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Montague Sets 
2014 Tax Rates 
Gears Up For 
FirstLight Battle 

For Painting Company, 
End to a Retail Era 

Community Raises Funds for 
Family after New Year's Tragedy 
La Comunidad recauda fondos para Familia 
despues de una tragedia de Ano Nuevo 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

On December 23 the town of 
Montague set the FY 2014 tax rates, 
producing declines in both rates 
and tax bills for many homeowners. 
But these reductions were financed 
by a large increase in the valuation 
and tax payment for the FirstLight 
Power Company, which owns the 
so-called "power canal" and a plant 
on the Connecticut River. This 
valuation could be challenged in 
state tax court. 

I By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - Albe1to 
Ma1tinez, 25, a resident of Tmners 
Falls, tragically lost his life in the 
early moming of New Year's Day, 
when he fell down a flight of cellar 
stairs and strnck his head on a cast 
iron waste pipe. 

Ma1tinez, originally from 

Por CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

TURNERS FALLS - Albe1to 
Maitinez, de 25 afios, residente de 
Tumers Falls, perdi6 tragicamente 
la vida en la madrngada del dia de 
Afio Nuevo, cuando se cay6 por las 
escaleras del s6tano y se golpe6 la 
cabeza en una tube1ia de desagiie de 
hieno fundido. 

In addition, lower rates for 
residential prope1ty were financed, 
in pa1t, by a shift of the tax burden to 
commercial and industrial prope1ty, 
under Montague's "split tax rate." 

Chris Couture has consolidated the Jami(y business' 
operations at this building at the far end of Avenue A. 

Chiapas, Mexico, moved to the 
United States about four yeai·s ago. 
He first resided in Springfield, but a 
yeai· ago moved up to Tumers Falls 
with his wife, Damaris Morales 
Ma1tinez, and their newbom 
daughter, also named Dainaris. 

Ma1tinez, originario de Chiapas, 
Mexico, se mud6 a los Estados 
Unidos hace unos cuatro afios. De 
primero residia en Springfield, pero 
hace un afio subi6 a Tumers Falls 
con su esposa, Damaris Morales 
Maitinez, y su hija recien nacida, 
tambien llamado Damaris. 

By MIKE JACKSON 
The 2014 residential tax rate, as 

approved by the Selectboard, will 
be reduced from $17. 04 in 2013 
to $16.34, a reduction of 4.1%. 
According to calculations produced 
by the Montague Assessors 
Depaitment, this would lead to a 
reduction in the aimual tax bill for 
the "average" single family home 
from $3,125 to $2,987 (-4.4%). 

TURNERS FALLS - New 
Year's Eve marked the end of an 
era for a longstanding family busi­
ness. Facing a decline in effec­
tive demand, Christian Couture, 
third-generation owner of Couture 
Bros., has closed the company's 
retail outlet at 187 Avenue A in or­
der to focus on contracting. 

Black Jungle Tenarium Supply. 
"I'm ready for a new venture." 

The painting business dates to 
1910, when Couture's great-un­
cles, William and Raoul Couture, 
founded the company at 168 Av­
enue A, the fom1er Ba1tlett build­
ing. 

Two months ago the couple had 
a second baby, Andrew. In Tumers, 
Ma1tinez also had other family, 
including a sister. 

Life was going well for Ma1tinez, 
described by friends and family as a 
wonde1ful man, devoted to his wife 
and children, outgoing, hai·dworking 
and respectful of others. 

Hace dos meses, la pai·eja tuvo 
un segundo hijo, Andrew. En 
Ttuners, Maitinez tambien tuvo 
otras familiares, incluyendo a una 
hennana. 

However, this reduction is 
primarily achieved by an increase 
in the assessed value of FirstLight 
from $73 million to $117 million. 
According to assessor Bai·bara 
Miller, the higher prope1ty value 
will produce a tax increase for the 

"My intention has been to get 
everything under one roof," said 
Couture, who is regrouping the 
company's operations into his 
wai·ehouse facility at 400 Avenue 
A, along the power canal and bike 
path, and between the Depa1tment 
of Public Works headquarters and 

Their brotl1er, Sainuel H. Cou­
ture, bought out Raoul in 1926, 
and William in 1930, building a 
2,500-square foot building across 
the street from the post office in 
1933. 

He greatly enjoyed playing his 
guitar, and had a fine singing voice. 
He also loved playing soccer, and 
in the wam1er months, in the sho1t 
respites from work, could often be 
found organizing an impromptu 
soccer gaine. 

La vida iba bien para Martinez, 
descrito por amigos y fainiliares 
como un hombre maravilloso, 
dedicado a su esposa e hijos, 
saliente trabajador y respetuoso con 
los demas. 

El disfrutado mucho tocando su 
guitatrn, y tenia una voz para cantat· 
bien. Tambien adoraba jugar el 
ffitbol y en los meses calentadores, 
en sus breves respiros de trabajo, 

see TAXES page AS 

The company's operations 
peaked in the 1940s and '50s, 
when commercial clients included 
many lai·ge gas and oil companies, 

see COUTURE page A6 

Ma1tinez was employed on 

see FUND page A8 
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Changing Climate, Changing Lifestyle? 
By KATIE NOLAN 

WENDELL- "Why not just do it?" some­
one in the audience asked Jonathan and Susan 
von Ranson as they explained their quest for 
"simple living". Thitty or more people came 
to the December 20 forum, presented by the 
Wendell Climate Change Group, to consider 
the couple's saga. 

"a legal, dignified, authorized, simple way to 
live." 

The von Ransons contend that "simple liv­
ing" will make their lives safer and healthier. 

FRTA Chief: We "Cannot" 
Provide Bus Service To Leverett 

The von Ransons have been tiyit1g to com­
plete legal const111ction and occupancy of their 
"simple living" apartment for five yeai·s. 

As designed, the apartinent attached to 
their bain in the center of Wendell will not 
be wired for electi'icity, will be heated by a 
masonry wood stove without a fossil fuel 
backup system, will get its water supply via 
hand pump and its hot water from the stove, 
and will include a composting toilet. 

However, the Massachusetts state sanita1y 
code, 105 Code of Massachusetts Regulations 
410.750 (A-O), absolutely requires, without 
vai'iance: electricity supply to the house if it 
is within 600 feet of an electric pole, on-de­
mand availability of hot water at 110 degrees, 
toilets and sewage disposal, and heat it1 ev­
e1y habitable room of the house. The sanita1y 
code considers lack of these features as "con­
ditions deemed to endanger or impair health 
or safety". 

Unless their apartment meets 105 CMR 
410. 750, the couple will not be able to occupy 
it legally. 

Jonathan said that he and Susan want more 

Climate change group member Alistair 
MacMrutit1 inti·oduced the f01um by saying 
that every culture has an underlying sto1y, 
and that our culture's story - that humans are 
sepai·ate from each other and from the rest of 
creation - "is no longer working" and "is the 
underlying cause of climate change and envi­
ronmental degradation." 

MacMart.it1 sees "simple living" as a new 
story about who we hmnans are and how we 
can be connected to the enviromnent and the 
ea1th. It would be a step away from desti·oy­
ing the world. 

Jonathan traced his interest in sitnplicity 
from his strange vision at the age of 6, imag­
ining he was looking down at himself from a 
perch on the moon, to his teenage dream of 
living in a cabin in the woods, to a midlife it1-
terview with pe1maculture activist Bill Mol­
lison, who told Jonathan, "If you want to un­
derstand the world, think in energy tenns." 

Jonathan said he decided tllat hmnans 
are pa1t of a larger living energy system and 
that "attention to the ea1th yields the greatest 
health and healing." 

Selectboai·d member Jeoffi'ey Pooser con­
cuned, saying, "our health and the health 
of the ecosystem are collllected." Pooser 
disagrees with the sanitaty code and its "le­
gal obligation to increase our [carbon] foot­

than just the ability to finish building their 

apa1tment and move in. The,y~--,...i--•III■ 
want to push the state to 

print." 
Although people ai·e respond­

ing to this restrictive code 

change its regula-
tions, to allow ~~di 

see CLIMATE 
pageA6 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Even though Leverett is 
still, at last check, a town it1 
Franklin Comity, and even 
though it has had a fixed­
route bus line crossing 
nortl1 to south through its 
midsection, en route from 
Greenfield to Amherst, 
for the last 40 years - a 
route administered by the 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Autho11ty since 2006 -
Leverett "ca1mot" join the 
FRTA. 

Nor can the town enter 
it1to any advisory board 
discussions on the fate of that 
bus line, as long as it remains 
a member of the Pioneer 
Valley Transit Authority. 

That is the flat assertion 
made by Franklin 
Regional Transit Autl1011ty 
administi·ator Tina Cote in 
a letter dated December 
19, 2013 to Roy Kimmel, 
the selectboard's appointed 
representative to the PVTA. 

Leverett pays an a1mual 
assessment of $ 154 to be 
a pa1t of PVTA's demand 
response vai1 service for 
elderly or disabled citizens to 
points it1 Hampshire County. 

"Service for the elderly 
and disabled is really 
needed," Kitnmel told the 
selectboard on Januaiy 7. 
He said they use tlle demand 

response se1vice for medical 
appointments and shopping 
trips; the selectboard has 
expressed no interest in 
canceling that service. 

"Tina (Cote]'s 
tone, in general, is, 

frankly, 'Get Lost!"' 

- Roy Khumel, 
Leverett 

As for the fixed route 
lit1e, Kirnmel had been in 
communication with Cote at 
the FRTA about Leverett's 
hopes to not only maintain 
but even to expand its Route 
23. 

That line now runs just 
twice a day, once in the early 
moming and once in the early 
evening, along Route 63 to 
and from UMass-Amherst. 
Selectboard member Peter 
d'El1'ico has recalled the 
years when that bus used to 
run five tunes a day, and was 
of much more use to Leverett 
residents. 

Kimmel has picked up 
support from the selectboru·d 
to advocate with the FRTA 
for expanding that bus route, 
diverting it midway through 
Leverett to a park-and-ride at 
town hall in the town center, 

ai1d, it1 a bid to increase 
1-idership, to see if the ctment 
fai·e of $3 for a one way ti'ip 
could be reduced to $1.50. 

That fai·e would be in line 
with the rest of the FRTA's 
long distance routes. For 
example, the longer bus 
route from Greenfield to 
No1thampton costs $1.50 
each way. 

But Cote's letter threw 
cold water on those hopes. 

"I am it1 receipt of your 
letter dated December 16, 
2013, regardit1g the town 

askit1g for you to represent 
the town of Leverett on our 
Board," Cote wrote. 

"Per our previous emails, 
Leverett cannot" [emphasis 
in the 01-iginal] "belong to 
two ti·aiisit authorities. 

"Currently you are 
receivingse1vices from PVTA 
ai1d paying an assessment to 
tllem. Please contact them to 
discuss how they would like 
to see the se1vices enhanced 
for your town as it relates to 
fixed route." 

Commenting to tl1e 
selectboard about that letter, 
Kimmel said, ''Tina's tone, 
in general, is frankly, 'Get 
Lost!"' 

Reached by phone the 
next day at the FRTA, Cote 
said state statute prevents a 
town from being a member 

see BUS page B5 
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One Resolution, and 
Wishes for 2014 

We have just one resolution 
here at The Montague Reporter: 
to continue to bring you, as well 
as we possibly can, the news of 
your towns each week. This has 
been our mission from day one but 
we're hoping in 2014 to strengthen 
our depth and breadth as the ''voice 
of the villages." We promise not 
to 11111 a single sto1y about Miley 
Cyms, Phil Robe1tson or the Kar­
dashians. 

We also have a few wishes for 
2014. 

We're wishing all of the towns 
we serve ongoing prosperity and 
revitalization, as well as all good 
things for all in their communities. 

For Montague we are hoping 
that this new year will continue 
to bring prosperity in the fonn of 
new businesses to the town. We're 
looking forward to seeing ground 
breaking on the new industrial 
park. We're happy to welcome 
Kali B's and Alpha Stone to Mon­
tague. 

We're delighted that RiverCul­
ture is vigorous and thriving and 
feel quite confident that 2014 will 
see even more events and activities 
downtown. We couldn't be happier 
about the redevelopment effo1ts 
ongoing in Millers Falls and are 
excited about the future for this 
village. We are also hoping this is 
the year for the skatepark to get its 
funding. And we're sending all our 
best wishes for a successful out­
come to the Battlefield Grant. 

A year without a major sewer 
break would also be very wel­
come. 

We are hoping in 2014 that the 
citizens in the towns in the Union 
#28 school district can resolve the 

issues relating to regionalization. It 
is ce1tainly tme that the population 
in Leverett and Wendell, as well 
as elsewhere, is "graying," and we 
know that this has a ve1y real im­
pact on the elementa1y schools. 

We also are aware of the peda­
gogical evidence that suppo1ts 
small, local schools as ideal. 

We send our best wishes to Lev­
erett for their new fire hires and for 
a coming together of the town over 
issues relating to growth, energy, 
prosperity and even an amicable 
understanding over the gravel pit. 

For Gill we are hoping for con­
tinual prosperity and a successful 
negotiation with Montague over 
sewer rates for Riverside users. We 
also hope that your ardent greening 
effo1ts will continue and thrive. 

We are sending our best to those 
in Erving for another prosperous 
year and with hope that 2014 will 
be free of controversy and divi­
siveness. We wish Chief Philip 
Wonkka good luck in rebuilding 
the Erving Fire Depattment. We 
send the Conservation Commis­
sion and the selectboard our best 
wishes for a final resolution for the 
Usher Mill. 

We wish those in Wendell an­
other good year full of "greening" 
and working together to make your 
special town special. We send our 
best wishes to Jonathan and Susan 
von Ranson. May this be the year 
that at long last they are able to get 
the go-ahead from the state to put 
their noble notion of simple living 
into place. 

And to all our readers we hope 
that 2014 will be a year ofrewards, 
excitement, and progress. 
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letters to the Editors 

Thanks Due for Race Help 
On Wednesday, Januaiy 1, Mon­

tague Parks & Recreation held their 
Annual Sawmill River 1 OK Run in 
Montague Center. Approximately 
163 11111ners from Minneapolis to 
Maine participated in this major 
fundraising event that supports our 
Sponsor-A-Child Scholarship Pro­
gram. 

The race would not have been 
possible without the investment of 
time, energy, resources, and funding 
from mai1y within our fine commu­
nity. 

We would like to thank A.H. Rist 
Insurance Co., Turn It Up Music, 
Greenfield Savings Bank, Renais-

sance Builders, Judd Wire, Red Fire 
Farm, and The Rendezvous for their 
generous financial support. We 
would also like to thank The Mon­
tague Common Hall, Foster's Su­
pe1market, Stop & Shop, the Sug­
arloaf Mountain Athletic Club, and 
the First Congregational Church of 
Montague Center for much needed 
supplies, materials and other ser­
vices. 

As many of you know, volunteer 
assistance is essential to the suc­
cess of an event of this magnitude. 
Therefore, considerable apprecia­
tion goes out to the Montague Parks 
& Recreation Commissioners, The 

Franklin County Amateur Radio 
Club, the Montague Highway De­
partment, Montague Police and the 
countless number ofvolm1teers who 
spent a good p01tion of their New 
Year's Day helping us out during 
registration and at the finish line. 

Finally, we would like to thank 
the runners who participated in tl1e 
Sawmill Run. 

We appreciate your support of 
MPRD programs, and look fotwai·d 
to seeing you in 2015 ! 

Sincerely, 
Jon Dobosz, CPRP 

Director of Parks & Recreation 
Town of Montague 

Watch for Stolen Tools 
Dear ftiends, neighbors, and my 
new cotrununity: 

As we celebrated the beginning 
of a new year, the house that I am 
building on Jennison Road was 
vandalized. My builders' tools were 
stolen. 

I feel shocked, devastated, and 
violated by these events that have 
taken place. 

Among the tools that were stolen: 
Milwaukee Hole Hawg drill in 

metal case, with auger twist bits, 2", 
1 1/2" 7 /8"; Dewalt 8-1/4" skillsaw 
and blade; Ridgid 5" sander, Ridgid 
6"sander; four 25' extension cords; 
two 50' extension cords; Makita 
router and fence; Bosch router 
and fence, and many router bits. 
In the almost tllirty years they have 
been building in the Valley, this has 
never happened before. 

If you have any information 
about these tools, please contact 

me. Anonymity will be respected. 
I understand these are difficult 

times. My hope is that the tools will 
be returned, no questions asked, 
so that I can retum to the dream of 
building my house in our beautiful 
woods of Wendell, and regain my 
peace of mind. 

Gay Roberts 
Wendell 

gayaroberts@yahoo.com 

Why Was the Grant Bumped? Postal Woes 
I ain writing to share my disap­

pointment in the way a certain re­
cent late fee situation was handled 
by the Post Office. 

costs $44 a year. I've been paying 
this fee without complaint, in bi-an­
nual installments, since it first was 
instituted. 

I am quite surprised and 
concerned to see that the Battlefield 
Grant application was suddenly 
removed from Monday night's 
agenda. 

The deadline is next week, and 
eve1yone has been working ve1y 
hard to get it fine-tuned and wo1thy 
of receiving a grant. 

I believe this first grant, which is 
admittedly limited in scope to King 
Phillip's War and the Falls Fight, 
could be a catalyst for our town 
and the surrounding communities 
to develop a more enlightened 
approach to historical study - a 
study which could include all the 
people who have dwelt in a locale, 
such as Franklin County. 

In addition it will lead the way 
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to Montague becoming a stronger 
tourist and research destination. 

As written, this grant will not 
cede any of the town's rights 
to any tribe nor to the National 
Park Service but will continue a 
dialogue and collaboration which 
we in Montague have been at the 
forefront in creating. 

I believe we will be approached 
by others around the countty who 
would like to emulate our effo1ts. 

Studying the paitners ai1d 
advisors on this grant, I see an 
involvement by many significant 
historical organizations in Franklin 
County and New Englai1d: 
1) as partners the Historical 
Commissions of Montague, 
Gill, Deerfield, and Greenfield; 

Advertisit1g and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

Th;s newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers re­
sen1e the right to refuse advertising 
for any reason and to alter copy or 
graphics to conform to standards of 

the newspaper, such as they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$30/$50, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@mo11taguerepo1ier.org 

with any questions. 

The Wainpanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head / Aquinnah, the Nipmuck 
Tribe of Massachusetts, and the 
Nanagansett Indian Tribe; and 2) 
as advisors: Historic Deerfield, 
Inc; Pocumtuck Valley Memorial 
Association; the Nolumbeka 
Project; The Mohegan Tribe of 
Uncasville, CT; The Wainpanoag 
Tribe ofMashpee; the Stockbridge­
Munsee Tribe of Mahican Indians; 
ai1d the FRCOG. 

I hope we continue to look 
fo1ward and work towards the 
development of this project, 
which could be ve1y powerful and 
fulfilling for all of those involved. 

Patl'icia Allen 
Montague 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

illontalltte ~eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

ed itor@montaguereporter.org 

Since moving to Montague Cen­
ter in 1996, I have received my 
mail in a PO Box located around 
the comer from my house. I live on 
the wrong side of the road to have a 
curbside mailbox, and installing one 
across the way would mean defac­
ing my neighbor's flower garden. 
Like many on our street, she prefers 
the fresh air ai1d sense of commu­
nity afforded by a daily walk to the 
Post Office. She also loves her gar­
den, and has not installed an eyesore 
mailbox in its tnidst. I would never 
think of imposing one of my own. 

Before home delivery was of­
fered, the box was free. Now, it 

In early December, after the stt·ess 
and msh of Thailksgiving celebra­
tions, I realized, a day late, that my 
fee for the next six months was over­
due. I itmnediately sent in a check 
for $22, ai1d assumed all would be 
well. Instead, I was dismayed to find 
the following evening that my box 
was empty, my mail being held. 

I would have gone in to talk to the 
clerk face to face, but since moming 
ai1d afternoon hours at the Post Of­
fice were cut last year and I commute 
to work on weekdays, I can only do 
business at the desk on Saturday. So 
I phoned the Montague Center Post 

WOES continued next page 
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LOCAL BRIEFS 
Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Celebrate the release of two 
new albums, "Dreaming For 
Hours" by Mystics Anonymous and 
"Contrariwise" by Daniel Hales and 
the Frost Heaves in the beautifol, 
historic Shea Theatre on Friday, 
January 10, from 7 to 11:30 p.m. 

