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LEVERElT SELECTBOARD 

Citizens Object 
To Glyphosate 

Spraying Along 
Power Lines 
By ANN TWEEDY 

The Leverett selectboard meet
ing opened Tuesday with a larger 
group of residents in attendance to 
share their concerns about Ever
source Energy's herbicide spraying 
on power lines to manage growth. 

Tony Johnson, a manager at 
Eversource, and Jeff Burrell, who 
identified himself as an arborist 
with the company, were in atten
dance. Bul1'ell had responded to a 
member of the Board of Health that 
even though the town has a by-law 
banning the use of pesticides, the 
State has jurisdiction over the rights 
of way. 

Johnson stated the use of this par
ticular herbicide was approved by 
the state for being the least damag
ing to the environment and the most 
cost effective way of maintaining 
the land. 

Kmt Adams, of Old Mountain 
Road, shared his concerns about the 
herbicide used by the power compa
ny, which contains glyphosate, and 
claiming his concerns are broadly 
shared by Leverett residents. 

He pointed out that the World 

see LEVERETT page A? 

Freedom 
In The Air 
By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

STATE CHAMPIONS! 
.. ~\ IIIL od1das 

. 

The Turners Falls High School softball team celebrates their championship win. 

By MATT ROBINSON 

TURNERS FALLS-On Thurs
day, June 18, the Turners Falls Soft
ball Indians defeated the Central 
Mass Champions, the Hopedale 
Blue Raiders, 3-1. Two days later, 
on Satlll'day the 20th, they beat the 
Eastern Mass Champs, the Millis 
Mohawks, 5-3 to capture the D3 
State Title. 

For the Dynasty that is Turn
ers Falls, the 2015 State Champi
onship is one more plaque in the 
trophy case, one more medal on 
the metaphorical chest, and one 
more chance to prove that the little 

school on the banks of the Con
necticut River has earned a storied 
place in Massachusetts sports his
to1y. Turners Falls has played for 
the state title an unbelievable 13 
times and has won 7 times: 7 State 
Titles since 2004, an amazing feat. 

There have been many dynasties 
in spo1ts over the years. The Bos
ton Celtics won 11 championships 
in 13 years. The New York Yankees 
won 27 World Series in 110 years 
and the New England Patriots won 
3 Super Bowls in 4 years. 

But all these professional dy
nasties compete against a relatively 
small nmnber of opponents. And 

they have the luxmy of drafting 
and trading players and holding 
onto their best players. 

High school is different. All 
the kids are local. And eve1y year, 
you lose kids to graduation. Many 
times, the best players leave, leav
ing holes in the lineup and forcing 
coaches to rebuild year after year. 

Coach Ga1y Mullins will not 
take full credit, however. "What 
an amazing group of players and 
coaches I am so fo1tunate to have 
to work with through the softball 
program at Turners," he told me af
ter the Millis game. 

see SOFTBALL page A4 

School Reps 
Unable To 
Speak Freely 
By MARK HUDYMA 
and MIKE JACKSON 

GILL-MONTAGUE - At its 
Tuesday night meeting, the Gill
Montague school committee dis
cussed excess revenues, an ongoing 
search for a ti·easurer, and profes
sional development workshops for 
committee members. 

Tensions rose dlll'ing its last half 
holll', when member Ma1jorie Leven
son brought up an anonymous email 
sent to school committee members 
and the press last week alleging 
the administration inadequately re
sponded to revelations a school psy
chologist had a criminal record. 

David Pino, who the committee 
did not mention by name, pied no 
contest in 2012 to a misdemeanor 
"unlawful resti·aint" charge in Con
necticut - a plea deal after initial 
charges of second-degree sexual as
sault and voyelll'ism, according to 
the Hartford Courant. 

After his conviction, which car
ried a sentence of suspended jail 
time, community service and a year 
of probation, he resigned from his 
position as a school psychologist in 
Vernon, CT and later was hired to 
a similar position at Turners Falls 
High School. 

Superintendent Michael Sullivan 
has declined comment on whether 

see GMRSD page A6 

Different Name, Same Great Place 

The stunt plane that can Jrequent!J be seen ft.Jing daredevil 
maneuvers over Sunder/and - the on!J airspace neari:?J 

where pilots are allowed to indulge in this type of ft.Jing. 

By EDITE CUNHA. 

TURNERS FALLS -
The Turners Falls Women's 
Resource Center has recent
ly changed its name to the 
Montague Catholic Social 
Ministl-ies (MCSM) Wom
en's Center, but behind its 
unassuming b11ck fa~ade on 
Third Street, it continues to 
be the same great place it has 
always been. 

A smiling Christine Diani sits next to Andrea Sears, Jami!J support 
worker at MCSM, at a recent potluck at the Women} Center. 

TURNERS FALLS- This 
past Saturday morning the 
sky was mostly clear and the 
wind was gentle. As the day 
unfolded, the usually tranquil 
dome of sky over Montague 
began to ring with the vibrat
ing drone of small piston-en
gine aircraft descending on 
the airport from all over the 
region. It was a good day to 
fly for the first day ofTm11ers 
Falls Aviation Weekend. 

heyday, like that of many of As the sole producer of this 
the economic and social in- materiel, GTD and the air-

The MCSM Women's 
Center now offers drop-in 
open homs on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays between 10 a m. 
and 1 pm. 

On Fridays there are a 
variety of scheduled classes, 
which in the past have in
cluded computer literacy, 
mosaic, collage, writing, and 
Reiki training. An upcoming 
class, designed and facilitat
ed by Women's Center pro
gram coordinator Christine 
Diani, will have participants 
designing and building their 
own simple websites. 

Institute for New Directions 
(MIND) group, which meets 
for twelve weeks. Even wom
en who don't know what their 
next step should be may join 
MIND in order to find their 
direction. 

its inception in 2001, the pro
gram has kept tlue to its mis
sion, developing a successful 
histo1y of providing info1ma
tion, suppo1t, networking and 
empowerment opp01tunities 
to its pa1ticipants. 

According to Ga1y Collins, 
vice chair of Montague's air
p01t commission, the airfield 
that became Turners Falls 
Airpo1t was constlucted in 
1936 by the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). Its 

stitutions of our time, lasted 
for a few decades in the mid
dle of the last centu1y. 

Dlll'ing World War II, 
Greenfield Tap & Die used 
it to airlift bearings that were 
used in airplanes and tanks. 

A Cozy IV kit airplane, designed by Nat Pu.ffar. The Cozy was 
derived from the Rutan Long-EZ. Note the 1970s space-age aesthetic. 

po1t were ve1y impo1tant to 
the war effort. 

Collins also explained that 
for a period of time in the 
postwar years, commercial 
passenger flights flew out of 
Tm11ers Falls. On a build
ing that now appears to be 
a paint-peeled, abandoned 
shed once stood a manned 
control tower. 

Today the airp01t is un
controlled, and pilots take off 
and land at will. 

While the airport is now 
mostly used by individuals 
with their own small aircraft, 
the state police and Life
Flight use the airp01t as a 
base, and the Franklin Coun
ty Radio Control Club meets 
here twice a week. Bill Cos
by frequently flies out in his 
Pilatus turboprop, the largest 

see FLYING page AS 

Women may also enroll in 
the Skills Opportunity Action 
and Recognition Program 
(SOAR), a training program 
which helps them build con
fidence through development 
of new skills, and through 
the recognition of skills and 
abilities they already have. 

Those ready to take the 
next step, be it returning to 
school, re-entering the work
force, or sta1ting a small busi
ness, can join the Montague 

The center also maintains 
a free clothes closet and book 
lending libra1y, as well as a 
"nook" where visitors can 
find household goods they 
might need. And there are 
potlucks, the next one to be 
held on July 21 dm-ing regu
lar open hours, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

The MCSM Women's 
Center drop-in hours and 
other offerings have devel
oped organically over the 
years in response to the ex
pressed needs of community 
women, according to Diani, 
who began by providing the 
a1ts and crafts oppo1tunities 
that women asked for. Since 

Along with the recent 
name change, drop-in hours 
have also been reduced from 
three to two days in order to 
accommodate a new program 
for yom1ger mothers of small 
children. These women have 
not been attracted by the 
Women's Center, according 
to Susan Mareneck, execu
tive director ofMCSM. 

This new Thursday 
program, to be facilitated 
by Taiyn Valdez, MCSM's 
basic needs coordinator, will 
provide drop-in respite for 
mothers with young children. 
Children will be provided 
with early literacy education 

see CENTER page A3 
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Freedom From 
Historical Fact? 

The Confederate flag stood for 
black slavery in 1860; it stands 
today for slavery of black and 
white and it is ready to support 
slavery of black, white, brown and 
yellow, whenever and wherever 
the Lords of private profit call, in 
Europe, Africa or Asia. 

W.E.B. Du.Bois, 1952 

The first website I came to 
was the Council of Conservative 
Citizens.... Well someone has to 
have the bravery to take it to the 
real world, and I guess that has 
to be me. 

Dylann Roof, 2015 

The murders of nine black 
churchgoers this week in Charles
ton, South Carolina by a young 
white nationalist brought the coun
hy to a halt and have, for a time, 
refocused the strained "conversa
tion" about race and racism in an 
unexpected direction. 

On Monday, South Carolina 
governor Nikki Haley announced 
that in the wake of the attack, her 
position on the meaning of the bat
tle flag of the Confederacy, which 
still flies above her state's capitol, 
had changed, and she added hers 
to the clamor of voices calling for 
its removal. Retailers including 
Amazon, eBay and WalMart are 
discontinuing sales of the flag. 

It seemed that the killer, 
Dylann Roof, had posted a hate
ful manifesto online, along with 
pictures of his dead-eyed self with 
the Stars and Bars. 

The suit-and-tie white suprem
acist organization Roof credited in 
his text publicly distanced itself 
from him, and several Republican 
candidates for the presidency an
nounced that, in tum, they would 
be returning campaign contribu
tions from said organization. 

Amid the prayers, the protests 
and expressions of anguish and 
fmstration we hear the widespread 
sound of hand-washing. 

It's easier to take down a piece 
of fabric than to restore the lives of 
the murdered - Myra Thompson; 
Tywanza Sanders; Cynthia Hurd; 
Ethel Lee Lance; Susie Jackson; 
Daniel Simmons; Sharonda Sin
gleton; DePayne Middleton-Doc
tor; and Clementa Pinckney. 

And it won't stop the next at
tack. Roof, it should be noted, 
also honored the flags of two oth
er white-minority political move
ments, Rhodesia and apaitheid
era South Africa, long after they 
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were flown over any government 
buildings. 

But it's an impo1tant gesture of 
good faith to acknowledge that to 
many - opponents and enthusiasts 
alike - this flag represents a racial 
order, and that it belongs in a 
museum. 

We aren't saying that eve1yone 
who adopts the symbol is racist for 
doing so. Rappers Ludacris, A$AP 
Rocky and Kanye West have all 
appropriated it for their own rea
sons in recent years, for example. 
Many white people who feel they 
ai·e opposed to racism may nev
e1theless say they display it to 
express regional affinity with the 
South, or a preference for states' 
political rights over those accord
ed to the federal government. 

But it's not a magnolia blos
som, a mockingbird or a riverboat, 
and if they're not racist, they're at 
least foolish to choose it for those 
ends. It was the banner ca.tried by 
those who waged a four-yeai· war 
of secession avowedly to prese1ve 
chattel slavery and economic 
white supremacy, a movement 
whose constitution even enshrined 
human slave1y. 

It was chosen deliberately and 
flown proudly by the Klan, by the 
segregationist Dixiecrats of our 
grandpai·ents' generation, and by 
groups like the Council of Con
servative Citizens today. If one 
outcome of our hol1'ified self-re
flection in the wake oflast week's 
massacre is that we are finally em
ba1nssed enough to put the thing 
away, good. 

But while we're on the sub
ject... Why do we see it around 
Franklin County, Massachusetts in 
2015? Why does the black pickup 
in a Turners Falls Road driveway 
cany the flag? 

Why does that minivan pai·ked 
last month outside Second Street 
Bake1y bear the logo on its front 
license plate? Why was it on the 
T-shirt of a high school student 
volunteering to build a playground 
at Unity Park? Why does a ce1tain 
resident of Gill fly the Confederate 
battle flag on his Main Street lawn? 
What do his neighbors think, and 
what conversations have they had 
with him about it? 

Why did the Colle Opera House 
display a large Stars and Bars in 
its windows in 1973 when it was 
the Renaissance Community head
qua1ters? For that matter, why did 
community leader Michael Mete
lica adopt the symbol and even nm 
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NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATION 

letters to ;? the Editors 

Former Rep. Denise Andrews' Testimony at 
the DPU Hearing on the Gas Pipeline 

Thank you to the DPU for being in Western Mass to 
gather knowledge and input from citizens on the Kinder 
Morgan Pipeline and Berkshire Gas Companies request 
for additional capacity. 

Massachusetts leads in democracy and government 
only when government leaders se1ve the people and not 
special interest and companies. 

Our government is to be of, for and by the people and 
there is a growing consensus and will that we in Massa
chusetts do not need or want expansion of pipelines for 
fracked natural gas for export or domestic use and that 
we do want to continue to lead in reduced consump
tion, conse1vation, green technologies and sound and 
respectful energy, environmental, and property rights 
policies and practices. 

I and others ai·e asking the DPU to deny approval of 
Berkshire Gas Company's request simply because: 

1. There is not a proven validated domestic need 
for increasing capacity. Energy consumption is project
ed to be flat through 2024 (ISO-New England: ''when 
projected EE savings ai·e factored in, energy consump
tion over the next decade remains essentially flat and 
growth in peak demand is dampened") . 

2. We desire to address our domestic energy needs 
in a more responsible and sustainable way through re
duced consumption, green energy and conse1vation and 
desire other states and count11es also choose these so
lutions. These choices and solutions will better se1ve 
clll1'ent and future generations. 

3. We also desire to: 
1ninimize our environmental impact 

honor our leading work and established com-
1nitinents in conse1vation and open space stewardship 

and to respect individuals' property 11ghts. 
We know after extensive engagement and reseai·ch 

that the proposed pipeline is not the best choice and 
does not meet our desires. 

Additionally, two points, first, prior to any additional 
infrastmcture approval, existing infrastmcture inef
ficiencies (i.e. leaks) must be addressed as pa.it of an 
overall responsible energy solution. Harvai·d Universi
ty's latest study completed this past Janua1y on leaks 
just in the Boston region estunated gas leaks in the 
amount equal to 15 Bcf annually. 

Second, there appeai·s to be ve1y inaccurate data and 
potentially manipulated data and practice occunmg in 
setting energy supply models, sourcing and recent elec
trical p11ces/rates. We look to you, DPU, to continue 
to hold all companies to the standai·ds that are in the 
best interest and in the desire and of the will of us, the 
citizens. 

In closing, we thank you DPU again for being here 
and soliciting broad citizen input. 

I and we ai·e asking you to hear and se1ve us, the 
people of Massachusetts, and to deny approval for 
Berkshire Gas Company's request and any requests that 
allow the unneeded and unwanted of the Kinder Mor
gan/TOP/NED project. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Denise Andrews 

Orange 

ai·otmd town in matching Confed
erate flag shuts and bell-bottoms? 

Kostanski's Legacy at GCC 

We all know why - it's become 
a sort of pirate flag for white 
people, a visual icon of watered
down mutiny found clustered with 
Hai'leys and blue jeans and good 
Southem-foed rock and Yosemite 
Sam. We don't dispute that, and 
we don't unagine the next lone
wolf te1rnrist attack will be pre
vented by a more-universal tut
tutting at the symbol. 

The more interesting question 
is not which interpretation is more 
valid, but why, 150 years on, we 
live in a counhy in which the same 
image is used by some to endorse 
slave1y, segregation and shameful 
violence - and by others to express 
their desire for freedom. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

Much has been said and written 
about former State Representative 
Walter Kostanski since his death 
last week at age 91. 

And 11ghtly so. Few people con
tribute as much to improving the 
quality of life in their community 
as Walter. Fewer still leave a lega
cy that spans generations. 

Among his innumerable achieve
ments in the Legislature, arguably 
his most significant was the leader
ship role he played in the founding 
of Greenfield Community College 
in 1962. 

At that tune, community col
leges were being established in the 
more populated ai·eas of our Com
monwealth. It was Walter's vision, 
his passion and persistence, that 

helped open the door to higher edu
cation for the residents of our most 
mral county. 

Now GCC is widely recognized 
as one of the finest institutions of 
higher learning in our state, and has 
been, and will continue to be, the 
pathway to opportunity for scores 
of individuals and their families. 

Walter Kostanski was an exem
plaiy public se1vant, and for that he 
should always be remembered. 

Walter was also the father of 
Greenfield Community College, 
and for that he should never be for
gotten. 

Sincerely, 
Stan Rosenberg 

State Senator (D-Amherst) 
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anyone in the audience. 
This is ai1 interactive pa1ticipa

tion event, as perhaps some folks 
directly involved will come to share 
their stories and experiences. 

dell, Massachusetts, Its Settlers 
and Citizenry, 1752-1900," written 
by Wendell resident Pam Richard
son, at the Wendell Free Libra1y on 
July 1 at 7 p m. All are invited, and 
books will be available for sale. 

\..\VE IN 
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The Gill/Montague Regional 
Schools free summer meals pro
gram starts June 29. Sites include 
Sheffield Elementaiy School, the 
Tmners Falls High School/Great 
Falls Middle School cafeteria, and 
Unity Park. 

Wendell is one of the few towns 
in Massachusetts that has not - m1-
til now - had a written histo1y of its 
own. 

MONTAGUE? 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Come check out the newly or
ganized used book room at the 
Carnegie Libra1y in Turners Falls 
on Saturday, June 27, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Thousands of preso1ted books 
will be available for $3 a bag. 
DVDs, CDs, and audio books will 
be $1 each. All proceeds go to the 
Friends of the Montague Public Li
braries. 

Also at the Carnegie on Saturday, 
enjoy "Ladybug Lore & Dragonfly 
Tales" with naturalist Dawn Maivin 
Wai·d at 10:30 a.m .. 

Join in for a hands-on nature 
program about some favorite in-

sects. Find out why they are con
sidered good luck. Designed for 
young children up to age 8 and 
their caregivers. 

Leai11 some local histo1y with 
an audio-visual presentation of the 
Meridian Street landslide, which 
occmred in Greenfield in 2011, at the 
Truner Falls Branch of the Greenfield 
Savings Bank on Saturday, Jm1e 27 
from 10 to 11 :30 am. 

Witness firsthand the power of 
Mother Nature and the challenges 
she brings during and after such an 
event. 

Presenter Ed Gregory is well 
known for his professionalism and 
documentation of historical events. 
The presentation will not disappoint 

Breakfast will be se1ved from 8 
to 9 a.m., and lunches from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday. The meals will continue 
through August 14. 

