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LEVERElT SELECTBOARD 

Board Weighs 
The Need For A 
Facilities Manager 

Turners Softball Makes It 
To State Finals ... Again! 

Upper Valley Music Festival 
Forced To Greenfield 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

After a 5-1 win over Assabet Valley Regional on Wednesday in the 
state semifinal in Worcester, the team will face Greater New Bedford 
Vocational in the Division III Championship game on Saturday. 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

ater], which we had booked in Janu
a1y, wasn't going to be available." 

Byrnes said the organizers tried 
to so1t out the problem for a week 
and a half, but were unsuccessful. 
"Without the Shea, we just couldn't 
make it work," he said. 

A round-table discussion Tues
day on the future of building main
tenance - specifically, the future of 
building maintenance at the Lever
ett Elementa1y School - trended in 
favor of the creation of a facilities 
manager to oversee all town build
ings, along with the shared public 
water supply and septic systems that 
knit together the public safety com
plex, the library and the elementa1y 
school. 

TURNERS FALLS - The fomth 
annual Upper Valley Music Festival 
will not be held in downtown Turn
ers Falls this year, as it has for the 
last two years. Instead, Greenfield, 
where the festival first began, will 
again be hosting on June 26 this 
popular smnmer event. 

Tommy Byrnes, an organizer of 
the festival, said that they had not 
originally planned to hold the fes
tival in Greenfield. "Our plan, un
til a few weeks ago, was to stay in 
Turners," said Byrnes. "We had ev
erything ready to go, and the excite
ment was growing. 

"But then we learned - and what 
a shock it was - that the Shea [The-

The reason the Shea will not be 
available is that Ja 'Duke, Mon
tague's local dance and theater 
school, had also booked the theater 
that same night for their production 
of 42nd Street. 

When it became clear that noth
ing could be a1rnnged with the the
ater, Byrnes and his fellow organiz
ers scrambled. 

"We didn't want to leave Turn
ers, but our goal is to put on the best 
festival possible, to raise the most 

see FESTIVAL page A6 

Fo1mer Leverett Elementa1y 
School head custodian John Kuc
zek already fits the bill for facilities 
manager, is employed by the town in 
that position, and already works two 
hours a week overseeing the shared 
systems at the elementaiy school. 

But the selectboard, joined by 
members of the finance committee, 
with suppo1t from UMass facilities 
manager Rich Nathhorst and school 
committee chair Kip Fonsh, pushed 
to give the person in that position 
more authority to oversee all aspects 
of school building maintenance, 
rather than leave that responsibility 
in the hands of new school principal 
Margot Lacey, soon to take the place 
of retiring principal Ann Ross. 

Above: No. 6, Amber 
Caouette, crosses the plate after 
her solo home run, immediate!) 

following another by Jenna 
Putala, during the 5th inning 

of Wednesdqfr Div III 
Central-West Semi-Final. 

- . '1 

Two years ago, town meet
ing turned back a bid to separate 
the building maintenance as-

see LEVERETT page AS 

Left: Jumping with joy, Maddy 
Johnson (L) and Putala (R) 
celebrate after Johnson catches 
an outfield f!y bal4 clinching 
a 7 -0 win over Pathfinder in 

last Saturdqyi Western Mass. 
Div III championship game at 

UMass. Pitcher Mackenzie 
Phillips pitched a peifect game. 

Double booked:Ja'Dukei performances are the on!J events 
listed on the Sheai website, and marquee,Jor this Ju!J. 

A Classroom in Nature Wendell's Saturday Town Meeting: 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

LEVERETT - Dawn 
Ward wrapped up the season 
at the Leverett Elementaiy 
School's greenhouse with a 
$224 plant sale on Saturday. 
Parents of school children 
helped out by buying most 
of the plants, which students 
had helped transplant into 
donated clay pots, which had 
been chamlingly hand deco
rated. 

The money raised will go 
to purchase more hand tools, 
and maybe a wheelbairnw, 
to help with the steadily ex
panding garden beds and the 
many tasks that go along with 
maintai1ling a healthy green
house. 

During the months of late 
winter and early spring, and 
again in fall, the 18- by 32-
foot Gothic-arch-style green
house is a popular place. 
Each grade has regular class
es there on Mondays and 
Tuesdays, and student help
ers stop by during recess and 
after school to see what tasks 
Ward can dream up for them 
to help with. 

"We sit and brainsto1m," 
said Wai·d, describing her 
method of working with 
ve1y young children to nur
ture their interest in grow
ing plants. "Everyone wants 
to plant snapdragons," she 
added, pointing out the gaily
colored red and yellow annu
als, which double as finger 

Third grader Grace Gahagan waters the hanging baskets. 

puppets in imagina1y play. and the beds on the right di-
But monocropping is by vided among the individual 

no means encouraged in this grades. 
densely-cultivated green- "It's got to be fun," advised 
house. Ward talks to the stu- Ward, pointing to the toys 
dents about the various end and painted mbber snakes 
uses of plants: for food, she!- scattered among the plants 
ter, clothing, recreation and in the first graders' bed. "The 
decoration. first graders wanted to eat 

Not to mention the me- the flowers, so you see a lot 
dicinal balm a lush growing of nastmtiums." Also calen
environment can provide for dula, and even bachelor but
young minds in the nliddle of tons. "Just because it's edible 
a diy March school day, when doesn't mean it's palatable," 
a walk across the snowy field noted Ward. 
from the schoolhouse to the The second graders fa-
greenhouse can transpo1t stu
dents suddenly to a hothouse 
garden of delight. 

The raised beds, watered 
by a diip inigation system 
from a nearby a1tesian well, 
are divided by a central path, 
with the beds on the left dedi
cated to greens and garlic and 
herbs for the school cafeteria, 

vored "magic beans," scai-Iet 
mnners, purple and green. 
"And eve1ybody planted gar
lic," said Ward. "This school 
is gai·lic-crazy." 

"The third grade picked 
things the Colonists would 
grow," such as lavender and 
chamomile, and also learned 

see GROWING page AS 

All Articles Pass; Gentle Breeze At Picnic 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

For the first time in re
cent memo1y Wendell held 
its annual town meeting on 
a Saturday. On June 7 from 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with a 
45-minute lunch break that 
stretched to an hour, approxi
mately 75 citizens approved 
the wairant almost exactly as 
written. 

The meeting began with 
applause for Kathy Becker, 
who stepped down from the 
position of moderator which 
she has held for 29 years. 

Her deputy moderator, 
Katie Nolan, ran for the of
fice and won the responsibil
ity, and Becker accepted an 
appointment as deputy mod
erator. 

Attendance shrank after 
lm1ch, but not by much, and 
there was a vote then to see 
if citizens prefeired a Sat
urday meeting to weekday 
evenings. Saturday won by 
a small (or louder) majo1ity. 
From the back of the room, 
someone said, "People who 
prefer an evening meeting 
are not here." 

Volunteers prepai·ed lm1ch 
ahead of time at the Diemand 
Fann, and the beautiful June 
sunslline and light breeze 
made the lunch break a plea
sure. People mingled and 
talked, and children played 
and ran around like they do 
on Old Home Day. 

Atticle 4, which set town 
salaiies and operating ex
penses, including schools 
and all the town depa1t
ments, passed with a mini
mmn of comments, and one 
dissenting vote, authorizing 
$2,058,733. 

The meeting approved 
$120,000 from stabilization 
funds for a road grader, af
ter highway commissioner 
Mike Gifford said that main
tenance and repair of the old 
grader no longer is economi
cal, and that the town should 
get 20 years of good service 
from a new (used) one, as 
we did from the grader that 
will be retired. The fact that 
Wendell's di1t roads have not 
been graded yet may have in
fluenced that vote. 

Atticles 14 to 20 were 
moved fo1ward so that fire 
chief Joe Cm1eo, who could 
stay only until noon, could 
justify each one. The fire de
pa1tment capital expenses all 
came from the town's stabili
zation fund. 

Voters approved $75,000 
for a new brush tmck after 
fire captain Asa de Roode de
scribed a brake failure with 
the old brush tmck dming 
a response to a fire in Wen
dell Depot. They approved 
$50,000 as a grant match 
that should give the town 
$300,000 to replace the tank 
buck. 

They also approved 
$1,650 for warning lights on 
the chief's vehicle, $5,000 for 

see WENDELL page A4 
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Wende/Ii citizenry assemble from time to time to refresh the trees of 
liberry with the blood of ham and cheese sandwiches and tabouleh. 
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Student Loan Relief 
Still Necessary 

This week Republicans in the 
Senate voted to block a bill intro
duced by Senator Elizabeth War
ren that would have dramatically 
decreased the interest rates on past 
student loans. We were not teITi
bly surprised but we are quite cha
grined. Student loan relief is vital. 

Watl'en's bill would have al
lowed students and their families 
to refinance their existing, high-rate 
loans in exchange for new loans 
that ca1ry substaiitially lower inter
est rates. 

The new interest rates would 
have ranged from 3.86 percent, for 
loans taken out by bon-owers when 
they were undergraduates, to 6.41 
percent, for those who bo1rnwed 
for graduate school. 

Parents who asswned debt to 
help finance their children's college 
tuition would also have paid 6.41 
percent. 

When the bill came up for a vote 
yesterday, WaITen said to her fel
low members of the senate, "With 
this vote, we show the American 
people who we work for in the 
United States Senate: billionaires 
or students." 

The Republicans did not have 
to ponder for long whose side they 
were on: To a member they voted 
against the bill. 

Passage of the bill would have 
helped millions of bo1rnwers with 
student debt see their monthly pay
ments decrease. It would also have 
resulted in many being able to pay 
off their loans sooner. 

CmTently 40 million Americans 
have student loans. Outstaiiding 
student loan debt is 1.2 trillion dol
lars. This is a staggering amount of 
money, which translates into a stag
gering burden on many. 

And with good jobs still scarce, 
it makes it often impossible for 
some to handle that much debt. 
Even when they can find relatively 
good jobs, student loan debt can 
strangle young people hying to 
build a career, raise a family or fol
low a dream. 

Millions were hoping for the ex
act s01t of relief WaITen's bill pro
poses. Student groups, educators, 
young people, parents and working 
fainilies all rallied behind the pro
posal. And the president, who pre
viously had appeared ambivalent, 
threw in sn·ong support for the bill 
earlier this week. 

Lined up against the bill were 
Wall Street banks and their Repub
lican allies. The bankers opposed 
the bill because it would have al
lowed bon-owers to refinance pri-
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vate-sector loans into new loans 
made by the Deprutment of Edu
cation. In other words, the bfillkers 
would have gotten cut out of a sub
stantial amount of money. 

But anyone who paid attention to 
the recent Senate bfillking hearings 
would be hai·d pressed to feel much 
compassion for the banks. Revealed 
during last week's hearing held by 
the Senate Banking Subcommittee 
on Financial Institutions and Con
swner Protections was that more 
than 2,300 complaints have been 
filed against loan providers and ser
vicers. 

According to the Conswner Fi
nancial Protection Bureau (CFPB), 
many of the grievances were sub
stantial. Among more common 
complaints was the withholding of 
cmcial infonnation, abmpt changes 
in loan tenns without consent and 
without apparent reason, and lying 
about temis and se1vices. 

Clearly the banks had something 
to lose. 

The Republicans had been lin
ing up for weeks with their friends 
on Wall Sn·eet. It might be simply 
coincidental, but some of these 
same Republicans receive PAC 
money from many of these banks 
and bfillkers - money, incidentally, 
that does not require repayment. 

While we understfilld quite 
well why the bankers were not too 
keen on the WruTen bill, we are a 
little surprised by the Republican 
opposition. A key notion of the 
Republicans is that if Americans 
have more money in their pock
ets, they'll spend more, thus lifting 
the economy. It used to be called 
n·ickle-down economics. We think 
this program could result in an eco
nomic lift, much like the n'ickle
down concept. Why, then, the op
position? 

We feel passage of this bill was 
and still is cmcial. We've seen too 
many young people stI11ggle to keep 
up with the burden of high interest 
rate student loans. We've seen oth
ers make career choices based on 
monetaiy rewards rather than on 
their prefeITed, hea1tfelt livelihood. 

We've seen others just give up 
and default since there is no way 
their McJob can give them the cash 
they need to pay their monthly 
notes. 

WruTen, when she introduced 
the bill, smnmed it up quite well: 
"Exploding student loan debt is 
cmshing young people and drag
ging down our economy." 

Wru1·en was 11gl1t then and she is 
still 11ght today. 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
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Annual Subsc11ption Rate: 
$25/$40/$60, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@montaguereporter.org 

with any questions. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER JUNE 12, 2014 

GMRSD Seeks Parents' 
Input on Strategic Plan ... 

