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ERVING TOWN MEETING
Sharp Retires;
Town Says No
To Pipeline

By KATIE NOLAN

ERVING — Erving’s June 29
special town meeting approved a
citizen’s petition article expressing
the town’s opposition to the Kinder
Morgan’s planned Northeast En-
ergy Direct pipeline. opposing any
pipeline in Erving carrying natural
gas obtained through fracking, and
instructing the selectboard to obtain
voter approval before making deci-
sions concerning the proposed pipe-
line or compressor station.

The town’s administrative coor-
dinator, Tom Sharp, announced at
the meeting that he is retiring as of
July 10. Sharp has worked for the
town for 12 years.

Sharp told the meeting he was
“ready to close this chapter of my
life.” He told the crowd, “T will miss
you.” He said what he would re-
member of his years in Erving was
“YOU - the friends and friendships
I've developed.” and not “surveil-
lance cameras. political games or
discussions and discussions about
personnel issues.”

He said that retirement would
allow him to spend more time with
loved ones, time to strengthen his
spiritual side, take long walks in the
woods and volunteer for hospice.

Sharp said, “T’ll be good, but
how about you?” he asked — then
answered his own question, saying
that he was leaving behind a town
with an active selectboard, a great
town hall staff (mentioning munici-
pal clerk Betsy Sicard in particu-
lar), a strong volunteer committee
network, and able police and fire
chiefs.

He thanked the selectboard, say-
ing. “T wouldn’t be able to retire
without their help and their encour-
agement.”

The hundred or more people in
attendance at the STM gave him a
standing ovation.

At the June 1 selectboard meet-
ing, after the selectboard refused to
turn off or relocate a recently-in-
stalled security camera that records
activity at his desk, Sharp asked
the board to schedule an executive
session to discuss an “exit strat-
egy” from his job. The board held
executive sessions to discuss con-
tract issues with Sharp on June 15
and on June 29, with town counsel
Donna MacNicol in attendance at
both sessions.

The board did not renew Sharp’s
employment contract, which ended
June 30. Sharp has been working
from July 1 to 10 without a con-
tract.

Tennessee Gas Pipeline

Moonlight Davis, one of the
originators of the anti-pipeline ar-
ticle, told the meeting, “If we allow
a pipeline to come to Erving, noth-
ing that we just voted on will have
a good result,” because a pipeline
would pollute the town’s natural re-
sources and “destroy the peace and
tranquility that we have now.”

He added, “We are going to
change the way we live if we allow
this pipeline to come through.”

see ERVING page A6

Weavmg Past Into Present COmpromise Sought
' Over Downtown

Sound Controversy

Peggy Hart with one of her looms. The abacus-like structure at the end of
the loom is called the “pattern chain.” It can be manipulated fo make changes
within patierns, or replaced with another one for a ngngﬁmwf design alferation.

By JEFF SINGLETON

TURNERS FALLS — A com-
promise solution to the problem of
noise generated by outdoor bands
on Saturday nights at Hubie’s Tav-
ern in Turners Falls could be emerg-
ing. Shawn Hubert, who bought the
bar at 66 Avenue A last winter and
has been having outdoor band mu-
sic since the weather turned warm,
stated that he has been meeting with
local residents concerned about the
noise on Saturday nights: “T believe
that we will be able to strike a bal-

homes uncomfortable.”

John McNamara, who owns a
commercial and residential building
next door to Hubie’s, agreed that
progress was being made in resolv-
ing the noise issue through low-key
discussions between neighbors.

That was certainly not the domi-
nant sentiment at the June 29 Mon-
tague selectboard meeting, where a
crowd of downtown residents com-
plained about the noise levels at
Hubie’s and the lack of response by
the town of Montague.

One man, who said that he was

By JERI MORAN on a small scale.
After getting a degree in African
SHELBURNE - When you history, she worked two years set-
shake hands with Peggy Hart, you ting up and minning a hand spinning
know you are shaking hands with and weaving cottage industry as a
someone who works for a living Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya.
with her hands. Her handshake When Hart returned to the Unit-

is strong and her skin is textured.
When you see her in her workshop
in her barn, you know you are in
the presence of a skilled craftsman.
and when you see her finished
blankets and throws that she de-
signs and weaves. you know you
are meeting an artist.

Hart has been a weaver for most

of her life. beginning in high school,
weaving on her grandmother’s 4-
hamess loom. She did the whole
process — spinning the wool, veg-
etable dyeing, hand weaving — all

ed States in 1978. she realized that
she couldn’t make a career weav-
ing blankets on a commercial scale
using only a small hand loom, but
she would need more training to
design and weave on an industrial
power loom.

‘For that she went to the Rhode
Island School of Design (RISD)
where she studied industrial textile
design. She went to the right source:
the school’s catalog explains their
textile program is ... founded upon

see LOOMS page A4

ance. I don’t want to make their

see NOISE page A4
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Hubiels bas been having live entfertainment on the renovated outside patio.

Simple Salety Precautions Will Keep Summer Sale, Fun

By JULIE CUNNINGHAM

LEVERETT — With the warm summer months come family trips to the
lake, bonfires, and cookouts. These popular summer activities come with a
few safety precautions. however. which greatly reduce the risk of injury or

[CUNNINGHAMIEHOTG)

Leverett fire chief John Ingram wrges residents to be careful during the hot
summer and to call the fire department immediately in case of a fire. Since fires
double in size every minute, be reconnmends calling the fire department

and against residents putting out fires themselves.

fire damage to the home.

Leverett Fire Chief John Ingram said grilling safety is something many
homeowners need to consider and be aware of. A grill left too close to the
house can ignite the siding on the home and start a fire.

“The heat flares up. and the siding can catch on fire,” said Ingram.

Homeowners should also be careful when using accelerants like gaso-
line when igniting a grill, especially a grill in an outdoor kitchen.

“Many people don’trealize it’s the fumes that ignite, not the liquid. They
keep pouring gas on the grill and go to ignite it and poof,” said Ingram.

Cooking fires are dangerous, and according to the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Security, cooking fires account for 43% of all fires re-
potted in one- to two-family dwellings, and 83% of fires reported in apart-
ments, dormitories, rooming houses, and residential board and care facili-
ties. Even more shocking, most of the injuries reported from these fires
were a result of people trying to fight the fires.

“Fire moves very quickly, it doubles its size every minute when burning.
Don’t try to put it out yourself.” said Ingram.

The same principle applies to a fire in the home.

“As soon as the fire alarm goes off, the first thing you should do is
get out, don’t go around the house trying to see if something is on fire,”
said Ingram.

‘With cooking fires, Ingram said not only is it illegal to use cardboard
to ignife the flame. it is also dangerous. The embers from the fire can float
in the air, igniting the house or woods surrounding the house. The embers
can even light other houses, and often no one notices the fire until there is

see SAFETY page A8

Multi-Venue Music Fest Returns to Turners Falls

By REPORTER STAFF

Turners Falls is happy to welcome back the
Upper Valley Music Festival this year on July
25. As in previous years. the festival promis-
es to bring some of the best talent to Franklin
County for a full 12 hours of musical entertain-
ment. Local and regional artists perform from
noon to midnight, with sidewalk sales, art ex-
hibits and restaurant specials throughout the
downtown.

A benefit for the American Cancer Society
and the Franklin County Relay for Life. the

UVME is always an all volunteer event with
both musicians and staff graciously giving
their time so festival proceeds can be donated
for cancer research.

“The most wonderful part of our event is
how much fun the fans, musicians. volunteers
and downtown businesses have for 12 hours.
It’s amazing to present such awesome talent to
our community and at the end of the day be
able to donate proceeds to help find a cure.”
said Jessica Byrnes, who founded UVMF with
her husband Tommy.

What started as a gathering in honor of

Tommy Bymes’ 50th birthday back in 2011
has now become a much loved event through-
out the area. There are many reasons to love
UVME: the quality of the performances. the
affordable wristband admission price, and the
altruistic objective to raise donations for can-
cer research. Shops and restaurants welcome
the additional traffic and are prepared to pitch
in with discounts and specials of their own to
encourage attendance and help foster a tmly
festive atmosphere.

Offering something for everyone. the family

see UVMF page A3
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Growing Pains May

Require Some Stretching

After witnessing the hour-long
hearing at the June 29 Montague
selectboard meeting concerning the
creation and enforcement of more
elaborate sound ordinances, we are
very relieved to hear that the par-
ties involved — Hubie’s Tavern and
its immediate neighbors — may be
on their way to working out a liv-
able compromise solution.

Downtown residents are well
accustomed to dealing with an
occasional racket, and tend to be
tolerant of it. The neighborhood is
a remarkable mixture of families
and childless households; home-
owners and renters; middle and
working class; working, unem-
ployed and retired.

Those of us who have been
living., booking and playing loud
music in this town — in bars, base-
ments, galleries. shops. garages.
and even the teen center — have
a sense of what we can get away
with, and when. Be cool to the
neighbors and they’ll be cool to
us. Warn them well, and take them
seriously when they say they’ve
had too much. And everyone can
understand a special occasion.

The idea of one to three nights
a week of four-hour amplified
outdoor shows. in a densely set-
tled neighborthood where even
loud conversations have a way of
bouncing off the brick, is a game
changer. and not a decision anyone
is going to make unilaterally.

We commend Hubie’s for jump-
ing right into it. paying bands well.
booking a solid summer patio
schedule and bringing in a good
range of customers, including
some still recovering from an out-
dated perception of the neighbor-
hood as unsafe.

But when we saw a punk band
park a van full of amplifiers at a
nearby venue and. upon hearing
the sounds of a Judas Priest cover
ricocheting off every surface in
town. joke, “Guess we’re play-
ing the wrong show!,” we knew it
wouldn’t last.

It’s a shame that the issue
couldn’t have been resolved
through conversation before it
shot all the way to the selectboard
— the third-most-powerful body in
Montague, after town meeting and
the regional housing authority.

The selectboard doesn’t want
to be seen as oppressing residents
or squelching business. so it is
doomed to devise some wonky set
of regulations and displace the con-

tradiction onto enforcers, who will
then be accused, probably rightly,
of selective enforcement.

The last thing anyone wants is
for police, politicians and self-ap-
pointed hall monitors to start chas-
ing each other around downtown
with decibel meters, making sure
there is fairness in pulling the plug
on every good time that’s gone past
its allotted hour.

There’s no use in pointing fin-
gers as to how this dispute landed
in town hall so quickly. but like
so many other recent confrover-
sies, it highlights the need for an
independent, neutral mediation
organization.

Wouldn’t it be great if there was
a number we could all call for as-
sistance in settling simple. civil
disputes over the space we have to
share downtown? Trained media-
tors could listen to grievances. de-
escalate conflict. and help guide
parties through the process of
working out win/win solutions.

When a seemingly trivial dis-
pute between two business owners
escalated bizarrely and resulted in
unnecessary criminal charges on
Monday (see story, page AS), we
once again wished for this fantasy
team of mediators.

As we all know, Turners Falls
has had its ups and downs, a lot
of ups and a lot of downs, since
Alvah Crocker built the town in
the late 1860s. Right now many
are optimistic about its future,
but may have different visions of
what that means.

The historically fractured town
of Montague has been very sup-
portive. in recent years, of its off-
center downtown, and it’s high
time those of us who work, live,
and enjoy ourselves here return
the favor by demonstrating we can
work out our own problems.

Questions and conflicts will
inevitably come up in a growing,
changing neighborhood, and we
shouldn’t need to involve the po-
lice or town hall every time we
want to put folk art in a planter,
dispose of dangerous litter, or have
a band play drums after dark.

Let’s take each other seriously,
understand our differences, and
figure out how to work together to
make this the downtown neighbor-
hood we know it can be — afford-
able and safe, a great place to live
and to visit, peaceful and wild at
the same time.
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nurturing carefilly,
was not a Zinnia

It wasn’t until mid-July that she realized the
tallest plant in the garden, the one she had been

. but a common
o WEED.
(%]

The perfect metaphor for

all the failed relationships
and projects that never
bore fruit...

NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

The community band started playing in
the park. A cheerful, brassy tune with a
few bad notes here and there.

bear— everything would be all right!

It was just what she needed fo

... she flopped
on the bed, ready

to be profoundly depressed.

thing you find irritating could
be saving someone else’s day.

You never know: the same

Rejoice in the music,

bad notes and all.

lettersto

Flag a Symbol
of Terror

I was both pleased and dismayed
by your recent editorial “Freedom
From Historical Fact” (June 235,
2015) —pleased at your stand on the
removal of the Confederate Flag,
and perceptions regarding our col-
lective hand-wringing.

And I was pleased as well by your
questioning the flag’s presence in our
fair city so far from the Mason-Dix-
on line, but dismayed at your conclu-
sions as to the bearer’s intent.

How do you know the homeown-
er in Gill or the owner of the black
pickup on Turners Falls Road are
not white supremacists? Have you
looked into their hearts and just seen
rebellion? Have you checked their
laptops for visits to the Council of
Conservative Citizens website?

The massacre in Charleston was
an act of terror. For the FBI to deny
this is an outrage.

How many African-American
churches have been burned at last
count? The Klan was and is a ter-
rorist organization. And the CCC
(hmmm... T wonder) is aiding and
abetting a terrorist organization.

If the Klan were placed on the
list of terrorist groups, the confed-
erate flag as its symbol would be
cause enough for the FBI to pay
close attention to the guy with the
black pickup truck or the flag wav-
ing on a lawn in Gill.

To project your own sense of
rebellion or white pirate fantasies
onto these Yankee ‘good-ol boys’ is
just denial of the white supremacist
underbelly of our own roots.

Elliot Tarry
Montague Center

The editors respond: We should
note that theflag in Gill was replaced,
after the massacre and probably be-
fore our editorial hit the newsstands,
by a Gadsden flag bearing the motfo
“Don t Tread On Me.”

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

itague Reporter

177 Ave. A, TE MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

“As Long As
We’ve Got
Each Other...”

Turners Falls is well on its way
toward revitalization. Success is
happening one storefront and re-
habbed living space at a time. With
decades of community support.
downtown has become desirable to
live, work and play.

As the community grapples with
issues such as streetscape beautifi-
cation, public art, and outdoor en-
tertainment, let’s all remember that
these are the growing pains of an
engaged and growing downtown.

In 2013 the Town adopted a
Downtown Livability Plan, where
area residents defined livability as
“safety, quality housing. cultural
energy, good schools. outdoor
recreation and having necessities
within walking distance™.

The plan highlights the need to
establish a high quality of life for
people living downtown while at-
tracting people from outside the
area to work and support business-
es. I encourage all you to review
the plan at montague.gov.

Through open discussion and
careful planning, I am confident we
can continue to create an inviting
environment that accommodates
residents, visitors, and business
alike.

Walter Ramsey, AICP
Montague Town Planner

the Editors

Celebrate
the A.D.A.

The Americans with Disabilities
Act will be celebrating its 25th an-
niversary on July 26.

This comprehensive civil rights
law was signed by President Bush,
and prevents discrimination against
individuals with disabilities.

It consists of 5 titles:

I. Employment;

II. Access: Public service, schools,
churches, buildings and transporta-
tion;

ITI. Public accommodations: rec-
reation, restaurants, stores, public
places;

IV. Telecommunications: for hear-
ing impaired, speech impaired, with
FCC guidelines.

(The fifth covers miscellaneous
provisions.)

Congratulations, and thank
you, to so many joint partnerships
for ADA compliance. I encourage
all of us to be more understand-
ing and educated. and to advocate
for our frail relatives, family and
friends for handicapped parking
and supporting  access throughout
our community.

Remember the handicapped
parking spaces are created for the
disabled, and we thank you for re-
specting them. Again, thank you fo
all the supporters.

Sincerely.,

Betty Tegel
Turners Falls

%

CORRECTION

In our June 25 feature on the Carnegie Library special collections,
we provided an incorrect URL for a website devoted to
antique weights and measures run by Howard Cheifitz.

That website can be found at www.measureman.info.

»,
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Join in on the 33rd Annual Con-
necticut River Valley Astronomy
Conjunction on Friday, July 10 and
Saturday, July 11.

Enjoy the camaraderie of ama-
teur astronomers learning and ob-
serving together. Held during the
dark of the moon, the weekend will
be jam-packed with slide presenta-
tions, talks, and night sky viewing
through telescopes of all shapes
and sizes.

Held at Northfield Mountain
Recreation Environmental Center
located at 99 Millers Falls Road in
Northfield. For ages 12 and older.
JFor more information go to wwu
philharrington.net/astroconjunction.

World Eye Bookshop. 156 Main
St, Greenfield is holding a book

UVMEF from page A1

friendly festival is at multiple ven-
ues throughout the downtown and
will host over 30 acts of nearly
every style, all playing full 45
minute sets. As one fan mentioned
last year, “there are so many great
choices I wish I had time to see
them all.”

The performers are donating
their time, and the entire festival
is pulled off by volunteers, so that
a maximum amount of money can
be raised for the cause.

Another goal of the event is to
celebrate the independent music
scene in the Valley and introduce
audiences to some of the best up
and coming musicians as well as
established ones, from every mu-

By STAN ROSENBERG

In one historic 48-hour burst last
week, the Supreme Court affirmed
what we here in the Common-
wealth know well: Massachusetts
is a trailblazer for equal rights and
social justice in the country and the
world.

On Thursday, the court upheld
the Affordable Care Act, a law that
was of course modeled on the health
care bill we passed here nearly a de-
cade ago. The results of that law
nationwide are the same as they are
here in Massachusetts: the number
of uninsured people has finally been
drastically reduced, families are no
longer going bankrupt over health
care, and a measure of social justice
and stability is taking root.

And on Friday. the court struck
another blow for a just society by
affirming another Massachusetts in-
novation: the right to marry, regard-
less of sexual orientation. Thanks
to this ruling, gay couples in all 50
states will enjoy the same protec-
tion under the law first guaranteed
in Massachusetts and then in 36
other states.

To say the least, this is a remark-

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

signing for “Live Free (or die),”
poems by Eric Wasileski on Satur-
day, July 11, from 1:30 to 3 p.m.
Wasileski, from Greenfield, is a
Persian Gulf Veteran of Operation
Desert Storm. He 1s also a father,
activist, preacher, ethicist and poet.
He is the coordinator of Chap-
ter 9 Smedley D. Butler Brigade,
Veterans for Peace, Clerk of New
England Yearly Meeting (Quakers)
Peace and Social Concerns Com-
mittee, and a facilitator with War-
rior Writers. Wasileski also facili-
tates monthly at the New England
Shelter for Homeless Veterans.