Bringing back those classic cai·s 
at "Cruz Night" on Wednesday, 
July 1, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Norman 
Circle, Tmners Falls, just across 
from Rubin's Auto on Millers Falls 
Road. 

Check out Hot Rods, Classics, 
and Antique Cai·s. Food and bever
ages available. 

There will be a reading of"Wen-

Richardson used notes made by 
a l 9th-centmy resident of the town 
as a prima1y source for her book and 
she has supplemented that inf01ma
tion with much of her own research. 
The result provides the modem 
reader with a palpable sense of this 
New England hilltown's past. 

Montague Against the Pipeline 
will meet Thursday, July 2, at 7 p.m. 
at public safety building, 180 Tm11-
pike Road, Tm11ers Falls. 

Montague is not only affected by 
the Berkshire Gas moratorimn, but 
it is also in the path of the pipeline 
right through our Plains ai·ea. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

A NOTE FROM THE MANAS/NB EDITOR: Town ot Erving seeking 
Summer is upon us. 
Since the Reporter '.s' first smnmer 

in 2003 we have taken our readers' 
pennission to settle into a biweekly 
publication schedule during July 
and August. 

This year, there will be no 
publication on any of the following 
Thursdays: July 16; July 30; August 
13; or August 27. 

Next week's edition, July 2, may 
be a special one, so in te1ms of our 
regulai· performance as a newspa
per, we are effectively lapsing into 
biweekly mode as of the issue you 
clutch at present. Cherish it. 

This spring's capital campaign 
grossed the Reporter just over 

CENTER from page A 1 

and care in MCSM's Family Center 
(78 Avenue A) during those hours 
each week, while their mothers have 
a moment for friendship and sup
p01t in the Women's Center around 
the comer on Third Street. 

The two centers are internally 
connected, so that moms and chil
dren ai·e in close proximity during 
their stay. 

In addressing the need for the 
name change, Mareneck says, 
"People have been confused about 
MCSM as an organization. The 
agency grew out of concerns in the 
mid-l 990s when the commmlity 
had the highest rate of domestic vio
lence per capita in the state. Two lo
cal priests invited the Sisters of St. 
Joseph to come in and strut a play
group at the then St. Ann's Church 
on Sixth Street. 

"Eve1ything MCSM offers has 
grown from that, including the 
Women's Center." 

The sisters began asking the 
families who came to play group 
what they needed in the commu
nity. Programs were created: The 
Gill-Montague Family Center; the 
Turners Falls Women's Center. 
They had different names, but all 
were under MCSM's umbrella. The 
Women's Center name change was 
necessaiy in order to simplify and 
clarify the agencies' reach overall, 
according to Mareneck. 

"There are many doors to walk 
through here," said Mai·eneck. 
"Women who need help, but don't 
feel comfo1table walking into the 
Women's Center, [may] go to the 

$9,000, much of which we will use 
for web developmentatmontaguere
porter.01g. Thank you! The web 
development is likely to take some 
time, so we ask your patience. 

We expect it to come in two major 
steps. The first will aim to increase 
the usefulness of the existing site. 
In the longer run we hope to make 
our digital archives available to our 
readers, and tricky decisions about 
how we will do that affect choices 
we make at the outset. 

We plan to use some of our free 
time this summer to get those proj
ects rolling. But we also plan to 
catch up on sleep and maybe go 
swimming a little. 

Family Center for playgroup and 
ask for help with violence, then go 
into the next doo1way, for the Emer
gency Basic Needs Program." 

MCSM's 1lllss10n statement 
reads: "Montague Catholic Social 
Ministries nurtures connections, 
resilience and self-sufficiency in 
Franklin County families through 
preventative strength-based sup
po1t, education, leadership develop
ment and empowerment." 

If the agency is to be judged 
by the accomplishments of the 
Women's Center alone, it is cer
tainly successful on all counts. 
The MCSM Women's Center pro
vides information and networking 
to community women in need of 
services by nmturing connections 
to and working closely with its 
sister programs, as well as with 
New England Leaming Center for 
Women in Transition (NELCWIT), 
Community Crisis Response Team 
and other local agencies. 

As an example, last year, the 
center pa1tnered with NELCWIT, 
Greenfield Collllnunity College, 
and Seeds of Solidarity Frum 
in Orange on a three-yeai· grant 
proposal to the Women's Fund of 
Western Massachusetts to garner 
funds for a program designed to 
help women achieve food security 
and self-sufficiency. 

In the first phase of the program, 
pa1ticipants worked with Deb 
Habib from Seeds of Solidarity to 
create a raised organic garden in 
Greenfield, at the NELCWIT site 
on Main Street. 

A futme phase will have paitici-

SENIOR/COMMUNITY CENTER 
MAINTENANCE / CUSTODIAL POSITION 

tor 19.5 hours a week. 

Tilis position is non-benefits year arom1d. Range of pay $13.23 to $21.17 / 
hourly. Tilis position is for the maintenance and custodial work for the 

Senior/ ConunWlity building and sm-rom1ding grom1ds. Responsible for daily 
interior cleaning, maintenance and minor repairs. Exterior upkeep including 
but not limited to grass mowing, trimming, plantings etc. Seasonally snow 

blow, salt & sand walkways keeping building entrances clear. Flexible, 
detailed, well organized and the ability to develop and up-date maintenance 

records and supply forms. Basic computer knowledge helpful. 

For Job description&. application contact Town of Erving, 12 East Main 
Street, Erving, MA 01344 at (413) 422-2800 x 100 or download 

application/job description at www.erving-ma.org. 
Application deadline is July 6, 2015 or until the position is filled. 

The Town of Erving is an AA/EOE employer. 

pants learning, through hands-on 
experience, about food preservation 
ai1d storage here in Tm11ers Falls. 
They will also work with professors 
from GCC to learn about food and 
fa1m cooperatives, and the design 
ai1d installation of pe1maculture 
gai·dens. Pa1ticipants will install 
gai·dens in the community gai·den 
spaces at Unity Park. 

"It's a wonde1ful program which 
also fulfills our goal of bringing 
classes out into the community," 
said Diani. 

The Garden Project pa1tnership 
has just received an additional grant 
from the Women's Fund, which will 
enable them to make this offering 
more accessible to a wider range of 
people by providing transpo1tation, 
translation and childcare to Gai·den 
Project pa1ticipants. 

As for the remainder of the mis
sion, perhaps the most shining ex
ample is the Women's Center Skills 
Oppo1tunity Action ai1d Recogni
tion (SOAR) program mentioned at 
the beginning of the a1ticle. 

"One of the major tools used in 
SOAR is brainsto1ming," says pro
gram coordinator Diani. "The ideas 
come from the pa1ticipants them
selves and through that process, 
they can see their own skills and 
strengths mai1ifesting. This really 
helps women to recognize abilities 
they already have, and they get new 
confidence from this recognition. 
It's ve1y empowering." 

Women who complete the eight
week SOAR program are then in
vited to develop and lead their own 
classes at the center, m1der the ini-

tial guidance of Diani. SOAR grad
uates have successfully led popular 
workshops such as a twelve-week 
session based on Julia Cameron's 
book The Artist'.s' Way. 

Upcoming offerings will in
clude a two-day collage workshop 
offered by SOAR graduate Nila 
Patterson on July 17 and 24. A six
week Writing for Healing group is 
also being planned. 

Dropping in during open hours 
one recent morning, this rep01ter 
finds a half-dozen women sitting 
around the large oval table in the 
center of the large, chee1y room. 

One embroiders beautiful cross
stitched patterns of her own design 
on colo1ful squares of checked fab
ric. Another leafs through a maga
zine while sipping her cup of tea. 
At the back, two women work at 
computers. 

Someone drops in to look through 
the free clothes closet neatly tucked 
away in one comer. At the table, 
conversation is lively and conviv
ial, sometimes verging on cunent 
affairs and local happenings that 
quicken the pulse. But the overall 
atmosphere remains calm and com
fo1table. This is a safe and welcom
ing place. It is meant to be. 

The MCSM Women's Center is 
at 41 Third Street, next to the Five
Eyed Fox. For program info1mation, 
call MCSM Women's Center 
program coordinator Christine 
Diani at (413) 863-4804 x 1003, 
or check the MCSM website at 
mcsmcommunity. org. 
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• System 2000 
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“It is extremely humbling to me 
that I can be part of this phenomenal 
group of people.”

TFHS 3 – Hopedale 1
The Indians defeated the Cen-

tral Mass Champions, the Hopedale 
Blue Raiders, 3-1 last Thursday. The 
victory propelled Blue into the State 
finals against the Millis Mohawks.

The Powerhouse that is Hope-
dale came into the game after sweep-
ing aside all Central Massachusetts 
competition and they weren’t about 
to let this opportunity slip through 
their fingers. 

The Raiders came into the game 
determined to upend the mighty 
Indians and came out swinging 
and scoring in the very first in-
ning. But they were facing a team 
rife with experience, skill and just 
a little bit of luck.

Three pitches into the game, 
Mackenzie Phillips chalked her first 
strikeout: 3 pitches, 3 strikes and 1 
down. Mack proceeded to blaze 2 
strikes on the second batter but a 
well-placed pop into shallow center 
put a Raider on base. 

The runner advanced to third 
on a right field slice and Hope-
dale had men on the corners with 
1 out. The next batter popped the 
ball straight up and Mack called 
everybody off and made the out 
herself. 2 outs, 2 on. 

Then a hard ground ball went 
through the infield into left field 
and Hopedale was on the board. It 
wasn’t an earned run, because an er-
ror was called, but the Tribe found 
themselves down by 1 with two 
men still on base. 

Hopedale got another hit but 
the runners were checked and no 
one scored. No one scored but 
the bases were now loaded. Then 
Mackenzie blazed up her “nun-
chuck fire” and the last Raider 
went down swinging.

In the Tribe’s half of the first, 
Mackenzie Salls came out swinging. 
With an 0-2 count, Sallsy cracked a 
boomer over the centerfielder’s head 
for a standup double. Jenna Putala 
placed a fly to the centerfielder and 
Sallsy tagged-up and went to third. 

Amber Caouette came to the 
plate with the intention of getting 
Sallsy home, but she didn’t have 
to do anything. She simply took 
a ball and then got out of the way 
of a wild pitch. When Coach Sully 
and Mackenzie saw that the ball 
was lost, Mackenzie charged down 
the line and scored the first Indian 
run. And after one, the score was 
tied at 1.

Mack P. began the second in-
ning where she left off in the first 
by striking out the first batter. But 
the second Raider kept fouling off 
pitches until she took a full-count 
walk. A fielder’s choice got the run-
ner to second and a missed throw 
got her to third. 

Suddenly, Hopedale was poised 
to take the lead right back. But with 
2 outs, Mack only had to get the bat-
ter. And she did. Another swinging 
K and the side was retired.

Phillips led off for Powertown in 
the Tribe’s second and she reached 
base on an error. Courtesy Runner, 
Maddy Johnson came in for Mack. 
Maddy was forced out on a fielder’s 
choice but Melissa Hersey beat the 
throw to first to prevent the double 
play. Haley Whipple reached on a 
base-on-balls, but Turners was un-
able to take advantage and after 2 
full, the game was still knotted at 1.

Hopedale went 1-2-3 in the top 
of the third. Jenna made a scoop 
catch, inches off the ground for the 

first out, Mackenzie S took a high 
infield popup for the second and 
Mackenzie P fielded a grounder for 
the last out. 

In the Indian third, Powertown’s 
top of the order came to the plate. 
Sallsy led off with a hard shot to 
center and settled for a single. 

And 200+ feet later, J. P. broke 
the tie. Putala parked a homer over 
the centerfield wall and she and 
Mackenzie trotted home to the 
high-fives of their teammates and to 
the cheers of the Blue Nation. 

Caouette kept the hitting rally 
going by dropping a fly into center. 
Mackenzie P chopped a grounder 
and reached first but Amber was 
called out at second. Maddy J. 
once again took the base for Mack. 
She stole second, but was stranded 
there, and after 3 full, the Tribe 
was up 3-1.

Mack needed only 10 pitches to 
retire the side in the fourth. 1 ball 
and 9 strikes for 3 strikeouts and 
that’s all she wrote. In the bottom 
of the fourth, Nicole John came to 
the plate as a pinch hitter and drew 
a walk. 

Whipple reached first on a field-
er’s choice but Nicole was called 
out at second. Whip stole second 
and Turners had another runner 
in scoring position. A fly to shal-
low right kept her on second and a 
warning track shot by Salls ended 
the inning.

Hopedale again went 1-2-3 in 
the fifth. A swinging K, a bunt at-
tempt thrown to Jenna, who was 
covering first base and a grounder 
to Jordan Meattey. In the bottom 
of the inning, Turners also went 
1-2-3 and after five full, the score 
remained 3-1 and Hopedale was 
down to 2 at-bats.

Turners shut down the first 2 
batters in the sixth but the third bat-
ter reached on an off-the-glove hit. 
The next batter fouled off Mack’s 
first pitch for a strike. 

That’s when the Tribe called a 
timeout. The fielders gathered at 
the circle and after some discus-
sion, play resumed. The gravity of 
the situation was evident for the 
fans as well as the players. 

The tying run was at the plate 
in a very low-scoring game, but 
there were 2 outs and 1 strike. Then 
2 strikes. The batter chopped the 
next pitch off, but Mack burned the 
next pitch past the swinging bat and 
Turners was out of the inning, hold-
ing a precarious 2-run lead.

In the bottom of the sixth, Mack-
enzie P reached base on an error and 
was again relieved by courtesy run-
ner Maddy J. Jordyn Fiske clapped 
a warning track fly but Maddy was 
not tagged-up and had to retreat 
back to first. Maddy then flew to 
second on a steal attempt. 

The pickoff throw went into the 
outfield and Maddy didn’t slow 
down until she reached third. The 
catcher caught the second out and a 
grounder retired the side and Turn-
ers Falls was 3 outs away from the 
State finals.

Mack fired two swinging strike-
outs and the third batter shanked a 
high foul which sailed toward the 
first base dugout. Sallsy raced for 
it put out her mitt and caught it for 
the final out and the Turners Falls 
Softball Indians bought themselves 
2 more days. 

In the Circle, Phillips clocked 11 
strikeouts, gave 1 base-on-balls and 
allowed 4 hits. At the plate, Putala 
batted-in 2 runs on her Home Run. 
Salls had 2 hits, scored 2 runs and 
banged a double. Caouette account-
ed for the other hit, and John and 
Whipple both drew walks. 

TFHS 5 – Millis 3
Two days later, Turners played 

the Millis Mohawks for the Massa-
chusetts D3 Crown. 

The game began like some of 
the other championship games had. 
Stash Koscinski once again threw 
out the first pitch, and Melissa 
Hersey once again sang the Nation-
al Anthem. 

But something was a little differ-
ent. There was nervousness in the 
stands, and a sense of finality. The 
True Blue fans were sitting on the 
edge of their seats clenching their 
programs and quietly reacting to 
every single pitch.

Turners was the designated home 
team and took the field first. The 
first Mohawk batter tried to bunt but 
it popped high, right into the glove 
of third baseman Amber Caouette. 
Ace Mackenzie Phillips struckout 
the next Mohawk, blazing her “nun-
chuck fire” past the swinging bat. 

But the third batter cracked a 
huge triple into right center. Blue 
was now facing a man at third but 
they had faced this situation before. 
Two outs, man threatening at third. 

Mack fired 2 strikes and suddenly 
she was ahead 0-2. A free pitch. The 
batter swung for it and missed, and 
the Blue Tribe had kept the Maroon 

Mohawks off the scoreboard. 
In the bottom of the first, Turners 

was kept hitless. Jenna Putala was 
the only Blue baserunner, but she 
reached on a ground ball error.

Millis went 1-2-3 in the top of 
the second: a fly to Nicole John, and 
2 swinging Ks. 

In the Blue second, Turners was 
finally hitting the ball out of the in-
field. Mackenzie P hit the ball to the 
leftfielder for the first out. 

Nicole J. hit a hard fly to center, 
but it was too high, and the fielder 
had time to chase it down for the 
second out. Jordyn Fiske became 
the second Turners’ baserunner 
when she was walked but she was 
called out at second on a Haley 
Whipple grounder. And it was a 
scoreless tie after 2.

Turners got 2 quick outs in the 
top of the third: a bunt fielded by 
Mackenzie Salls and thrown to 
Jenna who was covering first, and 
a grounder to the mound. 

The next Maroon batter, how-
ever, reached on a hit-batsman call. 
And with that baserunner, Millis 
executed a 2-out rally. A booming 
double sent the runner home and 
another base hit put the second run 
across. 

Coach Mullins called a confer-
ence. He’s been in this situation 
before, and he knows his players. 
When play resumed, Mack got 
out of the inning with a 4-pitch 
strikeout. 

But the damage had been done 
and Millis was leading 2-0 after 2 
and a half. 

Turners did their best to try to 
even the score in the bottom of the 
third but they couldn’t buy a hit. Af-
ter a 1-out grounder, Sallsy came to 
the plate. She cracked a right field 
shot, but the ball was hit too high. 
Putala smashed a hard and fast shot 
to left field. The fielder didn’t have 
time to move, but she didn’t need 
to. The ball was shot directly at her 
for the third out.

Mackenzie S executed the first 
two outs in the Mohawk fourth. 
She stopped a grounder and tagged 
the batter in the baseline for 1 out. 
The second hit was shot directly to 
her. Sallsy simply had to step on the 
base. 

Mack P walked the next Mohawk 
and blazed another swinging strike-
out to retire the side. 

In the Blue fourth, Amber Caou-
ette reached first on an error, just 

SOFTBALL from page a1

see SOFTBALL next page

Mackenzie Phillips strikes out the leadoff  batter in the fifth inning of  Turners’ June 18 semifinal matchup against Hopedale.
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I Make 
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SOFTBALL from prev. page 
beating the throw. She reached sec
ond on a Mackenzie Phillips field
er's choice and stole third. 

game. As Sallsy was taking strikes 
and the fielders were watching 
the baserunners, a pitch went past 
the catcher and Sully sent Haley 
home. 

Millis was now down to their 
last 3 outs. Blue went 1-2-3 in the 
bottom of the sixth, leaving the 
game, and the State Title, in the 
hands of their defense. 

What a Season! 
But the no-hit d1y spell contin

ued, and Amber had to jog back to 
the dugout for her glove before tak
ing her place in the field. The game 
was more than half over, and Blue 
was down 2-0 with no answer for 
the Mohawk pitcher. 

Mack struck out the first batter 
in the top of the fifth. The second 
attempted to bunt. Both she and 
Sallsy ran toward the ball while 
Jenna covered first. 

Mackenzie P got to the ball first 
and threw it to Jenna for the sec
ond out. The count went full on the 
third batter and when she swung 
at the next pitch, she missed and 
Powertown came to the plate down 
by 2. 

In the bottom of the fifth inning, 
the drought ended. Fiske led off 
with a base hit into rightfield and 
just like that, the Blue Tribe re
corded their first hit of the game. 
Better late than never. 

