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The Will to Win:TFHS Boys
Basketball Heads to the Playolis

By MATT ROBINSON

What's the difference
between an 18-and 2-team
and a 12-and-8 team? I
think the Boys’ Basketball
Coach, Gary Mullins can
answer that question. Af-
ter all, in the past 30 years,
Mullins has coached hun-
dreds of basketball games.
This season however, has
seen barn-burners, blow-
outs, come-from-behind
wins and overtime games.

Do you remember the
overtime victory against
Smith Academy in Janu-
ary? Or the game against
Pioneer which was tied in
the third quarter and Turn-
ers scored an amazing
30 fourth-quarter points?
What about the 5-point
victory against Mahar? Or
when Tumers held on to
beat Mohawk? Or when
they were trailing Smith 21 to 7 in
the first quarter?

Any of these games could have
gone either way. But the Boys in
Blue found a way to win them all:
fighting for the ball. going for the
steal or the block, trying the miracle
shot and playing through exhaus-
tion and foul trouble to prove they
had the will to win.

The last three games, Frontier,
Pioneer, and Mahar, were no excep-
tions. With the Hampshire Title on
the line, the Boys in Blue managed
to pull out wins. And with those
hard-fought, exhausting victories
comes the Hampshire Conference
Title. Their record improved to 15
and 1 in the Conference, and for
years to come, future school kids
will see this season emblazoned on
the banner in the gym.

Turners Falls 65, Frontier 64 (OT)

On Tuesday, February 10, the
Indians defeated the Frontier Red
Hawks in overtime. For both teams,
the game was very important. For
the Tribe, the game meant staying
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Tionne Brown steals the ball and fires off a
shot that breaks a 69-69 te with only 35

seconds remaining in the gane.

atop the Hampshire Conference and
postseason ranking. For the Hawks,
it was do-or-die. “Frontier had their
back up against the wall because
a loss would eliminate them from
tournament play,” Coach Mullins
explained after the game. “They
were 6-10 going into the game and
needed to win 4 straight.”

Both teams fought, struggled and
never gave up, playing each other
hard all the way to the final buzzer
and into overtime.

Frontier had a slight lead after
the first quarter, 15-14, but Turn-
ers came back in the second. At
halftime, the score was 33-26 Blue.
Both teams scored 11 in the third
period, but Frontier managed to tie
it up at the end of regulation, 56 all.

Then came overtime. That’s
when ten exhausted kids took the
court and did everything they could
do to fry to win it for their team.

Overtime was as close as the rest
of the game had been, and the teams
were tied with only 12 seconds left
on the clock.

see BASKETBALL page A8

Montague Special Town Meeting Inches
Over Quorum, Approves All Articles

By JEFF SINGLETON

The February 18 Montague spe-
cial town meeting officially lasted
for only an hour, but members had to
wait for an extra half hour at the out-
set to achieve a quorum. The meeting
was scheduled to begin at 6:30 p m.,
but at 6:55 moderator Ray Godin an-
nounced that the body was still two
votes short of a legal meeting.

Fortunately two members, bun-
dled in cold weather gear, entered
the auditorium several minutes later
and the meeting began.

The meeting approved all seven
items on its agenda, but several en-
gendered a good deal of discussion
and even some amendments, all of

which were voted down.

Article 1. which appropriated
$10,078 to cover a recent contract
negotiated with town employees,
passed without much debate.

But a request by the police de-
partment for $15,000 to cover “un-
anticipated costs,” including a new
transmission for a police cruiser, was
challenged by town meeting mem-
ber and building inspector David
Jensen.

Jensen questioned why the depart-
ment needed approximately $3.400
to repair the vehicle’s transmission
when there was still money in ifs re-
pair budget. He proposed an amend-
ment to reduce the appropriation by
that amount.

Police chief Chip Dodge. review-
ing the recent history of the repair
budget, argued that he would run
out of money by the end of the year
without a supplemental appropria-
tion. Town meeting voted down Jen-
sen’s amendment — by a close voice
vote — and then approved the original
request.

Article 3, which proposed to sup-
plement the legal budget by $22,500,
also generated a good deal of discus-
sion. After a lengthy presentation of
legal expenditures by town admin-
istrator Frank Abbondanzio, town
meeting member Jeanne Golrick of
Millers Falls asked town officials a
series of six questions.

see MEETING page A5

Turners Celebrates Black Hlstory Month

By TIA FATTARUSO

Richie Richardson said he didn’t
know the first thing about Turners
Falls — he didn’t know what “Turn-
ers” meant. “It was just a word to
me.” he said. Richardson moved
to town last summer, and Rodney
Madison was one of the first people
he met here. “[Rodney] was my in-
troduction to Turners Falls. He's
the reason I’m here. It’s an incred-
ible place to be.”

The two became fast friends.
Last November they began a con-
versation about bringing a per-
former up from New York City.
Richardson’s home after moving
from Trinidad in 1990. Richardson
pointed out that February, Black
History Month, would be a good
time to feature the event.

“I’'m interested in planting the
seed of creative intent.” Richardson
said, That seed has blossomed into
two nights of gathering with live
performances, a “living museun™
at Madison’s shop, Madison on the
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Richie Richardson (left) and Rodney Madison (right) are

organiging a public event this coming week in Turners Falls.

Avenue, from February 22 to 28,
and black history-related window
displays on Avenue A.

The first event will start at 4
p.m. on Sunday, February 22 at
Madison on the Avenue. It will fea-
ture an ethnic pot luck dinner, Tab-
la music from local musician and

painter Max Armen, performances
by Sister Gloria Matlock, Madison,
and local youth, and a multimedia
presentation.

Madison said of his perfor-
mance, “T wanted to tell the story
of African American history from

see HISTORY page A4

Leverett to Discuss Proposed Expansion
of Amherst-Pelham School Region’

By JEFF SINGLETON

A proposal to expand Ambherst-
Pelham Regional School District to
include elementary schools will be
presented to a public forum at Leverett
Elementary School on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26 at 7 p.m.

Currently the Amherst-Pelham re-
gional district serves only middle and
high school students from Ambherst,
Pelham Leverett, and Shutesbury. The
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elementary schools in the four towns
are in three separate districts.

The proposal to expand the mid-
dle/high school district to include el-
ementary schools was developed by
a subcommittee of the regional high
school school committee.

The subcommittee, known as Re-
gional Agreement Working Group
(RAWG), presented a series of
amendments to the current district
agreement to the school committee

Thhe propesal would permit one or e of the towns fo retain their elementary schools.

on January 13.

According to Leverett School
Committee member Kip Fonsh,
“This meeting is intended to provide
residents of Leverett an opportunity
to acquaint themselves with the pro-
posals RAWG sent to the Regional
SC.

“It is an opportunity for residents
to raise questions, make comments,
and offer suggestions. This informa-
tion is to be provided to the RSC.”

The proposal would allow ele-
mentary schools to enter the current
Ambherst-Pelham region, but would
not require all four towns to join
at the elementary level for the new
consolidated district to be wviable.
One or two towns could, in theory,
retain their own elementary schools.

This potential for a “hybrid”
district leads to a complex series of
amendments to the current district
agreement. These focus on the
process by which individual towns
would join: the composition and
method of electing a new regional
school committee; and the method
for assessing member towns for

see LEVERETT page A7
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Careful What You Ask For

On Monday afternoon, a CSX
train carrying 3 million gallons of
crude oil derailed in rural Boom-
er, West Virginia, caught fire and
spilled two dozen cars’ worth of its
contents into the Kanawha River.

The oil had been drilled in North
Dakota and was being transported
to Yorktown, Virginia for export.
Last April another CSX frain on
the same route exploded in Lynch-
burg, Virginia. It’s an increasingly
common catastrophe, as a domes-
tic shale drilling boom outpaces
pipeline construction: more oil was
spilled on American railroads in
2013 alone than in the previous 37
years put together.

The worst accident so far hap-
pened a mere five-hour drive from
Montague, when 47 sleeping vil-
lagers in Lac-Megantic, Quebec
were killed when a runaway trainful
of — you guessed it — North Dakota
crude exploded in their midst.

Big industry’s proposed solution
is to accelerate the buildout of pipe-
line infrastructure. Oil pipelines are
certainly safer than oil trains, and
BTU for BTU, gas pipelines are a
safer way to transport energy than
oil ones, despite their own tendency
to occasionally produce horrifying
300-foot fireballs.

Energy independence was a
buzzword from the oil shocks of
the 1970s until 2007, the US’s peak
year for fossil fuel imports. But
merely refocusing the extractive
apparatus onto our own continent’s
crust isn’t any better.

A *resource curse” dynamic —the
political sickness that sets in when a
material becomes more valuable to
the world’s owners than the humans
in its proximity — has always existed
in pockets in our country, from Ap-
palachian coalfields through Texas
oil country to the scattered uranium
mines in the West. In the midst of
the so-called domestic energy revo-
lution made possible by advances in
fracking for shale gas and oil. these
industrial corridors are expanding.

Some are historically chronically
polluted zones. The poor Kanawha
River valley region is targeted for
mountaintop removal coal mining.
and four major chemical spills have
occurred into the river and its tribu-
tary the Elk recently — including
last year’s major release of a coal
processing agent into the Elk by the
aptly named Freedom Industries.
poisoning the city of Charleston’s
water supply.

But not all rural areas are the
same, and just as with urban and
suburban neighborhoods, the health
and safety risks populations face

here tend to be linked to patterns of
poverty and affluence.

The continuing string of devas-
tating accidents indicates that the
industry does not properly bear the
cost of the risks they take. Proper
regulation could overcome this neg-
ligence — in fact, it could separate
safety questions out entirely from
the more serious threats burning
fossil fuels poses in our lifetimes.

We are thinking about all these
things as we watch the biggest en-
ergy controversy in our region un-
fold: the proposed Kinder-Morgan
pipeline that would ship Marcellus
shale gas into New England.

We wouldn’t want to live near
enough to the pipeline — or one of
its compressor stations — to feel
even a one in one hundred thousand
chance that we would one day bum
to death because of it.

But appeals to local safety fears
do not necessarily help build a
movement that can challenge fossil
fuel use. Just as relocating extrac-
tion did not solve the underlying
problem, rerouting delivery around
better politically resourced rural
areas will also do little long-term
good.

We must find ways to slow pro-
duction and consumption of fossil
fuels, not just stymie its delivery.

One good piece of news we've
heard from opponents is that they
are building an alliance with New
York and New Hampshire-based
activists, to coordinate challenges
to the project on a larger scale.

We hope this trend continues, and
that the coalition grows to include
Pennsylvania residents of fracking
country. and urban and suburban
end-users of gas and electricity.

Another good sign is that they
have shifted from simply insisting
that the incoming gas is intended for
export, an unprovable talking point
even if true, to opposing a project
by second company that would
export it. That should be where
the stronger case is made, for who
could justify exporting gas from a
supposedly gas-starved region?

To succeed in its goals, this
movement must continue to con-
nect the dots, and develop from
simply insisting the project is un-
necessary to actually rendering it
unnecessary.

When the true cost of burning
fossil fuels is borne by the compa-
nies seeking to profit from it, acci-
dents like Monday’s will become a
curious historical footnote.

Until then, opponents of single
aspects of the system should be
careful what they ask for, and how.
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By SALLY PICK

MONTAGUE — As a home en-
ergy consultant, I have recently
received a number of questions
from homeowners understandably
shocked and outraged by the huge
jump in their electricity bill this year.
They’re asking for my opinion about
switching their electricity supplier to
one that offers cheaper prices.

I offer the following: buyer be-
ware! While suppliers may offer a
discount from current high prices,
they may lock you in to a price for
several years that might be higher
than coming electricity rates. They
probably won'’t mention that “whole-
sale prices for electricity and natural
gas are running well below last year,
and power plants are getting the fuel
they need to run, even in very cold
weather,” according to the Conserva-
tion Law Foundation (CLF), a trusted
environmental nonprofit.

CLF predicts that extreme winter
price spikes will be much less likely
in the future because of the addition
of more Liquefied Natural Gas fo
supplement existing natural gas pipe-
lines during our coldest, most energy-
demanding weather, the continued
expansion of energy efficiency and
renewables, and pricing and market
reforms, all helping to lower electric-
ity prices.

And this is happening without
any additional natural gas pipelines,
despite the recent reports that more
natural gas pipelines are necessary to
prevent high energy prices.

If electricity prices are lower, why
is my bill so high, you ask? Con-
sumer prices are high because utili-
ties locked into high price contracts
until the spring. However, prices are
expected to drop significantly when
utilities set their next round of pric-
ing. (Eversource, formerly WMECo,
will set its new prices for its next 6-
month contract on July 1.)

For guaranteed lower electricity
bills over the long term. I recommend
“negawatts,” a term coined to draw
attention to money that you save by
not using electricity.

That’s to say, by dropping your
electricity use long term through effi-
ciency measures, you will lower your
electricity bills and spend a little for
years of savings.

Residential electricity use has
been going up since the 1990s, driven
a great deal by the addition of more
home computers, TVs, and other
electronics, so many homes have op-
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portunities to lower their use.

While I’m not suggesting you get
rid of your electronic devices, you
may want to try ways to decrease
wasted electricity drawn from devic-
es that are left on standby.

For example, vou could set your
computer to sleep or hibemate au-
tomatically after a few minutes of
idling, and purchase advanced power
strips for computer-related items and/
or for your TV/DVD/DVR/cable box
(turning off your cable box does not
iterfere with your service).

Advanced power strips automati-
cally turn off all items plugged into
the strip when you turn off the one
device (e.g. TV or computer) plugged
into the master plug.

If you have a free Mass Save en-
ergy assessment, they will give you
free advanced power strips, and they
will install free high efficiency light
bulbs, including long-lasting LEDs.

Mass Save is cwrrently offering
the following rebates for replacing
the big electricity users with quali-
fying efficient ones: a $50 rebate on
qualifying high-efficiency fridges: a
$200 rebate for high-efficiency elec-
tric clothes dryers; and a $750 rebate
to replace an electric hot water heater
with an extremely efficient heat-
pump water heater, which will be the
new standard for electric hot waters
this spring. See more information at
MassSave.com or (866) 527-7283.

If you do want to explore switch-
ing electricity suppliers, ask the sup-
plier the following questions before
making a decision:

« What power sources generate
their electricity supply (some lower
cost suppliers generate a large per-
centage of their power from coal and/
or nuclear powered facilities)?

= If they claim to be green en-
ergy suppliers, ask how they define
“green’”.

* As is the case with one company
I researched, is the company among
the Toxic 100 Air Polluters, an index
from UMass that “identifies the top
U.S. air polluters among the world's
largest corporations?" (see www.peri.
umass.edu/toxic100/)

* Do they have fees for starting or
terminating a contract?

« If they have a trial period. how
long is it, and what is the fee for ter-
minating a contract after the trial pe-
riod ends?

« How long has the supplier been
in business?

« What rate options (e.g. senior
discounts) does the supplier provide?

« Is the contract for a fixed rate, or
does it change to a variable rate?

« How long will the quoted price
be guaranteed?

= If you choose to change suppli-
ers, how do you go about it, and when
can you make that change?

There is one truly green power
supplier that I’'m aware of, Mass En-
ergy, a nonprofit which offers two
green power sources: their New Eng-
land Wind fund, which sources 100%
of its power from wind turbines, and
New England GreenStart, region-
ally sourced from low-impact hydro,
wind, solar, and digester gas from
COW manure.

They are the only green power
supplier that Eversource allows,
and are also offered through Na-
tional Grid. While their prices are a
few cents more per kWh, the added
amount is tax-deductible and sup-
ports the development of renewables
in New England. You might think
about using savings from your ef-
ficiency measures to purchase this
green power supply. More informa-
tion is available at www.massenergy.
org/renewable-energy.

By the way. Eversource lists the
following power sources from their
suppliers, from April 2013 through
March 2014, as reported in their De-
cember 2014 bill insert:

Natural gas 31.41%; nuclear
28.31%; “imported power” (not de-
fined) 16.9%; oil 6.67%: wind 5.7%;
coal 4.21%; municipal trash 3.6%;
other renewable (“includes fuel cells
utilizing renewable fuel sources, land-
fill gas, & ocean thermal”) 1.67%:;
small hydro (under 30 MW) 0.58%:
large hydro (over 30 MW) 0.43%:;
solar 0.3%; and biomass (wood &
plant matter) 0.12%.