Join Geologist Richard Lit-
tle on board the Quinnetukut II,
Northfield Recreational Center, on
Sunday, July 12, from 1 to 3 p.m.
as geology comes alive through the
clear and often humorous stories

sical style.

The performances are split be-
tween the “electric” and “acous-
tic” sides. but all venues are within
walking distance of each other in
the downtown. Most are indoors,
so bad weather, or relentless good
weather, shall be less of a problem
for festival goers.

Artists will perform at the Shea
Theater, Great Falls Discovery
Center, Hubie’s Tavern, the Ren-
dezvous and Great Harvest stage
area. There will be a performance
by the Celtic Heels Irish Step
Dancers and a ftraditional Irish
music session that all traditional
musicians are invited to sit in on.

This year’s lineup includes lo-
cal favorites guitar legend John

from the professor.

This relaxing cruise on the Con-
necticut River will be filled with
tales of drifting continents, earth-
quakes. dinosaurs, glaciers and
Lake Hitchcock, all are part of the
creation of our idyllic Valley.

Professor Emeritus of Greenfield
Community College, Richard Little
has published three editions of Di-
nosaurs, Dunes, and Drifting Conti-
nents: The Geology of the Connecti-
cut Valley and created videos about
the rise and fall of glacial Lake
Hitchcock and the 500 million year
history of the Connecticut Valley.

For ticket information and direc-
tions call (413) 659-4426.

Staff members from Historic
Deerfield will be at the Greenfield
Saving Bank in Turners Falls on
Saturday, July 18 from 10 to 11:30
am. to provide information and
hand out brochures and items of
interest for the upcoming events at
Historic Deerfield.

Come join local resident Lill
Miskinis as she points out the his-
toric house tours, collections of art
and antiques to explore, as well as
the history of silk with live silk-
worms spinning right before your
Very eyes.

Sheldon, Shokazoba, Holly May,
Carrie Ferguson, Chris Scanlon,
Community Smokes. The Snaz,
Pat and Tex LaMountain, and
Women Songwriter Collective.
New additions include Mary Jane
Jones, Samantha Farrell, Mad
Yonder, The Coteries. and young
up and comers Kalliope Jones. to
name a few.

Tickets are $15 for adults and
are good for the entire day and
night. Children under 12 are free.

For more information, full per-
former list, volunteer opportuni-
ties and advance ticket purchases
please visit the festival website:
www.uppervalleymusicfest.con.

‘D

The Great Falls Discovery
Center presents Wingmasters:
North American Birds of Prey on
Saturday, July 18, from 10:30 to
11:30 a m.

This live, free raptor program
incorporates six live birds that may
include: hawks., owls, eagles, and
falcons. The presentation, packed
with stories, gives an overview of
the birds and explains predation, the
birds” place at the top of the food
web, their different hunting adapta-
tions and their conservation status
in a rapidly changing world. All
ages are welcome.

Early arrival is suggested since
the GFDC fills up quickly when live
animal programs are offered. For
more information call 863-3221.

‘Wingmasters program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Great
Falls Discovery Center..

Save the date of Saturday, July
25, because the Upper Valley Mu-
sic Festival is returning to Turners
Falls where more than 30 perform-
ers will share 5 venues for an all-
day festival.

Venues include The Shea Theater,
The Great Falls Discovery Center’s
Great Hall, Hubie’s Tavern, Harvest
Market and The Rendezvous. All
are in easy walking distance of each
other and there is ample free park-
ing in town.

For more info visit wwwi upper-
valleymusicfest.com.

The Common People Concert
series held on Tuesday evenings
starting at 7 p.m. is in full swing.
The concerts are held on the Gill
Common, hence the name, or in the
Gill Congregational Church if the
weather is inclement. This series
continues to August 11.

Residents and local businesses
have been disappointed to learn that
there is no Block Party along Ave-
mue A in Tumers Falls this summer.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporler.org.

As Nation Celebrates Historic
Week, Massachusetts Takes a Bow

able achievement considering where
the nation stood on this issue just a
decade ago.

It’s easy to forget that when our
state’s Supreme Judicial Court ruled
in favor of same sex marriage in
2003, it was not a widely embraced
position — here or anywhere.

The moment the court ruled,
groups began organizing against it,
pressing the legislature to pass the
so-called Defense of Marriage Act.
Less than half of Massachusetts
voters supported the ruling. And
fewer than 35 percent nationwide
supported gay marriage.

Those of us on the front lines of
defending the court’s decision here
started with just a handful of legis-
lative allies. Fearing that we may
lose any legislative vote held soon
after the ruling, we fought, battled
and stalled for three and a half long
years as public opinion slowly but
steadily shifted in our favor.

By the time we voted on the move
to force a constitutional convention
that would have made DOMA state
law, the public was firmly in our
column and our opponents could
not muster the 50 votes they needed
to put DOMA on the ballot.

To protect the Massachusetts Su-
preme Judicial Court’s ruling, it was
crucial to win over public opinion.
And the U.S. Supreme Court was
also undoubtedly influenced by the
rapid shift in national public opin-
ion. Today, a strong majority of
Americans favor marriage equality.

The change in public opinion
has been breathtaking to those of
us who have engaged in this battle
for so long. But we also know this
is not a mere political victory — it
is a validation of our state’s record
for legal and social innovation that
dates back at least to the days of
John Adams.

Remember, it was Adams who
penned the equal protection clause
in our state’s constitution in 1780.
Our state’s high cowurt based its mar-
riage equality ruling on that inno-
vative piece of law. And it was the
same legal concept, added to our
national constitution after the Civil
War to guarantee the equal rights of
African Americans, on which the
Supreme Court based its decision.

That’s our state’s history — inno-
vators, trendsetters, forward think-
ers. We were the first to open a
public library, the first to establish

public parks, and the first to create
a public school system. We've led
the world in technological innova-
tion, from the invention of the ether
at Mass General Hospital in the
1800’s to laying Internet’s founda-
tion in the late 20% century.

But perhaps our proudest
achievements have taken place most
recently on the social and policy
front. With the health care law and
the marriage equality ruling we’ve
shown the world not just how to in-
novate but how to foster true and
lasting social change; how to build
not just a better Commonwealth
but a more compassionate and more
just world.

Today. the people of the Com-
monwealth are basking in the glow
of our achievements in the wake of
the Supreme Court rulings. We have
every right to feel good about our-
selves. Take a bow, Bay Staters.

Stan  Rosenberg (D-Ambherst)
represents the Third Hampshire dis-
trict, which includes Gill, Erving,
Montague, Wendell and Leverett,
in the Massachusetts Senate, and
serves as President of the Senate.
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local gossip, news & business listings

37 Third Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Open Seven Days
8am-lam

ESPRESSOY
CHRAFT BEER

VALL PRODUCTION WINE

FIONAL FOOLY

G REEN

R IVER
ZEN CENTER

Practice, Study,
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org
(413) 695-8786
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WAGON
WHEEL

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner
Homemade
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Ice Cream
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Route 2
Over In Gill

ERRAAAN AR AR AR AR AR AR AAAARANN,

L T N S S SO

ARG U U AR

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
* Other Major Brands
+ Expert Burner Service

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

SincE 1970

LICENSED, INSURED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES
POWEFR WASHING

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT
240 GREENFIELD RoAD » MONTAGUE, MA 01351
FPHONE & FAX: 413-367-9B096 RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.COM

Pipiones
’Hm
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & CO, Refills

®* Guns & Ammo

Open 7 am 7 days a week
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

U

Propane
' { Filling

Station

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Monday — Thursday
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Let ‘em
know you saw
their ad in the

Reporter!

PAPER
Week of July 13
BOTTLES & CANS
Week of July 20
in Montague

SIERS COOPERATIVE EXCHiez

< Locally Owned Since 1918

269 High Street - Greenfield|
(413) 773-9639

Local
Farmer-Owned

Products for the home,
farm, pets, yard & garden

If you
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it
We GOT it!

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

IN THE HEART OF OLD DEERFIELD

STRAW-
BERRIES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VEGGIES - FRUITS - PIES - GIFTS
GARDEN ITEMS - DECORATIONS

‘Uniquities,
Frivolities,
Un-necessariums
~ Cre.c_zti've items ~
bringin&
ﬂ joy to life
Open Thursday-Saturday
12-5 pm or by app't

125A Avenue A Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www.ninasnook.com

LOOMS from page A1

the need for local textile mills to
educate and support designers.”
Rhode Island School of Design has
been at the forefront of textile design
education for 135 years, so she went
straight to the source.

Then she spent close to another
year working in a textile mill in
North Providence, further honing
the skills she was going to need to
set up shop.

While in Rhode Island she met
Lenny Brodt, who worked in the
mills for over 60 years as a loom
fixer and a supervisor. Brodt also
worked a second job at RISD as
the textile technician, and had been
weaving since he was 16. He and
Hart decided to each buy a 1940s
production loom from a small
mill that was phasing out of using
shuttle looms, and then find a place
where Hart could set up a produc-
tion loom business.

These massive looms don’t fit
obediently in a spare room in a
house. Hart found a barn in Buck-
land to retrofit in order to house the
looms, eventually moving there and
building a home next to the barn.
Brodt came to western Massachu-
setts also.

Hart calls Lenny Brodt the “loom
whisperer” who has helped keep her
looms running smoothly for years.
He is now in his late 80s and lives
in Shelburne Falls.

Thus, since the early 1980s,
Hart has been designing and pro-
ducing primarily woolen blankets
and throws using industrial power
looms, those behemoths one can see
in old photographs from places like
the Lowell mills where there were
whole floors of these giants back-
to-back, in the heyday of the Ameri-
can Industrial Era.

Hart would be quick to tell you

that the Lowell Mills, however,
were cotton mills, and she is primar-
ily a wool weaver, and they are not
interchangeable processes. When
one is weaving wool, it is necessary
to take into account the thickness of
the wool yarns which vary, as does
the wool itself, depending on what
breed of sheep the wool is from.

It’s that complicated, and it is this
knowledge and her design skills,
learned over decades, that make
Peggy invaluable to her customers.
Seventy-five percent of Hart’s busi-
ness is custom weaving sheep farm-
ers’ wool, which they have already
had spun into yarn.

Small mills used to dot the land-
scape where farmers could take their
product to be finished. In Frank-
lin County, Conway had 3 cotton
mills, and there were woolen mills
in Pittsfield. But these are no more,
and as far as Hart knows, she is the
only one offering this service in the
United States. She gets design and
weaving commissions from as far
away as California.

Her website explains to pro-
spective clients that the minimum
amount of weaving they need to
consign is 40 yards; she does not
do single pieces for people. Hart
welcomes people to her workshop,
however, where 25% of her busi-
ness is selling blankets, throws, and
tablecloths that she has designed
and woven for her own sales, both
in wool and cotton.

Peggy Hart avows that she is
“committed to the rectangle.” She is
not interested in cutting and making
clothing, or any other object, from
her weaving. She uses a shuttle
loom so that she has a finished edge
to the piece as it is woven. New
shuttle-less looms are much faster,
but cut the threads with every pass
of the weft yarn and then need to be

sewn for a finished edge.

She did remark that in fact her
“rectangles” can be worn, noting
the long tradition of Native Ameri-
cans wearing blankets, as well as
people wearing sarongs, kangas and
other rectangular cloth in Africa and
Asia.

Her website most concisely ex-
plains what she does:

... I am a textile designer and
weaver. I weave on 1940s vintage
dobby looms, with widths ranging
from 487 to 927. I enjoy working
with complex weave structures, of-
ten using 24 harnesses. For com-
parison, a standard hand loom has
4 harnesses.

Using so many harnesses re-
quires the technology of the power
loom, and results in more unusual,
intricate patterns. I use the looms as
a handweaver does,; however, with
the flexibility to change patterns
and colors as I work.

Hart explained to me that the
looms she uses, made by Cromp-
ton and Knowles Loom Works of
Worcester MA, provide her the
flexibility to weave these intricate
patterns and change patterns in the
same piece — partly because of the
pattern chain as seen on the left in
the photo (page A1).

These looms, which were pro-
duced beginning in the mid-1800s,
were considered the industry stan-
dard workhorse for over 100 years.

After World War II, however,
with the introduction of new fab-
rics and the need to produce fabric
more efficiently, the manufacturing
of these looms dwindled, replaced
by shuttle-less looms and computer
designs. The last C & K loom was
made in 1981.

Peggy Hart’s looms fill the barn

space, with spare parts that she
and Lenny Brodt scrounged over
the years “just in case,” lining the
walls.

Hart says that there was a school
group touring her workshop and
one of the children asked, “Does
that loom weigh as much as an el-
ephant?” She did some research
and found, yes, they could weigh
the same, depending on the size of
the elephant; the looms each weigh
about 3,000 pounds.

And when they are operating
— Peggy Hart doing the work of
at least 7 people in a mill running
a loom like this — protective head-
phones need to be worn, and one
needs to stand back as the shuttle
is quickly and forcefully propelled
back and forth, powered by electric-
ity. In earlier times, versions of this
loom might have been driven by
water power or steam.

Hart’s website lists the work-
shops and shows that she does
through the year. Currently she is
working on a project that will result
in a show at the Salmon Falls Arti-
san Showroom in November.

With a grant from the Berkshire
Taconic Community Foundation,
she is experimenting with creating
linsey-woolsey, an ancient fabric
made of linen (flax) warp and wool-
en weft. It was common in Colonial
times in the United States when the
access to wool was limited.

This fabric was known for its
warmth and durability, but not con-
sidered very attractive. We’ll have

to see what she does with it.
If anyone can make it
beautiful, I’'m betting on
Peggy Hart. Ni
For more information and sam-
ples of her work, Peggy Hart'’s web-
site is: www.blanketweave.com.

NOISE from page A1

a music fan whose hearing had
been impaired by going to too
many concerts, stated that he could
still hear the music loud and clear.
“I was on my back porch having a
cigarette and heard the singer ask
the crowd, ‘Is it loud enough? Can
you hear me?’ [I thought] are you
people deaf or what?”

Most of those who complained
about the noise live in apartment
buildings adjacent to the bar’s patio.
However, Janel Nockleby, who lives
over two hundred feet away down
Third Street, said she could clearly
hear the bands with the windows
closed. Noting that the distance vio-
lated the local noise ordinance, she
complained that calling the police
was “useless.”

Even selectboard member Rich
Kuklewicz claimed that he could
hear the bassline and drums from
his property on top of the hill in
Turners, well outside the down-
town area, though many have since
suggested he may have been hear-
ing a concurrent event at the much
closer Thomas Memorial Golf &
Country Club.

Many who attended the packed
hearing expressed anger at the sud-
den increase in Saturday night noise
levels, and the town’s perceived un-
willingness to respond to their com-
plaints. Yet there was also a strong
sentiment that compromise was
needed to keep Hubert’s business,
which is drawing people to down-
town Turners, viable.

David Detmold, who lives on
Fourth Street several blocks away
from the bar, stated that he was wor-
ried that the selectboard would “go

too far in the direction of enforcing
the noise ordinance™:

“I do think that people should
get relief and ... sleep, but if they
don’t want to hear any noise that
may be a bit of a utopia... We have
to live downtown, and we want it to
be lively. We want the businesses to
thrive. I’ve lived here for twenty-
five years and have seen businesses
come and go. It’s been a tough haul
for a lot of them.”

McNamara noted that Between
the Uprights, a bar across Avenue
A, also has band music that “cranks
it out.” But that bar, he stressed,
has bands only play outdoors four
or five times a year, not every Sat-
urday night.

“We’ve heard people say ‘it’s
the downtown,’” said McNamara,
“but it is also our neighborhood....
I think we can work this out. Shawn
and his wife have been great neigh-
bors. We worried about who was
going to buy the bar, but we like
those guys and the place has been
a lot of fun.”

Even the man with the impaired
hearing several times commended
Hubert’s efforts to create a new mu-
sic venue in downtown Turners.

A compromise solution that satis-
fies both Hubert’s business plan and
the peace of mind of downtown res-
idents may not be easy to achieve.
At the June 29 meeting, Hubert said
he was open to turning down the
volume and even ending outdoor
music at 10 p m. He also proposed
to purchase his own PA system so
he could control sound levels.

But Mike Thorn, who owns and
lives in an apartment building that
abuts the Hubie’s Patio, argued that

the drums, not the volume of the
sound system, were the issue.

“The PA system [solution] will
only work if it’s not an acoustic
drum set,” said Thorn. “There’s no
way you can have live music with
a standard drum set in this area
unless it’s indoors. It just simply
doesn’t work.”

After a long pause, selectboard
member Mike Nelson asked Hubert
if “all your bands have drums.”

Hubert answered “yes.” This
was followed by another very long
pause.

“We’ve heard people
say ‘it’s the downtown,
but it is also our
neighborhood... I think
we can work this out.”
John McNamara,

abutter

One member of the audience
then asked if the music could be
moved inside. Hubert responded
that his inside capacity is 70, and
there is seating for 60 more on the
patio, for a potential total of 130
people on a Saturday night. When
he has had to move the bands inside
on a rainy Saturday he has had to
remove tables, cutting the inside ca-
pacity nearly in half. Given the cost
of the bands, he said, such a solu-
tion would not be realistic.

Hubert also noted that he had
already booked bands for every
Saturday night, and several other
days during the remainder of the
summer.

The situation looked even more
dismal when Kuklewicz consulted
the “good old internet” and found
that the “recommended” decibel
level for drums at concerts was
90 to 105 dB, with a “peak” at
124-136 dB. The maximum levels
allowed by the current town ordi-
nance are 80 in the evening, with
special permission.

“That’s my concern,” stated
Kuklewicz. “Drums are loud, and I
don’t know if people are going to be
happy with it. I would not want to
see us trying to stop somebody from
trying to conduct a business, [but]
I believe that it’s going to be more
than this noise ordinance allows.”

In the end, Kuklewicz proposed
a modified implementation of the
existing town noise ordinance that
would allow up to 80 dB between 4
and 10 p m., turned down to 70 deci-
bels between 10 p.m. and 1 a.m.

Hubert said he believed he could
live with that and even proposed to
shut the music down entirely at 10
p.m.

The selectboard agreed that it
would monitor decibel levels and
discuss the results at its next meet-
ing on July 13.

A week later, one resident of the
abutting Moltenbrey Apartments,
sitting in front of the building on
Third Street, expressed less concern
about decibels than the quality of
the music.

