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Hot Stuff on Display at 
Sawmill River Arts 
By NINA ROSSI 

MONTAGUE 
CENTER - The 
Sawmill River A1ts 
Galle1y perches on 
the second sto1y ad­
jacent to Greenfield 
Road at the Mon­
tague Book Mill 
complex. The gal­
le1y is larger than it 
looks on the outside; 
the space has been 
cleverly optimized 
for wall space for its 
15 member a1tists 
and 25 consignors. 

This summer, a 
members' exhibit 
called "Hot Stuff' 
fills the galle1y with 
a wide variety of 
bright and colorful 
works. It seems like 

Acrylic paintings by Kerry Stone, at the 
Sawmill River Arts members' show. 

almost eve1y a1tist works in two 
or more mediums, and the anay 
of talent is ve1y impressive at the 
Sawmill. 

The small cooperative gallery 
has attracted many local artists 
and crafters, and the 15 members 
share galle1y responsibilities. 
This means you will always meet 
one of the artists, no matter when 
you visit. 

Potter Jaye Pope of Montague 
was on duty Sunday afternoon 

when I visited. She was happy 
to share info1mation regarding 
her own work, and was also ve1y 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
about the other a1tists at the shop. 

Pope teaches ceramics at the 
Eaglebrook School and has dishes, 
bowls, mugs and other functional 
items on display. Lately her mo­
tifs are crows, bicycles, and gears, 
which she draws on the items with 
a glaze pencil, giving expression to 

see SAWMILL page AS 

Gill Elementary Discusses 

Change, as Principal Leaves 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

Kathleen Bailer, principal of Gill 
Elementa1y, has resigned effective 
July 30, and the Gill-Montague 
school district is beginning a search 
for her replacement. 

Superintendent Michael Sul­
livan invited interested members 
of the community to meet with 
him at Gill's town hall on Monday 
evening, July 20, to discuss what 
qualities they would like to see in 
a new principal. The meeting was 
well attended, with parents, teach­
ers, school board and community 

ERVING SELECTBOARD 

members participating in a lively 
and frank discussion. 

Sullivan began by asking those 
in attendance to fill out a ques­
tionnaire about what qualities they 
thought were most impo1tant in a 
new principal. He said the results 
would be collected and used by the 
search committee. 

In the discussion, teachers and 
parents emphasized several specific 
qualities they would prioritize. Many 
found it important that the principal 
be open, fair, tmstw01thy, and supp01t 
both teachers and students. 

see GILL page A7 

Two Very Busy Meetings 
By KATIE NOLAN 
and MIKE JACKSON 

In the wake ofTom Sharp's retire­
ment, the Erving selectboard sched­
uled an extra meeting to deal with an 
unexpected volume of summe1time 
business. On July 13, it appointed 
the senior and community center's 
interim director Paula Betters as its 
director for one year, and also in­
creased the hours for the position 
from 30 hours per week to 40. 

On July 21, it discussed its pri­
orities, complained the anti-pipeline 
a1ticle passed at town meeting pre­
vents it from taking timely action, 
decided to publicly release Sharp's 
retirement agreement, approved an 

energy audit and boiler replacement 
at Erving Elementa1y, and authorized 
the purchase of the Lavallee prope1ty 
later this month. 

Betters Hired for 1 Year 
Approximately a dozen people 

attended the July 13 meeting to sup­
po1t appointing Betters as director. 
Selectboard chair William Bembury 
said the board had received a petition 
supporting Betters signed by "25 to 
30" people, and that several individ­
uals had written letters of supp01t. 

Thelma Downs, 96 years old, told 
the board that Betters "has demon­
strated her ability to nm the center ... 
she is ve1y talented ... we want her 

see ERVING page A4 

County Transportation Planners Publish 
Two Major Studies; Hope for Funds 
By MIKE JACKSON 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Occa­
sionally, we need to fix the bridges 
that we use to cross the rivers in 
our private automobiles. This has 
been the bottom line of transpo1ta­
tion planning in our rural county for 
about the past centmy, after the de­
cline of horse, rail and electric trolley 
transit, as the population has gradu­
ally climbed from 62 all the way up 
to 102 humans per square mile. 

The next centmy is likely to look 
a little different. At the same time, 
funds are not exactly streaming in to 
overhaul our infrastmcture. So plan­
ners - such as those at the Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
(FRCOG), the successor to the now­
disbanded county government, and 
the Franklin Regional Transpo1ta­
tion Authority (FRTA), which mns 
bus routes in 8 towns and provides 
rides around the county for the mo­
bility-impaired - must be ve1y stra­
tegic in how we develop it. 

The COG's RTP 
The FRCOG has released a 

191-page draft of its new Regional 
Transpo1tation Plan, which can be 
reviewed at frcog.org. This is up­
dated every four years, and contains 
ve1y thorough analysis. 

The most dangerous intersection 

in the county is apparently at G and 
11th streets in the Patch neighbor­
hood of Turners Falls, when you 
consider both the rate of crashing 
and its severity. Route 63 at No1th 
Leverett Road ranks a distant third 
(Montague accounts for eight of the 

see STUDIES page A7 

Both the FRCOG and FRTA are no111 headquartered at 
Greenfield's Olver Transit Center, the counry's bus and rail hub. 
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Progress Made on Bar Band Noise 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

The problem of sound generated 
by outdoor bands at Hubie's Tavem 
in Turners Falls, which has been 
the subject of neighborhood criti­
cism and could violate Montague's 
noise ordinance, may be in the pro­
cess of being resolved. Shawn Hu­
be1t, the new owner of the bar, and 
local residents have been meeting, 
developing compromise policies 
and checking decibel levels. 

They came to the Montague se-

lectboard last July 13 to suggest 
some modifications to the policies 
proposed by the board two weeks 
earlier. 

"We got off to a rocky sta1t," 
said Mike Thom, who owns an 
apaitment building on Third Street 
that abuts Hubie's patio. 

"If we could have had these 
discussions previous [to the last 
meeting], I think some of these 
things could have been ironed out," 
stated Hube1t. 

Thom said he had talked to 

neighbors, and "for the most pait 
we thought it was fine," adding that 
there was a group that lived next to 
the patio that, while thankful for 
the reduced sound level, felt "it's 
still so1t of loud." 

He suggested further monitor­
ing and a number of options to re­
duce sound levels. These included 
requiring dnunmers to use "bundle 
sticks." 

Thom said he had checked deci­
bel levels of bands on July 4, 9 and 

see MONTAGUE page A6 

Planned Avenue Market Opens Its 
Doors for Upper Valley Music Fest 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS - A re­
tail food marketplace the owners 
of Great Falls Harvest restaurant 
hope to open in downtown's former 
VFW building (Montague Reporter, 
"Fresh Local Groce1y Planned for 
Avenue A," March 13, 2014) is still 

in its planning stages, but renova­
tions to the 1,000-square-foot store­
front are unde1way, and the space 
will serve as one of the Upper Val­
ley Music Festival's five venues this 
Saturday, July 25. 

"I was thinking of hying to po­
tentially serve food, but it's not 
there yet," said Harvest owner Chris 

Great Falls Harvest restaurateur Chris Menegoni and his daughter Velouria 
begin a mural on the building's Avenue A storefront on Wednesdqy. 

Menegoni, who has been renovating 
the space with helpers including his 
family and building owner David 
Jensen. The team has exposed the 
original tin ceiling, and is installing 
lighting bought at Madison on the 
Avenue. 

Menegoni points to where he en­
visions a deli preparation case, reg­
ister, a bar with stools for eating on 
site, and large square windows on 
the Avenue storefront side. He calls 
himself "a year and a half wiser as 
to what it's going to take" to realize 
the business's vision. 

"The unfo1tunate thing is," he 
says, "it costs money to make good 
food ... That's one of the things that 
we're going to hy to work with 
small local producers on." 

Menegoni describes a workshare 
model designed so "fa1mers can 
make a living, people working in 
the market can make a living, and 
the people who come in to get food 
don't have to waste their whole pay­
check on it." 

"I'd like to get up and mnning 
for this harvest season," he contin­
ued. "The idea is taking stuff in and 
having it for the winter." 

see HARVEST page A8 
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Every Other Week! 
The Reporter continues its long­

standing tradition of taking every 
other week off in July and August. 
There was no July 16 edition, and 
there will be no July 30 one. 

In keeping with this spirit of 

exception, we've decided to hand 
over this lead editorial column to 
a submitted news a1ticle we found 
more thought-provoking than any­
tiling we had on tap. 

If you can do so, go swimming. 

Unist'ot'en Camp Continues 
Resistance to Pipelines 

By W. OOTEGHUM 

WET'SUWET'EN TERRI­
TORY - As the FERC contin­
ues its heaiings for the proposed 
Kinder Morgan gas pipeline which 
would cross Franklin County, the 
Unist'ot'en People are in their sixth 
year of maintaining a direct action 
camp that has continually and suc­
cessfully discouraged similar indus­
trial development on their land. 

First formed in 2010, the camp 
is on Wet'suwet'en Tenito1y (in 
what is known as British Colum­
bia, Canada), and is cul1'ently re­
sisting pipeline proposals from 
eleven companies. Three of these 
are Kinder Morgan, Pembina Pipe­
line and Endbridge, all of wliich 
would transpo1t fracked gas. 

In response to the proposals, the 
Unist'ot'en People held the first of 
many action camps in 2010 in an 
effort to build infrastrncture and 
solidarity, and encourage support­
ers to follow the lead of Indige­
nous peoples impacted by resource 
extraction and col01Iization. 

The action camps have led to 
the constrnction of multiple phys­
ical strnctures, which provide not 
only places to live and stay but 
also act as blockades to the pro­
posed pipelines. 

Along with the goal of build­
ing a healing and cultural center 
on the land for the Wet'suwet'en 
Peoples, the Unist'ot'en state: "We 
are dete1mined to protect this land 
for future generations, and in the 
process do our bit to shut down the 
toxic fossil fuel infrastrncture that 
threatens all forms of living life on 
this planet." 

On June 16, at an All Clans 
Meeting, the Wet'suwet'en unani­
mously agreed to not allow any 
pipelines to come through their 
tenitory. 

The land being defended is un­
ceded te1ritory, meaning First Na­
tions Peoples never signed treaties, 
sold or lost the land in war. This 
makes it necessaiy for the pipeline 
compa1Iies to get approval from the 
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Wet'suwet'en Heredita1y Chiefs to 
begin smveying or constiuction. 

Despite this, the federal and 
provincial governments routinely 
approve resource extraction proj­
ects on the ten1to1y. Because a 
single bridge provides the only 
entiy into the tel1'ito1y, Unist'ot'en 
People and supporters have been 
able to monitor traffic attempt­
ing to come in or out. They have 
kicked out smveyors and helicop­
ter crews, and refuse access to 
anyone who is from the govern­
ment or the oil industiy. 

On July 13, the Pacific Trails 
Pipeline Management Inc., operat­
ed by Chevron, met with the Office 
of the Wet'suwet'en to info1m them 
they would begin sUIVeying on July 
15. On that day, officers of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
ti-ied to enter a camp checkpoint, 
but were prevented from doing so. 
Suppo1ters of the camp info1med 
the RCMP that they did "not have 
jm-isdiction to enter". 

The following day, the RCMP 
threatened to al1'est suppo1ters at 
another checkpoint. In response, 
a gate was built to maintain the 
resistance. 

The head of the RCMP detach­
ment has stated to the camp's 
spokesperson that they intend to 
"ensure the work crews can do 
their work safely." A helicopter 
has also been sighted, flying low 
along the route of the proposed 
PTP pipeline. 

The Unist'ot'en People have 
said their situation is moving to­
ward an escalation point, and are 
calling for outside support to main­
tain their resistance - sharing in­
formation, hosting movie screen­
ings and organizing solida11ty ac­
tions, and lending both physical 
and financial support. Readers can 
visit ,-111-vw.unistotencamp.com for 
more info1mation. 

A fundraiser to suppo1t the 
camp is being planned locally 
for sometime in early August, 
location and exact date to be an­
nounced. Watch for fliers! 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 
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for errors in advertisements, but 
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Dog Days of Summer: Existential Nightmares 

letters to:? the Editors 

Tom Sharp: 

CORRECTION 

Contrary to our article in our 
July 9 issue (Somethings New 
at the 2015 Farmers Market), 
and the sign at the corner of One of a Kind Avenue A and Second Street, 

I am w11ting to express my admi­
ration for Tom Sharp, fo1mer admin­
istrative coordinator for the town of 
Erving, and for his principled stand 
in refusing to continue doing his job 
under the gaze of a recently installed 
town hall sUIVeillance camera. 

I had the pleasure of meeting 
Tom for the first time outdoors on a 
sunny day in July of 2003, when he 
had just been hired to replace the 
outgoing administrator, Deb Rous­
sel. Tom met me for a photograph 
for the Reporter at the Welcome to 
Erving sign near the French King 
Bridge. He beamed with pride at 
his new job, and I was immediately 
impressed with his openness, his 
affability, and his consideration for 
the request of a stranger - not even 
a constituent - who was asking him 
to go out of his way. 

First impressions are often tiue. 
Over the years I found those same 
qualities always evident in my deal­
ings with Tom, who made me feel 

more welcome coming to Erving 
than any combination of roadside 
signs along Route 2 could ever do. 

Erving is blessed with two of al­
most eve1ything. It has two village 
centers, two fire stations, two tax 
rates. Yet with all this wealth of re­
sources, the town has often seemed 
plagued by factionalism, petty 
feuds, and a pai·sim01Iious approach 
to spending public money. 

For twelve years, Tom managed 
to stay above the fray and steer a 
middle course, and he did so with a 
professionalism and an unfailing 
courtesy that was a credit to the 
community. 

As Edwai·d Snowden has shown 
us, at considerable sac11fice to his 
own life and livelihood, Americans 
ai·e now the targets of gove1mnent 
sUIVeillance twenty-four hours a 
day, and the 1-ight to privacy has be­
come a quaint relic of a nearly for­
gotten democratic past. 

If that democracy is still alive and 

the Great Falls Farmers 
Market in Turners Falls is 
open from 2 to 6 p.m. on 

Wednesdays, not 3 to 6 p.m. 

well in any comer of America, it is 
here in New England, where all citi­
zens have the right to come together 
in open town meeting to frame the 
policies and procedures by which 
they govern themselves. 

Tom Sharp has taken a stand for 
openness, trnst, and accountability 
in an era where those vi1tues are 
observed more often in the breach 
than in practice in the halls of 
gove1mnent. 

In a town with two of almost ev­
e1ything, he was one of a kind. 

Thank you, Tom Sharp. 

David Detmold 
Montague 

Unusual Courtesies Displayed 
Ever since my fi-iend Rodney 

Madison opened his shop, Madison 
On The Ave, here in Turners Falls, 
it has been my pleasure to witness 
the overwhelming hospitality of 
our local police and town officials 
on his behalf. 

Committees have been fo1med 
to help regulate his gardening ac­
tivities, officers are often present 
to make sure that he does not steal 
anything from his own store, and 
our police chief even displayed the 
unusual comtesy of making sure 
that everything was ah-ight between 
Rodney and the IRS. 

Recently, when Mr. Madison 
called the police to report the ha­
rassment of a neighboring shop 
owner, they were even kind enough 
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to offer him the greatest honor that 
a citizen of our incredible republic 
can be granted: the oppo1tunity to 
be housed and greatly refined by 
the largest, most expensive and 
populous prison system in the his­
to1y of civilization. 

You see, when the officer - a 
friend of Mr. Madison's antagonist 
- airived on the scene, he was able 
to see that Mr. Madison needed 
much more help than he could pos­
sibly know. 

At one point, their bellies even 
bmnped - much like in an argument 
between an umpire and a ball player 
- which was enough to prompt the 
suggestion from another officer ar-
1-iving on the scene that they might 
as well charge him with assaulting 

an officer: a much worse crime than 
assaulting an ordina1y human being, 
as we all know by now. 

I used to be jealous of Mr. Mad­
ison's appai·ently magical ability to 
attract such concern and attention, 
but I've begun to accept that his 
black skin may afford him some 
privileges tllat ai·e simply out of 
my reach. 

Be that as it may, many of us 
now consider Rodney to be a part 
of our family here; and the attention 
he receives from local autho11ties 
has done something to awaken our 
sense of commmiity. 

Luke Michael Buckham 
Turners Falls 
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0 The Lego Club meets Wednes-
~ 
~ day, July 29, 1 to 2:30 p.m. at the 

Carnegie Library where children can 
3 = imagine, build and play. Legos are 
~ provided and stay in the library. Chil­
o:: :5 dren's creations will be displayed in 

LOCAL BRIEFS j the Children's Room. Lego dona­
~ tions are always appreciated. 
w 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Upper Valley Music Fes­
tival is returning to Turners Falls 
on Saturday, July 25, from noon to 
midnight where more than 30 per­
formers will share 5 venues for an 
all day festival. 

Venues include The Shea Theater, 
The Great Falls Discovery Center's 
Great Hall, Hubie's Tavern, Har­
vest Mai·ket and The Rendezvous. 
All are in easy walking distance of 
each other, and there is ample free 
parking in town. For more info, visit 
,,vww. uppervalleymusicf est.com. 

Explore one of Northfield's hid­
den treasures with the woman who 
wrote the book on American fems. 
Nationally recognized fem expert 
and botanist Elizabeth Farnsworth 
will lead an exploration of the abU11-
dant fem life on land protected by 
Mount Grace Land Conservation 
Tmst adjoining the Satan's Kingdom 
Wildlife Management Area. 

The walk will take place on pri­
vate land on West Road (please 
RSVP for directions) on Saturday, 
July 25, from 1 to 4 p.m. This event 
is free and open to all. 

Advance sign-up is required. To 
RSVP, please contact Mount Grace 
Development Manager David Kotk­
er at (978) 248-2055 xl9 or kotker@ 
mountgrace.org. 

The RECOVER Project, a 
community-driven, peer to peer 
program that aims to enhance the 
lives of people in recovery, will 
host T.I.M.E. in Conceit, on Satur­
day, July 25, from 3 to 5 p.m. 

-, 

From 5 to 6 p.m. there will be 
a candlelight vigil and balloon re­
lease to honor the lives of all those 
who have been recently lost to the 
disease of addiction. This event 
will take place, rain or shine, at 
Greenfield's Energy Park on Miles 
St. in Greenfield. 

The Young Shakespeare Play­
ers East present "Shakespeare One­
on-One- Great Scenes from Shake­
speai·e" on Saturday, July 25 and 
Sunday, July 26, starting at 7 p m. 

The plays will be performed by 
dedicated young actors, ages 11 to 
18, at the Brick House, 24 Third 
Street, Turners Falls. 

The nm time is about 1 hour 10 
minutes. Doors open 15 minutes 
prior to show. All ages ai·e encour­
aged to attend and the pe1fo1mances 
ai·e free and open to the public, no 
tickets necessary. 

Also on Saturday night is the an­
nual "Christmas in July" fireworks 
and decorated boat parade. The 
Franklin County Boat club spon­
sored this yearly event. 