Haley Whipple followed with 
a stand-up double, and the base 
coaches waved Jordyn home. 

Suddenly, all those Blue fans, 
who had cautiously waited in their 
seats, were now on their feet, arms 
raised and mouths cheering. It was 
more than Millis could take. They 
were getting rattled, and their coach 
called a timeout to tly to settle his 
team. 

Jordan Meattey came to the 
plate next. She clapped a base hit, 
sending Whip to third. 

"Top of the Order," Blue fans 
called to the fielders as Mackenzie 
Salls came to the plate. And as the 
pitcher was concentrating on Sall
sy, Jordan stole second. 

Ed Marvell and Mark Sullivan 
are phenomenal base coaches. 
Throughout the season, they've 
been able to read defenses, com
municate with each other and prod 
hesitant baserunners to take chanc
es or hold up or fake a steal. 

Then Whip stole home to tie the 

FLYING from pg A1 

plane to regulai·ly use the airpo1t. 
There are two main makes of 

private aircraft in America, and 
they both had strong presences at 
the fly-in. The first, Cessna, builds 
their planes in Wichita, Kansas. 
In attendance was a sharp-look
ing 1978 Cessna 152, white with 
swooping orange trim, that looked 
like it could fit inside my bed
room. 

It was 24 feet long, with a 33-
foot wingspan, and its 110-hp en
gine maxes out at 127 mph. A pilot 
standing nearby related that one 
could purchase this aircraft for 
$25,000. 

The other major manufacturer is 
Piper Aircraft, whose facto1y is in 
Vero Beach, Florida. 

It seemed like the largest group 
of paiticipants in the fly-in were 
members of the Experimental Air
craft Association (EAA). These 
obsessed people build their own 
airplanes from kits, often in their 
own garages. 

Bmt Rutan made the first DIY 
airplane kit in the late 1960s, and 
has continued to make the most 
popular designs to this day. Rutan 
is also famous for engineering and 
building Voyager, the first plane to 
fly ai·ound the world non-stop. 

Since the tum of the millennium, 
Rutan famously won the Ansari X 
Prize for building SpaceShipOne, 
the first privately designed, built, 

And just like that, it was a new 
game. Jenna Putala came to the 
plate next and put Powertown up 
for good. J. P. placed a hard hit 
into the outfield and Jordan came 
around to score. The throw was to 
home, so Jenna went to second. 

Then she stole third. Then she 
stole home, and the Tribe was up, 
4-2. 

Mohawk recorded their second 
out when the center fielder caught 
a nice hit by Amber Caouette. But 
Powe1town wasn't done. Gabby 
Arzuaga found the wall but her hit 
was low so she settled for a stand
up triple. Abby Loynd came in for 
her as the comtesy nmner. 

Mackenzie P cracked a grounder 
into center, sending Abby home, 
and Blue took a 5-2 lead. 

Maddy Johnson replaced Mack 
on base. Nicole John banged a 
base hit sending Maddy to second. 
The inning finally ended with Jor
dyn Fiske cracking a high fly into 
the gap in right field. The fielder 
sprinted toward the ball and made 
a nmning catch. 

But the damage was done and 
Powe1town now led by 3 runs with 
Millis down to their last 2 at-bats. 

Millis is a great team - the best 
in Eastern Massachusetts - and they 
wouldn't go down without a fight. 
The leadoff man in the sixth inning 
crushed a boomer toward the warn
ing track, but Whip made the catch 
for the out. Mack P forced a popup 
to the circle for out number 2. 

Then Mack did something I 
haven't seen before. With two 
strikes on the batter, she shook off 
the call. Catcher Arzuaga looked at 
the dugout and then back at Mack. 

"Stay in it," the coaches called 
to their pitcher and she did. Mack 
fired a pitch down the banel and 
the batter swung at air. Mack was 
confident enough to pitch a strike 
on a 0-2 count, and it paid off. 

and financed flying machine to 
reach space. 

Rutan's kit planes first became 
available in the 1970s, basically 
just sets of plans that came with a 
four-piece plastic fuselage. Accord
ing to one maker-pilot I spoke with, 
back then builders would have to 
purchase the plastic for the wings 
and other pieces and cut them out 
themselves. One would drill all the 
holes and do all the rivets, as well 
as building and installing the engine 
and all the cockpit electronics. 

According to Tim Fannin of our 
local EAA chapter, most people 
take 5 to IO yeai·s to build their 
plane. A different pilot I spoke with 
took 17 years before his first flight. 

It was a kit plane, a Rutan Long 
EZ, that John Denver was piloting 
when he crashed and died in 1997. 
The National Transpo1tation and 
Safety Board did not fault the aero
dynamics of the craft, but instead a 
number of pilot e1rnrs and a defec
tive fuel valve. 

It is thought that Denver inad
ve1tently hit his right rudder ped
al while twisting to the left in his 
seat while he strnggled to operate 
the fuel selector valve, sending the 
plane out of control over Monterey 
Bay. 

(This is the same Pacific bay 
where my best friend's grandfather, 
a fishe1man told by his social work
er that he was too old and infirm to 
fish, was rammed by a whale while 

The first out was easy enough: a 
Meattey-to-Sallsy ground ball out. 
The next, however, was not so easy. 
That's when it could have all gone 
awry. An e1rnr gave Maroon a base 
nmner, and a hit gave them two. 

And with the tying run at the 
plate, the fielders called a confer
ence, and Mullins called an official 
timeout. He slowly walked to the 
circle and met with his Tribe. 

Millis would have none of that 
however. They rallied for another 
base hit, sending a nm home, put
ting a man at third and another on 
first. So the go-ahead run came to 
the plate with only I out. 

Again Mack was shaking off 
calls from Gabby. She had one ball 
and 2 strikes on the batter. She kept 
throwing strikes and the batter kept 
fouling them off until she didn't 
swing and was called out. 

2 outs, 2 on, 7th inning, cham
pionship game and the player who 
did all that damage was on deck. 
But there was a batter before her, 
and Turners only needed I more 
out. The count was 2 strikes and 
I ball and the batter fouled off an
other. Then she slammed a fly into 
right field. 

Jordyn Fiske eyed the ball, 
timed its descent, and used both 
hands to reel it in. And the Turners 
Falls Softball Indians won the D3 
MIAA State Title. 

The mood on the diamond was 
mixed. Exultation and relief min
gled with laughter and tears and 
nostalgic last hugs. And as the girls 
were laughing and c1ying and get
ting their pictures taken, Coach 
Mullins stood in the dugout by 
himself. 

Mullins had given his inter
views, accepted the congratula
tions and smiled for the cameras, 
but as the field crew was grooming 
the diamond for the next game he 
was just silently watching his girls 

willfully contradicting their pro
scription.) 

Rutan's kit planes ai·e easily 
identified by their distinctive "ca
nard" design, which places a small 
wing in front of the main wing. 
While this is not a new idea - the 
Wright Brothers' Flyer was a ca
nard biplane - Rutan's canard de
signs brought the idea back into 
populai·ity in private aviation. Ca
nards help provide lift and offer 
greater control and stability to their 
craft. 

Rutan's kit planes have an unde
niable futurist look. All the ones in 
attendance were bright, space-shut
tle white, with 270-degree bubble 
cockpits. They are propelled by 
rear-mounted "pusher" propellers, 
which allow the nose of the plane 
to be smoothly pointy, like that of 
a jet fighter. 

The EAA was at the fly-in offer
ing free flights to children through 
their Young Eagles program. Young 
Eagles is a nationwide program, 
at one time directed by Han-ison 
Ford, that seeks to teach and in
spire youth through aviation. It en
courages careers in aviation. 

Bill Uley, who teaches an avia
tion class through GCC, spoke with 
emotion about the value of the pro
gram: "It's the ride of their lives! 
It's so smooth and calm. It's the 
ride of their lives." 

Indeed, there were too many 
sometimes excited, sometimes stu-

By MATT ROBINSON 

Turners Falls' road to the crown 
was interesting. 

Powertown went 19-1 in the 
regular season. Their only loss 
was to Hampshire, 1-0. Turners re
venged the loss by beating them by 
the same score later in the season. 

Hampshire, by the way, won 
the D2 State Crown. 

It took seven games before the 
Tribe allowed its first run. In that 
seventh game, Athol managed 
to put up 3 runs to Powertown's 
13, and after the subsequent loss 
to Hampshire and a 16-1 victo1y 
against Pioneer, the run-tally was 
108-5. 

Turners shut out their next 6 
opponents and finished the sea
son against 6 top-twenty teams. 
By the time the playoffs rolled 
around, Turners had outscored 
their opponents 207-11. 

In the playoffs, against the 

as they celebrated. 
"At the cmTent time, the thoughts 

and emotions that are circulating in 
my little brain are hard to so1t out," 
he told me on Sunday. "Whenever 
we have a chance to grab the top 
trophy I instantly think back to all 
the kids and coaches over the years 
that have made this possible." 

All of Powe1town's runs in the 
Championship came in the fifth 
inning. Fiske, Whipple, Meattey, 
Putala and Abby Loynd all scored 
in that inning. Phillips, Putala and 
Whipple batted them in. Seven dif
ferent Lady Indians, Arzuaga, Fiske, 
John, Meattey, Phillips, Putala, and 
Whipple clocked hits. 

Arzuaga bashed a ti·iple and 
Whipple crushed a double. Fiske 
drew the only walk. In the circle, 
Phillips blazed IO strikeouts, gave 

I base-on-balls and smTen-1•■.., 
dered 5 hits. ~ 

pefied children waiting by the nm
way for this conespondent to hitch 
a ride. In fact three attempts were 
made unsuccessfully to convince a 
pilot to bring me up in the name of 
journalism. It became the elephant 
in the room in many conversations 
I had with pilots. 

But what is so compelling about 
flight? Are the sensual feelings one 
experiences addictively unbeatable? 

Tim Fannin, a volunteer with 
Young Eagles, spoke on the sub
ject: "It's the best thing I've ever 
done. Freedom in the air. You're 
the pilot in command." 

I asked if there was anything he 
could compai·e it to. "Not that you 
could put in the paper," a witty by
stander cut in with. 

While I was unable to reach the 
higher planes (pun intended) during 
this event, a helpful EAA member 
informed me that there's another 
program, called Eagle Flights, that 
offers free flights to anyone who 
has interest. 

This was what I was looking for. 
I'd come to Aviation Weekend ex
pecting to find nothing of benefit to 
the non-winged majority, but had 
my assumptions proven wrong. I 
will return to the Turner Falls Air
port soon to receive a free introduc
tion to small plane aviation. 

More information on the Eagle 
Flights and Young Eagles pro
grams can be found at ,m. 1•■.., 
eaa.org. ~ 
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Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner 

Senior Nicole John at bat during 
the semifinal against Hopedale. 

best of the best, Turners Falls out
scored their opponents 52-5. 

With three key players graduat
ing, it's another rebuilding year for 
Gaiy Mullins and his Tribe. 

No draft picks, no trades - just 
a bunch of hometown girls, tiying 
to live up to the legacy that is the 
Turners Falls Softball Indians. 

The Montague 
Congregational Church 

4 North Street 

Strawberry 
Supper 

Saturday, June 27 
5:30 P.M. 

Baked stuff chicken breast, 
gravy, rice, salad, veggie, 

breads, coffee, tea, and milk 
Strawberry shortcake 

Adults $10 - Children under 10 $5 
Reservations: 367-2652 

Walk-ins as space allows - Call for takeout 

''Tl's Just a _stone's throto from re.hlll)•.' 

Groceries -Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer -Wine - Liquor 

MON -SAT 7-91 SUNDAY 8-8 
978-544-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

Eat In or Tale Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUBSADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

!ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTO BODY FRED HOLMGREN 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Piano Tuning & Repair 
Serving central New England 

for more than 35 years 

978-544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 



A6 

GMRSD from page A 1 

Pino was tenninated or resigned. 
The school committee could not 

legally discuss the case, either in open 
meeting or executive session, without 
the employee being present. 

And as no non-anonymous com
plaint had yet been brought to the 
committee concerning the achninis
tration, there was no safe legal way to 
discuss the issue as of Tuesday night, 
according to district counsel Adam 
Dupere. 

That didn't stop one member 
from hying. 

"I think I'm allowed to ask this 
question," Marjorie Levenson statted: 
''I'd like to know when the superin
tendent intends to address the public 
emails that many ofus received." 

Chair Sanch·a Brown defen-ed to 
Dupere as to when "the lawyers are 
comfottable with what we can tell the 
public." 

"I think I can do this without trip
ping things up, Adam," Sullivan in
tervened. ''Mfilje is saying she has 
received an email that has to do with 
personnel. . . . In fill open meeting, I 
wouldn't be able to say vety much 
about somebody's perf01mance, or 
even my response to it." 

"Or any complaints that fil'e made," 
Dupere added. 

"If that's insufficient," Sullivan 
continued, "then I would encourage 
you to do what you would need to do 

to have that be in executive session." 
Levenson said she felt the commit

tee needs to address concerns of resi
dents who have a "right to know." 

"Legally, you may not be able to 
do what you want to do," cautioned 
Dupere. 

"Could a citizen come fo1ward and 
say, Tm a parent, I feel threatened'?" 
Levenson asked. 

"Once they strut to identify any in
dividual, I think we have a problem," 
he responded. 

"People might complain to us about 
the superintendent," said Brown, "and 
then we would have fill executive 
session," following mandated open 
meeting law procedures. 

Member Jfil1e Oakes reminded 
the committee that under the Massa
chusetts Educational Refotm Act of 
1993, the school committee has hiring 
responsibility over top achninistra
tion, who in turn have responsibility 
over hiring the rest of staff, as well as 
responsibility over policy. 

Brown suggested revisiting the 
dish'ict's hiring guidelines. "We fil·e 
supposed to be oversight," she said. 

Member Joyce Phillips pointed out 
that by the disti'ict's established pro
cess, school committee members sit 
on sefil'd1 committees which vet can
didates for some positions. 

Levenson complained that these 
search committees don't take notes 
or rep01t back, and advocated for 
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"cettain guidelines," such as online 
sefil'd1es or license checks, applicable 
"across the bofil·d" in such sefil'd1es. 

"You know what you know, and I 
think you all have to decide whether 
you feel like, essentially if there's 
complaints against me," said Sul
livan. "If it's about what I've done, 
then you need to talk about whether 
you want to have an executive session 
about that." 

"Whether or not anyone else does, 
yes, I think I would," said Levenson, 
as other committee members grofil1ed 
and shook their heads. 

"Set'iously?" asked Leslie 
Cogswell. 

Before the proposal went to a vote, 
several members recommended Lev
enson discuss the issue with Dupere. 

"You need to do a little research 
on your own to learn about what the 
law allows," said Langknecht. "Ig
norance of the law is not necessarily 
an excuse." 

'Tm not hying to cause a civil war 
within the committee," said Leven
son. "Something happened, it has to 
be adch·essed," calling the committee 
the "moral standard-bearer for the 
schools." 

"You need to go through the appro
pt'iate process," fil·gued Langknecht. 
"Our job is to explain to the commu
nity what steps they need to take to 
get where they want to go." u 

Montague Center Apartments Won't Be 
Affordable Ones, Developer Assures Public 

By TIA FATTARUSO 

MONTAGUE - The town and 
developer Mfil·k Zaccheo signed a 
purchase and sale agreement for the 
Montague Center School, 15 School 
Sti·eet, as of the June 15 selectboard 
meeting, for the amount of $1,000. 
Zaccheo said he hopes for a closing 
before the end of July, which delay 
is due to coordinating other propetty 
sales into finfil1cing. 

According to town achninistra
tor Frank Abbondanzio, Zaccheo's 
oi'iginal bid of $50,000 was negoti
ated down over the last few months 
based on projected expenses and in
come for the propetty. 

The patties intend to sign a land 
development agreement at the clos
ing date. 

Zaccheo dismissed rumors that the 
project might change its focus toward 
affordable housing. 

"It's going to be just as we had 
planned it," Zaccheo said, refen'ing 
to the relatively upscale apartments 
at his Olive Sti·eet, Greenfield, devel
opment. 'Tm not getting any low-in
come housing grfil1ts or subsidies." 

Assuming a smooth closing, Zac
cheo said constiuction should begin 
in the fall filld, while the project must 
be completed within two yefil'S, it will 
more likely be completed within one 
to one and a half years. 

Zaccheo, who submitted the only 
proposal to the town's 2011 request 
for proposals (RFP) for reuse of the fa
cility, plans to tum the fonner school, 

with a footprint of 13,420 square feet 
and twice as much floor area on 2.86 
acres, into 22 apfiltment units with 33 
bech·ooms and 39 pfil·king spaces. 

The town took possession of the 
building back in September 2008. "It 
was the same issue a lot of communi
ties face with neighborhood schools," 
Abbondanzio said. ''The numbers 
didn't supp01t continuation." 

With declining school popula
tions in western Massachusetts many 
towns are seeing more consolida
tion, he said. He praised the educa
tion refotms of the 1990s, but said 
that more recently state funding for 
schools through Chapter 70 is "ba
sically frozen" in the western pfilt 
of the state as it favors the growing 
towns in the east. 

This began happening in conjunc
tion with the advent of school choice 
and chatter schools, which also ch·aw 
revenue away, he said. 

"It was a very emotional issue for 
a lot of people to have that school 
close. It was a wonderful school," 
said Abbondanzio. 

By June 2009, the town had autho
rized the selectbofil·d to sell or lease 
the propetty, begun a re-use study, 
and re-zoned the building to neigh
borhood business. 

According to AbbondatlZio, a 
housing alternative was the most eco
nomically feasible option. "It came 
down to dollars and cents," he said. 

A first RFP in May 2010 received 
no proposals, despite an extensive, 
targeted mailing by a realtor to poten-

tial developet'S, Abbondanzio said. 
In November 2012, the Zoning 

Bofil·d of Appeals endo1'Sed Zaccheo's 
proposal. The ZBA approved two spe
cial pennits, one allowing multi-fam
ily use and a reduction in minimum 
lot fil·ea, as well as a Vfil'iance allow
ing up to ten apfiltments under the 
700 squai·e foot minimum floor area. 

Although eight abuttet'S filed an 
appeal against that decision, saying 
that Zaccheo's plfil1S would create 
a hardship and that his applications 
were insufficient to the requirements 
of the zoning laws, the ZBA upheld 
its decision filld vote, stating that pub
lic infrastructure would not be unduly 
burdened by the apfiltment building. 

"There is a need to provide for 
a reuse for this building. The status 
quo is a public safety concern, and a 
burden on town depfiltments and the 
public, and a deh'iment to the neigh
borhood," said the ZBA in the docu
ment giving its decision. 

The town has been tending to the 
propetty in the intei'im. 

Matt Cadran, an achninish·ator 
at the town's Department of Public 
Works, said that has included window 
repair from break-ins; mild heating 
over the winters, at a cost of $7,374 
last yefil·; fixing a broken water pipe; 
and extending a water line for in
creased flow from the sti·eet to the 
building for fire suppression. 

