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Gas Pipeline 
Reps Present 
Plan In Erving 

Ruserious Offers Residents 
Assistance, and More Time 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Shea Theater Youth Learn 
About State Procurement Law 

By KATIE NOLAN 

On Northfield Road, at the en
trance to Eiving Elementary School 
parking lot, about a dozen people, 
most wearing orange shirts, held 
signs saying, "We live here and we 
suppo1t the pipeline." 

By MIKE JACKSON 
and CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;::ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - "When 
the whole thing first happened, I 
went into fight mode," said Bill 
Franklin. "But things really fell 
into place." 

apa1tments as tenants-at-will, who 
all say they had been told by their 
previous landlord that they would 
be able to stay after the sale, re
ceived notices to quit their tenan
cies by August I. 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The Montague Se
lectboard, sticking to its 
summer schedule of bi
weekly meetings, once 
again confronted a ve1y 
full plate that spilled well 
over the allotted agenda 
times. 

The pipeline is the $3 billion New 
England Direct natural gas pipeline 
proposed by Kinder Morgan, Inc., 
extending from Wright, New York 
to Dracut, Massachusetts, travers
ing numerous towns in Franklin 
County, including Erving. 

Like all the residents of 42 Third 
Street, Franklin had been looking 
for a new place to live. The three
sto1y building on the southwest 
comer of Avenue A changed hands 
last month for the first time in thirty 
years, and the new owners, Ruseri
ous LLC, need eve1yone out to do 
long-overdue renovation work. 

Since then, Ruserious has re
scinded their initial notice to ter
minate tenancy, and has offered 
to let the residents stay through 
September I, rent-free, while they 
hunt for new homes - with an ad
ditional cash sum on top of their 
security deposits for the delivery of 
the apa1tments vacant and broom
clean. 

The highlight was an -
impassioned plea by the 
directors of the Shea The-
ater not to put the use of 

Supporters of the Shea Theater packed the 
meeting. Image courteg of MCTV 

The Erving selectboard orga
nized the July 7 meeting in order 
to get first-hand information about 
Kinder Morgan's proposal. 

The project got off to a rocky 
sta1t when the three families and 
single man living in its upstairs 

The new owners are also put
ting effo1t into directly suppo1t
ing the building's residents in 
their search for their next homes. 

the building out to bid, as 
potentially required by the state law 
Chapter 30B. This request was en
dorsed by an impassioned group of 
youthful suppo1ters of the theater, 
who as an added bonus no doubt 
received their first civics lesson in 
state procurement law. 

proached the board with numerous 
maps. One was a reconstrnction of 
Hatche1y Road in 1759 and another 
in 1820. (The road was not called 
Hatche1y Road at the time because 
the hatche1y it is now named after 
was not constiucted until the early 
20th centmy.) 

The proposed route in Erving is 
through private and state land, not
town-owned land. 

see MORE TIME page A? 

When asked if he was from Er
ving, one of the sign-holding sup
p01ters said he was from Orange, 
but directed a reporter to "that guy," 
who he thought was from Erving. 

"That guy" didn't want to tell a 
repo1ter where he was from or ex -
plain why he supp01ts the pipeline, 
refen-ing us to Tom Andrews, busi
ness manager for the Western Mass 
Laborers Union. 

The meeting sta1ted with another 
lengthy discussion of rights of way 
on Hatche1y Road, where Lisa Ad
ams would like to rebuild two barns 
destroyed by fire. Some town offi
cials have argued that the proposed 
constiuction would be within the 
town's right of way, which would 
violate the state building code. 

The Adams have argued that 
town bylaws give them the right to 
rebuild the barns, and that the cur
rent rights of way are inaccurate 
when compared with old maps they 
are supposed to be based on. 

Adams was accompanied by 
several consultants. One of them, 
whom Adams idenified as Mr Toth, 
had assisted in the historical recon
stiuctions. 

Although the audience in atten
dance, including the press, could not 
see the actual maps Adams spread 
out on the front table, her argument 
appeared to be that the cun-ent right 
of way, which the state Depa1tment 
of Transportation is using in its 
Greenfield Road reconstmction, is 
not based on the historical reality. 

Andrews said that the New Eng
land Direct pipeline project would 
create jobs in the area, and that 
Kinder Morgan has a memorandum 

see ERVING page A4 
By all accounts, the building is long overdue for renovation work. Once again, Ms. Adams ap- see MONTAGUE page 85 

Wendell Citizens Swell Town Hall 
For Post Office Hearing 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The United States Postal 
Se1vice (USPS) has been 
mnning a deficit for a long 
time, a situation made more 
difficult by increased use of 
the internet, and by a 2006 
law that requires the USPS 
to fund retirement far into the 
future. 

The Postal Plan is an at
tempt by the USPS to cut 
costs and reduce that deficit 
in a way that will be least 
painful to pati·ons of the Post 
Office. 

One pa1t of that plan was 
to reduce window hours at 
the Wendell Center Post Of
fice, and before that they sent 
a smvey to eve1y household 
that gets mail through the 
Wendell Center Post Office, 
01379, and they scheduled a 
hearing for July 8 at I p.m. 

The Wendell selectboard 
asked the USPS to move the 
time of their hearing from 
I to 5 p.m., to allow more 
working citizens to attend. 
The USPS did that. 

Wendell citizens sched
uled a vigil for 3 p.m. at the 
Post Office, and at 4 p m. that 
vigil moved to the town hall, 
where the hearing was held 
at 5. 

By 3:15, almost 20 people 
had gathered outside the Post 
Office. Some brought signs, 
and others picked up signs 

At4 p.m., the vigil moved to town hall. 

that had been prepared. They 
stood in a line, and this being 
Wendell, the vigil was not si
lent, but conversational and 
welcoming to each an-iving 
person. 

Karen Anderson, who is 
campaigning for state rep
resentative in the November 
election, was not told of the 
time change and came for the 
I p m. hearing. She and an 
aide waited at least an hour 
before they found out the 
time had been changed. 

Her aide stayed for the 
vigils and the hearing, but 
Anderson had another com
mitment and had to leave. 

State representative De
nise Andrews came for the 
hearing, as did Everett Hand
ford from US Senator Eliza
beth Wan-en's office, and 

Keith Barnicle from US Rep
resentative Jim McGovern's 
office. 

A quick sun shower came 
at 3:40 and people reti·eated 
to cars and moved to the town 
hall. There, the vigil grew to 
fifty. 

People cheered as four 
USPS officials, Brice Roy, 
Joe Conti, Tatiana Roy and 
Christine Dugas, walked past 
the gauntlet of Wendell citi
zens. They must have been 
somewhat heaitened know
ing that the message they 
were bea1111g was unwel
come, but their reception was 
friendly. 

Still more people an-ived. 
By the time the hearing be
gan the group had swelled 
so that eve1y seat in the town 

see WENDELL page A6 

Gas Pipeline Opponents Take To The 
Streets ... and Plains, and Bridges 

MONTAGUE AND ERVING - This 
weekend, a rolling march from Richmond to 
Dracut, along the route of a proposed natural 
gas pipeline, passed through Montague and 
Erving. 

Just as marchers passed a symbolic ba
ton from town to town, we asked some of the 
participants along the route to send us their 
first-hand observations. Our managing editor 
Mike Jackson also stopped by to check out the 
proceedings. 

Kayakers At The Bridge 
By LEE WICKS 

On Sunday, July 13, Montague pipeline 
opponents took up their piece of a March 
Against the Pipeline by taking the baton - a 
piece of symbolic pipe - from the Deerfield 
marchers and delive11ng it to Erving. 

In this way, groups of concerned citizens 
are making their way across the state to de
liver signed petitions to the governor at the 

State House on July 30. 
Deerfield marchers met the Montague con

tingency in the middle of the bike path bridge 
at IO am., while a small flotilla of canoes and 
kayaks cheered from the river below. 

Despite stiff competition from the Green 
River Festival, about twenty people marched, 
and another dozen paddled below the bridge. 

That b11dge and the serene span of the 1-iver 
viewed from its center held strong symbolic 
meaning for the people involved in this pro
test against the pipeline, said Peter Hudyma, 
one of the organizers. 

Many volunteers and hours of effo1t went 
into coordinating this day. A small group has 
been meeting eve1y two weeks on Monday 
nights at the public safety complex. All are 
welcome. 

Anyone who wants to come should check 
the Montaguema.net website for meeting 
times, or go to the "Montague Mai·ch to Stop 
the Pipeline" Facebook page. 

see MARCH page A8 

Montague's leg began at the bike path bridge, just north of the Deerfield train yard. 
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Whose Stories Do We 
Choose To Cover? 

We would like to discuss the 
criticism we have received for nm
ning two recent pieces. 

In the first of these, "How I Sur
vived ... A Trip To Baystate" (June 
12), longtime Reporter contributor 
Joe Parzych shared an anecdotal 
telling about a recent ha1rnwing 
illness and hospital stay. 

Reader Ma1y Kay Mattiace, a 
retired E.R. nurse, wrote to tell us 
that mnning this piece did a dis
service, not simply to the staff who 
came off in Joe's telling as absent 
or inept, but to our readership. 

Her objection has merit, and 
we did not mn the sto1y with the 
aim of stoking the public's distmst 
of the medical profession or of 
besmirching the hospital that fos
tered Joe's. 

We tmst our readers will take 
full stock of the context of the 
piece: one person, telling us about 
his own experience. We found 
value in it, and we felt they might 
too. 

As a community newspaper we 
seek to provide a platfo1m for our 
friends and neighbors to share their 
stories. If more folks bring them to 
us, we may stand the risk of a bias 
in our selection, but that has usu
ally not been the case. 

We have a small print nm and, 
as of this year, none of our content 
is online. We are aware of the per
ceived power of the press to ele
vate one perspective above others, 
but in the case of our limited plat
form, we are trying to share that 
power as widely as possible. You 
don't have to wait until someone 
else writes something you think 
is wrong to see your words in the 
Reporter. 

In the case of Joe's a1ticle, we 
have no idea which of the setbacks 
he encountered were the negative 
side effects of con-ect medical de
cisions, and which were the out
comes ofunderstaffing and a larger 
crisis of medical care. 

In the afte1math of the closure 
of the No1thAdams Regional Hos
pital in March, we feel we should 
be thankful for the care we have, 
and won-ied for its future. 

The interests of patients and 
professionals will be linked in ad
vocating that enough of our soci
ety's resources are given to care. 
But where the resources come up 
sho1t, as in any sh01t-changed ser
vice sector, the two will often en
counter each other as adversa11es: 
consumers who demand too much, 
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and staff who cannot meet the de
mands. 

When these conflicts are expe
rienced, we don't think an appro
priate role of the press will be to 
bmsh them aside in the hopes of 
shepherding readers' attentions to 
the points where the interests con
verge. And when conti-ibutors want 
to express them, it is not our place 
to silence them. 

We would rather let these con
versations play out. We do hope 
that our pages can be a venue where 
common ground can be reached. 
It will be good to remember that 
those who represent systems of 
power in our lives may not them
selves cany the power to change 
them, and that the deeper problem 
lies in the slowly worsening state 
of what we all accept as n01mal. 

Since this paper began we have 
always attempted to give voice to 
the often voiceless. We have nev
er felt that we should only repo1t 
what is positive in our towns, and 
ignore the negative. We have never 
allowed our own associations or 
friendships with those in the com
munities we know and love so well 
to color the news we repo1t. 

In this regard, we want to men
tion a second piece, "Faced With 
Loss of Homes, Third Street Ten
ants Assess Options" (July 3). As 
this is a sto1y still playing out, we 
will say less about it now, but we 
will say this: 

The Montague Reporter chose 
to cover this human interest sto1y 
because its subjects asked us to. 
We think it gives an impo1tant op
po1tunity to explore one of the de
fining features of Turners Falls: a 
crowded rental market with many 
low-income families, where hous
ing precariousness itself becomes 
a conti-ibuting factor in perpetuat
ing pove1ty. 

We have already received both 
more negative, and more positive, 
feedback for this sto1y than we 
have for any since we came aboard 
as editors last year. 

Yes, this happens all the time. 
Yes, it is n01mal. Tenants at will, 
perched on the lowest mng of 
the housing ladder in a mn-down 
building, have to leave because 
folks want to fix up the building. 
It's a complicated situation. 

Turners Falls is a unique town, 
and we believe that among other 
tilings, it has the potential to be a 
haven, a place where folks facing 
setbacks can land and get back on 

Adve1tisiI1g and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers re
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Leners to the Editors 
t' 

The Patient Replies 
In response to Mary Kay Mat

tice's Letter to the Editor, suggesting 
the a1ticle on my surviving Spring
field BayState was "a disservice as 
well as misleading." 

She's absolutely right. I grossly 
niisled readers by not listing all of 
my "perceived" problems. 

For example, I was reduced to 
using a walker, and was weak from 
all I mentioned in the aiticle plus the 
flu, and pnemnonia from aspirating 
barium into my lungs while being 
exainined at Sp11ngfield Baystate; 
I needed someone to move the IV 
pole as I shuffled to the bathroom 
with the walker. 

I had sti-ict orders to call for a 
nurse whenever I needed to go to the 
bathroom, and not attempt to move 
the IV pole, because there were 
alaims on it plugged in at baseboard 
level. Most of the nurses responded 
promptly. Some did not. 

When I suggested the call button 
was malfunctio1Iing, a night nurse 
told me that they were shutting off 
the call light at the nurses' station 
because they were sh01t-handed. He 
suggested I unhook my oxygen line, 
get out of bed, crawl to the alaim 

plugs on the baseboai·d, unplug 
them, wrap the wires around the 
pole and use the IV pole in place of 
a walker. 

A supervising nurse later said 
that was preposterous, dangerous, 
and not anything I should ever tiy 
doing. Again, some of the nurses 
did a great job - some did not. 

I have no complaints about my 
treatinent at Franklin Baystate 
Medical, especially by the emergen
cy room personnel. The ti·eatment at 
the ER, X-ray, MRI and other de
paitments has also been stellar. 

Recently, I've had several occa
sions to use the ER with excellent 
treatinent eve1y time. Once, when I 
showed up on a weekend with a tick 
bU11'owing deep into my aim, the 
emergency waiting room had stand
ing room only. A nurse at the desk 
took me to a wash room, mbbed the 
tick with liquid soap, it backed out, 
and she sent me on my way, all in 
just a few niinutes. 

I can assure you, that s01t ofti·eat
ment does not happen at Sp11ngfield 
Baystate. 

I was once mshed to Sp11ngfield 
Baystate by ambulance, siren blar-

ing, with "Bleeding in the brain." 
The ER was full. They wheeled 

me into a walk-in EMT linen sup
ply closet. I wasn't visited by a doc
tor for over four hours - plenty of 
EMT's, but no doctor. 

When the doctor finally showed 
up, he said they'd tiy to find me a 
room ai1d he'd examine me the next 
day. 

When my wife arrived without 
my clothes, I walked out of the hos
pital in my johnny - bai·e legged, no 
pants, no shoes - right by the armed 
security personnel, who didn't bat 
an eyelash. 

I headed to Maiy Hitchcock Hos
pital in Daitmoutll, NH, where I got 
prompt medical attention and a suc
cessful operation. 

Recently, a doctor at Frank
lin Baystate advised me whenever 
Franklin Baystate proposed t1-ans
po1t by ambulance, to request Mer
cy Hospital, where he said I'd get 
much better ti·eatment. 

Joe Parzych 
Gill 

Reporter Should Have Handled 
Building Story Differently 

I'd like to comment on how the 
paper covered the sale of the comer 
building downtown and the build
ing's cul1'ent tenants (July 3, 2014). 

The coverage reminded me of the 
radical papers of my youth which 
had class agendas that were ironi
cally often written by people who 
came from econoniic p11vilege. 

My reaction is not because I am 
a business owner or cannot relate to 
the enormous concerns of the ten
ants. In fact, I grew up in a neigh
borhood ve1y similai· to Tm11ers (but 
with more homicides and a highway 
in our back yard). 

My heart goes out not only to 
the tenants, but to the new owners. 
The tenants had been on a month-to
month agreement (which the paper 
failed to mention) and the previ
ous landlord had assured them they 
could stay, which was not hue. 

Of course they would be reeling, 
and direct their anger at the unknown 
new owners. 

But why give so much detailed 
coverage to these initial raw reac
tions, which vilified the new owners 
before anyone had any time to sit 
down and explore alternatives? 

Why provide scant infonna
tion on the old landlord in te1ms of 
how he handled the situation, how 

their feet. 
We tliink that a step toward tliis 

is including the voices and opinions 
of people living through personal 
econoniic c11sis, and not bmsliing 
them away in favor of the big pic
ture, the statistics, the policy, or the 
plan. 

From the residents' perspective 
- in the heat and sti·ess of the mo
ment, facing a notice to quit and 
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the apaitments had or had not been 
maintained, or why only one of the 
tenants has lived there for over a 
year? 

Why present it as two sepai-ate 
aiticles, which unavoidably set up a 
divisive "us versus them" dynamic? 

Why not do one aiticle that cov
ers the basics, makes it clear that tllis 
is an mlfolding story with the prom
ise of a follow-up in the next issue, 
instead of letting initial, emotional 
and incomplete information fester 
for two whole weeks before the next 
paper comes out? 

The paper could have still given 
the pe1tinent info1mation, including 
the link to the one tenant's fund
raising site, could have mentioned 
that social services were already 
involved, ai1d who to contact with 
ideas or assistance. 

Even with no obligation to do 
so, the new owners made it clear 
that they were going to work hard 
to assist the tenants, and from what 
I have heard, they are doing so in a 
way that is above and beyond what 
most landlords would do, and cer
tainly more than some of the absen
tee landlords that we have down
town would ever consider. 

Pait of the reason I live in Tmners 
is because of the mix of people here. 

feeling like an afte1thought to the 
transaction - the new owners were 
the immediate agents of their c11-
sis. 

Did giving voice to that experi
ence do our readers a disservice? 
Should we have waited for the new 
owners to make the sto1y a happier 
one before repo1ting on it? Should 
we have inte1vened and altered the 
sto1y by asking them to? 

No one I know wants Tmners to be
come the next No1thampton, and my 
understanding is that maintaiIIing 
econoniic diversity is a pait of the 
town's sti·ategic long-te1mplanriing. 

I appreciate how more than some 
places, Tmners works to take care 
of all of its residents, with suppo1t 
from the town, individuals, nonprof
its, churches and businesses. 

Business owners iI1 Tmners have 
my highest regai·d for being willing 
to take I-isks ai1d invest in this com
munity. 

None of the business owners 
I know are gettiI1g 1-ich 1Uiming a 
business. They all work their butts 
off and live with the constant sti·ess 
offinai1cial challenges. 

I appreciate that they have chosen 
to be here and supp01t the commu-
1Iity iI1 countless ways (how many of 
you have hit up a business for raffle 
donations, how many businesses ad
ve1tise in the Reporter?). 

Hopefully the Repo1ter will fol
low up on these stories iI1 a more 
balanced way, and as a community 
we can contitme to grow in ways 
that are creative, inclusive and re
spectful. 

AnneJemas 
Turners Falls 

What if we were assured they 
would, but only off the record? 

These are open questions. We 
are learning on the job, and eve1y
one who sees ways we can do a bet
ter job should let us know, or even 
better, join us. 

In the meantime, we will follow 
this story as it unfolds, and we are 
glad to see it is already changing 
for the better. 

·------------· I 
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z beverages. Gates open at 11 am., 
0 lunch will be served at noon and 
~ 
ln 
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bingo sta1ts at 1 p m. 
Explore the art of painting with 

Rebecca Silva-Rosen at Greenfield 
z 
:.: Savings Bank, Tmners Falls on Sat
o:: :5 urday, July 19, from 10 to 11 am. 

