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John Ingram 
Hired as 

Trains Coming In 
MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Sale of Key Millers Falls 
Properties Approved 

Fire Chief 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

By JEFF SINGLETON request for proposals and a detailed 
plan for use of the structures. 

Obeai· has proposed installing a 
restaurant, other commercial spaces 
and some residential units in the 
four buildings. The town recently 
approved a request to the state for an 
additional liquor license to accom­
modate Obear's plan. 

John Ingram ofN01th Amherst, a 
captain in the Amherst fire depait­
ment, has been offered and accepted 
the pa1t-time position of fire chief 
in Leverett. The position is a 20 
hour a week job, and Ingram will be 
hired at the top of the adve1tised pay 
range, at $19,000 a year, said select­
boai·d member Peter d'EITico after a 
closed-door negotiation. 

Photographer Sand,-a Pip~nski is thrilled, snappingpictu,-es as the 
tmin, the Vem,onter, amves at the new Northampton station. 

Montague's selectboai·d kicked 
off 2015 by signing what amounts to 
a purchase and sale agreement with 
developer Robert Obeai· involving 
four buildings at the center of Mill­
ers Falls. These buildings, 26-28, 
30, 34 and 34R East Main Street, 
include the Powers Block, and have 
been in extreme disrepair for over a 
decade. 

The agenda for Monday night's 
meeting indicated that the select­
boai·d would approve both a real 
estate agreement and so-called land 
development agreement (LDA). 
However the documents presented 
by town planner Walter Ramsey 

John Ingram 

Ingram will be hired to succeed 
retiring chief John Momzzi, who 
has served the town in that capacity 
for many years. 

see LEVERETT page A6 

By LAURA ROD LEY 

NORTHAMPTON - A crowd 
of over thi1ty people, commuters 
and train fai1atics all, waited with 
joyous anticipation to see Amtrak's 
Vennonter train round the bend in 
the tracks at the new Northampton 
station late Monday afternoon on 
December 29. 

It was the train's inaugural ride, 
accepting passengers at new sta­
tions in No1thampton and Green­
field. Many waved as the train 
rounded the bend, others snapped 
pictures, and children covered their 
ears. 

The fruition of the new stations 
has been several years in progress, 
a goal of Massachusetts Depart­
ment of Transportation, Governor 
Deval Patrick's administration, and 
Amtrak officials. 

Best-Selling Author Wows 
Kids With Icky Books 

) i J 
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Jerry Pallotta, at right, 111orks with a volunteer at the Erving Elementary School. 

By LYN CLARK 

ERVING - Jeny Pallotta, the 
author of some 80-plus nature­
themed books for children, wowed 
an audience of young critics on 
Tuesday at the Erving Elementary 
School where he ente1tained with 
a fast-paced, fun-filled slide-show 
presentation. 

Pallotta cleai·ly likes children. It 
wasn't his 72 first cousins and 31 
nieces and nephews that started him 
on the road to writing for children 
- as he said, "there were KIDS 
EVERYWHERE" - it was when he 
staited reading the boring "A is for 
Apple" and "Z is for Zebra" to his 
own children. 

He decided, "I can do that." His 

first book was the Atlantic Ocean 
Alphabet Book, then the Icky Bug 
Alphabet Book, and the rest, as they 
say, is histo1y. 

Now his books, which sell in the 
Inillions, cover a wide range of top­
ics, all guaranteed to appeal to the 
young, and choc-o-bloc full of inter­
esting and often esoteric facts. Pal­
lotta reseai·ches extensively for his 
books and designs the page layouts 
himself, but hires several aitists to 
create the images which are predict­
ably colorful and appealing. 

His audience for his first presen­
tation on Tuesday - there followed 
a second one for older students - in­
cluded preschool through second­
grade children, who were totally 

see AUTHOR page A8 

The previous Monday, Decem­
ber 22, Governor Patrick rode the 
train on a ceremonial nm with oth­
er state officials, while Northamp­
ton Mayor David Narkewicz, ac­
companied by a brass band, met 
the train at the new Northampton 
station. 

The town recently acquired con­
trol of the buildings and now is in 
the final stages of selling them to 
Obeai· under its Urban Homestead­
ing program. The process involved a see MONTAGUE page AS 

Holyoke is the next stop 
planned to be added onto the line, 
which lllllS between Saint Albans, 
Vermont and Washington, D.C., 
a 605-mile trip. Some people still 
remember when passenger trains 
traveled through Montague. 

Amtrak president and CEO Joe 
Boardman, dressed in a black vest 
and pants with a tweed coat, was on 
board the train Monday, December 
29, relaxing comfortably in his seat 
as the sun set behind him. 

-----

Brought up on a dai1y fann, the 
see AMTRAK page BS 

Montague signed a real estate agreement with Robert Obeaf' Jo,-the development 
of 34, 30 and 26-28 East Main Stf'eet, pictured hef'e from left to right. 

Putting the River Back to Where It Is 
By TIA FATTARUSO 

GILL - The successful completion of a Fall River 
spillway removal project on December 17 and 18 has 
reconnected 35 to 40 miles of that river to fish and wild­
life. American Rivers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 
(USFWS), the MA Division of Ecological Restoration 
and the Connecticut River Watershed Council paitnered 
in the effo1t to remove International Paper No. 2 dam, 
which was located approximately ¾ mile upstream 
from what was once known as Factory Hollow Village, 
and spanned the Fall River between Gill on the east and 
Greenfield on the west. 

"This project restores access to, and pa1ticulai'ly 
benefits, the Inigrat01y species sea lamprey and Ameri­
can eel, and opens additional access for brook trout and 
other resident fish," said Amy Singler, associate direc­
tor of river restoration at American Rivers. 

Singler noted that the almost 40 miles of habitat 
gained made this dam removal especially beneficial, 
adding that restoring the natural flow of a river not only 
opens up river-way to fish, but "fundamentally puts the 
river back to where it is without impediment." 

The river consequently traI1Sports sediment and nu­
trients, so that wildlife such as otter, mink and salaman­
der, among others, "gain a lot of access to high quality 
habitat." 

According to Karl Meyer, a local journalist and 
blogger, blue-back heITing, which have been spotted 
spawning in the mouth of the Fall River in the past, also 
stand to benefit from dam removal projects, as do the 
endangered sho1t-nose sturgeon. 

"It's a great thing to remove a small dam that opens 
up habitat," said Meyer, "but this little river is left on 
its own when flow is stopped in the Connecticut by the 
Turners Falls Dam." 

Meyer emphasized that migrato1y fish have their best 
chance if real flows ai·e mandated by the government in 
the Connecticut. 

The Fall River dam, which had been made of m01tar, 
stone, and wood, was one of around 2,700 dams on the 
Connecticut River watershed, and one of over 80,000 
dams in Massachusetts, over 3 feet high. "The major­
ity of those dams are no longer serving their original 

purposes," Singler said. 
American Rivers only works with willing dam own­

ers, such as those of the dam removed in Gill, which 
had been partially breached for a long time, according 
to Singler. 

Prior to the dam's removal, it was approximately 170 
feet long and 20 feet high. The pond extended about 
300 feet upstream from the dam before leveling off to 
its boundary with the Fall River at 722 feet from the 
dam. There was never a Inill on site, though there was a 
now-extant gate house. 

The deconstmction took only two days, cost less 

see SPILLWAY page A4 

The dam circa 1900, and 111hat was left of the 
spillt11ay last year. Courtesy of the Ed Gregory 

Archive and Massachusetts Historical Commission. 
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A History That Matters 
Black lives matter. That state­

ment needs no qualification. 
As a confrontation that began last 

August between residents and po­
lice in a poor Missouri suburb casts 
widening ripples through American 
society, it's a good time for us all to 
check in on where we stand. 

Segregation is a knotty subject, 
especially since it was legally abol­
ished fifty years ago. But it hasn't 
exactly worn off either. 

A centmy ago, 90% of African 
Americans still lived in the Soutl1-
ern states. Many moved to indus­
trial cities in tl1e No1th, but in the 
wake of deindustrialization and di­
vestment, tl1e flow of today's great 
migration is southward. 

If that is surprising, we should 
remember: even slave1y wasn't just 
a Southern phenomenon. 

We know that residents of Green­
field owned slaves: in a case tl1at 
went to the state's Supreme Judi­
cial Comt at No1thampton in 1796, 
tl1e town of Shelburne was held not 
responsible for the welfare of Afri­
can-American paupers born tl1ere, 
because their parents had been en­
slaved in Greenfield. 

Right around that time, a two­
pronged industrial revolution split 
our countiy's workforce geographi­
cally. 

After advances in processing 
cotton allowed for twentyfold in­
creases in productivity, a million 
enslaved workers were forcibly re­
located into tl1e deep South. Cotton 
became the countty's chief export, 
but the sheer abundance of the ma­
terial also drove a ti·ansfonnation in 
tl1e river valleys of New England. 

In 1814 Franklin County's first 
spinning mill was built in Colrain, 
and by the 1860s, Joseph Griswold 
presided over a thriving village of 
100 looms. 

At Fitchburg, an enterprising 
manufactm·er named Alvah Crock­
er found a way to use waste cotton 
fiber in paper. His paper mills be­
came tl1e largest in the nation, and 
he would go on to found the indus­
ti'ial village at Turners Falls, among 
other gl011es. 

In the 1870s Gi'iswold built a 
large mill at Tm11ers Falls, a stiuc­
tm·e familiar to us now as the 1Uined 
"Railroad Salvage" building. 

These looms, and many otl1er 
mills and shops, were worked un­
der b1Utal conditions by European 
immigrants, a great many of whose 
descendants still live in the county. 
Over time, tl1ese ethnic groups were 
said to "Americanize," and many 
were encouraged to put down rural 
roots in the N01th. 
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In this process, many bought into 
the segregation of black migrants 
into the city: their exclusion from 
the No1thern land base. The impact 
of this history persists. 

According to the 2010 census, 
13.6% of Ame11cans identified 
themselves as black or Afi'ican 
Ame11can, either alone or in com­
bination with anotl1er identity. In 
Massachusetts, the figw-e was 7 .8%. 
In Franklin County, 1.9%. 

Montague, which includes Turn­
ers, was a little higher than that, 
2.3%. And it is 11sing. 

"We are a ve1y small commu­
nity," our police chief, Chip Dodge, 
said in a recent statement. "Many 
of us have chosen to live here be­
cause of this. Being a member of a 
small community has so many ad­
vantages." 

We agree, and we were glad to 
see the chief's ve1y public promise 
that no one will be discriminated 
against by his depa1tment, and his 
call for tl1e community to work to­
gether to stay safe. 

But that pait about choice nags 
at our conscience. Are most of us 
here by choice? If so, why exactly 
do still so few black people choose 
to embrace the advantages of small, 
1Ural No1thern towns? 

In moments like this, when our 
nation's racial divides take center 
stage - protests in 170 cities against 
the perceived value of black life, 
or black death, in law enforcement 
- what is it like to be one of those 
2.3%? To be pa1t of that 1.0% in 
Gill, 0.9% in Erving, 2.6% in Wen­
dell and 2.2% in Leverett? 

Honestly: we don't know. 
The production and edit011al 

team at the Montague Reporter are 
entirely white, and so is our active 
base ofwi'iters. We ai·e less racially 
diverse than tl1e Montague Police, 
and a great deal less so thai1 the 
neighborhood our office is in. 

We aspire to represent tl1e com­
munity, but we have failed to effec­
tively invite, include or retain any 
of the relatively small - but grow­
ing - number of people of color, Af-
11can Ame11can ai1d otl1e1wise, who 
live and work in our towns. 

So to use tllis platfonn to edito-
11alize too extensively about cmTent 
events would feel inauthentic. 

We have been sternly remind­
ed, by black protestors as well as 
by nmnerous contempora1y black 
jomnalists and essayists, that tl1eir 
lives matter. 

We agree, and as a changing 
newspaper in a changing commu-
1lity, we will have to figw-e out what 
to do about it. 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers re­
serve the right to refuse advertising 
for any reason and to alter copy or 
graphics to conform to standards of 

the newspaper, such as they are. 

Annual Subsc11ption Rate: 
$25/$40/$60, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@mo11taguerepo1ier.org 

with ai1y questions. 
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Less Than Electrified in Wendell 
My name was used in a recent ar­

ticle regarding a couple in Wendell 
who have moved into a non-electi'ic 
apa1tment on their prope1ty. 

Although I suppo1t the efforts of 
this couple to live a low impact life­
style, I was dismayed by the divisive 
tone of the aiticle, as well as by the 
signi.ficai1t amount of incoITect and 
incomplete infonnation. 

The tone of the aiticle suggests an 
''us vs. them" dynamic that I do not 
believe is a prevalent aspect of our 
town dynamics, and I do not wish 
to be associated with such a sugges­
tion. 

It would seem that a publication 
such as the Montague Reporter, 
which sti'ives to serve the population 
of the towns in which it is disti'ibuted, 
should make a more thorough effo1t 
to edit an aiticle that is presented as 
news, or to clearly indicate that it is 
an opinion piece and place it on the 
editorial page. 

Robert Shuhnan 
Wendell 

I am glad the interesting saga 
of Conservation Oriented Housing 
(COH) has been reported. I joined 
the Wendell board of health last Feb-
1Uaiy, after much of the COH debate 
and work had occmTed. 

I want to readjust perspective 
about the makeup of the Board at 
that time. There were members who 
helped conceptualize and legalize 
progression towards acqui11ng the 
necessaiy COH pennits. Amy Sim­
mons, Jim Thomley and Jen Chris­
tian are those members. 

There was also a COH suppo1t 
committee, whose members I do not 
know. Innocent about my role on the 
board, I did what was itmninently re­
quired at each meeting. 

COH happened to be on the agen­
da, an 011ginal timely item which I 
believed to be a proposal that active­
ly suppo1ted alternatives to environ­
mental degradation. 

I want to appreciate other board 
members of the past, who, while they 
were serving the public, declined to 
support the COH divergence from 
state law. They were hying to do 

WE WELCOME 
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their jobs according to how the law 
was interpreted to them. 

We thank our town political mem­
bers even when we disagree, for our 
town ti'ies to p11oritize and continues 
to function well with team workers. 

The leai1ling curve remains 
steep. 

Nina Keller 
Wendell Board of Health 

I think the dreain of living with 
low impact implemented by Jona­
than ai1d Susai1 von Ranson, as re­
cently desc11bed (MRVol.13#10, "In 
Wendell, Earth Day Comes at Last") 
is magnificent. That the dreain is fi­
nally realized is a testainent to their 
determination and the work of lots 
of people in Wendell, and I believe 
some celebration is deserved. 

However, speaking as a longtime 
supp01ter of the paper, I think the 
Repo1ter effed. The piece was pre­
sented as a regular news item, but it 
felt like an opi1lion piece both in tone 
ai1d substance. I would have liked to 
have seen it labeled as a "Perspec­
tive" piece. 

I view the work as a mi­
nor blip in what has othe1wise 
been excellent local coverage. 
But the piece seemed also in places 
to create an "us vs. them" perspec­
tive which I do not believe is helpful. 
And in an itnpe1fect project which 
ultitnately led to a neai· pe1fect real­
ization of a dream, there were many 
shai·ed impe1fections and much 
shai·ed sweat equity. 

Rather than taking the oppo1tmlity 
to unite our community, the piece in­
stead might have served to open old 
wounds rather unnecessai'ily. What a 
missed opp01tunity! 

Ray DiDonato 
Wendell 

In the December 18 issue David 
Detinold's look at the background of 
the recent approval of our apa1tment, 
for dramatic effect, emphasized cer­
tain divisions that are past and gone 
in our 1ninds. 

Mainly, Hariy Williston, the for­
mer boai·d chair whom, yes, the two 
of us didn't always feel warm and 

fuzzy toward, stood up for fairness in 
the enforcement of regulations, ai1d 
we of com-se respect that. We think 
his spit-it helped make the new regu­
lations better. 

Generally, the a1ticle caught how 
we and Wendell, an it's-I'ight-let's­
get-it-done town for sure, together 
managed to legalize the idea of a 
non-electi'ic dwelling. 

A few omissions and coITections: 
Jenny Fyler's name was mis­

spelled. As the fu-st pro-simple living 
candidate for the board of health, she 
has our thanks. 

Chafrperson Amy Simmons had 
to leave the board for fainily reasons, 
but before she did was instiumental 
in focusing the boai·d on what be­
caine the Conservation-OI'iented 
Housing regulations. (Amy, a nurse, 
once said "When simple living is 
done 11ght, it's holy."). 

Jeny Ch11stian, her colleague on 
the board, also deserves mention for 
her enthusiain and gi'it. The other 
membe1-s involved all were men­
tioned in the aiticle. 

Glen Ayers, currently the FRCOG 
Regional Health Agent, ai1d fo1mer­
ly the health agent for Wendell, acted 
as a volm1teer consultant to the board 
and helped craft key parts of the pro­
gram to make sure that it met state 
requirements while still allowing for 
alternative ways to protect hmnai1 
health and the environment. 

A reader might infer from David's 
article that we charge our toothbmsh 
and laptop in the apaitment, and that 
would be incoffect. The batte11es are 
chai·ged in the workshop, a space 
next to the apaitment. Our apaitment 
really is non-electric! 

(The object isn't pe1fection, but 
just to draw ai1 ecologically-1nind­
ed line. The deed restriction for the 
apaitment is worded, "There shall be 
no installation of gi'id witmg or ai1y 
electi'ical system other than inciden­
tal.") 

Our warm thanks to David and 
the Montague Reporter for the cov­
erage and edit011al supp01t over the 
yeai-s. 