As darkness begins to fall, Christ­
mas-decorated boats will leave the 
yacht club near Bruton Cove and 
head over to the shore of Unity 
Park, Tmners Falls. The boats circle 
ai·ound the area for about a half hom 
with music blasting away. 

At about 9 p.m., the fireworks 
skyrocket off with great cheering 
from hundreds of viewers. Get to 
Unity Park shore ai·ea eai·ly, because 
river side spots fill up fast. Remem­
ber to bring a chair and bug spray. 

Local historiai1 Ed Gregory will 
give a multimedia presentation on 
The Flood of 1936 on Thmsday, July 
30, 6:30 pm., at the Cai11egie Library 
in Tmners Falls. Bringing yom ques­
tions, and own family memories or 
mementos, is optional. 

Preceded by the Friends of the 
Montague Public Libraries' Annual 
Meeting at 6 p m. For more inf01ma­
tion, call 863-3214. 

The second annual Pocumtuck 
Homelands Festival will be held at 
Unity Park on the waterfront, First 
St., TUiners Falls on Saturday, Au­
gust 1, from 11 a.m. to 7p.m. This 
is a celebration of Native American 
rut, music and cultme, with activi­
ties for all ages. 

Enjoy outstanding Native Ameri­
can crafts including baskets, pot­
tery, jewehy and demonstrations of 
primitive skills and live music. Even 
sample Native Americai1 food. 

One of the featured music per­
fonners is Grammy and Nammy 
awai·d-winning flute player Joseph 
Firecrow on the solai·-powered stage 
with breathtaking views of the Con­
necticut River. Loril Moondream of 
Medicine Mammals in Wendell, an 
Apache sto1yteller, will be on hand 
with two sessions of sto1ytelling. 

For more event times and info, 
visit nolumbekaproject.org or turn­
ers/a llsriverculture. org. 

It's time to get started at Green­
field Community College. Upcom­
ing enrolhnent days ai·e August 4 
and 22. One visit can get you ready 
to begin the Fall semester. Walk-ins 
welcome, no appointment necessary. 

Learn more at gcc.mass.edu or 
(413) 775-1810. 

Call for Images: Millers River Scroll Painting 
By REPORTER STAFF 

MILLERS FALLS - The 
Millers Falls Alts Bridge is 
sending out a call for images 
relating to the Millers River. 
These will be used as inspi­
rational somce material for a 
scroll painted by Chinese a1tist 
Tang Yuhan. The Alts Bridge 
hopes community participation 
will result in a hundred images 
to send to Yuhan's studio in 
China. 

Yuhan's project "will de­
pict the life and history of 
the river, the village of Mill­
ers Falls, and the people who 
call it home," according to the 
MFAB website. 

Tang Yuhan sta1ted paint­
ing at a very young age and 
studied with two well known 
contemporary Chinese a1tists, 
Sui Jianguo and Zhan Wang. 
She cuffently teaches at Hu­
bei Academy of Fine Alts in 
Wuhan. 

According to their Inission 
statement, MFAB seeks to join 
the "creativity of a1tists from 
China, the USA and ai·oU11d 
the world with the local com­
munity" to contribute to the 
"cultural and economic rejuve­
nation of Millers Falls." 

The scroll may be sev­
eral meters long, and will be 
shown locally at the conclu­
sion of the project. Yuhan ex­
pects to complete the scroll by 
October of this year. 

The Arts Bridge organization hopes to revitalize 
the former St. John's Church in Millers Falls to 

host contemporary attists from China in an effott 

Stay tuned to for more ar­
ticles about the MF AB this 
summer. They are hosting two 
a1tists-in-residence right now, 
and renovations to the old St 
John's church are progress­
ing. 

The artist invites all residents 
of Millers and sul1'0U11ding area to 
share images "which people think 
represent their village and their 
lives, whether attractive, happy or 
Iniserable." 

The pictmes may be histori­
cal or contemporary, involving 
personal or public situations and 
views. They may take the form 

to build bridges between our cultures. 

of photographs, digital images, or 
short videos. 

The Millers Falls Alts Bridge 
will scan original photographs 
for participants at their center at 
5 Chm-ch Street in Millers. Call 
(413) 423-3234 to atTange a scan. 
If you aheady have digital files, 
you may send them via email to in­
tern@mfabridge.org. The deadline 
for submissions is August 15. 

Earlier this year, the arts 
organization paired conceptu­
al works by five Chinese art­

ists with sites in the Connecticut 
River as palt of the collaborative 
regional ruts initiative The River '.s 
Song. 

This project began in response 
to that call, but required an ex­
tended timeline to complete. 

Details and documentation of 
these projects can be seen online at 
,,vww. m illersfa llsartsbridge. org. 

The Giving Tree School, at 3 
Wood Avenue in Gill, is hosting 
an open house for parents and chil­
dren ages 3 to 4 to come play on a 
newly-certified Outdoor Classroom 
on Wednesday, August 5 from 9:30 
to 11 :30 a.m. 

The area features a water trnugh, 
nature a1t area, swings, garden 
beds, straw and log area, stepping 
stones, building platform, ham­
mocks, and more. 

For more info, please contact 
Christina Postera via ww1,v.giving­
treeschool. org. 

It's time for the 11th annual Fill 
the Belly Bus Food Drive in Frank­
lin County. Community members 
are invited to bring non-perishable 
food items and personal cai·e sup­
plies to the following locations on 
Friday, August 7th: Stop & Shop 
in Greenfield from 9 to 11 :30 a.m.; 
Food City in Tmners Falls from 9 
a m. to noon; Yankee Candle Vil­
lage in South Deerfield from noon 
to 1 pm.; Foster's Supermarket in 
Greenfield from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.; 
and the Greenfield Town Common 
from 3 to 5 p.m. 

This food drive is scheduled in 
August because most smnmer meal 
programs end before school begins, 
leaving low-income families with­
out access to food. Donations ben­
efit five emergency food programs 
in Franklin County. 

No Strings Marionettes will 
present "Hai1dsome and Gretel" at 
Peskeomskut Park, across from the 
Cai11egie Public Library on Friday, 
August 7, starting at 10:30 am. The 
show will be held inside the library 
if the weather does not cooperate. 
Designed for children of all ages and 
their caregivers. 

Writing for Healing, facilitated 
by Cai-Ia Robbins is a free 6-week 
writing workshop at MCSM Wom­
en's Center (formerly known as Tm11-
ers Falls Women's Resource Center) 
at 41 Third Street in TUiners Falls for 
women who have experienced any 
kind oftraUIIla in their lives. 

The group meets Friday morn­
ings from 10 a.m. to noon, begin­
ning August 7 and mnning through 
September 11. 

As program facilitator, Robbins 
says, "We did not get to write our 
own life beginnings, but we do 
have a chance to understand how 
experiences have shaped who we 
are. And with that understanding, 
we are empowered to decide who 
we will become." 

The objective of this workshop 
is to get to know yourself by writ­
ing and connecting with other 
women through shared experiences 
to increase respect and value for 
your life's path. 

For more information or to 
sign up for this workshop, please 
call Christine at ( 413) 863-4804, 
ext. 1003 or email christine@ 
mcsmcommunity. org. 

The "White Elephant" Tag Sale 
for Montague Old Home Days on 
August 15 is now accepting items. 
Donations may be brought to the 
chm-ch from 11 a.m. to 1 p m. 

If a pick-up is needed arid for fur­
ther information, please call ( 413) 
367-9422. FUinitme and electronics 
will not be accepted. 

The next edition of the Montague 
Reporter is Thmsday, August 6. Con­
tinue to have a fun and safe smnmer. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 
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for our director.” 
Council on Aging (COA) mem-

ber Joseph Bucci said, “The reason 
people are supporting Paula is that 
she is energetic, knowledgeable, and 
she is doing an excellent job.”

Bembury’s motion to appoint 
Betters as senior center director re-
sulted in discussion about the pro-
cess for hiring the interim director 
last February. Selectboard member 
Arthur Johnson said that the select-
board was given only one choice for 
interim director, and that other quali-
fied applicants were not considered.

COA chair Sara Meuse, who 
chaired the screening committee for 
the interim job, said they read the re-
sumes submitted to the town, com-
pared them to a set of criteria provid-
ed by Sharp, and sent the names of 
three candidates who met the criteria 
to the selectboard.

According to Meuse, one of those 
three dropped out before the inter-
views, and a second told the board 
during her interview that she did not 
want an interim position without 
benefits, which had not been offered 
in the advertisements for this posi-
tion. This left Betters as the only can-
didate. She was appointed on a vote 
by Bembury and then-selectboard 
member Margaret Sullivan.

According to the minutes of the 
February 13 meeting when Betters 
was hired, Johnson “expressed disap-
pointment that the Select Board did 
not interview more than two of the 
11 candidates. He repeatedly stated 
that ‘the process was flawed.’ He was 
astounded that after the board had 
spent both the time and the energy 
to update the interim director job de-
scription that a candidate with only a 
high school education and no nurs-
ing experience was being hired.”

In March, the board voted to 
provide health insurance benefits to 
the recently-hired Betters. Sullivan 
said that when the selectboard inter-
viewed Betters for the interim posi-
tion, benefits were not discussed. 
But the question arose as to whether 
the Affordable Care Act requires the 
town to provide health insurance for 
a full-time employee hired for more 
than three months. 

On March 2, Sullivan said she had 
contacted town counsel, the state De-
partment of Revenue and the town’s 
insurance provider to get answers. 
She reported that while town counsel 
Donna MacNicol and Hampshire In-
surance felt that an interim employee 
should have health insurance bene-
fits, the state Department of Revenue 
told her that an interim employee not 
eligible for retirement benefits is not 
eligible for health insurance. 

During the discussion July 13, 
Johnson said his wife, who met the 
educational and experience criteria 
for the position, had applied, but her 
name had not been forwarded to the 
selectboard for an interview.

Bembury said that the selectboard 
wanted the center open for some 
evening hours, to allow the more 
frequent community use of the cen-
ter, and that increasing the director’s 
hours to 40 per week would allow 
her to be present at the center for 
evening programs. 

Johnson suggested that the town 
would “get the best bang for our 
buck” by keeping the director at 30 
hours per week, and hiring an assis-
tant for 20.  

Sullivan told the board, “Paula 
has done a superb job. I would like 
to see you hire her at 40 hours per 
week.”

After discussion, Bembury and 
selectboard member Jacob Smith 

voted to appoint Betters for a year 
at 40 hours per week, at a rate of 
$18.50 per hour ($38,480 annually). 
Johnson abstained.

The Next Six Months
During a discussion July 13 of the 

town’s cell phone policy, the board 
was asked whether Sharp was still 
included on the town’s service plan.

“He’s still technically an em-
ployee for six months,” Bembury 
replied. He added that the retire-
ment agreement, negotiated in ex-
ecutive session, has not been re-
leased to the public. 

Sullivan commented that con-
tracts should not be signed in ex-
ecutive session. Bembury told her 
town counsel Donna MacNicol 
was present at the session and ap-
proved the action. 

Sullivan said that as treasurer, 
she knows that the current payroll 
includes a check to Sharp, and that 
payroll is public information.

Debra Smith told the board that 
she understood that some citizens 
had “numerous questions” about 
Sharp’s retirement, and that they 
planned to attend the July 27 meet-
ing to ask them. 

Bembury replied, “There’s noth-
ing to talk about. Tom retired.”

Bembury also proposed that for 
the next six months, unless the town 
decides to hire an interim adminstra-
tor, he would be present at town hall 
from 9 a m. to 1 p m. to cover some 
of the administrative coordinator du-
ties. Assistant tax collector Ann Pe-
train may also fill in regularly to do 
administrative work. 

Bembury proposed that the town 
hire the University of Massachu-
setts’ Donahue Institute to review 
the town’s administrative needs and 
make recommendations. He called 
the present lack of administrative co-
ordinator “a good opportunity to get 
professional help,” and said hiring 
Donahue would “take the politics 
out of it.” He agreed to contact Do-
nahue for more information. 

When he returned on July 21, 
he said Donahue had told him 
they didn’t usually do that work, 
and referred the town to UMass-
Boston’s Collins Center for Public 
Management.

The Collins Center has done sim-
ilar work for Northfield, Princeton 
and Deerfield, and would send the 
town more information. 

The center’s “A to Z” package 
would cost around $14,000, and take 
three months. Its first phase would 
develop a job description and design 
a package, and its second would ad-
vertise for the position and screen 
candidates down to three finalists.

The board discussed how to fill a 
seven-person hiring committee for 
the process.

“I think it would be great if we 
could get a couple of department 
heads on that committee,” said 
Johnson.

Bembury said town counsel had 
advised him that Sharp’s retirement 
agreement did not have a confiden-
tiality clause, beyond content con-
cerning health, and that it could be 
made public upon request.

The board decided to release it 
before its Monday, July 27 meet-
ing, when residents are scheduled to 
discuss concerns about the circum-
stances of Sharp’s abrupt retirement. 
They voted to release it the next day, 
and announce that it was a public 
document available for review at 
town hall. “Get the copier warmed 
up,” Jacob Smith joked to municipal 
clerk Besty Sicard.

Setting Goals
The July 21 meeting, which 

passed the 3-1/2 hour mark before 
it went into executive session, was 
weighted down by discussions over 
procedure and communication. 

“It’s clear that we can’t do ev-
erything that this town is looking 
at at the moment, but it’d be nice 
to have a direction, rather than just 
putting out fires as we go along,” 
said Bembury, following a long 
discussion of the board’s goals 
over the next few years. 

All agreed that they wanted to 
find a way to televise their meet-
ings, and work out a capital im-
provement plan. 

The sharpest disagreement of the 
evening came when Johnson said 
that his “number one concern” was 
to build housing for Erving’s seniors, 
expressing his worry that a current 
library feasibility study would inevi-
tably lead to a spending decision that 
would crowd out that priority. 

Debra Smith, of the library trustees 
and feasibility committee, stressed 
that the library process was open-
ended, and that input from residents 
like Johnson is essential. “There is 
no set plan,” she said. “People have 
Erving’s interests at heart.” 

But Johnson said he felt the 
town’s purchase, scheduled for July 
31, of the property between the se-
nior center and elementary school 
at 54 Northfield Road would force 
the question, and said he thought it 
should go to a vote.

“I don’t think it necessarily has 
to be one or the other,” said Jacob 
Smith. “The feasibility is to decide 
what to do.... We could get to the 
same stage with senior housing.”

Debra Smith said that, even if the 
town is offered a grant to build a li-
brary, town meeting would have to 
approve the proposal.

“I just feel like there’s a lot of 
things going on, and the people don’t 
know exactly what’s going on,” said 
Johnson, likening the process to a 
“slow-moving bus” that at some 
point would be forced to take a turn. 

He said that he was not “against 
libraries,” but wanted the town’s li-
brary needs assessed so that it does 
not become “overlibraried” at the 
expense of other projects.

Gas Pipeline
The town’s Board of Health is 

planning a public meeting in Sep-
tember at which Kinder Morgan 
representatives will be invited to dis-
cuss the proposed pipeline’s health 
impacts. The selectboard was asked 
July 21 to sign a letter in support of 
the event, but was at first unsure if it 
was allowed to do so after a recent 
town meeting vote that prohibits it 
from making decisions about the 
project without holding a public 
vote.

“We’re damned if we do, and 
damned if we don’t,” offered Jacob 
Smith, when Bembury pointed out 
that not signing such a letter would 
be construed as support for the pipe-

line. But after re-reading the article, 
he changed his mind, saying he did 
not feel it was making any “deci-
sion” about the project.

“They said that we couldn’t do 
anything,” objected Johnson, ab-
staining from signing the letter.

A second issue highlighted the 
difficulty the town meeting decision 
creates. Correspondence from the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, postmarked July 2 and 
reaching the selectboard at its July 
13 meeting, had invited the town to 
participate in a scoping hearing in 
Greenfield on July 29. 

“For the record, we didn’t have 
enough time from when we received 
it to even engage the public to have a 
vote to do anything, one way or an-
other,” said Jacob Smith.

“That’s the way they wanted it – 
they tied our hands,” said Johnson.

Highway and Fire
The board signed a contract for 

state Chapter 90 roadwork money 
for re-paving Mountain Road, High 
Street and Lillian’s Way. Highway 
foreman Glenn McCrory said prep-
aration work was to start on High 
Street July 15 and on Lillian’s Way 
the week of July 20 and final paving 
the first week in August.

Fire chief Philip Wonkka present-
ed a job description for deputy chief. 
The selectboard decided to comment 
on it at the July 27 meeting. 

Wonkka said that he was the 
town’s last deputy chief, and that he 
would like to appoint one in the fu-
ture. He also reported that the new 
fire truck was at Station #2 being 
outfitted, and that firefighter training 
on the truck was scheduled for July 
20.

Erving Elementary Energy
Engineer Bart Bales of Bales En-

ergy Associates met with the board 
July 13 to clarify the scope of his 
contract with the town. The board 
had earlier approved a contract with 
Bales to study how to improve en-
ergy efficiency at Erving Elementary 
School, but added the task of writ-
ing specifications for replacement 
or repair of one of the school’s two 
boilers to the scope of work. On July 
13, Bales provided a revised con-
tract, with writing of specifications 
included, for an extra fee.

Bales said he was originally 
asked to do a study of how to make 
the building’s heating system more 
energy efficient, and that developing 
performance specifications would 
require an enhanced study. He said 
he would study the boiler and control 
systems, and provide recommenda-
tions for systems that would pay off 
in energy savings. He said he would 
do a heat load calculation and rec-
ommend how to reduce energy costs. 
He said he would provide the report 
to the town by the end of August.

After Bales left the meeting, the 
board asked McCrory’s opinion of 
how to proceed. He replied that Jam-
rog, the town’s HVAC contractor, 
designs and installs heating systems, 
and could provide specifications at 
no cost to the town. He said he would 
check to see if they do energy audits 
and heat load calculations. 

The board decided to ask McCro-
ry to follow up with that contractor, 
and to delay consideration of Bales’ 
revised contract until the July 21 
meeting.

McCrory returned July 21, and 
shared an email from Lon Isaacson of 
Universal Electric, who does energy 
audits for Jamrog, recommending 
steps the town can take. McCrory 
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NOTES FROM THE leverett SELECTBOARD

Financial Management, and Hydro-Raking
By JULIE CUNNINGHAM

As part of the discussion around 
the budget at the June 14 Lever-
ett selectboard meeting, the board 
members set a goal to have some 
draft of a formal, written policy 
around the reserves and debt lev-
els come fall. This came out of the 
concern over a lack of guidance in 
decision-making in these areas. The 
board pointed out what seemed like 
poor planning around the new fire 
truck, where the town reserves took 
a large hit. 

Board member Tom Hankinson 
pointed out while the new truck 
was important for safety, budgetary 
concerns cautioned against a large 
expense without more investiga-
tion into the condition of the old 
truck.“There could have been bet-
ter decision making over the fire 
truck,” he said.

Julie Shively agreed.
“More long term planning was 

needed,” said Shively.
While the discussion over the 

fire truck was focused, at the time, 
on how much the new truck was 
needed and what could be done 
with it, board members discussed 
more modern ways of fund raising 
to help with the current needs of the 
town. Both Hankinson and Shively 
suggested websites like GoFundMe, 
where money can be raised through 
an online campaign. 