Cable Advisory 
Committee Seeks 
Public Input for 
MCTVReview By PATRICIA PRUITT 

GILL-MONTAGUE - On June 
17 at 6:30 in the Turners Falls High 
School Theater, pai·ents of all stu
dents in the Gill-Montague Region
al School DistI'ict will have the op
po1tunity to help shape the sn·ategic 
plan that will guide the distI'ict over 
the next 3 to 5 years. 

They will hear the thinking of the 
school administration, teachers, and 
school committee thus far, and add 
their own ideas, views and com
ments as they and educators prog
ress in the development of the plan. 

On June 3, as repo1ted in this 
paper, both the school committee 
and school administrators put their 
heads together for two hours to 
come up with sn·ong "vision" and 
"mission" statements, and identify 
core values, all of which will serve 
as guideposts for the work going on 

letter to 
( 

l 

in the schools. 
The final sn·ategic plan will not 

be completed until July. Seeking 
parental input is the important next 
step. 

Superintendent Sullivan ex
pressed the challenge faced by 
Gill-Montague, as by many other 
distI'icts, as being the necessity to 
deliver meaningful learning to all 
students in the district with increas
ingly limited financial resources. 

Therefore our new sn·ategies 
must enable us to meet our educa
tional goals and live within the bud
get we have. This is our chance to 
develop a se11ous plan for the im
mediate and longer term future. 

The strategic plan is composed 
of three to five objectives that to
gether can result in significant im
provement in student learning and 
teaching. 
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the Editors 

MONTAGUE - The Cable Ad
visory Committee (CAC) seeks 
public input on the perfonnance of 
Montague Community Television 
(MCTV) and its se1vices to the Mon
tague community. A review meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 
25, from 5 to 7 p.m. in Town Hall. 

At that meeting, the CAC will 
take public comments from 5 to 6 
p.m. The public is invited to express 
its thoughts and ideas about MCTV. 
In the event there are many who 
wish to speak, a time limit may be 
imposed on the speakers. 

Written comments are also en
couraged and may be mailed to the 
Town Clerk, Attn. CAC, dropped 
off at the clerk's office, or submitted 
directly to the CAC at the June 25 
review meeting. 

The conn·act to provide com
munity access television services 
is cmTently between the town and 
Montague Community Cable, Inc. 
(MCCI), MCTV's governing board. 
That conn·act, begm1 in Janua1y 
2006, was recently extended through 
the end of 2014. 

As pa1t of its oversight responsi
bility, the Montague CAC is charged 
with performing an annual review of 
MCTV (Channel 17). 

Once the review is complete, the 
CAC, in its adviso1y capacity, will 
submit its report to the selectboard. 
The review will include a perfor
mance assessment, recommenda
tions for improvement as well as 
whether or not the contract with 
MCCI should be renewed. 

For those unaware, a certain per
centage of COMCAST's "television 
revenue" is set aside for MCCI/ 
MCTV to use in order to deliver 
public access television program
ming and se1vices. 

That "operational money" is used 
to compensate persom1el such as a 
station manager, technical suppo1t 
person and an oun·each coordinator. 
It's also used for rent, utilities, office 
supplies, etc. 

So Let's Not Cut Them Down 

In addition, COMCAST's con
tract with the town (separate and 
distinct from the contract between 
MCCI and the town) provides 
for "capital funding" that enables 
MCTV to purchase equipment such 
as caineras, computer servers, etc. 
over the comse of that pa1ticular 
contract. 

It was with great interest that I 
read "No Trees For Oil: Local Ex
perts Discuss Climate Change" 
(Montague Reporter 5/29/14) giv
en tllat I was involved in a bit of 
a climate dust-up on the Wendell 
Townsfolk listse1v also, but on an
other thread. 

Someone had fo1warded a You
Tube video I wrote & directed con
cerning the upcoming destiuctive 
logging of the Quabbin woodlands. 

The main point of the video mir
rors the point Sai·ah Kohler was 
making at the Wendell Climate 
Change Group featured in the news 
repo1t: 

" ... Om local forests sequester 
well over 5,000 lbs. of CO

2 
per acre 

per year and suppo1t what is argu
ably tlle highest level of biodiver
sity in some 200 yeai·s. Yet we have 
invited corporate energy interests 
[and others] to clear-cut om just-

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

;ffiontauue l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

maturing forests in the false name 
of Green Energy [ and alleged forest 
health]." 

Some on the listserv initially de
fended the logging of the Quabbin, 
but recent science taking the climate 
c11sis into account tells us that we 
desperately need to prese1ve om 
forests and forest soils (which ac
tually sequester more CO

2 
than the 

trees!), not desn·oy them. 
Tree and forest preservation is 

one of the few things the average 
person can do regarding the other 
end of the carbon equation. 

Costly technologies like injecting 
CO

2 
deep into the ground are out of 

reach for us, but stopping a thought
less logging operation or protecting 
trees in town is something we can 
do. So, let's do it! 

Don Ogden 
Leverett 

All cable television contracts (i.e. 
franchise agreements) with any city 
or town, whether it be with Comcast, 
Chatter, Time-Wainer or other cable 
provider, require that company to set 
aside funds that go to suppo1t local 
public access television. 

While it is hoped the review can 
be accomplished in those two sched
uled meetings, additional meetings 
will be scheduled if necessa1y. No 
preregistration is required to speak 
at the Jm1e 25 meeting. 

Just come to the meeting, sign 
in on the list to speak and when it's 
time for public input, we will call on 
people in order. 

All review meetings are open to 
the public. MCTV is an impo1tant 
entity in Montague and residents ai·e 
encomaged to speak publicly and/or 
submit written comments regard
ing their ideas and opinions about 
MCTV. 
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~ Please come and celebrate. The 
~ o:: night will feature some of the ar-
~ ea's finest musicians: Rebirth; Soul 
;;! Works (with Manou Africa from 
~ ReBelle); and Ras Dar1iel (of The 
; Head Band). 
< 
0 

The Turners Falls Fish Ladder LOCAL BRIEFS ~ closes for the season on Sunday, 
~ June 15. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 pm. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The United States Postal Service 
marketing service sent a survey to 
Wendell Center post office cus
tomers, asking whether they would 
prefer reducing weekday hours from 
7 .5 to 6, closing the post office and 
providing only roadside delivery, or 
closing the post office and contract
ing out postal business to a private 
"postal retail unit." 

The Wendell townsfolk listserv 
quickly lit up with comments un
der the heading "Save Our Wendell 
Post Office," supporting the cmrent 
hours at the post office and prais-

corrections 
In om· June 5 coverage of the 

the gas pipeline f01um at GCC, 
the Reporter failed to give 

credit to Easthampton Com
mm1i ty Access Television, and 

its director Kathy Lynch, as 

one of the organizing agencies. 
We apologize for the oversight. 

In their Letter to the Editor in 
the same edition, Nancy and 
Brian Emond attributed com-

ments regarding Leverett' s cell 
tower committee bylaw to the 
wrong person. They wish to 

clarify that the comments were 
not made by the chair of the 
Leverett selectboard, but by 

another selectboard member. 

ing awar·d-winning postmaster and 
honorary Wendell citizen Charlie 
O'Dowd. 

A blank copy of the survey form 
is available at tinyurl.com/ksg5n6g 
for those who did not receive it. 
The USPS plans to hold a meeting 
at Wendell Town Hall on July 8 at 
1 p m. to answer questions and pro
vide information about the review 
plan. Several commenters noted 
that the midday meeting time will 
likely discourage attendance. 

Professional film maker Tim 
Lindop brings fascinating videos, 
narratives and personal tales from 
several Third World com1tries which 
he has documented in vivid color. 
This is a breath-taking presentation, 
held Saturday, June 14, starting at 
10:30 a.m. at the Greenfield Sav-
ings Bank in Turners Falls, with live 
commentary from the man who was 
there. You will not be disappointed 
with the quality and variety of im
ages captured on the screen. 

Lindop cmrently works for local 
community TV provider, MCTV. 
Light refreshments provided cour
tesy ofGSB. 

Hampshire-Franklin Chil-
dren's Day Care Center is celebrat
ing its 40th year of providing qual
ity child care and early education in 
the Pioneer Valley, and to mark the 
occasion a Fun-raiser party will 
be held on Saturday, June 14, from 
6:30 p.m. to 10 pm. at Montague 
Common Hall, 43 Main St., Mon
tague Center. 

NOTES FROMTHE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

State Awards Design Grant 
For New Erving Library 

By KATIE NOLAN 

The Massachusetts Board of Li
brary Commissioners awarded Erv
ing Public Library a $50,000 Plan
ning and Design grant. This amount 
will be added to the $25,000 voted 
at the annual town meeting as the 
town's grant match. 

At its June 9 meeting, library di-

rector Barbara Friedman provided 
the selectboard with an action plan, 
with a first step of searching for an 
owner's project manager for the li
brary facility project. 

Town clerk Richard Newton 
asked the boar·d if they had consid
ered a "holistic approach" of look
ing at overall town building require
ments and assets, rather than looking 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 

TI1e Erving Conse1vation Commission in accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. O1apter 131 Section 40, will hold a public 
meeting on Monday, June 16, 2014 at 7:00 PM at the Erving Town Hall, 12 

East Main Street, to discuss a Request for Determination of Applicability. The 
Request was filed by Bruce Pollard for work at 47 Poplar Mt. Road, Erving, MA. 

Chairman, David Brule 

CONTINUATION OF MEETING 

TI1e Erving Conservation Commission in accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. O1apter 131 Section 40, will continue a meeting 
on Monday, Jtme 16, 2014 at 7:15 PM regarding the Request for Detemtination of 

Applicability for future work at the Usher Plant in Erving, MA. 
Chairman, David Brule 

Leverett Elementary School's 
sixth grade robotics program is 
hosting a Lego Challenge from 2 
to 2:30 p.m. in the school gym on 
Tuesday, June 17. All ar·e welcome 
to watch the robots in action! 

The Newt Guilbault 10 and Un
der Baseball Tournament Team 
will be hosting a Tag Sale to raise 
money for their upcoming tourna
ment season. The Tag Sale will be 
held on Saturday, June 21 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Campbell Field in 
Turners Falls beside Sheffield El
ementary School, with a rain date of 
June 22. 

All proceeds from the Tag Sale 
will go to offset the costs associat
ed with tournament baseball: entry 
fees, umpire fees, uniforms, travel 
expenses, and hotel costs. 

The community can help in a va
riety of ways. First, people can do
nate items that ar·e in good condition 
to be sold at the Tag Sale by calling 
(413) 834-2698 or (413) 824-0901. 
If you are unable to drop off the 
items that you donate, they will ar
range to pick them up. 

Another way you can help is by 
showing up the day of the Tag Sale 
and buying some items. There will 
also be an opportunity to make cash 
donations at the Tag Sale. 

If you are unable to make it to 
the Tag Sale but would still like to 
donate, cash donations will be ac
cepted by calling the phone num
bers above. Every little bit helps! 

Join mushroom experts Tony 
Thomas and Lisa Winter for a 

at each facility, such as the library, 
individually. He said that each time 
a building need is identified, only 
one option is presented, resulting in 
"so many buildings instead of one 
nice multi-use facility." 

Boar·d member William Bembmy 
answered that a request to fund a ho
listic feasibility study was removed 
from the draft waITant for the June 
30 special town meeting, because 
it didn't make sense to have the li
brary working on a feasibility study 
and the town working on a second 
study at the same time. 

John and Faith Griffiths, who 
plan to buy three lots on Wheelock 
and Lee sti·eets and build a house 
there, asked the selectboard to con
sider restoring town maintenance to 
the 200 feet of road along the front
age of one lot on Lee Sti·eet. The 
Griffiths propose to start the drive
way at the Lee Sti·eet frontage. 

Assistant assessor Jacqueline 
Boyden reported that the portion of 
road in question is a town road but 
has not been maintained for year·s. 
Citing a 2003 court decision for 
Leverett, she said that if the buy
ers brought the road up to driveable 
standard, then the town could main
tain it, but the town is not responsi-

mushroom walk, where you will 
search for and identify in season 
mushrooms at the Fiske Pond Con
servation Area in Wendell on Sun
day June 22, 2 to 5 p.m. Wear appro
priate footwear and appar·el. Bring 
water, snacks, camera, notebook 
and don't forget bug repellent. 

Space is limited to 25, contact 
mrsylvia@gmail.com or call (413) 
824-2679. Please be aware, June 
29 is the back up date in the event 
mushrooms ar·e not in bloom on the 
Jm1e 22. 