LOCAL BRIEFS j Also at GSB on Satmday, July 26, 
~ from 9:30 a.m. to noon learn how 
w -, 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

In baseball news, the Turners 
Falls IOU Tournament Team de
feated Longmeadow 9 - 0 Saturday 
night, July 12, during the Belcher
town Green Monster Tom11ament. 

David Carey and Jake Dodge 
combined pitching for Tmners Falls 
to strike out 16 batters. Carey stmck 
out 7 and Dodge struck out 9. Dal
ton Henderson hit a double and a 
single, and Jake Dodge hit 2 singles 
with 2 RBI's. 

David Carey and Cayden Lehto
maki each had a double, Joey Mosca 
had a single with 1 RBI, and Ryan 
Grace, Dylan McLaughlin and 
Brady Booska each had a single. 

Longmeadow had only 2 hits dur
ing the game. Turners Falls' tourna-

ment hopes were lost due to a 7 - 6 
loss to the Enfield Diit Dogs. 

To make composting as easy as 
possible, the Solid Waste District 
Office is now selling green "Sure
Close" kitchen compost pails for 
$5. This 1.9-gallon pail is meant to 
sit on the countertop or under the 
sink to collect compostables before 
taking them out to the backyard or 
municipal compost bin. 

Also available for $45 is The 
Ea1th Machine composter, made of 
a tough recycled polyethylene plas
tic with a twist-on locking lid. 

The senior summer picnic is 
Tuesday, July 22, at the Schuetzen 
Verein, just off Rt. 2 near Barton 
Cove in Gill. Tickets are available at 
the Gill/Montague Senior Center. 

There will be plenty of food and 

to fight personal computer fraud 
with Roger Pratt who has 50 years 
of computer skills and knowledge. 

The annual boat parade and 
fireworks of Ch1istmas in July is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 26. 
Festivities start at dusk and can be 
viewed from Unity Park in Turners 
Falls. Get there early because front 
row viewing is a premimn. 

Christmas in July is sponsored by 
the Franklin County Boat Club lo
cated near Barton Cove in Gill. 

The Nolmnbeka Project, organiz
ers of the Pocumtuck Homelands 
Festival, and RiverCultme, spon
sors of the Turners Falls Block 
Party, are teaming up this year to 
offer a day of fun, music, activities 
and excitement in Tmners Falls on 
Saturday, August 2, from noon to 8 
pm. 

The town-wide event celebrates 

the parks, people, histo1y and culture, 
past and present, in Tmners Falls. 
Activities are scheduled throughout 
town and along the river. 

The Pocumtuck Homelands Fes
tival, featming Native American 
activities and ruts and crafts, will be 
held at Unity Pai·k; the block paity 
will happen on Avenue A between 
3rd and 4th streets. 

Also on Satmday, August 2 from 
10 a.m. to noon, Conversations for 
Racial Justice presents Youth In
justice: Race, Class, & the School
To-Prison Pipeline, a workshop 
with Mel Motel at the FiI'st Congre
gational Church, 43 Silver Street, 
Greenfield. 

Doors open at 9:30 a.m. For more 
information about this workshop: 
1.vwlv. massslaveryapology. org. 

Many Montague Center and 
Leverett subscribers to the Mon
tague Reporter will be temporar
ily receiving theiI' newspaper in the 
mail. Anyone interested in driving 
arom1d these beautiful towns on 
Thursdays and/or Fridays can con
tact the Reporter at 863-8666. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

More Letters 'I' 
to the Editors ;;,-/ Leverett: The Reporter Got It Wrong (Again) 

I am a longtiine reader and sup- with, and we were about to contact man, and he had two tmcks at the There are numerous outstanding 
p01ter of the Reporter, and was ap- the owners to do so, when the Town prope1ty the day after the comt ses- orders to co1Tect from the board of 
palled at the repo1t of the Leverett annom1ced a tax taking of the prop- sion and cleaned up the outside of health, including the septic systems, 
selectboard meeting of June 24. e1ty, so our letter has not been sent. the properties. and the receiver must address them 

There ai·e so many e1rnrs and I also stated that I had been told David Biddle's name did not all. 
disto1tions in the repo1t that I can't there were some items being moved come up, since he is no longer the The work of the board of health 
respond to them all, but I will try out of the home on the previous owner of the prope1ties. I fmther is sometimes difficult and stressful, 
to address the issues to which I, in weekend. The order to remove the stated that Mr. Witman had attended and we are not helped by misrepre
my capacity as chaiI' of the boai·d of collapsed barn was issued by the the last Board of Health meeting to sentations of statements at select-
health, was asked to respond. Town, not by the board of health, meet us and the health agent and boai·d meetings. 

I was on the agenda to discuss and I did not say some cleaning up that he has until August 1 to sub1nit 
the tick smveillance program which had gone on outside the home. his plan for renovating the proper-
we were asked to consider join- The repo1ter conflated my com- ties. 
ing. The program costs $3,000, not ments concerning the conditions at 
$300. The selectboard agreed with 1 Dudleyville Road with my com
the board of health that it was not ments on the Montague Road prop
practical for us to join at this tune e1ty. 
for a variety ofreasons. The buildings at 142-44 and 146-

1 was asked about the board of 148 Montague Road were placed 
health's order for a Title V inspec- into receivership by Housing Comt. 
tion at 1 Dudleyville Road. The or- I reported at the selectboai·d meet
der has to date not been complied ing that the receiver is Tony Wit-

We regret the errors in our re
porting. 

A typo, unfortunately, crept 
into the reporting of the tick sur
veillance program. The number 
should have definitely read $3,000, 
not $300. 

We also greatly appreciate the 
corrections regarding the clean-up 
of properties. 

Our substitute reporter, who 

Fay Zipkowitz 
Leverett 

also happens to be the editor of 
this ne.vspaper, was unfamiliar 
with the various issues, got his 
notes crossed, and ended up re
porting inaccurately the rapid-fire, 
back and forth discussion of these 
properties. 

This is not an excuse, only an 
explanation. We thank Fay Zip
kowitz for helping us correct the 
record. Two-Article Approach To 

Building Story Was Fair 
I am writing to voice my appre

ciation for the Reporter's coverage 
of the sale of 102 Ave A. 

ai·e not going to be the last word on 
ai1y of the parties involved in these 
stories, but they open a sorely need
ed place for us as readers and com
munity members to pa1ticipate. 

House Bill Would Threaten 
Growth of Solar in State 

The two aiticles, presented side 
by side on the front page, laid bai·e 
the ve1y complicated interplay of is
sues that I believe should be more
publicly discussed if we want to de
velop an econo1nically sustainable 
ai1d compassionate community. 

I understand that this is not an 
easy thing to do in such a small 
town, especially when passions can 
nm high on all sides of such issues. 

It is common for small local me
dia outlets to focus solely on the 
positive aspects of development, 
typically outlining the struggles of 
business owners and developers. 

These successes and failures can 
have great iinpact on our fragile 
economy, and I think the Reporter 
has long done a great job covering 
this. 

What makes the Reporter ex
traordinaiy is that for this instance of 
a successful transaction they went a 
step fuither and asked: Who else is 
affected in the sale of this building? 
Who are they? What is happening to 
them? What ai·e theiI' situations? 

Obviously, these two brief and 
probably hastily-assembled a1ticles 

The dissonance between the good 
news of one a1ticle and the bad news 
of the other makes us ask questions. 
These questions fuel discussion, and 
hopefully, those discussions lead to 
action. 

In fact, among many conflicted 
feelings, I fom1d myself wondering, 
"Why should we only know of the 
snuggles and burdens of business 
owners?" 

I have heai·d many complaints 
that the Reporter has somehow u·eat
ed the building's new owners m1faiI'
ly, and to this I recommend slowing 
down and re-reading the aiticles. 

Any negative comments or con
notations ai·e derived from sources' 
voices, not that of the editorial voice 
- there is a difference here, and I 
su·ongly believe that we are blessed 
to have editors who know this differ
ence. 

Thank you Montague Reporter 
for inviting us to think and pa1tici
pate! 

Neil Young Cloaca 
Turners Falls 

I'm concerned about the future 
of solai· electricity (aka photovolta
ics/PV). The Massachusetts House 
bill H4185 threatens to seriously 
restI-ict solai· incentives and options 
for homeowners, small businesses, 
and community solai·, endangering 
local jobs and limiting the potential 
to offset fossil fuel. 

As the 2012 Solai·ize Montague 
coordinator and an energy consul
tant, I see this "compromise" bill as 
a ba1Tier to our continued adoption 
of smaller scale solai·. 

While the bill has positive lan
guage removing the net metering 
cap to allow all solar installations 
to receive credit at a retail rate from 
utilities for theiI' PV production, the 
utilities would receive significant 
benefits for this concession. 

For example, H4185 would re
place the Solar Renewable Energy 
Ce1tificate (SREC) program, which 
has propelled the Massachusetts PV 
mai·ket, with an incentive adminis
tered by the utilities. SRECs drive 
investment in solar because they re
sult in a sho1t payback pe11od. 

The bill could prevent owners 

from sizing PV to exceed their use, 
in order to share solar electI-icity 
with others or cover future demands, 
like elecu·ic vehicles and expanded 
business operations. 

All electricity customers would 
be chai·ged a ne,,v monthly fee with 
no limits in the legislation, suppos
edly to cover the costs of PV to the 
utilities. The fee does not recog
nize the benefits of solar, including 
avoided system expansion. 

I call on the Massachusetts 
House to address the cmTent bill's 
obstacles to smaller scale solar in
vestinent. If that is not an option, 
then they should pass the bill only 
to remove the net metering cap 
and create an inclusive process for 
revising the rest of the legislation, 
including local solar businesses, so
lar owners, and community shared 
solar developers at the table. 

Anything less will put the growth 
of PV at 1-isk of severe decline and 
would be counter to our state's com
mitment to clean energy. 

Sally Pick 
Montague 
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MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413~834~7569 
HOSPICE TRAlNED 

CPR CERTfFfED 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
413-256- 1594 

%na's 

ti££k, 
& Unnecessariums 

125a Avenue A Turners Foils 
413. 834. 8800 ninasnook. com 

Weds & Th 4-6 
Fri & Sat 1-6 
And By Appointment 

art . craft . design . 

TAG SALE! 
359 High Street, Greenfield 

Saturday July 19, 9 a.m.- I p.111. 

Something for everyone! 
All proceeds benefit the 

Resident Activity Fund. 

DEMERS 
LANDSCAPING 
Fencing - Patios - Walks + 

Walls Installed - Tree Work 
Loam - Compost - Mulch 

Stump Grinding - Excavating 
Septic Systems Installed 

ESTABLISHED 1970 
demerslandscaping.com 

863-3652 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Negus & Taylor, Inc. 
Monuments Jfff!!!1!f!!jYC 

w-,•..r. x~ People often come to see us 
because their parents 
and their grandparents did. 
We're proud to hove 
thot ~ird of loyolty, 
ond we work hard to keep ii. 
- Gory and Noncy Melen 

The perfect remembrance• 

,, 1, 
• • lf"e e 11gm l'e ft:., 

111emo1ies ' 
Iha! IC1sl forever 

MAIN OFFICE TT3-9552 
10 Mill Street, Greenfield, MA 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller - owner 

.ADIATOR =_. 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Foreign :ind Domestic 

- Route 2, Gil = 863-4049 t-800-439-404 
I.I=:=-=,-, • • • • 
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BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of July 22 

PAPER 
Week of July 29 

in Montague 

''lt's Jusi a stone's throw from realftJ•.' 

Groceries • Videos - Home Baked Goods 
Beer • Wine• Liquor 

MON -SAT 7-91 SUNDAY 8-8 
978-544-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

117 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\/lcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

ERVING from pageA1 
of understanding with the union 
committing them to hiring local 
union laborers if the project is ap
proved. 

Nearer the entrance to the build
ing, there were a few people hold
ing "Stop the Pipeline" signs. 

Inside the school gym, about a 
hundred people, including the la
borers and anti-pipeline vigilers, 
listened to moderator Tom Graves 
as he outlined the fonnat: 15 min
utes for a presentation by Kinder 
Morgan employees and 15 minutes 
for an anti-pipeline spokesperson, 
then questions and answers. 

Alan Fore, director of public af
fairs for Kinder Morgan, introduced 
Kinder Morgan through a Power
Point presentation as a natural gas 
pipeline company operating nation
wide. He said, "We are a long-time 
corporate citizen in Massachusetts 
with up to 60 years experience in 
pipeline constmction." 

He noted that current Kinder 
Morgan pipelines supply natural 
gas distributors, including local 
companies such as Berkshire Gas 
and Columbia Gas. 

According to Fore, the proposed 
route is prelimina1y and has not 
been filed with any regulato1y agen
cy. The route will be refined and 
changed as the company "gets on 
the land and gets a closer look." 

Fore said that the proposal is 
customer-based, and that, at Kinder 
Morgan, "we do not build" if there 
is not an established demand from 
gas distributors. He said that long
term contracts with twelve distribu
tors will be announced in the next 
few weeks. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

payments, 3,000 construction jobs, 
and a long-te1m additional supply 
of natural gas. 

State representative Denise 
Andrews, speaking for people op
posed to the pipeline, apologized 
for speaking extemporaneously, be
cause she had just been asked to be 
the spokesperson just ten minutes 
earlier. 

She said the pipeline provided no 
local benefit at a ve1y high cost. 

Andrews asked, "Is there a need 
for additional natural gas?" and 
answered, "We don't know." She 
said that she and other state legisla
tors from towns along the proposed 
pipeline route had started meet
ing and considering how to require 
"due diligence on the need for natu
ral gas." 

Andrews said the state could 
grow with a sustainable model, and 
that other ways to meet the demand 
for energy include conse1vation and 
renewable energy. She said the proj
ect is too costly - and that ratepay
ers will end up paying for it. 

Andrews said that there is a 
problem with "where the pipeline 
goes": the proposed route goes 
through environmentally protected 
land, endangered species habitat, 
and source areas for high quality 
drinking water. 

Regarding jobs, Andrews said 
that the 3,000 constmction jobs 
were not sustainable, and that cur
rently Kinder Morgan has only 46 
long-te1m employees for its existing 
Massachusetts pipelines. 

Andrews said that safety is an is
sue with a gas pipeline - "mechani
cal failures will happen." She said 
that small town fire and police de
pa1tments will see additional train
ing, equipment, and operations costs 
for dealing with potential pipeline 
accidents. 

Andrews asked for an open pro
cess for reviewing the proposed 
pipeline, ''vetted at the state and 

local level, engaging local leader
ship." She said the "fully engaged 
activists" should also be pa1t of the 
process. 

Asked about Kinder Morgan's 
safety record, Fore said that they 
publish their record online and that 
they are one of the safest companies 
in the industiy. "We are not a per
fect company," he said, "but if an 
incident occurs, we address it." He 
noted that the company works with 
local emergency response agencies. 

Asked about potential terrorist 
attacks on a pipeline, Fore asked 
people to look at the record of the 
existing pipelines in the state. He 
said that pipelines, with automatic 
shutdown controls and segregation 

Fore said that 
Kinder Morgan 

will still build 

the pipeline if 
the tariff is not 

passed. 

of sections, do not make attractive 
te1rnrist targets. 

A questioner asked, "What frac
tion of the natural gas flowing 
through the pipeline will be from 
the Marcellus shale? People can
not drink their water in New York" 
because of contamination from hy
draulic fracturing to extract natural 
gas from shale deposits. "This is a 
pristine beautiful area, why should 
we be subsidizing this pipeline?" 

Fore answered that Kinder Mor
gan is not a drilling company - it 
only transpo1ts gas. "Are there is
sues with drilling? The states are 
having that discussion." 

He added, "Private companies 
like Kinder Morgan don't make 
policy decisions. This is a bigger 
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policy debate than Kinder Morgan 
proposing a pipeline project." 

He also told the audience, 
"Fracked gas is already coming to 
the region," with about 60% of the 
New England natural gas supply 
coming from hydraulic fracturing in 
New York and Pennsylvania shale 
deposits. According to Fore, even 
if the pipeline is not built, that per
centage will increase in the future. 

Asked about an increase in elec
tricity rates to pay for the proposed 
pipeline, Andrews replied that the 
legislature has not voted on that yet, 
although a tariff on transmission 
lines and pipelines is the "lead" 
idea. She said that the tariff propos
al is separate from the New England 
Direct pipeline proposal. 

Fore said that Kinder Morgan 
will still build the pipeline if the tar
iff is not passed. 

Asked about the effect of the 
pipeline on taxes, Fore cited the sig
nificant amount of new real estate 
taxes coming to the towns. 

Andrews noted that prope1ty 
values will decrease for properties 
the pipeline passes through and that 
selling homes will be more diffi
cult. 

Asked about monitoring of 
groundwater quality, Kinder Mor
gan project manager Mike Lennon 
replied that pre- and post-constrnc
tion water samples would be col
lected and data shared with land
owners. 

Answering a question about land 
use for prope1ties over the pipeline, 
Fore said the company wants a 50-
foot easement, that land could re
main agricultural, but no pe1manent 
structures could be built. 

The selectboard will discuss 
the pipeline project at its August 4 
meeting, and expects there will be 
a vote on a non-binding resolution 
about the project at a fu-
ture town meeting. u 

He emphasized that the project 
proposal is in its early stages, a 
"precursor to the pre-filing process" 
and would have to pass rigorous 
state and federal standards before 
being approved. Kinder Morgan ex
pects to file for "pre-filing" with the 
Federal Energy Regulato1y Com
mission this fall, work on FERC 
scoping in the beginning of 2015, 
and complete a filing to FERC in 
fall 2015. If FERC approves the 
project, constmction could start 
early in 2017. 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & &RAJEL 

Board Seeks To Auction Off 
International Paper Mill Building 

(413) 773-3622 Fore listed the project's benefits: 
$25 million in projected local tax 

TOWN OF ERVING 
seeks a Custodian for town buildings. 

P /T, year round, 19 hr/ wk., $13.04/hr. 
Must be able to work flexible hom·s on a week to week basis. Driver's li
cense, personal transportation, and minimmn of one year of related ex
perience required. Physical, drug screening and CORI checks will be per
formed. Applications available at Town Hall 12 E. Main St, or at www. 

erving-ma.org. Deadline to apply is 3 p.m. on 7-21-14. AA/EOE. 

TOWN OF ERVING 
seeks a P/f Seasonal worker to help maintain fields and 
grounds. Involves cutting grass using town equipment. 

P /T, seasonal, 19 hr/ wk., $13.04/hr. 
Driver's license, personal transportation, and minimum of one year of re
lated experience required. Physical, drug screening and CORI checks will 
be performed. Applications available at Town Hall 12 E. Main St, or at 

www.erving-ma.org. Deadline to apply is 3 p.m. on 7-21-14. AA/EOE. 

By KATIE NOLAN 

At the July 7 Erving selectboard 
meeting, town administrator Tom 
Sharp repo1ted that counsel Donna 
MacNicol is researching whether a 
town meeting vote is needed before 
auctioning the former International 
Paper mill property on Paper Mill 
Road, now owned by the town. 

At the June 30 meeting, water 
department foreman Pete Sanders 
had repo1ted that, during a walk
through, there was evidence of a 
water leak in the IP building, and 
therefore, a I 0-inch main was shut 
off. 

Selectboard chair Eugene Kle
padlo said that there is no sprinkler 
system at the plant. However, in 
case of a fire, Sanders said that a 
charged hydrant is available at the 
prope1ty. 