AbbondatlZio said he believed 
maintenance costs to the town staited 
off around $25,000 fillllUally but have 
shrunk to about $15,000. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Next Steps Begin for Town 

Fiber-Optic Network 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

On June 17, the Wendell select
board held their first meeting af
ter the annual town meeting. The 
largest financial agenda item was 
a follow-up on the town meeting 
vote to authorize botrnwing up 
to $1.92 million to establish a fi
ber optic system that would give 
evety household in town a fast 
broadband internet connection. 
The filticle that passed did not 
specify the structure of that sys
tem, or of its operation and gov
ernance. 

The simpler pa1t of that task 
was to establish a study com
mittee, which they did, made up 
of selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser, citizens Trevor Keams 
and Alistair MacMattin, finance 
committee members Robin Kim
ball, Ray DiDonato, and Doug 
Tanner, and members of the 
broadband committee. 

Three members of the fin com 
make up a quomm, and those 
meetings will have to be posted 
as finance commitee meetings. 

The more complex task is the 
application for the planning and 
constrnction grant for the system. 
The grant application fotm is 39 
pages long, and is due July 7. 

Wendell could apply on its 
own, but WiredWest can fill out 
that application on the town's be
half. The board authorized Wired
West, which has the expe1tise, to 
do that. That decision does not 
commit Wendell to become pa1t 
of the WiredWest cooperative, 
and the first draft of a cooperative 
agreement is not available yet. 

WiredWest is poised to oversee 
conshuction of and operation of a 
regional broadband network, but 
selectboard member Dan Keller 
pointed out that the WiredWest 
model is not the only option avail
able, and that private companies 
have shown some interest, and 
that even a hybt'id system may be 
the best choice for Wendell. 

Broadband committee member 
Robbie Heller said that Wendell's 
neighbor Shutesbmy has cominit
ted to WiredWest. The fiber optic 
cables would follow elech·ic lines 
that serve Wendell, and so would 
come to patts of Wendell from 
several directions, including from 
the south and Shutesbmy. 

The debt exclusion vote that 
would keep the cost of paying 
back the loan outside of the prop
osition 2 ½ limit is scheduled for 
July 27, and absentee ballots will 
be available. 

The town of Hawley sent a let
ter to their state representative, 
Paul Mark, asking for more help 
for towns that already have a high 
tax rate such as the hill towns in 

Franklin and Berkshire counties, 
with the expense of establishing 
an internet network. 

Record-Keeping 
Town clerk Gretchen Smith 

and facilities engineer Jim Sla
vas continued discussion of town 
record storage from the pt'ior se
lectbofil·d meeting. Slavas said he 
turned down the temperature in 
the town vault where conditions 
were already good for maintain
ing documents. The closet in the 
clerk's office that holds records is 
too hot and hmnid. 

The state holds originals, but 
the town holds copies of bi1th, 
death, and man'iage ce1tificates 
dating to 1958 which Stnith said 
were in piles held together with 
mbber bands before she took 
office. They now are in plas
tic sheaths, but still in the closet 
safe. A dehumidifier in the closet 
would d1y the space but heat it up 
as well. 

There also are record books 
dating back to the town's begin
ning, which fil'e not only valuable 
historical documents, but also 
public infotmation. Slavas sug
gested that those record books be 
put in the town vault, and could 
be made available once a week or 
by appointment. 

Other Business 
FRCOG sent the town a map 

with an inventoty of bridges and 
culvetts, which highway com
tnission chair Harry Williston up
dated. 

At the request of town accoun
tant Brian Motton, the bofil·d went 
through a list of accounts that still 
contain money from fiscal 2015, 
and decided which ones to main
tain, and which to return to free 
cash. 

Among the accounts being car
ried fotward are the audit setvice, 
the website ti·aining account, the 
tax title account, the town hall 
kitchen equipment account, the 
fire department grant matching 
account, the pre-K through 6th 
grade option study account, and a 
cemetety grave opening account. 

Keller said that at least one 
tmss is tnissing in the highway 
depfiltment roof suppott, and that 
he would let Slavas take a look 
at the inside. Williston says the 
whole roof should be replaced 
and patched no more. MIIA (Mas
sachusetts Inter-Local Insurance 
Association) has recommended 
the metal roof have something 
to prevent ice from sliding off in 
large chunks. 

The town could look at the 
roof this year and propose fund
ing a replacement at its next an
nual town meeting. 
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SMDKY IRDJS 

Smoked Meats II Homemade Sides 
Open Fri/Sat/Sun 11-7 

874 Mohawk Trail in Shelburne 
413-336-5166 

www.smokybrosbbq.com 

NEEDFUL THINGS 
Now Holding Auctions 

"Formerly Known as Acorn Auctions" 

Every other Saturday night at 6 p.m. 
Previe111 2 to 6 p.m. 

