gmnent was suppo1ted by member 
Rick Hood, who noted that superin
tendent Mai-ia Ge1yk was not at the 
cmTent meeting. 

School committee chair Trevor 
Baptiste of Pelham stated that he had 

hoped "for a [fonnal] proposal from 
beginning to end," but "we don't 
have it yet." The committee, he sug
gested, still needed to discuss the 
"big issues" which he identified as 
governance, education, and finance. 

Committee members are "not 
wanting to feel mshed" in these 
discussions by the need to prepare 
a document for this sp1ing's town 
meetings. 

Lawrence O'Brien of Amherst re
quested that the committee ask legal 
com1sel to put together a "fo1mal.. . 
regional agreement" that includes 
the proposed RA WG amendments. 
This idea was seconded by Appy. 

School committee 

chair Trevor Baptiste said 

1nemhers are "not wanting 

to feel rushed" in the 

discussions hy the need 

to prepare a docmnent hy 
spring town meetings. 

Hood, on the other hand, sug
gested the committee should wait 
on drafting a formal agreement until 
it had discussed two key issues: 1. 
What is "the right thing to do" and 2) 
What will pass all four town meet
ings. He stated that he felt that the 
prior subcommittee process had fo
cused too much on the second issue. 

Hood also said he wanted better 
info1mation on the projected finan
cial savings. 

Kathleen Traphagen, the vice 
chair of the committee, said she felt 
one of the things missing from the 
RA WG repo1t was a "really convinc
ing" ai·gmnent about the educational 
benefits of regional consolidation. 
She said that she would like to hear· 

from teachers as to whether there is 
"really a big problem that kids from 
towns come in [to the middle school] 
on a different page." 

Traphagen said the committee 
might have a difficult time convinc
ing Amherst town meeting "unless 
[ consolidation] saves a ton of money 
or [improves] education." 

Stephen Sullivan of Shutesbmy, 
who introduced himself as "a hick," 
said that for students in his town, 
"academics are not the issue" in the 
transition to the middle school. Rath
er, he po1trayed the change as a "cul
ture shock." He said it takes many 
students until Thanksgiving to be 
comfo1table at the middle school. 

Sullivan also faulted the RA WG 
members from Shutesbmy for 
not explaining the proposal. They 
"handed it to us and ran away," he 
declared, calling for a fornm in the 
town on the amendments. 

Amilcar Shabazz stressed that he 
felt confident the committee could 
address the concerns of member 
towns with a new regional agree
ment. For example, if Leverett 
feared losing its elementa1y school 
greenhouse, a concern voiced by 
one committee member, "write the 
greenhouse program into the agree
ment." 

"We are already in a region," he 
said, suggesting that a consolidation 
at the elementa1y level simply repre
sents "natural growth." 

So the committee will begin a 
longer discussion of the RA WG 
proposal at its next meeting. At the 
same time, legal counsel will appai·
ently draft a new regional agreement 
with the proposed amendments. 

But for now, any potential con
solidation of elementa1y schools into 
Amherst's disti-ict has been pushed 
back. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Hampshire ~io.g Services 
~-- established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
1Icari,1g and Hearing Aid Technology Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended wilh Care & 

Patience To Optimize Social Interaction 

As anAudiology practice. 
it's who we arc and wbat we do 

241 King Street, Suhc 119 f Pot Pourri Pl=l Northamp100 • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

0iifflMslllfflRIGf1

' 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ f lll\ifl Of k.. \ 
Easy in-lO\\n location ,~r:1st . 
Secure 14-hour access fll\C.IS .,. 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD. MA fll 
ConLructors, f"leo Marketers, Trod~show Venows 

and Artists encouraged lo im1uire 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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Reunion, Cali-style: 
Lisa Laczynski, 

IFHS '9 2, sent us 
this photo she took 

of her mother, retired 
IFHS teacher and 
Montague Center 

resident Betry 
Laczynski, with 
Lisa ?r classmate 
Travis Iive!J, 

former!) of Erving 
and current!J of 
sun'!)' Temecula, 

California. 

It was taken at 
the Monte De Oro 

Winery in Temecula. 

Going somewhere? 
Take us with you! 

Send the results in to 
editor@montague-

.......-~._....,, reporter.org. 

MARCH 12, 2015 

Volunteer in your 
own community! 

. ~\~ 
sil1NE 
PROGRAM 

ANNIVERSARY 
1"-»'• 

Franklin County 
Home Co,. Corp, 

t-1, 1 rrb 

Next training begins March 24. For more 
information or to register, contact Lorraine 
York-Edberg at lyork-edberg@fchcc.org, 

413-773-5555 x2275, or 978-544-2259 x2275. 
>NWW .lchcc.org 

HELP WANTED - PART-TIME, TEMPORARY. 
The Town of Wendell Energy Committee 
is hiring canvassers to go door to door in 

the evening telling homeowners about 
Mass Save energy audits and signing them 
up for an audit. Deadline for applications 

is March 23. Work to begin in April. 
A CORI check will be required. 

Please email nan@itpuzzleworks.net for 
an application or more information. 

You may call (978) 544-2741. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 97·8-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

Marylou Emond 
CRS, GAi, CBR, SRES 

COHN&......,. 
COMPANY 

KEAL ESTA.Tt: A.Gt:NC\' 

11 7 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield MA 01302-0038 

Direct: 413-223-1362 
Cell; 413-772-9279 
Fax: 413-773-1143 

marylou@cohnandcompany.com 
www.cohnandcompany.com 

The Gill TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

SOLftR STO 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or Joh~rstoreofgreenfield.com 

Eact,Off~lr~ 
o.ied~OIIOmed-

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Offi 
(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(413) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cbumr.com E-mail 
-f E!mSt,1ed, Sc>utlL Dwf1dd. MA0137I, 

~ 
BRATTl:.EBORO 
ff.FORD 

LAURA CHAPDELAINE 
Sales&, I.tasftlg Q)fisultant 

1141,.,.,, "· ...,,,.ro, VT,05301 

CEU. (413) 522-0906 
FAX (802) 257-4363 

DESK (802) 246-3162 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

30() Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA (} I 376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.drkoolki1·1.com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering skilled and intentional 
companionship to elders and 
others in the final years of life. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834-7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained § 
CPR certified i:i 

~~ 
~ ~ [:-1 ~-a3-
~ @mbW~ [;ID \!.lli@¼ 

(t,E\!.lli@¼~ 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

-~ -SHAN'Alf N. CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SUPP,J!Y Co. INC. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 

LAWN 1 CARE 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Accepting New Plow Customers 
Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

522-2563 
www.T urn Lawn Care.com 

Family Owned & Operated 
Seming Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

D1weArgy, Fmuity & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnarafallsplzza.cn 
119 Avenue A, rurners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

SerelllD/ Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

Jill Bromberg 
Montague, MA 
serenityhomeorganizing.com 

413.367.9959 

·~ 
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West Along the River:
Waiting for the Débâcle

By ERIc DAmKoEHLER

monTAgUE – Can you smell 
the cabbage? Saint Patrick’s Day 
is right around the corner. That 
green, boiled, stinky vegetable is 
waiting for the stock pot. The bars 
are staffing short-term labor, and 
restaurants will soon stock up on 
the brisket.

As a teenager, I despised St. 
Patrick’s Day. I was the CBC, or 
Corned Beef and Cabbage, guy. 
With the green sweaters and goofy 
ties came the ritualistic sacrifice 
of one cook – me – whose only 
purpose throughout the seemingly 
endless shift was to plate corned 
beef, cabbage, carrots, beets, and 
a piece of curly parsley. 

One after the other, after the 
other, over and over again.

I have served CBC every St. 
Patrick’s Day in every restaurant 
I’ve ever worked in, for my entire 
career. I had a momentary oppor-
tunity to avoid it this year. How-
ever, fate has brought me back 
to that evil dish yet again. By the 
time this writing goes to print, I 

will be so sick of corned beef that 
I just might consider going veg-
etarian. The horror!

The funny thing is, after all of 
these years, I cannot recall one 
single time in my entire life that 
I have ever dined on a boiled din-
ner, as the old-timers call it. And 
yes, with the CBC comes my an-
nual self-conscious need to tell 
people that I am, in fact, at least 
half Irish. 

With that in mind, if for some 
reason or another you will not eat 
the traditional St. Patrick’s Day 
meal, I offer this alternative.

I often find the process of cre-
ating food as enjoyable as the act 
of eating it, so allow me to give a 
little back story. For two weeks I 
told everyone I knew that I had in-
vented beer-battered corned beef. 
The unlikeliness of this being true 
did not deter my shameless enthu-
siasm. 

I was quite certain, as I made 
sample after sample, that no one 
had ever thought of this. Never 
mind that there are volumes of 

Beer-Battered 
Corned Beef

see BEEF page B5  

By nInA RoSSI

gILL – Would you donate your 
mother’s toaster to the library? 
A rock you found on vacation in 
Hawaii? For whatever reason, the 
residents of small towns in New 
England have in times past donated 
a strange variety of objects to local 
libraries. 

I’m going on several journeys 
around Franklin County, poking in 
the corners and cupboards of local 
libraries to see what has been pulled 
out of the flow of time to sit therein 
with the books. 

I have lots of questions about 
this old custom, and I don’t really 
expect to find many answers. How-
ever, I enjoy musing on small mys-
teries, and trying on a few theories 
along the way.

Some of these artifacts, divorced 
from their narrative, languish in cold 
storage areas, the almost indecipher-
able name of their donor identified 
in brown faded ink on tags that must 
be, judging by the perfect script they 

are written in, at least 70 years old. 
Other collections are housed in dis-
play cases under wavy glass, or are 
even within reach of the curious on 
top of bookshelves. 

Many libraries have moved their 
collections to the town’s historical 
society, if that society has a building 
of its own to house objects. Some 
directors feel that the role of the li-
brary is distinctly different than that 
of the museum, and therefore they 
should be kept separate. 

In certain instances, surplus 
items have been sent to be auc-
tioned off, and occasionally a valu-
able item turns up. In 1989, a copy 
of the Emancipation Proclamation 
was found in a junk pile at the Ash-
field library, signed by Abraham 
Lincoln.

The library of today is not the 
shush-y, strictly serious place it 
used to be. A variety of children’s 

programs at local libraries keeps 
a lively mix of parents and kids 
coming in and out, as well as other 
workshops held for all age groups. 
The Northfield library is home to a 
small food pantry; the Sunderland 
library includes a cafe where a cof-
fee club meets on Fridays; almost 
every library features rotating art 
exhibits. It’s more like a community 
center than a study hall.

The Wendell Free Library invites 
people to share their “collections” 
in a display case dedicated to this 
purpose. Director Rosie Heidkamp 
says they have offered this oppor-
tunity for three years. The rotating 
display could be books, arrowheads, 
Lego blocks, or whatever has been 
of interest to the collector. 