Selectboard member Margaret 
Sullivan recommended that the 
town sell the property as soon as 

possible. 
In the meantime, the board asked 

highway foreman Glenn McCro1y 
to order no trespassing signs for the 
property. 

McCro1y repo1ted that he sur
veyed highway and POTW employ
ees about using town-purchased 
cell phones. He said that the major
ity of employees prefer to purchase 
their own phones and be added to 
the town cell phone plan. 

McCro1y provided the board 
with job descriptions for a pa1t
time seasonal mowing position and 
a part-time building custodian posi
tion. The board approved mnning 
ads for the two positions. 

Sharp repo1ted that the audit by 
Odyssey Advisors indicated that the 
retiree health benefits fund would 
be fully funded by 2019 as long as 
the town continues to contribute 
$300,000 per year to the fund. 

Sharp repo1ted that the bid for 
sludge hauling was 5% higher than 

last year, but the town is producing 
less sludge, so the overall cost is 
lower. 

Sanders said the lower amount of 
sludge was due to "the way we're 
mnning the plant." 

At the June 30 meeting, police 
officer Robe1t Holst was appointed 
sergeant. 

The recommendation from Chief 
Chris Blair noted that Holst started 
the canine officer program in town, 
and is the DARE officer. He has 
been a police officer for 12 years, 
the last three in Eiving. 

Son Hui May of Mountain Road, 
Elizabeth Sicard of Forest Street, 
and Laura Bezio of Pleasant Street 
were appointed to the cultural 
council. 

The Erving Town Hall will not 
be open on the evening of Mon
day, July 28. 

The offices will be open for 
business during their normal 
daytime hours. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl1" ~ 

25Mm.,,F.a,Ro: Jz ,I' 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

52 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413-863-5395 
Marion Lacoy• Owner 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easv in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA 

Contractors, Flea Markclt:rs, J'md1;.,-,ihuw Veuuors 
and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

lfT'~ ~ 
ncJcYCLE 

274 Rt. 2, Gill, MA 01376 

• Parts • Helmets 
• Accessories , Books 
• & Apparel • Models 

ALLAN• DAVID 
Tel; ( 413) 86'.3-9543 8-ma,il: AJCYC@CROCKER.COM 
Fax: (413) 8634920 Web: WWW.AJCYCLB.COM 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

.,_..._~- (413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

Matthew Edwards 
Certified Arborlst 

Tree Climbing Specialist• Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding• Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercia.1 / Municipal 

60 ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
fully Insured With Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM j,, 
\Vendell, IIIA ~ ~ 

Serving Hampshire And rranklin Counties--~-, /~'I;.., 
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Montague Awarded a $84,935 
Green Community Grant 

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

By REPORTER STAFF ficient insulation. 
Town planner Walter Ramsey 

said he was ve1y pleased that Mon
tague was awarded the grant. "It was 
highly competitive," he noted. "The 
return on investment was ve1y high 
and the project was well-conceived. 
And, of course, it is a great benefit 
to our community theater." 

Jan's Package Store Gets New Owner; 
Energy Commission Gets Go-Ahead 

On July 14 the Department of 
Energy Resources (DOER) Green 
Communities Division approved 
a Competitive Grant award of 
$84,935 to fund a new energy-effi
cient HVAC system and roof insu
lation upgrades at the municipally
owned Shea Theater. 

The cmTent system is at the end 
of its useful life, according to a re
cent study. The grant will leverage a 
$21,931 utility incentive and is pro
jected to save the community the
ater up to $6,417 in annual energy 
costs. This will allow the facility to 
become a viable multi-use rehearsal 
space during the week and ultimate
ly be more usable in the winter. 

The building's roof is also ap
proaching the end of its useful life. 
If the town decides to re-roof in 
conjunction with the HVAC, the 
grant allows for the purchase of ef-

Ramsey said the Shea's board 
also has a "green mission" consis
tent with the Town's energy reduc
tion goals. In 2012 the board pa1t
nered with the town and No1theast 
Utilities to replace all incandescent 
house and theater lights with LED 
fixtures, greatly reducing electricity 
use. 

This is the third Green Commu
nity Grant awarded to Montague 
since 2010. Funding has totaled 
over $242,633 and has financed effi
ciency improvements to Town Hall, 
Carnegie Libra1y, Public Safety, and 
Water Treatment Facility. 

Gill Special Town Meeting 
Sets Land Speed Record 

By MIKE JACKSON 

On Tuesday, July 8, the high
est deliberative body of the Town 
of Gill, its open town meeting, 
convened to approve three small 
expenditures that had been rec
ommended by the town's finance 
committee. About twenty residents 
unanimously approved small stuns 
of money for Riverside's sewer 
system, locks for the doors at the 
Elementa1y School, and the roof at 
the Public Safety Complex. 

The meeting began sho1tly af
ter 6:30 p.m., with a pledge to the 
flag, and moderator John Zywna 
acknowledged the town's new
est selectboard member, Grego1y 
Snedeker. "I hope your eff01ts are 
rewarding, and without stress," Zy
wna told him. 

If the next three years look 
anything like last week's meeting, 
Snedeker's term may indeed be 
smooth sailing. No one spoke, or 
voted against, any of the articles, 
though a few pointed questions 
were raised along the way. 

Alticle 1 transfeffed $3,500 
from the wastewater treatment 
plant fund to the Riverside sewer 
system account, in order to avoid 
a deficit in that account's budget. 
The district pumped more sewage 
than expected across the river to 
Montague, which also raised the 
rate for treating it this year. 

After the votes, Bev Demars, 
pointing to the copy attributing the 
higher-than-expected flow to "a 
ve1y wet year," asked, "Why is that 
going in there?" 

Eve1y sewer system, selectboard 
member Randy Crochier answered, 

suffers from some degree of infil
tration, but it seems that Riverside's 
is taking in an exceptional amount 
of extra water somewhere. 

Eff01ts to pinpoint the breakage 
have been fmstrated. A smoke test 
only found one small area, and the 
town will send cameras in. "We 
have to find that spot," Crochier 
said, adding that once that has been 
accomplished, the town will have 
to weigh the costs of repairs against 
expected saving. 

Alticle 2 transfeffed $6,800 from 
the town's stabilization fund to the 
school district, to pay for someone 
to install new locksets and handles 
on the classroom doors at Gill El
ementa1y School. 

This project would allow class
rooms to be locked from the inside 
in the case of a security emergency. 
Montague's town meeting mem
bers approved an expenditure for 
work at the district's schools within 
its borders at its May town meet
ing. 

Ray Steele noticed that on a 
printed handout about the proposal, 
it was mentioned that labor would 
cost $350 less if done in-house 
by the district. He asked why that 
cost-saving decision was not being 
made in advance. 

"We have had reductions," 
explained GMRSD superinten
dent Michael Sullivan, on hand to 
field questions about the request. 
"Things are kind of tight." He said 
management prefeffed not to allo
cate the time of one of the district's 
own maintenance staff to the large 
task of changing the locks through
out the district. 

Alticle 3 spent the money re-

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

At the Gill selectboard meeting 
on July 14 Steve Schechterle, Jr. in
troduced himself to the board as the 
new owner of Jan's Package Store. 
Schechterle said he had been the 
lucky bidder at the auction on July 
9 for the long-defunct package store 
behind the Mobil Station on Main 
Road, just off Route 2. 

He told the board that he was 
cm1·ently "in the process of getting 
everything wrapped up." Once that 
happens, he said, he would be ap
plying for a full package store liquor 
license transfer. 

The board welcomed Schech
terle to Gill. Chair Randy Crochier 
thanked him "for investing in the 
town." 

Schechterle said he has been in 
the liquor business for 25 years and 
cm1·ently operates two other stores, 
both called the Spirit Shoppe in 
Deerfield and Sunderland. "I'm ve1y 
excited about taking the store and 
turning it around so it is an asset to 
the community," said Schechterle. 

He said he wants to open as soon 
as possible, noting that he has just 30 
days to complete his financing of the 
store. 

Personnel Issues 
Administrator Ray Purington an

nom1ced he had a "couple of leads 
and a couple of feelers" on the cus
todian position but that so far no hire 
was imminent. 

A more lengthy discussion cen
tered on the best way to hire some
one to catch up on compiling the 
annual reports that have not been 
produced since 2009. Town Meeting 
approved $5,000 to hire clerical help 
to create the reports. The issue was 
how best to proceed. 

The board voiced their concern 
that even with dedicated clerical 
help, too much burden would still 
fall on Purington. Additionally, there 
was a question of what fonnat should 
be used. Previous repo1ts have been 
authored in Microsoft Publisher. 

Greg Snedeker suggested that 

maining in tl1e town's building 
repairs and maintenance account, 
$4,000, on the project to replace the 
roof at the public safety complex. 
This slightly reduced the money the 
town expects to have to boll'ow for 
tl1at project. 

At 6:44 p.m., moderator Zywna 
suggested ten minutes be taken 
for general questions and answers, 
since he, the clerk, the administra
tive assistant, and all members of 
tl1e town's selectboard and finance 
committee were present. 

Patricia Crosby asked about the 
committee to explore tl1e town's 

I'm Wesley McFadden, completely healed, 
and a big believer in Baystate Franklin. 

Microsoft Word would probably be 
easier to use and would also increase 
the nmnber of candidates since most 
everyone was familiar with Word. 

In the end, Snedeker volunteered 
to be the "point person" and was of
ficially appointed by the board as 
liaison. He said he would start by 
seeing if he could irnp01t a previous 
report from Publisher to Word. If so, 
the ad for the clerical worker would 
not have to specify knowledge of 
Publisher. The other board members 
also offered additional help to Pur
ington. 

The board also voted to adopt the 
COLA increases to Social Security 
as the baseline for personnel COLA 
increases for town employees. 

Energy Commission Report 
The energy commission present

ed their latest proposals for spending 
their Green Communities Designa
tion grant, as well as their plans to 
apply for another green energy grant 
early next year. 

Claire Chang, energy commission 
chair, said that the commission's top 
priorities were to proceed with insu
lation at town hall and at the River
side municipal building, as well as 
install new air source heat pumps at 
the Riverside building. 

To oversee the bidding process 
for these improvements, the board 
voted to spend $4000 of the Green 
Community money to utilize the ser
vices of Alldrea Wood at FRCOG. 

The commission also said that 
they were very keen on moving 
ahead with applying for a Green 
Communities Competitive Grant 
to install a groundsource heating 
and cooling system in town hall. At 
present, the hall is being heated by a 
1999 oil furnace, with only 82 per
cent efficiency. 

Ground source heat pumps rely 
on the heat reservoir of the earth be
low the frost line to exchange heat 
from the ea.1th to a building in win
ter, or heat from a building to the 
eaith in sUIIlliler, relying on an elec
trically powered heat pump, similar 
to a refrigerator or air conditioner's, 
to boost the heat exchange. 

options for uses of the Riverside 
Municipal Building. That building 
is ctmently rented to Four Wmds 
School, with some office space also 
used by the historical commission 
and granted to the Riverside Water 
District in exchange for water to the 
building. 

Administrative assistant Ray Pu
rington said that the committee was 
ad hoc, is not reappointed annually, 
and has not met in "at least a year 
or two." 

Zywna then told a joke about 
Heaven, and the meeting adjomned 
at6:49p.m. 

Wesley developed a chronic wound that just wouldn't heal. He was 

referred to the new Wound and Hyperbaric Medicine Center at Baystate 

Franklin, where through a series of specialized treatments, Wesley is now 

totally healed. 

For more information about Baystate Franklin's 
Wound and Hyperbaric Medicine Center, 

"Dr. Sohail Waien and the entire wound care team put me at ease. It was 

evident that everyone really cared about me. They did me well," Wesley says. 

visit baystatehea/th.orglbfmcwoundcare 

...'l\.. Baystate 
•..- Franklin Medical Center 

164 High Street, Greenfield, MA I baystatehealth.org/bfmc 

Chang said that in order to be eli
gible for the competitive grant, they 
would need to spend all of their pres
ent designation grant. Commission 
member Tupper Brown urged the 
board to act quickly on the present 
projects at Riverside and town hall 
so that the commission would be in 
the right place next spring to qualify 
for the competitive grant. 

Chang said that the installation of 
the ground source heat pumps would 
require the drilling of several wells in 
what is now the parking lot adjacent 
to town hall. Brown added that when 
the wells are completed and the loop 
installed into the building where the 
heat pmnps will be located, the lot 
would be repaved and completely 
usable again. 

Crochier suggested that due to 
water penetration into town hall, 
the town should take advantage of 
the well excavation to erect a water
prevention ban-ier at the foundation 
level. The board and the commission 
members agreed this was not only a 
good idea but quite feasible. 

Crochier also suggested that the 
energy commission investigate the 
installation of a wood-fired boiler 
for the safety complex. "Three days 
a week those buildings sit empty, 
said Crochier. "We can bmn all this 
wood we're collecting from the 
roadsides," he said. 

Ward seconded the idea, noting 
that while he had fonnerly been 
skeptical of wood furnaces, the new 
wood-fired boilers are far less pol
luting than fo1mer models. 

Other Business 
The board approved a request 

from fire chief Gene Beaubien to 
purchase a nmnber of items, totaling 
$11,609.95, necessa1y annually for 
the operation of the fire department. 

Among the items included were 
fire and emergency pump testing and 
servicing, ladder testing, air pack 
testing, jaws testing, and the county 
radio maintenance agreement with 
theFRCOG. 

Gill's Oldest Resident Dies 
Crochier also inf01med his fellow 

selectboard members that he had 
learned that Gill's oldest resident, 
Mrs. Ellen Hastings, had recently 
passed away. 

Hastings was 99, and the mother 
of former highway boss Emie Hast
ings and the grandmother of cull'ent 
police chief David Hastings. 

The next meeting of the board 
will be on July 28. 

OOPERATIVE 
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hall was filled, the aisles on both 
sides of the room were filled with 
standees; more people stood in the 
enhyway and out into the sti·eet. 

There were infants, toddlers, 
children and adults numbering 150 
or more, and all were well-behaved 
and quiet well into the second hour 
of the hearing. The tone was re
spectful and cooperative. 

Inside the hall, Brice Roy said 
that the Postal Plan had monitored 
ti·ansactions remotely to determine 
when and where they can reduce 
hours and services, and then sent a 
survey to all recognized patrons of 
the 01379 zip code. 

Out of 407 surveys sent, 170 
were returned, and 161 of those pre
fell'ed the option, "reduce the win
dow hours from 7-½ to 6." 

Roy said that under the plan, the 
Wendell Post Office would open 
one hour later and close one half
hour earlier but that post office 
boxes would be available 24 hours 
a day with the lobby open, and the 
area behind the counter locked in 
off hours. 

He did not say that the other 
three options of the survey were 
variations on "close the Wendell 
Post Office". 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
stood and said that the survey was 
skewed, and did not include the 
option that all in the town hall pre
fell'ed, "Keep the Wendell Post Of
fice operating as it has been operat
ing." 

He said many people in town 
have no home delivery and rely on a 
central Post Office. Otherwise they 
are forced to drive IO miles or more 
to another town simply to mail a let
ter. People come from surrounding 
towns to use the Wendell Post Of
fice which is still full service. 

He cited Ben Franklin's vision of 
mail service for all the people, a ser
vice and not always a profit-making 
enterprise. 

the survey was flawed and only of
fered two real options, reduce hours 
or close altogether. He said we are 
creative, and there are other solu
tions. To start, the USPS smvey 
was remote and only recorded the 
transactions that were done on the 
computer. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

to half the state average - Wendell 
citizens would be hurt much more 
by having to spend the exti·a time 
traveling to a full-service post of
fice, and because there is no public 
transportation in town, maintaining 
a car and burning gas. 

The Wendell Counhy Store is 

A banner at the vigil bore this representation of Postmaster O 'Dowd. 

Wachsler continued: Most of the 
transactions in Wendell do not in
volve the computer, and on the day 
before this hearing Wendell citizens 
conducted their own honest and 
unannounced survey, with seven 
observers each taking an hour-long 
shift watching Post Office use for a 
day. 

Wendell's largest employer with 
22 employees, significant in a town 
of 850; people who stop at the Post 
Office often walk next door to the 
Counhy Store and buy a coffee, a 
lunch, a few items. Reducing the 
Post Office hours would have a rip
ple effect on the store, its employees 
and the number of purchases made 
in a town with a per capita income 
and median income well below the 
state's. The Counhy Store's margins 
are slim ah-eady. 

Charles Thompson Smith stood 
slowly and he spoke slowly. He said 

he represented the Council on Ag
ing. "There are a lot of old people in 
Wendell. There are people like me 
who know less than anything about 
the internet and social media." Re
ducing the service available at the 
Post Office defeats "the principle of 
equality." 

It is a slippery slope with reduced 
service reducing revenue, which 
will result in further reductions in 
service, resulting in lower revenue 
still. 

Beth Jacobs stood and gave a 
long list of awards that O'Dowd 
got, not including his prior career in 
professional hockey. 

He was first in the nation to of
fer recycling of mixed paper so that 
I 00% of undeliverable bulk mail is 
recycled, and got a Waste-Wise Fed
eral Government Partner of the Year 
award from the US EPA in 2004. 

O'Dowd was Postmaster of the 
Year in Massachusetts in 1998, and 
the Wendell Post Office was award
ed the prize for best Post Office of 
the year (nationally) in the 1990s. 
The list filled a page-long handout 
that was given to congressional rep
resentatives. 

Kate, a postal worker who re
tired after 35 years in the postal 
service, spoke of the service part of 
the postal service, and gave each of 
the Postal Plan officials a present of 
what looked like home made jam. 
Citizens applauded. 

In the days before the hearing, 
talk was that the hearing was about 
the post office, and not about Post
master Charlie O'Dowd. But com
ments from the people again and 
again returned to the outstanding 
service O'Dowd has given. 

During the 2006 tornado, when 
trees and wires prevented the large 
truck from navigating Wendell's 
roads, he drove his car to meet the 
truck and brought the mail through. 
He takes the 18th-century motto se
riously: ''Neither rain, nor snow, nor 
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sleet, nor dark of night stays these 
brave couriers from the swift com
pletion of their appointed rounds." 

When someone comes to buy 
stamps he cheerfully says, "You 
have come to the right place," and 
he offers a selection of beautiful 
stamps, historic stamps, commem
orative stamps, so the purchase is 
as much a choice as buying a new 
shirt. 

A ten-year-old boy said, "You 
should reward, not punish, good 
service." 

Morgan Mead said, "How many 
stamps do we have to buy" to make 
the post office solvent? Christine 
Dugas, the official of Corporate 
Communication said the answer is 
more complicated than that. 

Sally Alley Muffin Stuffin said to 
the four representatives, ''You have 
the figures to bring up the ladder, 
but we want you also to cany up our 
hearts and our passion." 

Ben Schwartz said, "If you go to 
bat for us, we will have your backs," 
and people cheered. 

Near the end of the hear'ing, An
drews looked out at the people in the 
town hall, still packed and said, "I 
love this view. This is what needs to 
happen everywhere, but it does not. 
You give me hope." 

The compelling arguments heard 
at the hearing are testimony to what 
makes Wendell and the Wendell Post 
Office special, and when something 
is right, it should be kept. We have a 
shar'ing of information this day and 
now there should be time to pause 
and process that information. Then 
people can come back together and 
work together for a solution. 

Andrews asked people who 
spoke to send her a summary of 
what they said, and she would com
pile them for further thought by 
other officials. 

u 
Selectboard chair Christine Heard 

spoke next. She is the secretary of 
Swift River School and she uses the 
Wendell Post office at both ends of 
the day, before and after school, to 
mail and pick up school documents, 
often large envelopes and bulky 
mailings and packages that require 
the special handling that a full ser
vice post office delivers. 