They have not yet provided more
current power source information,
which I requested several weeks ago,
but, with Vermont Yankee having
closed at the end of 2014, it’s fairly
safe to assume that their percentage
of nuclear has dropped.

Lastly, you may want to explore
solar power for your home when new
solar loans of 3% or lower are made
available at participating local banks
this spring. Keep an eye out for up-
dates about these loans on this web-
site:  wwwinasscec.com/programs/
mass-solar-loan.

Sally Pick works as a home energy
consultant, and serves on the Mon-
tague Energy Committee. She offers
this opinion in a personal capacity.
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Compiled by DON CLEGG

This Friday, February 20, at 7
p.m., the Wendell Climate Change
Group is hosting a discussion on the
proposed Kinder Morgan pipeline at
the Wendell Free Library.

Julia Blyth of Northfield will bring
video footage showing the devastat-
ing effects of pipeline compressor
stations such as the one Kinder Mor-
gan wants to build in that town.

Athol’s Hattie Nestel will show
first-person interviews with oppo-
nents of the pipeline.

The discussion will be moderated
by Wendell farmer and environmen-
tal activist Laurel Facey. Light re-
freshments will be served.

Enjoy a Mardi Gras Celebra-
tion with Moonlight and Morning
Star Saturday, February 21, from 10
am. to noon at Greenfield Savings
Bank in Turners Falls.

Thanks to the sponsorship of the

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

Montague Cultural Council, Moon-
light and Morning Star are able to
present the music of many New
Orleans cultures. Their unique and
crowd-pleasing vocal and instrumen-
tal skills are sure to delight families
and folks of all ages. Come early to
get a good seat and feel free to dress
in a Mardi Gras costume.

Come to the Full Snow Moon
Gathering on Saturday, February
21, from 1 to 3 p m. at the Great Falls
Discovery Center in Turners Falls.
There will be an interactive presenta-
tion, “The Language Belongs to the
Land Itself.”

David Tall Pine White will talk
about the Nipmuc Indian Presence
and Persistence in Southern New
England, and how the Nipmuc lan-
guage “teaches appreciation and pur-
pose of each living thing.”

The Full Snow Moon is the name
given by the Northeast tribes to the
full moon of February, a month when

heavy snows are common. This free
gathering is part of a series of events
that will take place in Turners Falls
in 2015 to celebrate Native Ameri-
can history and culture. It’s co-spon-
sored by the Nolumbeka Project and
the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation. Light
refreshments will be provided. For
more info visit. www.nolumbekapro-

Ject.org.

In conjunction with the Coop
Concerts, the Greenfield Public Li-
brary will be hosting a Cooped Up
at the Library Concert Series in the
meeting room from 2 to 4 p.m. on
February 22 and March 22. Folk-pop
duo Orlen and Gabriel will perform
in February, and Pat and Tex are the
featured musicians in March.

Each program will begin with an
open mic from 2 to 2:30, for which
sign-up will be required; the main
performance will begin at 3 p.m.
Refreshments will be on sale for
$1, provided by the Friends of the
Greenfield Public Library. Admis-
sion will be by donation, and space
is limited, so early arrival is recom-
mended. Doors open at 1:45.

Baystate Franklin Medical Cen-
ter’s Oncology Department offers a
series of free eight-week yoga class-
es. Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survi-
vors, at the YMCA in Greenfield.

The sessions, taking place from noon
to 1:30 pm, will run March 4 to April
22, and April 29 to June 17.

The weekly Gentle Yoga classes,
for individuals who have been living
with a cancer diagnosis. consist of
stretching, strengthening, and breath-
ing and deep relaxation exercises.

Course facilitator is Pam Roberts,
a 21-year breast cancer survivor cer-
tified to teach Kripalu Yoga and Yoga
of the Heart for Cardiac and Cancer
Patients. For more information or fo
register for Gentle Yoga, call (413)
625-2402 or email pamro@aol.com

Attention Khnitters, Quilters,
Artisans and Craftspeople: The
Our Lady of Peace Women’s Group
is looking for people interested in
cleaning out their excess yarn. fabric,
and other supplies. They are hosting
a “Stash Bash” on April 11 at Our
Lady of Peace in Turners Falls.

Anyone interested in renting a ta-
ble to sell their craft materials or do-
nating them to the Women’s Group
to sell should contact Chris at (413)
367-3052 or Bev at (413) 863-7783
for information or an application.

Anyone looking for bargains on
craft materials. tools. and equipment
should mark their calendars and plan
on coming to shop on April 11.

Send your local briefs to
editor{@montagtiereporter.org.
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Leverett SB: Open Letter To Governor Baker

Dear Governor Baker,

It is not unusual for residents of Leverett to
complain to the town’s Tax Collector when they
come to pay their ever-increasing property tax bill;
this winter however, the complaints are taking the
form of notes on receipts (“absolutely ridiculous”
“outrageous tax bill — very unfair to poor people,”
for examples) and letters.

As a municipality, we struggle to maintain ser-
vices and comply with the multitude of state and
federal under- and un-funded mandates.

It seems popular among politicians to tout
lower state income tax rates. What is not acknowl-
edged is that, in reality, taxes don’t go down, but
are shifted to municipalities as lower state income
tax rates (which preclude increased municipal aid
at best) are not accompanied by a decrease in un-
der- and un-funded mandates.

We would appreciate an honest public discus-
sion of this problem so that citizens understand the
full impact of decreased state income tax rates:
property taxes increase and/or local services and
educational programs get cut. We feel that you
should initiate a discussion of this problem.

The lion’s share of local property taxes go to
funding education. and this is where the under-
and un-funded mandates hit the hardest.

SPED costs are increasing, and state circuit
breakers do not cover a large percentage of the
overall costs, especially as many schools find it
more economical to handle SPED cases in-house.
State funding for schools is not based on the true
costs of providing education and services for spe-
cial needs students.

On top of that, municipalities are forced to fund
charter schools. which do not have to comply with
many of the mandates and requirements for a pub-
lic school.

So. a municipality is forced to spend large sums
on educational services for the under-achieving
SPED students and privileged charter students,
who, through the toss of a coin, get a supposedly

‘superior’ education.

Regular students are getting short-changed as
the programs that schools have to cut to pay for
those costs tend to be ones that enhance the edu-
cation of the main body of public school students
— language programs. art programs, science pro-
grams, etc.

We do not advocate the elimination of SPED
programs. We all remember a time when students
who were not able to keep up fell through the
cracks and it is heartening to see their needs now
being met.

Charter schools also are not necessarily a bad
idea, but they should not be finded on the backs
of public schools.

We ask that you initiate consideration of a state
tax dedicated to charter schools or, in the alterna-
tive, at ways to incorporate experimental educa-
tion within the existing school system, instead of
funding additional buildings, administration, etc.

The decreased enrollment in a school due to
students going to charter schools does not trans-
late into decreased costs for that public school
system — we still need to hire a teacher for sixth
grade, say, whether 9 or 19 students are in that
class. The facility still needs to be operated and
maintained, whether there are 500 or 550 students
in the school. Administration requirements also
don’t decrease with lower enrollment and SPED
costs may increase the need for funding.
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There is now a Massachusetts Foundation Bud-
get Review Commission. We anticipate that some
of these issues will be addressed and solutions rec-
ommended.

Attached is page 3 from the Massachusetts Mu-
nicipal Association publication Our Communities
and the Commonwealth: Parmers for Prosperity
(Sept. 2014).

The graphs show the sharply decreasing trend
of state aid to municipalities and the increasing
role for local property taxes in funding municipal
services. The full text accompanying the graphs is
available at mma.org.

We ask you to initiate an increase in the state
income tax to support public schools and relieve
the property tax burden. The Commonwealth must
stop shifting tax burdens to municipalities.

Municipal leaders do not gain political cachet
from “lower Massachusetts taxes,” especially
when our communities have to cover the ever in-
creasing costs of local services.

Sincerely,

Richard P. Brazeau
Peter d’Errico

Julia Shively
Leverett Selectboard

MUNICIPAL AID AS A SHARE OF STATE TAX COLLECTIONS
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ZEN CENTER

Practice, Study,
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org
(413) 695-8786

37 Third Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Open Seven Days
dam-lam

ESPRESSO
CHRAFT BEER
SMALL PRODUCTION WINE

NALS
FONAL FOOLD

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com

closed Mondays

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Bryan G. Hobbs

Home Repairs * Spray Foam Insulation

Call Now for a Free
Energy Audit:
(413) 775-9006

Remodeling Contractor

Blown Cellulose Insulation * Airsealing * Fnergy Audits
Replacement Doors & Windows » Roofing = Siding,

Bryan G. Hobbs
246 Conway St., Greentield
bryanhobbsremodeling@gmnail.com

RON SICARD
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. “n‘
54 Main Strest -
P.O.Box 729 i

r'\vatar:.chle Colorado * Suburban « Tahoe © Equinox

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678

Greenfield, MA 01302

CHEVROLET

Traverse « Vans

Fax (413) 774-5746

Matthew Edwards
Lertified Arborist
Tree Climbing Specialist + Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding + Practicing Fine Arboriculture
7 Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift - Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. *Insurance and Liability,
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM 77,
Wendell, MA /'
Serving Hampshire And Franklin Counties 4"/ S AN

g,

We sell,
buy, frade
: vinyl records,

Cpen 7 Days
Mon-Thurs 11-5
Fri& Sat 11-6
Sun 12-5

JUHN B8

I

|USID RENIRDS € u'rmtﬂ

videos, art
& ephemera.

269 Main 5t. Greenfield
413-775-0069

johndoejunior.com - find us on Facebook

books, caseftes,

* Paintball & (':02 Refills

®* Guns & Ammo

Open 7 am 7 days a week
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

& L] V 4
Pipiones
SPORT SHOP
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

Propane
' { Filling

Station

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

I

- TRUCKS

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

L+ UUU
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PAPER
Week of February 23
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

SIERS COOPERATIVE EXCHiez

~ ucalry Owned Slnce 1918

269 High Street - Greenfield
(413) 773-9639

Local
Farmer-Owned

Products for the home,
farm, pets, yard & garden

If you
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it
We GOT it!

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
e Other Major Brands
« Expert Burner Service

‘Uniquities,
‘Frivolities,

Un-necessariums
~ Creative items ~
bringing

j joy to life
Open Thursday-Saturday
12-5 pm or by app't

125A Avenue A Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www.ninasnook.com

Great Falls Middle
School Students
of the Week

week ending 2/13/15:

Grade 6
Tim Agapov
G-anni Garcia

Grade 7
Eliza Johnson

Grade 8
Reagan Fiske

HISTORY from page A1

one black man’s perspective,
own.

In his 20 years teaching in the
public school system, Madison said
he saw many Black History Month
events in which Rosa Parks, Louis
Armstrong, Martin Luther King, Jr.
were rightfully celebrated. “[Their]
side... deserves to be told, and has
been told,” he said.

But these successful mid-twenti-
eth-century figures represent “a rela-
tively short part of African American
history,” he said, adding that he be-
lieves it is also important to “show
some of the harsh realities of a pain-
ful history.”

Madison grew up in Chicago in
the 1960s, and talked about the un-
easy history of his hometown. He
was greatly affected by the deaths of
Emmett Till and Fred Hampton.

When he was ten, Madison’s fa-
ther insisted that he look at a pho-
tograph of Till, a Chicago teenager
who had been brutally murdered in
1955 in Mississippi, for reportedly
flirting with a white woman while
visiting relatives there.

Till’s body was discarded in the
Tallahatchie River, but was found
and returned to his mother, who held
an open-casket, public funeral ser-
vice for her son. The image of Till’s
mutilated body motivated people
across the country as what would
become the Civil Rights movement
built steam, and would have a lasting
impact on Madison.

Growing up, Madison and many
of his Chicago peers looked up to
leaders in the Black Panther Party,
including Hampton, the young chair-
man of its Illinois chapter, murdered
in 1969 during a raid by the FBI and
Chicago police.

“There is still tension and con-

” his

flict between black men and police,”
Madison said. “It’s a part of history
that needs to remain fresh because
the events of today dictate it... Is-
sues of the past are confronting us
now — there are more black men in
jail than had been enslaved. I’ve had
my own experiences of feeling un-
justly treated by law enforcement,”
he added.

Madison will be joined by lo-
cal youth in a performance at the
event. “Some of the skits will be
provocative,” he said, “in the sense
that they’ll provoke thought of how
you’d want your own son or daugh-
ter treated by the people in power.”

Madison is also one of the cura-
tors of the window displays sharing
the block with his store, and his con-
tributions are focused on history’s
hardships: the relationship between
slavery and colonization of Native
American land, and comparisons be-
tween Jim Crow-era chain gangs and
today’s prison labor.

As to how provocative the im-
ages and narratives he’s chosen may
be, he said, “I definitely don’t want
to alienate anybody,” and that he
hoped to inform rather than estrange
people.

The windows are also housing
African fabrics and artifacts, mostly
from Ghana in West Africa, which
Anne Harding borrowed from Sheila
Damkoehler of Bernardston.

“Cloth has been an important
trade element in Ghana for several
centuries,” Harding said in an email
detailing the types of colorfully dyed
and patterned textiles.

Greenfield Savings Bank will
also be exhibiting four of Louise
Minks’ Underground Railroad paint-
ings in the lobby of its Turners Falls
branch.

The second event of the week,

organized by Richardson, will take
place at Great Falls Harvest on
Wednesday, February 25 at 6 p m.

The evening will begin with spo-
ken word from New York artist and
writer Bob McNeil, accompanied
by percussionist Fred Simpson. His
poetry will be followed by local jazz
music from The Forfia and David
Duo. Pianist Ken Forfia and cellist
Vernon C. David play jazz standards
ranging from Duke Ellington and
Thelonius Monk to Wayne Shorter.

Tickets are $10 to $20, sliding
scale, and attendees will be provided
“a wonderful mystery” of appetizers
including vegan and gluten-free op-
tions.

Montague Community Television
will also be on site documenting the
event, said Richardson, “[so] people
can talk about their experiences,
race, observations, prejudice.”

“There are many varieties of
black American experience. In spite
of everything, going on to celebrate
what came out of it — jazz and po-
etry.” These traditions come out of
storytelling, he explained.

Richardson said he has been host-
ing black history events in NYC for
the past 5 or 6 years, but enjoyed a
new challenge with the support of
volunteers Suzanne LoManto and
Anne Harding, whom he praised for
their “wonderful abilities to organize
and orchestrate” the event together.

“When people identify with
something they can relate to, there is
tremendous energy — [they] harmo-
nize, work together, love, celebrate,”
Richardson said, referring to the use
of art to bring people together around
the theme of diversity, and make
events such as this possible. He said
he is looking forward to having time
to collaboratively build something
“grander” for next year.

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Coming from the Caribbean,
Richardson said he witnesses, but
does not “experience,” racism: “Rac-
ism in America is uniquely Ameri-
can.... I learn it, but not to the extent
I incorporate it into my life.” That
would be limiting, he said.

“Why must [ foster a legacy?
When you make racism a legacy, it
becomes part of your DNA,” he ex-
plained. “When you have that expe-
rience, and you expect to have that
experience, it becomes like an epi-
demic.”

He eclaborated that he feels the
experience of slavery in the Carib-
bean was different, and, if anything,
classism is the predominant form of
prejudice in Trinidad, though he did
not feel affected by that, either: “I
grew up in an atmosphere of open-
ness,” he said. “I never experienced
prejudice — period.”

Richardson attributes this open-
ness to art and creation, specifically
to that of Carnival, where all mas-
querade. “It brings everyone togeth-
er in one great celebration. For us it’s
like religion.”

Richardson said Wednesday’s
event should be an opportunity to
unify, “a cool, entertaining, funky
evening for everyone.”

“If you want people to learn about
black history, they have to feel invit-
ed,” he emphasized. “When you in-
vite people to be part of the process,
they bring their own stories.”

These stories may not be of rac-
ism but of another form of prejudice
experienced in one’s own life or
family life, which “makes it easier
to relate to the black experience,” to
foster empathy and “a greater sense
of compassion.”

“I'm part of a human fam-

ily,” Richardson said. “I use a
that.” |

Town Issues Pouring Permit to Millers “Farmer Brewery”

By JEFF SINGLETON

The Montague selectboard con-
fronted several applications from
local businesses to expand liquor
service that proved more complex
than the normal liquor licensing
process. Dan Kramer of Element
Brewing Company, requested that
the board approve a “pouring per-
mit” so the business could serve
beer to potential customers. The re-
quest was made due to the fact that
Element is a “farmer brewery.”

