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Christine Heard 
Retires from Swift 
River School 
Secretary Post 

Questions, and Answers, 
Follow Immigration Order 

A Haven for Chinese 
Artists in Millers Falls? 

Christine Heard 

By KATIE NOLAN 

NEW SALEM - The Friday 
January 16 community sing at Swift 
River School was dedicated to retir­
ing school secretary Christine Heard 
and to Ma1tin Luther King, in honor 
of the Monday holiday hono1ing 
him. 

By TIA FATTARUSO 

TURNERS FALLS- President 
Obama's November announce­
ment of executive action on im­
migration policy, called DefeITed 
Action for Parents of Americans 
and Lawfol Penna.neut Residents, 
known as DAPA, is not yet in ef­
fect. It appears the federal govern­
ment will not issue application 
fonns until May. 

Russell Bradbmy, executive di-

rector at the Center for New Amer­
icans (CNAM), cites this period of 
time between the announcement of 
the action and the application pro­
cess as the main reason for a free 
informational meeting the group is 
holding at 5:30 p.m. this coming 
Monday, Janua1y 26, at the Brick 
House in Turners Falls. 

"Here's what we know, here's 
how to prepare," he said. 

CNAM is accredited and autho­
rized by the Bureau of Immigra­

tion Affairs to do paralegal 
work on particular ques­
tions or complications that 
arise during the application 
process. Monday's meeting 
is intended primarily for 
immigrants with questions 
about the new laws, and is 
presented by CNAM and 
Best and Associates, LLP, 
Im1nigration Law Group. 

~ 

The children sang and acted 
out ''The Chicken Dance" in honor 
of Heard's affectionate nickname 
"Cluckie" and then sang "Happy 
Trails to You." 

Bradbmy noted to be 
wary of unlawful legal 
practices by anyone - in­
cluding "notarios," who 
might be licensed attor­
neys in Mexico but may 
not be here - asking for a 
large fee for a service they 
cannot provide. 

The Saint John's Church, empry far years, is the facus of a new plan to 

The cafeteria was decorated with 
student-designed multi-color paper 
chickens hanging from the ceiling. 
The children gave Heard a large ban­
ner covered with student-made fabric 

"When somebody 
promises you something 
too good to be trne, it 
probably is," said Laurie 
Millman, marketing and 

engage an international att communiry in the rene111al of the village. 

By LEE WICKS Last Shingles Band, and a presenta­
tion of the Millers Falls Arts Bridge 
Project. 

That project aims to restore St. 
John's Pai·ish church into a multi­
cultural a.its center that will host 
visiting artists from China and 

see HEARD page A6 
The 111orkshop will be held at the Brick House. see DAPA page AS 

MILLERS FALLS - If a cross­
cultural a.its center in Millers Falls 
piques your interest, mark your 
calendars now for Saturday, Janu­
aiy 24 at the Millers Pub, 5:30 p.m. 
There will be food, music from The 

see ARTS BRIDGE page A4 

Jake's Changes Hands: 
Happy Retirement, Bill! 

Bill Holbrook (second from right), with his son Jake, and their 
respective jiancees, Stacy and Brady Fahey, celebrate at Jake's. 

By ANNE HARDING 

TURNERS FALLS 
Thi1teen years ago, Bill Hol­
brook's sister Kathleen Bur­
dette made him an offer he 
couldn't refuse. She called 
him up one day and said, 
"How would you like to do 
your own thing? I'll be your 
silent backer." 

Before long they purchased 
DJ Bairnns, a small tavem 
in Tm11ers Falls, owned by 
Shirley Johnson. He quickly 
renamed it Jake's Tavem af­
ter his young son and he's 
been there ever since. 

Holbrook had been work­
ing in the food se1vice indus­
hy since he was a teenager, 
slinging pizza at Weirs Beach 
in Laconia, New Hampshire, 
followed by several years 

ba.1tending in Florida and 15 
yeai·s managing the Friend­
ly's at the Greenfield rota1y. 

He believes Turners Falls 
was the pe1fect place to mn 
a tavem full of good people 
who cai·e a lot about their 
friends and neighbors, and it 
didn't hmt that the village re­
minded him of his hometown 
of Laconia. 

Holbrook acknowledges 
that you don't get much time 
off when you're rnnning your 
own business. While it's 
been a great nm, he says, he 
is looking fo1ward to retire­
ment - not to mention there 
are wedding bells in his fu­
ture. 

I'm sure all the regulars 
already know Holbrook and 
Brady Fahey got engaged 
over Christmas. Right now 

their plans are a little vague, 
but they plan to spend more 
time with family and lots 
of time golfing when spring 
rolls around. Holbrook sus­
pects that he'll get bored 
eventually; when that hap­
pens he'll sta.1t looking for a 
pa.it-time job. 

As many people know, 
Holbrook was always willing 
to let non-profit groups in to 
do fundraisers - especially 
ones that supp01t children. 
He's suppo1ted the Unity 
Skatepark Project, the Friend­
to-Friend accessible swing 
project, numerous class field 
trips and many others, but it's 
the Kacy's Kids Christmas 
drive that is near and dear to 
his hea.1t. 

Bill has worked with Ma­
rie Putala and the Montague 
Catholic Social Ministries 
(MCSM) for the past three 
years to provide for children 
in need at Christmas. Begun 
in memory of his niece Kacy 
whose life was cut sho1t at 18 
years old, the drive is a trib­
ute to her love of children. 

MCSM provides the 
names, ages, and wishes of 
children in need and they are 
posted on the wall at Jake's. 
Patrons pick up a name or 
two, shop for the gift(s) on 
the list and bring it back 
wrapped. 

see JAKE'S page AS 

Waiting ... for the Ice to Melt 
By DAVID JAMES 

LAKE PLEASANT- At the heigl1t of 
eve1y summer, a prime pastime for residents 
of Montague's village of Lake Pleasant is 
watching grass grow in the Minnie E. Rutter 
Memorial Park. 

But, as days begin to grow longer and tem­
peratures ever-so-slowly wa.1mer after Winter 
Solstice celebrates its bitthday in December, 
the eyes of villagers tum to watching for ice 
to depa.1t from the surface of Lake Pleasant's 
namesake body of water. 

Since 1977, that long-standing cyclical cu­
riosity has become ritualized in an "Ice Off 
the Lake" rite of seasonal passage. 

Interested residents ante up a dollar, take 
their chances with a blind-luck draw of a date 
for depa.1ture, then begin rooting themselves 

on to vict01y for a small pot of gold on the 
day when a designated panel of judges de­
clares that not an ice cube remains visible on 
the open waters of the lake. 

The thitty-ninth annual contest got un­
de1way Januaiy 20. Last year's winner was 
Fedya Michael, son of George Shapiro of 
Montague Avenue, and the winning date was 
April 11. 

Tickets for 57 would-be winners this yeai· 
are available from the Lake Pleasant Village 
Association, and can also be obtained at the 
Lake Pleasant Post Office. 

The contest date range is Febrnaiy 22 
through April 19. Those dates represent the 
earliest and latest dates ice has left the lake 
since the contest began. 

The Febrna.1y 22 sta.1t date was 

see CONTEST page A6 

The scenic lake is an emergency backup source far the Turners Falls Water Depattment. No swimming! 
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Choosing Our 
Traditions Wisely 

Comparatively f e-,,v people, how­
ever, are com,ersant upon the sub­
ject of ebony. They do not know, 
for instance, that there are several 
grades of it used commercially. The 
best is known as Gaboon Ebony. 

This is very black, marked by fine 
gray streaks, and is e-Xtremely brit­
tle. It grows in equatorial Africa; is 
cut into logs,four feet long; carried 
on the heads of black slaves for up­
wards [sic} of a hundred miles to 
the coast, where it is dumped into 
the sea, sinking, and afterwards 
fished out and loaded on vessels for 
e-Xportation. 

- Fabrics, Fancy Goods 
& Notions (magazine), 

October 1912 

Diospyros crassiflora, now en­
dangered from overlogging, is na­
tive to the area now known as the 
nations of Gabon and the Republic 
of the Congo, though many of its 
remaining trees a.re in Cameroon. 
Over twice as hard as white oak, 
its wood has been commonly used 
to make piano keys, guitar tuning 
pegs, pool cues and jewehy. 

At the time that J.F. Fradley & 
Co., the New York jewelers, were 
using this wood to carve canes, the 
region was known as the French 
Congo, and a great debate was rag­
ing in Europe and the United States 
about whether conditions in the 
French Congo had become com­
parable to those in the Congo Free 
State, an adjacent tract of land be­
longing to King Leopold II of Bel­
gium and administered entirely by 
private Belgian companies. 

Those companies, the public had 
finally learned, had instituted a tax­
ation or quota system for the pro­
duction of mbber and other com­
modities, backed up with colossal 
bmtality: taking hostages, burning 
villages, and amputating the limbs 
of native people who failed to har­
vest and fork over their hefty quota 
each month. 

While popular opinion held that 
the French colonies were not as 
bad as that, a 1903 expose by E.D. 
Morel, ''The British Case in French 
Congo," pointed out that when the 
colony was ca.ived up for conces­
sion companies in an eff01t to catch 
up with the productivity a.cross the 
border, "no lands had been reserved 
for the natives," and that "the na­
tives who had been in the habit ... 
of collecting the products of the for­
ests, and selling them in the highest 
market, were by this decree dispos-
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sessed of this right." 
Morel also uncovered that many 

of the owners of these concession 
companies were Belgians involved 
with the Congo Free State, and that 
the colony seemed to be well on its 
way to developing into a smaller 
version of that land, ''the native 
having become by law the se1f, or 
slave, of the Concessionaire Com­
pany." 

In 1905 the French set up an in­
qui1y and discovered that, in fa.ct, 
yes, the owners had instituted a tax­
ation system and were slaughtering 
natives, taking hostages, burning 
villages, and so on. They moved to 
reform the system in 1908. 

It was during this exact period 
that enough "seven-foot lengths" 
of Gabon ebony were shipped to 
J. F. Fradley & Co. to cut, cure and 
ca.ive into 700 gold-knobbed canes 
for the Boston Post. 

The editor of that pa.per, Edwin 
Atkins Grozier, a progressive who 
had once se1ved as Joseph Pulit­
zer's own secreta1y, was putting big 
bucks into a pe1fect promotional 
scheme. He sent the canes to the se­
lectboa.rds of700 Maine, Massachu­
setts, New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island towns, with the instmction 
- "a little favor" - that they continu­
ously bestow the objects upon their 
towns' oldest citizens. 

If in each of 700 towns, eve1y 
three yea.i·s or so for the last 105, 
the good name of the Boston Post 
had been invoked by town fathers 
in recognition of such unquestion­
able accomplishment, there would 
have been over 20,000 of these ad­
ve1tising ceremonies - more than 
half of them after the newspaper 
itself folded. 

But there have only been a frac­
tion of those. The logistics of track­
ing populations, retrieving all the 
canes from bereaved fa.inilies and 
re-bestowing them upon the next in 
line with appropriate pomp, appar­
ently exceeded the abilities of our 
region's selectboa.rds, and from a 
ve1y ea.i·ly point in the process many 
of the ca.i1es wandered off or were 
stashed in cabinets for safekeeping. 

In the age of the internet, New 
Englanders are reviving the prac­
tice. A website run by a member of 
Maynard's historical society is hy­
ing to crowdsource a comprehen­
sive list of the locations, or fates, of 
the objects. The canes of Leomin­
ster and Na1rngansett, RI were both 
recovered when listed on eBay. 

Greenfield's turned up in a DPW 

Adve1tising ru1d copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers re­
serve the right to refuse advertising 
for any reason and to alter copy or 
graphics to conform to standards of 

the newspaper, such as they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
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Lener to the Editors 

I was deeply saddened to read the 
front page headline about the Colle 
Opera House graffiti. That was until 
I saw the picture and read the aiticle 
- then it was a mixture of both sad­
ness and joy. 

The original graffiti is an atrocity. 
While I appreciate the sentiment of 

vault, and was put in a glass case at 
town hall. Then its gold knob was 
stolen, but later recovered. 

Greenfield and many other towns, 
including Wendell, give out a pin. A 
2009 Reporter article mentions a pin 
in Leverett but our 2014 article had 
it down to an award ce1tificate. 

Here in Montague, John Reyn­
olds has emerged as our local Post 
cane activist. Since lea.ming the 
town's cane was being prese1ved in 
a closet, he has tirelessly reminded 
the selectboard of its duties. 

In November, the first cane a.ward 
in yea.rs - we have heard 1967 and 
1996 - was held. La.st week, the 
board agreed to allocate $500 from 
the community development discre­
tionaiy fund to build a display case 
at town hall for our cane. The hon­
oree will retain a medal, and their 
name will be added to a plaque on 
the case. 

We spoke with Mr. Reynolds on 
the topic, and he did not want to be 
quoted, being a humble man. He 
has done a lot of thinking about the 
award - more than we have - and 
has clear, and valid, reasons for re-
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Sadness and Joy 
the second round of graffiti, it was 
really not any improvement. After 
all, hate only begets hate. 

And pe1manently defacing a pub­
lic prope1ty, no matter what the mo­
tives, is vandalism. 

The work on Sunday was joyous. 
Its message was clea.i· and its method 

viving the tradition. 
Like him, we do not want to lose 

sight of the men and women who 
ma.de these towns great. Witl1 full 
respect for his opinion and tl1e work 
he is putting in, we'd like to gently 
voice our rese1va.tions about much 
further focus on tl1e cane itself. 

We tllink we should honor the 
1,500 or so senior citizens of our 
town. We should commemorate and 
congratulate longevity, and most of 
all, we should sit and listen to the 
ve1y oldest among us. 

They a.re living links to a by­
gone world. Cmrent Montague cane 
holder Ge1t Woodard worked at the 
John Russell Cutle1y! Leverett's Ida 
Chaffee was a seamstress in a bath­
robe fact01y in Connecticut. And 
Wendell's Adam Drozdowski re­
members hruvesting ice on Ruggles 
Pond. 

We are chaimed at tl1e idea of 
issuing medals for longevity, and 
think we should be recording stories 
from tl1e recipients ru1d saving them 
for posterity. 

But tl1e ca.i1e itself feels redundant, 
ru1d we see little reason to enshrine 

was responsible ru1d creative. 
So to the Sunday aitist - Thrulk 

You! To the Saturday blue and black 
spray pa.inters - I hope you can see 
beyond your feru· and find "Love", 
"Peace" and "Justice". 

Jann Rosemerta 
Leverett 

it. Though of solid craftsmanship 
and curious provenance, it seems to 
us like a bit of an albatross. 