The Leverett Library Trnstees 
will meet on Wednesday, June 25, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the library. 

2014 CISA Senior Fann Shares 
are now available at the Power 
Town Apartments, 152 Avenue A, 
Turners Falls. Contact Patt at ( 413) 
863-2650.Shares are $10 for the 10-
week program. 

Pick-up of the shar·es is on Tues
days from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. at 
Power Town. The first week is July 
29 and applications are due by July 
17. This is an income based program 
and there are just 50 slots available. 
Early sign up is encouraged 

Mark your calendars: The first
ever Northern Routes new music 
festival will be held on July 31, at 
the Rendezvous in Turners Falls, 
and on August 1 and 2, at the 1794 
Meetinghouse in New Salem. 

Performers will include Peter 
Stainpfel, of the Fugs and Holy 
Modal Rounders, other national 
acts including Glenn Jones, Ma
rissa Nadler and Juan Waters, and a 
great number of local fellow-trav
elers including Greenfield's Holy 
Vex and Turners Falls-based Bun
winkies. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

ble for bringing the non-maintained 
road up to standard. 

The boar·d asked town admin
isti·ative coordinator Tom Sharp to 
consult with town attorney Donna 
MacNicol about the matter. Boyden 
cautioned the selectboard to consid
er their decision car·efully, because 
it rnight set a precedent for other 
non-maintained town roads. 

Sharp rep01ted that pipeline 
company Kinder-Morgan has not 
responded to a request to send a 
representative to the June 30 special 
town meeting. 

Noting that the proposed pipeline 
through Erving and other Franklin 
County towns is an emotional issue, 
selectboard chair Eugene Klepadlo 
said, "We need the facts on both 
sides of the issue." 

The boar·d approved remote par
ticipation at open public meetings 
of Erving boar·ds and committees, 
with the exception of executive ses
sions. 

At the request of the conserva
tion commission, the board appoint
ed alternate member Carol Gregory 
as a permanent member of the com
mission, and appointed permanent 
member Har1y Sharbaugh as an al
ternate member. 
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new turnout gear, $6,356 as a 10% 
grant match for new SCBA's (self 
contained breathing apparatus), and 
$4,000 for new SCBA masks. 

Voters approved paying the 
town's annual debts for the recent 
building projects, the libra1y, the 
office building, well and septic sys
tem, for the Fiske Pond purchase, 
for the office building prope1ty, and 
for Mahar constiuction. They ap
proved putting $25,000 back into 
the stabilization fund, $3,000 into 
the insurance rese1ve fund, $15,000 
into both the unemployment com
pensation fund and the pension re
se1ve fund, $6,000 for independent 
audit expenses, $10,000 for tax title 
expenses, $59,080 for group health 
insurance, and $5,075 for Wendell's 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

share of Swift River School capital 
projects. 

Two more a1ticles passed, one 
to purchase a stove, a hood, and a 
fire suppression system for the town 
hall kitchen, and the other to pay 
for constiuction of the kitchen by 
Franklin Comity Technical School 
students, at a cost of $10,900 from 
taxation. 

An a1ticle taking $15,000 from 
stabilization to replace the senior 
center slate roof passed. 

One to pay retired fire chief Ev
erett Ricketts as a consultant to the 
new fire chief was dropped, because 
the town accountant said it was ille
gal, and could not be made legal. 

Two aiticles authorizing both 
the police chief and the fire chief to 
operate as "sti·ong chiefs" passed. 

Both chiefs have been function
ing as such, but a search into town 
meeting records found no authori
zation for them, so the selectboai·d 
submitted the a1ticles. 

An a1ticle to ban hydraulic frac
turing for natural gas in town, which 
would allow standard industiy 
practices for fracking water wells, 
passed in its original fo1m after long 
discussion over its wording. 

An article instiucting the select
board to oppose Kinder Morgan's 
proposed Tennessee Gas pipe
line, and to instiuct the legislature 
and governor to ban such effo1ts, 
passed. 

Near the beginning of the meet
ing finance collllllittee member Ray 
DiDonato stood up and explained 
where the town's money comes from 
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and how the tax rate is set. 68% of 
the town's expenses are paid for di
rectly through taxation, and most of 
the rest comes from state grants for 
education and roads. 

The tax rate is set after the state 
approves the valuation of proper
ties in town, and that valuation is 
matched with the amount of money 
the town needs. The latest tax rate 
jumped almost two dollai·s per thou
sand, and the FinCom worked hard 
to keep it from jumping again next 
fiscal year. 

After the spending authorized at 
Saturday's meeting, the stabilization 
fund will have $473,347, which 
DiDonato said is in the range that the 
Massachusetts DOR recoffilllends 

for a town of Wendell's 1-■..,. 
financial size. ~ 

Wendell Post Office to Cut Hours? 
July 27: 

Biking for 
Buddies 

OOPERATIVE .. ., 
ocally Owned Slnce191 

269 High Street - Creenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

lf you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We COT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-lVIcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & &BUEL 

(413) 773-3622 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
Fencing - Patios - Walks + 

Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding - Excavating 
Septic Systems Installed 

ESTABLISHED 1970 
demerslandscaping.com 

863-3652 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

On Wednesday evening, June 4, 
the Wendell Finance coffilnittee was 
still working to make the money 
work out for the annual town meet
ing, but meeting at the same time, 
the selectboard had a sho1t agenda 
and their meeting lasted less than an 
hour. It ended while the late spring 
sky was still light and color was just 
sta1ting to show in the west. 

The town meeting warrant 
was already posted, and while the 
amount of money asked for in any 
a1ticle may be lowered, it may not 
be raised. 

After an increase of almost $2 in 
the tax rate this year, the FinCom 
is working to find money for sev
eral large capital expenses without 
raising the tax rate, or depleting the 
town's stabilization fund too far. 

Selectboard discussion of the 
wanant was limited to two a1ticles: 
A1ticles 26 and 30. 

A1ticle 26 would give Wendell's 
longtime fire chief, Everett Rick
etts, who se1ved vi1tually without 
financial compensation, a $7,500 
salary for consulting with the tran
sition to the new fire chief. Alticle 
30 would approve using $14,000 of 
highway money to conduct a smvey 
for running a walkway between the 
highway garage and the Wendell 
Countiy Store. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
thought that a1ticle 1night be 
changed to a resolution, making it 
into something that can be consid
ered, but not necessarily acted on. 
He said the highway depa1tment 
may not want to use their money 
for that. 

Trench in Town Hall 
Keller began the meeting by 

saying that when he and Ted Lewis 
looked at the cellar area of the town 
hall it looked like a na1rnw trench 
could be made to direct water to 
lower ground away from the cellar 
door, and the only obstacle would be 
the gas line that feeds the building's 
back-up generator. The tank valve 
can be turned off, the line can be 
located and taken out and then the 

highway crew can dig the ti·ench, 
and things can be put back. 

HughesNet Cancelled 
Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 

said that the office building is using 
the new fiber optic connection to the 
internet, and she called HughesNet 
to have them cancel their se1vice. 
She was asked whether there was 
any reason for dissatisfaction, and 
at this meeting she just smiled. 

Police chief Ed Chase and officer 
Chris Maselli are still making sure 
their contacts have the new email 
address and will be happy to be 
done with their secure HughesNet 
internet, which has been costing 
$230.81 a month. 

Post Office To Cut Hours? 
The United States Postal Se1vice 

intends to cut the hours at the Wen
dell center post office from 8 hours 
a day to 6 hours a day. The USPS 
will hold a hearing about that pro
posal on Tuesday, July 8 at 1 p.m. at 
the town hall. 

Civil Rights 
Aldrich said that Wendell has 

not yet gotten the USDA smvey for 
civil rights compliance, but Wendell 
appears to do well in the categories 
the USDA lists. There have been no 
complaints in three yeai·s. 

Town buildings have wheelchair 
access, and women, elderly people 
and people of minority race and 
ethnicities are in town government 
in nmnbers conesponding to the 
town's general population. 

Hazardous Waste 
The fire depaitment responded 

to a hazardous waste call, and chief 
Joe Cuneo called in the DEP for a 
rusted and leaking discarded bar
rel. Contents were discovered to be 
a 1nix of kerosene and water, and 
since the bai1·el was not on town 
prope1ty, the town is free of liabil
ity. 

Still No Check for Solar 
Seaboai·d Solar has not sent 

Wendell a check yet for the solai· 
installation that the town is hosting. 

Neither have they sent a check for 
the legal consulting that was done 
for their conti·act. 

Aldrich said that an email she 
sent to Dave Thomas of Seaboard 
has not been answered yet. The 
Town of Holland is fourth in line 
after Wendell for compensation for 
hosting a lai·ge solar installation, 
and is in the same boat as Wendell. 
Keller said there is nothing to gain 
now by backing out of the con
ti·act. 

Gold Cane Issues 
Aldrich said that Wendell's gold 

cane, awarded to the town's old
est resident, is in a case in the of
fice building because, as happens 
in many towns, it has not been re
turned by people who have died 
and should pass it on to the next 
oldest town resident. 

She suggested doing as New Sa
lem does, and giving each person a 
town-designed pin and putting each 
name on a plaque that stays with 
the town. 

Other News 
Mike Kociela, business manager 

of Union 28, is leaving, and acting 
superintendent Bob Mahler said 
the school committees has begun a 
search for a new business manager. 

National Grid is having ti·ees 
ti·illlllled, and Wendell resident Paul 
Wanta sent a letter to the select
board, acknowledging that he uses 
electricity, but asking, with respect 
for other demands on the electric 
company, that they time their tree 
work to avoid bird nesting season. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said that the work she has 
seen has been limited to trilllllling 
branches, but she appreciated 
Wanta's thought and board mem
bers asked Aldrich to draft a letter 
that they can send. Aldrich asked to 
whom it should be sent, and Keller 
answered, "Hany (Williston, High
way coffilnission chair) knows." 

Board members began a discus
sion of the town's citizen of the 
year, but the recipient of that award 
will not be revealed until Old Home 
Day. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Franklin County (BBBS-FC) will 
be holding its 3rd annual Biking 
for Buddies bicycle ride on Sun
day, July 27. Featuring 10, 25, and 
50 mile cycling routes, this recre
ational ride will begin and end on 
the campus of Northfield Mount 
He1mon School in Gill, with the 
longest route's riders departing at 
8 a m. Routes and logistical sup
po1t will be provided by Bicycles 
& Skis Unliinited of Greenfield. 

Please join BBBS-FC for a 
fun-filled day of biking through 
some of the most scenic hills of 
Franklin County. Lunch will be 
provided after the ride, outside 
of NMH's Beveridge Hall, fea
turing food from Hillside Pizza 
of Bernardston, Red Fire Fann 
of Granby, and C&S Wholesale, 
based in Whately. Children and 
non-cyclists are welcome to join 
for lunch at noon for a small 
donation. The first 75 riders to 
register will get a T-shirt and a 
goodie bag. 

Proceeds from Biking for Bud
dies fund BBBS-FC programs, 
which se1ve local children fac
ing adversity in Franklin County 
and the No1th Quabbin towns of 
Athol, Royalston, Petersham and 
Phillipston. For over 46 years, 
BBBS-FC has been helping lo
cal children reach their highest 
potential through professionally 
suppo1ted one-to-one mentoring 
relationships with volunteers. 
Cunently serving about 125 chil
dren, BBBS-FC is continually 
seeking to se1ve more children 
who could benefit from mentors. 

The cost is just $40 per adult 
rider. Youth(ages 13-17, withpai·
ent/guardian pe1mission) are $25. 
Riders should visit www.bikereg. 
com/biking-for-buddies for more 
information and to register. 

Sponsorship is still available 
for this event, as are in-kind do
nations. For more info1mation 
please contact BBBS-FC at (413) 
772-0915. 
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Ward brandishes a greenhouse radish.

GROWING from page a1

Great Falls 
Middle School 
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Week
 

week ending 6/6/14:
 

Grade 6
Hailey Bogusz

Grade 7
Ivy Watroba 

Cassidhe Wozniak

Grade 8
Nick Taylor
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the difference between plants which are ed-
ible, like Swiss chard, and plants which are 
beautiful, like dwarf sweet peas. (Well, some 
would say Swiss chard is beautiful too.) 

The fourth graders focused on interplant-
ing onions and marigolds with other crops, 
to discourage critters like mice and tomato 
hornworms, which are no strangers to the 
greenhouse. “We had slugs in the beans,” said 
Ward. “And ant lions,” which are harmless to 
plants, but voracious when it comes to ants.

In the greenhouse, the children are not 
separated from the natural world, but im-
mersed in it. In addition to the rubber snakes 
that slither among the plants like totems, real 
garter snakes can also sometimes be spotted, 
along with painted turtles, and docile tiger 
swallowtails. 