You'll be dreaming for hours 
afterward, feeling like you just 
walked out of Wonderland. Lights, 
video projections, and inter­
dimensional po1tals will be utilized 
throughout the show. 

The New Renaissance Players will 
reprise scenes from their production 
of"Alice In Wonderland" (directed 
by Jillian Morgan) during the Frost 
Heaves set. Lefty's will be brewing 
up a special batch of "Jabbe1wocky 
Double Bock" and selling it at the 
show. 

Greenfield Savings Bank in 
T1.1rners Falls is offering a healthy 
start to the New Year on Saturday, 

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION 

Januaiy 11, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. If good health is a New Year's 
Resolution, happiness also comes 
hand in hand. Please come and join 
Colleen Campbell as she presents 
Body Balance and The Metabolism 
Boosting Kit. Ms. Campbell is 
a consultant who will share the 
scientific approaches brought 
fo1ward by these revolutionaiy 
concepts. 

From dealing with food cravings 
to helping with some ailments, Ms. 
Campbell will provide samples, 
hand-outs and general infonnation 
as all these products work together 
along with a healthy diet and 
exercise choices to show proven 
results in 3 weeks. As always, 
consulting with personal physicians 
is strongly recommended. Light 
healthy refreshments will be 
provided by GSB. 

The Knights of Columbus' free 
throw contest is Saturday, Januaiy 
11, from 1 to 3 p.m. Boys and Girls 
ages 10 to 14 compete separately, 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

and by age category, to make as 
many free throws as possible. 

Winners advance to a regional 
competition. Paiticipation is free. 

Held on the hardwood floors of 
the Sheffield Elementary School 
Gym, Turner Falls. Sort of looks 
like one of those old gyms in the 
movie "Hoosiers". Registrations ai·e 
accepted day of event. 

On the topic of basketball, Sem 
Kroon, a senior at N01th.field Mount 
Hermon, has been nominated to 
play in the 2014 McDonald's All 
American Games. We wish him 
luck. He and two other boys from 
Western Massachusetts - Dimitri 
Floras, ofMacDuffie, and Goodluck 
Okonoboh, of Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy - are among 984 
prep school seniors selected. 

The final roster of24 boys and 24 
girls will be announced on January 
29, and the 13th Annual Girls 
Game and 37thAnnual Boys Game 
will both be played on April 2 in 
Chicago. The games will broadcast 
onESPNU. 

The Salasin Center in Greenfield 
mns a Women's Art Group, which 
starting this month will mn on a new 
day, Mondays, at the same time, 1 to 
3 p.m. All programs there are free 
to attend. 

We're heading into the 1niddle 
of winter; the days may be getting 
longer, butthey sure feel cold! Here's 

a great way to get through those 
long winter evenings. Head over 
to the Greenfield Garden Cinemas 
for the GBA's 2014's Midwinter 
Movies series, Reel Musicals!. 

Held on Tuesdays in Jaimary 
starting at 7 pm. Only $5. All 
proceeds go to support the GBA's 
Holiday Lights program. Januaiy 
14 features West Side Story, Januaiy 
21 is Cabai·et and on January 28 the 
Muppet Movie. 

Join William Dean, author, 
amateur photographer, and nature 
enthusiast, at Northfield Mom1tain 
Recreation AI·ea on Wednesday, 
January 15, from 7 to 8:30 pm for 
an ainazing look at the Barton 
Cove eagle nest during the 2013 
breeding season. 

For the first time since the nest 
was constructed 25 years ago, three 
eaglets successfully fledged from 
the nest. This program will provide 
a beautiful look at the Barton Cove 
eagles with a photo and video 
presentation, interspersed with 
stories and observations. 

Mr. Dean enjoys sharing his 
passion for these remai·kable birds 
that he has photographed and 
observed for the past seven years. 
Please visit his website at www. 
cutloosewildlife. com. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

New Workshops at Turners Falls 
Women's Resource Center 

Vacancy on Gill Finance Committee 

The Turners Falls Women's 
Resource Center, located at 41 
Third Street, is staiting the new 
year off with a series of free art 
and craft workshops on Fridays 
from 10 am. to 12:30 p.m. called 
"Playing Hide & Seek with Your 
Creative Side". 

Creativity can chai1ge a 
person's perceptions of their 
world. It can help change one's 
attitude, emotional state, and pain 
perception. It can create hope, 
positivity and healing. Alt can help 
people cope with difficulties, and 
can trai1sfonn a person's outlook 
and way of being in the world. 

A variety of arts and crafts 
workshops are offered on most 
Fridays bywomenin the community 
to small groups of 6 to 8 women. In 
these workshops different aspects 
of yourself are explored through 
art using a vai·iety of materials 
including watercolor, acrylics, 
collage, oil pastels, assemblage 
& up-cycling with found objects. 
Space is limited, so women 
are encouraged to call early to 
register. 

WOES from previous page 
Office from work the next day to see 
what the problem was. 

The clerk explained that although 
he had received my check, "the sys­
tem" automatically shut down my 
box when payment was not entered 
on the exact due date. I now had to 
cough up a $20 late fee on top of 
the $22 I'd just supplied, effectively 
doubling the cost of my box for the 
next six months. 

I asked the clerk ifhe could please 
waive the late fee, considering my 
check was in the mail only one day 
late. He was sympathetic but denied 
my request, indicating that his hands 
were tied. 

So I called his supervisor, Shane 
Emerson, the Postmaster in Turners 
Falls, to see ifhe could help me out. 

Alas, Mr. Emerson, while nice 
enough, seemed equally powerless, 
or m1willing, to waive the fee. He 
explained that doing so would put 

Leain how to make Piano 
Hinge Books on January 17. 
These artful blank books can be 
used for journaling, sketching, 
scrapbooking, photo albmns, or 
given as gifts - the possibilities are 
endless. 

On Januai·y 24, create a Get­
Away Guidebook using collage, a 
technique where theaitwork is made 
from an assemblage of different 
materials that include newspaper 
and magazine clippings, ribbons, 
bits of colored or handmade 
papers, portions of other artwork or 
texts, photographs and other found 
objects glued to a piece of paper or 
canvas, thus creating a new whole. 
Comb through books of maps, 
travel brochures and magazines to 
create your own picture guidebook 
of imaginaiy mini-vacations from 
stress. 

On Jaimary 31, identify and 
explore the various roles you 
play in life in All That You Are 
and create a paper quilt square 
symbolizing each role. Once the 
squares are complete, sew or glue 
all the pieces together to create a 

him in the position of having to jus­
tify his forgiving act to "them". 

The sense I got was that ''they" -
formally described as Middle Man­
agement - would not look kindly on 
the Postmaster of the Montague Post 
Office waiving a $20 surchai·ge on 
a payment of$22, received approxi­
mately 48 hours behind schedule 
from a local homeowner. At Christ­
mas time. 

I have to assume that the only 
reason "they" would be unl1appy in 
this scenario is because "they" are in 
a similar boat as both my local clerk 
and Postmaster Emerson. 

Being only middle management, 
"they'' would need to explain this 
reckless act of late-fee-waiving to 
their upper management supervi­
sors - presumably a hea1tless lot of 
stone-faced meanies. 

What is this world coming to? 
I grew up having only the high­

est respect for the Postal Service. I 

There is a vacancy on the Town 
of Gill's Finance Committee. Res­
idents of Gill who might be inter­
ested in serving on this committee 
should contact Lynda Hodsdon 
Mayo, Town Clerk, at 863-8103 or 
townclerk@gillmass.org. 

Lynda will put you in touch 
with John Zywna, Town Modera­
tor, who will be making the ap­
pointment. To allow time for all 

visual representation of the whole 
you. 

For more information or to sign 
up for a workshop contact Christine, 
the Programs Coordinator at 
TFWRC,at413.863.4804ext.1003, 
email christine@mcsmcommm1ity. 
org or stop in during Open Hours 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays ai1d 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
TFWRC is open to all women and 
is a program of Montague Catholic 
Social Ministries. 

You can find out more about the 
Turners Falls Women's Resource 
Center at www.mcsmcommunity. 
org/pro grams/turn er s-f al ls­
womens-resource-center or w1vw. 
facebook.com/TFWRC. 

always considered it a noble insti­
tution - with romantic roots in the 
Pony Express, conceived in honor 
and service to the people, "neither 
snow nor rain ... ," etc. Imagine a 
fearless, windswept Pony Express 
rider withholding holiday packages 
and greeting cai·ds ! 

I know from experience that even 
credit card companies will happily 
waive a late fee for a first-time de­
linquent offender. 

For my local US Post Office 
branch to be less forgiving than a 
faceless credit card company, dig­
ging its heels in to punish a loyal pa­
tron with a stiff fee for being slightly 
behind in a payment - well, it just 
feels wrong. 

Despite the bitter taste left in my 
mouth from this experience, on a 
positive note, I have developed sin­
cere sympathy for all the good peo­
ple who work at the Post Office. 

Everyone has the right and need 

We're accepting new patients. 
We welcome the opportunity 
to serve your health care needs. 

.ln.. Baystate 

.. ~ Medical Practices 

Monday-Friday, 7 am - 5 pm 
Please call today to schedule 
an appointment. 

413-773-2022 

residents to consider this opening, 
no appointment will be made until 
after Januaiy 15th. 

The Finance Committee acts in 
an advisory role on all financial 
matters considered at Town Meet­
ing. Most of the group's meetings 
occur in the late winter and spring 
months, providing review and in­
put on the Town's budget for the 
next fiscal year. 
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to feel empowered in their jobs. 
When superiors rob underlings 

of the freedom to make intelligent 
value judgments, to behave in a kind 
and understanding way, to be for­
giving, exercise fairness and give 
individual, case-by-case attention as 
called for, the dignity of all pa1ties is 
compromised. 

I still had a merry Christmas -
though I had to beg for my presents 
at the desk on the Saturday after tl1e 
holiday, back when I was hopeful 
that things still might go my way. 

Now I know better. I paid my 
double-rate, $42, in time to hold on 
to the PO Box I've had for 17-plus 
yeai·s. And I leained from my mis­
take. Better late than never. 

Diana Allen 
POBox333 

Montague 
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L\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www.MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

0 GREEN 

RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
413-256- 1594 

%na's 

li££l 
& Unnecessariums 

1250 Avenue A, Turners Foils 
413. 834. 8800 ninosnook. com 

Weds & Th 4-6 
Fri & Sat 1-6 
Sun 1-4 

art . craft . design . 

~""' CY!J6f1lin, 
BREAKFAST, 

LUNCH & DINNER 
Thursday - Monday 

I 
Route 2, GIii • 413-863-8210 

G?i't'tNF/E'LD 
,~~~t.\\£> CO~PERATJ~E EXCHANGE 

<GanyOWned Since lfil:> 
269 High Street - Greenfiel 

(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT i1! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 
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PAPER 
Week of Januaiy 13 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

17 

now located at 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & &BAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 

Great Falls 
Middle School 

Students of 
the Week 

(week ending 12/20) 

Grade 6 
Liam Driscoll 

Grade 7 
Hunter Sanders 

Kayleigh Curtiss 
Grade 8 

Sergio Perez 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413~834~7569 
HOSPICE TRAlNED 

CPR CERTfAED 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Taxes to Go Up 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

On December 18, the night of the 
Wendell selectboard's final meeting 
of 2013 and the strut of the winter 
holiday season, the selectboard ta­
ble had fom platters of cookies and 
treats. Town coordinator Nancy Al­
drich brought in the largest platter 
with the greatest variety, but select­
board chair Christine Heard brought 
a plate with chocolate chili cookies 
and cheese bars. 

Selectboard chair Dan Keller 
brought in Black Oxford apples 
which are not pretty (their skin looks 
like potato skin) but they have a de­
lightful spicy crisp sweetness even 
in December and Janruuy; he cut 
them into slices and the slices kept 
disappearing. 

On the other side of the town of­
fice building, the kitchen planning 
committee was meeting, and there 
the chair, Judy Hall, had suggested 
that members bring in cookies as 
well. No one working in the building 
that evening had an excuse to leave 
with an unsatisfied sweet tooth. 

Simple Living Developments 
But treats did not get in the way 

of business. After the selectboard 
finished approving payment of bills, 
the board of health and interested 
citizens met to update them on de­
velopments of the simple living ef­
fo1t in town. 

Although people in Wendell have 
chosen to live quietly, and away 
from attention, in homes heated 
with wood and unserved by either 
electricity or standard plumbing, 
Jonathan and Susan von Ranson, 
whose home is in the town center, 
questioned why state building code 
forces people to consume more than 
they might want and so to increase 
their carbon footprint. 

To address that question Jonathan 
designed for one side of their reno­
vated barn an electricity free apait­
ment with a hand pump for water, a 
masonry wood stove for heat with a 
rese1voir to keep water wa1m, and a 
two section composting toilet. When 
one side has reached its capacity, us­
ers change to the other side allowing 
the first side to develop into useable 
compost. 

More to the point, the von Ran­
sons went through the stai1dard pro­
cedme for getting a building pe1mit 
which requires approval from the 
board of health, the building inspec­
tor, and the planning board. 

Citing the state code and saying 
they had no other option, the board 
of health denied their first attempt to 
get a pe1mit. Since then Wendell's 
board of health has had a complete 
change of members, and the state 
has started an effo1t to redesign the 
health code, with more flexibility 
and more local autonomy. 

That change would allow a local 
board to allow a system for treat­
ing human waste and greywater that 
meets the objectives of public health 
but is not necessarily a standard sep­
tic system. 

The legislature is also working 
on a "home rule" provision that 

would allow more local autonomy. 
Such home rule decisions may al­
low greater freedom for citizens, but 
they put a lai·ger bmden on the local 
board. 

Amy Simmons, of the present 
board of health said that inquiries to 
the state about home rule were an­
swered by state officials stating that 
the new more flexible health regula­
tions would be fo1thcoming and the 
town should wait for them. 

But since then, the state health 
department has been occupied by a 
diug testing lab investigation, men­
ingitis conta1nination of injections, 
reduced funding, and now medical 
mai'ijuana. No new health code has 
been produced, not even a di·aft. 

The Wendell board is working 
on a procedure for applying for and 
granting a variance that would allow 
alternative systems and still protect 
public health. Simmons presented 
the selectboard with a di·aft of the 
application form. It applies only to 
owner occupants, and requires the 
owner occupant to agree to more 
sti'ingent oversight by the local 
board, including initial and annual 
inspections. 

A septic system is required for 
greywater but it may be designed for 
reduced flow. The alternative sys­
tem must be recorded at the registiy 
of deeds, and a permit may not be 
ti·ansfell'ed if the property changes 
ownership. A new owner will have 
to make a fresh application. 

The main feedback from town 
counsel was that their efforts are 
outside of the present laws. 

Citizen Shai·on Gensler said that 
she was on the board of health in 
the 1980's and at that time there 
were health boards in California 
that allowed composting toilets. Se­
lectboard member Jeoffrey Pooser 
mentioned the health boai·ds in 
Amish counhy that allow non-elec­
ti'ic houses and systems for human 
waste that are not septic systems. 

Keller brought up the possibility 
of citizen backlash, and health board 
member Jim Thomley said that in 
the event of a complaint, the board 
would investigate. He said that the 
board has heard no complaints about 
households in town that are simply 
living without the accepted ameni­
ties. 

Simmons said that creating guide­
lines is no problem, but regulations 
require a public hearing. She said 
that the state wants any such eff01t 
to be made for conse1vation, and not 
simply to save money. The board of 
health is planning for a public hear­
ing sometime in F ebrua1y. 

Annual Tax 
Classification Hea1ing 

The boai·d of assessors came 
in for the annual tax classification 
heai'ing. All present agreed on a sin­
gle tax rate for businesses and resi­
dences. That rate is set at $19 .18 per 
thousand up $1.48 from last year. 
Assessor Stephen Broll said that last 
yeai· the finance committee made a 
deliberate effo1t to keep the tax rate 
low and this year they are not doing 
that. 
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Poll: Nurses Once Again Top Among the 
Professions in Perceived Ethics, Honesty 

Nurses are viewed as having 
"ve1y high" or "high" ethical and 
honesty standards by 82 percent of 
the public, a full 12 points higher 
than any other profession in the 
U.S., according to a Gallup poll 
conducted last month. 

Additionally, Gallup notes, 
"Nurses have topped the list since 
1999, the first year Gallup asked 
about them - with the exception of 
2001," when firefighters came out 
on top following "their pro1ninent 
role in 9/11 rescue effo1ts." 

Members of Congress and lobby­
ists were at the bottom of the honest 
and ethics list at just 8 percent and 6 
percent respectively. 

"We could not be more proud 

of the tiust and confidence of the 
public," said Karen Higgins RN, a 
critical care nurse at Boston Medi­
cal Center and co-president of the 
nation's largest organization of 
nmses, National Nurses United, 
which represents 185,000 RNs in 
all 50 states. 

"Patients and their falnilies count 
on nurses when they ai·e at their mo­
ment of greatest vulnerability and 
need, and expect us to advocate for 
them, even when it means confront­
ing a hospital manager or challeng­
ing an insurance directive to reduce 
that level of cai·e. 

"For nurses, that is a sacred tiust 
we will never abandon," said Hig­
gins. 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Smokestack to Come Down 
By KATIE NOLAN 

The Boiler Building smokestack 
at the fonner Usher Plant will be 
inspected by NCM Contracting 
Group of Westford. 

NCM's low bid for the work 
was accepted by the selectboard 
December 23. NCM will provide 
the town with a repo1t on the sta­
bility of the stack and, based on the 
repo1t, the selectboard will decide 
whether the upper 16 feet or the 
entire stack should be removed. 

In November, b11cks sta1ted 
falling from the upper part of the 
smokestack. NCM's bid included 
$2,500 for the inspection and re­
po1t, $42,500 for removing the up­
per 16 feet or $56,300 for remov­
ing the entire chimney. 

The selectboai·d wrote to the 
Massachusetts Community De­
velopment Block Grant program 
to request use of $68,000 in the 
town's CDBG rese1ve to initiate 
two additional home rehabilitation 
projects for income eligible resi­
dents this year. 

The board signed a conti·act 
with Duseau Trucking of Hatfield 
for curbside collection of trash, 
recycles, and the annual "anything 
goes" program for the next 2 ½ 
yeai·s. 

The town will pay approximate­
ly $80,000 for the service, with 

The excess levy capacity is 
$325,175.12. Wendell's valuations 
have not changed much, and asses­
sor Ted Lewis said that the tax rate 
is only pait of the sto1y in prope1ty 
taxes. The selectboard will meet 
with assessors and the finance com­
mittee on Janua1y 23, and there 
will be a regular money manager's 
meeting Janua1y 29 before the reg­
ular selectboai·d meeting. 

New Assistant 
Building Inspector 

Board members appointed Ro­
land Jean as assistant building in­
spector. 

Jean already has the neces­
sary ce1tification, but they felt that 
Charlie Bado would also have been 
a good choice if he had completed 

costs frozen at the 2011 level. 
The board approved spending 

$6,200 for S&J Jamrog Heating 
and Air Conditioning to vent the 
furnace at town hall. Herk Electi·ic 
of Orange will repair the fue alaim 
system at Fire Hall #2 for $3,723. 

The board signed a conti·act 
with Hampshire Power for deliv­
ery of elech'icity to town buildings 
at a rate of9.0l cents per kilowatt 
hom over the next 21 months. 

The board signed an agreement 
with Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments to pa1ticipate in 
Pa1tnership for Youth. 

According to FRCOG, the mis­
sion of the Paitnership for Youth is 
to promote the health and well-be­
ing of teens in the Franklin County 
and No1th Quabbin region. 

The board signed a business 
license for John Zilinski of East 
Prospect Street to sell maple syr­
up. 

Chad Gagne ofN01th Street was 
appointed to a vacant seat on the 
Recreation Commission, se1ving 
until the May 2014 town election. 

The board decided that all town 
computers not connected to the 
town se1ver should have an admin­
isti·ative account installed, to pro­
tect town inf01mation and to allow 
access to town computers. 

An executive session was held 
Janua1y 6, to discuss litigation. 

his certification process. 
One person applied for the 

shared clerk position. Heai·d said 
she knew of other interested peo­
ple, so the board decided that the 
appointment could wait until their 
next meeting. 

Insurance Credit 
Aldi'ich said that the Massachu­

setts Interlocal Insurance Associa­
tion (MITA, the town's insurance 
company) is allowing Wendell a 
credit of $884 for staying insmed 
by them for as long as we have. 