Actually letting the honoree hru1g 
on to it is foolish for reasons that 
don't need to be spelled out, and dis­
playing it in a case beckons thieves 
to town hall. And what is commu­
nicated by such a display - that we 
honor ourselves for being tl1e kind 
of town that honors its eldest? Per­
haps public money is better spent on 
public goods. 

"If tl1e tt·adition of exhibiting ru1d 
hru1ding tl1e cane out were to go 
away, as it has in otl1er towns," says 
Council on Aging director Robe1ta 
Potter, ''the COA and the town clerk 
would be able to keep track of who 
the oldest citizen is and do some­
thing to honor them." 

(We'd contribute an article.) 
And if we truly honor our eldest, 

let's work as a town, over tl1e next 
few yea.i·s, to site and build a first­
class senior center. And let's make it 
a hub of intergenerational learning 
and celebration, where elders are 
cherished as the community trea­
sures tl1ey are. 
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Join Janel N ockleby for a tracking 
adventure to find out who has been 
outside in the snow at the center. 

Refreshments available. A dona­
tion of $3-10 is requested, but no 
one will be turned away. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
~ Each program will feature stories, 
; activities, and crafts for ages 3 to 6 
t3 with a parent or guardian. Siblings 
~ and friends welcome. 
!!l If you enjoyed the GFDC smnmer 

The Erving Elementary School 
PTO is hosting their Annual Fam­
ily Movie Day at the Greenfield 
Gai·den Cinema on Main Street in 
Greenfield on Saturday, January 31, 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

There will be a Wine & Canvas 
event to benefit the Montague Re­
porter this coming Tuesday, Janu­
a1y 27, at the French King Enter­
taimnent Center. We hope you will 
join us! 

The event mns from 6 to 9 p.m., 
and tickets are $45 per person. 
Adults with any level of experience 
painting ( or drinking) are welcome. 
These things are a lot of fun. 

See our ad on page B6 for more 
infom1ation. 

Would you like to help support 
the Montague Libra1ies? Are you 
available for one or two evening 
meetings a month? Two interim 
Tmstees are needed until the next 
town election in May. 

If interested, please send a let­
ter by Janua1y 31 to the Montague 
Public Libraries, 201 Ave. A, Turn­
ers Falls, MA 01376. 

Last year the Montague Public Li­
braries gave out over 1300 federal 
tax forms, schedules, and instmc­
tion booklets. This year the IRS has 

decided to slash this free program 
due to budget cuts. 

As of this point, the Carnegie Li­
brary will only be receiving I 040, 
1040A, and 1040EZ fomis, but no 
instmctions or schedules. You must 
download your own fo1ms 

If you are having difficulty down­
loading IRS forms, free tech help 
and training are available by ap­
pointment at the Carnegie Libraiy 
weekly on Friday mornings and on 
the first Thursday of each month 
from 6 to 8 p.m .. 

The Montague Center Fire De­
partment will have an Open House 
featuring the display of their brand 
new Engine #I. 

The event is Saturday, Januaiy 
24, from IO am. to noon at the sta­
tion at 128 Old Sunderland Road in 
Montague Center. Free and open to 
all with refreshments, and a special 
free kids raffle. 

The Winter and Spring Pre­
school Series, "Who's Been Here? 
Let's Find Out", at the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center continues on Sat­
urday, Janua1y 24, from 10:30 to 

Kidleidoscope series, then you will 
not want to miss these programs. 

For more info call (413) 863-3221 
or visit 1Vl-vw.greatfallsdiscovery­
center.org This free, 6-pa1t series 
is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center. 

Come see "Bag It", a humorous, 
award-winning film about how plas­
tic bags and bottles affect our health 
and the planet's. 

Discuss what we can do, with 
Andy Fisk of the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council on Wednesday, 
Januaiy 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church on Silver 
Street in Greenfield. Admission and 
refreshments are free; donations ac­
cepted. 

Organized by Greening Green­
field and the Traprock Center for 
Peace and Justice. 

Chase away the winter blues with 
an evening of inspiring music from 
many cultures with the Wendell 
Community Chorus Winter Con­
cert on Friday, Janua1y 30, 7 p.m. 
at Wendell Town Hall. Some sing­
alongs will be pait of the evening as 
well. 

This yeai·'s movie is Paddington. 
This event is open to the public and 
only costs $5 per person. Doors 
open at 9 am. 

Mutton and Mead Medieval 
Festival shire cast auditions will 
be held on Febma1y 6 through Feb­
mary 9 the Montague Common 
Hall (fonnerly the Grange) at 34 
Main Street in Montague. 

For specific times, please email 
David Argo at Media@MuttonAnd­
Mead.org or call (413) 992-6572. 

The shire cast is at the heart of 
Mutton and Mead's interactive ex­
perience. Each cast member plays 
a character or role from the sto1y of 
Robin Hood, played out at our be­
loved Mutton and Mead Tavern of 
Nottingham Shire. 

Not interested in joining the shire 
cast? Mutton and Mead is also 
seeking stage & street acts, dem­
onstrators & educators, suppo1t 
crews,vendors and general adminis­
trative help. Check out the website 
for details at muttonandmead.org. 

Send your local briefs to editor@ 
montaguereporter. org. 

Montague Reporter 2014 Revenues: 
Geographic Breakdown 

-- I 

subs Tstores I donation 
-I- -r-ads 

turners falls 29,191.25 5,417.08 4,060.85 2,151.50 40,820.68 42.7% I 

rest of montague 5,813.85 5,839.17 122.45 932.25 12,707.72 13.3% 56.0%! 
- -

erving 448.00 1,265.00 213.75 265.00 2, I 91. 75 2.3% 

gill 2,958.00 2,455.00 0.00 540.00 5,953.00 6.2% ! 
-

wendell 2,608.20 1,883.54 715.35 905.00 6,112.09 6.4% 
-

leverett 865.00 3,079.59 648.85 1,016.93 5,610.37 5.9% 20.8%; 

greenfield 10,164.20 1,213.20 528.20 36.80 11,942.40 12.5% 

elsewhere 6,71 1.65 3,159.21 0.00 367.52 10,238.38 10.7% 23.2%! 
- -

58,760.15 24,311. 7@=6,289.4l6,2 I 5.00 95,576.39 I - -

By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS - The news­
paper in your hands is published by 
a nonprofit with a mission of com­
munity development. As its manag­
ing editor, I feel the community at 
large, and especially our readers, 
should have a sense of its finances. 

I will tty to share pe1tinent de­
tails from time to time. This week, 
I broke down our 2014 revenues by 
major catego1y and location. 

Totals, and total percentages, 
are given for each place and cate­
gory (adve1tisement, subscriptions, 
newsstand sales, and donations). 

This data isn't pe1fect, but I did 
brush it up as well as I could. For 
example, I initially counted eve1y­
thing originating from a "Millers 
Falls" address under the "rest of 
Montague" location, but then went 
back and shifted some of that to Er­
ving, where I know subscribers or 
donors reside in Ervingside. 

Money raised at fundraisers or 

61.5% 25.4% 6.6% 6.5% 

booths was logged as a donation 
at the event's location. We had 
two fundraisers this year - one at 
Great Falls Harvest restaurant here 
in Turners, and an All Small Caps 
event in Wendell. We also tabled at 
Old Home Days in Montague and 
Wendell, and the Franklin County 
Pumpkin Fest. 

A substantial portion of our do­
nations came in the form of "extra" 
sums added on to renewal checks. 
We know that not all our readers ai·e 
in a position to do this, but we take 
it as a vote of confidence and sup­
po1t from those of you who do. 

Adve1tisers were located by lo­
cal branch rather than home office. 
This meant that we counted Bay­
state Medical as being located in 
Greenfield, rather than Springfield, 
and the adve1tising by Greenfield 
Cooperative Bank after they opened 
a branch across the street from our 
office in Tmners Falls is counted 
here rather than in Greenfield. 

Certain newsstand locations re-

pay the drivers who stock them, in 
tiny smns not reflected here. 

We did make out with a small 
surplus this year, but generally all 
the money we take in is reinvested 
into the operation. 

In 2014, we spent a little over 
$20,000 on printing the paper, and 
a little over $20,000 in mailing and 
distributing it. Another $8,000 went 
into rent, insurance, phone and in­
ternet, supplies and other overhead 
expenses. 

That left us just about $1,000 an 
issue to work with to produce the 
paper: a sum split each week among 
all of our editors, layout staff, and 
writers. Operating on a shoestring 
in this respect is very difficult for 
eve1yone involved, and it has taken 
cai·eful teamwork and dedication to 
pull it off. 

We'd like to increase our rev­
enue in the coming yeai·, so we 
cai1 increase that $1,000 figure. In 
a county like this, it may seem like 
drawing blood from a turnip, but we 

I 
-"· 

I 
i-~ I 

know the resources are there as long 
as our paper grows to meet them and 
makes itselfuseful. Consider this an 
opportunity for a community-wide 
brainsto1ming session. 

If you think one or more of these 
fields should be easy to increase in 
2015, we want to know. Does one 
look lower than it should, to you? 

If you have an idea, or want to 
volunteer to tty to take on one of 
these 32 figures (setting up store 
sales in Greenfield, selling sub­
scriptions in Gill, soliciting adver­
tisement in Erving, fundraising in 
Montague, etc.), let us know. Get 
in touch with me at mjackson@ 
montaguereporte,:org, or call 863-
8666. 

We may not be a perfect paper, 
but we want to be your paper, and 
with your help, we can improve. We 
know that eve1y dollai· we receive 
is an investment in the project of 
building local community through 
journalism, and we are dete1mined 
to spend it wisely. 
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around the world, and serve as a lo-
cal community center for creative 
exploration.

Richard (Rick) Widmer, the 
building’s new owner and project 
director, will share his new vision 
for a space that was once at the 
heart of the community. On the 
Millers Falls Arts Bridge website, 
he writes, 

“Millers Falls was once a ro-
bust industrial village. But today 
its mills have ceased to function. In 
2009, the St. John’s Parish church 
closed its doors. What happens to a 
community when it loses so many 
jobs and part of its spiritual core? 

“In Millers, I see a great op-
portunity. The town needs new 
life. Chinese artists seek creative 
freedom, professional develop-
ment and international experience. 
MFAB (Millers Falls Arts Bridge) 
will serve to facilitate this collabo-
ration, to build this community, and 
to promote understanding across 
diverse beliefs and traditions.”

I first heard of this endeavor 
from a former colleague who is 
now working in China. Imagine 
getting a message from so far away 
informing me of a project of this 
magnitude right up the road. 

I followed up and found that Mr. 
Widmer was in China this week. 
We therefore conducted an inter-
view via email.

MR: First of all, what brought 
you to Millers Falls?

RW: Personally, I have long fam-
ily roots in New England. I grew 
up in Somerville, MA. My par-
ents grew up in Connecticut. Their 
parents grew up in Vermont. My 
grandfather and namesake, Richard 
Martin, passed along a good family 
philosophy: “work hard, do good.” 

New England is my home. I went 
to school at Somerville High School 
and NMH (Northfield Mount Her-
mon), graduating in 1986 from the 
latter. 

MR: When did you become in-
terested in China?

RW: It was an NMH summer 
trip that first brought me to China 
in 1985. Both NMH and China 
were full of inspiring experiences. 
Later, I studied history and art at 

Hartwick College, where I began 
making simple short films. After 
graduation from Hartwick, I drove 
across country and north to Fair-
banks, Alaska where I lived for four 
years.

Then, on a photo expedition to 
Xinjiang, China, I fell in love with 
a woman in Beijing, my wife of 19 
years and mother of our two sons. 

MR: What about your back-
ground as an artist?

RW: I have worked in broadcast 
television, editing programs for 
History Channel, Discovery Chan-
nel, and the WGBH NOVA series. 

I have made three full-length 
documentary films: American Fair, 
about a farming community in York 
County, Maine, Dance Language, 
about four deaf dancers in Shan-
dong China, and Legend of the 
Stone, about a Chinese artist and 
his plan to explode a 500-ton rock 
as a way to understand the origin of 
space and time.

For the past seven years I have 
been working with artists in the 
Chinese contemporary art world, 
making short films about creative 
process, thought process and Chi-
nese art, culture and society. 

In 2013, I created a retrospective 
exhibition of twenty years of par-
ticipation of Chinese artists in the 
Venice Biennale. Through a series 
of over 80 interviews, I represented 
the Chinese experience of Venice 
for the Western art audience. 

MR: Did this experience lead 
you to think about cross-cultural 
immersions for artists?

RW: I thought: how could I make 
my unique, intimate experience of 
the thoughts and creativity of Chi-
nese artists meaningful to others? 
What purpose was I serving? 

MR: And that led you to Millers 
Falls?

RW: Yes, I decided that I was 
going to create an arts and cultural 
connection between US and Chi-
nese cultures – to build a bridge. 

As soon as I made this declara-
tion, an Internet search led me to 
the 5 and 7 Church Street proper-
ties in Millers Falls – the former St. 
John’s Parish – and the concept of 
an artists residency program was 

conceived. 
MR: What has been the reaction 

from your friends in China?
RW: There are two pieces of the 

Millers Falls story that have caught 
the imagination of Chinese artists.

The first is the beauty and energy 
of the St. John’s church building. 
The second is the concept that the 
Chinese creativity can contribute to 
the economic revitalization of Mill-
ers. 

If we can get the resources to-
gether to repair the church in time 
for July, I feel very good about our 
ability to bring artists from China 
into the project this summer. 

These artists seek freedom, na-
ture, opportunity, professional de-
velopment, and experience of the 
world outside of China. 

MR: Can you describe your spe-
cific plans for the program and the 
building?

RW: MFAB will form a commu-
nity of artists who share the facility 
as a studio for painting, sculpture, 
photography and film. The “Arts 
Bridge” will initiate an overseas 
artists residency program, offering 
studio facilities, interaction with 
area universities and museums, and 
exhibition of artworks. 

We plan to organize “Feast 
Days,” hosting a series of cultural 
events and performances, and we 
will also open our doors to the 
needs of the Millers Falls commu-
nity, welcoming local individuals 
and groups to share their interests 
and activities.

MR: Have you thought about the 
number of artists who will partici-
pate and the number of exhibitions 
you will prepare?

RW: Once in operation, MFAB 
will invite the participation of 120 
artists over three years’ time, pre-
pare two exhibitions each year, 
present a series of cultural perfor-
mances, and organize regular com-
munity events. 

Funds for annual programs and 
operations will be raised from the 
membership fees of artist-partici-
pants from China and around the 
world. Over time, as the MFAB 
project matures, we will look to the 
public and private sectors for part-
nership and support.

MR: You have said you need 
$100,000 by February 15. How do 
you plan to achieve that?

RW: One hundred thousand in 
40 days is a large number in a short 
amount of time. To reach this goal 
will take support from many peo-
ple. 