She notes that there has also 
been a resurgence of interest in the 
history of the town, and says that 

Special collectionS tour: 
the Slate library

William Marvel captured this lizard during the Civil War. Its arm has fallen off.

The lizard, in a more natural habitat. see LIBRARY page B8 

By DAVID BRULE

mILLERS RIVER –  
Restless three months ago, 
waiting for the delayed arrival 
of winter, I’ll be quick and 
among the first to herald the 
arrival of spring. 

I should have been more 
careful in early January, I got 
what I asked for: three feet of 
snow to ski and snowshoe in, 
to track wildlife, and to admire 
how all the unfinished garden 
work was nicely obliterated. 

It all got very tedious by 
March 1. But with a forecast 
of temperatures in the fifties 
for the coming week, we can 
probably conclude, along with 
the Farmer’s Almanac, that 
winter’s back is broken.

In fact, I noted in my back 
porch observations a few 
weeks ago that the first day of 
spring, according to the natu-
ral cycle of things, occurred 
this year on February 26. 

Unnoticed by most house-
bound haters of winter, the 

sun showed itself to be pro-
gressively rising further and 
further to the east over the vil-
lage of Millers Falls. 

Instead of barely making it 
up over Dry Hill in Wendell 
before sending its rays down 
our Millers River valley onto 
my porch, the sun is rising a 
significant number of degrees 
to the east-northeast, even oc-
casionally being blocked by 
neighbors’ rooftops, rather 
than the massive white pine 
sentinel on the valley rim as 
during December and Janu-
ary.

I’ve even taken out my 
broad-brimmed slouch hat to 
shade my eyes for reading and 
writing at seven a.m., instead 
of the wool knit ski hat I’ve 
worn all winter.

That February morning 
was the first time that the 
first downy woodpecker be-
gan its territorial drumming 
that resonated throughout 
our woods, warning other 
downys that his boundaries 

were being drawn. 
Joining him was the early 

mating excitement in the 
voices of the birds wintering 
here, juncos and tree spar-
rows, lilting silver bells of 
their voices and calls, as they 
chased one another, all jeal-
ous and flirting.

The great horned owl also 
began his booming mating 
call in the evenings from over 
in the marsh, at just about the 
same time.

So what of the débâcle 
mentioned above? It’s not 
the fall of more banks too big 
to fail, or the collapse of ca-
liphates or kingdoms in the 
Middle East, not the chaos of 
revolution.

Débâcle is used figura-
tively in those situations for 
sure. But the original, literal 
meaning of this French word 
describes the loosening, com-
ing apart and breaking up of a 
situation that had been frozen 
and locked in place. Its first 
meaning refers to the break-
up of ice.

The Connecticut has been 
frozen, locked in place from 
Sunderland to points north, 
from the Turners Falls dam, 
up past French King Rock, 
and on up into the border 
lands of Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 

The river has been frozen 
for most of its length since late 
December. But I’m expecting 

By nInA RoSSI

Saturday is a once-in-a-century math-
ematical landmark, being the phenomenal 
date of 3/14/15, or “Super Pi Day” to fans of 
3.14159265… . 

Pi, or more properly π, is the ratio of a 
circle’s circumference to its diameter. This is 
a constant number, no matter what the size of 
the circle. 

It’s also an irrational and transcendental 
number: it will continue infinitely, without 
repetition or pattern.

It’s a great day to chant these digits, chase 
your tail, contemplate the mysteries of these 
seemingly random numbers, bake a pie, enjoy 
a pizza, or celebrate the concentrically divine. 

Those who like the challenge of memori-
zation can bite off as much as they can chew 
of the over 1 trillion digits that have thus far 
been computed, and spit them back out at any-
one who will listen. Perhaps others will pay 
homage by making a circle around 
them as they recite. 

This article is just a way to say 
“Hi to Pi” by pulling out some facts 
from its very long history, and to 
share a long-dormant art project of 
mine that has languished in the base-
ment since the day it was born. 

I don’t really understand the more 
complicated mathematical formulas 
that are used to churn out these end-
less numerical iterations, and two 
decimal places of pi are plenty for 
me to apply to any geometry prob-
lem I have to resolve. 

I also like the cool allure of sacred 
geometry and the comforting (or ir-
ritating, depending on your philoso-
phy of inquiry) idea that pi shoots 
out a trail of digits that never ends 
and never repeats itself.   

Pursuit of an ever-more-exact ratio to ex-
press the relationship of diameter to circum-
ference of a circle has occupied some brilliant 
minds for four thousand years. 

Earliest guess-timates of this ratio put it at 
about 3 and 1/8 (there were no zeros or deci-
mals back then). 

This could be figured out with a string 
around a circle, and noticing that the circum-
ference was three times the diameter with a bit 
more than 1/8 and a bit less than 1/4 left over. 

This was useful enough until the Greeks 
became obsessed with attempts to “square the 
circle” by computing a square that would be 
equal in area to a circle. 

Early attempts involved inscribing a poly-
gon inside and outside of a circle, putting 
the result somewhere in between the greater 
and lesser numbers. Archimedes used two  
96-sided polygons and came up with a figure 
somewhere between 3 1/7 and 3 10/71, which 

An Irrational and 
Transcendental Day

see WEST page B4
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  Pi Pie, created at the Delft University of  Technology.

see pI page B4

An alternative to the standard boiled fare!
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Pet of the Week 
Hi, I'm Phoenix and I 

am looking for a new place 
to spend my days. I am 
very nervous here at the 
shelter and would love to 
have a quiet home to just 
relax in. I do well with 
other cats, and I have even 
lived with a dog! 

I think I would do well 
with older kids who can 
give me the time to adjust 
and come out of my shell. 

Once I'm comfortable I 
love to play with toys that 
jingle, crinkle and crack
le, and if they look like a 
mouse it's all the better! 

So if you're looking for a 
companion to spend your days with 
and keep your other cats company 
while you're away, then I'm your 
man! 

''PHOENIX" 
Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 

HumaneSocietyat(413)548-9898 orat 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
March 16 to 20 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a m. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday 3/16 
8:30 am. Foot Clinic (appointment) 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 3/17 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting 
1 p.m. Painting with David Sund 
Wednesday 3/18 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chait' Exercise 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 3/19 
9 a m. NO Tai Chi 
10 am. Tech Tutor 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday 3/20 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chait' Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga 
- Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class 
free). Senior Lunch - Fridays at 

noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 pm. for activities and con
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal information 
and reservations. 

For information, call Paula Bet
ters, interim Senior Center Direc
tor, at (413) 423-3649. Transpor
tation can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activrties, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 

Monday 3/16 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
IO a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 p.m. Movie 
Tuesday 3/17 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
IO a.m. Zumba Fitness 
10:45 am. Senior Business Mtg. 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 3/18 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
IO a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 3/19 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
IO a.m. Tax Prep for Seniors 
IO a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles 
Noon Cards 
Friday 3/20 
9 a.m. Bowling 
12:30 p.m. Beginner Quilting 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

[fill 
With a ''spring" in 
their steps, Cassidhe 

and Cullen Wozniak 
take advantage of 

the pleasant weather 
to exercise along the 
Turners Falls Power 
Canal. Their spring 
sports practices start 

onMondqy. 

MARCH 12, 2015 

"Jetsons The Movie" at the Wendell Free 
Library, Saturday March 21 at 4 p.m. 

Excellent 1990 film adaptation of a classic TV show. 
This is an all ages / family movie, being shown as an 

afternoon matinee (show sta1ting at 4 p.m., sta1ting with 
the sho1t subject ("Fireball XL5" episode). Fun for the 
whole family. 

Future screenings include: 
April 18: "The Invisible Man" staffing Claude Rains, 

Gloria Stua1t, William Han'igan, Henry Travers, and 
Una O'Connor. 

May 16: "Short Circuit" stan'ing Ally Sheedy, Steve 
Guttenberg, Fisher Stevens, and Austin Pendleton. This is the next in the monthly series of Science Fic

tion/Fantasy and Ho1rnr/Monster movies at the Wendell 
Free Libra1y, located in the center of Wendell, MA. Free 
admission. 

June 13: "The Village Of The Damned" stan-ing George 
Sanders, Barbara Shelley, Martin Stephens, and Michael 
Gwynn. 

For more information about the Wendell Free Libra1y 
visit its web page at www.wendelifreelibrary.org or call 
(978) 544-3559. 

July 18: "Videodrome" staffing James Woods, Sonja 
Smits, Deborah Hany, and Peter Dvorsky. 

August 15: "Psycho" staffing Anthony Perkins, Vera 
Miles, John Gavin, and Janet Leigh 
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By FRED CICETTI 

This is the first installment in a 
three-part series on breast cancer. 

Breast car1cer is second - behind 
lung cancer - as the leading cause of 
cancer death in women. The chance 
of developing invasive breast car1cer 
at some time in a woman's life is 
about 1 in 8. 

The female breast is composed 
primarily of milk-producing glands 
(lobules), ducts that connect the 
glands to the nipple, and soft tissue. 
Breast cancer is a malignant tumor 
that has grown from breast cells. 

Nearly all breast cancers start in 
the ducts or lobules of the breast. 
The cancer can spread (metasta
size) to other parts of the body, but 
it will continue to be defined as 
breast cancer. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Breast Cancer, Part 1 
There ai·e many forms of breast 

cancer. Infiltrating ductal carcinoma 
(IDC) is the most common form. It 
starts in a duct, then breaks through 
the duct wall and invades the tissue 
of the breast. At this point, it can me
tastasize througl1 the lymphatic ves
sels and the bloodstream. 

Lymph plays a major role in 
breast cancer. It is a fluid that car
ries immune-system cells through 
lymphatic vessels. Lymph nodes are 
small collections of these cells in the 
vessels. Almost all lymphatic ves
sels in the breast connect to lymph 
nodes under the aim. 

Car1cer cells that enter lymphat
ic vessels can spread and begin to 
grow in lymph nodes. This is why 
doctors check the lymph nodes to 
see if breast cancer has spread. 

Ductal car·cinoma in situ (DCIS) 
is the most common type ofnoninva
sive breast cancer. The term "in situ" 
means the cancer is confined to its 
original site. DCIS denotes that the 
cancer cells ar·e inside the ducts but 
have not spread through the walls of 
the ducts into the smrnunding breast 
tissue. Nearly all women diagnosed 
at this early stage of breast cancer 
can be cured. 

