
LAST DANCE 
OF SUMMER 

PageA8 

SAME TOWN, 
NEW CENTURY 

Page Bl 

&11 lhli• 
0'01 bu· 
i.m,ia,-J 
cr••tt. 

THE GOOD OLD 
BUCKET BRIGADE 

Page B2 

LAKE PLEASANT MILLERS FALLS MONTAGUE CENTER MONTAGUE CITY TURNERS FALLS 

YEAR 12 - NO. 41 also srruing Ifruing, <!iill, Itrtutrrtt anh Wtnbtll $1 
EDITOR@:\IONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES AUGUST 28, 2014 

Skate While We Wait: ERVING SELECTBOARD 

River Station Seeks to Open 
New, Temporary Skatepark 

In Memoriam: Tim Lindop 
By CINDY TARAIL 

MONTAGUE - Montague 
Community Cable mourns the 
passing of our colleague Tim 
Lindop, who died suddenly on 
Saturday, August 23. 

Former Erving 
Firefighters 
Ask To Rejoin 
Department By JEFF SINGLETON 

TURNERS FALLS - At its Au­
gust 25 meeting the Montague se­
lectboard gave a tentative go-ahead 
for a temporaiy skatepark on its for­
mer site adjacent to Unity Paik 

space on an interim basis. Tim de­
Christopher, the building's previous 
owner, had allowed the property to 
be used for a skatepark for many 
years. While not by any means ide­
al, it is nonetheless a viable space 
for skateboai·ders to work on their 
a1t. 

The board and staff recog­
nize Lindop for the energy and 
creativity he put into his work 
at MCTV. Lindop was a found­
ing member of the 01-iginal 
MCTV and served as its first 
executive director. He subse­
quently served as MCTV's first 
technical director. 

By KATIE NOLAN 

Fonner Erving fire depa11ment 
members Mai·k Kosloski, Raymond 
Mailloux, Almon "Bud" Meattey, 
Herman "Butch" Meattey, William 
Pease, and Kelly Potts submitted 
applications to re-join the depart­
ment at the August 25 selectboard 
meeting. Bud Meattey's appoint­
ment as fire chief was te1minated 
by the boai·d in September 2013 and 
the other firefighters resigned from 
the depaitment soon after Meattey's 
appointment ended. 

The boai·d was acting on a re­
quest by Richard Becker, who is de­
veloping the fo1mer Chick's Garage 
on the comer of Third Street and 
Unity Pai·k into a space for ruts and 
business called River Station. 

Behind the building is an area 
formerly used as a skate park which 
Becker wishes to resmTect as the 
temporary park, to be used before a 
pe1manent concrete park approved 
by a town meeting is completed. 

Becker was not in attendance at 
the meeting so his proposal was pre­
sented to the boai·d by Ba1zy Scott, 
who is selling skateboard equipment 
at his shop Playground Skateshop at 
River Station, and Brian Dolan, a 
spokesperson for the town's skate­
park committee. 

After many years away, he was 
glad to return to Montague when 
MCTV found itself in need of a 
technical director. Over the past 
year, Lindop worked hard to men­
tor community producers while 
faithfully recording many govern­
ment meetings and community 
events - and producing high-qual­
ity sh01t pieces about town depait­
ments and local organizations. 

He also worked recently as a video 
producer for Catholic Commmlica­
tions at the Diocese in Sp11ngfield. 

Over the course of llis 30-year 
career, Lindop was a camerainan 
for well-respected news organi­
zations and served in a va11ety of 
leadership and techilical roles at 
cable access television stations. 

According to Becker's request, 
many skateboarders have indicat­
ed interest in being able to use the 

The proposal stated that the tem­
pora1y park would be opened dur­
ing the posted hours of neighboring 
Unity Park, and padlocked at other 
times. 

see SKATE page A4 

As a professional cameraman, 
Lindop traveled the world shooting 
in Haiti, Ecuador and Pem, among 
many other places. His assign­
ments included fillning events for 
Fox News, Al Jazeera, ABC, CBS, 
PBS affiliates The Histo1y Chan­
nel, The Travel Channel, Aninmal 
Planet and many more. 

"We just want to help," said 
Pease. "I want to help the town be­
cause I can help with my qualifica­
tions," Bud Meattey said. 

Pease and others stated that, since 
the experienced firefighters had left 
the depa1tment, 911 response time 
from fire station #1 had increased. 
"There are calls that have not been 
answered on tllis side of town," 
Pease said. "Response times are 
outi·ageous," Bud Meattey said. 

MCCI board member Mike 
Langknecht remembered Lindop 
as a person "dedicated to public 
access." He also commented that 
Lindop was "uncompromising 
about getting it right: lighting, an­
gles, sound." He remembered him 
as a remarkable trainer who worked 
hard to educate many about the ins 
and outs of video production. 

Lindop is smvived by his two 
children, Angela and Julian Lin­
dop, and their mother, Sonja Lin­
dop. 

A funeral se1vice will be held 
on Saturday, August 30 at 10 a m. 
at Our Lady of Peace in Turners 
Falls. 

Refen-ing to fire station #1, Pease 
said, ''This is a dead station now," 
and he repo1ted at least one buck 
standing in the station with dead 
batte11es and cobwebs. 

The proposed lot was used as a skate park until late 2008, and is adjacent to land 
set aside for a concrete park, contingent on a matching grant from the state. 

Lindop brought his passion for 
sto1ytelling to Montague, encour­
aging citizens of all ages to learn 
to use the power of visual media. 

Additional reporting contributed 
by Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno. 

"We are not bashing anybody," 
Pease said, but he added that chief 

see ERVING page A6 

LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Board Seeks Path Forward 
With Fire Department 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

According to selectboai·d 
member Julie Shively and 
members of the fire depa1t­
ment present at a heai-ing on 
Tuesday, long time fire chief 
John Moruzzi has sent an 
email to Shively and to town 
administrator Mai·gie McGin­
nis with a conditional offer to 
rescind his resignation. 

The offer, however, is con­
tingent on the town agreeing 
to waive a demand to sign a 
"hold ha1mless letter" ab­
solving the town of liability 
in the event a firefighter over 
the age of 65 is injured in 
the line of duty, and to keep 
Momzzi and other senior 
firefighters on the depaitment 
past the nominal retirement 
age of 65. This would allow 
senior members to complete 
the training of younger mem­
bers of the department. 

Five cmTent members of 
the depa1tment were present 
at a hearing with the board 
on Tuesday, along with for­
mer training officer Stewa1t 
Olsen, who recently resigned 
in protest of the "hold ha1m­
less" waiver. 

The firefighters presented 
a letter to the selectboard de­
c1ying recent friction between 
the board and their depa1t­
ment, calling public criticism 

of Chief Momzzi 's adininis­
trative abilities "shocking" 
and damaging to morale. 

The letter states, "We are 
ve1y concerned about the po­
tential loss of the 100 com­
bined yeai·s of experience that 
our senior staff represents. 
Their absence could put the 
remaining, less experienced 
members in personal danger, 
as well as those residents we 
are hying to protect. 

The personnel 

hoard has 

determined the 

"hold harmless" 

letter senior officers 

were asked to sign 

a month ago would 

constitute age 

discrimination. 

"We understand all too 
well the dangers of firefight­
ing over the age of 65. How­
ever, these dangers ai·e faced 
by all members, regai·dless of 
age. We hope the town can 
see that the conh-ibutions of 
our senior leadership far out­
weigh any perceived 1-isks." 

The letter also takes a 
cdtical view of a suggestion 
at the August 12 selectboai·d 

meeting by Peter d'En-ico 
that the town should consider 
purchasing fire services from 
a neighbo11ng community, in 
combination with Leverett's 
call force and firefighting 
equipment, to respond to 
fire and medical calls in the 
town. 

The letter noted sun-ound­
ing communities suffer from 
personnel shortages on their 
fire depaitments which could 
be exacerbated if they were 
called on regularly to cover 
Leverett, and said outsourc­
ing the town's fire services 
could affect response times, 
fire prevention, and home­
owners' insurance rates. 

In response, board mem­
bers sought to clarify their 
role in the ongoing dispute 
about the future of the town's 
fire depa1tment at a time 
when the three senior officers 
- Momzzi, Olsen, and Cap­
tain Marty Moore - were all 
at or soon to reach the tradi­
tional public-sector retire­
ment age of 65. 

First off, the board said the 
"hold haimless" letter senior 
officers were asked to sign a 
month ago is now null and 
void, as the personnel board 
has determined it would con­
stitute age discrimination. 