Though I am new to Montague, 
I am hopeful that I can answer 
questions, earn people’s trust and 
gain support from the community 
towards this goal. Our website, 
www.millersfallsartsbridge.org, is 
up and running, and our Facebook 
page has been activated. We are us-
ing Kickstarter, an online crowd-
funding resource, to achieve our 
first fundraising goal.

Here’s the MFAB project on 
Kickstarter: www.kickstarter.com/
projects/100355657/millers-falls-
arts-bridge-the-resurrection-of-st-j 

MR: When will you begin the 
renovations?

RW: With faith and support, and 
by meeting our fundraising goals, 
we will commence construction in 
February 2015 and begin our mis-
sion in July, with a grand opening 
and two months of artist residency 
projects.

MR: How do local people get 
involved?

RW: Come to the event on Sat-
urday night. Check out the website 
and the Facebook page. Enjoy the 
video on Kickstarter and share it 
with friends. 

The largest reward for joining to-
gether in support of the repair of St. 
John’s, and the creation of a home 
for the Millers Falls Arts Bridge is 
the act of participation itself – the 
knowledge that our collective ac-
tion will have a positive impact. 

I believe that MFAB can serve as 
a catalyst for economic and cultural 
activity in Millers. I want MFAB 
to be part of making Millers shine 
again. 

Rick Widmer signed off then, 
to get some sleep, meet with just a 
few more people, and catch a plane 
home to Millers Falls where he will 
be ready to answer ques-
tions on Saturday night.

ARTS BRIDGE from page A1

A free introductory Shintaido class  
will take place on Saturday, January 
31 at the Shintaido Center on River 
Road in Deerfield.  The class is sched-
uled to start at 3:30 pm. 

It will be followed by dinner, and 
presentation by a representative group 
of the Hallowell Singers, including 
founder Kathy Leo and musical direc-
tor Mary Cay Brass.

Hallowell has been serving the 
community through the practice of 
bedside singing for the dying for 12 
years. They also continue to be a mod-
el for other hospice choirs through 
workshops that offer both musical and 
spiritual support.  They return to the 
Shintaido Center to share music and 
wisdom.  

They will attend the free introduc-
tory class, and after dinner will lead 
us in the exploration of Transforma-
tion through song and stories based on 
their experience.

Shintaido is a moving meditation 
and peaceful martial art that emphasizes spiritu-
al connections – with ourselves, each other and 

nature. The Hallowell Singers constantly learn 
about and explore a profound time of transition 
that is full of the unknown. 

Kathy has written:  “The bedside of 
a dying person is a shimmering place 
rich with mystery and wonder.  Grief 
is a time of deepest change, a place 
where the ground beneath our feet 
shifts and moves, offering a time of 
instability when we are called to be 
our highest selves, to stay present or to 
allow change to bring us to our heart 
center. 

“Hallowell’s service has become 
a true practice, as is the practice of 
Shintaido. We have learned how to be 
grounded in times of instability. How 
to stay present when grief arises. How 
to welcome what comes and what sim-
ply is. 

“We respond to what is before us 
with songs and with presence.  And we 
take from our practice what we remem-
ber into our daily lives where change 
and transformation are constant com-
panions on our life journey.” 

For additional information, visit 
www.sne.shintaido.org or contact 

Stephen Billias at sbillias@comcast.net; (413) 
475-3745; or by cellphone at (413)773-1926. 

Free Introductory Shintaido Class, Dinner,  
and Hospice Singing Presentation
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DAPA from page A 1 

development coordinator for 
CNAM. "People are so eager for 
work authorization and drivers' li­
censes. We want to make sure [they] 
do not spend hard-earned money 
with unauthorized practitioners." 

Millman said the center will 
continue to keep people informed 
as the process progresses. 

Once it is closer to the time ap­
plication forms will be available, 
CNAM will hold another set of 
workshops, Bradbmy said. Until 
then, they suggest it is a good idea 
for those interested to get these 
documents: proof of identity for 
pru·ents and children, entry and con­
tinued presence in the U.S., pay­
ment of taxes, work hist01y. 

Last week the Mexican gov­
ernment began issuing certified 
copies of bitth ce1tificates at theit' 
embassies and consulates around 
the world, making it at least a little 
easier for Mexican nationals to ac­
quire the docmnents needed to ap­
ply for defe!1'ed action as well as 
for passpo1ts, driver's licenses and 
work pe1mits. 

Previously, itnmigrants born in 
Mexico were only able to get bi1th 
ce1tificates from the towns and cit­
ies where they were registered as 

newborns, often leaving the task of 
obtaining documents to friends or 
family. 

While DAPA will not provide 
green cards, or even a path to citi­
zenship, it should give those who 
qualify three years' insulation from 
the risk of depo1tation, and the abil­
ity to work legally in the U.S. for 
the same amount of tune. 

Who Will Qualify? 
According to thinkprogress.org, 

DAPA could potentially extend re­
lief benefits to about 4.9 Inillion of 
the approxitnately 11.3 million un­
documented aliens cm1·ently resid­
ing in the U.S. 

It appears that in order to qual­
ify, one must have a child born in 
the U.S., have been continuously 
present here for five years, pass a 
background check and pay a fee. 
However, info1mation about who 
will qualify is coming slowly, said 
Teresa Cordoba, Latina outreach 
coordinator at the New England 
Leaming Center for Women in 
Transition in Greenfield. 

"People ru·e anxious to see if they 
qualify and it's itnpo1tant to know 
they have the right person giving 
them the answer," Cordoba said. 
She emphasized that the "good 

Longtime employee Sam Escott, behind the bar at Jake's. 

JAKE'S from page A 1 

The first year there were 33 
names on the wall, the second year 
96 names, and this Christmas there 
were 150. He credits MCSM with 
organizing a great event, and plans 
to stay involved. It saddens him that 
the need grows greater, but he is 
happy to be able to help. The tav­
ern's new owner, Shawn Hube1t, 
has committed to continuing the 
event. Holbrook believes he's leav­
ing the place in good hands. 

I talked to Sam Escott on Mon­
day night. She's been working at 
the tavern since 1987 - long be-

fore Holbrook's reign - and says 
Holbrook has been a good boss, 
and over the years became a good 
friend and occasional golf prutner. 
He's got a great sense of humor and 
always sees the good in people. He 
looked out for her during some dif­
ficult family losses. 

Escott says, "Bill deserves time 
to relax and enjoy life." She will 
continue to work at the tavern when 
it reopens next week. 

I fondly remember my own first 
meeting with Holbrook during the 
2010 Olympic gold medal hockey 
game between Canada ru1d the U.S. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

character" qualifier is pa1ticularly 
confusing. 

"What is a crime," she asks, that 
would disqualify an applicant? She 
doesn't know. 

Though she works dit'ectly with 
the Latina community, Cordoba ex­
pressed that men and women of any 
nationality are welcome to come to 
her with questions. 

"These ru·e the dirty hands that 
make 'America the Beautiful,"' 
Cordoba said, mentioning the hru·d 
work that itninigrants do in restau­
rants and in the fields. 

I asked Cordoba about several 
law enforcement agencies in Ver­
mont adopting "bias free" policies, 
which recommend that police not 
tiy to identify people whose only 
suspected violation is theit' pres­
ence in the U.S. without proper 
docmnentation. 

She said, "Here [in Massachu­
setts], they stop people left and 
right. It's nerve-racking, anything 
can happen to them. They're vul­
nerable." 

Ve1mont, along with several oth­
er states, now also offers a driver's 
privilege card, in compliance with 
federal REAL ID requirements, 
which asks for proof of address 
rather than citizenship. 

I was the lone Canadian suppo1ter, 
and it didn't take him long to fig­
ure out I was watching the game as 
a way to share my mother's love of 
the game. 

When the match went into sud­
den death ove1titne, I was going to 
11111 home and give her a call dur­
ing the break. Holbrook got wind 
of that, and insisted I use the bru· 
phone, in spite of the long-distance 
chru·ges. When the Canadians got 
the first goal, he was back with the 
phone making sure I called her right 
away. It was the kindness of that 
gesture that I remember so well. 

Pati·ons young and old had good 
things to say about Holbrook, and 
wished him a happy and healthy re­
tirement. Christa Bingnet and Kathy 
Webber called Jake's the Turners 
Falls version of "Cheers," and said 
Holbrook had the gift of making 
you feel welcome. 

Mru·k Galvis has been coming to 
the tavern since he was a kid, when 
he and his dad came to Camey's. 
Red Sox legend Jimmy Fox used to 
come in here after a day of fishing, 
and it's mmored that Ted Williams 
was here too. Galvis maintains the 
planter out front with plantings he 
took out of his grandmother's house 
before it was sold. 

Eve1yone had stories about 
Holbrook's generosity and love of 
children. He often covered the cost 
of meals for children, and kept a 
drawer full of small toys in the back 
to give to small diners. 

Loot owners Erin MacLean and 
John MacNamara reininisced about 
their time next door to Jake's. Call­
ing Holbrook a big-hearted, stalwa1t 
pioneer and constant stabilizing in-

Cordoba praised this move, say­
ing that public ti·ansportation in 
Frrulklin County is ve1y litnited, 
making it hard for unlicensed driv­
ers to go to work, pick up their kids 
or shop for groceries without feru· 
of being stopped. 

A Lot to Take In 
Rebeca Escalona Rosas is the 

parent and family services coor­
dinator at the Brick House, where 
among other things she helps pro­
vide interpretation and transporta­
tion to parents accessing govern­
ment and nonprofit services. She 
said that she, and people she's spo­
ken with, ru·e unclear what the new 
policies will mean. 

"Folks are generally hoping 
it will affect them positively, that 
they'll be able to qualify," said 
Escalona Rosas, noting that when 
reading through the new measures 
there is a lot of info1mation to take 
in. 

DAPA expands upon the De­
fe!1'ed Action for Childhood Ar­
rivals (DACA), for the so-called 
"dreamers," already in existence 
for two and a halfyeru·s. 

Those immigrants who qualify 
for DACA must have al1'ived in 
the country before age 16, been 

fluence on the Avenue, they said the 
first "It's a Wonderful Night" would 
not have happened without his fi­
nancial help and enthusiasm. 

They say they will Iniss his 
"What can I do, how can I help?" 
attitude. Although they knew the 
tavern was changing hands, the re­
ality has caught them unprepru·ed 
and they're going to 1niss Bill. 

Like many pati·ons, Intha Lep­
kham, Jr. and To1yen Hadfield said 
Holbrook is just one of those "all­
ru·ound good guys," and that they'll 
miss him. Lepkham talked about 
dinner with his girlfriend just be­
fore Christmas where Holbrook 
generously paid for their dinner. He 
gave him a little retit'ement advice: 

AS 

here continuously for five years, 
and graduated from high school, or 
must be working towru·d an educa­
tional program. 

In the U.S., public school edu­
cation for grades K-12 cannot be 
denied to iminigrants regardless of 
status, but that does not apply to 
higher education. 

"We are excited about this par­
ticular act, and this change of pol­
icy that will help fa1nilies in the 
area step out of the shadows. We 
can only see good things happen­
ing - we've seen that already with 
DACA," Bradbmy said. 

Nationally, Judge Andrew 
Hanen, a George W. Bush appoin­
tee to a federal trial court in Texas, 
was slated to hear a challenge last 
week brought by officials in two 
dozen states that object to Obama's 
policy, though nothing as yet has 
come of that. 

For more information from the 
Center for New Americans, call 
( 413) 587-0084 or email maureen@ 
cnam.org. Teresa Cordoba can be 
reached at (413) 772-0871 ext 109 
or at latina@nelcwit.org. 

The Brick House is located at 
24 Thit'd Street in Tumers 
Falls. Find out more at 1111■ 
brickhousecommunity.org. !19 

"work has just ended, and life is just 
sta1ting over". 

Pam Allan says, "Thrulks for 
all the haddock sandwiches in the 
comtyard!" I wonder if she knows 
the courtyard used to be a bru·ber­
shop. Back in the 1950s there was a 
gas leak at the barber shop and the 
resulting explosion blew one of the 
customers right out into Avenue A. 
Fortunately there were no major in­
juries, but the bru·bershop was tom 
down and became the patio. 

There have been many changes 
with the building since it was built 
in 1905, and I'm sure there will be 
changes in the future. IIII 

Best wishes to both retir- d 
ing and new owners. 

Toryen Hadfield (le.ft) and Intha Lepkham, Jr., were two of the matry 
patrons 111ho stopped by to wish Bill Holbrook a fond farewe/L 
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TOWN OF ERVING RESIDENTS chicks, each chick hiding a personal 
message under its movable wings. 

bers, retired teachers and staff 
members, family, neighbors and 
friends wishing Chiistine a happy 
retirement. Are you interested/ willing to help the Town hire a 

new Director for our Senior/Community Center? 

Heard spent her last day on the 
job at Swift River tying up details 
and giving last-minute advice to 
Ariel Barilla, who will succeed 
her as secretary. Teachers, staff, 
parents and students stopped in all 
day to wish Christine well and give 
her hugs. 

School staff presented her with 
a handmade quilt, with an overall 
chicken design. 

Volunteers needed to interview/ screen applicants. 
If interested, please call Erving Town Hall@ 422-

Chiistine told the crowd that 
school secreta1y was the best job 
she ever had, and it was a joy to 
come to work each morning to 
work with "sma1t and funny 

2800 x102. Need to call by January 26th 

Erving Board of Selectmen 
In the late afternoon, the cafete-

1-ia was filled with staff, students, 
parents, school committee mem-

people and adorable chil- 1•■..., 
dren." ~ 

Sterling Clark sent in this picture, dated to 1991, of the rehabilitation of the bridge over the Sawmill River at Montague Center. (Look older 
than that? The world was actually already in color in 1991 but we have made the picture black and white so we could put it on this page.) 

As some of the Repo1ter staff was not yet driving, or in town, in 1991, this picture makes us curious as to how traffic was detoured around the 
project. Seems like a pain. Thanks Mr. Clark! 

Have a picture you want people to see? Send it in to features@montaguereporter.org; we love pictures! 

Tuesday, 1/13 

9 a.m. Report of suspicious 
vehicle at French King 
Bridge. Gone on arrival. 
5 p.m. Took witness report 
of motor vehicle accident 
at Mass Highway garage on 
Route 2. No collision: one 
vehicle almost hit another 
and went off the road; 
both continued on without 
stopping. 
Wednesday, 1 / I 4 

'i<:30 a.m. Alarm at French 
King Restaurant secured. 
10:50 p.m. Assisted on scene 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Crashes, Alarms, Reports ... 

of medical emergency on 
East Main Street. 
Thursday, 1 II 5 
7:'1<5 a.m. Assisted Northfield 
PD with securing alarm on 
Alexander Hill Road. 
10: 15 Criminal 

revoked license, license not 
in possession, and a motor 
vehicle lights violation. 
Friday, 11I6 

6:'1<5 p.m. Took report of 
a phone scam on Prospect 
Street. 