Jonathan and Susan von Ranson 
Wendell 
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0 about historical and cmTent resis-
~ o:: tance. Presenter Angela Berkfield, 
~ the director of ACT for Social Jus­
;;! tice and a member of the Root So­
~ cial Justice Center in Brattleboro, 
; is an activist committed to working 
j collaboratively to bring about justice 
~ and equity for all people. LOCAL BRIEFS 
~ The workshop will run from 10 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Join Scott Cote, Franklin Coun­
ty Registrar of Deeds, as he gives 
an inside look at his department 
and the services/infonnation it can 
provide to area residents and home 
owners. Questions on the Home­
stead Act? Now is your chance to 
find out how easy it can be and the 
protection such a simple document 
can provide to the homeowner. 

Held in the Community room of 
Greenfield Savings Bank, Turners 
Falls on Saturday, January 10, from 
10:30 to II :30 a.m. 

It's Winter Trails Day on Satur­
day, Janua1y 10, from I until 4 pm. 
at the Northfield Mountain Recre­
ation and Enviromnental Center. 
Winter Trails Day offers older chil­
dren and adults new to snow spo1ts 
the chance to tiy snowshoeing and 
cross countiy skiing for free, and to 
discover the great fitness and social 
benefits of these easy-to-learn win­
ter sports. 

Winter Trails Day involves al­
most I 00 resorts and Nordic Centers 
nationwide, and gets 11,000 kids 
and adults on the snow each year. 

At N01thfield Mountain free clin-
ics for first-time skiers begin at I, 
2 and 3 p.m. and last for 45 minutes. 
Twenty-minute long snowshoe clin­
ics are offered at I :30, 2:30 and 3 :30 
p.m. for those who have never ti·ied 
the sp01t. 

Clinic pa1ticipants must al1'ive 30 
minutes in advance of their sched­
uled sta1t time to sign in and pick up 
equipment. This is a free event and 
is appropriate for ages 8 and older. 
Please call to pre-register at 1-800-
859-2960. 

On Saturday morning, Janua1y 
I 0, Mass Slave1y Apology will pres­
ent an interactive workshop, Race 
and Class: Past and Present Con­
nections as pa1t of its free monthly 
program series. 

In this workshop, paiticipants 
will examine how and why race and 
class are connected and will learn 

CLARIFICATIONS 

A couple things we touched on in our December 18 aiticle on 
buildings in the orbit of public ownership by the town of 

Montague (MR Vol.13#10, "Progress - and Many Question Marks 
- on Town-Owned Buildings") dese1ve some clarification. 

Of St. Anne's Recto1y, we wrote that "Bounda1y lines had been 
drawn right down the middle of the building which had been, 

perhaps, illegally, separated from the church next door ... " 
Apparently that line had been drawn down the middle of a garage 
between the two buildings. As indicated in the aiticle, the issue 
was resolved. A feasibility study that would reutilize St. Anne's 

church and recto1y for a new libraiy is cmTently in the final 
proposal stage, pending approval by the Board of Selectmen. 

The Powers Block, in case it was uncleai·, is only one building of 
the four adjacent prope1ties in Millers Falls the town is offering 
through its Urban Homesteading program (see a1ticle, page Al). 

am. to I p.m. at the First Congre­
gational Church, 43 Silver Street in 
Greenfield. Doors open at 9:30. Ad­
mission is free; donations are wel­
comed. To rese1ve childcare, RSVP 
by January 3 with number and ages 
of children to 413-625-2951 or 
email@massslaveryapology.org. 

Mass Slavery Apology offers 
free monthly programs, including 
workshops, films, and other activi­
ties. The organizers hope the series 
will build a deeper understanding of 
racism and racial justice while pro­
moting a greater appreciation for our 
diverse society. 

Turners Falls Knights of Colum­
bus ai·e sponsoring a Youth Free 
Throw Championship. All girls 
and boys ages 9 to 14 are invited to 
pa1ticipate in the local level of com­
petition for the 2015 Knights of Co­
lumbus Free Throw Championship. 

The local competition will be 
held at the Sheffield School Gymna­
sium on Saturday, Janua1y 10, from 
I p.m. to 5 p.m. The competition is 
free, and winners of the age brackets 
for both the girls and boys divisions 
will move on to the regional compe­
tition held in Febmaiy. 

The KoC Free Throw Champi­
onship is sponsored annually, with 
winners progressing through local, 
district and state competitions. Boys 
and girls 9 to 14 years of age are eli­
gible to participate and will compete 
in their respective age divisions. 
Last yeai· more thai1 120,000 sharp­
shooters pa1ticipated in over 3,600 
local competitions. 

All contestants on the local level 
ai·e recognized for their participation 
in the event. Pa1ticipants ai·e required 
to furnish proof of age and written 
parental consent. For entiy fo1ms or 
additional information contact Jo­
seph Vias at 774-4520. In past yeai·s 
there was an equal share of girls and 
boys, and fun was had by all. 

The First Universalist Pai-ish 
of No1th Dana will sponsor a free 

public concert of brass music 
at St. James Episcopal Church in 
Greenfield on Sunday, Januaiy II, 
at3 p.m. 

The Pioneer Valley Brass will 
perfo1m a wide vai-iety of specially 
aiTai1ged music including standards, 
traditional winter music, pop tunes 
and movie themes. This concert is 
the 762nd in a se11es of vespers pro­
grams funded by a tiust staited in 
the 1920s by members of the First 
Universalist Pai-ish of No1th Dana, 
before the Parish was forced to leave 
for the creation of the Quabbin Res­
e1voir to provide drinking water for 
Boston. 

Vespers programs are sponsored 
by the First Universalist Pai·ish of 
No1th Dana pe11odically through­
out the year at va11ous churches and 
nursing homes throughout the Quab­
bin Region. 

Delight the senses: a call for 
01iginal poetry submissions for 
"Love Your Food, Love Your Co­
op" Poetiy Reading on F11day, Feb­
mruy 13, 6 to 8 p.m. on the mezza­
nine at Green Fields Mru·ket at 144 
Main Sti·eet, possible publication in 
co-op's newsletter, "The New Beet," 
or being displayed in the store. Co­
op members and non-members, 
published poets, non-published po­
ets alike, b11ng on your talents. 

Falling neru· Valentine's Day, the 
event's theme includes love, fi-iends 
met at the co-op, romai1ce, or an ode 
to your favo11te ti·eat. Limit 3 poems. 
Haiku, children's poetry welcome. 
Featured poet for reading to be ai1-
nom1ced, followed by submitters 
reading one poem each. Audience 
to vote for people's choice awai·d; 
p11zes will be given. Refreshments 
se1ved. 

Send up to 3 poems to event coor­
dinators Laura Rodley at laurarod­
ley@hotmail.com or Faith Kindness 
at fdk6l 7@gmail.com. The deadline 
is FeblUllly I. 

Save the date for a Wine & Can­
vas event to benefit the Montague 
Reporter: Tuesday, Januaiy 27 at 6 
p m. at the French King Entertain­
ment Center in Erving. 

We'll have more info1mation on 
that in next week's paper! 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 
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Route 2 
Over In Gill 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILLED, INTENTIONAL 
COMPANIONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LANG 413,834,7569 
HOSPlCE TRAINED 

CPR CERTIFIED 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

/ More Leners to the Editors 

Thanks Due For Race Help 

No Nukes - Yes Trains! 
Free 

Everyone Welcome 

On Thursday, Janua1y I, Mon­
tague Pai·ks & Recreation held their 
Annual Sawmill River I OK Run in 
Montague Center. Approximately 
176 rnnners from the entire region 
pa1ticipated in this major fundrais­
ing event that suppo1ts our Sponsor­
A-Child Scholai·ship Program. 

The race would not have been 
possible without the investment of 
time, energy, resources, and funding 
from many within our fine commu­
nity. 

We would like to thank A.H. Rist 
Insurance Co., Red Fire Fa1m, Tum 
It Up Music, Greenfield Savings 
Bank, Renaissance Builders, and 
Judd Wire for their generous finan­
cial suppo1t. 

Thanks also to the Montague 
Common Hall, the Sugarloaf Moun­
tain Athletic Club, and the First 
Congregational Church of Mon­
tague Center for much needed sup-

plies, materials and other services. 
As many of you know, volun­

teer assistance is essential to the 
success of an event of this magni­
tude. Therefore, considerable ap­
preciation goes out to the Montague 
Parks & Recreation Commission­
ers, The Franklin County Amateur 
Radio Club, FRCOG's Community 
Emergency Response Team, the 
Montague Highway Depa1tment, 
Montague Police, and the countless 
number of volunteers who spent a 
good po1tion of their New Year's 
Day helping us out during registra­
tion and at the finish line. 

Finally, we would like to thank 
the rnnners who pa1ticipated in 
the Sawmill Run. We appreciate 
your suppo1t of MPRD programs, 
and look fo1ward to seeing you in 
2016! 

Jon Dobosz, Director 
Montague Parks & Recreation 

On the same day the Vermont 
Yankee reactor was "unplugged," 
the train through Greenfield was re­
instated. This is interesting irony. 

When I read of Vernon officials, 
nuke workers and business owners 
complaining about how to adapt 
to the anticipated loss of revenue, 
I object. A judicious parent will 
teach a child how to economize 
even a small allowance, and plan 
spending and saving for some de­
sired ti·easure. 

We have known the reactor was 
to shut down for years. Can the 
town of Vernon plead innocent 
of that fore-knowledge? After 40 
years of tax bounty, have the fi­
nancial maste1minds of that town 
not plam1ed al1ead with rainy day 
funds? Have nuclear workers, paid 
far above the minimum wage, not 
done the same with their savings 
accounts and considerations of job 
changes? 

Fa1mers confront the unpredict­
ability of crops and seasons eve1y 

day. They have learned how to di­
versify so a chicken frumer begins 
to think creatively and opens a farm 
stand, initiates a compost service, a 
petting zoo, maple syiup products, 
woodworking talents, cate11ng 
business ... 

In our changing environmental 
society, we can adapt and diversify, 
create different ways to use our 
skills, or bellyache when we don't 
know how to fit in to a changing 
economy. 

I tiuly empathize with any fam­
ily that must relocate when they 
have established ties and comfo1t 
in a community. It is fru· easier to 
invent a new logo for a local tee 
shirt than to bemoai1 the loss of a 
radioactive logo cul1'ently sold at a 
Vernon shop. 

They have had a long time to 
think creatively. I hope they will 
not boast "High Level Radioactive 
Waste Capital of VT." 

Nina Keller 
Wendell 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

Great Falls 
Middle School 

Students of 
the Week 

weekending 12/19/14: 

Grade 6 
Dominick Cullen 

Jacob Dodge 

Grade 7 
Kayani Rodriguez 

Grade 8 
Bianca Martin 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

< (413)863-2888 
~ 

/'? Carol's Beauty Nook 
(-. 29 G Street, Turners Falls 

Open Tue, Thurs, Fri 
Ann Bagnell & Carol Demers 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

:Ii 

.ADIATOR = .• 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CA.RS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVYEQUfPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gil 

863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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Please shop 
locally! Support 
our advertisers. 

PAPER 
Week of January 12 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L, DOLE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

117 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

OOPERATIVE .. , 
ocally OWned Slr,ce 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 

farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\llcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

FUEL 
TRUCKIIG 

SAND & &BAYEL 

(413) 773-3622 

:Nina's :Nook. 
Closed 

' after ' • • 
Christmas 

Re-Opening January 31 
with the 4th Annual 
"Triple SSS" erotic art 

exhibit 
www.ninasnook.com 

SPILLWAY from page A1 
than $30,000, and was canied out 
by Sumco Eco-contracting. The 
remoteness of the site and lack of 
other infrast:Iucture to consider, 
such as bridges or pipelines, made 
the removal easier than otherwise. 

But the project was still 3 to 
4 years in the making, due to the 
processes of planning, pe1mitting 
and funding, which, along with 
help from the Gill and Greenfield 
historic commissions, incurred ad­
ditional costs. Funding came from 
USFWS and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 

Ma1tha Naley, biologist with the 
USFWS, presented for the spillway 
removal project at the joint public 
hearing, ensuring that the decon­
stmction would be in compliance 
with the MA Wetlands Protection 
Act, according to Maureen Pol­
lock, assistant planner, Greenfield 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Conse1vation Committee. 
Pollock praised Naley's thor­

ough analysis, and called the re­
moval a "great restoration proj­
ect." 

Naley, echoing Singler, said 
that while we once used the pow­
er of rivers to build, "the original 
purpose of many dams has been 
overtaken by technology. We don't 
often use candles anymore to read 
by." 

"Sometimes I think we need to 
plan for the future - fish, habitat, 
clean water, natural sediment trans­
port - so rivers don't get clogged 
and have to create new channels. 
This is a legacy for people to leave: 
a permanent, positive change to the 
ecosystem," Naley said, refel1'ing 
to willing dam owners who are 
interested in considering having 
those dams removed. 

The Massachusetts Historical 

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

Tax Rate Set 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

It's a new year with a new tax 
rate for Gill property owners. 

At a sho1t meeting on December 
29, the selectboard approved a new 
rate $16.85 per thousand dollars of 
valuation, up $.07 from last year's 
rate of$16.78. Administrative assis­
tant Ray Purington, in a follow up 
phone inte1view, said the new rate 
would impact the average single 
family homeowner in Gill with an 
increase ofabout $13.00. 

Purington cited figures from the 
assessors showing the value of the 
average single family home in Gill 
has declined only fractionally from 
$191,985 in FY'l4 to $191,954 in 
FY'l5. The average tax bill under 
last year's rate was $3,221. Under 
the new rate, the average tax bill 
this year will be $3,234. 

The selectboard chose to keep 
a single tax rate in effect for all 
classes of prope1ty taxpayers in Gill 
again this year. 

In other news, when an estimat­
ed 67% increase in Western Mass 
Electric Company's rates go into ef­
fect the town will be paying more, 
of course, for its municipal electric­
ity bill - but this fact also affects the 
length oftime by which Gill will re­
alize a full payback for its planned 
investment in purchasing the 44 
light poles in town from WMECo, 
and conve1ting them to energy con­
se1ving LED bulbs. 

Under the old WMECo rate stmc­
ture, it would have taken Gill 7.6 
years to realize full payback from 
its roughly $35,000 investment in 
LED streetlights. Under the higher 
rates, it will only take 6.3 years to 
realize that payback, according to 
Purington. 

The town recently tapped into 
the Green Communities grant for 
approximately $32,500 to insulate 
the town hall and the Riverside 
municipal building. After the LED 
streetlight conversion, there will 
be about $58,000 remaining in the 
town's DOER Green Community 
grant fund, Purington said. 

The old sodimn streetlights con­
sume about 23,000 kilowatt hours of 
electricity annually. The new LED 
lights are estimated to consume just 
10,047 kilowatt hours annually. 
Tupper Brown from the Gill energy 
commission said residents will not 
notice much change in the illumina­
tion from the new bulbs. 

The money to purchase and ret­
rofit the streetlights will come from 
the town's Green Communities 
grant from the state Department of 
Energy Resources. 

The town has filed a grant ap­
plication with the US Depaitment 
of Agriculture to study engineering 
solutions to address issues with the 
elementa1y school well, which has 
tested positive for colofonn bacte­
ria and shown slightly elevated lev­
els of manganese which has drawn 
the interest of the Depaitment of 
Environmental Protection (and led 
pai·ents of many students to send 
their children to school with bottled 
water). 

After design solutions have been 
al1'ived at, Purington said the town 
may seek additional funding from 
the USDA, which may require a 
town match, in order to implement 
necessaiy improvements to the 
well. 

Meanwhile, Purington said the 
well is being tested monthly by 
East National Water out of Palmer. 
"Anytime within the next 12 months 
the well tests positive for colofo1m, 
we will have 21 days to implement 
treatment," Purington added. 

The boai·d sent a thank you letter 
to Leo Parent and Mark Fitzpatrick 
of the Central Franklin County Vet­
erans Services District, soon to be 
disbanded and merged with the new 
Upper Pioneer Valley Veterans Ser­
vices District, which will se1ve vet­
erans in all 26 county towns, plus 
Plainfield. 

"Both Leo and Mark have done 
a great job," providing Gill veterans 
with access to their benefits, claims, 
job searches, and other se1vices over 
the many years they have worked 
for the Central Franklin district, Pu­
rington said. 

The Gill fire department has re­
ceived two fire safety awareness 
grants from the state Depaitment 
of Fire Se1vices, one for $3,523 for 
student awareness programs, and 
one for $2,495 for senior awareness 
programs. 

The annual disbursement from 
the Quintus Allen fund, a oust es­
tablished long ago for the benefit 
of Gill elementary school students, 
will give Gill principal Cathleen 
Bailer $3,633 in discretionaiy funds 
to use for student enrichment pro­
grams this year. 

Maureen Parzych, of Ben Hale 
Road, was appointed to the cable 

Commission provided a host of 
information on the dam's histo1y. 
The Montague Paper Company 
was manufacturing news printing 
paper, supercalendered book paper 
and refined wood pulp in the late 
nineteenth centu1y to help meet the 
growing demands of newspaper 
companies and other presses. The 
quality of their paper was widely 
acknowledged. 

At the time the mill was receiv­
ing water through a pipe from a 
spring on the other side of the Con­
necticut River at a rate of 3,000 
gallons per minute, believed to be 
the largest supply of spring water 
received by any mill in the coun­
hy. 

It is unclear if the dam was con­
tributing to that supply or not, but 
deeds suggest the dam was built by 
the company between December 
1883 and August 1888. Between 
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1898 and 1908, the International 
Paper Co. consolidated 17 paper 
mills, the Montague Paper Com­
pany among them. 

In 1925, the pond water from 
the No. 2 dam was being used for 
fire protection for the paper mill. 