The board seemed amenable
but the request raised several ques-
tions: What is a “pouring permit,”
and how did Element, located in
downtown Millers Falls, become a
“farmer brewery?”’

According to an advisory from
the state Alcoholic Beverages Con-
trol Commission, a pouring permit
allows “the licensee to sell and allow
samplings of the alcoholic beverag-
es it manufactures on its premises.”
This is a new type of state license
that became effective on July 11,
2013. It replaces something called a
“restaurant pouring permit.”

The new license applies to Farm-
er Breweries, Farmer Wineries, and
Farmer Distilleries. The “farmer”
designation applies to establish-
ments that make their own alcoholic
beverages using either ingredients
they grow themselves, or a set per-
centage of farm-grown ingredients
purchased from local farms.

Kramer requested such a permit
to serve “malt beverages” at the El-

ement storefront in Millers Falls. He
also stated that he “cleaned up” the
application, which had previously
been rejected due to a prior owner-
ship dispute.

Selectboard member Mark Fair-
brother asked if the brewery was
equipped to handle customers drink-
ing beer at the storefront. Kramer
stated that the company has a small
bar, and appropriate restroom facili-
ties.

The board approved the permit,
which will now be sent on to the
state.

Another license request, by the
Five Eyed Fox, was put on hold for
at least a week. Ashley Arthur, the
owner of the new café-bar located
on Third Street in Turners Falls,
applied for an “all liquor license,”
which would allow her business to
sell hard liquor in addition to beer
and wine. This would require the
town to apply to the state for an
expansion of its quota of such li-
censes.

This request immediately ran
into potential opposition from Fair-
brother, who noted that the town
had recently applied to increase its
quota by three licenses, and stated
that “I’ve gone along with these re-
quests, but am getting ready to say
that enough is enough.” He noted
that a number of residents had ex-
pressed concern about the number
of licenses that have been issued
recently.

Arthur replied that she under-
stood Fairbrother’s concerns, but

noted that the business was already
serving alcoholic beverages. It was
also noted that one of the three li-
censes approved by the board and
town meeting, currently under con-
sideration by the state, would prob-
ably not be issued. The applicant has
decided not to purchase the former
Montague Inn on Route 63.

The selectboard decided to delay
adecision for a future meeting when
member Michael Nelson, who was
not in attendance, could weigh in on
the issue.

Baseball Variance Declined

Next, Eric Meals of the Newt
Guilbault little league came before
the board to request a waiver for
a $100 fee required when apply-
ing for a zoning variance. It seems
that the league, as it has in the past,
would like to place signs at its fields
in Turners Falls with the names of
businesses that have donated to the
organization.

However, zoning regulations
prohibit such “advertising,” so the
league must request a variance from
the Zoning Board of Appeals. The
application requires a $100 fee.

Meals was accompanied by po-
lice chief Chip Dodge who, speak-
ing as a private citizen, testified to
the virtues of the little league. Both
Dodge and Meals noted the league
was a private non-profit entity and
that league officials were attempt-
ing to preempt potential problems
with the zoning law.

The board expressed strong sup-

port for the league but was not in-
clined to set a precedent by waiving
the application fee.

Board member Chris Boutwell
then stated that he would person-
ally donate the money for the fee,
declaring that he would “bring it in
to [town treasurer] Patty [Dion].”

“No, it goes to them [the little
league],” declared an amused, but
somewhat agitated Fairbrother.

Other Business

The board then moved on to the
town administrator’s report. Frank
Abbondanzio announced that the
warrant for the May annual town
meeting (ATM) would be officially
“closed” on March 17. He empha-
sized that no articles, including pe-
titioned articles, would be accepted
after that date.

In response to a question from
the audience, Abbondanzio and
board members stressed that the
early closing was required by the
need to get the warrant, which is ac-
companied by detailed information
on the annual town budget, to the
printer.

The board approved a “Common
Victualler” License for Hubie’s Tav-
ern and Restaurant. However, they
put an entertainment license request
on hold until a representative from
Hubie’s applies in person, and the
board has a full quota of members.

Hubie’s is the former Jake’s Tav-
ern on Avenue A in Turners Falls.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

OPEN DAILY
LUNCH and DINNER
24 Federal St., Greenfield
113-0333 / thepeoplespint.com

The Pint Says: TURN THE KEY!

When you idle your car’s engine for more

than 10-20 seconds. you're wasting fuel,
Save on Gas - Save our (limafe

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

EDL

featuring:

| Make
Lamps Lite!

SMALL FURNITURE = COLLECTIBLES

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets
Cookery Figurines End Tables

. Fretted {nstrument Workshop :
8 49 So. Pleasant 51, Amherst, Mass. 01002 &

e ). | GOOD USED USABLES

Dealer in used

Home Furnishings
* DECORATIVES

Open 7 Days a Week
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MEETING from page A1

For example, she asked select-
board chair Chris Boutwell who au-
thorizes specific legal expenditures.
His response was that the full board
signs the weekly warrant on which
they appear. She also asked town
lawyer Gregg Corbo if his firm, Ko-
pelman & Paige, PC, has a “formal
contract” with the town. The answer
was no.

Then Lisa Adams, a resident of
Hatchery Road and not currently a
town meeting member, reviewed
the history of her litigation with the
town over a variety of issues, in-
cluding the town’s refusal to allow
her to rebuild a burned barn within
a disputed right of way. “Our story
is out there,” she stated. “The issues
could have been avoided.”

N

TES FROM THE

Town meeting voted to endorse
the supplementary legal request.

A request by the highway de-
partment to appropriate $40,000
for a plow, sander and “incidental
setup costs” was also approved by
the meeting, but not without sev-
eral complaints about the quality of
snow removal. Highway chief Tom
Beregeron responded that his de-
partment was half the size of Green-
field’s, and has nearly as much total
road mileage.

Two motions to give the town
rights to acquire property easements
for sewer pump station replace-
ments passed the meeting without
discussion.

The final article, which allowed
the town to acquire the building
housing the current senior center for

$1, was the source of a good deal
of discussion. Jeanne Golrick pro-
posed an amendment which, while
supporting the purchase, directed
the selectboard to sell the building
if it could no longer be used as a se-
nior center.

Moderator Ray Godin ruled the
amendment out of order, on the
grounds that it was “not within the
scope of the motion.” However he
allowed Golrick to propose a “straw
vote” on her amendment, so the se-
lectboard would have a “sense of
the meeting” about the issue.

The straw vote failed to pass
Golrick’s proposal, and the original
motion to purchase the building was
approved.

On this note the meeting
adjourned. Wa

L

ILL SELECTBOARD

Blue Lights, Green Workshops,
Ultraviolet Disinfection

By TIA FATTARUSO

Gill is getting ever closer to mak-
ing the switch to LED streetlights.
Town administrator Ray Purington
said the town has received the mid-
dle 50 percent of Green Community
Grant funding, which amounts to
$69,950, which will finish paying for
the insulation of Town Hall and the
Riverside building and begin to pay
for the lights.

An inventory of streetlights has
blossomed into a general discussion
about whether all the lights are need-
ed where they are. One, at North
Cross and Main roads, will be moved
to where there’s a curve in the road,
which means the town won’t have to
buy the old pole from WMECO.

Selectboard chair Randy Crochier
noted that he uses that road often,
and advised that moving the pole
may mean installing reflective mate-
rial there as well, as it is headed into
an intersection.

A conversation about LED light
color spectrum and human bio-
thythm followed. Board member
John Ward explained it has become
understood that red light puts the
brain to sleep and blue light causes
it to stay awake. The consensus was
the brain ought to stay awake while
driving, and so blue-ish lights would
be superior.

“If it shines in your bedroom win-
dow, put up a drape,” said Janet Ma-
succi, filming for MCTYV, addressing
the potential for concern from home-
owners about the difference in color.

Green Workshops

$5,100 of Green Community
Grant money was approved for the
year’s energy workshops; Ward re-
cused himself from the decision.

“We’re getting a good deal for all
the workshops they’re putting on,”
said Crochier.

A finalized consent and release for
workshops held off town property,
with guidelines set by town counsel,
has been sent to the energy commis-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

sion but not yet reviewed.

Well Light

There is still no word from the
USDA about the status of a grant
that would help pay for design and
installation of ultra-violet disinfec-
tion equipment for the school well.
The USDA is currently reviewing
town finances to see if there are other
sources for payment for the equip-
ment, which will take a few more
weeks.

“We have a very good case, but
it’s not the slam dunk I’d hoped it
would be,” said Purington. He add-
ed that the timeline is now a bigger
challenge than if a decision had been
reached in January, and asked that,
assuming they receive the award, the
board give him permission to sign
papers to keep the process moving.

Locking It In

Purington is still in the process
of trying to gather enough informa-
tion to make a case on a fixed price
contract for electricity. Estimates
have yet to materialize from Hamp-
shire COG. Once they have, there
will still be some uncertainty, as the
streetlight usage will change, though
at least predictably, and the potential
change in electric usage at Riverside
if an air-source heat pump is installed
is very unpredictable.

3,800 gallons of oil have been
locked in for next year at a price of a
little over $2.26, while this year’s oil
was at $3.19.

Purington said he would also
like to do some research on diesel,
which the town traditionally receives
through Franklin Regional COG, but
could alternatively contract for with
the Lower Pioneer Valley Educa-
tional Collaborative, the other po-
tential source for a fixed electricity
contract.

“We haven’t been poorly served
by FRCOG, it’s a matter of how
might we be better served,” said Pu-
rington.

Anne-ual Reports

Anne Banash has virtually com-
pleted drafts of the 2011, 2012 and
2013 annual reports, and asked for
advice on doing abridged reports
for some local entities. Crochier ex-
pressed concern about who would do
the editing.

“You don’t want to take some-
one’s work, edit it down, and call it
theirs without approval,” he said.

Purington understood that an or-
ganization would submit its report to
Banash which she would then com-
press and return to the organization
for approval. This seemed satisfac-
tory to all.

“Thank you, Anne — it’s an im-
portant project, and good to know
it’s getting done,” said Crochier.

Other Business

The board once again approved
use of the town hall for the After-
school Community Theater (ACT)
play, from May 6 through May 30,
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., with performances
May 27, 28 and 29. “It definitely
livens up the place,” Purington said
of the ACT program and its partici-
pants, led by Amy Gordon.

The board accepted with regret
the resignation of Deborah Gleason,
clerical assistant to the zoning board
of appeal, planning board, board of
health and conservation commission.
Purington recommended advertising
and hiring the position, while Cro-
chier suggested anyone interested
could pick up the extra work in the
meantime.

The “Winter Gardening Under
Cover” workshop this Saturday,
February 21, is full. Check the Gill
website for a waiting list.

A dog and cat Rabies vaccination
clinic will be held at the Bernardston
Police Department Sunday, March
22, from 9 a.m. to noon, at $18 per
pet. Town clerks will process licens-
es as well.

Friends of Gill will host a pan-
cake breakfast Saturday, March 28, 8
to 10:30 a.m. at the Gill Church.

Because of the amount of snow
that has accumulated along the
roadsides, the Town of Montague
has declared a state of emergency.
A parking ban is being put into ef-
fect immediately.

Parking is now prohibited on
the side of each road with odd
house numbers. Parking is still al-
lowed on the even number side of
the road.

The only current exceptions,
with parking allowed on both sides
of the street, are the parts of Third
Street, Avenue A, Fifth Street and
Park Street where the snow has
been removed from both sides of
the road.

The normal on-street overnight

Montague Announces
Parking Emergency

parking ban still remains in effect
between the hours of 1 and 5 a.m.

The reason for this declaration
is the amount of snow that has ac-
cumulated along the roadsides.
The snowbanks and parked vehi-
cles are making it very dangerous
and on most streets impossible for
emergency vehicles and regular
traffic to travel on.

This ban remains in effect un-
til both sides of the roadway have
been cleared of snow or you hear
otherwise from the police depart-
ment.

MEMA has been notified and
they will be sending assistance as
soon as they have the equipment
available.

Our Contest Extended

The snowflake contest announced
in our February 12 editorial will be
extended by one week, due to too
few entries received.

The prize is a snow shovel, a can

of soup and a roll of toilet paper.
Submit your paper snowflake, with
your name and phone number, to the
Montague Reporter at 177 Avenue A
to enter.

Montague: 2015
Annual Census

Did you get your annual cen-
sus/street list form? Montague’s
2015 Annual Town Census/Street
List forms were mailed out Friday,
January 30.

The Board of Registrars is re-
quired by State Statute to verify
and update the name, address, age
and occupation of all residents.

Census responses are used as
proof of residency to protect voter
rights, veterans’ bonus, to assist
the Council on Aging with service
projections and to assist the School
with enrollment information and
projections. Population figures are
also used by the state in calculat-
ing state and federal aid monies to
the town.

Census data is also used to
compile the annual street list. The
street list is made available to the
Police, Fire and Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians to aid in the daily
performance of their duties as well
as other municipal departments.

Census information  about
children under the age of 17 is
not made available to the public.
Birthdates of residents will not be
published due to the threat of iden-
tity theft.

If you are a registered voter and
do not respond to the census, the
Board of Registrars is required by
law to move you to the “Inactive
Voter” list and risk being removed
from the voter registration rolls.

Please help us make the Annual
Town Census as complete and ac-
curate as possible. If you did not
receive a form you can download a
form from the town website www.
montague.net or call the Town
Clerk’s Office at 863-3200, ext.
203 and we will send out a blank
form.

Please fill in the information
for all members of the household
and mail the completed form to the
Town Clerk’s Office at One Ave-
nue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376.

TOWN OF GILL SEEKS CLERK

Town of Gill seeks clerk to assist Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning
Board, Conservation Commission, & Board of Health. Workload
fluctuates, $13.21/hr, 100-300 hrs/year including evening meetings.
Requires basic secretarial & computer skills and ability to work
independently. Municipal experience & zoning knowledge a plus!

Job description & application at Town Hall, 325 Main Road, Gill, MA
01354 or www.gillmass.org/jobs.php Call 413- 863-9347 for further info.
Letter of interest, application, & résumé due Mar. 5.

Gill is an EO/AAE.

CALL 863-8666
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SINCE 1888

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC,

Auto Discounts
. Now Available

A H.Rist Including:

AARP & AAA

~N

159 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376

(413)863-4373
www.ahrist.com

N Paradise Parkway

*
TE Table & Chair Rentals

. Tammy Young
1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293

Tetablechairrentals.com

Turners Falls Mass 01376

- 48 Ranall Road

(@016 ENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066

Montague

48 Randall Road

Phone/413-863-3780
Mike Fuller, Owner

NEEDFUL THINGS &

SELLING QUALITY
USED FURNITURE

AND COLLECTIBLES
~ NEw ITEMS ARRIVE WEEKLY! ~

Open Monday-Saturday * 413-774-7430
199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield

a A
_—" __\ FRED HOLMGREN
"  Piano Tuning & Repair
f e -—)1 Serving central New England
The Best Hiding " ' for more than 35 years
Place in Town g, 078-544-5404
"*l /‘ fredholmgren@gmail.com
413-863-4630 N )
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG
NOTES FROMTHE ERVING SELECTBOARD
Ice Froze Door Shut R . H . h N d T lk
. - ecreation, Highway Need to Ta
onday, 2/9 a revoked license. on scene.
12:45 pm. Resident Friday, 2/13 6:06 am. Assisted
requesting assistance. 8:45 am  Animal motor vehicle with for recreation maintenance work. On police chief Chris Blair’s

Cannot get out of

residence. Ice froze
door shut. Assisted
same.

Wednesday, 2/11
1:06 pm. Landlord/
tenant dispute on
ForestStreet. Mediated
same, advised was civil
matter.

Thursday, 2/12

T:45

application issued to

pm. Criminal

for operating with

complaint on Briggs
Street. Animal control
officer advised.

Road
resident reported IRS

3 pam. State

scam phone call.

3:45 pm. Took report
of fraud on French
King Highway.
Saturday, 2/14

4:12 am. Alarm at Box
Car. All secure.

4:556 am. Report of
a paper machine fire
at Erving Paper Mill
Assisted Erving FD

flat tire on Route 2
eastbound.