The board offered praise 

see LEVERETT page AS 

Sidewalk Cracks on Turners Falls Gill 
Bridge Won't Break Your Mother's Back 

Claire Chang, alert citizen 
and sidewalk-shoveler from 
Riverside, Gill brought to 
the attention of the Repo1ter 
that the bridge sidewalk is al­
ready cracking on the Turn­
ers Falls end (see right). She 
worries that such early ap­
parent concrete failure is not 
a good sign. Joe took up the 
issue. 

By JOE PARZYCH 

According to state en­
gineers, the sidewalk con­
crete is of 5,000 psi b11dge 
Inix. The Memorial B11dge 
in Springfield, which lasted 
over 100 years, was built of 
2,000-lb concrete. 

The 5,000-lb concrete 
was frequently sainpled and 
tested dm-ing constmction, 
according to state engineers. 
According to those figures, 
this 5,000-lb concrete should 
last forever, if not longer. 

Lane Conshuction, sup­
pliers of the concrete, do 
not wish to comment on the 
cracking. 

According to state engi­
neers, the TF-Gill BI-idge was 
reconstmcted as designed. 
The conti·actor poured the 
sidewalks in staggered pours, 
spaced 25' apa1t to create 
"cold" joints. 

The contractor caine back, 
once the first sections had set, 
to pour the skipped spaces, 
with fiber expansion joints 

inse1ted between sections to 
forestall cracking. The con­
tractor poured the sidewalks 
in squares marked off by 
scored "cheaters" in an effort 
to limit any cracking to the 
scored lines. 

That didn't happen in 
tllis case. The first of three 
cracks appears just after one 
of the expansion joints, and 
between scored "cheater" 
lines. One crack appeared 
just about midway between 
cheater lines. 

The sidewalk cracking 
was not unexpected. The 
TF-Gill B11dge reconstruc­
tion architects and engineers 
anticipated concrete cracking 
because of ordinary bridge 
movement, according to a 
state engineer. 

In anticipation of just such 
cracking, the ai·chitect in­
cluded a "crack remedial pro­
cedure" in the plans, which 
calls for di·illing holes and 
injecting epoxy resins to seal 
the cracks. (Ain't nothin' that 
wire and glue won't fix.) 

The clattering expansion 

0 ~ 0 0 

joints are a result of failed 
nylon film, used as a bearing 
surface, that cmmpled. It is 
slated for replacement. That 
will involve jacking up the 
bridge, again, which hopeful­
ly won't result in any more 
cracks. 

The new bearing smface 
material will be of similai· 
plastic material as the failed 
material, but hopefully will 
be more durable. (Tupper­
wai·e, maybe - that seems to 
wear well.) 

A final finish coat of as­
phalt will smooth over and 
hide any irregulai·ities in the 
pavement. The reason the as­
phalt pavement came loose 
in places, is that the architect 
specified that a water-based 
emulsion tack coat be sprayed 
ahead of the oil-based asphalt 
paving. (Who'da thunk that 
water and oil wouldi1't Inix?) 

The painters are neai-Iy 
done touching up the under 
shuctures of the b11dge, in 
places, with shot blasting and 
painting. Once the scaffolding 

see BRIDGE page A6 
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Action Needed on 
Ebola Treatment 

We were relieved to learn that 
American missionaries Kent 
Brantly and Nancy Writebol, 
who had contracted the Ebola vi­
ms in Liberia, had been released 
last week from Emo1y University 
Hospital, apparently cured of this 
deadly disease. 

These lucky two received tile 
experimental dmg ZMapp, a lab­
created combination oftllree plant­
based antibodies that seems to do 
what no single antibody has been 
able to accomplish so far: neutral­
ize the Ebola vims. Prior to this 
treatment, the dmg had never been 
tested in human subjects. 

It's too early to tell whetller 
ZMapp was the proven reason 
for the cure. A Spanish priest and 
Liberian doctor Abraham Borbor 
died, but two oilier African doctors 
are responding favorably. Despite 
these fatalities, many scientists 
and medical researchers are highly 
encouraged tllat perhaps a medical 
solution is finally here. 

How soon the dmg will get to 
market, however, remains uncer­
tain. The tiny biotech fum that 
produced the dmg - Mapp Bio­
phaimaceuticals based in San Di­
ego - is not positioned to produce 
the quantities needed to combat tile 
deadly vims that has already killed 
nearly 1500 people in West Africa 
and infected far more. 

Indeed, this week Mapp Bio­
phaimaceuticals tersely announced 
on their website that "The avail­
able supply of ZMapp™ has been 
exhausted. We have complied with 
eve1y request for ZMapp™ that 
had the necessa1y legal/regulatory 
authorization .... Dmg has been 
provided at no cost in all cases." 

Three points in this statement 
are impo1tant: 1) tile supply is ex­
hausted; 2) tile company has given 
away the diug at no cost; 3) tile 
FDA has not yet approved the diug 
for use. 

In order to manufacture tile 
quantities needed, Mapp needs 
some real help. It's not unusual for 
Big Pha1ma to license a dmg from 
a small biotech company, then help 
fast-track it through the FDA ap­
proval process in order to be able 
to produce it in quantity. But so far, 
Big Pha1ma hasn't indicated any 
interest in ZMapp. 

There ai·e at least a couple of 
reasons for this. The first and sec­
ond reasons are profitability. By 
Big Pharma standards tile mar­
ket for tile diug simply isn't there 
since so far the number of cases 
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does not make the marketing cut­
off. Indeed, antibiotics ai·e not big 
money-makers because they ai·e 
used for relatively sho1t periods of 
time to fight specific infections. 

Big Pha1ma has not developed 
a new type of antibiotic for more 
than three decades, despite a grow­
ing need for new antibiotics. The 
return simply isn't there. 

And even if a phannaceuti­
cal giant should decide that while 
the market at the moment isn't 
tremendous, in the foture it might 
be, there is still a problem: tllose 
afflicted reside in West Africa. As 
a result, there is little chance that 
Big Pharma can charge an exorbi­
tant amount for the diug. 

Dmg manufacturing is a huge 
business. It costs 1nillions to re­
search and develop a dmg and 
millions more to get that diug to 
mai·ket. Despite tllese costs, it is an 
eno1mously profitable enterprise. 
According to The Economist mag­
azine, the top 11 dmg companies 
made 711 billion dollars in pure 
profit over the ten-year period be­
tween 2002 and 2012. 

One would tllink that given the 
ongoing health emergency, at least 
one of tllese multi-billion-dollar 
companies might be willing to risk 
losing a few dollars to help manu­
facture a cure that could poten­
tially save the lives of thousands, 
if not hundi·eds of thousands of 
individuals. 

But tllis would be totally out 
of character for these companies 
that have ainassed fortunes for 
their directors and stockholders 
by concentrating tlleir produc­
tion on dmgs witll huge markets, 
particularly in the United States, 
where there are no price controls 
on medicines. 

We do see some hope, but not in 
the fo1m of Big Pha1ma assuming 
responsibility. What needs to hap­
pen is that the FDA needs to ap­
prove clinical trials of the dmg. If 
ZMapp proves to be tmly effective 
against Ebola, tile dmg should be 
mshed to mai·ket. 

Mapp, then, needs to license this 
dmg to Africans, to manufacture in 
Africa, with perhaps help from the 
WHO. The profits returning to the 
small biotech fum would probably 
not be huge, but the nine scientists 
who are Mapp Biotech have not 
appeai·ed to be at all profit-oriented 
researchers. 

This makes sense for several 
reasons. ZMapp is a plant-based 
dmg and plant-based diugs ai·e 
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Leners to the Editors 

Longtime 
Local Yoga 

In response to the lengthy sto1y 
welcoming new yoga teacher Nadya 
Tkachenko to Montague, I suggest 
follow ups which 1night recognize 
two oilier wonde1ful yoga instmc­
tors, Liza Enzer and Nancy Paglia, 
who have been contributing to the 
community and its spirit in this ai·ea 
for a long time. 

I appreciate all the work which 
goes into bringing tile best of the 
community news to us. 

Carol Shea 
Leverett 

The editors reply: Thanks! (To 
be clear, it is never our intent to 

play favorites when we run profiles 
of any local business people.) 

fairly cheap to produce. Indeed, 
diugs concocted from plants are 
often one-tenth as costly to pro­
duce as conventional antibody 
manufactured medicines. 

But licensing the dmg to Africa 
makes even more sense when you 
take into account that tile princi­
pal ingredient is native to Africa. 
According to tile Mapp website, 
ZMapp is made from three 'hu­
manized' monoclonal antibodies 
manufactured in plants, specifi­
cally Nicotiana." 