One of these posed briefly on the purple 
flower of a chive plant, growing from a pot in 
a little red wagon. As if on cue, a bee stopped 
by, and took its place in front of a poster of 
helpful pollinators. 

The fifth graders were learning about Cen-
tral American native gardening practices, ro-
tating crops like Aztec corn and squash and 
beans.

In addition to nurturing their indoor plants, 
the sixth graders worked this spring to build 
new beds along the outside of the greenhouse, 
planted with daffodils and garlic and sweet 
peas now; tomatoes will follow in due time.

The students learn the best ways to build 
up garden soil – they have built compost 
bins nearby – along with the ideal tempera-
tures to keep the greenhouse growing at 
optimal capacity. The plastic sides can be 
rolled up to allow cooler air intake – oth-
erwise, it can quickly get to be 120 de-
grees inside on a sunny day, even in early 
spring.

Sometimes the mice get the corn, some-
times the slugs get the beans: the children 
learn these things too. Man-made calami-
ties are occasionally on the curriculum 
too. A crash course in global warming oc-
curred not long ago when the lawn mower 
accidentally cut the hose from the well to 
the drip irrigation system, and all the beds 
dried out over a long hot weekend. 

But on Monday, the students were 
propping up the wilted bachelor buttons, 
and watering from the large barrel of wa-
ter Ward keeps filled in one corner of the 
greenhouse.

Most of all, “We have a lot of fun!” said 
Ward. 

Her infectious enthusiasm for teach-
ing all aspects of the natural world to her 
young charges is an essential ingredient, 
along with soil, water and temperature, to 
keep young minds growing in appreciation 
of the magic contained in garden 
seeds and garden beds in Leverett 
Elementary’s greenhouse.

LEVERETT from page a1
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pects of the elementary school bud-
get and consolidate those functions 
under the selectboard’s authority, in 
a facilities manager position. 

But turnover of custodial staff at 
the school since Kuczek’s departure 
from his former post may have ag-
gravated the situation by leaving 
insufficiently trained personnel in 
charge of running the school’s heat-
ing and ventilation system. 

According to a recent report by 
Lon Isaacson, of Universal Electric 
in Springfield, a consultant paid by 
Western Mass Electric Company to 
examine the school systems’ per-
formance during the past heating 
season, the heating controls at the 
elementary school were overridden 
this winter, and the heat was left on 
at 76 degrees, around the clock, in-
cluding on weekends. 

Humidity levels in the building 
dropped from a normal 30 percent to 
5 percent, and, according to select-
board chair Rich Brazeau, windows 
were left open in some classrooms 
in the winter to regulate the heat. 

As the heating season progressed, 
frequent oil deliveries were made to 
fill the 5,000-gallon oil tank, with-
out either the school administration 
or the selectboard noticing the prob-

lem until cost overruns estimated at 
$23,000 had accumulated for heat-
ing oil at the school.

Principal Ann Ross told the se-
lectboard Tuesday that since she 
no longer saw the monthly heating 
bills, which are now being directed 
to town hall, she never called atten-
tion to the overruns. 

“The situation with the school 
heat this winter was unfortunate,” 
she said. “If we had known, we 
could have had that conversation. I 
feel very responsible about it myself. 
It’s a shame. Close communication 
between all the parties is essential 
so this doesn’t happen again.”

But later in the meeting, select-
board chair Brazeau took issue with 
Ross’s call for more communication 
as the cure for the building mainte-
nance dilemma. “I have to disagree 
with you,” he said. “The heat was 
on 76 degrees all winter. The win-
dows were open because it was too 
hot. It’s a management problem. It’s 
people not paying attention.”

Fonsh, Brazeau, Kuczek, super-
intendent Bob Mahler, and others 
will meet soon to come up with a 
short term protocol for overseeing 
the heating, ventilation, and shared 
utility systems at the school, and to 
further the discussion of a townwide 

facilities manager. 
Energy committee member 

Brooke Thomas, joining others in 
cautioning against the idea of con-
tracting with an outside consultant 
to remotely monitor energy use at 
town buildings, said, “It is our obli-
gation to look at energy use in town 
buildings... I think Leverett citizens 
would like to know what their build-
ings are using. 

“Couldn’t the sixth grade maybe 
monitor this: oil and electricity use? 
That way they would take owner-
ship of oil and energy use.”

Other Business
Meanwhile, the selectboard met 

with the fire department study com-
mittee earlier in the evening, and 
promised to bring a warrant article 
to next year’s annual town meeting 
to hire a full time firefighter/EMT, 
or, if part time chief John Moruzzi 
retires before next spring, possibly 
to hire a full-time chief. 

Brazeau asked the members of 
that ad hoc committee, now dis-
banding, to join the selectboard in 
educating the public about the de-
partment’s need for a full time per-
son to respond to calls during the 
day, and to take up other duties cur-
rently in the hands of senior depart-

ment personnel, a number of whom 
are at or near retirement age.

Brazeau said even if funding the 
position required an override of 
Proposition 2½, the board and the 
committee members should advo-
cate for it. “This would be the first 
general override for the budget in 
what, nine years?” asked Brazeau, 
rhetorically.

Roy Kimmel, who is calling for 
Leverett citizens to respond to him 
directly on a transit survey he has 
prepared for the current issue of the 
Leverett newsletter, wrote the se-
lectboard: “Thirty-three percent of 
Leverett citizens are over 60 years 
old, and that percentage is increas-
ing. Sooner or later, there will be a 
demand for fixed route public trans-
portation in our town.” 

Kimmel has proposed a bus 
route, with a reasonable fare, to 
run past park and ride stations at 
Moores Corners, North Leverett, 
and town hall on a north-south route 
from Greenfield to Amherst. 

The selectboard has had a diffi-
cult time bringing the FRTA to the 
town hall meeting room to discuss 
the future of the one fixed-route bus 
line now operating through town 
– the FRTA’s #23 bus line from 
Greenfield to UMass, which runs, 

with no stops, down Route 63 twice 
a day, at $3 per one-way fare. 

FRTA administrator Tina Cote 
has said Leverett, a member of the 
PVTA for demand response ser-
vice for the elderly and disabled to 
points in Hampshire County, cannot 
be a member of two regional transit 
authorities at the same time, and an 
email recently received at Leverett 
town hall from Eileen Fenton, se-
nior counsel for the Mass Depart-
ment of Transportation, backed up 
Cote’s assertion on the letter of that 
law (Mass General Law Chapter 
161B, Section 3).  

Kimmel is surveying Leverett 
residents to see how many would 
commute to UMass Amherst via 
a fixed route bus line, reasonably 
priced, with stops in Leverett. He 
can be reached at: PO Box 159, 
01054.

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

f)RECISION 
_[v \ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413)863-0120 Gill, MA01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

LEARN HOW TO SAVE UP TO 30% 
WITH SNAPSHOT®! 

WE NOW REPRESENT 

PROGREIIIVE® 
ALONG WITH OUR 

FAMILY OF CARRIERS! 

-=======~~=======-

DAT .F. A.,. FRANK 
tm,-ur,mce ~ Anan(:lal services 

~11:0~ 

2 Amherst Road, Sunderland, MA 01375 

(413) 665-8324 

u 

u 

SLOVAKIA HERITAGE TOUR 
Explore the culture, history, & beautiful 

countryside of Poland and Slovakia. 
Small-group tour/ Vienna to Krakow 

.Judy Northup-Bennett, 978-544-5144 
connectionswork4u@hotmall.com 

www.slovakiaheritage.com 

~ BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Rea,mbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicycles.com 

INSURE WITH CONFIDENCE 

The coverage you want. 
The savings you need . 

t"'-.. 
~~ 

• Home • Auto • Motorcycle • Boat 

. RV , Umbrella • Business • Financial Services 

• Saturday, June 14, 2014 • 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

OPEN HOUSE/ 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY! 

• RAFFLES • FREE Hot Dogs • FREE Beverages 
• Frontier High School Lemonade Stand Fundraiser 
• Bring your current auto policy to get a FREE 

Progressive® quote! (No obligation) 

• Check out SNAPSHOT*! 

www.DaleFranklnsurance.com 
Semrities sold through Bedminster FinanciaJ LTD. 

4920 Yock Road, ce. 2DD I, PO Box 295, Holicong, PA 
Member o/FINRA/SIPC 
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Come Walk With Ne! 

Sondra Facto of Turners Falls invites the public - whether on foot 
or handicapped-to walk over the ridge into Greenfield on Turners 

Falls Road, to demonstrate the need for a sidewalk and lights. 

They will set out from the Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority parking lot at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 19. 

Afterwords, they hope to meet up for refreshments. Bring your 
own signs, and please use the word "Please!" on them. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
HELP TURNERS FALLS THRIVE! 

JOIN THE SHEA THEATER BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Please introduce yourself at our annual election meeting, 
Monday, June 16th, 6:30 pm, at the Shea, 71 Avenue A. 

Please call Mike Fleck with questions: 773-3682. 

FESTIVAL from pageA1 
money we can for the American 
Cancer Society. Fo1tunately, in a 
matter of days, we were able to get 
UVMF all set up in multiple venues 
on the other side of the river." 

While delighted he was able 
to salvage the festival so quickly, 
Bums also said that he deeply regret
ted the impact the withdrawal from 
downtown Turners would have on 
the businesses that have supported 
them over the last two years. 

"I know eve1ybody was counting 
on us, just as we were counting on 
them. They [the businesses] have 
been great to us and I know they're 
upset." 

Suzanne LoManto, director of 
Turners Falls RiverCulture com
mented: "Obviously losing the Up
per Valley Music Festival is a finan
cial and creative disappointment for 
Turners Falls. The situation high
lights the need for pa1tnership and 
better communication between or
ganizations that promote the a1ts." 

Jamie Berger, a co-owner and 
event booker at the Rendezvous res
taurant, said that he did not blame 

Byrnes for what had happened. 
"Tollllily made my job so much eas
ier. He organized eve1ything, and 
introduced me to new bands, and 
new bands to the Voo." 

Berger said that the loss of the 
festival would have an effect on not 
just his restaurant but all of down
town. "It's really sad this didn't 
work out." 

Berger also commented that he 
knew how double bookings hap
pened: "I've done it myself on a 
few occasions." Nonetheless, he felt 
that the Shea needed to apologize to 
both the festival organizers and the 
Turners Falls businesses affected. 

Nina Rossi, owner of Nina's 
Nook, said the news that the festival 
would not be held in Turners totally 
took her by surprise. "We ce1tainly 
don't blame them, but we were look
ing fo1ward to it being here. It was 
great fun the last couple of years. It 
brought folks downtown for a great 
event for a great cause." 

Byrnes said he fully sympathizes 
with the local business owners and 
hopes that next year the festival can 
return -at least in pait - to Tum-

MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Greenfield 
Oo-operatlv 

Bank 

A Greilf Finandt1I Partner 

413 772-0293 
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ers. 
"The town is definitely in our 

larger plans," he said. "Next yeai· 
we'd like to have events in both 
Turners and Greenfield. The festi
val is growing, and we're working 
on growing it as a regional music 
scene. It makes sense to have it in 
both towns, and later, we hope in 
the whole upper Valley." 

Byrnes said that this year's fes
tival is nearly twice as lai·ge as was 
last year's event, and will be held in 
several locations in Greenfield, in
cluding the Alts Block, the Pushkin 
Gallery, and if all goes well, at sev
eral outdoor venues. "We're ve1y 

pleased that the festival has become 
so popular," he said. 

Unlike most festivals, the UVMF 
is a fundraiser, with the beneficiaiy 
being the Alnerican Cancer Society. 
As an all-volunteer event, no one 
gets paid. As a result, "we can do
nate eve1y pelllly of profit to fund 
cancer research and find a cure," 
said Byrnes. 

The festival showcases a mix 
of independent aitists and music, 
bringing together nationally-known 
pe1fo1mers and local and emerging 
aitists. 

Pe1fo1mers this year include 
Bill Shute, Blackstone Cuil, Cai·-

rie Ferguson, the Celtic Heels 
Irish Dancers, Chris Scanlon, the 
Equalites, Gaslight Tinkers, Girl
Cat Adams, Groove Shoes, Greg 
Howe, Haley Rose, Holly May, 
June and the Bee, Outer Sty
lie, Pamela Means, Russell Kabek, 
Sandy Bailey, Span of Sunshine 
Una Jensen, Wildcat O'Halloran, 
the Women's Songwriters Collec
tive and many, many more. Acts 
will play 45-minute sets at the vari
ous venues. 