Broadband internet has landed 
in Leverett, but the board raised a 
few concerns regarding the process 
of bringing broadband to the town. 
Hankinson pointed out the problem 
with a rented property where the 
subscriber is not the homeowner.

“There is a difference between 
someone who is the home owner 
and the person who lives there, but 
the person who lives there is the 
subscriber but the home owner has 
to respond,” Hankinson pointed 
out.

Another issue is the few hom-
eowners who opt out of having an 
ONT put on the house. If the house 
is sold, and the new owners want the 
ONT, they will be charged for it. 

“Anything new as of two months 
ago is paid for independently,” Mar-
gie McGinnis pointed out.

Mitch Mulholland made an ap-
pearance to discuss hydro-raking 

and the possibility of extending the 
hydro-raking of the pond by one 
hour. An herbicide may be used to 
minimize plant mass, but Mulhol-
land said the hydro-raking works 
best.

“The hydro-rake is really work-
ing well. We have tried other things, 
this seems to work the best,” Mul-
holland told the board. 

Hankinson brought up the con-
cern of how much the two hours 
of hydo-raking currently cost, and 
how much it would cost to fund the 
hydro-rake for another hour. Mul-
holland said the rake costs $185 an 
hour, and three hours would cost 
more than $500.

An herbicide is used in the 
brook, with any leftovers going into 
the pool. While the cheapest way to 
clean is to use an herbicide, Mulhol-
land cautioned against using chemi-
cals.

“The cheapest way to do it is to 
use chemicals, but we don’t want to 
go there. If you could put another 
hour into that pool, you would get 
more out of it,” said Mulholland.

Mulholland said he had met with 
the conservation commission, and 
together they decided against the 
use of chemicals. The board was 
split as to whether chemicals were 
safe to use.

Peter d’Errico was a bit skepti-
cal of the proposal, suggesting the 
use of some less harmful chemicals 
may be appropriate given the high 
expense of hydro-raking.

“I won’t say they are harmless, 
but it’s the closest we can come 
to harmless, in my opinion,” said 
d’Errico.

The option of purchasing a hy-
dro-rake was briefly discussed, but 
a pre-made rake would cost $80,000 
to $100,000. 

“We’re talking about a business 
that has to go along with that,” Mul-
holland cautioned.

Hankinson asked whether boat-
ers bring in algae from other ponds, 
and whether the town could prohibit 
boats that have been in another lake. 
Mulholland told the board there is 
no law that would allow this, and 
currently the signage encouraging 
boaters to clean their boats is the 
only measure taken against cross-
lake contamination.

“People who use motor boats 

come in March, April, and early 
May. By then the weeds are up,” 
Mulholland explained.

Discouraged, Hankinson voiced 
more concerns over the cost of 
clean up and lack of precaution 
against contaminated boats entering 
the pond water.

“This is like a bucket with a leak 
in it and we keep filling it up. Now 
we are looking to potentially pay for 
three hours of work on the pond,” 
said Hankinson.

To balance the environmental 
needs with budget concerns, the 
board approved the two hours of 
hydro-raking on the pond and opted 
to wait to approve the third hour.

The pipeline issue has touched 
Leverett, even though the pipeline 
will not come through the town. 
Leverett has been asked to write a 
letter supporting the town of War-
wick during the pipeline negotia-
tions. After discussion over what 
kind of letter to write, the board de-
cided to write their own letter stat-
ing their concerns over the pipeline, 
even though the pipeline will not 
travel through Leverett.

“We should draft a letter saying, 
even though we are not in that area, 
we consider the issue important for 
decision making,” said Hankinson.

The next meeting of the Lever-
ett selectboard will be July 28 at 
7:00 p.m.

her love of fine art within her cho-
sen craft. 

Looking around the gallery, the 
colors in the “Hot Stuff” show are 
appropriately vibrant! Flowers and 
landscapes as well as interior scenes 
cover the walls, with groupings by 
each member (indicated with a red 
hot pepper by their name). 

Do you love poppies? I noticed 
that many of the artists have used 
them in their work. Chris Peller-
in’s hooked wool wall hanging of 
poppies scattered on a green back-
ground stands out as one of them, as 
well as Kerry Stone’s paintings. 

Stone studied painting with Lou-
ise Minks, a mainstay of the gallery 
and someone who is well known for 
her colorful landscapes. I was very 
taken with her sewn paper collages. 
The different textures and pattern 
of the cutouts, combined with the 
stitching, gave a lovely tactile sense 
to each scene, and she obviously 
has a fine eye for composition. 

Roy Mansur’s framed photo-

graphs were stunning. From crisply 
outlined, delicate magnolia blos-
soms to textural depths mysteri-
ously achieved in the “Hellebores” 
print, there is a magnificent slice of 
the local world spilled through his 
discerning eyes.

Chris Mero of Montague has a 
display of wall art as well as shrines 
and boxes, or “enclosures,” as she 
calls them. Mero’s paintings and 
prints exhibit her love of cats; she 
is expert at depicting the special 
relationship between two cats, in 
particular, as they play, comfort or 
groom each other. The enclosures 
are box-like structures covered in 
fabric. Their crisp and precise ge-
ometry contrasts nicely with their 
flair and sense of fun. 

Lana Fiala works in paint, col-
lage, and has a balm and salve side-
line named after her three year old 
twins. Some of her scenes are set at 
the Book Mill. There are also quiet 
and subtle works by other mem-
ber artists, such as Patricia Czepiel 
Hayes’ delicate paintings of birds, 

flowers, and water. 
There is not enough room to 

mention every artist by name, but 
suffice it to say you will not find an 
exhibit anywhere else with so many 
familiar local scenes interpreted 
by area artists. Read the informa-
tion about each artist and talk with 
the artist while there. It will inspire 
you. 

If you need a gift, or a treat for 
yourself, there are textiles galore, 
such as colorful hats and scarves, 
and a great variety of beaded, woven, 
and metal jewelry. There are matted 
prints available starting at only 15 
dollars – very affordable way to get 
some local art on the walls.

An afternoon’s outing browsing 
the books (Book Mill), music (Turn 
It Up!), and art (Sawmill River 
Arts), and dining and drinking at 
the Lady Killigrew or Alvah Stone, 
can be had all in one place. Pick up 
produce at a farm stand on your way 
home and call yourself a true “local-
vore!”

SAWMILL from page A1
said he felt the town could make its 
own specifications based on a free 
initial review by Isaacson, without 
paying for an engineer to give a full 
audit of the building.

One area of improvement he 
recommended is for the installation 
of carbon monoxide detectors that 
would trigger the building’s exhaust 
fans. Currently, building staff manu-
ally turns on the fans in the morning 
and run them all day. Schools like 
Frontier and Leverett Elementary 
have installed these computerized 
systems, McCrory said, and have 
seen big savings.

The board unanimously agreed 
to authorize McCrory to move for-
ward with the energy evaluation, and 
to prepare bid contracts for replace-
ments to the boiler and hot water 
heater.

Cell Phones
The town’s cell phone policy pro-

vides two options: the designated 
employee buys a cell phone and 
service and is reimbursed $100 an-
nually, or the employee buys a cell 
phone and joins the town’s service 
plan. Jacob Smith observed that this 
seems unfair to those choosing the 
first option. 

During the July 13 discussion, 
Bembury revealed that he benefited 
from a third option, not spelled out in 
the policy: the cell phone he was us-
ing was purchased by the town, and 
he was covered by the town’s service 
plan. 

Smith commented that Bem-
bury’s situation was “water under the 
bridge,” but should not be repeated. 
The board voted to increase the re-
imbursement to $75, paid quarterly. 

At Smith’s request, the term “des-
ignated employee” was clarified to 
read “employee designated by the 
selectboard.” The board approved 
this change. McCrory said that, when 
the policy was written, designated 
employee meant on-call employees 
– such as highway and water and 
wastewater department employees. 
However, other town employees, 
such as the former administrative co-
ordinator, were added as cell phone 
users.

Council on Aging
The board re-appointed Joseph 

Bucci to the COA and appointed 
Dennis Wonsey, Gary Betters and 
William Meuse as new members. 
The appointments for Bucci, Robert 
Turner and Annemarie Newton ex-
pired July 1. The appointments for 
Turner and Newton were delayed 
until changes in COA rules take ef-

fect. Currently, members who have 
served two terms must take a year’s 
break before serving another term. 
Turner and Newton have served two 
terms. 

Meuse said that the COA has 
had trouble recruiting members, and 
needs Turner and Newton in order to 
have a quorum to conduct business. 
The new rules do not require COA 
members to take a year’s break. Sara 
Meuse, Kathy Curnick and Denise 
Maynard are current members with 
unexpired terms. Marjorie Clark re-
cently resigned from the council.

Other Business
The board appointed McCrory, 

Johnson, Debra Smith, Robert Turn-
er, Bucci, Betters and Sullivan to the 
committee to screen candidates for 
the senior/community center mainte-
nance position.

They discussed the need to build 
up the IP Mill reuse committee. “I 
would like to see the people who are 
so often concerned, and so vocal, on 
these big projects – who have com-
mitment, compassion and all that 
– would step forward,” said Johnson. 
“We need true leaders on the IP com-
mittee. This is going to be huge for 
this town.”

The board signed an agreement 
for sludge hauling with the Franklin 
County Solid Waste Management 
District, and appointed Pete Sanders 
to represent the town to the district.

They also approved slight chang-
es, required by the state, to the town’s 
CORI check policy. Deb Smith asked 
why the library trustees, who have 
hiring power over library employees, 
don’t see their CORI reports. 

Bembury said he would make 
sure they were included in the re-
view process. Smith said she felt that 
any concerns over applicants based 
on CORI checks should lead to con-
versations involving both the trust-
ees and selectboard.

The board approved a new busi-
ness license for Shannon Hatch, 
d/b/a The Rail Yard, for the historic 
diner most recently called the A&R 
Boxcar Restaurant, which closed last 
month. The owner of the A&R Box-
car, Robert Pollock, passed away on 
June 23 after a sudden illness.

At least two people are required 
to reconstitute the town’s cable ad-
visory committee. So far only one 
has come forward. The board hopes 
the committee could figure out how 
to televise its meetings, as well as 
negotiate the town’s contract with 
Comcast when it comes up for re-
newal in two years.

The board’s next meeting 
is July 27 at 6:30 p m.

ERVING from prev. page

Experts in archaeology and Native 
American/historic stone structures 
will be at the Pocumtuck Homelands 
Festival on Saturday, August 1, to 
interpret and analyze actual and sub-
mitted photos of stone structures as 
part of a full day of events at Unity 
Park Waterfront in Turners Falls from 
11 a.m. to 7 p m. All are welcome.

Archaeologist Dr. Kevin Mc-
Bride and researchers James and 
Mary Gage, experts in pre-contact 
and colonial period New England, 
will illuminate the significance of the 
evidence brought to them.

McBride and others are working 
with the Town of Montague, sev-
eral historic commissions, and five 
Northeastern tribes to gather infor-
mation about the Great Falls/ Wis-
satinnewag-Peskeompskut area.

The research of Mary and James 
Gage has focused on Native American 
ritual stone structures in the North-
eastern United States since 1992.

The Battlefield Protection Pro-
gram seeks to compile information 
about King Philip’s War.

Part of the mission of the Nolum-
beka Project, the non-profit organi-
zation hosting this event, is “to pro-
mote a deeper, broader, and more ac-
curate depiction of the history of the 
Native Americans/American Indians 
of New England before and during 
European contact and colonization.” 

The annual festival aims to enter-
tain, educate and to reveal more of 
the often unrepresented side of the 
early history of the Native civiliza-
tion. The full schedule can be found 
at www.nolumbekaproject.org.

Submissions to the “Stone Structures 
& Artifacts Road Show” Invited

!ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #R 2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3 780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

n 

Montague Mini Storage I Mikefuller-owner 

n 

Bat !11 or Talre Out/ 
BURRITOSr 

BOWLSr 
SOFT TACOS, 

QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours: Mon - Sat 11 :30 am - 9 pm 

FRED HOLMGREN 
Piano Tuning & Repair 
Serving central New England 
for more than 35 years 

978-544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 



A6 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER JULY 23, 2015 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 
MONTAGUE from page A 1 

cility, requested that the boai·d sign 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management Disti-ict 
for sludge hauling. 

Broadband Institute Offers Help; 
Brush Truck May Head to Auction 

11. In general, he said that sound 
levels "seemed reasonable" and 
below the 80 decibels set by the 
selectboard for that time of day. 

He and Hubert did measure 
decibel levels of between 86 and 
92, which is "a little above what 
it should be, but in my house it 
wasn't so bad, honestly." 

Trombley noted that while the 
facility is processing most of its 
own sludge and had not needed 
the se1-vice in two yeai·s, it was 
"pmdent" to have an MOU. 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

In spite of dual distractions of 
a bowl of yellow and red raspber­
ries, picked by selectboard member 
Dan Keller's 8-year-old grandson 
Alion Sa11', and a bag of fresh snow 
peas brought in by selectboard chair 
Christine Heard, the Wendell select­
board was able to hold its July 15 
meeting in a professional, business­
like manner. By the meeting's end 
the raspbeffies were gone and the 
snow peas had been decimated. 

Massachusetts Broadband Insti­
tute (MBI) representatives Eric Na­
kajima and Christine Hatch, were 
waiting when the meeting opened, 
and when their scheduled time ar­
rived, they were joined by Wendell 
broadband committee members 
Ben Schwa1tz and Wanita Sears, 
and Shutesbury's town administra­
tor Becky ToITes. Later, town facili­
ties engineer Jim Slavas and fin com 
chair Doug Tanner came in. 

Nakajima said the MBI's role is 
to help Wendell navigate the process 
of establishing and building its fiber 
optic network, and to define clearly 
the liabilities and obligations of par­
ties involved. He said that he has an 
open door for questions and help as 
Wendell goes through the process. 

He said that MBI will conduct 
the first steps, a pole survey and as­
sessment, which involves locating 
eve1y pole in the towns that will be 
served, and the "make ready" pro­
cess of preparing poles for the cable, 
possibly moving wires, replacing or 
moving poles as necessaiy. 

While that is happening, towns 
can use MBI expe1tise and planning 
grants to dete1mine what provider 
to use, and make legal agreements 
that cleai·ly define any obligations 
with a transparent operating plan 
for network sustainability. 

The WiredWest model would 
have the towns being operators of 
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the system through their member­
ship in WiredWest, but the chatter 
for WiredWest as an operator is not 
in place yet. 

When Schwartz asked what oth­
er players there 1night be other than 
Axia, Crocker and Matrix, Naka­
jima said it is a small pond with few 
fish, but he acknowledged that MBI 
has not broadcast an RFP (request 
for proposals). He said that MBI 
would provide consulting and plan­
ning grants for towns working inde­
pendently or through a cooperative 
like WiredWest. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser asked about considering a 
smaller group of contiguous towns 
which have shown early and signifi­
cant popular interest in getting a fi­
ber optic system - such as Wendell, 
Shutesbmy, New Salem, Northfield, 
Waiwick, and Leverett, though Lev­
erett already built their system on 
their own. 

Backing Up Stacking Up 
In the 15 minutes before Nakaji­

ma 's and Hatch 's scheduled appeai·­
ance, Pooser said that in speaking 
with Left Click about their service 
backing up and maintaining Wen­
dell's town office computer network 
he leai11ed that they would increase 
the cost of that service from $3,500 
to $13,000 for this year. 

They were lai·gely absent in fiscal 
2015, but showed a flm1y of activity 
at the end of the yeai· that brought 
the systems back up where they 
should be. He suggested that Slavas 
could do the job better for $5,000. 

Fire Truck, Roads 
Fire chief Joe Cuneo came to ask 

the board to comment on cemetery 
commission chair's request to take 
over the fire depa1tment's old bmsh 
buck, a 1971 four-wheel-drive In­
ternational, to the cemete1y com­
mission as a utility vehicle. 

Noting that the fire department 
is spending money now, Cuneo said 
that the International might bring 
the town "serious money" at auc­
tion - $1,000 to $17,000, if the auc­
tion is publicized well. 

He said he has had contact from 
several interested individuals al­
ready, and that there is an Interna­
tional Hai-vester society. 

What the town can get for the 
buck depends on who shows up 
for an auction, and how far away 
the sale is publicized. As an old fire 
buck it may bring money, the red 
light on the roof should stay on for 
now. The earliest possible date for 
an auction of surplus prope1ty is in 
September, and even that is tight. 

Cuneo also said that the state is 
de-escalating its maintenance of 
roads in the state forests, which is 
making access by firefighters into 
woodland fires more difficult. 

There are fire ponds, water stor-

age for fighting fires, but Heard said 
that she does not remember them 
being maintained during her time as 
a citizen of Wendell. 

While road maintenance may be 
falling onto the towns, state pay­
ments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) has 
also been falling. 

Sign Can Stay the Week 
Wendell has a bylaw that forbids 

signs from staying on the town com­
mon unless someone is staying with 
them. The agricultUI'e commission 
has a sign for the Saturday fam1ers' 
mai·ket that is heavy to move, and so 
it has stayed in place from week to 
week between SatUI'days' markets. 

Ag commissioners asked for it 
to be allowed to remain in place, 
not just because it is heavy but to 
remind people of the farmers' mai·­
ket as they pass by during the week. 
Boai·d members approved that re­
quest unanimously. 

Other Business 
Selectboard members accepted 

Orange Oil's bid, $2.25 a gallon for 
heating oil and $50 an hour for ser­
vice calls, the lowest of three bids 
the town received. 

The town office building is 
growing mold on its n01th wall, and 
needs washing. Paint is chipping off 
the building where water splashes 
up from the walk onto the siding. 
The b·ee between the building and 
the road is growing large enough to 
drop debris onto the roof, so the b·ee 
should be b-immed. 

Keller said that the state may be 
abandoning CAMA, the tax and as­
sessment program that Wendell had 
to adopt recently, and which tax col­
lector Penny Delorey had to learn. 

Heai·d said that to her untrained 
eye, the town hall floor does not look 
bad, in spite of complaints about 
how the job was done. Keller said if 
she looked closer she would see that 
the floor was sanded across the grain 
and is rough as a result. He thought 
that if the contractor is alerted to the 
problem, he should give the town a 
lower price the next time the floor 
needs refinishing. Given the town 
hall's heavy use, that refinishing is 
only a few years away. 

Town coordinator Nancy Al­
drich got a call from Dave Thomas, 
the town's contact at Seaboai·d So­
lar, which is contracting to build 8 
MW of solar panels with Wendell 
as host. Seaboard sold its first fa­
cility in Tewksbmy, but Wendell is 
still host and got a credit of$33,000 
from National Grid. 

Pooser said that his fi-iends with 
solai· panels get similar notices and 
when they call National Grid, they 
receive checks. 

Aldrich thanked board mem­
bers, both for not installing a sur­
veillance camera in the office, and 
for being so nice. 

Selectboai·d members Michael 
Nelson and Richai·d Kuklewicz 
had also made sound checks out­
side the Tavern. They both seemed 
to feel that decibel levels generally 
confo1med to the town ordinance, 
although Nelson had measured oc­
casional levels above 90 dB. 