8:20 p.m. Report of a
one-car crash on Route
2 and Old State Road.
State Police handled.
8:25 pm. Mutual aid
to Gill PD for three-
car crash, Route 2 at
Chapel Hill Road.
Sunday, 2/15

4:20 p.m. Took report
of
snow plow worker at
Forest Street.

tenant harassing

Turners Falls

Fire District

Nomination Papers Available

Nomination papers for the annu-
al Turners Falls Fire District elec-
tion are now available to all district
residents from the District Office
located at 226 Millers Falls Road
until Monday, March 9.

Papers must be returned no later
than Wednesday, March 11. The
District Office is open Monday
through Friday. from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

All potential candidates need
to obtain 32 signatures from reg-
istered voters of the Turners Falls
Fire District.

Offices are as follows:

* Prudential Committee, for a

Food Justice:

On Saturday morning, March
7. Mass Slavery Apology’s free
monthly program series will feature
a workshop on food justice, explor-
ing the questions:

What is it? Is it attainable?
What does it mean in our individ-
val lives? What are the ingredients
of a more just food system? What
do just systems look like? Who
needs to be in the conversation?
Who is missing from the conversa-
tion? Why?

Presenters Liz O’Gilvie and
Catherine Sands are both on the

three-year term;

» Water Comunissioner, for a three-
year term;

* Water Comimissioner, to fill an
unexpired two-year term;

+ Moderator, to fill an unexpired
two-year term.

The annual election will be held
on Tuesday. April 28. The polls
will open noon to 7 p.m. District
residents wishing to register to
vote may do so at the Town Clerk’s
office located in Town Hall, 1 Av-
enue A, Turners Falls.

For more information, call the
District Office at 863-4542.

What Is It?

Steering Committee, Racial Equity
Committee, and Food System of Pi-
oneer Valley Grows, based in South
Deerfield.

The program, at the First Congre-
gational Church, 43 Silver Street in
Greenfield, will be from 10am.to 1
p-m. Doors open at 9:30. Admission
is free; donations are welcomed. To
reserve childcare, RSVP with num-
ber and ages of children to (413)
625-2951 or email@massslavery-
apology.org.

For more information, see www:
massslaveryapology.org.

Franklin County Tech Recruiting
Teams for Dodgeball Tournament

If you think you have what it takes
to withstand the punishment and out-
last the competition, then organize a
team to test your stamina in the 7th
Annual Franklin County Technical
School Dodgeball Tournament.

The public is invited to organize
teams of five players to face off in
double-elimination matches to be held
at the school on Friday, March 6.

Competition will begin at 6 p m.
at FCTS, located at 82 Industrial
Blvd., Tumners Falls. The event will
end when one victorious team is left
standing. Cash prizes of $200 for first

place and $100 for second place will
be awarded to the top two teams.

Teams must register by March 4
to be eligible to play. There is a $25
registration fee per team, which is
due at the time of registration. To
register a team, contact Amber Co-
burn at (413) 863-9561, ext. 255, or
sign up at FCTS.

The public is invited to attend
the tournament, and general admis-
sion is $1. All proceeds from the
tournament will go to the FCTS Var-
sity Girls Soccer and Varsity Field
Hockey programs.

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS FJ‘LLL{)S1 gd?%SSACHUSETTS
413-863-3133

PEROOMAL MJURS, (IS 6 ESIHTES, LIBRHER'S COM?

By KATIE NOLAN

“In the winter, we need all the
people we have to keep the roads
clear,” highway foreman Glenn
McCrory told the selectboard. ex-
plaining why he feels the highway
department should not be responsi-
ble to the recreation commission for
clearing skating rink ice. McCrory
noted the list of seasonal tasks the
recreation commission is asking the
highway department to do, and said,
“It’s out of control.”

Selectboard member Margaret
Sullivan read out some of the rec-
reation commission’s task list, in-
cluding “lining fields, tilling, raking
leaves, measuring and anchoring
[baseball field] bases, moving por-
table bleachers.”

Sullivan said the tasks have in-
creased over time and said she
“would like the rec commission,
highway, and board of selectmen to
come to agreement” on what is rea-
sonable for the highway department
to do. She suggested that another
employee was needed to“do the
basic stuff that the rec commission
wants done.”

Sullivan noted that one article on
the February 23 special town meet-
ing warrant requests $5.000 to pay

She said this amount should pay
for a part-time variable employee
to complete the commission’s tasks
until June 30, the end of this fis-
cal year. After July 1. she said. the
maintenance “should be included in
someone’s budget.”

Selectboard member Arthur
Johnson said that an employee
“completely dedicated to the rec-
reation commission”would make
sense.

Selectboard chair William Bem-
bury said. “I am totally opposed
to this. The highway department is
going in the wrong direction. Ul-
timately, the highway department
is there to help people in the town
out.” However, he agreed with Sul-
livan: “I want to see all departments
sit down and communicate.”

Recreation commission member
Michele Tumer, who said she was
at the selectboard meeting to lis-
ten, because she hasn’t been on the
comimission long, said, “We need to
start from square one. We need to
talk about this. We’re new, Glenn’s
new, let’s talk about it.”

The selectboard agreed to setup a
meeting with the recreation commis-
sion and highway department on a
date after the special town meeting.

recommendation, the Erving se-
lectboard appointed reserve officer
James Loynd as a full-time officer,
and approved paying Loynd’s tu-
ition at the state police academy.

The approval is conditional on
Loynd signing a contract to remain
on the Erving department for 3
years.

Selectboard member Margaret
Sullivan read aloud a letter from
Captain Mark Carignan of the Brat-
tleboro police department, who was
a passenger in a car involved in an
accident on Route 2. He praised
Blair’s “superior™ accident inves-
tigation and professional manner
while dealing with the accident.

Fire chief Philip Wonkka pre-
sented his fiscal year 2016 budget
to the selectboard. Wonkka noted
increases based on increased costs
for fuel oil and electricity, an esti-
mated 2% increase in the costs of
ambulance service, and purchase of
three new suits of firefighting gear.

Correction: In our last edition
we reported that the Erving select-
board voted 2-1 in favor of accept-
ing a donation of conservation land.
That vote was actually unanimous.
Our apologies to our readers.

NOTES FROMTHE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

Board Opts to Let its Freak Flag Fly

By JOSH HEINEMANN

With a short agenda and the one
scheduled visitor postponing be-
cause she was sick. the Wendell
selectboard had a short meeting on
February 11.

The postponing visitor, Judy Hall
of the kitchen committee, caused
little problem with her decision to
stay home because the issue she was
to discuss with the selectboard was
use and governing of the town hall
kitchen after the reconstruction is
finished. The reconstruction is still
in progress.

The Flag, Plain or Colorful

Selectboard member Jeoffiey
Pooser brought in two full-size cop-
ies of the proposed Wendell flag, one
with the starburst pattern around the
center circle, and one with a plain
background. He preferred the star-
burst version, and said that is the
design that people voted for.

Selectboard member Dan Keller
said that some people voted more
than once at Old Home Day, and the
plainer design might be improved if
it included a colored border.

Still, he said he felt that the
colorful design better represented
Wendell’s diversity and the spirit of
Shay’s rebellion. The other board
members agreed.

Department Website Updates

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich
said that some town departments
have not maintained their pages of
the town website and that she was
unable to get accurate tax informa-
tion from the site.

Pooser said that website design-
er Christine Texiera has offered to
teach members of town boards and
departments how to maintain their
pages, and there is money budgeted

for that. Pages should be updated
at least once a year, and he said he
will send a letter out to town depart-
ments.

Committee Appointments

John Craddock is willing to come
back as a member of the ZBA to
keep his friend Don Bartlett from be-
ing alone on the board. Selectboard
members wasted no time in signing
his appointment slip.

Accepting the recommendation
of the agricultural commission, the
selectboard signed an appointment
slip that made Luke Doody a mem-
ber of the agricultural commission.

MMA Breakfast
Aldrich said the Massachusetts
Municipal Association (MMA) will
hold a breakfast meeting in Shel-
burne, at 8 a.m. on March 6.
Selectboard chair Christine Heard
said she was interested.

Septic System Alarm

Aldrich said that one time that she
entered the building septic system
alarm was sounding, indicating that
the sump was full. The reset button
silenced the alarm, and town engi-
neer Jim Slavas found the system
was working but the hours shown
on one pump seemed to indicate that
the pump has not been working. The
pumps alternate and the other pump
can keep the system working.

The conclusion was that repairs
can wait until the snow is gone and
the ground is soft.

Fire Chief Benefits

The proposed meeting with the
New Salem selectboard to discuss
benefits for shared fire chief, Joe
Cuneo, was called off because of
weather, and is rescheduled to Feb-
ruary 17.

If there is weather then, the meet-
ing can be held at the following New
Salem selectboard meeting, March
2

Senior Tech Assistance

The FRCOG asked for needs of
Wendell’s senior center and council
on aging, especially technical assis-
tance. Those needs were low on the
selectboard’s priority list when the
FRCOG asked for a list of priori-
ties.

Heard said senior housing is a
concern, and that is under ongoing
discussion.

Annual Town Report

Aldrich said she is putting the an-
nual town report together and will
save the town some money by using
Athol Press. She can send them the
files in PDF form and save herself
time.

“Something is coming.”

At the meeting’s end Keller re-
ported on the evening he went to
represent Wendell at the FRCOG.
There the personnel department
asked for a significant bump in some
pay rates saying they are out of sync
with similar work elsewhere. He
asked rhetorically if those pay rates
compared to pay rates in Boston if
they include step raises and merit
raises.

Keller said that Wendell does not
give merit raises, and Aldrich said
that New Salem has merit raises,
but the system has not worked well.
Keller said, “something is coming.”

Left Click Owed Money

Wendell owes Left Click com-
puter service money for its work
backing up town computer files, but
Pooser said that he would like to see
specifically what they have done.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

WANTED

Kawasaki
3- and 4-Cylinder Motorcycles
L9695 T0 \[I'9/6
In Any Condition

Call Joe

(978)-760-5042
(508) 481-3397

S
B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

——
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Shacks * Tires « Batteries * Starters
Struts * Tune-ups * Brakes * Qil Change

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051

£UNK"SHUN

FUN GIFTS UPHOLSTE€RY
(USTOM SEWING

Christa Snyder - Creator

38 3rd Street
etsy.com/shop/funkshunbychristalee
funkshun2@verizon.net

Turners Falls
863-0003
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LEVERETT from page A1

school district costs.

The proposed amendments also
create a process for closing an el-
ementary school, perhaps the most
controversial question to be ad-
dressed in the new agreement.

The current regional school com-
mittee will be discussing the pro-
posed amendments on February 24,
two days before the Leverett forum.
The committee is currently slated to
vote on the amendments at its meet-
ing on March 10.

This rather early ratification date
is required if the amendments are
to be voted on by member towns at
their spring annual town meetings.
Town meeting approvals would po-
tentially lead to a new re-

TOWN OF LEVERETT

Thinking about buying a home in Leverett? TRANSFER STATION COORDINATOR/SUPERVISOR

We'd like to help! Find out if you qualify for up to $50,000

in assistance to purchase an affordable home in Leverett. The Selectboard is hiring a part-time Transfer Station

Coordinator/ Supervisor. Duties to include, but are not lim-
ited to, working at the Station as a Supervisor for one shift a
weekend, managing and hiring staff, paying bills, preparing
budgets and annual report, resident education and consult-
ing with Selectboard and regional solid waste organization
on special projects. Approximately 8.5 hours per week.
Hours flexible, but will include weekends and evenings.
Pay based on experience. An application is available in the
Town Hall or by calling the Administrator’s office at
(413) 548-9699. Applications due by March 5, 2014.

Informational meeting:
February 23, 6 p.m.,
Leverett Town Hall

Applications will be due and lottery held Spring 2015.
Dates to be announced.

For more information, call Alli at Franklin County
Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority at

(413) 863-9781 x 156, or email alangley@fcrhra.org. ,
Leverett is an AA/EOE.

NOTES FROM THE GMRSD SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Is School Choice the Problem?

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

In his presentation to the school
committee and interested members
of the community at a budget hear-
ing held on February 10, Gill-Mon-
tague Superintendent Michael Sulli-
van pointed to declining enrollment
as the cause of lost revenue to the
school district.

With all the district has achieved
in terms of improved status, stu-
dent achievement, quality advanced
placement and honors classes, and
continued support for arts program-
ing and technology, there is a net
loss to the district in student popula-
tion, costing the district a substantial
amount of income.

The number of students living
within the district who choice out
continues to rise. This is offset to
some degree by increases in students
who choice into the district, and in
students from Erving, but there is
still a net loss in revenue.

With charts projected on a screen,
Sullivan explained the numbers to
those gathered.

The number of potential students
residing within the school district for
the 2014-15 school year is 1,267.
This number naturally fluctuates
slightly from year to year.

The number of resident students
currently enrolled in the district is
826.

The difference is explained by
several factors. These are the num-
bers for the current school year:
students attending private schools
or home-schooling (81); students at-
tending Franklin County Tech High
School (66); students who choice
out and attend other school districts
(223); and students who attend char-
ter schools (66).

Balancing the choice-out num-
bers are student increases over last
year: eleven more students choiced
in from other districts, and ten more
are attending from Erving. The to-
tal number of students enrolled in
the Gill-Montague Regional School
District (GMRSD) for this school
year is 1,001.

In spite of the overall improve-
ment in performance in the school
district and the view by many attend-
ing the meeting that the district has
made great strides and is doing very
well, the district has not improved
enrollment sufficiently to overcome
the loss of revenue.

The net loss for Fiscal Year
2015 through choice and charter is
$1,393,838, with a change over the
previous year of $333,777.

The projected revenue loss
through choice and charter for FY’16
is estimated at $1,530,000.

Those losses are being incurred
within a district budget for FY 15 of
$17,488,832, and a projected FY16
budget of $18,347,688.

Michael Naughton, member of
the Montague finance committee,
spoke to this subject in his comments
to the school committee. He said he
was glad to see an effort to address
the issue of enrollment, but that he
felt the underlying problem was the
state’s formula for Chapter 70 reim-
bursement. Naughton said this puts
the budget at continuing risk in the
years ahead.

The net loss for FY’15
through choice and
charter is $1,393,838.
The district has not
improved enrollment
sufficiently to overcome

the loss of revenue.

Looking at the compact between
the school district and the towns
agreed to several years ago, the part
that has never been met was the
commitment on the part of the state
to provide a set amount of increased
revenues under Chapter 70.

Naughton said he felt the legis-
lators who agreed, verbally, to the
compact language did not fully un-
derstand what the towns and school
district expected, and that although
they were sincere in their efforts,
they did not have the power to bring
about the change Gill-Montague and
other small rural districts need.

Karl Dziura, president of the Gill-
Montague Education Association,
said that with Turners Falls High
School now rated Level 2 and Great
Falls Middle School Level 1, having
to make extensive cuts could under-
mine these achievements and the sta-
bility of the district.

Dziura and several others ex-
pressed a concern over a downward
spiral that could be set off if students
and parents think cuts to staff will
undermine the quality of the school
experience, and choose to go else-
where.

Dziura suggested the superinten-
dent consider spreading out the cuts
over two years, and try to find places
to make cuts like expenditures on
classroom supplies before cutting
staff.

He argued for keeping parapro-

fessionals, saying they make valu-
able contributions in roles that may
be more costly to replace in the long
run.

“They are a bargain, given their
cost,” Dziura said. “Careful consid-
eration should be given before elimi-
nating any of them.”

Dziura also argued for keeping
some of the administrative assistants
being considered for cuts, saying
they have knowledge that may turn
out to be hard to replace. He sug-
gested the district consider reducing
cuts to teaching staff by half, warned
against cuts in technology, as did
Naughton and several others.

Tara Martineau spoke about the
students’ needs and opinions in a
way no one else had addressed. She
is a volunteer from Community Ac-
tion, working with students through
the Gay-Straight Alliance.

Martineau asked the school com-
mittee and superintendent if they had
considered the results of the student
survey done by their organization.
She felt the district should be looking
at how students feel about the school
environment instead of focusing on
maintaining academics.

Martineau said the student census
data shows that when there are staff
reductions, students often lose some-
one they consider a friend. She sug-
gested that for future budgets they
look beyond the academic needs of
students alone, and also consider the
impact of such changes on student
climate.

Mentioned repeatedly by many
speakers at this meeting were cuts
to the arts. The superintendent and
school committee chair say there
have not been cuts in these programs
but perhaps changes in staff and
therefore to programs have given stu-
dents and others the impression that
cuts in programs have been made.