Because the next meeting would 
be scheduled on New Yeai·'s Day 
the board changed that meeting 
date to Thursday Januaiy 2, 2014, 
but the Thursday meeting was can­
celled because of weather. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SELL & TRADE 

, * 
TE choir and table rentals 

Tammy Young 
owner 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Teyoung0201@verizon.net 

"We Rent nice quality Tables ~ 
& Chairs tor any OccasionN ~ 

11 Paradise Parkway, Turners Falls Mass 01376 ~ J 

Montague 

B~~~~-~L 
ta~-

413-367-9206 
www.montaguebookmill.com 

27 Years of Making Copies and Still the Original! 
up-to-the-minute technology • old-fashioned personal service 

180 Main Street, Creen{itld • 413-774,3500 • greenfleld@!opyrotprint1hop.com 

Good E)irt F otter9 
Studio 

,s Main Street, Montague 
+1~-~6'7--0155 

www.gooddirtpotter_y.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill Abo~t-Face 

Computer Solutions 
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TAXES from page A 1 
power company of approximately $ I 
million. 

Miller said she was confident in 
the assessment, done by an outside 
appraiser who was paid $20,000: 
"I questioned our appraiser ve1y 
thoroughly over this," she said. Still the 
decision will no doubt be challenged 
in the state appellate tax board unless 
a compromise is worked out between 
the parties. 

If the comt were to find in favor of 
the power company, the impact on 2015 
taxes would be significant. Despite 
her confidence in the valuation, Miller 
claimed to be "ve1y concerned" about 
that possibility. 

The other issue addressed by Miller 
was the impact of Montague's split 
rate, which taxes commercial and 
industrial property ($24.85 in 2014 
according to the Selectboard vote) at a 
significantly higher rate than personal 
property ($16.34). 

Referring to businesses in the 
industrial park, Miller stated that "our 
tax rate for commercial and industrial 
[CIP] is $24.85 plus they have to pay 
the Turners Falls Fire District rate .... " 

She compared this with a CIP rate 
of around $21 in Greenfield, which 
does not have a split tax system. Miller 
encouraged Selectboard members 
to "meet with me and give me your 
opinion about what we should do," 
noting that she had discussed the 
problem recently with town planner 
Walter Ramsey. 

The data distributed to the 
Selectboard showed the impact of 
a hypothetical single tax rate for 
2014 on Montague businesses and 
homeowners. 

If commercial and industrial 
property were taxed at the same rate 
as residential (18.88%), the average 
single family tax bill would increase 
by $325 or 10% over 2013. 

CIP rates, on the other hand, would 
be reduced by 26% over the previous 
year. The average commercial tax bill 
would be cut by 27 .8% and the average 
industrial bill would decline by 39. I% 
under a single rate. 

Data collected by the Depa1tment 
of Revenue for 2013 shows where 
Montague stands in comparison to 
other towns in the region. In that year 
Montague's tax rate was $17.04 and 
its average single family tax bill was 
$3,125. By comparison, Greenfield's 
2013 rate was $20.72 and its average 
single family bill was $3,640. 

The data show that tax rates are 
not necessarily the best basis for 
comparing local taxes. Sunderland 
had a lower tax rate ($13.43) than 
Montague, but a higher average family 
tax bill ($3,704). 

Orange had a slightly higher tax rate 
($18.80), but the average family tax 
bill was significantly lower ($2,780). 
The average allllual residential tax bill 
in Orange was one of the lowest in the 
region. 

On the high side, Leverett had a 
rate of $18.66 and an average single 
family tax bill of$5,630. 

The Montague rates do not include 
the 2013 fire district and light district 
rates. The data for all towns in the state 
can be found at the website of the state 
Depaitment of Revenue: 

www.mass.gov/dorllocal-officialsl 
mun icipa l-da ta-and-Jina ncia l­
ma n agemen ti data-bank- 1■■.., 
reports/ ~ 

Town-By-Town Comparisons: 
Property Tax Rate, Average Tax Bill, 

Income, and Property Valuations 
Residential Avg Single Family Income Per EQV Per 

City!fown Rate (2013) Tax Bill 2013 Capita (2010) Capita (2012) 

Montague $17.04 $3,125 $19,578 $88,517 

GreenSeld $20.72 $3,640 $19.298 $81,548 

Gill $15.34 $3,108 $21,313 $103,744 

Sunderland $13.43 $3,704 $23,816 $97,421 

DeerSeld $13.44 $3,563 $34,119 $139,029 

Leverett $18.66 $5,630 $34,740 $145,671 

Wendell $17.71 $2,889 $19,980 $108,419 

Orange $18.80 $2,780 $15,999 $66,864 

Athol $15.48 $2,069 $17,345 $61,879 

Holyoke $18.35 $3,330 $14,612 $54,141 

Ta.x rates and average family bill for Montague do not include taxes for indepen­

dent fire disn-icts. The Turners Falls Fire District rate for residents was $3.00 per 
1000 in 2013. The Montague Center Disn-ict rate was $1.26 per 1000. There is 
also an independent hght district in Montague Center and envi1·ons whose rate was 

S.09 per 1000 in 2013. 

Montague has a spht tax with higher rates for commercial and industI-ial prope1ty 

(CIP). The Montague CIP rate in 2013 was $25.51. Greenfield, by comparison, 

has a single rate ($20.72 in 2013). Commercial and industI-ial p1·ope11y in Mon­

tague also is taxed at the fire rate. 

Source: Department of Revenue, Division of Loeal Services. Municipal 
Data Bank/Loeal Aid Section, "Community Comparison Report" 
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Pump Stations on State Funding List; 
Mysterious Agenda Item Disappears 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The Montague Selectboard 
ushered in the new yeai· much as it 
had ushered out the previous one: 
dealing with the chronic problems 
of a very old and decaying sewer 
system that must meet increased 
(and expensive) demands caused 
by state and federal regulations. 

But there was some "good 
news," in the words of Select­
boai·d Chair Mark Fairbrother. 
The Montague Water Pollution 
Control Facility (WPCF) has been 
placed on a list to receive interest­
free loans totaling $7 .28 million 
from a state revolving fund. 

That was the news delivered by 
WPCF Director Bob Trombley, 
accompanied by Paul Gilbe1t and 
Bob Button from the engineering/ 
consulting film CDM Smith. 

The loans could, in theo1y, be 
used to replace all eight pump sta­
tions in town but this was deemed 
prohibitively expensive, paiticu­
lai·ly in the context of recent sew­
er rate hikes caused by the break­
down at the town's industrial park 
last spring. 

In addition the loans would 
not pay for design costs which 
were estimated at $1.3 million. 
Discussion focused on replacing 
the pump station on First Street, 
which Trombley called "a disas­
ter waiting to happen," and an­
other station on Poplar Road neai· 
the WPCF plant. 

Trombley estimated the total 
cost of these two projects in the 
$3 million range, financed by a 
potential allllual increase of $44 
in sewer rates. 

These ai·e, of course, estimates. 
Trombley will be meeting with 
other town boai·ds, including the 
Capital Improvements Commit­
tee and the finance committee, 
to bring a proposal to the allllual 
town meeting in May. 

Loan applications for this 
year's funding round need to be 
submitted by October 15 and con­
stmction must begin in 2015. 

If only a po1tion of the total 
$7.28 million is requested this 
year, the town will need to reap­
ply for funds from the state re­
volving account in the futUI'e. 

In other developments, Police 
Chief Chip Dodge approached 
the board with a proposal to hire 
an additional police officer to 
serve as a "resom·ce officer" at 
the Franklin County Technical 
School. 

According to Dodge, the tech 
school will "pay for eve1ything" 
including sala1y, benefits, training 
at the police academy and even 
unanticipated increases in town 
insurance if the officer is injured. 

Dodge is also looking for a 
commitment to maintain the po­
sition for three yeai·s, because, in 
his words, "I don't want to just 
lay someone off' soon after the 
hire. 

The Selectboard seemed ame­
nable to the concept, which will 
require a "memorandum of under­
standing" between the tech school 
and town, in addition to approval 
by Montague Town Meeting. 

Ironically, the Gill-Montague 
Regional School District, after 
much internal debate, recently 
eliminated a similai· position at the 
Montague Police Deprutment. 

Supporters of the "resource of­
ficer" concept argue that the posi­
tion improves security in schools, 
helps school officials deal with 
dmgs and related problems, and 
serves as a liaison between school 
districts and the law enforcement 
system. 

Dodge also requested that a 
new hire, Kyle Whalley, be placed 
on a higher "step" in the pay scale 
(step P2) due to his experience. 
The Selectboard endorsed the rec­
ommendation, implemented ret­
roactively beginning January 2. 

Bill Goldfarb of Lefty's Brew­
ing Company approached the 
boai·d to request a one-day liquor 
license for a "CD release Pa1ty" 
at the Shea Theatre on Janua1y 
I 0. The board approved the re­
quest, but chair Mark Fairbrother, 
noting that the date was only four 
days away, suggested that such 
applications needed to be made 
with greater advanced notice. 

The board also approved an en­
te1taimnent license for the Black 
Cow Burger restaurant on Avenue 
A, and endorsed an application 
from the Skate Pai·k Committee 
for a grant from the Tony Hawk 
Foundation. 

Procedural Disagreement 
The board was about to go into 

executive session when David 
Bmle, local author and activist, 
rose to complain about an un­
named item that had been taken 
off the agenda. 

"I was appointed to head the 
committee," Bmle noted, with­
out stating which committee this 
was. 

Chair Mark Fairbrother sug­
gested that yes, "it" had not been 
put on the agenda when it was is­
sued the prior Thursday. 

Selectboai·d member Mike 
Nelson then stated that he needed 
to have a discussion of the issue 
in order to know how to vote. 

Then Fairbrother tUined to 
Selectboru·d member Chris Bout­
well, who agreed that it needed to 
be discussed. 

"It's on the next agenda," Fair­
brother told Bmle, and the regulai· 
meetng came to an end .. 

It turns out that Bmle and his 
colleagues have been applying for 
a "Battlefield Grant," to support 
a public histo1y project related 
to the "Great Falls" massacre of 
1676. The massacre at a Native 
American fishing encampment by 
a white militia was a key moment 
in King Phillip's War. 

The committee's initial appli­
cation was rejected by National 
Park Se1vice but Bmle is apply­
ing again, with beefed-up support 
from local officials. He believes 
that the issue had been placed on 
the Selectboru·d agenda, but was 
abmptly taken off without expla­
nation. 

Looking Backward: 
December 18 and 23 Meetings 

The last two meetings of2013 
were dominated by discussions of 
the Montague tax rate and in par­
ticular the impact of the big as­
sessment increase imposed on the 
FirstLight Power Company. See 
sepai·ate a1ticle in this issue. 

On December 18, the Select­
boai·d renewed a long list of li­
quor, food and other licenses for 
the upcoming year. Audience 
member Jeanne Golrick of Mill­
ers Falls distributed copies of a 
state law baITing establishments 
from se1ving alcohol within 500 
feet of a church. 

The board discussed the fact 
that the traditional sledding area 
on the hill at Unity Park would 
be closed this winter due to tem­
poraiy baiTiers erected to protect 
the pai·k's renovation project. The 
discussion was te1med an effo1t at 
"public awru·eness" to discourage 
sledders from crashing into the 
barrier. 

The boai·d held a heai'ing on 
a request for a liquor license by 
Laurie and Kali Ellis. That li­
cense, approved by the board, 
was for a new restaurant called 
"Kali B's Wings & Things" on 
Avenue A. 

Board members repeatedly 
stressed that this was "not a li­
cense transfer" from one estab­
lishment to another. 

The previous license for the 
restaurant in the space, Ristorante 
DiPaolo, had effectively reve1ted 
to the town for recommendation, 
though technically the state Al­
coholic Beverages Control Com­
mission reviews each license in­
dependently. 

On December 23, Bob Tromb­
ley of the Water Pollution Control 
Facility updated the board on his 
response to the recent state evalu­
ation and "consent order" which 
found the WPCF needed to in­
crease staff, in pa1t to monitor the 
towns pump stations on a more 
regulai· basis. 

Trombley stated that he may 
have to hire four more staff mem­
bers and also have to implement 
an expensive new denitl'ification 
program. 

But he also stressed that there 
was a great deal of "new and cre­
ative stuff going on" at the facility 
that could save the town money. 

The boai·d approved Trom­
bley's request to hire Nicholas 
Fisher on a full time basis through 
June 30, 2014. 
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“under the radar,” Pooser said, “It 
is not as impactful as being very 
public.” He added, “The code was 
designed to protect renters.”

Pooser said that town officials 
met with state representative 
Steve Kulik three or four years 
ago, “trying to do this on the up 
and up.” At Kulik’s suggestion, 
Wendell petitioned the state leg-
islature for home rule authority to 
allow a “simple living” residential 
option.

That bill was voted favorably 
out of committee, but has not been 
acted on by the legislature. 

Pooser reported that the von 
Ransons and other Wendell citi-
zens met with the state depart-
ment of public health staff two 
years ago, and helped “shift their 
thinking” about alternative hous-
ing. The Wendell group was told 
that new sanitary code regulations 
were being drafted that would al-
low energy conserving alterna-
tives such as an owner-occupied 
“simple living” option. 

In addition, they were assured 
that DPH would publish the new 
regulations promptly. However, 
those regulations are still internal 
DPH drafts and have not even been 
released for public comment.

Pooser also reported that the 
Wendell board of health has been 
working on draft town bylaws 
to formalize a “simple living” 
variance for an owner-occupied 
home. 

Michael Idoine remarked that a 
variance affects only one case, and 
that “what we want are [revised] 
regulations, not variances.” 

Idoine suggested that the 
people assembled at the meeting 
should consider “how to mobilize 
the town to get the state to change 

its regulations.”
Chris Queen gave the narrative 

a global context, saying that the 
vast majority of the world’s popu-
lation lives in cities and that civili-
zation is founded on electricity. 

He said that the changes pro-
posed by the von Ransons for 
their lives would not provide an-
swers for the billions of people on 
the planet. 

No matter what comes of the 
von Ransons’ efforts, there will 
be no groundswell of people start-
ing to live in their simple way. In 
fact, he said, the majority of peo-
ple who live that way now would 
jump at the chance to consume as 
an average American consumes.

Still, the law should not require 
people to consume more than they 
want to, and have a larger car-
bon footprint than is necessary 
to maintain what they consider a 
good life.

Jen Gross introduced new char-
acters to the story. As a real estate 
agent, she is contacted by people 
who want to live off the grid, are 
looking for land in towns that 
will support that option, and have 
heard tales about Wendell. 

She said that she and these land 
seekers want clear answers as to 
what is allowed.

The forum did not provide 
clear answers, and the assembled 
people left the meeting still dis-
cussing and questioning “simple 
living”, the state sanitary code, 
and personal choices.

The Wendell climate change 
group plans to continue meeting 
each third Sunday of the month 
and will continue to present pro-
grams and speakers to further 
explore climate change 
and responses to its chal-
lenges.

Climate from page A1

and a workforce of 60 painted 
homes, factories and oil tanks 
“from Canada to Rhode Island.” 

Samuel H.’s son, Samuel I. 
Couture, joined the business in 
1953, after serving in the Army and 
studying business management and 
accounting at UMass-Amherst. In 
turn, his son, Christian, joined the 
company in 1973, as a teenager.

In the 1960s and ‘70s, the boom 
in school construction, and the 
generation of wastewater treatment 
plants towns built to comply with 
the Clean Water Act, kept business 
booming despite the gradual de-
cline of manufacturing. 

Over the decades, Couture Bros. 
weathered the booms and busts 
in its core business – commercial 
painting contracting – by diversify-
ing and adapting. 

The store location doubled as 
a gas station in the 1940s, and by 
the mid-‘50s, the gas station was 
moved next door to 193 Avenue 
A.  The company would later rent 
that location to Greenfield Savings 
Bank. For a stint, the store also 
served as a Western Auto Supply 
franchise.

 In recent years, the company of-
fered custom picture framing at the 
store – Christian Couture described 
it as “our off-season stopgap” in a 
2005 interview with the Reporter 
– though a decline in enrollment at 
the local Hallmark Institute of Pho-
tography cut into that business. The 
framing business, he now says, is 
up for sale.

 High-end, California brand 
paints and finishes provided 75% 
of the retail revenues, and competi-
tion from larger retailers ultimately 
proved too costly.

 “When people settle for medio-
cre, what you get is a mediocre lo-
cal economy,” said store manager 
Paul MacMunn. However, not ev-
eryone settles, he said. 

“Customers have been buying 
from us because their parents and 

grandparents bought from us, and 
there are new arrivals who have be-
come loyal customers.” 

 MacMunn and Couture both 
spoke of the competition from larg-
er chains and box stores. “The dif-
ference between them and us was 
the knowledge, and the service,” 
said Couture. 

But during recessions, he said, 
customers opt for the cheaper stuff, 
and even industrial clients skimp 
on maintenance and upkeep, often 
having employees paint their own 
facilities during down times.

 “One of the problems with com-
mercial customers is that they get 
bought up by bigger corporations 
who are headquartered elsewhere,” 
explained MacMunn, “and they 
tend to dictate who they can buy 
from. They don’t even see us… 

“We’ve lost a significant chunk 
of our local business that way.”

The fact that the store was inte-
grated with a contracting company 
may also have cut into the retail 
bottom line over the years. 

“I’ve seen very few painting 
contractors in here,” admitted Mac-
Munn. “Why would they give their 
hard-earned money to one of their 
top competitors?”

According to the retail gap anal-
ysis that came with Montague’s 
Downtown Livability Plan last 
summer, spending on “building 
material and garden supply” cat-
egory stores by residents within a 
mile of downtown slightly exceed-
ed what was sold within that radius 
in 2012. 

Within five miles of the village, 
though – an area encompassing  not 
only Turners, but also Greenfield, 
Bernardston, Gill, Millers Falls 
and Montague Center – supply out-
stripped local demand by a retail 
“surplus” of nearly 170 times the 
demand. 

Given that gap, any paint re-
tailer in Turners Falls would have 
been hard pressed to compete for 
new customers. Better opportuni-
ties across the entire area, accord-

ing to the study, may include gas 
and convenience stores, clothing 
stores, and “general merchandise” 
stores.

 Though he had seen the busi-
ness survive a serious recession be-
fore, Couture finally made the call 
this fall to close down the store. 

“Early spring, everyone always 
says ‘this is going to be the year,’ 
but by July everything fizzles out.” 
He cited the three-and-a-half year 
Turners Falls-Gill bridge project as 
another factor that cut into town’s 
economy.

 A former board member of the 
Franklin County Chamber of Com-
merce, Couture says he still pins his 
hopes for the downtown economy 
on retail development, despite the 
challenges faced in his sector. 

This area, he said, is “the last to 
feel” a recession, “and the last to 
get out of it.”

 Surveying his parking lot, the 
once-productive Power Canal 
rushing by, he shook his head and 
added, “I bet it’ll take another five 

years.”
 In a written statement, Couture 

said, “We want to thank the genera-
tions of patrons for their continued 
support all these years. I am truly 
going to miss the retail customers 
that we had, they have become true 
friends… 

“We will continue to be the lon-
gest running true family-owned 
business in Turners Falls for a long 

time to come.” 
The company’s business office 

will now be at the warehouse. The 
Couture family bought the property 
– the former site of the McLane Silk 
Mill, which operated from 1914 to 
1928 – in 1988, and Christian built 
the current structure in 2002. 

The family’s fourth generation, 
Corey and Nicole Couture, 
are now on his payroll.

couture from page A1

The store’s entire stock, including paints, finishes, and art supplies, went on sale in late December.
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By DAVID DETMOLD 

The best reality TV series in 
Gill is about to go Hi-Def, after the 
selectboard approved a request from 
MCTV volunteer videographer 
Janet Masucci to purchase roughly 
$30,000 of new cameras and 
video equipment to improve the 
production and rebroadcast of 
biweekly selectboard meetings and 
town meetings.

The funds to purchase new wall 
mounted remote control cameras 
and a high definition switcher, 
among other video equipment, will 
come from the roughly $54,000 the 
town has piled up in its cable access 
account, which is replenished 
with an annual revenue stream 
of between $12,000 and $15,000 
from a dedicated portion of cable 
subscribers’ bills in town. 