Thom and Hube1t proposed 
that Hubie's book outdoor bands 
a maximum of eight times in a 
given month, and that patio music 
should end at 10 p m. 

Nelson moved that the boai·d 
adopt the decibel regulations ap­
proved at the previous meeting, 
and the policies suggested by Hu­
bert and Thom until the end of 
the smnmer. The board approved 
Nelson's motion. 

Kuklewicz noted that he had 
driven past the Tavern one night 
both before and after the 10 p m. 
cutoff. During the latter ti·ip he 
could see "a significant number of 
open parking spaces, and before 
ten there were no parking spaces 
along that ai·ea, so you ai·e bring­
ing a group of people in, which is 
great to see in downtown." He also 
suggested revisiting the town's 
sound ordinance, which was de­
signed for indoor bands. 

Downtown Events 
In other sound-related news, 

the boai·d approved a request by 
Thomas and Jessica Byrnes to al­
low "busking" during the Upper 
Valley Music Festival, between 
12 p.m. and and 12 am. on Satur­
day, July 25. Thomas Byrnes ex­
plained that busking is "musicians 
performing on the sb·eet," which 
in this case would be Third Street 
and Avenue A. He stated that the 
music would be "non-ainplified", 
and was designed "just to add a 
little atmosphere" to the events of 
the day. 

The board approved the busk­
ing request. The music festival 
returns to Turners after a one-year 
hiatus due to a scheduling snafu at 
the Shea Theater last smnmer. 

Suzanne LoManto of the Turn­
ers Falls RiverCulture came before 
the board with two requests. One 
was to provide town insurance for 
a Mr. Couture who owns the pai·k­
ing lot on First and L street for the 
day of the Pocumtuck Homelands 
Festival on Saturday, August 1. 
The lot will be used for events at 
the festival. 

Her other request was to guai·­
antee or rese1-ve two parking spac­
es for Basically Bicycles on Third 
Sti·eet during the day of the festi­
val. Both requests were approved. 

Downstream Effects 
Bob Trombley, Superintendent 

of the Water Pollution Control Fa-

Car Barn Endgame 
Under the catego1y of the 

"Town Administrator's Report," 
the board discussed the possibility 
of the town selling its share of the 
car bai·n currently owned by the 
Greenfield-Montague Transit Au­
thority (GMTA), to Greenfield. 

The facility, according to Town 
administrator Frank Abbondanzio, 
is cmTently owned by the GMTA, 
whose routes were absorbed by 
the Franklin Regional Transit Au­
thority in 2007. 

Montague cmTently owns 30% 
of the value of the building, which 
has been appraised at $575,700. 
However, the GMTA currently has 
a significant outstanding debt, so 
Abbondanzio estimated the net 
benefit for Montague may be only 
$105,210. 

He argued that the sale present­
ed an opportunity to augment the 
town stabilization fund, as well as 
end town responsibility for an old 
building, of which the town has 
many. 

The board indicated it was in­
terested in pursing the sale. 

Other Business 
The board reappointed Peter 

Golrick to the airport c01nmission. 
His name was mistakenly omit­
ted from the list of appointees ap­
proved by the board at the previ­
ous meeting. 

It also approved a change of 
manager request on the liquor li­
cense at the Thomas Memorial golf 
club. 

The board approved a request 
by Bmce Hunter of the regional 
housing authority, which admin­
isters the expenditUI'e of federal 
Commm1ity Development Block 
Grant funds, to disburse $6,400 
to Mountain View Landscape and 
Lawncare, the film executing the 
Avenue A Sb·eetscape project. The 
funds will finance a pe1fo1mance 
bond. 

Abbondanzio also requested 
that the board endorse the ti·ansfer 
of $3,000 from the town rese1-ve 
fund to the Colle office building 
fund for awning repair. The trans­
fer will need to be approved by 
the town finance committee and, 
according to Abbondanzio, can be 
reimbursed from Colle receipts by 
a fall town meeting. 

During the meeting's initial 
public comment period, Betty Te­
gel announced that July 26 was the 
anniversary of the Americans With 
Disabilities Act. She stated that this 
would be the ideal time to update 
the town's plan to improve handi-

capped access, last revised 1•■..,. 
in 2004. ~ 
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STUDIES from page A 1 

county's top 24). And the most dan­
gerous one with a traffic signal is 
Gill's Main Road at Route 2. 

Over the next qua1ter centmy, 
the organization estimates nearly 
$800 million will be available to 
the county in highway funding, and 
nearly $35 million for public transit 
projects. 

Last Thursday, FRCOG trans­
po1tation program manger Mau­
reen Mullaney and planner Megan 
Rhodes ran through the rep01t with 
a small public audience. 

"The focus on the last 15 years has 
been alternative transp01tation," said 
Rhodes, pointing out that the major­
ity of the report's "Top 25" recom­
mendations benefit non-automobile 
transit. These include "Constmct a 
bikeway to connect the downtowns 
of Orange and Athol" and "Cre­
ate additional Park and Ride lots 
throughout the county." 

The list also includes "Rehabili­
tate the General Pierce Bridge in 
GreenfielcVMontague." That cnun­
bling stmctm·e, Rhodes says, "needs 
to be fixed, but the issue is funding .... 
the Avenue A bridge had to get done 
first." 

The rep01t also calls for a region­
al commuter rail system between 
Greenfield and Springfield. "There 
is definitely planning unde1way right 
now, as we speak," said Rhodes, 
''five or six trips a day," but details 
are still being hashed out, including, 
once again, funding. 

Topping the COG's list of priori­
ties for pedestrians and bicyclists is 
the hazardous Tm1iers Falls Road, 
which connects Greenfield with the 
White Bridge into Tmners Falls. 
Greenfield plamring board member 
George Toulomntzis said that the 
town is arranging for better signage 

GILL from page A 1 

One teacher expressed hope 
for someone "professional" and 
"predictable." Consistency and 
predictability was something some 
said they felt has been lacking. 

Another issue raised during the 
meeting was the school's loss of 
teaching staff over the last several 
years. Sullivan said there will be 
four new teachers in the school 
next year. There will also be a new 
administrative assistant, working 
with the new principal. This elic­
ited some concern, but Sullivan 
assured the community that Bailer 
has been training the new adminis­
trative assistant, and has promised 
to make herself available to the in­
coming principal. 

Parents said they wished new­
ly-hired teachers would come into 
the school with the intent to stay, 
as others have in the past. They 
said some teachers remained in 
the school for 20 to 30 years. Even 
if that is unrealistic for today's 
world, they hoped teachers would 
come to stay, so students can feel 
connected and the staff, students 
and parents can build the kind of 
community that suppo1ts student 
learning and promotes a feeling of 
belonging. 

Sullivan asked teachers what 
they need to make them want to 
stay. Answers given included a 
positive, respectful atmosphere, 
with praise and positive feedback 
to balance the criticism meant to 
help them improve, and with re­
spect and oust. 

When Sullivan asked parents 
what good things they would like 
to see continued, one parent said 
they appreciated the school's na-

urging drivers to share the road. 
"It's the most direct way for peo­

ple who have no vehicles to com­
mute. In Greenfield and Tm1iers 
Falls there are what we call environ­
mental justice areas, in which there 
are lrigh populations of pove1ty, and 
people with no vehicles. They need a 
transportation option," said Rhodes. 
"Buses can't make that tmn." 

Attendee Louise Amyot, who 
identified herself as an environ­
mentalist, asked the planners about 
freight trains canying hazardous 
materials, such as oil and chemicals. 
Rhodes responded that the last pub­
licly available studies are outdated, 
and that "they don't have to tell us," 
but that regional emergency pre­
paredness staff have been mnning 
through simulations of various types 
of train spills. 

"Can you imagine if there was an 
explosion right wider Main Su·eet?" 
Amyot asked, and the room fell 
briefly silent. 

The comment period for the draft 
ends on July 24. 

The RTA's CSA 
Last year, Massachusetts legis­

lators, wondering how to more ef­
fectively fund public transp01tation 
throughout the state, mandated that 
eve1y Regional Transit Authority 
conduct a Comprehensive Service 
Analysis (CSA) to look at riders' 
long-term needs. The RTAs banded 
together to hire consultants to con­
duct these studies. 

According to Mullaney, the FR­
COG helped with the public out­
reach parts of the Franklin Comity 
study, and "overall ... supp01ts it ve1y 
much... It really does look at, in a 
systematic way, what the needs are 
- in tenns of increasing the frequen­
cy, extending the evening hom-s, and 

ture-based learning programs. 
Sullivan said he has learned 

as superintendent that adaptive 
leadership is more imp01tant than 
technical skills, and that strong re­
lationships are most impo1tant. 

Asked what they thought, ide­
ally, they would like to hear clril­
dren say when they go home from 
school, attendees answered in a 
variety of ways. One said, "Eve1y­
body likes me," and another said 
"Teacher helped me work it out." 
Others said they'd like to see their 
kids get their hands dirty at school, 
and that their children come home 
excited about learning something 
new. 

"I love it there," was another 
hopeful answer, to wlrich someone 
added that things are going well 
when the bell rings and the kids 
don't want to leave. And another 
parent added, "When they're mad 
when it's a snow day." 

One parent recommended the 
school adopt an all-school recess, 
where students of all ages can in­
teract, so older and younger stu­
dents get to know each other and 
the school really does become a 
community. 

Sullivan said he will be assem­
bling a search committee over the 
next few weeks. He assured those 
gathered that it was possible to find 
a good candidate for principal in 
August, and complete the process 
in time for the beginning of the 
school year. 

Asked if they would show up 
in August to meet candidates on a 
site visit, the Gill Elementa1y com-

munity assured lrim they 1•■.., 
would. !I 
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adding weekend service." 
The consultant, AECOM, has 

published its draft recommenda­
tions, and the comment period ends 
on August 4, so final revisions can be 
submitted to the legislature Septem­
ber 28. 

"If we could just 

project ou1· chal'actel' a 

little mol'e strongly, it 

may change some minds 

in the legislature." 

Jonathan von Ranson, 

Wendell's FRTA l'ep 

The study's major recommenda­
tion is to modify existing fixed bus 
routes fii-st, and then add Satm·day 
and Sunday service in two futm·e 
phases. 

There is, of com-se, a hitch. "We 
don't have enough funding to imple­
ment Phase I recommendations," 
said FRTA adininisu·ator Tina Cote 
at a public hearing on Tuesday. "We 
need to make sure that the legislatm·e 
hears us loud and clear, in tenns of 
what it is that we need." 

The projected cost for the full 
se1vice expansion the study recom­
mends is nearly three times the cur­
rent cost of the county's fixed bus 
routes. 

''That just goes to show you how 
little service we have now," FRTA 
assistant adininistrator Michael Per­
rault pointed out. "It's a big pill to 
swallow, talking about actual fund­
ing." 

AECOM transpo1tation planner 
K1ystal Oldi·ead said that the various 

RTAs plan on "going to the legisla­
ture with a mrified voice .... there's 
huge disparities across the state, and 
it's not okay; and environmental jus­
tice issues that you have as well. And 
here's what it would take to bring ev­
e1ybody up to an equal level." 

Cote added that Dukes, Nantuck­
et and Franklin comities are funded 
from a different pot than counties 
with urban portions. 

Wendell's FRTA representative, 
Jonathan von Ranson, suggested that 
the state should view Franklin Coun­
ty as "one of the gems of Massachu­
setts" due to its "rural character, and 
strong local communities that are 
fairly stable ... We're an asset to the 
state that they should u·eat as such." 

He suggested a model that incor­
porated "little feeder routes" from 
outlying towns into the comity's 
core. "It might take more subsidy per 
rider than in one of the more popu­
lated counties," he said, but it could 
have an inherent value to the state. 

"If we could just project our 
character a little more su·ongly, it 
might change some minds in the 
legislature." 

Strategic Debate 
Montague's alternate representa­

tive, Jeff Singleton, took issue with 
the draft study. Singleton said he was 
"shuck by the naITow base of the 
u·ansit system" when he moved to 
the county - "primarily low-income 
people who don't have cars," such as 
lrimself, but should be paying more 
attention to people with cars who 
want to reduce their environmental 
impact. 

Montague had recommended a 
plan, intended to be revenue-neuu·al, 
to increase riderslrip between Mon­
tague and Amherst by consolidating 
Routes 22 and 32. 
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"The main policy proposals from 
the second-largest town," he said, 
"somehow didn't get in tlris repo1t .... 
What we proposed did not depend 
on a huge influx of state money." 

The rep01t recommends expand­
ing Route 32 to an hourly route, at 
a great increase in expense. Single­
ton said tlris seemed like "a political 
su-ategy here of asking for tirings that 
are way over the top." 

"The only way to atu·act choice 
riders, wlrich are people who could 
get in their car and drive," argued 
Oldi·ead, "are to make the service 
more attractive and have higher fre­
quencies.... As your ride1-slrip goes 
up, you get more money." 

"People wanted se1vice eve1y 
hour, on tlie how-,'' added Cote. 

"It's not fiscally realistic," said 
Singleton. 

"Shoot for the moon, 

and if we get halfway 

done, we're still 

making pl'ogress." 

Tina Cote, 

FRTA administratol' 

"Realistically, tlris funding prob­
ably isn't going to take place for at 
least two or tluee yeal'S," Cote re­
sponded, saying that in the sho1t 
te1m, the RTA had a limited amount 
of money to make incremental 
changes. "I'd rather go in asking for 
too much than asking for too little." 

"We're doing our best to project 
to the legislatm·e what we'd like to 
see," Cote said, "what our best-case 
scenario is. Shoot for tlie moon, and if 
we get halfway done, we're ll!.I 
still making progress." d 

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

Police Chief Contract Under Negotiation 
By TIA FATTARUSO 

Gill's selectboard met in execu­
tive session last Monday with police 
clrief David Hastings to renegotiate 
Hastings' contract. Before entering 
executive session, Hastings updated 
the board on the condition of a bro­
ken down cmiser. 

"It went down the last week of 
the last fiscal year," Hastings said of 
the deparu-nent's 2005 cmiser, car-
1ying 112,000 nriles. 

The vehicle has no reverse, ac­
cording to Hastings, who said that 
meant it also has no overdrive and 
a shot transmission. A 2009 trans­
mission rebuild in the same vehicle 
cost $2,400. 

Another commmrity may be get­
ting rid of an '05 cmiser, creating 
the possibility of Gill's acquiring it. 

"I don't want to see us spending 
too much money hying to band-aid 
through when we could be putting it 
to better use," Hastings said. 

The department's 2008 cmiser, 
with 96,000 miles, has also broken 
down twice since recently being put 
into part-time use. 

The board is taking a "wait and 
see" approach for now. 

Returning to open session, town 
adminisu·ator Ray Purington told 
the board that the town's new LED 
streetlights were ordered July 9. 
Tupper Brown from the energy 
commission is working with the 
Eversource representative to get a 
new utility incentive amomit, after 
which the purchase and sale, Ii-

cense, and agreement with the town 
of Amherst for installation can be 
finalized. 

The air-source heat pump project 
proposal for the Riverside build­
ing was submitted Friday to the 
Depa1tment of Energy Resources, 
winch, Purington noted, tends to 
respond quickly. 

There was to be a project meeting 
with tlie architect and roofer for tlie 
Safety Complex the next morning. 

The elementa1y school well UV 
water treatment agreement with 
engineers went to the USDA for 
review July 6. Purington said that 
the changes made to the agreement 
were not significant, and that he 
would check in the following day 
with the USDA. 

With no update in sight on 
the Mariamante solar project, 
selectboard member Greg 
Snedeker said he would look into 
the possibility of using the second 
round of Green Community grant 
money in that vein. 

A highway buck with a "bright 
yellow cab and a black body," ac­
cording to Purington, was delivered 
July 6. The pape1work for the title 
and registration are in. 

The board approved an exemp­
tion for Janet Masucci, who records 
the selectboard meetings and is also 
a member of the Cable and Energy 
Commissions, to be paid $25 per 
meeting, amending it to include 
town meetings. 

Purington received a Sub Recipi­
ent Title VI/Nondiscrimination As-

surance form from the Massachu­
setts Deparu-nent of Transpo1tation. 
As the state receives federal high­
way money, it is necessa1y for all 
subsequent recipients of funding to 
be in compliance with federal non­
discrimination policy, which Gill is, 
according to Purington. 

Gill-Montague Regional School 
Dish-ict superintendent Michael 
Sullivan requested the use of the 
town hall for a meeting on Monday, 
July 20, to get input from the com­
mmiity on the qualities desired in 
a new elementa1y school principal 
(see sto1y, page Al). 

"I think it's wonderful he's get­
ting the input," said board chair 
Randy Crochier. 

'Tm sony to see Kathleen Bailer 
go," said Snedeker. 

Crochier reminisced that in days 
of old, a p11ncipal remained at a 
school for much longer than is com­
mon now, and said that he hopes to 
see that fo1mer ti·end of continuity 
return someday. 

Fire chief Gene Beaubien tmned 
in a list of his deparu-nent's annual 
expenses. The board accepted it 
with little issue, though selectboard 
member John Ward pointed out a 
$700 per vehicle annual service, 
leading lrim to wonder if problems 
that arose with the rescue velricle at 
the end of the fiscal year could have 
been identified earlier. 

Ward's concern reinforced the 
board's recent conversations about 
keeping better ti·ack of town vehicle 
maintenance. 
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HARVEST from page A 1 

Janing or canning food and putting it back, either for use 
by the restaurant or for retail sale, will be one of the first 
steps, and down the road, Menegoni says, he hopes to see 
smoking and curing, cheesemaking, and other activities in 
the building, "essentially cutting out all the middlemen." 

For now, he and his team have been scrambling to pre­
pare the room for its public debut, if one doesn't count the 
loose jam session Ha1vest hosted during RiverCulture's 
Third Thursday event in June. 

Countly singer Holly May will start things off at 12:50 
in the afternoon, followed by roots singer/songwriter Kate­
lyn Richards at I :50. 

Brook Batteau will perfo1m a set at 2:50 p.m., followed 
by Making Eyes at 3:50. After that, the venue will take a 
four-hour break during dinner in the adjoining restaurant. 

The show sta1ts back up, and gets louder, at 8:50 p.m. 
with reggae/R&B band Community Smokes, followed by 
the nine-piece Mary Jane Jones. 

The Ha1vest stage will be just one of five venues running 
simultaneously on Saturday. The main stage is at the town's 
historic Shea Theater, and the other sites are the Great Hall 
at the Discovery Center and Hubie's Tavern on Avenue A, 
and the Rendezvous, around the comer on Third Street. 

Admission to the full 30-plus-band festival is $15, with 
children under 12 free. The all-volunteer event is a benefit 
for the American Cancer Society. 

For more info1mation, including the full lineup and 
schedule, visit www.uppervalleymusicfest.com. 

The business would be the first of its kind since the 
Montague Food Coop left town in 1987, and the first food 
market since La Bodega/Latino Connection closed its doors 
on the comer of Fourth and L Streets, a space now occupied 
by 2nd Street Baking. 

For Menegoni, the festival has given him a good dead­
line to make headway on the project, which he is now call­
ing the Ha1vest Market Food Exchange. 