Noting that he could hear the
patio bands even when his air con-
ditioning was on, he said he did
not really mind “unless the music
stinks. Tell the guy to keep having

good bands.”
D

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

OPEN DAILY
LUNCH and DINNER
24 Federal St., Greenfield
113-0333 / thepeoplespint.com

The Pint Says: TORN THE KEY! ¢
When you idle your car’s engine for more
than 10-20 seconds, you're wasting fuel. @y

Save on Gas - Save our (limate 7

CALL 863-8666
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The Montague selectboard, at
its first summer meeting of 2015,
heard a lengthy and often complex
update from broadband commit-
tee member Kevin Hart. Hart re-
viewed the latest developments
in the committee’s efforts to bring
fiber-optic cable to “under-served”
areas of Montague, particularly
homes in the southern section of
town not served by the Comcast
cable network.

Hart noted that the broadband
committee had proposed an appro-
priation at last May’s town meet-
ing to finance a “pole survey,” but
had been withdrawn when 45 new
unserved households were discov-
ered, and because town counsel
had advised that the town would
have to get a so-called “Municipal
Light Plant” license to oversee the
new system.

Hart stated that while he was
initially disappointed, the delay
turned out to be a “good thing,”
because the “ever shifting sands
of the state” have led to a process
to procure broadband for under-
served towns in the area.

Hart explained this procedure,
and presented the board with a
provisional timeline. The state has
put out a “request for qualifica-
tions” for companies to install the
broadband networks.

Two companies have respond-
ed so far, and there will thus poten-
tially be a total of four options for
Montague. These would include
the expansion of the existing Com-
cast network.

However, Hart noted that the
Massachusetts Broadband Insti-
tute (MBI), which is in charge of
the state process, has informally
set a threshold of 96% total cov-
erage for a town, which in Mon-
tague’s case would still leave 104
homes unserved.

Whatever the solution, the town
will have to initiate a “make-ready”
process to survey and prepare ex-
isting poles for fiber-optic cable.
Hart presented the board with a
detailed and formidable estimate
of the cost of the pole work.

Poles would need to be sur-
veyed for connecting the Turn-
ers Falls safety complex with the
Montague Center fire station, a
key “anchor institution” to connect
unserved homes in the southern
part of town. Then, bringing cable
from the fire station to the main
unserved neighborhoods will re-
quire still more pole preparation.

Hart estimated that the entire
pole project could cost as much
as $556,000 and, as he has in the
past, made the case that this could
be funded with state money.

He noted that the state had al-
lotted $5 million to the eleven un-
derserved towns in this region — al-
though to further complicate mat-
ters Montague is not considered
“underserved.” He calculated that
based on the number of unserved
homes, Montague should receive
at least $600,000, but “MBI is not
breaking it up that way.”

Clearly this will be a topic of
discussion with the state, but Hart
implied that he had a “verbal com-
mitment” from the state to fund

the project in theory will be as-
sessed to new broadband users.
“The net cost to the town if we
play our cards right could be very
little,” Hart stated. The town would
have to foot the cost of an MLP
lawyer, and perhaps bonding costs
for make ready construction.

There was some discussion of
the local process for creating a
Municipal Light Plant. This will
require two-thirds votes at two
consecutive town meetings.

Hart expressed concerns about
the potential need to have these
votes before the end of this cal-
endar year, which did not appear
realistic.

He presented a letter for the
board to send to MBI, which was
approved.

Noise and Gas

Much of the rest of the June 29
meeting was taken up by a public
hearing on noise complaints in
response to bands playing on the
patio of Hubie’s bar on Avenue A.
(See page Al.)

In other news, the board ap-
proved two letters about the pro-
posed natural gas pipeline which
could run through the town of
Montague. The first was to the
Department of Public Utilities
protesting the refusal of the DPU
to allow the town, in coalition with
a number of other towns, formal
intervention into Berkshire Gas’s
proposed contract with the pipe-
line company.

The second was to attorney
general Maura Healy, who was
granted intervention status and is
supposed to represent “rate pay-
ers,” including Montague. The let-
ter to Healy expressed a number
of concerns about the project and
about Berkshire’s moratorium on
new service pending completion
of the proposed pipeline.

Booze, Bikes and Brass

The board approved two one-
day beer and wine licenses for
events at the Upper Valley Mu-
sic Festival on July 25 in Turn-
ers Falls. One was for the Great
Falls Harvest Restaurant on Third
Street, and the other for an event at
the Shea Theater served by Lefty’s
Brewing Company.

Greg Garrison received approv-
al for an annual cycling race at the
industrial park that will take place
on five days in July.

Police chief Chip Dodge re-
quested, and received, board ap-
proval for a raise for reserve offi-
cer Todd Michon.

Pump and Cable Stations

Bob Trombley of the Water
Pollution Control Facility came
before the board with a number of
requests, including a requisition to
pay Baltazar Construction Com-
pany $71,941.45 for work on the
pump station project.

“Is this project with this com-
pany doing any better than it did
up at the airport?” asked audience
member John Reynolds.

“So far,” responded Trombley.

Jason Burbank of the cable ad-
visory committee requested that

the local access provider, Mon-
tague Community Cable Incor-
porated (MCCI). Negotiations for
a new contract, which expired on
June 30, are still in progress. The
board approved an extension until
December 3.

There was further discussion
of the meaning of the recent town
meeting vote to “authorize” the
board to sign a contract of “not
more than three years.”

Improvements

Bruce Hunter of the Franklin
County Housing Authority re-
ceived an authorization to disburse
funds for the senior center plan-
ning study. Hunter also requested
that the board sign a contract with
Mountain View Landscapes and
Lawn Care, Inc. to proceed with
the Avenue A Streetscape En-
hancement project.

There was discussion of the
next steps in the senior center
planning project. Town adminis-
trator Frank Abbondanzio noted
that the town’s capital improve-
ments committee would meet in
mid-July to discuss priorities. The
town is not only considering a
new senior center, but also a new
library and a major upgrade of its
highway department facility.

Appointments

Selectboard chair Michael Nel-
son proposed that the board ap-
point a vice chair in case he was
called to do emergency manage-
ment work “at a moment’s notice.”
The board appointed Rich Kukle-
wicz to the position.

At the end of the meeting, the
board renewed the appointments
of all appointed town officials, in-
cluding board members. However,
the appointments of Kathy Lynch
and Mark Fairbrother of the cable
advisory committee were delayed
until the next meeting so both
could be present to respond to con-
cerns that have been raised.

In Lynch’s case the issues in-
volve a potential conflict of inter-
est; Kuklewicz raised questions
about some emails that had been
sent to certain board members
which he had also received.

The next selectboard meeting is
Monday, July 13 at 7 p m. in the
upstairs public meeting room at
town hall.

TURNERS FALLS - Downtown
shopkeeper Rodney Madison was ar-
rested early Monday afternoon on
Avenue A by Montague police officer
Mike Sevene, on charges of disorderly
conduct and assault and battery on a
police officer.

Officer Sevene had no comment
on Madison’s arrest. He was advised
on the arrest by staff sergeant Chris-
topher Williams, who, when asked by
the dispatcher on duty to speak with
the Montague Reporter, said, “I’m not
going to give [Madison] any publicity,
good or bad.”

Police chief Charles “Chip” Dodge
said Tuesday he was unsure of the
circumstances that initiated a police
presence, but confirmed that Sevene
is alleging that Madison assaulted
him, and said it was possible that the
original circumstances escalated into
the current charges.

As to what action or actions were
the basis for the charge, Dodge said, “I
guess I shouldn’t get into it.”

Any “trespassory touching” would
constitute assault, he said.

The dispatch log provided to
the Reporter was censored, with a
blacked-out paragraph. According to
Dodge, only confidential material that
would compromise involved parties
would be withheld.

The department also refused to
provide the Reporter with a copy of
the arrest report, telling us that we
would be unable to obtain the docu-
ment until after Madison’s scheduled
arraignment this Thursday.

The report was obtained directly at
the Greenfield district court.

According to his narrative in the
report, Sevene was passing Gary’s
Coins, at 115 Avenue A, when shop
owner Gary Konvelski hailed him to
tell him that he and Madison had been
in an altercation, and that Madison had
said he was going to call the police.

Then, according to Sevene’s report,
Madison approached him, “demanding
and yelling that I charge Gary.” Sevene
called for Ssgt. Williams, advising
him that Madison was “flipping out.”

Sevene wrote that Madison stated,
“in a yelling matter,” that Konvelski
had “chest bumped him,” and that he
subsequently demonstrated this to the
officer by chest bumping him. Accord-
ing to the report, Madison then stated,
“thats [sic] what he did to me and I
want him charged.” Sevene wrote that
he “attempted to calm Rodney down.”

At about this point, Montague

followed by Ssgt. Williams.

Madison was sitting on a bench
and speaking loudly. Sevene’s report
states that when Williams arrived, the
two spoke and Williams attempted to
calm Madison down.

According to audio and video re-
cordings made by Jackson and re-
viewed by the Reporter, when Wil-
liams arrived he told Madison he
should be arrested. “If you bumped
him on purpose, he should be arrest-
ing you,” said Ssgt. Williams.

“I didn’t — would you tell him the
context of it?”” Madison asked of Sev-
ene. “I thought I was the one making
the complaint!”

Sevene and Williams briefly con-
ferred, and when Madison stood up
from his bench, they told him he was
not free to walk away, handcuffed
him, and put him in a cruiser. Madison
continued to shout in protest, but did
not resist arrest.

“So what if I am loud?” Madison
said during his arrest. “This is the rac-
ist shit I was talking about. You don’t
like what’s on my wall. I know none of
you like me. I am drawing attention to
myself. It doesn’t mean I go to jail, for
drawing attention to myself.”

The incident is the latest in a series
of events dating to 2013 concerning or-
namental planters on the Avenue.

Madison and Kovelski are both
responsible for the stewardship of
town-owned planters in front of their
shops, and controversy over Madison’s
placement of art objects in the planter
in front of his store, Madison on the
Avenue, has most recently led to the
formation of a town committee to set
policy concerning the planters. Madi-
son sits on that committee.

According to interviews with both
Madison and Konvelski, their alter-
cation began when Konvelski asked
Madison to move flower boxes he had
recently placed in front of Konvelski’s
antique store.

Madison states that he has the per-
mission to manage the plants outside
that building, which was purchased in
May by Ya-Ping Douglas. Konvelski
said the boxes were a hazard to his cus-
tomers and impeded movement on the
public sidewalk.

As Konvelski moved the boxes on
his own, according to both men, they
came into contact. Madison then left
to call the police.

Mike Jackson contributed
additional reporting.
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Town Requests Compressor Station Hearing

By JOSH HEINEMANN

The Wendell selectboard’s agenda
for its first meeting of fiscal 2016 was
so short, and their discussions so busi-
nesslike, that the board members had
time to wait before the executive ses-
sion that was scheduled for 8:15.

They signed a letter to Norman Bay,
chairman of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, asking that scop-
ing sessions for the Northeast Energy
Direct project be held in Northfield.

Board chair Christine Heard said
that she had an email exchange with
state senator Stan Rosenberg, and he
has expressed concern about large scale
projects that continue Massachusetts’
dependence on fossil fuels as opposed
to renewable energy sources and con-
servation. Rosenberg meets weekly
with the governor to discuss the com-
monwealth’s energy needs.

The proposed pipeline route passes
through some land under conservation
restriction, and the Massachusetts con-
stitution does not allow eminent domain
taking of that land without 2/3 majority
approval in both chambers of the legis-
lature. While federal law may pre-empt
a state law, Heard was not sure whether
a federal law can pre-empt a provision of
a state constitution.

Nan Riebschlaeger met the select-
board in two capacities, first as chair
of the Friends of the Meetinghouse to
pursue the Friends’ ownership of the
meetinghouse and the land it is on.

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich
said town counsel has the view that the
Friends own the building, but the town
ownmns the land, and the lot boundary in-

cludes a small “L” onto the north com-
mon where the gazebo sits.

As a group. the board members
think the town should maintain owner-
ship of that “L” and so money must be
spent to survey and divide the lot.

Riebschlaeger felt that the Friends
could share the cost of that work, as
suggested by selectboard member Jeof-
frey Pooser.

A town meeting vote is necessary
for the town to sell or give away town
owned land.

In her capacity as its chair. Riebsch-
laeger said the energy committee would
like to use Green Communities money
to replace the ceiling fans in the library
with Energy Star fans, a request that
calls for selectboard approval, which she
got. The cost would be $5,208, including
prevailing wage for labor.

Pooser suggested that those fans may
be repurposed in another town building,
and Riebschlaeger said that if the grant
comes through the town can look for a
local electrician who does not have to
charge prevailing wage.

She also said that the deadline for
using the town’s Green Communities
money has been extended to May 2016,
and may be extended again.

Selectboard member Dan Keller said
that facilities engineer Jim Slavas has
been having trouble getting an estimate
from Whittier Plumbing for overhaul of
the town hall heating system and so that
project is on hold.

Pooser said that recently Left-Click
has been doing well with their contract
to maintain and back up the town’s com-
puter systems and records, but through
most of the year they have been largely

absent. He questioned signing another
contract, but thought there are few, if
any, alternatives.

Left-Click is changing their pricing
structure to a flat rate plus an hourly
service charge. Pooser said he was go-
ing to Amherst the next day and would
speak with them.

Cemetery commission chair Rich-
ard Mackey met the board and asked
that the town’s old brush fire truck, a
1972 International, be transferred to
the cemetery commission, instead of
being auctioned as surplus. It could
be used to carry loam for backfilling
where graves had sunk. for plantings
and for carrying equipment.

He said he is familiar with that ve-
hicle, and can remove the equipment
it held when it was a fire department
truck. If it stays as town property it can
be available in situations like the ice
storm, and he could keep it next to the
trailer that stores cemetery commis-
sion equipment.

Heard said it is already registered
and insured in the town’s policy, and
no board member objected to Mackey’s
plan. as long as fire chief Joe Cuneo has
no objection either.

Mackey said that he would plant
trees in the Osgood brook cemetery, but
the trees that former cemetery commis-
sion chair Dan Bacigalupo had planted
there were stolen.

Board members will have to come
in, but not necessarily at the same time,
on July 8 to sign the last warrant of fis-
cal 2015, the contract for the Franklin
Regional Animal Shelter, and the war-
rant for the debt exclusion ballot vote
that will be held July 27.

Wendell Selectboard’s
Letter to the FERC

Dear Chairman Bay,

On behalf of the Town of Wendell, we respectfully re-
quest consideration be given to holding a scoping session
within the Town of Northfield as they are one of two com-
munities being proposed to host an 80,000 horsepower com-
pression station.

If these sessions are held in Boston, that means a 180
mile round trip for Northfield and Wendell residents to par-
ticipate. This translates to a full day off of work. With the
exception of Dracut, Massachusetts, all of the other Mas-
sachusetts towns affected by the NED Project are located to
the west of Northfield and Wendell.

We believe that it is imperative that residents be afforded
the opportunity to engage in open and transparent dialog
with FERC regarding the pipeline and the proposed route,
impacts and mitigation requirements before any final deci-
sion is made.

Thank you for your prompt attention and we look for-
ward to welcoming you in Northfield.

Sincerely,
The Selectboard of Wendell, MA

Monday, July 27:
Debt Exclusion Vote

WENDELL — The Wendell
Selectboard has voted to au-
thorize a Debt Exclusion Elec-
tion regarding the costs associ-
ated with bringing high speed
internet to Wendell.

The election will take place
on Monday, July 27. 2015.
The polls will be open noon
to 8 p.m.

Absenteeballot applications

are available now and continu-
ing until noon on Friday, July
24. To vote absentee you must
be absent from Wendell during
the hours the polls are open,
or have a physical or religious
constraint that prevents you
from coming to the polls.

The deadline to register to
vote in the Debt Exclusion
election was July 7.
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Morning Star Chenven. also a pe-
tition originator, asked the meeting
to consider that pipelines can leak
and explode — “We have to vote for
our life and our way of life.”

Town counsel Donna MacNicol,
asked about the effect of passing the
petition, said that pipeline decisions
were up to the state Department of
Public Utilities and Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission. “T can’t
promise you that this will stop the
pipeline, but it is your voice.” she
said.

After the article passed by major-
ity voice vote, the crowd erupted in
delighted shouts and clapping.

Erving Riverside Park

The STM also approved boi-
rowing $775,000 to develop Erving
Riverside Park at the former Usher
Plant on Arch Street. The money
will be used only if the town obtains
a Parklands Acquisitions and Reno-
vations for Communities (PARC)
grant from the state Division of Con-
servation Services, which would re-
imburse the town up to $400,000 of
the total cost of development.

Usher Mill re-use committee
chair Jeanie Schermesser said that, if
the state approves the PARC grant.

the money will be used to turn a por-
tion of the “abandoned and blighted”
former mill into a riverfront park.
The grant application is due July
15, and awards will be announced in
November.

MacNicol explained that PARC
grant application requires three
things of the town meeting: autho-
rization for the selectboard to apply
for the grant, dedication of the land
to conservation and recreational
purposes, and approval of the full
amount of the development cost.

If the grant is approved, up to
$400.000 of the cost will be paid by
state funding. If the grant is not ap-
proved, the project will not go for-
ward.

Finance committee member Dan-
iel Hammock called development of
the park a “win/win/win/win/win”
situation, because river access for
tourists is *“an incredible opportu-
nity.” He said that, because the ma-
jority of the town’s property taxes
are paid by the Northfield Mountain
Project, only $56.000 to $58.000
would come from residential prop-
erty taxes.

Planning board member Jacque-
Iyn Boyden called the park devel-
opment “a good opportunity to re-
vitalize the center of town — and the

Mountain Project will pay the lion’s
share of the cost.”

After a question about traffic and
parking at the proposed park, recre-
ation commission chair Mark Bur-
nett said, “Hundreds of people were
working at the Usher Plant every
day, about 15 years ago.”

Usher Mill re-use committee
member Jeff Dubay answered a
question about the potential safety
concerns from falling bricks from
the former Boiler Building smoke-
stack by saying that the building area
is surrounded by a chain-link fence
and is blocked off. This building area
is not part of the proposed riverfront
park.

Ivan Ussach of the Millers River
‘Watershed Council, asked to speak
by the Usher Mill re-use commit-
tee, told the meeting about expand-
ing the Athol-to-Orange “blue trail”
on the Millers River to a trail that
goes through Erving all the way to
the Connecticut River. He said there
was “‘enormous recreational and eco-
tourism potential” along the river.