199 DEERFIELD ST., GREENFIELD 

~~ 

~~I: I =I J3 
~~~ 

@'lffi ~ 

•rJil11 PICKLES 1 

Naturallyy Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Upinngil and Food City! 

'WWW, realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Re1nodeling Contractor 

Blow,, Cellulose lnsulalion • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Rc>paits • Spray roam Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hobbs: 
346 Conway SL, Greenfield 

hrymi/l()/1/1$r~111odeling@g111ail.cv111 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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Health Organization announced in 
March that glyphosates are probably 
carcinogenic, and that six or seven 
countries ban it outright. 

"We could debate the science 
all night, but all things being equal, 
couldn't you just do the management 
with clippers and chainsaws?" 

Tony Johnson responded, "This 
is not an uncommon request in some 
towns," but defended the use of the 
herbicide as "most effective control 
with the least impact. If we reve1t to 
mowing, we take out a lot of desir
able native plants." 

He also explained that manually 
trimming some invasive plants ac
tually increases their proliferation, 
and earlier practices of mowing ev
e1y seven years has to be reduced to 
three years due to regrowth. 

"Some lines are critical," he add
ed, "and if they're down, it costs mil
lions of dollars a day." 

Resident Phil Crafts stood to 
share his concerns about other com
ponents in the spray, specifically 
surfactants, which he said are toxic 
to aquatic species, including am
phibians. Crafts wasn't swayed by 
Johnson's asse1tion that smfactants 
are in most soaps and shampoos, or 
statistics on the rapid dissipation of 
all the ingredients. 

"Monsanto claimed that 
glyphoshate was biodegradable 
when in fact it is not," said Crafts, 
who went on to cite France's Su
preme Comt decision that found 
Monsanto guilty of false claims over 
glyphosate being entirely biodegrad
able and that it "left the soil clean." 

Crafts also questioned the official 
government determination of the 
herbicide's safety, stating that, "the 
EPA has become a lap dog of agro 
chemical corporations and they twice 
caught scientists deliberately falsify
ing tests. These tests were done at 
labs hired by Monsanto." 

Crafts also wondered how careful 
any one would be with a backpack 
and a sprayer keeping the herbicide 
away from the soil and water, and 
away from cmcial species for pol
linators like milkweed: "So, what is 
cost effectiveness in this context?" 

Johnson responded that the wrong 
amom1ts of glyphosate, or any ingre
dient, would be dangerous if not used 
properly, but shared the EPA increas
ing the amount of glyphosates that 
food can have. He also wondered 
why no U.S. comts had made this 
dete1mination on the safety, to which 
Crafts responded, "Have you heard 
of Citizens United?" 

Another Leverett resident said 
that the land under the power lines 
could be used productively. Johnson 
clarified that the power company 
doesn't own the easement, and that 
the state law allows property owners 
to use the land for agriculture and 
cultivate it. 

"We get a lot of people canceling 
that use," he said, "because the prop
erty owners can't manage." 

Selectboard member Julie Shive
ly responded that she was one of the 
people that cleared the easement land, 
and encouraged shiubs and grom1d-

cover that kept the trees at bay. She 
praised the company for the work it 
did in replacing the old powerline 
poles on her land, using a machine 
she described as "Godzilla," but said 
she noticed that a lot of native laurel 
trees were taken down. 

Spray Demo Planned 
Kmt Adams of Old Mountain 

Road said, "You're a ve1y aiticu
late spokesperson for this herbicide 
and compai1y," but said there was 
an ove1whelming request from resi
dents not to use the herbicide, and 
queried, "Is there ai1ything we can 
do to make yom company listen to 
the town, and hmnor us and do the 
mechanical cutting?" 

Leverett resident Joan Snowden 
voiced her conce1ns about the her
bicide applications in light of the 
town's dedication to prese1ving the 
natmal places. She remai·ked on her
bicides applied yeai·ly to Leverett 
Pond and wondered if people knew 
about it. 

Selectboai·d member Peter 
d'En'ico said he was glad that was 
brought up because people that lived 
on the pond welcome the application 
as it keeps down vegetation and that 
the application is conducted with a 
tremendous amount of notice when 
it takes place. 

He said he wondered if the saine 
advance warning could be given by 
Eversomce. 

Town adininistrator Margie Mc
Ginnis asked whether the spraying 
was done on foot. Johnson said it 
was, and offered to schedule a field 
demonstration. 

Kmt Adams asked if the people 
doing the spraying ai·e trained, and 
was answered that they were and all 
ai·e licensed ai1d ce1tified by the state 
to do the work: "Massachusetts is 
ve1y strict." 

However, later in the dialogue, 
Johnson conceded that some not 
ve1y well-trained people have made 
e1rnrs when Kmt Adams asked, "Is 
there a way people could call him di
rectly with reports of workers doing 
a lousy job?" Johnson agreed to pro
vide direct contact information. 

D'En'ico said he felt the issue 
couldn't really be resolved at these
lectboard meeting due to the state's 
say on easements and 11ghts of ways 
superceding town bylaw against 
pesticides and herbicides and that 
the best decision was to set a date to 
watch a field demonstration of herbi
cide application. 

It was also decided that Ever
somce provide a good schedule for 
the spraying, which Johnson agreed 
to do and said that they already put 
the notice in the newspapers. 

In response to a resident's ques
tion, he said the company does not 
post signs neai· the areas. 

D'En'ico ai1d McGinnis deter
mined the date for the demonstra
tion would be shared in a town-wide 
phone broadcast. 

Johnson also promised to pro
vide lists of the species that were to 
be removed and saved, in answer to 
a request by a citizen who could let 
someone walking the 11ght of way 
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daily obse1ve how consistent the 
crews were in following guidelines. 

Recycling Containers 
The next item on the agenda 

was a visit by Jan Ameen, execu
tive director of the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management District. 
She said the town's six owned, not 
rented, containers (for: paper; bottles 
ai1d cans; split for two items; bulky 
waste; scrap metal, ai1d the compac
tor) were doing well, with not a lot 
of mst or rot. 

There ai·e two Split Roll Off recy
cling containers in town, one at the 
transfer station and one at the Safety 
Complex. 

Ameen said that her calculated 
p11ces for transport and emptying ai·e 
lower than the numbers presented on 
Capital Planning. She also discussed 
the lower prices involved in renting 
rather thai1 owning. 

McGinnis asked, "We have six 
containers at om trai1sfer station - is 
that a lot?" 

"It depends," Ameen replied. 
"Shelbmne and Chai·lemont share a 
site," and shared that the standard for 
small towns is two. 

Ameen answered questions about 
the availability of Greenfield's trans
fer station to Leverett residents, ex
plaining that Greenfield is open six 
days a week to all residents of other 
Franklin Comity towns for a $5 fee. 

Ameen suggested that the town 
buy a paper compactor to reduce pa
per waste, which she said accounted 
for 25 hauls in the past two yeai-s. 
This could reduce the number of 
hauls to 12 or 15, she said. 

Ameen said she applied for a 
grai1t on behalf of Leverett because 
the deadline was close. 

"If we get the grant," McGin
nis asked, "how long is it before we 
have to come up with the $1 OK?" 

Ameen said an extension could 
be filed so funds would come due 
after the annual Town Meeting and a 
pending approval by vote. 

D'EITico wondered if this would 
generate a staffing problem, specifi
cally with laws regarding voluntee1-s 
under 18 operating the machine, and 
transfer station coordinator Ananda 
Larsen said she would look into it. 

The grant money would be re
turned if the new compactor isn't ap
proved at town meeting. 

Intersection Safety 
Concerns about adequately ad

di·essing the safety of the intersec
tion of Cushmai1 ai1d Shutesbmy 
roads were brought to discussion by 
residents neai· the ai·ea, following a 
crash of two motorcycle riders and 
a.ii automobile on May 17. One of 
the riders died. 

George Lockwood said, ''This is 
not the first fatal accident, ai1d frank
ly, I'm tired of it." 

Police chief Gaiy Billings said the 
road has picked up a reputation with 
thrill seekers for its "S-cmves," and 
that reconstmction expe11s studying 
the crash said there was no road de
fect or mechailical defect of operator 
fault - the speed simply exceeded 
the motorcycle's capabilities and the 
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Franklin countv Home care corp. 
£search resumed} 

MANAGERS (2) for 
SENIOR DINING CENTER MEALS PROGRAM 

ERVING 
9 Hours per week. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ONLY 

NORTHFIELD 
9 Hours per week. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ONLY 

Heat and serve noontime meal for area Elders; provide acetuate reports to 
central office. Requires: previous food service experience; good recordkeeping 

ability; excellent communication skills; and sensitivity to needs of elders. 

Submit resume & cover letter with preference of Site to: HR@fchcc.org 
or mail to: FCHCC-DHR, 330 Montague City Rd., Turners Falls, MA 01376, 

or stop into Turners Falls office to £i.ll out an application. 
Applications will be accepted until positions are filled. AA/EOE. 

11ders' skill. "The poor guy di'iving 
the car was just coming home from 
work," said Billings. 

The intersection has no discern
ible stop signs, so it is often uncleai· 
who has right of way. The town had 
previously discussed solutions, and 
a fo1mer worker at the Department 
ofTrai1spo1tation made suggestions, 
but every solution seemed to be a 
"a big money thing," according to 
D'En'ico. 

Simpler suggestions like signage 
present other obstacles. A stop sign 
placed at the end of the bottom of 
the hill would need to go across the 
street ai1d might add to more confu
sion. It was dete1mined that the big 
chevron signs with airows indicating 
the direction of the cmve might be 
the best warning to di1ve1-s. 

Graves 
McGinnis shared that a few resi

dents inquired about the maintenance 
of the cemete11es and how to ai1·ange 
for funds to take cai·e of the grounds, 
with mowing. She explained to these 
residents that the town doesn't main
tain the cemeteries, and that they ai·e 
managed by individual cemetery as
sociations. 

McGinnis shared that on advice 
of the town counsel, the town should 
not be spending money on some
thing the town doesn't own, and the 
$500 eaimai·ked in the budget for 
cemete1y maintenai1ce needs to be 
taken off. 

She also said the finai1cial status 
of these cemete1y associations is un
known. 

It was decided that any inquiI'ies 
as to cemetery maintenance should 
be directed to those associations, 
and if no one is in chai·ge, the mat
ter of the town owiling the cemeter
ies should be officially brought be
fore the selectboard and put to town 
vote. 

Well Monitoring 
The town received test results 

for two of the private home wells 
on Tea.waddle Hill Road that it pays 
for and maintains. There were no 
exceeded volmnes ofVOCs, but the 
manganese was slightly elevated. 

McGinnis said this was "par for 

the course," and that she shared with 
the MassDEP representative the fact 
that mangai1ese is slightly elevated 
in many homes, per an independent 
study of water. 

The representative asked what the 
town wanted to do about the slightly 
cloudy water in the Nagy home, ai1d 
McGinnis expressed to him that, "As 
far as I can see, there is no way you 
ca.ii trace the cloudy water event to 
the landfill." 

The DEP rep replied that they 
weren't quite sme about that, ai1d 
McGinnis was left with the iinpres
sion that the MassDEP wai1ted the 
town to volunteer that they would 
put in a new filtration system. 

Selectman Tom Hailkinson 
asked, "Is it a more complicated fil
tration system than the ones we've 
installed?" 

McGinnis said that it would be 
siinilar to the other systems installed 
at other homes that have successfully 
eliminated voe counts. She said the 
new quote received on the filtration 
system was $3,100. 

Another home being tested com
plained to ECS, the sample collec
tors, about the loss of water pressure 
ai1d stains caused by the water. Tom 
Hankinson said, "I don't understai1d, 
they're losing water pressme?" 

"Yes," McGinnis replied, "but 
we're not sme if the system is 
clogged or coIToded, or it's the pipes 
themselves." 

She was asked if the town has 
the money to replace a filter at the 
house, ai1d she affiimed that there is 
money in the budget. 

"If we have the money," asked 
Hankinson, ''why not do it?" The 
boai·d affiimed this decision. 

Other Business 
The selectboai·d approved new 

appointments ai1d affiimed stai1ding 
membe1-s of c01mnittees. 

Steve Nagy was approved for the 
capital plailning boai·d, even though 
he is a member of the finance com
mittee, because the capital plaiming 
boai·d doesn't work with a budget. 

The financial adviso1y committee 
was, however, dissolved for lack of 
discernible effo11 and effect. II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

jf rencb J!tng 
31\r~taurant & ;!fmotrl 

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M. 

DOLAN & D()l::AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(formerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

-B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
• Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD.• 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

$ff BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recwnbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01375 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicycles.com 

' * TE Table & Chair Rentals 
Tommy Young 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Tetablechairrentals.com 

11 Paradise Parkway 
Turners Falls Mass 01376 
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?=-=PD RI EA ... 
Joe St. Peter 

(le.ft) and Pamela 
Lester (right) read 

the Montague 
&porter aboard a 

cruise ship to Bermuda 
this month. The occasion 

was the onboard 111edding of Joe's 
daughter Chelseigh to Justin Bernard. 

':About 4 5 jami!J members and friends 
attended the cruise, " writes Pamela. 

"It was a love!J ceremo'!Y, and a 
great trip. " Congratulations to the 

new!Jweds, and thanks to Pamela and 
Joe J~r representing their homet0111n 

~;;;~==;:~\~n;em:;f1J;;;Jap~er along the Wf!Y! 

LYNDA PAYNE COHEN PHOTO 

-~ 

Our reporter and board member Ellen Blanchette checks over 
her work on the steps of the Philadelphia Art Museum. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Marylou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR, SRES 

COHN&~ 
COMPANY 

10:AL IC:STATEAGENCV 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield MA 01302-0038 

Direct: 413-223-1362 
Cell: 413-772-9279 
Fax: 413-773-1143 

marylou@cohnandcompany.com 
www.cohnandcompany.com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834-7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

Where Businesses Grow 
Financing, Business Assistance, Commercial Space 

www.fccdc.otg • 413-774-7204 

FRANKLIN COUNTY CDC 
ll-l!1l1~111!1 ll11•! 1~11-H,~ll!l l!•JjC•JJI M! 
WESTERN MA FOOD PROCESSING CENTER 

Now serving Hampshire & Berkshire Counties 

Sere;u:b; Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

Jill Bromberg 
Montague, MA 
serenityhomeorganizing.com 

413.367.9959 

•• 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

N-MASSAMONT 
ALTORS 

e 
&iiDJ--

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Office-"<I~~• 
(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(-+13) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cbumr .. com E-mail 

www.cbupton-massamont.c 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Ir. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Lino 
Carpet 

------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

' ■ ; ·■ -. ■:;,' ■ : .· 
The Gill TaveRn 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
-■ I ■' ■ . ■• '. 

'I •• l I • 

D&M Small Engine Repair 
.Full Parts and Service Dept. 

Owner : Dwayne Sirum 

Route 1'42 
629 Mt He.-mon Station Rd 
Northfield, Ma O 1360 
('413) 776-5040 or ('413) 325-3272 
We Repair all Makes and Models 
From a Chainsaw to a Small Compact Tractor 
www.dandmsmallengrepair.com 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

30() Avem1e A 
Turners Falls, MA (} I 376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.1/rkoolki11.com 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~f~lrn I J □1.~J~~ 

CHUCK REUM (.tl3) 77.t-3780 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

LEAF PROTECTION 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill AboJt-Face 

Computer Solutions 

11&1► d(;J;tJ 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-25 

Family Owned & Operated 
Seming Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

D1weArgy, Fmnity & Stoff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, 'BURGERS 

www.turnarafallsplzza.cn 
119 Avenue A, rurners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

SOLHR STO 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 
413-772-3122 

2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or John@solarstoreofgreenfield.oom 
WWW.SOLARSTOREOFGREENFIELD.COM 
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS TOOR: 
THE CARNEGIE LIBRARY (PART 2) 

By NINA ROSSI 

TURNERS FALLS - Two stat
ues grace the staiiway going up to 
the Altifacts Loft at the Carnegie 
Libraiy in Turners Falls. They are 
small copies of classic sculptures 
depicting the Roman goddesses 
Diana and Mineiva. This "artistic 
statuary" (as it was called in a 1906 
Turners Falls Reporter aiticle) was 
given to the libraiy by two tum
of-the-centmy women's clubs, the 
Foitnightly Club and the Monday 
Afternoon Club. 

paiticular topic once a year during 
a 20 minute lecture, as well as keep 
up with research on predetemlined 
themes for each meeting. The Mon
day Afternoon Clubs had more of 
a literaiy focus. Both groups com
monly met at the newly constrncted 
free public libraries. 

by a small Venus reproduction. The 
broken bust of Dickens is marking 
time with a sheep or goat head in 
one of the storage closets. 

A cabinet full of corals and 
shells was donated by Elise Messer 
in 1922, as well as seven boxes of 
geological specimens. The bleached 
white corals and shells have a ghost
ly presence in the second cabinet to 
the left of the Native American aiti
facts. Stuffed birds - not all native, 
there's a pelican - stand on top of 
shelves around the room, and a col
lection of bird's eggs lies on a bed 
of cotton inside a labeled box. The Foitnightly Club was one of 

the many national women's clubs 
that flourished during the latter pait 
of the 19th century and into the ear
liest decades of the 20th. During a 
time when women were excluded 
from academia and public office, 
these clubs provided women higher 
learning oppoitm1ities and civic en
gagement. 

The same 1906 Turners Falls Re
porter aiticle noted that tllirty dol
lars from the Young People's Social 
Club of the 1880s that was set aside 
in a savings bank back then had now 
grown with interest to $72.42. The 
remaining elderly members of the 
club decided to use foity of those 
dollars to purchase five busts for 
the new libraiy: Wasllington, Long
fellow, Washington living, Dickens, 
and Shakespeare. 

The faces of Longfellow, living 
and Dickens ai·e not so familiar to 
contemporaiy visitors, though most 
will recognize the other two. 

Seeing such treasures must have 
once been a magical experience, 
bringing to life things from the pag
es of books - or maybe, glimpsed 
through a stereopticon viewer such 
as the one given to the library in 19 I 4. 
There is a broken viewer in storage, 
and several boxes of "views" are in 
the basement. The box I opened was 
full of pictures of sugar plantations 
in Cuba. These cards with twin pho
tos on them would blend into a three 
dimensional scene when looked at 
through the viewer. 

Hepner's ''magic truck," parked and reac!J to entertain. Hepner's truck is a 
moving carnival of sorts, with costumes, a disco ball and music and dancing. 

He recent!J brought the truck to the Leverett Library Summer Reading Kickoff 
The wings of the truck shrink 111hen the truck is in motion, then expand when 

the truck is parked to create an interactive environment 

The Foitnightly Club met ev
ery two weeks. Each member was 
required to present reseai-cl1 on a 

Only three of these gentlemen 
ai·e left in a pale little clique on the 
floor, looking veiy seriously at the 
shins of passersby, accompanied 

By JULIE CUNNINGHAM 

LEVERETT - Alt teacher Rob
ert Hepner is spending his summer 
working on llis new artistic concept. 
Hepner got the idea when he was 
living in New Mexico, and was ex
posed to retro style road signs that 
direct motorists to hotels, food, and 
attractions. Those lai·ge, old signs 
don't exist in Massachusetts. In
spired, Hepner set out on an aitistic 
endeavor with practical elements. 
Hepner can't recreate the sigi1age, 
but he started to make aITows that 
businesses and local residents can 
use to point people towards the cor
rect location. 

to be seen by motorists. Each ar
row is painted with bright colors so 
it stands out from the smrnm1ding 
landscape. People have used the ar
rows for a variety of purposes. One 
woman purchased an aITow to be 
placed in a garden. Another pur
chased an aITow to mark her blind 
driveway and help friends find the 
location of her house. The Leverett 
Co-op even had an aITow for a few 
months, but Hepner said he found 
out the hard way that some aITows, 
especially those placed in trees, 
don't last as long. 

"Views" like these were com
monly circulated from library to 
libraiy around the Commonwealth, 
along with collections of pictures 
from different countries. These were 
bundled with sets of books about 
that counhy, and were veiy popular 
items at the libraries. 

"It's a function of rut to make you 
think about symbols," said Hepner. 

"They get beat up by wind and 
snowplows in the winter," he ex
plained. 

The Venus de Milo lurks in the background as Shakespeare, George 
Washington and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow congregate with a mountain goat 

There were even "ti·avel con
tests:" pati·ons were given a set of 
pins that they would put on a map to 
show the countries they "ti·aveled" 
to. For accountability, they were 
even required to give an oral re
port to the librai·ian before pinning 

see CARNEGIE page 88 
The airnws are made of wood 

and styrofoam, and are large enough 

Hepner is working to extend the life 
of his a1t, and has managed to extend 
the shelf life to four or five yeai-s. 

see HEPNER page 84 

MARY AZARlAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - The sun sets in a 
rosy blush. The new crescent moon rises into 
the gi·owing dai·k led by the fire of Venus. The 
solstice is here and it is full smnmertime. 

Strange to tllink tl1at after this, the longest 
day, the days will begin shorteiling again. Not 
a good ai·ea for contemplation when tl1e days 
seem so long into the usual dark and the birds 
strut tl1e monlings at four a.m. 

The school yeai· has ended. Gauging from 
tl1e increased traffic ai·ound Routes Two ai1d 
Ninety-One, regai·dless of the day of the week, 
and tl1e sudden jump in gasoline prices, smn
mer vacation travel has begun: best to stay in 
one's own yai·d and tend to the gai·dening. 

The sweet strawben-ies ai·e i-ipening, neces
sitating spreading some netting over tl1e plot 
to intenupt tl1e happy feeding of the catbird. 
The small gi·een tomatoes ai·e coming on ai1d 
tl1e peas ai·e setting blossoms. The gi·een beans 
sti·etch to the poles ai1d tl1e aspai·agus is going 
to fem. 