There are many risk factors for 

breast cancer: 
• The risk rises with age. About three 
quarters of women with breast can
cer ai·e older than 50 when they are 
diagnosed. 
• Breast cancer risk is higl1er among 
women whose close relatives have 
the disease. 
• A woman with cancer in one breast 
is at higl1 risk of developing a new 
cancer in either of her breasts. 
• Women who started menstruating 
before age 12 or who went through 
menopause after age 55 have a 
slightly higher risk of breast cancer. 
• Having multiple pregnancies arid 
becoming pregnant at an ear·ly age 
reduces breast cancer risk. 
• Long-term use ofhormone replace
ment therapy (HRT) after meno
pause increases your risk of breast 
cancer. 
• Drinking alcohol is linked to an 
increased risk of developing breast 
cancer. 
• Obesity is a breast cancer risk, 
especially for women after meno
pause. 

Evidence is growing that exercise 
reduces breast cancer risk. 

If you would like to ask a ques
tion, write to fred@healthygeezer. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863· 4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
'T\11'11Cl'li filllS, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
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"Execrable verse, " said the stranger, 
dropping the Valentine card back in the rack. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

"I'm sony," I said. "I didn't write 
it." 

"No? Come my friend, you have 
to help me." He touched my aim. 
"I'm looking for a lyre." 

"That shouldn't be hard to find. 
It's not like searching for an honest 
man." 

"Now don't misunderstand me." 
We walked through the produce 
section, past the glistening mangoes 
and mounded clementines. He took 
my aim. "Tell me, Otis. You seem 
like a reasonably happy man." 

I laughed. "I guess I am. Reason
able. And happy." 

"Why don't I believe you?" He 
turned and put his hands on my 
shoulders and looked at me with his 
dark brown eyes. He put a hand on 
my hea1t. The touch was strangely 
soothing. Suddenly, I bmst into 
tears. 

"Come now," he said. "If I were 
looking for a man who couldn't tell 
the trnth, I would need to look no 
fmther." 

"That's so," I agreed, wiping my 
cheeks. "I'm really very lonely." 

"There. That's not so bad. You 
find friends where you least expect 
them. Trne?" I nodded. "That's bet
ter." He clapped me on the shoul
ders. "Hope springs eternal." 

"That's just the trouble. Dam
mit." 

We'd reached the deli case again, 
and now we heard Lucius laughing 
overhead. He was still sitting cross
legged on the grab and go case, in
different to the stares of distracted 
customers dashing past in all direc
tions. They must have thought he 
was pait of the holiday display. He 
had a wreath of baby roses twined 
about his brow. 

Lucius had managed to get hold 
of a bottle of sparking cider, and as 
we watched he knocked the top off 
and pomed the bubbling contents 
over his head, shaking his cmls ai1d 
fanning out his wings and cho1tling 
with glee. He tipped his head back 
and drank the rest of the bottle off in 
one long gulp. 

"But it's not a liar I'm looking 
for tonight," said the tall man be
side me. Suddenly I felt lightheaded 
and giddy. ''Not a liai·, but a lyre!" 
He produced a cmving instnunent 
of to1toiseshell and hom from the 
folds of his cloak. 

The store's sound system was 
still putting out the gentle strains 
of sainba. The tall man passed his 
hands lightly over the strings and a 
strange ha1mony came fo1th. 

"Why, that sounds lovely. Why 
would you want to replace it?" 

"Oh, theinstrumentisfitenough," 
he said, "but I'm missing a string." 
He pointed up at Lucius. "He stole 
one," said my new friend, in a stage 
whisper. "He says he only needs it 
for one night, but I need it too!" 

"Lucius plays?" 
"He needs it for his bow." 
I looked up at Lucius, naked on 

the display rack. "What bow?" Lu
cius smugged and spread his hands 
in mute self-exculpation. 

For another moment, the tall man 
stood and listened to the piped store 
music, strnmming gently at his lyre. 
Again the soothing descant melody 
fell from his fingers. "For the mu
sic I will play tonight," he mused, 
"I will need at least five strings, and 
all the skill my hands possess." 

"If I were you," I told him, "I'd 
go see Melantha at the libra1y. She 
seems to have eve1ything in the 
world hidden behind her desk. She 
might find an extra string for you." 

"As it happens, I'm going there 
next." The tall man smiled ai1d 
slung the lyre ai·ound behind his 
cloak, and took me in a waim em
brace. "Thanks, my friend, ai1d well 
met." I closed my eyes and breathed 
in his scent of bay leaves and hon
ey. "May you find that which you 
seek." 

He let me go, and as he said 
good-bye the harsh clangor of stone 
on steel rang out, intenupting us. A 
server behind the deli was sharpen
ing the disc of the power slicer with 
a pumice stone. 

The grating noise went on ai1d 
on, like a train slowly braking as it 
pulled into the station, and when I 
looked back again to say goodbye 
the stranger was gone. 

I stood blinking in the fluores
cent light, and in a moment tmned 
and nearly ran smack into Iona, my 
old flaine from the Golden Mean. 
She was leaning fo1wai·d looking at 
the olives in the deli case. 

The grating noise ceased as sud
denly as it had begun; the blade was 
shaip enough. She looked up, and in 
the miirnr her eyes met mine. 

Like a fool, I waved to her, even 
though she was standiI1g right be
side me. Was she smirking? She 
turned and looked at me. 

"I've never seen you outside of 
work before," I said. I felt I was 
smiling sheepishly. 

"How do you like me in the mar
ketplace?" she asked. 

"Just fine," I said. 

Continued next week. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Fusebox Sabotaged; Green Marble Shot 
Monday, 3/2 

9: 16 a.m. Caller reports il
legal dumping in her yard 
on Turners Falls Road. 
Advised of options. 
12:49 p.m. Officer re
ports multiple spots on 
the bridge over the river 
by the Housing Author
ity and Paper Logic where 
rebar 1s sticking up. 
Same is creating a haz
ard; could puncture a tire. 
MassHighway advised. 
1:05 p.m. Neighbor dis
turbance on Unity Street. 
Peace restored. 
3:26 p.m. Caller from 
Avenue A reports ongo
ing issues with odors in 
her building that make it 
impossible for her to live 
comfortably. Advised of 
options. 
6:43 p.m. Caller reports 
receiving five phone calls 
from "FW Financial"; 
male party on the other 
end makes obscene com
ments then disconnects. 
Referred to an officer. 
6: 19 p.m. Copied via radio 
that TFFD 1s respond
ing for a report of sparks 
from a water heater on 
Second Street. Patrol 
units notified. 
Tuesday, 3/3 

8:43 a.m. Neighbor dis
turbance on Unity Street. 
Investigated. 
9:23 a.m. A juvenile was 
arrested at Franklin 
County Technical School 
after assaulting the school 
resource officer. 
9:28 a.m. Report of 
threatening/harassment 
on Unity Street. Advised 
of options. 
3:45 p.m. 911 caller re
ports dumpster on fire in 
an alleyway behind Kali 
B's. TFFD and officers 
advised. Second 911 caller 
advises same; also stated 
that some people are at
tempting to throw snow 
on it. Officers clear; fire 
out; dumpster company 
advised by TFFD. 
11 :23 p.m. Report of sus
picious vehicle on Linda 
Lane. Vehicle and opera
tor sent on their way. 
Wednesday, 3/4 

12:52 a.m. Male 911 caller 
reports that he was just 
assaulted in front of the 
Rendezvous on Third 
Street. Caller states that 
he was struck multiple 
times by an unknown 
male. Caller became un
cooperative bordering on 
disorderly and refused to 
provide additional details. 
Officer spoke with Ren
dezvous employee, who 
stated that the caller re
fused to pay his bar tab. 
Investigated. 
2:20 a.m. Officer out on 
Third Street with male 
from earlier assault call. 
Caller's vehicle ticketed 
for multiple parking vio
lations and towed. 
3:35 a.m. 911 caller from 
Third Street reports past 
burglary/breaking and 
entering. Caller just re
turned home to his apart
ment and found that his 
Playstation 3, games for 

PS3, and laptop are miss
ing. No evidence of forced 
entry; only landlord has 
key. Report taken. 
5:06 a.m. 911 caller re
ports trash truck fire be
hind Family Dollar on 
J Street. Trnck dumped 
burning load on ground in 
parking lot approximately 
20-30 feet from building. 
TFFD brought fire under 
control; operator contact
ed his company, who will 
clean up. 
6:27 a.m. Two-vehicle ac
cident at Montague Street 
and Dell Street. Both ve
hicles towed. No injuries. 
7:21 a.m. Vehicle into 
snowbank at Unity Street 
and Hillside Avenue. Pass
ersby were able to help 
operator get vehicle back 
onto road. 
9:28 a.m. Caller reports 
erratically operated ve
hicle near Canal Road 
and Fifth Street; possible 
strnggle between driv
er and passenger. Area 
search negative. 
10:32 a.m. Following up 
on previous brealdng and 
entering call, an officer re
sponded to a Fifth Street 
apartment whose resident 
1s suspected of stealing 
items. Item brought to 
station. 
10:52 a.m. Caller reports 
that someone on H Street 
appears to have opened a 
WMECO account in her 
name fraudulently. Re
ferred to an officer. 
11:41 a.m. Caller from 
Lake Pleasant complain
ing of train idling for past 
two hours. Contacted Pan 
Am and advised them of 
the complaint; employee 
stated that train would be 
moving shortly. 
12:47 p.m. Party into sta
tion to report that some
one may have shot at her 
house on Turnpike Road 
last night; there was a 
"pop" noise, and siding is 
damaged. Advised of op
tions. 
2:05 p.m. Multiple reports 
of suspected drng activ
ity on T Street. Referred 
to an officer. 
9:40 p.m. Party from 
Unity Street into station 
to report ongoing harass
ment by neighbor. Ad
vised of options. 
Thursday, 3/ 5 
11:35 a.m. Warrant arrest 
on Fifth Street. 
1:37 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls High 
School requesting tl1at an 
officer retrieve some con
traband from his office. 
Services rendered. 
4:27 p.m. Caller from G 
Street reports loud noises 
and screaming coming 
from neighbor's apart
ment. Responding officers 
stated that the cause of 
the noise was a child play
ing a video game, getting 
upset, and stomping. 
6:13 p.m. Caller from 
Turnpike Road reports 
damage to his yard caused 
by a vehicle en route to the 
manhole on Millers Falls 
Road. Caller states that 

it looks like a giant plow 
trnck just drove through 
his yard and broke a cou
ple of his trees. Investi
gated. 
5: 14 p.m. Caller from Lake 
Pleasant reports that the 
signal arms at the train 
crossing have been down 
for 45 minutes, but she 
has yet to see a train. Cars 
are stopping and waiting 
but then going around the 
arms. Spoke to Pan Am 
dispatcher; they will send 
someone out to tl1is loca
tion. 
Friday, 3/6 