The money is set aside to be spent 
on improvements to the town’s 
cable access production capacity. 
The selectboard agreed with 
Masucci that the new equipment 
would result in a much improved 
broadcast of town meetings and 
ease in post production editing. 

Some of the new equipment 
could be used in the videotaping 
and broadcast of other town events, 
like concerts on the common or 
school plays, Masucci suggested.

“Right now,” Masucci told the 
board on December 30, “I have 
to pan the camera back and forth 

to get different people [speaking], 
and it is not as visually interesting 
as what we are used to seeing on 
TV. With a switcher, I can move 
smoothly from one camera angle to 
another.”

Selectboard chair John Ward said 
improved broadcast, and possibly 
live broadcast, of selectboard 
and town meetings could lead to 
more citizen involvement in town 
affairs.

Randy Crochier said the new 
equipment could make it easier 
for new volunteers to step up and 
offer to help video events in town, 
and would cut the time it takes to 
get video broadcasts on the air on 
MCTV Channel 17.

Ann Banash, attending the 
meeting remotely from her vacation 
home in Florida, said, “If we’re 
going to do this, we should do it 
right.”

The town will solicit bids from 
audio-video equipment suppliers 
before awarding a final contract for 
the new equipment.

In other news, a tour of the 
town hall attic by Franklin County 
building inspector Jim Cerrone 
has convinced town administrator 
Ray Purington that it will not 
be necessary to contract for the 
services of an architect or clerk of 
the works when the town goes out 
to bid to put a new plywood deck 
and insulation on the attic floor. 

That will save the town some 

money on anticipated energy 
upgrades, which are in the planning 
stage for not just the town hall, but 
also the library and the Riverside 
municipal building. 

Before the work proceeds to 
tighten up town hall, however, 
the selectboard still intends to  try 
to resolve the problem of water 
entering through the foundation 
into the basement of that building 
during spring, and  heavy rains.

Meanwhile, the ancient boiler 
at the Riverside building has been 
repaired, and should make it through 
the remainder of the heating season, 
if luck holds.

A proposal to build a solar 
photovoltaic array on town-owned 
land, known as the Mariamante 
parcel, at the intersection of Main 
Road and West Gill Road was 
scheduled for January 13, but has 
now been postponed. Local Native 
American representatives are 
expected to attend. 

The parcel is sensitive in 
archeological terms because of the 
suspected existence of pre-Colonial 
Native burials in the area. The 
photovoltaic panels could possibly 
be mounted in such a way as not to 
impact the subsoil.

Later in the meeting, the 
selectboard agreed to resubmit 
a letter of support for the town 
of Montague’s application for a 
battlefield mapping and protection 
grant from the National Park 
Service. The grant is intended to 
help area towns map and conserve 
evidence of the battle sites related to 
Metacom’s Rebellion, also known 
as King Philip’s War. 

One of the best known battle 
sites in the area from this 1675-78 
conflict, which saw more than half 
the colonial towns in New England 
attacked and resulted in the loss of 
60 to 80% of the Native population 
of southern New England, is at the 
Great Falls, on the Gill side of the 
Connecticut River.

Alden  Booth, formerly the 
chair of the finance committee, 
has resigned, leaving an open seat. 
Nancy Griswold has been appointed 
to the finance committee to replace 
Jim Paulson, who also resigned 
recently. Anyone interested in 
serving on the finance committee 
should call Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 
at 863-8103.

The volunteer fire department 
has four new recruits – Geoffrey 
Hebert, Kane Kurtyka, Austin 
McComb, and Laurie Lankowski, 
the department’s first female 
firefighter in quite a while. 

The fire department also has 
more good news, in the form 
of a $2,000 grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, to 
be used to purchase hose and light 
weight fire fighting gear to be used 
in fighting brushfires.

Sue Kramer was appointed to 
an opening on the Gill cultural 
commission.

The Quintus Allen fund, an 
endowment which produces 
annual revenue to be used for the 
betterment of education at the Gill 
Elementary School, now has a little 
more than $10,000 available for the 
school to access, with selectboard 
approval.

A brownfields assessment 
of property at 444 Main Road, 
owned by Larry Krejmas, came up 
clean except for one area of high 
lead concentration, which was 
reported to the state Department 
of Environmental Protection, but 
determined to pose no threat to 
public health. 

Neveretheless, Krejmas, whose 
property has been the subject of 
ongoing dispute with the board 
of health and selectboard, is now 
under court order to clean up any 
remaining junkyard, repair shop and 
paint shop equipment or materials 
on his property by this February 7.

As the selectboard worked its 
way through signing five liquor 
licenses and eleven auto repair and 
auto sales licenses, they stopped 
briefly to discuss the status of the 
license held by John Shaw, owner 
of Jan’s Package Store, which has 
been closed since a vehicle drove 
through its storefront window 
nearly a year and a half ago.

“I do have a problem granting 
licenses to businesses that haven’t 
been open for a year,” said Banash. 

She nevertheless went along 
with the consensus to renew it after 
Crochier said he had spoken to Shaw, 
who told him he planned to reopen 
the Main Road liquor store soon.  
“I won’t be voting to renew it a year 
from now if he hasn’t reopened by 
then,” said Crochier.

The rest of the licenses were 
signed in silence, in duplicate, and 
it was hard to imagine any state of 
the art video equipment keeping the 
viewers’ interest during this annual 
ceremony.

notes from the GILL selectboard

Cable-Access Improvements,  
and an Opening on FinCom

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Gill – Gill chief of police 
David Hastings is the new president 
of the Western Mass Police Chiefs 
Association, following his election 
at the December meeting of that 111 
town organization.

Hastings, who has been chief 
of the Gill department for the last 
19 years, previously served as the 
111 town organization 2nd vice 
president, for two years, and 1st vice 
president, for one year. He is also 
the president of the Franklin County 
police chiefs association, a role he 
has filled for the past eight years.

Hastings’ election to the top slot 
in the Western Mass regional chiefs 
association, “really speaks highly of 
David, his character, his competence, 
and his professionalism,” said 
selectboard member Randy Crochier 
on December 30. 

Crochier said it is “the first time 
in a long time” the presidency of 
the Western Massachusetts Police 
Chiefs Association has gone to a 
Franklin County police chief.

“It’s a big honor,” said selectboard 
member Ann Banash. “He deserves 
it. He’s going to do a great job.”

Asked what was on the agenda 
for his two year tenure as the top 
cop in Western Mass, Hastings 
acknowledged that federal and 
state resources that until recently 
had flowed in to help small town 

departments with community 
policing had not only dwindled, 
but now, “They’re gone.” So the 
emphasis needs to be on mutual aid, 
training, and regional grant funding 
to support law enforcement efforts 
at the local level, Hastings said.

As one example, he pointed 
to the success of an initiative he 
spearheaded in Franklin County last 
year, to get all the towns in the county 
to sign onto a mutual aid agreement 
that will allow on duty officers from 
one town to exercise authority if 
they encounter lawbreaking activity 
in progress in another town.

Gill was among the first towns 
in Franklin County to approve that 
agreement, last September, and 
now, Hastings said, almost all the 
towns in Franklin County (except 
Greenfield and Leyden, and possibly 
Charlemont) have signed off on it. 

The agreement would, for 
example, allow an on duty patrol 
officer transporting  a prisoner to 
court in Greenfield to take action 
against a drunken driver encountered 
in a neighboring community while 
en route.

Asked about the regional 
organization’s ability to counter 
the regional impacts of illegal drug 
use, and the rash of breaking and 
entering and burglaries that appear 
to be linked to drug addiction in 
so many local police logs in recent 
years, Hastings acknowledged the 

problem and said, “It’s countrywide. 
The heroin is out there. It’s closer 
than people think. Can we deal with 
it? Every department does the best 
we can. We’re right off the Route 
2, I-91 corridors, major drug routes 
between New York and Boston. 
They think, ‘These small towns don’t 
have the number of officers,’ so they 
set up drug houses or apartments in  

our communities.”
Hastings said regional attempts 

to counteract this apparent trend 
include recent Community 
Innovation Challenge Grants from 

the state to the Northwestern District 
Attorney’s office. Last year, these 
grants, in the amount of $81,288, 
helped establish a 47-town task 
force in Hampshire and Franklin 
counties to combat drug crimes and 
other crimes that cross municipal 
borders, such as human trafficking 
and other organized crimes. 

According to reporting from the 

Hampshire Gazette in February of 
2013, these modest regional law 
enforcement grants were intended to 
be matched by $588,960 in in-kind 
contributions in the form of shared 

resources, training, and personnel 
from the communities involved in 
the task force.

Hastings said regionally focused 
grant funding, whether at the 
Franklin County or Western Mass 
level might be the best hope for 
increasing resources dedicated to 
crime fighting in rural communities 
in the years immediately ahead.

The combined lobbying power of 
the organizations he now heads puts 
Hastings in the driver’s seat to help 
insure regional efforts do not lag in 
the fight for law and order.

Hastings Elected President of  Western 
Mass Police Chiefs Association

David Hastings is the new president of the Western Mass Police Chiefs Association.
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JOHNNY AUSTIN 
Sales Representative 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Slreet 

P.O. Box 729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

CI-EIIRDl.ET 

Equinox Traverse Vans 

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 
Fax (413) 774-5746 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUlJ- (,I'. 

,sMm~sFalsR: 12 \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

Brian R. San Soucie 
Locksmith - CRL 

5,.,.,1119 the A re;, for over 25 years Certified • Bonded• l11su,w/ 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Str!lel 
Turners Falls. MA o, 376 

BHptr 290-1162 

863-2471 
Fax 863-8022 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easv in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREE'NFIELD, MA 

ContmctorS. Flea Marketers, Trndt1show Venaors 
and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

432 Greenfield Road 
Montague, MA 
R19J,t nex\ door lo 
the Bookmill' 

Glfl CerHficates, 
\l\lelu1ess Pa~kal)'es 
a11d on-Site Classes 
and Serv,ces available. 

Call (413) 68.7-2125 
to schech1le. -an 

i3ppoinlment 
today. 

As!\ us 
aboutollr 

dlscounts for 
new clients ttiis fallt 

Negus & Taylor., Inc. 
Monuments ip'_!filf!!.,Jd 
People oflen come rc:Hee us 
because their rents 

and thelr gron<lporer,ts did. 
We' re proud ·to hove 
thal kind of loyalty, 
ond we work hard lo kf!!!P 1t, 
• Gory ond Nancy Melen 

"The perfect remembrance· 
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various fanns, mainly in Hadley, as 
a laborer. 

His sister, Estrella, said that from 
spring to fall her brother usually 
worked from sm1-up to sundown, 
and during the harvest often worked 
seven days a week to provide for his 
family. During the winter, he would 
pick up small jobs, but the majority 
of the family income was earned in 
the fields. 

According to Montague Police 
Chief, Charles "Chip" Dodge, and 
Detective Brian Dobosz, Martinez 
had gone to a friend's house on New 
Year's Eve. He had been drinking in 
celebration - uncharacteristic for 
him, according to his smvivors. 

After midnight, the others in 
the apartment, including the host, 
decided to go to another house in 
order to call family and friends in 
Mexico. Martinez, however, felt too 
inebriated to leave at that moment. 
One friend stayed behind at first, 
but at the insistence of Ma1tinez he 
left to join his family. 

Not long after, apparently, 
Maitinez also attempted to leave, 
but on his way out of the building 
on Fifth Street, fell against the 
unlocked cellar door ai1d tumbled 
tragically to his death. 

When Maitinez did not return 
home that night, the frantic family 
began to search for him. But it was 
only at 1 :35 p.m. on Januaiy 2 that 
his body was discovered in the 
cellar. 

The police who investigated the 

accident emphasized there was no 
sign of foul play. Both Dodge and 
Dobosz expressed their profound 
sympathy to the family. 

While the police work may be 
over, the grieving fainily and friends 
of Maitinez ai·e struggling with his 
death. His widow said that they ai·e 
currently attempting to send his 
body back to Chiapas for burial but 
the cost, of $6,000, is well beyond 
their means. 

His sister added that even this cost 
would only allow them to transpo1t 
tl1e body to Mexico City; to get from 
there to their small town, will entail 
a substantial additional outlay. 

Some assistance may be 
forthcoming from the Mexican 
consulate in Boston but as of press 
time, there was no definite answer. 

A number of local agencies ai·e 
responding to the family's need. Our 
Lady of Peace Church, in Turners 
Falls, is gathering donations. 

They encourage our readers to 
send them checks, with "Family of 
Alberto Martinez" in the memo line, 
made out to Our Lady of Peace and 
sent to 90 Seventh Street, Turners 
Falls, MA 01376. 

Additionally, an online 
donation site has been set up, at 
www.youcaring.com/memorial­
fundraiser/ emergency-fund-family­
of-alberto-maitinez/123529. 

The site is administered by the 
managing editor of the Montague 
Reporter, and all donations there 
will be relayed to tl1e family II~ 
via Our Lady of Peace. l'4 

MONTAGUE REPORTER 

LEFT: Alberto Martinev 25, 
loved to plcry guitar. 
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I 
IZQUIERDA: Alberto 

Martintv 25, disfrutado mucho 
tocando su guitan-a. 

COURTESY OF THE FAMILY OF ALBERTO MARTINEZ 

RIGHT: Damaris Morales 
Martinez with her two children, 

Damaris and balqy Andrew. 

DERECHO: Damaris Morales 
Martinez con SUS dos ninos, 
Damaris y bebe Andrew. 

FONDO from page A 1 

orgaruzo partidos de filtbol 
improvisado. 

Martinez fue empleado en varias 
granjas, principalmente en Hadley, 
como obrero. 

Su hennana, Estrella, dijo que 
a partir de la primavera hasta el 
otofio su hermano trabajaba desde 
el amanecer hasta la puesta del 
sol, y durai1te la cosecha a menudo 
trabajaba siete dias a la semana con 
el fin de asegurarse de que podia 
mantener a su familia. 

Durante el invierno, recogi6 
pequeilos trabajos aqui y alla, pero 
la mayor parte de los ingresos 
familiai·es se gan6 en los campos. 

Segun Montague jefe de policia, 
Chai'les "Chip" Dodge, y el 
detective Brian Dobosz, Maitinez 
se habia ido a casa de un amigo en 
la vispera de Afio Nuevo. Habia 
estado bebiendo en la celebraci6n 
- inusual para el, de acuerdo a sus 
sobrevivientes. 

Despues de la medianoche, los 
otros en el apartamento, incluyendo 
el anfitri6n, decidieron ir a otra casa 
con el fin de Hamai· a familiares y 
amigos en Mexico. Martinez, sin 
embargo, se sentia demasiado ebrio 

para salir en ese momento. Un 
amigo se qued6 atras al principio, 
pero ante la insistencia de Martinez 
se fue a reunirse con su familia. 

No mucho tiempo despues, al 
parecer, Martinez tambien intent6 
irse, pero al salir del edificio 
en la calle Fifth, cay6 contra la 
puerta abierta del s6tano y cay6 
tragicamente a su muerte. 

Cuando Martinez no volvi6 
a casa esa noche, la familia 
desesperada comenz6 a buscarlo. 
Pero solo fue a las 1 :35 pm del 2 de 
enero que su cuerpo fue descubierto 
en el s6tano. 

La policia que investig6 el 
accidente puso de relieve que no 
habia seilales de juego sucio. Tanto 
Dodge y Dobosz expresaron su 
profundo pesar a la familia. 

Mientras que el trabajo de la 
policia puede haber terminado, la 
familia de Martinez y sus ainigos 
estan luchando con su muerte. Su 
viuda dijo que actualmente estan 
tratai1do de enviai· su cuerpo a 
Chiapas para el entieITo, pero el 
costo, de US $6000, es mucho mas 
alla de sus medios. 

Su hennana agreg6 que incluso 
este costo solo les permitiria 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 
Accepting New Plow Customers 

Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

transportar el cuerpo a la Ciudad 
de Mexico. Para llegai· desde alli 
hasta Chiapas implicai'ia un gasto 
adicional considerable. 

Un parte de la asistencia puede 
ser remitidas por el Consulado de 
Mexico en Boston, pero a partir 
del cieITe de esta edici6n, no bubo 
respuesta definitiva. 

Un numero de agencias 
locales estan respondiendo a las 
necesidades de la familia. Our Lady 
of Peace Church, en Turners Falls, 
esta recolectando donaciones. 

Alliman a nuestros lectores a 
enviai· cheques, con "Family de 
Alberto Mattinez", en la linea de 
memo, a nombre de Our Lady 
of Peace Church y enviado a 90 
Seventh Street, Turners Falls, MA 
01376. 

Ademas, un sitio de donaci6n 
en linea se ha establecido, en 
www.youcaring.com/memorial­
fundraiser/ emergency-fund-farnily­
of-alberto-martinez/123 529. 

El sitio es administrado por 
el gerente de redacci6n de la 
Montague Reporter, y todas las 
donaciones habra transmitido a la 

~a~~:: ~e ~:V::z~e Nuestra 11 
m:be ;fftilontague 

3Reporter 
is seeking writers to cover 

local board meetings. 

Modest compensation and 
editorial guidance provided. 

In November, our own Arts and Entertainment editor, Suzette Snow­
Cobb, t11rote home: ''I got to tour a couple of DC sights prior to my 
National Cooperative Business Association annual meeting and 

conference." Here she is at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial. 

522-2563 
www.TurnLawnCare.com 

For information, contact 
(41.3) 863-8666, or editor@ 

montaguereporter.org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

OFF Any 
Bulk Orde 

Lino 
Carpet 
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Thc~i11 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

Now seruing Sunday Brunch! I 0am-2pm 
www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

326 Main Road. Gill. MA 413-863-9006 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc. 
------------------

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

~ 
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SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY CO. INC. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

Regency Fireplace Products 
Come see our rull line of pellets, 
wood, gas sto,,es, inserts & fireplaces 
today! Our Fireplace Design Center 
makes it easy t0 choose the right unit 
Lo suit your lifestyle. 

www.shanahansupply.com 
529 S. Main St., Brattleboro • 802-579-1800 
298AvenueA, Turners Falls • 413-863-4322 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

1urn,rs ~(ls fJiZZA 1/oure 
Family Owned & Operated 
Serving 1itrners Fa/I; area for 40 Years 

Dave ArgiJ, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINN"ERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.blrnerslaHaplZza.com 
118 Avenue A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863·8000 
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Preview: A Double 
Shot of Local Rock 
at the Shea 
By REPORTER STAFF 

TURNERS FALLS - This Fri­
day, January 10, the Shea Theater 
will play host to two Greenfield rut 
rock bands, Mystics Anonymous and 
Daniel Hales and the frost heaves., 
as they join forces to celebrate the 
release of each band's album. 

Bassist and studio auteur Jeff 
Steblea, who performs as Mystics 
Anonymous, promises to bring 
along a stableful of supporting 
musicians and "special guests," 
including his bandmates from Fi­
esta Brava, and members of Span of 
Sunshine, the Salvation Alley String 
Band, Groove Shoes, the Swillmer­
chants, and more. 

Whether they can recreate the 
full range of his new album, Dream­
ing for Hours, will be an interesting 
question. 

Women's Nature Program 
Starting in February 

MARY AZARIAN W0008LOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - With the 
bustle of the holidays behind us we 
took time to bring in more stove 
wood and then, of course, to shovel 
out. Now, jobs completed, there is 
leisure to study the appetizing seed 
catalogues which filled the mailbox 
once the rnsh of Clu-istmas shop­
ping ended. 

Eve1ything looks wonderful: 
vegetables, flowers, gai·dening tools 
and supplies. It is so easy to buy 
too much of these mouth-wate1111g 
offerings and then end the summer 
with seeds never planted. Not this 
season! 

THE GARDENER'S 
COMPANION 

Think of a hybrid cai· which uses 
two fuels. Another variety might be 
valued for disease resistance and 
frnit size. 

Seeds saved from hybrid toma­
toes cannot be grown to reproduce 
the same crop as the original, but 
it's well worth considering some 
hybrids in the sho1t and tempera­
mental gai·dening season here in 
New England. 

We're growing Celeb11ty for its 
resistance to cracking in the frnit 
and for its resistance to many toma­
to diseases. We'll also start seeds of 
Jet Star because this hyb11d is val­
ued for its prolific yield and for its 
low acidity. 