"Dams are an important part of 
our histo1y. We look for where there 
is an oppo1tunity to remove a dam 
that really benefits fish and wild­
life," Singler concluded. She said 
there ai·e no other dams currently 
slated to be removed in Franklin 
County, though American Rivers is 
always open to new projects. 

For more information on dams, 
go to www.americanrivers.org, 
www.fivs.gov, or www.mass.gov/ 
eea/agenciesldfg/der/. 

For Kai·l Meyer's coverage of 
the Connecticut River watershed 
and more, see www.karl- I~ 
meyerwriting.com. m~ 

you are invited to a screening of 

BROKEN RAINBOW 

a fundraiser for 

BLACK MESA INDIGENOUS SUPPORT 

Sunday, January 11, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
The Brick House Community Resource Center, 

24 Third Street, Turners Falls. 

This 1985 documentary film tells the story of the late 
20th century forced removal of 12,000 Dineh (Navajo) 

people from their homes by the US government to make 
way for oil, coal, gas and uranium companies. 

People on Black Mesa continue to resist removal, 
despite damage to the land and water by energy companies 
and the government's ongoing efforts to destroy their means 
of survival by impounding livestock. Black Mesa Indigenous 

Support is a volunteer organization which works directly with 
Dineh resisters to coordinate support activities. 

This fundraiser will also help cover travel expenses for a 
Franklin County resident who herds sheep in the winter for 

elders resisting forced relocation from their homes. After the 
film, we'll hear from Aaron St. Jean about his experiences 

providing support to elders on the land as a shepherd in the 
winter, and have some time for discussion. 

Donate what you can; no one turned away. Doors 
open at 6:15 p.m. Wheelchair accessible space. Kids 

welcome. Some snacks and tea will be available, as will 
literature about decolonization and information about the 

situation at Black Mesa. See supportblackmesa.org for 
more information about Black Mesa Indigenous Support. 

access committee. 
Fomteen sewer users from 

among the 114 prope1ty owners 
who use the Riverside sewer district 
are delinquent on their sewer bills. 
The selectboard approved a motion 
to commit the unpaid bills as sewer 
liens on their real estate bills, Pu­
rington said, in order to facilitate 
collection of the $10,273.96 in un­
paid bills. 

In John Ward's absence, se­
lectboard chair Randy Crochier 
thanked Ward - a long time anti­
nuclear activist - and all others 
who have worked over the years to 

achieve the pe1manent shutdown of 
the Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor, 
which was taken off line by Entergy 
Corporation in the closing days of 
2014, after 43 yeai·s of atom split­
ting power generation. 

The radioactive wastes stock­
piled in the plant's seventh sto1y 
cooling pool, and on the floodplain 
of the Connecticut River, will now 
become the focus of concern for lo­
cal and state officials monitoring the 
closure of Ve1mont Yankee, and for 
the residents who live downwind of 
that reactor. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

OPEN DAILY 
LONCJI and DINN[R 

2~ Federal St .. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespint.com 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SW.LL FURNITURE· COLLECTIBLES• DE-CORATIVE-S 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Uleek 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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NOTES FROM THE Wendell SELECTBOARD

Two Public Hearings... 
But No Public!

By JOSH HEINEMANN

The Wendell selectboard’s De-
cember 17 meeting continued the 
interchange of letters regarding 
low and intrusive helicopter flights 
over town, especially the flight that 
circled a memorial service that was 
taking place on the town common 
September 26, 2014.  

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser brought in a draft of a letter 
he had written to Major Allain of 
the Massachusetts National Guard 
responding to Major Allain’s letter 
to United States representative Jim 
McGovern about that flight. (See 
sidebar.) 

Wendell’s three selectboard 
members signed the letter and it was 
sent.

Where’s the Public?
The meeting was preceded by 

a public hearing at 6:30 about the 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG), part of the process 
for Wendell to get CDBG money. 
That money can be used for hous-
ing rehabilitation loans, to bring 
non-code compliant houses closer 
to code. 

Preference is given to owner oc-
cupied homes and the loans do not 
have to be repaid as long as the 
property does not change hands, and 
when a loan is paid back the money 
would go into Wendell’s fund avail-
able for another loan. 

Wendell did not get additional 
grant money in the last round, but 
this time there is a regional approach 
with Erving as the lead town, and  
along with Wendell, Warwick, New 
Salem, and Northfield. The CDBG 
application is due February 13, 
2015, and awards will be announced 
in July.

The hearing was held for public 
input, but no member of the general 
public attended.

A second hearing, Wendell’s an-
nual tax classification hearing, was 
held at 8 p m., also with no mem-
ber of the general public there. As 
in other years the assessors, Stephen 
Broll and Chris Wings, recommend-
ed a single tax rate for businesses, 
homes, and agricultural properties. 

The tax rate is set at $18.96 per 
thousand, down 22 cents from last 
year’s high rate of $19.18. 

Wendell’s excess levy limit is 
$400, 299.94, which Broll said was 
a healthy amount. Later in the meet-
ing Pooser said that money bor-
rowed for Wired West and the last 
mile internet connection would be 
outside the levy limit.

Super: Buy the Grader!
Highway commission chair Har-

ry Williston came to the meeting to 
tell board members that highway 
supervisor Rich Wilder looked at 
the used grader and decided it was 
good enough to buy for the town. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
told Williston that he and fire cap-
tain Asa de Roode had installed 
house numbers everywhere one was 
requested, and were ready to return 
Williston’s post hole digger.

	
Cultural Partnerships

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 
read from a letter from the Massa-
chusetts Department of Transitional 
Assistance regarding cultural part-
nerships. 
One in eight residents of the state 
receives some sort of aid. The let-
ter offers low or free passes to the 
Boston’s Children’s museum and 
many other sites with no limit for 
low-income people. 

Solar Letter
Nina Keller gave the selectboard 

a proposed letter to governor-elect 
Charlie Baker. That letter stated that 
Massachusetts should be getting 
20% of its energy from solar gen-
eration, and that solar generation 
should increase by 27% a year. The 
annual increase now is 5%.

	

No Pay for Violence Victims
Town counsel, Kopelman and 

Paige sent the board its response 
to a sick leave policy for victims of 
domestic violence. The town has an 
option to include any time taken up 
to 15 work days a year, as paid, but 
Pooser said the default position for 
such leave is to make it unpaid. 

The selectboard voted to approve 
that option. Town employees may 
use other paid leave time first.

	
Girls’ Group

Kristen Bernard met the select-
board and asked to use the town hall 
two Thursdays a month from 3 to 5 
p.m. for a fourth grade after-school 
girls’ group. The girls can get there 
with the school bus and will just 
play and talk, discuss concerns if 
they have any. 

Board members approved the re-
quest.

Heating System Report
Keller summarized a six-page re-

port that town building engineer Jim 
Slavas had written about the town 
hall heating system. 

The cold air return to the furnace 
is not functioning which makes the 
furnace heat air from the unsealed 
and damp crawl space, rather than 
air returned from the building’s liv-
ing area as it should. Leaks in the hot 
air ducts further reduce efficiency. 

The report recommended work-
ing one step at a time, but overall 
Slavas projected that the improve-
ments would save the town $1,400 
a year in heating costs. Keller said 
that Slavas’ estimate was probably 
conservative. 

Board members voted to approve 
the report and send it to the energy 
committee to approve for possible 
use of the green community grants 
money the town has available.

Cookies and Soda Bread
Nancy Aldrich provided the 

meeting with a large plate of cook-
ies. 

At the end of the meeting, select-
board chair Christine Heard reached 
into her bag and brought out loaves 
of Irish soda bread, one for every 
person at the meeting.

Dear Major Allain,

Congressman Jim McGovern recently shared the 
letter you sent him regarding the September 26, 2014 
helicopter flyover that disrupted a memorial service on 
the Wendell Town Common.  The incident in question 
was very distressing to those attending the service; 
and we, in our role as members of the Selectboard, felt 
compelled to find answers as to who was responsible.  

We greatly appreciate your frank and open response, 
and hope that the apology you offered will bring some 
degree of comfort to the family and friends of the de-
ceased.

We would like to mention, however, that your letter 
indicates ‘the flight path passed over the site’ of the 
memorial service. Perhaps you were not made aware 
that the helicopter did not simply pass over the site. It 
circled several times and made it impossible to hear 
what was being said at the event for a period of several 
minutes.  

If the purpose of the flight was to conduct a drug 
interdiction mission, it seems fairly clear that one pass 
over the area would have been sufficient to conclude 

there was nothing related to the mission happening on 
the Town Common.

That being said we would also like to note that of 
all the parties involved in this operation – the  DEA, 
the Massachusetts State Police, and the Army National 
Guard – yours was the only agency to have the cour-
tesy to acknowledge their role in the matter and to ex-
press regret for having upset the service.  For that we 
offer our sincere thanks.

Wendell has been the target of these helicopter fly-
overs in the past, and despite our belief that they are a 
flagrant violation of our citizens’ right to privacy and 
a gross waste of resources that could be put to much 
better use, we expect we will continue to be the target 
of such flights in the future. 

We hope that the incident with the memorial ser-
vice will, at the very least, trigger some some sort of 
procedural review so that future missions do not make 
the same mistake and cause unnecessary grief for any 
other families.

Thank you for your response.
Sincerely,

The Wendell Selectboard

Wendell Responds to the National Guard

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 Week minimum).      Call 863-8666

The tax rate is 
set at $18.96 per 

thousand, down 22 
cents from last year’s 
high rate of $19.18.

indicated that the LDA would wait 
for approval until the final closing of 
the transaction, which is scheduled 
for January 30. 

There was some discussion of 
whether it was really necessary to 
wait until the end of the month to 
endorse both agreements, which 
had been presented to the board by 
Kopelman & Paige, the town’s legal 
firm.

In the end it was decided to fol-
low the time frame recommended 
by counsel. According to town ad-
ministrator Frank Abbondanzio, the 
document that was approved, the 
real estate agreement, is similar to 
a purchase and sale agreement. The 
LDA will specify in greater detail 
what the purchaser, Obear, will be 
required to do as a result of the RFP 
process.

The discussion, which involved 
Ramsey, Abbondanzio, and building 
inspector David Jensen, was brief, 
in part because the acting chair, 
Mark Fairbrother, designated as 
acting chair in Chris Boutwell’s ab-
sence, did not allow questions from 
the floor. 

More Lots Hawked
In other news, Abbondanzio an-

nounced that the town had auctioned 
off a number of properties earlier in 
the day, for a total of $59,000. These 
included 35 11th Street ($40,000); 
249 Wendell Road ($7,000); 257 
Wendell Road lot 225 ($6,000); 
Rear Meadow Road Lot 17 ($5,500); 
and West Chestnut Hill Road lot 33 
($500).

Cane Rack
John Reynolds appeared on the 

agenda to continue the discussion of 
the Golden Cane, an award for the 
oldest citizen in town. The award, 
or a symbol of it, has been given to           
the oldest citizen but the cane itself 
remains in a closet in town hall. 
Reynolds has encouraged the select-
board to mount the cane in a place 
that is visible to the public, perhaps 
with a plaque with the names of 
present and former recipients.

Reynolds brought with him a 
cardboard box that showed the size 
of a potential mounting device, 
along with a piece of wood to give 
a sense of the plaque. Mark Fair-
brother expressed strong concerns 
about the safety of any public dis-
play, particularly if it was not in one 
of the town offices. It was noted that 
a similar cane had been stolen from 
Greenfield town hall.

Selectboard member Michael 
Nelson, on the other hand, argued 
that while displaying the cane cer-
tainly involved risk, it was prefera-
ble to having the object sit in a clos-
et. Reynolds was directed to return 
to the board soon with more details 
of the proposal, including its cost.  

Federal Money
At its December 22 meeting, 

the selectboard held a hearing on 
the prospective FY’15 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
process. The grant’s activities will 
focus on the rehabilitation of six 
buildings in the village of Lake 
Pleasant and in Rutters Park at the 
center of the village. 

According to MJ Adams, the ap-
plication was originally to fund de-
sign and construction. But Adams, 
Ramsey, and parks and recreation 
director Jon Dobosz decided “to 
step back” and develop a master 
plan, similar to the one used in the 
recent Unity Park project. 

Adams has initially estimated 
$60,000 for the planning process.

In addition to the park study and 
housing rehabilitation, the block 
grant will continue to fund the early 
childhood education program at the 
Montague Catholic Social Minis-
tries in downtown Turners Falls, and 
the Meals on Wheels program for 
the elderly. 

A number of questions were asked 
about Montague Center, which has 
not been the target of CDBG funds. 
John Reynolds pointed to the poten-
tial needs of low-income farmers in 
the neighborhood’s outlying regions. 
Adams noted that CDBG grants had 
become more competitive, with 
low-income neighborhoods receiv-
ing higher point scores in the appli-
cation. 

On January 5, the selectboard 
endorsed a transfer of $8,433 from 
“program income” to the 2013 
CDBG program. This was accom-
plished by signing a “Budget and 
Program Revision” form which 
brought the block grant itself up to 
$434,839. The additional money 
will be used primarily for roof repair 
and replacement on a number of 
buildings being rehabilitated under 
the block grant. 

Sewer Lining
Tom Bergeron requested that the 

board award $81,712 to the com-
pany Insituform Technologies for 
relining sewer pipe along Millers 
Falls Road and Turnpike Road. The 
funds for the project had been ap-
proved by town meeting subject to 
a bidding process. The need to re-
line older asbestos sewer pipes was 
highlighted by the recent breakdown 
of the system at the entrance to the 
industrial park.

DPW head Tom Bergeron stated 
that the department, in conjunc-
tion with the consulting firm CDM 
Smith, had “camera-eyed” the line 
from just west of the industrial park 
to Turnpike Road and then down 
Turnpike Road to what he called 
the Rabbit Hill area. The funds will 
primarily be used to reline pipe in 
this area that has become degraded. 
Bergeron stated that Crescent Street 
in Millers Falls had also been in-
spected, but that pipe lining “looked 
brand new.”

Other Business
Also on December 22, the board 

approved a transfer of a liquor li-
cense from Jake’s Tavern to Hubie’s 
Tavern. The popular bar restaurant is 
at 66 Avenue A in downtown Turn-
ers Falls. Shawn M. Hubert of Gill 
will be the new manager.

The board voted to declare both 
downtown Millers Falls and the 
Turners Falls Historic-Industrial 
District as areas of “disrepair and 
disinvestment.” This is necessary 
to apply for funds under the federal 
slum and blight program,

The board voted to extend the 
contract for the cable access pro-
vider, MCCI, until June 30. Mark 
Fairbrother, who sits on the Cable 
Advisory Committee, noted that the 
CAC had made significant progress 
in its negotiations with Comcast. 

However, he said, the CAC would 
need more time to complete this pro-
cess, and would then need to revisit 
its recommendations concerning the 
local access contract. 

In response to a question from 
the audience, Fairbrother stated that 
“the board received recommenda-
tions from the CAC, and there was 
some fairly broad viewpoints that 
more work needed to be done.” 

He also said that “it’s gone on 
long enough. We don’t want to 
stretch it out any longer than 
we have to.”

MONTAGUE from page A1
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Ingram, in an interview with 
the selectboard on Tuesday, was 
poised and diplomatic as he artic­
ulated the approach he would take 
in mnning the department. 

"I'm a ve1y open person. I've 
always had an open door policy. 
We want to work together as a 
team, and have these talks before 
we have the conflicts. I am very 
suppo1tive of everybody on the 
staff. I need to earn their bust, 
and be deserving of their tiust in 
return. It is a constant learning 
process - and holding yourself in 
check." 

Ingram was asked how he 
would handle a situation where he 
as fire chief might come in conflict 
with the selectboard over policy 
- the Leverett fire chief is a strong 
chief by Massachusetts statute, 
and as such will have authority to 
set policy for his depa1tment. 

He replied, "There will be dis­
agreements. We have to look at 
both sides, and work it out. The 
fire depa1trnent is about being a 
team. I find that the same thing is 
tme with the selectboard. We all 
work together as a team for the 
public." 

Ingram, who was born and 
raised in North Amherst, said he 
had family roots in Leverett and 
personal ties with members of 
the Leverett fire department, with 
whom he has responded to many 
calls on mutual aid. 

Ingram said he would 
he available to Leverett 

for emergencies, at 
least hy cell phone, 

even during his shifts 
in Amherst. 

His grandmother was born on 
Cave Hill Road, where the fam­
ily farm - Marvel Frum - was lo­
cated. His family owned a popular 
coffee shop in Amherst, where he 
joined the Amherst Fire Depa1t­
ment just out of high school, in 
1988. 

He received a masters degree 
in fire science and administration 
from Anna Maria College in Pax­
ton, MA, and attended the Nation­
al Fire Academy, an executive fire 
program in Emmitsburg, MD. 

"I would be ve1y lucky to work 
with the Leverett Fire Depa1t­
ment. I know all of them. It would 
be an honor to work with them," 
Ingram said. 

Ingram said he would work to 
ensure that members of the depa1t­
ment were trained to "the level of 
ability needed to respond to any 
emergency." 

He said he intends to continue 
in his job with the Amherst Fire 
Depa1tment, which requires him 
to work a 24 hours on, 24 hours 
off, 24 hours on, followed by five 
days off schedule as captain. 

Ingram said he would be avail­
able to Leverett for emergencies, 
at least by cell phone, even during 
his working shifts in Amherst. 

He also said, "I would like to 
meet with Chief Momzzi and 
work with him to figure out where 
the depa1tment is today, and where 
it would like to go in the future." 

Civello Retirement 
In other news, Dee.Ann Civ­

ello, who has served the town as 
treasurer and tax collector for 33 
years, announced she would retire 
by the end of this summer. 

Civello said she had first been 
hired as town clerk, in November 
of 1980, when the selectboai·d in­
vited her to come down and talk 
about the sudden opening left by 
the depaiture of Haniet Perry. 