7:00 a.m. Caller from Uni
ty Street reports that the 
power to his apartment 
has been shut off; he sus
pects that his neighbor, 
with whom he has been 
engaged m an ongoing 
situation, 1s responsible. 
Responding officer es
corted caller to basement, 
where three fuses were 
found turned off; it was 
clear that the fuses had 
been tampered with. In
vestigated. 
9:38 a.m. Motorist com
plaining of rebar stick
ing up from the bridge 
by Paper Logic creating 
a hazard. Issue previously 
reported to MassHighway 
on 3/2. MassHighway 
contacted again; repair is 
scheduled to be completed 
later today. 
1 p.m. Caller requesting 
assistance with a deceased 
animal next to the dump
ster behind her building. 
Caller does not know 
what ldnd of animal it is; 
just that it is not a skunk, 
raccoon, or opossum. Re
sponding officer advises 
that it is an opossum; re
moval will be a landlord 
issue. Caller advised. 
4: 11 p.m. Party from 
Turnpike Road into sta
tion with a green marble 
that may have been "shot" 
at her house, causing the 
damage that she previ
ously reported. Officer 
advised. 
4:40 p.m. Caller reports 
that 10 minutes ago, he 
watched a female party 
driving back and forth in 
the area of Fourth and 
L Streets with two chil
dren on the hood of her 
car and two on the trunk. 
Caller was very concerned 
for the wellbeing of the 
children. Referred to an 
officer. 
5: 16 p.m. Party into sta
tion advising of two giant 
potholes at Turn pike Road 
and Montague City Road. 
Message left for DPW. 
5:41 p.m. Party into sta
tion to speak with officer 
regarding ongoing neigh
bor dispute on Unity 
Street. Advised of op
tions. 
7: 11 p.m. Caller from G 
Street reports noise com
ing from upstairs neigh
bors: screaming, yelling, 
possibly throwing things, 
and running across floor. 
Neighbors advised of 
complaint. Child had been 
playing a video game and 

became upset upon los
ing; same scenario as last 
night. 
10:06 p.m. Needle report
ed between two doors of 
building at corner of Av
enue A and Fifth Street. 
Officer retrieved item. 
Caller stated that her 
daughter told her that she 
found two needles yester
day in front of the door 
and threw them m the 
trash. 
Saturday, 3/'7 

4:56 a.m. Report that car 
went over snowbank and 
struck barrier at New 
Street and Grand Avenue. 
Party located m vehicle 
had nunor head lacera
tions and claimed that 
there was another party 
m the vehicle who ran 
away. Officer checked area 
for second party. Vehicle's 
identification number did 
not match VIN associated 
with plates. Officer seized 
plates from vehicle. 
10: 19 a.m. Caller reports 
that there is a substance 
coming up out of a man
hole cover and leaking 
into a brook near the 
Bridge of Names. Of
ficer and DPW advised; 
MCFD on scene due to 
possible contamination. 
DPW reports that Water 
Pollution Control Facility 
pump is not worldng. On
call person will respond. 
6:59 p.m. Motorist reports 
that a section of Green
field Road is flooded and 
possibly hazardous. Of
ficer checked area and 
found minor flooding be
tween Ferry and Meadow 
Roads. 
7: 14 p.m. Motorist reports 
several icy spots on Route 
47. Officer drove length 
of road and did not notice 
any spots that were exces
sively icy. 
7:46 p.m. Party into sta
tion reporting an "ex
tremely large" pothole at 
Turnpike Road and Mon
tague City Road; stated 
it was large enough that 
he thought he lost a tire 
when he hit it. Respond
ing officer advises that 
pothole is about 1.6 feet 
in diameter and 4 inches 
deep. DPW notified; will 
have someone check it to
morrow morning. 
8:51 p.m. Assisted Green
field PD in locating a ve
hicle involved in a hit and 
rnn accident in the last 
half hour. 
9:20 p.m. Report from mo
torist that lights at Sev
enth Street and Avenue A 
were not cycling properly. 
Officer checked lights; ev
erything seems OK 
Sunday, 3/8 

1: 14 p.m. Fire alarm trig
gered by burnt food on 
Fifth Street. Services ren
dered. 
2: 11 p.m. Request to me
diate neighbor dispute on 
Unity Street. Peace re
stored. 
7:20 p.m. Suspected drng 
activity reported on Cen
tral Street. Area search 
negative. 
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WEST ALONG from page B1 

the first signs of the debacle to ap
pear soon. 

When I was young and living 
dming the '50s and '60s in Olll' snug 
family home on the hill over the 
Nail'Ows, before the days of Ver
mont Yankee and the effects of cli
mate change, the river always froze 
over, just as it did this yeai·. We could 
cross from Unity Pai·k over the river 
to Barton Cove and back on two feet 
of ice, something not possible for the 
past forty years or so. 

The nuclear plant closed this 
yeai·, so no more heated water re
leases into the Connecticut, what do 
you know? The ice is back. Coinci
dence? Cause and effect? It'll take 
many more winters to decide. 

But just as fo1ty yeai·s ago, the 

first open patches of 1iver will ap
pear at the Na1Tows and the French 
King, where the cu1Tent is the stron
gest. The first hooded mergansers 
will appeai·, fishing in the open 
water. The booming at night of the 
expanding river ice sheet will be 
heard again even into the bedrooms 
of houses along the river. 

Soon the 1iver will be opening 
more and more with melting snow, 
the ice shelf will begin to break up, 
and as the river swells, it will begin 
to move entire football fields of bro
ken ice down river where it crash 
and grind into the red rocks of the 
Natl'OWS. 

Then pressure will build, as 
ice and rock resist each other and 
stmggle until the blocks of our river 
glacier finally are forced to give in 
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to the rock, and sideslip along the 
shore, riding the rising cmTent, 
groaning and complaining their way 
slowly downstream to the falls. 

This year, that break-up, that 
debacle will be wo1ih waiting for. 
It will happen in a few weeks or a 
month, and it will renew an inter
mpted rite of spring. It's kind of 
reassuring. 

Governments and banks may fail, 
but for the time being, at least this 
year, we can be sure that our river 
will free itself in the break-up of its 
ice. Our river will remind us that it 
still flows as it has for 12,000 yeai·s, 
with an inexorable timeless force, 

through the lives of those of l!!!.111■..,. 
us who inhabit its banks. ~ 

PIE from page B 1 

averages to 3 .1419. Pretty good 
work, but still inaccurate. 

In came the Romans, and the 
Western world succumbed to cen
turies of wai·, religious intolerance, 
decadence, barbarians, and plague. 

Mathematics in the rest of the 
world progressed dming this time, 
pa1ticularly in Arab societies, where 
they discovered zero and used deci
mal places. Knowledge spread with 
increased trade, and by the sixteenth 
century, mathematicians were cal
culating pi using polygons with 32 
billion sides. 

With mmsual amounts of patience 
and fo1titude, the Gennan-Dutch 
mathematician Ludolf van Ceulen 
calculated pi to 35 digits, using labo-
1ious multiplications, divisions, ai1d 
square roots that took yeai'S. His re
sults were published in 1596. 

After his death, more efficient 
methods of calculation were dis
covered, using arctangents, and the 
mathematician Euler found formu
las that enabled the calculation of 
20 places of pi in a single holll' by 
the 18th centu1y. The concept of an 
infinite nmnber was introduced to 
mathematics dlll'ing this era. 

Digit-finding progressed compet
itively throughout the 1800s, culmi
nating in William Shanks' computa
tion of 707 digits of pi. No one dis
covered there was a mistake in his 
527th digit until 72 years later. 

There have been, still are, those 
amatelll' calculators who set out to 
prove the great brains wrong, and 
are convinced by their own answers 
that there has been a conspiracy to 
hide the hue ratio from the public, 
since theirs is obviously coITect. 

One of these mathematical cranks 
almost convinced the Indiana state 
legislature in 1897 to endorse his 
pa1ticular version of pi - 3.2 - as 
the legal ratio in that state. 

Luckily, a visiting professor stum
bled upon this bill in the house of rep
resentatives and managed to stop it. 
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compass and sti·aight edge, preach
ing the validity of their own (wrong) 
results in the face ofvolmninous ar
gument to the contraiy. 

My own little pi obsession, llid
den in the basement for ten years, is 
a strange cross breed: a textile pi. 

I imagined that a colorful, three
dimensional display of the fu'St 100 
numbe1'S of pi in some unusual jux
taposition Inight display some s01t of 
pattem. Translating from one medium 
to ai1other, I cut colored fabric in a 
spechum from wllite (zero) to orange 
(11ine), to lengths in inches coITe
sponding to the fu'St 100 digits of pi. 

I then sewed these ships of fabric 
end to end, with zero being a line of 
corded white fabric sewn between 
its adjacent nmnbers. I then used 
this long strip of colo1ful pi to cover 
a long piece of foam tubing, coiling 
the whole thing up in a spiral that 
used 3 .14 feet as a base circmnfer
ence. 

As a visual pun, I took 20 white 
gloves and stuck the fingers (digits) 
through these coils of fabric. It was 
not a ve1y pretty looking thing, af
ter all this effo1t, and - no surp1ise 
- yielded no pattem. 

Not understanding the more ad
vanced math, like many other cy
clometer cranks, didn't deter me 
from pursuing pi. The unwieldy 
sculpture, proving nothing, is stuffed 
in a far comer because it displays a 
conceit I'd rather not have to face 
eve1y day. 

But at least it's hubris with a long 
histo1y: from musicians who've 
"played" pi by assigning notes to 
numbers, to poets who've worked 
it out syllabically, aitists and others 
seek to know this unknowable num
ber in whatever way we can. 

Let 3/14/15 be a day to contem
plate the myste1ies of the universe, 
and plll'sue this knowledge with the 
tools at our disposal, especially the 
making and eating of circular foods. 

Pi Crust (minimal math method): 

ILOOJfilM@ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

The next great leaps were taken 
using mechailical desk calculato1'S in 
the 1940s. The number's one thou
sandth digit was calculated in 1948. 

Enter ENIAC the following year, 
with 19,000 vacuum tubes of com
putational power - a whopping 203 7 
digits were churned out in merely 
70 hours! 

Grate a stick and a half of frozen 
butter into 2 cups of flour. Mix it in 
further with a pastry knife or a few 
forks. 

When eve1ything is ve1y small 
and the butter bits are all coated and 
sepai·ated by flolll', add cold selt
zer water just until it is a workable 
consistency to fo1m into two balls, 
then let it rest in fridge for 15 min
utes. Roll each ball out on a floured 
boai·d to get two circular cmsts for 
yolll'pi. 

Here's the ·way it was on March 
10, 2005: News from the Montague 
Reporter's archive. 

Moving Forward 
on Dry Hill 

At the Montague selectboard 
meeting on March 7, there was an 
attempt to gain some ground on the 
contentious issue of public access 
to the D1y Hill Cemete1y, on town
owned D1y Hill Road in Millers 
Falls. 