Even on a July day with people 
on vacation, every hour had activi
ty. There was a peak from 11 a.m. to 
3 p m., but there was no slow time 
and pati·ons came from Wendell and 
s1mounding towns. Leppzer said the 
Wendell Post Office serves people 
from parts of New Salem, Warwick, 
Montague, Shutesbury, Leverett, 
and Orange, places where the trip 
to Wendell is shorter than the ti·ip to 
another full service Post Office. 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Board Discusses Trash, Broadband and Gold Pins 

The two ends of the day are what 
the Postal Plan would eliminate. 
She said the school spends $500 a 
month on stamps, and reducing the 
hours would reduce the income, not 
the deficit. 

Others spoke of home businesses 
that rely on the post office for larger 
mailings and deliveries, of using a 
box at the post office because winter 
delivery at home is problematic or 
impossible. 

State Representative Denise An
drews spoke of a process for work
ing together for adjusting the plan 
with everyone affected having input 
for a creative solution. She said that 
even the best minds can overlook 
possibilities that a wider perspective 
can bring in, and she asked about 
a process for changing what some 
perceive as a foregone conclusion. 

Postal Plan representative Ta
tiana Roy said that if revenue in
creased, hours could be increased, 
and Andrews said there are different 
ways to assess revenue, and we are 
looking at everything. 

Wendell resident, Deb Ty
ler stood and presented a petition 
with 458 signatures requesting no 
change in the Wendell Post Office. 
Residents Robbie Leppzer and Sha
ron Wachsler alternated in giving a 
prepared statement. Leppzer said 

Wachsler said the Wendell Post 
Office handles live shipments of 
chicks, turkeys, bees, pigeons, and 
plants, all of which can die if they 
are not picked up promptly. Post
master Charlie O'Dowd calls when 
the shipments come in and people 
come to pick them up. 

Prior to the meeting, Joe Conti 
had told Leppzer that such calls are 
Post Office policy, but Wachsler said 
that policy and fact are not always 
the same and people who depend on 
receiving their shipments live have 
had them sent to Wendell. 

Leppzer said that when Post
master Charlie O'Dowd was out on 
sick leave, people missed deliveries 
and deadlines, had insurance can
cellations and other problems that 
followed from mail they did not re
ceive on time. 

He said that UPS and Fed Ex will 
not ti·avel some of Wendell's roads 
and have arrnnged to leave deliver
ies at the Post Office. Small busi
nesses rely on the full service Post 
Office. 

Reducing Wendell to a part-time 
post office would give Wendell citi
zens a 45-minute round trip drive at 
least to the nearest full-service post 
office, and the fact that other sur
rounding post offices have reduced 
their hours makes it more important 
that Wendell's stay full time where 
it can be a hub with full service. 

With more dirt roads per capita 
than any other town in the state, and 
a median income of$35,000- close 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

On July 2, the second evening 
of Wendell's new fiscal year, the 
Wendell selectboard met for a short 
meeting with a short agenda. High
way commission chair Hany Willis
ton met the board early and listened 
to a plan that rnight help reduce 
roadside trash. Town coordinator 
Nancy Aldrich described the plan 
as it is practiced in New Salem. 

In New Salem any citizen who 
brings a bag of roadside trash to the 
transfer station has his or her name 
put on a list. 

At the end of every month one 
name is drawn from that list and 
that person wins a bag of official 
trash bags. Williston asked for any 
more details that could come, but he 
approved of the idea. He also said 
the road crew could install the bike 
racks that the energy committee is 
getting with the hope that Wendell 
people will use bicycles more and 
cars less. 

The Aldrich Report 
Aldrich reported that Hampshire 

Power is still working on details of 
the homeowner plan to aggregate 
buying electricity, but that a fixed 
rate of 9.1 cents /kwh looks unat
tainable. 

Good Neighbors agreed to check 
the town hall men's room after their 
Sunday food distribution, and town 
custodian Lany Ramsdell will keep 
the selectboard aware of the men's 

room condition. Whittier Plumbing 
will install a new low flush toilet. 

The office of US Congressman 
Jim McGovern wrote to the Con
necticut Valley Postal Office, and 
the response gave the impression 
that the decision to cut hours at the 
Wendell Post Office has already 
been made. 

Aldrich found a jeweler in 
Leominster who will make a pin 
that will replace the Boston Post 
gold-handled cane that goes to the 
town's oldest citizen. 

People who die do not return 
that cane, and so it is mounted in 
the town office building, and will 
be replaced with a pin that will 
be given, not loaned, to the oldest 
citizen. Each pin costs $20, and the 
town will buy five to start. 

Other Business 
Finance committee members 

Doug Tanner and Christine Fon
taine met the selectboard to contin
ue their discussion of the date and 
time for the next annual town meet
ing. Tanner said the fin com needs 
all the time it can get to prepare a 
budget. 

For the June 7, 2014 meeting 
they started early and all the depart
ments were quick with getting their 
budget requests in, but information 
keeps coming in later. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
said that a mistake made while 
mshing to get the budget ready for 
the 2013 town meeting made it nee-

essary to have a lar·ge tax increase 
in the tax rate set by the 2014 meet
ing. 

WiredWest asked the selectboar·d 
to send a letter to the Massachusetts 
Broadband Initiative (MBI), and 
promote Wired West as the entity 
that would oversee extending a fi
ber optic internet connection the 
last mile, to every house in town. 
Leverett town meeting authorized 
borrnwing $3 million to have that 
done in Leverett, and Shutesbury 
residents ar·e beginning to look at 
that possibility. 

WiredWest wants the select
boards from 42 towns to send simi
lar letters, because there is a new 
person heading MBI and he is un
aware of the work that Wired West 
has done so far. 

A fiber optic cable has connected 
the police station to the town hall 
where there is a wifi router. Select
board member Jeoffrey Pooser said 
people now can watch videos dur
ing town meetings. 

Aldrich has a list of 12 house
holds that asked to have the green 
number signs installed in front. 
Keller said he would contact fire 
captain Asa de Roode to put them 
in. 

An executive session was sched
uled for 8:30 for reason #1, to dis
cuss a personnel matter, but the rest 
of the agenda was covered shortly 
after 8 p.m. Board members had to 
wait for the scheduled time in order 
to hold a legal executive session. 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Broadband Bunkers 
Bid Awarded 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

At a quiet meeting of the select
board on Tuesday, July 8, Bob Dean, 
director of regional services for the 
Franklin Regional Council of Gov
ernments, was quizzed about the es
calating cost of the FRCOG's town 
accounting program, which Leverett 
joined in 2012 upon the retirement 
offo1mer town accountant Teny Al
len. 

Last year, FRCOG charged Lev
erett $19,436 for eight hours a week 
of accounting se1vices from the re
gional program. This year, the fee 
has risen to $22,394 for the same 
eight hours a week of se1vice. 

"We just wanted to express our 
concern," said selectboard chair Rich 
Brazeau, with Julie Shively adding, 
"and make sure it's not going to be 
some s01t of annual increase." 

Dean said the 14-town program 
was doing eve1ything it could to 
"shave" costs to member towns, but 
noted that the COG had recently 
moved to improve the long te1m 
sustainability of the program, by 
more fairly app01tioning the costs of 
its administration. 

"One of the big challenges is 
travel .. . coming to all these town 
halls," said Dean, as Teny Allen lis
tened from the audience, in one of 
the folding chairs behind him. 

Brazeau urged Dean to instiuct 
his team of accountants, as they 
comb through the invoices and pay
roll wairants of the member towns, 
to "let us know if you find some
thing that can save us money." 

Broadband Buildings 
The board approved Renaissance 

Builders' low bid of $218,000 to 
constmct two poured in place insu
lated concrete buildings, one behind 
the old highway gai·age on Montague 
Road, and one at the No1th Leverett 
fire station, to house the electronics 
for the town's high-speed broadband 
internet system, now under con
stiuction. 

In 2012, convinced that the fast
est way to connect eve1y household 
in town to high-speed broadband 
was for the town to build its own 
'last mile' fiber to the home network, 
funded by an increase in prope1ty 
taxes, a lopsided majority of town 
meeting voters approved spending 
up to $3.6 million for that purpose. 

In 2013, the town signed a $2.275 
million conti·act with Millenium 
Communications Group to constiuct 
the network. 

On Tuesday, selectboard member 
Peter d'En'ico said the project was 
on time and on budget to be complet
ed by December of this year, when 
the entire network is expected to go 
live, providing high speed internet 
access to every Leverett household 
that opts to be included on it. 

D'EITico said the construction of 
the operations hubs in N01th Lev
erett and at the highway garage is 
another step in that process, antici
pated within the overall broadband 
network budget. 

The cement structures, which 
will include heating and ventilation 
systems, and conduit receptacles for 
all necessaiy connections as pa1t of 
the bid p11ce, will be impe1vious to 
the weather and should require little 
maintenance for the life of the sys
tem, he said. 

Brazeau spoke enthusiastically 

about his past expe11ence working 
with Renaissance Builders at the 
Massachusetts Depa1tment of Con
se1vation and Recreation. "They are 
excellent," he said. "They do a won
derful job. They're the best carpen
ters I've ever worked with." 

Emergency Resiliency 
In other news, the board autho

rized town adininisti·ator Mai·gie 
McGinnis to apply for technical 
assistance grants from the state De
pa1tment of Energy Resources to 
assist the town in developing a plan 
for "emergency resiliency" in the 
event of power outages, relying on 
solar powered generators, to work in 
conceit with the town's own diesel 
powered generators, and also to ad
vise the town about the feasibility of 
utilizing solar photovoltaics on the 
fo1mer landfill. 

While on the subject, Brazeau 
praised the recently installed photo
voltaic panels installed by the Solar 
Store of Greenfield on town land 
between the elementa1y school and 
highway garage. 

Those panels, which will help 
provide power to town buildings, 
"look beautiful," Brazeau said. 
"You can see them, but they blend in 
well," with the landscape. 

School Heat 
Returning to the issue of heating 

and ventilation problems at the ele
mentaiy school, a topic that has tak
en up a good deal of the board's at
tention since a recent report by con
sultant by Lon Isaacson, of Univer
sal Electi'ic in Sp11ngfield, pointed to 
problems in managing the school's 
heating conti·ols leading to a cost 
ove1Tun in last year's heating budget 
estimated at $23,000, Brazeau said 
he would meet soon with the new 
elementaiy school p11ncipal, Margot 
Lacey. 

Brazeau said he would advocate 
for more money to be placed in the 
building maintenance line item of 
the school budget. He also called for 
a work sheet to be &·awn up outlin
ing heating and ventilation system 
components, with a schedule for 
their ongoing maintenance and re
pair. 

The school may soon upgrade the 
heating conti·ols to allow for remote 
monito11ng of the system's perfor
mance, Brazeau said. 

Refuse Stickers 
It is time for Leverett residents to 

purchase their annual ti·ai1sfer sta
tion stickers, at the town hall or the 
ti·ansfer station. 

Staiting September 1, residents 
without the new stickers mounted 
plainly on their vehicle will not be 
allowed through the gates at the 
transfer station, according to Neil 
Brazeau, ti·ansfer station manager. 

A new dumpster at the station al
lows residents to compost organic 
materials like pizza boxes, cat litter, 
wet newspaper, egg caitons and the 
like. 

The ti·ai1sfer station is located just 
off Still Comer Road on Cemete1y 
Road. 

Off the Map 
According to a Google Map 

linked on the town website, the best 
way to get there from the west would 
be by ti·aveling down Teawaddle Hill 
Road, but Peter Davis disputes that. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

MORE TIME from page A 1 

As of press time, two of the four 
sets of tenants have already found 
housing, and credit their success to 
that help. 

Taking the Pressure Off 
One of the new owners, John 

McNamai·a, commented that he 
and his pa1tners EI'in MacLean 
and Steve Vogel, had been work
ing hard to come up with a good 
airangement for the tenants since 
they bought the building. 

"It took some time," he said, 
"but we're ve1y pleased that the 
tenants are already finding places 
in this tight housing market." 

McNamai·a added that he and his 
partners definitely felt for the ten
ants: "We wanted to take the pres
sure off with this arrangement, and 
also help them to find new places 
to live." 

Apartment 1: A New House 
"We're moving out by August 

1," said Robe1t Shook. "To be hon
est, I'm kind of glad we're moving." 
Shook, who lives with his fiancee 
Nicole, their three daughters and 
his mother, was hoping to stay in 
the Gill-Montague school disti'ict, 
"for the children," but says they 
have found a house in Greenfield 
that better suits their needs as a 
growing fa1nily. 

He says MacLean "has been a 
really, really good help." 

"She's been stopping by, and 
checking in ... She dropped off three 
or four pieces of paper with l10us
ing on them that's opening up." 

One of those listings, he said, 
led to the house they plai1 to move 
into. 

"I have no quarrels with her." 

Apartment 2 Stays On The Ave 
"I know I'm going to have the 

easiest task of anyone in this build
ing finding a place," Bill Franklin 
said after hearing the offer of an 
extension of time. Franklin, who at 
eighteen months is the building's 
longest-standing resident, is also 
the only one not raising children. 

"Sixty days, plus the money, is 
really not bad." 

Despite the extension, he said, 
his neighbors seem discouraged 
at the prospect of relocating: "I'm 
hoping it could be a workable offer. 
But people here seem to be pretty 
depressed." 

But by this Wednesday he, too, 
had found a home - a lai·ger apait
ment a little fmther down Avenue 
A- and he, too, credited the build
ing's new owners with helping him 
out. 

"Erin got printouts from Craigs
list, and this was one of the ones on 
there." 

MacLean and McNamara, he 
said, even provided the deposit to 
hold the new apaitment for him. 

"The new landlord wanted a de-

In an email to the selectboard, 
Davis insists Teawaddle should be 
spelled Teewaddle, ai1d he upbraids 
the board for acceding to the co1rup
tion of the official 01thography: 

"It has come to my attention as a 
resident ofTeewaddle Hill Road for 
50 yeai·s since 1965, that the town 
has begun misspelling Teewaddle 
as TEAwaddle for the last decade. 
Although I realize this quaintifica
tion of the road name Inight sound 
more interesting to an outsider, as it 
rhymes with TEA, Teewaddle Hill 
Road has nothing historically to do 
with TEA." 

Davis insists, "Tees are pait of the 
railroad wood products which were 

posit 11ght away. They really helped 
me out. It's signed, sealed and de
livered ... I'm going to set one of 
the bedrooms up as a studio." 

He plans to be able to move by 
September 1. "I might need to rent a 
U-Haul van," he said, but he was al
ready lining up help for moving day. 

Apartment 3: The Search Is On 
Ron Fisher, Sr. is focused on 

finding another home in Turners 
rather than Greenfield, so that his 
son, AJ, can stay within the Gill
Montague school district. 

Fisher says a major factor is 
AJ's individualized education pro
gram - "They've worked with him 
long ai1d hai·d, and I'd hate to sta1t 
over." 

On Tuesday morning, Fisher 
met with the local housing author
ity to get rece1tified for Section 8 
assistai1ce. 

"Eve1ything went fine there 
- the rece1tification went through," 
he said, though an inspection of 
the unit he has been living in failed 
"because of the sink and the tile 
hanging in the bathroom," factors 
dating to previous landlord David 
Kurkut's ownership. 

"All I need to do now is find 
somewhere to be." 

The Housing and Redevelop
ment Authority publishes lists of 
available housing, which Fisher 
has been checking. "The new one 
will be out F11day, or first thing 
Monday," he said. 

The federally established Fair 
Market Rent for a two-bedi·oom 
apartment in Franklin County is 
$952 this yeai·, up from $917 last 
year. This provides a guideline for 
the total maximum rent a landlord 
stands to collect from a tenant with 
a Section 8 voucher, whose rate is 
a function of his income, and the 
local housing autho11ty, which pro
vides the remainder. 

Two-bedroom apartments in 
Tmners Falls ctmently advertised 
on Craigslist ai·e $675, $725, $765, 
$900 and, in the case of a rental 
condo with a carpo1t, $1,000. 

Fisher also said he was happy 
with the offer from Ruse11ous, and 
that the additional time would help 
him in his search. 

"They didn't have to do what 
they did. It's ve1y human." 

Apartment 4: Still Worried 
Since receiving word of the ex

tension, Brianna Gabry's intitial 
anger at the building's new owners 
seems lai·gely to have been replaced 
by simple wony that she will still 
be unable to find a suitable home 
for her fainily. 

"Elm's been hying to be sup
portive, and she's been nice," she 
said. 

"They want to rehab this build
ing, and I give them kudos for that. 
This building definitely does need 
it." 

haivested on Teewaddle Hill Road 
when the railroad went through in 
the 1800s ... 

"Waddles were bundles of TEEs, 
or railroad ties, haivested from Tee
waddle's oak forest." 

As the board reviewed Davis's 
email in some perplexity, town clerk 
Lisa Stratford told a different tale of 
the road's etymology. She suggested 
the name Inigl1t have come into use 
back in the days when pah·ons of the 
still on Still Comer Road waddled 
back up the western hill for a cup of 
hot, reviving tea. 

A review of the hai·dbom1d Third 
Edition of the American Heritage 
Dictiona1y found no citations for the 
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For Gab1y, now newly laid off 
from a teaching assistant position 
and down to a IO-hour-a-week per
sonal cai·e assistant job, it comes 
down to not knowing where the 
money can come from: "I don't 
want to jmnp into an apartment just 
to be evicted because I couldn't 
pay the rent." 

Gab1y does not receive Sec
tion 8 assistance. She desc11bed 
spending yeai·s on a Section 8 
waitlist through Greenfield's hous
ing authority, only to discover that 
she had lapsed before clearing it 
- "they sent these confiimation let
ters out every Ap11l, and I thougl1t I 
was keeping them up with my ad
di·ess changes, but I'm no longer on 
the waitlist." 

This month she has registered 
again with area housing authorities, 
but anticipates a 4- to 5-year wait. 

"I worked hard to get off of 
food stamps. I just re-applied for 
WIC .... I worked really hai·d to get 
me and my kids out of the system, 
and now we're falling back into 
it." 

Gab1y described the Montague 
Housing Autho11ty staff as "excel
lent, ve1y empathetic," and Green
field'sashostile: "Theylookedatme 
as ifl was doing something wrong." 
She rese1ved her highest praise for 
Pat Holloway, receptionist at the 
Franklin County Regional Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority. 

"She was amazing. She's so 
helpful.... [She] told me to come 
in the morning of September 1, if 
I haven't found an apa1tment by 
then. They'll help get us into a mo
tel." 

The prospect of moving into 
ti·ansitional housing with her three 
daughters is daunting to Gab1y. 

"My daughter struts kinderga1ten 
on September 2. She's supposed to 
be getting settled and ready for the 
beginning of her education ... " 

A 9 p m. cmfew and a policy for
bidding visitors, she said, makes the 
motel sound like a difficult place to 
rebuild from. "It's just, 'let's hide 
the homeless people away in motel 
rooms' -- how are we supposed to 
have suppo1t, if no one can visit?" 

In the meantime, she is check
ing listings that Holloway and the 
HRA email to her on her phone, 
with skepticism that she will find 
one that she can afford. The previ
ous landlord, she said, rented to her 
when no one else would - possibly 
because they woITied overcrowd
ing would be in violation. 

But, she says, "I would rather 
be in a one-bedi·oom with my kids 
than have to put them to sleep ev
e1y night on different couches. It 
was home." 

"I appreciate [MacLean] hying 
to be there, and be suppo1tive .... 

"The sense of not knowing 
where you're going to go next is so 
unsettling." u 
words "tee" or "waddle" having to 
do with wood products or bundles of 
railroad ties. 