The album, which the suspicious 
or undecided can preview in full at 
mysticsanonymous.bandcamp. com, 
collects an impressive variation of 
sounds, and is a good demonstration 
of what today's bedroom producer 
can accomplish when she or he 
wants not to sound trendily "lo-fi." 

By KATHY DEAN 
and JEAN BERGSTROM 

We were open, curious and play­
ful, trnly present and alive when 
we ai·e outdoors. 

Armed with my end of garden 
season list of crops for next yeai·, I 
make sho1t work of honing in on the 
va11eties of seeds I need; although 
even then, I still spend much time 
over the many types, color ai1d size 
before I am able to make a some­
what sensible list. 

Lastly, we'll plant the cheny hy­
brid, Sungold, because it produces 
a thin-skinned, sweet and juicy to­
mato which also will guarantee us 
a large crop. 

Heirloom seeds ai·e open-polli­
nated seeds usually grown prior to 
1950. These varieties are heirlooms 
because they have been saved and 
passed down from families and gen­
erations. 

Many of Steblea's songs ai·e es­
sentiaUy power pop or college rock 
at their core, propelled by his bass, 
and should provide fodder for an en­
joyable live set with collaborators. 

No less eclectic a release is being 
celebrated by Hales and his band. 
Contrariwise, which you can also 
check out at dhatfh.bandcamp.com, 
is a high-concept, Lewis Ca1rnll 
Society-endorsed song cycle using 
texts from the Alice in Wonderland 
books. 

LEVERETT - As children, we 
were very closely connected with 
the natural world - we instinctive­
ly knew that we belonged in na­
ture- that we were a pait of nature 
and nature was a pait ofus. We did 
not mind getting di1ty, cold or wet 
because we were first and foremost 
having fun, but also because we 
had not yet learned to avoid dis­
comfo1t by staying indoors. 

Now imagine being with a small 
group of women (if you ai·e not a 
woman, imagine your spouse, sis­
ter or friend), where we are invited 
to experience the natural world 
again in an open, curious and play­
ful way. 

Tomatoes ai·e a great favorite 
which will take up a good po1tion of 
our garden space. 

I am ordering a mix of heirloom 
and hybrid varieties. Many gar­
deners who want to grow and eat 
organically, view hybrid varieties 
with skepticism. 

Of these special va11eties we've 
chosen an Amish heirloom called 
Brandywine which produces some 
of the largest ai1d most flavorful 
meaty tomatoes we've ever grown 
regardless of their often misshapen 
looks and fruit which is vulnerable 
to cracking. 

If this sounds familiar, it's be­
cause the project started when Hales 

And although we may not have 
been able to articulate this at the 
time, we knew that we were nur­
tured on some deep and primal lev­
el by our connection with nature. 

Where we are encouraged to 
open our senses: to look closely at 
red fox tracks in the snow; to smell 
the porcupine den that we've dis­
covered; to listen to the language of 
the chickadees; to feel each snow­
flake as it melts on our cheeks, to 
taste the sweet sap of sugar maple 

see NATURE page 84 

"Hybrids" are not genetically al­
tered seeds, however. They ai·e the 
product of two pai·ents; the blends 
represent the key aspects of each. 
For example, some varieties ai·e 
the blending of two types, one es­
pecially valued for bountiful crops 
and one for flavor. 

Box Car Willie is another favor­
ite heirloom, known for producing 
a lai·ge crop of deliciously flavored 
frnit. Last on the list is an heirloom 

see SHEA page B4 

MONTAGUE ENERGY CORNER 

Turning Down Your Thermostat 
At Night DOES Save Energy! 
By SALLY PICK 

MONTAGUE - There's 
a well-known energy myth 
that turning down your 
the1mostat for long periods 
of time wastes energy, 
because of the energy it takes 
to waim up the space when 
you tum the heat back up. 

It wasn't until I delved 
deeper into becoming an 
energy nerd that I learned 
from the building science 
professionals that this is not 
tiue. 

You actually save a good 
deal of energy and money by 
turning your heat down as 
much as possible at night and 
when you're out of the house 
for longer sti·etches of time. 

And, if you have a 
programmable the1mostat, 
you can set it to come on 
in time to make your house 
comfy by the time you're up 
and about or back home from 
being out. 

The U.S. Department 
of Energy explains: "You 
can easily save energy in 
the winter by setting the 
the1mostat to 68°F while 
you're awake and setting it 
lower while you're asleep or 
away from home. 

By turning your the1mostat 
back 10° to 15° for 8 hours, 
you can save 5% to 15% a 
year on your heating bill --

Illustration of the Stack Effect 
EPA image. 

a savings of as much as 1 % .would have at the higher 
for each degree if the setback temperature." 
period is eight hours long... I sent out an e-mail about 

A common misconception this and a few other heat­
associated with the1mostats saving tips to people on the 
is that a furnace works MontagueEnergyConunittee 
harder than normal to list, and in response, Barbara 
wa1m the space back to a Turner Delisle, Pastor of the 
comfo1table temperature First Congregational Church 
after the the1mostat has been in Montague Center said: 
set back, resulting in little or "Thanks... I have always 
no savings. In fact, as soon wondered about setting the 
as your house drops below temp low ifleaving the house 
its normal temperature, and never sure about putting 
it will lose energy to the it as low as 10 degrees lower 
smrntmding environment than I will put it when I get 
more slowly. home for fear that it will 

"The lower the interior consume so much energy in 
temperature, the slower the increasing the temperature 
heat loss. So the longer your that it will defeat the purpose 
house remains at the lower of keeping it low. Now I 
temperature, the more energy know." 
you save, because your house 
has lost less energy than it see ENERGY page B5 

see GARDEN page B4 

Lively Talk, and Diction Lessons, at GSB 
By JOE PARZYCH 

TURNERS FALLS - On 
the morning of December 21, 
John Furbish gave an infor­
mative talk, in the Greenfield 
Savings Bank community 
room, on points of interest in 
the Turners Falls area. 

Topics that brought lively 
audience paiticipation were 
the origin of the name of 
Bloody Brook, Ed's Barber 
Shop, and Our Lady of Cze­
stochowa. 

Folks who had lived 
tlirough some of the histo1y 
Mr. Furbish presented added 
some pertinent facts, result­
ing in lively contributions. 

The gas explosion that 
sent dentist Doctor Sabbato 
sailing out though the plate 
glass window of Ed's Bai·­
ber shop onto Avenue A, 
while still seated in the bar­
ber chair, was one of 
those lively topics of 
discussion. 

Ed Grego1y sup­
plied a nwnber of 
facts about the vari­
ous locations of Ed's 
Barber Shop and 
competing Leo's 
Barber Shop on A.v­
enue A. 

and fo1th along both sides 
of A.venue A. Furbish noted 
that Denise Edwards, a Mol­
tenbrey descendant, is the 
present proprietor of Ed's 
Bai·ber Shop, now located in 
the building once housing the 
historic Hotel Moltenbrey. 

Furbish noted that the 
hotel housed a great many 
members of the Moltenbrey 
family upstairs above the 
ground-floor restaurant, giv­
ing the family employment, 
housing and food all at one 
location. 

Edie Bourbeau gave Fur­
bish some salient diction 
pointers on the myste11es of 
conect Polish pronunciation 
of "Czestochowa." Bourbeau 
pointed to her chin to illus­
trate the pronunciation of 
cze as "chin." Furbish took 
the critique in good humor, 

thanking Bourbeau for the 
diction lesson. 

The location of the Polish 
Church also elicited lively au­
dience participation. Church 
steeples served as landmarks 
to guide worshipers to their 
church. 

Each denomination sought 
to have a steeple higher and 
more visible than the others. 
Being high on a hill, cleai'ly 
visible from A.venue A, was 
one reason for choosing the 
site for the Polish church. 

Historian Ed Grego1y 
added that tl1e church was 
also visible to the large popu­
lation of Polish people living 
in the Patch. The origin of the 
black shading of the Black 
Madonna's face also spai·ked 
lively dissension, making this 
presentation one that did not 
lull anyone to sleep. 

Ed's Barber Shop 
was a museum of 
memorabilia, much 
of it decorating the 
inte11or at each lo­
cation of the shop 
as it made its vaga­
bond journey back 

Ed's Barber Shop, circa 1992, when it was located in the former 
Starbuck Plumbing Shop. Denise Edwards laughs as she gives Robert 

"Lefty" Boivin a trim, as Mary Boivin looks on. 
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Pet of the Week 
Hiding inside my shy 

exterior is a real honey of a 
dog. Once I feel comf01table 
and get to know you, I'm a 
ve1y sweet and affectionate 
little man. A slow and gentle 
approach works best, give 
me a few minutes, and soon 
I'll be hying to climb up into 
your lap. 

I lived with cats in my 
previous home so I probably 
will be fine in another home 
with some feline friends. 
I can be nervous meeting 
new dogs and prefer dogs 
who have a calm and quiet de­
meanor. 

I may need a little help getting 
back on ti·ack with houseti·aining 
too. If you'd like to meet me, ask a 
staff person to bring me out. 

Bo is a neutered male 5 years 
old, about 17 lbs. Chihuahua Mix. 

"Bo" 
OKfor kids 13 and up, or younger 
dependent on meeting. Dogs: Some, 
dependent on meet. Cat friendly. 
Moderately active. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or info@dpvhs.org 

Senior Center Activities 
January 13 thru 17 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cente1; 

62 Fifth Sti·eet, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregate 
meals are se1ved Tuesday 
through Thursday at Noon. Meal 
rese1vations must be made one day 
in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy 
donations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
For more information, to make 
meal rese1vations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the center is not open. 

Monday 1/13 
9:00 AM Foot Clinic by 
appointment 
I 0: IO AM Aerobics 
10:55 AM Chair Exercise 
I :00 Knitting Circle 
3:00 PM Balance Boot Camp 
Tuesday: 1/14 
9:30 AM Chair Yoga 
12:00 PM Lunch 
Wednesday: 1/15 
I 0: IO AM Aerobics 
12:00 PM Lunch 
12:45 PM Bingo 
Thursday: 1/16 
9:00 AM Tai Chi 
12:00 PM Lunch 
I :00 PM Pitch 
Friday: 1/17 
I 0: IO AM Aerobics 
10:55 AM Chair Exercise 
I :00 PM Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at IO a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 

Call ( 413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a rese1vation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, I 

Care Drive, Eivingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for activities 
and congregate meals. Lunch is 
at II :30 a.m., with rese1vations 
required 24 hours in advance. 
Call Mealsite Manager Rebecca 
Meuse at ( 413) 423-3308, for meal 
info1mation and rese1vations. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413)423-3649. Transpo1tationcan 
be provided for meals, shopping, or 
medical necessity. Call the Center 
to confi1m activities, schedule a 
ride, or find out when is the next 
blood pressure clinic. 

Monday 1/13 
9:00 a.m. - Tai Chi 
I 0:00 a.m - Osteo Exercise 
12:30 - Movie 
Tuesday 1/14 
8:45 a.m.- Chair Aerobics 
9:00 a.m - C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 - Painting 
Wednesday 1/15 
8:45 a.m. -Aerobics 
I 0:00 a.m. - Chair Yoga 
12:00 - Bingo 
Thursday 1/16 
8:45 a.m. -Aerobics 
I 0:00 a.m. - Healthy Bones & 
Muscles 
12:00 - Car·ds 
Friday 1/17 
9:00 a.m. - Bowling 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760, 
for hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 
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MONTAGUE LIBRARY NEWS 

Music and Movement on Thursday Mornings 
The weekly Music and Move- Young children of all ages and 

ment series with Tom Ca1rnll and their parents or caregivers are invit­
Laurie Davidson is being held at the ed to the free programs. Registra­
Turners Falls' Carnegie Libra1y on tion is not required. For more infor­
Thursdays at 10 a.m. during Janu- mation, please call 863-3214. 
ary and Febma1y. 

Hands-on Science for Homeschoolers to Resume 
Hands-on Science for Home­

schoolers will resume Janua1y 15 
on Wednesdays, weekly at I: 15 
p m. at the Carnegie Libra1y. 

Children of all ages and their 

families explore fun science experi­
ments with Mr. Klaiber. The new 
season will begin with the science 
of things that go. For more infor­
mation, call 863-3214. 
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GILL LIBRARY NEWS 

Story Hour Moves 
To Tuesdays 

Slate Library Story Hour has 
now changed to Tuesday mornings. 

Join us in the center of Gill eve1y 
Tuesday morning at IO a.m. for sto­
ries, songs, popcorn and fun! Dur­
ing the month of Janua1y we will 
read stories about Snow, Bear·s and 
Trains and Fairies. 

We welcome new families. For 
more information email: gill.slate. 
libra1y@gmail.com 

Commemorating Dr. King, in Life and Death 
By REPORTER STAFF 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY -
Readers have brought to our 
attention two upcoming events, to 
our south, commemorating, in quite 
different ways, the life and death of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Moonlight and Morning Star of 
Erving, along with their band the 
Charm Brothers and special guests 
including Samirah Evans, present 
"Freedom Song," a concert in honor 
of Dr. King arid Nelson Mandela. 

"The group will sing songs of 
freedom from diverse cultures, time 
frames and gemes. From Nina Sim-

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Are all blood thinners the same? 

Blood thinners reduce the risk of 
heart attack and stroke by reducing 
the fo1mation of blood clots in yom 
arteries and veins. 

There are two main categories 
of blood thillllers: antiplatelets and 
anticoagulants. 

Antiplatelets prevent blood cells 
called platelets from fonning a clot. 
Anticoagulants affect your body 
chemistiy and lengthen the time it 
takes to fo1m a blood clot. 

When a person is wounded, 
platelets release thromboxane, a 
chemical that signals other platelets 
to work together to heal the damage. 
Without thromboxane, the platelets 
won't collect and no clot will form. 

Antiplatelet agents, including 
aspirin and clopidogi·el (Plavix), 
work by inhibiting the production 
of thromboxane. 

Aspirin is highly recommended 
for preventing a first sti·oke, but it 
and other antiplatelets also have 
an impo1tant role in preventing 
recmTent strokes. 

According to the Ame11can Heart 
Association, taking aspi1111 within 

one to Ani Di Franco, Civil Rights 
Songs to Jazz to Gospel to Spoken 
Word - the audience will take a 
journey into the many ten-itories of 
freedom." 

This conceit will take place on 
Thursday, Janua1y 16, at 7 p m. 
at the Loft at the Clarion Hotel in 
No1thampton. 

Randy Kehler of Colrain, mean­
while, ale1ts us to a presentation of 
Project Unspeakable taking place 
the following night, F11day, Januaiy 
17, at 7 p.m. at Ainl1erst Regional 
Middle School. 

Directed by lngi-id Askew, this 
"dramatic reading illwninates the 

motivations of the public figmes in­
volved in the assassinations of JFK, 
MLK, RFK and Malcolm X by the 
national security state," in order 
to "challenge the silence that for 
decades has swrnw1ded these 'un­
speakable' assassinations." 

The presentation will be fol­
lowed by a discussion. It is spon­
sored by the Leverett Peace Com-
1nission, the Alnllerst Human Rights 
Commission, and the Ainllerst Area 
NAACP. 

The suggested donation for the 
event is $10. 

Dr. King's birthday will be ob­
se1ved on Monday, Janua1y 20. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Antiplatelets and 
Anticoagulants 

two days of an ischemic sti·oke 
reduces the seve11ty of the sti·oke. In 
some cases, it prevents death. 

A stroke, which is also called a 
"brain attack," is caused by a blood 
problem in the brain. An "ischemic 
stroke" is caused by too little blood in 
the brain. An "hemoIThagic sti·oke" 
is caused by too much blood. 

About 80 percent of strokes are 
ischemic strokes; they occur when 
blood clots or other particles block 
arteries to your brain. Hemol1'hagic 
stroke occms when a blood vessel 
in your brain leaks or mptmes. 

For long-term prevention, 
antiplatelet therapy is recommended 
primarily for people who have had 
a transient ischemic attack (TIA or 
"1nini" stroke) or acute ischemic 
stroke. 

Despite the potential benefits, 
antiplatelet therapy is not for 
eve1yone. People with a histo1y 
of liver or kidney disease, 
gastrointestinal disease or peptic 
ulcers, high blood pressme, bleeding 
disorders or asthma may not be 
able to take aspi1111 or may require 
special dosage adjustments. 

Anticoagulants target clotting 
factors, proteins made in the liver. 
These ar·e cmcial to the blood­
clotting process. 

These proteins can't be created 
in the liver without Vitamin K - a 
common vitamin found in cabbage, 
cauliflower, spinach and other leafy 
green vegetables. Anticoagulants, 

such as wa1farin (Coumadin) and 
heparin, slow clot formation by 
competing with Vitamin K. 

Anticoagulants are considered 
more aggressive dmgs than 
antiplatelets. They are recommended 
p11ma11ly for people with a high 
risk of stroke and people with atrial 
fibrillation. 

More than two million Americans 
have ah-ial fib11llation (AF), a 
rhythmic disorder of the heart 
where the ah-ia (the heart's pumping 
chambers) quiver instead of beat. 
As a result, not all of the blood is 
pumped out of the heart, allowing 
pools to collect in the hea1t chamber, 
where clots may fo1m. 

Does a combination of antiplatelet 
and anticoagulant therapies work 
better than either of them alone? 

Researchers have found 
that a combination of low-dose 
warfarin and low-dose aspirin is 
no more effective than aspirin by 
itself. Fwthe1more, in the study 
group, major internal bleeding 
occUITed near·ly twice as often in 
the combination-therapy patients 
compared with the aspirin-only 
patients. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org 

If you would like to read more 
columns, you can order a copy of 
"How to be a Healthy Geezer" at 
,,v,,Vl,v, hea lthygeezer. corn. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Hampshire ~in.g Services \!J~ established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
Heruin,g and Hearing A id Tcchno!Qgy Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Car~ & 

Patience To Optituize Social luteraction 

As au Audiology practice, 
it's who we arc and what we do 

241 Kiog Str=, Suite J 19 (l'Ot Pourri Plazal Nortlwmptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
1 ~2 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
4 I l-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HalIKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 4I3.863.4462 

1tJil11 PICKLES I 
Natwrall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

Upinngil, and Food City! 

www.reaJpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

m1chael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 
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While Penelope, the 
children :S librarian, keeps 
her wards beguiled with 
creative play, Otis goes 
exploring ... 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

It was still too eru·ly for 
Melantha to apperu·; shift 
chru1ge waited until sun­
down. 

Indeed, there was no one at the 
main desk at all. 

Clio, the day librarian, had tak­
en a months long sabbatical in the 
Atacama Desert on a self guided po­
etry tour. 

I poured myself a cup of tea. 
The main desk was uncharacter­

istically clean. Some patrons had 
trudged in to drop off books, in­
cluding a few old quruto volumes. I 
leafed through one of these, an ex­
panded edition of Hesiod's Works 
and Days, under the Parthenon im­
print, containing the inlmortal apo­
thegm to his hometown, Ascra: "a 
cursed place, cmel in winter, hru·d 
in sUllllller, never pleasant." All too 
familiar. 

These bulky, fragile volumes 
would not have fit into the drop box 
by the sidewalk at the bottom of the 
hill in ru1y case, or if they had, the li­
brary aides would have complained 
bitterly of the added burden of lug­
ging them up the long and teffaced 
flights of stairs. 

The highway boss, Everett Patch, 
had installed a new drop box recent­
ly, made out of a recycled rectru1-
gular garbage container that looked 
suspiciously like the one that used 
to sit out on the sidewalk in front of 
Equi's Candy Store until the owner 
accidentally flattened it one day by 
putting her cru· in drive, when, she 
said, she had meant to back it up. 

The candy store owner's name 
was Erato. She came from a long 
line of Equis, ru1d she drove a 1952 
Mercmy wagon with battered wood­
en side trim she claimed to have im­
ported direct from Cuba, but cars 
like hers were not a rru·e sight in our 
neck of the woods. The collision did 
no damage to the Mercmy, but ap­
parently totaled the garbage can. 

Until the men at the deprutment 
of public works, glad of indoor work 
in winter, set to work to flatten and 
repair it, using hammers and anvil at 
the smithy. They reinforced it with 
thick welded plates of dragon-toed 
galvrulized metal salvaged from the 
loading dock of the old Ouzo fac­
tory down by the canal. That wreck 
was home for pigeons now, but still 
smelled sweetly of licorice. 