Ussach said Erving’s riverside
park proposal was “not in a vacuum™:
Athol has developed a riverfront park
near its library, and Orange has been
approved for a riverfront park grant.
He encouraged the town to vote the

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

funds for the park, so the river can be
used “for fun and economic develop-
ment.”

The meeting voted 95 to 10 to ap-
prove the borrowing. In addition, the
meeting approved $5,000 for the re-
use committee to hire professional
grant-writing help.

Two Re-Voted Articles

All of the $1.9 million in pro-
posed expenditures, including put-
ting $852,712 into the stabilization
fund, $165,000 to purchase the
property at 34 Northfield Road, and
$90.000 to re-side town hall, were
approved.

The $855,712 stabilization fund
addition and the $165,000 North-
field Road purchase were previously
approved at the May 6 annual town
meeting. After that meeting, town
cletk Richard Newton questioned
whether the moderator could declare
that the required two-thirds major-
ity for these articles was reached by
voice vote rather than by actual vote
count.

According to Sharp, MacNicol
recommended re-voting the two ar-
ticles at the June STM. Both were re-
approved unanimously at the STM.

In addition, the STM passed a
bylaw clarifying the moderator’s

CALL 863-8666

authority to declare a vote, without
a hand count, on matters requiring a
two-thirds, four-fifths or nine-tenths
vote, unless the moderator’s declared
vote is immediately questioned.

Property Tax Work-Off

The STM approved a plan to al-
low property tax reductions for peo-
ple over 60 who work for the town as
volunteers. The property tax exemp-
tion of up to $750 will be available
for ten households.

The seniors in the program must
work for a town office or commut-
tee and have the skills needed for the
jobs. Their work will be valued at the
state minimum wage rate, and will
be considered taxable income.

Other Expenditures

The STM approved $25,000 for
future repair or replacement of the
library, $21.000 to replace the police
station flooring. $9.517 for Class
A dress uniforms for firefighters,
$9.135 for partial tuition at Smith
Vocational School for one student,
$3.200 for purchase and installation
of a washer and dryer at the senior
and community center, $6,000 for
a portable public address system,
$2.820 to refinish the library’s oak

see ERVING page A7
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Smoked Meats & Homemade Sides
Open Fri/Sat/Sun 12-7
874 Mohawk Trail in Shelburne
813-336-5266
www.smokybrosbbg.com

NEEDFUL THINGS

Now Holding Auctions
“Formerly Known as Acorn Auctions™

Every other Saturday night at 6 p.m.
Preview 2 fo 6 p.m.

199 DezgrieLp St., GREENFIELD

»  Songline isn’t gone!
ﬂ We've just moved.
Order your favorite Emu Qil
products online or by phone.

Free Shipping Franklin County - discount code LOCAL
Expires Aug 31

Energy Audit:
(413) 775-9006

www.AllAboutEmu.com or 413 863-2700

Remodeling Contractor

Blown Cellulose [nsulation * Airsealing * Energy Audits
Replacement Doors & Windows * Rooling * Siding,
Home Repairs = Spray Foam Insulation

Call Now for a Free

Bryan G. Hobbs

Bryan G. Hobbs
346 Conway St, Greenfield
brymihobbsremodeling@gmail.com
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Old Depot Gardens,
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TOM

~ CONGRATULATIONS -
AND BEST WISHES “
ON YOUR RETIREMENT

BETSY SICARD PHOTO

N

-

Erving town hall sends off one of ifs own, Tuesday night. Tom, yoi've ahvays
been a great belp fo us at the Reporter, and we wish you all the best!

tcHee

Franklin Gounty Home Gare Corp.

MANAGERS (2] for
SENIOR DINING CENTER MEALS PROGRAM

ERVING
9 Hours per week. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ONLY

NORTHFIELD
9 Hours per week. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. ONLY

Heat and serve noontime meal for area Elders; provide accurate reports to
central office. Requires: previous food service experience; good recordkeeping
ability; excellent communication skills; and sensitivity to needs of elders.

Submit resume & cover letter with preference of Site to: HR @fchce.org
or mail to: FCHCC-DHR, 330 Montague City Rd., Turners Falls, MA 01376,
or stop into Turners Falls office to fill out an application.
Applications will be accepted until positions are filled. AA/EOE.

[search resumed]

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Community Part of Senior &

Community Center Stressed

By KATIE NOLAN

The Erving selectboard met both
immediately before and after the June
29 special town meeting.

The board held an unadvertised
executive session attended by ad-
ministrative coordinator Tom Sharp
and town counsel Donna MacNi-
col. Sharp announced his retirement
from town service as of July 10 at
the subsequent special town meet-
ing. According to MacNicol, the ex-
ecutive session was legal, although
not posted.

The board reappointed members
of the police department, town com-
mittees and boards for fiscal year
2016. Sharp was reappointed “as per
agreement.”

Appointments to vacant Council
on Aging seats were delayed while
the board waits for recommendations
from the couneil.

The board approved spending
$45.000 to contract for heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning work at
Erving Elementary School, including
repair or replacement of the building’s
boiler. The May 6 annual town meet-
ing voted up to $110,000 for capital
repairs to the EES building.

Community Center Job
The board reviewed the draft
job description for the senior and

community center director.

Scott Bastarache observed that the
job description didn’t speak to the
citizen comments at the special town
meeting held earlier.

During discussion of purchasing a
washer and dryer and snow blower for
the senior and community center, one
resident noted that the warrant article
used the term “senior center” rather
than “senior and community center,”
and asked that the selectboard pay at-
tention to the whole community’s use
of the building.

Bastarache said he would like to
see the responsibility for outreach to
the whole community expanded in
the job description.

Selectboard member Jacob Smith
noted that there were several sections
of the description dealing with the
general community.

Selectboard member Arthur John-
son warned that increasing the center
director’s hours to include opening
to the community in evenings would
“blow the budget through the roof.”

Smith suggested that the descrip-
tion should include language saying
that the director’s hours would be
flexible, including several evenings
per week.

The board decided to ask the
Council on Aging and the two town
institutions that currently use the
center — the recreation commission

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

Dump Truck Will Need Some Work

By MIKE JACKSON

Waiting for Randy Crochier’s
scheduled late arrival, John Ward
and chair Gregory Snedeker ran
through as many agenda items as
they could at the outset of their June
29 selectboard meeting. First order of
business was the purchase of a used
dump truck, and how best it could be
brought up to snuff.

“It’s looking like most likely next
Monday will be the delivery date,”
said administrative assistant Puring-
ton. “We know there are odds and
ends with the truck — there’s a chain
that’s in the spreader body that will
need to be replaced...

At its annual meeting this spring,
the town of Gill made the somewhat
unconventional decision to pur-
chase a used vehicle, a 2009 Sterling
L7500, for the highway department,
and fix it up as needed, allocating ex-
pense of up to $50,000 for the proj-
ect. This put the board on unfamiliar
procedural territory.

The vehicle itself ended up cost-
ing $33.,200, with most of a $3.700
sandblasting, repainting and under-
coat job covered by a $3,500 trade-in
on the retiring vehicle.

“What about picking the truck
up and getting it straight to our me-
chanic,” Ward suggested, in order
to get a complete list of its needs as
soomn as possible.

According to Purington, as of
press time the dump truck had been
delivered. but the town was waiting
for its title and registration before
bringing it for inspection.

Heat Pumps Approved
Vicky Jenkins of the energy com-
mittee came to discuss a proposed

Green Communities-funded en-
ergy conservation project, of up to
$66.000, at the town-owned River-
side municipal building.

The building is rented to the Four
Winds School and used by the his-
torical commission and Riverside
water district. The project would
install six outdoor air-source heat
pumps at the building, to feed thir-
teen indoor units.

According to state law, for en-
ergy conservation projects of under
$100,000, towns can contract di-
rectly with utility company subcon-
tractors without going to an open
bid. Eversource brought in Gates
HVACR of South Deerfield for the
proposed project.

After the proposed overhaul, the
building would be heated in zones
suited to the different use of different
rooms: the two classrooms would be
heated more regularly, and meeting
rooins would be kept colder most of
the time, and brought up to tempera-
ture only for meetings.

“I think we've got a reason-
ably funded, reasonably budgeted
project.” said Purington, explain-
ing that nearly $57.000 should be
available from the town’s Green
Communities fund, and an addi-
tional $9.000 for contingencies
could be pulled, if necessary, from
money designated by town meeting
for heating projects.

The board approved the project’s
Green Communities application.

Hearing Requested

The board reviewed a draft of a
letter to the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Comumission, asking that a
scoping hearing for a proposed natu-
ral gas transmission line and com-

pressor station be held in Northfield
where the compressor station would
be located.

Northfield and Warwick have sent
letters to the FERC asking a scoping
hearing be held in Northfield. Pur-
ington based his draft on Warwick’s
letter, modifying it given that the
route would not pass through Gill.

“The line that reads, ‘and the light
and noise pollution that will come
shining and rumbling across the
Connecticut River Valley’ is colo1-
ful... but I wonder if it was too colo1-
ful for the tone and tenor of the rest
of the letter,” said Ward.

“T don’t want it to diminish us in
any way, where we could be brushed
off as being a little fanatical.”

“You could possibly just rephrase
it,” said Snedeker, to “possible nega-
tive impacts.... Isn’t there a certain
amount of gassing off that hap-
pens?”

“When FERC looks at Gill on the
map and looks at where this com-
pressor station may be located,” Pur-
ington reasoned, “they may say, why
does Gill even care? From a city per-
spective, they don’t know what light
pollution is, because they’ve never
lived without it.”

The board authorized Purington
to revise, and Snedeker to sign, the
letter. *T don’t think people should
have to drive 180 miles to go to a
scoping hearing about something in
their backyard,” said Snedeker.

ConCom Enfrusted

The conservation commission
has notified the town about a hear-
ing for a deck rebuilding project ata
Grist Mill Road residence that abuts
town property. “The concrete foot-
ings, or pad, for the current deck are

in danger of tipping toward the riv-
er, so the deck needs to be rebuilt,”
said Purington.

“The part about it toppling into the
river makes it sound really close,”
said Ward, wondering just how close
to the river it is.

“Might take two bounces,” joked
Purington.

The board did not take action, de-
ferring to the conservation commis-
sion to represent the town’s interests
in the matter.

Lights Ordered

The board discussed final details
of an order of LED streetlights from
the Medfield-based lighting whole-
saler Fred Davis Corporation, a proj-
ect that would also be funded under
Green Communities.

“All of the street lights have
been a topic of ‘could they be
toned down,”” said Purington. I
can’t dispute that LED lights can
seem brighter, and I can’t predict
whether these will or these won’t
— it’s definitely a wvalid concem.”
“The one outside town hall has been
complained about numerous times
by numerous people,” noted Ward,
adding that one on Route 2 by the
Scheutzen Verein has also been
mentioned as a candidate for toning
down.

After a lengthy, technical dis-
cussion of which floodlights might
need toning down, the board opted
not to adjust the proposed purchase,
and Purington cut to the chase.
“This is a non-negotiable kind of
agreement,” he said, and said that
there had been delays in securing an
inter-municipal agreement with the
town of Amherst, which would be
doing the installation work.

“The last thing to know about
these, from what I've been told, is
that, once built, these are non-return-
able kinds ofitems,” he cautioned. I
feel very certain that we’re doing this
project, and everything I've heard
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tables and chairs, and $1,500 for
a snow blower for the senior and
community center.

During discussion of the senior
and community center purchases,
one resident noted that the warrant
article used the term “senior cen-
ter” rather than “senior and com-
munity center’” and asked that the
selectboard pay attention to the

whole comnmunity’s use
Wi

of the building.
and the library — for input on the job
description.

Renovator’s Supply

The selectboard revised the word-
ing in a letter to the owners of the
Renovator’s Supply building in ask-
ing for the names of the businesses
renting space in the building. The
information was sought by the asses-
sors, but has not been provided.

Assistant assessor Jacquelyn Boy-
den noted that businesses operating
in Erving are required to have a busi-
ness license, and none of the busi-
nesses renting space in the building
have obtained a business license.

Please shop
locally! Support

The Montague
Reporter’s
advertisers.

says these are the ones we want, so I
think it makes sense to go ahead and
place the order — I don’t think there’s
a lot of downside risk.”

The board approved the purchase,
for $11,527.34.

Obelisks Notarized

Town clerk Lynda Hodsdon
Mayo came to certify the results of
the board’s mandated, if mostly cer-
emonial, perambulation of the town
boundaries on June 17. “Ray said I
could come because of the joy that I
was feeling about how we have ac-
complished this project,” she said.

Board members signed state-
ments that they had uncovered the
stone markers that indicated the
town borders with Northfield and
Bernardston, and confirmed their
coordinates.

All involved agreed it had been
an enjoyable outing, though it was
noted that in future years, this man-
dated task should be attempted in the
springtime, before greenery obscures
the markers.

Other Biz

The board voted to renew the
town’s contract with the Regional
Dog Confrol Services, for $350 a
year.

They made routine reappoint-
ments to various town committees.
Pam Lester opted not to be reappoint-
ed to the town energy commission.
“Pam’s been a really strong member
of that body.” noted Purington.

They also appointed Andrew
Howell as a firefighter, and Leah
Banks to the town cultural council.

It was announced that the Frank-
lin Regional Council of Govern-
ments is holding two public hearings
on its draft Regional Transportation
Plan, viewable at ficog.org, Wednes-
day, July 15 from 11:30 a m. to 12:30
p-m. and from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. at
Greenfield’s Olver Transit Center.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

The Erving Conservation Commission in accordance
with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L.
Chapter 131 Section 40, will hold a public meeting on
Monday, July 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Erving Town
Hall, 12 East Main Street, to discuss a Request for
Determination of Applicability.

The Request was filed by BSC Group on behalf of

Eversource Energy, to build a new transmission line, a
switching station and access road on Eversource property.

Chairman, David Brule

SAFETY from pg A1

a major issue.

Campfires and fires in fire pits
also require precautions.

“Always have a bucket of water
nearby.” Ingram cautioned.

Water safety is a concern during
the hot summer months as well.
Ingram urges parents of small
children to be responsible. This
means knowing your child’s abilities
when it comes to swimming, he
said, and knowing what flotation
devices are needed.

“Swimming and boating can be
fun activities, but they also can be
dangerous,” said Ingram.

Diving injuries are also common,
especially in a large, manmade
body of water like Lake Wyola. If
people don’t know their surround-
ings, Ingram cautioned, they may
try to dive in an area that is more

heavily covered in rocks than they
thought.

If the worst does happen and
someone is injured or needs medi-
cal attention, Ingram said to call 911
immediately. Someone should meet
the rescuers, or whoever is on the
scene first, to point them towards
the scene of the accident.

According to the CDC, children
between the ages of one and four
have the highest risk of drown-
ing. In addition, according to the
CDC, males account for 80% of
the drowning deaths each year. For
every one child who is reported
dead from drowning, five children
receive emergency care for their
injuries.

“Know what your child’s swim-
ming capabilities are,” said In-
gram.

Hiking is another summer activ-

ity that helps people stay in shape
while enjoying the bright, sunny
days. Ingram recommends bringing
plenty of water and being mindful
of the daylight hours.

“Be responsible, go out at a rea-
sonable hour,” Ingram said.

Ingram also recommends bring-
ing a cell phone, in case hikers get
lost. Rescuers can track the loca-
tion of the lost hikers using the cell

phones.

‘While Ingram said bear sightings
are rare in Leverett, it is important
not to leave bird feeders out in the
yard. If a bear does appear, do not
feed it. Call the local police or ani-
mal control to deal with the animal.

Last. it can be tempting to ex-
ceed the speed limit with warm,
sunny days and good road condi-
tions. In light of the recent motor-

cycle crash in Leverett, Ingram is
urging motorists both on the road
and off the road in ATVs or moun-
tain bikes to be responsible and
go slow. ATV users should use the
areas designated for that particular
activity, and wear helmets.

Most of all, Ingram urges resi-
dents to have a safe, fun
Sumimer.
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Financing, Business Assistance, Commercial Space
www.fcecde,org ¢ #13-774-7204

FRANKLIN COUNTY CIDC

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
WESTERN MA FOOD PROCESSING CENTER

Now serving Hampshire & Berkshire Counties

LSCff‘CT/Z-L.Z.é{/’ Home Organizing

/clear your space, clear your mind

v‘o

b’

Jill Bromberg
Montague, MA

serenityhomeorganizing.com
413.367.9959

%9

[T TR0 T T [
Te(Gill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pm
Sunday Brunch. 10am-2pm
413-863-9006

www.thegilltavern.com
326 Main Road Gill. MA

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

151 Avenue A

Turners Falls, MA 01376
| Abodi-Face

413.863.5447 Computer Solutions

www.about-facecomputers.com

Owner : Dwayne Sirum

Route 142

629 Mt Hermon Station Rd

Northfield, Ma 01360

(413) 776-5040 or (413) 325-3272

We Repair all Makes and Models

From a Chainsaw to a Small Compact Tractor

Peter Waters Painting
Services

Interior/Exterior
Custom Residential
Fully Insured

Office: 978-544-6534
Cell: 413-461-5172
Wendell, MA

petenwaterssa@gmall com

GRI -
Recognized Top Producer

| UPTON-MASSAMONT

(413) 665-3771 x104 Offic
. TReTOD (413) 665-3772 Fax
4 (413) 834-1524 Cell
3 @ (413) 423-3810 Home
don@cbumr.com E-mail
% @ + Elm Street, South Deerficld, MA 013
Each Otfice Is Independently
Craned Aivd Cperited. www.cbnpl.on—m assamonit.

Montagre Dental Arts
Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.

300 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA (11376

Phone: (413) 863-2288

www.drkoolkin.com

Landscape Design & Maintenance

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care

Family Owned & Operated

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Yeors
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

' PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS
www.turnersialispizza.com
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls  +  (413) 863-8000

- Serving Home Grown g
Farm-inspired Food & Drink

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 Y
Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /
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WEST ALONG THE RIVER

By DAVID BRULE

MILLERS RIVER BEND -
Out here on the edge of the woods,
along the rushing river, we’re part
of the nightfall. We keep track of
what happens every evening when
the sun goes down. We are beyond
the reach of the electric light and the
intrusions of the 21st century, for
now. Out here, we are timeless, in a
way. Flowers close, the Big Dipper
appears over the ridgeline of the old
house, and night falls.