"It was just like that for the restaurant," he said. "You 
just have this thing that makes you do it - you have to get 

to this point or else! ,~-
"Put the hustle on, and get it done." D 
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By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - This 
summer seems to be streaming by; 
sure it is only a third over ifwe go by 
the calendar. But we know that the 
growing season extends from May 
through August and by that measure, 
we are halfway there. 

Mid-July, and the peas have been 
eaten, the asparagus is in full fem and 
we have picked the first of the toma­
toes. The beans and potatoes are in 
flower. The bed of greens has bolted. 
The garlic has been harvested. 

The dry season of May was fol­
lowed by the rainy weather of June. 
Plants blossomed and the weed 
crop did too. The requisite annu­
als - pansy, petunias - are winding 
down, not from too much water or 
lack of sun but from sheer exhaus­
tion. Forced early, to feed the flower­
hungry at the end of winter, they've 
done all they can. 

We bought some too, tired of the 
lingering cold and the mud, but gen­
erally we prefer the perennials which 
step through the season, each in their 
tum: the sp1ing bulbs, the peonies 
and roses, the daylilies, the butterfly 
bush and the false indigo. 

Although I've weeded out most 
of the bee bahn from the perennial 
bed, I gave it back to the wild at the 
edge of the yard. 

Like any other mint, it has taken 
hold and is a bold splash of red in the 
othe1wise monotone green of weeds 
and brush. Now that the honeysuckle 
has moved on, the bee bahn delights 

By RICHARD and 
DIANE LYN ANDERSEN 

WILLIAMSTOWN 
One of the advantages of go­
ing to almost any van Gogh 
collection is that there is al­
ways a lot to look at. 

Although his cai·eer was 
sho1t - a mere ten years 
- Villcent van Gogh never 
sold a single work of a.it. His 
complete works remained 
intact for many years after 
his death. 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

the hummingbirds, who are so cun­
ningly adapted to feed from these 
tubular blossoms. 

The first of the local com is in 
at the farm stands. What a long an­
ticipated pleasure that is, akin to 
taking the first sweet, tart bite of a 
vine ripened tomato! 

Every garden season, we wait for 
the annual garden candy eating of 
the fresh peas, then the slicing of the 
first ripe tomato and the butte1y suc­
culence of a fresh ear of com. 

There is a special taste in the 
fruits of your own labors, but we 
are all so fo1tunate in this verdant, 
prolific valley. 

We can all enjoy the fresh fruits of 
our local soils right from the stem or 
plant instead of waiting for several 
day old crops to reach us from afar. 

This happy circumstance needs 
guarding. We are beset by the peren­
nial clouds of concerns: our changing 
climate, the purity of the water and 
now, the likelihood of an industrial 
pipeline few of us feel is necessary 
- we do not bust that this pipeline 
highway will serve us at all, except 
in ways we do not want to see. 

In the meantime we tend to those 
battles we lose daily in our own yard, 
although we fight with natural foes. 
The war with the invasive bitter­
sweet vine is unending. 

Whether we cut the vines or ti·eat 
them with a sickening cocktail of 
salt and vinegar, the vines return 
next year, sometimes it seems two 
fold, but we will not use a chemical 
poison, as we imagine we consume 

see GARDENER'S page B3 

PASSIONATE ABOUT PLAIV
1 

By LAURA ROD LEY 

TURNERS FALLS - Four fa­
thers rode in a single wing, single 
propeller Piper Wan-ior last Sunday 
afternoon. One was the pilot, Phil­
ip Corrinet, resident of Greenfield. 
The other fathers were Plainfield's 
Olan Thompson; his father-in law, 
James J. Rodley III, of Buckland; 
and Gill's ve1y own beloved Jo­
seph A. Parzych. 

The 1-ide was a Father's Day sur­
p11se for the ti-io, and July 12 was the 
first day that worked for eve1yone. It 
even worked for the clouds, since the 
weather was perfect. 

There may have been a fifth un­
seen father riding. It is easy to imag­
ine Rodley's father, James J. Rodley 
II, sitting on the tail of the plane, or 
moving inside through its metal, alive 
and riding in spirit, as the first anni­
versaiy of his passing will be August 
14, two days after his son's biI1hday. 
Rodley's father, also called Joe, was 
ve1y interested in the same style of 
single wing, single engine plane as 
the one they flew in, as opposed to 
jet engine commercial afrplanes. 

"He was interested in warplanes," 
said Rodley III. "When they were 
first making plai1es, they were bi­
plai1es, or ti·iplanes. They would have 
a second wing, like what Snoopy 
flew, making believe he was a fighter 
pilot." Indeed, a Snoopy decorated a 
pai·ked single wing plane at the Tw11-
ers Falls Aiipo1t. 

"When the Wright brothers made 
their plane, it was a biplane with a 
wing on top. Later, they made en­
gines sti·ong enough that they only 
needed one wing, didx1 't need the 
second wing to get them up. At a 
point during World War I, ai1d in the 
l 900-l 920s, they usually had more 
thai1 one wing, gradually changing 
over to making one wing." 

The Piper Warrior single engine, single propeller, 
single wingplane leaves the ground. 

His father's passion for plai1es led is one of 15 members of the Frank­
to his making 50 to 60 model planes lin County Flying Club (FCFC) 
as an adult. "When he first staited, he who share the four-seater circa 
made them out of clay, then gradu- 1976 plane, great for double flying. 
ated up to Balsa wood, with authentic "Flying is an expensive hobby; the 
decals, and caived and painted little FCFC is the way to go to make it 
pilots all hll'llSelf. He made the planes affordable," said Corrinet. 
as lifelike as possible, painted on diit FCFC membership offers "Good 
to show they were worn, didn't wai1t maintenance, having a resomce ai1d 
them to look like new, that they were plane to fly, and montltly meetings; 
in use. I don't believe he was iI1 one it's a good setup for someone to fly 
of the planes while he was in tl1e ser- who isn't rich." Scenic flights are 
vice in the Navy on a Coast Guai·d called "going out for a $100 hain­
icebreaker," dw-ing WWII. bmger." "Some pilots fly to Twners 

He later visited museums, like the just because of tl1e Creemee." 
Smithsonian, which have prese1ved Safety is paramow1t and tl1e 
au-craft, and attended air shows. plane's engine is replaced eve1y 

Rodley Il's love for single en- 2,000 homs, with regulai· mainte­
gine planes and wanting to have nai1ce, like maintaining a cai·. Most 
wings is shared by many. Corrinet see PLANES page B6 

THEATER REVIEW: 

''AIDAN'S GIFT" 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

GREENFIELD - What 
is sin? Most of the time 
we think of the major sins 
- stealing, killing, adultery. 
What about those we might 
consider lesser sins, or not 
even sins at all? What of the 
sins of pride, or envy? 

Abbey, and a young novice 
seeking guidance. 

The play begins with a 
conversation between the 
Abbot, played by Daniel 
Popowich, and Father Aidan, 
played by Steve Henderson, a 
monk who was once the Nov­
ice Master until a crisis of 
faith caused him to reject his 
role as teacher and guide. For 
ten years he has languished in 
the Abbey, doing as little as 
possible, rarely attending ser­
vices, no longer contributing 
to the commmrity. 

singing voice, and the Abbot 
makes cleai· tlris is iinp01tant 
to tl1e Abbey. 

Father Aidan rails against 
this. He wants no part of it. 
He is unfit, in Iris own opin­
ion, because he has been 
lost "in the desert" for ten 
years. He feels he has noth­
ing to offer this young nov­
ice. The Abbot insists, and 
young Brother Mark shows 
up looking for guidance. 

Vincent van Gogl1 (1853-
1890) had failed as a stock 
boy, a lay preacher, a student, 
and a missionary working 
among coal miners in Bel­
gium before he reluctantly 
turned to painting at the sug­
gestion of his younger broth­
er, Theo - the only person in 
their family to believe unti­
dy, undernourished, undisci­
plined, and underperfo1ming 
Vincent would ever amount 
to anything. 

'The Sower," painted in June of 1888. 

In the Silve1thome The­
ater Company's premier pro­
duction of Aidan s Gifl in the 
Sloan Theater at Greenfield 
Community College last 
week, playwright Elizabeth 
Orndorff offers the audience 
an opp01twrity to consider 
tl1ese feelings. What of tl1e 
guilt some may feel over their 
own pride at having such a 
special gift? 

In the opening scene, tl1e 
Abbot challenges Father 
Aida.ii to face Iris demons. He 
assigns lrim a novice, Brother 
John Maik, to be his personal 
guide. Brother Mai·k has a 
special gift, a beautiful clear 

The Abbot has put these 
two together in the hope they 
will help each other, but it is 
not easy for either one. The 
dynamic among these three 
chai·acters is what makes this 
drama so compelling. This 
is a sto1y, fundamentally, of 
human need and personal 

Van Gogh's life as an art­
ist is often divided into three 
periods, each of which is 
represented in the exhibit 
running this summer at the 
Clark Museum in William­
stown. The first period be­
gins in 1880. 

Vincent is 27 yeai·s old. 
He's teaching hll'DSelf from 
books how to draw and 
paint, and it's obvious he has 
a long way to go. In spite of 
his clumsy brushwork and 

struggle with propo1tion, his and wants his brother to see 
works display a significant what a group known as the 
emotional power. Impressionists ai·e up to. To 

Some would say his lack say the works of Monet & 
of formal training and his in- Co. are an eye-opener is an 
ability to correctly place ob- understatement. 
jects on tables or people on For the first time in his 
chairs increases the intense, life, Vincent looks at the 
almost mystical feelings possibilities inherent in vi­
of respect, admiration, and brant colors. In most of his 
love he has for his impov- previous landscapes, you'd 
erished and weather-beaten think a storm was constantly 
but noble, almost dignified, approaching all of Northern 
subjects. Europe. The interiors are 

Even his material objects even darker. 
exemplify the senses of de- Never again. The paint­
cency, integrity, and com- ings van Gogh produces 
mitment to work and fam- during his two years in Paris 
ily that Vincent sees in the blaze with color. When you 
people who ate from these enter the part of the Clark 
bowls and stepped into these exhibit devoted to this sec­
shoes. ond pe11od of Vincent's ca.-

Enter Theo again. The reer, the room seems sud­
year is 1885. He's work- denly b11gl1ter, even though 
ing in an a.it galle1y in Paris see GOGH page B8 

And what of tl1e envy of 
others who lack such talent? 
Is there not a mixtme of jeal­
ously and adxniration of some-
one who has tl1e smaits or tal-
ent we aspire to but ai·e sme 
we will never aclrieve? 

And confronted witl1 that 
envy, do not gifted people of­
ten feel selfish or emban·assed 
by the praise they receive, 12 
even wlrile still feeling pride i 
in tl1eir achievements? ~ 

Orndorff presents this di- :c 

lemma for om consideration ~ 
tl1rough the interaction of m 

cloistered monks living in a 
closed community where faith 
is the center of tl1eir lives. 
Specifically, two monks, one 
older, with many years at the 

see THEATER page B5 

Cast members of "Aidan's Gi.ft''fallowing their performance 
on Wednesdqy, Ju!J 14, at the Sloan Theater at Greenfield 

Community Theater. Le.ft to right, Daniel Popowich, who PUDJed 
the Abbott, Julian Findlqy, who played Brother John Mark, 

and Steve Henderson, who played Father Aidan. 
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Pet of the Week 
Hello there! I'm Honey Bee and 

I am just the prettiest girl around. 
I'm two. I was found as a stray 

during a thunderstorm, scared, 

soaking wet and all alone. I prefer 
to live without other cats. Mellow 
dogs may be ok. 

I am a skilled hunter and can 
keep your home safe 
from small intrnders. I 
also like to snuggle and 
give head butts. 

If your looking for 
a Queen Bee ... then I'm 
just the "bee" for you! 

Contact the Da­
kin Pioneer Val­
ley Humane Society 
at ( 413) 548-9898 or at 
info@dpvhs.org. 
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~~by OVERTURE 

"HONEY BEE" 
Overture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out opertura.org. 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are se1ved 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reseivations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs. 

Voluntary donations are accepted. 
Council on Aging Director is Ro­
berta Potter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff 
Suprenant. 

For more information, to make 
meal reseivations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. 

Messages can be left on our ma­
chine when the Center is closed. 
Monday7/27 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 7/28 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Everyday 
Poison 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. What do the warnings on the 
bottles under my kitchen sink mean? 
I find them confusing. 

Many of the household products 
we use contain poisons. These include 
pesticides, oven cleaners, detergents, 
polish, paint and drain uncloggers. 

Senior Center Activities: July 27 to August 7 
Noon Lunch 
Wednesday 7 /29 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 7/30 
9 am. Veteran's Outreach, 
9 am. Tai Chi 
Noon Lunch 
1 p m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 7/31 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch at Poet's seat 
August3-7 
Contact the center for schedules 

ERVING 
Eiving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Eiving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 am. to 
2:30 pm. for activities and congre­
gate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 am., with res­
e1vations required 24 hours in ad-

Manufacturers use a low-medium­
high system on labels to ale1t you to 
hazards. The following are brief de­
scriptions: 

If the label on a container says "cau­
tion," that means the contents could 
hmt you. For example, the product's 
fumes might make you sick. 

If there is a "warning" on a la­
bel, that means you could be injured 
seriously if you don't handle the 
product properly. A "warning" on a 
label can mean that the contents are 
flammable. 

"Dange1~' indicates that you 
should handle the product with ex­
treme care, because it can be lethal. 
A possible explosion is among the 
hazards that require a danger label. 

If you have an emergency with 
a household product, here are some 
steps you can take. The order of the 
steps depends upon the severity of the 
problem. You can call 911, call yom 
poison control center at (800) 222-
1222, read the label for instmctions 
and an emergency phone nmnber. 

The following are some general 
first-aid instiuctions. 

vance. Call the Mealsite Manager at 
423-3308 for meal infonnation and 
reseivations. 

For infonnation, call Paula Bet­
ters, interim Senior Center Director, 
at (413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. 

Call to confinn activities, sched­
ule a ride, or find out about the next 
blood pressure clinic. 
Monday7/27 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10 a m. Osteo Exercise 
11 :30 a m. Congregate Lunch 
Tuesday 7 /28 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a m. Stretching & Balance 
11 :30 Sandwich Tuesday (sign up) 
12:30 pm. Friends Business Mtg. 
Wednesday 7 /29 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 am. Chair Yoga 
11 :30 a m. Congregate Lunch 
12:15 pm. Bingo & Snacks 
Thursday 7/30 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 

• If you get a poison onto your 
skin or in your eyes, rinse the af­
fected area in the shower for at 
least 15 minutes. 
• If you inhale toxic fumes, get to 
fresh air immediately. 
• If poison is swallowed, do not 
use an emetic medicine such as 
syiup of ipecac to induce vom­
iting. Doctors no longer recom­
mend using these medicines be­
cause there is no evidence they 
prevent poisons from entering 
the bloodsti·eam. 

And now for some tips to prevent 
exposme to dangerous substances: 
• Don't keep flammable products 
inside your home. 
• Check household products reg­
ularly for loose caps. 
• Keep products in their original 
containers; this prevents confu­
sion and keeps the labels around 
for reference. 
• Don't store toxic household 
products near food or medicine. 
• Never throw these products in the 
ti·ash cans where children can get to 

10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
12:30 p.m. Jewelry Class 
6:30 p.m. Garden Club Meeting 
Ftiday 7/31 
9:30 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Pizza, Movie & Snacks 

Monday8/3 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
Tuesday 8/4 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
11:30 Sandwich Tuesday (sign up) 
12:30 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday 8/5 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
9:30 am. Blood Pressure 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo & Snacks 
1-3 pm. Veteran's ... 
Thursday 8/6 
8:15 am. Foot Clinic 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 

them. Call yom local government 
to find out where you can dispose 
of these products properly. 
The following is some infonna­
tion about the dangers in com­
mon household products. 
• Paint can initate the eyes and 
skin. Paint fumes can give you 
headaches, nausea and dizziness. 
• Clothes detergents, if ingest­
ed, can cause nausea, vomiting, 
shock, convulsions, and coma. 
• Ammonia fumes can initate 
eyes and lungs. Never mix am­
monia with chlorine bleach be­
cause the combination produces 
a potentially lethal gas. 
• Oven cleaners that contain lye 
can burn you and are potentially 
fatal if swallowed. Spray clean­
ers pose a threat to your lungs. 
• Toilet bowel cleaners rely on 
acids that can bum. 
• Mold removers can cause 
breathing problems. 
• Drain cleaners contain lye and 
sulfuric acid that can blind you if 
they splash in your eyes. 
• Carpet cleaners that contain 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 
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UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

f lll\ifl Of ~-... \ 
Easy in-lO\\n location ,~r:1.st . 
Secure 14-hour access ,a,tts -" 

11 :30 a.m. Congregate Lunch 
12:30 pm. Jewehy Class 
Friday 8/7 
9 a m. Quilting 
9:15 Bowling 
Noon Poet's Seat Picnic 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the Lev­

erett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5, 
or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility and Balance Chair Yoga 
- Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $6 (first class free). Se­
nior Lunch - Fridays at noon. Call 
(413) 367-2694 by Wednesday for a 
rese1vation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 Lockes 
Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle, 
(978) 544-6760, for hours and up­
coming programs. Call the Center 
for a ride. 

perchloroethylene cause dizzi­
ness, sleepiness, nausea, loss of 
appetite and disorientation. Car­
pet cleaners that use naphthalene 
can damage your liver. 
• Furniture polish is an initant 
that, if ingested, can cause nau­
sea and vomiting. 
• Air fresheners contain chemi­
cals that can irritate skin and 
eyes, cause fatal lung problems 
and brain damage. They can be 
highly flammable, too. 
• Mothballs can cause headaches, 
dizziness, initation, cataract for­
mation and liver damage. 
• Weed killers can iITitate the 
eyes and skin, and cause vomit­
ing and dianhea. 
• Insect repellents can depress 
the central nervous system and 
cause forms of mental illness. 
• Rat killers contain warfarin, a 
blood-thinner. If you swallow 
a lot of it, it will create internal 
bleeding. 

Jfyou would like to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com. 

We Specialize In Impossible Deadlinesl 

-, 
I 
I 
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I 
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413-883-7323 ~ 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fll 
ConLr.ictors, f"lea Marketers, Trod~show Venows 

and Arlisls encouraged lo inquire 

322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
(413) 772-2700 

I 
GREENFIELD@COPYCATPRINTSHOP.COM I 

413-774 .. 3 500 I 
I 
I Please visit our website for 

printing tips and on line services: 

copycatprlntshop.com •• 
VPTO THE MINUTE TE<HNOLOC.Y 

OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE 

Mon - Fri 7:30a-6p 
, _ Sat 7:30a-3p 

tliJflYB miibJrt~ft2T@W:l6 

~

:;)/' /. , ,, ~f l ; ~ ~ ~ 
. ~ "' ~ - -
·: ,. Used Tires 

~;.s~_:~ - $35 And Up! 