In tl1e flower gai·dens, the roses, wild and 
cultivated ai·e awash with bloom: several shades 
of pink, api-icot, ai1d wllite. The honeysuckle's 
fragi-ance draws tl1e hUlillilingbird. One bright, 
pink stand of beach rose was gi·own from the 
seed of a beach rose in Scituate. The hip ti·av
eled many miles, ripe and ready. 

When we got home, I cut it open and saved 
some of the seed to diy. In the fall, we tm11ed 
a bit of soil, spread the seed, and covered them 
with a stray piece of roofing shingle. Crncked 

by the winter cold, tl1e seeds sprouted. 
When we gently lifted the shingle, there 

tl1ey were: pale, wai1 seedlings looking for 
tl1e sun. I suppose the cuITent shoots ai·e gi·eat 
grandcllildi·en of tl1e oi-iginals, but tl1ere they 
remain just tl1e same, a fragrant mem01y from 
our honeymoon cottage. 

Many gai·deners can recite the oi-igin oftl1eir 
plants whether shai·ed by a fi-iend, given as a 
gift or grown from seed. Heirloom plai1ts are 
just that, seeds saved from stm·dy, populai· vai-i
eties and passed down tl1rough the generations. 
They come from mai1y counti-ies besides our 
own just as we all did some generations ago. 

Our neighborhood, Montague City was set
tled originally by Gennan immigiclllts in 1792. 
Tucked into a cmve of the Connecticut River 
and spreading outwai·d to the main road near 
tl1e golf com-se and backwai·d again along tl1e 
bike path, this hainlet was once called Mon
tague Canal, but these Geiman inunigi·ai1ts ai1d 
many others envisioned a much giclllder city. 

In May of 1792 The Proprietors of Locks 
and Canals were gi·ai1ted peimission by the 
state legislature to cleai· and construct water
ways from the Connecticut River into tl1e town 
of Montague. This project was publicized in 
Europe as there was need for major finai1cial 
inveshnent for tllis vast project. Holland was 
tl1e banking capital of the world at tl1e time, ai1d 
it was the Dutch who invested in the project. 

Word of tllis project ai1d tales of tl1e 
possibility of a Europeai1-style community witl1 
huge castles, homes, schools and museums on 
tl1e promontories overlooking the wateiway 
spread fai·, bi-inging entl1usiastic Geiman 

see GARDENER page 84 

SCENE REPORT 

Mutton ... and Roots 
By MATT ERICKSON 

MONTAGUE - My paitner and I have 
been having an ongoing dispute about Re
naissance festivals for the better pait of a de
cade now. We're botl1 native West Coastei-s 
with loose childhood ties to the diverse "Ren 
Faire" scenes on that side of the counhy. 

She grew up going to the Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire in mral Mai-in County noith 
of San Francisco, where as a teenager she 
di·essed in an elaborate double-skiited bodice 
costmne and sold flowei-s alongside her full
kilted blacksmitlling brotl1er. 

I gi·ew up spending a week of every sum
mer working at the Oregon Counhy Fair -
formerly known as the Oregon Renaissance 
Faire - where my dad helped mn a populai· 
organic hainburger booth ai1d I sold glow
sticks to wandei-ing llippies. 

Both of those festivals have roots in late
'60s com1tercultm·e - tl1e fa-st Pleasure Faire 
was a fundraiser for a local Pacifica Radio 
station; the early Counhy Fairs hosted chai·
ity perfonnances by tl1e Grateful Dead - and 
both ai·e set in forested areas populated by 
vendors selling hai1dinade ceramics, herbal 
tinctm·es ai1d local food. Juggling, too, seems 
to be a constant in both festivals. 

Because of tl1ese overlaps, she has insist
ed that the festivals of our youth are essen
tially identical. I have always countered that 
if hers emphasized llist011cal re-enachnents 
and period costmnes, mine was more about 
psychedelic folk music ai1d pennacultm·e 
demonstrations. We agree to disagi·ee. 

We decided to see a local vai-iation of 
what we gi·ew up with by attending tl1e ai1-
nual Mutton and Mead Medieval Festival in 
Montague tllis past weekend. 

Set in the wooded grounds of the Millers 
Falls Rod & Gun Club, visitors to tl1e two
day event are welcomed on the long enti·ai1ce 
patl1 by dozens of sigI1S marking llistoi-ical 
events in decreasing chronology - the inven
tion of the telephone, the death of Shake
speai·e, Magna Caita - until we an-ive in tl1e 
"present" of 1210, the era when Mutton ai1d 
Mead is set. 

(Though it is a Medieval festival, mod
eled after the time of Robin Hood, and not a 
Renaissance festival per se, there are usually 
overlaps between the two styles. The event's 
website cleai·s up this appai·ently common 
question.) 

The entrance led us i-ight up to tl1e centi·al 
meadow of "the shire," where we were able 
to catch the latter half of a horseback joust
ing match already in progi·ess. There was a 
lot of excitement ai·ound the spectacle, with 
tl1e yom1g kids around me cheei-ing and wav
ing their football-sized tm·key legs eveiy 
time a lai1ce made contact with an oncoming 

see MEAD page 84 
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and my glowing golden 
eyes. I am originally from 
the MSPCA, but decided to 
give Dakin a t:Iy. 

I'm slightly shy, but I'm 
sure to warm up to you with 
time and conversation! 

I am a nice gal though, 
your company will be 
appreciated! 

I could probably 
make a good companion 
for another quiet adult 
cat as well. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

The Little Free Library 
needs book donations. 

Havingfolks take the books out is easy, but there have been Jewer 
donations recent!J, and it is looking a little empry. 

A'!)' book you think someone else might like, 
and you are willing to give, is appreciated. 

Located on Avenue A in 
Turners Falls in front 

of Nina's Nook. 

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

JUNE 25, 2015 

I'm definitely a quite 
girl who is not going to 
be under your feet. So 
if you are looking for a 
lovely cat who doesn't 
demand all your time 
and doesn't try to trip 
you at night I'm the girl 

Wildflowers, and Much More 

.._ _________________ for you! 

"HARLOW" 

Hi there! I'm Harlow, and I'm 
uber-beautiful, with my markings 

Contact the Da
kin Pioneer Val
ley Humane Society 

at ( 413) 548-9898 or at info@ 
dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
June 29 to July 3 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
ERVING 

This week at MCTV several pro
ductions have entered the editing 
phase and will be ready for viewing 
soon. 

Raising money for the Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts and the 
Montague Common Hall, the 5th 
Annual Mutton filld Mead Festival 
kicked into high gefil· this weekend 
at the Millers Falls Rod filld Gun 
Club. Val's Vzews was there cap
turing the magic on camera! Stay 
tuned for when the editing process 
is complete and the video is ready 
for viewing. 

Also available for view shortly 
is Saturday's Championship soft-

ball game between Tlll1lers Falls 
filld Millis. Turners Falls fell just 
sh01t of a championship win in 
2014 to come back as a powerhouse 
this year. Catch all the action on 
MCTV. 

In final production this week is 
Wildflowers of the Northeast which 
was presented by Massachusetts 
naturalist John Root at the Discov
ery Center on June 18th. Filmed 
by Janet Masucci, this 90-minute 
presentation visually brought to 
life the rich and diverse flora in our 
landscape. 

There is so much more available 
online and on MCTV throughout 

the day. Check the schedule online 
and stay tuned for more of what's 
newatMCTV! 

Something interesting going on 
you think others would enjoying 
seeing as well? Get in touch with 
us! Learning to use a camera is free 
and available for you to use! Learn 
to edit, or we can do the editing for 
you. 

Contact MCTV at (413) 863-
9200, infomontaguetv@gmail.com, 
or stop by 34 2nd Street in Turners 
Falls between 10 a.m. and 4 p m. 
Monday through Friday. We'd love 
to work with you! 

Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a m. to 2 p.m. 

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 
Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and con
gregate meals. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal information 
and reservations. 

~ 

~ 
(/) 

Gatnbling Addiction 
All fit:11ess classes are supported 

by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntfily do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday 6/29 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 6/30 
9:30 am. Mat Yoga (subscription) 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
Wednesday 7/1 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 7/2 
10:30 am. Brown Bag 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 7/3 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 

LEVERETT 
For infonnation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lunch- Fridays 
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

For information, call Paula Bet
ters, interim Senior Center Direc
tor, at (413) 423-3649. Transpor
tation can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 6/29 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a m. Osteo Exercise 
11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
Tuesday 6/30 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a m. Cardio Toning 
11 :30 a.m. Sandwich Tuesday 
12:30 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday 7 /1 
(July schedule unavailable -based 
on last week's schedule) 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 am. Chair Yoga 
11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
12:15 p.m. Bingo & Snacks 
Thursday 7/2 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a m. Healthy Bones 
11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
Friday 7/3 
9 a.m. Quilting, Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Pizza & Bowling 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I see lots of seniors in casinos. 
They come in by the busload. I was 
wondering whether older people 
have more problems with gambling 
than younger people? 

About 1 percent of all adults in 
the United States have a serious 
gambling addiction. The statistics on 
senior gambling indicate that com
pulsive gfilnbling is a greater prob
lem among older adults than adults 
in general. 

One study found that 10 percent 
of seniors were "at risk" gamblers. 
The study said a gfilnbler was at risk 
when wagering more than $100 in a 
single bet, or betting beyond what 
was affordable. 

A federal study found that the 
percentage of over-65 Americans 
who recently gambled jumped from 
20 percent in 1974 to 50 percent in 
1998, a surge unmatched by any oth
er age group. 

New Jersey's Council on Com
pulsive Gambling has created a 
program to educate seniors about 
gambling addiction. According to 
the council, about 5 percent of the 
seniors who gamble appefil· to have a 
problem. The Council should know 
about this subject; Atlantic City is in 

New Jersey. 
A study by the state of Florida 

found that retirees make up 34 per
cent of casino regulars-gamblers 
who brought their money four or 
more times a yefil·. The casinos help 
out by sending buses to senior cen
ters to pick up potential bettors. 

The American Psychiatric Asso
ciation classifies compulsive gfiln
bling as fill impulse-cont:I·ol disorder. 
Imbalances in the brain chemicals 
serotonin, norepineplnine and dopa
mine may be factors in compulsive 
gambling. Mfil1y people are able to 
control their compulsive gambling 
with medications filld psychotherapy, 
filld with the aid of self-help groups. 

Gatnblers Anonymous provides a 
12-step program patterned after Al
coholics Anonymous. GA has more 
than 1,200 U.S. locations and 20 in
ternational chapters. You can find GA 
on the internet at: www.gamblers
anonymous.mg The phone number 
for GA is (626) 960-3500. 

GA offers the following 20 ques
tions to help people decide if they 
have a compulsion to gamble and 
want to stop. Most compulsive gfiln
blers will fillswer yes to at least seven 
of these questions. 

1. Did you ever lose time from 
work or school due to gambling? 
2. Has gfilnbling ever made your 
home life unhappy? 
3. Did gambling affect your 
reputation? 
4. Have you ever felt remorse af
ter gambling? 
5. Did you ever gfilnble to get mon
ey with which to pay debts or oth-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 
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eiwise solve financial difficulties? 
6. Did gfilnbling cause a decrease 
in your filnbition or efficiency? 
7. After losing did you feel you 
must return as soon as possible 
and win back your losses? 
8. After a win did you have a st:I·ong 
urge to return and win more? 
9. Did you often gamble until your 
last dollfil· was gone? 
10. Did you ever b01row to finfil1ce 
your gambling? 
11. Have you ever sold anything to 
finance gfilnbling? 
12. Were you reluctant to use 
"gambling money" for nonnal 
expenditures? 
13. Did gambling make you care
less of the welffil·e of yourself or 
your ffilnily? 
14. Did you ever gamble longer 
than you had planned? 
15. Have you ever gambled to es
cape worry or t:I·ouble? 
16. Have you ever committed, or 
considered committing, fill illegal 
act to finance gambling? 
17. Did gambling cause you to 
have difficulty in sleeping? 
18. Do arguments, disappoint
ments or frust:I-ations create within 
you an urge to gamble? 
19. Did you ever have an urge to 
celebrate any good fortune by a 
few hours of gambling? 
20. Have you ever considered self
dest:Iuction or suicide as a result of 
your gambling? 

If you would like to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK Break-Ins on Fourth, Unity, Central, Prospect; 

Medieval Revelers Throw Soup At Car; Caller 

Advised To Scare Racoon Back Into Woods 
Here's the way it was June 23, 

2005: News from the Montague 
Reporter's archive. 

Owner Promises Quick 
Fix for Collapsed Egress 

After years of concern about its 
stmctural integrity, the two-story 
brick wall in the rear of 62 Avenue 
A came crashing down Sunday 
night, June 19, leaving tenants to 
scramble for shelter in the middle 
of the night. 

No one was injured, but the at
tached fire escape collapsed with a 
thunderous roar, leaving the resi
dents with no secondary means of 
egress. On Wednesday, while first
floor tenants were allowed to return, 
residents of the second and third 
floors awaited promised repairs that 
could take some time to complete. 

The wall itself, which was part 
of an addition to the main build
ing added on shortly after its origi
nal constmction, served to provide 
storage space, and was not essential 
to tl1e structure's integrity. 

Gill Store will 
Reopen to a Green Future 

Town residents Alden Bootl1 arid 
Lissa Greenough have purchased 
tl1e 202-year·-old Gill Store and plan 
to maintain its historical integrity 
while continuing to build commu-

nity the way Susie Maddern did for 
tl1e last 28 year-s. 

Booth and Greenough, who own 
The People's Pint is Greenfield 
and run a market gar·den from tl1eir 
Main Road home, bought the Gill 
Store building from Maddern on 
Friday, June 17. 

Vicki Van Zee of Main Road in 
Gill is the main owner and man
ager of the Gill Store business 
venture. The three ar·e working 
as a team to complete the interior 
renovations and necessary main
tenance on the building, which 
includes updating the electrical 
wiring, replacing a walk-in cool
er, increasing the retail store space 
and putting a fresh coat of paint 
on the walls, said Greenough. 

They hope to reopen the store by 
late summer. 

Erving Welcome Sign Complete 

Artist Bryant Stewart stopped by 
to inform the boar·d tl1e new Wel
come to Erving "mural" has been 
installed on the east side of the 
French King Bridge. Several board 
members complimented him for his 
work, and board member Alldy Tes
sier added "Pete is happy," refeiring 
to Pete Cavanaugh, an advocate for 
replacing tl1e old, worn mural paint
ed by Stewart. 

"You gotta' look at it close," 
Stewart said. 

Monday, 6/15 

6:43 a.m. Report of bur
glary /breaking and en
tering at Shanahan's 
Construction Supply on 
Avenue A. Investigated. 
7:30 a.m. Report of milk 
crate m the roadway 
on Turners Falls Road. 
Gone on arrival. 
9: 15 a.m. Party into sta
tion to speak with officer 
about ongoing harass
ment of farm vehicle 
drivers by passing motor
ists. Officer will attempt 
to speak with offender( s ). 
4:20 p.m. Pool liner re
ported stolen from garage 
on Millers Falls Road. In
vestigated. 

Wednesday, 6/17 

3:31 p.m. Request from 
Westfield PD to check a 
Fourth Street address for 
a vehicle involved in an 
assault and battery with a 
deadly weapon and armed 
robbery in that town. Offi
cers spoke with registered 
owner of vehicle, who ad
vised that the vehicle was 
towed to a repair shop in 
Springfield on May 28 

and had been there since; 
they denied knowing how 
or why the vehicle would 
be in Westfield. Westfield 
PD advised. 
6 p.m. Caller requests to 
have on record that earli
er a plane was flying very 
low over her house and 
occasionally making a 
stalling sound. Neighbor 
suggested that it might 
be a flying instructor giv
ing a lesson. Advised of 
options. 

he did not know exactly 
where she was or what 
she was doing. Operator 
was advised of the recent 
activity in the area and 
moved along. Units will 
remain on lookout. 
Thursday, 6/ l 8 

1: 13 a.m. Officer off with 
a suspicious vehicle at 
G Street and Migratory 
Way; second unit request
ed. Occupants were look
ing to spend some time 
alone. No further action 
necessary. 
1 :30 p.m. Greenfield PD 
took a call from a motor
ist from the Gill side of 
the Turners Falls-Gill 
Bridge advising that they 
observed two males and a 
female climbing over the 
side of the bridge. Patrol 
units advised and check
ing area. Call placed to 
Northfield Mountain to 
check their cameras. Gill 
PD checking on the Gill 
side. Area search nega
tive. 

been left unsecured and 
the male may have walked 
into the house mistakenly. 
Investigated. 
7:22 a.m. Caller from 
Central Street reports a 
breaking and entering 
into their residence over
night. Entry was made 
through a side window 
on the first floor. Report 
taken. 
10: 11 a.m. Caller from 
Prospect Street reports 
a breaking and entering 
into their home over
night. Taken was an XBox 
1 that was purchased yes
terday by her son. Entry 
believed to have been 
through an unsecured 
door. Report taken. 
Saturday, 6/ 20 

10:43 a.m. Caller advises 
that a Greenfield Road 
resident is giving the pav
ing crew a hard time. Offi
cer advises that there may 
be some damage to the 
pavement they just put 
down from an involved 
party. Investigated. 

TELEVISION REVIEW 

4:39 p.m. Caller stated 
that the money she had 
in her purse when shop
ping ($16) has been "lift
ed"; that she confronted a 
male party who confessed 
to taking it; and that this 
could be "put in the paper 
or whatever it 1s [we] 
do." Caller then hung up. 
5:41 p.m. Motorcycle ac
cident on Third Street hill 
near Unity Park. Driver 
transported to hospital. 
10: 10 p.m. Request for K9 

unit to assist with armed 
robbery investigation at 
the Hadley Dunkin' Do
nuts. Services rendered. 
Tuesday, 6/16 

7 :07 p.m. Caller from 
Great Falls Middle 
School reports a possible 
party with 30-50 kids on 
Vladish Avenue after a 
school dance; concerned 
that no parents would be 
present based on over
heard conversations. Of
ficers checked and con
firmed that there were 
several parents on scene. 
8:27 p.m. Off-duty officer 
reports a possible fight 
under the railroad tracks 
in Millers Falls. Erving 
PD was on scene speak
ing to three people; they 
reported hearing some 
noises in the area and ob
served two vehicles take 
off toward Erving. Gone 
on arrival. 

6:20 p.m. Caller reports 
that the front door to the 
Carnegie Library is open, 
no lights on inside and 
no one around. Officer 
checked building with a 
keyholder, who will se
cure the doors. 

12: 14 p.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street advises that 
her neighbor threatened 
to assault her children 
after the children were 
fighting with sticks; just 
wants it logged for now. 
12:50 p.m. Caller reports 
that he was gone from 
his apartment on Avenue 
A for 15-20 minutes and 
when he returned his 
laptop was missing. No 
sign of forced entry. Re
sponding officer advises 
that caller isn't sure if it 
was stolen or if his friend 
took it. 

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

There is a new supernatural dra
ma called Proof on TV. It premiered 
last week on TNT. 

In the show, a heart surgeon 
played by Jennifer Beals is asked by 
a multi-billionaire who is going to 
die of cancer to find out what hap
pens after we die. This woman, who 
was probably not good with people 
to begin witll, is cUITently dealing 
with the loss of a teenage son, and 
has had a near-death experience of 
her own. Recent events have made 
her people skills worse. 

She is not a believer of afterlife. 
The multi-billionaire just wants her 
to find out answers about the after
life: Is there one, or not? 

I like supernatural-type things 
like the afterlife, ghosts and rein
carnation. I also consider myself to 
be a spiritual person. So this show 
is pretty much my kind of favorite 
TV show. 

A TV segment about Proof men
tions that when it comes to the belief 
in the afterlife, the show doesn't go 
into saying whether it is real or not, 
letting the people watching decide 
for themselves. When I saw the first 
episode I found that 
to be the hue about 
the show. 

The heart sur
geon's first look into 
the question for the 
multi-billionaire is 
through a case about 
a little girl. The case 
offers her tidbits that 
could be proof of 
there being afterlife 
or not. The little girl 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

mysteriously mentions that she will 
not talk about her near-death expe
rience any more with the surgeon 
- implying that someone has told 
her not to. 

There is also a brief glimpse of 
someone from the doctor's own 
near·-death experience appear'ing at 
the end of the episode. This show 
seems to imply her character has her 
own personal mystery going on. 

There are basically two points 
of interest that should make people 
want to watch Proof One is the lead 
char·acter's personal mystery: 

Did this woman indeed have 
her own near-death experience? 
She seems close to seeing her son 
again, and this seems to be coming 
up as a connection to what she is 
investigating. 

The other is whether an afterlife 
is real. I believe that question will 
draw a huge viewership to the show 
- who wouldn't want an answer to 
that? The possibility of that being 
real could be of a great comfort to 
some people. 

Here we have a show that does 
an investigation of that topic for us 
to see, with viewers getting to form 
their own opinions on the subject. 

8:08 a.m. Inquiry about 
options to mal,e inter
section at Chestnut and 
Unity Streets safer; bush
es and trees on private 
property limit visibility. 
Caller referred to DPW; 
officer advised. 
12:32 p.m. Caller re
quests to speak with an 
officer regarding a heated 
verbal altercation that 
took place between two 
parents today at Sheffield 
Elementary School. Offi
cer will attempt to follow 
up with involved parties; 
uniformed officer will be 
posted at school tomor
row at pickup time in case 
there is another issue. 
12:33 p.m. Two calls re
garding a suspicious 19 

year old male interacting 
with underage females on 
Face book. Advised of op
tions. 
4:43 p.m. Report of suspi
cious male "rummaging" 
through some bushes at 
Turnpike Road and Wal
nut Street. Referred to an 
officer. 
9:23 p.m. Caller advis
ing of party on "personal 
scooter" traveling south
bound on the wrong side 
of Unity Street; con-

w cerned about party's safe
~ ty. Referred to an officer. 
;ii 

A full page of the printed 
dispatch log was not 

provided to the press. 
There was a shooting on 
Fifth Street late Tuesday 

night, during the gap. 

10:02 p.m. Several calls 
reporting a disturbance 
near Element Brewing. 
As officers were respond
ing, involved party left in 
an unknown vehicle with 
Vermont plates. Erving 
PD located the vehicle on 
Route 63. Officer advises 
that this was a simple as
sault; parties remaining 
on scene not very coop
erative; no desire to press 
charges. Info conveyed to 
Mass State Police. 