James Senn, whose land abuts 
both sides of D1y Hill Road along 
Wendell Road as far back as the 
cemete1y, told the boai·d his grand
father had blocked off the public 
road many years ago. Since then, it 
has been difficult for relatives, ge
nealogists, or sightseers to visit the 
graves in the old cemete1y without 
traveling a long washed-out side 
road. An elechic fence and No 
Trespassing signs further discour
age pedeshian or vehiculai· traffic 
to the public cemete1y. 

Board member Allen Ross said, 
"There should be no limitations on 
Montague citizens going up the 
historic road now. The town has to 
have access to its cemete1y. I move 
the town mai·k the histo1ic road and 
create access on the existing route, 
and declare it open to the residents 
ohhis town." 

The motion to survey and mai·k 

the histo1ic D1y Hill Road and open 
it up first to pedestrian traffic, and 
then to consider how to improve it 
for vehiculai· traffic, ca1Tied two to 
one. 

Waxwings 
Flock to Town 

Flocks of cedar waxwings and 
robins add a lively dimension to 
Turners Falls in late winter. The 
birds love the ornamental fmit 
ti·ees wise community planners 
have placed in the tree belts. 

At the foot of Third Sti·eet hill, 
sleek cedai· waxwings and plmnp 
robins enjoy the fiuit of the Wash
ington hawthorne that hangs on 
the tree through the winter. Some 
years bohemian waxwings, stray
ing from their wintering grounds 
in the no1ih-centi·al states, appeai· 
in town with their more common 
local cousins. So far this year, the 
bohemians have not appeared, but 
bird watchers, who know that Turn
ers is attractive to these delightful 
visitors, do come looking. 

Both waxwings ai·e elegant 
birds. The cedar waxwing is a 
crested brown bird with a black 
bill and eye stripe, and the yellow 
band at the end of his tail is smaller 
and sleeker than the robin. He has 
a small red sealing wax spot in the 
Iniddle of his lower back, not al
ways easy to see. 

The bohemian waxwing looks 
similar to the cedar waxwing, but 
is a heftier brown bird, with white 
wing patches and reddish unde1tail 
markings. The waxwings come in 
flocks to good feeding sites at their 
pleaslll'e, and ai·e not accurately 
predictable. 

Permits for 
Portable Garages? 

On Mai·ch 7 the Gill selectboai·d 
reacted to resident complaints that 
building inspector Jim Cerone, of 
the Franklin Comity Cooperative 
Inspection Program, had been issu
ing letters to people in town who 
had put up the tent-like parking 
shuctures, and inshucting them to 
take out building pe1mits for them. 
The board received this info1ma
tion dubiously. 

"There are now folll' or five 
residents of Gill that Mr. Cerone 
has been around saying they need 
perinits," said board member Ann 
Banash. "Why, if their office has 
told eve1yone they ai·e temporaiy 
shuctures and they don't need a 
perinit?" 

Banash, who has one of the por
table garages up at her home, said 
"I didn't get a letter. It appears to 
be somewhat selective. Who gave 
Mr. Cerone the authority to do 
this?" The select board pledged to 
clarify the matter with Cerone. 

From then on, computer ma
chines became increasingly faster 
and more powerful, and the digits 
have mounted up til our present-day 
unbelievable 1 billion, with still no 
discemable pattern in sight. 

In modern times, human compe
tition has shifted from the discove1y 
to the memorization of these digits. 

The cm1·ent Guinness-confirmed 
champion, a Cllinese chemishy 
student named Lu Chao, managed 
to recite 67,890 digits of pi from 
memo1y. 

Clearly these ai·e sti·angely tal
ented people, as are most of those 
who chose pi as their life's work 
throughout the ages. 

To this day, "circle-squai·ers," or 
cyclometers, are out there with a 

Pi-zza Pi Crnst: 
Big Y and Foster's both sell a 

bag of ready made raw dough for 
less than $3 .14 that makes one pi. 
You can't beat that for convenience 
and it's really pretty good. 

T1y something different with 
golll'met ingredients: slices of pear, 
sauteed red peppe1'S and onions, 
and gorgonzola cheese. Or spinach, 
bacon, and sliced plmn tomatoes, 
sp1inkled with garlic oil and blessed 

with smoked gouda. llml 
Have a Happy Pi Day! II 
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Want a home with less 
wasted energy? Of course! Sally Pick 

BPl° Certified Professional 

C 413-559-7257 
SJP@crocker.com 
SJPconsulting.biz 

SJP I environmental consulting,llc 

helping you create a cozy, energy-savvy nest. 

Chaxon:A.rt 
CV 1s1onary cr-attoo 

Open ,v ed-Sat J 1-7 
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w,vw.Charo111\rt.com 
107 A,·e. A, Tmuers Falls MA. 

Connectmg people to themselves thrnugh tattoos 
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Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 
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BEEF from pg B 1 

books and websites entirely dedi
cated to deep-flying eve1ything, and 
I mean everything. 

It wasn't until I had exhausted 
the original ego boost that came 
with my proud creation that I actu
ally sat down and typed "beer bat
tered corned beef' into an internet 
search engine. When I hit the "re
turn" button, imagine my dismay as 
I scrolled through page after page of 
my "invention." 

Anyway, here's the recipe: 
To begin, prepare your mise en 

place (gather eve1ything you need). 
This should include your deep fat 
fiyer preheated to 350 degrees, or 
a pot filled with oil, should you be 
lacking this essential piece of equip
ment. Included herein is your corned 
beef, which you either bought, or 
brined for five days, boiled, cooled 
and trimmed. 

Prepare the batter by whisking 
together one part beer with one part 
flour. The measured amounts will 
change depending on how many 
people you are feeding. You may 
use whatever type of beer you have 
available, though a light ale is gen
erally prefeITed. 

The flour can be the flour you 
have in the cabinet, or you can use 
1ye flour or com meal - or some 
combination of all - to give another 
level of flavor. Changing the flour 
may change the consistency of the 
batter; adjust accordingly. 

Add some whole grain mustard 
or d1y mustard to the batter, again 
being careful not to change the con
sistency too much. Add some fen
nel, cumin, or your own spin. 

Reserve some flour to dredge, 
or coat, the corned beef before dip
ping it into the batter. I am always 
surprised by how little you actually 
need for this stage of battering. 

Cut the corned beef into strips, 
about a qua1ter-inch thick and a 
manageable length. The size is en
tirely contingent on the size of your 
fiyer, plates, and guests, and wheth
er you intend to use it as an appe
tizer or entree. 

Bring the batter ve1y close to the 
fiyer. Some cooks will create a drip 
area for the inevitable mess that will 

result by placing parchment paper 
or aluminum foil beneath the area 
where the meat will be transfeITed 
to the fiyer. 

Dredge the pieces of corned beef 
in the flour you reserved, and then 
dip into the batter. Allow your fin
gers to get ditty! 

As you remove the corned beef 
from the batter, allow the excess 
batter to drip off, but don't obsess 
over this step. 

Slowly allow each piece to enter 
the fiyer, so that it can begin to cook 
before it sinks to the bottom. If you 
neglect this step, it will stick to the 
bottom of the basket or pot and be
come ve1y difficult to remove with
out damaging. 

Cook the deep fried corned beef 
'til it's done. How long, you ask? 
Probably a couple of minutes. 

But, as a professional chef, I can
not answer that question without 
breaking an unspoken rnle in the 
industiy. There is also a two-minute 
rnle. In the industly, if a server asks 
a cook how long until a ce1tain ta
ble's food is finished, the cook will 
have an automated response. Cooks 
have ve1y little understanding of ac
tual time. They have what is known 
as "cook's time." 

My default answer is always 
"two minutes," regardless of how 
long it will actually be. If some
thing is ve1y near completion, I will 
abrnptly change my answer to "ten 
seconds." 

If I am in the weeds, or backed 
up, my answer will be "an hour." 
That's it. It's either ready in two 
minutes, or ten seconds, or an hour. 
Can you appreciate a smiling server 
a little more now, knowing that even 
the sitnplest question will likely lead 
to aggravation? 

Eric Damkoehler is the Sous 
Chef of the Delaney House in Holy
oke. He lives in Turners Falls with 
his wife and three sons. He has been 
working in commercial kitchens 
since 1999, and attended the New 
England Culinary Institute in Mont
pelier, VT. 

Check out his blog at 
thesobersouschef.com. u 
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Wendell Free Library: 

Recent Paintings by Donna M. Horn 
By RICHARD BALDWIN 

The Wendell Free Libra1y is 
pleased to present an exhibition 
of new work by Donna M. Hom, 
Wendell resident. Donna received 
a local Cultural Council grant last 
year to produce a series of paint
ings focused on monsters, ten of 
which are featured here. 

These works continue a series 
Donna has been working on for 
years. In addition to these she in
cludes a number of recent paintings 
in which she experiments with new 
materials. The combination makes 
for a fun and inti'iguing show which 
will delight all viewers. 

Monster and fantasy itnage1y 
appear in nearly all cultures and 
throughout histo1y. They are found 
in fine ait, crafts, ai'Cllitecture, and 
more recently in comic books, sci
ence fiction film, cartoons, tattoos, 
the list goes on. They are often ter
rifying, meai1t to ft'ighten. 

Donna, however, puts her own 
spin on hers. The monsters here 
are puzzled, curious, surp1'ised, 
ft'ightened, humorous and above 
all, chaiming. All ai·e friendly, and 
all but two here ai·e soft ai1d fuzzy 
somewhat like stuffed animals. 
These ai·e monsters for eve1yone 
to love. 

The smallest of the monster 
paintings, "Disheveled Monster 
in a Humid Summer Field", is a 
delightful image of a pink fuzzy 
small monster holding a flower in 
a field with a flock of crows flying 
overhead. 

"Disheveled" is a perfect word 
to describe this one. He/she seems 
surprised and shocked, perhaps by 
being seen by the viewer in some 
forbidden place. 

Donna Horn, "Momma Monster" 

Place. This painting is her own 
conti'ibution. 

The other figurative paintings 
are "Dreaming" and "Breaking 
Through". In both a figure is por
trayed floating upward against a 
backgroru1d, sky at the top, groru1d 
at the bottom, filled with glitter ai1d 
small bangles. 

The backgrounds are dark, but 
in "Breaking Through" the figure 
is sru1·ounded by sti·eaining light as 
in a moment of illumination. The 
titles, again, accurately describe 
the feeling in each work. 

The remaining six small paint
ings ai·e similai· to one another, 
each like a bejeweled garden, filled 
witl1 fantastic sparkling shapes ai1d 
glitter. They ai·e ve1y much like 
jewel boxes with bits and pieces 
winking at the viewer. They would 
fit pe1fectly in the landscape of the 
film Avatai·. 