The selectboard proinised to con
sult the Leverett Histo11cal Society 
and the Leverett Histo11cal Com-
1nission for their take on the road 
name conti·oversy before replying to 
Davis's email. 

But d'En'ico did say, "We could 
do what is really common in Mas
sachusetts ai1d take the road sign 
down ... " 

"And put it in the do1m room," 
added Sti·atford. 

"If you don't know where you 
are, you don't belong here," d 'En'ico 
concluded. 
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MARCH from pageA1 

Our Valley's Assets 
By DUNCAN SHIPPEE 

There was me, that is Duncan, 
and my two companions, Maure 
and Ben - both of whom I had only 
just met. 

We're waiting at the bus stop 
across the street from the FaiTen, 
where Maure had thought we were 
supposed to meet up with our com
rades to mai·ch against the Kinder 
Morgan gas pipeline. 

The pipeline, being only a prop
osition at this time, threatened to 
mar our valley and put its assets 
at risk. After a good 20 to 30 min
utes, several phone call exchanges, 
chit-chatting and ice breaking, we 
rendezvoused with our c01mades, 
just a sho1t cai· ride from where we 
thought we were supposed to meet. 

When we met them, morale was 
high, and the dmmbeat - being but 
a large plastic water container hit 
with an attractively caived wood 
- heavy and incessant. 

Most of our group was a little 
older, save Mark, whom I had 
known from karate yeai·s ago, Ben, 
who had just recently fled Israel 
to find peace, and I, your true and 
humble naffator. 

In total there were about 30 ofus, 
all chee1y and chatty as we walked 
along where the pipeline was sup
posed to be. 

Maure pointed out where she 
likes to pick blueben'ies in the 
summer, and I admired a resource 
threatened by Kinder Morgan - a 
resource being mostly aesthetic. I 
would call it: beauty. 

Millers Falls 
By MIKE JACKSON 

By I p.m., the mai·ch had already 
reached Millers Falls, ahead of 
schedule. 

The People's Bake1y had set out 
a water station for the mai·chers, and 
many took turns using the restroom. 
Cars shuttled off those who had fin
ished, and eventually the pipeline 
opponents fanned out with banners 
along the Route 63 b11dge over the 
Millers River, gathering reinforce
ments. 

Linda and Matty Luippold, of 
Prospect Street in Eiving, paused 
from a walk of their own to chat with 
pipeline opponents on the bridge. 

"I don't want a pipeline coming 
through here," said Linda. "I was 
shocked when I saw the notice of a 
meeting - it was the first I'd heai·d 
about this." 

The Luippolds had heard that 
the July 8 visit by Kinder Morgan 
representatives to Eiving (see sto1y, 
page Al) had been postponed, but 
not that it had been confirmed again 
on July 3. 

Linda expressed concern for the 
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protection of conse1vation lands 
designated for the pipeline route: "I 
want my grandchildren to be able to 
play in these parks." 

Based on where it has requested 
smvey permission, the company's 
route would pass through a west 
comer of Eiving into No1thfield, 
and then tmn east through Eiving 
and Warwick State Forests. 

"We heai·d the mums," said Jere, 
of Pratt Street, who requested that 
we only use his first name, after 
the march had passed through his 
neighborhood. 

Sitting on his front porch, Jere 
pointed down the street, where the 
cluster of people bearing banners, 
wea1111g homemade Stop the Pipe
line t-shi1ts and keeping steady time 
on a water-cooler bottle could still 
be seen and heard, and deadpanned, 
"They went that way." 

"My biggest concern with the 
pipeline going through here," he 
said, "is they're going to get it out 
Boston way and put it on ships for 
overseas. If it was really for us, why 
don't they mn it down the Mass 
Pike? There's already a road there 
so they can access it for mainte
nance. 

"A lot of people want the work," 
Jere continued, but he said he ex
pected much of the work would go 
to out-of-state workers. "Where ai·e 
all the people who worked on that 
Alaska pipeline?" 

The Erving Section 
By MARK HUDYMA 

With a picnic, a walk along the 
Connecticut River, and two ceremo
nial baton hand-offs, the only thing 
missing from the Eiving Rolling 
Pipeline Mai·ch was Erving resi
dents. 

Residents from nearby towns 
were more than willing to fill in for 
the absent marchers, and maintained 
a group of around twenty for the du
ration of the march, which staited 
on the Eiving-Millers bridge, and 
followed the Millers River to the 
Rive1view Picnic Area. 

Moonlight and Morning Stai·, 
local activist-musicians, se1ved as 
the Eiving representatives in the 
march. 

"When I saw [the fracking docu
menta1y Gasland], I was so over
whelmed by those people's suffer
ing, by the damage that is done, I 
knew I had to fight it," said Morn
ing Stai·. "I'm not just for no pipe
line in Erving, I'm for no pipeline 
anywhere ... I should have been 
fighting this a long time ago." 

The first concern raised by eve1y 
individual inte1viewed was the en
vironment. 

"They're planning to send poison 
through the countiyside. I wouldn't 
want them to frack here, and I don't 
think they should move the gas 
through here either," said Peter Gal-
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lant of Wendell. 
Second to environmental catas

trophe is the concern that gas mov
ing through the pipeline would by
pass Massachusetts completely, and 
be sold to foreign markets. 

Kinder Morgan has not explicitly 
denied that some gas could be sold 
to foreign markets, but points to 
significant sho1tfalls of gas delive1y 
during peak electi'icity production 
as evidence of need for the 

pipeline within New Eng- -•■.., 
land. II 

Between July 16 and 20, a 
group of student interns 
from a program called 

Climate Summer are staying 
at the Montague First 

Congregational Church. 

The group, traveling by bicycle 
and wearing orange t-shirts, 
is opposed to new fossil fuel 
infrastructure, and plans to 

volunteer, attend local events, 
and do community outreach 
about the proposed Kinder 

Morgan pipeline. 

To get in touch with them, 
contact Rachel at reckles303@ 
yahoo.com, or (214) 537-5921. 

Join us in September ... 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - The 
huge full moon, almost pink in the 
remains of the smiset sky, hangs 
over the garden. The bats and 
swifts circle. It is still sultry at 
nine. 

The birds and our cat are chat
tering even before the light comes 
up full. I hear these happy som1ds, 
still on the edge of sleep. 'I wake 
fully at six and feeling well rested, 
decide to get up and start the day. 
It is cool now in the early morning 
although clearly the hmnidity is 
rising already. This is a great time 
to get into the garden before the 
sun is high. 

The grass is damp and cool, a 
breeze deters the mosquitoes and 
the garden waits. As I have con
fessed before, I am a lazy garden
er. 

Yesterday I pulled recalci
trant crab grass that found its way 
around the plastic mulch and then 
dropped it on the bare soil. Messy 
maybe but it can be mulch too and 
will snuff out the next eager weed 
shoots. 

Nor am I entranced by house 
cleaning. Both indoors and out I 
have learned that a little cosmetic 
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work goes a long way towards cre
ating an atmosphere of improving 
tidiness. 

Pick up the clutter in the liv
ing room and then decorate with 
a small vase of roses, and voila, 
the room looks great. Vacuum the 
grass off the rug. All is well and 
I have avoided the picky task of 
dusting a little longer. 

The fuzz of new weeds is show
ing in the row of recently sprouted 
beans. In my tidy garden days 
I'd have been after them witl1 the 
claw before they ever got off the 
ground. 

Instead I'll wait until they are 
tall enough to pull and remove en
tirely. The beans don't rnind right 
now and there are more urgent 
things to do. 

The tomatoes look hardy and 
the fruit while green is growing 
rapidly. The squashes are in bloom 
and the sweet peppers getting big
ger. 

The early morning cool is con
ducive to some cosmetic gardening. 
I grab the pruning clippers and go 
after the bittersweet which is do
ing its best to enwrap the flowering 
quince. Much neater now and we 
can see tl1e fruit which is smooth 
and becorning good sized. 

Next I enjoy the pleasure of the 
first harvest from our blueben-ies. 
These have turned out to be an in
credibly easy shrub. True, it was 
several years before tl1e year old 
plants grew big enough to bear, but 
they have asked for nothing. 

They love our acidic soil, need 
no spraying, seem to have no in
sect predators. We need only cover 
them witl1 mosquito netting when 
the fruit starts to ripen so we don't 

see SUMMERTIME page B8 

By JOE KWIECINSKI 

MONTAGUE - There's still 
time to register for Saturday's 
veterans tournament at the Thomas 
Memorial Golf and Counhy Club. 

That's the word from Chet 
Czernich of Millers Falls, who's 
aiTanging last-rninute details with 
Clubhouse Manager Bmt White and 
Jim Koldis, both of Turners Falls, 
along with the Town of Montague's 
Veterans Agent, Mai·k Fitzpah-ick. 
In case of inclement weather, the 
tourney will be staged Sunday. 

The event's format will be a 
four-person scramble, where the 
best shot of the foursome is used, 
with a "shotgun start" at 9 a.m. The 
$65 entry fee per golfer covers the 
greens fee, a cart, and hot dogs--
distr-ibuted to the golfers right out 
on the course. 

All of the money raised by the 
tournament will be employed to buy 
flags for each of the town's 1,500 
veterans' gravesites and a wreath 
for all of Montague's 14 cemeteries. 
Volm1teers will place wreaths on 
Veterans Day in November and 
flags on Memorial Day next spring. 
It's estimated that the cost of 1,500 
flags and 14 wreaths is a thousand 
dollars. 

The Depa1tment of VeterfillS 
Services, a state program, will pay 
7 5 percent of the cost of a flag. The 

DVS is administered by veterans 
agents throughout Massachusetts to 
provide cash benefits and medical 
reimbursements to veterans and 
their fa1nilies based on family 
income and asset levels, according 
to Fitzpatrick. 

"We'll get the other 25 percent," 
said Czernich, who served in the U.S. 
Navy and was stationed in DaNang 
and Chulai in 1966-67 dm-ing the 
Viemam Wai·. The proceeds of 
the tomnament will generate the 
organizers' source of funding for 
the flag and wreath project. 

"The guys from the club ai·e 
excited about this tournament," said 
Czernich. "We want to continue 
this effort next year. We have the 
ability to honor the memory of our 
veterans, so it's a labor of love." 

The tomnament will award cash 
p11zes to the first and second place 
teams. Merchants in the area have 
donated gift ce1tificates, and there 
will be a raffle at the close of the 
festivities. 

In addition, a closest shot to 
the pin contest will be held on the 
seventh and ninth holes. 

"If folks would like to take an 
individual sign dedicated to a past 
or present veteran," said Czemich, 
"they can make a donation of $25. 
We'll make up a sign and place it 
in the clubhouse for their veteran. 
A sign will also be erected on a 

tee-box or on a green to honor the 
veteran." 

Chet is sponso1-ing a sign for 
his late father, John Czernich, Sr., 
United States Ma1-ine Corps. 

Meanwhile, veterans agent 
Fitzpatr·ick is pleased to relay words 
from the district office. 

"Our district office is extremely 
pleased with the support of the 
Thomas Memodal Golf and 
Country Club in assisting to raise 
funds that will continue to honor 
our fallen brothers and sisters who 
served in the 1nilita1y, on behalf of 
the town where club members will 
assist annually in flagging graves of 
the deceased vets from Montague in 
our 14 cemeteries." 

Designed by Walter B. Hatch, the 
atti·active Thomas course opened to 
the public in 1905. 

Two sets of tees mark the course 
for varying skill levels. The layout 
measures 2,539 yards from the 
longer tees with a par 35, while the 
forward tee distance is gauged at 
2,309 yards with par also at 35. 

Tournament fees or donations 
may be dropped off at the clubhouse 
or should be mailed to Thomas 
Memorial Golf Course, Box 16, 
Turners Falls, MA 01376. For 
further info or to register for the 
tomnament, please call 413-863-
8003 or 413-659-3061. 

West Along the River 2: More Stories 
from the Connecticut River Valley 

Weather, 
Weed~, and 

Review By LYN CLARK 

MILLERS FALLS - Da
vid Brule is a raconteur par 
excellence whose sketches 
and jomnal entr·ies have ap
peai·ed over the years in The 
Montague Reporter and in 
his first book, West Along the 
River, Stories from the Con
necticut River Valley & Else
where, published in 2011. 

His latest compilation 
West Along the River 2, More 
Stories from the Connecticut 
River Valley 2014 includes 
more recent gems to delight 
his fans. 

Brule revels in the 1ninu
tiae of life at the end of the 
road where he lives in the 
house of his great grandfa
ther, and the woods and 1-iver 
just beyond where the wild 
creatures, fondly observed, 
are welcomed neighbors. 

He relates what is happen
ing on his back deck, in his 
woodland on the "Flat" and 
in his valley. He re1ninisces 
about those who have gone 
before, and relates events 
from his own life as he 
weaves the present with the 
past. 

Brule notices and che11sh
es what most of us overlook. 
He slows us down, persuades 
us to join him in observing 
the gaiter snake in the wood
pile, the way the "sun slants 

from the western horizon 
under the last clouds of the 
day," and the animal tracks in 
the woods. 

His affection and enthu
siasm for the denizens of his 
yard and woodland acres is 
contagious, as he intr·oduces 
us to Pepe the skunk and the 
"jet black gentleman" (a pur
ple grackle), the woodcocks 
and beavers, the band of Eng
lish spairnws that "squabble 
in their Cockney Old London 
slang" - all welcomed into 
his world and shared with us. 

From the chapter "De
cember Journals (Decem
ber 2011)", p. 65: "Earlier 
in the morning, outside the 
windows, shadows of win
ter birds moved in from the 
pines. 

"Small voices from the 
juncos and tr·ee spa1rnws 
tinkle and chime like delicate 

silver bells as they flit from 
the porch, gleaning their fa
v011te seeds from the mix 
tossed to them. 

"Up here in the cold room, 
neighbors' rooftops etched in 
frost ai·e visible through the 
icy swirls on the windows. 

"The welcome sun wa1ms 
the east-facing treetops first, 
and begins its journey down 
Mineral Mountain, first start
ing with the evergreens high 
up on the 1-idge where the 
redtail sm1s, to reach the val
ley floor, the silver turning to 
golden light." 

Not all the sketches ai·e 
confined to life among the 
creatures ofBrule's demesne, 
for there is a great deal that 
has tr·anspired in his valley 
and elsewhere about which 
he writes with humor and un
derstanding, accepting people 
with all their foibles the way 
he accepts his four-legged 
and feathered fi-iends. 

His writing is filled with 
snippets of history and phi
losophy as gentle as a sum
mer breeze. He re1ninisces 
about folks of a different 
generation - some he has 
known, some whose stories 
were passed down - and each 
he reveres. 

And he also draws us 
away across the ocean to Ire
land in pursuit of an ancestr·al 