Nictotiana, or flowering tobac­
co, is native to West and Southwest 
Africa - meaning that a supply of 
this cmcial plant is readily avail­
able exactly where it is needed. 

Finally, if you take Big Phaima 
out of tile picture, and produce the 
diug at cost, it would be affordable 
for clinics and health organizations 
in the countries afflicted by tllis 
di·eadfol vims. 

World governments and the 
U.N. could make this happen. 
Indeed, the case for direct gov­
ernmental intervention to finance 
thither reseai'Cl1, development and 
manufacturing ofZMapp and other 
vaccines and antibiotics is over­
whelming and ve1y urgent. 

Or maybe, if governments don't 
want to get involved, an ice bucket 
challenge is in order. 

WE WELCOME 
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Why I Like Denise 
(Gimme A Reason Not To) 

We've all heai·d or read by now 
the attacks on Rep. Denise Andi·ews 
by her opponents vying for tile Re­
publican primaiy in the 2nd Franklin 
District race. 

They've attacked her votes on 
certain taxes, tlley've attacked her 
vote - which has actually met quite 
a bit of respect ainong constituents, 
against increasing the maximum 
sentence on small time diug traf­
ficking - and tlley've attacked her 
stance on budget matters. 

So, it's pretty evident what Su­
sannah Whipps Lee and Karen An­
derson are against anything Denise 
Andrews is for. 

One should be cautious of candi­
dates who define themselves based 
on what they ai·e not. The hue ques­
tions for voters should be: what do 
these candidates stand for? 

Looking at their respective web­
sites, and following the Republican 
candidates' debate, I still come up 
sho1t on an answer as to what Lee 
and Anderson stand for, and what 
voice they will bring to Beacon Hill 
on behalf of Franklin County. 

A visit to Denise Andrews' web­
site showed a long list of legislative 
achievements and policy statements. 
I also found detailed positions bro­
ken into four major categories: Job 
Creation, Accessible Education, 
Environment, and Vibrant Commu­
nities. 

I had n·ouble finding what Lee 
stands for. When I went to tile "Is­
sues" on her webpage, I could find 
ve1y little in the way of details. 

To her credit, Anderson lists is­
sues on her website, witll back­
ground on each but with little de­
tails on solutions. 

One exception is on tile issue of 
Protecting Our Children, where her 
position is quite radical. Anderson 
wants to make it more difficult for 
DCF to remove childi·en from an 
unsafe environment, by changing 
the definition of "reasonable cause" 
for removal from a home. 

Botll Lee and Anderson say we 
need a ''voice" in Franklin County, 
but I find no real cleai· idea of what 
voice tlley would bring to the State 
House. What would a Rep. Lee or 

Anderson bring to Beacon Hill? 
Because like it or not, Beacon Hill 
ain't comin' to Franklin County. 

From tile debate, I know tlley 
both support gun rights, are both 
against most fo1ms of taxation, and 
both have issues with the welfare 
system, though Whipps is more 
moderate on both this issue, as well 
as tile issue of immigration. 

In fact, other tllan tile fact that 
Lee thinks Anderson has ve1y little 
civic experience, tile candidates are 
pretty much "me too" candidates. 

One Republican candidate has 
been comting Dems and unenrolled 
voters, reminding us on social media 
of tile deadline to register or change 
affiliation to vote in tile upcoming 
primary. So, I'm going to flip this on 
its head and ask my Republican and 
unenrolled friends, why not take a 
second look at Denise Andrews? 

I submit that Andi·ews knows tile 
issues relevant to our county, has a 
cleai· n·ack record of working to ad­
dress tile issues, and knows how to 
do this on Beacon Hill. You can go 
to her website and see all tile legis­
lation she has worked on and all her 
policy positions which are detailed, 
substantive, and tlloughtful. 

Ask Lee and Anderson - what 
do you bring to the table? We know 
what you are against, but what will 
you do to effect the change you 
seek? What's tile first piece of 
legislation you will supp01t or co­
sponsor? If a candidate believes in 
more school resource officers, how 
does she propose paying for this? If 
a candidate believes jobs ai·e key to 
reviving the area, how, specifically, 
will she bring them here? 

You might not agree with her 
all the time, but you know where 
Denise Andrews stands. I know I 
haven't always agreed with her. 

But Denise is also not afraid to 
make a tough vote when no one else 
will, and she rolls up her sleeves and 
works hard on issues relevant to om 
community, like postal cuts, senior 
housing, and education, and that's 
someone I want in my comer. 

Ray DiDonato 
Wendell 
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z Chair Yoga classes will be held at 
0 the Montague Senior Center, 62 5th 
~ o:: St., Turners Falls on Tuesdays from 
ln => 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. staiting Septem-
.J = ber 2 and will nm through Nov. 25. 
z 
:.: These classes offer a good stretch 
0:: :5 and strengthening for muscles, oil-

LOCAL BRIEFS ;'.3 ing for joints and fun! 
~ People from all towns and all skill 
w 
-, levels are invited, including folks in 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Calling all local residents and 
history buffs. Ed Gregory returns to 
Turners Falls with a fascinating au­
dio-visual presentation on the evolu­
tion of the Tumers Falls Power Canal 
in the Community Room of Green­
field Savings Bank on Saturday, Au­
gust 30, from 10 to 11 :30 am. 

Come relax, enjoy and be en­
te1tained as well as .info1med with 
Grego1y's top-notch slide show. 
Capturing the pulse of a thriving 
industrial town built along the pow­
erful Connecticut River is precisely 
what Greg01y has accomplished 
with this docmnenta1y. You won't 
want to miss it. Light refreshments 
provided compliments ofGSB. 

On Saturday August 30 from 7 

to 9 p.m., Greenfield Gardens Sum­
mer Youth Program is holding an All 
Ages Talent Show. The cost is $5 
for adults; kids 12 and under will be 
admitted free. All proceeds will be 
donated to the St. Jude's Children's 
Research Hospital. 

Guest judges will be Greenfield 
Mayor William Martin; Chief Rob­
e1t Haigh, Jr. from the Greenfield Po­
lice Department; Diana Nunez from 
"What's the 413;" Jay Fidanza from 
WHAi Radio; GHS Crushsquad 
head coach Krizia Caiter; and Ollie 
Schwa1tz from Community Action. 

The Movement Studio, upstairs at 
the Brick House (5th St. in Tmners 
Falls) is hosting a silent meditation, 
non-denominational session on Sun­
day, August 31 from 10 to 11 am. 
Eve1yone is welcome. 

Another letter 
Cartoon Criticizing 

MCTV Content Unfair 
I was sony to see last week's "po­

litical ca1toon" published. I was sor-
1y to see a community organization 
take pot shots at another community 
organization paiticularly when they 
are anonymous and grossly innac­
curate. 

Before I wrote in today, I checked 
MCTV's vimeo site and found 103 
videos in their Local Events collec­
tion which spans from mid 2012 to 
2014. I would hardly categorize that 
as town government. 

In addition, there are 58 hyper­
local public service announcements, 
17 Discove1y Center presentations 
and a smattering of other stuff. That 
makes just under 200 local produc­
tions in about 2 yeai·s. What all this 

means is that people are obviously 
usingMCTV. 

I am equally sony to share that 
the coverage of the CAC and MCTV 
public meetings has been so skewed 
that I strained to find similarities be­
tween the a1ticles and the meetings 
which I attended. 

You may be a funky community 
newspaper and entitled to ce1tain al­
lowances, but c'mon. You still have 
the obligation of journalism. It's 
hard to believe that the excellent re­
po1ting of Mike Jackson shai·es the 
same pages of those aiticles. 

There has been no mention or cri­
tique, except by me, of the conduct 
of the CAC or of the larger issues 
that MCTV has faced over these last 

wheelchairs. There is a small sug­
gested donation of $1 for each class. 
For more info1mation, please contact 
Roberta Potter at the Senior Center 
at ( 413) 863-4500 or 863-9357. 

"On Silent Wings: The Magic of 
the Snowy Owl" is the subject of a 
photographic presentation to be held 
September 3 from 6 to 8 p m. at the 
Greenfield Public Libraiy as pa1t of 
its First Wednesday Speaker Series. 

Wildlife ai1d adventure photog­
rapher Peter Christoph will share 
his passion for photographing birds. 
Christoph is a frequent speaker at li­
braries, camera clubs, schools, ai1d 
outdoor clubs. He has recently up­
dated his book Birds, which will be 
available for checkout at the libra1y 
in advai1ce of the presentation. 