(413) 774-5541 autoemp@verizon.net 

E-mail: bikebob@crocker.com 
Web Page: http://www.bikes-uolimited.com 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Tumcri; l't1IIS, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 



JULY 23, 2015 

GARDENER from page B1 

these unbeknownst to our under­
standing. 

We have ceded the fight over 
the sweet com to the squil1'els, and 
rather than watch the saucy bug­
gers sit on a fence post or worse 
yet on the garden furniture to eat 
the first ripe ear, we take our trade 
to one of the many local fa1ms who 
can afford to share the crop. 

For the first year we have a boun­
tiful crop of apples on the McIntosh 
and can only hope the squil1'els will 
content themselves with the drops. 

Unfo1tunately, I also smmise that 
this hope will have the same reality 
bite as the hanging winter feeder, on 
which I love to watch the birds but 
which I also end up filling to feed 
the regular funy visitor. 

He or she is not fooled by an 
oiled pole, nor the sound of the mis­
aimed BB gun, and sh01t of trap­
ping or eating, there is no human 
recourse but to share. 

I am grateful for Ken's stmdy 
fence around the vegetable garden 
especially since we've found the 
unmistakable front or back door of 
a woodchuck's abode at the far edge 
of the yard. We've had good success 
moving them along before with a 
splash of castor oil in the enhyway, 
so we'll use that again as there are 
crops in the raised beds ( chard and 
bolting greens) that they haven't ea-

ten yet. We don't even want them 
to get a notion about it and good­
ness knows there are so many leafy 
greens in the wild they should find 
plenty of fodder. 

In the words of garden lore, an 
annual is a plant lasting for one sea­
son and a perellllial one that contin­
ues to grow each year. The edges on 
these meanings blur as soon as we 
take them out of the garden. 

Think of the "first annual" event 
of any kind which becomes a pe­
rennial, retmning eve1y year. Well, 
we are taking our allllual trip to the 
Oceanside again next month so I 
guess we go perennially. 

In any case, we look fo1ward as 
always to a break from the chores, 
to experiencing new adventures, all 
in the su!1'ound of the water which 
ebbs and rises without any concern 
for us. 

The ocean is indeed a perellllial 
power, pennanent and to be relied 
on regardless of human follies. 
There's a great comfort and solace 
in that. The sti·ong pull of the tides 
is forever whether we travel allllu­
ally or perennially. 

That's a great and powerful thing 
beyond us. It is restorative and chal­
lenging, a wonderful tonic for the 
hea1t and soul. Fit some ocean time 
into your life if you can, and as al­
ways, happy gardening! u 

The Brick House seeks a 

Parent & Family Services Coordinator 
15 lwurs per week, $15/hr, Prorated benefits 

The Brick House seeks a part-time Parent & Family Services 
Coordinator to assist in identifying needs of local parents and 

families, determining ways to increase access to existing services, 
and building relationships with organizations and individuals to 

strengthen the network of community-based services. 

Position Description: 
• Help to create and supervise parent progrn.ms, and recruit participants 

• Assist in organizing and supporting public events and progrnms 
• Assist in the continued development of the Gill-Montague Parent 

Council, a group of parents that meet regularly to assess the needs of 
youth and families in the area, and work toward addressing those needs 

• Represent the Brick House to families, the school system, other 
non-profits, and the conunwuty at large in order to develop 

parh1erships that support ow· goals and mission 
• Provide transportation to participants as needed/ possible 
• Report on activities to the Board of Directors, including as 
needed, gathering and analyzing of data on progrnm usage 

• Volunteer recruitn1ent, coordination, and supervision. 
• Attend bi-weekly staff meetings 

Required qualifications: 
• Experience facilitating groups 

• Professional proficiency in English/Spanish 
• Experience supporting parent and/ or fanuly progrnms 

• Willingness to perfom1 door-to-door outreach in the neighborhood 
• Ability to take initiative and work independently, manage time 

effectively, and maintain proper botmdaries with participants 
• Work with Brick House staff and board to ensure parent progrnms 

align with Brick House nussion, vision, and values 

Preferred qualifications: 
• Knowledge of services available to fanulies in Franklin County 

• Intermediate/ advanced computer skills 
• Experience in conunmuty orgaiuzing 

To apply, please send a cover letter and resume to 
The Brick House Conununity Resource Center 

P.O. Box 135, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
OR director@brickhousecammunity.org 

No phone calls, please. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Hot Air Balloons; Highly Intoxicated 
Subjects; Break-In at the Burger Bar; 
Tent City in the Patch; River Corpse 

Monday, -; / 6 

9:23 a.m. Report of female 
shoplifting two 30 packs 
of beer from Food City 
last night. Subject identi­
fied from surveillance vid­
eo. Summons issued. 
10:37 a.m. Caller reports 
that a male party walking 
near Scotty's is scream­
ing really loudly that he 
has pills and everyone can 
come get them. Respond­
ing officer advises that 
subject is OK, not having 
a good day. 
1:13 p.m. Officer requests 
second officer to Avenue 
A, where a male party is 
reportedly acting disor­
derly. 

arrested and charged with 
disorderly conduct and as­
sault and battery on a po­
lice officer. 
2:-M<p.m. Caller from Davis 
Street reports that a male 
party just approached her 
behind her residence and 
asked her "Do you want to 
buy these?" while holding 
2 prescription bottles. Re­
ferred to an officer. 
3:58 p.m. Caller reports 
that his sons were get­
ting off the bus at Gris­
wold and Dell Streets 
and were approached by 
a white male who asked 
the kids where they lived 
and followed them a short 
distance. Officer spoke to 
caller and kids; unable to 
locate male. 
1':03 p.m. Caller from 
Plains Road reports two 
11-12 year old males op­
erating four wheelers on 
her property in an unsafe 
manner. Referred to envi­
ronmental police. 
6:51 p.m. Party into sta­
tion to report that earlier 
today he was assaulted 
by the owner of Gary's 
Coins. Officer spoke to 
party and advised him of 
his options. 
Tuesday, -; /-; 
7:21' a.m. DPW reportedly 
causing a hazard mowing 
on Unity Street; no signs 
are posted, and traffic is 
going into the other lane. 
DPW notified. 
12: 12 p.m. Officer ap­
proached by a party who 
found a hypodermic nee­
dle on Avenue A; disposed 
of same. 
3:50 p.m. Salvation Army 
employee reports that a 
couple came into the store 
last night and gathered 
up about $700 worth of 
items; at checkout, male 
party could not find his 
wallet. Couple left items 
behind, returned later, 
and again gathered up 
$700 worth of items. This 
time, male party offered a 
credit card but could not 
produce ID. Couple left 
store stating they would 
be back once they received 
money via Western Union. 
Couple is currently sitting 
in tl1eir car in the parking 
lot. Responding officer 

reports that same story 
was given by all involved 
parties; male did lose 
wallet and is expecting 
money from his father in 
VT via Western Union in 
tl1e next 20 minutes. 
6:1'7 p.m. Caller reports 
seeing an injured Cana­
dian goose at the Gill 
boat ramp today. Envi­
ronmental police dispatch 
advised. 
6:55 p.m. Report of flood­
ing on Montague City 
Road. DPW contacted. 
Road left open, but barri­
cades placed to slow mo­
torists down. 
8:56 p.m. Officer off with 
vehicle parked near en­
trance to Plains. Male and 
female just walked back to 
vehicle. They were pick­
ing berries in the plains. 
9: 15 p.m. Report from 
Millers Falls Road that 
neighbors' dogs are con­
stantly crying/ scream­
ing/barking. Referred to 
animal control officer. 
Wednesday, -; I 8 

10:33 a.m. Caller reports 
noticing a couple of tents 
and a camper by the old 
Railroad Salvage last 
night; it appears people 
are living tl1ere. Respond­
ing officer checked on par­
ty, who is putting together 
a trailer at tl1is location. 
Party advises that it will 
be a few days before he 
can move. 
7: 1 O p.m. Caller reports 
intoxicated male outside 
a front porch on Fourth 
Street; party has a liquor 
bottle in his hand and was 
causing trouble with the 
caller's kids as tl1ey were 
riding their bikes in the 
area. Responding officers 
found situation not ex­
actly as described; subject 
had a water bottle in his 
hand only. 
Thursday,-; /9 

6:52 a.m. Report that two 
trailers stored on Elev­
enth Street were broken 
into and items stolen. Re­
port taken. 
8:33 a.m. Report that 
people are camping out 
behind Railroad Salvage. 
Officer has been checking 
in witl1 tl1e subject peri­
odically to make sure he 
is making progress on re­
moving his items. 
12:31' p.m. Caller observed 
a male riding his bike back 
and forth behind the Sal­
vation Army Thrift Store. 
When subject approaches 
tl1e rear of the store, he 
has numerous items and a 
shovel with him, but when 
he leaves, he has only the 
shovel. Caller suspects 
tlrnt the subject is taking 
items from his truck and 
burying them behind the 
plaza. Area checked; un­
able to locate. 
9:31' p.m. Caller advises 
tlrnt his neighbor saw 
somebody enter his apart­
ment; $50 and a set of 
rims are now missing. Re-

port taken. 
Friday, -:/Io 
1:1'0 p.m. 1{9 unit assisted 
Leverett PD with search 
for a missing boy. Child 
found to be at Hampshire 
Mall with grandmotl1er. 
3:1'1 p.m. 1{9 unit assisted 
Deerfield PD with locat­
ing a subject, who was 
taken into custody with­
out incident. 
1<: 10 p.m. Caller stated 
tlrnt there was a little Cor­
gi type dog with wheels 
for his back legs walking 
down Greenfield Road. 
Caller attempted to catch 
tl1e dog, but it ran away. 
Dog picked up by owner. 
6:35 p.m. 

fault warrant. 
7: 13 p.m. Caller reports 
tlrnt two white males with 
tl1eir dogs inside a van on 
Second Street were whis­
tling at people as they 
passed by; caller noticed 
tlrnt one of the men ap­
peared to be "passed out" 
and the other man was 
pulling him up attempting 
to move him. Now both 
parties are up and walking 
around tl1e van, seemingly 
impaired. Unable to locate; 
will be on lookout. 
11:37 p.m. Officer came 
upon an assault in prog­
ress on Avenue A. Several 
people on scene deny any­
tl1ing happening. Some 
minor scrapes and bruises 
noted. Parties separated 
for night. 
Saturday, -; / 11 

2:31' a.m. Report that a 
highly intoxicated op­
erator just left the Fifth 
Street area headed up the 
hill past F.L. Roberts in a 
green Chevy blazer. Un­
able to locate. 
3:1'5 a.m. Party requesting 
transport to Millers Falls 
Rod and Gun. Courtesy 
transport provided. 
7:16 p.m. Hot air balloon 
landed in a yard on Dell 
Street. 
7:21' p.m. Officer checking 
on a low-flying hot air bal­
loon approaching the high 
tension lines on Depot 
Street. 
7:33 p.m. Hot air balloon 
attempting to land in Wal­
nut Street area. Traffic 
hazard caused by vehicles 
stopping to look. 
7:39 p.m. Hot air balloon 
landed in a yard on Linda 
Lane. All appears to be 
fine. 
7:1'2 p.m. Hot air balloon 
landing in roadway on 
Bulkley Street. Shutting 
down the road. 
7:1'7 p.m. Officer keeping 
an eye on another hot air 
balloon that appears to be 
about to land near Vladish 
Avenue. 
8:38 p.m. Caller from 
Central Street requests 
to have it noted that her 
upstairs neighbor just left 
with anotl1er male in ave­
hicle that has an expired 

inspection sticker. 
Sunday, -; / 12 

6:1'8 a.m. Caller advises 
tlrnt her husband was 
walking at the end of Pop­
lar Street this morning 
and noticed tlrnt people 
have set up tents along a 
path tlrnt leads up toward 
a small beach. He is con­
cerned as he noticed a lot 
of toilet paper on the trail; 
it appears people are using 
tl1e area for a toilet. Offi­
cer spoke with subjects, 
who are packing up tl1eir 
items and moving along. 
11:52 p.m. 

probation warrant. 
Monday, -; II 3 

8:50 a.m. Report that 
Black Cow Burger Bar 
was broken into some­
time since they closed on 
Saturday night. Back door 
kicked in; food items miss­
ing from basement. ■ 

, and 

rested and charged with 
breaking and entering a 
building in the nighttime 
for felony; larceny from 
a building; and malicious 
destruction of property 
worth +$250. 
8:55 a.m. Caller reports 
storage unit broken into 
at lfostom Auto Body 
on Randall Road. Report 
tal,en. 
10:57 a.m. Caller found a 
hypodermic needle on the 
steps of the Carnegie Li­
brary this morning. It has 
since been placed into a 
plastic bottle. Officer re­
trieved item. 
11 :32 a.m. Fire chief in­

quiring about the party 
tlrnt has been at Railroad 
Salvage with a tent and a 
camper; chief spoke with 
tl1e property owner, who 
was not aware of anyone 
camping there and does 
not want this person on 
tl1e property. Area search 
negative; tent still there 
with belongings. Officer 
will check back. 
Tuesday, -:/14 

2:03 a.m. Caller from 
Avenue A complains of 
chemical smell and loud 
noises from apartment 
below. Loud noises have 
been an ongoing issue, 
per caller, but chemical 
smells are new within the 
last few days. Officers re­
sponded to apartment, 
where music was audible, 
and advised party to quiet 
for the night. No unusual 
smell detected. 
3:51 p.m. Caller advises 
tlrnt there is a needle on 
tl1e ground in the parking 
lot at Pesky Park. Services 
rendered. 
7:30 p.m. Caller advises 
tlrnt male party walked 
into his apartment and 
tried to take his laptop. 
Fistfight ensued. Party 
now will not leave caller's 

see MPD page B4 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun 10-8 

gc>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield R

0
d~ 

Montague, MA L,51 

; 
413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 

Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 
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MPD from page B3 
apartment. Responding of­
ficers contacted MedCare 
for male party with sore 
eye and sent roommate on 
his way. 

this morning and tried to 
come after him. Referred to 
Greenfield PD. 
8:02 a.m. Caller and friend 
report that a subject spoke 
with their children at the 
bus stop at Avenue C and 
Griswold Street tl1is morn­
ing, saying hi and asking 
them about which camp 
they were going to. When 
the subject saw the caller 
standing nearby, he tried to 
shake her hand and intro­
duced himself. Caller states 
that this is tl1e second time 
they have reported this sub­
ject talking to children at 
the bus stop. Officer spoke 
with male subject, advised 
him of the complaint, and 
advised him not to speak to 
the children anymore. Sub­
ject stated tl1at he was just 
saying hello but agreed not 
to do that anymore. 

3:57 p.m. Water Depart­
ment superintendent re­
ports receiving multiple 
complaints that people are 
swimming in Lake Pleas­
ant after hours and on tl1e 
weekends; requests extra 
patrols in area. 

,,. OYSTER GIRL~ s GUIDE ~ 
TO REAL L IYING 

Wednesday, '7 /15 
10:23 a.m. Report of a leak 
from the propane tank out­
side of Aubuchon Hard­
ware. Store evacuated; call­
er had already contacted 
Amerigas. TFFD and offi­
cer advised. 

5: 15 p.m. 911 caller advis­
ing that he and a friend are 
kayaking in the river and 
just came upon a body float­
ing near the embankment 
in the area of East Camp 
Road. Officers and TFFD 
advised. Body recovered. 
Friday, '7 / l '7 

By VANESSA QUERY 

I celebrated the 4th of July by helping to kill 
a chicken, thereby invoking my freedom to fur­
ther opt out of the Factory Farm Industrial Com­
plex and become more self-sufficient. Actually 
it wasn't intentional but just coincidental that it 
happened on the 4th - well the 3rd - of July. 

The plan had been in the works for a while. A 
neighbor had a chicken that decided, in chicken 
menopause, that it would sta1t crowing like a 
rooster. This was a problem because we live in a 
densely-populated residential neighborhood, and 
one complaint from a sleep-deprived neighbor 
could have cost her all her chickens. 

hunting and brought them to her by surprise, so 
she'd had to drop what she was doing to process 
them. I said, "Let me help." She - raised a farm 
girl - eyeballed me - a city slicker - and said, 
"Really?" "Yes." 

So years ago with the geese, as last week with 
the chicken, I de-feathered. 

If the water's good and hot, the feathers just 
slide right out. When you get down to the small­
er, tougher feathers, you need to pick and pull 
at them more. It's the sort of meticulous work 
that's highly rewarding; by the end, your hands 
are cramped but you've got something to show 
for it. 

3:10 p.m. Caller requests 
that an officer respond to 
escort a female party and 
her lawn mower off his 
property. Caller has fixed 
party's lawn mower mul­
tiple times; it keeps coming 
back with water in the fuel 
line. Female is "disgruntled" 
about situation, refusing to 
pay caller, and threatening 
to take him to court. Parties 
advised of options. 
5:1'5 p.m. Caller reports 
suspicious party on Four th 
Street; male walked up to 
caller's cousin, asked if 
he knew where he could 
"get any shit," and made a 
motion towards his nose. 
Cousin told him no and 
male walked away. Referred 
to an officer. 

10:01' a.m. Third-party call 
requesting assistance for a 
skunk in a pool on Sunset 
Drive. Animal control offi­
cer advised and responding. 
Skunk removed. 

12:15 p.m. Report of a male 
subject behind 15 Fifth 
Street yelling at people in 
the area and hitting various 
objects with a baseball bat. 
Subject later reported to 
have gone up tl1e ledge 
into the woods. Extensive 
search conducted; negative 
contact. No victim located, 
no one threatened during 
incident. 

She asked me ifl would help. I'd never killed 
livestock before, but it's something I've wanted , 
to participate in. Wanting to more be part of my 
food production, if I'm going to eat meat I want 

6:12 p.m. Multiple reports 
of what appears to be a 
house fire on School Street. 
Shelburne Control contact­
ed for MCFD. Fire chief 
and officer on scene; appears 
to be a furnace issue. 

arrested and charged with 
operating under the influ­
ence of liquor (third of­
fense), disorderly conduct, 
and operating to endanger. 
9:35 p.m. Caller from Rail­
road Salvage reports that 
a male party known to him 
who lives in the Patch drove 
by where he has set up his 
tent and was revving his 
engine. Caller politely asked 
the party not to do so, and 
the party became belliger­
ent, calling him names and 
threatening him. Advised 
of options. 
Thursday, '7 / 16 

7:32 a.m. Party into sta­
tion stating that the con­
tracted killer he believes is 
looking for him was at the 
bus station in Greenfield 

2:03 p.m. Caller reports 
that he was cutting trees for 
Asplundh and was threat­
ened by a resident on Taylor 
Hill Road; a female report­
edly came out of tl1e house 
and accused him of cutting 
down cedar trees. Caller 
tried to assure female tl1at 
he was not cutting any ce­
dar trees, but she proceeded 
to threaten to get a gun if 
he did not stop cutting trees 
and leave the area. Officers 
spoke with female, who 
does not own a firearm, and 
advised her that the trees 
that Asplundh was cutting 
down were tl1e proper trees. 
Female advised regarding 
her involvement in this in­
cident. 
2:57 p.m. Multiple reports 
of motorcycle vs. vehicle 
accident near Cumberland 
Farms. Motorcycle operator 
showing status suspended/ 
no endorsements listed for 
motorcycle. Female pas­
senger, who had left scene, 
contacted and found to be 
en route to hospital. Offi­
cer advises that motorcycle 
appears to have been trav­
eling too fast and struck 
the other vehicle. Operator 
transported to hospital. 