see BOOK page B4 

• Wor~e yet, 

~~~~~~~~~~\-~ Groundhog~ 
By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - In fanning 
there are numerous forces whose actions and 
ways-of-being rm1 in direct opposition to yom 
own. 

There's the weather, which is still, after all 
these years, mostly unpredictable even to sci
entists. There are weeds, which, in organic 
farming, need to be killed using the ancient 
and slow methods. 

There are plant diseases like Late Blight, 
that affect the foliage of yom tomato plants 
and result in the fruit juicing itself into a 
pulpy mess on the vine, kind of like a plastic 
bag filled with rotting tomato pmee. 

And the actors in this push-and-pull drama 
change really fast, too quickly to allow one 
to become comfortable with the odds. Like 
the Spotted Wing Drosophilia for example, a 
neai-Iy invisible fruit fly that turns raspben-ies 
to mush. It blew into the region for the first 
time with Tropical Sto1m Irene in 2011. 

But there are still the old stand-bys, the wily 
mammals you imagine fa1m-y clad, pitchfork
wielding farmers shaking their dusty fists at 
as they escape into the brush. We've sme got 
one of these big funy problems at my fa1m 
- yes, we have a groundhog c11sis. 

We planted melons, peppers, cucumbers, 
zucchini, and smnmer squash in the field un
der Mt. Sugaifoaf. It's a beautiful field, bor
dered on two sides by thick tr·ees, the 1-iver 
behind with Sugarloaf's weird geomeh-ically 

improbable tower leaning over it all. 
The plants were growing along just great, 

the peppers putting on new growth, leaves and 
flowers, the cucmbits expanding their tendrils 
into the wheel tr·acks. 

All was well, that is, m1til the groundhogs 
showed up. They started in with post-hiberna
tion appetite on the beds closest to the woods, 
on opposite sides of the field, then moved in
wards. 

Mostly they ate the melon plants. There 
was no fiuit but maybe they didn't realize that 
that was the point anyway. They ate the stems 
and the leaves, leaving the plants looking like 
fiuit trees pruned by an amnesiac French or
chai·dist. 

Our first response was to cover two beds 
on either end of the field with row cover, in 
hopes that the rodents would not venture too 
far from the shelte11ng tr·ees. This gambit 
mostly failed. 

Groundhogs are rodents of the ma1mot 
fa1nily. Regional dialects sometimes refer to 
them as woodchucks, whistle-pigs, or land
beavers. They ai·e definitely not gophers or 
moles. 

They usually live for about six yeai·s but can 
apparently live three times as long when do
mesticated. According to "The Life of Mam
mals," by D. Attenborough, "A [groundhog's] 
strategy for dealing with seasonal plenty is to 
eat as much as possible and store the surplus 
nutrients as fat." 

see MARMOTS page B4 
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Pet of 
the 

Week 
I am a sweet, young 

girl who loves to have 
her neck and head pet
ted. 

I have lived with peo
ple of a variety of ages 
and have loved them 
all; however, I do prefer 
children with mellow BLACK DIAMOND 
personalities. 

I have experience living in a 
home where I got to enjoy the 
warmth of the home when I wanted 
it, and went outside to play when I 
wanted to stretch my legs. 

I have lived with other cats but 
have never lived with dogs, but I 
should be OK with either, if given 

a slow introduction. 
If you think I might be the girl 

for you please ask a staff member 
for more information. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
July 21 through 25 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen

te1; 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at 
Noon. Meal reservations must be 
made one day in advance by 11 
am. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Supre
nant. 

For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Mes
sages can be left on our machine 
when the center is closed. 

Monday7/21 
9 a m. Foot Clinic by appointment 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Noon Pot Luck & Bingo 
1 p.m. NO Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 7 /22 
9:30 a.m. NO Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday 7 /23 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health 
Screening 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 7 /24 
9 am. Tai Chi 
11 am. Sing-Along w/ Morningstar 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 7/25 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Aerobics 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 

and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon
day through Friday from 8:30 am. 
to 2:30 pm. for activities and con
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at ( 413) 423-3308, 
for meal information and reserva
tions. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call the Center to confirm ac
tivities, schedule a ride, or find out 
when is the next blood pressure 
clinic. 

Monday7/21 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Noon Movie 
Tuesday 7 /22 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 7 /23 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 7 /24 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Posture Perfect 
Noon Cards 
Friday 7/25 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes
day for a reservation. 
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Turners Falls-based 
sculptor Tim de 

Christopher explains 
his sculpture, ''Fruit 
Of Our Labors," 
at the DeCordova 

Sculpture Park and 
Museum in Uncoln 

on June 28. 

Many of the items 
included in the 
sculpture came 
from finds in 
Turners Falls. 

Buz on the Constitution Brecht on the Connecticut 
On Tuesday, July 29, Attorney Buz Eisenberg will 

draw on his experience representing Guantanamo de
tainees to exalnine the implications of a judicial sys
tem which operates outside American constitutional 
guarantees. 

A new addition to summer entertainment this year, 
competing with the Berkshires, is the Silverthorne The
ater Company, with David Rowland and Lucinda Kid
der introducing professional smnmer theater in the Con
necticut Valley. Kidder recently directed Peter Shaffer's 
"Black Comedy". Eisenberg, an Ashfield resident and town modera

tor, teaches law and government at Greenfield Com
munity College and practices law in Northampton. 
He will explore the question of whether the US has 
entered a "post-constitutional era." 

The next production of the Silverthorne Theater 
Company will be "The Caucasian Chalk Circle" by Ber
tolt Brecht, directed by David Rowland. Performances 
will be Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 24-26, at 
8 p m. at the Chiles Theater, on the Northfield Mount 
Hermon campus in Gill. 

The program, part of the annual Charlemont Fo
mm, will be held at the Charlemont Federated Church 
and will begin at 7 p.m. The theme of this year's Fo
mm is "Threats to American Democracy." 

For further information, contact: Peter J. Purdy at 
(413) 339-4301. 

Tickets for general adlnission are $12 pre-show, $15 
at the door, students/seniors $10. For information and 
reservations, call (413) 576-7514, or go to www.silver
thornetheater.org. 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Is it possible to donate your own 
blood to yourself? 

Yes you can. This is called 
"autologous" blood donation. It's 
done in the weeks before non
emergency surgery. The blood is 
stored until the operation. 

Autologous donation is most 
often employed in surgery on bones, 
blood vessels, the urinary tract, and 
the heart, when the likelihood of 
transfusion is high. 

This form of blood donation 
is good for the patient, but it's 
beneficial to society, too. 

People over the age of 69 require 
half of all whole blood and red 
blood cells transfused, according to 
the National Blood Data Resource 
Center (NBDRC). Giving blood to 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Learning About Blood 
yourself cuts down on the demand 
for blood. 

Typically, each donated unit of 
blood, refeITed to as whole blood, is 
separated into multiple components, 
such as red blood cells, plasma, 
platelets, and antihemophilic factor, 
for transfusion to individuals with 
different needs. 

With an aging population and 
advances in medical treatments 
requiring blood transfusions, the 
demand for blood is increasing. On 
any given day, more than 40,000 
units of red blood cells are needed. 

Volunteers donate almost all 
the blood transfused in the United 
States. Using cuITent screening and 
donation procedures, a growing 
number of blood banks have found 
blood donation by seniors to be safe 
and practical; if you're a geezer, you 
probably can help the cause. 

To be eligible to donate blood, 
a person must be in good health. 
In general, donors must weigh at 
least 110 pounds. Most blood banks 
have no upper age limit. Donors 
are screened for AIDS, hepatitis, 
other diseases, and other possible 
problems. 

Adult males have about 12 pints 
ofblood in their circulation and adult 
females have about nine pints. 

The donor's body replenishes the 

fluid lost from donation in about 24 
hours. The red blood cells that are 
lost are generally replaced in a few 
weeks. Whole blood can be donated 
once every eight weeks . 

Q. What is the most common blood 
type? 

The approximate distribution of 
blood types in the US population 
is shown below. Distribution may 
be different for specific racial and 
ethnic groups. 

0 Rh-positive - 39 percent 
0 Rh-negative - 9 percent 
A Rh-positive - 31 percent 
A Rh-negative - 6 percent 
B Rh-positive - 9 percent 
B Rh-negative - 2 percent 
AB Rh-positive - 3 percent 
AB Rh-negative - 1 percent 

In an emergency, anyone can 
receive type O red blood cells, and 
type AB individuals can receive 
red blood cells of any ABO type. 
Therefore, people with type O blood 
are known as "universal donors," 
and those with type AB blood are 
known as "universal recipients." 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org 
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Hampshire ~in.g Services \!J~ established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
Heruin,g and Hearing A id Tcchno!Qgy Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Car~ & 

Patience To Optituize Social lnteraction 

As au Audiology practice, 
it's who we arc and what we do 

241 Kiog Str=, Suite J 19 (l'Ot Pourri Plazal Nortlwmptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
1 ~2 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
4 I l-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HalIKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863 .4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834,2201 

•rJil11 Pr cKLEs 1 

Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

Upinngil1 and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774,2600 Greenfield, MA 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mIchael muller 
owner 
413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 
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Read 'Em and Weep. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

"I had a dream last night," said 
Creon darkly. He paused to toss an
other log on the fire. A cold wind 
was blowing through the bike shop. 
Everyone had fallen silent. 

We could hear the dull, clin
quant noise of the bicycle rims 
knocking up against each other in 
the air above our heads, filling the 
room with a faint and constant din. 
In the stove, the fire blazed. 

"Tell us your dream." 
"I was alone by the river." 
"Not that dream again," mut

tered Jack, under his breath. 
Creon tumed toward him, scowl

ing, and began to reach across the 
table, scattering buttons and bottle 
caps, sand dollars and the rawhide 
laces the twins had tossed on the 
top of the pile. 

Jack tilted back on two legs, 
bringing his chair too close to the 
glowing stove pipe, and quickly set 
it down again. 

This caused a stir in the restless 
bike wheels hanging from the ceil
ing, setting them in motion, ring
ing up against each other in dense, 
confused formations. 

Creon reached for the bottle of 
whiskey. He hooked it with one 
forefinger, and dragged it back 
across the wom green tabletop to 
his side. 

"Yes, that one," said Creon. He 
was glaring across the table now at 
me, as ifl were somehow to blame. 
He took a long pull from the bottle, 
without taking his eyes off mine. 

Creon said, "In my dream, I was 
standing in the middle of the river, 
with water rushing by me on both 
sides. I had my legs again. But I 
could not move." 

I looked away. 
We never spoke about the acci

dent that had claimed his son, any 
more than we talked about the war 
that had deprive him of his limbs. 

But we knew the sound of run
ning water made Creon mad. We 
avoided his bike store on rainy 
days, and we were careful to jiggle 
the handle when we used the toilet 
in the washroom in back. 

"And in the water, ropes of water 
serpents, all coiled up and twisted 
together, braided up so tight they 
tumed bright green and swelled 

MIKE SLIVA ILLUSTRATION 

up above the surface of the water," 
said Creon. ''They watched me 
with their black and greedy eyes. I 
reached out my hands ... " 

Jack backed up again as Cre
on demonstrated. I was afraid he 
would singe his coat. 

"I took hold of the rope snakes. 
One in each hand. I took them by 
the throat." He grabbed the nearest 
thing at hand, a warped steel wheel 
leaning against the woodbox, "and 
squeezed ... and squeezed ... " 

The little bullet-shaped threaded 
caps at the spoke ends began turn
ing loose, slowly at first, as Creon 
squeezed. 

Then they went shooting off in 
all directions, ricocheting off the 
walls and causing the twins to duck 
and throw their hands above their 
heads. 

" ... Until their eyes popped out," 
said Creon grimly. 

"But in the wind I heard a lonely 
voice cry, far away but right beside 
me, 'Father. Father. You have done 
this to me. You let me leam from 
my mistakes. You let me lie in bed 
with snakes. You let me sink. You 
let me swim. Oh father, is it time 
now to come in?"' 

His speech ended. Creon took 
another drink from the bottle, put 
his head down in his hand and be
gan to sob. 

Castro and Paul X raised their 
heads and looked at one another 
sheepishly. 

Jack set his chair back down and 
ruffled the undealt cards. 

I got up and walked over to the 
beer cooler and took a bottle out of 
the ice and popped its top off in the 
brass monkey's jaws, causing the 
room to fill with wild laughter. 

As I sat back down and drank 
from the bottle, I could not help 
staring at the steel bike wheel Cre
on had discarded by the stove. He 
had squeezed it into a figure eight. 

"More whiskey?" asked Jack 
after a while, extending the bottle 
tome. 

"Sure," I said. "Why not? The 
day is young." 

Jack dealt the cards. I watched 
the steel rim glow orange where it 
touched the stove, then red. 

Continued next week. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Caller Reports That Turners Falls Is In 
Danger of Becoming "Another Holyoke" 

Monday, 6/ 30 

12:56 a.m. Caller witnessed 
male subject attempting to 
sell Italian shoes, fake flow
ers, and other items from 
a baby carriage outside 
the Rendezvous earlier in 
the evening. Caller claims 
that a friend reported these 
items stolen from her porch 
and posted a photo of the 
subject, who the caller rec
ognized, on Facebook. Sus
pect located and spoken to. 
10:03 a.m. Report of ine
briated female seeking help 
jump-starting vehicle then 
driving away from Jarvis 
Pools; last seen headed 
down Unity Hill. Area 
search negative. 
1 :00 p.m. Subject reported 
being solicited for dona
tions to Franklin County 
Home Care Corporation by 
a suspicious subject on Av
enue A. Dispatch contacted 
FCHCC, who confirmed 
that they do not have any 
employees soliciting dona
tions. Referred to a officer. 
1: 18 p.m. Caller who is 
pregnant and has 8 year 
old child reports that they 
encounter a subject smok
ing marijuana daily at the 
Third Street/ Avenue A 
bus stop. Officer checked 
on subject and found that 
he was smoking tobacco 
out of a pipe. Investigated. 
'l;:38 p.m. Caller reports 
that his apartment on 
Third Street was broken 
into today and that a party 
!mown to him admitted to 
stealing items. Officer was 
able to identify photo of 
suspect based upon past 
professional dealings. In
vestigated. 
9:36 p.m. Caller was paint
ing a fence on Avenue A and 
her spray paint can is now 
missing. Report taken. 
10:19 p.m. Report of fight 
in progress at Avenue A 
and Fifth Street: approxi
mately 20 people involved; 
no weapons seen. Officers 
pursued group to Third 
Street, where several indi
viduals entered a building 
and would not answer door. 
Statements taken. A sum
mons for arrest on charges 
of assault with a danger
ous weapon and disorderly 
conduct was issued. 
Tuesday, '711 
3: 19 p.m. Suspicious ve
hicle pumping water from 
a hydrant on West Min
eral Road. Party spoken to; 
town has meter on hydrant 
as he is filling his swim
ming pool. 
11 :21 p.m. Caller reporting 
vehicle driving through 
woods and under the bridge 
on Newton Street into Er
ving. Caller can hear trees 
and brush breaking as ve-

hide drives. Unable to lo
cate. 
Wednesday, '7 I z 
6:25 a.m. Two reports 
of vehicles damaged by 
a large downed tree limb 
in Montague City Road 
just before General Pierce 
Bridge. Limb removed by 
DPW 
7:26 a.m. Employee caught 
stealing money from Scot
ty's Convenience Store. 
Employee returned money 
and resigned position. No 
charges filed. 
12:30 p.m. Altercation be
tween male and female at 
Avenue A and Third Street. 
Female reportedly accused 
the male of owing her 
money and tried to take a 
tent he was carrying. Male 
states he grabbed tent back 
from female, scratching her 
in the process, following 
which the female burned 
him in the shoulder with a 
cigarette. Parties spoken to 
and advised of options. 
'i<: 10 p.m. Caller from 
Greenfield asking that 
MPD be on lookout for his 
lost dog, a male Shiba Inu 
who looks like a baby fox 
and may have headed into 
Montague. 
'i<:31< p.m. Report of man
hole cover being lifted up 
by water on Avenue A just 
past Food City. 
6:30 p.m. Caller from West 
Street found a deceased 
Greyhound in her mother's 
back yard. Dispatch was 
able to contact dog's own
er, who retrieved him. 
Thursday, '7 / 3 

8: 12 a.m. Multiple reports 
of a tree on wires hang
ing low over Route '1;7 
just north of the cross
over. Road closed while 
WMECO and DPW sum
moned. Issue resolved; 
road reopened. 
10:25 a.m. Caller con
cerned for occupants of 
motor boat that are in the 
water on the wrong side of 
the buoys approaching the 
Turners Falls Dam. Officer 
confirmed that there were 
several First Light boats in 
the water; no problems. 
10:27 a.m. Caller request
ing to speak with an offi
cer regarding a dispute she 
had with her housemate's 
boyfriend yesterday about 
shoes and toilet paper. Ad
vised of options. 
10:'1<2 a.m. Report of a 
"strange animal" in yard 
on Turners Falls Road. 
Animal control officer lo
cated animal (mangy fox), 
who ran off and hid upon 
ACO's arrival. ACO ad
vised that animal does not 
pose a risk to the public at 
this time. 
[ missing page with 14 calls J 

7:16 p.m. Complaint re
garding Avenue A resident 
who is outside yelling at 
passersby, including chil
dren, asking for cigarettes 
and screaming and yelling 
obscenities at them. Party 
advised of complaint; will 
move inside due to impend
ing thunderstorm. 
7 :'1;2 p.m. Caller reports see
ing several youths on Hill
crest Elementary School 
property, including two on 
roof. Officers spoke to four 
parties, one of whom ad
mitted to being on roof. 
8:10 p.m. After hitting and 
damaging a fire hydrant 
and a porch on West Main 
Street, 

arrested and charged with 
operating under the influ
ence of liquor ( 3rd offense); 
operating under the influ
ence of drugs; operating 
to endanger; marked lanes 
violation; failure to stop for 
a stop sign; speeding; and 
two counts of wanton de
struction of property over 
$250. 
Friday, '7 / 4 

Many calls regarding fire
works. 
2:58 p.m. Multiple reports 
of a fight in progress on 
Third Street. Callers ad
vised that fight was physi
cal and that the involved 
parties mentioned weapons, 
specifically brass knuckles. 
Officers on scene; gather
ing dispersed. 
Saturday, '7 / 5 

10:52 a.m. Complaint re
garding subject yelling and 
screaming at passersby on 
Avenue A. Officer advised 
subject not to yell at people 
passing by. Subject then 
yelled at officer. 
7:09 p.m. Fire alarm on 
Fourth Street; heavy smoke 
in apartment. TFFD on 
scene. 
9:23 p.m. Officers en route 
to Railroad Salvage for 
possible fireworks. Unable 
to locate. 
9:26 p.m. Male taken into 
protective custody near 
Railroad Salvage and 
transported to hospital. 
Sunday, '7 / 6 

5:09 a.m. Report that 
flags and flowers had been 
pulled up at Greenfield 
Savings Bank. Flags put 
back in place; a few mums 
damaged. 
2:00 p.m. Report of repeat
ed vandalism to real estate 
"For Sale" signs on Ripley 
Road. Referred to an of
ficer. 
2:26 p.m. Driver of errati
cally operated vehicle near 
fish ladder removed to hos
pital for evaluation. 
10:12 p.m. Brush fire on 
Old Northfield Road. 

MCFD on scene. Fire ex
tinguished. 
Monday, '7/'7 
8: 18 p.m. Landlord on M 
Street requested officer to 
be present while she ac
cessed apartment to inves
tigate a leak. Tenant had 
plugged drain and left wa
ter running for 1<-5 hours. 
Extensive damage to 2nd 
and 3rd floor apartments. 
Landlord advised of op
tions. 
10:51 p.m. After stealing 
a bike and causing a dis
turbance, a 26 year old 
Turners Falls woman was 
taken into protective cus
tody, then released. Bike 
returned to owner. 
11 :27 p.m. Strong odor of 
gas in Fourth Street apart
ment. Berkshire Gas on 
scene. 
Tuesday, '7 I 8 

3:31; a.m. Female 911 call
er reported finding a four 
year old boy walking by 
himself, barefoot, on Av
enue A. Parents located on 
Third Street and reunited 
with child. 
6: 12 a.m. Report of break
ing and entering at gate 
house off of First Street 
under bridge. Referred to 
an officer. 
1 :32 p.m. Caller reported 
seeing someone "snorting 
cocaine" while sitting near 
the statue in Skinner Parle 
Officer spoke to party; 
nothing suspicious noted. 
Party moved along. 
3:33 p.m. Mountain bike 
reported stolen from porch 
on Griswold Street. Re
ferred to an officer. 

rested on a straight war
rant and charged with car
rying a dangerous weapon 
and illegal possession of a 
Class C substance, subse
quent offense. 
6:20 p.m. Caller complain