The suggestions made at this
meeting seem to be that finding a
way to maintain a high standard of
quality education is of foremost im-
portance with many expressing hope
that a way can be found to solve the
financial dilemma that will allow
Gill-Montague to continue to grow
and thrive.

There will be further opportunity
for discussion of the budget at the
next school committee meeting, with
a final vote on the FY’16 budget at
the school committee held on March
10.

The next regular school commit-
tee meeting will be held on Tuesday,
February 24, at Turners Falls High
School at 6:30 p m.

gion beginning in the fall of m
2016. =

GREAT FALLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL
2nd QUARTER
HONOR ROLL

Grade 6:

First Honors: Timothy Agapov, Catherine Bezio,
Emily Denison, Emmalee Dobosz, Jacob Dodge,
Isabelle Farrick, Haleigh Greene, Abigail Hoynoski,
Isabella Johnson, Natalie Kells, Mackenzie Martel,
Mercedes Morales, Taylor Murphy, Audrey O’Keefe,
Catherine Reynolds, Emily Sevrens, Lana Spera, Julie
Sprankle, Amber Taylor, Taryn Thayer, Jade Tyler, Olivia
Whittier

Second Honors: Nicholas Billings, Vincent Carme,
Alexis Lynds, Nicholas Lyons, James Robison, Jacob Sak

Third Honors: Vincent-Price Fournier, G-anni Garcia,
Dylan McLaughlin, Dalver Perez, Mercedes Rivera-Drew,
Kelli Schneider, Nicholas White

Grade 7:

First Honors: Hailey Bogusz, Cameron Bradley,
Karissa Fleming, Josy Hunter, Eliza Johnson, Joseph Kochan,
Chantelle Monaghan, Alyson Murphy, Karlie Porter,
Kayani Rodriguez, Dabney Rollins, Brody Trott, Lucas
Upham, Abigail Waite, Connor Waitkus, Allison Wheeler,
Lindsay Whiteman

Second Honors: Jakob Burnett, Carson Carlisle,
Alden Courtemanche, Madison McCassie, Kaitlyn Miner,
Journey Smalls, Lucy Spera, Lydia Wright

Third Honors: Jonathon Fritz, Joshua Gaulin,
Gram Hancock-Pezzati, Shelby Jordan, Mason Kucenski,
Edward Reipold, Marcus Sanders, Emily Sisson, Glen Sumner,
Mackenna Whiteman

Grade 8:

First Honors: Samantha Bocon, Ryan Campbell,
Dominic Carme, Andy Craver, Kyle Dodge, Reagan Fiske,
Cailyn Gobeil, Jenna Jacobsen, Anna Kochan, Jacob LaBelle,
Tyler Noyes, John Putala, Keltyn Socquet, Ayden Stacy,
Sarah Studlien, Holly Tetreault, Will Turn, Sarah Waldron,
Hannah Welles, Cassidhe Wozniak

Second Honors: Jared Bergmann, Lindsey Bourbeau,
Reilan Castine, Kayleigh Curtiss, Timothy Fritz, Rebecca
Harrell, Dizarre Lopez,

Garrett Martel, Tyler Murray-Lavin, Kallie Ryan,
Hunter Sanders, Ethan Shilo-Draper, Victoria Veaudry

Third Honors: Madison Adams, Rodney Duteau,
Katherine Garcia, Deven Goshea, Danielle Lively,
Bianca Martin

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

T

Hampshire H c],riag Services

Overwhelmed by stuff? Try Franklin County's Most Convenient
IN-TOWN SELF STORAGE

Rau's Auto

established 1984 UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD
Glenn T Shinner, Au D 413-883-7323 \ETY OF
Hearing and Hearing Aid Technology Shaped ] . . “l‘s‘lis
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Care & Easy in-town location 3 ‘m i
Patience To Optimize Social Interaction Secure 24-hour access %ﬁs
As an Audiology practice,
it’s who we are and what we do OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA \

24 hour emergency towifg
Best service licensed Mechanl

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors
and Artists encouraged Lo inguire

241 King Street, Suite 119 (Pot Pourri Plaza) Northampton = 413-586-9572
it’s all about communication
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That’s when Liam Ellis sunk the
game winner from the foul line and
the Boys in Blue entered the locker
room with a win. But they had little
time to rest. 20 hours later, they had
to start their warm up drills for their
next contest.

“We have little time to lick our
wounds,” Coach Mullins said af-
ter the game.“Because Pioneer can
score big time, and in fact they put
up 90 tonight on Athol.”

Tyler Charbonneau led Pow-
ertown with 20 points, including
three 3-pointers. Liam Ellis ended
with 18 points, including two buck-
ets from 3-point land. He also had
some key blocks. Jalen Sanders
added 10 points. Nick York had 9
and Tionne Brown hit 8.

Turners Falls 75, Pioneer 69

You can’t blame the boys for
playing tired. After all, the night
before, they pulled out all the stops
and squeaked past a very deter-
mined, very good Frontier team.

And Pioneer is an excellent
team. They beat Hopkins which
gave Powertown sole possession of
first place in the Hampshire Con-
ference. But in order for Turners to
keep that toe-hold on the top rung,
they needed to pull it together and
beat the Panthers on Wednesday the
11th.

But Pioneer came out shooting.
And rebounding and stealing. And
before the Tribe could score a sin-
gle point, the Panthers were ahead
7 to zilch. Though Blue was able
to keep pace through the rest of the
quarter. when the buzzer sounded.
the Panthers were ahead 22- 14.

The Panthers piled on the points
into the second quarter, increasing
the lead to 34-18 with 4:05 left to
play in the half. But the True Blue
Faithful were still hopeful. After
all, Turners Falls has come back by
bigger margins.

The cheerleaders led the cheers
and the crowd clapped along. But
would the boys have anything left?

It was almost halftime and they
were down by 16. But they were
trying hard to find a way to win:
diving for balls, going for steals and
trying impossible shots. When the
midgame buzzer sounded, they had
pulled within 9 points, 39-30.

Two 3-pointers at the start of the
third period and Pioneer was back
up by 15 points, 45-30. But the boys
weren’t dissuaded. Turners chipped
away again at the lead and the quar-
ter ended with them behind by only
8 points, 55-47.

In the fourth, the Panthers shot-
out to an 11-point lead, 62 to 51.
But the Indians have a will to win.
Even though they were down by 11
in the final period, with every player
in foul trouble, they never gave up.

They worked together as a team
and went for the steal and the block
and fought for the rebounds. even
if it meant fouling out. With 3 min-
utes 25 seconds left in the game, it
looked like it was possible for the
Indians to win — or at least make a
game of it.

And when they pulled to within 6
points, 67-61. the whole Tribe came
alive. Parents, students, faculty.
and the alumni were on their feet,
screaming, cheering and stamping
their feet and the cheerleaders led
them on.

Turners’ aggressive play led to
Panthers’ fouls, and Blue scored
three foul shots in succession, nar-
rowing the lead to 3. But Pioneer
also got 2 free throw points right
back and upped the lead to 5, 69-
64.

Turners responded with a 3-
pointer to make it a 2-point game,
and then with 48 seconds left, Nick
York hit a basket and tied the game
for the first time since it was 0-0.

Then, Tionne stole the ball! In
a Johnny Most/Havlicek moment,
Tionne Brown intercepted a Pan-
ther pass and then took the ball to
the hoop. And just like that, Turners
took their first lead of the night, 71
to 69. Turners capped off the win
with 4 free throws.

Liam Ellis scored 19 points, and
had 7 rebounds and 7 assists. Nick
York and Jalen Sanders each had 17
points. Nick had 8 rebounds and 2
assists. Jalen also got 8 rebounds
and gave 3 assists. Tyler Charbon-
neau had 13 points and grabbed 4
rebounds. Tionne Brown scored
7 points, snagged 4 rebounds and
gave 2 assists. Emmett Turn added
2 points.

VIETH O RHOTO

Jalen Sanders gets some air, and 2 of
his 17 points, as Turners battles fo a
75-69 win against Pioneer.

Turners Falls 67 Mahar 60

On Tuesday, February 17 the In-
dians defeated the Mahar Senators,
67 to 60. It was a pivotal game
for both teams and for one player
in particular. Powertown needed
to win, to capture the Hampshire
Crown. Mahar needed to win, to
make the playoffs.

And Liam Ellis needed 15 points,
to reach 1000 career points.

It was senior night and Coach
Gary Mullins decided to start all
seniors. Jalen Sanders and Tionne
Brown sat out while Emmett Tumn,
Tyler Charbonneau, Nick York,
Liam Ellis, and Spencer Hubert
took the court. And after 2 minutes
41 seconds, Eulalio Veras came into

the game. But at 3:33 of the first
quarter, all five starters were in.
Turers instituted the full-court
press with a minute and a half left
and soon the Tribe was up. 12 to 6.
Mahar scored as time ran out, and
after a quarter the score was 12-8.
The second period had some
fantastic plays. The full-court press
allowed Tionne Brown to pick
off a pass and take the ball to the

- hoop himself. And when Turners

snagged a rebound or intercepted a
pass, they would throw the ball all
the way down the court to an open
man.

With 5:47 left in the half, Liam
scored his 9th point. But on the
next play. he received his second
foul.

Then Nick York sunk a 3 and
the Tribe was pulling away, 22-13.
‘When Liam scored his 11th point,
Turners was leading 29-17. Tionne
stole another ball, and the lead in-
creased to 31-17. Mahar scored 2
as time ran out and the teams en-
tered the locker room with Turn-
ers leading 31-19 — and Liam Ellis
only 4 points shy of the millennium
mark.

Tumers started the second half
off with a 13-to-2 run, capped when
an Ellis 3-pointer brought them to a
44-21 lead. giving him 14 points in
the game. But on the next series, he
was called for his third foul.

With the score 44-27, while
players were fighting over a loose
ball in the Mahar end, Liam Ellis
sprinted down the court, waving
his arms. Turners came up with
the loose ball and alertly threw it
to Liam who forced his way to the
hoop. When the ball swished in. the
crowd erupted. But the basket was
waved off and Liam was called for
a charge.

With 4 fouls, he had to take a
seat, still 1 point short of the 1000
mark. Powertown maintained the
20-plus lead for the rest of the pe-
riod, and after three, the score was
51-30.

Then with the score 57-40, with

just under four minutes left in the
game, Liam shot from two feet be-
hind the 3-point line, scoring his
1000th, 1001st and 1002nd points.

After the announcement was
made and the crowd finally qui-
eted, the game restarted. And at
1:57., with the score 66 to 48 and
the Hampshire Title firmly in hand,
Coach Mullins took his starters off
the court.

No player wins by himself. This
was demonstrated aptly on Tuesday
by the Indians. At times, all five
players touched the ball before one
took a shot. Other times, hand sig-
nals or calls from the bench resulted
in calculated passes to open men.

Ellis led the Tribe with 19 points,
8 rebounds and 7 assists. Nick York
scored 17 points, grabbed 10 re-
bounds and gave 4 assists. Tionne
Brown had 15 points and 4 assists.
Jalen Sanders, 9 points, 6 rebounds
and 2 assists. Tyler Charbonneau
added 7 points, 8 rebounds and 2
assists.

This style of smart, selfless play
has led to a record of 18 and 2. a
Hampshire Conference Title, a
thousand-point scorer and a high
seed in the upcoming postseason
tournament.

Upward and Onward

The Hampshire Conference
Champions will probably play their
first playoff game on Thursday,
February 26 at home. But the offi-
cial rankings will come out on Sat-
urday the 21st.

If vou ask Gary Mullins about
the Hampshire Conference. he
humbly answers, “Hopkins is the
best team in the league. and Pioneer
is the second most talented, with a
long bench and tremendous size for
this league.”

So what’s the difference between
an 18-and-2 team and a 12-and-8
team? Mullins finished his thought:

“However, 1f 1t comes to measur-
ing hearts, I’'m going with the Turn-

ers kids!” N a
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Montague Dental Arts
Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., FA.G.D.

300 Avene A
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Direct 413-223-1362
Cell; 413-772-9279
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Turnefir_ Falls Pizza House

Family Owned & Operated

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

((2WEEK{MINIMU M) - PIZZA, GRINDERS,
@ DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS
www.turnersialispizza.com

119 Avenue A, Turners Falls <+ (413) 863-8000
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By REPORTER STAFF

TURNERS FALLS - Wor-
ried about spending yet another
snowbound Friday night covered
in blankets and old cats on the
futon, humming along forlornly
as Sandy Denny’s North Star
Grassman and the Ravens spins
in endless circles?

Head down to the Brick House
and let others do the forlorn hum-
ming, if maybe not the spinning
in endless circles, for you. There
two touring acts, Itasca and
Tropical Rock, will be paired
with two local openers, Willie
Lane and Ruth Garbus, for a
night of wooly and warped, dark
and beautiful, quiet and focused
Music.

Itasca is the stage name of Los
Angeles-based singer-songwriter-
guitarist Kayla Cohen. Pitchfork,
a larger publication than the Re-
porter and one with a web pub-
lishing presence, has described
her newest release, Unmoored by
the Wind, with adjectives includ-
ing folk-derived, natural, subtle.
mystic, homespun, delicate. tex-
tural, narrative, baroque, angel-
ic, conversational, mysterious,
dreamy, radiant, and deft.

What we’ve heard they pay
their writers for reviews is about
$80 more than we're getting
for this one so we’ll just reprint
those. but having heard some of
her music we would also like
to point out that it is pretty. and
wicked good, and soft.

(Oh, and Vogue is calling
Itasca “ancient and new at once,”
which is like, not what anyone
asked Jogue about ever.)

Tropical Rock is the ambi-
ent, synth-based collaboration
of Kathleen Baird (Spires That
in the Sunset Rise) and Camilla
Padgitt-Coles (Future Shuttle).
They have a short tape out that
their label claims was “birthed
under the auspices of frog pos-
session.”

When this Reporter staff
member saw Spires That... at
Terrastock in "06 it was one of the
only sets we saw during peak New
Weird America or whatever that
actually seemed like the players
might be earnestly attempting to
open a dark portal into which the
audience would disappear forev-
er. so we are looking forward to
seeing what Ms. Baird has gotten
into now. frog possession or no
frog possession.

On the tape at least, Padgitt-
Coles plays an interactive music
sequencer called a Tenori-on.
which generally makes a lot of
peaceful beeping.

Willie Lane, back from living
away, will contribute his blazing/
ed solo guitar rants, and Ruth
Garbus of Brattleboro (ex-Feath-
ers; Happy Birthday) will chip in
a few of her self-contained sub-
liminal pop masterpieces. Both
local legends have been coaxed
out of hiding by the hot tuna of a
bill well-stacked.

The Brick House is an all-
ages, substance-free space, with-
in a block of several bars and eat-
eries. Patrons are urged to bring
$5 to $9 to donate to the bands
so they make it to their next ap-
pointments. The show should
start around 8 p.m.

A Flag for Every Town?

By PETE WACKERNAGEL

MONTAGUE — The completion of Wendell’s
town flag will make Montague the only town in
our circulation range to not have a flag. 321 out

g T
Ml

Wendells current flag prapesal, including
the favored “starburst” background.

AN INSPIRE€ED COCKTAIL $AUCE

By ERIC DAMKOEHLER

TURNERS FALLS — Inspiration comes from
many different avenues. The most important is
from simple ingredients. Anyone can make a
steak. Any cook, whether a master chef, an aspir-
ing culinary student or a homemaker, can put a
piece of red meat in a pan or on a grill and wait
for the magic to happen. That, my friends, is
nothing special. What makes a dish something
special? It is the one thing that separates a cook
from a chef. It is the inspiration.

I walk the aisles of the grocery store with a
slow and methodical pace. searching for nothing
in particular. This slow walk is a part of the pro-
cess of creating food and menus that T have long
been a part of.

It always starts with one simple ingredient.
Blood orange vinegar, or gooseberries, or a can
of cashews. That is where it starts, never with
the steak. The steak is a given, a necessary cata-
Lyst for the rest of the meal. It is the canvas, the
cashews or the vinegar are the paint.

There is the cliché, “cooking is an art.” Yes,
figuratively speaking, cooking is an art. Barry
Sanders was an artist on the football field. A well-
landscaped property is aesthetically pleasing. An
antique rocking chair is a nice compliment to the

THE GARDENER’S

COMPANION

of 351, or 91%, of Massachusetts’ towns and cit-
ies have flags.