Each of these paintings is coat
ed with a thick ti·ai1spai·ent layer of 
clear ac1ylic medium. This fixes the 
glitter and beads and collage pieces 
in a shallow relief enhai1cing tl1e 
feeling of looking into a magical 
teITai'irun. As in all her paintings 
the fraines ai·e part of each piece, 
chosen with cai·e and often paint
ed. 

taking ourselves super seriously. 
When I get stressed and blocked 
and people sta1t to get me down, I 
paint monsters, ai1d it brings it all 
back into perspective for me. The 
monsters are adorable, and silly, 
and self-impo1tant, ai1d they ai·e 
us. 

"The other paintings, the ones 
with the women really are about 
breaking tluough, busting out of 
the atlnosphere, into an im1er space. 
They can be said to represent the 
breaking free from a block. The 
monsters deal with tl1e silliness of 
the outside world, the other paint
ings deal with gaining access to the 
inner world, which is boru1dless." 

Donna Hom has been making 
a1t for most of her life. She eained 
a BFA degree from UMASS Am
herst where she studied painting 
with Leona! Gongora, Jaines Hen
dricks and Jeanette Cole. 

She has shown in nrunerous 
venues in western Mass, has paitic
ipated in the ai·ea's aiumal Inte1face 
event and more recently had one 
person exhibitions at the Deerfield 
Gallery in South Deerfield and the 
Wendell Libraiy. She is the recipi
ent of a number of awai·ds, and her 
work is in mai1y local collections. 

Ms. Hom emphasizes tl1at she 
does not like to talk or write about 
her paintings. They need to stand 
on their own. In her typical succinct 
manner she says "Painting elitni
nates tl1e obligation to explain." 

You ai·e invited to come and 
enjoy this latest work by one of 
Wendell's finest. You cai1 also see 
more of her work at donnahorn. 
wordpress.com. 

The exhibition lUllS from Mai·ch 
6 tluough May 2 in the Hen'ick 
Room at the Wendell Free Libraiy. 
Hours: Tuesdays, noon to 6 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 10 am. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; 
and Sundays noon to 4 p.m. 

Pellet Bag Recycling! 

In "Ve1y Posh Monster with 
Flowers", illustrated with tllis ar
ticle, we see almost the opposite of 
the small "Disheveled Monster". 
The monster also holds a flower 
but here the overall feeling is one 
ofbewildered satisfaction. The way 
light shines from above coupled 
with how light seems to emai1ate 
from tl1e painting itself convey a 
sense of reverence, even holiness. 

Donna wi'ites, " ... the monsters 
are about the silliness of human 
beings. We ai·e silly cute monsters 

Richard Baldwin is on the Wen
dell Free Library! art e,xhibition 
committee. 

JULIA RABIN PHOTO 
Franklin County Solid Waste 

Management District's recycling 
program for wood pellet bags is 
proving to be ve1y popular with 
residents at the thi1teen municipal 
transfer stations that are offering the 
free program. 

Residents of Bernardston, Buck
land, Charlemont, Conway, Deer
field, Leverett, Montague, No1th
field, Orange, Rowe, Shelburne, 
Wa1wick, and Wendell can bring 
their pellet bags to their own trans
fer stations. In addition, Greenfield 
Transfer Station accepts pellet bags 
for free from any Franklin County 
resident. Ask Transfer Station atten
dants where to put pellet bags. 

WOOD PELLET BAGS ONLY! 
Other plastic bags are not accepted; 
do not include feed bags, soil bags, 
pesticide bags, or stretch film. The 
outer wrap from a delive1y of a pal
let or skid of pellet bags IS accepted: 
cut it into 4 or 5 pieces. 

All bags must be empty and 
d1y. Wet bags will cause the entire 
load to be rejected by the recycling 
company. Pellet bags are baled and 
shipped to Trex to be recycled into 
plastic lumber. 

Impo1tant: shake out all wood 
pellets before recycling. Gill resi-

dent Ray Purington shares a tip: "I 
keep a pair of rngged scissors on the 
shelf above the pellet stove and cut 
open the top of the bag an inch or 
so below the heat-sealed area. I cut 
across both sides of the bag, about 
½ - ¾ the width of the bag, stop
ping in the middle. That way, the cut 
flap remains attached, and I've got a 
smooth 'spout' that doesn't trap pel
lets when I pour from it." 

When the bag is empty, cut open 
the bottom of the bag to fully release 
any pellets. Store bags flat and then 
roll or fold the pile into a pellet bag 
that has been cut at the top only. Do 
not ball up or cnunple the bags. 

A Massachusetts Community 
Innovation Challenge Grant and a 
grant from MassDEP funded sta1t-up 
costs for this program. The program 
was launched in the fall of 2014. 

For more information see ww1v. 
franklincountywas tedistrict. orgl 
PelletBagFlier2.pdf 

Questions? Contact the Franklin 
County Solid Waste Disti·ict at ( 413) 
772-2438, or info@franklincounty
wastedistrict.org. 

MA Relay for the hearing im
paired: 711 or 1(800)439-2370 
(TTY/TDD). The District is an equal 
oppo1tunity provider. 

Each of these ten paintings ex
press feelings that ai·e all too fainil
iai· to the viewer, yet are hard to pin 
down in just a single word or two. 
It is not altogetl1er cleai· whether 
the monsters are reacting to some
thing perceived outside themselves 
or some internal stimuli or both. 

The remaining nine paintings in 
the exhibition ai·e continuations of 
Donna's work with fantasy and fig
ure. The Iai·gest of the tl1ree, "My 
Happy Place", is a combination of 
acrylic paint, glitter, plastic flowers, 
and small beads. A small seated fig
ure, po1trayed as a Hindu Goddess, 
is in the center srurnunded by a 
gai·den of shimme1'ing delights. In 
ti·aditional rendering the Goddess 
often has numerous pairs of aims. 

Here Domia acllieves the saine 
effect with colorful waves like hair 
that spread out and upward frain
ing the figure's head. Where in 
more ti·aditional paintings the ani
mals depicted are often tigers and 
lions, here there is a rabbit in the 
right foreground. The sto1y behind 
this painting is that Ms. Hom in
vited residents via a local Listse1v 
to send in images of their Happy Donna Horn, ''Very Posh Monster with Flowers" 
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Book Review 

Dissolving 
the Grip 
of Fear 
By LEE WICKS 

LEVERETT - I confess; I drove 
to the Mount Toby Meeting House 
on Sunday with some trepidation. 
The Leverett Peace Commission 
was hosting a book launch for Pen
ny Gill written, What in the World is 
Going on? 

Subtitled "Wisdom Teaching for 
our Time," the book is presented as 
a record of conversations Ms. Gill 
has had with Tibetan teacher, Man
jushri. Not "sit down and let's talk in 
person" conversations. These teach
ings came to Ms. Gill as a voice in 
her head, unbidden at a time of great 
despair, and she sat at her computer 
and acted as a scribe. Manjushri is 
an ancient bodhisattva in Buddhist 
tradition, associated with wisdom. 

On the way there I thought: 
what if I don't believe her? What if 
I insult my friends on the Leverett 
Peace Commission? What hope can 
there possibly be in our very trou
bled world? 

After an hour, I did believe her, 
but it would not have mattered if I 
didn't. Manjushri's message, deliv
ered through Ms. Gill's talents as a 
teacher, is compelling and optimis
tic. 

Ms. Gill is graceful and self-ef
facing. She is a Mary Lyons profes
sor of Hmnanities at Mount Holy
oke College where she has taught 

political science for foity years. 
According to Jim Perkins who in
troduced her and first met her when 
he brought his granddaughter to a 
tour of Mount Holyoke, Ms. Gill is 
a beloved professor. That was easy 
to see on Sunday. 

Her wit is harder to uncover 
within the pages of the book, which 
is dense and challenging. Ms. Gill 
compared it to a bullion cube, and 
that image of a hard flavor-packed 
entity that has to be dissolved be
fore it can be used serves a reader 
well. 

Ms. Gill says, "It should be read 
in small pieces in no paiticular or
der." One reader told Ms. Gill that 
she opens the book each morning to 
a random page and readies herself 
to accept the lessons that appear. 

And what are those lessons? 
A few years ago, troubled by en

vironmental degradation, paitisan 
politics, war in the Middle East, 
hunger, inequality and any other so-
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cial ill you can name, Pelllly Gill was 
in despair, filling page after page of 
her journal with rants. She felt, as 
many do, powerless. Then she heard 
a voice that said, "We don't see it 
that way." According to Gill, it was 
Manjushri speaking for himself and 
other teachers, and presenting a dif
ferent interpretation of our time. 

Manjushri reassured Gill we are 
in a time of great transition and tre
mendous energy. We are poised to 
expand our consciousness and ad
dress deep fears, which do not serve 
us. Much of the book addresses fear 
and breaks it down into two kinds. 

There is the fear of immediate 
real danger: the tiger in the grass. 
That fear serves us and keeps us 
alive. But the other fear, the fear 
that keeps us counting to make sure 
we have more than the other guy, 
that causes corporations to gobble 
up "market share," fear of the other 
that creates suspicion among people 
of different faiths: this fear is haim-

ing our spirits, and the planet. 
Ms. Gill smnmarized, "If we 

could dissolve the grip of fear on 
our hearts, we would know what to 
do and move on. Society has sepa
rated thinking from knowing from 
the heart." 

The idea of an expanded and 
loving consciousness is not new. It 
can be found in all religions, but it 
is veiy accessible here and helpful 
for those who follow no organized 
religion. 

Manjushri and Ms. Gill offer ex
ainples of "Lights going on all over 
the world. Maybe you have not yet 
turned on your lights, but you see 
that your neighbor has, and you do 
too. If you could see the planet at 
twilight from a great distance, you 
would see the lights go on, one by 
one, twinkling." 

Another message I liked: "Per
haps humans who are learning to 
live a compassionate heait-centered 
life are the T-cells of the universe. 

Pen,ry Gi/4 at the Mount Toby Meeting House. 
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In our bodies, T-cells fight infection. 
In our world, heait-centered people 
each make tiny T-cell like decisions 
and all together these can create 
change." 

In his review of the book, Jim 
Perkins wrote, "The optimism 
of Pelllly Gill's book rests in the 
promise of a rapidly changing and 
deepening sense of who we really 
are, not autonomous individuals in 
competition with each other, but as 
'paiticipants in a plan we have not 
originated or authored.' Rather than 
thinking of ourselves as a flawed, 
cmel, greedy, and doomed crea
ture, we might better understand 
the present moment as a glorious, if 
extremely dangerous moment in the 
evolution of consciousness." 

Ms. Gill's questions, and Man
jushri 's responses, are never falsely 
optimistic. The challenges we face 
as a society are vast, and that is 
readily acknowledged. One path is 
offered here. Seekers might want to 
check it out and use this book as a 
guide to be closely read and slowly 
digested. A deeper understanding 
of the nature of our fears would be 
liberating. Discussing the book with 
friends would nourish the bonds of 
community. 