His bird images ai·e known for 
their a1tistic vision ai1d technical ex-

few yeai·s. Additionally there has 
been zero inqui1y as to what local 
access faces and the larger implica­
tions of cable mergers. 

I want my local access channel 
in the high definition tier. I want 
equipment to be upgraded so I can 
hear the government meetings bet­
ter. I want my CAC in my town to 
fill the public records request made 
3 months ago. Where's the caitoon 
about that? 

Better yet, where's the Montague 
Repo1ter local tv show? If you folks 
collaborate with MCTV to set it up, 
I will volunteer to produce it, edit­
ing and all. 

Kathleen Lynch 
Montague 

Editors' Note: We did not intend 
to run the cartoon in question 
anonymously. It was drawn by 

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno. 

cellence, have been published in sev­
eral magazines and have won awai·ds 
in nmnerous competitions. 

Join Bill Wilson from the Mu­
sewn of Ow-Industrial Heritage and 
DCR Pai·k staff for a program on the 
four paper mills of Turners Falls at 
the Great Falls Discovery Center on 
Saturday, September 6, from 10:30 
to 11:30 am. 

Presenters strut with a brief dis­
cussion in the Great Hall, ai1d then 
walk along the canal to imagine the 
mills as they once were ai1d see what 
remains of them today. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

MCTV Goes Black 
From September 2-4 

Due to work being done on 
our broadcast rack, MCTV will 
be in black from September 2-4. 

We apologize in advance for 
any inconvenience to the view­
ing public. For more info call 
( 413) 863-9200 or contact info­
montaguetv@gmail.com 

wanted: 
Volunteers for clean-up in the 

Village ofTumers Falls. 

Motivation to serve will 
come from wanting a better 
environment to live in and 
enjoy. Service will rarely be 
glorious. Temptation to quit will 

sometimes be strong. 

Volunteers must be diligent, with 
little or no visible results, and 
little recognition except from 
each other. You may choose to 
clean as small or as large an area 
as you want. You may want to 

do only the street you live on. 

A start-up kit will be provided. 

If interested, please call 
(413) 863-2643 to speak with 

Alice Johnson, Captain, 
Turners Falls Clean Team 
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GUEST EDITORIAL Natural Gas Pipeline: Ann Berwick Responds 
In our July 31 issue, we printed 

a letter sent by Chris Mason on be­
half of the Montague Energy Com­
mittee, of which he is the chair, to 
Ann Berwick, chair of the state '.s 
Department of Public Utilities and 
acting chair of its Energy Facilities 
Siting Board. 

Here is her response to the En­
ergy Committee, dated August 12. 

Thank you for your thoughtful 
letter to me dated July 21, 2014, 
concerning the Kinder Morgan/Ten­
nessee Gas Pipeline, LLC (TGP) 
proposed natural gas pipeline proj­
ect. I completely appreciate your 
perspective, and would like to clar­
ify my view of a few of the points 
you make. 

With respect to the need for natu­
ral gas, I deeply wish that I could 
agree with all of your arguments. 
The Patrick Administration would 
be the first to argue that the region 
could do without any fossil fuels if 
we thought that were even remotely 
possible. It is not. 

This Administration is deeply 
committed to energy efficiency and 
renewable power. The American 
Council for an Energy Efficient 
Economy has ranked Massachusetts 
the number one state for energy ef­
ficiency three years running. 

The Governor has also set a goal 

of creating 1600 megawatts of so­
lar power in Massachusetts by 2020 
(up from 4 MW of installed solar 
power when he took office), and has 
been an outspoken suppo1ter of off­
shore wind. 

Notwithstanding these policies, 
the region is skating dangerously 
close to the edge in te1ms of suffi­
cient energy resources. It is not the 
case that interest in additional gas 
transmission infrastrncture is driven 
just by the desire to reduce peak 
winter prices, rather than by a lack 
of gas capacity. Reliability is an ab­
solutely paramount concern for the 
Administration. 

In that regard, the Black and Ve­
atch low-demand case that you ref­
erence does not take into account 
the closing of the Vermont Yankee 
facility, Brayton Point, or Mount 
Tom, or, for that matter, several 
thousand megawatts of other coal 
and oil facility closings that are pro­
jected for the next decades. Units 
representing almost 3,300 MW of 
electricity will retire over just the 
next five years. 

I of course agree with you that 
the region's use of natural gas - and 
other fossil fuels - should be abso­
lutely miniinized, but it may not be 
possible to assure reliability in the 
relatively near future without some 
amount of additional natural gas. 

That said, I want to emphasize 
that the competitive procurement 
process that has been the subject 
of discussion by the New England 
states and the New England States 
Committee on Electricity (NES­
COE) has made no decisions what­
soever with respect to any specific 
projects. 

That process is meant to put in 
place a strncture and a cost alloca­
tion methodology for the region to 
procure more clean energy and nat­
ural gas, NOT to suppo1t or endorse 
any pa1ticular project. It does not 
reflect support for TGP or any other 
project or, for that matter, the need 
for any specific amount of natural 
gas. 

I also fully agree that the state 
and the region need to replace leak­
prone natural gas pipelines, although 
I do not agree that we currently have 
reliable figures on the amount of gas 
that is being lost to leakage. In that 
regard, the Depa1tment of Public 
Utilities (DPU) has hired an inde­
pendent consultant who is cw-rently 
reviewing gas companies' proce­
dw-es for identifying leak-prone 
pipe and the methods used to clas­
sify leaks, in order both to maintain 
the highest safety standards and 
to quai1tify the amom1t of gas that 
is lost and unaccounted for dw-ing 
transmission and distribution. 

You may also be aware that Gov­
ernor Patrick just signed legislation 
that is designed to expedite the re­
pair of aging natural gas infrastruc­
ture. Even before this legislation, 
the DPU, using the mechanism of an 
expedited rate recovery mechanism, 
has required three of the large gas 
companies to replace aging natural 
gas pipelines. 

Finally, I am sure you are aware 
that neither the DPU nor the Energy 
Facilities Siting Board has jw-isdic­
tion over the siting of the TGP pipe­
line. Rather, FERC will make the 
decision as to whether the pipeline 
should be sited. 

However, a gas company may 
petition the DPU for authorization 
to sw-vey ce1tain prope1ties. If TGP 
files a petition, landowners and 
others will have an oppo1tunity to 
be heard. Additionally, the Siting 
Board will have an oppo1tunity to 
weigh in at FERC with respect to 
the state's view of any proposal. 

None of the filings that would 
initiate that process, either here 
or at FERC, have yet been made. 
Thank you again for your thoughtful 
letter. I hope you find this response 
helpful. 

Ann G. Benvick, Chair 
MA Depa11ment of Public Utilities 
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By JEFF SINGLETON 

The only major piece of drama 
at the August 25 Montague select­
board meeting involved a theater -
the Shea, to be exact. Othe1wise the 
meeting was lacking in controversy 
but did touch on key issues central 
to economic development in a for­
mer industrial town: how to finance 
a cmmbling sewer system and an old 
facto1y building (the Strathmore) 
which has become a fire hazard. 

SbeaRFP 
Town administrator Frank Ab­

bondanzio spent a good deal of time 
outlining the process for evaluating 
the futw-e of the Shea Theater and 
the status of the cml'ent board that 
oversees it. 

Abbondanzio has proposed that 
the town recreate something called 
the "Civic Center Commission" to 
bring eve1yone "under the tent." 

He also proposed to hire Deborah 
J' Anthony, former director of the 
Shea who cw1·ently works on tl1e 
staff of the Academy of Music in 
No11hampton, to facilitate the pro­
cess. He said he was awaiting a pro­
posal from her before any decisions 
could be made. 

A nwnber of members of tl1e 
cml'ent Shea board asked questions 
and expressed concerns about the 
process. They stressed tliat the Shea 
is cml'ently holding open houses to 
facilitate input. 

The town has moved fo1ward to 
dete1mine whether the theater needs 
to be put out to bid via a "request 
for proposals" (RFP) under state law 
Chapter 30B. 

Abbondanzio stated that the 
town's attorney had determined that 
if the value of the contract exceeded 
$35,000, an RFP would need to be 
issued. He said it was evident that 
the value did exceed that amow1t. 

"Does anyone doubt that we will 
need to issue an RFP?" asked Mark 
Fairbrotl1er. Board members shook 

■ ■ 
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their heads in the negative, where­
upon Fairbrother moved that the 
town prepare an RFP immediately. 
This passed unanimously. 

Sewer Rates 
A major focus of the meeting, 

however, was sewer issues when 
Water Pollution Control Facility Di­
rector Robe1t Trombley presentated 
his proposed FY'l5 sewer rates. 