That was on a Monday before 
Thanksgiving when she was six 
months pregnant with her first 
child. They hired her on the spot. 

The next day, she discovered 
the town's bank account was 
$14,000 overdrawn - it turned 
out to have been just a problem of 
cash flow - and she dove into the 
role of treasurer, as well. 

Deb Jacobsen took time to help 
Civello learn accounting skills, 
and she soon began working on 
computerizing the town census. 
By April of 1981, with a newborn 
in aims, she stepped down as town 
clerk, and has staffed the treasurer 
and collector's office ever since. 

Civello is known for working 
diligently, late at night, when the 
town hall is quiet, even on a New 
Year's Eve, like the the year be­
fore last when she was still total­
ing figures as the calendar changed 
at midnight. 

As it happened, the newly in­
stalled Adams furnaces in town 
hall malfunctioned that night, and 
Civello na1rnwly missed a serious 
case of cai·bon monoxide poison­
ing. And the tax bills continued to 
go out on time. 

Private Trash Hauling? 
Facing the May resignation of 

transfer station superintendent 
Neil Brazeau, the selectboai·d be­
gan a discussion of the possibil­
ity of switching over to a private 
hauler for curbside pickup, rather 
than continue operations at the 
difficult-to-staff transfer station. 

Brazeau's dad, Rich, select­
board chair, acknowledged that 
the transfer station "is a great 
meeting place," where Rattle­
snake Gutter Tmst earns nickels 
for land prese1vation from recy­
clables, and where many residents 
enjoy the book swap shed and 
other ainenities. 

But residents could wind up 
spending less in fees, and save on 
gas, or discontinue their own pri­
vate trash hauling se1vices if the 
town switched to a Shutesbmy­
style system of weekly 
pickup. u 
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Crunch Time For Elementary Regionalization 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

''This is a monumental deci­
sion," Union 28 supe1intendent Bob 
Mahler told Leverett school com­
mittee members on a chilly Monday 
night in the Leverett Elementaiy 
School libraiy this week, refening 
to coming votes on a proposal to 
adininisti·atively move the Leverett 
and Shutesbmy elementa1y schools 
into the Amherst-Pell1am Regional 
School District. 

That move, if approved by the 
APRS school committee at a vote 
expected as soon as next Tuesday, 
January 13, at a meeting scheduled 
at the Amherst High School libraiy, 
will first require the approval of 
town meetings in the four towns - all 
of which are already joined in a re­
gional school district for the educa­
tion of their middle and high school 
students. 

Creating a plan for a region that 
could include Shutesbmy and Lev­
erett with Amherst and Pell1am in 
a unified K-12 disti-ict has been, re­
cently, the work of a four town ap­
pointed regional school disti-ict plan­
ning boai·d, and more recently by a 
subcommittee of the regional school 
committee known as the Regional 
Agreement Working Group. 

Leverett's representatives to that 
group ai·e Kip Fonsh from the school 
committee, Ann Delai10 from the fi­
nance committee, and Julie Shively 
from the selectboai·d. 

After nearly three yeai·s of work, 
that four-town committee is putting 
the final touches on proposed amend­
ments to the APRS regional agree­
ment that will detennine changes in 
disti-ict governance and financing, 
spell out conditions for ai1y possible 
changes to future use or closure of 
school buildings, and guide the in­
tegration of educational prograins 
and cm11culum in a unified K-12 
disti-ict. 

Leverett school committee chair 
Kip Fonsh, a strong advocate of the 
proposed consolidation, said that the 
working document should be ready 
to present to the regional school 
committee at next week's meeting. 

But he declined to answer a gen­
eral question about the m1derlying 
philosophy infonning the com­
mittee's work in the ai·ea of school 
governance, for a proposed disti·ict 
that would include the three smaller 
towns' elementary schools in the 
same region with.Amherst, saying the 
working group's draft docmnent will 
not be made public m1til the regional 
committee votes it up or down. 

Fonsh told his colleagues on 
the Leverett school committee this 
week, "We are coming to the end of 
our third year of work. The final draft 
was to go out earlier this evening. We 
will make a final presentation to the 
regional school committee meeting," 
next Tuesday, "ai1d after that the Re­
gional Agreement Working Group 
goes out of existence." 

IftheAPRS regional school com-

mittee votes to adopt the proposed 
amendments, the ainended regional 
agreement would then be presented 
to town meetings in the four member 
towns. 

"We are hoping the vote will be 
at sp1ing town meeting," said Fonsh, 
who added, "If it passes in all four 
towns, the new configmation will go 
into effect in the fall of2016." 

If town meeting votes on the pro­
posed amended regional agreement 
ai·e all positive, Fonsh said, "Then 
this school committee will have to 
take a vote on leaving Union 28." 

School committee member Alan 
Mully asked, ''What if this group 
votes no?" after positive town meet­
ing votes to adopt the amended re­
gional agreement with Amherst, Pel­
hain and Shutesbmy. 

"Then you will have a lot of ex­
plaining to do to town meeting," said 
Fonsh. 

Meaiiwhile, acting on his own 
initiative, superintendent Maltler 
has set up info1mational sessions 
for community members on the pro­
posed chai1ges to elementaiy school 
administration in Leverett on Janu­
aiy 7, ai1d in Shutesbmy, at the el­
ementaiy school libraiy, at 6:30 next 
Tuesday, Januaiy 13. 

He refeITed to them on Monday 
as "Hey, what does this meai1?" ses­
sions, although he acknowledged he 
would be facilitating a discussion 
without having cleai· answers, with 
the working draft of the proposed re­
gional ainendment still not available 
to the public. 

But it is clear a decision by Lev­
erett or Shutesbmy to leave the su­
perintendency union with Erving, 
Wendell and New Salem, whose el­
ementaiy schools have been joined 
together under School Union 28 for 
more than a centuiy, would have a 
deep impact on Union 28 and the 
elementaiy schools that may remain 
under its administration. 

"This is a cloud over Union 28, no 
question about it. I get paid to defend 
Union 28," said Mahler. "I think it 
is important for people to talk about 
this." 

Fonsh said the Regional Agree­
ment Working Group (RA WG) an­
ticipates holding public heaiings in 
all four towns once the text of the 
amended agreement is finalized and 
approved by the regional school 
committee. Due to the timing of 
Mahler's planned informational ses­
sions, Fonsh said it was unfortunate, 
but RA WG members would be un­
able to attend either session. 

Less In Grants 
In other news, recently hired 

Union 28 business administrator 
Matthew Galman pleaded inexpe11-
ence over an e1rnr he made in cal­
culating the amount of revenue Lev­
erett Elementary could anticipate 
receiving from federal grai1ts in the 
coming fiscal yeai·. 

He presented a new draft budget 
to the school committee, reducing 

grant revenue by $10,000, ai1d show­
ing line item cuts to compensate for 
that calculation e1rnr. 

The new draft, like the previ­
ous one, outlines cuts to programs 
and budgets totalling $58,220, in 
order to meet a 3.5% decrease in 
overall spending for the elemen­
taiy school from last year's figme 
- $1,659,509. 

The new budget - $1,601,289 -
aligns with the budget reductions the 
selectboai·d and finance committee 
have requested from all departments 
this year, in order to set aside enough 
money in reserves to deal with one or 
two outstai1ding property tax abate­
ment cases, if they wind up being 
settled unfavorably for the town. 

The selectboai·d and finai1ce 
committees have also asked depait­
ments to prepare an alternate bud­
get scenai-io showing 8.5% budget 
decreases, in case the town decides 
not to raise property taxes across the 
board to compensate for the revenue 
shortfall which may occur if those 
tax abatement cases ai·e settled un­
favorably, but Maltler said he would 
not be presenting such a budget at 
this time. ''Too demoralizing," he 
said. "If that becomes reality, we cai1 
come up with one in 24 homs." 

But such deep cuts to the school 
budget would inevitably include per­
sonnel cutbacks, Mahler said. 

Even under a 3.5% decrease, the 
school will cut back on the hours of 
two teacher aides, along with profes­
sional development for staff, over­
time for custodians, the rainy day 
fund known as the extraordinaiy 
maintenance budget, and $1,500 
in libraiy mate11als, as an example 
of the across the board cuts recom­
mended in the draft budget. 

On the positive side, Maltler said 
professional development work­
shops for all Union 28 teachers, fa­
cilitated by UMass education profes­
sor Rebecca Woodlai1d, were going 
well, and Leverett p1-inicipal Mai·got 
Lacey chimed in, "It is so unusual to 
be in a school where you are able to 
pmsue development in such a longi­
tudinal way." 

After Mahler 
Maltler also said Union 28 has 

been fortunate in its recent crop of 
applicants to suceed him as superin­
tendent - his conti·act is up in July of 
this yeai·. 

The field has been winnowed to 
two remaining candidates: Jennifer 
Hagge1ty, p1incipal of Dexter Park 
elementary school in Orange, ai1d 
Tara Brandt, supe1visor of math at 
the Westfield public schools and a 
UMass doctoral student in educa­
tional policy. 

Both cai1didates have yeai·s of 
classroom experience; they will visit 
the schools on the 12th ai1d 13th of 
this month, ai1d then face a final in­
terview with the Union 28 adviso1y 
committee on Jaimary 26, at the Erv­
ing Elementary School at 6 p m. The 
public is invited to attend. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Pay for Firefighter Training; 
Funding for Fuel Assistance 

By KATIE NOLAN 

The Erving selectboard met on 
December 22 and Janua1y 5, but 
canceled its December 19 meeting. 

International Paper 
As of December 22, a request for 

proposals for a marketing feasibility 
study for the former International 
Paper mill property was due to be 
publicly posted Janua1y 7. The re­
p01t, funded at $65,000 by the No­
vember special town meeting, will 
be completed by June 2015. 

Administrative coordinator Tom 
Sharp commented that approximate­
ly 15 to 20 contractors attended the 
pre-RFP walk-through meeting. 

On Januaiy 5, highway foreman 
Glenn McCro1y told the board that 
eight contractors submitted bids to 
board up windows ai1d doors at the 
IP site. 

Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG) procure­
ment officer Andrea Woods, who 
has been advising the town on the 
bidding process, told McCro1y that 
the lowest bidder did not have suf­
ficient qualifications for the project 
and should be eliminated from con­
sideration. The board will review 
the bids and award the contract at 
its next meeting Jaimaiy 12. 

Human Resources 
The selectboard voted to pay 

firefighters for 25 hours of training 
time once they complete the Fire­
fighter I class and another 25 hours 
of training time once they complete 
the Firefighter 2 class, effective im­
mediately. Fire chief Philip Wonkka 
said the cul1'ent training budget will 
be enough to cover the expense. 

The board reviewed Wonkka's 
pe1fo1mance in meeting his 2014 
goals. Wonkka was graded in areas 
such as communication, training, 
administration, budgeting, equip­
ment, community outreach, and 
proficiency ai1d received an overall 
above average score. 

The board started the process 
of assigning human resources re­
sponsibilities to individuals or 
town offices. The selectboard will 
be responsible for developing job 
descriptions, classifying positions, 
and checking applicant statements 
for accuracy. The treasurer will de­
velop standai·d employment appli­
cations. 

The administrative coordinator 
will be responsible for criminal of­
fender records information, equal 
oppo1tunity and affiimative action 
compliance. Department heads will 
be responsible for establishing cri­
teria for screening applicants and 
drafting rejection letters. 

Block Grant Process 
MJ Adams, Franklin County Re-

gional Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority community development 
director, repo1ted that the latest 
Community Development Block 
Grant application for Erving, Wen­
dell, New Salem, No1thfield and 
Waiwick is requesting ai1 estimated 
$1.1 million in federal Housing and 
Urban Development funds. The 
grant would fund three programs: 
housing rehabilitation loans for low 
to moderate income residents, a fuel 
assistance safety net, and planning 
for senior housing in Eiving and 
Wendell. 

The majority of the requested 
grant will provide improvements 
to existing residences to bring them 
into compliai1ce with the build­
ing code and increase energy effi­
ciency. Cu11'ently, 54 homes in the 
five towns ai·e on the waiting list 
with active applications for reha­
bilitation. Twelve of the waiting list 
homes are in Erving. 

A po1tion of the grant requests 
funding for Keeping East County 
Waim (KECW), a program to pro­
vide fuel assistance benefits for 
people who are over-income for 
other fuel assistance, but are within 
the income guidelines for assistance 
under the Community Development 
Block Grant prograin. Additionally 
KECW will provide for emergency 
fuel deliveries for eligible residents 
who face a "no-heat" emergency. 

CDBG funding is also requested 
for a joint planning effo1t to advance 
the towns of Erving and Wendell in 
planning for the needs of low- and 
moderate-income seniors. Erving al­
ready owns property near the senior 
and community center that could be 
used for building senior housing. 

Adams mentioned that the town 
also has architectural drawings for 
four or five multi-apa1tment build­
ings, drafted in 2008. Selectboard 
members Margai·et Sullivan and 
William Bembmy said they had 
never seen the drawings, and asked 
administrative coordinator Tom 
Shaip to provide them at the next 
selectboard meeting. 

For Eiving, CDBG funds will be 
used to do pre-development plan­
ning for the prope1ty near the senior 
and community center. According 
to Adams, Wendell is "at a much 
earlier place in the process." 

Wendell has held several com­
munity meetings to discuss the topic 
and has worked with University of 
Massachusetts professor John Mul­
lin and graduate students who ai·e 
reseai·ching town needs and possi­
bilities. CDBG funds will be used to 
help explore next steps in Wendell 
as the UMass project continues from 
fall 2015 through spring 2016. 

Erving is nained as the lead com­
munity for submitting the regional 
CDBG application and has been 
working with FCRHRA to prepai·e 

the grant. Shaip noted that Adams 
and FCRHRA have usually been 
successful in obtaining federal fund­
ing through the CDBG program. 
Awai·d announcements ai·e expected 
in July 2015 and projects will sta1t 
in the fall of 2015. 

Office Space 
The selectboai·d agreed to let the 

recreation commission move its of­
fice to the first floor of the Pleas­
ant Street School building where 
School Union 28 uses the second 
floor for offices. McCrory said that 
the floor had been refinished and 
the walls painted in preparation for 
the move. The commission will be 
able to move in Janua1y 7, after new 
locks ai·e installed. 

Kiely to Retire 
Selectboard members reviewed 

and revised the job description for 
an interim senior and community 
center director. The interim director 
will nm the center after cm1·ent di­
rector Polly Kiely retires at the end 
ofFebrnaiy and will hold the posi­
tion until a pe1manent director is 
hired. The position was advertised 
at the end of December, with an ap­
plication deadline of Janua1y 21. 

The board decided to create a 
seven-person hiring coII11nittee, 
consisting of one selectboard mem­
ber, a council on aging member, 
two seniors, a recreation c01mnittee 
member, ai1d two other citizens. The 
boai·d hopes to hire an interim direc­
tor by F ebrna1y 17, in order to al­
low overlap with Kiely's last weeks 
at the center. 

Other Business 
On Januaiy 5, the board ap­

proved the job description for a six­
to eight-hour-per-week highway 
depa1tment secreta1y. The position 
will be advertised to cmTent town 
employees before being advertised 
publicly. 

The board approved hiring mu­
nicipal clerk Betsy Sicard for six 
hours per week to record and write 
selectboai·d meeting 1ninutes. Sicai·d 
currently works 34 hours per week. 

The board approved paying $350 
to FRCOG to help prepai·e bid pack­
ages for emergency generators for 
the water department and fire sta­
tion. Money for the generators was 
approved at the November 24, 2014 
special town meeting. 

The boai·d is considering calling 
a special town meeting for Febrnruy 
23 or March 2, in order to change the 
treasurer position from an elected 
position to an appointed position. 

If approved at the town meeting, 
the change would need to be ap­
proved by a town ballot vote within 
60 days before it becomes effec­
tive. 

TOWN OF ERVING 
INTERIM SENIOR DIRECTOR 

The Town of Erving seeks an interiin Senior/ 
Community Center Director to administer the 

daily operations of the Center for a period of 3 to 4 
months. Start date in mid-Feb1uary 2015. Approxi­

mately 30 hr/wk. Salary range of $500.00/week. 
Applications and references due by 3:00pm on 

January 21, 2015 (or until the position is filled) to: 
Town of Erving, 12 E. Main St, Erving, MA, 01344. 

Attn: Board of Selectmen. AA/EOE. 
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Avalanche Colorado Suburban 

RON SICARD 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box 729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

I~ 
CHEIIRDLET 

Tahoe ~uinox Traverse Vans 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax (413) 774-5746 

Pipion~TSHOP 
• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2 
Refills 

• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 
Residential / Commercial / Municipal 

60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 
Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j, 
\VendelL MA 

1 
!f,.,.,-

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties ', •.• ,._l~ ,._.~ 
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Greg, St. John's of Millers Falls 
I 

Today, as every day, we are thinking of 
you and missing and loving you so much. CHURCH 

Thank you. For being the son, brother, 
father and friend who is so greatly missed 
because of the amazing man you were. 

RENEW 

CELEBRATE 

INSPIRE 

Thank you for teaching us, showing us 
and reminding us what being a genuine, 
loving and kind person is all about. 

BECOMES 
contemporary+ community You are missed; you are loved. You are 

with us in the birds that fly and the sun that 
shines. In the moments where coincidence 
is not the explanation. 

You once said, "It's all about making 
memories." You were so right, Greg. Thank 
you for inspiring us to make them, and for 
the ones of you we cherish always. 

ARTWORK 

Love, 
Mom, Dad & Melissa, 
Jeremy & Mary Rose, 

Emily & Damien & Owen, 
Sarah, and Anthony 

Join us on KICKSTARTER: 
Millers Falls 

Arts Bridge 

AUTHOR from pageA1 

focused on Pallotta for one hour 
as he involved them in his rapid­
fire dialogue. 