I left Ms. Gill's talk feeling com
foitable with a mysteiy. What writ
er has not read his or her words at 
the end of a session and wondered 
where they came from? Didn't Joan 
of Arc heai· voices? Didn't the God 
of the Old Testament speak into the 
void, saying, "Let there be light?" 

We feaiful frightened hmnans 
need all the help we can get. Man
jushri has much to teach and Ms. 
Gill is a keen kind teacher, too. 
They make a good team. 

The book is available at the Bal
boa Press website, on Amazon, and 
at local bookstores. 

So Long, Winter! 
Saturday, March 14: United Arc Annual Auction 

GREENFIELD-Help the United 
Arc celebrate its 14th Allllual Spring 
Auction on Mai·ch 14 from 4 to 5 p.m. 
at Greenfield Community College's 
Cohn Family Dining Commons. All 
proceeds benefit critical suppoit ser
vices for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their 
families. Suggested admission is one 
non-perishable food item or toilehy 
for The United Arc's food panhy. 

Lefty's Brewer-For-A-Day, a week 
in a mountainside condo at Stowe, 
an African Safari, ski and golf pack
ages, spa and wellness services, fine 
art, housewares, ai1d a private lunch, 
state house tour and photo with Sen
ate President Stan Rosenberg. Hors 
d' oeuvres will be se1ved and a cash 
bar will be available. 

will help the United Arc fill funding 
gaps. 

By REPORTER STAFF 

Spring promises rebiith from 
winter d01mancy, and you might 
want to celebrate this jomney by 
immersing yourself in The lmagi
naiy Show at Madison on the Ave 
on Thursday evening, Mai·ch 19. 

Five acts during the evening 
create an auditoiy bridge between 
the seasons: Max Almen, Den-ick 
Hait, Taiynn O' wonderer, Filthy 
Luger (Biyan Gillig and Andrea 
Glainpyre), and Daddy Dino and 
the Who's Who? Band. 

Responding to the music with 
projected images will be the role 
of photographer Joseph McCor
mack. 

TaiYllll O'wonderer is back 
in the area from a stay in Berlin, 
Geimai1y and is busy collaborat
ing with local musicians and art
ists on vai·ious projects. 

Her roots as a musician ai·e un
usual and involve a soit of spiritu
al serendipity: she was hitch hik
ing across the US ai1d was given a 
special guitai· pick. 

Images of a guitar appeared 
to her afterwai·ds in her medita
tion practice, ai1d when someone 
then gave her a gift of a guitar, she 
staited to play. 

0' wonderer is a self taught 
singer-songwriter who describes 
her music as "real, raw, some
times wild, sometimes touch
ing ... depending on the day and 
on my mood." 

Her songs contain meta-

phor and wordplay, and some
times contain cultural ai1d politi
cal commenta1y. 

Like many musicians, she says 
she has a feeling for sound and 
vibration and how it "accesses 
ai1 altered state or a deeper place 
within oneself or deeper collllec
tion with people and place arom1d 
you. All of us, on some level, 
have a spii-itual collllection to 
what we do with our music. We 
ai·e definitely taking people on a 
jomney." 

What started as a therapeutic 
exercise for herself has also be
come a sound therapy she uses 
with other people, sometimes 
working specifically to support 
musical process and cleai· creative 
energy blocks with others, but 
also to provide what one witness 
descdbes as a "chakra energy 
tune-up" expe11ence. 

Her therapeutic one-on-one 
sessions use diums, tuning forks, 
ai1d other instmments to create 
vibrations and frequencies that 
one may paiticipate in, or simply 
become an immersed receiver of 
sound. 

With a variety of pe1fonners 
as well as visual treats, an eclectic 
evening beckons us beyond the 
dirty snow piles of middle March. 
Gather new energy in the sound
scape and see what sprouts from 
there! 

The show starts at 6:30 pm. at 
Madison on the Ave, I 04 Avenue 
A, Tm11ers Falls. 

The program will feature a live 
auction, silent auction tables, raffles, 
a penny social, door prizes and more. 
Items include an opportunity to be a 

The United AI·c's Auction pro
gram will also have a nmnber of op
po1tunities to fund a project or activ
ity that enriches the lives of individ
uals in the AI·c's fainily suppo1t and 
adult se1vices programs. This event 

The United Arc has provided com
prehensive and individualized sup
port se1vices to people with intellec
tual and developmental disabilities 
throughout the Pioneer Valley and 
N01th Quabbin region since 1951. 

Attendeees who RSVP by Friday, 
March 13 will be entered for a spe
cial di·awing. 

Register with Siiri Paton at 
(413) 774-5558, email siiripaton@ 
unitedarc.org, or register online at 
www.unitedarc.org. 

Friday, March 20: Sunwheel and Sky-Watching 
AMHERST - The public is invited to witness sunrise 

and sunset associated with the spdng equinox among the 
standing stones of the UMass Amherst Sunwheel on Fri
day, March 20 at 6:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. These Sunwheel 
events mai·k the asti·onomical change of seasons when 
days and nights ai·e nearly equal in length in the N01thern 
He1nisphere. 

UMass Alnherst astronomer Christopher Thibodeau 
will discuss the astronomical cause of the sm1's changing 
position dm-ing the hour-long gathedngs. He will also ex
plain the seasonal positions of Ea1th, the sm1 and moon, 
and answer questions about astronomy. 

Sunday, March 29: PVSO 

The exact time of the vernal equinox this yeai· is 6:45 
pm. Eastern Daylight Time on Mai·ch 20. This ushers in 
the beginning of sp1111g. 

From the Sunwheel in Amherst, obse1vers standing at 
the center of the standing stones see the Sun 1-ise ai1d set 
over stones placed to mark the equinoxes. 

The Sunwheel is located south of McGuirk Almnni 
Stadium, just off Rocky Hill Road (Alnity Street), about 
one-quaiter mile south of University Drive. Visitors to the 
Sunwheel should be prepared for especially wet footing 
this year. Rain or blizzard conditions cai1cel the events. 
Donations are welcomed. 

Plays Sibelius and Rachmaninov 
DEERFIELD - At 7 p m. on 

Sunday, Mai·ch 29, Pioneer Val
ley Symphony music director Paul 
Phillips will conduct a conceit com
memorating the sesquicentena1y of 
composer Jean Sibelius, with his 
Tempest Ove1ture and Symphony 
No. 3 in C Major, Op. 52. 

Also on the program is the Pio
neer Valley Symphony debut of 

pianist Jeffrey Biegel, perfonning 
Rachmaninov's popular and virtuo
sic Piano Concerto No. 3 in D Mi
nor, Op. 30. 

The Pioneer Valley Symphony 
Youth Orchestra will perform a 
shoit, informal concert in the lobby 
at 6 p.m., followed by a pre-conceit 
presentation by Amherst professor 
David Schneider at 6: 15 p m. 

There will also be a silent auc
tion to raise funds for all PVSO pro
grams. 

Advance tickets are $25, $20 for 
seniors and $6 for children and stu
dents. 

See pvsoc. org/single-tickets. 
Group rates are available. Contact 
Susanne Dunlap at (413) 773-3664 
or susanne@pvso.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose lrn:;ulalion • Alrsec1ling • Energy Audits 
Rcplac11ment Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs • Spr,1y Foam I11suJallon 

Call Now for a Fl'ee 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

BJ"yan G. Hobbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

hr!fn1d1oblisre11md1di11g@g111nil.cm11 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box 729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

I~ 
CHEVRDLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe equinox Traverse Vans 

RON SICARD 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax(413)774-5746 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbing Specialist· Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Li~ • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Wil/1 Workers Comp. •Insurance and LiaDility, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM f ~ 
\Vendell,MA ~ 

Se ruing Hampshire And franklin Counties',·, v,t, r .... 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Turners Falls: An exhibit of his
toric photographs of villages, 
hamlets and hollows, reproduced 
from the collection of the Swift 
River Valley Historical Society on 
display in the Great Hall. On dis-

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

the change of seasons, transfor
mation, re-birth and hope. The 
exhibition will be in the Avenue A 
Storefront Galleries from March 
14 to April 12. All media will be 
considered- painting, photogra
phy and sculpture. Artists may 
submit up to 6 works. Email jpegs 
of your work along with a short 
description to rivercu/ture@ 
gmai/.com. Contact Suzanne Lo
Manto at (413) 835-1390 or visit 
www. turnersfallsriverculture. org 
Sawmill River Arts, Montague 
Center hosts an informational 
meeting on Monday, April 13 at 
5 p.m. for artists interested in 
joining their collectively-run gal
lery. Please respond by April 6 if 
you are interested in attending. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Documentary film and discus
sion American Revolution: The 
Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs. 
Explores Boggs's lifetime of vital 
thinking and action, traversing 
the major U.S. social movements 
of the last century, 7 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Caleb Wetherbee 
performs at the Great Falls Dis
covery Center, 7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Jim Armenti, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An
derson, Hypno Boogie Blues! 9 
p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Dana Osterling & Sara 
Rachelle - AngryGal Re
cords Showcase, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne 
Falls: Rossini's La Donna 
def Lago presented by The 
Metropolitan Opera Live in 
HD,$, 12:55 p.m. 

Frontier Regional School: 
The Country Players Pres
ent Agatha Christie's And 
Then There Were None, $, 
7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Mark Nomad, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free 
Range, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 

Frontier Regional School: 

B7 

Shaved Jazz, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Pat
ty Carpenter Trio, 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
The Jetsons Movie, SciFi Mati
nee hosted by Robbie Heller. All 
ages/ family movie, 4 p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: All COOPed Up 
Concert! A diverse bill of local 
roots musicians from the Frank
lin County COOP Concerts, old
timey and newfangled acoustic 
folk music, original songs, and 
sundry Americana. 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Roockit Queer with DJ Just 
Joan,$, 9:30 p.m. 

t-J1.J\ f ~, I 
The Brick.House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, 1\irnt:J-s Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00 

Movement Studjo 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

F<;;t i11fi;,1t11t1tion: 

www.brickhousea:mununity.oig 
413-863-9576 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

Sassy, Jaz:zy blues f?y Lexi We~e in Wendell at Deja Bretv on Sund'!)', 3 I 15, 8 p.m. 