Saturday, 1 II "l' 

12:02 a.m. Report of a 
possible breaking & entering 
in progress, Church Street, 
Millers Falls. Assisted 
Montague PD. Report 
unfounded. 
2:30 a.m. Assisted Montague 
PD with disturbance on 
Bridge Street in Millers 
Falls. Peace restored. 
Sunday, 11Is 
11 :38 a.m. Property found at 
Erving Library turned in to 
department. 
11 :'i<0 a.m. Assisted 

Northfield PD with crash 
on Gulf Road. 
2:06 p.m. Crash with 
personal injury on Route 
2. State police took report. 
Assisted on scene. 
3:31 p.m. Assisted Gill PD 
with motor vehicle crash 
with rollover at Pisgah Mt. 
Road. 
'i<:1'5 p.m. Dispatched to 
three-car crash at Route 2 
rest area. Nothing found. 
5:1'5 p.m. Single-car crash 
at Route 2 bypass. Report 
taken. 

Monday, I II 9 

9:'1<3 a.m. Took report of 
motor vehicle crash on 
North Street. 
11 :'1<5 a.m. Report of past 
breaking & entering on 
French King Highway. 
Under investigation. 
1:30 p.m. Took report of 
annoying telephone calls to 
North Street resident. 
Tuesday, 1/zo 
9:'1<5 p.m. Disabled vehicle 
on Route 2 near River Road. 
Stood by for tow. 
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CONTEST from page A 1 

established in 2012, supplanting the 
previous beginning date of March 6 
which had reigned since 2002. 

Because the 2012 contest was 
over before it began, due to the 
non-cooperation of Mother Nature, 
ticket holders got their money back 
and had to be satisfied with living 
to draw another year. The April 19 
end date was detemlined by results 
in 1978, the second year of the con­
test. 

The Ice Off the Lake contest be­
gan du11ng the reign of long-te1m 
and long-retired Postmaster Alfreda 
Casey. Native daughter, the-late 
Joyce Cote, inhe11ted contest man­
agement when she became Post­
master in 1987, and coordinated the 
event until 2008, the year aBer her 
retirement. 

The ice-off torch then passed to 
this w11ter, David James, a Post­
master relief/replacement contract 
worker and sole employee of the 
LPPO. 

Traditionally, as the ice begins 
to disappear from the middle of the 
lake and recedes toward its edges, 
contest judges gather at 5 p.m. daily 
in front of the Raisin Rosen picket 
on the B11dge of Names, a wooden 
walkway which joins the two halves 
of the village. With naked eye, as 
well as aid from a pair of powerful 
bird-watching binoculars, judges 
survey as much of the surface of the 
lake as is visible from that vantage 
point. 

If no ice can be seen, according 
to the mles, no ice exists, and the 
contest is declared done ... no mat­
ter that the judges may have passed 
ice pockets near the shore as they 
wended their way from one end or 
the other of the b11dge to anive at 
the judgment picket, dead center 
above the middle of the sluiceway 
that caffies overflow from the lake 
to a stream winch empties into the 
Sawmill River and thence into the 
Connecticut River. 

According to llistorical records, 
the late Yadon Hicks of Montague 
Avenue is the all-time contest cham­
pion. He drew the winning ticket 
three times, in 1987, 1994, and 
1998. Since Hicks's death in 2002, 
an anonymous Lake Pleasanter has 
annually purchased a ticket in the 
name of "Spi11t of Varion Hicks," 
but no fuither victories for Hicks 
have yet occmTed. 

Another llisto11cal tidbit of inter­
est, perhaps, is that of the 38 previ­
ous winners, only 37 have been hu­
man beings. The 2010 winner was 
the late Goose Levenson, at that 
time a 13-year-old Dandie Dinmont 
teffier owned by Marge Levenson 
of Turner Street. 

According to the village grape­
vine, in the aftermath of Goose's 
vict01y, his winning wad of George 
Washingtons got converted into a 
ve1y large mom1d of dog biscuits 
and bones. 

Judges this year include me, Pat­
rick Otto, Sr., and Lahri Bond, LPVA 
president, who will declare a u 2015 contest winner at a date 
yet to be dete1mined. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

WANTED: 

Kawasaki 
3- and 4-Cylinder Motorcycles 

1969 TO 1976 
In Any Condition 

Call Joe 
(978) -160-50'-12 
(508) 481-3397 

Hampshire ~io.g Services 
~~ est.ablished 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
1Icari11g and Hearing Aid Technology Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended wilh Care & 

Patience To Optimize Social Interaction 

As anAudiology practice. 
it's who we arc and wbat we do 

241 King Street, Suhc l 19 I Par Pourri Pl=l Northamptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

SINCE 1888 

159 Avenue A 

Auto Discounts 

Now Available 

Including: 
AARP&AAA 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413)863-4373 
www.ahrist.com 

0iifflMsllffflliGf1
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UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ f lll\ifl Of ~-... \ 
Easy in-lO\\n location ,~r:1.st . 
Secure 14-hour access ,a,tts "' 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fll 
ConLr.ictors, f"lea Marketers, Trod~show Venows 

and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

f Ul11<*SI-IUl1 
fUN Glfl~ UPtil2L~T€-RY 

CU~Tl2M ~€WING 
Christa Snyder - Creator 

38 3rd Street Turners Falls 
etsy.com/shop/funkshunbychristalee 

funkshun2@venzon.net 863-0003 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Communications Upgrades Proposed: 
''Reverse 911'' and More Internet 

Live or Work 
in Montague? 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The Wendell selectboard had 
their first regularly scheduled 
meeting of 2015 on Januaiy 14, a 
cold evening with an overcast sky. 
Lights in the room gave the meet­
ing a bit of cheer and more cheer 
came from the cranbeny orange 
bread that town coordinator Nan­
cy Aldrich had baked and brought 
in. Only a small piece was left by 
meeting's end. 

A long list of agenda items await­
ed the selectboard, but they persist­
ed and considered each item on that 
agenda and ended their meeting by 
9:00. Outside the air was still cold. 

Reverse 911 
Fire Chief Joe Cuneo was not 

scheduled to meet the board, but 
he came in. He and fire captain Asa 
de Roode requested that the board 
consider funding a reverse 911 sys­
tem in town. 

That system would allow some­
one to make a telephone call to ev­
eryone in town with only one call. 

It would be useful to tell the 
town's people about any emergen­
cy that inight affect a broad group, 
to let people know if and where 
fresh water or a wanning center is 
available, what roads are open or 
blocked, and, when electric service 
has been intenupted, and a projec­
tion of when it is likely to be re­
stored. 

The list of telephone numbers 
would come from the Verizon land 
line directoiy, but a person could 
sign up with a cell phone nmnber, 
or could choose to be taken off the 
list. Shutesbmy and New Salem 
both have reverse 911, and Aldrich 
said it costs New Salem $1,100 or 
$1,200 a year. 

The price is based on the number 
of subscribers, and so Wendell's 
cost would likely be lower. 

Board members liked the idea, 
and selectboard member Dan 
Keller suggested bringing the idea 
to the finance committee for their 
consideration, and that it should be 
an aiticle on the annual warrant. 

More Flag Talk 
Betsy Ames met the board next 

as they considered the design for 
the town flag. She continued to 
press for including the words "Al­
gonquian People" on the flag, as 
she did in December. 

Board members said they were 
more inclined to keep the design 
simple: to remove words, not add 
them, and even to replace the mul­
ticolor radiating background with 
a single color, keeping the color­
ful inside circle with its smrnund­
ing circle of diverse people holding 
hands but replacing the radiating 

colors outside that with a single 
color background. 

Ames said that without the add­
ed words, the flag would reflect the 
excesses of the European takeover 
of North America. 

But selectboard member Jeof­
frey Pooser said that to single out 
the Algonquian people would ne­
glect the other groups that have 
lived in, passed through, or used 
the area and that some of the art on 
the flag speaks to a variety of peo­
ple. He contrasted a minimalist ap­
proach that suggests the reality and 
the history of many people, versus 
the literal adding of a specific peo­
ple by name. He said, "What about 
the Italians?" 

He also said that he would like 
to see the flag with different single 
color-backgrounds before he voted 
for any one color, and Aldrich an­
swered that would be easy to ar­
range with a pair of scissors to cut 
out the center and pieces of colored 
paper to show the choice of back­
grounds. She said the aitist, Donna 
Hom, was willing to accept chang­
es to her design. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
said that on a flag, words are the 
hardest thing to make look good. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said that currently what we 
are is the town of Wendell. 

Pooser suggested that Ames 
could talk with the aitist directly 
by getting a cup of coffee at the 
Wendell Country Store when Hom 
was working and just having a con­
versation. Heard thanked Ames for 
coming in. 

February 14 Concert 
Marianne Sundell reserved the 

town hall from 8 to II p.m. on the 
evening of Febrnaiy 14 for a con­
ceit benefitting the meetinghouse. 
Crazy Diamond, Shelly Hines and 
Ray Grigonis, will perfom1, and 
there will be a bake sale silnilar to 
those that take place during the Full 
Moon Coffeehouse. 

Sundell cautioned against serv­
ing a full meal at a benefit, and fol­
lowing the meal with dancing, and 
said that the benefit medieval din­
ner held in December was not as 
well attended as she had hoped, but 
that should be expected in the holi­
day preparation month. 

Because the evening will ben­
efit a town group the selectboard 
waived the n01mal fee. 

School Board 
Dick Baldwin came in briefly 

and brought Jack Radner as a nolni­
nee to replace Sai·ah Chase on the 
school board. The selectboard ap­
pointed Radner in shoit order for a 
teim that will last until the spring 
election when he will have to rnn 

for re-election ifhe wants to stay on 
the boai·d. 

His nomination gives the school 
boai·d its full complement. 

Chapter 90 Funding 
A letter from Governor Charlie 

Baker said that Wendell's Chapter 
90 highway money will increase 
from $190,397 to $285,596. 

Baker said he would increase 
Chapter 90 aid "before he took off 
his jacket" in his office as gover­
nor. 

Two More Letters 
A letter from W.D. Cowls told 

the town not to use Cowls' land for 
trails within the town. 

Board members agreed to sign a 
letter in suppoit of funding for the 
substance abuse prevention collab­
orative. 

"Mini-Auction" Anyone? 
Treasurer Carolyn Manley came 

in asking about the advisablilty of 
having a "Inini-auction" of two 
town propeities that have attracted 
some interest. 

One is a lot south of the countiy 
store that has a condemned build­
ing on it and is below the stai1dard 
lot size. Mai1ley said she thought it 
unlikely that the lot can be grand­
fathered as a house lot, because 
the building has been vacant long 
enough to have a tree growing 
through it, and the lot has no septic 
system or well. 

The other property is the foimer 
Stowell house and land on Locke 
Hill Road. Its lot is 0.998 acres 
and the building is far enough from 
complying with codes that disman­
tling is probably the best option for 
it. She said abutters ai·e not inter­
ested, and Heard said that it should 
be cleai· at the auction that it is not 
habitable as it is. 

Dogfight Mediation 
Board members also approved a 

request to use the town mediation 
account to help resolve the difficul­
ties that still are present following a 
September 26 dog fight that injured 
one resident, and was the subject of 
a selectboai·d hearing and afteimath 
that extended through several meet­
ings. 

Keller said that the Orange me­
diation group has rates as good as 
you can get, and difficulties are 
usually resolved in two or three 
sessions at $140 a session. The me­
diation account is funded at the an­
imal town meetings and is not used 
eveiy year. 

In approving this use, Keller said 
this issue has risen to a town level. 

Library Internet 
Librarian Rosie Heidkamp asked 

The Tobacco Free Community Partnership 
for Hampshire and Franklin Counties is trying 
to gauge the level of support for the Montague 
Board of Health as they are considering raising 
the minimum age to purchase tobacco products. 

wwww.surveymonkey.com/s/DTL8TFP 
This survey should take less than 1 minute. 

to double the town's Access Plus 
internet connection which would 
raise the cost from $150 a month to 
$250 a month. Heidkamp said that 
there are times that libraiy use of 
the internet stretches the connec­
tion. 

The boai·d approved that request, 
and Pooser said that some homes 
that can receive the signal from the 
police station ai1tenna may be get­
ting home internet service from the 
town's fiber optic connection. Ac­
cess Plus can tell from their end 
when use here is high and that is 
pait of a larger discussion of how 
much free service the town should 
provide. 

Letter from Coh'ain 
A letter from the town of Colrain 

suggested that since the cost of last­
mile internet connection is so high 
that the state should pay for it. 

Boai·d members did not argue 
with that concept but had little faith 
that it would happen. 

Electricity & Heat 
National Grid sent letters asking 

the Wendell and New Salem select­
boards for an easement that will al­
low them access to the Swift River 
School property to maintain and 
repair the underground wires that 
supply the school with electricity. 

While the work is going on, 
electi·icity will be supplied by an 
above-ground wire that will need 
a pole, and the new setup will in­
clude a conduit so that repairs cai1 
be made with less disrnption. Both 
selectboards have to sign, and nota­
rize, their approval. 

The energy committee sent the 
selectboard a letter asking for ap­
proval to upgrade the town hall 
heating system. Heard said she 
spoke with energy comlnittee chair 
Nan Riebschlaeger. 

The town will wait for facilities 
manager Jim Slavas to give an esti­
mate for the overhaul, and then will 
subinit a grant application. 

Gas Pipeline 
Aldrich said she had a list of the 

times and locations of Kinder Mor­
gan presentations about their pro­
posed pipeline. Keller said he wit­
nessed one and it was "veiy slick." 

Enter the FinCom 
The finai1ce c01mnittee, Doug 

Tanner, Ray DiDonato, ai1d Gai1·ett 
Sawyer, came in and selectboai·d 
members told them about the issues 
that would cost the town money that 
they had discussed earlier, i.e. the 
proposal to double the town's inter­
net capability, and reverse 911. 

Keller mentioned that Slavas as 
facilities manager earns less than $5 
an hour for his effoits. He suggest­
ed the stipend be raised to $3,000 a 
year, ai1d Aldrich said that at least 
some of that could come from her 
pay as financial director. She said 
in the beginning the job of finance 
director took more time than it does 
now, and her hours could be re­
duced. 

Last-Mile Internet 
Wired West will prioritize towns 

for beginning constrnction on the 
last mile of internet connection at 
least paitly by the amount of inter­
est the towns' people demonstrated. 
Constrnction will be expensive 
because of western Massachusetts 
geography, ai1d Tanner said 65% of 
households subscribing is the pro­
jected break-even point for build­
ing ai1d financing the system. 