While some of the Commonwealth’s cities
have had official flags for a long time, many of
the smaller towns did not. A boom in municipal
flag creation occurred following a request from
the State House in the early 1990s to remedy a
sonic blunder.

In 1990 Governor Dukakis completed the
State House’s Great Hall, the largest public event
space in the building, by adding a glass ceiling
and marble floor to what had previously been an
open-air courtyard in the 1895 addition.

But the acoustics in the skinny, three-story
room turned out to be intolerably bad. It was de-
cided that fabric was needed to soften the hard
edges of the space, and that the flags of the towns
and cities of the state would be hung. They would
also generate civic pride and enthusiasm.

“It worked a little bit.” said Susan Greendyke
Lachevre, curator of the Massachusetts Art Com-
mission, referring to the acoustical improvements
made by the flags.

While we mainly think of flags today as sym-
bols representative of states or nations, their ori-
gins in fact predate the existence of the modern
nation-state. Flag making grew out of heraldry,
which was born out of the medieval need to dis-
tinguish friends from foes in combat when their
faces and bodies were hidden behind metallic
armor.

As the practicality and use of coats-of-arms

IDAMKOEHLER PHOTO

comfortable or sturdy?

If the plants don’t have fertilizer or water they
will die, and the artistic landscape will be a shab-
by grove. Without the fundamentals and training,
who is Bairy Sanders?

So there you have it: the art of cooking is the

for direct warfare diminished, they made the
jump to banners, and their importance as a he-
reditary status symbol increased (coats-of-arms
are specific to a single family).

While heraldry is essentially a complex lan-
guage of symbolism involving a high amount of
detail, modern flags are simple and iconic. The
reporter conjectures that one reason for this could
be because of the vast numerical simplification in
political units over time (i.e. there are far fewer
nations of the world today than there were king-
doms within medieval Europe).

It also seems that a modern flag is able to serve,
symbolize, and bring together a large percentage
of the populace. A coat-of-arms, perhaps, would
not encourage national unity, as it would serve
as a reminder of distinctions between the ruling
family and the ruled.

see FLAGS page B4

Leverett’s flag incorporates its town seal.

end result of a scientific process.

‘We have three basic rules when grading a dish:
Does it taste good? Is it hot? Does it look good?
By that formula, cooking is only one-third art.

Add a fourth, equally important rule: is it safe
to eat? Now, your artistic value drops again.

see SAUCE page B6
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By LESLIE BROWN

DELEON SPRINGS, FL -
Much has changed since our arrival
three weeks ago. Since the full moon
and some mild nights, the bullfrogs
and peepers have been chorusing
in the nearby swamp. All of the de-
ciduous frees now sport new leaves.
Yesterday we saw Camellias in
bloom although the overnight tem-
peratures are in the high thirties.

Overnight the verge of the
highways has been decorated with
wildflowers in white and lavender.

Yesterday a bright, windless day
brought temperatures in the low
seventies.

Our last state forest visit for this
frip took us to DeLeon Springs,
named for Juan Ponce de Leon al-
though there is absolutely no evi-
dence that it is the famed Fountain
of Youth. The local community was
home to Native Americans 6,000
years ago, and was later settled by
families who built sugar and cot-
ton plantations and named it Spring
Garden.

In the 1880s the area was named
DeLeon Springs in order to capital-
ize on the potential for bringing the
tourist trade to this resort area. Al-
though originally privately owned,
the park area became a state park in
1982.

The park continues to be an odd
amalgam of its origins and a tourist
attraction in particular for its natu-
ral sulphur springs and for the Old
Sugar Mill pancake house.

A large swimming area has been
built around the “boil” from the
underground river, which keeps a

steady temperature of 72 degrees
year round. It is open for swimming
and snorkeling.

The original sugar mill was used
to grind cane sugar using the wa-
ter power of the spring which pro-
duces a force of 18 million gallons
a day. In 1961 the building was set
for demolition, but was leased by a
grist miller named Peter Schwarze
who restored the mill and built an
electric-powered grist for his own
flours. This evolved into the pan-
cake business using his own grains.

We can attest to the flavor of
the five-grain pancakes cooked by

=

the customer on griddles set into

The Old Spanish Sugar Mill at Del eon Springs State Park.

wooden picnic tables, but we came
unprepared to enjoy the delights of
the warm water spring.

A hike into the swampy for-
est lands took us through a hydric
hammock of trees which flourish in
wet conditions: red maples, sweet
gums. magnolias, cabbage palms
and water hickories.

There was also a huge Bald Cy-
press which is over 500 years old.
The cypress has a special talent for
swamp living producing woody
projections above water level from
its roots. These are known as cy-
press “knees,” but their function is
ee GARDENER page B4
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Pet of the Week

Well hello there! My name is Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Tinkie and I was brought to Dakin Humane Society at (413) 548-9898
because my family was going or at info@dpvhs.org.
through a divorce. I know, right?

I am a friendly,
independent cat who would
love to watch movies with
you on your couch.

I may be a little shy at
first but please just give me
some time to warm right up
to you and then we can be
best fitends!

In my previous home I
have lived with dogs but it
wasn’t the best experience
for me so please no dogs. I
am a cute cat who is looking
for love during this winter | ! ‘
SeasolL. LS T _ e oy

Please ask a Staff ¢ "I; '
member for more information
about me today! INKIE

Senior Center Activities
February 23 to 27

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p m. for activities and con-
gregate meals.

Lunch isat 11:30 a.m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call Mealsite Manager Re-
becca Meuse at 423-3308 for meal
information and reservations.

For information. call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at
(413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities,
schedule a ride, or find out about
the next blood pressure clinic.

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Center,
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is
open Monday through Friday from
9am. to2 p.m.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made one
day in advance by 11 a.m.

All fitness classes are supported
by a grant from the Executive Of-
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do-
nations are accepted. Council on
Aging Director is Roberta Potter.
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant.
For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the Center is closed.

Monday 2/23

Tax Aid by Appointment
No Scheduled Activities
Tuesday 2/24

9:30 am. Chair Yoga
Noon Lunch

1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Wednesday 2/25

10:10 am. Aerobics
10:30 Monthly Health Screenings
10:50 am. Chair Exercise
Noon Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday 2/26

9am. Tai Chi

10 am. Tech Tutor

Noon Lunch

1 p.m. Pitch

Friday 2/27

10:10 am. Aerobics
10:50 am. Chair Exercise
1 p.m. Writing Group

Monday 2/23

9 a.m. Tai Chi

10 a.m. Osteo Exercise

12:30 p.m. Quilting

Tuesday 2/24

8:45 a m. Chair Aerobics

10 a.m. Zumba Fitness

12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday 2/25

8:45 am. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Chair Yoga

Noon Bingo

Thursday 2/26

8:45 am. Aerobics

10 a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles
12:30 pm. Cards

Friday 2/27

9 a.m. Bowling

12:30 p.m. Beginner Quilting

LEVERETT

For information., contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa(@levereft.ima.us.

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free).
Senior Lunch — Fridays at noomn.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes-
day for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at
2 Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs.

Call the Center for a ride.

O’Keeffe-Style Pastel Workshop in Wendell

The Wendell Free Library will host
award-winning pastel artist Gregory
John Maichack’s workshop, Scarlet
Poppies. Pastel Painting Like Geor-
gia O’Keeffe, on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 25, from 6 p.m to 8 p.m. This
hands on pastel painting workshop is
designed for adults, from beginners
to experienced artists. All materials
are provided.

Under Maichack’s tutorage, par-
ticipants will work with professional
grade pastels, pastel pencils, and pas-
tel paper to recreate O’Keeffe pop-
pies while learning the techniques
involved. O’Keeffe (1887-1986)
was a US painter who pioneered a
modernist style, producing mostly
abstract work. She became famous
for her paintings of enlarged flowers,
which were believed to have sexual
symbolism.

Maichack, nominated twice for
a Massachusetts Gold Star Program
Award, will demonstrate the essen-
tials of painting with pastels. Scum-
bling, feathering, blending, shuring,
edges, and layering techniques will
be taught. Participants will focus on
O’Keeffe’s famous poppy paintings
as well as Maichack’s versions and
will work in tandem with Maichack,
utilizing O’Keeffe techniques to
achieve their own paintings of pop-
pies. Participants take home their

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

Q. Tusually get a bit light-headed
when I stand, but this feeling is much
worse when I get up fiom the dinner
table. I don't drink. Anv ideas?

There’s a possibility you have
“postprandial hypotension,” or,
in layman’s language, low blood
pressure after a meal. This is a
senior malady; few younger people
experience this. Other possible
symptoms  include  dizziness,
blurred vision, nausea and fainting.
I recommend going to a docfor to
have your symptoms checked.

When you eat, blood pours
into your digestive system. To
maintain your blood pressure, your
heart pumps more often and your
blood vessels constrict. But these
compensatory mechanisms don’t
work for some people.

To help prevent postprandial
hypotension, eat small portions
several times a day and limit high-
carbohydrate foods such as potatoes,
rice, pasta and bread.

There’s another form of low
blood pressure called “postural

original pastel paintings.

Maichack’s workshops have
been so well-liked, many libraries
and senior centers have booked and
rebooked him. His teaching style is
known to be encouraging, positive
and constructive.

Maichack lives in Holyoke. He
is a portraitist and painter working
primarily in pastels, and is a fac-
ulty member at the Museum Studio
School in the Fine Arts Museum
Quadrangle in Springfield, and also
teaches at Greenfield and Holyoke
Community Colleges in their adult
continuing education departments.

Winner of the Award of Merit
from the Bennington Center for the
Arts: Impressions of New England
Show 2003, he also was awarded the
Savoir-faire Pastel Award from the

Great Lakes Pastel Society. He has
been in many national juried shows
and was awarded mumerous Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council grants.
In addition to portraiture, his still
lifes and landscapes are represented
by galleries from Kennebunkport,
Maine to San Francisco, California.
Maichack is accepting requests to do
portraits, and various commissions
to do pastel paintings. His web site
is GregoryMaichack.com.

The workshop at the Wendell
Free Library is supported in part by
a grant from the Wendell Cultural
Council and is also supported by the
Friends of the Wendell Free Library.

Seats may fill quickly, so please
call the library at (978) 544-3559
to pre-register. A $5 donation is re-
quested but not required.

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Low Blood Pressure

hypotension™ that affects some
people when they stand up. Also
called “orthostatic hypotension,”
this is especially common in older
adults who are more likely to use
highblood pressure drugs. Whenyou
experience postural hypotension,
blood pools in your legs.

Low blood pressure is commonly
caused by drugs for high blood
pressure, surgical medications,
anti-anxiety agents, diuretics, heart
medicines, antidepressants, narcotic
painkillers and alcohol.

Other causes of low blood
pressure include dehydration, heart
failure, heart arrhythmias, shock
from infection, stroke, severe
allergic reaction, major trauma,
heart attack and advanced diabetes.

The effects of hypotension can
lead to falls, which can be serious
for seniors. Here are some pointers
for avoiding the dangers of low
blood pressure:

‘When arising, let your feet hang
over the side of your bed. Then
flex your toes up and down about a
dozen times. Stand up slowly. Count
to 10 before you start walking. This
is a good idea whenever you get
up from lying or sitting for more
than 20 minutes.Crossing your legs
while sitting upright may also help
increase blood pressure

Some experts define low blood
pressure as readings lower than
90 systolic (the first number) or
60 diastolic (the second number).

However, low blood pressure is
relative, so doctors often define
blood pressure as too low only if
there are symptoms.

In many instances, low blood
pressure isn’t serious. However, it
is important to see your doctor if
you have hypotension symptoms,
because they sometimes can point
to serious problems. Chronic low
blood pressure may increase the
risk of Alzheimer’s-type dementia
in some older adults.

Low blood pressure without
symptoms rarely requires treatment.
In symptomatic cases, doctors
address the primary problems such
as heart failure. When hypotension
is drug-induced, treatment usually
involves altering the drug regimen.

It is possible to raise blood
pressure when that is required. Here
are some ways:

Eating more salt. However,
too much sodium can cause heart
failure, especially among seniors.

Don’t increase your salt without
consulting with your doctor.

Drink more water. Fluids increase
blood volume and help prevent
dehydration.

Compression stockings used to
treat varicose veins may help reduce
the pooling of blood in your legs.

There are also medications your
doctor may prescribe.

Ifvouwould like to ask a question,
write to fired@healthygeezer.com.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU
oWSULT ,,

25 Millers Falls Road R (413) B63-4331

Turners Falls, MA 01376 WWWw.pzinc,com

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

Renaissance

!

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam

Main Road, Gill

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462
renexc@gmail.com

Excavating, Inc.

COMPLETE
SITE WORK

cell 413.834.2201

degando

PALTICRALE

REAL

Naturally Fermented & Raw

 (413)774.2600

PICKLES

Available at
Upinngil, and Foaod City!

www.realpickles.com

Greenfield, MA

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A
PO Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413=863-9433

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St

Sharon Cottrell
Property Manager f’_—h

BUY, SELL & TRADE

Arts, Collectibles and
the Unexpected
104 Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA

413.834.7089

Facebook I

michael muller
owner

413.320.5336

mMmww

Montague WebWorks . com

make the web work for your business

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351
info@montaguewebworks.com




FEBRUARY 19, 2015

THE MONTAGUE REFORTER

B3

Tihe L
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By DAVID DETMOLD

Herr Klee grabbed the tripod
vand upended it, examining the
hammered brass legs and their
beautifully turned scrollwork.

“Hmm. Nice work. By the hand
that forged it, I’d hate to mar it.” He
put the stool to one side and tossed
his cigar into the snow. “Why not
get this out of the way instead?”

He bent down and took hold of
the huge marble slab that formed
the library landing. “Move over.”
he growled.

Melantha and I stepped back.

“Move!” barked Klee, straining
at the slab.

We stepped back into the ves-
tibule. Old Clare went a little way
down the stairs. He stood leaning
on his cane and smoked his pipe.
Sweet clouds of Revelation came
wafting up to us.

With one great heave, Klee tore
the massive slab from its footing
and rested it on end. He took the top
edge with one hand, put his shoul-
der to the slab, grunted, and levered
the stone skyward. For a moment, it
seemed he might topple backwards,
such was the weight of the thing.
But Klee steadied and set his stance
and raised the marble slab higher,
until his arms were fully extended.

We stood amazed in the door-
way. Klee was huge. Clouds of dust
and steam were rising from the jag-
ged fissure at his feet. With the light
from the staircase lamps crossing in
the mist behind him, he looked god-
like and heroic. He pressed the great
stone upward toward the heavens
and filled his lungs. Then, with a
roar, he heaved the marble forward.

It came crashing down, smashing
the doorstep into a heap of crushed
rock and mortar and carving a gash
into the terracotta trim beneath our
feet. But the marble slab itself re-
mained intact.

It came to rest on a slight incline,
a little forward from its original po-
sition, with the canted plane of its
worn surface now forming a smooth
joint with the interior threshold.

Old Clare stepped up to inspect
the work. He tapped the tilted land-
ing with his cane. “Ten degrees,” he
remarked. “Not bad.”

“Nothing to be sneered at,” said
Klee, dusting off his palms. “In
spring. we can build a ramp right
down to the sidewalk. One step at
a time.”

Melantha glided forward.

I tried the double doors. They
still closed and opened neatly.

When I turned back I saw Mel-
antha kneeling on the top step. in
the ice, by the narrow crack, remov-
ing bits of rubble and cement from
where the front edge of the landing
used to lie.

She was brushing off a round
black stone that had formed part
of the footing. In the middle of the
stone was a smooth declivity, an ob-
sidian pock.

Klee picked up the brass tripod

again and set it down across the gap,
with two feet on the top step, and
one, straddling the fissure, in the
hollow of the smooth black stone.

“We can use this,” he remarked.

“Gently,” Melantha warned him.
“Anyone who damages the om-
phalos will regret it to the end of
days.”

There was silence. I glanced at
Clare. who shrugged and puffed his
pipe.

“Well. I have some shopping to
do,” I said.

“Best get to it then,” said Clare.

Eddie shuffied out the door, edg-
ing sideways to avoid Melantha,
who glared at him. She rose and
drew her shawl around her shoul-
ders. Melantha seemed to tower
over Eddie, who blanched and cow-
ered against the wall. She stalked
back into the library. The doors
swung closed behind her.

Eddie had his hands behind his
back as he made his way past us,
stepping carefully over the unfamil-
iar marble plane.