Hell' Klee had wiped out the last 
drop box at the foot of the library 
steps with one rambunctious side 
sweep of his snow plow the winter 
before. He managed to cleru· the six 
inch grrulite curb, broke the side 
wing off the plow, and stalled his 
massive vehicle in a squall of snow 
and sparks and the colorful, swirled 
pages of disembodied children's 
books. 

After that memorable event, Ev­
erett decided to have his men an­
chor the new drop box in place with 
three-foot lag bolts drilled down 
through the grrulite walk and into 

MIKE SLIVA ILLUSTRATION 

living ledge. 
Now, the top of the bmtish box 

swung open with a toothed steel 
maw to receive any dropped off li­
brruy materials, and the resulting 
clru1gor and the feru· oflosing a hand 
or finger in the complicated a1ticula­
tions of the metal jaw so intimidated 
most b011'0wers that they willingly 
lugged overdue books up the steep 
stairs to the librruy rather thru1 use 
it. 

Thus, the repmposed tr·ash can 
begru1 to serve the function of public 
rut, instead of as a practical short cut 
for patr·ons hying to avoid, or delay, 
paying their small late fees at the 
main desk. 

With the shrill cries of the little 
ones fading in the background as 
they wallowed in the make believe 
world of the children's room, I stood 
in the deserted lobby and leaned my 
hands upon the desk. 

The desktop hinged above a cen­
ter kneehole. 

To the left, the card file stood pa­
tiently awaiting use, along with an 
untidy assortment of date stamps 
and ink pads. On a hot plate, the ket­
tle simmered, beside a tray of crazed 
china cups, chipped and cracked. 
An old-fashioned upright telephone, 
like a sort of stylized black daffodil, 
stood beside the main computer, 
which glowed and whiffed asthmat­
ically, although no one touched its 
keys. The A was nlissing. 

Small statuary graced both wings 
of the desk: Hennes holding his ca­
duceus like a ceremonial mace, his 
winged heels poised for flight; Di­
ana in her oak leaf sandals, her bow 
drawn, intent on prey. Spools of col­
ored tape, invisible tape, strapping 
tape, pencils and pen knives lay here 
and there at random in open tr·ays and 
canted drawers. Ink pot and quill. A 
hmnan skull. The overdue file. 

The door to the children's room 
blew open suddenly and Penelope 
issued forth in a cloud of gauze. She 
looked disfl•acted. A few crimped 
str·ands of flaxen hair, too fine to 
stay in tripled plaits, wru1dered loose 
and flew about her face. Her cheeks 
were flushed. 

"Can't find the thing you want 
when you want it," she announced. 
"Story ofmy life." 

I blew on my tea. 
She tmned her shining eyes on 

me. 
"And you? Looking for some­

thing?" 
"Sure," I said. "Lots of things." 
"Maybe I cru1 be of some assis­

tance?" she pmred. 
"I'm looking for a job, for strut­

ers." 
"A job?" she said. "Well." She 

walked up close and stood beside 
me. Her whole figure shimmered, 
her untidy braids gleamed like fray­
ing ropes of gold. Her brilliant blue 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Armed Theft of Safe; Vandalism Spree; Pig Dispute 
Monday, UII6 
9:06 a.m. Call regarding 
student who had threatened 
principal and left Turners 
Falls High School. Student 
located and transported. 
1':28 p.m. Report of vehicle 
driving through courtyard 
at Powertown Apartments 
on Four th Street. Referred 
to an officer. 
7:59 p.m. Following a 
report of a robbery on 
Fifth Street, 

■■ 
was arrested on a default 
warrant. 
Tuesday, IZII'7 

2:1<6 p.m. 

default warrants. 
1':18 p.m. Caller who 
had been blowing snow 
into road complained 
that a DPW plow had 
intentionally thrown 
snow onto himself and 
his neighbor. Advised of 
options. 
Wednesday, 1z/1s 
12:38 a.m. Report of large 
horse in road in downtown 
Lake Pleasant. Second call 
reported that car had hit 
horse. Injured horse ended 
up on railroad tracks. 
Rau's, BHA, and Pan Am 
Railways notified. Horse 
later reported deceased 
and moved from railroad 
tracks. 
2:18 a.m. Following a fight 
on G Street, two people 
were transported to the 
hospital and one 30 year 
old male was arrested and 
charged with domestic 
assault and battery; assault 
and battery; disorderly 
conduct; and disturbing 
the peace. Summons issued 
to second male involved in 
fight. 
8:00 a.m. Complaint about 
snow on Turners Falls­

Gill Bridge sidewalk. 
SPS denied responsibility. 
MassHighway advised 
that the town DPW 
1s responsible. DPW 
advised that they have 
never maintained the 
sidewalks on that bridge 
and that MassHighway is 
responsible. Chief apprised 
of outcome. 

arrested and charged with 
operating a motor vehicle 
with a revoked license 
(subsequent offense) and 

eyes gazed up into mine. 

unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle (subsequent 
offense). 
11:29 a.m. Tool box and 
cell phone stolen on Third 
Street. Suspect identified. 
Stolen items found posted 
on Craigslist. Items 
retrieved from Four th 

was arrested 
default warrant. 
Thursday, 12/19 
5:39 a.m. SUV reported 
off road just north of 
Randall Road; appeared 
to have been there for a 
while. Investigated. Owner 
located; reported that he 
had fallen asleep at the 
wheel, wrapped his car 
around a tree, and walked 
home. 
8:10 a.m. Pipe in vacant, 
unheated second floor 
Millers Falls apartment 
burst and flooded occupied 
first-floor apartment. FD 
on scene; landlord and 
Board of Health notified. 
10:1<7 a.m. Report of 
burglary at PCDC shed at 
Central Street School. 
5:1<0 

Parties spoken to. 
6:20 p.m. Complaint 
regarding noisy snowball 
fight in Fourth Street alley. 
Parties spoken to. 
7:1'8 p.m. Caller reported 
that she was assaulted and 
robbed at gunpoint in her 
Fifth Street apartment. 
Suspects, identified as 
two males wearing masks 
and dark clothing, took 
a black safe weighing 
approximately 200 pounds. 
Witness reported seeing 
a white SUV outside the 

residence around the time 
of the robbery. 
Sunday, 1 z/ zz 
1:07 a.m. Report of fight 
involving 6-7 males on 
Fourth Street. Parties 
were seen scattering when 
officer arrived. 
10:1'1 a.m. Caller reported 
a patron at the Carnegie 
Library on Friday looking 
at and printing pictures of 
a female appearing to be 
under 18 and dressed and/ 
or posed provocatively. The 
caller had told library staff, 
who said that the material 
was not pornographic 
and therefore did not 
violate their terms of 

use. Later, a library 
arrested employee called Chief 

probable cause. Dodge with information 
Friday, 1z/zo about the patron and the 
12: 11 p.m. Trespass material, stating they 
notices from Montague were concerned due to 
Inn received and entered. the female's questionable 
3:31' p.m. Burglary/ age. The chief advised the 
breaking and entering on staff to call back should 
OldSunderlandRoad;front it happen again so that 
door window smashed 
and rear door found open. 
Report taken. 

an officer can observe the 
pictures and speak with 
the subject. 

shed; Cabot Station; the 
Crocker Building; and 
the side of Aubuchon 
Hardware. Investigated. 
11:37 a.m. Unlocked 
vehicle on Third Street 

entered overnight; GPS 
and personal papers taken. 
6:36 p.m. Following an 
assault m Montague 
Center, a Northfield 
woman was arrested and 
charged with domestic 
assault and battery. 
8:1<1 p.m. Report of two 
vehicle break-ins on L 

Street; radio dock and 
electronic devices stolen. 
11 :28 p.m. Loud noise 
disturbance/ neighbor 
dispute on Fourth Street. 
Mediated issue and advised 
parties of options. 
Tuesday, 1z/z4 
1 :22 a.m. Report of car 
alarms sounding in vicinity 
of previous vehicle break­
ins on L Street. Quiet upon 
arrival. 
1 :1<7 p.m. Report of person 
looking into vehicles in 
Food City parking lot. 
Subject spoken to. 
2: 17 p.m. Vehicle break­
in overnight; two DVD 
players and a book of CDs 
taken from a locked vehicle 
near the Senior Center. 
3:55 p.m. Caller reported 
witnessing a vehicle 
operator throw a brick 
through the rear window 
of a car parked in a Fourth 
Street parking lot. 
Wednesday, u/z5 
2:1<0 p.m. Caller reported 
two dogs wearing 
sweaters running in traffic 
in front of the Wendell 

6: 18 p.m. Officer spoke 
with two males carrying 
skateboards and pushing a 
shopping cart on Seventh 
Street. Parties' car had 
broken down in Food City 
parking lot. 

1:32 p.m. Caller from State Forest. Referred to 

10:33 p.m. Single car motor 
vehicle accident on Walnut 
Street. Party transported 
to hospital; citation issued. 
Saturday, 1z/z1 
6:37 a.m. Investigated 
assault that resulted in 
significant injuries to one 
party. Determined to have 
occurred in Erving. Erving 
PD notified. 
12:20 p.m. Report of kids 
revving up a car without 
a muffier that was driven 
into a snowbank on 

Turners Falls Road and 
causing 

. . excessive noise. 

sllirt sleeve. 

Powertown Apartments 
reported that nearly 200 

morphine pills were stolen 
from her. 
8:01' p.m. Male observed 
spray painting front door 
of Turners Falls Pizza 
House. Report taken. 
Monday, u/zs 
12:52 a.m. Burglar alarm 
at Food City. Possum 
appeared to have tripped 
sensor. Possum encouraged 
to leave area. 
1: 12 a.m. Vandalism (black 
spraypaint) reported/ 
observed at Eagle 
Automotive; on storage 
containers on First 
Street; the side of Ce Ce's 
Restaurant; the front of 
Chick's Auto; the gatehouse 
by the dam; a Parks & Rec 

Shelburne Control. 
8:52 p.m. Burglary/ 
breaking and entering 
on Adams Street in Lake 
Pleasant. 

arrested on two default 
warrants. 
Friday, U/Z'7 

3:20 a.m. Caller from 
Winthrop Street woken by 
someone trying to break 
into house via bedroom 
window. Officer observed 

evidence of attempted 
break-in and pursued 
suspect's trail through 
snow. Suspect identified 
and apprehended; 
transported to hospital for 

see LOG page B4 

"You seem like a likely speci­
men," she said. 

"Mmmmm," said Penelope. 
"Where did I put that?" She patted 
my chest. "Some place snug, I'm 
sm·e." 

said, "I think... I guess, I just need 
a little help getting started. A guide, 
or something. Cuffent openings, that 
sort of thing." She put her hands on my chest 

and delicately tr·aced the contours of 
my pectorals with her nails. 

I spilled a little hot tea on my 
hand, and made a halfheruted at­
tempt to wipe the desktop with my 

She took a turn around the desk, 
casting a swift glru1ce over its shelves 
ru1d cubbyholes. 

I leaned over the com1ter ru1d 

"A guide?" said Penelope, pulling 
up short and suddenly attentive. She 
looked at me and smiled. "Maybe I 
can help you there." 

Continued next week, 
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Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ORECISION 
_L,/ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 
Shocks • Tires • Batteries• Starters 

w Struts • Tune-ups• Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

~ 
McCarthy 
FUNERAL HOME 

IV!IIW,II/CC/1Ttl1y{1111er·,1/h111116.(1IIII 

Smee 1895 

On the Common 
Gree,ifie(,I, Nla~s11clmsetts 

Turners Falls, Massac/wsew 

(413) 774-4808 
john C. Davis 

Director 
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LOG from page B3 
evaluation and 

things in the house 
with a baseball bat. 
Services rendered. 
Monday, iz/30 

truck accident on 
Millers Falls Road. 
Operator of car 
transported to hospital 
and cited for traveling 
at a speed too great for 
road conditions. 
Friday, 1/3 

arrested on a straight 
warrant. 
Saturday, 1z/zs 
1 :1;0 a.m. Caller 
reported that his 
friend, who was 

inebriated, could 
not locate his car on 
Avenue A after a night 
at the bar. Services 
rendered. 

8:1;8 a.m. A New 

Hampshire resident 
called to complain that 
she had purchased a 
miniature pig from a 
Lake Pleasant resident 
via Craigslist, and that 
pig was supposed to be 
a female but turned out 
to be a male. Referred 
caller to her local 

'l;:22 a.m. Call from 
DPW reporting 
abandoned vehicle 
m the middle of 
Old Leverett Road 
preventing plowing. 
Registered owner 
located; claimed he 
didn't realize he was 
parking in a street 
and thought it was 
a driveway. Vehicle 
moved. 

arrested on a default 
warrant. 

was arrested on a 
straight warrant. 
Tuesday, iz/31 

Sunday, 1z/z9 
1:11 p.m. Avenue 
A business owner 
reported that someone 
had defecated m 
the planter outside 
her establishment 
overnight. Services 
rendered. 

5:19 p.m. Report of 
an erratic operator 
driving in the area 
of Central and Park 
Streets. Referred to an 
officer. 

7:07 a.m. Water main 
break on Chester 
Street. TFFD , DPW, 
and Water Department 
advised. 
10:52 a.m. Elderly 
resident found living 
in unsafe conditions 
removed to hospital. 
8:20 p.m. Traffic lights 
malfunctioning at 
Avenue A and Seventh 
Street. DPW notified. 

Wednesday, 1 /1 

6: 19 p.m. Report of 
an out-of-control male 
youth who was upset 
about a Christmas gift 
issue and was breaking 

10:53 p.m. Two calls 
regarding alleged drug 
activity in the areas 
of Four th Street and 
Fifth Street. Referred 
to an officer. 
Thursday, 1/z u 3:21 p.m. Car vs. mail 

NATURE from page B 1 
and the sourness of wood Soffel; 
or to feel a smile spread across our 
face as we pop a wild red strawbeny 
- definitely not forbidden - into our 
mouths. Where we are encouraged 
to remember what it's like to be a 
child again. 

These are but a few examples 
of the kinds of experiences offered 
through a unique, nature-based pro­
gram for women called Her Wild 
Roots, led by two local women: 
Jean Bergstrom from Leverett and 
Kathy Dean from Heath. 

Her Wild Roots is a seven­
month-long program, meeting for 
one full weekend per month, be­
ginning in Feb111a1y 2014. All but 
the last weekend will be held in the 
local area (Leyden and Leverett), 
and will culminate with a four-day 
wilderness canoe trip in the Adiron­
dacks. 

Like a tree deeply rooted in the 
earth, Her Wild Roots has many 
branches stemming from the main 
hunk. The two main branches are 
a Wilderness Branch (bringing our­
selves out into nature), and a Home­
steading Branch (bringing nature 
into our homes). Each weekend, the 
group will engage in a wide variety 
of experiences that will be focused 
on cultivating a deepening connec­
tion to the natural world. 

The Wilderness Branch, for ex­
ample, will include senso1y and 
nature awareness practices, wild ed­
ibles and medicinals, ti·acking and 
animal sign, outdoor camping and 
ti·avel skills, fire building, elements 
of contemporary vision quests and 
more. 

In the Homesteading Branch, 
the group will learn food preserva­
tion skills such as canning and fer­
menting, bread baking, basic cheese 

making, basket making with pine 
needles and birch bark, and more. 

Through it all, each person will 
have time to be in solitude in her 
"sit spot" to experience nature in 
stillness and to reflect on her inter­
nal landscape as it inte1faces with 
the external world. And through 
it all, we will weave together ritu­
als, songs and stories that honor the 
eaith ai1d our relationship with it. 
Our intent is to walk softly, to listen 
deeply and to remember the call of 
the wild. 

Kathy Deai1 and Jean Bergsti·om 
have been friends for 30 years, be­
ginning with the serendipitous dis­
cove1y that they were both planning 
on spending the summer working in 
salmon canneries in Alaska. Both 
graduates of the Outdoor Leader­
ship Program (OLP) in Greenfield, 
MA, they went on to co-teaching 
many outdoor prograins for women, 
and were both, at different periods, 
instiuctors in the OLP. 

They are avid gardeners, put­
ting up much of their own food, and 
continue to go on extended wilder­
ness nips together eve1y year. Jean 
also works as an herbalist and Plant 
Spirit Medicine practitioner in Lev­
erett; Kathy as an Acupunctmist 
and Chinese herbalist in Shelbm11e 
Falls. 

For more info1mation about the 
program, visit www herwildroots. 
com, or call Kathy at (413) 625-
2550 or Jean at (413) 367-2842. 
Space is limited, so contact us soon 
if you are interested in applying, or 
know someone else who might like 
to deepen her connection with na­
ture. 

If you would like to receive our 
monthly newsletters, email them at 

he1wildroots@gmail.com to I~ 
be added to our mailing list. I 
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)l(QXQ)~ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here's the way it was on Janu­

ary 8, 2004: News from The Mon­
tague Reporter's archive. 

Erving: Water 
Shut-Offs Loom 

Bmt Dubay and Andy Tessier 
looked at the list with visible 
disappointment. Twenty-three 
households have failed to pay their 
water bills; together they owe the 
town over $5,000. 

The list of delinquents, and a 
draft shut-off notice, was presented 
to the selectboard by ti·easurer 
Margaret Sullivan at its Monday 
night meeting. 

There are approximately 260 
users of the town drinking water 
system; the violators represent 
almost 10% of the total. 

Montague: Town Hall 
Makes Do With Less 

This year's effo1t to plan to 
level fund or cut an additional 10% 

GARDEN from page B1 
cheny called Sugar Lump. This is a 
German tomato with a heavy yield 
of deep red fruit, a nice accompa­
niment to the orange gold of Sun­
gold. 

Tomato varieties are either De­
te1minate or Indete1minate. Deter­
minate varieties produce their crop 
all at once according to early, mid 
or last season types while Indeter­
minates will continue to vine and 
produce fmit until they ai·e killed 
by frost or disease. 

Because of the vast range of tem­
perature, rain production and length 
of any given garden season in New 
England, we have always chosen to­
matoes of the Indete1minate vaiiety. 

Equally enjoyable are the sweet 
bell peppers and we've selected a 
gommet Rainbow blend which will 
give us a mix of red, orange, yellow 
beauties to enjoy, raw or grilled. 

If we have a good crop, I'll also 
freeze some to use in cooking over 

out ot' each depa1tment 1s takmg 
on an air of hiage planning for the 
victims of a slow-motion disaster. 

"We may have reached the 
point where fmther cuts wil make 
it impossible to deliver basic 
services," said selectboard member 
Allen Ross. 

He suggested it might be wiser 
to eliminate entire depa1tments, 
"such as parks and recreation." 

Legal Questions Cloud 
Cell Tower Hearing 

Questions about lighting, 
shuctural integ1ity and the legal 
statusofadisusedcommunincations 
tower on Locke Hill Road 
dominated a recent hearing of the 
zoning board of appeals. 

AT&T Wireless is seeking a 
special pemit from the board. The 
zoning enforcement officer, Phil 
Delorey, said he believes the tower 
can no longer be considered a pre­
existing non-conforming use, as 
it has not been in use for many 

the next winter. 
Although our favo1ite onion is 

not a storing va1iety, Ailsa Craig 
produces a large, white fiuit which 
is sweet even when eaten raw. 

Believe it or not, when we retmn 
from our ti·avels south of the bor­
der at the end of Feb111a1y, it will 
be time to strut tomatoes, peppers 
and onions in tiny seed beds in the 
sumoom in preparation for planting 
later. 

We can set out the onions as soon 
as the ground thaws in Mai·ch, so 
we'll be a bit behind on them. Tra­
ditionally the tomatoes go out Me­
m01ial Day weekend followed by 
the peppers in mid-June. 

But more on that later. Right 
now it's sufficient to write out a pa­
per seed order or place one online. 
Of course, all of this see1ns hard to 
believe in after our last snowfalls. 

Still, if you're a gardener too, 
you ai·e well aware that in general 
we ai·e an optimistic lot. For what 

years. 

No Room at 
Homeless Shelter 

When the homeless shelter 
opened on Faffen Avenue in 
December of 1992, many, including 
neighbors, questioned whether 
there was a local need for it. 

However, according to the 
shelter's director, Steve Karpovich, 
it has expe1ienced an increased 
demand in the last two and a 
half years, with the majority of 
homeless coming from Franklin 
County, predominately Greenfield 
and Montague. 

Editorial: Change 
The Name 

Calling the spo1ts teams Indians 
in a town founded on the site of 
the massacre of Native Americans 
is a disgrace. Calling them the 
Turners Falls Indians compounds 
the injmy ... 

else is there to be but hopeful since 
gardening is ever a challenge with 
Mother Nature mostly in charge. 