Philadelphia provides internet 
service to eveiy home as a public 
utility on the basis that it is a part of 
contemporaiy education, and Wen­
dell could make the saine claim. 

Houses and apartments here are 
less attractive because they lack 
internet service. Having real inter­
net access in town would increase 
propeity value and decrease the tax 
rate (but not the tax bill). 

He suggested that each house­
hold that signs up for the last mile 
could put in $49, or the annual town 
meeting could authorize the equiv­
alent into an escrow fund so that 
Wendell could move toward the 
front of the list for constrnction. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Bluwn Ct>llulose Insulation• Airse-aling • t::nergy Audi ls 

Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Home Repairs • Sprc'I)' Foam lnsuJalion 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
346 Conwdy St., Greenfield 

liryf11tl1obbsre11wdeli11g@g111nil.cm11 

SKIS • BOARDS • SNOWSHOES 
We have it all! 

IS 
·•11lilllitN 

SKI TUNE-UP 
We offer the most 

advanced tune-ups 
available 

322 High Street Greenfield 772-2700 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban 

RON SICARD 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box 729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

I~ 
CHEIIRDLET 

Tahoe ~uinox Traverse Vans 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax (413) 774-5746 

Pipion~TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 1 
101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j, 
\VendelL MA 

1 
!f,.,.,-

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties ', •.• ,._l~ ,._.~ 
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This Saturday, January 24, from 10 a.m. to noon, the Montague Center Fire 
Department will host an open house at their 128 Old Sunderland Road firehouse. 

The star of the day will be the brand-new Engine #1 
replacement, pictured here with Chief John Greene. 

Memorabilia and photographs will be on display, and refreshments will be served. 
Kids can enter a free drawing to win a fire truck, much smaller than the one pictured. 

For more information, call the department at (413) 367-2757! 

St. John's of Millers Falls 

CHURCH 
renew 

celebrate 
inspire 

BECOMES 
contemporary+ community 

ARTWORK 

Join us on KICKSTARTER: 

J 

JANUARY 22, 2015 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
TO THIS 
GUY TODAY 

; 

Millers Falls 
Arts Bridge 

www.millersfallsartsbridge.org 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Ir. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

' ■ ; ■ -. ■:;,. ■ : .· 
The Yi11 TaveRn 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
·■, ■' ■· ■·'. 

'I •• l I • 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J. Roolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

300 Avenue A 
fomers Falls. MA 01376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.,lrkoolkin.com 

N-MASSAMONT 
ALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Offi 
(413) 665-3772 fax 

e 
il--l--
eac1, Oltico Ir lnd<poqd,nlly 

OWlfd .... 0,,0,.led. 

(-+13) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cbumr.com E-mail 

-l ElmSt,1e~t, Sc,ut!L Dce1f1dd. MA013715 

COME IN FROM THE 
COLD, HAVE A CUP OF JOE! 

FREE COFFEE AND 
TEA ALL JANUARY 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 

MON. • SAT.: 7 AM. TO 5 P.M. 

SUNDAYS 10 AM. TO 3 P.M. 

"COME SEE WHAT'S 
COOKING!" 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appoimmem 

LAWN CARE 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Accepting New Plow Customers 
Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

522-2563 
www.T urn Lawn Care.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

Serving Home Grown 
Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

BRATTLEBORO LAURA CHAPDEIAINE 
Saks & Leasing Cotlsultanl 

11411'.t•y lld • lnrltl,IH,o, YT 0S30 I 

CEu(413) 522-0906 
FAX (802) 257-4363 

D.ESK (802) 246-3162 

SOLHR STO 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or ~oreofgreenfield.oom 

---· -1' Family Owned & Operated 
. ,·· ' Serving Titmers Falls area for 40 Years 

~; Dave Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
INNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 
WWll'Lturnersfallsplzza.com 

119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Marylou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR, SRES 

COHN&~ 
COMPANY 

KEAL t:STA1'EAGEl'ICY 

11 7 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield MA 01302-0638 

Direct: 413-223· 1362 
Cell. 413-772-9279 
Fax: 413-773-1143 

marylou@cohnandcompany.com 
www.cohnandcompany.com 

Seredt! Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

Jill Bromberg 
Montague, MA 

serenityhomeorganizing.com 

413.367. 9959 

(OMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I Integrity I expertise 

·~ 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

www.pvsquared.coop PioneerValeyPholo\tilaics 
• •o~k•r-r,wn•d ,;oop••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 
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A NEW GENERATION OF 
ART ON THIRD STREET 

Working on the Common Hall 
By LEE WICKS 

MONTAGUE - The good news 
first: the cupola on the Montague 
Common Hall has been repaired, 
and roof leaks are no longer threat­
ening the archives of the Historical 
Society. Hours of labor, both volun­
teered and paid, have resulted in a 
new entiyway floor, new doors to 
the main hall, and a fresh coat of 
paint in the coat room over the now 
repaired walls. 

A ''visioning" session has been 
scheduled for Sunday, January 25 at 
10:30 am. at the Hall. The session 
hopes to encourage people to share 
their hopes and ideas for the future 
of this lovely historic building grac­
ing the village common. It is tiuly a 
"common space," and is no longer 
associated with the Grange. It's an 
ideal spot for a wedding, frunily re­
union, biithday pruty and more. 

BY JOE KWIECINSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - Meet 
Max Annen. He's an intense, mod­
est young rutist whose family and 
he own the building which is the 
site of his bustling Third Street Stu­
dios. 

dios. dios has become a hub of creativity 
downtown." 

Clmently, Almen is in charge of 
a cooperative work space where he 
labors along with tluee other rutists 
who rent space from him at tl1e stu-

"What Max is really doing," said 
Turners Falls RiverCulture director 
Suzanne LoMru1to, "is re-inventing 
his family's building, responding 
to the demand in Turners Falls for 
work and exhibition space. Over 
the last yeru·, he has expanded the 
number of studio spaces, hosted rut 
shows and musical perfo1mances, 
and attracted other people to work 
in tl1e building. Third Street Stu-

Readers of the Montague Re­
porter will soon have an opportu­
nity to view srunples of Almen's 
work. A series of Max's drawings, 
using childhood illustrations as sub­
ject matter for new material, will 
apperu· on these pages. In addition, 
the 24-year-old a1tist will explain 
his process. 

'Tm constru1tly working on 
several fronts," said Almen as he 
talked about his different duties. 
"My work as a professional rutist, 
my relationship to the community 
and other rutists working in the area 
- as well as local businesses ru1d the 
town itself - all connect with one 
another." 

The downstairs kitchen has 
also been scmbbed and will soon 
be painted with a mold-inhibit­
ing paint. The Montague Common 
Hall is more welcoming than ever, 
poised for any number of commu­
nity activities. 

More is the operative word at 
the moment. Annual fundraising, 
plus rentals from contra dances, 
yoga classes, the annual Mutton 
and Mead rehearsals, the Historic 
Society and an occasional wedding 
rental do not cover ongoing expens­
es, not to mention major repairs. 

see HALL page 84 

And Almen has a special objec­
tive with his own gallery. "The 
goal of the galle1y at Third Street 
Studios," he said, "is to one day be 
open to the public, so people can 
view art on business days. It would 
be an ru·ea where local artists would 
have the opportunity to display their 
work in a formal galle1y setting. 

"I would also like to bring in in­
ternational a1tists at some time. As 
our community of ruts grows, Turn­
ers Falls is on track to be a major 
center for the a1ts. The facilities 
that I'm in a position to set up will 
play a supp01tive role in this devel­
opment." 

In the past, Max has sponsored 
several art openings in conjunc­
tion with RiverCulture's a1t walks 
downtown on the third Thursday of 
the month. 

'Tm taking eve1ything one step 
at a time," said the detail-oriented 

Max Armen, 1vith some of his paintings. 
see ARMEN page 84 The Monfa!Jie Common Hall used to be the Grange. 

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

By LESLIE BROWN 

GEORGETOWN, FL- We ru·e writing on 
the picnic table of our cottage at Georgetown 
Mru·ina on the Saint John River where it opens 
up widely as Lake George. The resident Great 
Blue Heron snides delicately but purposefully 
near the fishing boats, ready for her daily hand­
outs. It is a wrum and sunny 65 degrees. 

After three winter getaways in Mexico, we 
chose to stay stateside and to explore northern 
Flo11da. We ru·e d11ving, as well, so we can 
explore when we arrive. We were intending 
to leave on Monday, allowing plenty of travel 
time before our rese1vation beginning on Jan­
ua1y 15th, but the forecast for snow, sleet and 
freezing rain upped our strut to Tuesday. 

Day One: Leaving Greenfield at 8 a.m. we 
take Route 91 to the Pike and pick up the Ta­
conic Pru·kway. It is, indeed, a park-like ti-ip 
mnning north and south in eastern New York 
State. We pick up Route 84 and then 81 which 
takes us through Pellllsylvania. Not so scenic 
as the Taconic, but faster. Five hundred miles 
from home, we find a motel in Mrutinsburg, 
West Virginia at 6:30 pm. It's been a long 

Ravine Gardens State Park in Palatka, Florida 

day, and we ru·e glad to stop. 
After a b11ght and b11lliant day, we wake to 

sullen skies, and leave West Virgmia in light 
snow and freezing rain. Happily, the road 
stays clear and when we reach Virgmia, the 
temperature has risen to 40 degrees. 

My recollection ofVirginia is huge ranches 
of beef cattle, churches (mostly Baptist) and 
flea mru·kets. We descend Virginia in a valley 
edged by the Blue Ridge mountains, which 
are veiled in snow, pass a long and foggy road 
and enter North Carolina to cheers from both 
the driver and the passenger. 

We ease around Charlotte and drive over 
the state line into South Carolina (more 
cheers). Route 77 takes us to Columbia where 
we pick up 26. Almost another 500-mile day, 
and we stop in Orangeburg for the night. The 
temperatures are holding in the low fo1ties al­
though it is still steely grey in the sky. 

Day Three: We are on the road at 7:30 and 
soon are leaving Route 26 for Interstate 95. 
We have been a long 1031 miles. 

At 10: 15 we cross the Georgia line. It is 44 
degrees as we drive through flatlands edged 
by swrunpy areas of loblolly and slash pine 
and palms, eucalyptus and yucca. The Sweet 
Gum trees have burst their bulging buds into 
red leaves! 

We pass mru1y ru·eas where the slash pine 
has been clear cut. It is a relatively fast growing 

see GARDENER page 84 

TURNERS TAKES OUT PIONEER, 
MOVES TO FIRST 
By MATT ROBINSON 

NORTHFIELD - On Janua1y 13th, the 
Turners Falls Boys Basketball terun defeated 
the Pioneer Panthers 86 to 79. The win im­
proved the Indians' record to 7 and 2 and 
moved them into a statistical tie for first place 
in the Hampshire League. 

Teams win for va11ous reasons: Talent, size, 
spirit, coaching, teamwork and the luck of the 
drop. But in this game, I think the reason that 
the Tribe prevailed is sheer determination. 

The score was close the entire game. Af­
ter one qua1ter, the Panthers led by 2. At half 
time, Turners edged ahead by 3. And after 
three, the grune was knotted at 56 and then 
came the fomth qua1ter. In the final quaiter of 
the game, even though Pioneer chalked up 23 
points, Blue put up an incredible 30. 

You do the math. 30 points a qua1ter equals 
120 at the end of the game. And in a tie grune, 
with eve1ything else being equal, Turners 
Falls was dete1mined to win. 

"We made a few BIG plays in cmnch 
time!" Coach Ga1y Mullins explained after 
the game. "A huge rebound by Jalen (Sand­
ers) and a great steal by Liam (Ellis). Tiolllle 
(Brown) nailed a big 3 and then relied on Yor­
kie (Nick York) to make foul shots." 

Liam had the hot hand in Tuesday's grune. 
He scored a career high 31 points and sunk 
four from 3-point ten1to1y. But Liam didn't 
win the game by himself. Nick York put up 
19, Tyler Charbolllleau scored 13, Jalen Sand­
ers sank 11 and Tiolllle Brown also hit double 
figures with 10. And Eulalio Veras added 2 
points. 

But Coach Mullins wasn't satisfied - not 
completely. Although Turners was able to 
put up an incredible 86 points, Pioneer was 
able to sink 79. "Yes, we need to get back in 
the gym tomoITow and work on defending," 
he said. "We shot ve1y well tonight, and we 

also finally shot better from the line. [But] we 
need to defend." 

Turners Outlasts Maha1; 52-47 
At the midseason mark of the 2014/15 sea­

son, the Turners Falls boys' basketball team 
sits in the catbird seat. They have won 8 of 
their first 10 games, and with 9 games left, 
they look to solidify their postseason position 
by continuing to play sti·ong in the back half 
of the regular season. 

On Friday January 16, Turners Falls over­
came an early deficit by defeating the Mahru· 

see BASKETBALL page 86 

Liam Ellis gets some air as Pedro i\1.attos defends. 
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Pet of the 

Week 
Some cats are House Spirits -

ve1y shy with people. They live in 
your home, but are rarely seen -­
visitors will never see them. They 
are cats who live with you, and who 
do important work on their own. 

These special cats are excellent 
companions for other cats. Over 
time, they will most likely accept 
one or two people who will be al-

Tux1E 

lowed audience with them. 
They may choose to hang out 

near you, or sleep on the bed with 
you at night. 

They are a great choice for pa­
tient, kind people with a quiet 
household, who want to make a dif­
ference for an individual cat - one 
that few people have the patience to 
help. They are a fine choice for situ­
ations where you don't have a lot 
of time to devote to a pet -- most 
of these kitties do not need or want 
much attention from people. 

Although magical, they 
won't magically tum into nor­
mal acting cats. Some will 
change more than others, but be 
prepared for what you see now. 
They won't like busy homes or 
homes with children. 

If you are interested in meet­
ing our House Spirits, an Adop­
tion Counselor will be happy to 
assist you! 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane Society at 

(413) 548-9898 or at info@ 
dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
January 26 to 30 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of­
fice of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y do­
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday 1/26 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday: 1/27 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
12 p.m. Lunch 
Wednesday 1/28 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday: 1/29 
9 a m. Tai Chi 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday: 1/30 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoining programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon­
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 pm. for activities and con­
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res­
ervations required 24 hours in ad­
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re­
becca Meuse at 423-3308 for meal 
information and reservations. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transpo1tation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confinn activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 

Monday 1/26 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Tuesday 1/27 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Zumba Toning 
Wednesday 1/28 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 1/29 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Muscles 
Noon Cards 
Friday 1/30 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes­
day for a reservation. 
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Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse 

COMBUSTIBLE DANCE PARTY 
with rising stars LUX DELUXE 

Februa1y marks the 30th anni­
versa1y of the one and only Wen­
dell Full Moon Coffeehouse, the 
longest nmning nonprofit venue 
in New England, where eve1y 
show is for the benefit of local 
environmental and service orga­
nizations. 