“G'night Clare,” he said. He
nodded at me. “Otis.”

As he turned to go I noticed he
was holding a hank of wool behind
his back. Instead of heading down
the stairs toward town, he sidled
past Klee, turned, and headed off
around the back of the building.

“Where’s he think he’s going?”

“Round the mountain.” said
Clare.

“He’s back to his wool-gather-
ing.”

“I suspect he’s goin’ courtin’.”

“Eddie? Courting? Not likely.
Who lives up that way?”

“No one but Penelope.”

“Uh-oh.” I said.

We watched Eddie limp up the
snow crusted hill in the moonlight.

“Fuck ‘em,” said Klee. “Who’s
ready for a beer?”

“I"ve got work in the morning.”

“Then it’s me and you old man.”
Klee clapped his paw on Clare’s
shoulder.

I bent to take another look at the
smooth black stone. One foot of
the tripod rested snugly in the little
hollow at its center. It looked like it
had been fashioned long ago by the
thumb of some vulcanian smith for
just such a purpose.

“Clare?”
“Hmm?”
“What’s it mean, ompha-
los? That word she wused..”

“Omphalos? Hmmm.” He puffed
his pipe. “Means: ‘Navel of the
Universe’. Near enough.”

“That’s deep.”

“Mmm.”

“You’ll tell me about it someday,
won’t you?”

“Sure thing. man.”

Clare looped his cane around his
wrist and knocked his pipe out on
the flat of his hand and cast a glow-
ing trail of sparks across the en-
trance to the library.

Continued next week.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Basketball, Keys, Lug Nuts Go Missing; Snow

Makes It Difficult for Cars, Trucks, Pedestrians,
Neighbors; Even Trains Having A Hard Time

Monday, 2/9

9:12 am. Motorist re-
ports that a tractor trailer
unit is stuck and blocking
both lanes in the vicinity
of Paper Logic on Canal
Street. DPW en route
with sand.

4:03 p.m. Caller from Fif-
teenth Street complains
that a neighbor who plows
for several people in the
neighborhood has been
pushing snow into the
road and making it diffi-
cult for cars to pass. Re-
sponding officer checked
area; street had not been
plowed yet by DPW, but
officer did not find issues
with cars being able to
traverse road.

Tuesday, 2/10

12:15 a.m. Request to as-
sist Greenfield PD in lo-
cating a suspect wanted
on multiple charges, in-
cluding threat to commit
murder and arson. MPD
checked possible location
on Fourth Street; nega-
tive contact.

7:31 am. Assisted DPW
with towing for snow
removal in Third Street
lot.

8:49 am. Caller from
Chestnut Street reports
an ongoing issue with a
neighbor who regularly
idles his truck loudly
(caller likened it to “20
diesels”) for as much as 30
minutes at a time around
7 am. and late at night.
Truck was gone when of-
ficer arrived on scene.
9:05 am. Assisted DPW
with towing for snow re-
moval in Fourth Street
lot.

9:32 am. Report of mo-
torist stuck in snow bank
at Main Street and School
Street. Vehicle freed itself
prior to officer’s arrival.
12:40 p.m. Officer flagged
the
bridge by motorist re-

down near canal
porting that there is a
traffic cone in the road
that

swerving around the cone

and vehicles are
and nearly colliding with
oncoming traffic. Green-
field PD advised.

12:49 pm. Complaint
unshoveled
Street;

walk has reportedly not

regarding
sidewalk on 1

been cleared for the past
3 storms, and the snow
is approximately 2 feet
high. Officer advises that
there is a for sale sign at
the residence. Message
left with realtor.

2:92 p.m. Caller from K
Street reports that wve-
hicles are parked on the
street such that she can-
not get in or out of her
driveway. Caller later re-
ported that some of the
vehicles had moved; can-
celled en route.

3:25 p.m. Caller from Our
Lady of Peace Church ad-

vises that there is a little
orange gun at this loca-
tion; caller believes it to
be a toy, but is not sure.
Officer advised.

4:52 p.m. Burglar alarm
triggered by something
to do with the snow on
Swamp Road.
‘Wednesday, 2/11

9:19 a.m. Caller from Rod
Shop Road who works
nights reports seeing
tracks in the snow on his
driveway the past few
nights. Advised of op-
tions; officers will con-
duct extra patrols.

11:37 am. Report of un-
shoveled sidewalk covered
by about % feet of snow
on Millers Falls Road.
Caller advises that house
is for sale; she has con-
tacted the realty compa-
ny several times and been
assured that they would
take care of the problem,
but they have yet to do so.
Caller’s children are be-
ing forced to walk in the
road to get to the school
bus. Officer left message
for keyholder and advised
them of the complaint.

was arrested on two

default warrants and also
charged with operating a
motor vehicle with a sus-
pended license.

6:22 p.m. Caller
Walnut Street
telephone threats/harass-

from
reports

ment, including referenc-
es to her young daughter.
Referred to an officer.
7:500 pm. Officer ap-
proached at TFHS by a
parent reporting that her
son’s basketball was sto-
len. Officer advises that
the basketball was not
stolen, but was bounced
into a restroom, and the
party did not want to go
in and get it. When the
restroom was eventu-
ally checked, the ball was
gone. Report taken.

8:09
threatening/harassment

pm. Report of

via text message on Cen-
tral Street. Advised of
options.

Thursday, 2/12

9:06 a.m. Party into sta-
tion to report that some
lug nuts were removed
from his vehicle on Third
Street while others were
loosened. Advised of op-
tions.

12:927 p.m. Caller request-
ing assistance for 88 year
old man stuck on a roof
on Davis Street. While
units were en route, man
was able to safely get
down from the roof; how-
ever, the couple then be-
gan arguing. Units clear.

2:25 pm. On behalf of
client, caller reports lar-
ceny (medication and
money) at Powertown
Apartments on Avenue A

last night. Report taken.

3:03 p.m. Report of dan-
gerous/unsanitary con-
ditions in a Third Street
apartment where a young
child lives. Officer spoke
with mother, who re-
fused him entry, and with
landlord, who

that the tenants are good

reports

tenants. Previous safety
calls involving the minor
in this household identi-
fied. Officer will be filing
an abuse/neglect report
with DCF.

6:48 p.m. Report re-
garding ongoing park-
ing dispute at Eighth
and L Streets. Uncertain
whether land in question
belongs to the town or to
the church. Call will be
referred to an officer and
to the DPW, who might
be able to bring in Father
Stan and figure out the
parking space issue once
and for all.

Friday, 2/13

9:32 am. Officer came
upon a crew from
Asplundh who had shut
down an area of Taylor
Hill Road. Advised crew
that they were not al-
lowed to arbitrarily shut
the road down and would
have to move to another
location.

1:56 p.m. Call from trac-
tor trailer unit operator
at Lale Pleasant Railroad
crossing; caller states that
the crossing arms are in
the down position though
no train is in sight. Driver
unable to back up but does
not want to go through
crossing. Officer checked
area; no problems noted.
2:52 p.m. Party into sta-
tion requesting assistance
getting back to Food City,
where he thinks he lost
his keys. Courtesy trans-
port provided.

6:23 p.m. Complaint re-
garding unwanted person
on Millers Falls Road.
Advised to call back if
party returns.

Saturday, 2/14

10:48 am. Owner of
Federal Street business
advises that when she ar-
rived this morning, a blue
van was parked outside
the door running. When
the caller opened the door
to her business, she con-
fronted a female party
that had her hands full of
merchandise. Upon ques-
tioning, female “rambled

a1

on” mnot making much
sense, but eventually gave
the caller her name and
left the property. Officer
spoke to party and ad-
vised her that she is no
longer allowed to go to
this business.

12:20 p.m. Railroad dis-
called to advise

that the signal arms are

patch

down at the Lake Pleas-
ant railroad crossing but

should not be; a train
came through, and now
the crossing won’t shut
down. Tech is on the way.
12:56 pam. Caller ob-
served two old individu-
als running in the road-
way toward the police
department; he believes
that their vehicle is stuck
in a snow bank near the
cemetery. Officer assisted
parties in getting the ve-
hicle unstuck.

5:03 p.m. Multiple reports
of physical altercation be-
tween neighbors on Fifth
Street. One party injured
and transported to the
hospital. Parties separat-
ed; peace restored.

7:62 p.m. Caller advises
that a vehicle almost hit
herin front of the Cutlery
Block on Third Street.
She “followed them home
to tell them to be care-
ful,”
other wehicle reportedly

at which point the

hit her car and its passen-
gers started screaming,
velling, and threatening
her. Officers report that
no accident occurred and
that incident occurred in

Greenfield. Parties ad-
vised of options.

Sunday, 2/15

1:50 am. Caller from

East Main Street reports
smell of smoke from first
floor; fire alarms sound-
ing in building. Advised
to evacuate. TFFD on
scene; forced entry to Apt.
1, where burnt food on
the stove was causing the
smoke. Three males in-
side apartment would not
answer the door. Alcohol
was involved. Building
turned over to landlord;
system reset.

7:48 a.m. Caller from Park
Street asking what to do
with all the snow; she is
trying to avoid a conflict
with her neighbor next
door. Referred to an of-
ficer.

1:54% p.m. Additional re-
port regarding parking
dispute at Eighth and L
Streets. Advised of op-
tions.

9:11 pm. Intoxicated fe-
male party taken
protective custody
Seventh Street.

9:21 p.m. Caller advises

into
on

that a train is sitting still
and blocking traffic at the
Lalke Pleasant
crossing. Caller waited

railroad

ten minutes, then turned
around and used an al-
ternate route. Spoke with
Joe from Pan Am, who
advised that the train
had stalled and would be
pushed out of the way
shortly.

9:50 p.m. Report of as-
sault on Seventh Street.
Courtesy transport pro-
vided to one party. Inves-
tigated.
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GARDENER from page B1

unknown.

For some time these outgrowths
were thought to serve as oxygen-
ators for the trees, but this is un-
proven. The knee wood is prized
by wood carvers, but trees whose
knees have been harvested con-
tinue to thrive without them. Most
recent scientific thought is that the
knees help to stabilize these enor-
mous trees in their muddy habitat.
Whatever their purpose. these knees
of the cypress give them a fantastic
and surreal look.

We are enjoying the southern
cuisine: fresh fish, barbequed ribs
and gumbo while avoiding the
amazing facility for everything
fried. Fried foods include the usual
as well as almost everything: green
beans, okra. pickles, grits, any kind
of meat or fish.

Also unpalatable is Florida wa-
ter. We have been unable to identify
the flavors, but whatever the addi-
tive, we avoid it like the plague. as
well as any beverages made with it.
Good spring water is always avail-
able and is not expensive. It’s hard
to start the day without that fresh,
beany cup of coffee.

Our neighbors to the left are two
brothers we have affectionately
dubbed the Louds. They are ruddy-
faced men who have been fishing
here since they were in their teens.
We deduce that all of those years of
motor boating have reduced their
hearing considerably. Everything
they do is loud: conversation, heavy
tread, and most disarming, the tele-
vision.

Several years ago when we settled
in for our first night in Merida we
soon learned that a bar in the area of
the hotel played loud Mexican mu-
sic until the wee hours every night.
We despaired of good rest, but soon
the music became part of the fabric
of our time in the Yucatan: so too,
with the Loud brothers” TV.

One recent evening the genial
Louds shared some of their catch
of the day, small-mouthed Bass. We
breaded the filets in a light coating
of flour and cornmeal, sautéed them
in oil, and topped them with lemon
juice. That fish was the freshest
we’d ever had, sweet and meaty.

We developed a slow leak in one
of the tires a few days ago. Adam,
the able multi-tasking manager of
the marina, sent us to Bucky’s in
Crescent City. Bucky, a busy fel-

IR RN
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low of many tires and few words
had that tire off in a jiffy, removed
a small screw, plugged the leak, and
had us back on the road in no time.
The charge: nine hundred pennies.

We are finding Florida driving
much like driving in Maine, where
great distances seem to require a
“pedal to the metal” approach. A
road the size of Routes 5 and 10
back home has speed limits of 55
to 60 here, and the county roads are
not much slower. The speed limit
signs are few and far between, lend-
ing an aura of the notion that you
can simply choose your own.

A Few Last Things

On Thursday, February 12 we
drove about forty-five miles to Fla-
gler Beach for the day. The air was
bright but cool with what sailors
might call a freshening breeze but
which we called downright chilly.
Once layered up with sweatshirts
and hats it was heartwarming to
watch the high tide surf and the Flo-
ridian sea birds wheeling.

We enjoyed making our barefoot
way along the sand, collecting shells
and dipping into the edge of the
approaching tide. There is such a
primal pull towards the ocean pres-
ence, both exciting and familiar.

Today, Friday. we drove the short
distance to Seville, where we had
seen a weathered sign reading Fruit
for Sale. We pulled into the drive-
way and rang the bell.

An elderly woman togged out in
a winter hat and red patent leath-
er shoes greeted us. She and her
daughter walked us out to the grove
and helped us pick the sweetest fruit
ever tasted. The older lady told us
she was ninety-two, and that she
had lived in Florida since the 1950s.
She was very gracious and helped
us fill a five-gallon bucket in no
time. I told her we’d see her again
next year.

“The good Lord willing,” she
said.

“Oh, you’ll be here,” I replied.

She asked me if she could have
a hug and T was glad to give one.
It was yet another sweet Florida ad-
venture.

Tomorrow we head north. hop-
ing only for decent driving. It will
be a sea change to get back to the
cold and the snow, but we are ready
to be home. A few more weeks and

it will be time to start the Wa
| i

tomatoes!
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Here’s the way it was on Febru-
ary 17, 2005: News from the Mon-
tague Reporter s archive.

Women’s Club
Helps Sally Wilder

The Wendell Women’s Club held
a wonderfully successful pancake
breakfast on February 12 at the
Wendell Town Hall. to raise mon-
ey for resident Sally Wilder, who
recently lost her Davis Turn Road
home to a fire on January 19.

Sally, her granddaughter and her
two children escaped without injury
on a frigid cold night with literally
the clothes on their back. Unfortu-
nately her home and possessions
were a complete loss.

Local and surrounding towns-
people have rallied in support of
Sally’s situation and raised $1,000
to help her get back on her feet.

Central-Prospect
Neighborhood Meeting

Seventeen neighborhood people
met at the Central Street School in
Turners Falls on Febrary 11 to dis-
cuss the Prospect Street bridge, and
traffic and pedestrian patterns in the

neighborhood.

The neighbors agreed to send as
many people as possible to attend
the design review meeting on Feb-
mary 15 to see MassHighway’s pro-
posal for the bridge replacement, to
make sure comnumity concerns are
addressed.

The neighbors agreed to ask of-
ficials to install signs restricting
the more dangerous turns at the
Central-Unity Street intersection.
While the barriers are open and the
bridge is still closed, the neighbor-
hood group will monitor how the
changed traffic patterns affect the
neighborhood before recommend-
ing long-term solutions.

“Greening” Committee Proposed

Since 1999 the Kostanski Fu-
neral Home has made a donation
towards the planting of trees in
the town of Montague, in memory
of each person who passes on and
whose family utilizes their servic-
es. The donations, which now total
over $5,000, were made through
the Massachusetts Releaf program,
part of the State Department of
Conservation and Recreation.

But, during the last four years

ILOOKING BACIKs 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

that the funds were donated, not a
tree has been planted, said Karen
Larrabee. who owns Kostanski Fu-
neral Home parlors in Turners Falls
and Greenfield with her brothers
Mike and Bill Kostanski.

Larrabee voiced her concerns in
a February 1 letter to the Montague
selectboard, stating that she has
contacted families notifying them
that contributions have been made
in their loved ones” names toward
the tree program, and she wants to
see the funds utilized in the manner
in which they were intended.

Larrabee suggested in her letter
that a committee be formed similar
to that of neighboring Greenfield
called the “Greening of Greenfield
Committee,” which works with the
town to plant trees.

Selectboard member Pat Allen
said “Iknow people have talked
about this in the past, and I know
that our money for planting trees is
very minimal. I think it would be
great people came forward to get
involved on the committee.”

Local residents may wish to help
organize the committee, figure out
what the best areas are for planting
trees, or suggest places that should
be considered.