Admission for the entire festival 
is $15. More info1mation is avail-

able at www.uppervalley- 1•■.., 
music/est.com. 91 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Serving Home Grown 
Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

• Paints • Oies, 
'WateJt.otolS 

1:?lllSRfs •Pastels• Paper• Pencils 

Ki1s 
~BAKER > 

I Office Supply 
310 Main St., Greenfield• 774-2345 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 

117 Main Street• PO Box 638 
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill AboJt-Face 

Computer Solutions 

413-863-9500 • looHheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, lumen Falls, MA 01376 

G~EAT FALLS HA~VEST 
fresh • local • creative 

TH I\.E E-1:! 0 VI\. 8E 

THVIl8I>AY8 + $2.S 

MVII>A..Y EitVJr~H 

I0:30 A.M. TO .2 F.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 

Sunday I 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 
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By JOE PARZYCH 

I was all set to cover for the Re
porter CNN filming a documentary 
of Turners Falls on April 15. I was 
also supposed to na1rnte the CNN 
tour of the Strathmore Mill, where 
I'd once worked one summer at age 
15, as well as a village tour, point
ing out the former gl01y of the great 
old mill town of Turners Falls. 

But it didn't happen, which is 
why you never read about it in these 
pages, and why my voice won't be 
heard on Anthony Bourdain's show. 
But I wasn't deliberately shirking 
my duty. 

When I met with the CNN film
ing crew at the Shady Glen, on the 
morning of April 15, I could barely 
croak. They took me on a sho1t tour, 
shooting some stills, and checked 
out my audio output, which was in
sufficient and fading fast. 

They decided to use Ed Gregory 
who was their back-up, and hoped 
that my throat was better by Sat
urday for a rescheduled tour of the 
Strathmore. 

By Saturday, I was in Springfield 
flat on my back hooked up to IV's 
and oxygen. That ended my chances 
of 15 minutes of fame. 

On that same morning, April 
15, I went to Baystate-Franklin 
ER, where they took a half dozen 
X-rays, a CT scan and a couple of 
MRI's. Doctors were unable to de
te1mine what ailed me except that 
I had a "swollen mass" in my neck 
that had collapsed my esophagus. 

Things were getting worse, fast. 

They transpo1ted me to Baystate 
Springfield by ambulance. When 
I asked about there being no tele
phone in my room, the nurse said 
rather sternly, "No telephone for 
you." Which I assumed was to guard 
against me calling 911, again. 

Later that day, I heard some
thing ringing in the closet. A nurse 
opened the door and handed me the 
telephone. 

Doctors took turns poking and 
prodding me, taking a number of 
additional X-rays and unsuccessful
ly attempted to jam a camera down 
my collapsed esophagus - once 
while I was awake and again while 
anesthetized, succeeding only in 
causing more irritation. 

They talked of shoving a balloon 
down my collapsed esophagus and 
inflating the balloon, but couldn't 
get the balloon to go down, either. 

When an ENT doctor came to 
examine me, I asked him to check 
my right ear because fluid was gur
gling and I had an ear ache. "I don't 
do that. Fluid can be removed by 
your prima1y care physician." Ap
parently an Ear, Nose, and Throat 
doctor doesn't do ears unless it's 
serious. The pain, though, felt seri
ous to me. 

Since I couldn't swallow, in their 
wisdom, doctors ordered a "Barium 
Swallow". 

When I told X-ray technicians 
I was in the hospital because I 
couldn't swallow and would choke 
on the barium, they offered to dilute 
it, which would only make it worse, 
since other doctors had already tried 

see TRIP page 84 

Turners Falls in 1948: 
Boom Time for Businesses 

An aerial photograph of the village, circa 194 5. 
Courtesy of the Ed Gregory Archive. 

By LILLIAN FISKE Phersick Brothers and Neipp Broth-
ers, who sold shoes, mbbers and 

MONTAGUE - When we first hosie1y. 
maITied, we lived with my parents 
while my husband worked on our 
house. When we moved into our 
home in 1948, I did my shopping in 
Turners Falls. 

For men's clothing, you had a 
choiceofMcCa1thy's or Dahleimers, 
which carried men's and women's 
wear. Eva Girard sold d1y goods 
and infant wear, and the Ma1y Ellen 

The only chain store in town was Store and the Rean Shop had ladies' 
the First National Store on Third 
Street. All of the others were pri
vately owned, and most of their 
families lived in Turners Falls. 

There were eight groce1y stores: 
John Girard's Gem Market, Schuh
le's on L Street, Gothlieb Koch & 
Sons on Avenue A, Louis Koch on 
L Street, Kuklewicz's Market, C.E. 
Stenard Dependable Groceries, and 
Godin's Store. 

There were two shoe stores, 

wear. 
There were three dmgstores to fill 

your prescriptions: Hood's Phaima
cy, Skinner and Flag, and Fournier 
Brothers, who ran the Rexall store. 
After a movie one could walk down 
Avenue A and get a huge cherry va
nilla ice cream sundae for a qua1ter 
-what a treat! 

We bought our furnace from 
Starbuck & Sons. E. M. Gulow & 

see 1948 page 86 

There will be a photo talk by William 
Dean about the Bruton Cove Eagles (6:45 
p.m. at the Discovery Center), a group photo 
show by 25 local photographers in the Av
enue A Storefront Galleries, and an open
ing reception at Nina's Nook for Candace 
Silver's photography show. 

The Montague Reporter will host our own 
repo1ter, Lee Wicks, from 6 to 7:30 pm. for 
a reading from her novel, Some Measure of 
Happiness (see below). 

Montague 
Center resident 
and Montague 
Reporter writer 
Lee Wzcks will 

read from her novel 
Some Measure of 
Happiness at the 

Montague Reporter, 
177 Avenue A from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. All 
are invited to stop 

l.(.t WtCKS 

by to hear Lee talk about her work, read 
some excerpts and discuss novel writing. Her 
novel centers on the village of Cooper Hill, 
a seemingly tranquil hamlet in the Vermont 

hills. But under the surface lurks a host of less 
than tranquil happenings. 

All of that is just a 
teaser for the real thing, 
of course: the fourth 
annual Mutton and 
Mead Festival, held 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Jm1e 21 and 22, at 210 
Tmners Falls Road. 

For those who don't 
know, Mutton and Mead 
is a medieval (not
quite-renaissance) faire, 
mn as a benefit for the 
Food Bank of Western 
Mass and the Montague 
Common Hall. 

By REPORTER STAFF 

TURNERS FALLS- On Thursday, June 19, 
Turners Falls RiverCulture has teamed up with 
the Mutton and Mead Festival for a pa1ticularly 
ente1taining Third Thursday (T3F) downtown 
walking event. 

The theme of this month's event is "Knights, 
Camera, Action!," and will combine costumed 
performers from next week's medieval festi
val - wandering minstrels, damsels and pop-up 
blacksmiths (left) and the like - with more con
temporary a1t, music, and in particular photog
raphy. 

Last year's Mutton-themed T3F event (left) 
was the highlight of the season. This year it has 
expanded to include a working trebuchet, or 
catapult, which members of the public can use 
to fling paint bombs at a canvas 100 feet away, 
like you've always wanted to do. 

After that, Montague City-based electrnpop 
duo Home Body (above) will play a free set at 
Spinner Park, on the comer of Avenue A and Fomth 
Street, at 7:30 pm. In the event of rain this will be 
moved to the Shea Theater. They ai·e embai·king 
on a twelve-state tour the next day so catch them 
while you can! 