What better way to celebrate 
than with rising stars Lux De­
luxe who bring a new zest to 
classic Rock N Roll! Catch 'em 
while you can! 

The Springfield Republican 
calls Lux Deluxe "a near-perfect 
sound for just about anyone with 
ears." Fun for a good cause. 

Proceeds will help Unity 
Skate Park build a safe, fun, and 
permanent concrete skatepark in 
Turners Falls. 

The Wendell Full Moon Cof-

feehouse is located in Old Town 
Hall in the center of Wendell, of­
fering a lively night out for mu­
sic, fun and dance, always in sup­
port of a good cause. 

Come experience the Valley's 
only Dessert-O-Rama in an af-

fordable, family-friendly venue. 
Open Mic begins at 7:30. For 

Open Mic sign-up, directions and 
fu1ther info1mation please visit 
our website at www. wendellfull­
moon. org, or call (978)544-
5557 . 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 7:30 p.m. 
$7 to $15 (to benefit Unity Skate Park Turners Falls) 
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Q. Should I be worried about 
bird.flu? 

The risk from bird flu is low for 
most people, because the viruses do 
not usually infect humans. 

Animal diseases that can be 
transmitted to humans are known as 
"zoonoses." Seniors are among the 
most vulnerable to zoonoses. You 
can get one of these diseases from a 
household pet. 

Speaking of birds... Psittacosis 
is a common bird disease known as 
"pa11'0t fever." It occurs frequently 
in birds such as parakeets and cock­
atiels. Bacteria in bird droppings 
and nasal discharges can be inhaled. 
Psittacosis can develop into pneu­
monia and other health problems. 

To help prevent transmission 
of psittacosis, don't let birds fly 
around the house. Wash your hands 
after contact with birds. Wear a dust 
mask and gloves when cleaning a 
bird cage. Antibacterial diugs are 
used to treat the disease in birds and 
people. 

Cats can cany a parasite that 
causes the disease toxoplasmo­
sis. You can get it from cat feces. 
Wearing gloves while gardening or 
changing a cat's litter box is impor-

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Why Worry? 
tant. Washing your hands afte1ward 
is advised. 

Few people who cany the toxo­
plasma parasite become ill. Those 
who get sick may suffer from swol­
len glands and muscle aches. An­
timicrobial drugs are available to 
treat infected people. 

W01ms can infect dogs, cats, and 
humans. Worms live in the intes­
tines of animals and are expelled 
in the stool. Yards and homes can 
become contaminated from wo1m 
eggs that are passed in animal feces 
and hatch in the soil. 

Just one roundworm la1va has 
been known to damage the retina of 
the eye and cause blindness. Hook­
wo1m larvae can cause painful in­
flanunation where they crawl just 
below the skin's smface. Drugs are 
available to destroy wo1ms that in­
fect dogs, cats and people. 

People usually get salmonellosis 
by eating containinated food. But 
it can also be transinitted to people 
through pets, paiticularly reptiles, 
baby chicks, and ducklings, which 
commonly pass the Salmonella bac­
terium in their feces. 

People have to be especially 
cai·eful around reptiles. You should 
not let them roam freely through 
the house. Always wash your hands 
with hot, soapy water after handling 
reptiles or anything they contact. 

Most persons infected with Sal­
monella develop diaIThea, fever, 
and abdominal cramps. Most vic­
tims recover without treatment. The 
elderly are more likely to have more 
severe symptoms. 

Ringworm, a skin and scalp dis-

ease, is caused by fungi. People get 
it by touching an infected animal. 
Ringwo1m can infect cats, dogs, 
horses and other animals. In hu­
mans, ringwo1m may produce ring­
shaped, reddish, itchy rash. Topical 
and oral medications may be used to 
treat ringworm. 

Cat-Scratch Disease (CSD) may 
cause fever, fatigue, headache and 
swollen lymph glands. Most people 
get better on their own in about three 
weeks. Most cat scratches don't de­
velop into CSD. If you are bitten or 
scratched, wash the ai·ea immedi­
ately with soap and water. 

Rabies, a deadly viral disease, 
is transinitted through the saliva of 
a rabid animal, usually by a bite. 
Domestic animals account for less 
than 10 percent of the repo1ted ani­
mal rabies cases. If you are bitten, 
immediately wash the wound with 
soap and water, let the wom1d bleed, 
and get medical help at once. 

Mycobacterium is one of the 
main infectious germ families asso­
ciated with fish and aquai·imn water. 
A common route of this infection in 
humans is through cuts or scrapes 
on hands or feet. People should 
wear rubber gloves when cleaning 
the fish tank and wash their hands 
well afte1wards. 

If I haven't mentioned this be­
fore, wash your hands often when 
you are around animals. 

Jf you would like to ask a 
question, write to fred@healthygee­
zer.com. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Tumcri; l't11ls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

BU( SELL & TRADE 

~~I 
Arts, Collectibles and 

the Unexpected 

•tJIUI PICKLES I 
Naturally Fermented &Raw 

Available at 
Upinngil, and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

mww -

Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 
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At the last possible moment, I'd gotten up the nerve to ask Iona out. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

It was a question, and she seemed 
affronted by it, and she took off for 
the other end of the bar like a sil­
ver ball up the shoot of a poorly lit 
pinball machine, leaving me with 
only her hmt words, trailing in the 
air where she had been standing a 
moment earlier. She said, "I don't 
know." 

"That could have gone worse," I 
thought. 

I decided to stay and finish my 
beer before I went out to find a sewer 
grate. 

She said, "I don't know." 
You could take that several ways. 
At least she hadn't started laugh-

ing. 
At least she hadn't said, "Are you 

joking?" 
But her tone had hardly been en­

couraging. 
Still, it was only a minute later 

that Iona retm11ed, dete1mined to be 
kind, at least, for old time's sake, or 
actually curious about what I could 
be thinking. How many times did 
she have to give me the hint before 
I took it? 

Iona looked hard at me. Neither 
one of us said anything for maybe 
five seconds. Her look was not hos­
tile. More baffled than anything. 

I asked about her new job, harm­
less small talk, I thought, about hors­
es and how to exercise them when 
the weather turned this cold. 

Did she like the people she 
worked with at the riding stables, I 
wondered. "Are they good to work 
with?" 

"Yes," she said, and then added, 
"I'd rather just work with horses." 

This was problematic and called 
for some witty response but I was 
unable to come up with one just 
then. 

I took another sip, and Iona turned 
away. 

She put her nose in the crook of 
her aim and inhaled in a preparat01y 
stutter of breath. 

Like a fool, I grabbed her other 
hand, which she had left lying on the 
bar in front of me. 

"Don't sneeze," I implored her. 
She obeyed, in a stifled burst of 

exasperation. 
Then, in a dramatic voice, as if 

her next move would be to place the 
back of her hand against her fore­
head, she said, "I really wanted to 
sneeze." 

Next day, stumbling down the 
Avenue in the malarial haze of a full 
winter hangover, I passed the Mol­
dovan church that was the spiritual 
home for the many families from that 
distant land who had recently moved 
to join us here in Mt. Parnassus. 

I saw three girls skating toward 

me on roller skis - Aglaia, Eugenie, 
and Thalia - lovely in their lycra 
leggings. As they went skating by, 
the wind that followed bore a sweet 
scent of wheat fields and autumn 
rain. They veered off into the empty 
parking lot of the abandoned Iris 
Paint store, with its rainbow colored 
window displays gathering dust, cut­
ting pretty figures in the halite c1ys­
tals scattered on the icy blacktop. 

I felt around in my pockets, tiying 
to remember what it was I'd wanted 
at the market. I decided I would stop 
by the library for a minute first, to 
see Melantha. 

"Just for a minute," I told myself. 
"Then I'll go shopping." 

Outside, on the darkened side­
walk, Creon was waiting for a lift. 
He was a fiercely self-sufficient man, 
who had marked his habitual pas­
sage around the uneven sidewalks of 
downtown with fingerholds gouged 
in the bare metal of cast iron lamp­
posts and even on the roughened 
brick comers of alleyways and the 
battered facades of the old commer­
cial buildings. But the steep stairs up 
to the cracked landing of the libraiy 
defeated him. 

As he waited in the freezing cold, 
I saw Hell' Klee and Jack Coughlin 
come hm1ying out of the building 
to offer him a hand. I hml'ied up to 
join them and together we lifted him, 
wheelchair ai1d all, up the ti·eacher­
ous icy steps, one by one. Klee be­
gan to get impatient with our prog­
ress, ai1d when we got to the landing, 
the awkwai·dness of our triumvirate 
in negotiating the double doors be­
came apparent. 

"Just hold the doors!" bai·ked 
Klee. "I'll caizy him myself." 

"There will be no rewai·d for your 
labor," remai·ked Creon. 

"There never is. For any of us," 
said Jack taking one door, as I held 
the other. 

"Out ofmy way," said Klee. With 
hydraulic force, he lifted Creon in 
his chair and brougl1t him quickly 
into the lobby, where he set him 
nicely down before the desk. 

"The title you requested has 
come in," said Melai1tha, tm11ing to 
the cait behind her. She picked out a 
lai·ge volume bom1d in tattered green 
leather. "The complete works of 
Aristophanes, a very rai·e volmne." 

"I've been tiying to decide 
whether to hang myself, take poi­
son, or push myself off a cliff. This 
should help," said Creon with a 
bleak smile. 

"Spring's coming," said Melan­
tha. She turned back to her filing. 

Creon rolled into the reading 
room, where the others had resmned 
their seats. 

Continued next week 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Ice Formed, Peace Restored, Threats Made 
Monday, 1/12 

10: 19 a.m. Officer reports 
additional graffiti on the 
side of a building on Third 
Street. Will follow up with 
DPW. 
10:53 a.m. Officer reports 
vehicle parked on Avenue 
A with the stereo blasting 
music; could hear a lot of 
profanity. Vehicle moved 
along. 
1 :02 p.m. Report of sub­

ject stomping on ice below 
the dam, possibly trying to 
make holes for ice fishing. 
TFFD advised subject to 
get off the ice. 
3:08 p.m. Suspicious ve­
hicle reported on J Street. 
Operator was checking on 
the wellbeing of an animal 
that is believed to be un­
derneath the dock behind 
the Salvation Army. 
3:25 p.m. Caller reports 
that he was followed into 
the Food City parking lot 
and yelled at by the opera­
tor of another vehicle. Info 
given to patrol officers, 
who will be on lookout. 
1':52 p.m. Party into station 
to report that he was as­
saulted by a person knO\vn 
to him two days ago. Ad­
vised of options. 
Tuesday, 1/13 

6:50 a.m. Report that a bot­
tle of Tropical Fruit Ar­
bor Mist was stolen from 
F.L. Roberts by a habitual 
shoplifter. Caller followed 
party out of store and was 
able to retrieve the stolen 
item. Officer followed up 
,vith suspect, who denied 
the incident. Summons is­
sued. 
10:27 a.m. 911 call re­
porting unwanted per­
son acting belligerently 
in an office on Montague 
City Road. Subject moved 
along. Peace restored. 
2: 15 p.m. Caller reports 
that 5-8 minutes ago, a 
white minivan struck 2-3 

vehicles in the Food City 
parking lot then left the 
scene. Officer spoke with 
registered owner of ve­
hicle and advised him of 
the call. No damage to 
suspect's vehicle. Investi­
gated. 
2: 19 p.m. Caller reports 
that a vehicle "smashed 
through the gate" and 
struck several guardrails 
on Migratory Way. Plate 
comes back to a couple out 
of Bellows Falls, VT. Bel­
lows Falls PD provided 
additional information. 
Vehicle owner eventually 
contacted MPD. Report 
taken; citation issued. 
1': 17 p.m. Disturbance/ 
landlord-tenant dispute on 
Montague City Road. In­
vestigated. 
5:31 p.m. Caller reports 
feeling threatened by com­
ments made to her by her 
boyfriend about her driv­
er's license photo. Advised 
of options. 
Wednesday, 1/14 

12:02 p.m. Drug/narcotics 
violation at Turners Falls 
High School. Services ren­
dered. 
2:07 p.m. Complaint that 
area of Avenue A is very 

icy. DPW notified. 
1':1'5 p.m. Caller reports 
that he can see two youths 
on the ice near the town 
hall/fish ladder area and 
they are pulling what ap­
pears to be skate ramps 
onto the ice. This was 
found to be adults that 
were on the river bank fill­
ing plastic containers with 
water. Subjects warned of 
danger due to the ice and 
dam so close by. 
6:29 p.m. Caller reports 
dog struck by car on Cen­
tral Street. Could not lo­
cate owner but did locate 
a friend of the owner who 
agreed to take responsi­
bility for the dog. Officer 
transported dog to emer­
gency vet, where it was 
found to have a broken back 
and had to be euthanized. 
Animal control officer lo­
cated dog's owner and left 
note at the residence. 
Thm·sday, 1/15 

10:28 a.m. Request for offi­
cer to assist with a student 
who is "refusing to com­
ply" at Franklin County 
Technical School. Officer 
was able to help mediate 
situation. 
11:23 p.m. Caller from Av­
enue A reported excessive 
noise and possible child 
abuse/neglect in the apart­
ment upstairs from her. 
Advised of options. 
1:21 p.m. Caller reports 
that there is new graffiti on 
the side of the Colle Opera 
House. Officer found that 
the graffiti appears to be in 
chall-; ''Love," "Justice," and 
flowers. Pictures taken. 
2:18 p.m. Building in­
spector reports that an 
unknown person ap­
pears to have entered the 
old Strathmore building 
through a window on the 
river side and shut off sev­
eral heating valves, caus­
ing broken water pipes. 
Requested DPW to board 
up possible entry window. 
Patrols asked to keep eye 
out in the area. 
7:25 p.m. Caller from Fifth 
Street, screaming, reports 
an unwanted male party 
who is drunk and "getting 
in people's faces." One par­
ty removed to hospital. 
7:26 p.m. Complaint re­
garding soliciting by an 
energy organization on 
Park Villa Drive. Parties 
sent on way; supervisor 
advised that proper paper­
work must be completed at 
MPD. 
9:10 p.m. Complaint from 
Bernardo Drive regarding 
noise caused by neighbor 
leaving his older Peterbilt 
idling at night. Advised of 

options. 
Friday, 1/16 

10:16 a.m. Report of sus­
picious activity at an apart­
ment building on Central 
Street. 
1 :06 p.m. Caller reports 
that squatters have been 
entering a Millers Falls 
property; extra patrols re­
quested. 
1 :20 p.m. Report of illegal 
dumping near Bookmill. 
Officer obtained informa­
tion about suspect and will 
follow up. 
1:53 p.m. Off-duty officer 
reporting suspected water 
main break at the Route 
63 end of Highland Av­
enue. Water Department, 
TFFD, and MedCare no­
tified. Highland Street 
closed while situation was 
addressed. 
10:36 

was arrested and charged 
with operating a motor 
vehicle with a revoked li­
cense; possessing an open 
container of alcohol in a 
motor vehicle; and a motor 
vehicle lights violation. 
Saturday, 1 II '7 

2:30 a.m. 911 caller reports 
disturbance in her apart­
ment building: banging, 
yelling, and dogs barking. 
Quiet upon officers' ar­
rival; couple admitted to 
having a verbal argument 
earlier. Peace restored. 
11: 12 a.m. Greenfield PD 
requested that Montague 
PD meet them at Fifth 
and J Streets, where a sto­
len vehicle was found. Of­
ficers attempted to locate 
a suspect from an armed 
robbery in Greenfield this 
morning. State police en 
route to assist. Suspect ap­
prehended. 

arrested on probable cause 
for an outside agency. 
4:18 p.m. 

arrested on a straight war­
rant. 
4:25 p.m. Two-car accident 
near youth sculpture park 
on Third Street. No inju­
ries. 