Saturday, '7 /18 
10:31< a.m. Caller reports 
that someone just slashed 
his tired near the high ten­
sion lines off of Turners 
Falls Road as he was sur­
veying. K9 unit on scene 
for track. Incident remains 
under investigation. Sum­
mons issued. 
11: 10 a.m. Report of 1<-5 
tents set up at Railroad Sal­
vage and several subjects 
in the area. Per officer, if 
property owner reports 
trespassing, an officer will 
respond. 
5:05 p.m. Caller reports that 
her father and "tl1e Rus­
sian neighbor" are fight­
ing outside; the neighbor 
reportedly has a hammer. 
Not physical at this time. 
Issue mediated; conflict 
over some equipment in tl1e 
house. 
Sunday, '7 /19 

1: 1 7 p.m. Caller reports 
something suspicious she 
observed while at the Shady 
Glen today. Referred to an 
officer. 
7:20 p.m. Report of a man 
yelling on G Street and 
what sounded lil,e a gunshot 
or BB gun go off shortly 
thereafter. Subject was 
heard tl1reatening to cut 

someone's throat. 1-■..., 
Peace restored. !!II 

to be part of the process, etc. 
I considered just looking it up on YouTube for 

about five seconds. I wanted to do it with some­
one who knew what they were doing; my fear 
was that I would botch the job and end up pro­
longing a traumatic, painful death. Since I want 
to be humane, that potentiality didn't settle well 
with me. 

Discussing this with other neighbors led me 
to find out that a friend and neighbor of ours, 
Prof, was skilled in the a1t of chicken killing and 
would be willing to help. Prof grew up in Ghana 
and has been processing livestock since he was 
a kid. 

So we met at our neighbor's house with a 
sharp knife and a bucket of boiling water. 

My 4-year-old, who the neighbor was going 
to watch during this, was at once freaked out and 
interested. He didn't want to see it, then he did, 
then he didn't. (He ended up witnessing it, with 
my mom, who took pictures, while the neighbor 
stayed away.) 

The actual killing of the chicken was a one­
person job that I didn't participate in. Prof cap­
tured the chicken from the coop, expertly hold­
ing her in a way that made her so1t of catatonic. 
He brought her over the small hole he'd dug in 
the ground, kept her head back, and made a small 
incision in her neck. He held her down as she 
bled out; the chicken didn't react at all, save for 
a few spasms, contained by Prof's grasp. 

It was over quickly. We took the still chicken 
to the pot of boiling water, and placed it inside. 
The hot water loosens the feathers so they are 
easily removed. 

This was something I could help with and 
had done before. Years ago, when I was living 
in Ohio, I came home to find my housemate on 
the back porch with two freshly-killed geese and 
a pot of boiling water. A friend had gotten them 

leads him to the Ant Man suit. 

De-ftathering the chicken. 

After the chicken was skin-bare, Prof sliced 
off the head, and finishing draining the blood. 
Then he dismembered her, saved the edible or­
gans, and put it all into a stock pot for me. 

I'd promised to make a broth with the chicken 
- which was othe1wise inedible, at her age - that 
my and Prof's families would share. I took great 
care to make a rich, fatty, gelatinous broth using 
a traditional method. 

Prof was grateful to me when I made him the 
broth, and I am grateful to him (and to our neigh­
bor) for providing the chicken, and for a great 
learning experience! 

Vanessa Query, aka Oystergirl, digs all things 
local and sustainable, and identifies mostly with 
the paleolancestral movement. She writes about 
food and philosophy and more at theycallmeoys­
tergirl.com. She welcomes responses and ques­
tions at oystergirl@montaguereporter.org. 

Ant Man: Dr. Pym has always had ce1tain concerns 
with a particle connected to use of Ant Man's 
suit which shrink the person wearing to the 
size of an ant and allows that person to have 
super strength while like that. Because of the 
danger of a person losing their mind due to 
the paiticle, he has not let anyone else get 
near the suit. 

The scenes where he has shrunk for the 
first time with the suit on is hilai·ious. 

and therefore work with, different types of 
ants, including ants that can fly ones and 
others that build structures like bridges. 

Big or 

Small Hit? 
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

GREENFIELD - I went to see the movie 
Ant Man at the Garden Cinema on its opening 
night, July 16. The movie is what I call 
offbeat. 

The only thing I really knew about Ant 
Man is this character is supposed to be some 
kind of scientist and inventor, with a wife who 
dresses up in a wasp-like suit. This tum out to 
be Michael Douglas's character, Dr. Pym. In 
his backstory, he did have a wife who wore 
that suit, who gave her life to stop a missile 
attack. 

But the movie is about the Ant Man suit 
being handed down to the next generation, as 
a thief becomes the Ant Man. 

So when Pym's fo1mer protegee, a man 
named Cross, manage to put together a suit 
called Yellow Jacket which he wants to shrink 
like Ant Man, the inventor and his daughter 
Hope (played by Evangeline Lilly of the TV 
series Lost) get together to stop him. 

They need a new Ant Man to help with this 
goal. That honor falls to a just-out-of-jail thief 
named Scott Lang, played by Paul Rudd. 

Lang isn't exactly a fighter, but he does 
have a Masters in Electrical Engineering. 
And he wasn't always a thief. A fo1mer 
whistle-blower who lost his job, Lang got 
caught hying to steal money from his fo1mer 
company to give it back to the people it had 
stolen from. Now he's just a man hying to be 
a better person for his young daughter, hying 
to get his life together so he can share custody 
of her. 

But when things go south for him again, he 
goes back to his old habit of thieve1y, which 

His h·aining consists of maneuvers and 
using the shrinking action at the same time. He 
learns to be a fighter and how to communicate, 

There is a very interesting cameo 
experience that happens when Lang has to 
break into a storage facility to get a ce1tain 
device. The facility tums out to belong to the 
Avengers. Lang comes face to face with the 
Falcon, a chai·acter introduced in the second 
Captain America movie. 

When their central mission becomes more 
difficult, Pym, Hope and Lang decide to call 
in three of Lang's offbeat fellow thieves, due 
to needing people with their skill sets for the 
mission to have a chance. 

I won't give away too many details about 
what goes on next. But Lang's daughter is 
used to get to him, and he becomes involved 
in a situation which he may not come back 
from. It seems he would need a miracle for 
that to happen. It's a good thing his daughter 
Cassie is there. 

I found this movie to be solid, and it held 
my attention ve1y well - better than the other 
latest Marvel-related movie I have seen, 
which was Avengers: Age of Ultron. 

Someone is shown to be looking for Scott 
Lang at the end of the movie, hinting that we 
will see more of this generation's Ant Man. 
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relationship. The close cloistered 
community creates a pe1fect fonun 
to examine this because there is no 
distraction from the outside world. 
It is all about how one person's feel­
ings and actions affect the rest of the 
community. 

This pe1fo1mance of "Aidan's 
Gift" and the play itself are of a 
quality that rivals those presented 
on the New York stage. Steve Hen­
derson, who played Fa-
ther Aidan, was impres-
sive in the expanse of 
his emotions and the in-
tensity with which he ap-

Findlay's performance is strong, 
expressing a range of emotion as 
Brother Mark strnggles through his 
tangled relationship with Aidan, 
the two of them confronting each 
other's hidden demons and secrets. 
A resolution can only come when 
each admits the tiuth. The younger 
member of the cast, Findlay shows 
his ability as an actor in this dif­
ficult, complex character facing 
some hard trnths. 

"I'm Not Who 
You Think I Am": 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

fort, David Rowland. Together they 
have created this theater company 
with brings such wonderful smmner 
progrnms to om c01mnmlity. 

Kentucky playwright Eliza­
beth Orndorff's play was selected 
through a competition last winter 
with 425 entI1es. Veteran Valley ac­
tors Steve Henderson of Westfield 
and Dailiel Popowich of Greenfield 
are both members of Actors Equity. 
Julian Findlay is from Wa1wick and 

has many theater credits 
to his name, including 
working with Shake­
speare & Company in 
Amherst. 

Director Caimela proached the character. 
His was a verbally rich 
part, with a lot of lines 
following Aidan's com­
plex thought process. 

A Public Discussion LfillZa-Weil must be 
commended for her ex­
cellent work in direct­
ing this interesting and 
complex drama. Stage 
manager Robert Moore 
also had a small non­
speaking pait as Brother 
Luke. Other members 
of the stage crew, Ray­
mond Lanza-Weil for 
sound design, John Iver-

As the central char­
acter, Father Aidan is 
on stage for much of the 
perfom1ance. 

For those interested in the development of live 
theater in om commm1ity, Lucinda Kidder, Managing 
Director of the Silve11horne Theater Company, will be 
offering a symposium on Saturday, July 25, from I to 
5 p m. in the Sloan Theater at Greenfield Community 
College. Presentations by area theater aitists and 
playwrights will be followed by a discussion of 
theater's power to influence opinion, and question 
assmnptions about cultmal identity and immigration. 
The event is free, refreshments will be served. 

Presentat.ions include: 
"Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Meet Abdallah 

son for lighting design 
and Reva-Jean Shaw-Pi­
chette for costmnes. 

Clearly up to the task, 
Henderson brought Fa­
ther Aidan to life, ex­
ploring the deep snug­
gle he suffered in facing 
what he had done and 
how he could learn to 
live with it. 

Daniel Popowich, who 
played the Abbot, was the 
perfect counterpoint to 
Henderson's emotional­
ity. Sn·ong, fum, persis­
tent, he argued with even 
intensity without ever 
stepping over into anger, 
yet demonstI-ating how 
powerfully he wanted to 
push Father Aidan into 
activity and pull him out 
of the malaise he was so 

and Ahmed: Musings about Arabs and Muslims in 
American Theater" by YussefEI Guindi, playwright; 

"Directing Pilgrims Musa and Sheri in the New 
World" by Kim Mancuso, director and member of 
MIT Depaitment of Theater; 

This is the second 
of three plays to be of­
fered this season by the 
Silve1thorne Theater 
Company.Staiting this 
week, "Pilgrims Musa 
and Sheri in the New 
World," a romantic com­
edy by Yussef El Guindi, 
will be presented at the 
Sloan Theater in Green­
field. The show rnns July 
23 through 25, and July 
30 through August 2. 
Start times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thmsdays, 8 p.m. F11-

"Unexpected Journeys: Plays by Women from 
Islamic Cultures" by Lucinda Kidder, artistic associate, 
Golden Thread Productions, San Francisco; and 

"Writing (a) Character, or 'I'm Not Who You 
Think I Am"' by Ellen Kaplan, playwright and Smith 
College Theater depa1tment chair. 

invested in. 
The most drnmatic re­

lationship is between Fa-

Following the presentations, break out groups will 
discuss such topics as play selection, appropriate 
casting, audience development and the benefits of 
bringing a wide range of plays to the local stage. 

ther Aidan and Brother John Mark, 
played by Julian Findlay. As a young 
monk blessed with a voice that even 
he says is something outside of him­
self, perhaps even the voice of God, 
Brother Mark snuggles with the sin 
of pride and wants Father Aidan to 
help him resolve his feelings. 

The Silverthorne Theater Com­
pany presents drama and comedy in 
a professional smmner theater. This 
is their second season in the Pioneer 
Valley. Producer and managing di­
rector for this play, Lucinda Kidder, 
has a long history of work in the the­
ater, as does her paitner in this ef-

days and Satmdays, and 
2 p m. on the Sunday. 

The Sloan Theater is at Green­
field Community College in Green­
field, Massachusetts. Entrance is on 
the ground floor. For more infor-

mation go to or call wivw. 11=-' 
silverthometheater.org or ~ 
(413) 768-7514. -

Jl(QXQ)JID]N~ ~ 

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here's the way it was July 28, 2005: 
News from the Montague Reporter's 
archive. 

Measuring Strontium-90 
in Baby Teeth 

Local activ1sts pait1c1pating in 
a study on the levels of radioactive 
isotope Sn·ontium-90 in baby teeth 
around the Vennont Yankee nucleai· 
power plant in Vernon, VT released 
preliminaiy results at a news con­
ference at the Frontier Regional 
High School in South Deerfield on 
Tuesday, July 26. 

A research associate for the New 
York-based independent, non-profit 
Radiation and Public Health Proj­
ect, admitted the number of baby 
teeth collected from volunteers 
in the Wyndham County, VT and 
Chesire County, NH ai·eas near the 
Vernon reactor - 9, compai·ed with 
17 teeth collected from areas finther 
away in those two states - was too 
small to make a statistically sigilifi­
cant sample. 

Still, the prelinlina1y findings 
showed elevated levels of Su·on-

tium 90: 61 % higher, on average, 
than the baby teeth sent in from ai·­
eas in Vem1ont and New Hainpshire 
further from the reactor. 

NMH Construction 
Concerns Aired 

Fo1mer highway superintendent 
Ernie Hastings brought concerns to 
the selectboard on Monday, July 25 
regai·ding the progi·ess of constiuc­
tion at the Mom1t Hermon campus 
ofNorthfields Mom1t Hermon. 

Responding to the sight of eaith­
moving equipment prepa11ng the 
gi·ound on the east side of Main 
Road for playing fields, Hastings 
said, "It was farmland six months 
ago; it won't be faimland again." 
He said he was unawai·e of hearings 
before the conservation commis­
sion or planning boai·d for a change 
of use on the land. 

Town administrative assistant 
Deb Roussel assured Hastings there 
had been a heaimg before the plan­
tung board, to which other depait­
ments had been invited, about a 
month ago. 

Hastings, who had spoken in fa­
vor of paving roadways at a recent 
two meeting "without an act of Con­
gress or a meeting with the environ­
mentalists," said he felt the scope of 
constiuction at NMH should have 
required an environmental impact 
study. 

Wendell Meetinghouse 
Gets a New Roof 

Wendell resident Ed Tolzd01f 
and his crew removed the old leaky 
roof, replaced all of the sheathing, 
put down a layer of cedar breather 
and re-roofed the Wendell Meeting­
house with beautiful cedar shingles 
in June of this year. 

The extra sheathing added $1,000 
to the project, which F11ends of the 
Wendell Meetinghouse would have 
had to raise, but Tolzdorf waved the 
exn·a coast as a donation from his 
fum. 

Appreciation also goes out to 
commmlity contI1butors and the 
Mass Historic Co1runission who 
made the new roof possible. 
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jQ~•u..:•q:: The co-op is committed to having healthy 
food within everyone's reach----check out 

our new Food For All program where 
SNAP & WIC recipients can recieve 

I 0% off their purchases. 
Stop in for an application. 

Two co-op store locations, 
everyone welcome, 

every day. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Three Alleged 
Trespassers Arrested 

Monday, 6/22 

2:05 p.m. Report of 
erratic box truck on 
Route 2. Unfounded. 
3:30 p.m. Call in to 
station regarding a 
stolen wood stove. 
Found to be in War­
wick, referred to War­
wick PD. 
1<:1<0 p.m. Report of 
disabled motor vehi­
cle in area of Route 2 

bypass. Not a hazard, 
will be removed. 
Tuesday, 6hal3 

9 a.m. Assisted on 
scene of medical 
emergency at the Er­
ving Senior Center. 
9:1<0 a.m. Took report 
of a past breal,ing & 
entering at West High 
Street. 
1:10 p.m. Wall,-in 
complaint about 
traffic on Strachen 
Street. 
Wednesday, 6/21< 
9:1<0 a.m. Assisted Or­
ange PD with crash 
on West River Street. 
12:06 p.m. Report of 
gunshots on North 
Street near Church 
Street. Patrolled area, 
nothing found. 
3:15 p.m. Report of 
suspicious van on 
Gunn Street. Unable 
to locate same. 
Thursday, 6/25 

12:20 p.m. Report of 
tree down on Moun­
tain Road, blocking 
the road. Assisted 
highway department. 
3:56 p.m. Report of 
breaking & entering 
and larceny at Moore 
Street residence. Took 
report, under investi­
gation. 
Sunday, 6/28 

9:1<0 a.m. Report of 
suspicious vehicle at 
Ridge Road residence. 
Found to be delivery. 
Tuesday, 6/ 30 

3 p.m. North Street 
resident into station 
to report youth caus­
ing past disturbance. 
5:20 p.m. Took report 
of destruction of 

property on Church 
Street. 
8 p.m. Assisted Erving 
FD with report 
of illegal burn on 
Lester Street. Same 
unfounded. 
9:25 p.m. Noise com­
plaint at French King 
Highway. Spoke with 
subject, peace re­
stored. 
9:37 p.m. Criminal 
applications issued to 

, each for 
trespassing and lar­
ceny under $250. 
11:25 p.m. Noise com­
plaint at East Pros­
pect Street. Same 
found to be quiet. 
Wednesday, '7/1 

2:01 p.m. Report of 
suspicious persons 
selling alternate elec­
tricity on Forest and 
Central Streets. Un­
able to locate same. 
9: 10 p.m. Criminal 
application issued to 

unlicensed operation 
of a motor vehicle, 
speeding, and no li­
cense in possession. 
Friday, '7 / 3 

11: 19 p.m. Report of 
suspicious activity on 
Old State Road. Was 
tow company drop­
ping off motor ve­
hicle. 
Saturday, '7 / + 
8:1<5 p.m. Report of 
loose dog walking 
down Route 2 in area 
of Mountain Road. 
Animal control officer 
advised. 
Sunday, '7 / 5 

8:1<5 p.m. Report of 
medical emergency 
on River Street. No 
emergency found. 
9:1<5 p.m. Suspicious 
motor vehicle and 
subject at Route 2 rest 
area at French King 
bridge. Same found to 
be sleeping. 
10:30 p.m. Report of 

suspicious vehicles 
at cemetery in Erv­
ing Center. Pulled off 
Route 2 due to heavy 
traffic, sent along. 
Monday, '7 / 6 

2:30 a.m. Alarm at 
French King Restau­
rant. Same found to 
be secure. 
Tuesday, '7/'7 

10: 10 a.m. Took re­
port of motor vehicle 
crash on Route 2, Far­
ley flats. 
1: 10 p.m. Report of 
credit card fraud on 
Mountain Road. 
Wednesday, '7/8 

10: 15 a.m. Several re­
ports of a suspicious 
vehicle on Old State 
and Ridge Roads. 
Found to be Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 
1<:1<0 p.m. Trespass­
ing at railroad track 
bridge in Farley. Two 
subjects fishing off 
bridge. Same advised 
of trespass. Railroad 
police on scene and 
handled same. 
10:30 p.m. Suspicious 
vehicles heading in 
and out of Laurel 
Lal,e campground. 
Advised same of park 
rules 
Thursday, '7 / 9 

7 a.m. Walk-in report 
of larceny from mo­
tor vehicle on French 
King Highway. 
5:1<8 p.m. Suspicious 
vehicle at Moun­
tain Road cemetery, 
marked on grass. Ad­
vised to park in road. 
Friday, '7/10 

2:10 p.m. Took re­
port of motor vehicle 
crash, Route 2 and 
East Prospect Street. 
Saturday, '7 / ll 

9:05 p.m. Noise dis­
turbance regarding 
fireworks at North 
Street. No fireworks 
upon arrival. Advised 
home owners to keep 
noise volume down, 
and not to shoot off 
fireworks. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

jfrencb J!tng 
3L\e~taur ant & fflotel 

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M. 

SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(fonnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

$ff BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recwnbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes ______________ .,,,...,,~~ ' 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicycles.com 
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SUMMER 2015 WORKSHOP PERFORMANCES 

.. -':Sl,~keSpeare ai;e~~it~®ii~ ·•~ 
~ .; }_ :-Gr~i Sienes fr.om ~bakes"'peire ~ ~ -_ 

planes are old, he noted. A new Piper 
Wanior might cost half a million; 
theirs is worth about $65,000. Cmis­
ing speed is 120 mph, with take-off 
at 70 mph, depending on wind and 
weather conditions. 

CoITinet got hooked on flying 17 
years ago. "I met a guy who does 
maintenance at the airpoit. He of­
fered me a free flight. Eight thousand 
dollars later, I got my license," he 
joked, refenmg to Bmce Bohono­
wicz, who 1U11S Pioneer Aviation, 
across the field from FCFC. 

,J ~ - T 

~~~Jfhe Bri£k House, Z4 3rd ~tt~et,;furp~),,fall~•S":', 
,ff' , .... ., - ~- )') ~ .;. .,,;._, ... "";(, 

~ . ~'--·, f ,.w . Saturday, July 25- 7pm,; :·.-:::. . -~.<-:... 

;~~.: ~ •. -.t S4~day, July•26- 7pm "i;,;l~ :-h, 

fi• • • ..1 ,,. ' 
~ ADMIS:SlON FREE . ~ .. ··- • 

All Ages Welcome·! 
Run Time Approx. 1 hour and 15 minutes 

For more information- suzanne@ysp.org, 802-258-7922 

www.youngshakespeareplayerseast.org 

Fo11n<lea in 198/J, YSPis a non-profit theater company for apes 7· 18. 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

Fall 2015 - The Tempest 

Spring 2016 - Romeo and Juliet 

No auditions or rejections. 

Join YSP East at The Shea in Tumers Falls. 

The Montague Reporter 
Special Benefit Performance 

featuring 

The Wildcat O'Halloran Band 
plus surprise guests 

August 15, 2015 

Dance all 
night u11de1· 

tlie stars 

50/50 RaHle, 
plus moi-e 
Raffles & 

Prizes 

Support your 
community 
newspaper! 

at the Deja Brew Pub in Wendel11 MA 

Opens 5:00 p.m. for dinner and drinks 
Music starts at 8:30 p.111. 

MR Benefit 
coupon 

BRING THIS WITH YOU 
8/15 only 

Present this coupon to your server & Deja Brew wW donate 
10% of food and drink bill to The Montague Reporter 

CoITinet's license is a visual fly­
ing restriction (VFR). He also has an 
instmment flying restriction, (IFR), 
for flying in bad weather. He recom­
mends allowing yourself a year be­
tween flying and groundwork before 
getting your license, which includes 
a written test. 

Depending on the instmctor 's OK, 
it's possible to fly solo after roughly 
20 hours, flying in a fifty mile radius 
communicating via a two-way radio 
with the instmctor on the ground. 

"The average person needs a 
minimmn of 60-70 hours before they 
get checked out." He doesn't recom­
mend flying schools down south that 
offer licenses after 20 hours. 

The FCFC is always looking for 
new members. To fly as a FCFC 
member, you must be a licensed pi­
lot, cm1·ent, able to fly, checked out 
bi-annually with a medical exam and 
by flight instrnctor Bill Bonnette. 
They host an annual summer picnic, 
and helped organize the 2nd annual 
Fathers' Day airport event held Jm1e 
20 and 21, that brought in 700 to 800 
paiticipants. 

People wony about the plane's 

Left to right, Joseph A. Parzych of Gil4 James J Rodley m of Buckland, 
and Olan Thompson of Plainfield listen to Philip Corrinet of Greenfield 

discuss jiight patterns at the Franklin County F!Jing Club in 
Turners Falls Airport prior to takeoff 

single engine. After clocking 670 fly­
ing hours, Conmet finds it veiy safe: 
it's constantly checked out. "Any ac­
cidents in flying usually are related 
to weather or pilot eITor. If you have 
engine failure, you glide to the near­
est field or cornfield." 

On July 12, as the Piper Wanior 
flew over Quabbin Reseivoi.r, "In­
stead of it being one long connected 
body of water - on a map, it's like 
a U, with a peninsula in between 
- it looked like a seiies of lakes with 
gentle hills iising up between them, 
like Scotland," said Rodley III. 

Tiying to locate his home from 
the air through the thick tree canopy 
was challenging. 

Flying west towards Plainfield, 
a neck of the woods that Conmet 
doesn't noimally fly over, Thompson 
helped guide the way visually. "Olru1 
was great, he knew eveiybody's 

fann, eveiybody's house, eveiy road, 
and he knows the histoiy." 

Canopy cover hid his wife, Lily 
Thompson and their two chilch·en, 
Ettalynn and Trevor, who saw the 
plane circling overhead from the 
ground and were waving, "Hello 
Daddy! Hello Poppa Jim!" 

Parzych, an expert in taking aeiial 
views for repoiting, said, ''The ride 
was great." 

Conmet considers flying to be a 
great educator. "Many kids in Frank­
lin County have not had opp01tuni­
ties to travel much. They have no 
conception that there's a big universe 
until they get up in the air." 

Toss in their lack of fear. ''Kids 
love the tluill of going up in the sky. 
Most of them become veiy good pi­
lots. I encourage yom1g people to go 

flying. The beauty is price- 1m■..., _ 
less." ~ 

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

Music, Meetings and More 
By PAM KINSMITH 

Each week MCTV is pleased to 
bimg local, live music to you in both 
our regular schedule and for stream­
ing via the Common People Con­
ceits filmed by Janet Masucci. Or­
ganized by Steve Damon of A Natu­
ral Music School with refreshments 
by the Friends of Gill, conceits ru·e 
held eveiy Tuesday at 7 p .m. and ru·e 
held on the Gill Common or at the 
Gill Congregational Church dmmg 
inclement weather. 

Steve struted the music series 
at Gill's Slate Memorial Librruy in 
2007 ru1d it has been going strong 
ever since. "We've had eveiything 
from jazz to punk to blues, and chum 
circles; you nrune it. It happens no 
matter what." The event is open and 
free to the public. 

The July 14 conceit is now 
available for viewing. It features 
the Impromptu Trio comprised of 
saxophonist Zack Jakub originally 
from Greenfield ru1d now from Ley­
den, tmmpet player Gruy Maynard 
fonnerly the band di.rector at the 
Eaglebrook School, and Keene gui­
tarist Jeremy Milligru1. Upcoming 
peifonnances include the New Eng-

land Flute Orchestra Piping Hot!, 
Off the Giid, and brubershop group 
The Romeos. This event is fonded 
by the Gill Cultural Council. Check 
out the Latest MCTV Videos page 
or the TV Schedule for more. 

Stay up to date with government 
policy and planning. Each week vid­
eotaping of the Montague and Gill 
selectboard meetings are uploaded 
to keep you infoimed. In addition, 
programming regru·ding landowner 
iights, the Opioid Task Force, frack­
ing and the pipeline expansion, 
ru1d the Montague cable advisory 
ru1d Gill energy committees can be 

found in our regulru· TV schedule. 
Have a little fun and learn some­

thing local by catching the latest 
episodes of the Fat Detective and 
The Madison Show. New episodes 
are up now! 

Sometl:ring going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to lerun about getting a cam­
era and capturing the moment! 
(413) 863-9200, infomontaguetv@ 
gmail.com, or stop by 34 2nd Street 
in Turners between 10 a m. and 4 
pm. Monday through Fiiday. We'd 
love to work with you! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Qissance IB~ders 
~alitp, ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gflwught 

www.renbuild.net 
863~8316 

Free Mobile App 
with Mobile Check Deposit! 

GREENFIELD~~ NORTHAMPTON 
Cc,ope·at ve Bank ~ Coopemtive Bank t:;",;...":;.;!~:::'""'' 

Avenue A, Turners Falls I 413 51 2 5012 

IJ BestlocalBank.com MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GAi. SRES, CBR Office: (413) 498.0207 x2 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

oeaso111 Gcomcast.ner 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

CHEVF10lET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe t:qulnox Traverse Vans 

JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

Bus. Phone (413) TT3-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

Savings and protection 
for the WHOLE FAMILY! 
Very competitive Auto and 
Home rates, including group 
discounts for AAA & AARP! 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j, 
\VendelL MA 

1 
!f,.,.,-

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties ', •.• ,_l~ ,._.~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT exhibit in the Herrick Meeting 
Room gallery. See www. wen­
dellmass.us 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
The Chickenyard. Roots Rock. 
8 p.m. 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve­
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
Hands-on environmental expe­
rience for young children, 3-6 
years. 10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con­
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a casual 
and friendly environment, 4 to 5 
p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Great Falls Farmers Market, 
Turners Falls: Fresh produce, 
plants, crafts, etc. 2-6 p.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10: 15 to 11 :30 
a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
& Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 
Derek Bridges, live acoustic 

--JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

guitar, 7 p.m. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto­
ry Hour, stories and a hands-on 
craft project. 10 a.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Artspace, Greenfield: The Works 
of Elice Mimi Davis Pieropan 

CALL FOR IMAGES 

The Millers Falls Arts Bridge 
is calling for images relating 
to the Millers River. To be used 
as inspirational source mate­
rial for a scroll to be painted by 
Chinese artist Tang Yuhan. The 
Arts Center will scan original 
photographs at their center at 5 
Church St. in Millers. Call 413-
423-3234 to arrange scan, or 
send digital file to intern@mfab­
ridge.org Deadline is 8/15. 

The Arts Block, Greenfield: Sami­
rah Evans' Annual Leo Party with 
Rebecca Holtz. Birthday party 
and music jam. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Side Street 
Blues. Harmonica driven R&B. 9 
p.m. 

SUNDAY, JULY 26 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
The Prestons. Pop folk. 2:30 
p.m. 

1794Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Jacqueline Schwab, pia­
nist for Ken Burns docu­
mentaries, plays Ameri­
cana. 4p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: 
John Shelton. 8 p.m. 

(1931-2013). Retrospective -

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: TNT Karaoke. 9 
p.m. of her work from oils, etchings 

and woodblocks, to watercolors. 
Opening Reception 7/24 5:30. 
Through 8/20. 

Deerfield Arts Bank: S. Deer­
field: JUST VISITING: Chirico 
Was Here. Still-lites by Ron 
Chirico. Art show runs through 
7/30. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Great Hall Art Dis­
play, Invasive Water Chestnut 
in Ceramics: Explorations of a 
Nemesis by Karen Jean Smith. 
Through 7 /31 . 

Little Big House Gallery: Shel­
burne: Lines Lines Lines Lines 
Lines & More Lines. New pen­
cil and ink drawings as well as 
Da'Muse wire figures and lay­
ered sculptures of Glenn Ridler. 
Through 10/18. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Trunk 
Show. International collection of 
fashion by Sylvia K. Clothing and 
jewelry, all for sale. Plus work 
from local artists that you've 
come to expect at the Nook. July 
23 -Aug 1. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Two exhibits in two galler­
ies. Ceramics and multi-media 
by Molly Cantor, and large draw­
ings and site specific installations 
by Karen Dolmanisth. 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
Hot Stuff. Members summer 
show. Through 8/31. 

Shelburne Arts Co-op, Shel­
burne Falls: Here, There, and 
Everywhere. Oil, Watercolor, and 
Egg Tempera paintings by Edith 
Bingham. Through 7/27. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague 
Center: Seeking artists for 
cooperative gallery featuring 
fine arts and crafts. For more 
information see www.sawmill­
riverarts.com. 

Wendell Free Library invites 
artists to submit applications 
for two-dimensional work to 

Xopo plqys traditional dance music fl-om the 
Balkans, in ma'!)' styles, at the Monmg;,te 

Book.mill on Ju!Y 31 with Gawain and 9sande,: 

MONDAY, JULY 27 

Rendezvous, Turners 
Falls: Nora's Stellar 
Open Mic. Cabaret. 8 
p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 
EVENTS 

THURSDAY, JULY 23 

Coop Concert Series, Greenfield 
Energy Park: Jim Eagan, Joe 
Graveline, Daniel Hales. 6 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love & 
Co. 60's amd ?O's Gold. 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 24 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Oh Brother, Where Art 
Thou? 7:30 p.m. Music by 
Daniel Hales and Frost Heaves 
at 7 p.m. 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Lonesome Brothers. Hick rock. 
8p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
The Snaz. lndie Rock. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mark No­
mad Band. Blues and beyond. 9 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, JULY 25 

UPPER VALLEY MUSIC FESTI­
VAL, Turners Falls: 5th Annual 
Festival, over 30 performers in 5 
venues around town. Fundraiser 
for fight against cancer. From 
noon to midnight. For schedule 
and more details, see http://www. 
uppervalleymusicfest.com/ 

Ja'Duke Blackbox Theater, 
Turners Falls: The Fairy House. 
Ja'Dukes Summer Show of the 
Season, complete with fairy 
houses that children can build 
before the performance, and go 
for a walk along the Fairy House 
Road. Performances at 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. $ 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Oh Brother, Where Art 
Thou? 7:30 p.m. Music by Dan­
iel Hales and Frost Heaves at 7 
p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa­
lem: Trailer Park. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
This week it's skunks! See On­
going Events. 10:30 a.m. 

Gill Commons, Gill: New England 
Flute Orchestra. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 

Coop Concert Series, Greenfield 
Energy Par!<: Lexi Weege, Russ 
Thomas, Austin & Elliott. 6 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl. 
Jazz/Blues. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Watershed Won­
ders: Dinosaurs. Story hour with 
activities. Ages 6 - 8, with a par­
ent or guardian. 2-3 p.m. 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
The Salvation Alley String Band. 
Country Western Swing. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: True 
Love Will Find You: A Night of 
Daniel Johnston covers. 9:30 
p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
Xopo, Gawain & Lysander. 8 
p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Juggler 
Meadow String Band. Americana 
9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 

Unity Par!< Waterfront, Turners 
Falls: 2nd Annual Pocumtuck 
Homelands Festival. Sponsored 
by the Nolumbeka Project and 
Turners Falls RiverCulture; free 
all day celebration of Native 
American culture and history. 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

The Arts Block, Greenfield: Show 
of Cards. 8 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Sherman Ewing. 8 p.m. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

10.::: _,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ Serving Ille Area for ove1 25 years Certified• Bonded• /nsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
28 Montague S1rceI 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 
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Deja Brew, Wendell: Freestone. 
Boogie Blues & Rock. 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
This week it's dragonflies! See 
details under Ongoing Events. 
10:30 a.m. 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

July 24 & 25, 7:30 p.m. 

"OH BROTHER, 
WHERE ART THOU?" 

Music at 7 p.m Friday & Saturday 
Daniel Hales and Frost Heaves 
Cover songs from the movie. 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

tiJ_.Jt r ~ 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

Teen Center 
Su1n1ner Hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 

2:30 to 6 p.m. 

www:b.c:ickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

D~deZ'\lllUs 4~Q Upper 
Valley Fest! 

FRI 7 /24 9pm donation 
Skate Videos - The Warblers 

SAT 7 /25 9:30 $1.5 
Upper Valley Music Festival 

All Over Town! 
uppervalleymusicfest.com 

SUN 7 /26 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON 7 /27 8pm FREE 
Nora's Stellar 

Open Mic. Cabaret 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
REIDEZVDUSTFMa.coM 
TEL:413-863-2866 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 863-2471 Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
• Safe Combinations Changed fox 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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FUN FACT: 
The :{ffilontagu.e 3&..eport.er is on the lookout 

for a part-time ad manager. 

SOLHR STO 
Replace Foss/I 

& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or John@solarstoreofgreenfield.oom 
WWW.SOLARSTOREOFGREENFIELD.COM 

c;~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

TH:R.EE-1!0-U:R.SE 
TH"Cf::.R.SI>A YS ❖ $.2S 

~OME ~Oilf V8 Ilf 
8-UI.>I.>OI\.T OF THE 

"CTI.>I.>EI\. VALLEY 
M"Cf8I~ FE8TIV AL 

Open Thursday and Friday 5 - 9pm 
Sunday l 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 

--■tm:G(!i;I♦ 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834-7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointmem 

tel Husqvarna 
• Lawn Tractors 
• Snow Blowers 
• Rototillers 
•Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Lawn Mowers 
•Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

~GREEN RIVER 
~POWERSPORTS 

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 
www.greenriverpowersports.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413~461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 
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GOGH from pg B 1 

the a1tificial lighting has remained 
constant. 

From Pissa1rn, van Gogh learns 
about light, and from Gaugin, asymme­
try. He even experiments with Seurat's 
pointillism. 

But something's still missing. None 
of the Impressionists' techniques can 
help him fully capture on canvas the 
almost religious emotions that Vincent 
canies in his hea1t for people, places, 
and things. 

This fmstration, compounded with 
what today we call bipolar disorder, 
makes him very difficult to get along 
with. When he follows Toulouse-Lau­
trec 's suggestion to move to Provence 
in Southern France, all who know him 
breathe a grateful sigh of relief. None 
more so than Theo. 

It's in the sun-drenched, unremark­
able, sleepy little village of Aries that 
van Gogh begins his final years of cre­
ativity. Nothing he previously produced 
can compare. Working under a Medi­
te1rnnean light that somehow reduces 
shadows and even gradations in tone, he 
sees the town and its smrnundings not as 

pem1anent fo1ms, as Cezanne did, but as 
moving dynamos. 

Wheat fields stemming from Vin­
cent's imagination look like yellow 
sto1my seas, cypress trees spring from 
the ea1th like green flames, and clouds 
billow with the visceral sensation of 
what it means to be alive. Really alive. 

In his letters to Theo, Vmcent says he's 
developed "a constant fever for work," 
that he's "going like a painting locomo­
tive," and is "thrilled, thrilled, thrilled 
with what I see." 

So are we. Somehow, Vincent was 
able to integrate his almost mystical be­
lief in the presence of God in the world 
with the creative force he saw emanating 
for all fonns of life: nature, people, even 
the room he slept in. As he tells Theo, "I 
want to paint men and women with the 
something of the etemal which the halo 
used to symbolize." The fom1er mission­
a1y is now a prophet. 

Gogh to the Clark. Be blessed with the 
miraculous surge in creativity that lasted 
only three years before Vincent ended it 
with a bullet in a beloved field outside an 
asylum in Saint-Remy. 

Contraiy to popular opinion, the 
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mental illness that plagued van Gogh 
all his life didn't drive him to produce 
the great masterpieces of his final years; 
it reduced his ability to capture emotion 
on canvas for months at a time. When 
the time caine that he believed he was 
no longer able to paint, Vincent, as he 
signed all his paintings, was no lll!IJ 
longer able to live. -~ 

"Cypresses," 1889. 
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