But we New Englanders are a 
hearty people. We've had to be from 
the ve1y beginning and despite all of 
the fancified growing stock, disease 
conti·ols and elaborate tools, it's still 
man against or often (we hope) to­
gether with the world of nature. 

It's hard to explain to anyone not 
so addicted, but even if all crops fail 
this year, we'll be out hying again 
the next. We know we could just 
diive to the store to purchase our 
food, but we don't want to. 

We love the challenge as much 
as we love the m1paralled taste of 
freshly grown food picked at the 
peak of ripeness. Smile at us if you 
will, but be indulgent. Some of our 
best will perhaps grace your table. 

With sp1ing in mind, spread the 
optimism ai1d above all, happy gar­
dening! u 

SHEA from page B 1 
and company were enlisted to back a 
New Renaissance Players production 
of"Alice" at the theater last Feb111a1y. 

Hales loved setting Call'oll's wacko 
poems to music, so much so that he 
continued the project after the play, and 
went to work on releasing the mate1ial 
on CD as a concept album. 

He, too, b1ings a broad ensemble 
Friday, as well as a light show, video 
productions, and members of the New 
Renaissance Players, whom he has pre­
sumably kept locked in his garage in 
the intervening eleven months in full 
costume to se1ve as his muse. They will 
be reprising scenes from the play. 

The frost heaves., playing in the clouds during last February's 
eight-night run of Alice in Wonderland at the historic theater. 

Those interested in rom1ding out 
the multimedia bombai·dment with 
a beer or two won't have to sneak it 
in the parking lot, either, as a special 
one-nigl1t pennit was granted by the 
Town of Montague, and Lefty's Brew­
ing Company of Greenfield will be on 

Friday's show starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance, and $15 the day of 
the show; children 12 and under are $5. Advance tickets can be purchased at 

frostheavesinwonderland.br0111npapertickets.com. Dreaming for Hours and 
Contrariwise 1vill be available at the sho111 on CD: $6 each, or $10 for both. 

hand to serve. 
How di·eadfully savage! u 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

fUn1<·s~un 
fUN. fUNf<Y. fUN(JIONflL 

Custom: Sewil)~, CJpl)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~.l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder - Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

WANTED: 

Kawasaki 
3· and 4-Cylinder Motorcycles 

1969 TO 1976 
In Any Condition 

Call Joe 
(978) 760-50i/2 
(508) 1./81-3397 

,JJit,TiOqi/i.-z· 
Si«u f(JfO 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 



JANUARY 9, 2014 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER B5 

ENERGY from page B 1 the doors to other areas. 
If you have hot water radiators, 

however, make sure that your 
basement is well air sealed and 
insulated and that the heat circulates 
enough during extremely cold 
weather to prevent the pipes from 
freezing. 

* If you're heating the 
downstairs, tiy closing the door to 
the stairs, preventing the heat from 
traveling quickly upstairs. If you 
don't have a door at the stairway, 
you might consider installing a 
cmtain during the winter at the 
base of the stairs. 

a home, from the stack effect (see 
illustration). 

* Close your blinds, shades, 
cmtains, especially at night when 
it's cold. Even the best windows 
lose a good deal of heat. 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT POLICE LOG 

Complaints Concerning Hunters 

Here are a few other tips for 
keeping warm and helping to keep 
your energy bills lower during this 
chilly winter: 

* If you have space heating 
such as a woodstove, pellet stove, 
or propane heater, or zoned heating, 
you can waim up only the space in 
which you're hanging out, and close 

* Make sure your windows ai·e 
locked closed, to prevent drafts 
from cracks in windows. This is 
easy and ve1y effective and free 

* Weatherstrip attic access 
hatches and doors and install a 
doorsweep on attic doors. Air 
losses to and through the attic space 
ai·e the main drivers of heat loss in 

* Layer up: put on long undies 
and get out your heavy sweater. 
(Okay, maybe that's too obvious, 
but I find that it's easy not to put 
those extra layers on and instead 
tum up the heat. A layer of long 
unde1wear does wonders for feeling 
more comfo1table in the coldest of 
weather.) 

* Finally, don't forget: 
my favorite: drink hot l~!!II 
chocolate. I" 

Monday, u/2 
1:30 p.m. North Leverett Road resi­
dent reported three orange property 
market pins stolen sometime during 
the previous week. Report taken. 
Tuesday, 12/10 

1:52 p.m. Motor vehicle accident on 
Cave Hill Road. 

squirrel, went off the road, struck 
an embankment and rolled over. 
Transported to Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital by Amherst Fire Depart­
ment, for non-life-threatening inju­
nes. 

Sunday, a/15 
1;:45 p.m. Operator reported a minor 
vehicle accident on North Leverett 
Road. Determined to have occurred 
in Montague. Montague PD ad­
vised. 
Monday, tz/16 

10:07 a.m. Teawaddle Hill Road res­
ident reported that on December 11, 
a hunter shot her son's puppy in the 
wood near her home. The dog was 
taken to the vet and survived sur­
gery. Hunter's identity is unknown. 
Thursday, U/19 

10:27 a.m. Chestnut Hill Road resi­
dent reported that someone may 
have attempted to steal his snow­
blower from his garage the previous 
day, taking instead the ignition key. 
Friday, u/20 

8:30 a.m. 2-car motor vehicle acci­
dent on Dudleyville Road. 

lost control on 
ice and struck 
-who was traveling in 
the opposite direction. No injuries, 

and no tows. 
Tuesday, u/24 
11: 17 a.m. Leverett Post Office re­
ported a male subject there causing 
a disturbance. Gone upon arrival. 
Officer located the man on Depot 
Road. Subject was upset his driver's 
license had not yet been delivered. 
Officer advised subject to refrain 
from causing a disturbance at the 
post office. 
Thursday, tz/26 

10 a.m. Leverett Post Office report­
ed the same male had returned and 
was giving the clerk a hard time. 
Gone upon arrival. Attempts to lo­
cate man were unsuccessful. 
Monday, a/so 
9:30 a.m. Officer advised group 
of hunters they may be too close 
to houses in the Hemenway Road 
area. 
10 a.m. Post Office reported the 
same male returned and was upset 
about his mail still not having ar­
rived. Gone upon arrival. Post office 
advised on trespass order proce­
dures. 
12:30 p.m. Mass. Environmen­
tal Police reported a complaint of 
shooting too close to a Hemenway 
Road home. Landowner discovered 
a dead deer within 500 feet of his 
home. Mass. EP questioned a group 
of hunters. 
2:30 p.m. Jackson Hill Road resident 
reported that she heard someone at­
tempt to open the door to the home 
she was working in. Officers found 
nothing; took report. 

Bring your ears, love of poetry, and 
appetites for an enjoyable evening of 
poetry to benefit the Montague 
Reporter and provide a warm respite 
for the body and soul. 

SAWMILL RIVER 1 OK RUN RESULTS 
Montague Parlfs & Recreation Dept. 

January 1, 2014 

$3-10 sliding scale 
Door prize raffle 
5 min Open Mic Slots 

Montague Parks & Recreation 
hosted their Annual Sawmill Riv­
er lOK Run in Montague Center 
on Wednesday, January 1. 

Jesse Regnier of Northamp­
ton was the overall winner with 
a time of 34:55, and Apryl Saba­
dosa of Westfield was the fe­
male winner with a final time of 
40:15. 

Guest and Featured Readers including: 

One hundred and sixty-three 
runners braved the chilly tem­
peratures to participate in this 
New Year's tradition. Jess Mynes, Patricia Pruitt, Lea Banks, 

Paul Richmond and more! Results by Division 

10 percent of bar proceeds also benefit the MR Youth Division (Ages 18 & 
Under) - Male; Charlie Hale of 
Florence, MA (36:48), No fe­
male entry; 

BUS from pg. A1 
of two Regional Transit Authorities 
at the same time. 

She added, "We never said we 
wouldn't be interested in holding a 
discussion with Leverett, as long as 
PVTA was also at the table. We'd 
be happy to discuss it." But, she 
added, "I don't see what they are 
entitled to for services." 

The Leverett selectboard 
maintains that, since the majority 
of revenue for regional ti·ansit 
authorities derives from federal and 
state taxpayers, the town should 
at least be consulted about the 
termination of a fixed-route bus line 
through its borders, if not invited 
to pa1ticipate in discussions about 
options for that route. 

Cote said Leverett residents 
"technically" do not have the right 
to even flag down the bus and pay 
the fare as it travels along Route 
63, although she said her authority 
would not prevent a bus driver from 
stopping to pick up such a fare. 

Asked what statutes she relied 
on in stating that a town cannot be 
a member of two regional ti·ansit 
authorities at the same time, Cote 
answered, "Mass General Laws 
161B." 

MGL 161B is a lengthy piece 
of legislation. One section of it, 
Section 6, grants various powers 
to Regional Transit Authorities. 
including the following G), which, 
though it does not explicitly 
contradict Cote's statement, at least 
indicates other options: 

"to provide mass transportation 
service under a c011ti·act in areas 
outside the area constituting 
the authority but only pursuant 
to an agreement with another 
transpo1tation authority or 
transpo1tation area or a municipality 
for service between the ai·ea of the 
authority and that of such other 
authority, ai·ea or municipality, 
where no private company is 
othe1wise providing such service." 

Cote's letter of December 19 
indicated, with the notation "cc:", 
that it had been fo1warded to various 
officials, including to the office of 
Representative Steve Kulik, where 
legislative aide Paul Dunphy said 
on January 8 he had not yet received 
a copy of her letter. 

Dunphy said he would make 
inquiries with the Massachusetts 
Depaitment of Transpo1tation for 
their reading of 161-B, to asce1tain 
whether a town like Leverett could 
not, in fact, join two regional 
transpo1tation authorities at the 
saine time. 

Selectboard member Julie 
Shively called for a survey of town 
residents to help dete1mine how 
many would take advantage of 
fixed-route bus service, presumably 
if a bus route ran at regular times 
with a reasonable fare. 

Other Business 
In other news, the selectboard 

granted a raise from $16.58 to 
$17.58 for Lany Williams, at the 
highway depaitment, in recognition 

of the fact that he had, in depaitment cmTently prohibited. 
supervisor Will Stratford's words, The town hopes to use the 
"demonsti·ated his mechanical majority ofits Depaitment ofEnergy 
ability repairing and servicing the Resources Green Communities 
highway, police, and fire depaitment grant to install a solai· anay near the 
tiucks and equipment." safety complex and the elementaiy 

They held off on Stratford's school, to help provide electi·icity 
other recommendation, to raise to at least one of those buildings. 
Silas Ball's pay by a dollar an hour The project is on hold until town 
to $20.39, pending a discussion meeting acts on the zoning change, 
with Stratford about that request. which has been approved by the 

In a letter to the board, Stratford planning boai·d. 
said Ball has "leained the role of Finally, the selectboard went 
foreman, taking on the additional into executive session to discuss 
responsibilities competently." litigation conceming Siemens 

Sti·atford maintained the town Building Technologies' 2011 
could afford both raises, at least heating upgrades to town hall. 
within the cmTent fiscal year, Thisfollowsasmokymalfunction 
within the bounds of the highway in the second-floor furnace that 
depaitment's cunent budget. set off a fire alarm in the building 

The board reappointed Clay at about midnight on New Year's 
Delano as a pait time officer in Eve, and resulted in a mild case 
the police depaitment, at the of carbon monoxide poisoning for 
request of Gary Billings. Delano one dedicated employee - DeeAnn 
has recently moved back to town. Civello - whose way of welcoming 
The appointment will bring the in the New Year was to remain at 
complement of active pa1t time her desk at town hall, processing 
officers to five. tax returns, until cai·bon monoxide 

The special town meeting, fumes neai·ly overcaine her at about 
canceled in late December due 1 in the morning. 
to snowy conditions, has been By thattime, Leverett firefighters 
adjoumed and rescheduled for had been awoken and rushed to 
Tuesday, Janua1y 14, at 7 p.m. at the scene, along with building 
the elementary school. maintenance manager John 

Topping the agenda is a Kuczek, who repo1ted, "You could 
proposed change to the town's immediately smell carbon smoke," 
solai· bylaw, which would allow for upon entering the building. 
the construction of a pole-mounted The emergency responders 
photovoltaic array on town-owned dete1mined the source of the smoke 
land in the village residential and carbon monoxide was the 
district, where such anays are furnace, installed factory direct 

Open Division (Ages 19-39) -
Female; Sabadosa ( 40: 15), Men; 
Regnier (34:55), 
Master Division (Ages 40-49) 
- Female; Elizabeth Bond of 
Phillipston ( 44: 11), Male; Nick 
Hopley of Amherst (38:46), 
Senior Division (Ages 50-59) 
- Female; Kathy McCarthy of 
Agawam (48:58), Male; Steve 
Power of Bernardston (40:19), 
Senior + Division (60 & Up) 
- Female; Joan LaPiene of Shel­
burne Falls (49:13), Male; Rich­
ard Larsen of Shelburne Falls 
(38:42). 

Proceeds from the event ben­
efit MPRD's Sponsor-A-Child 
Scholarship Program. 

from Adams Manufacturing, based 
in Cleveland, Ohio, three years ago 
under c011ti·act from Siemens. 

Since that time, town 
adininisti·ator Margie McGinnis 
said, the two new fuel-efficient 
fumaces at town hall have been 
efficiently saving the town money 
on fuel - mostly by failing to 
provide heat at all. 

"Two months," since the last 
incident, "has been the longest 
we've gone without a service call," 
said McGinnis, on Tuesday. 

Two years ago, Kuczek said, one 
of the new furnaces malfunctioned, 
burning out the wiring in the control 
panel, at which point the wiring for 
both fumaces was replaced. 

"The previous problems with 
the new heating system," said 
adininistrative assessor Stephen 
Schmidt, "when it just failed to 
work, were a nuisance and an 
annoyance, but the latest incident 
raises the concem by several levels 
of magnitude." 

Schmidt said that not only could 
the building have bumed down as a 
result of the latest malfunction, but 
an unsuspecting employee could 
have died from CO poisoning even 
without a lai·ger conflagration. 

The carbon monoxide detector 
on the second floor of town hall had 
been at the end of its useful life span, 
on New Yeai·'s Eve, said Kuczek, 
and has since been replaced. 

Schmidt said the new furnaces 
should be replaced as well. II 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLL TRIMESTER 1 

SOPHOMORES: 
SENIORS: 

1-IlGH HONORS 
Bergquist, Kyle 
Hutchinson, 

JUNIORS: 

Clarisse 1-IlGH HONORS 
Lingwall, Julia Baraban Aleksandr 
Patel, Boski Blake nevor 
swenson, Zachary cob~ Mackenzie 
Tetreault, Ashley Kendri~k Amelia 
W!1lls, Austin Koshinsky, Kathryn 

1-IlGH HONORS 
Churchill, Kaitlin 
Durant, Jeremy 
Easton, Steven 
Valeski, Teagan 

HONORS 
Adams, Fallyn 
Baranoski, 
Matthew 

Baranoski, 

FRESHMEN: 

l-IlGH HONORS 
Barrett, Alexis 
cairns, catilyn 
Donovan, Seth 
Gould, COiin 

Wing, Shannon Koshinsky, Sarah 

HONORS 
Daignault, Dale 
Dussault, Madison 
Edwards, Alyssa 
Harwood, Tyler 
Johnson, Heather 
Laffey, Kyle 
La.Flamme, 

Tarbox, Brandan 
Washington, 
Zaviere 

Wetherby, Ronald 
Williams, Jenna 
Zilinski, Charles 

Nicholas 
Barcomb, James 
Barker, Zachary 
Blais, Meagan 
Boston, Jonathan 
Boudah, Brandon 
Burden, Thomas 

Gradie, Morgan 
Hall, Jordyn 
Hudson, Hayley 
Nimtz, Jared 
Osowski, Daisy 
Shearer, Rachel 
Sheperd, Katherine 
Smith, Hunter 
Williams, Chad 

HONORS 
Burdick, Austin 
Burnett, Alix 

Barton, Abigail 
Bernard, Marley 
Chamutka, Thomas 
cushing, Loreena 
Dean, Erica 

HONORS 
COion, Briar-Rose 

Michael 

. . . cross, Ivy 
Baraschenski, Lillian DeAngelis, Kyie 
campbell, Sarah Dodge, Lydia 
carleton, Stephen Dow Mason 
carlo, casondra Goodwin Jr., 
Desreuisseau, Andrew 

Manners, Jacob 
McKay, Dylan 
Menko, Joseph 
Meuse, Brooke 
lYiiller, Nicole 
Modica, Scott 
Noyes.Miranda 
Park, Brittany 
Peters, Tyler 
Rawls, Jonathan 
Rock, Tyler 
Royer, Kayla 
Russin, Dean 
Shepherd, 

Amber Houle Tala 
Edwards, Cheyenne Howe's Victoria 
Emery, Mackenzie Jamies~n. Emily 

Decker, Ry-Ann 
Demers, Shayla 
Devlin, Emmaline 
FUess, Jacob 
Gullage, Michael 
Hackett, Jenna 
Harris, cassandra 
Howard, Ryan 
Huber-Browning, Felix, Austin Johnson, cody 

Hansen, Lance Klerowski, Aubrey Whitney 
Hubert, Robert Lowell, Hailey 
Krejmas III, Peter Ludwig, Anthony 

Hughes, Khylar 
James, Jacob 
Johnson, Claire 
Johnson, Levi 
McCrory, Megan 
Milton, Caileb 

La.Flamme, Elaina Mailloux, Lindsey 
Leh, Kevin Mailloux, Mitchell 
Macconnell, Maselli, Emily 
Jacqueline McDonough, 

Malooty, Amber Destiny Nye, Dakota Coleman 
Shippee, Kyle 
Smith, Andrew 
Tan, Samantha 
Valeski, Nichole 
Vasquez-Wright, 

l\tiillane, Tyler McLellan, Dominic Perras, Chelsea 
Phelps, Alexandria 
Piescik, seth 

Mogelinski, Olivia Mitchell, corey 
Moore, Aaron Momaney, 
Pedercini, Mark Timothy 
Powers, Kyle Monahan, Joel 

Rinaldi, Robert 
Rogers, Dylan 

Anna 
Vatalaro, Melissa 
Wawrzyniak, Kyle 
Williams, Kurtis 
(Seniors COn't) 
Williams, Shelbi 
Wyman, Justin 

Richotte, Jasmine Rogalski, Nicole 
Rose, Joshua 
Saladino, Dylan 
Terrill, Emily 
VanJura, Steven 
waterman, Nicholas 
Wheeler, Nathanial 
Williams, Dustin 

Rovatti, A very Russell, sean 
Roy, Gabrielle Scopa, Samantha 
Shaida, cassidy Sykes, James 

Tarbox, COiton 
Thompson, Justin 
Vorce, Gabriel 
Willis, Mallory 

GCTV To Air Program On Tourette 
Syndrome and Associated Conditions 

In the Fall of 2012, Greenfield 
Community Television (GCTV) 
was awarded a grant by the 
Brad Cohen Tourette Foundation 
(BCTF) of Roswell, Georgia. The 
grant, written by Gany L. Earles, 
M.S.W., L.I.C.S.W. was used to 
develop, present, film and pro­
duce a DVD of a 2 ½-hour infor­
mational and educational program 
on Tourette Syndrome and co-oc­
cun-ing conditions. 

Local sponsor donations from 
Bete Fog Nozzle, Inc., the Com­
munity Health Center of Franklin 
County, Greenfield Savings Bank, 
Staples of Greenfield and The 
Paitnership for Youth (a program 
of the Franklin Regional Collll cil 
of Governments) as well as in­
dividuals, augmented the BCTF 
grant and ensured the success of 
the project. 

The 2 ½-hour program was 
presented and filmed at the end of 
last April in front of a live GCTV 
studio audience of clinical and 
educational persollllel as well as 
those concerned about and ca1111g 
for, youth with Tourette. The edit­
ing of the film was recently com­
pleted and the DVD is now avail­
able. The final component of this 
extensive project is to broadcast 
the program on GCTV. 

Accordingly, the program will 
be shown in its entirety on GCTV 
(Comcast challllel 15) on Friday, 
Janua1y 24 from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
and again on Saturday, January 25 
from I :30 to 4 p.m. 