9:45 p.m. Report from 
Second Street of suspi­
cious auto whose operator 
threatened to kill the call­
er's dog. Investigated. 
11:51 p.m. Complaint from 
Bernardo Drive that neigh­
bor has left tractor trailer 
parked outside and it has 
been running since 8 p.m., 
shalcing the caller's house. 
Officer spoke to party with 
vehicle. He will try to find 
an alternative solution to 
having the truck run all 
night. 

Sunday, 1/ls 
2:02 a.m. Caller reports 
that a front porch light on 
Federal Street is blinlcing 
continuously. He thinks 
that the house may be va­
cant. Officers checked ex­
terior. All appears to be 
secure; may be a faulty mo­
tion light. 
2:41 a.m. Disturbance on 
H Street as a result of an 
altercation. Parties sepa­
rated; neither wanted to 
pursue charges. All went 
their separate ways. Re­
port taken. 
9:56 a.m. Report of icy 
conditions at Turnpike 
Road and Millers Falls 
Road. DPW contacted and 
advised that main roads 
are getting slippery. 
10:06 a.m. Three vehicle 
accident near the airport. 
Responding agencies ad­
vised to use caution due to 
reports of black ice. Two 
vehicles towed; MedCare 
asked to return for one 
passenger reporting neck 
pain. 
All day: Numerous ad­
ditional reports of acci­
dents/ cars off road and 
hazardous driving condi­
tions. 
11 :03 a.m. Caller from 
Grout's Corner advises 
that his business was bro­
ken into; when he came 
in this morning, he no­
ticed that things were out 
of place and/ or missing. 
Owner of Miller's Pub 
also reports an attempted 
break-in. Investigated. 
11:23 a.m. Caller reports 
that a vehicle was tailgat­
ing her on Montague City 
Road. When caller pulled 
into a parlcing lot, the oth­
er vehicle also pulled in. 
The operator of the other 
vehicle exited the vehicle, 
approached the caller, and 
pulled a T aser on her. Op­
erator has since left in his 
vehicle. Referred to an of­
ficer. 
3:37 p.m. Officer requests 
DPW with a loader as 
there is a large lake of 
water forming at Turners 
Falls Road and Hatchery 
Road. 
4:06 p.m. Request for assis­
tance with water pouring 
into the basement of Our 
Lady of Peace Church on 
Seventh Street. 
9:20 p.m. Caller advised 
that Third/Fourth Street 
areas are very icy; she fell 
and struck her head. Medi­
cal attention refused. DPW 
advised; will call in a crew 
to sand. 
9:23 p.m. Report of base­
ment flooding on N Street. 
Services rendered. 
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Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

Hours: Every day, 10-6 

gc>OKMZLL 
440 Greenfield R

0
d~ 

Montague, MA L,51 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 
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GARDENER from page 81 that tomo1rnw and the weekend will the Saint John River. There are alli-

)100~@~ tree ai1d will create pulp or firewood 
or railroad ties in about thiity yeai·s. 
Much of the swampy growth is 
di·aped in Spailish moss, a flowering 
plai1t wllich, wllile not pai·asitic, 
can reduce its host ti·ee's growth by 
blocking the native ti·ee's source of 
light. This moss also increases wind 
resistance, making tl1e ti·ee more 
vulnerable in hm1·icai1e season. 

bring fine weather in the high sixties 
to low seventies. We eagerly settle 
in, welcomed by our host Adam, an 
energetic fellow with a chamling 
di·awl. 

gators in these waters but we didn't 
see one. Apparently they are shy 
of humans, with good reason, no 
doubt. 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Here's the way it was on Janu­
ary 20, 2005: News from the Mon­
tague Repo1ter 's archive. 

Seasonal Alcohol 

Calculating the total popula­
tion of Montague for the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Commission, 
for purposes of determining how 
many seasonal alcohol licenses 
Montague is entitled to, the town 
clerk's office fo1warded a popula­
tion estimate of8482 souls residing 
in our five villages. There is only 
one seasonal alcohol license cur­
rently issued in Montague, to the 
Thomas and Thomas golf club. 

Apollo's Well Located on 
Town-Owned Land 

At Wendell's January 12 select­
board meeting, Francesco Compa­
gnone, known locally as Apollo, 
met with the board over a prope1ty 
line difficulty. The recent survey 
of the town center, done in prep­
aration for constiuction design 
work for the proposed new library, 
shows that Apollo's fence is 20 
feet inside the lot where the town 
offices are presently located. 

On town land, but on his side 
of the fence, are four peach ti·ees, 
nut ti·ees he planted, a mushroom 
garden, and the well Apollo uses to 
water his garden. 

Selectboard member Dan 

ARMEN from page B 1 
a1tist. "Building and muturing an 
a1tistic community is something 
that takes time and patience while 
making connections tlu·ough­
out the community that fall into 
place." 

Almen earned an associate's 
degree in a1t from Greenfield 
Commmlity College. Professor 
Budge Hyde, noted for llis superla­
tive teaclling abilities, was Max's 
mentor. "I continue to meet and 
have discussions with him even 
now," said Annen. 

After GCC, Almen won a 
trai1sfer scholarship to Massachu­
setts College of Alts and Design 
in Boston and obtained a bach­
elor's in a.11. "I was again lucky 
to have an outstanding professor, 
named Kofi Kayiga, working witl1 
me along with a comfortable work 
space." 

Suzanne LoManto admires 
Almen's work immensely. "What 
you first notice about Max's work," 
said Lo Manto, "is tl1e unaffectedly 
direct style and childlike perspec­
tive. By utilizing the naive, he 
expresses many different moods, 
and a great deal of humor." 

LoManto's orgailization, Turn­
ers Falls RiverCulture, is fonded 

Keller said the final libraiy plan 
is due by Februa1y, and once that 
info1mation is in hand, the boai·d 
could possibly find a solution that 
works for eve1yone. Apollo of­
fered to walk the property in the 
daytime with board members. He 
said several times he wanted to 
work things out in the easiest way 
possible. 

Biosolids Disposal 
Costs in Montague 

Biosolids disposal is a big ex­
pense, according to Bob Tromb­
ley, superintendent of Montague's 
Water Pollution Control Facility. It 
accounts for 9% of the requested 
17% increase in operations bud­
get. He pointed to the Esleeck 
Manufacturing Company in Turn­
ers Falls as a business that has in­
creased the amount of disposal, so 
the amount of diy tonnage from 
Esleeck has increased by 33%. 

Selectboai·d member Alan Ross 
asked if the increase in solid waste 
disposal at Esleeck is an indicator 
of the amount ofbusiness the com­
pany is doing. 

Trombley said the increase 
is an indicator of increased pro­
duction 90% of the time, though 
sometimes it results from mistakes 
in the manufacturing process. He 
said Esleeck does not reimburse 
the town for the solid waste dis­
posal. 

by the town of Montague, a grant 
from the Adams AltProgram of 
tl1e Massachusetts Cultural Coun­
cil, and civic-minded local busi­
nesses. It aims to enhai1ce and 
promote cultural programming in 
Tm11ers Falls. 

RiverCulture has experienced 
much success in this nlission, win­
ning tl1e 2011-2012 Massachusetts 
Commonwealth Awai·d for Cre­
ative Commmlity, and drawing 
tens of tl1ousands of visitors near 
and far each yeai· to Tmners Falls. 
In 2007, the orga1lization's total 
econonlic impact on the region 
was estimated at $785,399. 

"We're always on the look­
out for volunteers," said direc­
tor LoManto, "and artists and 
otl1er perfo1mers for our events. If 
you'd like to exhibit a1t, we have 
galleries downtown." For more 
inf01mation, call her at (413) 835-
1390. 

"Allyone who would like to 
publicize anytlling," she added, 
"in Montague and Turners Falls 
- cultural events, fondi·aisers, 
school events, or any otl1er com­
munity endeavor - may send the 
inf01mation to us at www.tumers­
fallsriverculture.org. u 

We reach Florida at noon. It is a 
balmy 53 degrees. We have been 
1218 miles. Our drive leaves the 
interstate for local state roads. At 
I :30 we drive through Palatka on 
the Saint John's River. It is still in 
the lligh fifties. 

We drive by lettuce fields, orange 
trees laden with fmits and migrant 
workers harvesting foll-sized cab­
bage. In Crescent City we stop at 
a Winn-Dixie for groceries. We are 
a few short miles from our destina­
tion. 

At mile number 1340 we an-ive 
at the Georgetown Marina and cab­
ins. It is nlid-aftemoon and cloudy 
but mild. We are reassured that we 
have brought the sun with us, and 

HALL from page B 1 

So here's the bad news: the 
Friends of the Montague Common 
Hall just found out that the work on 
the cupola cost $12,770 instead of 
the estimated $8,700. Ouch! Per­
haps some readers have noticed the 
bright blue cheny picker parked in 
front of the building? Unfo1tunate­
ly, that piece of machine1y rents for 
hundreds of dollars a day, and it's 
the only way to get to the cupola. 

It's not an unusual story when 
you're working on an old building. 
Stosz Constiuction, a family-owned 
company from Amherst, staited 
teaiing off roofing boards and found 
rotted boards beneath them. There's 
no easy answer after that! 

But there is a crisis. The budget 
is precariously balanced, and there 
is a desire to not raise rental rates 
in order to sustain the Hall as an af­
fordable commm1ity resource. 

Chris Wise, president of the 
Friends of the Montague Common 
Hall Corporation, said, "Our iin­
mediate need is for about $8,000 to 
pay for the cupola repairs" - they 
already made a down payment of 
$3,900 - "but we also need to re­
build our cushion, because with a 
building this big and old, there is 
always sometlling." 

He's proud to annom1ce that an 
anonymous donor has offered a 
challenge grant to match any dona­
tion up to $1,000 .. 

Yes, the Friends of the Montague 
Common Hall ai·e looking for an­
gels, but small donations, ideas and 
c01nnlitinent to this facility matter, 
too. 

For instance, the annual De­
cember "Make and Take" sale, in 
which children created holiday gifts 
and ornaments, ea.med $1,200 for 
the Hall. Perhaps those organizers 
nlight consider another event in the 
spring ai·ound Easter. 

A yeai· ago, who could have 

Friday is a lovely sunny day, 
breezy with projected high of sev­
enty. Perfect. We didn't travel to 
Florida to bake on the beach. We 
came for a break from winter, to be 
outside all day, to enjoy a foll month 
of days with no appointinents, no 
meetings, no agenda and ce1tainly 
no "have to" list. 

After breakfast at Florida's old­
est diner in Crescent City, we drive 
north to Palatka to walk in Ravine 
Gardens state park. Ravine Gardens 
is a 146-acre pai·k developed during 
the Great Depression by the Works 
Progress Administi·ation, and is one 
of nine such parks in the state. It 
was planted with some 25,000 aza­
leas blooming now in pinks, ma­
genta and red. 

We walk the two mile circle road. 
Below, the ravines are ti·aversed 
with many !liking patlls, a suspen­
sion bridge ,and a feeder stream of 

guessed that many of us in the 
neighborhood would be able to walk 
to yoga classes? Nadya Tkachenko 
thought of it, and her yoga classes 
offer sometlling great to the com­
munity, while helping to sustain the 
Hall. 

Cooking classes, a knitting group, 
a small theater company; those ai·e 
a few ideas that come to my mind, 
but it will take the creative energy 
of a group to think of all the ways to 
folly utilize the space and produce 
the much needed revenues. 

It will take fondi·aising ideas, 
people with expe1tise in grant w1it­
ing, and folks who simply like to 
roll up their sleeves and pitch in. 
Once the urgent need to pay for the 
roof repairs is resolved, the Hall is 
not that far from realizing a sustain­
ing budget. 

Creating econonlic security is 
not a Sisyphean task, and people 
should not tum away, thinking it is 
hopeless. Last year's total expens­
es totaled $21,517, and last year's 
income $19,233. Of that income, 
rentals brought in $12,958, dona­
tions $4,699, and fondraising events 
$1,566. 

The "cushion" the organization 
needs could be generated by more 
rentals, more fondraising events 
and more donations. Closing the 
gap between income and expenses 

The Saint John and Lake George 
where we are staying is called the 
Bass Capital of the World. Our cabin 
is pait of a fishing camp. There are 
some snow birds like us who come 
just for the weather but mostly our 
neighbors are fishe1men who have 
ti·ailered their boats and parked their 
RVs. We do not speak their language 
and they are a bit lee1y of us at least 
at the outset. 

One neighbor who is from Ollio 
confides that he is a foreigner here 
too. We expect that, like many 
groups of iinnligrants, we will grad­
ually assinlilate. Maybe we'll return 
as drawling fishe1men! 

In the meantime we are enjoy­
ing sightseeing and soaking up the 
wa1m breezes of what is already 
spring-like weather here. Tllink of 
it: when we retmn home in mid­
Februa1y, it will be time to 
start tomato plants! II 
and putting aside that cushion does 
not seem hopeless. It appeai·s that 
there's enough energy and good­
will in this village to addi·ess urgent 
needs and then also to sustain this 
ten-ific resource. 

The building, kitchen and all, 
rents for $25 an hour with a two 
hour nlinimum. Allyone who has 
hosted a biithday pa1ty in the winter 
for a group of ten-year-olds nlight 
want to find the rental fo1ms online 
right now at www.montaguecom­
monhall.org. People interested in 
updates, can also seek out the Face­
book page. 