11 :42 p.m. Report of ve
hicle idling in front of 
Greenfield Co-op Bank 
on Avenue A. Caller ob
served 2 suspicious fe
males in the same gen
eral area; one was heard 
screaming something to 
the effect that the cops 
were looking for her and 
that if anyone asked, they 
hadn't seen her. Female 
then took off running 
into the woods behind 
15 Fifth Street. Another 
female was seen running 
across Avenue A yelling 
that she could not find 
her sister. Officer spoke 
with vehicle operator, 
who advised that he was 
waiting for his girlfriend 
who 1s on Fifth Street 
to come back but stated 

6:31 p.m. Report of two 
younger males setting off 
fireworks and flares near 
the post office on Avenue 
A. Area search negative. 
11:49 p.m. Officer out at 
Town Hall, where the 
front door is unsecured. 
No lights on; no vehicles 
m area. Building search 
complete; door re-se
cured. 
Friday, 6/19 

12:32 a.m. Report of loud 
argument on G Street. 
Caller reports hearing 
some type of explosion. 
Responding officers ad
vise that female half of 
argument was brought 
to her parents' house 
and will be there for the 
night. Her screaming was 
the cause of the calls. Of
ficer further advises that 
the "explosion" heard was 
one of the involved par
ties hitting a street sign. 
2:28 a.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street advises 
that someone just tried 
to break into his home by 
breaking the screen and 
attempting the window 
near the front door. Caller 
saw figure running away 
up Fourth Street. Re
sponding officer reports 
that screen was clearly 
manipulated; hole was 
broken into it to reach 
window. Incident number 
requested. 
3:13 a.m. Caller from 
Unity Street reports that 
there was a male in her 
kitchen who left out the 
back door off the porch. 
Responding officers re
port that kitchen door 
may have accidentally 

5:52 p.m. Officer request
ed by party at the Mutton 
and Mead Festival who 
is irate because someone 
threw something at his 
vehicle resulting in dam
age. Responding officer 
assisted caller with clean
ing what was thrown into 
his vehicle; appears to be 
some type of soup on his 
car seats. 
Sunday, 6/21 

3:10 p.m. Message left in 
general mailbox advising 
of a snapping turtle by 
the side of Montague City 
Road near the car wash. 
Caller just advising. 
7 :20 p.m. Message left in 
general mailbox advising 
of a brown/white pit bull 
loose on Central Street. 
Caller states that the dog 
"lunged" at her when she 
was outside. Officer ad
vised; copy of call left for 
ACO. 
8:09 p.m. Caller report
ing a "rabid raccoon" on 
the corner of her sun 
deck. When asked why 
she thought it was ra
bid, caller stated that she 
knows it shouldn't be out 
during the daylight. Call
er advised to try to scare 
raccoon back into woods. 
Referred to an officer. 
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shield. There was a sto1y line to 
follow - one of the knights, the 
apparent villain, got a loud round 
of boos from the crowd - but we 
couldn't quite follow the thread 
because we came late. 

The jousting transitioned to an 
intricate swordfight on the backs of 
a couple of amazingly well-trained 
horses, who behaved like they see 
that kind of action eve1y day. 

We then wandered around to 
the shire lanes to check out the 
merchants and craftspeople. There 
was a broad range of medieval-re
lated goods to be had at the vari
ous booths, including tarot decks, 
fairie masks, wooden swords, ex
otic teas and eve1y possible fo1m 
of leather clothing. 

Among the different a1tisans 
demonstrating their craft to the 
public were blacksmiths, potters, 
weavers and woodworkers. 

There was an arche1y range that 
was lined up with eager teenage 
boys waiting to hit the wild boar 
target and an area where young
sters could get fitted for rumor, 
chainmail and helmets - a pe1fect 
photo op for next yeru·'s family 
Christmas cru·d. 

Strolling around the shire was a 
wide cast of characters, interacting 
with the visitors and setting the pe
riod mood for the festival. 

Sometimes, because many at
tendees were decked out in time
appropriate garb, it was difficult 
to tell who was actually pe1fo1m
ing in character, and who was just 
caped and corseted for fun. 

While we were watching belly 
dancing for a short while, a young 
guy entirely covered in soot asked 
me "How doth thou fare today?" 
and shook my hand, covering it in 
chalky black residue for much of 
the day. I later found out that he ran 
the knife-throwing booth, which 
made some sense, but I couldn't 
quite figure out where all that coal 
dust would've come from. 

We ended our visit to the me-

Stop in for an application. 

Two co-op store locations, 
everyone welcome, 

every day. 

dieval era with pad thai from Hat
tapon's booth while watching the 
travelling Cirque de Sewer, which 
is something like a circus act for 
rats, one cat and a charismatic 
ringleader who rounded out her act 
with vaudeville comedy and acro
batic tightrope walking. 

The rats seemed to be a bit 
drowsy from the heat, and the 
cat kept wanting to opt out of the 
perfo1mance by mnning offstage 
- not even the bribe of a smoked 
turkey leg seemed to convince him 
- but the ringleader handled it all 
with a lot of cha1m. Once she did 
manage to rouse the rats from their 
laziness and perfo1m some tricks, I 
was fully impressed. 

I have a hard time getting my 
dog to not chase squiITels and bru·k 
at eve1y passing bicycle, so the 
idea of training a rodent to nm a 
complex multi-leveled obstacle 
course and then press a tiny latch 
that unfurls a small "APPLAUSE" 
banner at the end was a bit mind
boggling to me. 

We never settled our long
standing dispute about what 
makes a Ren Faire, but we agreed 
that Mutton and Mead had a nice 
community feeling to it, with local 
perfo1mers wandering among the 
crowds and many ru·ea businesses 
selling their wru·es. 

It was either like a more home
spun version of the festival that my 
partner is more familiru· with, or a 
less intensely groovy version of 
the festival that I grew up with. 

Was it set in a forested environ
ment? Check. Were there vendors 
selling tinctures and ceramics? 
Check. Juggling? Check. Fund
raising for a range of local causes, 
including the Food Bank of West
em Massachusetts and the Dakin 
Humane Society? Check. 

One thing that was brand new 
to both of us, though, was seeing 
a person costumed as a giant blue 
ore getting a group photo 
taken with a selfie stick. 
The times have changed. u 
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HEPNER from page B 1 they were enjoying some live music. 
'Tm getting them to last four to five yeru·s, but it 

depends on how they are placed," said Hepner. 
"I thought it was pretty cool," said Hepner. 

Hepner said most of his a1t has been public rut that 
can be seen on a drive to Smith College or a bike ride 
through Leverett. For Hepner, the rurnws are a symbol 
of how people live their lives on a day to day basis. 

For more info1mation about Hepner's art, vis- 111!11 
it: www.valleyartshare.com/profile/Bob Hepner. d 

"I was looking at ru-rows in the world and online, 
and aITows were an important symbol for businesses 
and roads. Even in the digital age the a1rnw is a useful 
and important symbol," said Hepner. 

Hepner tries to keep the cost of the a1t reasonable, 
charging only for the cost of materials and his time as 
a carpenter. That equals about $200 to $300 a piece, 
which Hepner said is reasonable for a1t work. 

'Tm hoping that is reasonable for most people," 
said Hepner. 

Hepner likes that his rut is visible and not in a gal
le1y. While he used to show his a1t in galleries early in 
his career, the public nature of his a1t adds a sense of 
pride to Hepner's work. 

"It's not like people have to drive to Smith Alt Mu
seum or Mass Moca; the rut is right there in your daily 
life," said Hepner. 

Hepner is also a bit of an ente1tainer, and is known 
for his colorful and exciting tiuck that he brings to lo
cal events. The old Chevrolet tiuck serves as a po1table 
carnival of sorts, with handmade costumes, a disco ball, 
and music and dancing for kids. One of the more unusual 
offerings is a large rat costume Hepner made, which can 
fit up to two people. Hepner also took some old stuffed 
animals from his own home to make a fo1t for kids to 
play in. The fort is covered by the stuffed animals, which 
is unusual but, Hepner said, the kids love it. 

"Kids really like to play with the games and costumes, 
but adults really like to tink ru·ound too," said Hepner. 

Hepner has had a few grown up children play with 
his rat costume and his fo1t made out of stuffed ani
mals. He remembers a few teenagers who got a hold of 
the fo1t, who were found relaxing with the fo1t while 

Hepner recent!J started making arrows, which are a practica4 
public artistic statement people use to mark hard to find 

drivewcrys, gardens, and businesses. He makes the arro111s out 
of sryrojoam and 11100d, and said he is working to extend the 
lift of the art to faur to jive years. This particular arr0111 is 

no longer standing at the bottom of Hepner's drivewcry, 
because he learned the hard wqy the damage a snow plow 
can dfJ to the artwork. The placement of the arro111s is 

important for their surviva4 he said. 

GARDENER from page B1 

immigrants to Montague Canal and 
giving this envisioned community 
its cm-rent name of the City. 

While these visions faded over 
time and the village remained a 
hamlet, it was much more than the 
residential neighborhood it is to
day. Like other villages in the town, 
Montague City had its own school, 
church, hospital (the Fru-ren), and 
Bm11ham's general store, which also 
housed the post office at the comers 
of Depot Street and the main road. 

In November of 1802, a wooden 
covered bridge was opened where 
the General Pierce Bridge now 
stands, spanning the Connecticut 
and connecting the towns of Mon
tague and Greenfield. The opposite 
comer of Depot Street held the of
fice and depot of the town's trolley 
company. 

Manufacturing abounded. The 
Montague Rod Company was estab
lished in 1885 by Leander BaITett, 
Bemru·d FaITen and Charles Hazel
ton. In its heyday, the rod company 
employed in excess of 200 workers 
making the now famous bamboo 

fishing rods. 
Chatting with fellow villager, 

octogenarian Gordon Fairbroth
er, I lerun that both he and his fa
ther worked for the Rod Company 
whose business wru1·anted a local 
post office. 

Gordon worked at the Rod shop 
for eight years until it closed in 
1955, remaining a smaller opera
tion in downtown Turners Falls 
before it moved out of town as 
Thomas and Thomas. 

The village also boasted two 
brickyards and the Goss family 
woodworking mill (1855) reputed 
to have sawed and planed a mil
lion feet of lmnber, made 500 piano 
cases, and handled over a thousand 
cord of wood annually. There were 
at least three working frums, one be
hind the cm-rent medical offices and 
two on High Street. 

The Proprietors of Locks and Ca
nals built a system which facilitated 
navigation of the Connecticut from 
Hrutford to Brattleboro by 1800. 
However, by 1830, steamboats and 
steam engines were giving this older 
method oftranspo1tation major com-

petition. Declining profits and com
petition from the railroad forced the 
Proprietors to sell their holdings to 
Alval1 Crocker's newly established 
Turners Falls Company, thus ef
fectively moving the industrial hub 
downtown. 

Gone was the vision of a neo-Eu
ropean city, and today the village re
mains primarily residential although 
via the old timers it retains a strong 
sense of pride and of self. 

It survived the 1936 flood al
though neither the wooden bridge 
across the river nor Gordon's family 
homestead did. 

Gordon's son Lawrence has a 
photograph which shows the level 
of the river coming up into our yru·d 
which is many, many feet above. 
The canal beds can still be seen off 
the bike path. 

Memories are another kind of 
heirloom. Gather some of your own, 
and those of neighbors, then pass 
them along to the next generation. 
Save some heirloom seed from your 
gru·den to shru·e with someone else. 

Above all, enjoy this beau- 1•■.., _ 
tiful summer season! ~ 

Montague Common Hall Launches 
Sustaining Membership Drive 

MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
Common Hall is an runazing build
ing with a rich histo1y as a gather
ing place. 

For it to survive and thrive as a 
community center, it needs a seri
ous and on-going influx of cash. 

Because Common Hall volun
teers are committed to keeping 
the rent affordable, annual rental 
income is not anywhere close to 
what is needed to maintain the 
building, let alone pay for repairs 
and renovation. 

Please consider becoming a Sus
taining Member of the Montague 
Common Hall. 

Benefits of becoming a sus
taining member include: receiv
ing regular news and upcoming 

r'7 

events; a 20% discount eve1y time 
you rent the hall; a feeling of tan
gible investment in your larger 
community. 

And to help us launch our Sus
taining Membership drive, for the 
months of June and July 2015, the 
Alvah Stone Restaurant has kindly 
offered to sweeten the pot with 6 
monthly matching amount gift cer-

tificates for sustaining member
ships between $10-$30. 

What that means is that if you 
sign up via PayPal in June or July 
to be a Sustaining Member for say, 
$20 per month, eve1y month for the 
first 6 months, you will receive a 
Gift Ce1tificate to the Alvah Stone 
for $20, good Monday-Thursday, 
for that month only. 

For a $IO/month membership, 
you get 6 monthly $10 gift cer
tificates, for $30/month you get 6 
monthly $30 gift certificates. You 
get the picture. 

Holy Cow, right?! Do it!! Sup
po1t the Common Hall, and eat 
awesome food! 

Visit montaguecommonhall. org 
for more info1mation. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

Charon Art 
CV1s1onary crattoo 

Open '\Vecl-Sat J 1-7 
J, l 3-G7 G-91 J,6 

'"'vw.Charo111\rt.c-om 
107 Ave. A, T"tm1ers Falls MA. 

Conned1ng people to themselves through tattoos 

\Y4nlfi'l;l#Z·@t 
_...-,\_)- Sii«e 1910 -....-. 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA• 413-863-4346 
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Congratulations State Champions!

2015 Massachusetts Division III
TURNERS FALLS SoFTbALL

Mackenzie Salls had three hits against Pioneer 
Regional, including this double, as the Indians 

defeated the Pioneer Panthers 14-2 on Senior Night.

 Amber Caouette watches a 2-run homer fly 
over the outfield fence during her 5-for-5 show-
ing against the Mahar Senators in Orange.

 Head Coach Gary Mullins smiles 
upon learning he just won his 600th 

game, setting a new state record.

Nicole John sides into home as 
the Turners Falls Indians defeat the 
Athol Red Raiders 13-3 in Athol.

A.H. Rist Insurance, Inc. 
159 Avenue A 
Turners Falls • 863-4373

Booska’s Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls   
863-3690 • Congratulations, Team!

One Team  * *  One Dream 
      Congratulations 
FirstLight Power Resources

Green Fields Market/ 
Franklin Community Coop 
Locally owned for over 35 years 
Congratulations!

Greenfield Savings Bank 
863-4316 • To the girls of  summer, 
all our love and congratulations!

Geri Johnson & Assoc.s, Realtors 
66 French King Highway, Gill 
863-9736 • Great Job!

Hillside Plastics 
262 Millers Falls Road 
Turners Falls • 863-2222

Judd Wire, Inc.  
124 Turnpike Rd., Turners Falls 
863-4357 • Congratulations 
TFHS Softball Team and Coaches!

Kali B’s 
166 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
(413) 325-6000 • Congratulations 
to Team and Coaches!

Kostanski Funeral Home, Inc. 
Turners: 863-2447;  
Greenfield: 773-9515 
Congratulations to the Champs!

Montague Community Television 
863-9200 • www.montaguetv.org 
Congratulations, Team!  
from everyone at MCTV

Montague Elks Lodge #2521 
1 Elks Avenue, Turners Falls 
863-2521 • Congratulations!  
You’re the Best!

Montague Web Works 
413-320-5336 
www.montaguewebworks.com 
Congratulations TFHS Softball Team!

Mackin Fuel 
Trucking, Sand and Gravel 
773-3622 • Congratulations! 

Rau’s Auto 
531 Turners Falls Rd., Montague 
367-2475 • Congratulations!

Scotty’s 
863-9634 • Congratulations,  
Girls and Coaches! 
Awesome job as usual!

Shanahan Construction Supply Co. 
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4322 • Congratulations!

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc. 
310 Federal St., Montague 
367-2481 • Congratulations 
from your friends at Sirum Equipment!

Southworth Paper Co. 
26 Canal Street • Turners Falls 
Way to go! • 863-4326

St. Stanislaus Society 
6 K Street, Turners Falls 
863-0187  •  Yea, Champs!
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About-Face Computer  
Solutions, Inc. 
151 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-5447 • Congratulations! 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

A. V. House 
Direct TV for Turners Falls 
863-8677 • Congratulations!

Barbara Edson-Greenwald, 
Realtor • Pam Veith Real Estate 
ABR ,CRS,e-PRO, GRI, CRES, 
CBR • 863-9166 • 413-834-4444  
Great job! Congrats! 

Brian San Soucie, Locksmith 
28 Montague Street,  
Turners Falls • 863-2471 
Congratulations, Team!

Couture Brothers 
400 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4346 • Congratulations!

Cruise & Travel 
413-863-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

Dillon Chevrolet, Inc. 
54 Main Street 
Greenfield • 773-3678

Dolan & Dolan 
174 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
(413) 863-3133   
Congratulations on a great 
season!

Doug’s Auto Body 
39 Center Road, Gill 
863-2785 •  Congratulations!

Dudek Tax Service 
Frank Dudek, 10 Masonic Ave. 
Turners Falls • Office: 386-5394 
Cell: 775-3327 • Job well done!

Ed’s Barber Shop 
74 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-2085 • Congratulations, 
Team!

Franklin Grocery  
& Package Store   
423-3907 • Pizzas and grinders!

Friends of  the Great Falls  
Discovery Center, 2 Avenue A 
Turners Falls • Visit us on 
Facebook

Hallkeen Management, Inc. 
Powertown Apartments 
152 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-9433 • Congratulations!

In-Town Self  Storage 
Office: 50 Chapman Street 
Greenfield • 774-7775 

Kharma Salon 
Jackie Snow & Jen Letourneau 
131 Avenue A • 863-2533 
Congratulations! Great job!

Kustom Auto Body 
48 Randall Road, Montague 
Mike Fuller • 863-3780

Madison on the Ave. 
104 Avenue A, Turners Falls        
Watch the Madison Show on 
MCTV! 
Congratulations, Team!

Montague Mini Storage 
48 Randall Road • 863-4680 
The best hiding place in town! 
Congratulations to the team!

Montague Bookmill 
440 Greenfield Rd., Montague 
367-9206 • Congratulations!

Mohawk Real Estate  
50 Chapman St., Greenfield  
772-0076 • www.mohawkre.com 
Congratulations!

Pipione’s Sport Shop 
Bait, tackle and hunting supplies 
101 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-4246 • Congratulations!

Riverside Radiator 
48 French King Highway 
Rt. 2, Gill • 863-4049

B. Rubin & Sons, Inc. 
194 Millers Falls Rd.,  
Turners Falls • 863-2236 
Congratulations, Team!

Loot: Found and Made 
62 Avenue A • 863-9500 
www.loottheshop.com

2nd Street Baking Company 
at 4th Street, Turners Falls 
863-4455 • 
www.2ndstreetbakingco.com

Shady Glen Diner 
7 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
863-9636 • Congratulations  
on another great season!

Solar Store of  Greenfield 
Advice, Design and Installation 
772-3122 • 2 Fisk Avenue 
Congratulations for a job well 
done!

Turn it Up 
Montague Book Mill 
367-0309 • www.turnitup.com

KELLY LOYND PHOTO
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Montague Recognized as 2015 
Playful City USA Community 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

241 communities exhibiting Playability to be recognized 
as part of 2015 Playful City USA Program 

Montague is being honored with a 2015 Playful City USA designation for the second 
time. In partnership with the Humana Foundation, KaBOOM! is honoring cities, towns 
and counties across the country for making their communities more playable. 

This past spring the Montague Parks & Recreation Department (MPRD) installed the 
Sway Fun Glider down at Unity Park with the help from numerous volunteers and com
munity members. MPRD will also be spearheading the construction of a concrete skate 
park at Unity this summer, with hopes of opening the facility in the fall of 2015. The 
Parks & Recreation Department has also applied for funding in hopes of developing a 
Master Plan for Norma's Parks & Rutter's Park in Lake Pleasant. 

Hopscotch sidewalks, structured recess programs, mandated neighborhood play spaces, 
city-wide play days and mobile recreation vehicles are all ways in which these communi
ties are appealing to residents, and attracting and retaining residents. 

"Playability is crucial to the success of our future communities, and we are proud of the 
work these cities and leaders are doing to provide a better quality of life for all residents, 
and especially families," says KaBOOM! President, James Siegal. "Play provides a com
petitive advantage for cities looking to attract and retain residents. With these esteemed 
leaders, and our friends and partners across the country, we continue to prioritize play for 
all kids." 

To learn more about these cities, see the full list of the 241 communities named 2015 
Playful City USA honorees, or to gather more inf01mation on the Playful City USA pro
gram, visit www.playfulcityusa.org. We also encourage you to take part in the conversa
tion on #playability with these thought leaders on Twitter and Facebook. 

I 

OYsTERGIRL s GuIDE To 

REAL LIVING 
~ ~ 
By VANESSA QUERY 

Hello, my friends. I'd like to re
sume telling you about my approach 
to hygiene. If you've tried out any 
of my suggestions so far, maybe 
you've stopped using soap and/or 
showering all the time, and maybe 
you've even tried a sponge bath! 

For this post, I'd like to focus on 
hair care. 

Our hair is a combination of na
ture and nurture: certain qualities 
of our hair are innate ai1d out of our 
control, but others - increasingly, 
with modem technology and styl
ists - are highly customizable. 

Hair can be a tough topic to 
broach, because our hair is such a 
pait of our visible identity. Being 
a redhead and having a redheaded 
son, I am keenly awai·e of this. My 
hair has alternately been a blessing 
and a bane, especially as I transi
tioned to a more natural lifestyle 
and approach to personal care. 

People notice and comment on 
our hair all the time. I got lucky, 
because during most of my transi
tion to natural hygiene, I was sur
rounded by likeminded people; 
this is, in fact, what inspired and 
allowed this transition. So, com
ments about my hair were not 
based on some societal expectation 
of what a young woman's head of 
hair ought to look like. 

Anyway. Here's what I did. 
Stop using shampoo. 
Many years ago, I worked in a 

coffeeshop where the owner had 
the greatest hair. It was thick and 
kind of all over the place. A co
worker asked him what product he 
used. He laughed. "I don't even use 
shampoo." 

We decided that his hair had 
so much character BECAUSE he 
didn't use shampoo: He let his 
natural oils give texture to his hair, 
rather than stripping his hair by us
ing shampoo, which can cause it to 
lie slack and dull. 

Inspired, I stopped using sham
poo, just to see what would hap
pen. I still showered and massaged 
my scalp with water, going through 
the same motions as when I used 
shampoo. 

The transition period was rough: 
My hair got oily and sticky. 

I washed it with shampoo after 
a couple of weeks. It felt weird 
- o smooth and slippe1y. I couldn't 
keep my hands off it. 

Then I didn't wash it again, 
and it was fine. It lost that smooth 
and slippery feel, and found a nice 
balance between my hair feeling 
strangely a1tificial and being oily 
and gross. 

My hair was very short at the 
time, a grown-out buzz cut. I am 
thankful for that; I may not have 

made it othe1wise. 
My hair was just fine without 

shampoo. In fact, my hair was 
BETTER without shampoo. I never 
again had to deal with staticky hair, 
a constant winte1time problem. My 
hair developed chai·acter, like my 