Tourette Syndrome (TS), first 
described in the literature in 1884 
by Gilles de la Tourette, a French 
physician, is a neuro-psychiatric 
condition usually identified by its 
involuntaiy tics. 

Despite its historical origins, 
TS is still much misunderstood 
and myths abound. While com­
monly thought to be p1111cipally a 
tic disorder, many other psychiat­
ric conditions are folllld to cluster 
arolllld Tourette. It is not Ullusual, 
therefore, for those with TS, to 
also be challenged by ADHD, 
OCD, mood fluctuations, leaining 
disabilities and senso1y integra­
tion issues. 

Mr. Cohen's life, challenged 
since childhood by Tourette Syn­
drome, was depicted in the 2008 
Hallmark Hall of Fame Movie, 
Front of The Class, adapted from 
Mr. Cohen's book, Front of the 
Class: How Tourette Syndrome 
Made Me the Teacher I Never 
Had. 

James Wolk po1trayed Mr. Co­
hen. Treat Williams and Patricia 
Heaton played his pai·ents. 

Due to his hard work and per­
severance, Mr. Cohen was nained 
the Sallie May First Class El­
ementary Teacher by the State of 
Georgia in 1997, his first year as 
a teacher. 

Like Mr. Cohen, Tourette and 
its multitude of co-occm1111g con­
ditions, also challenges project 
coordinator and program pre­
senter, Mr. Earles, a licensed in-

dependent clinical social worker. 
Known nationally as a trainer, 
speaker and consultant in child 
and adolescent mental health, Mr. 
Eat'les designed and developed the 
PowerPoint based program over 
several months in preparation for 
the April presentation. 

The project is pa1t of an on-go­
ing effo1t by Mr. Eat'les to pro­
duce and air infonnative shows 
on GCTV for clinicians, educators 
and the general public about the 
challenges faced by children and 
adolescents with vai·ious mental 
health conditions. 

He has been ably assisted in 
that endeavor by Scott MacPher­
son, GCTV station manager, 
Drew Hutchison of Local Bias 
Productions and KC Scott, host of 
the GCTV show, Come To Think 
Oflt, all of whom did their part to 
make this project a reality. 

As pa1t of the effort to make 
the Tourette program available 
locally, plans are in the works 
to donate a copy of the DVD to 
the Greenfield Public Libra1y on 
behalf of all the sponsors. An 
evening event at the libraiy on 
Tourette and other child and ado­
lescent mental health conditions 
and accompanying issues is in the 
process of being scheduled for 
later this winter. 

To request more info1mation 
or to obtain a copy of the DVD, 
please contact Mr. Earles at ( 413) 
863-4128, or email him at gany@ 
ganyearles.com. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Driving Hazards Abound 
Friday, 12/27 

3:30 a.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with 
attempted breaking & 
entering at Winthrop 
Street residence m 
Millers Falls. 

9:15 a.m. Alarm 
at French King 
Restaurant. Same 
secure. 

1:15 a.m. Alarm on 
North Street. Same 
secure. 
5:30p.m. Assisted Gill 
PD with domestic 
disturbance on South 
Mountain Road. 
6:15 p.m. Arrested .,.. 

, for court 
warrant. 

Saturday, 12/28 

9:45 p.m. Report of 

male standing in 
center of French 
King Bridge. Located 
same. Was taking 
pictures of the stars. 
Moved along. 

Tuesday, 12/31 

12:50 p.m. Report 
of fire in area of 
cell tower on Route 
2. Was in Wendell; 
Wendell PD advised. 
1 p.m. Report of 
disabled motor 
vehicle in roadway 
on Route 2. Gone on 
arrival. 
2:30 p.m. Disabled 
motor vehicle, Route 
2 by the paper mill. 
Had own tow en 
route. 

Wednesday, 1/1 
12:30 a.m. Alarm at 
Accurate Automotive. 

Building secure. 

Thursday, 1/2 

1 :35 p.m. Report of 
one-car crash on 
Route 63. Gone upon 
arrival. 

Saturday, 1/4 

2:10 p.m. Three-car 
motor vehicle crash 
at Northfield Road 
and Semb Drive. 
Report taken. 
3:10 p.m. Two-car 
motor vehicle crash 
at Prospect Street. 
Report taken. 
4:30 p.m. Noise 
complaint at Forest 
Street residence. 
Report taken. 
Sunday, 1/5 
6: 1 o p.m. Assisted Gill 
PD with unwanted 
subject on River Road 
in Gill. 

Cold Weather Brings Potential 
Dangers: Three Steps 
for Seniors to Stay Safe 

With dangerously cold 
temperatures in the forecast, 
Home Instead Senior Care says 
now is the time for seniors and 
their loved ones to bmsh up on 
cold weather safety tips. 

"Winter can be a difficult time, 
as the harsh conditions especially 
impact seniors," said Jeff Huber, 
president of Home Instead, Inc. 
"We want to make sure seniors 
and their loved ones are aware 
of simple ways they can stay 
safe and waim throughout the 
season." 

adjusted in the night. 
• Dress in layers of loose fitting 
clothing. If you go outside, make 
sure your head is covered. 

Preventing Falls 
Every year, more than 1.6 

million seniors end up in the 
emergency room because of a fall. 
With icy conditions, the chances 
of falling are even greater. 

• Take a couple minutes per day 
and stretch your limbs in order to 
loosen muscles. 

Stay Warm • Stayinside-makeanangements 
Those over the age of 65 for someone to shovel and 

account for nearly half of all salt driveways and walkways. 
hypothermia deaths. As the body Professional caregivers can assist 
ages, the ability to maintain a with to-do items, such as bringing 
normal internal body temperature in the mail and/or picking up 
decreases, creating an insensitivity groceries. 
to moderately cold temperatures. • Wear shoes or boots with a non-

Seniors may not realize they skid sole. 
are putting themselves at risk until • Have handrails installed on 
symptoms appear. Symptoms of outside walls for frequently used 
hypothermia include: shivering, walkways. 
exhaustion, confusion, fumbling • If you use a cane or walker, 
hands, memo1y loss, sluned check the mbber tips to make 
speech and drowsiness. sure they are not worn smooth. 

If symptoms are present, 
immediate medical attention is Build a Network 
necessary. 

The leading reason for 
hypothermia in the elderly is due 
to poorly heated homes, which 
is entirely preventable. Follow 
these simple tips to ensure a wann 
household: 

Keep the thennostat at 65 
degrees, at least. Consistently 
check it to make sure your home 
is sufficiently warm. Even as 
heating costs rise, your safety 
should be a priority. 
• Put a carbon monoxide detector 
near where you sleep. 
• Ensure that there is adequate 

Winter weather can take a toll 
on everyone, especially seniors. 
Seasonal affective disorder 
(SAD) can occur in seniors and 
impact their emotional health. 

Some signs to watch for with 
SAD include: a loss of energy, 
an increased appetite and an 
enhanced feeling of lethargy 
and tiredness. If symptoms are 
present, talk to your medical 
provider about treatment options. 

Additionally, winter stonns 
can be unpredictable. It is 
impo1tant to be prepared in case 
of an emergency. 

insulation, and check and • Stay in touch in with family, 
clean the fireplace and furnace. friends and neighbors. Schedule 
Furnace filters should be replaced phone calls, or enlist the help of a 
monthly. professional caregiver to come in 

Minimize drafts by filling for an hour a week. 
old socks with sand and using • Make anangements for 
them in drafty windowsills and assistance in case of a blizzard 
door jams. Weather-strip around or power outage. Keep important 
windows and doors. Keep doors numbers in an emergency kit, 
to unused rooms closed and close along with non-perishable foods, 
cmtains at night. water and medications. 
• Add an extra blanket to the bed • Be familiar with your local 
and warm the bed in advance resources. Visit www.ready.gov/ 
with a hot water bottle. Never seniors, www.noaa.gov or www. 
use an electric blanket - it may redcross.org for more info1mation 
be difficult to operate the controls about cold weather. 
if the temperature needs to be 



JANUARY 9, 2013 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT day Morning Music Party, join us 
for free pancakes, an episode 
of Pee Wee's Playhouse, and 
a dance party courtesy of DJ 
Youthelectronix, 10 a.m. 

ONGOING: 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition­
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 
EVERY TUESDAY 
The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 
Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok­
er tournament, with cash prizes. 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11 :30 a.m. 
EVERY THURSDAY 
Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
and Laurie Davidson. Children 
and their caregivers are invited. 
10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Open Mic with Dan, Kip, 
and Schultzy from Curly Fin­
gers Dupree Band. 8:30 to 11 :30 
p.m. 
EVERY FRIDAY 
Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John­
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

ART SHOWS: 
Augusta Savage Gallery, UMass, 
Amherst: Jose Tonito Rodri­
guez: lnkterventions on display 
through February 14th. 
Hampden Gallery, UMass, Am­
herst: Form and Content curated 
by Jennifer Tibbetts on display 
Jan 26 to February 14. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito, 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Doug Plavin and Tommy Boyn­
ton, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Carolyn Walk.er, Lisa Marie 
Ellingsen, Lexi Weege, Jennie 
Backstrom, 8 p.m. 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest, Sheffield Elementary 
School, Turners Falls. Participa­
tion is free, for boys & girls ages 
10 - 14 yrs. Walk-in registra­
tions, 1 to 3 p.m. 

Green Fields Market, Green­
field: Give Native Pollinators A 
Chance, talk by Tom Sullivan on 
why wild bees are critical to our 
food supply and bio-diversity, 
1 :30 p.m. www.pollinatorswel­
come.com 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Regulars - Art reception and 
dance pary, 7 p.m. 

Michael Nix pe1farms on an instrument he designed called the Banjm; a 
seven string instrument that combines elements of the classic five string banjo 
and the classical guita,: Repe1toire includes original composition, JaZXJ mg­
time, Irish and folk tunes as tvell as Renaissance and Baroque lute dances. 
Great Falls Coffeehouse on Fridqy, January 10, 7 p.m. The museum and 

store tJJill be open at intermission and re_ft-eshments 1vill be availible. 
vSuggested donations ($6-$12) in support of programming at The Great 

Falls Discovery Cente1; 2 Avenue A. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Frost Heaves in Wonderland 
A CD release extravaganza, 7 
p.m. 

Great Falls Coffee House, Dis­
covery Center, Turners Falls: 
Michael Nix Michael on the Ban­
jar, $, 7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. Great desserts, coffee & 
tea. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band, 
Americana-anal 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Jessica Smucker, pop, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett 
Anderson, renegade blues, 9 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 

Greenfield Savings Bank, Turn­
ers Falls: Healthy Start to the 
New Year. Body Balance and 
The Metabolism Boosting Kit, 
presented by Colleen Campbell, 
10:30 to 11 :30 a.m. Call for res­
ervation. 

Flywheel, Easthampton: Satur-

Arts Block, Greenfield: The Hap­
pier Valley Comedy Show with 
The Ha-Ha's, $, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Mark 
Nomad Band, highly dance­
able mix of blues and funk, 9 
p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: AfterGlo, current and clas­
sic hits, $, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow:S 
Rebellion, Steve Crow, Pe­
ter Kim and Joe Fitzpatrick, 
warped Americana, 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Nick:S Sweet '80s Movie: BIG, 
9p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Nora & Martha :S Open Mic, 8 
p.m. with 7:30 sign-up. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 

Northfield Mtn Rec Area, 
Northfield: William Dean, au­
thor, amateur photographer, and 
nature enthusiast for an amaz­
ing look at the Barton Cove ea­
gle nest during the 2013 breed­
ing season, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, 
Shout Lulu, 
band, 8 p.m. 

Tmners Falls: 
Southern string 

The Art Garden, Shelburne 
Falls: Art For A Change, drop­
in time for creating art, 6 to 9 
p.m. continues Feb. 12, April 9, 
and May 7. www.theartgarden. 
org, 

THURSDA~JANUARY16 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Open Mic Night, hosted 
by Pamela Means, 7 p.m. 

The Loft at the Clarion Hotel, 
N01thampton: Freedom Song 
A Concert in Honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. & Nelson Man­
dela with Moonlight & Morn­
ing Star and the Chaim Broth­
ers, special guests, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Tmners Falls: 
Half Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault Trio, Acoustic Rock 
with Sturgis Cunningham & 
Klondike Koehler, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: McCabe & Mrs. Miller, 
1971, color rated R. Julie Chris­
tie & Warren Beatty, $, 7:30 
p.m .. Music before the movie, 
Mohawk High School Select 
Chorus, eclectic mix, 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Tmners Falls: 
Patty Carpenter, jazz/blues sin­
gin', 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Pistoleros, 
outlaw country, 9 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne 
Falls: Fancy Trash, indie folk 
rock, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

Montague Community Hall, 
Montague Center: Gender Role 
Free Contra Dance, $, 7 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: McCabe & Mrs. Miller, 
1971, color rated R. Julie Chris­
tie & Warren Beatty, $, 7:30 
p.m .. Music before the movie, 
Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band, 
jazz, blues, countiy, 7 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffee­
house, Wendell: Livingston 
Taylor, $, 8 p.m. with open mic 
at 7:30 p.m. Benefit for the Or­
ange Friends of the Library. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Impulse 
Ensemble creates an earthy fu-

B7 

sion of World Music, jazz and 
spoken word,$, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eva Cap­
pelli & The Watershops, Bluesy 
Eclectic Rock made for dancin, 
9p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rock It Queer with DJ Just 
Joan,$, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Shel­
don - Up Close & Personal, 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

Flywheel, Easthampton: Mal 
Devisa, amazing solo vocal­
ist from Who'd A Funk It with 
looped beats, sounds, noise and 
rhythm, 8 p.m. 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

(413) 863-9576 

1>~~ 
-~ EVERY 

SUNDAY 

THURS. 1 /9 8pm FREE 
Carolyn Walker. Lisa Marie 

Ellingsen, Lexi Weege, 
Jennie Backstrom 

FRI 1/10 8pm FREE 
UNCLE HAL'S CRABGRASS BAND 

(Americana-anal 

SAT. 1/11 7pm 
Art Opening: "Regulars'' 

SUN. 1112 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

~ 

~et: 
i 8 THIRD STREET 
TURIIERS FALLS, M• 
RENDEZVOIISTFM&.C_,.,. 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwind.s school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863·0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
RemodeHng Contractor 

BluM1 CellulosP lnsul,H'iOn • Airsealing • P.nergy Audits 
RPpl"cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home R~p;,irs • Spr.:ty !'<um Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

~issance IB~ilders 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1olibsrtt111odeli1ig@g11inil,co111 

Qgalitp, Creftsmanship, ©riginal Gfiw11ght 

www.reubuHd.net 
863-8316 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 'T 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 



B8 THE MONTAGUE REPORTER JANUARY 9, 2014 

Montague s John Landino, artist and performer extraordinaire, hobnobs with RiverCulture Director Suzanne LoManto (l) at the Rendezvous 
in Turners Falls. For the last three years, on the last Monday of each month, Landino has hosted his eclectic and vibrant "DadaDino" 

open mic series at the Voo. He is now turning over his magic baton to Joe T the Clown (r) beginning in January. Joe promises 
to continue the mix of madcap antics and serious performance that have become Dada Dinos trademark 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

A Hazard? We Always Thought That Was Called A Mule. 
Monday, 12/9 

12:50 p.m. Motor ve­
hicle accident on Main 
road due to road condi­
tions. No injuries. 
Tuesday, 12/10 

7:30 a.m. Property 
from breaking & en­
tering on Boyle Road 
located at Food City in 
Montague. 
Wednesday, 12/11 

9:20 a.m. Fire alarm at 
Northfield Mount Her­
mon. 
1: 15 p.m. Suspicious 
truck parked on Hoe 
Shop Road. Checked 
out OK. 
Thursday, 12/ lZ 

8:08 a.m. Medical 
emergency on West 
Gill Road. Resident 
transported via ambu­
lance. 
Friday, 1 z/ 13 

12: 19 p.m. Located 
suspicious vehicle on 

Franklin Road. Pos­
sible breaking & enter­
ing to home. 
10:45 p.m. House alarm 
on \Valnut Street. 
Checked out OK. 
Saturday, 1z/1+ 
1 :30 p.m. Dog reported 
running loose on Main 
Road. 
4 p.m. Court process 
served to River Road 
resident. 
7:30 p.m. Assisted Erv­
ing PD with unwanted 
subject at a residence. 
8:20 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on Main Road. 
Wrecker service as­
sisted. 
Sunday, 12/15 

1:50 p.m. Motor ve­
hicle accident on Route 
2 near Barton Cove. No 
injuries. 
2:40 p.m. Resident from 
Riverview Drive re­
quested assistance with 

custody issue. 
8 p.m. Motorist com­
plaint about poor road 
markings m Factory 
Hollow detail area. 
Monday, 12116 

10 a.m. Assisted Ber­
nardston PD with do­
mestic complaint on 
Route 10. 
12:10 p.m. Medical as­
sistance to \¥est Gill 
Road resident. Trans­
ported same. 
7:50 p.m. Assisted Ber­
nardston PD with do­
mestic complaint on 
Route 10. 
Tuesday, 12/1'7 

8:30 a.m. Complaint of 
rabid raccoon on Main 
Road. Gone on arrival. 
2:30 p.m. Medical emer­
gency at French King 
Highway residence. 
Resident transported. 
3:10 p.m. Security issue 
at elementary school. 

4:55 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2. No 
injuries reported. 
5:40 p.m. Motor vehicle 
accident on Route 2 at 
Factory Hollow. No in­
juries reported. 
Wednesday, 12/ls 

8:25 a.m. Medical 
emergency at River 
Road residence. CPR 
given, and resident 
transported. 
3: 10 p.m. Medical emer­
gency on Boyle Road. 
Party transported by 
ambulance. 
Thursday, 12119 

7:05 a.m. Alarm at 
·west Gill Road resi­
dence. False. 
6: 10 p.m. Rabid raccoon 
back at Main Road resi­
dence. 
Friday, 12/ 20 

10:50 a.m. Motor vehi­
cle reported off road­
way on Barney Hale 

Road. Checked out OK. 
Saturday, 1z/z1 
4 p.m. Property located 
on Route 2 from past 
fatal accident. 
7:48 p.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with 
armed robbery from 
residence. 
1z/z2 to 12/s1: 

Not provided to us. 
Wednesday, 1/1 

3: 15 p.m. Suspicious 
person on Walnut 
Street. Located and 
identified party. 
3:35 p.m. Lost wallet 
found and returned 
to owner on Walnut 
Street. 
Thursday, 1/2 
I p.m. Gas leak report­
ed at Main Road resi­
dence. 
3:24 p.m. Report of 
donkey and horse cre­
ating a hazard on Main 
Road. 

Friday, 1/3 

1 :50 p.m. Suspicious 
activity reported at 
empty West Gill Road 
residence. 
2:30 p.m. Assisted Ber­
nardston PD with el­
derly subject who had 
fallen. 
Saturday, 1/4 

1 :09 p.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with a 
911 hang-up call. 
1 :25 p.m. Assisted dis­
abled motor vehicle 
on Route 2 at Setback 
Lane. 
5:52 p.m. Car vs. deer 
accident on West Gill 
Road. Driver unin­
jured. 
Sunday, 1/5 

12:15 p.m. Deer stuck 
in snow on Boyle Road. 
Gone upon arrival. 
6: 10 p.m. Removed un­
wanted subject from 
River Road residence. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1 ll 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

magpiepiua.com 
21 8<1111< Row, GIid. 

413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

SCAPES BillLDERS 
& EXCAVA'ITON, l.l,C. 

New Construction Renovation Site Work 

P. -l-J3-665-0185 ww,v.scapesbuilders.com 
I lO NHillsideRoad S l)U th Deerfield. MA O 13 7 3 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 
Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill 13rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413-367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

Qmi Jol,nscw. ·CQroNo:r 
Al3R, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES 
41'3-86'3-9736 •Genlohnson~Re,1llor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified ReildentW Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this !Jesli~ous d<5igration. 
The CRS is my badge of expertise and your shiekl of 
ilSW-Jn<:e. Put your hlll in the best lo gt't Ilic job <lore. 
Wh.thcr buying. sding °' rcicmng, iKva~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS 00 ,rctl! c,t f'lj>r•lfNM. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
(413)86SS736• WWW,GJAR.CO. 

413-863-9500 • loottheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Yanl(ee 

SOLRR STORE 
4I3 772 3I22 

Ac1v1ce,, Vi½' &-Im~ 