"It's that time of year when we 
discuss sewer rates," began Trom­
bley, who emphasized that this was 
a preliminaiy discussion and did not 
require it being posted as a fo1mal 
hearing. 

Trombley began by noting tl1at 
the there was $486,453 in so-called 
"retained earnings." These are bal­
ances left over from previous years 
that can be spent after being ce1tified 
by the state. (The town calls these 
balances "free cash" and the school 
district calls them "excess and defi­
ciency.") 

Trombley's preliminaiy estimate 
called for using $160,000 of this to 
reduce sewer rates, leading to an 
overall increase of 3.5%. He stated 
that this would produce an average 
annual sewer bill of $588.15 this 
coming fiscal year. He then stated 
that the rate increase was pa1tly de­
signed to maintain a healthy retained 
eai·nings balance to finance increas­
ing projected debt service. 

Right now the debt service is pri­
marily associated with bon-owing to 
deal with the recent industrial pai·k 
sewer collapse, but Trombley's esti­
mates also appeared to reflect poten­
tial investments needed to maintain 
an old and decaying system. 

Town administrator Frank Ab­
bondanzio said that the plan was to 
place some of the retained earnings 
funds in a special "sewer stabiliza­
tion fund" for futw-e use. He stated 
that he, Trombley and Montague 
Finance Committee member Greg 
Ganison had met to discuss the is­
sue. 

SKATE from page A 1 
Parks and Recreation Director 

John Dobosz will be provided with 
a key to the padlock but "teens and 
users of the park led by Bai1y Scott 
will be responsible to assure that the 
lot remains clean of debris, properly 
mowed, and that ramps are painted 
and kept in good working order." 

Dolan emphasized that the pro­
posal was "an incubator" for "set­
ting a positive culture and getting a 
head sta1t" in preparation for the an­
ticipated opening of the permanent 
park next year. 

The constiuction of a permanent 
park is contingent on funding in 
the fo1m of a PARC grant from the 
state, which should be determined 
in coming months. 

The proposal had the suppo1t 
of Dobosz and Town Adininisti·a­
tor Frank Abbondanzio, who seem 
to have helped Becker and Dolan 

Special stabilization funds, al­
lowed under state law, are often used 
to save money gained from favor­
able annual budget balances for use 
in funding long term projects. This 
scenario appeared to be pa1t of a 
long term planning process designed 
to deal with significant increases in 
sewer costs in the coming decades. 

Millers Falls resident Jean Gol-
1-ick w-ged town officials to present 
the details of such a plan to town 
meeting, whose approval will be 
needed to create the stabilization 
and allocate money to it. 

The usual questions 

elicited the usual 

response: den1olishing 

the Strathmore 

complex would cost at 

least $4 ntillion, but 

it niay be necessary to 

den1olish some of the 

component buildings. 

Stratbmore Future 
Michael Nelson asked the town 

adininistrator a number of questions 
about on-going projects, including 
the status of the Strathmore mill 
building repairs. 

Abbondanzio gave an update 
which included the constmction of a 
water pipe over the old footb11dge, 
the cost of roofing repairs, and prog­
ress removing the lai·ge amounts of 
paper still in the building. 

This elicited the usual questions 
about the futw-e status of the build­
ing and whether more costly propos­
als were going to come before town 
meeting. 

These questions elicited the usual 
response: that demolishing the struc­
tw-e would cost at least $4 million, 
but it may be necessaiy to demolish 
some of the component buildings. 

New Home for Dog Kennel? 
Frank Abbondanzio, in his town 

adininistrator repo1t, also opened 
discussion on possible options to 
relocate the regional dog kennel in 

navigate potential pitfalls. 
One of these was the request that 

the town "protect the owner [Beck­
er] and Bany Scott from potential 
liability." 

Abbondanzio stated that, as with 
the previous facility in the space, 
and a subsequent temporaiy pai·k 
on Eleventh Street, the town would 
apply the so-called "California 
Rule," which provides for minimal 
supervision and thus liability. This 
requires "open and w1supervised" 
signage in the area. 

The proposal also called for 
prope1ty taxes in the site to be abat­
ed "dw-ing the time of use." This ap­
pai·ently was also the practice under 
the previous park on the prope1ty. 

Abbondanzio stated the tax 
abatement was the town's "in kind 
payment" for the lease of the park. 

None of the Selectboard mem­
bers seemed to have problems with 
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Montague. The kennel is cm1·ently 
next to the transfer station on Sandy 
Lane ( off Turnpike Road) which is 
slated to be transfo1med into an in­
dusti'ial park. 

A road into the park will displace 
the kennel, with construction slated 
to beging as eai·ly as next yeai·. The 
county She11ff's office, which ad-
1ninisters the kennel, has a lease un­
til the end of 2015. 

Abbondanzio outlined vai'ious 
siting alternatives within Montague. 
Selectboard member Mark Fair­
brother forcefully called on town 
officials to "make it clear [to the 
Sheriff's office] that we want this." 

Other Business 
The boai·d, now operating as the 

personnel board, made two appoint­
ments. Greg Fisher was hired for 
the position of "seasonal labore1~' at 
the waste water treatinent plant, and 
David Finn was appointed public 
works shop foreman. 

"Aren't there two Fishers [work­
ing at the ti·eatment plant]?" asked 
audience member John Reynolds. 
Bob Trombley responded in the af­
fiimative, and stated there did not 
appear to be any problems. 

St. Andi·ew's Episcopal Church 
requested that the boai·d approve tl1e 
use of the town hall pai·king lot on 
September 13 for the collection of 
used electronic equipment. The "E­
Cycling Day'' is designed to raise 
funds for the B11ck House, a local 
community center that hosts teen 
di·op-in how-s. 

A donation of $10 for each item 
is requested. A box full of smaller 
items will cow1t as one $10 donation. 
The "parking lot" being rese1ved is 
the one in back of town hall. 

In other news, Jason Hw1ter of 
the Berkshire Brewing Company re­
quested a one day liquor license for 
an event at the Shea Theater. 

The company wishes to provide 
"beer options" to those attending a 
release party on September 26. The 
company has previously provided 
refreshments at a number of Shea 
events so the boai·d approved the 
request with no hesitation and little 
discussion. 

The meeting ended with a ti·ibute 
to Tim Lindop. 

any of this, and the proposal was 
wianimously approved. 

Abbondanzio said any request to 
abate the water bill would have to 
go before the Turners Falls Water 
Commission. 

Dobosz stated that he will need to 
bring the proposal before the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, which 
will meet in September. 

Despite a financial commitment 
from town meeting, the skate park 
committee continues to raise funds 
for the project. This Satw-day, Au­
gust 30, there will be a benefit at 
St. Kaziinierz in Turners Falls with 
bands including beloved local punks 
OFC. 

Christopher Sawyer-Laucanno 
contributed additional reporting to 
this story. 
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By DAVID DETMOLD

The selectboard agreed to renew 
the lease with Four Winds School, 
an independent middle school oc-
cupying two first floor rooms at the 
Riverside Municipal Building, for 
another year.

Director Steve Hussey said en-
rollment had increased by one to 
eleven students this year, so accord-
ing to the terms of the existing lease 
the school’s rent would increase by 
$50, to $675 a month.

But the selectboard noted that 
increased heating costs last winter 
had driven the overall balance sheet 
for the building about $900 into the 
red.

Selectboard chair Randy Croch-
ier expressed a sentiment he said a 
number of residents had shared with 
him, telling Hussey, “You’re rent-
ing a space. The lease should not be 
based on the number of students.”

But Hussey responded, “I try to 
keep the school alive by cutting ex-
penses. Quite frankly, the largest cut 
has been to my salary.”

The Riverside Water District and 
the Gill Historical Society share 
quarters in the town owned building 
with Four Winds, and board mem-
ber John Ward pointed out, “If we 
had no tenant, the building certainly 
wouldn’t be meeting expenses. We 
need to make the building more en-
ergy efficient.”

Hussey pointed out that under 
the terms of the lease, he would be 
responsible for making up $530 for 
arrears caused by the higher heat-
ing bill last winter, when the school 
increased from four days a week to 
five. “We’ll make good on that, and 
make sure our usage is as efficient 
as can be,” Hussey promised.

As the town pursues an energy 
retrofit for that building, to change 
from an inefficient and accident 

prone oil burner to state of the art 
air source heat pumps, to be paid for 
by Green Communities grant funds, 
Hussey said he would take a hum-
bler approach to energy conserva-
tion by repairing the interior storm 
windows for the building’s large 
and drafty wooden sashes.