"I need your help," he told 
them. "Which title do you like 
the best, this one or that one?" 
They screamed their answer. 

"Which color? Green or red?" 
"RED!" they shouted. 
He cleverly introduced them to 

the writing process as he showed 
them the rough lists with which 
he sta1ts, and his design sketch­
es. 

"I met a boy who didn't like 
to read," he told his audience, "so 
I wrote books he would like to 
read." 

These range from the Who 
Would Win series (Whale versus 
Giant Squid, for example, loaded 

with facts about both) to How 
Will I Get to School This Year? 
(To avoid riding the smelly bus, 
his students ride pigs, tigers, and 
several other exotic creatures to 
school.) 

Children were called up to the 
front of the room, and classmates 
were not shy about expressing 
their appreciation of some of the 
shenanigans that included a huge 
projected bee appearing to sting a 
volunteer. 

Pallotta 's visit, arranged by 
school librarian Jane Urban and 
suppo1ted in pa1t by a grant from 
the Erving Cultural Council, was 
a huge success with the students, 
whose delighted laughter could, I 
am sure, be heard throughout the 
school. u 

www.millersfallsartsbridge.org 

Jerry Pa/Iota and a book reader, with just some of the matry books Pallotta has written over the years. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Ir. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls 

Member Lino 
Carpet 

The Flooring Network. 

' ■ ; ■ -. ■ :; ,' ■ : .· 
The Yi11 TaveRn 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
·■, ■' ■· ■·'. 

'I •• l I • 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J. Roolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

300 Avenue A 
fomers Falls, MA 01376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.,lrkoolkin.com 

N-MASSAMONT 
ALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Offi 
(413) 665-3772 fax 

e 
il--l--
eac1, Oltico Ir lnd<poqd,nlly 

OWlfd .... 0,,0,.led. 

(,+13) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423·3810 Home 
don@cbumr.com E-mail 
-l ElmSt,1e~t, Sc,ut!L Dce1f1dd. MA013715 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appoimmem 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 
Accepting New Plow Customers 

Within 7 Miles of Montague Center 

522-2563 
www.T urn Lawn Care.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 97-8-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

Serving Home Grown 
Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

SOLHR STO 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or ~oreofgreenfield.oom 

.--· -1' Family Owned & Operated 
. ,·· ' Serving Titmers Falls area for 40 Years 

~; Dave Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
INNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 
WWll'Lturnersfallsplzza.com 

119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Marylou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR, SRES 

COHN&~ 
COMPANY 

KEAL t:STA1'EAGEl'ICY 

11 7 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield MA 01302-0638 

Direct: 413-223-1362 
Cell. 413-772-9279 
Fax: 413-773-1143 

marylou@cohnandcompany.com 
www.cohnandcompany.com 

Sere;u,b; Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

Jill Bromber.g 
Montague, MA 
serenityhomeorganizing.com 

413.367.9959 

• 
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By REPORTER STAFF 

TURNERS FALLS - Last 
spring, Montague town meeting 
voted for the town to commit to 
building a major skatepark at Unity 
Parle if a state grant covered 68% of 
it, and in October, that grant came 
through. 

Supporters have raised over 
$40,000 to contribute, and have 
promised to continue to raise funds 
to reduce the public donation. This 
Saturday, January l O there will be 
yet another fundraisi.ng event, this 
time with a totally stacked bill of 
heavier bands - Rebel Base, The 
Warblers, Tides, and OFC - at St. 
Kaz' hall on Avenue A. 

Greenfield's two-piece Rebel 
Base cranks out stomping jams 
with science fiction themes. They 
basically sound like the biscuits and 
gravy at the Brass Buckle. 

Amherst-based The Waa·ble1-s 
(below) are a heavy garage band, 

featuring some familiar faces, fresh 
off a recent album recorded with 
Easthampton engineer Justin Pizzo­
ferrato. A previous Reporter article 
has described their sound as "on the 
main line between the Troggs and 
Brain Drain-era Ramones." 

Tides (above), from Holyoke, 
play "hardcore with elements of 
reggae and hip hop." 

The whole thing is topped off 
by Turners Falls post-skacore king­
pins OFC, who have been playing 
skatepark benefits for years now 
and must just want to skate that 
thing before they're too old. 

The show is all ages and the 
cover is just $5, but do bring more 
money if you have it. Positive ID 
required for the bar, and all pro­
ceeds from the door, donation jar 
and t-shirt sales will go straight into 
the Unity Skatepark coffers. 

St. Kazimierz is located at 197 
Avenue A in Turners, and the show 
runs from 8 p m. to midnight. 

By LEE WICKS 

MONTAGUE CENTER - The 
Ebola outbreak in Africa may have 
slipped from the headlines, but the 
people of Sie1rn Leone affected by 
this disease are very much on the 
minds of a group of Montague resi­
dents. They are busy raising funds 
for urgently needed humanitarian 
relief there, especially for orphaned 
children. 

Marina Goldman of Montague 
has a long histo1y of involvement 
with Sierra Leone. She first went 
there from 1982 to 1984 as a Peace 
Corps volunteer. Over the years, 
Goldman has seen the counhy en­
dure a ten year civil war that de­
stroyed early advances in economic 
development. She could not visit 
during that time. 

That war ended in 2002, and 
slowly but surely, some progress 
towards economic recove1y began 
to emerge. She returned in 2007 af­
ter the civil war, and worked with 
a Sie1rn Leone medic and his sister, 
who was a midwife, h·eating mostly 
malarial and other parasitic and in­
fectious diseases. 

Then Ebola shuck, taking lives, 
closing schools, desh·oying busi­
nesses, undoing the fragile progress 
of the past years, and disrupting 
eve1y aspect of daily lives. She has 
first-hand knowledge of isolated 
villages, poor roads, and a health 
delive1y system ove1whelmed by 
Ebola. 

At a house pa1ty in December, 
hosted by Montague's Leigh Rae, 
Goldman presented a slide show and 
spoke about the situation, and about 
the work of Ann Marie Caulker, a 
remarkable woman who has been 
serving her community in Sierra 
Leone as an educator and activist. 

The goal of this house paity, and 
any subsequent ones, is to raise 

Ann Marie Caulker, founder of the Freetown, Sierra Leone-based 
Kataf!Ya Women?!-Development Fund (KAWDA). 

funds for the Katanya Women's De- small sign in an alley refen-ing to 
velopment Fund (KAWDA). This the organization she had formed. I 
non-governmental organization, op- recognized the name from the pa­
erating out of Freetown, the capital per, followed the alley, and climbed 
of Sieira Leone, was started by Allll up some rickety stairs to find an of­
Marie Caulker in 1996. flee of five people who were mak-

Goldman explained, "Ann Ma- ing posters and organizing their 
rie Caulker first sta1ted KA WDA next conference to educate women 
to help girls escaping from female leaders. 
genital mutilation (FGM)." "Ann Marie greeted me in 

Caulker herself is a victim of Kuranko, the tribal language of the 
FGM. She lost her mother at an ear- n01th, and was shocked when I an­
ly age, and man-ied eai·ly, yet man- swered her in Kuranko. It turned out 
aged to attend a teachers college that her relatives had been my 'fam-
and sta1t KAWDA. ily' during my Peace Corps years." 

A chance meeting in 2009 be- Yet another small-world mo-
tween Goldman and Caulker ment. 
spawned all this energy and com- In the beginning, KAWDA was 
mihnent. Goldman remembers it mostly a program to develop leam­
well: ing skills and keep young girls off 

"I met Ann Mai·ie because I read the sh·eet and away from early mar­
in the Freetown paper that a woman riage. Then around 2002 Caulker 
had been stoned in a market place fom1ed a free primary school that 
for hying to convince women not took students as young as 5 yeai·s 
to submit to "cutting," otherwise old. 
known as female genital mutilation All schools in Sie1rn Leone are 
(FGM). closed now, and the 01-iginal mission 

"I had no idea where I could find ofKAWDAhas been usurped by the 
this woman, but one day I was driv- urgent needs of Ebola victims. 
ing in a car in Freetown and saw a see KAWDA page B4 

TURNERS BOYS START THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

DAVID HOITT PHOTO 

Liam Ellis recorded his second triple double of the season against Greenfield December 29. 

By MATT ROBINSON 

The Turners Falls Boys' basketball squad 
has staited the 2014-15 season strong, going 
5 and 2 overall, and 4 and I in the Hampshire 
League. 

The First Five Games 
The squad's only loss in December was a 

nail biter against nonleague opponent, Nai1-a-

gansett. 
In their opener, on December 15, Turners 

exploded out of the gates, defeating Athol by 
23 points, 63 to 40. In that game, 10 different 
Indians scored points, with Tyler Charbonneau 
(14), Liam Ellis (15), and Jalen Sanders each 
sc011ng in double figures. 

"We rai1 the comt well, ai1d were rewai·ded 

see BASKETBALL page B8 

I've been giving thought to this business of 
New Year's resolutions. Making lists of behav­
ioral changes implies failure in the past year's 
perfo1mai1ce. Kind of like having a large mama 
figure hove1-ing and waving a list of"shoulds". 
Of com-se, these lists never get checked off. 
We're only human. 

How about a list of last yeai·'s accomplish­
ments? Here's what I'm thinking about this 
year. I'd like to make a list of impo1tant things 
I want to do. Not what I ought to do. In fact, 
1-ight at the top will be "letting go". 

I'd like to let go of useless wonying, those 
thoughts in the middle of the night that are nev­
er good. I'd like to let go of guilt over things 
past. I'd like to get 11d of things I don't use or 
need. That way I could put more energy into 
enjoying the good, feeling happy, and making 
do. 

So, ready or not, here comes a whole new 
year. 

Those amazing, colorful seed catalogues 
have ai11ved, just in time to order for a new 
garden season. At this chilly season, absolute­
ly eve1ything looks delicious or beautiful to 
grow. It's hard not to go overboai·d with order­
ing one of eve1ything. Before you do, check 
out last season's seed supplies. Anything dated 
for growing in 2014 can be plai1ted next year, 
unless you didn't like the results or the taste. 

After last year's late blight literally wiped 
out the tomato crops, Burpee has come out 
with what sounds like the tomato solution of 
the centmy. The seed is called Cloudy Day Hy­
brid. It promises a th11ving crop in cool weath­
er, resistance to both eai·ly ai1d late blight, as 
well as juicy, flavorful fiuits. Almost too good 
to be hue, but well wo1th hying. 

As a gardener who shuggles to let go of 
anything that is alive and well, I have promised 
myself to grow fewer tomato plants this year. 
The last few seasons, I've staited two seeds in 
every cell of my fo1ty cell plai1ter, thus ending 

MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

up with over eighty tomato plants. That's 11-
diculous even if I am able to give many away. 

Maybe half as many this year, ai1d only eight 
or ten plants in the gai·den. For some reason, 
it's always easier to shai·e extra fiuits than to 
persuade fi-iends to adopt just one or two more 
orphan plants. 

I'm letting go of growing smnmer squash, 
but looking fo1wai·d to an even lai·ger crop of 
butternut. The latter grew and stored well ai1d 
were enjoyed 1-ight up to Chrishnas. 

We're switching back from bush beans to 
pole climbers. They're easier to harvest ai1d 
take up much less ground space. 

There are never enough peas, so this year 
we'll set aside space for two double rows. 
Ymnmy gai·den candy to result and a well­
nom-ished piece of earth for a later plai1ting of 
greens, or some such, after the smnmer heat 
has passed. 

Once again, I'm recommending the mai-i­
gold for its insect repelling feature. We had ab­
solutely no issue with aphids or bean beetles, 
and the crop of asparagus beetles was limited. 
This may not be the most beautiful nor fragrant 
flower of your gai·den, but they are unsmpassed 
for tl1eir other skills. Just enjoy planting other 
more fi-agi-ant beauties like sweet peas. 

I've been browsing in a book called ''The 

see GARDENER'S page B4 
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Pet of the Week 
I was brought to Dakin because my person developed allergies. I am a 
9-year-old domestic shorthair mix, and an all-around pmTffect cat. I have 

lived with dogs and cats in my previous home without a problem. 

SNICKERS 

I love being a couch 
potato and I love to be 
petted on my back and 
neck. I am a sweet cat 
that likes to snuggle in 
bed. I will go under the 
covers with you and lay 
on top of you (if you let 
me of course) but please 
let me because I love to 

be warm. 

I can also be your bug 
exterminator because 
I can chase bugs and 
moths more or less 
follow them around the 

house. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley Humane Society at 
(413) 548-9898 or at info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
January 12 to 16 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of­
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do­
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday 1/12 
8:30 am. Foot clinic (by appt.) 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday: 1/13 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
12 p.m. Lunch 
Wednesday 1/14 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
11: 15 a.m. Friends' Meeting 
12 p.m. Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday: 1/15 
9 am. Tai Chi 
12 p.m. Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday: 1/16 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon­
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 pm. for activities and con­
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res­
ervations required 24 hours in ad­
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re­
becca Meuse at 423-3308 for meal 
information and reservations. 

For information, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 1/12 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 Quilting 
Tuesday 1/13 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 am. C.O.A. Meeting 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 1/14 
8:45 am. Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
12 pm. Bingo 
Thursday 1/15 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Muscles 
12 pm. Cards 
Friday 1/16 
9 a.m. Bowling 
12 pm. Beginner Quilting 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at ( 413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes­
day for a reservation. 
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Gill has a new package store, The Spirit Shoppe, located at 4 Main Road in Gill just before Route 2, in the previ­
ous location of Great Falls Coffee Co. Owner Steve Schechterle (inset) also owns Spin't Shoppes in South Dee,jield and 

Sunder/and, and wz'th his wife 0111ns Four Corners Fine Wine & Spirits in Greenfield. 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Aneurysms are pretty scary 
things. Do they have any symp­
toms? 

Anemysms are artery bulges. 
And, yes, they are scary because, 
if they burst, they are lethal. Many 
victims of a mptured anemysm die 
before they get to a hospital. 

The type and location of the an­
emysm will determine the syinp­
toms. 

Chest aortic anemysms, which 
occur in the large blood vessel (aor­
ta) that can-ies blood from the heart 
to other parts of the body, may cause 
shortness of breath, a raspy voice, 
backache, or shoulder pain. 

Abdominal aortic anemysms 
may cause pain or tenderness below 
your stomach, make you less hun­
gry, or give you an upset stomach. 
Cerebral anemysms may produce 
headaches, pain in your neck and 
face, or trouble seeing and talking. 

Venti-icular anemysms in the 
heart's main pumping chamber (the 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Symptoms of Aneurysms 
left ventricle) may cause shortness 
of breath, chest pain, or an il1'egular 
heart beat. 

Fortunately, anemysms can be 
detected by a physical examination, 
x-ray, ulti·asound and modern imag­
ing systems such as a CAT scan or 
an MRI. 

The size and location of the an­
emysm determines the treatment 
method. For example, anemysms in 
the upper chest are usually operated 
on immediately. Anemysms in the 
lower chest and the area below your 
stomach are watched at first. If they 
grow too large or cause symptoms, 
surgery may be required. 

If you have an a01tic anemysm, 
your doctor may prescribe medi­
cines before surgery or instead of 
surgery. Medicines are used to lower 
blood pressure, relax blood vessels, 
and lower the risk that the anemysm 
will mpture. Beta blockers and cal­
cimn channel blockers are the medi­
cines most commonly used. 

The standard treatment for aneu­
rysm once it meets the indications 
for surgery is replacement of that 
weakened portion of the aorta with 
an artificial graft. Usually, a gi·aft 
made from Dacron, a material that 
will not wear out, is used. 

In recent years, a treatment has 
been developed to repair an aneu­
rysm using less-invasive surgery. 
In the procedure, a stent-gi·aft made 
of a polyester tube inside a metal 
cylinder is inserted into the blood­
sti·eam at the end of a catheter. The 
stent-graft is positioned to cany the 

blood flow instead of the anemysm. 
The following increase the risk 

of getting an anemysm: being older 
than 60, plaque in the arteries (ath­
erosclerosis), high blood pressure, 
smoking, injm-ies or infections of 
the blood vessels, a congenital ab-
1101mality, and inherited diseases. 

Most anemysms are caused by a 
breakdown in the proteins that pro­
vide the structural strength to the 
wall of the aorta. These proteins can 
gradually deteriorate with age. But 
inflammation that is associated with 
atherosclerosis can accelerate this 
process. 

There are also naturally occur­
ring enzymes that cause the break­
down of the proteins. An excess of 
these enzymes or other conditions 
that activate these enzymes may 
also contribute to the formation of 
an anemysm, or its sudden growth. 
In rare cases an anemysm may be 
caused by infection. 

The combination of early diag­
nosis with safer, simpler, and ever 
more successful treatinents can pre­
vent needless deaths due to mptured 
anemysms. If you think you or one 
of your family members might have 
an aortic anemysm, see a doctor 
without delay. 

If you would like to ask a ques­
tion, write to fred@healthygeezer. 
com. 

If you would like 
to ask a question, write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Tumcri; l't11ls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

•d■I PICI(LES I 
NaturaU~ Fermented &-Raw 

·-.... 1, I m;.U.\4 t 
,......_~ 

Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

U pinngil, and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you o place to go" 

1 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mfchael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

mantague, ma 01351 
info@mantaguewebworks.com 
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Meanwhile, back at the Spotted Pig .... 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

Not knowing what else I could 
do, on Friday I got back in my Bal­
kaniaAutotraktor and spent an hour 
or two getting it mnning again, 
with help from the neighbors, as 
usual, and drove back down south 
through Patras, to the Spotted Pig. 