ing that there are several 
broken-down vehicles in 
the Fourth Street parking 
lot, that this is causing a 
blight on the downtown 
area, and that Turners 
Falls is in danger of be
coming "another Holyoke." 
Officer checked parking lot 
and found only one vehicle 
that appeared to be under
going repairs; otherwise, 
the area was tidy. 
Wednesday, '7 I 9 

7:22 a.m. Reports of ha
rassment on Fourth Street. 
Investigated. 
7:1; 1 a.m. Complaint re
garding neighbor on 
Fourth Street yelling since 
'l;-'i<:30 a.m. Officers advised 
neighbor to keep it down. 
Neighbor stated she had 

see MPD page B4 
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DOLAN & Dbl:AN 
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INTERIOP/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASE.S 
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been talking on the 
phone and has to speak 
loudly as she is hard of 
hearing. 

Saturday, '7 IIZ Sunday, '7 /13 7: 17 

a.m. Complaint that 
worker on Greenfield 
Road has been using 
a weedwacker for the 
past half hour and is 
disturbing the peace. 
Area search negative. 
2:38 p.m. Caller con
cerned that person 
who responded to his 
for sale ad for a camper 
on Craigslist might be 
part of a hoax or scam. 
Advised of options. 

12:21 a.m. A highly 
intoxicated Erving 
woman was tal,en into 
protective custody. 

Friday, '1 / 11 

12:29 a.m. Subject on 
White Bridge removed 
to hospital. 
2:20 p.m. Tractor 
trailer carrying 17,000 

pounds of freight hit 
a utility pole at Mill
ers Falls Road and 
Lyman Street. TFFD 
and WMECO advised. 
Road closed briefly. Ve
hicle moved. All clear. 
10:16 p.m. Domestic 
disturbance in Millers 
Falls. Investigated. 

1:16 p.m. Complaint 
that neighbor's dog ap
proached caller in yard 
on Central Street and 
behaved aggressively. 
Advised of options. 
1:16 p.m. Truck stuck 
in ditch near Railroad 
Salvage. Operator has 
friend en route to help. 
10:09 p.m. Report of 
men "howling like 
wolves" and disturb
ing the peace in alley 
behind Fourth Street 
residence. Unable to 
locate. 

11 :30 p.m. Loose sheep 
on Federal Street near 
Ripley Road. Officers 
were able to get all 
sheep in sight into the 
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BOOK from page 81 

thatched cottage, and to Paris in 
springtime for some further ances
tral neighborhood rambling (the 
gentleman's DNA is a melting pot 
fed by many nationalities and eth
nicities), and on to Brittany, where 
''we danced our circular rhythmic, 
ancient steps of the an dro on the 
di1t floor of a massive barn out 
into the farming countiy, while the 
clock ticked as always, breaking 
the silence in the old house on the 
Flat four thousand miles away." 

And then - just as a traveler 
would be - we are whisked back to 
the safety and embrace of Brnle's 
home "on the Flat," where his
to1y confers a sense of belonging, 
a benediction from ancestors still 
present in spirit, on loan to us by 
the author. 

There is a pervasive sense 
throughout the sketches of time-

lessness: sunrise, sunset, the cycli
cal nature of the seasons, of holi
days, of bird migrations, even the 
replacing - again - of boards on 
the back deck, an overlapping of 
the present by the past, the pull of 
the ancestors and friends long gone, 
the ceaseless flow of the river and 
the inevitable return of the author 
to the home of his forebears. 

The book is filled with vignettes 
that this reviewer likes to read at 
bedtime. There is in them a quiet 
nostalgia, a sly sense of humor, and 
a gentle, lyrical quality that man
ages to redirect the mind and emo
tions away from the annoyances of 
the day. 

These sketches will not put you 
to sleep, and you may not be able 
to stop with just one, but the im
ages with which you finally drift 
off will be ve1y beautiful 1~1 
indeed. ■ 

~ 
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NORTHERN ROUTES NEW MUSIC FESTIVAL COMES TO FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Thursday, Jufy 31 

At the Brick House, Turners Falls-7 to 9 p.m. 
MV & EE, Head Of Wantastiquet, Village of Spaces 

At the Rendezvous, Turners Falls -9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Zzones, Doug Tuttle, Kohoutek 

Friday, August I 
At the 1794 Meetinghouse in New Salem - Doors at 4 p.m. 

Glenn Jones, Marissa Nadler, Glitter Pen, Matt Weston, Trevor Heafy, 
Boowinkies, Twilight Tipi, Passerine, Matt Krefling 

Saturday August 2 
At the 1794 Meetinghouse in New Salem - Doors at 2 p.m. 

Peter Stampfel, Juan Wauters, Metal Mountains, Crystalline Roses Band, 
Samara Lubelski, Tarp, Willie Lane, Tongue Oven, Hallock Hill, Holy Vex 

The line-up features a diverse roster of musicians, performing ambient 
free improvisatory, folk, rock and even early music. 

Advance tickets are now available at 1794meetinghouse.org. 
One-day tickets are $20, and a two-day pass is priced at $35. Two-day 
ticket holders will include admission to Thursday's opening-night event 
at the Brick House Community Resource Center and the Rendezvous in 

Turners Falls; tickets to these shows will be $5 at the door. 

More information on the artists and the festival is available at 
www.facehook.com/northernroutes 

Northern Routes New Music Festival is made possible with the generous 
support of the North Quabbio Garlic & Arts Festival, The Rendezvous, 

John Doe, Jr. Records (Greenfield), and Artisan Beverage Cooperative. 

)1(QXO)~ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here :S the way it was on July 22, 2004: News from 

the Montague Repo1ter:S archive. 

Grants Awarded to 
Turners Falls Organizations 

The Brick House Community Resource Center 
and Montague Catholic Social Ministries received 
funds from community development block grants 
totaling $101,500. The grants were awarded through 
the state's Small Cities Program, which awards towns 
like Montague federal funds for community improve
ment and enhancement. 

The grants will fund ongoing a1ts programs, and 
foster collaborations between artists and community 
residents, as well as aid in the revitalization of down
town Turners Falls. 

With the goals of increasing economic and lead
ership development oppo1tunities for teenagers, the 
grant of $50,500 to fund the Brick House's program 
will include multimedia technology including video 
cameras, audio tapes, and digital photography, in
spired by the ve1y successful Avenue A Music Proj
ect that took place in the fall of 2003. 

The Montague Catholic Social Ministries aims 
to use the award of $51,000 to bring local residents, 
women, children, and families together to create 
community through a1t. 

Town administrator Frank Abbondanzio said that 
culture and the ruts are impo1tant components of the 
town's revitalization effo1ts. 

"With the grants, we hope to see a continuation of 
programs that have proven their effectiveness over 
many years. Both of these agencies have provided a 
valuable resource to the community." 

Debt Exclusion Vote 
Scheduled in Gill 

A vote was scheduled in Gill for September 14, 
to detennine whether or not to bo1rnw $245,000 in 
order to purchase the 12 acres of Mariamante land. 
The selectboard views the land as one of the prime 
locations for commercial or industi-ial development. 

The nearly unanimous vote at the town meeting in 
June in favor of purchasing the prope1ty, in addition 
to the debt exclusion vote are both needed to transact 
the purchase. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 
MARMOTS from page 81 

Man Climbing Under Bridge Arrested 
Tuesday, 6/1 '7 

8:26 p.m. Criminal applica
tion issued to 

for operating a motor ve
hicle with a revoked regis
tration and no insurance. 
Wednesday, 6/18 
1:19 a.m. Assisted North
field PD: trailer hauling 
hay caught fire on Route 
63. 

6:38 p.m. Arrested 39-

year-old Lillians Way man 
for domestic assault and 
intimidation of a witness. 
Thursday, 6/19 
2:1<0 p.m. Report of youths 
jumping off Dorsey Road 
foot bridge. Spoke with 
same. 
5 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

operating a motor vehicle 
with a revoked registration 
and no insurance. 
6:30 p.m. Criminal appli
cation issued to 

for operating a motor 
vehicle with a revoked reg
istration and no insurance. 

Saturday, 6/Zl 

6:26 p.m. Report of van
dalism to windshield on 
Old State Road. 
Sunday, 6/ zz 
1 :16 a.m. Assisted Mon
tague PD with domestic 
disturbance on Bridge 
Street in Millers Falls. 
Friday, 6/ Z'7 
8:16 p.m. Criminal applica
tion issued to 

operating a motor vehicle 
with a licensed revoked for 
OUI. 
Saturday, 6/ ZS 

9: 11 p.m. Report of fire
works on North Street. 
Unable to locate. 
Sunday, 6/ Z9 

2:20 p.m. Report of man 
under the girders on the 
French King Bridge. Ar-

for tres
passing and disturbing the 
peace. 
1:20 p.m. Loose pit bull in 
Central Street residents' 
yard. Advised animal con
trol. 

Monday, 6/ 30 

7:18 p.m. Disturbance at 
Lillian's Way residence. 
Found to be verbal, sub
jects calm. 
Wednesday, '7/Z 
3 p.m. Report of tractor 
trailer unit hitting build
ing on Main Street. 
1:16 p.m. Multiple lines 
and wires reported down 
on North Street. 
Thursday, '7 / 3 

S:55 a.m. Report of tractor 
trailer unit spilling diesel 
fuel on roadway. Trucking 
company advised and will 
clean up spill. 
10 a.m. Arrested 

Road for a court warrant, 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a revoked registra
tion, no inspection, and no 
msurance. 
6:50 p.m. Disturbance 
on East Prospect Street. 
Woman yelling at the sky 
transported to Franklin 
Medical Center. Assisted 
on scene. 
8:16 p.m. Tree down on 
power lines, Moore Street. 

Assisted Erving FD and 
Highway on scene. 
9:30 p.m. Mutual aid to 
Montague: car crashed in to 
a fire hydrant and porch on 
West Main Street. 

warrants. 
Saturday, '715 
11 p.m. Fireworks in Erv
ing Center. Advised sub
jects to discontinue and 
clean up mess. 
Monday, '7 /'7 

6:35 a.m. Report of tires 
slashed at Northfield Road 
residence. Looked flat but 
unable to confirm vandal
ism. 
7 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

, for oper
ating a motor vehicle with 
a revoked registration and 
no msurance. 
9:20 p.m. Abandoned 911 

call from Central Street 
residence. Found to be 
resident with bat in the 
house. 

This is the crnx of our issue with 
them as an ag11cultural pest. The 
groundhog is just tiying to eat like 
it's a kid at a Pizza Hut lunch buffet 
to survive the winter. 

A different season several years 
ago resulted in two confinned 
groundhog fatalities. 

It's a complicated thing to catch 
a groundhog. And it's especially so 
when the landowner doesn't allow 
one to set traps, based on an ex
ti·emely uncivil encounter between 
the farmer and the landowner's be
loved dog. 

But the groundhogs in this case, 
probably through poor decision
making due to hunger ( do all mam
mals get hang1y?), becaine stuck, 
trapped in row cover. 

And when they were discovered 
the following morning, a stinup 
hoe propelled by lots of pent-up 
rage was used to end their lives. 

So far our multi-year gaine of 
Battleship with the groundhogs is 
undecided. We've managed to off 
a few of them in cold blood, and 
they've managed to come back 
year after year to gorge themselves 
on the new years' planting. 

And the neighbors continue to 
play both sides of the conflict, en-

suring that no quick conclusion to 
this oldest-of-conflicts results. 

For a while I thought that it 
might go on this way, an ongoing 
Cold War between two differently 
successful mammals. 

I believed this until just this past 
week when, looking for a pair of 
pliers in the tool shop, I acciden
tally came across a bright yellow 
cone, maybe 18" high, which stated 
simply but with law-enforcement
like assurance, "KILL MOLES 
AND GOPHERS." 

The cone's instrnctions urged 
one to locate an "active" tunnel, 
raise the cone high overhead like 
a dagger, and plunge it into the 
ground, discharging a "poison pea
nut" directly into the gopher or 
mole's home tunnel. 

I felt a little sad at first, feeling 
like some kind of unw11tten rnle 
had been broken, like we'd decided 
to throw out the Geneva Conven
tion of vegetable growing. 

But then I looked a second 
time at the Sweeney's brand poi
son-peanut dispenser and realized 
that they'd have their shot - no 
groundhog worth its teeth would 
ever confuse itself with Sea/opus 

aquaticus. II 
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Boston Globe States: 
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Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 
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"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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Thus, she suggested, the cmTent 
measmements amount to a "public 
taking" without going through the 
appropriate legal process. 

Adams also noted that a proposed 
request to the Franklin Regional 
Council on Governments to change 
the cuffent right of way had not yet 
been implemented and that town of
ficials, including Building Inspector 
David Jensen, had shown "ill will" 
toward the Adamses." 

After a bit more discussion Build
ing Inspector Jensen stated that the 
actual position of Hatchery Road is 
"undetennined": "We're here today 
as a result of an inability to know 
what Hatche1y Road is." 

Selectboard member Michael 
Nelson noted that he believed the 
board had already voted to petition 
the Franklin Regional Com1cil on 
Governments to begin the process of 
updating the right of way, which he 
suggested should be fifty feet. 

After consulting the minutes of 
the meeting, his recollection proved 
to be coffect. Nelson asked that town 
Adininistrator Frank Abbondanzio 
implement the previous motion. 

Turners Falls Eateries 
Next in line was Lami Ellis of 

Kali Bs Wings and Tirings. Ellis 
requested that the managers name 
on the liquor license be changed to 
her name, a request approved by the 
board. 

Next on the agenda were AI1hm 
Binaco, Meredith Merchant and 
Ashley Arthm who were requesting 
a liquor license for a new "Emope
an-style cafe" at 37 Third Street in 
TW'llers. The business will be locat
ed at the old "Thrive Project" across 

from the Brick House. 
Concern was expressed by neigh

borhood residents, who generally 
were suppo1tive of the proposal, 
about the impact of the new business 
on parking. 

John MacNamara, who recently 
pm-chased a building on Trurd and 
Avenue A, stated he "personally had 
no problem" finding a space in the 
area. He also noted that the youth 
sculptme park on Tlurd and Canal 
streets was "eventually" destined to 
be a parking lot. 

The Selectboard endorsed the li
cense request. 

Pipeline Duly Opposed 
Roy Rosenblatt and Lee Wicks 

next requested that the board en
dorse a statement they had brought 
to the meeting opposing the con
struction of a natural gas pipeline 
through Montague. 

The board, wruch has already 
voted not to allow the pipeline com
pany Kinder Morgan to smvey on 
town prope1ty, endorsed the state
ment. 

Newer Older People Ineligible 
Next up was John Reynolds who 

is attempting to put the final touches 
on the implementation of the so
called "Golden Cane" award, which 
is given to the oldest citizen in a 
town. 

The question Reynolds wanted 
the board to resolve was whether the 
oldest citizens needed to be a long
term resident or, perhaps, might 
have just moved here prior to receiv
ing the cane. 

He noted that recipients in other 
towns had been new residents who 
then passed away immediately after 
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being given the award. 
"You are making trus golden 

cane sound like the kiss of death," 
declared board member Mark Fair
brother. 

The board voted that the cane 
should be given to someone who 
had resided in town for at least ten 
years. 

Shea Lease Extended 
By this time the meeting was 

literally packed not with potential 
golden cane recipients but residents 
who seemed to be in their teens. 

The reason, it became clear, was 
that the cmTent lease of the popular 
Shea Theater was at risk. It seems 
that the lease had required a one 
year prior notice to renew, which the 
Theater had failed to give. 

Michael Glazier, 

the Shea president, 

noted that the theater 

was hooked into 

Sumn1er 2015, and 

uncertainty of an RFP 

ntight underntine 

the viability of the 

sun1mer schedule. 

Town Adininistrator Frank Ab
bondanzio stated that he had re
ceived a legal opinion from town 
coW1Sel stating that the lease would 
have to be put out to bid, requiring a 
"Request For Proposals" (RFP). 

He recommended that the board 
sign an interim agreement with the 

Theater until May 1 of 2015. 
Tins idea elicited a variety of 

concerns from Selectboard mem
bers, the staff of the Shea, and its 
suppo1ters in the audience. 

Michael Glazier, the Shea presi
dent, noted that theater was in fact 
booked into the Smnmer of 2015 
and that the unce1tainty of an RFP 
might unde1mine the viability of the 
smnmer schedule. 

Nick Waynelovich, founder and 
president of Ja'Duke Center For the 
Pe1fonningArts, questioned whether 
an RFP was necessaiy under Chapter 
30B, the state procmement law. He 
asked for a written legal opi11ion. 

Michael Nelson moved that the 
cuffent lease be extended m1til the 
end of 2015, and that the town re
quest a written legal opinion from 
town counsel on the RFP issue. 

The motion was approved una11i
mously. 

Library Staff 
Libra1y Director Linda Hickman 

requested that the board increase the 
homs of employee Scott Schmith 
from 17 to 26. 

Schmith is actually being trans
feffed to a new position. The library 
is in the process of filling ms old po
sition, according to Hickman. 

The request was approved by 
the board, acting as the Persollllel 
Boai·d. 

Other Business 
Town Planner Walter Ramsey 

came before the boai·d with a num
ber of requests, including the award
ing of the Senior Center Plalllling 
Study contract ($60,000) to the ar
chitects Caitlin and Petrovich and 
the creation of a se11ior center plan-

B5 

11ing committee. 
The contract was approved, but 

the plalllling committee was put 
on hold pending the appointment 
of citizens representing all the vil
lages. 

Ramsey also requested that the 
board provisionally approve a by
law change making 11th Street a 
''Neighborhood Business District". 
The change was approved so the is
sue could be sent on to the Plamung 
Boai·d for more discussion. 

Michael Nelson requested that 
the permit for the Pumpkinfest event 
be moved along Avenue A to First 
Street now that the bridge to Gill is 
open. 

The boai·d agreed. Town Adinin
istrator 

Frank Abbonanzio requested a 
cell phone stipend for Jacob Lapean 
who will be the new Resomce Offi
cer at the Franklin County Technical 
School. 

He also requested that the boai·d 
execute the Memorandum of Under
standing with the Franklin Comity 
Solid Waste District for the removal 
of sludge from the water pollution 
control facility. 

Abbondanzio stressed that the 
ainount of sludge has been signifi
cantly reduced by illllovations at the 
plant. 

Finally, the board approved a 
request to refinance $1,653,000 in 
general obligation bonds, most of 
wruch are being used to finance the 
sewer repairs at the industrial paik 

The board then adjomned the 
meeting and went into the fourth 
executive session of the evening, 
having already held three executive 
sess~ons before its public ll!!.111 
session. d 

Meet Sarah Burstein, 
A Big THANK YOU To All The Businesses That 

Donated to the TFHS Graduation Party! 
New Principal at Hillcrest 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

2nd Street Bakery 
Absolutely Fabulous Hair 

Andy's of Greenfield 
AR Sandri 

Argotec 
Aubuchon' s of Turners Falls 

A venue A Dental 
Baystate Franklin Medical Center 

Between the Uprights 
Bicycles Unlimited 

BigY 
Black Cow Burger Bar 

Brian Sansoucie, Locksmith 
Carol's Beauty Nook 

Carriage House Design 
Coldwell Banker Upton-Massamont 

Connecticut Valley Oral Surgeons 
Country Club of Greenfield 

Country Creemee 
Crestview Liquors 

Cruise & Travel 
Cumberland Farms of Turners Falls 

Dillon's Chevrolet 
Dolan & Dolan, Attomey at Law 

Doyle's Car Wash 
Dunkin Donuts, Fed. St, Greenfield 

Dunkin Donuts, Erving 
FL Roberts 

Farren Care Center 
Foster's Market 

Franklin Orthopedic Group 
Freedom Federal Credit Union 

French King Entertainment Center 
Good Dirt Pottery 

Greenfield Community College 
Greenfield Co-operative Bank 

Greenfield Garden Cinema 
Greenfield Savings Bank 

Hallmark Institute of Photography 
Harmony Mason Lodge 

Home Depot 
Kharma Salon 
Dr. Robert Koolkin, DDS 
Kostanski Funeral Home 
Lady Killigrew 
Landlord Business Association 
McCarthy Funeral Home 
Montague Book Mill 
Montague Center Fire Association 
Montague Elks 
Montague Police 
Montague Reporter 
Montague /Erving Lions 
New Fortune Chinese Restaurant 
Olympia Sports 
Partridge-Zschau 
People's Pint 
Richard's Candy Kitchen 
Route 63 Roadhouse 
Schuetzen Verein 
Scotty's Convenience Store 
Simon's Stamps 
Sirum Equipment 
St. Kazimierz Society 
St. Stanislaw Society 
Staples 
TE Tables and Chairs 
The Body Shoppe 
Tim's Barber Shop 
Turners Falls Fireman's Association 
Tumers Falls Knights of Columbus 
Tmners Falls Rod & Gun 
TFHS All-Sport Boosters 
Twisters 
Village Pizza 
Wagon Wheel Country Drive-In 
Wilson's Department Store 
Wilson Orthodontics 
Windy Hollow Veterinary 
Yankee Candle Company 

MONTAGUE -As Sarah Burstein and I take 
our seats and settle in for trus interview on July 
8, she points out that today is only the fifth day 
of her position as principal of the Hillcrest early 
childhood, prekindergarten and kindergarten, 
tluu first grade program. She is excited and in the 
tlu·oes of learning eve1ytrung seenungly at once. 

In June, Burstein, a folltime classroom teach
er for more than a decade, was looking to expand 
her responsibilities into being an instmctional 
leader, setting the tone of a school for both teach
ers and other personnel as well as students. 

With a student population of approximately 
150, she finds Hillcrest a great setting as a com
munity school dedicated to the youngest students 
in our communities. 

A longtime resident of Gill, Burstein is de
lighted to be so close to home to do her work. 

She explains that as an undergraduate at Con
necticut College she majored in Government 
and Human Development. Her college ran a lab 
school where she did hands-on work with fami
lies and kids. That was the beginning of her life 
in the classroom. 

As principal she looks fo1ward to building 