Most of you are indoors by
choice, behind screen doors, cool
with air conditioners, in front of tele-
vision or computer, away from an-
noying bugs and all. But some of us
are outdoors, reporting on nighttime
events for you, quietly watching,
seeing and hearing things when the
sun goes down just over there to the
southwest, turning the sky and our
valley rim briefly gold in the slant-
ing rays.

Evening and the night unfold like
this:

The red-eyed wireo has been
singing his interminable, breathless
warble. He’s been at it all day, may-
be he’ll stop after dark. The redstart
whistles every twenty seconds as he
has been all day, watching over his
mate and nest in the glen. He started
before dawn and will only relent af-
ter dusk.

The first cricket begins fiddling,
the first mosquitoes come out to bite,
but not for long. The females are

AGASSIS-FUERTES ILLUSTRATION

Every
Time the
Sun Goes

A pair of american redsiarts
- Setophaga ruticilla

looking to feed on red blood, they
can’t help it, that’s how they’re hard-
wired. No sense in any of us fleeing
indoors because of it. Certainly don’t
want to spray. Just cover up a bit. and
they’ll go away.

The chattering chimney swifts
streak through the sky overhead.
Their sheer joy of flying is easy to
see and to share in. They weave and
dip in formation, usually three by
three. From time to time they sweep
by, gliding side by side, their pointed
wings held up in arigid letter V. Then
they break into swirls and power
dives, chattering and screaming with
joy the whole time.

The humpy-back bats will be
out precisely at 8:40. Two or three
of them tumble through the air, er-
ratic, snapping up night moths and

see WEST ALONG page B3
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1950¢ Third Street: Mayberry on My Mind

CRIME FUN

Bl

JULY 9, 2015

By JEFFREY WEBSTER

TURNERS FALLS — We moved to the Baker block
on Third Street when I was about four years old. I moved
out when I was 19. Now, almost 50 years later, I remem-
ber my life in that third-floor apartment better than I re-
call today’s breakfast. Oatmeal, right? Pancakes?

When I think of that top-floor apartment, I visualize
the plethora of television aerials — that’s what we called
them in the dark ages — on rooftops stretching up to Av-
emue A and beyond. The green wooded slope of Canada
Hill provided a natural backdrop to the man-made forest
of masts, crosspieces and rotor motors.

This confused array was best viewed from a window
in the common hallway where my mother would lean out
and literally air out our laundry in public. The high-flying
clothesline stretched to a ufility pole in the alley behind
the Rendezvous Cafe.

Two street-facing windows provided me with hours
of entertainment: The Massachusetts National Guard’s
annual convoy from Fort Devens heading to Camp
Drum, NY, the fire engine from the old Third Street sta-
tion screaming by, and the daily parade of across-the-
street neighbors coming home from the mills to their
Cutlery block apartments.

Each morning, I was serenaded by the crowing of
roosters that belonged to my friend on L Street. He also
kept a barrel of leeches he applied to mosquito bites. I
declined to try that.

My friend’s uncle lived in the little gray house sand-
wiched between Baker’s and the Rendezvous. He was
a gentle character who would readily show you the six
fingers on each of his hands.

After my sisters moved out on their own, I inherited
the “big” bedroom in the back with its alley-facing win-
dow. One day, I was drawn to that window by a ruckus in
the alley where a dog was threatening some kids. A Turn-
ers cop showed up and shot the dog while my mother
edged me away from the window.

There were four apartments in the Baker building, and
several tenants moved in and out of the unit directly be-
low us. One evening, we heard what sounded like a gun-
shot. We couldn’t determine the source, and pretty much
forgot about it. The next day, two men in blue knocked
on our door and asked to inspect the floor in my room.

It seems that our downstairs neighbor had fired a pis-
tol into his ceiling and the officers thought it may have

COURTESY JEFF WEBSTER

“The director was desperate for a baritone so be let me in the
band while I was still in §th grade. Big mistake,” writes Jeff
Webster, pictured here on the bood of bis fathers 1956 Stude-
bafker President on Crocker Avense, around 1960 or 1961.

come through my floor. They did not find any evidence,
but my mother was appalled that they had seen my messy
room. She was apparently less concerned with me get-
ting shot than she was with the cops seeing my stacks
of Mad Magazines and piles of stuff that kids collect.
Admittedly, I was not the neatest kid, but I'm sure the
officers had seen worse.

The best days of anyone’s childhood are school snow
days. Waking to a storm, I would jump out of bed to the
smell of hot cocoa my mom made from scratch. WHAIT
would be on the radio, and I always hoped I would hear
Bob Gallison announce that Montague schools were
closed. Of course, when that happened, T grabbed my
sled and headed to the Unity Park hill.

In summer, my mother would gather with neighbor-
hood women and sit in their lawn chairs on the sidewalk
in front of Baker’s used fiuniture store. My father might
be working a shift at Cabot Station or hoisting a few in
the Rendezvous. I spent more than a few hours with him
in the Rendezvous sipping a Coke. I vividly recall the

see 1950s page B4

Not a
Paltry

By JOHN FURBISH

TURNERS FALLS — Yes,
something is new and it is ex-
citing at the 2015 Great Falls
Farmers Market. Donna Fran-
cis, the market’s manager, has
started scanning EBT cards to
authorize SNAP benefits (for-
merly called “food stamps™)
so that low-income people in
the Montague area can more
easily obtain healthy and nu-
tritious produce that is grown
locally.

EBT cards will be accept-
ed every Wednesday from
3 to 6 p.m., rain or shine,
through October at the farm-
ers market for big and small
purchases, as long as your
EBT account has enough in it
to cover the cost of what you

want to purchase.

The Great Falls Farmers
Market has been around for
25 years. For the past several
years, they have been located
starting on Avenue A at the
comner of Second Street and
expanding as needed down
toward the Discovery Center.

You may have noticed
from the eye-catching 2014
and 2015 posters, that the
market has come under new
direction. It is now managed
by the Montague Agricultui-
al Commission (AgCom), a
citizens group which is deter-
mined to keep farming viable
in Montague, which has near-
1y 3.000 acres of arable land.
Donna Francis, the AgCom
chair, is the market manager
and maintains its Facebook
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Farmers Market 1: Amwos and Mark Koyama pick out a box
of strawberries as Bill McKerchie of Just Roots looks on.

presence at www facebook.
com/GreatFallsFarmersMar-
ket.

AgCom and GFFM
Join Forces

The market is such an es-
sential manifestation of Mon-
tague’s identity that, arguably,
if it hadn’t started about 1990
and thus been in existence
before 2010, it would have
had to have been invented af-
terwards. The year 2010 saw
a group of town residents and
officials meet with the Frank-
lin Regional Council of Gov-
ernments (FRCOG) planners
to develop an Open Space
and Recreation (OSR) plan,
which became adopted by
the selectboard in December
2010.

The OSR group came to a
new appreciation of the rural
character of Montague’s his-
toric villages, whose diverse
landscapes include a mix
of farms, extensive forests,
hillsides and river corridors.
These all help to provide
many scenic views and, with
the agricultural and forestry
businesses, a satisfaction that
comes from “eating fresh
vegetables, fruit and meat
produced close to home,
and buying nursery and for-
est products raised by their
neighbors.”

see MARKET page B5
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Parsley
Problem

By PETE WACKERNAGEL

FRANKILIN COUNTY - Last winter I de-
cided that this year was the time for me to make
all the decisions, call all the shots, choose what
to let live and what to let die. I’d put in three
years working for other farmers, with this pe-
riod culminating, just before last Halloween, in
being fired from Riverland Farm.

The proximate cause had been that I'd in-
formed the owners that I'd be taking a day to
get acquainted with the full-manual espresso
machine at a local café, the post-season job I'd
lined up. They thought that I wasn’t asking for
permission, and, I really wasn’t.

The ultimate cause, however, had been eight
months of thinly veiled mutual dislike and re-
sentment where I'd developed prison mental-
ity. With the invincibility and freedom of the
fugitive with nothing left to lose, I got myself
fired for exercising my own agency.

It was an easy step from this nadir in my
employment history to choose to grow on my
own. In pretty quick succession, I landed some
land and received a few offers to purchase my
vegetables.

I felt great about not having any real type
of plan or business education, and at least five
or six people, plus my parents felt neutrally
or positive about the idea. so I put in a $200
seed order to High Mowing Organic Seeds.
I ordered everything, the brassicas, the sola-
nums, mesclun mixes, celery, fava beans, car-
rots, beets, radishes, herbs both medicinal and

culinary.

I was somewhat overcome when the box of
seeds arrived in the mail. Seeds are just grains
of hope, and so receiving them in Febmary is
a helpful tool to deal with the winter blues. I
took each bright package out fo look at, cover-
ing my bedroom floor with them.

T usually don’t look at invoices, but perhaps
out of aspirant professionalism, T unfolded this
one and read down the long list. It appeared
that everything had shipped — everything, that
is. except for the Giant Italian Parsley that I
was looking forward to making parsley salads
with. A few days later I received the first back-
order shipping delay e-mail.

High Mowing Organic Seeds is the only
seed company that sells exclusively organic
seeds. With most seed companies, even those
popular with organic growers such as Johnny’s
Select Seeds and FEDCO, only a fraction of
their catalog is organic.

Much of the reason for this is that it’s just
very difficult to produce organic seeds. The
plants must be in the ground for far longer than
they would be if they were being harvested
for food, and so are at risk for a long period of
time. This means a greater chance of weather-
related damage. insect pests, and fungus: more
exposure to the multifarious gauntlet of mor-
tality that farmers navigate.

There’s little incentive, other than ethics, for
organic growers to buy organic. Organic certi-
fication does not require them. It only requires
that growers buy an unspecified good-faith

see AGRARIAN page B3
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Pet of the Week

Hello, I'm Babe. I'm a pretty
laid back, but also pretty playful,
guy who enjoys the greater things

JULY 9, 2015

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS

MCTYV News for the Week of July 6

By PAM KINSMITH

roundings, running around the
house playing with all the toys and

Bttt maceple: and programiming, go to their website at montague-

in life such as exploring my sur-

I can be a little shy at first, but
if vou give me a
few minutes I'll
slowly start to get
comfortable.

I've lived with
dogs and other cats
before and 1 just
love people.

Stop down and
visit with e,
maybe you’ll fall
in love and take me
home with you!
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Contact the Da-
kin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society
at (413) 548-9898
or at info@dpvhs.

publiclibraries.org.

Check out some great programming this week at

MCTV:

» The Turners Falls Rod and Gun Club welcomed car

* Common People Concert from June 23 at Gill Con-
gregational Church. Pep up your workday or cooking

enthusiasts on July 1. Program host John Landino

spoke with participants and shares with us unique
information about some of the spectacular cars in at-
tendance. The next public Cruise Night will be held
August 5 at the Turners Falls Rod and Gun Club on
Deep Hole Road from 5 to 9 p m.

+ Stay informed about local politics. The Gill and
Montague selectboard meetings from June are now
available for viewing on our website.

* Check out the kick-off event for the Montague Pub-
lic Libraries Summer Reading Program. Hosted at
the Carnegie Library, presenter Richard Roth from
Creature Teachers gives a temrific presentation with
all kinds of animal information for all ages. For more
information about the libraries and all kinds of events

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Center,
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a m.
to 2 p.m.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made one
day in advance by 11 a.m.

All fitness classes are supported
by a grant from the Executive Office
of Elder Affairs.

Voluntary donations are accepted.
Council on Aging Director is Ro-
berta Potter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff
Suprenant.

For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357.

Messages can be left on our ma-
chine when the Center is closed.
Monday 7/13
10:10 am. Aerobics
10:50 am. Chair Exercise
1 pm. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 7/14
10:30 am. Chair Yoga
Wednesday 7/15
10:10 am. Aerobics
10:50 am. Chair Exercise
Noon Lunch
12:45 pm. Bingo
Thursday 7/16
9 am. Tai Chi,

Veteran’s Outreach
Noon Lunch
1 pm. Pitch & Five Crowns
Friday 7/17
10:10 am. Aerobics
10:50 am. Chair Exercise

Monday 7/20

8 a.m. Foot Clinic Appts
10:10 am. Aerobics
10:50 am. Chair Exercise
Noon Pot Luck & Bingo
Tuesday 7/21

10:30 am. Chair Yoga

July 13 to 24

1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Wednesday 7/22
10:10 a.m. Aerobics
10:30 Monthly Health Screenings
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Noon Lunch
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursday 7/23
9 am. Tai Chi,

Veteran’s Outreach
Noon Lunch
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns
Friday 7/24
10:10 a.m. Aerobics
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise

LEVERETT

For information, contact the Lev-
erett COA at (413) 548-1022, ext. 5,
or coa(@leverett.ma.us.
Flexibility and Balance Chair Yoga
—Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $6 (first class free). Se-
nior Lunch — Fridays at noon. Call
(413) 367-2694 by Wednesday for a
reservation.

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Erving, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager at
423-3308 for meal information and
reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-
ters, interim Senior Center Director,
at (413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shopping,
or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities, sched-
ule a ride, or find out about the next
blood pressure clinic.

Monday 7/13
9am. Tai Chi

Senior Center Activities

10 am. Osteo Exercise

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
Tuesday 7/14

8:45 am. Chair Aerobics

9:30 am. COA Meeting

10 am. Stretching & Balance
11:30 Sandwich Tuesday (sign up)
12:30 p.m. Painting Class
‘Wednesday 7/15

8:45 am. Line Dancing

10 am. Chair Yoga

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
12:15 p.m. Bingo & Snacks
Thursday 7/16

8:45 am. Aerobics

10 a m. Healthy Bones

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
12:30 p.m. Jewelry Class
Friday 7/17

9 am. Bowling

11:30 a.m. Pizza, Movie & Snacks
Noon Out to Lunch at Terrazza

Monday 7/20

9 am. Tai Chi

10 a m. Osteo Exercise

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
Tuesday 7/21 CLOSED
Wednesday 7/22

8:45 am. Line Dancing

10 am. Chair Yoga

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
Noon Bingo & Snacks
Thursday 7/23

8:45 am. Aerobics

10 a m. Healthy Bones

11:30 a.m. Congregate Lunch
12:30 p.m. Jewelry Class
Friday 7/24

0 am. Bowling, Quilting
11:30 a.m. Pizza, Movie

WENDELL

‘Wendell Senior Center is at 2 Lockes
Village Road. Call Nancy Spittle,
(978) 544-6760, for hours and up-
coming programs. Call the Center
for a ride.

in the kitchen by listening to Zydeco Connection!

* Unable to attend the Turners High School 2015 grad-
uation? Watch your grandkids or yourself by visiting
the “Latest MCTV Videos” link on our website and
checkmg out this year's successful seniors.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Mouth Health

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

Q. I seem to be getting more cavi-
ties in my teeth as I get older. Is this
another part of the aging process?

Tooth decay — and gum disease
— are caused by plaque, a layer of
bacteria. This plaque can build up
quickly on the teeth of older people.
In addition, seniors have a greater
tendency to get decay around older
fillings. And we have more fillings
than younger people because we
didn’t all grow up with fluoride.

Cavities in the roots of teeth are
also more common among older
adults, because the roots are exposed
when our gums recede and we be-
come “long in the tooth.” The root
surfaces are softer than tooth enamel
and decay more easily.

Dry mouth, which is a lack of sa-
liva, promotes tooth decay. Saliva is
needed to neutralize the cavity-caus-
ing acids produced by plaque.

Most dry mouth — a condition also
known as xerostomia — is related to
the medications taken by older adults
rather than to the effects of aging.

More than 400 medicines can
affect the salivary glands. These in-
clude drugs for urinary incontinence,
allergies, high blood pressure, de-
pression, diarrhea and Parkinson’s
disease. Also, some over-the-counter

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

INTPSH

We Specialize In Impaossible Deadlines!

Easy in-town location

Secure 24-hour access

O\.izrwhefmed bi stuff? Trysﬁrankﬁn Counri's Most COHV&ME‘H

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD
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UP TO THE MINUTE TECHNOLOGY
OLD-FASHIONED PERSONAL SERVICE

aEEEENE mEEEm

(413) 774-5541

Mon - Fri 7:30a-6p
Sat 7:30a-3p

Used Tires
$35 And Up!

autoemp@yverizon.net

medications often cause dry mouth.

Dry mouth can also be caused
by cancer freatments such as
chemotherapy and radiation, nerve
damage in the head or neck, the
autoimmune  disease  Sjogren’s
syndrome, endocrine disorders,
Alzheimer’s disease, stroke, anxiety
disorders and depression.

Despite all of the dental problems
related to age, seniors are holding
onto their teeth longer than they used
to. One reputable survey showed that
the rate that seniors lose their teeth
has dropped by 60 percent since
1960. This improvement has been
attributed to advancements in treat-
ment and better oral hygiene.

Cleaning your teeth is especially
important as you age. Dentists ad-
vise that you brush your teeth twice
a day with a fluoride toothpaste, and
clean between your teeth with floss
or other interdental cleaner.

Gum disease is common among
seniors because it develops pain-
lessly over a long period of time. It
is caused by plaque, but it can be
aggravated by smoking, ill-fitting
dentures and poor diet. Symptoms
include bleeding, swollen or reced-
ing gums, loose teeth, a change in
your bite, and persistent bad breath
or taste.

Another change as you grow
older is difficulty keeping your teeth
white. Again, plaque is to blame.

Because plaque can build up
faster and in greater amounts as we
age. older people have a hard time
maintaining a bright smile. Changes
in dentin, the bone-like tissue that is
under your enamel. may also cause
your teeth to appear slightly darker.

Ifvou would like to ask a question,
write to fred@healthygeezer.com.

322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
(413} 772-2700
E-mail; bikebob@crocker.com
Web Page: hitp:/fwww.bikes-unlimited.com

Sharon Cottrell

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ay

Property Manager

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A
PO Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413=863-9433

professionally managed by:
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WEST ALONG from page B1

mosquitoes, Criss-crossing, near
colliding on occasion, and in their
squeakymammal voices, chattering,
bluffing, and trash-talking:

“Qutta my way! That’s MY bug!
Outta my way or I'll kick your little
bat butt!”

Or something like that.

But it’s all in fun. There’s plenty
of sky and bugs to go around.

The first fireflies twinkle and
float, lighting up their glowing fire-
fly behinds to signal they’re look-
ing for some procreative action.

Then there are the trains at dark:
late into the night they rumble end-
lessly through the junction at Mill-
ers Falls. You can hear them com-
ing a long way off. The blaring,
mournful warning horn calls from
somewhere over near Wendell De-
pot. That call comes rolling down
the valley of the Millers River to
reach our back porch. Then the
horn echoes off along the edge of
Lake Pleasant, the edge of the pin-
ey woods plains, not fading until it
reaches Kunckwadchu, Mt.Toby to
you.