I didn't walk directly in the door. 
I drifted for a while, wandering the 
crowded streets of the town in an 
aimless pattern, examining the rear 
entrances of the dmg store and po­
lice station, the Turkish bazaar and 
booksellers, back alleys and con­
stmction zones, the piled student 
wan-ens and their busy, teeming 
parking lots. 

People dashed slantwise through 
the street, heedless of traffic pat­
terns, and I pulled my collar closer. 
My ratty Irish wool was too thin 
for this winter weather. 

Several times, I walked around 
the labyrinthine building that held 
the Spotted Pig, not always in the 
same direction, each time telling 
myself, "Just go in. Walk straight 
up to the bar. Act like nothing out 
of the ordina1y is happening." How 
could anything be out of the ordi­
naiy at the Spotted Pig? 

Each time I passed the front 
door my hea1t flew into my throat 
at the thought she might look out 
and see me, or worse, be standing 
in the doorway. Finally, on the third 
or fourth try, I made it through the 
door. 

There was a clear path to the far 
side of the bar, but the thick over 
humid air inside fo1med an instant 
haze on the lenses of my glasses 
and even though she might have 
missed me crossing to the far side 
in the shadows by the staff bath­
room, I couldn't see her either. 

I found myself sitting in a stud­
iedly relaxed pose in a high backed 
bai· stool directly across from the 
cash register where Iona stood, 
back to me, talking to the night 
manager. 

"Thank you," I breathed. "That 
was pe1fect." 

I took my glasses off and put 
them on the bar and pretended to 
study the menu. When she finally 
turned towai·d me, her eyes met 
mine, and hers lit up, which de­
lighted me. 

I could see emotions flicker on 
her irises like images from a mag­
ic lantern. They ran swiftly down 
the gainut from pleasant surprise 
to disbelief to wariness: what was 
I doing here two weekends in a 
row? 

And then she did her best to put 
her feelings back behind her stai·­
tling grey eyes. 

She walked over toward me 
with the impulsive, horsey stride 

MIKE SLIVA ILLUSTRATION 

that always makes the impressive­
ly tall upper half of her body look 
like it had been canted fo1ward 
from her pelvis by some absent­
minded sculptor up to his elbows in 
breathing clay but keeping, as she 
always did, her poised awareness 
of the wide wooden bar between 
us, she leaned over and in that low 
thrilling voice reserved for special 
friends and a few odd interlopers 
asked, "How are you?" 

"I'm fine," I lied. 
In fact, my hea1t was beating in 

a staccato rhythm like a Benzedrine 
addict's. I was perspiring freely in 
the chilly bai·, but Iona soon had me 
settled down with a pint of some­
thing smooth and black and redo­
lent of chan-ed barley and though 
ve1y little had been said between us 
much had been communicated, not 
all of it hopeful, and now, I knew, 
she had to circulate. 

People called out orders. The 
music was getting louder, and I 
did my best to hold on and keep 
my gaze level, directed mostly at 
the weirdly expressive paintings 
on the tangerine walls, po1traits 
in swirling dai·k reds and blues of 
wounded men wearing halos and 
exuberant black women who had 
somehow been freed of pain and 
indulgent self po1traits of the art­
ist as a Spaniard in exaltation and 
every so often Iona would cross my 
line of vision like a sloop under sail 
before a steady gale and I held tight 
to the bar and tried not to let go. 

"What have you been up to?" 
she idly asked, on one of her return 
trips. 

"Oh ... reairnnging data." I felt a 
shai-p pang of me, and she laughed 
as if I had made some large exis­
tential statement, but it was tiue. 
And an isolate experience it had 
been, walled off from the world 
behind badly soundproofed parti­
tions, the sterile click and clack of 
keyboai·ds the only accompaniment 
to my desolate wanderings through 
the mined dreamscape archipelago 
of modem hmnankind. 

I longed for the chafed skin, 
muscle weariness, bmises and 
abrasions of honest labor, and as 
the to1-por descended with each 
small swallow, I recalled the one 
and only tmly uplifting sound I had 
heard all day: a waywai·d cricket, 
seeking refuge from the terrible 
outdoors, chi1-ping by a heating 
grate in the company lunchroom. 

"Can I get you anything else?" 
Iona was standing to my left, 

leaning companionably against the 
bar. 

"A Laphroaig. Neat." 
She had taught me to say that to 

her, back at the Golden Mean. 

Continued next week. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Yelling, Donuts, Pitbulls, Fireworks, 
Secret Camp, Lost Boy 

Monday, u/15 

2:22 p.m. Larceny on M 
Street. Report taken. 
5:38 p.m. Report of an 
intoxicated male yelling 
racial slurs at people pass­
ing by in the alley near the 
Pizza House. Area search 
negative. 
Tuesday, IZ/16 

8:00 a.m. Laptop reported 
stolen from Avenue A of­
fice. Investigated. 
7:1<8 p.m. 

fault warrant. 

was arrested on 
two default warrants. 
Wednesday, U/1'7 

11 :52 a.m. A party was 
arrested on a Section 36 

warrant of apprehension 
on Fourth Street. 
3:53 p.m. Report of a 
single car accident on 
Wendell Road. Airbags 
deployed; no operator in 
sight. K9 unit brought 
in to search for operator. 
Contact eventually made 
with operator, who stated 
she was not injured. Ad­
vised she needed to come 
into the station to make a 
report. 
Thursday, 1z/ls 

7:55 a.m. 

an 
from Virginia. 
8:03 a.m. Report that 
someone did donuts in 
the parking lot of an auto 
shop overnight, kicking up 
rocks and possibly damag­
ing a customer's vehicle. 
Responding officer found 
no damage to vehicle, just 
mud; will attempt to con­
tact suspect. 
11 :30 a.m. Request for 
an officer to assist with a 
student who is out of con­
trol, throwing computers, 
etc. Peace restored. 
1:1<9 p.m. Complaint re­
garding 2 pitbulls allowed 
to run around and def­
ecate on neighbors' lawns 
on Fifth Street as well as 
in the Fourth Street alley­
way. Referred to animal 
control officer. 
'l;:1<1 p.m. Second com­
plaint regarding owners 
not cleaning up after dogs 
on Fifth Street. Copies of 
this and previous calls left 
for animal control officer; 
caller also encouraged to 
contact Board of Health. 
5:1<8 p.m. Caller reports 
that while out walking 
she observed a red Subaru 
with two males who ap­
peared to be trying to 
pick up an item, possibly 
an animal or a person. Re­
sponding officer spoke to 
parties, who live nearby; 
one of them had found 
a deer carcass and was 
cleaning it on the side of 
the road near the car. 
Friday, u/19 

8:25 p.m. Caller reports a 
needle on the floor in the 
men's room at F.L. Rob-

erts. Services rendered. 
Saturday, 12/20 

12:1<2 p.m. Caller from 
Montague Center re­
ports that a vehicle that 
he borrowed from a friend 
has been stolen from his 
driveway. Vehicle last seen 
at 3 a.m. today; door was 
unlocked and keys were in 
the ignition. State police 
and Greenfield PD noti­
fied to be on lookout. State 
police later called to report 
that this vehicle was found 
crashed and abandoned in 
Leyden today. Owner of 
vehicle filled out stolen 
vehicle form. 
Sunday, 1z/z1 

8:22 a.m. Caller from Fifth 
Street reports that his 
child went outside to play 
this morning and came 
back inside with a "hero­
in" needle stuck in his/her 
hand. Caller's girlfriend 
pulled it out and threw 
it in the dumpster. Call­
er went downstairs and 
yelled at neighbor (pre­
sumed source of needle); 
is very upset about situ­
ation and unsure what to 
do. Advised caller to take 
child to hospital right 
away. Caller stated that 
he was looking in the 
dumpster for the needle 
but couldn't find it; there 
were fresh tracks to the 
dumpster and he feels like 
the neighbor came to take 
the needle away. Caller 
en route to hospital with 
child. Investigated. 
Monday, 1z/zz 
12:58 a.m. 911 hangup 
call; male party who 
sounded intoxicated an­
swered question with ''.Ahh 
who knows, see you later" 
and disconnected. Officers 
responded; no emergency 
assistance needed; party is 
intoxicated and does not 
recall dialing 911. 

8:1<2 a.m. Caller from L 
Street reports that a male 
party wanted to fight him 
after caller intervened as 
male party was screaming 
at woman in car in front 
of caller's address. Last 
seen wall,ing up Fifth 
Street toward Avenue A. 
Unable to locate. 
Tuesday, 1z/z3 

9:01 p.m. Playstation and 
several pieces of jewelry 
reported stolen from an 
apartment on Fourth 
Street. Report taken. 
9:08 p.m. Caller from Wal­
nut Street reports that 
her apartment has been 
broken into: the door was 
kicked in and several items 
are missing. Report taken. 
11 :38 p.m. Loud mu­
sic complaint on Fourth 
Street. Investigated. 
Wednesday, 1z/z4 

2:23 a.m. Male 911 caller 
reporting structure fire 
on Ninth Street. TFFD 
and WMECO advised 
and en route. Respond­
ing officers report that 
first floor is fully involved. 
Street blocked off due to 
live wires in road. Fire 

marshal on scene. Report 
taken. 
11:22 p.m. Complaint re­
garding people setting 
off fireworks in area of 
Hillcrest Homes. Officer 
spoke to a few people who 
advised that those shoot­
ing off the fireworks had 
left the area. 
Thursday, IZIZ5 
3:57 a.m. Loud noise com­
plaint from Central Street 
apartment building. Offi­
cer spoke with neighbor, 
who said he would quiet 
down. 
2: 17 p.m. Couple returned 
home to Millers Falls 
Road to find that their 
house had been broken 
into and ransacked. Inves­
tigated. 
Friday, IZIZ6 
12:1;7 a.m. Complaint of 
fireworks being set off 
on G Street. Area search 
negative. 
5:32 a.m. Caller reports 
that she let her dog out 
and it was attacked by a 
fox that may have been 
rabid. Caller reports no 
injuries to her dog. Officer 
unable to locate fox. 
6: 16 p.m. Laptop comput­
er reported stolen from 
an Avenue A apartment. 
Investigated. Caller later 
reported that he had re­
ceived his laptop back. 
11:51; p.m. 911 caller re­
ports what sounded like 
shots fired close to her 
house on L Street, possi­
bly connected with a pre­
vious incident of someone 
knocking and running. Re­
sponding officers reported 
seeing a small burst of 
fireworks in the area of 
the top of the hill. 
Saturday, 1 z/ Z'7 
1:51; p.m. Caller from 
Franklin Commons re­
ports that some kind of 
camp is set up behind her 
house. There is a tent­
type structure, trash, beer 
cans, cooking equipment, 
and a spot where a fire 
had been set up. It also 
appears that someone was 
trying to build something 
and is digging into the 
ground. Responding of­
ficer will speak with tech 
school students when he 
sees them next. 
3: 16 p.m. Caller reports 
finding a young boy in the 
woods behind her home 
on Demers Lane. The boy 
was lost after walking in 
the woods with his dog. 
Officer provided trans­
port; boy returned home. 
6:01; p.m. Vehicle vs. 
deer collision on Federal 
Street. No injuries to ve­
hicle occupants; deer in­
jured and still on scene. 
Report taken. 
9:29 p.m. Caller reports 
that his laundry was sto­
len out of one of the dry­
ers at the Third Street 
Laundry. Report taken. 
Stmday, 1 z/ ZS 

11 :'I; 1 a.m. Caller driv­
ing near airport noticed a 
grey car that appeared to 

have hit a white trailer at 
the airport near a hangar. 
Damage to vehicle ob­
served. Responding officer 
located vehicle; it appears 
that it was crashed into a 
Hillside Plastics trailer. 
Vehicle towed; Hillside 
notified 
3: 1 7 p.m. Two-vehicle ac­
cident with airbag deploy­
ment at Turners Falls 
Road and Ferry Road. 
One operator cited with a 
warning for failure to use 
care when stopping (for a 
squirrel). 
6:07 p.m. Report of nee­
dle in hallway of Fourth 
Street apartment building. 
Item retrieved. 
9:1;5 p.m. Two calls re­
garding kids ringing 
doorbell, banging on door, 
running away, and looking 
in windows with a flash­
light on Crocker Avenue 
and Davis Street. Area 
search negative. 
Monday, iz/ Z9 

1:01 p.m. Report of 
highly intoxicated female 
who drove to Food City 
and was stumbling in the 
parking lot. Officer pro­
vided courtesy transport 
to Gill. 
11: 16 p.m. Report of in­
toxicated male walking in 
and out of traffic on Av­
enue A; caller almost hit 
him. Party taken into pro­
tective custody. 
Tuesday, 1z/30 

1:19 p.m. Caller from 
Fourth Street reports that 
his storage unit and the 
one next to his were bro­
ken into. A saw and a sur­
round sound stereo were 
stolen. Report taken. 
1:57 p.m. Complaint re­
garding ongoing problem 
with too many unregis­
tered vehicles on a Turn­
ers Falls Road property. 
Services rendered. 
8:20 p.m. Caller from 
Montague City Road re­
ports that she was as­
saulted by a male party. 
Summons issued. 
Wednesday, iz/31 

12:21; p.m. Report from 
Avenue A of ongoing 
noise and other issues 
with upstairs neighbors. 
Advised of options. 
5: 1 7 p.m. Following a dis­
turbance in Gill, a male 
party was removed to the 
hospital. 
Thursday, 1/1 
4: 11 a.m. Caller from Av­
enue C reports that when 
he went to start his rental 
car, he found that the pas­
senger side window had 
been broken. Investigated. 
Friday, 1/z 

7:22 a.m. Complaint re­
garding a train idling 
all day yesterday and to­
day near South Prospect 
Street. Pan Am advised. 
7:49 a.m. Caller advises 
that the red light is flash­
ing on the pump station 
for the wastewater treat­
ment plant in Lake Pleas­
ant. WWTF advised; will 

see MPD next page 
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Dudek Tax Service 
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10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here's the wcry it was on Janu­

ary 6, 2015: News from the Mon­
tague Reporter's archive. 

Montague Chief 
Ray Zukowski, Montague's 

new chief of police, said if he had 
his wish he would like to see the 
three vacant positions on his force 
refilled. 

having served continuously since 
the first town meeting election in 
1964. 

Wendell animal control officer 
Maggie Houghton apologized for 
mistakenly euthanizing Joe, a cat 
owned by Jesse Menick and Mi­
chelle Sullivan, who had entered a 
neighbor's house and acted aggres­
sively. 

America's Dad 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER JANUARY 8, 2015 

Zukowski said the department 
has no Spanish-speaking officer, a 
serious drawback in maintaining 
relations or conducting investiga­
tions with the growing Hispanic 
community in town. 

On Janruuy 19, Bill Cosby will 
b11ng his message of parental re­
sponsibility to town, for a talk 
aimed at families of children in the 
Gill-Montague schools. 

Montague Center's Marina Goldman meets with women in S iel"f'a Leone. 

Errata 
On Tuesday morning Richard 

0. "Dickie" Guy passed away at 
home. Guy was the last original 
member of Montague's represen­
tative town meeting still serving, 

GARDENER'S from page B1 

Unsung Season: Gardens and Gar­
deners in Winte1~• by Sydney Eddi­
son. It's been fun to read about what 
gardeners do to fulfill their garden­
ing itch even through the winter 
months. 

There is considerable discussion 
of what I'd call design gardening. 
Many gardeners take great pleasme 
in the line and shape of their yard, 
creating interest for the eye with 
fencing, cmving rows and foliage of 
varying shapes and size. 

Then there are those who plant 
so as to have color in winter. I keep 
busy enough tending crops and 
weeds to spend much time on shapes 
and lines, but we are enjoying the 
copper tops of the garden gate, the 
cmving branches of the Forsythia 
and the wild growth of the undisci­
plined fnrit trees. Even the shape and 
hills of the yard stand out now and 
please the eye. 

There are beautiful perennial 
grasses in reds and blues, plumes and 
clumps that are hardy in New Eng-

A resident of nearby Shelburne, 
Cosby scheduled the talk in Tmners 
following a fight between neigh­
borhood teens in August which 
left 16-year-old Elie Zieba dead of 
head injmies. 

land. We'd like to put in some of this 
color another year. 

What gets us through the winter 
is orde11ng supplies and planning for 
next year's garden. We can drool for 
hom-s over the luscious col01-s and 
desc11ptions in the incoming seed 
catalogues. 

Sydney Eddison wiites, "One 
tiring I've found out is that garden­
ers are happier tl1an most people ... " 
Iftllis is hue, I tllink it's because gar­
dene1-s spend much time in tl1e sun 
and fresh air with om hands in the 
earth. 

But I also believe we are happy 
when we find sometlring for which 
we have a passion. It can be any­
tlring: painting, teaching, wiiting, 
planting, working witl1 othe1-s. 

If I had one New Year's wish for 
all of you, it would be to throw yom­
self into sometlring witl1 passion. 
Finding and doing sometlring we 
have a passion for makes us happier, 
healtllier and kinder human beings. 
What more could we wish for? 

Happy New Year! u 

KAWDA from pg B1 

Once the Ebola crisis has passed, 
KAWDA will continue to strength­
en civil society through educa­
tion and skills training programs 
for women and children in Sie1n 
Leone. The For Goodness Sake 
campaign, named after Caulker's 
deceased son Goodness, hopes to 
raise money to sustain the work of 
KAWDA. 

The For Goodness Sake cam­
paign will raise money for basic 
necessa1y supplies, such as 11ce 
and bleach. At the house party 
Goldman assured the guests that 
every dollar of each donation will 
go directly to se1ving the needs of 
families in Sie1n Leone. 

The New England Peace Pago­
da has offered to serve as the fis­
cal agent for this effo1t, and checks 
may be sent to New England Peace 
Pagoda / For Goodness Sake, PO 
Box 416, Montague, MA 01351. 