The Country Players Pres
ent Agatha Christie's And 
Then There Were None,$, 
2 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

EXHIBITS: 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 

play through March 28. 
Smith College Museum of Art, 
Northampton: Mary Bauermeis
ter: The New York Decade This 
exhibition is the first to concen
trate on the work of German 
artist Mary Bauermeister (b. 
1934) during the decade she 
lived and worked in the United 
States from 1962 to 1972. Fea
turing her signature optical lens 
boxes, assemblages, stone re
liefs, drawings, and other works. 
Free admission 2nd Friday of 
each month, 4 to 8 p.m. On view 
through May 24. 
UMass Fine Arts Center, Am
herst: Ethel Poindester & Bar
bara Hadden: Looking and 
Thinking, large scale abstract 
paintings and sculpture from 
industrial materials, main gal
lery of the Hampden Gallery. 
Diane Englander: Making The 
Next Thing, two-and three di
mensional works on display in 
the Incubator Project Space. On 
display through March 31. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
Wendell Free Library invites art
ists to submit applications for 
two-dimensional work to exhibit 
in the Herrick Meeting Room 
gallery. Applications accepted 
at any time. See www. wendell
mass. us 
Turners Falls RiverCulture is 
looking for art that addresses 

For more information and mem
bership requirements: www. 
sawmillriverarts.com and Kerry 
Stone: (978) 544-5463/ fam
stone5@hotmail.com or Susan 
Essig at 357-9709. 
Poetry Chapbook Contest orga
nized by Slate Roof Press. Win
ners make a three-year commit
ment to the press to this mem
ber-run collaborative. Submit no 
more than 28 pages of poetry. 
Deadline: May 15. See WWW. 

s/ateroofpress. com. 

EVENTS: 
THURSDAY, 

MARCH12 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scott Pomeroy Fear No 80s, 8 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple & Friends, Jim Henry, 
Doug Plavin and friends, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13 

Frontier Regional School: The 
Country Players Present Agatha 
Christie's And Then There Were 
None, $, 7 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
10 Ways to Survive the Zombie 
Apocalypse & Superheros: With 
Great Power Comes Great Re
sponsibility presented by the 
Franklin County Technical School 
Players. A night of comedy! 

Wendell Free Library: Out 
of Bounds: Adventures in Trans
formation. A celebration of the 
publication of Sandra Boston's 
memoir. Brief readings, Q&A; 
Refreshments, 5 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lexi Weege, 
sassy, jazzy blues, 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 16 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Bin
go! 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Grave Dig
gers Union for St. Paddy's Day, 
8:30-11 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 

Greenfield Community College, 
Greenfield: Senior Symposia 
hosts Will Fregosi. Presenta
tion on Russian Opera: Tsars, 
Tatars and the Soul of a People. 
Fregosi will trace the long and 
colorful history of Russian op
era from tsarist encouragement 
through the horrific persecution 
of artists and composers under 
Stalin. The talk will feature mu
sic from the Romantic operas of 
the 19th century to the political 
satires and patriotic epics of the 
20th and the bold new work of 
21st -century composers, who 
are spreading their tradition to 
the West. Downtown campus, $, 
2 to 4 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 

D~d~ 4~Q Mon. 
BINGO 

THURS 3/ 12 8pm FREE 
Scott Pomeroy: 

Fear No 80s 

FRI 3/ 1 3 9:30 FREE 
AngryGal Records: 
DANA OSTERLING & 

SARA R4CHELE 

SAT 3/14 9:30 FREE 
no show 

SUN 3/ 15 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS, MA 
REIDElVDUSTFMUOM 
TEL:413·863-Z866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

10.::: _.,.,, Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving Ille Area for ove1 25 year!' Certified• Bonded• lnsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlaguc S1rceI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fox 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

""" • • 
• . .,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

~ li@J!ill 

~~I= I =I@ 
l;@Il rnw aD ITT:3n \2ill¼ 
~ \2ill¼ ~ 
~~ 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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LIBRARY from page B 1 

since Wendell does not have its own writ
ten history book besides featuring as part of 
regional ones, Pam Richardson is writing a 
Wendell volume. 

Heidkamp was not aware of any donations 
to the Wendell library that might be hanging 
around from times past, so instead of driving 
up there, I went over to Gill to visit the Slate 
Memorial Library and librarian and director 
Jocelyn Carlos-Santos. 

In 1909 the Slate family donated $8,000 
to build a library, and ground was broken for 
a two-room building on Main Road in Gill 
center in 1921. As late as 1984, a bathroom 
was finally added. The little chairs in the chil
dren's section were made by a carpenter not 
yet out of his teens, in 184 7. They ar·e sturdy 
and graceful over 150 years later, and serv
ing their original purpose, unlike some other 
antiques in the building. 

At this library, artifacts are within easy 
reach on top of the bookcases lining the walls 
of the main room. It's nice that these old 
objects ar·e accessible and can be picked up 
- with permission, of course - and examined. 
As suits the rural setting, most appear to be 
useful objects from the farms and homes of 
previous centuries. 

One curious cast-iron piece looks like it 
was a smoker or steamer of some type, but 
the exact usage has been forgotten over time, 
and the tag offers no explanation of what must 

have been an obvious function at one point. 
An internet search later turned up a pic

ture of such a device: it was a bot iron used 
for pressing clothes. Hot coals were put in 
the body of it, and the upper spout let smoke, 
rather than steam, escape. This dreary job 
was more unpleasant for previous generations 
than I ever imagined. 

A board with iron spikes sticking out of 
the middle presents itself more clearly on the 
attached tag: "Hetcbel used by Anna Stough
ton, b 1784 d. 1873. Donated by her grand
children, Charles Stoughton Phelps and Mary 
E. Phelps." 

Research on "hetchel" was rewar·ding: this 
spiked board was used to process flax, from 
which linen could be woven. The stems of the 
flax plant require a lot of labor to break down 
into suitable fiber; they need to be fermented, 
crushed, then combed through these metal 
tines to separate them into long, smooth, 
straight fiber used for weaving linen called 
"line flax" and fluffy sh01t leftovers called 
"tow" useful for non-wear·able woven goods. 

Colonists grew and processed flax for their 
own use until cheap, plentiful cotton took 
over the textile market in the late 1700s. 

There is no flax fiber processing in the US 
presently. All of our linens are imported due 
to the still prohibitively intensive processing 
involved in getting these fibers separated. Flax 
is instead grown for its seeds, used in linseed 
oil, and the stalks, which by the time the seeds 

Remember the Maine? This piece of pitted metal at the Slate Library should help you. 

are mature have grown too woody to become 
line flax, ar·e often burnt or chopped to be used 
for industrial fillers ofvar·ious kinds. 

Some diehards do grow and process their 
own little patches of flax, but with instrnc
tions to break up the fibers by driving over 
them with your car, it's not too tempting. 

Looking around the room at the collection 
on top of the bookcases, an exhausted beaver 
top hat sits next to an elaborate, heavily pad
ded leather hat case. A table-top stitching 
device looks like it might predate the treadle 
machine. 

A World War I German army helmet 
appears to be sized for a child's head. There's 
a perforated tin box, which was an ancient 
space beater, mnning on hot coals. 

These are just what is being displayed 
downstairs at the Slate. A small natural his
tory collection has retired to the upstairs. 

Clearly only meant to be a storage area, this 
bitterly cold attic also holds several spinning
wheel frames and outdated, leather-bound 
encyclopedia volumes, stacked among dis
carded holiday props and other miscellany. 

On a windowsill, cold winter sunlight falls 
on the hide of an ancient stuffed lizard of 
some kind. He's eighteen inches long, and 
one of his front legs has fallen off and is lay
ing nearby. An old photograph propped next 
to it shows this or a similar lizard on top of a 
very bristly cactus. 

Did someone in town bring this back from 
an adventure in the southwest? The tag in
forms us that William Marvel caught this liz
ard in the Civil War, and stuffed it himself. 
Marvel-lizard's hard black beaded eyes keep 
the details of this story a secret. 

On the same shelf lies a slab of metal, 
rusted and pitted; the tag says it was from 
Havana Harbor. Part of a war ship? Who was 
poking ar·ound in the harbor, and why were 
they hying to reti·ieve stuff? 

After examining the photo I took of the tag, 
I was able to read: "From the battleship Maine 
sunk in Havana Harbor February 16, 1898." 
When I looked into this, I found that the ar
mored cruiser's sinking remains a mystery. 
Over 200 sailors died. Resear·chers believe it 
most likely was the result of some design flaw 
in the barTier between a firebox and munitions 
storage in this steam powered vessel. 

The incident was exploited by proponents 
of the Spanish American War, which began 
later in the year. She lay in the harbor until 
raised and scuttled in the Straits of Florida in 

This German military helmet, or pickelhaube, 
seems to have been made for a very small head. 

1912. This piece of corrnded metal must have 
come from that era, saved by someone work
ing on that project, perhaps? 

In a box below, smooth river stones of 
curious shape ar·e nestled together under a 
blanket of fine dust. A board holds the spread 
wings of a butterfly, though a label proclaims 
this to be an "artificial" sample. 

Some of these objects are symbols of a for
gotten past, significant in some cases for rep
resenting a way of life long gone even by the 
time they were donated. Others are embedded 
in a narrntive we have no access to from our 
present. 

Did the impulse to preserve and display 
these items arise because of the enormous 
changes that their donors had seen in their 
lifetimes? Did they sense that relentless prog
ress would eradicate all traces of these earlier 
ways? Were they more patriotic, more civic
minded? 

Perhaps there weren't any "historical so
cieties" with building space to house objects 
in their time. Or maybe out of sheer love for 
their dear· little two-room library, they were 
moved to offer this ti'ibute to the ancestors of 
Gill. Who knows? 

For our next installment, I'll be moving on 
up the road to a library I've always wanted to 
visit: the Dickinson Library in Northfield 
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PLACI! YOUR ■USINl!SS CARD Hl!ltl! FOIi ONLY $12.00 Pl!lt Wl!l!K (12 Wl!l!K MINIMUM). CALL 883-8886 

c;~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

THREE-~0-UB.SE 
THV::.R.SI>A Y 8 + $.2.S 

SVNI>A. Y EI\. -UNC;H 

10:30 A.M. TO 2 ~.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 
Sundi_\y l 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-00.23 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~f~lrn I J□1.~J~~ 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Qr,td Jol1Mon. CRcoO~o,·t 
AOR, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
'-l I '3-F;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohmon~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold !his JJl'Sli~ous designation. 
The CRS is my badge of experti1ie and your shield ot 
asswance Put your 1rust in the bcsl to get lhe job cfore. 
Whtther buying, selling or refc,ring, alway; choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO 1rn1~ nt tvfl!'llrMt. 

oz 

Ill AboJt-Foce 
Computer Solutions 

tffllfU¼riffi 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
iilUMiiiil (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointmem 

ID)~~ ~mm 
c........ ----.. • • 

•.• • .:;-. , • SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN 

TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND 

CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES 
READY TO HEAT & EAT! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 
MON. - SAT.: 7 AM. TO 5 P.M. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL APRIL 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

( 

----------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - l p.m. 

COMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I Integrity I expertise 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

v..ww.pvsquared,coop PioneerValeyPholo\titaics 
• •<>rk,.,,.,.,.n•d ,; .......... ,Iv• 

MAEI~ L;c/l137G4.1nC,MAH1014077 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

11-.,iepiz:ia.com 
21 Bank Row, GIid. 

413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 