Dogs bark and yap up the street.

The green herons who live in
the oxbow marsh across the river
on the Montague side, wing over
the yard with a “qwark!” echoing
through the darkening evening.

Dusk is the time the cottontail
lipiddey-hops across the grass at
the foot of the rambling wild rasp-
berries. He finds some clover or
long-leafed grasses and munches
contentedly. The primeval ‘possum
makes his way pig-like on tiptoes
towards the compost pile, grinning
through sharp little teeth and won-

dering what goodies the humans
have tossed there today!

From the depths of the dark
trees, the veery thrush sings. And if
you’ve never heard the veery sing,
you are missing the ephemeral spir-
it of the woods: a spiraling down-
ward of double-stops, harmonics
and chords, all musical query. This
is a thrush so elusive it seems only
a voice without a body.

Our tribal friends tell us the
thrush got its song far to the south-
west, at the home of the Creator.
But fearing that the other creatures
would be jealous of its magical
song, it chooses to sing that song,
given by the Creator, in the depths
of the woods and alone, at dusk and
at dawn.

Night now has truly fallen. Soon
the whippoorwill will begin his
endless calling in that dusky trem-
olo lonesome voice, up in the pitch
pine barrens of the Plains.

It eventually occurs to me that
just two nights ago, a pair of buster
black bruins visited the neighbor-
hood in the dark, just like now. The
siblings shambled together through
the flower beds, nuzzling around
the birdfeeders looking for treats.
They cooperated in ripping open
the neighbor’s screened porch, hon-
ing in on the sunflower seed can.

Maybe it’s time for me to go in
after all.

No sense in pressing my luck.

Don’t want to meet no bears.
Not even for this story.

That’11 put a close to our day and

dusk of the early summer,

AGRARIAN from page B1

amount of organic seeds.

Organic seeds are more expen-
sive than chemical seeds, and most
farmers I"ve worked for have bought
only token amounts of them to ap-
pease the certifiers.

I initially received the bad news
on March 3, one and a half weeks
after I made my seed order.

The e-mail I received from them
blamed “market-wide shortages and
significant delays from our suppli-
ers.” The back order date was set for
April 27.

Twice after that, the ship-out date
was pushed back, and I slowly made
my way through the grief cycle. I'd
basically managed to forget this um-
bellifera-that-got-away when finally,
just last week, I received an “out of
stock” e-mail from the company.

Instead of the wide and leafy
Giant Italian I'd craved, I would
instead get the boringly numerical
5110 —Italian Flat Leaf Parsley.

So what was the problem with
the seed? Was parsley’s Satanic my-
thology active here?

I corresponded with Jodi Lew-
Smith, High Mowing’s plant breed-
er, and discussed some of the sci-
entific issues with the Giant Italian
Parsley. One problem is that sources
of this seed are extremely limited.
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down here on the edge of
the darkness.

Lew-Smith said: “The seed gen-
erally comes from one of two farms.
One is in California and the other
is in Holland.” Most years, anyone
around North America that plants
Giant Italian Parsley has seed from
just two farms.

According to Lew-Smith, parsley
seed can be grown best in hot, dry
climates.

The most climactically ideal
place in the U.S. is eastern Washing-
ton and Oregon. The plants are bien-
nials, and require a winter of vernal-
ization in order to bolt for seed. The
plants are pulled and stored over the
winter, then replanted the second
year.

These plants that were selected as
the best and saved for seed produc-
tion are referred to as “stecklings.”

I'm still waiting for my second-
chance parsley to arrive. Despite
this annoying parsley predicament,
I'll continue buying seeds organi-
cally because I want to increase the
availability of organic seeds, and
increase the acreage devoted to pro-
ducing them.

While T wait for the seeds of Sa-
tan’s stecklings, there are plenty of
experiments to occupy me at Pine-

apple Island Experiment a
i

Station.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Horse L.oose on Tracks, Weirdo Narcs on Cigarette

Rollers, Guy Pees in Bottles, “Owner Is On Scene

Refusing To Provide ID,” and Other Oddities

Monday, 6/22
6:33 am. Caller
Emond Avenue reports

from

that two pit bulls are
roaming the neighborhood
and causing trouble with
his dogs; states that dogs
are left out in the morning
from their home on Mon-
tague Street. Officer spoke
with caller and dog owner
on Turners Falls Road.

12:41 ob-
served a black lab mix run

pm. Officer

in front of his cruiser on
First Street. Officer pulled
over to check on dog, who
ran across the road a few
more times and was al-
most struck again before
running to a subject in the
parking lot who was on
his cell phone loading lay-
aks, not paying attention
to his dog. Officer sternly
advised owner to have con-
trol of his dog.

2:36 p.m. Officer removed
a pine board with nails
in it from Turners Falls
Road and placed it by the
side of the road. Attempt-
ed to reach DPW to pick
up the board; no answer.
Message left.

6:50 pm. Randall Road
resident into station to
report ongoing problem
with speeding construc-
tion vehicles on her street
at all times of the day; she
no longer walks across the
street to get her mail as
she is afraid of being hit.
Referred to an officer; copy
of call left for chief.
Tuesday, 6/23

8:27 am. Manager of Food
City reported that their 2
soda machines were broken
into overnight. Tools were
used to pry the money out.
Report taken.

10 a.m. Report of a loose
horse pulling a broken
carriage on Lalke Pleasant
Road. Horse later seen on
Green Pond Road, where it
caused damage to caller’s
property and possibly also
her vehicle. Subsequent
sighting of horse in down-
Millers Falls;
seen heading toward rail-
road tracks. Officer located
one of horse’s owners. Pan

town last

Am advised re: horse on
tracks; unable to malke con-
tact with a live person at
New England Central. Of
ficers brought horse under
control. Owner will be in
contact with party whose
property was damaged to
arrange restitution.

2:48 pm. Caller reports
that several customers of
the Turners Falls Post
Office have complained to
staff recently about a sub-
ject whose vehicle has been
parked on Sixth Street day
and night for a couple of
weeks now. Customers
report that subject males
them feel uncomfortable
when they have to pass
him going to and from
their vehicles. Caller ob-

served subject’s vehicle to
be overflowing with trash
and the subject to have an
unkempt appearance. Of-
ficer checked area; vehicle
was parked off the road,
and subject is not around.
Wednesday, 6/24
2:924 am. Two calls report-
ing a motor vehicle ac-
cident on Federal Street.
One operator transported
to hospital.
7:0¢ am. Caller reports
that someone stole her tur-
quoise rocks out of a box
on a shelf in her apart-
ment. The other types of
rocks in the box are still
there; only the turquoise
ones were taken. Referred
to an officer.
11:47 am. Officer advised
by an Oakman Street resi-
dent that there was a bear
in their yard this morning.
Resident was advised to
take in bird feeders, etc.
9:46 pm.

was ar-
rested on a default warrant
and a straight warrant.
Thursday, 6/25
6:02 am. Male 911 caller
reports vehicle ws. deer
collision on Turners Falls
Road. Vehicle
deer in travel lane. Opera-

damaged;

tor uninjured.

12:24 pm. Report of a
bear crossing into a wood-
ed area near Turners Falls
Road and Hatchery Road.
Environmental police ad-
vise that the best thing is
to leave it be.

12:28 pm. N Street resi-
dent reports ongoing
problem with neighbor's
off-leash dog coming into
her yard and pooping on
her grass. Referred to ani-
mal control officer.

7:23 p.m. Report of black
Grand Prix speeding
down Park Street while
children were riding their
bikes in the area. Referred
to an officer.

9:26 p.m. Caller advises that
there were 2 males dressed
darkly near the vacant Hall-
mark building; they had
crossed the road in front of
the caller, who almost hit
them. Investigated.

Friday, 6/26

12:47 p.m. Employee from
post office reports that
party they called about
earlier in the week is still
parked in the space on the
side of Pesky Park but is
now unloading the items
from his truck into two or
three other spaces. Caller
reports an odor coming
from the truck/items and
states that animals are go-
ing in and out of the piles;
concerned about a health
hazard. Contacted Board
of Health, who advise that
there isn't anything they
can do or enforce at this
time, but request to be kept
informed of situation. Sev-
eral additional complaints
about this vehicle received.

Chiet Dodge spoke with
Selectman Nelson and
Gina McNeely from Board
of Health, who will draft
a notice advising the sub-
ject that he has 24 hours to
pick up all of the trash or
his vehicle will be towed.
1:12 pm. Black mountain
bike reported stolen from
behind Black Cow Burger
Bar. Report taken.

3:07 pm. Report of car
vs. motorcycle accident at
North Leverett Road and
Sunderland Road. Involved
parties state no injuries, re-
fuse medical attention.
4:51 pm. Report of 2
or more subjects target
shooting' in the sand pits
off of Plains Road. Officer
spoke with involved par-
ties, who will be picking up
and moving along:.
6:3% p.m.

was
arrested and charged with
failure to register as a sex
offender.

9:07 pm. Report of shop-
lifting: at F L. Roberts; fe-
male stole beer and put it
in her sweatshirt. Sum-
mons issued.

10:34 pm. Report of pos-
sible water main break
on HKingsley Avenue. Re-
sponding officer reports
that it appears to be a sew-
age leak. DPW and Water
Department contacted.
Saturday, 6/27

7:31 am. Report of illegal
burn on Sherman Drive.
Caller that

neighbor is burning trash

states her
and that this is an ongoing
issue. TFFD advised.
12:57 p.m. Caller from Kali
B’s reports that a female
party has repeatedly posted
signs around his business
claiming that his employ-
ees are involved with drugs.
Subsequent call advising
that the female is outside
near his business with more
notes/signs. Female party
given 2 letters: one advis-
ing that she is trespassed
from Kali B’s; the other ex—
plaining that the employees
were rolling cigarettes, not
smoking marijuana as she
alleged. Original caller ad-
vised of options.

5:07 pm. Caller reports that
as she was walking with her
child in a stroller, she was
approached by two parties,
one of whom grabbed her
wallet out of her bag. Par-
ties ran into 15 Fifth Street,

was arrested

on a straight warrant and
charged with larceny un-
der $250 and possession of
a Class E drug.

7:03 p.m. Notified by Erv-
ing PD that they received
a report of a truck under
the bridge on West Miner-
al Road, possibly at Cabot
Camp, into which people
are loading a stone wall
that they are taking apart.
No vehicle found in area;

CALL 863-8666

however, officer confirms
that stones have been re-
moved from the property
FirstLight notified.
Sunday, 6/28

10:51 a.m. Caller from Av-
enue A reports that her
tablet and 6 packs of ciga-
rettes were stolen from her
apartment last night, pos-
sibly by a friend/acquain-
tance. No signs of forced
entry. Report taken.

1:25 pm. Caller reports
that there is a man sleeping
in a white pickup truck on
Sixth Street near the Post
Office. There s also report-
edly trash underneath and
around the truck. Delayed
response due to call vol-
ume. Second caller reports
same; also advises that he
has observed this subject
urinating into plastic bot-
tles. Referred to an officer.
Monday, 6/29

10:09 am. Complaint re-
garding vehicle parked
near Post Office. Caller
states there is a large
amount of trash around
and underneath the ve-
hicle;
proximity to Pesky Parlk,
where children play Of-
ficer advises that owner is
not with wvehicle but that
he will be on lookout and
attempt to speak with him.
4:08 p.m. Caller from Fifth
Street reports that a female
just came to her apartment

concerned due to

door, entered umnvited,
and tried to fight her in
her kitchen. Subject has
since left the caller’s apart-
ment and is now in her
boyfriend’s apartment. Of-
ficer spolke with caller, who
only wants this on record
at this time. Officer later
spoke with subject and ad-
vised her not to return to
the caller’s apartment.

4:30 pm. Report of an
intoxicated female stum-
bling/falling down near
Fifth Street and Avenue A.
Responding officers report
that male party took re-
sponsibility for female.

6:01 p.m. Report of ongo-
ing parking issue on Fifth
Street,
friend

where a tenant’s
sometimes stays
overnight and parks block-
ing access to the driveway:
Advised of options.

9:06 p.m. Loud music com-
plaint on Main Street. Re-
sponding officer reports
that music was very loud
and could be heard from
street. Party advised of
complaint and warned to
keep the music down.
Tuesday, 6/30

9:26 am. Report that the
Country Creemee was
broken into overnight and
cash stolen. Report taken;
area departments advised
to be on lookout.

4:50 pam. Structure fire
on Bridge Street. TFFD
contacted and en route;

MedCare requested to
see MPD page B4

Hours: Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Sun 10-8
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respond and stage. All oc-
cupants confirmed out of
building. Bridge Street shut
down. Active fire in ceiling
of apartment. TFFD ad-
vises incident brought un-
der control.

5:57 pm. Party into station
to report that she was ac-
cused of stealing money
by a male party she had
been staying with and was
kicked out. Party’s belong-
ings were placed on the
porch, and she reports
that half of them are now
missing. Officer spoke to
reporting party and other
mvolved parties; advised of
options. Party later called
back to say that after leav-
ing MPD she was “nearly
run down” by the involved
male party. Officer advised
of complaint.

9:06 p.m. Caller reports that
she was driving over the
General Pierce Bridge into
Turners Falls and observed
a male standing on the rail-
ing of the bridge. GPD and
TFFD contacted. Second
call reporting same. GPD
officer advising a knife was
found on the bridge near
the spot where the male
was reportedly seen. MSP
Airwing requested; 1 hour
ETA. Northfield Moun-
tain advises river flow is
21000. FD units advised.
MSP Airwing cancelled; all
units clear and returning;
it 15 believed, based on wit-

ness statement, that party
walked off the bridge. Area
checked thoroughly.
Wednesday, 7/1

7:23 am. Caller reports
that she was “grazed” by
a vehicle while crossing
Avenue A. Vehicle stopped
momentarily then contin-
ued onto Third Street and
up the hill. Caller is “shal-
en up” but refusing EMS.
Officers spoke to party in
vehicle and to the caller.
Report taken.

10:56 am. Tools report-
ed missing from Fourth
Street: a Bostich air com-

pressor, air hose, and “blow
kit.” Report taken.

was arrested on a de-
fault warrant.

11:20 pm. Caller reports
that there was a large
pickup truck traveling
eastbound on Swamp Road
stopping in front of each
residence and throwing
fireworks into yards, in-
cluding into the caller's
yard. Patrol units advised.
Thursday, 7/2

10:51 am. Caller from
Taylor Hill Road reports
that last night there was
a mother bear and three
cubs in her yard. Advised
to lkeep bird feeders and
trash inside and call if she
spots them again.

10:06 p.m. Caller reports
suspicious vehicle sitting
with headlights off be-

hind a house on N Street.
Officers
party for resident’s hus-

clear; surprise
band, nothing out of the
ordinary:

10:16 pm. Report of
neglected dog on Fifth
Street. Animal control of-
ficer advised.

Friday, 7/3

6:56 a.m. Caller from Park
Street reports large turtle
on sidewallk. Officer moved
turtle to a safer location.
Environmental officer ad-
vises that it is likely a fe-
male trying to get back to
where she laid her eggs.
7:51 pm. Complaint re-
garding fireworks that are
shaking a house and scar-
ing horses and dogs on
Lake Pleasant Road. Quiet
upon arrival.

9:56 pm. Complaint re-
garding high-quality, “pro-
fessional” fireworks near
Stevens Street. Referred to
an officer.

10:32 p.m. Complaint re-
garding loud party with
fireworks, a bonfire, and
30-40 people on Kingsley
Avenue. Parties advised of
complaint.

Saturday, 7/4

10:06 am. Caller from
East Chestnut Hill Road
concerned about airplanes
flying over her neighbor-
hood on a regular ba-
sis. Caller states that the
dive,
and she has noticed varia-

planes sometimes

tions in the sounds of

their engines. Caller ad-
vised that this would he
referred to a n officer but
that there was likely noth-
ing MPD could do.

10:50 p.m. Caller advises
that the
Madison's on the Avenue

front door to

is wide open. Responding
officer advises that owner
is on scene refusing to
provide ID.

Sunday, 7/5

6:40 pm. Multiple calls
regarding an apparently
neglected dog tied behind
a house on Park Street
with no water. Officer con-
firmed the dog is getting
“mangy”; unable to make
contact with anyone inside
building. Check of listings
shows no dog registered at
this address. Dog removed
to lkennel. Received call
from owner; advised her
of condition that dog was
found in and that dog was
at kennel. Owner upset;
given contact information
for animal control officer.
11:49 pm. State police
out with a male party on
Fifth Street who states
that he was “jumped” at his
apartment. Victim advises
that the assault occurred
2-3 hours ago during the
in Greenfield
while he was asleep. Party

D

fireworks

transported to
hospital. Report
talen.

1950s from page B1

smell of stale beer that permeated
the bar.

The amiable Saulnier broth-
ers, Pete and Leo owned the Ren-
dezvous and they always made
me feel welcome. T was touched
when, some years later, they both
attended my bachelor party at the

Rist Tavern in Greenfield.

When my dad died in 1969, my
brother and I went into the Ren-
dezvous to honor him with a toast.
We weren’t allowed to pay for our
drinks that day.

Many of the stores we patron-
ized were locally owned. I wore
clothes from McCarthy’s, bought
fishing lures at Pipione’s, newspa-

Huh, Small World...

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS — 1 had to
laugh when we received Jeff Web-
ster’s piece here at the Reporter:
Turns out that sixty years later,
the managing editor of this paper
sleeps in Mr. Webster’s old child-
hood bedroom, overlooking an oc-
casionally rowdy alleyway.

The fumniture store downstairs
is now a laundromat, which keeps
heating bills low in the winter.
The Rendezvous is the Rendez-

“The green wooded slope of Canada Hill provided a natural backdrap to the

vous again, but we dry our clothes
downstairs as there’s no clothes-
line set up out back.

We love watching sunsets over
the Greenfield ridge. and the con-
fused array of steeples and satellite
dishes downtown. The windows
on the Third Street side continue to
provide entertainment.

And the neighbor below us, a
poet and DCR park interpreter,
hasn’t fired any weapons at her
ceiling, at least not in the seven
years we’ve been living there.

JACKSON PHOTO

man-made forest of masts, crosspieces and rofor motors. This confused array

was best viewed from a window in the common hallway where my mother wonld
lean ont and literally air ont our laundry in public. The high-flying clothesline

strefched fo a utility pole in the alley behind the Rendezvous Cafe...” Here the

view out of the window in the hallway of the former Baker Block in July, 2073.

pers and magazines at the Corner
Book Store, shoes at TruVals, flow-
ers at Cade’s, chocolate frappes at
the Cone Shop, and penny candy at
Equi’s.