The T3F event culminates in a screening of the 
1975 cult-classic comedy Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail at the Shea Theater at 8:30 p m. 

~~~ 

That event costs $15 for adults, $10 for children and seniors, and is free for children under 6; parking 
costs $5 a vehicle, so cai-pool. The festival's blend of stage shows, jousts, demonstrations, vendors, re

freshments and histo1y-mixing madness have made it one of the key family events of the summer. 
The Reporter discourages our readers from missing either event. 

At about 9 a.m. on 
Sundqy, June 8, this 
empry towed trailer 
overturned on the 
Third Street curve 
in Turners Falls as 

CIW~ 
~~ 

the driver roared 
down the hill. 
The Montague 

police believe that 
speed was a fador in 
the trailer tipping. 

Speeding is an 
ongoing problem 

on both Third and 
Uniry Streets. 
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Pet 
ofthe 

Week 
may tell you my sto1y 
in time. 

I do get along 
great with other kit
ties, however it is un
known how I do with 
dogs, but with a slow 
introduction I should 
do just fine. 

"SIR LIMPY" Think I might be 
the kitty for you? Ask 

a staff member for more info1ma-I am a delightful, friendly boy 
who loves to be petted, especially 
on my back and head. I also give 
excellent advice. 

I was found as a stray so little is 
known about my background, but I 

tion. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
June 16 through 20 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at 
Noon. Meal reservations must 
be made one day in advance by 
11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are support
ed by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y 
donations are accepted. Council 
on Aging Director is Robe1ta Pot
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su
prenant. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal rese1vations, or to sign 
up for programs call 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our ma
chine when the center is closed. 

Monday 6/16 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. NO Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 6/17 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday 6/18 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 6/19 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 6/20 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nan
cy Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for 
hours and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Etvingside, is open Mon
day through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal info1mation and 
reservations. 

For info1mation, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. Call 
the Center to confum activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out when 
is the next blood pressure clinic. 

Monday 6/16 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 p.m. Quilting 
Tuesday 6/17 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Steve Damon 
10:45 a.m. Senior Business 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 6/18 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 6/19 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Mus
cles 
Noon Cards 
Friday 6/20 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga 
- Wednesdays at IO a.m. at the 
Town Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class 
free). Senior Lunch - Fridays at 
noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Erectile Dysfunction: What Can Be Done 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Anyone watching male-ori
ented TV programs would get the 
impression that erectile dysfunction 
is rampant. How common is it? 

Erectile dysfunction (ED) is very 
common. Depending upon how you 
define ED, there are 15 1nillion to 30 
million men who have it. ED ranges 
from complete impotence to unsatis
fact01y performance. 

But it doesn't have to be a pa1t of 
getting older. As you age, you may 
need more stimulation and more 
time, but older men should still be 
able to get an erection and enjoy 
sex. 

The incidence of ED increases 
with age. Between 15 and 25 per-

MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 

Summer Reading 
Program 

The annual Summer Reading 
Program begins Friday, June 20. 

This year's theme is "Fizz, Boom, 
Read," and is open to children of all 
ages. 

The kick-off event is a Magic 
Show Flea Circus with magician 
Ed Popielarczyk on Tuesday, June 
24, at 10:30 a.m. 

Sign-ups for the Summer Reading 
Program begin on Friday, June 20. 

For more info1mation, call the 
Carnegie Libra1y, 863-3214 or go to 
ww1v.montaguepubliclibraries. org. 

cent of 65-year-old men experience 
this problem. In older men, ED usu
ally has a physical cause, such as a 
dtug side effect, disease or injury. 
Anything that damages the ne1ves or 
impairs blood flow in the penis can 
cause ED. 

The following are some leading 
causes of erectile dysfunction: dia
betes, high blood pressure, athero
sclerosis (hardening of the aiteries ), 
prostate surgery, hormone imbal
ance, alcohol and dtug abuse. 

And, of course, there are your 
emotions. It should be no surprise 
that, if you're having a relationship 
problem with your sex pa1tner, you 
can suffer from ED. Here ai·e some 
other psychological influences: anxi
ety over a previous failure, eve1yday 
stress, depression, and feeling un
attractive to your paitner. If you're 
suffering from ED, you should see 
your doctor for a discussion ai1d 
physical exam. 

Monitoring erections that occur 
during sleep cai1 help the diagno
sis. Healthy men have involunta1y 
erections during sleep. If nocturnal 
erections do not occur, then ED is 
likely to have a physical rather than 
psychological cause. Tests of noc-

turnal erections ai·e not completely 
reliable, however. 

The cause of the ED will deter-
1nine the treatment. Some ED medi
cines ai·e injected into the penis. 
Other medicines are taken orally. In 
addition to medicines, there are vac
uum- pump devices and surge1y. 

Millions of men have benefited 
from three dtugs that treat ED. These 
three, which are adve1tised endless
ly, are Viagra, Levitra and Cialis. All 
of them increase blood flow to the 
penis, which produces an erection. 
Viagra, Levitra and Cialis improve 
the response to sexual stimulation, 
but they do not trigger an automatic 
erection as injections do. 

Oral testosterone can reduce ED 
in some men with low levels of nat
ural testosterone, but it is often inef
fective and may cause liver damage. 
Nitroglycerin, a muscle relaxant, 
can sometimes enhance erection 
when mbbed on the penis. 

Research on dtugs for treating 
ED is expanding rapidly. If you 
have ED, you should ask your doc
tor about the latest advances. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org 

GILL LIBRARY NEWS 

Summer Fun at Slate Library 
Slate Memorial Libra1y in the 

center of Gill is geai'ing up for its 
summer reading program, "Fizz, 
Boom, Read!" Stop by the libraiy 
and pick up a game board to play the 
summer reading game. 

For eve1y week ofreading accom
plished, kids can pick out a fabulous 
prize from the p11ze basket. Come in 
eve1y week to get your game boai·d 
stamped or whenever you ai·e in 
town. 

Slate Libra1y also hosts events 
for kids on Saturdays during the 
summer months. 

On Saturday, June 21 at 10:30 
am., the libraiy will host a program 

called "The Science of Shrinky 
Oinks!" Kids can experiment with 
polystyrene plastic and colored 
pencils to create jewelry for them
selves or friends. Pendants, eai1'ings 
or bracelets can be made at this fun 
workshop aimed at kids and teens. 

On Saturday June 28 at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a children's 
dance party on the libraiy lawn, 
hosted by Anna Hendt'icks of Great 
Falls Movement. Put on your boogie 
shoes or barefeet and get ready to 
move! 

~ ~ by OVERTURE 

Please visit the libra1y to pick up 
a flyer of all our summer events in
cluding a ukulele jam for all ages, 
a visit by Rainforest Reptiles, and 
"The Alt & Science of Henna," 
taught by local a1tist Kelly Flahe1ty. 

Slate Libra1y is open Tuesdays 2 
to 6 p.m., Wednesdays 3 to 7 p.m., 
Thursdays 2 to 8 p.m., and Satur
days 10 a.m. to 2 pm. 

PVS Sings! 

On Tuesdays in June ai1d July, 
the Pioneer Valley Symphony 
will host Summer Sings at Most 
Holy Redeemer Parish Hall, 122 
Russell St., Hadley. 

All interested singers are 
invited to attend, for a fee of$10. 
All sings strut at 7 p.m. Scores 
will be provided, but singers ai·e 
welcome to b11ng their own. 

Dates and repertoire for the 
upc01ning Sings are as follows: 
June 24: Verdi Requiem; July 
8: Gloria, Antonio Vivaldi And 
ZadokThePriest, byG.F. Handel; 
July 22: Schicksalslied and 

Overture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out opertura.org. ~ ~g Nonie, by Johannes Brahms. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Hampshire ~in.g Services \!J~ established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
Heruin,g and Hearing A id Tcchno!Qgy Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Car~ & 

Patience To Optituize Social lnteraction 

As au Audiology practice, 
it's who we arc and what we do 

241 Kiog Str=, Suite J 19 (l'Ot Pourri Plazal Nortlwmptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
1 ~2 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
4 I l-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HalIKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863 .4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834,2201 

•rJil11 Pr cKLEs 1 

Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

Upinngil1 and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
________ .,... (413)774,2600 Greenfield, MA 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

m1chael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 
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Laughing Ali. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

"It's dark as Hades in here, even 
with the light on," I said. I put a dol
lar in the jar and pulled a beer out 
of the ice chest and popped its top 
off on the odd little opener mounted 
on the wall behind the green baize 
poker table. 

The bottle opener was made of 
brass and shaped like the head of 
monkey, with gaping maw and agate 
eyes. By some unseen agency, Creon 
had it rigged so the monkey would 
howl a deep mottled roar each time 
a customer made use of it. 

The sound seemed to emanate 
from the monkey's brass throat even 
as the bottle cap was engorged with
in its echoing chamber. But in fact, 
as Creon once explained to me, the 
sound issued from a s01t of bellows 
set behind the wall, forced through 
a sheepskin diaphragm that was 
stretched across a hollow gomd. The 
mechanism was activated by pres
sme on the monkey's mandible. 

When an unsuspecting customer 
popped open a bottle of sarsaparilla, 
a draft of air issued through the bass 
chord membrane hidden just be
hind the mandrill's imaginaiy voice 
box, and as the deep howl receded, 
the action of the bellows, reversed 
by counte1weights, gave over to a 
wheezing intake of breath in a high
pitched effervescent cackle that 
sounded for all the world like the 
beast was laughing as you spilled 
your soda or, worse, yom beer. 

The device rarely failed to star
tle. 

Creon called this damnable con
traption Laughing Ali, and the name 
had grown in popular usage to stand 
for the store itself and particulai·ly 
the nairnw cobbled walkway lead
ing up to it from the Avenue. 

Creon charged a dollar for beer, 
half that for pop; it was wo1th it ev
ery time. 

I sat down at one comer of the 
poker table. Each of the tables' eight 
sides ended in a nai1·ow wooden 
tray, sunk below the baize smface of 
the tabletop; these built in trays were 
used for gathering drinks and chips. 

Over the years these wooden 
pockets had become battle scaiTed 
with cigarette bums and the long 
slow whittling of endless afternoons 
and hacksaw blades. 

As soon as I sat down, Jack 
walked in, canying his sketch pad 

MIKE SLIVA ILLUSTRATION 

and a bottle of Maker's Mruk 
"Let's play cai·ds," he said. 
"Don't you have some work to 

do?" growled Creon. 
"Beating you at five card stud is 

work," said Jack diplomatically. He 
pulled up a chair and winked at me 
and tore the red plastic wax off the 
bottle top and tossed it in the general 
direction of the cash register, where 
Creon sat glowering. 

"Come on," Jack called to him. 
"Get over here. Take that jewelers 
loupe out of yom one good eye and 
bring yom change pmse with you. 
We'll empty this bottle while we 
clean you out." 

As if on cue, the twins tumbled 
in, Christo and Paul X, bringing a 
gust of wind and flunying of snow 
mshing in the front door with them. 

From the drifts in their boots and 
the ice in their hair, it looked as if 
they had somehow managed to ride 
their bikes over the snow mtted 
streets, had ridden them right up 
the alley, single file, and just barely 
dismounted as they ran through the 
door. 

These two were always in motion, 
all spit and thunder and big hearted 
bluster, and Creon had set up special 
chairs for them at the poker table 
with foot pedals and cranks attached 
to a tandem chain link drive train 
that activated blowers by the old 
oil dium woodstove, chocked up on 
massive granite blocks in the front 
comer by the bay window. 

Outside the window, which 
looked out on the little comtyard 
and the frozen chestnut tree, icicles 
hung suspended from the eaves, 
and on clear days they refracted the 
low sun that briefly glanced into the 
comtyard each afternoon before re
treating behind the mom1tain. 

Even on days like these, all too 
common, with the wind blowing 
snow around the stone comtyard 
and the starlings huddled with their 
shoulders hunched in the lower 
branches of the chestnut tree, a 
phantom light still played on the 
interior of the room, spinning in 
di'ifting p11sms along the walls and 
scatte1'ing around the players' fore
heads as the cai·ds were shuffled and 
cut, defying all attempts to trace its 
somce. 

Jack dealt the cai·ds and poured 
the first of many rom1ds ofbombon. 

Continued next week. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Attempted Backhoe Backout: Backup Called 

Monday, 6/Z 

12:01< a.m. Items reported 
stolen from Third Street 
apartment, allegedly by 
caller's ex-boyfriend. Ad
vised of options. 
12:tt a.m. Gunshots re
ported m v1c1111ty of 
Chestnut Hill Loop. Un
able to locate. 
1:27 a.m. Report from 
State Police that crossing 
arms were damaged and 
copper stolen from a near
by railroad crossing; re
questing that MPD check 
local crossings. All town 
crossings checked; nega
tive findings. 
6:50 a.m. Complaint re
garding barking dog on 
Montague City Road; early 
morning barking has been 
an ongoing problem for a 
couple of weeks. Referred 
to an officer. 
9:26 a.m. Cash reported 
stolen from a lockbox on 
Fifth Street. Report taken. 
12:1<0 p.m. Party in to sta
tion to speak with officer 
about a suspicious party 
who had been riding his 
bil,e past reporting party's 
house frequently; caller re
ports that party is a Level 
3 sex offender. Advised of 
options. 
12:02 p.m. Advised that a 
subject had jumped from 
the French mng Bridge in 
Erving. TFFD and North
field Dive Team on scene. 
Officers traveled to scene 
to assist. 
6:19 p.m. Caller reporting 
that an employee at his 
medical practice (formerly 
in Turners Falls, now in 
Greenfield) had forged 13 