Light
The town is also set to explore 

the purchase from Western Mass 
Electric Company of 48 street lights, 
currently illuminated by high pres-
sure sodium lamps. Gill would be 
following in the footsteps of other 
towns in the region who have con-
verted their streetlights to energy 
saving LEDs. 

Costs for the conversion are still 
being researched; it would cost the 
town $16,000 to buy the poles from 
the utility company. 

Town administrative assistant 
Ray Purington said the town’s an-
nual lighting bill could drop from 
around $5,514 to about $1,700 if 
the conversion is completed. 

Green Community grant funds 
would be used to purchase and con-

vert the streetlights.

Signs of the Times
The board approved a plan pre-

sented by officials from Northfield 
Mount Hermon School to design 
and install a pedestrian walkway 
and new signage warning drivers on 
Main Road that students frequently 
cross the busy thoroughfare by the 
school’s south entrance on their way 
to the lower playing fields.

The private school has 653 stu-
dents returning to campus this 
week, and maintains an endowment 
fund last calculated at $134 million. 
NMH will be paying for the safety 
improvements for the Main Road 
crossing.

Meanwhile, Crochier grilled fire-
fighter Kyle Kendall and fire chief 
Gene Beaubien about their plan to 
purchase and equip emergency ve-
hicles in town with epinephrine and 
naxalone, also known as Narcan.

The selectboard authorized the 
purchase, which will cost the town 
$300 for initial certification, and an 
unknown amount for the purchase 
of each dose of the drugs, which 

have a shelf life of one to two years. 
Epinephrine is used as a life saving 
measure in cases of severe allergic 
reaction. Narcan is used as a life 
saving measure in cases of narcotic 
drugs overdoses, of which the fire 
department has seen two (neither 
fatal) in the past year, Kendall said.

Crochier warned of “mission 
creep,” though he eventually voted 
to authorize the drug purchases.

Water
Finally, the town must notify par-

ents of elementary school students 
that the public water supply well 
at the Gill School has tested above 
the new state mandated minimum 
levels for reporting the presence of 
manganese in the water supply. Two 
recent tests have shown levels at 
0.34 to 0.35 milligrams per liter, just 
over the minimum level of 0.30.

The Department of Environmen-
tal Protection notes the possibility 
of neurological effects associated 
with elevated manganese in drink-
ing water. The board said filtering 
the water at the school may be the 
best fix.
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Four Winds Lease Renewed

for the department and its personnel, 
and board members said they had no 
wish to appear combative in relation 
to the fire department.

As to the board’s criticism of 
Chief Moruzzi – particularly regard-
ing the board’s often stated request 
for a clear departmental succession 
plan with anticipated retirement 
dates for senior officers and advance-
ment dates for younger firefighters 
– board members faulted the press 
for not highlighting their praise of 
Moruzzi’s operational strengths as 
chief even amid last month’s public 
row over the chief’s administrative 
performance.

But the board stuck to their de-
mand for a clear departmental suc-
cession plan on Tuesday, and in the 
absence of such a plan did not unani-
mously welcome Moruzzi’s reported 
offer to rescind his resignation.

“We did ask John [Moruzzi] for a 
detailed breakdown of what people 
are trained to do,” noted board chair 
Rich Brazeau. “The selectboard 
does not want to be running the fire 
department. Our responsibility is 
to make sure there is a firefighting 
force in town.”

Brazeau continued, “Every time 
we’ve asked for a plan, we’ve met 
resistance. Give us a plan! That’s 
what we need.”

The board argued that gaining 
townwide approval for the main pro-
posal of last year’s report from the ad 
hoc fire department study committee 
– to hire a full-time firefighter who 
could staff the station and respond to 
calls during weekdays, when many 
members of the call force are work-
ing out of town – would fail at town 
meeting unless it could be clearly 
shown how a full-time firefighter 
would fit into a schematic plan for 
present and future departmental 

staffing.
On Tuesday, Brazeau again 

warned the town was treading a thin 
budgetary line in trying to meet the 
demands of school and town depart-
ments, and cautioned an override of 
Proposition 2½ may be required to 
pay for full time staffing at the fire 
department. 

To win such a vote not only on 
town meeting floor but also in the 
required town-wide ballot to follow 
would require a united front between 
the selectboard, finance committee 
and fire department, Brazeau said, 
and a clear schematic plan for staff-
ing and succession would be neces-
sary in that effort. 

By the end of the hearing, a de-
gree of amity had been restored. The 
three selectboard members stood and 
walked to the front of the table to 
shake each firefighter’s hand in turn, 
and to thank them for their dedicated 
service to the town.

Dog Hearing
In a dog hearing, the selectboard 

ordered that all dogs belonging to 
the Tymkowiche family at 85 Long 
Plain Road be securely confined in 
a locked enclosure or muzzled and 
leashed while walked. 

The board ordered dog officer 
Roberta Bryant to inspect the prem-
ises within two weeks to ascertain 
that the dogs – two German shep-
herds and a boxer – were securely 
confined when out of doors.

The order is the second to arise 
from a dog hearing regarding the 
Tymkowiche’s dogs, who were sub-
ject of a complaint last year from 
Janice Tyner and Brian Pickell, who 
live next door. 

Last year the board ordered the 
dogs to be restrained at all times, 
and suggested muzzles, after Pick-
ell reported two incidents where he 

or his family members were alleged 
to have been attacked while jogging 
on Route 63 by one or more of the 
Tymkowiche’s dogs.

On Tuesday, Pickell said he was 
jogging on the opposite side of the 
highway across from 85 Long Plain 
Road when one of the German 
shepherds came charging down the 
driveway and “crossed the street and 
charged at me. I was terrified,” said 
Pickell, who said his son and daugh-
ter had both been similarly attacked 
last year. 

His daughter, Anjali, suffered 
permanent scars in the previous at-
tack, whether from a dog bite or 
from wounds suffered avoiding the 
attack.

The Tymkowiche family was not 
present for the hearing, but Diane 
Tymkowiche sent a letter without 
apology stating, “The dogs will con-
tinue to be confined as per law.”

Anjali Tyner, an eloquent young 
woman of slight build, gave a har-
rowing account of her encounter 
with one of the Tymkowiche’s Ger-
man shepherds while out jogging on 
Route 63 last year.

She said she had been jogging 
with earphones and listening to mu-
sic when out of the corner of her eye 
she saw a German shepherd running 
at her. She picked up speed in an 
attempt to get away from the dog, 
which overtook her. 

She was crying and calling for 
help, she stated, and after falling or 
being knocked to the pavement, got 
up and managed to get to the relative 
safety of a neighbor’s porch. But as 
she tried to return home, she said, 
she was attacked again by the same 
shepherd, and either bitten or backed 
up against the guard rail, where re-
cently cut brush may have cut her. 

As she turned to leave the room, 
scars could clearly be seen on the 

back of her legs, just below the 
knee.

The board expressed sympathy 
for her ordeal, and promised to make 
sure she and her family were safe 
from future attacks from the neigh-
bor’s dogs.

The board said the next step, if 
one of the Tymkowiche’s dogs es-
caped confinement again, was to 
order that the offending dog be put 
down.

FRTA Discussion
The board consulted with Jeff 

Singleton, a Montague resident and 
representative to the Franklin Re-
gional Transportation Authority’s 
advisory board, about the future of 
Route 23, the sole fixed route bus 
line currently traversing town bor-
ders on a twice daily run between 
Greenfield and UMass.

Singleton said he intends to push 
to expand the number of trips for 
that route from two to five a day, and 
to cut the fare from $3 to $1.50 one 
way. He said in an attempt to make a 
dent in the “car culture,” bus routes 
must make sense for commuters both 
in travel time and cost; he said even 
four or five riders from Leverett rid-
ing that bus regularly could make a 
difference in preserving the route for 
commuters to the area’s largest em-
ployer.

The FRTA has made no secret of 
its intention to cancel, rather than ex-
pand, that bus route, but all changes 
to fixed routes are currently on hold 
while the FRTA conducts a manda-
tory comprehensive assessment of 
its services.

Leverett has been stymied in its 
attempts to gain membership or ne-
gotiate publicly with the FRTA over 
call response services for its resi-
dents to points in Franklin County or 
the future of Route 23, due to FRTA 

administrator Tina Cote’s insistence 
that Leverett, as a member of the Pio-
neer Valley Transit Authority, cannot 
simultaneously become a member of 
the FRTA.

The PVTA provides demand re-
sponse services for Leverett seniors 
and handicapped residents to Hamp-
shire and Hampden County, but not 
to Franklin County destinations.