Rae was willing to host the 
first fundraising house pa1ty for 
KAWDA because she has a long 
involvement with the organization 
and with Goldman, whom she has 
known since college. 

Leah's daughter Zoe traveled to 
Freetown in 2011 to work at Caulk­
er's school, along with Goldman's 
sons, Noah and Jakob. 

MPD from prev. page 

look into matter. 
Saturday, 1 / s 
10: 16 a.m. Caller from 
Unity Street reports that 
two red Radio Flyer tri­
cycles were taken from his 
yard since Thursday. Re­
port taken. 

collector forgot about 
them. No police service 
necessary. 

caller's peace. Officer de­
termined that noise level 
was not unreasonable 
and advised caller that 
he could not tell the first 
floor tenant not to talk in 
her apartment. 

arrested on three default 
warrants. 
3:32 p.m. Child reported 
missing in Lake Pleasant. 
TFFD advised; state po­
lice contacted for helicop­
ter. While on phone with 
grandfather, he advised 
that child is back. No inju­
ries; all OK. 

3: 11 p.m. 911 caller re­
ports that his rnbbish did 
not get picked up today. 
Caller advised that this 
was an emergency line. 
Caller called back on busi­
ness line and stated that 
he believed the rubbish 

Multiple auto accidents 
due to weather. 
Sunday, 1/4 

3:51' a.m. Truck vandal­
ized on Fourth Street. Re­
port taken. 
7:1<2 a.m. Caller requests 
that officer speal, with 
first floor neighbor who 
frequently talks loudly 
in her apartment in the 
mornings, disturbing the 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

8:37 a.m. Report of as­
sault and battery over a 
parking issue on H Street. 
Peace restored; parties ad­
vised of options. 
Multiple auto accidents 
and traffic hazards due to 
weather. 

Rabid Fox on West Gill Road? 
Monday, 12/z9 
6:05 a.m. Suspicious mo­
tor vehicle located in corn 
field. Checked out OK. 
9:20 a.m. Assisted Gov­
ernor's Task Force on 
School Safety. 
3:15 p.m. Report of resi­
dence from West Gill 
Road with harassing con­
tact with Atl10l youtl1. 
Under investigation. 
6:10 p.m. Assisted Attle­
boro PD with investiga-

tion of a local resident in 
connection with larceny 
in their city. 
Tuesday, 12/so 
3:15 p.m. Suspicious per­
son on Main Road. Direc­
tions provided to friend's 
residence. 
1:30 p.m. Assisted West 
Gill Road residence with 
harassment issue. 
Wednesday, 12/s1 
3 p.m. Rabid fox reported 
at West Gill Road resi-

dence. Not located. 
5:15 p.m. Walnut Street 
resident taken into cus­
tody for mental illness 
evaluation. 
Friday, 1/z 
10:20 a.m. Trnck reported 
missing from Center Road. 
Investigation located it in 
Bernardston. No charges 
pending. 
3:20 p.m. Officer assis­
tance requested for resi­
dent on West Gill Road 

witl1 mental illness. 
Saturday, 1/s 
7:30 p.m. Assisted Ber­
nardston PD with motor 
vehicle accident on Route 
10. 

8:32 p.m. Medical assis­
tance at Walnut Street. 
Sunday, 1/4 

10:30 a.m. Firearms is­
sue reported on West Gill 
Road. Officer investigated 
same; all set. 

Rae said, "Ann Marie visited 
Montague in early 2012 and again 
in 2014, and during both of these 
visits, I spent lots of time with her. 
As a result, we fo1med a Board 
of Directors for KAWDA in early 
2014,"with Marina andNoal1 Gold­
man, Montague's Sue Lowery, and 
Ingrid Askew and Kristen Elechko 
from Amherst and No1thampton. 

The goal of this board is to help 
Caulker maintain her ability to 
serve dming tllis difficult time and 
to help her develop more organi­
zational capacity to respond to a 
larger audience. 

Rae added, "In the long mn, 
we would like to suppo1t some 
badly needed improvements to her 
school: a well for clean water, a 
real stmcture that is not threatened 
eve1y time there is a sto1m, support 
for teacher salaries, and more." 

Goldman, Rae, their children, 
and other caring people, refuse 
to sit back and wait for more and 
more bad news, especially since 
some international aid programs 
have evacuated or had their re­
sources severely stretched. 

Goldman's family jump-started 
the fundraising effo1t by foregoing 
holiday gifts in favor of making 
a donation to KAWDA. She said, 
"Our family and one or two fainily 

friends gave thousands of dollars 
to various organizations in Sie1rn 
Leone, instead of spending any 
money on Chanukal1." 

The For Goodness Sake cam­
paign has a website, kawdablog. 
wordpress.com, and a Facebook 
page. It is possible to send these 
links around the globe. The sto­
ries are compelling, and the pho­
tographs show hope in an environ­
ment of despair. 

We live in a time of global con­
nection, yet the world suddenly 
seemed smaller as Goldman and 
Rae and their respective children 
shared knowledge about a woman 
thousands of miles away, facing 
challenges that are hard to imagine, 
particularly in a New England vil­
lage with twinkling lights in most 
windows. 

About twenty people showed 
up for the presentation, including 
Mary Averill, whose humanitarian 
efforts in Nepal I recently wrote 
about in this paper. 

It seemed as though Montague 
has am1s around the world. 

Anyone interested in hosting a 
house party, or learning more about 
tllis project, may contact Goldman 
at rnarinagold2@yahoo. 
corn. u 

SAWMILL RIVER IOK RUN: 
RESULTS 

The Montague Parks & Recreation hosted their Annual 
Sawinill River 1 OK Run in Montague Center on Thursday, 
J anua1y 1. One hundred and seventy six mnners braved the 

cllilly temperatures to 1111g in the New Year, and it was Charlie 
Hale of Florence bringing in the best overall time of35:16. 
Madeline McKeever of Providence, Rhode Island was the 

female winner with a final time of 40: 17. 

Results per Division are asfollows(female/male): 

Youth Division 
Ages 18 & Under 

Einily Woods of Greenfield 
60:46 

Sohan Tyner of Leverett 
41:04 

Open Division 
Ages 19-39 

McKeever - 40: 17 
Hale - 35:16 

Master Division 
Ages 40-49 

Vikki Lenha1t of Amherst 
44:48 

Barney Collins of Greenfield 
39:23 

Senior Division 
Ages 50-59 

LeeAnn Cerpovicz of 
West Sp1111gfield 

51:03 
Nat Lai-sen of Amhe1-st - 35:34 

Senior + Division 
60&Up 

Ann Van Dyke of Montague 
56:45 

Ted Hale of Florence 
47:50 

Proceeds from the event benefit 
MPRD 's Sponsor-A-Child 

Scholarship Program. 
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TOBY BRIGGS 

Residential and 
light commercial 
construction, 
carpentry and 
general contracting, 
frnme to finish. 

Charon Art 
CV1s1onary crattoo 

Open '\Ved-Sat J 1-7 
t l 3-G7 G-91 J,6 

w,vw.Charo11Art.com 
107 Ave. A, Tmuers Falls MA 

Connechng people to themselves through tattoos 

\Y4nlfi'l;l#Z·@t 
_...-,\_)- Sii«e 1910 ...... ._. 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA• 413-863-4346 
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Eager enthusiasts snap pictures of train approaching while children 

cover their ears at the new Notthampton station. 

Fred Fournier, Amtrak's Nottheast deputy general manager of the Nottheast, sits in front of the 
train theater's window, viewing the trip along the ne111 route. A map is above him delineating exact!J 

111here the train is with a view above of the line for those jutther back. 

AMTRAK from page A 1 

second oldest of eight children, Boardman 
rode a train for the first time when he was 17 
years old, from Rome, New York to Syracuse, 
New York, on his way to the Air Force. 

"The connectivity to the No1theast Cor­
ridor (NEC) network is what's impo1tant," 
said Boardman. The NEC is a large network 
of high speed and commuter rail service link­
ing Boston, New York City, and Washington 
D.C., with spurs to Springfield and Harris­
burg, Pennsylvania. 

provided through the federal American Re­
covery and Reinvestment Act. During fiscal 
year 2014, ridership on the Ve1monter's for­
mer route increased 6.6 percent, serving over 
89,000 riders. Now one train travels south 
daily from Saint Albans, Ve1mont to Wash­
ington D.C. and another travels 1101th, each 
stopping at 30 stations during the 13 and a 
half hour trip. 

educating them on the stopping distances of 
the ti·ain. An average train, going 55 miles an 
hour, takes a mile to stop. 

They also met with local police officials, 
and community groups, to spread the word on 
safety. Outi·each effo1ts use rail safety infor­
mation and materials provided by a national 
non-profit called Operation Lifesaver, which 
is dedicated to reducing railroad-related 
deaths and injuries. 

"I think it's great. It's great weather, a cool 
day, a lot of people on board," almost three 
hundred in all. The Vem1onter's route through Massachu­

setts has been dubbed the 
Knowledge Corridor. The 
area is dense with hospi­
tals and universities. Rail 
service will connect com­
muters and knowledge 
jobs. 

What are knowledge 
jobs? "It can be anything 
you want to use that trans­
fers our knowledge, to 
whatever people's ideas 
are," said Boardman, add­
ing that about 39 percent 
of all venture capital deals 
occur here in the 1101theast­
ern pa1t of the countiy. 

Traveling from 
N01thampton to Green­
field, the Ve1monter rides 
along tracks owned by Pan 
Am Southern Railway, 
which owns and maintains 
the tracks. Ownership 
switches to New England 

, Centi·al Railroad above 

There were few seats left on Monday, as 
some people rode purely for the joy of the oc­
casion. 

"We met a lot of ti·ain freaks on the way 
down," said Richard Stafursky of Brattleboro, 
Ve1mont. He jokingly claimed to be the only 
"vegan conservationist atheist" on board. 

He and his wife Susan ti·aveled south from 
Brattleboro, lunched in No1thampton, and 
were riding back home. "Cross Westfield, 
cross the Connecticut River, there was a fork 
there. Freights continue on down on this side; 
the engineer slowed down at that historic di­
vide. 

"For 47 years it's been going west across 
the river from the east side to Amherst. It's 
not doing that anymore," he said, since the 
Amherst station has been closed. 

For security purposes, Amtrak police were 
on board during this inaugural run. Since the 
ti·ain is riding along rails that for years people 
just walked across, with no fear of ti·ains ap­
proaching, railway officials fo1med a proac­
tive safety team. 

On Monday, passengers left these and any 
worries to Amtrak. Their watchword was 
fun. 

Justin and Laura Wheatley took their chil­
dren Owen, 5, and Layla, 2, for a ti·ip on the 
ti·ain, purely for fun, to mark this historic 
event. They planned to ti·avel to Brattleboro, 
stay overnight, and return Tuesday. 

Sandra Pipczynski heralded the train's ar­
rival with her grandchildren, Devon and Cam­
eron Carey, and her daughter, Sarah Carey. 

Inside the last car of the ti·ain was a the­
ater where special guests could watch the 
ti·ain's ti·avels through an 8-foot-tall window. 
A map on the left, on top, and a film showing 
on a screen on the right followed its progress. 
Fred Fomnier, deputy general manager of the 
NEC, had a front row seat, keeping an eye on 
progress. 

Brian Gallagher, Amtrak's director of op­
erations, also kept an eagle eye on proceed­
ings. He stepped out at the No1thampton sta­
tion as happy riders entered the train. 

"Large crowds eve1ywhere today," he said. 

Amtrak president and CEO Joe Boardman on the inau!J-(ml trip. No1thfield. 
Project funding was 

They have given over 100 presentations 
to over 50 schools, warning students to stay 
away from the tracks and right-of-ways, and 

"It's great! Crowds are huge. A lot of 111!11 
people riding the ti·ain. It's all good." d 

Sample Schedule 
''If Usage Goes Up, You Will See Additional Trains." 

Southbound Train 55 stops in 
Greenfield Monday through 
Friday at 1 :07 p m., and arrives 
in New York City at 6:25 p m. 

No1thbound Train 56 leaves 
New York City Monday 
through Friday at 11 :21 a.m., 
and an-ives in Greenfield at 
4:27 p.m. It continues on to St. 
Albans, VT which it reaches at 
8:57 pm. 

The southbound train leaves St. 
Albans at 8:58 a.m. 

The times are the same on 
weekends, but the trains' num­
bers are 57 southbound and 54 
11011hbound. 

A one-way ticket to New York 
City is $61, and to Essex Junc­
tion (south of Burlington) it is 
$46. Fares may adjust in the fu­
ture, depending on ridership. 

Travelers may book travel via 
Amti·ak.com, mobile apps, or 
calling (800) USA-RAIL. 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

GREENFIELD - In a joyous 
celebration of the successful com­
pletion of a project many years in 
the making, Governor Deval Pati-ick 
aITived onboard Amti·ak's Vennont­
er train at the John T. Olver Transit 
Center in Greenfield on December 
22. Mayors, congressmen, and town 
and state officials joined him, along 
with paitners from Pan Am, Am­
trak, and community members. 

They spilled out onto the new 
platfo1m, smiling and greeting peo­
ple who had been waiting for the 
train to aITive, mingling for a while 
outside, and then moving into the 
Transit Center for a more fo1mal 
presentation. The room was packed 
with members of the community 
who had come to celebrate and hear 
the governor speak. 

Each speaker praised the work of 
everyone involved, with always a 
special thanks to former Congress­
man John Olver for his tireless ef­
fo1t to b1-ing ti·ain se1vice back to the 
area. 

Greenfield mayor William Mar­
tin welcomed eve1yone, and spoke 
of the impo1tance of the retmn of 

rail service to Greenfield and to 
the economy of the wider region. 
Ma1tin referenced future plans to 
develop commuter rail se1vice, and 
encouraged those listening to show 
the need by using the Amti·ak ti·ain. 
He said, "Everywhere the train 
has stopped, the economy has im­
proved. That's because the residents 
make use of it." 

Governor Pati·ick said, "I am 
thrilled to see this critical project 
completed, restoring se1vice along 
the historic Knowledge CoITidor." 

He acknowledged the impor­
tance of the stimulus package that 
provided funding for building the 
ti·ansit center and the track restora­
tion. "I thank our federal delegation 
including Congressmen Neal, Mc­
Govern, and Olver, and the Obama 
administi·ation for their unwavering 
commitinent to making this vision 
a reality." 

Congressman James McGovern 
spoke with enthusiasm on the im­
p01tance of rail se1vice to the re­
gion. He said, "We want to see tour­
ists get off the train in Springfield, 
Holyoke, No1thampton and Green­
field to enjoy the amenities that we 
all ti·easure." 

Former congressman John Olver speaks to the crowd gathered inside the transit center 
named for him on December 22 as Greenfield celebrated the return of rail service. 

He also cautioned, "While this 
is an incredible start, the job is far 
from over. There is still much more 
work to be done because there is 
absolutely no question that western 
Massachusetts is hungry for addi­
tional rail service." 

Olver was a tall, imposing fig­
ure as he stood at the podium, with 
a view of the ti·ain behind him. He 
spoke of the vision that inspired his 

work b11nging train service back to 
the region, and noted, "If usage goes 
up you will see additional trains." 

The challenge is on. If ridership 
goes up on the Vermonter, it will in­
dicate to planners that regional rail 
is something they should invest in. 
With ti·ain stations conveniently lo­
cated within our towns, new options 
await travelers who decide to take 
to the rails. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

DOLAN & DOl:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

IENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTO BODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Cars Crashing into Bears and Cafes 
Tuesday, 12/9 

10:30 a.m. Report of lar­
ceny at a West High Street 
residence. Found to be a civil 
matter; report taken. 
Wednesday, 12/10 

4:30 p.m. Report of a sus­
picious male subject on the 
French l'\ing Bridge. Found 
to be OK. 
9:25 p.m. Larceny reported 
at French King Highway. 
Report taken, under investi­
gation. 
Thursday, 12/11 

6:53 a.m. Took report of 
motor vehicle crash, Route 2 

at Holmes Street. 
2 p.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 

Northfield Road. 
Friday, 12/12 

7:10 a.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Warner Street. 
5 p.m. A motor vehicle 
crashed into a bear on Route 
2 in the area of the police 
station. Took report; envi­
ronmental police handled 
scene. 
Saturday, 12/13 

1 :30 a.m. Suspicious vehicle 
at bowling alley. Found to be 
lost. Gave them directions. 
5:50 a.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Mountain Road. 
8:15 a.m. A motor vehicle 
crashed into the Red Lan-

tern Cafe on Lester Street. 
Took report. 
11 :50 p.m. Report of a loose 
chocolate lab in the High 
Street area. Animal control 
officer called to tal,e cus­
tody. 
Monday, 12/15 

12 noon Trespass on Ridge 
Road property. Mediated 
misunderstanding. 
12:40 p.m. Report of lines 
down on River Road. Con­
tacted Comcast. 
4 p.m. Criminal application 
issued to 

for operating 
a motor vehicle on a sus­
pended license. 
4 p.m. Criminal application 

issued to Kim -
- for allowing the 
unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle. 
5 p.m. Report of a brealdng 
& entering at a West Main 
Street residence. Under in­
vestigation. 
Tuesday, 12/16 

4:10 p.m. Report of a suspi­
cious motor vehicle at Tim's 
RV on East Main Street. 
Thursday, 12/ls 

10:20 a.m. Neighbor com­
plaint at Forest Street resi­
dence. Found to be civil. 
Friday, 12/19 

2:05 p.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Warner Street. 

for possession of a Class A 
substance and being a minor 
in possession of alcohol. 
6:30 p.m. Report of sus­
picious subjects at Lester 
Street bridge. Gone on ar­
rival. 
Tuesday, 12/23 

6:45 a.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle reported on Route 2 

near Box Car. 
3:45 p.m. Mutual aid to Gill 
for motor vehicle hit and 
run. 
Wednesday, 12/24 

8:15 a.m. Suspicious mo­
tor vehicle at French King 

Bridge. Owner located and 
moved on. 
8:40 a.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
East Prospect Street. 
3:30 p.m. Assisted Gill PD 
with a suspicious vehicle 
driving around Patterson 
Field in Gill. 
10:45 p.m. Alarm at conve­
nience store Found to be de­
livery. 
Thursday, 12/25 

10 a.m. Report of a line 
down on River Road at West 
High Street. Comcast line. 
Previously called in to com­
pany. 
11:10 a.m. Alarm at Cross 
Street. Same secure. 