prescriptions for narcot
ics, all of which were filled 
at the Turners Falls Rite 
Aid. Report taken. 
6:31 p.m. Caller reports a 
suspicious male going door 
to door on Turners Falls 
Road; when asked what 
he was doing, the male re
plied, "Looking for Jesus." 
Party located, spoken to, 
and sent on way. 
Tuesday, 6/3 

6:50 a.m. Report of dog 
barking since 5:1;5 a.m. on 
Montague City Road. Re
port taken. 
10:08 a.m. Report of male 
party in the driver's seat of 
a vehicle parked on Cen
tral Street who appears 
to be sniffing sometl1ing 
inside the vehicle. Infant 
in car seat in back of ve
hicle. Responding officers 
located unoccupied vehicle 
on Four th Street near tl1e 
canal. 
12:12 p.m. Sick-looking 
fox at Prospect Street and 
Montague Street. Animal 
control officer checked 
area; unable to locate. 
12:13 p.m. Threatening/ 
harassment on Avenue A. 

Advised of options. 
1 :32 p.m. Suspicious vehi
cle reported on land next 
to caller's property. Ve
hicle has been parked tl1ere 
and running for 24 hours. 
Vehicle owner located and 
contacted. 
2:57 p.m. Brush fire be
hind Shady Glen caused by 
improperly extinguished 
smoking materials. TFFD 
on scene. Fire extin
guished. 
6:50 p.m. Complaint that 
property owner on L 
Street dumped a toilet at 
tl1e roadside, blocking a 
fire hydrant. Caller had 
picture of said toilet. Re
ferred to DPW. 
7:32 p.m. Sick fox in yard 
on Millers Falls Road. 
Area search negative. 
9:1;6 p.m. Tenant on Third 
Street reports that she 
came home to find her 
landlord in her apartment 
without permission, and 
tl1at when confronted, the 
landlord shoved her. Par
ties spoken to and advised 
of options. 
10:19 p.m. Party from pre
vious call calling back to 
report that landlord is now 
tl1rowing furniture down 
tl1e stairs. Parties spoken 
to and warned. 
Wednesday, 6/4 

12:06 a.m. Caller reporting 
tl1ree people in the parking 
lot across from residence 
changing by a black Su
zuki. One party was asleep 
under a tree on the caller's 
property earlier in the eve
ning. Parties spoken to; 
were just hanging out. 
7:20 a.m. Caller concerned 
tl1at his child's mother has 
been driving with a sus
pended license and may be 
drinking and driving witl1 
tl1eir child in tl1e vehicle. 
Advised of options; offi
cers will be on lookout. 
8:01; a.m. 

was ar
rested on a default warrant 
and charged with shoplift
ing by asportation, second 
offense. 
9:31; a.m. Fox reported out
side Sheffield Elementary 
School. Area search nega
tive. Off-duty firefighter 
called reporting tl1at fox 
was on Montague Street. 
Party into station advis
ing tl1at fox was last seen 
heading towards Turnpike 

Road. Detail officer report
ed seeing fox, who did not 
appear to be sick but was 
just chasing some birds. .....,. 
was arrested and charged 
with possession of a Class 
A drug and possession of a 
Class B drug. 
12:61; p.m. Partially-full 
gas can found in report
ing party's strawberry 
garden on Burnett Street 
this morning; concern that 
someone may be siphoning 
gas from nearby vehicles. 
Advised of options. 
1 :1;3 p.m. Caller reporting 
that kids on dirt bikes are 
trespassing in tl1e Aaron 
Clark cemetery and using 
a loam pile in the cemetery 
as a bike jump. Report 
taken. 
1:52 p.m. Report of two 
males going door to door 
on Montague City Road 
soliciting for a homework 
program, asking residents 
if they have kids or know 
anyone in the area who has 
kids. Area search negative; 
officers will be on lookout. 
1<:01; p.m. Report of alter
cation at Scalpers Lodge 
in Lake Pleasant. Investi
gated. 
Thursday, 6/ 5 
10:1;6 p.m. Motorist re
ported seeing large black 
bear on Fairway Avenue. 
Patrol units advised. 
Friday, 6/6 

3:06 p.m. Request for as
sistance witl1 an injured 
squirrel on K Street. Offi
cer advises squirrel is now 
deceased and bagged for 
disposal; squirrel may have 
been sick. 
3:08 p.m. Caller complain
ing that her landlord is 
driving a vehicle with a 
broken driver's side win
dow tl1at is covered with 
plastic. Caller felt that "an 
authority figure should ad
dress the problem." Vehicle 
owner spoken to. 
5:1;6 p.m. Request for of
ficer to dispose of box of 
drug paraphernalia found 
on J Street. 
9:37 p.m. Request for offi
cer to retrieve several hy
podermic needles that call
er found on the bike path 
and placed in tl1e trash can 
by tl1e closed bridge. 
11:02 p.m. 

was arrested on a default 
warrant. 
Saturday, 6/'7 

8:53 a.m. Report of dog 
locked inside vehicle on 
Migratory Way. After 
waiting for owner to re
turn, officer retrieved dog 
from vehicle. Owner in to 
station, spoken to and ad
vised; dog released back to 
owner. 
12:22 p.m. Dispute over 
contract for "as is" pur
chase of a backhoe. Buyer 
is attempting to back out; 
claims backhoe was not 
in condition he thought 
it was. Officer on scene 
reported that situation 
was escalating. Backup on 
scene. Officers clear; buyer 
left with tl1e backhoe. 
12:50 p.m. Caller advising 
that overnight a bear came 
into her yard on South 
High Street, damaged her 
fence, and ate from a trash 
can filled with birdseed. 
Caller is relocating bird
seed but wanted it on re
cord that a bear was in tl1e 
area. Report logged. 
6:19 p.m. Caller witnessed 
neighbor on Central Street 
strike his dog with a shov
el. Involved party spoken 
to; report taken. 
6 p.m. Turtle rescued from 
roadway at Avenue A and 
Eleventh Street. 
Sunday, 6/8 

charged with operating a 
motor vehicle with a sus
pended license. 
9:06 a.m. Dump truck 
trailer full of gravel tipped 
over on Unity Street. No 
injuries. Unity Street shut 
down; DPW contacted; 
street sweeper and loader 
on scene. 
12:1<6 p.m. Third Street 
tenant reporting that land
lord, whose electricity has 
been shut off, is running 
an extension cord upstairs 
into tenant's apartment. 
Advised of options. 
'l;:58 p.m. Caller inquiring 
about his options regard
ing a skunk who has been 
eating the eggs out of his 
chicken coop in Montague 
Center. Caller's wife has 
seen skunk out around 
dusk; no signs of illness 
observed. Advised of op
tions. 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Summer hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun, 10-8 

g<>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd,4 
Montague, MA Ol,51 

-413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

DOLAN & Dbl:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
41}863-3133 

PfR~~~~l mJ~R~, Will~~ f~rnlE~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOP/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASE.S 

POWE~ WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 
240 G~E;£1fF!ELO ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE&: FAx· 413-367-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
fronkd _7 4@yohoo.com 
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Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 week minimum).      call 863-8666

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor

Commercial • Residential • Industrial

“Serving Western Mass for Over 100 Years”
www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346

Since 1910

to get me to swallow liquids, which 
they said had been thickened to 
make it easier to swallow and would 
guard against choking and aspirat-
ing material into my lungs. 

The X-ray techies said, “Swal-
low it. You’ll be fine.” 

Famous last words. I tried to swal-
low the diluted barium, choked, and 
aspirated barium into my lungs. 

I now needed oxygen, because I 
had difficulty in breathing. The bar-
ium in my lungs resulted in pneu-
monia. They tried to suction some 
of the barium out of my trachea. 

Since they still couldn’t deter-
mine what ailed me, other than 
“multiple infections” (viral, fungal 
and bacterial), in my sinuses, lymph 
glands, kidneys, and places I do not 
care to divulge, they wisely put me 
in isolation with folks who had the 
flu, and soon – surprise, surprise 
– “flu” was added to my list. 

The order for Tama-flu got lost, 
never showed up until after the flu 
had run its course, and they sent it 
back. Meanwhile they employed a 
suction device, similar to what den-
tists use to drain patient’s mouths of 
saliva to keep me from choking on 
the barium I was coughing up. 

Every two hours, around the 
clock, a nurse plunged a hypoder-
mic needle into my abdomen to 
ward against blood clots. My abdo-
men was soon black & blue from 
the painful shots and sleep was dif-
ficult. Just when I got to sleep, it 
was time for another painful jab. 

Antibiotics, administered intra-
venously, caused a “secondary in-
fection,” the nature of which they 
did not specify, adding to the grow-
ing list of ailments. Everyone who 
entered my room, to attend to what 
was beginning to seem like my final 
needs, was required to suit up with 
gloves, gown, face mask and clear 
plastic face-shield to guard against 
whatever form of plague I was af-
flicted with. 

The one person who didn’t suit 
up in protective clothing was the 
nurse who went room to room in-
serting IV needles. 

A kindly nurse solemnly asked 
what denomination of clergy person 
I’d like her to summon. I thanked 
her, saying I was suffering enough 
already without that, and would 
prefer to continue to deal direct. 
She was very solicitous, and put 
socks on my feet for me. She even 
offered to powder my private areas 
with anti-fungal powder, which I 
declined, saying I’d prefer to do that 

myself. 
Since I wasn’t able to eat, doc-

tors talked of inserting a feeding 
tube into my stomach. Instead, they 
loaded me up with large amounts 
of IV solutions of sugar and salt, 
which brought on kidney failure, 
plus heart failure resulting in heart 
damage. 

I began to feel weaker and won-
dered if I was too hasty in refusing 
to have a clergyman visit me. 

There was no telephone in my 
room. When I asked, the nurse re-
plied, “No telephone!” in a stern 
voice. I suspected they’d heard 
about me calling 911 on a previous 
hospital stay when nurses were too 
busy “socializing” to respond to my 
needs. That call had resulted in mar-
velous care after the call. 

Since the door to my room was 
directly opposite the door to the 
nurses’ station, I figured I could hol-
ler from my bed to summon a nurse 
if they didn’t respond to the call 
light. Which I did. But I would have 
liked to telephone my daughter in 
Pennsylvania. 

A nurse happened to be in the 
room when a bell began ringing in 
the closet. She opened the closet 
door, took out a telephone, and 
handed it to me. My friend Laura 
was calling to see how I was, hav-
ing been briefed by the hospital of 
my multiple afflictions. She then 
called my daughter, Joann, who 
flew up from Pennsylvania without 
telling me. 

When Joann entered my room 
swathed in blue plastic gown, 
gloves,face mask and clear plas-
tic face shield, I didn’t recognize 
her. She could have been a Mus-
lim woman in an all-encompassing 
baby blue plastic spring hijab, from 
what I could see of her. 

Thinking it was a social worker 
seeing if I needed assistance in 
preparation for my departure to the 
next world, I expressed little enthu-
siasm, until I recognized Joann’s 
voice. Her visit perked me up, and I 
began to get better from then on. 

Despite Bay State’s best efforts, 
I survived. I’m now recuperating at 
home, and am slated for monitored 
cardiac rehab to attempt to undo the 
heart damage of my hospital stay.

Joe has long been one of our 
most valuable utility players – re-
porter, photographer, memoirist 
– here at the Reporter. Well wishes 
can be sent via editor@
montaguereporter.org.

TOWN OF MONTAGUE
Water Pollution Control Facility

WPCF Administrative Assistant
Position performs billing, both weekly and corrective emergency work orders, 

and secretarial functions for the Water Pollution Control Facility.  Responsibilities 
include issuing bills, processing departmental accounts payable and payroll, 

assisting with residential and industrial sewer billing, providing customer service, 
preparing correspondence, performing data entry, and managing the daily 

operation of the office.  Supports operations staff when short-handed, i.e. second 
person on pump station rounds; required to occasionally enter into confined spaces.  
Employee occasionally lifts up to 30 lbs and must be able to pass a pre-employment 

physical exam.  A full job description is available upon request. 

A completed application & resume must be delivered to 
the WPCF no later than 2:00 PM, 20 June 2014.

Montague WPCF, 34 Greenfield Rd., Montague, MA 01351-9522 
(413) 773-8865

The Town of Montague is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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hiGhliGhts from the Gill police loG

Child Escapes From School; Boat On Fire At Boat Club
Tuesday, 5/27
12:30 p.m. Service of  re-
straining order for Munns 
Ferry Road resident.
2:20 p.m. Suspicious mo-
tor vehicle on Main Road. 
Operator was lost.
8:35 p.m. Medical assis-
tance on Meadow Street. 
Resident transported to 
Franklin Medical Center.
Wednesday, 5/28
5:15 a.m. Car vs. deer acci-
dent on Main Road. Deer 
ran off  into woods.
3:10 p.m. Traffic issue on 
Boyle Road due to stu-
dents walking.
4:10 p.m. Firearms issue 
on North Cross Road. As-
sisted resident.
4:50 pm. Assisted Hoe 
Shop Road resident re-
garding property from re-
straining order.
Thursday, 5/29
12:30 p.m. 10-year-old re-
ported to have run away 
from elementary school. 
Student returned.

8:50 p.m. Dog complaint 
on Main Road near South 
Cross Road.
10:40 p.m. Assisted Ber-
nardston PD with at-
tempted suicide.
Friday, 5/30
1:22 p.m. Assisted North-
field PD with stolen mo-
tor vehicle on Gill Center 
Road.
3:10 p.m. Suspicious mo-
tor vehicle reported at 
home for sale on French 
King Highway. Located 
owners.
3:33 p.m. Suspicious motor 
vehicle on Center Road at 
Ben Hale Road. Workers 
taking a break.
10:50 p.m. Assisted Erv-
ing PD with disabled trac-
tor-trailer unit in center 
of  their town.
Sunday, 6/1
4:10 p.m. Assisted Erving 
PD with arrest of  subject 
for indecent exposure.
Monday, 6/2
6:15 a.m. Trees reported 

on wires on Ben Hale 
Road. Road closed down.
8:10 a.m. Traffic lights at 
the intersection malfunc-
tioning. Monitored same.
12 noon Reported suicide 
from French King Bridge. 
Under investigation.
3:50 p.m. Medical request 
at kayak operation. Fish 
hook in subject’s lip.
3:55 p.m. Reported boat 
on fire at Franklin County 
Boat Club.
Tuesday, 6/3
7:40 p.m. Located two 
motor vehicles on Pisgah 
Mountain Road. Subjects 
looking for areas to camp.
Wednesday, 6/4
9:13 p.m. Welfare check 
on Main Road youths. 
Checked OK.
Thursday, 6/5
10:15 a.m. Assisted resi-
dent with background 
check for international 
travel issue.
9:15 p.m. Officer investi-
gated domestic dispute on 

Chappel Drive. 
Friday, 6/6
11:20 a.m. Door-to-door 
salesperson reported on 
West Gill Road. 
12 noon Internet scam re-
ported by Mountain Road 
resident. Under investiga-
tion.
Saturday, 6/7
1:30 p.m. Larceny of  gas 
and property reported on 
River Road.
2:15 p.m. Complaint of  
construction company 
leaving equipment on pri-
vate property on Factory 
Hollow Road.
Sunday, 6/8
10:15 a.m. Court service 
for North Cross Road 
resident.
12:50 p.m. Court service 
for Munns Ferry Road, 
Grout Road, and River 
Road residents.
8:50 p.m. Domestic distur-
bance on Franklin Road. 
Subject under arrest.

Here's the way it was on June 
10th, 2004: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter's archive. 