At tllis point the Common Hall is 
not folly accessible; the kitchen and 
bathroom are down stairs. Architec­
tural plans exist to address that is­
sue, along with energy conservation 
efforts, but right now the money is 
not there to put these plai1s into ac­
tion. 

A small but devoted group of 
people has been grappling with 
these questions and more for a long 
time, fum in their co1nnlitinent to 
care for the Hall so that generations 
to come might enjoy it. 

It is time for others to step up. 
Mai·k your calendars for Sunday, 
Janua1y 25, and come with your 
ideas to shai·e wllile admir-1~ 
ing the recent renovations. ~ 

The kitchen of the Common Hall 111ill be repaired and repainted. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

qissance IB~ders 
Oi!alitp, ereftsmanship, ©rigi11al G[hm~hr 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Want a home with less 
wasted energy? Of course! Sally P 

BPl° Certified Professio 

C 413-559-72 
SJP@crocker.c 
SJPconsulting. 

SJP I environmental consulting, 

helping you create a cozy, energy-savvy n 

(Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CAS, e-PRO, GR/, $RES, CBR Ottioe: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home i;ax: (413) 863-0218 

bedson1 Ccomcast.net 

www.ParnVeithRealEstate.com 

Charon Art 
CV1s1onary crattoo 

Open '\Ved-Sat J 1-7 
t l 3-G7 6-91 J,6 

w,vw.Charo11Art.com 
107 Ave. A, Tmuers Falls MA 

Connechng people to themselves through tattoos 

SALES • SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

I 06 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 

\Y4nlfi'l;l#Z·@t 
_...-,\_)- Sii«e 1910 -....-. 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT mentoring sessions with Kim 
and Reggie. The PMN Winter 
Gathering brings together a rich 
blend of activists and artists 
using music for social change. 
Workshops, skills sharing, peer 
support and performances. $, 
continues 1/24 & 1/25. Info: 
peoplesmusic. org 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition­
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve­
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto­
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel­
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con­
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca­
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok­
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls­
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John­
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

CALL FOR POETRY: 

Call for original poetry submis­
sions. "Love Your Food, Love 
Your Co-op" theme. All welcome 
to enter, all styles. Falling near 
Valentine's Day, the event's 
theme includes love, friends, 
romance, or an ode to your fa­
vorite food. Poetry Reading on 
Friday February 13, 6-8p.m. 
at Green Fields Market Co-op. 
Audience to vote for people's 
choice award; prizes will be 
given. Send up to 3 poems to 
event coordinators Laura Rod-

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Roman Holiday. Roman­
tic comedy classic with Au­
drey Hepburn as a bored and 
sheltered princess on a whirl­
wind tour of Rome with debo­
nair reporter Gregory Peck. 
Cole Porter songs provide the 
soundtrack. Shot on location. 
1953. B & W. NR. $, 7:30 p.m. 
with music before the movie at 
7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Misty Blues Band, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24 

Great Falls Discovery Cen­
ter, Turners Falls: Who's Been 
Here? Let's Find Out! Join Janel 

l(jm and Reggie Hanis peifmn as pmt of the People's Music NetJvork Winter 
Gathe?ing conce1t on Rid'!)', 1 I 23 at the Greenfield Middle School 7:30 p.m. 

ley at laurarodley@hotmail.com for a tracking adventure to find 
or Faith Kindness at fdk617@ out who has been outside in the 
gmail.com. By 2/1/15. snow at the center. 10:30 a.m. 

The Friends of the Greenfield 
Public Library are seeking po­
ems for the 24th annual Poet's 
Seat Poetry Contest, which 
is open to all Franklin County 
residents and students. Submit 
up to three poems. Deadline 
3/9/15. The competition is held 
in honor of Frederick Goddard 
Tuckerman who lived in Green­
field from 184 7 until his death 
in 1873. Awards will be given 
in adult and youth categories. 
Awards ceremony and poetry 
reading April 28th. Info contact 
Hope Schneider, 772-0257. 

EVENTS: 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23 

People's Music Network Winter 
Gathering held at the Green­
field Middle School. Kick off 
concert featuring Kim and 
Reggie Harris and many others, 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Throughout 
the weekend: educational work­
shops, songswaps, one-on-one 

Millers Pub, Millers Falls: Millers 
Falls Art Bridge Benefit. A ben­
efit to introduce the Miller Falls 
Arts Bridge project. The Last 
Shingle String Band, $, 6:30 
p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Roman Holiday. See 1/23 
listing. Music before the movie 
by The Super 8 Players, $, 7 
p.m. 

Wendell Free Library: Twelve 
Monkeys, science fiction movie 
screening. 7:30 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
The Nite Caps & Zydeco Con­
nection. Old-school honky tonk 
dance music, then the best 
homegrown Louisiana dance 
music, dance lessons before 
each set, $, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Russell Kaback & Friends, 9:30 
p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 

Montague Common Hall, Mon­
tague Center: Shetland Fiddle 
Workshop. Mary Lauren Fra­
ser, who was traveling in the 
UK for several months in the 
fall, collecting and learning the 
different styles and tunes from 
Ireland, the Highlands, Isle of 
Skye, and the Shetland Isles, 
offers this workshop in Shetland 
fiddling for intermediate players 
who want to learn a tune and 
get some style on it! Donations 
go to the Grange fundraiser for 
repairs on the cupola and roof. 
3:30 p.m. Potluck at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a Contra Dance. 

Leverett Crafts and Arts, Lev­
erett: Danse Cafe: French & 
Breton dancing, instruction, live 
music, French Cafe ambience. 
3 to 6 p.m., $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Shel­
don. Up close and personal, 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 26 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No­
ra's Stellar Open Mic Cabaret, 
8 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27 

French King Bowling Center, 
Erving: Wine and Canvas fund­
raiser for the Montague Report­
er. 6 to 9 p.m. For tickets con­
tact Kathleen, (413) 367-2867, 
Lyn (413) 863-4779 or Marga­
ret, (413) 768-8533. 

Madison on Avenue, Turners 
Falls: Bork-Tinen-Kahn & Caleb 
Wetherbee. The music starts at 
6 p.m. acoustic folk, country­
blues, sensitive ballads, Latin 
love songs, etc. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting & 
Crafts night. All welcome, any 
craft, skill level. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Blue Pearl, 
blues/jazz, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 

Wendell Town Hall: Wendell 
Community Chorus Winter Con­
cert. Chase away the winter 
blues with an evening of inspir­
ing music from many cultures. 
Some singalongs, refreshments 
offered, $, 7 p.m. 

Brick House, Turners Falls: The 
Lentils, Grape Room, Rabbit 
Rabbit, and The Carbuncles. All 
ages/substance free, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: 
Makaya Mccraven. Chicago­
based jazz percussionist, $, 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: All 
Too Human, Adam Buynecki, 
tuba-driven rock and more, 9:30 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 

Montague Common Hall, Mon­
tague Center: Gender Role 
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Free Contra Dance, caller and 
band TBD, $, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Multimedia Album Release 
Show for Basement Suite, The 
Ambiguities, Rebel Base, and 
more,$, 9:30 p.m. 

J1emonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

January 23rd & 24th, 7:30 p.m. 
ROMAN HOLIDAY 

Music at 7 p.m 
Friday: Mohawk HS Select Chorus 
Saturday The Super 8 Players, un­

plugged movie soundtracks 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t1J.J\ rK1J 
The Brick House 

CO.MMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24-3rd Su·t:ec, Tuml!J'S Falls 

Teen Drop-ln Center 
Tut:s.-Sat. 2:30•6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

FQI' t,ifom,ation: 

www.btickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

TMURS. 1/22 6pm FREE 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band 

FRI. 1/23 9:30 FREE 
Misty Blues Band 

SAT 1/24 9:30 FREE 
Russell Kaback and friends 

SUN. 1/25 9pm FREE 
TNT Karaoke 

MON 112 & 8pm FREE 
Nora's Stellar 

Open Mic. Cabaret 

18 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
IIENDEZVOUSTFM.&.CN 
TEl:413-863·Z866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WlNDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own inspiration 

413 863-8055 www.fourwindsschool.info 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

10.::: ~,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving Ille A1ea for ove1 25 yea,!' Certified• Bonded• lnsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlaguc S1rceI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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BASKETBALL from page B 1 

Senators 52 to 47. 
The win improved the Indians to a 
record of7 and 1 (8 and 2 overall) in 
the Hampshire League, a mere half­
game behind highflying Hopkins 
Academy. It was cold night, not as 
cold as it had been, but cold. And 
Turners Falls played cold, and the 
Senators took advantage. 

Mahar got off to a 4-nothing 
lead, and led 9 to 3 with 4: 16 left in 
the quruter. It took the Tribe a full 
quruter to take back the lead, and 
after the buzzer sounded to end the 
first quruter, Turners took their first 
lead of the game, 15-13. 

The first quarter was aggressive. 
With missed shots came bodies 
fighting for the rebounds and with 
all those players jockeying for posi­
tion and scrambling for loose balls, 
the fouls racked up. By the end of 
the qua1ter, Tm11ers had amassed 7 
fouls. 

And as the first qua1ter wound 
down, Coach Ga1y Mullins sent in 
the substitutes. "I did it so they rest." 
He explained after the game. "They 
could sit for the last minute of the 
quruter, the break between the quar­
ters and when they came back in the 
second, they would be rested." 

Only 2 sta1ters remained on the 
comt at the end of the first quruter 
and into the second. 

But Turners continued to shoot 
cold in the second qua1ter, and both 
teams piled on the fouls. Coach 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

French Bowling Center 

Fundraiser 

Mullins was forced to make more 
substitutions and when the midgame 
buzzer sounded, the game was knot­
ted at 26. That's when Coach Mul­
lins changed his strategy. 

In the second half, Tmners in­
stituted a full comt press. And each 
time Mahru· tried an inbound pass, 
Tmners contested it. At times, it 
took them two or three tries just to 
get the ball in play. 

And when they did get the ball 
inbounds, a swarm of Indians would 
go for the ball, waving their arms 
and going for the steal. Mahru· no 
longer had the luxmy of slowly 
dribbling the ball up-comt to set up 
a play. 

From line to line to line, Turners 
harassed the man with the ball and 
if he tried to pass the ball, someone 
else would go for the steal. And 
when they tried a shot, the paint be­
came a mosh pit. But with this ag­
gressive play came more fouls. And 
some of the starters were getting 
into foul trouble. 

Then Nick York got hurt. At the 
beginning of the fomth quarter, Nick 
York went down. He was helped to 
his feet, hobbled off the comt and 
took a seat. Assistant coach Ed 
Marvell inspected Nick's ankle and 
the two of them left. When Nick 
retmned, he donned an ankle brace 
and late in the game, he retm11ed to 
the floor. 

With 4 minutes left in the game, 
it was all tied up at 43. And at two 

Contacts for tickets: 
Kathleen, 413-367-2867 
Lyn, 413-863-4779 
Margaret, 413-768-8533 

minutes 50 seconds, it was knot­
ted at 45. But that's when the Tribe 
pulled away. Tmners was able to 
put Mahar away 52 to 4 7. 

Teams win for various reasons. 
I think in this game, the key was 
communication. With cold shoot­
ing, foul trouble and a bevy of sub­
stitutions, the coaching staff were 
forced to adjust to the situation. 
Throughout the game, all three of 
the coaches had continuous com­
munication with the players. 

From yelling "Ten" when the 
shot clock ran down, to pointing out 
any open Mahar player. And during 
timeouts, while Coach Mullins was 
mapping out his strategy to three of 
his players, Coaches Eddy Marvell 
and Jay Liimatainen were advising 
others. 

After it was all over, Liam Ellis 
processed the game with Coach Mul­
lins. They spoke about the game for 
a full five minutes. I won't divulge 
what they were talking about, but 
rest assured, it was helpful. 

Tyler Charbonneau led the In­
dians with 20 points, 8 of those 
came from foul shots. Liam Ellis 
had 17 including three 3-pointers. 
Jalen Sanders added 7 and both 
Nick York and Tionne Brown 
scored 4. 

On Januruy 20, Turners hosts 
Athol. On Friday the 23rd, they 
travel to Mohawk, and on the 
28th, Lee comes to town. u 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 

c;R..EAT FALL~ HA~VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 

JANUARY 22, 2015 

Al!Jah Sanders gets some air on the wqy to the hoop. 

On Monday, January 19, the 
Tmners Falls Girls basketball 
team was edged out by Green­
field, 42 to 39. 

The entire game was close. 
Tmners trailed by 1 point, 23-24, 
at halftime, and when the buzzer 
sounded to end the third, they 
found themselves leading 33-30. 
Greenfield outscored them 12 to 6 
in the final period. 

The loss gives Tmners a 4-
and-6 record, only 1 grune out in 
the Franklin South standings. In 
Monday's game, Maddy Chmyz­
inski and Aliyah Sanders each 

got 12 points. Maddy had a 3-
pointer and sank an amazing 9 
free throws. Aliyah scored 3 field 
goals and 6 from the foul line. 

Abigail Loynd contributed 7 
points, including a shot from be­
hind the three-point line. Haleigh 
Basset contributed 4 points and 
Chloe Ellis and Alysha Wozniak 
scored two each. 

The Girls' next game will be 
at home against Smith Academy 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, January 
22. They host St. Mruy on Friday, 
January 23, and then travel to Mo­
hawk on Monday, January 26. 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering skilled and intentional 
companionship to elders and 
others in the final years of life. 

sitalang@i ngoodcom panynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834-7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

•Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
&Patio ... .,.,,.,.. 

THilEE-CO-.:JilSE 

TH-.:JilS:l>AYS ❖ $.2.i 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill Abo3t-Foce 

Computer Solutions 

21111111r-.aw. 
413-415-!570 

woodfired pizzeria 

SVJil>A. Y Eil-.:Jlft;H 

.1.0:.JO A..M. TO Z. P.H. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 

Sunday 10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 • 8pm 

863-00.23 

50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~f~lrn I J□1.~J~~ 

Qr,'ti Jol1Mon. '1lro0~o,·c 
AOR, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I '3-f;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold lhis JJl'Sligious designation, 
The CRS ~ my badge of experti1ie and your shick! ot 
ass1Tance. Put your lrusl in the bcsl lo gel the job clore. 
Whtlher buying, selling or refC11ing, alwa)'l choole 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO 1rn1~ ni /'l'fl('\lrAN,. 

a 
tffllU¼MM 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
lilUMiilill (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.C0M 

50 -SHAN"A1f1 CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SuPP,lf.Y Co. INc . 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonahansupply.com 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

--------------------

Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 