At Christmas, I made the annual
trek to Trudell’s Drug Store to buy
my father his recurring gift of Old
Spice. Our photos were processed
at Valley Camera. When I had
somehow accumulated a few spare
dollars, I would deposit it in my
meager account at the Avenue A
branch of Crocker National Bank.

Grocery stores were plentiful back then., and we

shopped at all of them. On Third

Girard’s Market; First National (FINEST); the Red &

White Market; and Dave Solomon

high shelves were plucked down with a pincher on the

end of a pole.

Norwood’s (later Cumberland Farms) was handy,
but not for milk — our Tenney Farms milkman deliv-

ered dairy products in glass bottles

Hood’s Pharmacy, on the corner of Avenue A and
Fourth Street, looms large in my memory. One eve-
ning. a Turners Falls police officer knocked on our
door inquiring about my older brother. It seems he and
a bunch of guys were throwing snowballs in front of
Hood’s and shattered the big plate glass window.

I was in the fourth grade at New Eighth School off
of L Street. when I started working for our landlord,
Mr. Max Baker. He and his wife, Mary, were wonder-
ful people who always treated me well.

Max owned a kerosene truck, with which he de-
livered heating fuel to residential customers. He hired
me for three dollars a week to help him on Saturday

mornings.

One very cold day, we unreeled the hose to pump
kerosene into a tank on lower L Street. On complet-
ing the delivery, Max pressed the button to rewind the
hose. Ice had worked its way into the mechanism and
the automatic hose reel stuck in the on position. The
hose and nozzle kept whipping around the reel. I was

afraid the nozzle would be knocked
sene all over the street. Somehow,
it, at least temporarily.

We drove back to his store and he went in, only to
return with a blow torch. He thought that would be the

solution to further icy mishaps.

It certainly would have been a solution — a perma-
nent one for all of us! Even at nine years old, I knew

that a blow torch and a truck full o

Heye’s the way it was July 14,
2005: News from the Montague
Reporter s archive.

Dry Hill Road Paved
With Good Intentions

Wendell Road resident James
Senn and his lawyer Michael Pitt
came to an agreement with the
Montague select board regarding
the long-standing dispute over ac-
cess to the Dry Hill Cemetery.

After years of legal wrangling
and posturing, the road will once
again be open to the general public,
if the verbal agreement reached at
Monday night’s selectboard meet-
ing holds.

“We have a historical right to the
road,” said board chair Allen Ross.
Ross did offer Sen the possibility of
opening an alliterative access route
to the Dry Hill Cemetery, which
would require an exchange of land.

However, Pill stated that his
client would not challenge the
town’s authority over the histori-
cal roadway.

Conflict of Interest
Charged at Wendell Hearing

On July 12th the Wendell board
of health completed the continued
hearing on proposed septic and
groundwater regulation changes,
with five residents in attendance.

Under question was the board’s
proposal to reduce separation re-
quirements between a well and a
septic leech field from 150 feet to
100 feet, and the minimum distance
to high groundwater for a new sys-
tem from 18 inches to 12 inches,
the lower distances are all that is
required by the Commonwealth’s
Title V regulations.

Stephen Broll brought up the
potential for conflict of interest on
the board, because, he said, board
member Donald Richardson owns

LOOKIING
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

hundreds of acres in town which
could be developed more easily
with less restrictive regulations, and
his brother runs a prominent excava-
tion business. He said that it would
be prudent if that potential conflict
were researched by counsel.

Former board member Gloria
Kegeles added she thought Rich-
ardson should recuse himself from
the decision because it was an ethi-
cal violation for an official to make
a decision that involved money for
himself or members of his family.

Board member Harry Williston
called that comment was out of or-
der, but Mary McBride demanded,
“How can you say that?”

Erving Housing
Grant Approved

The Erving selectboard was
notified by Franklin County Hous-
ing & Redevelopment Authority
(HRA) that its community develop-
ment block grant for housing reha-
bilitation has been approved by the
state.

Erving was the lead agent for
the seven-town joint grant, which
totals $1.2 million, and includes
the towns of Bernardston, Leverett,
New Salem, Northfields, Warwick
and Wendell.

Paul Douglas, HRA’s executive
director, said the state approved
all five of the proposals the HRA
submitted, covering 14 towns in
Franklin County. “That made us
very happy,” Douglas said. The five
grants total $3,655.960.

Speaking of the “Erving” grant,
Douglas said it received the #1
ranking in the sate, which he said
“speaks to the credit of our staff.”

According to Douglas, grant
funds will be made available to
individual homeowners and multi-
family properties where tenants are
income-eligible and owners agree
to keep units affordable.

were not a good combination. Mrs. Baker and their
adult son Sammy became very animated and convinced
Max of the potential for an early Fourth of July.

That potentially disastrous incident came back to
me about one year later when my friend Mike and I
saw the Drago building explode on Avenue A.

Other treasured memories include the countless
hours spent at Carnegie Public Library with my dad;
concerts at the band shell in the park; and hiking up
the “boardwalk™ to grades 7 through 12 on Crocker
Avenue — always an adventure in winter when the
sidewalk was ice.

One of my final recollections of the town involved
the river. On one of our first dates, my wife (a Green-
field girl) and I paddled a skin kayak down the Con-
necticut from Northfield to Turners.

That was about 48 years ago, and the cliché about
a lot of water over the dam since then has /

D
i

Street alone were

’s, where items on

to our door.

never been more true.

off, spewing kero-
he finally stopped

COURTESY JEFF WEBSTER

f flammable liquid  Jeff Webster in front of the Rendezvons, circa 1951 or 1952.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

renexc@agmail.com

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

COMPLETE
SITE WORK

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam
Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.44.62
cell 413.834.2201

Dudek Tax Service
10 Masonic Ave
Turners Falls

MA 01376
Frank J. Dudek

Kelly Berthiaume
413.863.5394 - Office

413.775.3327 - Cell
frankd_74@yahoo.com

UTURE BRos

4040 Siace 1910
% Professional Painting &

Decorating Contractor
Commercial * Residential ®* Industrial

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS”

www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA ¢ 413-863-4346
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Goat Over

Floweth?

Make Cheese!

By KATHLEEN BUREK

MONTAGUE CENTER — The
does have kidded, a joyful event
— goat mamas love their babies and
nurse them well. And now that the
weaning process has begun (sepa-
rating the kids from their dams and
milking the does in the morning be-
fore the kids are back) I am swim-
ming in loads of milk.

A good goat will give upwards
of a gallon per day. So for a family,
two goats are sufficient to supply
milk, cheese, meat and manure for
the garden.

Among life’s greatest pleasures
are cheese, wine and bread. All re-
quire fermentation. Bread rises in
the pan; wine matures from the ac-
tion of yeast and sugar; cheese mag-
ically emerges from a pot of milk
with the action of bacteria upon
milk sugar.

Cheese 1s patience. Cheese is
slow food. Cheese is in favor of
family farms. Cheese making pre-
serves an age old process that is
both healthy and tasty. The easiest
variety to make is soft cheese.

When you make cheese, you
think cheese. That is what I mean
by slow. You slowly warm the curds
and wait patiently till the cheese
ages to perfection.

How did cheese come about, you
ask? Cheese dates back to 9.000
BCE. Aicheologists found that
cheese was well known among Su-
merians, Egyptians and Chaldeans
around 4.000 BCE. Also known in
Biblical times was that David was
delivering cheese to Saul when he
met Goliath. And the there is the tale
of the young nomad who poured his
morning ration of milk into a bottle
made from a sheep stomach (thus,
rennet) and plodded across the hot
dessert all morning, only to find at
noon the milk had solidified! Voila!
What a surprise — the first traveling
salesman!

On to making your cheese. When
I first started to make cheese some
25 years or more ago, I only knew
of two starters: vinegar and lemon

juice. One’s a bit tangy, the other’s
a bit sweeter. I brought the gallon of
milk in the pot to about 180 degrees
(without a thermometer), added 6
tablespoons of vinegar, and imme-
diately got curds and whey. Same
result with 1/2 cup of lemon juice.

Today I am more advanced. Into a
stainless steel large cheese vat, simi-
lar to a double boiler, I pour one gal-
lon of goat milk, place a thermom-
eter int he milk (careful to not touch
bottom with it) and heat it slowly to
86 degrees. At that point add your
chévre culture (available in a small
packet from New England Cheese
Supply) and let it set atop of the
milk. Then, with a slotted spoon, stir
gently in an up and down motion to
mix the culture throughout. Cover,
remove from heat, and leave on the
counter overnight to coagulate.

In the morning, remove the cover
and you will have curds and whey.
Remember Little Miss Moffet eat-
ing her curds and whey? Next step
is to take a long knife and cut the
curds, first one way, then the other,
so it is a checkerboard pattern.

Now you need to put a colander
over a large pot, with a large piece
of butter muslin over the colander.
Spoon the curd into the muslin.
Some whey will be left. Tie up the
edges of this muslin, also called
cheesecloth, and hang it to drip over
the pot of whey for three or four
hours.

Now the fun creative part begins.
Put your cheese in to a bowl and salt
with cheese salt or fine Kosher salt,
about one tablespoon. At this point
you can add any herbs you like.

Usually I divide the cheese into
as many bowls as I have herbs, and
then add them, such as: garlic, dill,
French herbs, chives, etc. The list
is endless. You can even add dried
fruit.

Wrap up in cheesecloths or in
cups, refrigerate, or enjoy right
then. You have made a delicious,
healthy cheese to enjoy with crack-
ers, bagels, salads, burgers, pizza,
wine. beer, or any way you like.

ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES DRESSER Il

MARKET from page B1

The full OSR plan can be read
through, including maps. at www.
montague.net/Pages/Montague-
MA_Planning/docs.

The AgCom was created in
2005, but after the adoption of the
OSR plan, the group revitalized. It
drafted a “Right-to-Farm™ bylaw
passed by Town Meeting in 2011.
Because of this, previously exist-
ing agricultural operations are pro-
tected from “nuisance lawsuits” by
neighbors about noise, dust, odors,
visual clutter that may occur from
normal farming operations day or
night on weekdays, weekends. and
holidays. The five AgCom members
continue working on a complete in-
ventory of Montague’s farms.

New home buyers and rent-
ers in town can expect to receive
a “Disclosure Notification™ about
what to expect and accept from
the existence of active farming in
town. The commission has secured
a grant to fund welcoming signs to
identify Montague as a “Right-to-
Farm” community. Look for the
signs to be installed this summer.
For information about the commis-
sion and its work, see www.mon-
tagueagcom.blogspot.com.

In 2012, commission chair Don-
na Francis took over the manage-
ment of the GFFM. Donna was
raised in Ohio where she studied
biology in college. She moved to
Massachusetts in 1996 for a job,
and has stayed here since. For the
past ten years, she has been on the
Montague Conservation Commis-
sion. Presently she teaches En-
vironmental Science at Holyoke
Community College. coming to her
table at the market on Wednesday
afternoons from class there.

In October 2014, the AgCom
secured a state grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Departiment of Agricul-
tural Resources that allowed them
to purchase an EBT card reader, so
that food stamps can be offered for
all the food products offered at the
Farmers Market. Now, for the 2015
season, Francis operates the reader
every Wednesday from 3 to 6 p m.
through close of season in Octo-
ber. I have used the service and it
is very convenient, and I know of
no farmer setting up in the 2015
season who does not accept SNAP
payments through the system.

What to Expect at the Market

Joe Chamutka, of Millers Falls
always sets up on the Discovery
Center end of the market tables
and keeps providing a “little bit
of everything” each season. His
flowers make a fabulous display to
look for when you start shopping
every Wednesday (though please
note that flowers are not covered
by SNAP.) And his $4 strawberry
boxes are very affordable.

The only market farmer from
Turners Falls 1s Peter Kretzenger,
who uses less land for his farming
than anyone else by including plant-
ers in his driveway and garden beds
in his yard. He always packs an
amazing variety on his single table
set-ups. Kretzenger does public pre-
sentations on small-scale growing
and is very approachable; he gives
advice and consultations freely.

When I inventoried the market
tables on the first Wednesday of
summer 2015, an interesting table
of wares was shared by farms from
Montague Center and Sunderland.
Kathy Burek was representing the
Thomas Family Farm and Goat
Dairy in Sunderland, which makes
fresh cheese every week.
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Market manager Donna Francis
dernonstrates the new EBT card reader.

Burek assured me that the lush
pastures of grass that her Montague
goats eat produce a better taste for
her products. I found the Nubian
goat cheese with dill and cracker
delectable, and it did not trigger
my lactose intolerance.

You may buy her products with
SNAP benefits. (Burek has penned
an article in this issue about goat
cheese, as well.)

Another goat-loving farm shared
the same table that day. It was Al-
ice and Ted Armen’s Frost Pocket
Farm in Montague Center. The cou-
ple keeps bees, chickens, and dairy
goats, and sells honey, eggs. and de-
lightfully carved bars of Goat Milk
Soap (which alas, is not edible and
thus ineligible for SNAP).

The farm’s garden for vegeta-
bles and fruits is spacious, and Al-
ice Armen assures me that various,
unusual fruits will be presented
throughout the season. Her currants
and berries are edible, and very
tasty, and like the eggs and honey
they are food stamp eligible.

A central figure in the farmers
markets in Greenfield and Turners
Falls was Bob Johnson, Sr., who
farmed 12 acres of prime Deerfield
soil. Today. Eddie Johnson contin-
ues to hold the anchor position for
the market with a horseshoe array
of tables on the corner. His tables
present a large variety of plants,
herbs. vegetables and fruits, and
if any one vendor could be called
one-stop shopping at the GFFM,
it would be the Johnson Family
Farm.

Eddie Johnson grew up farm-
ing corn in Deerfield, so he knows
how to bring the ears in early, and
how to keep them ripening through
the sunny season. And if you get to
know him as a customer, you may
find that he gives “farmer’s doz-
ens” of corn, 13 or 14 ears, for the
same low price.

NKOTB

This year at the market, the Just
Roots Community Farm are the
“new kids on the block.” Their soup
tastings, a new line of development
for the farm, get well received and
their vegetables and fruits have
displayed well.

Just Roots also provides CSA
farm shares (which are SNAP eligi-
ble) with reduced prices for seniors
and low-income folks. Pick up of
shares in Turners Falls is Fridays
at the Brick House on Third Street
for the twenty weeks of the CSA
program. Some 70% of their shares
go to low-income folks, and their
ecological and agricultural themed
community workshops also have
low-income options.

Just Root’s “Senior Supported
Shares™ are half the size of regular
shares, and cost half the price. Be
sure to check out their brochure,
available at the Just Roots table at
the farmers market, and their web
site, www.justroots.org, and keep
your ears open for winter CSAs
and for their new soup line, with
pint and bucket sizes, to be avail-
able in local retail outlets.

There is a big lawn surrounding
the Wednesday Farmers Markets,
and more display space is available.
The market welcomes new vendors.
The fee is $5 each week, or $100
for the entire season.Vendors must
be selling locally grown or pro-
duced items. Community non-profit
groups may set up displays for free.
Interested vendors or groups can
email greatfallsfarmersmarkettur-
ners@gmail.com, or call Donna
Francis at (413) 687-1288.

It should be mnoted that farm
products are allowed on the FRTA
buses, like other packages, and the
Route 22 (Montague/Greenfield)
allows people to board a bus in
Montague Center at 1 p.m., shop
at the market and do other things
in Turners, get on the bus at 5:25
at the Third Street stop, and return
home through the 6 pm. stop in
Montague Center.

Millers Falls does not have good
bus service for use of the market,
but Greenfield. Orange. and Char-
lemont do. About Town Taxi Ser-
vice is another great option.

Gym bags and the cloth grocery
store bags are convenient for mar-
ket shopping because they can be
set down for rests. I find that, es-
pecially in corn season, it can take
me two trips to get what I need
from the Great Falls Farm-

ers Market.
[~
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FFrench Ring

Restaurant & Hotel

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M.

) &

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

@
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BASICALLY

Recumbents » Trikes » E!ectricéﬁikes

BICYCLES

Come try the ultimate in
performance and comfort.

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376
(413) 863-3556 « www.basicallybicycles.com
; David Carr « dave@basicallybicycles.com
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GALLERY 1: POLLICE VERSO

A Roman myth

In a French frame

Poses between

The cherished game

Of Academia

And the trivial

Aims of popular

Publication seen

In grocery aisles.

Yet, with

Loud acclaim,

The former boasts difference
Like old-impasto beefy evidence
Of faded sin

As time lauds its blood.
Study

Gerome and determine if he
Changes any history

Or improves varied origin—
Adam, Eve, Gilgamesh,

Or the thin, dainty, Japanese gods.

Richard Charles Thayer

A Sonnet for the Heirs of Sisyphus

Henry never knew his dynasty

yet men die miserably every day

- William Carlos Williams

edited by Patricia Pruitt

Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376
or to: poetry@monagureporter.org

Untitled

Readers are invited to send poems
to the Montague Reporter at: 177

Since you are reading this, I want you to know,

as deeply as you can,

that I didn’t intend to be gone like this.
Asmuch as I love you; an envelope of love

sealed with the lick of my tongue

and forever in your inbox.
A Sun and Rain and Sky and Earth of love
bearing flowers of spring and summer’s heat,
bringing crackles of fall's fallen and the crisp cold in steps ahead.
Asmuch as I love you, now, as [ write these - words,
that much and more entangles our hearts,
even with where I have gone.
My face before you now, my hand on your back, my arms enfolding you -
my kiss on your forehead, your cheek, your lips -
the love that extends to you now was there when this body was alive - still.
When we argued, it was fruit in the aspic of love.
When you walked out in fury, and I knew not where you went,
love stayed as the balm waiting for fury to abate.

And it waits now, as you come to know

in oh, how many ways

I am gone; it waits at the moment
When waning dark grief opens and the love

that is always already there

turns the key to your heart, and I am with you.
Start each day with knowledge that our life rose the same as all life;

neither better nor worse,

neither richer nor poorer,
neither sicker nor more well
than any life that rises, ever. And death cannot part us.
As time will come, my body they will burm; that is as it should be.
I would not pretend that change cannot claim me,
any more than it could not move me through the moments of life and change;

infant,
toddler,
child,
tween,

adolescent,

adult;

such a rush to down the steps forward into life,
as if change were forever in service to eternity.
Eternal Life is, but it is not in this body separate,

only as it is, in these words,

this love, forever with you.