community relationslups in house among the 
twenty plus paraprofessionals, professional edu
cational support staff, coaches, and ELL staff. 

She hopes to get parents not only involved in 
Hillcrest but also engaged in forthering the pro
grams for their cluldren and working in concert 
with the teachers. She believes parents have high 
expectations for their young cluldren; she wants 
to realize those expectations and work with par-

Burstein will begin as the principal of the new!J 
independent Hillcrest Elementary this jail. 

ents in an atmosphere oftrnst. 
In the early years of a cluld's education, the 

child can develop a self- perception as a learner 
who works hard and knows how to interact so
cially and collaborate with others. 

To these ends, the Pre-K and kindergaiten 
classes work with the Tools of the Mind program, 
while in first grade the Responsive Classroom 
model is the mode of instmction. 

Burstein expects there will be some challenges 
trus year for her as a new administrator, but she 
looks fo1ward to collaborating with others and 
problem solving. 
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Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ORECISION 
_L./ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furn is/tings 

SMALL FURNITURE.• C0LLECTIBU:S • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Uleek 

GOOD US!D USABLES 
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Fiddler On The Roof: Well Worth Seeing 
~m1@ Mg Jil IlfiE~a &Ja 
l!!Jl@mctl@[JJJ Jltt@@ JU@)5J®IJW 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

Ja 'Duke opened their production 
of "Fiddler on the Roof' at the Shea 
Theater in Turners Falls this past 
weekend. With a full cast singing 
the music of this well known musi
cal, and Ja 'Duke dancers performing 
the choreographed dance numbers, 
the show is an excellent opportunity 
to see this famous musical that was 
such a hit on Broadway. 

Set in Russia in the time of the 
Czars, at the dawn of the new cen
tmy, this is a st01y of Jews in a small 
town living according to ancient tra
dition as the modem world and ideas 
begin to bring change, not complete
ly welcome to the elders. 

At the same time, forces outside 
of their control are beginning to in
nude into their world in ways that 
will tear apart the lives they thought 
would never change. 

The show opens with Tevye, 
played powerfully by David Neil, 
singing about "Tradition." 

From Tevye's point of view, it 
is Jewish n·adition that has held the 
family and community together. It 
tells the family how to live their lives 
and how to treat each other, the roles 
each must play. 

This is a look back that will re
mind us all of the things many of us 
grew up believing and where those 
ideas came from. Perhaps we still 
believe them, perhaps we have come 
to think they ai·e old fashioned and 
in the past. 

Either way, the song is all about 
social mies ofbehavior and especial
ly, the roles of parents and children. 

The show itself becomes a look 
at the role of women, the freedom of 
men and women to love each other 
and chose who to many. 

In Tevye's day, a matchmaker 
chose an appropriate husband for a 
daughter, the Papa decides to give 
his "permission" and daughters do 
as they are told. 

Tevye has five daughters, no sons. 
The youngest daughters, Shprintze 

.. .,.~ .... -~ 

(Niamh Gray-Mullen) and Bielke 
(Eliza Voorheis) ai·e delightful, sing 
and dai1ce, do their chores and cause 
no one any n·ouble. 

The three oldest ai·e of an age 
to interest the matchmaker, Yente, 
played by Emily Samuels. She 
picks the butcher, Lazar Wolf, (Scott 
Gudell) for Tzeitel, Tevye's oldest 
daughter. 

Tzeitel, played by Anna Ember-

David Neil plays Terye in the ]a'Duke 
production of Fiddler on the Roof at 

the Shea Theater in Turners Falls. 

ley, has been secretly seeing Motel 
(Codey Kolasinski) a poor tailor, 
a quiet man who is very afraid of 
Tevye. 

When Motel asks Tevye for Tzei
tel's hand in mairiage, Tevye booms 
his anger as they ai·e not following 
tradition of giving deference to "the 
Papa" in choosing a husbai1d. 

In questioning this n·adition, Tzei
tel has caused a break in n·adition, 
and her younger sisters soon follow 
her example. 

So daughter Hodel (Juniper Hol
mes) falls for the revolutionary 
Perchick, played with passion and 
conviction by Justin Begin; daugh
ter Chava (Megan Foirest) who 
enjoys reading, which her mother 
Golde says a girl doesn't need, falls 
in love with Fyedka (Connor Gibbs) 
a young Christian man who loves 
books, and goes against her father to 

mairyhim. 
Love, it seems, matters too. 

Which leads to the memorable song, 
charmingly done between Tevye 
ai1d wife Golde (Jessica Thompson) 
"Do You Love Me?" with a man and 
woman mai1·ied in the old n·adition 
of an·anged man-iage, finally saying 
they love each other. 

There are many great moments 
like this in the show, a lot of teirific 
music that the cast performs in rich 
harmonies. 

With such a sn·ong cast, the music 
is cenn·al to the success of this per
fonnance. 

Using a sound n·ack rather than 
live music seems to work well for 
these shows, singers for the most 
pa.it are well supported by the music, 
dance nmnbers are well done, co
ordinated with perfection. Ja 'Duke 
brings ai1 impressive level of profes
sionalism to their shows. 

Nick Waynelovich as director/ 
producer deserves a lot of credit for 
this wonderful production. Kimberly 
Willia.ins, choreographer/ director, 
does a great job in creating lively, 
entertaining dance numbers. 

Production staff, without whom 
none of this happens: Judith Kulp, 
vocal director, Jana & Ellen Pming
ton, Lighting, Oressa Gray-Mullen, 
microphones, Amy Herzig & Val 
Voorheis, costumes, Duane Waters, 
set design and consnuction, Chi-is 
Rooks, artistic design. 

All of the actors play their pa.its 
very well, all sing exn·emely well, 
dancers are mlifonnly excellent, and 
so as a whole the show is well w01th 
seeing. 

Fiddler on the Roof will continue 
this weekend at the Shea Theater in 
Tmners Falls. 

Perf01mai1ces are Friday & Satm·
day, July 18 and 19 at 7 p m. Sm1day 
July 20 at 2 p m. 

Tickets ai·e $12 general admis
sion, $12, and $10 for those 65 and 
over or 12 and under. 

For more information, visit ww1,v. 

jaduke.com/shows. 

By RICHARD BALDWIN 

The Wendell Free Library is 
pleased to present its first all fab
ric a1t exhibition, The Breathing 
Landscape, by Linda Ruel Flynn of 
Orange. In her artist statement, Ruel 
Flynn writes: ''The series began as 
an exploration of the changing land
scape as it succumbs to the waves of 
the climate. As the work pro
gresses, illness and loss entered 
my fanlily. Suddenly the two 
were being intertwined. Each 
element ai1d stitch illustrates 
a connection to the people and 
landscape around me, illustrat
ing and interpreting the fragile 
state of both." 

The seven pieces are made 
of thread, stains, paint and a 
tiny piece of broken pottery 
on linen. Each work hangs on 
clothes pins seemed to a nai·-

0 

row wood bar. The works ai·e ~ 
personal and intimate, playful ~ 
and contemplative, redolent i 

..J 

suggestive than descriptive. 
In "Over Yonder," mst stains 

dominate the composition, and a 
bmned-out hole in the linen is visu
ally linked to its positive 'sister', a 
piece of crockery sewn lower on the 
work. 

Ruel Flynn also uses tm·ead to al
ter the physical shape of the smface 
in these works. Beginning with the 

with associations. iaJ...:,....;.;..;.:. _______ _ 

The stitching suggests map D ... , 'C'l , 'l'T''h B ~,. • La d 00 ,, ., ta·, 
k d h

. I hi II nue, r!Jnn :s .1, e rea,rJtng n sc.,.re, ue tt 
mar s an 1erog yp cs as we 
as embroidery samplers. The painted natm·al folds in the fabric she makes 
patterns suggest Native American liberal use of French knots and gath
bead work while the mst and bmn er-ings of material. 
marks suggest domestic use perhaps In "The Lai1dscape ai1d I Used 
as protective wrapping. The latter To Be Here," the Iai·gest piece in the 
also suggests items used roughly and show, the knots create much of the 
perhaps tm·own away, while in the activity in an otherwise monocm·o
two pieces on white linen suggest matic ai1d peaceful composition. 
dresses, perhaps bridal gowns. All of Ruel Flynn studied painting at 
them seem like cmtains, hiding ai1d Syracuse University and has held a 
revealing the a1tist's imagination. variety of positions related to a.its 

Ruel Flynn's process in these and crafts. She maintains a studio 
works is improvisational, the com- in Orange. More of her work cai1 be 
positions and details evolving while seen at northquabbinwoods.org. 
working with the materials. Please stop by and see this mlique 

At times, stitches seem to be wan- exhibition, and come to the artist's 
dering as in the blue ai1d white ones in reception on Satm·day, July 19, from 
"The Breathing Lai1dscape 2". Then 1 to 3:30 pm. 
in others they make shapes, e.g. blue TheshowmnsfromJuly 1 thiough 
stitches fomling a bowl in "Vessel". August 31 in the Heirick Room at 
In "Obstacles In the Landscape", the Wendell Free Library. Homs: 
sn·aight stitches create an inverted Tuesdays 3 to 6 p.m.; Wednesdays 
bowl shape over a vertical pattern of 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Satmdays 
blue dashes in paint, an image more 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

~i..Nc1: 

-========~::::,~-:::~========:.... 

DALE A FRANK 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

DALE A.--~ FRANK ~e;: 
-====11=1s=ur=a=nc=,e==""~:;::==F=in=,a=nC1=.;:i=t=se=.rv=l=ce=s==-

"~O\J• 

2 Amherst Road, Sunderland, MAO 1375 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

WELCOMES 

GWEN ORZEL 

With over 
28 years experience, 
Gwen can help you 

get the coverage you need 
and the savings you want! 

(413) 665-8324 

INSURE WITH CONFIDENCE 
Call today 

to see how much you'll save! 

• Home .Auto 
• ~fotorcycle • Boat 

• RV • Umbrella 
• Business • Financial Services 

Securities soU throregh Bedminster Financial LTD. 
4920 York Road, Ste. 2DD 1, PO I3ox 295, Holicong, PA 

Member ofFINRAISIPC 

D1-emand Farm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

Thcyn1 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

Sunday Brunch, I Oam-1pm 
413-863-9006 

Natire L11111ber 
& Fresh Compost 

Arni/able.' 

Fresh Meat Birds 
Arni/able Ere1,

Other TVeek.' 

Call for More Info: (978) 544-3806 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS. MA 

773·7910 

~ -SHA~H.A CONSTRUCTION 
I~~~ ~~Im SuP~~Y Co. !Ne. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

.and at our new location o,8O2-579-18O0 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro www.shonahonsupply.com 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

I I -> I r 1 ~ ., .- -·■·. • ■- r· ■· ■·· --: 
1 ,._ ~ - l • I - .. ' 

'·Come See \\·hat's 
Cooking!" 

Oh the Tomatoes ... 
heirlooms, red slicers, cherries 

Old Depot Gardens, & More! #> f\RE F~ 
1 

5041\,roers Falls Road, ~ ~':&~ \ 
Mont.ague T..~~- 'l}l 

1/4 mile up the road from ~-0!.t"4,t,n:~~-
rhe Bookmi/1 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT dler On The Roof by Ja'Duke, $, 
2p.m. 

various locations, music by local 
and regional artists including: 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Etan Sicroff, piano, $, 4 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Jim Matus, 
solo laoutar, world fusion, jazz, 
trance jam, 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 22 

Common People's Concerts, Gill 
Common: Jason Koerber and 
Friends, jazz standards, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Jewelry-Making in July. Join art
ist Ami Podlenski for the second 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom program in the series: Summer 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. Chil- Bracelets & Anklets. Designed 

for ages 10 to adult. 

Carrie Ferguson, Celtic Heels 
Irish Dancers, David Fersh, The 
Equalites, Eugene Friesen, Gas
light Tinkers, Una Jensen, The 
Snaz, Women's Songwriters Col
lective and more! Complete list
ing www. uppervalleymusicfest. 
com, $, noon to midnight. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Moonstruck. Memorial Hall 
with music before the movie: 
Helter Celtic, Irish tunes, funny 
songs & something else, 7 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
42nd St. by JaDuke, $, 7 p.m. 

dren and their caregivers invited. 
Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 10 a.m. Deja Brew, Wendell: Outdoor 

Film Night, motion picture Milk. 
Bring Blankets, and lawn chairs. 
8:30 p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa
lem: Mitch Chakour & Friends, 
roots rock, $, 7:30 p.m. 

Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories, with Angela. Chil
dren are invited to come in their 
pajamas. 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope Tuesday. Hands
on environmental experience for 
young children. Story, interac
tive game and craft with rotating 
topics. Ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m. 

Great Falls Farmer's Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John
ny. 9 p.m 
to midnight. 
Free. 

MUSEUMS 

Local librar
ies have 
passes for 
area muse
ums. Wen
dell Free 
Library has: 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Battle Beyond The Stars, film 
showing, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wen
dell: The Wildcat 
O'Halloran Band, 
9p.m. 

Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
Mystics Anony-
mous & Beach 
Honey, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JULY 
27 

Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls: 

Brattleboro 
Museum 
& Art Cen
ter, His
toric Deer
field, Mass 
MoCa, and 
more. Lev

The Sna:zi one of the ma'!Y bands peifonning in The Upper Valley Music 
Festival on Saturciqy, Ju!J 26. Catch them at 9:20 p.m. in the alley at the 

corner of Main & 4 Federal Street, Greenfield. 

42nd Street by 
JaDuke, $, 2 p.m. 

MONDAY, JULY 
28 

erett Library has: Clark Art In
stitute, Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art, Historic Deer
field, Springfield Museums and 
more. Check with each library 
for museums available and re
strictions. 

EVENTS: 

FRIDAY, JULY 18 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: The Wizard of Oz. Held at 
Memorial Hall with music before 
the movie at 7 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Fid

THURSDAY, JULY 24 

Energy Park, Greenfield: COOP 
Concerts, Rich Briere and 
Friends, creative musical melo
dies and harmonies; Roland 
LaPierre, country, rock and roll, 
and traditional roots music; Or
len & Gabriel, influences of 20th 
century folk, blues, ragtime mu
sic, 6 p.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Mu
sic on the Patio, The Same Old 
Blues, 7 p.m. 

dler On The Roof by Ja'Duke, $, 1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
7 p.m. lem: Tall Heights, cello & guitar, 

D • B W d II J h L $, 7:30 p.m. eJa rew, en e : os evan-
gie & The Pistoleros, outlaw Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
country, 9 p.m. Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Mixed Doubles, Orea 
Age, Vespu/a, $, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JULY 19 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: The Wizard of Oz. Held at 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Joel 
Zoss Trio, Joel Zoss, Guy De Vito 
and Billy Klock, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 25 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
42nd St. by JaDuke, $, 7 p.m. 

Memorial Hall with music before Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
the movie at 7 p.m. Falls: Moonstruck. Held at Me

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Fid- morial Hall with music before the 
dler On The Roof by Ja'Duke, $, movie with Co-op Jazz at 7 p.m. 

7 p.m. Deja Brew, Wendell: Nobody's 
Deja Brew, Wendell: The Gurus Fat, Techno Jazz Trio, 9 p.m. 

of Blues, 9 p.m. Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 

Rendezvous, Turners Fall: Rock- Edge Sisters & Friends, ukes & 
it Queer w/DJ Just Joan, $, 9:30 lady voices and stuff, 9:30 p.m. 

p.m. SATURDAY, JULY 26 

SUNDAY, JULY 20 The 4th annual Upper Valley Mu-
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Fid- sic Festival, downtown Greenfield 

Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: Burrie's Open Mic, 
8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: All Small 
Caps, A Night of Spoken Word. 
Open mic at 7:30 p.m., featured 
readers to follow. Pub menu 
available until 9 pm. 

TUESDAY, JULY 29 

Common People's Concerts, Gill 
Common: American Harmony 
Octet - Music from 19th Century 
America, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Jewelry-Making in July. Join art
ist Ami Podlenski for Found Ob
ject Jewelry-Making. Designed 
for ages 10 to adult. 

THURSDAY, JULY 31 

Leverett Library, Leverett: A visit 
from Teaching Creatures. Learn 
how animal adaptations can in
spire technology. Featuring sugar 
gliders, day gecko and a python. 
Please register, space is limited, 
3:30 p.m. 

Energy Park, Greenfield: COOP 
Concerts, Russ Thomas, tunes 
that amuse and surprise and 
Falltown String Band, American 
roots and beyond, 6 p.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Music 
on the Patio, Jazz with Masa/a, 
7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, 
blues, jazz, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

B7 

Opening Night Show for North
ern Routes Experimental Music 
Series: MV&EE, Zzones, Village 
of Spaces, Asa Irons,$, 9 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Northern Routes Experimental 
Music Series a two-day festival 
celebrating adventurous music. 
Glenn Jones, Marissa Nadler, 
Glitter Pen, Matt Weston, Trevor 
Healy, Bunwinkies, Twilight Tipi, 
Passerine, and Matt Krefting, $, 
4p.m. 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

July 18th & 19th, 7:30 p.m. 
THE WIZARD OF OZ 

Music at 7 p.m. 
Friday Small Change-acoustic swing 

Saturday: Dock Moulding--rompin' piano 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat-, 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

( 413) 863-9576 

FRI 

07/lBIN0SH0W. 

SAT 
07/19 I Rockilqueer 

SIIN 

w. DJ Just Joan 
9:30 I $3 

07/20 I TNT Karaoke 
9PM IFREE 

MOH 

07/21 I BINGO! 
8PM IFREE 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FALLS. Ml 
REIDElVOUST™1,CO~ 
TEL:413-863·2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwinds school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Dm~j Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area /or over 25 years Certified• Bonded• /11sur,•rl 

We Install all Tvpes of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
Fax 863-BOZZ 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

•we Know Entertainment• 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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Barbara Aijange catches up on the news in 
front of the South Dakota State Capitol 

building in Pierre, her old stomping grounds! 

IisaEnzer 
and Bob Mahler on top of Pike's Peak (14,110 feet) 

with their copy of the Montague Reporter. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Cheryl Carley (Greenfield), Anne Baker 
(Gill) and Debbie Edson (Gill) kayaking 
Harriman Reservoir, Wilmington, VT 

(ffi] 
~ 

. t 

Over the Memorial Dqy 111eekend Jack Davey of West 
Deeifield visited Breckenridge CO, and had a Jew 

minutes to catch up on The Montague Reporter, Davey 
wrote:''Thanks for producing a excellent newspaper. I look 

forward to it every week!" 

Qr.•ti Jol1nscw. CRrnNr:1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
4 I '3-86 '3-97 36 • Genlohnson~ Realtor.mm 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Ctttlfltd Rt9dentW Speclallsl) 
Only 4% of all REAIJORS oold this JJesli~ous desigr.ition. 
The CRS i; my badge of expertise and your shiekl ot 
i1SSU-4/1Ce. Put your hlll in the best lo get lhe job doll!. 
Whether buyins, sdiog 01 rciemng, ,Kva~ d,005(l 

GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ,r11lll ~ r,,pr1trNrt,. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
(41~ 86W736 • \\'WW.GJAR.CO. 
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have to share with the blue jays or the rapacious squir
rels. 

The Japanese beetles have an-ived. There is nothing 
they enjoy more than the tender petals of the roses. It 
requires a daily round of the bushes with a jar of soapy 
water to collect and drown the miserable things. 

I have yet to see a bird take them on with relish. Who 
would? They are all hard shell and prickly legs. 

Happily, our roses are repeaters so we have already en
joyed a lovely blooming which will repeat later after the 
beetles have moved on to the next phase of their lives. 

Because Ken is quite handy with tools and enjoys 
woodworking, we have the pleasure of embellishing our 
garden space. He recently made a wooden trellis which 
natw-ally required me to buy a climbing rose. What a 
pleasure to find a gorgeous peach colored climber on sale 
at our local garden store! 

And now, the best thing. I no longer have to climb a 
stepstool to get into the space fenced to keep the wood
chuck out. We have a beautiful wooden gate with a latch 
no less. I have decorated the posts with copper tops and 
hung a flowering plant nearby. Overkill perhaps, but so 
much fun. 

And, lest we forget, gardening should be fun. It's work 
for sure, but there is the pleasure of the harvest of fresh 
peas, garden candy; the sight of the developing tomatoes, 
the scent of the roses and the ,mi val of the hununingbi.rds 
in the bee balm. 

Each work session ends in a smvey of what's been 
done, not a list of what is still left to do. Being outside 
whatever the weather with your hands in the dirt beats 
being inside any day. Besides if you're inside too much 
you might decide things really needed a good cleaning. 
Who needs that? 

Happy gardening! n 
PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Yanl(ee 

SOLAR STORE 
413 772 3122 

Ac1v1ce, Ve1' ~&- /M~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
magpiepiue.com 

21 Bank Row, GIid. 
413-'175•3~70 

woodfired pizzeria 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 
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Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413,367,9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 
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Landscape Design & Maintenance 

A Greener Lawn with TLC -
We Can Let Your Lawn Grow Free 