FLAGS from page B1

The North American Vexillogical Association has
five recommendations for flag design. They are:

1. Keep it simple.

2. Use meaningful symbolism.

3. Use two or three basic colors.

4. Avoid letters or seals.

5. Be distinctive or be related.

This last suggestion means that one should avoid
duplication, but use similarities to show connections
between different groups (for example, the Union Jack’s
placement in the Point of Honor of the Australian flag).

After a survey of many of the municipal flags in
our area, I found only one that didn’t break these
rules: Northampton’s, which includes a birds-eye
representation of the blue Connecticut River (with
distinctive oxbow) and a fluttering golden feather on a
deep green background.

All of the others broke one or more of the rules, many
by including the town seal as the central symbol on the
flag. A town seal, while inspiringly official on paper,
becomes lost on a flag as the detail and wording is often
too mimute to be understood.

Erving’s flag is Cub Scout blue and gold but contains
only small words, no graphic symbolism at all.

Gill’s, while also being wordy. is a pleasing tan with a
merit badge-like representation of the Connecticut River
and Great Island.

Leverett’s incorporates a similar tan and green color
scheme, and includes a log cabin. It does, however, say
“Leverett” twice.

Chesterfield manages to break rules of flag design
in new, felonious ways. The background seems to be

Gold on blue: Erving’s flag.

Ten words and a great, tiny island: Gill’s flag.

the town seal, which looks like it includes “Equality”
as a motto, However, hopes for “equality” are dashed
into unreadable obscurity by the words “Town of
Chesterfield” that are superimposed in 2001-era Word
Art boldness right over everything. A pine tree covers
the date of incorporation of the town so that it appears to
read 1 [pine tree] 2.”

Should Montague have a town flag? While Susan
Greendyke Lachevre asserts that “new flag[s] have
added greatly to community spirit.” I do not believe that
community spirit is itself an end-goal. Community spirit
is really a reflection of activities and interdependencies
of significance going on within the community.

That being said, I think that flags are neat, and that
the people of Montague could produce a flag of superior
design. While I couldn’t care less about a representation
of Montague on Beacon Hill. there are many locations in
our town that a flag would lend drama to.

The Turners Falls-Gill Bridge would be a great spot,
or that unusual and unused radio tower between Third
and Fourth Streets. Any dock on a lake.

For those still looking for a winter sewing project,
look to one’s inner Betsy Ross for inspiration for a flag

for Montague. Submissions accepted at the
Reporter office. ﬁ
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all
levels welcome to play tradition-
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m.

EVERY MONDAY

Montague Center Library: Eve-
ning Story Time. Young children
and their families are invited to
wind down at the end of the day
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto-
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a
hands-on craft project. We wel-
come new families, 10 a.m.

Leverett Library Spanish Con-
versation Group. Brush up on or
improve your Spanish in a ca-
sual and friendly environment, 4
to5 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Pok-
er tournament, with cash prizes.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls-
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children with Ruth, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Millers Falls Library: Music and
Movement with Tom Carroll &
Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free.

THE LADY

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

440 Greendie }:I le \|:||I| mie MA
]_Ln s/ Bam - 11
(413)367-9

mtl =usl)

JACS(_ COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

EXHIBITS:

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: An exhibit of his-
toric photographs of Vvillages,

Bob McINeil, spoken word artist perforans as part of Mautsic ¢ Diversity
Celebration ar Great Falls Harvest, Turners Fafls on Wednesday, 2/ 25.

hamlets and hollows, reproduced
from the collection of the Swift
River Valley Historical Society on
display in the Great Hall. On dis-
play through March 28.

Nina’'s Nook, Turners Falls: The
Fourth Annual Erotic Art Show.
Art of more than two dozen local
and regional artists working in
a wide array of materials along
the erotic spectrum from *mild*
to WILD. Through March 14.
Smith College Museum of Art,
Northampton: Mary Bauermeis-
ter: The New York Decade This
exhibition is the first to concen-
trate on the work of German
artist Mary Bauermeister (b.
1934) during the decade she
lived and worked in the United
States from 1962 to 1972. Fea-
turing her signature optical lens
boxes, assemblages, stone re-
liefs, drawings, and other works.
Free admission 2nd Friday of
each month, 4 to 8 p.m. On view
through May 24.

Smith College, Northampton:
Book Arts Gallery, Neilson Li-
brary: Paper or Plastic? A col-
lection of 176 paper and plas-
tic bags from bookstores and
museum gift shops from the
U.S. and around the world. An
eclectic selection of these bags,
saved by Elizabeth A. Swaim
and presented to the MRBR in
2000, are on view through 2/28.

EVENTS:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Uncle
Hal’s Crabgrass Band, 6 p.m.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls:
Matilda. A bright girl learmns self-
reliance and developes unusual
powers in Roald Dahl's popular
twisted tale of childhood. 1996.
PG. $, 7:30 p.m. with music be-
fore the movie at 7 p.m.

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield:
Third Friday Comedy Night with
Andrew Mayer, Ryan Shanahan,
Dave Yubruh and host Jennifer
Myszkowski, $, 8 p.m.

Brick House, Turners Falls:
Itasca, Tropical Rock, and Willie

‘h' £ ﬁ'lx W iy
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Lane. All ages, substance free, 8
p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levan-
gie & The Pistoleros, outlaw
country, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Montague Common Hall, Mon-
tague Center: Gender Role Free
Contra Dance all level dance, $,
7 p.m.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne Falls:
Matilda. $, 7:30 p.m. with music
before the movie at 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rockit Queer with DJ Just Joan,
$,9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Twin Peaks Season One, 1 to 4
p.m. then the Oscars on the big
screen.

Leverett Crafts and Arts, Lever-
ett: Danse Café, French & Breton
Dance, dancing, instruction, live
music, French Café ambience. $,
3p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Anniver-
sary film showing of “Lovejoy’s
Nuclear War” to benefit No Pipe-
line mvt. Forty-one years after
Samuel Lovejoy toppled the
symbol of a twin nuclear plant
planned for the Montague Plains,
the award-winning 1975 film on
the action, trial and issues will
be shown to benefit the current
pipeline fight. Discussion will

follow. $, all proceeds go to No
Fracked Gas in Mass. (www.no-
frackedgasinmass.org), 3 p.m.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No-
ra’s Stellar Open Mic Cabaret, 8
p.m. with 7:30 p.m. sign ups.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting &
Crafts night. All welcome, any
craft, skill level.

Great Falls Harvest, Turners
Falls: Music and Diversity Cel-
ebration of Black History Month.
Bob McNeil, a spoken word artist
from New York City,
accompanied by a
percussionist, Mr.
McNeil will share
poems and songs
that celebrate prom-
inent African-Ameri-
cans. The Forfia
and David Duo at
7 :30 p.m. Pianist
Ken Forfia and cel-
list Vernon C. David
will play jazz stan-
dards ranging from
Duke Ellington and
Thelonious  Monk
to Wayne Shorter.
Many lesser known
tunes will be includ-
ed. $, 6 pm. to 10
p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB-
RUARY 26

Greenfield Commu-

nity College, Down-
town Campus: By Hand, Ham-
mer and Machine: Metalworking
through the Ages. The Senior
Symposia Program presented
by Ashfield Silversmith Stephen
Smithers. Smithers will discuss
this important regional history
and the origins and characteris-
tics of various metals used. He
will also show tools and demon-
strate techniques employed by
metalworkers across centuries,
illustrating the range of metal ob-
jects that have become a major
part of our lives. This presenta-
tion will include video segments
and photographic images, as
well as samples of Smithers’ own
work. $, 2 to 4 p.m. To register:
(413) 775-1661

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Jazz/Blues, 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27

Deja Brew, Wendell: Damon
Reeves Band, Roots/Rock/
Blues, 9 p.m.

Blue Pearl

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
BackltUp presents Feelin’It, 9:30
p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Green Fields Market, Greenfield:
Seed Swap! Bring your saved
seeds or surplus seeds, trade or
just try some new ones. Upstairs
meeting room. This annual free
event is part of the Week of Win-

ter Fare. 1to 4 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range
Cats, Jazz & Groove Music, 9
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Street Change, Lexi Weege, in-
die/folk/pop, 9:30 p.m.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIDRES

Friday & Saturday
February 20th & 21st, 7:30 p.m.
MATILDA

Music at 7 p.m.
Frniday & Saturday:
Jim Eagan, Folk & Blues

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

?%L&”a Xy !
The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER
24 37 Sireet, Turners Falls

Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat. 2:30-6:00

Movement Studio
Community Education
Green Jobs Training
For information:

www brickhousecommunity.org
4138639576
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Friday, 2/20 O p.m.
Josh Levangie & The Pistoleros
Saturday, 2/21 0 p.m.
Exie
Sunday, 2/22 8 p.m.
r
Thursday, 2/26 8 p.m.

Blue Pearl., Jazz & B].UBS

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
wiww. DejaBrewPub.com

A
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" MON 8pm
IJpen Mlc .1 '
THURS.2/19 7:30 FREE

Half Shaved Jazz

FRL. 2/20 6pm FREE '
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band

SAT 2/21 9:30 $3
- Rockit Queer w. DJ Just Joan p

SUN. 2/22 Big Screen Events
2pm Twin Peaks Sundays
Bpmon- The Oscars

|
b [Karaoke back next week)

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

FOUR WINDSSCHOOL

The strengths of the one-room school
meet the challenges of the 21st Century.

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity,
challenging every student every day,

N
{E_’gp!—_—-;'

Serving the Area for over 25 years

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Stree!

Locksmith - CRL

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified » Bonded» Insuref

THE HARP
¢

ZRosaf 95

(GREAT SEAFOOD &
Goop TIMES
Irish Seisun Music
Thursday 4 to 7
Friday 9 to 1

+ Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

helping students develop the determination and the
basic skills they need to follow their own inspiration

Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-24T1
Fax 863-8022

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst

413 863-8055 www.fourwinds school.info (413) 548-6900

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner

T IRECISION

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

+"/\REPAIRS.

MA Reg. #RS2190
39 Center Road

www.tntprodj.net
413-522-6035

Ph. (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

413-863-3143 o 888-763-3443
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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SAUCE from page B1

Yet another, in the professional
world: is it profitable? Twenty per-
cent art, twenty percent accounting,
sixty percent science.

With this formula in mind, one
can see the restrictions on the cre-
ative, the inventive aspect of culi-
nary arts.

Without limitation, without rules
and restrictions, any bucket of pu-
reed ingredients would be praise-
wotthy. The more restrictions and
scientific laws governing any artis-
tic endeavor leads to all the more
brilliant discoveries.

Part of the artistic process —
which you now see is a very small
part of the meal — is the inspiration.
As I walk the aisles of the grocery
store, I remember a TV show filmed
in a horseradish factory. at the end
of which was a two-second screen
shot of cranberry horseradish sauce.
I want to try it.

I buy a can of cranberry sauce
and a jar of horseradish. Now I
have two ingredients to build a four
course menu from.

I spend a long time in the pro-
duce aisle. There are plums, pears,
fingerling potatoes and small but
ripe hot house tomatoes. I love
brussels sprouts, and will use them
whenever I have the chance.

It all goes in the cart, but T still
have no idea what I'm going to
make. Then, as I stroll along I see
some brown rice. I taste it with my
eyes, and I look back in my cart

and have a stuffed tomato adorned
with a clam and chiffonade of basil
and drizzled balsamic glaze, and it
tastes good.

The brussels sprouts have al-
ready prepared themselves, with
red onions sauteed in butter, bacon
and red wine vinegar. The finger-
lings suddenly became braised with
chicken stock and scallions, and the
pears and plums turned into a short-
cake topping.

The only thing not to move and
turn itself into something was the
cranberry and horseradish. Soon
enough. I buy some red meat, and
head home.

As I begin to prepare this meal
for my wife, my guinea pig wife,
she laments that I never cook for
her, unless it is for some trial, never
romantic. I insist that she get a large
group of friends together to come
to this special event which I am re-
searching. (Here you see that ratio
of twenty percent accounting is al-
ways on the mind of a chef))

Finally, as the bulk of the cooking
is coming to a conclusion, I concoct
my cranberry and horseradish sauce
—and it’s disgusting. It is downright
putrid, singes my nose hairs and of-
fends my tongue.

Luckily, there is one remaining
clementine on the counter. I zest it,
then squeeze it in, add some sugar,
honey, and it now tastes edible.
Sweet, bitter, and unlike anything
I’ve had before, except it has a dis-
tinct similarity to cocktail sauce.

I think, sweet cocktail sauce,
sweet shrimp. That’s when it hit me
— coconut shrimp with cranberry
cocktail sauce. A few minutes later,
I figured it would taste better and be
more marketable with some blood
orange.

I am not the creator, or inventor
of this thing. To invent something in
the food world is near impossible.
People have been eating forever.
What food exists today, in some
form or another, was there when di-
nosaurs were there.

When all of the scientific and
artistic parts combine, and it tastes
good, and it was inspired, and
someone is willing to buy it, then
you have something special.

Then you serve it, and you tuck
it away. perhaps in a recipe index
or cookbook or perhaps. in the case
of most chefs, somewhere in your
mind.

You draw on this reservoir from
time to time and you change it, or as
you are exposed to new ingredients
you expand upon it, but it will never
be as good. at least on your palate,
as the first time inspiration struck
you.

Eric Damkoehler is the Sous
Chef of the Delaney House in Holy-
oke. He lives in Turners Falls with
his wife and three sons. He has been
working in commercial kitchens
since 1999 and attended the New

D

England Culinary Insti-
tute in Montpelier, VT.

Turners’ Haleigh Bassett fills the hoap for 2 points against the Pioneer Panthers
in INorthfield Monday night. The teans went 6 and 14 for the season.

GREXT FALLS HARNMEST

fresh » local « creative

THREE-COURSE
THURSDAYS * $25

SUNDPAY BRUNCH
10:30 an. TO 2 ».Mv.

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm
Sunday10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm

863-0023

50 Third Street
Downtvwn Turners Falls

—”_; vl"lj

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

151 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376 “

413.863.5447

www.about-facecomputers.com

Don’t seitle for less
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious designation.
The CRS is my badige of expertise and your shield of
assurance. Put your frust in the best to get the job dore.
Whether buying, selling or referring, slways choose

GERI JOHNSON, CRS 30 yoane 0f evpeniene.

(ri oknsan £ A

(4158639736 » WHW.GJARCOM

Abodt-Face

Computer Solutions

CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES

J736 « GerijohnsontRealtor.com

66 French King Hwy., Gill

MUSIC

O
MOVIES
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WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS:
MON. - SAT: 7 AM. TO 5 PM.
CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL APRIL

FARMRI

SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN

.yl TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND
7) | CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES .
READY TO HEAT & EAT! '

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806

7B 3R0 STREET
TURNERS FALLS
[4131863-2866

YOU ASKED FORIT, YOU GOT IT:

THE RENDEZVOUS IS OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM. - 1 AM.
FOREVENTS CHECK OUT WWW.RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM

I BRATTLEBORO

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Member

413-863-3690

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls  Tile

(_)))) The Fiooring Networt.

Phone & Fax

CEREC :

Salesﬁrkasﬁg Com.'mu

@ FORD 1117 Fuvey ki braticors, V705501

. CEiL (413) 522-0906
Fax (802) 257-4363
DESK (802) 346-31&2

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D.

Cosmetic Dentistry

7 Burnham Streat

Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone (413) 774-6553
TumersFalls Dental.com

Office Hours By Appointment

SINGLE-VISIT DENTISTRY

- —
CONSTRUCTION

Y ..x.-—

K
Rl

SCSC “R.r_Jck solid service with level advice”

» ™~

-' ﬁfp‘iete Masonry Supply By

pr{ermg a complete linc of pavers, -
Il!itque, retaining wall block and more.

298-Avenue A., Turners Falls

-

..ldeiil
413. 863 432

or 802-579-1800"
www shanchansupply.com

d at pur new location
529 Ei.‘Jan St, Brattleboro

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague
Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 500 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

WORKER COMMITTED
OWEB‘*MBHWHIH

vision | intearity | expertise

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
311 Wells Street, Suite B (pv )2""

Greenfield, MA 61301
B il "ae

413.772.8788
Wwww.pvsguared.coop 7 P s .?u piices

A Elec G 413754 anc A HHC 14077

Contact us for a free solar assessment!

IN GCOOD COMPANY

A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE

Oifering skilled and intentional
companionship to elders and
others in the final years of life.

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com

www.ingoodcompanynow.com HSili_l l_.?il_lgtl
ospice trained £
413-834-7569 CPR certfied £