What Do You Think About the Pipeline? 
Interviews by MARK HUDYMA 

A proposal by Kinder Morgan I Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
Company to run a major natural gas transmission pipeline 
through our towns garnered strong opposition initially, but 
amid rising electricity bills,frosty weather, and announce­
ments by some local gas distribution companies that they 
are not taking new customers, others sense the project 
could be necessary. 

We wanted to get a sense of public opinion on the issue, 
so we sent our best intern out on the Ave in single-digit 
temperatures, with a notebook and a camera, to find out. 
Here 3' what you told him. - Eds. 

"One, we don't want it. Two, we don't need it. And 
three, why would we let them, with their safety 

record? We don't want it anywhere near om water 
sources, or animal refuges, or under om rivers. It's 
another way for them to make money, shipping it 

to Emope. Why don't they repair the pipelines they 
have, and why should we pay for it?" 

Nancy Warner, Montague 

"I think it should come through town. It would mean 
more gas in the area. I have all gas appliances, and 
that is the safest, cleanest and cheapest way to run 

them. I think the moratorium is about politics. Many 
people are living hand to mouth, and this is their 
cheapest answer. I would let it through my yard." 

Karl Hansen, Montague 

"The only reason I'm against it, is it's going through 
prime fa1mland, and I have yet to see a pipeline that 

doesn't leak. If they found a safer way, I might be for it. 
Whoever owns the land should have a say. 

So, overall, I think I'm against it." 
Raymond Vias, Jr., lvf.ontague 

"I don't have much to say about that. 
I just want heat." 

Casry Aiken and Beth Erickson, Turners Falls 

"If the gas was staying here, I might reconsider. As it is, 
we're doing a lot ofhaim to om countiy, so I'm against it." 

Lee Knash, Millers Falls 

"I don't really think we need it. All of a sudden, electric­
ity rates are going up, and they're not taking any new 

customers for gas. It seems like a funny coincidence ... " 
J\1. Morin, Turners Falls 

"I'm not well info1med ... If it's an unnecessa1y addition 
to our community, then I am generally against it. I am 
against any intiusion which is unsafe or unnecessa1y." 

Rodnry J\1adison, Turners Falls 

"In general, it's not a black and white issue. The gas is 
needed. I'm not keen on taking people's land, or on going 

through the Plains. At the end, I would say no." 
Anne Nakis (photo declined), Turners Falls 
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qissance IB~ders 
Oi!alitp, ereftsmanship, ©rigi11al G[hm~ht 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

(Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CAS, e-PRO. GR/. $RES, CBR Ottioe: (413) 498-0207 x2 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home i;ax: (413) 863-0218 

bedson1 Ccomcast.net 

www.ParnVeithRealEstate.com 

SALES • SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition­
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve­
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto­
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel­
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con­
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca­
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

CALL FOR ART: 

Call for original poetry submis­
sions. "Love Your Food, Love 
Your Co-op" theme. All welcome 
to enter, all styles. Falling near 
Valentine's Day, the event's 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

uary 21, for people ages 7 -18. 
Rehearsals sixteen weeks on 
Sundays & Wednesdays, Shea 
Theater, Turners Falls. 

EVENTS: 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An­
derson, hypno boogie blues! 9 
p.m. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Michael Nix per­
forms solo at the Great Falls 
Coffeehouse. Coffee and home­
made baked goods. Museum 
and museum store open during 
intermission, $, 7 p.m. 

SATURDA~JANUARY10 

Race & Class: Past and Pres-

Tides. $, 8 p.m. 

The Arts Block and Cafe, Green­
field: The Happier Valley Show 
with THE HA-HA'S, $, 8 p.m. 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Wen­
dell: Pangeans benefit for 
Shutesbury Public Library. Re­
freshments, $, 7:30 p.m. open 
mic, the feature act at 8 p.m. 

The Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Bulldog, Tom Cain, 9:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Zydeco 
Connection, mix of Louisiana 
zydeco, 2-steps, waltzes, boo­
gie woogie, and a little swing. 9 
p.m. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 

McCusker's Market, Shelburne 
Falls: Artist's re­
ception for Janice 
Sorensen who has 
work on display this 
through 1/14. Re­
freshments, 3-4:30 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wen­
dell: Crow's Rebel­
lion, warped Ameri­
cana, 8 p.m. 

Flywheel, East-
hampton: Laika's 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em 
Poker tournament, with cash 
prizes. 

Orbit, new power 
pop from western 
ma/Boston. Squill, 
Lily from Parasol 
returns to bring the 
sad and loud. Re­
mote Desire, Dark 
and melodic post 
punk from Western 

OFC 1vill plqy Saturdqyt skotepark benefit at St. Kaz See page B1 far more infa. M $ 8 a. , p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls­
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-

theme includes love, friends, 
romance, or an ode to your fa­
vorite food. Poetry Reading on 
February Friday 13, 6-8p.m. at 
Green Fields Market Co-op. 
Audience to vote for people's 
choice award; prizes will be 
given. Send up to 3 poems to 
event coordinators Laura Rod­
ley at laurarodley@hotmail.com 
or Faith Kindness at fdk617@ 
gmail.com. By 2/1/15. 

Call for art submissions for the 
Fourth Annual Triple S: Sensual, 
Sexual, Smut show. Looking for 
a wide spectrum of erotic art 
from regional artists, previous 
participants encouraged. Exhibit 
opens February 2015 at Nina's 
Nook, Turners Falls. Send to 
naban@verizon.net before Jan 
23. www.ninasnook.com 

ART SHOWS & MUSEUMS: 

Local libraries have passes for 
area museums. Wendell Free 
Library has: Brattleboro Muse­
um & Art Center, Historic Deer­
field, Mass MoCa, and more. 
Leverett Library has: Clark Art 
Institute, Eric Carle Museum of 
Picture Book Art, Historic Deer­
field, Springfield Museums and 
more. Check with each library 
for availability & restrictions. 

CASTING CALL 

Young Shakespeare Players 
East Spring Production: Julius 
Caesar by William Shakespeare, 
casting begins Wednesday, Jan-

ent Connections Mass Slavery 
Apology interactive workshop. 
Examine how and why race 
and class are connected and 
will learn about historical and 
current resistance. Presenter 
Angela Berkfield, the director 
of ACT for Social Justice and 
a member of the Root Social 
Justice Center in Brattleboro. 
Held at the First Congregational 
Church, Greenfield, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (413) 625-2951 or email@ 
massslaveryapology. org 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Pirate Party! Aaaaaargh, mat­
eys! Are ye ready to play like pi­
rates? Play games, make some 
booty (crafts), and eat some 
grub! 10:30 a.m to 12 p.m. 

Green Fields Market: Valley 
Time Trade Orientation. Bring 
your laptop or tablet if you have 
one. www.valleytimetrade.org 
2:30 p.m. 

Green Fields Market, Green­
field: Art display reception for 
work by youth participants in the 
Deer Paths program. Art, song 
and stories about bats. Refresh­
ments, 3 p.m. 

Montague Common Hall, Mon­
tague Center: Square Dance, $, 
6p.m. 

St Kaziemerz Society, Turners 
Falls: fundraiser for Unity Skate­
park. Four LOUD Bands: OFC, 
The Warblers, Rebel Base and 

MONDAY, JANUARY 12 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No­
ra's Stellar Open Mic Cabaret, 8 
p.m. 

WEDNESDA~JANUARY14 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Shout Lulu, southern string 
band, 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil­
iault Trio, original guitar, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Glenn Roth & special guest Kris­
ten Graves, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie & The Pistoleros, out­
law country, 9 p.m. 

SATURDA~JANUARY17 

Memorial Hall, Shelburne Falls: 
Lehar's The Merry Widow, The 
Metropolitan Opera Live in HD. 
Victor Leon and Leo Stein, 
based on the play L'Attache 
d'Ambassade by Henri Meilhac 
English translation by Jeremy 
Sams.$, 12:55 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Ray Mason, 8 p.m. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 19 

Greenfield Community College, 
Main Campus: Celebration of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.. Com-

B7 

munity is invited to celebrate the 
legacy and birthday of this civil 
rights leader. Activities and pro­
grams for children and families 
will be available from 10 a.m. to 
noon and conclude with lunch 
and presentations. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

JANUARY 23 to 25 

People's Music Network Winter 
Gathering held in Greenfield. 
The PMN Winter Gathering 
brings together a rich blend of 
activists and artists using music 
for social change. Workshops, 
skills sharing, peer support and 
performances. More info: peo­
plesmusic. org 

t1J.J\ rK1J 
The Brick House 

CO.MMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd S1n;ec, Tuml!J'S Falls 

Teen Drop-ln Center 
Tut:s.-Sat. 2:30°6:00 

Movement Studio 
Community Education 
Green Jobs Training 

For t,ifom,ation: 

www.btickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

THURS. 1/ 8 8pm FREE 
Falltown String Band 

FRI. 1/9 
no show 

SAT 1/ 10 9:30 FREE 
BULLDOG -- Tom Cain 

SUN. 1 / 11 9pm FREE 
TNT Karaoke 9pm 

MON 1/12 8pm FREE 
Nora's Stellar 

Open Mic Cabaret! 

• with any purchase 

'18 THIIID STRHT 
TURIIERS FAU.S. MA 
IIENIIEZVOUSTFM.lCGM 
TEL-t13•865-Z'66 
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FOUR WlNDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own inspiration 

413 863-8055 www.fourwindsschool.info 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

10.::: ~,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving Ille A1ea for ove, 25 yea,!' Certified• Bonded• lnsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlaguc S1rceI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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BASKETBALL from page B1 

with many lay-ups as a result of our 
fast breaks," coach Gany Mullins 
said after the game. "I was happy 
with our defense as well that night," 
he added. 

On December 17, Turners 
played Na1rngansett. Turners led 
by 7 points at the end of the third 
qua1ter but was outscored 19 to 9 
in the fomth and dropped the game, 
52-49. 

"A very disappointing night," 
Coach Mullins lamented. "As a 
team, we shot 26.5% from the floor, 
and only made IO of 19 from the 
foul line." 

Turners held the lead until late 
in the fourth quarter. But in that pe­
riod, Liam Ellis suffered a bloody 
nose and had to leave the game for 
more than three minutes. In spite 
of losing three-plus minutes, Ellis 
managed to score 27 points. Nick 
York finished with 11. 

The next night, December 18, 
Turners defeated Mohawk by 10, 
69-59. In that game, Ellis scored 
a ti·iple double: 13 points, IO re­
bounds, and IO assists. 

Tionne Brown scored 14 points, 
Jalen Sanders also scored 14 and 
Nick York scored a career high 22. 

On December 23, Turners played 
Lee. The Tribe led 33-19 at the half 
and never looked back. Turners beat 
Lee 63 to 50. Charbonneau (12), 
Ellis (II), Sanders (15) and York 
(14) led the way in the victo1y. 

Against Greenfield, on Decem-

ber 29, Turners won handily, 60 to 
41. Ellis again earned a triple-dou­
ble; scoring 18 points, snagging 12 
rebounds and getting 10 assists. 

"There is no question that this 
is Liam's team, and the wonder­
ful thing about Liam is that even 
though he is our best basketball 
player, he is our hardest worker 
in almost eve1y practice and eve1y 
game," Mullins explained. 

But basketball is a team spo1t, 
and Ellis has had plenty of help 
from his team mates. Ten Indians 
had playing time and kept Green­
field at bay with both York and 
Sanders scoring in double figures. 

Turnel's Falls to Hopkins in 4th 
Turners was leading for most 

of the game against powerhouse 
Hopkins Academy on Friday, Janu­
a1y 2. But at the end of the third 
period, with the Tribe leading 46 
to 45, Hopkins took the lead at the 
buzzer. And Turners was unable 
to score again until there was only 
three minutes 20 seconds left in the 
game. 

The Golden Eagles had scored 
13 unanswered points, and the 
Turners Falls Indians found them­
selves behind, 46 to 58. With time 
mnning out, down by double digits, 
Turners was forced to shoot the ball 
quickly on each possession and as 
the game wound down, they were 
forced to shoot three pointers. 

And as the minutes tumed to 
seconds, Turners had to foul just to 
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get the ball back. They were able 
to cut into the lead but ended up on 
the losing end, 69 to 62. 

"I'm proud of the way our kids 
played today," Coach Mullins said 
after the game. "[But] they got tired 
in the fourth. Hopkins is a big team 
with a lot depth and we couldn't 
keep up." 

The Hopkins depth helped them 
solidify the victo1y. The bench 
contributed 16 points, and not one 
Hopkins player had to play more 
than 29 minutes. 

The Tribe's bench only scored 4 
points, and two players, Ellis and 
Sanders, were forced to play more 
than 31 minutes. Sanders had only 
42 seconds of rest and Ellis played 
the entire game without a break. 

Nick York was the high scorer 
for the Tribe with 25, sinking five 
3-pointers and going 6 for 7 from 
the free throw line. He also had 6 
rebounds and an assist. Liam Ellis 
added 23 points, 12 rebounds and 5 
assists. Liam went 8 for 11 on two 
pointers and shot two 3-pointers. 
Jalen Sanders scored 5 points, an 
assist and grabbed 10 rebounds. 

Tionne Brown had 5 points, 2 
rebounds and 2 assists. Charbon­
neau conti·ibuted 4 points, 2 re­
bounds and I assist. Emmitt Tum 
had 2 assists and I rebound. Nick 
Croteau also contributed with an 
assist. Eulalio Veras gave the sta1t­
ers some rest by playing more than 
7 minutes. 

Overtime Win ovel' Smith 
The 2014/15 Turners Falls Bas­

ketball Indians have never trailed at 
the half. In their first 7 games, they 
have always led at the midgame 
whistle. This fast-scoring offense 
puts their opponents in the precari­
ous position of playing catch-up 
basketball. 

But on Monday, Januaiy 5, the 
Tribe proved that they can play 
hard into the fomth, and even the 
fifth, period. 

With the gaine knotted at 47 at 
the end of regulation, Turners Falls 
scored 8 points in ove1time, taking 
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]a/en Sanders gets up to the net in the January 2 game against Hopkins. 

out Smith 55 to 52 in a hard-fought, 
exhausting victo1y. 

Sanders was the high scorer for 
Turners Falls with 16. Charbon­
neau added 12 more including a 
game tying layup at the end of reg­
ulation. Once again, Ellis scored in 
double digits with 10. York also got 
IO points, and Brown added 7. 

The win gives the Tribe a 5-and-
2 record, moving them into a tie 
for second place in the Hampshire 
League. 

So how is Turners Falls going to 
do this season? Basketball is really 
two seasons, the regulai· season and 
the playoffs. If Turners can contin-

ue this caliber of play, they should 
be seated pretty high for the play­
offs, but Coach Mullins knows the 
roadblocks ahead of him. 

After all, this is his thi1tieth sea­
son, and he's been down this road 
before. 

"Rebounding and defending 
have to be priorities for us. Due to 
our lack of size, we need to get a 
good share of nm outs each night 
to beat most of the teams in our 
league," Mullins explained. 

The next boys' basketball game 
will be at home on Thursday, 

January 8 at 7:30 p.m., 1•■..., 
against Frontier. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

c;R..EAT FALL~ HA~VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

THilEE-CO-.:JilSE 

TH-.:JilS:l>AYS ❖ $.2.i 

SVJil>A. Y Eil-.:Jlft;H 

.1.0:.JO A..M. TO Z. P.H. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 

Sunday 10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-00.23 

50 Third Street 

Downtown Turners Falls 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f ~f~lrn I J□1.~J~~ 

COME IN FROM THE 
COLD, HAVE A CUP OF JOE! 

FREE COFFEE AND 
TEA ALL JANUARY 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 

MON. - SAT.: 7 AM. TO 5 P.M. 

SUNDAYS 10 AM. TO 3 P.M. 

"COME SEE WHAT'S 
COOKING!" 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Qr,'ti Jol1Mon. '1lroO~o,·c 
AOR, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I '3-f;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohnson~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold lhis JJl'Sligious designation, 
The CRS ~ my badge of experti1ie and your shick! ot 
ass1Tance. Put your lrusl in the bcsl lo gel lhe job clore. 
Whtlher buying, selling or refC11ing, alwa)'l choole 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO 1rn1~ ni /'l'fl('\lrAN,. 

a 
tffllU¼MM 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
lilUMiilill (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

Ill Abo3t-Foce 
Computer Solutions 

BRATTLEBORO LAURA CHAPDEIAINE 
Saks & Leasing Cotlsultanl 

11411'.t•y lld • lnrltl,IH,o, YT 0S30 I 

CEu(413) 522-0906 
FAX (802) 257-4363 

D.ESK (802) 246-3162 

•Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
&Patio ... .,.,,.,.. 
21111111r-.aw. 

413-415-!570 

woodfired pizzeria 

50 -SHAN"A1f1 CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SuPP,lf.Y Co. INc . 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonahansupply.com 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

---------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

(OMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I Integrity I expertise 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

www.pvsquared.coop PioneerValeyPholo\otllaics 
• •o~k•r-r,wn•d ,;oop••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 