Remember me and I am [ove; forget me, I L ove.

Would wither so into dead children-kings
And two queens. Nor did the vain century

Envision history jousting for things

Of no consequence. Typeset and dry ink

Bequeath ten volumes unto lineage;

And Mears and Carter make occasion think

Itself as something better than a stage
Of dreams and efforts to beget one crown,

Denial. Yet, success rolls on itself

Like Jack and Jill forever tumbling down;
Forever weighing down a narrow shelf

Of many stories—all identical.

God could have stopped at Adam’s chronicle.

RAINDROP

Paul S. Flandreau

R As raindrops pixel eastern evening sky
A refracting photons of specific hue

I which turn back to confound my raptured eye

N with billions of their brethren, falling through
B the space where all, assembled in my brain
O make God’s own rainbow blossom from the rain.

Paul S. Flandreau

June and July bring us two local poets from the village of Turners Falls; We thank them for sharing their poems with all of us.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

Renaissance
Builders

Quality, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316 ﬂ

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR

Office: (413) 498-0207 x2
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-9166
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedson]@comeastnet

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01380

_(-A H"RlS[)

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Free Mobile App
with Mobile Check Deposit!

GPEENFELD I\Jorm 1/\\41 ON

ank ‘y

Avenue A Turners Falls | 413-512-5012

ﬁ BestLocalBank.com @ UENBERTOK

HOLEMT MEMBEER SIF
LENCER

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.

54 Main Street
P.O. Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

SILVERADD

‘ [ 4 o -
m.ralanche Colorado wrnm.m Tahoe Equinox  Traverse Vans

JOHNNY AUSTIN
Sales Representalive

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678
Fax (413) 774-5746

Savings and protection
for the WHOLE FAMILY!

Very competitive Auto and
Home rates, including group
discounts for AAA & AARP!

. INSURANCE

| 413.863.4373
159 Avenue A | Turners Falls MA

www.ahrist.com

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Counties |

.

EOWARDS TREE SERVIEE

Matthew Edwards
Lertified Arborist

Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding » Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift » Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. «Insurance and Liability,
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM 7,

Wendell, MA il

413-325-7823 or 978.544-7452 |
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all
levels welcome to play traditional
Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m.

EVERY MONDAY

Montague Center Library: Eve-
ning Story Time. Young children
and their families are invited to
wind down at the end of the day
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope.
Hands-on environmental expe-
rience for young children, 3-6
years. 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Leverett Library Spanish Con-
versation Group. Brush up on or
improve your Spanish in a casual
and friendly environment, 4 to 5
p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Great Falls Farmers Market,
Turners Falls: Fresh produce,
plants, crafts, etc. 2-6 p.m.

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 11:30
a.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
& Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

The People’s Pint, Greenfield:
Derek Bridges,

live acoustic

440 Greenfield Rd, M « MA
7 Days / 8am - 1l pm (ot least)
(413)367-9666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION
guitar, 7 p.m.

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Story
S

Hour, stories and a hands-
on craft project. 10 a.m.

EXHIBITS:

Avenue A Storefront Gal-
leries, Turners Falls:
Aliena Animali. Strange
Beasts, Sci-Fi Figments,
Monsters and Bio-Hy-
brids. Runs through
7/20.

Deerfield Arts Bank: S.
Deerfield: JUST VISIT-
ING: Chirico Was Here.
Still-lifes by Ron Chirico.
Opening reception is 7/2 at
6 p.m. Chirico, who is also
a published writer will do a
reading on 7/9 on drinking
and swearing at 7 p.m. Art
show runs through 7/30.

Great Falls Discovery Cen-

ter, Turners Falls: Great Hall Art
Display, Invasive Water Chest-
nut in Ceramics: Explorations of
a Nemesis by Karen Jean Smith.
Exhibit runs through July 31.

Little Big House Gallery: Shel-
burne: Lines Lines Lines Lines
Lines & More Lines. New pen-
cil and ink drawings as well as
Da'Muse wire figues and lay-
ered sculptures of Glenn Ridler.
Through 10/18.

Nina’s Nook, Turners Falls:
Cool Cats. Highlighting the
work of Montague painter Chris-
tine Mero., All cats, all the time.
Through 7/18.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne
Falls: Two exhibits in two galler-
ies. Ceramics and multi-media
by Molly Cantor, and large draw-
ings and site specific installations
by Karen Dolmanisth. Artists’ re-
ception 7/11, 6 p.m. with music
by Loren Feinstein.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague:
Hot Stuff. Members summer
show. Through 8/31.

Shelburne Arts Co-op, Shel-
burne Falls: Here, There, and
Everywhere. Qil, Watercolor, and
Egg Tempera paintings by Edith
Bingham. Reception 7/11, 7 p.m.
Through 7/27.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS:

Sawmill River Arts, Montague
Center: Seeking artists for
cooperative gallery featuring

fine arts and crafts. For more
information see www.sawmill-
riverarts.com.

Wendell Free Library invites
artists to submit applications
for two-dimensional work to
exhibit in the Herrick Meeting
Room gallery. See www.wen-
dellmass.us

EVENTS
THURSDAY, JULY 9

Coop Concert Series, Green-
field: Lexi Weege. Strawberry
Afternoon. At the Greenfield En-
ergy Park. 6 p.m
Deja Brew, Wendell:The Surly
Temple and Friends. Special
o
al g

These “sortaman” sculptures of Glenn Ridler
are part of bis current show called “Lines Iines
Lines Lines Lines & More Lines.”” They are now
showing ar the Iittle Big House Gallery in Shelburne
through October 18. Gallery hours are 1 to 4 p.i.,
Saturday and Sunday. Go see bis fascinating bouse

which is bis largest piece of art.

Guest Hlllary Chase. 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 10

Green River Music Fest, Green-
field: Our local music festival that
has gotten some national recog-
nition. Artists include Steve Earle
& the Dukes, Polaris, Rubble-
bucket, Punch Brothers, Preser-
vation Hall Jazz Band and many
more. begins Friday at 6 p.m.
and runs until 8 p.m. on Sunday.
On the grounds of GCC. $

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Great Falls Cof-
feehouse: Falltown String Band.
7 p.m.

Brick House, Turners Falls: PWR
RTLZ, Azfarat, and Rebel Base.
All ages, sub free space, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An-
derson. Hypno-boogie blues. 9
p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 11

Shelburne Falls: Art Walk.
Events all over town. Two ex-
hibits at the Salmon Arts Gallery,
demo of making a “diddley bow”
with Dane Donato at 4 p.m. 4-8
p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: The Hap-
pier Valley Show with THE HA-
HAs and specail guests. Comic
theater. 8p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Open Mic
Night. 8:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Willy
& the Poor Boys. 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 12

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Cleopatra Degher. 2:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:TNT
Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 13

Monday Night Music at the Tilton
Library, S. Deerfield: Well-tem-
pered Ukes Trio. Robin Hoffman,
Richard Perlmutter, and Marlene
Wong play early music, parlor
and art songs, all on their ukele-
les. 7 p.m. on the lawn of the li-
brary.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No-
ra’s Stellar Open Mic. Cabaret 8
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15

West Whately Chapel,
Whateley: Watermelon
Wednesday - Della Mae.
All  female bluegrass
group. 7:30 p.m. sold
out. Still tickets for 4 p.m.
show. $

Rendezvous, Turners
Falls: Shout Lulu (South-
ern string band) 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 16

Coop Concert Series,
Greenfield Energy Park:
Abe Loomis. Zedeco Con-
nection. 6 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tom-
my Filiault Trio. 8 p.m.

Mocha Maya, Shelburne

Falls: Shawnee Kilgore
and guest Dajsy. Americana. 8
p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 17

ArtsBlock, Greenfield: Comedy
Night with Dave Yubruh, Andrew
Mayer, and more! 8 p.m. %

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Robin Lane. Singer/songwriter.
8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levan-
gie & the Pistoleros. Outlaw
country. 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 18

Wendell Free Library, Wendell:
Videodrome, movie starring
Blondie’s Deborah Harry. 7:30
p.m.

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Seth Adams. Singer/songwriter.
8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love &
Co. 60’s and 70’s Gold. 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 19

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Liz Queler & Seth Farber. Folk,
bluegrass. 2:30 p.m.

Mohawk Trail Concerts, Char-
lemont: Babar the Elephant.” An-
drew Rangell, pianist, narrator,
and illustrator July 18 at 3 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Marris Ot-
ter. Folk Rock. 8 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 20

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Whiskey Treaty Roadshow, with
The Walking Guys. 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 23

Coop Concert Series, Greenfield
Energy Park: Jim Eagan, Joe
Graveline, Daniel Hales. 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 24

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls:
Lonesome Brothers. Hick rock.
8 p.m.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIURES

Friday & Saturday
July 17 & 18, 7:30 p.m.
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES
“MARILYN MUSICAL
COMEDY MAGIC”

Music at 7 p.m. Frida{:ﬂWa me Smith
Saturday: Dick Moulding

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

Y

Great?

Fine Wine Food
Friday, 7/10 — O p.m.

Barrett Anderson
Thursday, 7/16 — 8 p.m.
Tommy Filiault Trio
Friday, 7/17 — 9 p.m.
Josh Levangie & the Pistoleros

Saturday, 7/18 — 9 p.m. 7
Enc Love & Co.
978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
g www. DejaBrewPub.com

?ﬁ 'm”a £1 !
The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

U RS

Beer

SRR SRS

s

The Brick House Teen Center
is seeking donations
of one or two pizzas per
month, to be enjoyed during
Teen Center Programs & Events
If interested in donating,
please call 863-9559
THANKS!

www.brickhousecommunity.org
4138639576

“[‘fd

eZVous

‘Bring $.05,
tap yer feet!

FRI 7/10
no show

SAT7/11 9:30 $3
Willy and the Poor Boys
(CCR tribute)

SUN 7/12 9pm FREE
TNT KARAOKE

MON 7/13 8pm FREE
Nora's Stellar
Open Mic. Cabaret

N 2 78 THIRD STREET
R momouem
WL eiqi3-863-2866

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).
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Serving the Area for over 25 years

*» Dead Bolis

+ Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

___ Brian R. San Soucie
o Locksmith -

Certified « Bonded® Insureed

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Menlague Streel
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU

25 Millers Falls Rroad & (413) B63-4331

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Service 7 days a weelk, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

WWW.pzinc.com

CALL 863-8666

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst
(413) 548-6900

(GREAT SEAFOOD &
Goop TIMES
Irish Seisun Music
Thursday 4 to 7
Friday 9 to 1

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner

T YRECISION

1 /\REPAIRS

MA Reg. #RS2190

Ph. (413) 863-2785 38 Center Road
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS

REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

[=]

o
www.tntprodj.net | :
413-522-6035 {

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 o 888-763-3443
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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SCENE REPORT

87-year-old Jane need:s to visit a specialist. Due to her . .
mob;:ﬂy issues, Jane will not be ablepio fravel on her own. W]_ldcat O ’Hauoran Blue Sfe St imn Wende]l

What is Jane to do?

You could help as a volunteer By ELLEN BLANCHETTE forth with Wildcat that was very entertaining.
. As the evening got cold and the audience moved
w" h RI D ES FO R H EA I'T H ! Rain was no match for the fans of the blues as they indoors, Wildcat and his band set up inside to keep

gathered for the second annual Bluesfest being held at the music going. There, his daughter Sarah Hallor-
d ' the Deja Brew Pub in Wendell on Saturday night, June an joined him and showed her vocal skills are a fair
Take the Driver's Seat! 27. How could it miss with Wildcat O’Halloran as the match for her father’s. Strong and smooth, Sarah sings
headliner, bringing his own upbeat, rockin’ blues to  with heart.
July 23, 2015 1-5 pm the pub, along with so many talented musicians for a Others playing that night were Eva Capelli, Phyllis
Turners Falls, MA crowd just so ready to dance the night away no matter Lataille and Ken Kucza, plus cameos by Karen Pow-
Refreshments provide: what the weather. ers (with Weldon Hendricks), Mary-Kate McNulty
Deja Brew owner Patti Scutari made sure folks and Doug Smith.
would stay dry by putting up a big tent on the grass Wildcat O’Halloran will be returning to the Deja
behind the pub with folding chairs and a few tables ar- Brew in Wendell on Saturday, August 15, for a special
ranged under it, so people could bring their drinks and show to benefit the Montague Reporter. Watch these
food outside and sit while being entertained by a never pages for more information, and we hope our readers
\ ' y ending stream of incredible musicians. will join us.
ranklin County Home Care : A %
HCC 413-773-5555 978-544-2259 info@fchcc.org Wildcat played guitar and sang backed by his own
band, with Devin Griffiths on guitar, Dave Kendarian
on bass, and Joe Fitzpatrick on drums. Joe Dulude and
Jeff Turcotte also appeared in backing roles.

July 18: “Raise the Roof” in New Salem Tt.ie Wildcat O’Hf_il!orall Banfi backe.d up many of
the night’s other musicians and singers, including Dan-

The 1794 Meetinghouse, North meals to raise money for many oth- | gerboy, Dave Boatwright, and Buddy McEarns as they

The next FREE fraining;

- Apply now! Find

Quabbin’s Center for the Perform- er non-profits. performed, and mixed it up throughout the night. Wild-
ing Arts, needs to repair its roof by Tickets, which need to be pur- | catjoined many of the other musicians onstage as they
next winter. The organization has chased in advance, are $15 and are | performed a mix of old time blues and original music.

planned a series of fundraisers to available at the New Salem General Among the musicians joining O’Halloran were
bring in the needed money and, if Store or by calling (978) 544-7490. | Charlie Scott, a strong singer and bluesman who per-
pogsib[ej repajl‘ aging shutters. In the evening, there will be a forms with energy and a feel for the old-time blues.

At this year’s New Salem Old concert of Scottish and Irish music | Scott is a member of the Reprobates band.
Home Day, they are doing a chicken at the Meetinghouse by The Jolly Otto Lenz performed with Wildcat, singing and
barbeque dinner at 6 p.m. Beer and Beggars at 7:30 p m. Tickets for that | playing blues harmonica. His style is more intense as
wine will be available on a donation event are $10 for adults, $5 for 13- | he seems to become part of that harmonica and bends ~ Ot Lenz (at lefi) plays barmonica with W ildeat O"Halloran
basis. Lisa Dewitt! who will be pre- 17 year oldS, and free for children. his slim body with the music. (ﬂgb}j at the B[ﬂé’.y{-‘:'.ff (24 faizem'@g _}—3{?38 27 at the D?d Brew
pmg the Spread, iS kﬂown locally These excel]_ent and eugaging Joiﬂmg Wildcat in a second outdoor set was Kait in Wendell Peg%rfmﬁg on this covered Jtﬂgé’, MUSICIanS @f
as the cook behind the Continental musicians have de]jghted audiences Squires, who Si_ngS with a pOWefful voice that shakes dt‘/’]-’ wbi[eﬁm.s‘ danced on tbegrasf in the rain. Weather didn’t

Plate, which has put on fantastic before at the 1794 Meetinghouse. up the room. She did a humorous musical back and  swp @ crowd filling the pub and tent outside to enjoy the music.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666
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WORK

\T FALLS HARVEST

fresh » local « creative

Néw England Landscaping
& Wall Construction
THREE-COURSE WALKS

PATIOS RODNEY DEMERS

THURSDAYS * $25 Ll e | woodfired pizzeria

NOw OPEN FOR LUNCH | (NN (RAREE ([N NIE D [BARM SIrtoiE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

78 IR0 STREET

SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN
TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND

Open Thursday and Friday 5 - 9pm TUMERS L5 #) | CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES
Sunday10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm READY TO HEAT & EAT!
8$§63-0023 CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806
50 Third Street WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: "C OME SEE WHAT'S '

THE RENDEZVOUS IS OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM. - 1 AM. MON. - SAT: 7 AM. TO 5 BM. i b
FOR EVENTS CHECK OUT WWW.RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL MAY ~ COOKING!

IN COOD COMPANY | |YourLocal

A SkiLLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE STIHL Dealer
: 413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Downtown Turners Falls

- i GREENFIEL )
eng;?;gic?\fiiizes? c? Ijtt(ier:gs(?;d -’J J!"J.ET Eﬂj

respite for caregivers.

CHUCK REUM (413) 774-3780
SEAM LESS GUTTERS

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com

www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang Montague LEAF PROTE CTION
Hospice trained G
413-834-7569 CPR certified ’ Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

Oh the Tomatoes... *f%'n

i S e heirlooms, red slicers, cherries Gl y
osmetie Dentistry vislon | integrity | expertise
Old Depot Gardens, & More! Q_@THIE WM,
st 504 Turners Falls Road, S\ _ SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
Telephone (413) 774-6553 Miaitogue > ‘W 2
TumersFalls Dental com [/4 mile up the road from " 311 Wells Street, Suite B ™
the Bookmill . Greenfield, MA 01301 pv
w.redfirefarm. i 413,772 8788
Office Hours By Appointment : / ' y Www,pvsguared.coop Pionesrvialey Photovohaics
A Elec. e 413784 and MA HIC 14077
SINGLE-VISIT DENTISTRY Contact us for a free solar assessment!
)NSTRUCTION

2, Husgvarna

* Lawn Mowers 0
*LawnTractors . rimmers 413-86:3-9736 «GerijohnsontRealtor.com

*SnowBlowers | cpiowers Don't settle for less
+ Rototillers « Push Mowers Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

’ gl'_lralns:;vs « Full Service Depit. Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious desigration
*0-Turn Mowers . . : The CRS is my badge of expertise and your shield of
Financing Available assurance, Put your trust in the best to get the job dore,

GREEN RIVER Whether buying, selling or fCI::‘i"mg. always o5
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 20 yoare of wposience.
G POWERSPORTS oo

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892
WWw.greenriverpowersports.com

~=SuppLY Co. INc.
SC SC *Rock solid service with level advice”
¢
mplete Masonry Supply A %

'
C ffértﬂg a complete line of pavers, =
& r!_;u:. retaining wall block and more. . ', ldEﬂl

§

;2 __jékvenue A., Turners Falls 41§ 863 4:3‘1

L] -

d at our new location or 802-579- 1800¢
2 2 ‘S'fMﬂ!FiST, Brﬂﬂ[ebqro www.shanahansu PplY-COf“""

§ 66 French King Hwy,, Gill
(413) 8639736 » WWW.CJARCOM