boss's: I could kind of style it, be
cause of its natural oils (which were 
no longer gross and sticky), rather 
than it just lying flat. I didn't miss 
the "smooth ai1d slippery" feeling; 
in fact, I'd gotten kind of weirded 
out by it. 

Now, my hair cai·e method is: 
when I shower, I massage my scalp 
with water and towel-d1y. I gener
ally forget about it until the next 
time I shower (which, as you may 
recall, is not daily). 

After my pregnancy, however, 
my hair got darker, thicker, and 
more oily, a not-uncommon change 
that can result from pregnai1cy, ap
parently. Between that and my oc
casion bouts of growing out my 
hair, sometimes I find I need a little 
something extra, not just water. 

I discovered J.R. Liggett's Bar 
Shampoo from a blog post about 
"Victorian Shampoo Alternatives" 
(http:// ourheri tageotbeal th. com/ 
victorian-shampoo-al tema tives/). 
It's made primarily from olive oil, 
coconut oil, and castor oil. 

When my hair is longer, I may 
use it eve1y few weeks; when it's 
sho1t, eve1y few months. I don't 
keep track; I just use it when I need 
to and when I think of it. A small 
amount does the trick - and my 
hair is once again right as rain. 

Something else that helps 
is brnshing with a natural fiber 
brnsh. I leained about the boar
bristle brnsh from the same blog-

JUNE 25, 2015 

Gill: Community 
Children's Book Sale 

GILL - Together we can have a 
community booksale! Here is how 
it works: 

We have a small number of chil
dren's books that we have weeded 
from our collection. Please clean 
out your own shelves at home and 
bring a blanket and any unwanted 

children's books and set up on our 
library lawn. 

Saturday, June 27 at 10:30 am. 
at the Slate Memorial Libraiy, Gill. 

Also - sign up for our Summer 
Reading Grune ai1d pick-up a flyer 
of family events hosted by Slate Li
braiy this summer! 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Fireworks Stopped Prior to Arrival 

Monday, 6/8 

5:30 p.m. Report of 
suspicious male sub
ject at Swamp Road 
residence. Gone on ar
rival. 

9:18 p.m. Assisted Er
ving FD with fire on 
River Road. 

ing at Fifth Street. 
Thursday, 6/ l 8 

6:20 p.m. Suspi
cious activity at For
est Street residence. 
Found to be a resident 
retrieving items from 
their home. 

Saturday, 6/ 13 

Friday, 6/U 

10: 15 a.m. Assisted 
with a medical emer
gency on Lillians Way 
2:50 p.m. Issued a 
criminal application to 

9 p.m. Report of fire
works in area of Cen
tral Street. Stopped 
prior to arrival. 
Monday, 6/ l 5 Stmday, 6hn 
11 :50 a.m. Investiga
tion of breaking and 
entering on Ridge 
Road, report taken. 
Tuesday, 6/16 

8:1'0 a.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on 
High Street 
9:06 p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on 
State Road. 

msurance 
10 p.m. Assisted Mon
tague PD with shoot-

ger I discovered the shampoo bar 
from (Lori, on ourheritageofhealth. 
com). According to her: 

"Using an old-fashioned boar
bristle brush rather than a syn
thetic bristle hair brush helps to 
distribute the scalps natural oils 
more evenly throughout the strand. 
When you brush your hair with a 
boar-bristle brush, you 're allowing 
your scalps moisturizing oils to 
coat the whole strand rather than 
just staying concentrated at the top 
of your scalp. 

"This is great news for anyone 
who is ... transitioningfrom regular 
shampoo to a more natural method 
of hair washing. Since brushing 
distributes the oil more evenly 
throughout the hair, it brings some 
of the oil from your scalp (where 
you already have enough oil, es
pecially if your hair is in a greasy 
transition stage between detergent 
shampoo and natural hair washes) 
and brings the oil to the ends of 
your hair (which are usually drier 
and can actually use the oil.)" \ 

The idea of hair length kind of 
leads me to my next practice/sug
gestion. 

Buzz your hair. 
I started buzzing my hair in col

lege. Tums out it was a good look 
for me. The best part? The easiest 
hair maintenance EVER. 

As I mentioned, when I stopped 
using shampoo, my hair was grown 
out from a buzz cut. My hair tends 
to be oily, and the transition was 
difficult enough. It would have 
been a lot worse had my hair been 
longer. 

Thanks to sho1t-sho1t hair, the 

difficulty of transitioning from us
ing shainpoo frequently to not us
ing it at all only lasted a couple of 
weeks. 

When you have long hair, or 
sho1t hair that requires styling, 
time and/or money is spent: 
• on haircuts 
• on shainpoo and conditioner and 
other products 
• on shampooing ai1d conditioning 
• on brnshing and styling 
• on maintenance throughout the 
day 
When you buzz your hair, all that is 
required is: 
• a decent set of clippers, or a bar
ber (think stripey pole) you can pay 
like $IO to buzz your hair for you 
• maybe a half an hour eve1y few 
months (YMMV - Your Method 
May Va1y) for a buzz cut 

Possibly the most impo1tant ob
stacle to this is learning that you 
can be socially acceptable without 
a fancy haircut (this is a tad more 
salient for women). I'm lucky in 
that I have a nicely shaped head 
- or so I've been told. Having su
per-sho1t hair suits me. 

Next up, I'll address phero
mones and body hair. Or maybe I' 11 
share some more recipes. Drop me 
a line if you've got a preference! 

Vanessa Query, aka Oystergirl, 
digs all things local and sustain
able, and identifies mostly with the 
paleo/ancestral movement. 

She writes about food 
and philosophy and more at 
theycallmeoystergirl. com. She 
welcomes responses and questions 
at oystergirl@mo11taguerepo1ter.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Qissance IB~ders 
~alitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gflwught 

www.renbuild.net 
863~8316 

Free Mobile App 
with Mobile Check Deposit! 

GREENFIELD~~ NORTHAMPTON 
Cc,ope·at ve Bank ~ Coopemtive Bank t;;",;...":;,;!~:::'""'' 

Avenue A, Turners Falls I 413 51 2 5012 

IJ BestlocalBank.com MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413) 498.0207 x2 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

oeaso111 Gcomcast.ner 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

CHEVF10lET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe t:qulnox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) TT3-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

Savings and protection 
for the WHOLE FAMILY! 
Very competitive Auto and 
Home rates, including group 
discounts for AAA & AARP! 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j, 
\VendelL MA 

1 
!f,.,.,-

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties 'l.···'-l~ ,._.~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Salmon Falls Artisan Showroom, 
Shelburne Falls: Kiln Partners: 
two wood-fired kilns, two teams 
of pottery. Runs through 6/28. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26 Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Roosters. Classic Rock Dance Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 

Falls: The Golden Age of Music. 8 p.m. 
Shelburne Faffs Movie Theaters. FRIDAY, JULY 3 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 
Derek Bridges, live acoustic 
guitar, 7 p.m. 

ShelburneArts Co-op, Shelburne 
Falls: Glued In. Group show 
of 50 member artists. Through 
6/29. 

Sunderland Library, Sunderland: 
Ann McNeal, Elements of 
Nature: Photographs, Paintings 
and Poems. Runs through 6/29. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Tom Wyatt: Reflections. Digital 
photography exhibit. Runs 
through 6/30. 

A live multi-media presentation 
of the heydey of the Memorial 
Theater, the Buckland Theater, 
and the Memorial Drive-In. Film 
historian Jonathan Boshen 
guides the "tour". 7:30 p.m. 
Music by Jim Egan at 7 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Mike 
Hixon Trio. Blues. 8 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Fancy Trash. lndie folk rock. 8 
p.m. 

Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional The Pioneer Tavern, Millers 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: Deja Brew, Wendell: The Definite 
Maybes. Uptown blues. 9 p.m. Sawmill River Arts, Montague 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT EVERY FRIDAY Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Btu-Groove 
(organ) Trio. 9:30 
p.m. 

Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Slate Memorial Library, 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: 
Evening Story Time. Young 
children and their families are 
invited to wind down at the end 
of the day with stories. 6:30-7 
p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
Hands-on environmental 
experience for young children, 
3-6 years. 10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish 
Conversation Group. Brush up 
on or improve your Spanish in a 
casual and friendly environment, 
4 to 5 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Great Falls Farmers Market, 
Turners Falls: Fresh produce, 
plants, crafts, etc. 2-6 p.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
& Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

Gill: Story Hour, stories 
and a hands-on craft 
project. 10 a.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

11 South Gallery, 
Bernardston: Amble 
Among Trees. 
Woodland themed 
exhibit. Runs through 
6/27. 

The Art Garden, 
Shelburne Falls: On My 
Mind, Teen Art Exhibit. 
Organized by teens for 
teens. Through 7/9. 

Artspace, Greenfield: 

SATURDAY, JUNE 
27 

Great Falls Discovery 
Center, Turners Falls: 
Poetry Reading. 
Bring your own poem 
to share - topic is the 
Connecticut River 
watershed's flora and 
fauna. 10:30 a.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Second Annual 
Wendell Wildcat 

Pivot: Focus on the 
Human Form. Artists 
participating in the 
exhibit reside in 

Wildcat O'Halloran presents the second annual Wendell 
Wildcat Bluesfest at the D#a Bretv Pub Pavilion June 27, 

5pm-midnight to benefit the Friends of Wendell. Rain or shine. 

Bluesfest. Donations 
to benefit Friends of 
Wendell. Begins at 5 
p.m. in pavillion. 

Pothole Pictures, 
Shelburne Falls: 

Colrain, Greenfield, 
Montague Northfield, 
Shelburne, South 
Deerfield, Turners 

Featuring a Whoj Who of Western Mass Blues Legends 
including Wendellj 01vn Dangerbqy, all backed f?y the stellar 

Wildcat O 'Halloran Band Friends of Wendell provides shott
tmn financial support to neighbors in need 

The Golden Age 
of Shelburne Faffs 
Movie Theaters. 
(see Friday's listing.) 

Falls. Highlighting 
this year's members' exhibit is 
artwork by Nina Rossi of Turners 
Falls. Exhibit runs through 7/3. 

Avenue A Storefront Galleries, 
Turners Falls: Aliena Animali. 
Strange Beasts, Sci-Fi 
Figments, Monsters and 
Bio-Hybrids. Artists Rob 
Kimmel, Bruce Kahn, Sophie 
Artgetsinger, Gary Smith, Darrin 
Martin, & Torsten Zenas Burns. 
Reception 6/18 evening. Runs 
through 7/20. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Artists of the 
Deerfield Valley Arts Association. 
Runs through 6/30. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Cool 
Cats. Highlighting the work of 
Montague painter Christine 
Mero, the show also includes 
paintings by Donna Estabrook 
and N. S. Koenings, with 
sculture, toys, and other items 
by Nina Rossi, Peggy Hart, Edite 
Cunha, Belinda Lyons Zucker 
and others. All cats, all the time. 
Through 7/18. 

Center: Seeking artists for 
cooperative gallery featuring 
fine arts and crafts. For 
more information see 
sawmillriverarts. com. 

WWW. 

Wendell Free Library invites 
artists to submit applications 
for two-dimensional work to 
exhibit in the Herrick Meeting 
Room gallery. Applications 
accepted at any time. See www. 
wendeflmass. us 

Loot, Turners Falls: Save a 
Painting and Help a Dog. Call 
for artists to pick up paintings 
at Loot and add a "creature" 
to the painting. Submissions 
due by 8/15, and paintings 
will be auctioned off on 9/19 at 
Loot. All proceeds will go to the 
Franklin County Dog Shelter in 
Montague. 

EVENTS 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 

Coop Concert Series, Greenfield: 
Austin & Eliott, Sue Kranz and 
Ben Tousley, Gabriel and Orlen. 
6p.m 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl. 
Hot Stuff. Members summer Jazz/Blues. 8 p.m. 
show. Through 8/31. 

7:30 p.m. Music by 
Whistlestop 7 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Samirah 
Evans and The Valley Jazz 
Divas. An on-going series, this 
week featuring Jill Connolly, 
Carol Abbe Smith, and Barbara 
Weene. 8 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Brendan Gallagher. Singer/ 
songwriter. 8 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John 
Sheldon. Guitar. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, JUNE 29 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Nora's Stellar Open 
Cabaret. 8pm 

TUESDAY, JUNE 30 

Falls: 
Mic. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
This week's topic is eagles! See 
On-going events this page for 
details. 10:30 a.m. 

THURSDAY, JULY 2 

Coop Concert Series, Greenfield: 
Jenny McAvoy, Kathy Sylvester, 
Boyz of the Landfill with Mike 
Pattavina. At the Greenfield 
Energy Park. 6 p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

10.::: _,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ Serving Ille Area for ove1 25 years Certified• Bonded• /nsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
28 Monlaguc S1rceI 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
Equalites. Reggae. 9 p.m. 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

June 26th & 27th, 7:30 p.m. 

The 

"THE GOLDEN AGE 
OF SHELBURNE FALLS 

MOVIE THEATERS" 

Music at 7 p.m. Friday: Jim Egan 
Saturday Whisflestop 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t11 ... J\ r ~ 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

The Brick House Teen Center 
is seeking donations 

of one or two pizzas per 
month, to be enjoyed during 

Teen Center Programs & Events 
If interested in donating, 

please call 863-9559 
THANKS! 

www:b.c:ickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

$d~ 
purchase! 

FRI 6/26 9:30 FREE 
Blu-Groove 

(organ) Trio 

SAT 6/27 9:30 $3 
no show 

SUN 6/28 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

(SHOKAZOBA, 
Fri 7/3, FREE) 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
IIEIOEZVDUSTNA,COM 
TEL:413·863·2866 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
• Safe Combinations Changed fox 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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CARNEGIE from page B 1 
the map (this infonnation found in Free Public 
Libraiy Commission rep011s of 1909 to 1928 
and notices in the town newspaper). 

A display case devoted to ''Hither and Yon" 
holds miscellaneous items, such as a top hat, 
a Mexican "love belt," wooden ice skates, a 
cow bell from Nova Scotia, etc. A mounted 
bear's head lies behind this case. 

There are many cases full of minerals and 
geological specimens; memorabilia pe11ain
ing to Turners Falls such as leather souvenir 
postcards, old phone directory, photos and 
maps, and a box of items explaining the silk 
industry (there was a short-lived McLane Silk 
Company here from 1914-18). 

Weights and Measures 
Libraiy director Linda Hickman swung 

open the double doors on a huge wooden 
cabinet while I was there, the day that visitors 
from the Pequot Museum were examining the 
Native American aitifacts in the loft. It was a 
moment halfway between an "ooh-aah" and a 
''what the ... " as we realized what the contents 
were: the cabinet contained an official balance 
scale with a set of standai·d weights and mea
sures. A plaque on the base of the scale read 
"Made for the Town of Montague by Howai·d 
& Davis, Boston Mass." 

The Howai·d & Davis company was in busi
ness from 1848 to 1857. It won the contract to 
create 330 official weights and measures stan
dards sets to be distributed to eve1y town and 
city in Massachusetts. In 1848 state law man
dated a set of standai·d weights and measures to 
be supplied to eve1y town. 

The sets were made to comply with stan
dards issued to each state and each custom 
house after the 1836 Federal Standards Act. 
Eve1y scale and measming device used com
mercially in each town were to be inspected 
and adjusted periodically against these new 
federal weights and measures by a town-ap
pointed Weigher and Sealer. 

There are one- and two-dram and ounce 

Birds' eggs on cotton. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Montague's collection of standard weights and measures, dating to the 1850s. 

weights, all the way up to 25- and 50-pounders 
stored beside the scale. I was tempted to pick 
up one of the gleaining silver weights, to heft 
it and admire the thick nickel plating, which 
impaits such a waim, yellow gleam compared 
to the cold blue of chrome. 

A lever in front of the case locks and un
locks the equal aim balance beam of the 
scale. The aims of the scale suppo1t two large 
circulai· plates. In the back of the cabinet is a 
brass matrix used to verify the length of yard 
sticks. In the lower cabinet are cast iron diy 
measures, one quart to 1/2 bushel, and cast 
iron liquid measures from 1 gill ( one quarter 
pint) to 1 gallon. 

The nurse1y rhyme about Jack and Jill actu
ally refers to the English measures of ''jack" 
and ''jill," used to dole out booze. The rhyme 
was created after King Chai'les I reduced the 
size of these measures in order to collect more 
taxes. "Jill" later become "gill," and ''jack" 
must have died of his injuries. 

A few other towns in Massachusetts (Box
borough, Sturbridge, Longmeadow, Upton 
and Ha1vai·d) still have their Howard & Davis 
weights and measm·es cabinets with ahnost 
complete contents, according to Howard Chei
fitz, who manages a website (measureman.com) 
devoted to antique weights and measures. 

I sent Cheifitz pictures to see if he thought 
the Montague set was complete with all origi
nal components, which would be ve1y rare. 
But, judging by the handle style and marking 
differences on the weights, and the fact that 
several of them don't fit in their holders, he de
tennined that some ai·e replacement pieces. 

A few taill(ai·ds and a wooden bushel mea
sure in the bottom compartment ai·e add-ons 

from the eai'ly 1900s. 
Tags in the cabinet showed vai'ious dates of 

state inspections with the last one in 1944. Re
cords at the Montague Town Hall ve11fy that an 
official Weigher and Sealer was appointed by 
the selectboard each year until 2002. 

I was unable to find anyone who remem
bered the old cabinet being moved from town 
hall to the libraiy, but there is a big five-gallon 
measure in the Town Clerk's office that resem
bles the tankai·ds in the cabinet. 

I spoke with Weights and Measures director 
Chai'les Cai1'0II, who has been at the Boston 
bureau for 56 years. He is the official you may 
(eventually) reach by calling the number on the 
gas pmnp inspection sticker. He thought that 
the old cabinet was probably put out of use in 
the 1970s, when electronic scales becaine the 
new stai1dard of measurement. 

The Consumer and Merchant Protection Act 
of 1998 gave towns the authority to contract 
with the state for inspection se1vices, rather 
than appointing their own inspector. 

Today, CaIToll said, there ai·e twelve state 
inspectors, se1vicing 67 contracted towns. 
After the town collects the fees paid by the 
merchants who have been inspected, they 
usually more than recoup the contract fee 
paid to the state. 

The Montague Annual Town Rep011s show 
payments every year since 2003 of $2,750 to 
Weights and Measures. Revenue from Weights 
and Measures vai'ies from year to year, but ap
pears to more than cover the contract fee. One 
year it was as high as $5,700 

I spoke with Montague's last appointed 
Weigher and Sealer, Frank J. Dudek, who 
se1ved in that capacity from 2000 to 2002. He 
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remembers using some weights and measuring 
devices that were stored in one of the old police 
depaitment garages downtown. He has never 
seen the old standai·ds cabinet in the libraiy. 

Dudek recalls having to test the gas pumps 
every 6 months by filling an official five-gallon 
container with gas (maybe that 5-gallon tan
kard in the clerk's office?) He said it was com
mon to get complaints from elderly car own
ers, concerned that their gas tank wasn't big 
enough to hold the ainount of gas they had just 
pumped into it and they were getting cheated. 

The libraiy would like to shai·e their Arti
facts Loft with the public more often, but with
out additional help that would be hai·d to do. 

Director Hickman would like to engage 
some interns or volunteers who could make 
better signage for the displays and possibly 
staff the loft for regulai· periods of time so more 
people could visit up there. For now, it might 
be good idea to call before heading over to visit 
the loft, in case they ai·e too busy to show it, or 
have prograins scheduled in the space. 

Enjoy these chaimingly info1mal and cu-
1-ious aitifact displays in the Gill, Northfield, 
Eiving and Montague librai'ies before they dis
appeai·. In the event of an expansion or reno
vation to Massachusetts libraiy buildings, the 
state will not fund the constmction of rooms to 
house these collections. 

In that event, some relics could hopefully 
find new homes in the specialized collections 
at other local museums and institutions. Sure
ly some could also be displayed in creative 
ways on the walls of a new or reno- lll!IJ 
vated building. -~ 

A pelican. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

c;~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

TH:R.EE-1!0-U:R.SE 
TH"Cf::.R.SI>A YS ❖ $.2S 

lfOW OFElf FOI\. LVlf~H 
8A. TVI\.l)A. Y t,- 8Vlfl)A. Y 

Open Thursday and Friday 5 • 9pm 

Sunday l 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 • 8pm 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appoimmem 

teJ Husqvarna 
• Lawn Tractors 
• Snow Blowers 
• Rototillers 
•Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Lawn Mowers 
•Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

~GREEN RIVER 
~POWERSPORTS 

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 
www.greenriverpowersports.com 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

Strawberry Soiree i::T~ 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20 THE PtJlll.lC 

2-5 PM - Tastings of Strawberries, 
Music, Spring Produce, Shortcake 

PYO Organic Strawberries 

6 PM - Dinner #J HRE FA% 
in the Field! ~ ,._ 

Tickets 'f_-..; 
Available. ~~~~_,o' 

at the form, 184 Meadow Rd, Montague ww\\.redfirefarm.com 

Qrtti Jol1Mon. '1lroO~o,·c 
AOR, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I 'J.f;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Special/sf) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold lhis JJl'Sligious designation. 
The CRS ~ my badge of experti1ie and your shick! ot 
ass1Tance. Put your trust in the bcsl lo get ihe job clore. 
Whtlher buying. selling or refC11ing. alwa)'l choole 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO 1rn1~ ni /'l'll('llrAN,. 

a 
lffliU¼MM 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
iihUMiilill (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

•Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
&Patio ... .,.,,.,.. 
21111n1i-.aw. 

413'415-!570 

woodfired pizzeria 

SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN 

TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND 
CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES 

READY TO HEAT & EAT! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 

MON. • SAT.: 7 AM. TO S P.M. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL MAY 

(OMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I Integrity I expertise 

( ] 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

www.pvsquared.coop PioneerValeyPholo\tilaics 
• •o~k•r-r,wn•d ,;oop••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 

-~ -SHAN"Alf N. CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SUPP.J!Y Co. INC. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice .. 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

or802-579-1800 

www.shonohansupply.com 
and at our new location 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro 