Gill Acts on 
Mariamante Land

At the Gill Annual Town Meet-
ing on June 7, residents voted 
100-2 to purchase the 12 acres of 
land at the southwest corner of 
the intersection of West Gill Road 
and Main Road. 

Earlier in the spring, the 
Mariamante Academy decided 
against constructing a new school 
building on the acreage and opted 
instead to sell the land and move 
their operations to Virginia. 

The selectboard believed the 
town should buy the land to en-

sure it was not developed for resi-
dential condominiums. 

Residents authorized the town 
to spend $245,000 for the land, 
with the plan that it be used for 
commercial development.

Skate park 
Benefit Concert

Organizers held a benefit con-
cert to raise funds to reopen the 
Skate Park in Turners Falls on 
June 5, 2004 at the Shea Theater. 
Kit Henry, Nicole Pielock, and 
Jeremy Latch called the event a 
“smashing success, with an awe-
some lineup of talent.” 

Five punk and ska bands 
played, including Swert, the Me 
& Thems, Wrong Side of the 

Tracks, and The Skatamatics. 
Fundraising efforts continue.

At&t Gains permit for 
Locks Hill road tower

The zoning board of appeals 
unanimously approved a request 
by AT&T Wireless to install cell 
phone antennas on a disused 
Locks Hill Road communications 
tower, after determining they 
could not find grounds to support 
a denial in the town’s zoning by-
law.

The decision followed a series 
of hearings beginning in October 
2003, at which dozens of Wendell 
residents voiced opposition to the 
proposal.

Looking Back: 
10 Years ago This Week
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,vww.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pipion!t!TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week • 

101 Ave A, Turners 414.S63.424S • ' 

II 

little tick 

BIG P LEM 
PREVENT 
Lyme Disease 

Bitten by a tick? Get it tested for 
Lyme at www.tickreport.com 

(cn;} Testing free for residents of Cooperative Public Health Service 
W towns: Buckland, Charlemont, Conway, Deerfield, Gill, Hawley, 

PuhlicHealth Heath, Leyden, Monroe and Shelburne 

LOOKINGBACI<a 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN & AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00PM Daily· Closed Sundays 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@Gill Bridge 
(413) 863-9991 

SALES • SERVICE • STALIATIO 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 0103 5 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT from several Third World coun-
tries which Tim has documented. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

a vast variety of special guests. 
$, 8 p.m. 

Trash with Steve Subrizi, $, 8 
p.m. 

ONGOING: 

WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY 

Turners Falls Fishway Open! 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day until 
Sunday, June 15, First Street, off 
Avenue A. 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope Tuesday. Hands
on environmental experience for 
young children. Story, interac
tive game and craft with rotating 
topics. Ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

Great Falls Farmer's Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. 
Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Montague Center Li
brary: Music and Move
ment with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Chil
dren and their caregiv
ers invited. 10 a.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: 
Thursday Night Jazz, 
Ted Wirt and John Har
rison, 5 to 7 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, 
Turners Falls: Karaoke 
with Dirty Johnny. 9 p.m 
to midnight. Free. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levan
Turners Falls Airport: Turners gie, outlaw country, 9 p.m. 
Falls Aviation Weekend. Air- Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
planes, vintage cars, on display. $ 
Free airplane rides for kids, para-
chuters, flight simulators, ven
dors, food, and raffles. 10 a.m. to 
4p.m. 

Canal Days Along the Bike Path: 
Presented by Northfield Moun
tain Recreation Area. Explore 
the scenic west end of Canalside 

Falls: Metal Night, , 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Flaming Dragons of Middle Earth 
& Friends, rock-noise-magic, 
9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15 

Turners Falls Airport: Turners 
Falls Aviation Weekend. See 

Saturday listing. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Leverett Crafts and Arts, 
Leverett: Danse Cafe, 
French & Breton Dance, 
dancing, instruction, live 
music, French Cafe am
bience. $, 3 to 6 p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, 
New Salem: Elizabeth 
Chang, Bach program 
featuring solo violin so
natas and partitas, $, 4 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
John Sheldon - Up Close 
& Personal, 8 p.m. 

ART SHOWS: 
Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 9 Neptune's Car is Hol!J Hanson and Steve Hqyes, an 

acoustic duo p-om Massachusetts and Netv Hampshire tvho p.m. Nina's Nook, Turners 
Falls: Candace Silver's 
photography. On dis
play through July 16 

plqy original contemporaryfalk music. At the Great Falls MONDAY, JUNE 16 
Cojfehouse, Great Falls Discovery Center; 7 p.m. Rendezvous, Turners 

with opening reception 
on June 19th from 5 to 8 p.m. 

EVENTS: 

FRIDAY, JUNE 13 

Great Falls Coffeehouse, Dis
covery Center, Turners Falls: 
Neptune's Car: Holly Hanson 
and Steve Hayes, $, doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. coffee & homemade 
baked goods, and the museum 
is open during intermission. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Bear Grass & Rosary 
Beard, $, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Gokh-Bi System with opener 
Maurice "Sou/fighter" Taylor. 
World rhythms dance party, $, 
8:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Friends with Benefits, indie-jam
rock, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An
derson, renegade blues, 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14 

Greenfield Savings Bank Com
munity Room, Turners Falls: 
Professional film maker Tim Un
dop brings fascinating videos, 
narratives and personal tales 

Trail with historian Ed Gregory, 
geologist and industrial history 
buff, Steve Winters, and North
field Mountain's Kim Noyes. 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. Meet at the park
ing lot on the east side of Mon
tague City Road across from 
the Farren Care Center, Turners 
Falls. For ages 16 and older. 

Turners Falls Fishway, Turners 
falls: Free Fish Printing. Stop in 
between noon and 2 p.m. with 
a T-shirt or other material to use 
for fish printing to make your own 
print. 

Green Fields Market, Greenfield: 
Multi-Award Winning Documen
tary screening of Full Signal: The 
Hidden Cost of Cell Phones, 5 
p.m. Followed by info session and 
special guest Patricia Burke, a 
leader of the fight against "smart" 
meters in Massachusetts. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa
lem: Heather Maloney, singer/ 
song-writer, $, 7:30 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: The 
Happier Valley Comedy Show
The Ha Ha's and special guest 
from NYC, Keaton. Spontane
ously created comic theater with 

Falls: BINGO! 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 19 

Energy Park, Greenfield: COOP 
Concerts with Jennie McAvoy -
traditional ballads, Joe Graveline 
- singer, guitar stylist and Small 
Change - swing, jazz, country, 
folk and a cappella, 6 p.m. 

Third Thursday in Turners Falls: 
Knights! Camera! Action! 6 to 
10 p.m. Wandering minstrels, 
Medieval demonstrations, pho
tography exhibit, performance 
by electropop duo Home Body, 
7:30 p.m. Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail at the Shea, 8:30 p.m. 
Complete listing: www.turners
fallsriverculture.org 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Brother Sun, musical diversity 
and harmony with Greg Green
way, Pat Wictor and Joe Jencks, 
$, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, 
& Doug Plavin, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Dave Houghton & Fancy 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Dimma Dim, 
Dan Putnam's new band playing 
rock, reggae & funk, 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Pat
ty Carpenter and Friends, 9:30 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Russell Kaback and oth
ers: "Words & Chords: A Solistice 
Songwriting Circle", $, 8 p.m. 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

( 413) 863-9576 

THURS. 6/ 12 8pm FREE 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band 

FRI. 6/13 FREE 
Friends with Benefits lrockl 

SAT. 6/ 14 9:30 FREE 
FLAMING DRAGONS 

OF 
MIDDLE EARTH 

BLACK SKY 
(rock-noise-pop-magic) 

SUN. 6/ 15 Free 
6pm "Music: to eat By'' (DJ) 

9pm TNT KARAOKE 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS, Ml 
REIDElV0USTh,Cl.C0~ 
TEL:◄ 13-863· Z866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

3)~ 
C H E V R O L E T 

54 MAL'-STimrr 
GAEENFIW>, MA 01301 

KIM SPAULDING 
&lstness ,Manager 

(413) 773-3678 
FAx (413) n4-5746 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwind.s school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863·9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863·0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Dm~j Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area /or over 25 years Certified• Bonded• /11sur,•rl 

We Install all Tvpes of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
Fax 863-BOZZ 

fUn1<·s~un 
fUN. fUNl<Y. fUN(JIONflL 

Custoll): Sewil)~, CJpf)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder - Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

•we Know Entertainment• 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

fir Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodehng Contractor 

Hlot.\01 CPllulosP lnsul,11·jcm • Air~Paling • l:!nMgy Audits 

RPpl~cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Home Rep;:iirs • Spray Po,tm Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1obb:m::moddi1ig@811tnil,co111 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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1948 from page B 1 
Company sold hardware, GE 
appliances, Maytag washers, and 
Philco radios. My brother had a 
couple of teeth break off a mowing 
machine. He took them to Mr. 
Gulow, who went right to a shelf 
and found replacements. 

L. A. Kohler sold appliances 
and radios. 

Need a new car? You could buy a 
new Ford at Baumier Motor Sales, 
or a Pontiac at W. Cassidy's. 

Have a sweet tooth? John Equi 
could provide you with fiuit, ice 
cream, soda, confectiona1y, cigars, 
or tobacco. The Cone Shop was 
ve1y popular for ice cream cones, 
sundaes, and light lunches. LaPi
erre's Candy Shop on Third Street 
featured homemade potato chips. 
Talk about heart attacks - the 
brown bag would be covered with 
grease! My father loved them. 

C.E. Stenard Dependable Gro
ceries sat across the alley from the 
Shea Theater. We often bought a 
pint of ice cream there for twenty 
cents. The proprietor would cut it 
in half and stick a wooden spoon 
in each half, and my brother and 
I would have a treat to eat at the 
movies. 

The town had three cleaners: 
Royal Cleaners, New Wonder 
Cleaners, and John M. Kuklewicz, 
who did tailoring as well as d1y 
cleaning. The Turners Falls Laun
d1y did wet work and flat work. 

Studio, at the comer ofThird Street 
and Avenue A. 

Olchowski and Noga made 
mother's bread in the Patch. Many 
years later I would take care of 
Mr. Olchowski at the Farren Hos
pital. Eve1y morning he woke up 
ve1y early and sta1ted punching 
his pillow with his fists. I was ve1y 
concerned, until one of his sons as
sured me he was going through the 
motions of preparing his bread for 
the day, and not to wony. 

Trouble with your car? You had 
a choice of going to Haigis Service 
Station, Couture Brothers' Esso 
Service Station, Julius Blassberg 
for new and used auto parts, Wil
liams Garage, or Beaubien's Cities 
Service Station. 

The Comer Book Store was 
across the Avenue from Franklin's 
Five and Dime. Two stores sup
plied your need for fuel: the Turn
ers Falls Coal Company, and Mc
Carthy's, which sold coal, oil, and 
grain. 

There wasn't much for enter
tainment. The Shea Theater was 
ve1y popular, as was the River
view Rollerway, but most of the 
churches had their own bands and 
sports teams, and the Turners Falls 
Athletic Club offered many spo1ts 
programs. 
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Getting ready for the junior 
prom, you would have to go out of 
town for your gown, but you could 
have your hair done at either the 
Deluxe Beauty Shop or the Vene
tian Beauty Shop. A corsage could 
be ordered at Cade's Flower Shop, 
and you could take your films to be 
processed at Ed Strange's Valley 

Turners also had a barber, a 
town taxi, a jewehy store, a news
paper - the Franklin County Press 
- and W.L Solomon, who sold real 
estate. What more could you ask of 
a town? ~ GREENFIELD ThE TOWN 

~ SAVINGS BANK of MOi-fTAGUE 
!Jl/u,a's ~ 

~deZ\TOus • ...,,j~ 
111> ~~ .--.-..HILLSIDE R, 

:Jvook, I would like to thank the TFHS 
Class of 1948 Yearbook staff for 
the excellent job they did secur
ing ads. As I am in my nineties, I 
would never have remembered all 
these stores and businesses n I

,. ~i ......, PLASTICS,INC ~l 
1 IIIJUDD WIRE INC. REPUBLIC 
E. SERVICES ~MA_r_A_L_L_s_;_A_;_~_;~ __ L!~TJ othenvise! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Tanl(ee 

SOLAR STORE 
413 772 3122 

Ac1v1ce,, v~, w-& /M~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

magpiepiue.com 
21 Bank Row, GIid. 

413..ll75•3~70 

woodfired pizzeria 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 
Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

~ 

-"'=\' 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

& Wall Construction 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS. MA 

773·7910 

Qr.•ti Jol1nscw. CRrnNr:1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
4 I '3-86 '3-97 36 • Genlohnson~ Realtor.mm 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Ctttlfltd Rt9dentW Speclallsl) 
Only 4% of all REAIJORS oold this JJesli~ous desigr.ition. 
The CRS i; my badge of expertise and yoU1 shiekl ot 
i1SSU-4/1Ce. Put your hlll in the best to get lhe job doll!. 
Whether buyins, sdir,g 01 rciemng, ,Kva~ d,005(l 

GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ,r11lll ~ r,,pr1trNrt,. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
(41~ 86W736 • \\'WW.GJAR.CO. 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413,367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

Thcyn1 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

Sunday Brunch, I Oam-1pm 
413-863-9006 

I I -> I r 1 ~ ., .--·■·. •■- r· ■· ■·· ·-: 
1 ,._ ~ - l • I - .. ' 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska 's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Titrners Falls area firr 40 Years 

Dave Arg1;, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turner1fall1plzza.com 
119 Avenue A, Tllrnars Falls ❖ (413) 883-8000 

~z~.0._ .... -SHA~HA CoNsTRucT10N 

~~g SuP~IlY Co. !Ne. 

SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers. 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

.and at our new location or802-579-l 800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohonsupply.com 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

'·Come See "·hat's 
Cooking!" 