The town has heard from state 
representative Steven Kulik (D-
Worthington) that he intends to file 
legislation soon to clarify the legisla-
tion in question, to make it possible 
for Leverett to join both RTAs and 
provide its citizens with regional 
public transportation.

Other Business
Leverett received a check for 

nearly $1500 from the Franklin 
County Solid Waste Management 
District for another year of recycling 
products at the transfer station.

Clay Delano resigned from the 
police department.

The board will nominate Margie 
McGinnis, town administrator, for 
an award from the Department of 
Energy Resources for her “forward 
thinking” work reducing the town’s 
use of energy, through such programs 
as: Green Communities, the Siemens 
performance contract to retrofit 
town hall, the new, rebated energy 
efficient lighting at the elementary 
school, the town’s solar project, and 
other programs which have had a 
measurable impact on reducing the 
town’s energy use and its 
environmental impact.

LEVERETT from page A1

I'm Bob LaPierre, living without pain, 
and a big believer in Baystate Franklin. 

Bob had osteoarthritis in his knee and was in constant pain. 

Dr. Brian Hoffman, an orthopedic surgeon at Baystate Medical Practices -

Valley Orthopedic Surgery, performed a partial knee replacement 

at Baystate Franklin, Three months later, Bob was playing golf again. 

"Dr. Hoffman did an awesome job," Bob says. "Really, everybody at 

Baystate Franklin was incredible. l got tremendous results right here, 

close to home. 11 

Talk with your provider for a referral to 
an orthopedic surgeon at Baystate Franklin, 
or visit us online at baystatehealth.org/bfmc, 
or call 413-773-2454. 

rtlb Baystate 
'= Franklin Medical Center 

164 High Street, Greenfield, MA I baystatehealth.org/bfmc 

u 

269 High Str t - Gre nfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 

farm, pets, yard & garden 

lf you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
SKILU~D, JNTENTIONAL 
COMPANJONSHIP FOR 
ELDERS AND OTHERS 

SITA LA G 413-834-7569 
liOSPlCE TRAINED 

CPR CERTlFJED 
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Philip Wonkka had not reached out 
to these qualified veteran firefight­
ers after he was appointed in 2013. 
According to Pease, Station #1 is 
staffed with four inexperienced fire­
fighters. 

Potts said that she had emailed 
Wonkka about six weeks ago, ask­
ing about returning to the depfilt­
ment, and had not received any re­
ply. 

"We want to help," Bud Meat­
tey said, "but we fil'e being told no." 
Wonkka was not present at the se­
lectbofil·d meeting. 

"He's not looking to be chief," 
Pease said, referring to Meattey, 
"but you can't throw away 32 years 
of experience." He called Meattey 
"the best fire person I've ever seen 
in my life. At administration, he 
sucks ... " 

Kosloski told the board, "We 
want to be firefighters and first re­
sponders in the town of Erving, we 
don't care who's in charge." 

Selectbofil·d chair William Bem­
bmy observed, "I look at this whole 
matter, the whole town has suf­
fered" as a result of last year's fire 
department controversy. "I want to 
see it fixed, a whole fire depfiltment, 
just like we have a whole police de­
partment," he said. 

Selectbofil·d member Margaret 
Sullivan asked, "Can eve1yone re­
spect eve1yone else?" and said "You 
all need to work together as a team." 
Pease said, "We never had any is­
sues on calls. Animosity or not, 
when on a call, it wasn't there." 

Sullivan told the firefighters and 
their suppo1ters, "You've presented 
good fil·guments and given appli­
cations. But I want to talk to Phil. 
You're saying 'we want to come 
back' and to me that means a lot." 

The two selectbofil·d members 
agreed to talk privately with each 
of the former firefighters, and with 
Wonkka. They said they would have 
town coordinator Tom Sharp set up 
a meeting with Bembmy, Wonkka, 
and Bud Meattey to discuss the ap­
plications and would also set up a 
meeting with all of the fo1mer fire 
department members. 

As the former firefighters sta1ted 
leaving the meeting room, the two 
selectboard members got up from 
their seats, walked over to them and 
shook hands with them. 

Audit Report Upbeat 
Erving is "unique" among Mas­

sachusetts towns because its financ­
es are so well managed, town audi­
tor Tom Scanlon told the board. He 
praised the town for its "top-notch 
financial staff'' and its conse1vative 

financial philosophy. 
"Your philosophy is working," 

Scanlon said. He noted that the 
town has approximately $7 million 
in free cash filld stabilization funds 
and is 70% funded for its future 
retiree health care obligations. He 
called this percentage "unheard of' 
where many towns have no future 
retiree funding at all. 

Scanlon said the audit found no 
deficiencies in the Erving financial 
accounting system. However, he 
provided several recommendations 
"for greater efficiency" in handling 
the town's finances. 

He suggested that financial offi­
cers stay info1med about new mies 
for accounting and rep01ting of pen­
sion plans (Government Account­
ing Standards Board standard 68, or 
GASB68). The GASB68 standfil·d 
will become effective in 2015. 

Scanlon recommended that the 
town provide better documentation 
for sole-source vendors (vendors 
who do not go through a bidding 
process), educate committees or 
boards that take in money (such 
as the recreation commission) on 
procedures for turning over money 
to town accounts, and develop a 
financial policies and procedures 
manual. 

He also recommended that the 
town ensure that the Franklin Re­
gional Housing Authority is getting 
annual audits for the Commm1ity 
Development Block Grant. Erving 
is the lead town for the CDBG and 
is technically responsible for the 
audit; however, the housing author­
ity has been contracting to have the 
audit conducted. 

Former IP Property 
Sharp repo1ted that Franklin 

Regional Council of Governments 
(FRCOG) planners were looking 
for grant funding of approximately 
$15,000 to complete a hazardous 
materials assessment for the fo1mer 
International Paper/Millers Falls 
Paper prope1ty. 

Sharp said that the next step after 
the assessment would be a $50,000 
to $60,000 feasibility study con­
ducted by an architect, a planner, 
and an engineer to identify potential 
re-use of the prope1ty. 

Daniel Hammock of the finance 
coilllnittee repo1ted that the fincom 
had asked Len Clark, Phil Meuse, 
and Andrew Tessier to act as infor­
mal advisors to the fincom regard­
ing the former IP/Millers Falls Pa­
per prope1ty. 

Former Usher Plant 
Highway foreman Glen Mc­

Co1y said he had met with Usher 

Deer Paths early childhood nature program 
has openings starting in September! 

(in Wendell, 15 min from Montague) 

Deer Paths offers small classes (maximum of five students) for 3 to 6 
year old children in Wendell. The daily routine is a hands-on experi­

ence of exploring the woods and streams, caring for animals, and 
learning about nature and social connections through songs, stories, 

creative movement, crafts, investigation and imaginative play. One or 
more days per week from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please contact Seal LaMad­

eleine at Deer Paths for more information at (978) 544-1990, or deer-
paths@gmail.com. To learn more, go to www.deerpaths.org. 
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Plant re-use committee chair Jeanie 
Schennesser and staff from consul­
tant R. Levesque Associates and the 
Depa1tment of Environmental Pro­
tection. 

At McC01y's request, the bofil·d 
voted to ask the committee to hire 
an experienced contractor to remove 
invasive species at the former Usher 
Plant as required by the conse1va­
tion com1nission's Notice of Intent. 

McC01y said that highway per­
sonnel did not have the knowledge 
or experience to do the work. 

Televising Selectboard Meetings 

Three Candidates 
Vie for Open Erving 

Selectboard Seat 

George Moonlight Davis of 
Strachan Street, Scott Fritz of Cen­
tral Street, and Arthur Johnson of 
Mountain Road fil·e candidates for 
a seat on the selectboard, to replace 
Eugene Klepadlo, who resigned 
July 23. 

Klepadlo's term was scheduled 
to end May 2016. 

The special election will be held 
October 7. Polls will be open at 
town hall from 10 am to 8 pm. 
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and tl1eir hangers are removed, the 
skipped fil·ea that was behind the 
removed hangers will also be shot 
blasted and painted. 

With the scaffolding gone, where 
the painters will stand to blast filld 
paint the area left by the removed 
scaffolding hangers, will be interest­
ing to see. 

As one Tmners Falls resident said 
in regfil·d to complaints about the 
bridge's minor defects, "We should 
quit complaining and count our 
blessings. Think how things could 
have gone, had Baltazfil· 
been awarded the contract!" II The board voted to continue the 

process of televising/livestream­
ing selectbofil·d meetings. Bembmy 
noted that the town had funds of 
$47,000 from Comcast payments 
that could be used to pay for equip­
ment. 

NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Bembmy said he would talk with 
an Erving resident about operating 
the video equipment. 

$150,000 Deficit Discovered; 
Changes to Block Scheduling? 

Grants and Appointments 
The Massachusetts Interlocal In­

surance Association (MITA) award­
ed the police depa1tment a grant of 
$4,355.04 for upgrading security 
cameras at the police station. 

Ryan Henderson was appointed 
to the position of full-time waste­
water treatment operator, subject to 
passing the pre-employment physi­
cal filld background check. 

At Sullivan's suggestion, the 
bofil·d voted to start the process of 
changing the position of town trea­
surer from an elected position to an 
appointed position when the term of 
the cmTent treasurer (Sullivan) ends 
in 2017. 

Sullivan recoilllnended that the 
appointment should be vetted by 
a standing coilllnittee. The bofil·d 
asked Shfil'P to research the proce­
dure for making the change. 

Beth Bazler was appointed to the 
conservation coilllnission. 

Jacquelyn Boyden was appoint­
ed to the personnel review board. 
The selectbofil·d asked Shfil'P to ad­
ve1tise for additional review bofil·d 
members. 

Brad Peters, Rinky Black, filld 
Marcia Bernard were appointed to 
the cultural council. 

The finance coilllnittee repo1ted 
that Jacob S1nith was elected as 
chair, replacing Hainmock. 

u 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

At its final smnmer meeting on 
August 19, the GMRSD school com­
mittee annom1ced the schedule for 
the sta1t of the school yefil· as follows: 
August 25-first day for Staff; August 
27-first day for Erving; August 28-
first day for grades 1-12; September 
4-first day for prekindergarten filld 
kindergfilten. 

In his rep01t Supe1intendent Sul­
livfil1 expressed his satisfaction with 
the progress made on the "strategic 
plan" dming the administrative re­
treat held over three days with 11 
members of the administrative team. 
Consensus was achieved on the five 
central objectives. The next step will 
be meeting with the p1incipals. 

Deficit Discovered 
Joanne Blier, Director of Busi­

ness and Operations, introduced Pat 
Squillfil1te from Melanson Heath 
who presented an ove1view of the 
end-of-year audit. In sh01t she fom1d 
that The Mfil1agement Solution, the 
accom1ting film previously em­
ployed by the district, had made er­
rors in accom1ting compounded by 
poor maintenance of excel spread 
sheets. Consequently there exists a 
deficit ofnearly $150,000. 

Blier is working witl1 tl1e Supe1in­
tendent to review options for covering 
the deficit. She will report on grants 
in September. Blier will be present at 
school committee meetings as a sit­
in member of the school committee, 
and will make regular finfil1cial re-

TOWN OF MONTAGUE 
CIVIC CENTER COMMISSION SEEKING MEMBERS 

The Montague Board of Selectmen is seeking individuals 
interested in serving on the town's Civic Center Commission. 
The Commission is responsible for overseeing the operation 

and maintenance of the Shea Theater in Tmners Falls .including 
the development of a lease with an Operating Entity (cm·rently 

the Shea Board). The Commission will be working with the 
cultural commmlity on the development of a long term plan for 

the Theater, based upon community input, and a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) from prospective operators of the facility. 

The Commission will then negotiate a long term lease for the Shea 
and report its recommendations to the Board of Selectmen. 

Please submit a letter of .interest and resume to: Board of 
Selectmen, Town Hall, One Avenue A, Turners Falls, MA 01376. 

po1ts to the group. Student Activities 
Fm1ds will have greater SCiutiny due 
to new guidelines from the Depfilt­
ment of Secondaiy and Elementa1y 
Education (DESE) which is now re­
quiiing audits oftl1ese funds. 

Another major finfil1cial cost for 
tl1e schools is tl1e need to put away 
an increased amom1t of funding to­
Wfil'd the costs of retirees' (present 
as well as future) health care on a 
schedule over 26 years. Cml'ently 
tl1e district pays 1 million dollars for 
retfree health. It will now need to pay 
2 million more for that health cfil·e to 
cover future costs and future retirees. 
There are two possibilities for doing 
tllis. One is to pay into a stabilization 
accom1t. Another is to set up bust 
funds. 

Blier also met with the Montague 
Energy Committee to discuss wheth­
er the schools, namely Hillcrest filld 
Sheffield (as town-owned build­
ings) come under the umbrella of the 
town's green initiatives prograin for 
town buildings. This would enable 
tl1e town/school to apply for a grant 
to pay for fill energy audit and fa­
cilitate a move to alternative energy 
sources. 

Block Scheduling Changes 
High School p1incipal Tom Os­

borne came before the school com­
mittee to explain tl1e block schedul­
ing chfil1ge he wished to put in place 
so as to better suppo1t the 9th grade 
academy students. In block schedul­
ing there is a period known affection­
ately as "the GAP," which stands for 
Guided Academic Progress, a period 
of 30 minutes tl1at allows students to 
meet with teachers for one-on-one 
discussion or questions, or making 
up a quiz or getting more guidai1ce 
on fill assignment. 

Cml'ently the 9th graders have 
an early lunch, which means these 
students go from early lunch to after 
school sports without filly sustenfil1ce. 
The first change is to make one high 
school lunch period at 12:30. The 
second is to move the GAP block to 
9:09 a.m. from its former last period 
slot. 

School committee member Mike 
Lai1gknecht suggested that Osborne 
report back to the school committee 
as to how tl1e changes were working 
in 6 months. The school committee 
approved the proposed changes. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

,sum,m,,.,,.~ ]z \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 013 76 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.cotn 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries• Starters 
w Struts • Tune-ups• Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863 .4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834,2201 

' lf-TE Table & Chair Rentals 
Tammy Young 

1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293 
Tetablechoirrentols.com 

11 Paradise Parkway 
Tumers Falls Mass 01376 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Woter Heoters, Drofn Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repoirs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

~ BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recumbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicyc1es.com 
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In Wendell 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

Saturday, August 16, dawned 
sunny and cool, the perfect day 
for Wendell Old Home Day. 
People gathered on the common, 
artisans and vendors offered 
their wares as musicians took 
turns playing for the crowd. 

Mothers cradled babies in 
their aims and chatted with 
friends while the older children 
ran and played with each other. 
Waffles the Clown entertained 
the kids with tricks and games. 

They also honored 
Charles Thompson Srnith 
for his contribution to the 
town for so many yeai·s of 
service with the Friends of 
the Meeting House and the 
Conservation Commission. 

Residents honored 
Charles O'Dowd for his 
long service to the com­
munity, serving as their 
postmaster at the Wendell 
Post Office. He seemed 
very pleased by this show 
of support as he cradled the 
roses he received. 

A7 

Wendell Postmaster Charlie O 'Dowd, looking very pleased short!J after the town 
recognized him for his contribution and long service to the community. 

ALL PHOTOS BY ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

very reasonable prices. 

Lisa Winter explains facts about the mushrooms on 
displf!Y in her museum at Wendell Old Home Df!Y. 

The town chose Milton Berg­
man, the caretaker of town lawns 
and grounds as Wendell's Person 
of the Year. His plaque said, 
''Thank you for taking care of the 
town lawns, they're a pleasure to 
behold and a treasure to enjoy." 

The town is fighting to keep 
their post office open full time 
and have made it clear how much 
they appreciate O'Dowd's work 
as their postmaster. 

O'Dowd explained to The 
Montague Reporter the complex 
nature of his job as it relates to 
the somewhat unique nature of 
the town's residents. He said 
many people in Wendell ai·e cre­
ative and nontraditional. They 
have many aliases. 

Winter collects the wide selec­
tion of unique mushrooms dis­
played on her table with the help 
of some friends, keeping them 
fresh until they go on display in 
her little museum but said they 
will be pretty much deteriorated 
by the end of the day. 

Wonderful musicians showed 
up and played all day. Early in 
the afternoon people gathered 
around the bandstand to watch 
and listen, and dance. 

Mother Turtle returned to Wendell 111here her Jans were very glad to have her back. 
Her music filled the space and people were up and dancing, loving the sound. 

He said, with a twinkle in 
his eye, that the friends of Wen­
dell townspeople like to tty to 
stump the postmaster with ever 
more unti·aditional names. With 
a smile, he added, "Working in 
Wendell is always interesting." 

Lisa Winter brings her Mush­
room Museum to Wendell every 
yeai· for Old Home Day. She calls 
it a kind of"pop up" museum be­
cause she puts it together in just a 
few days before the event. 

Her enthusiasm for her work 
and the vast knowledge she has 
was evident as she explained 
and answered questions from the 
people who gathered ai·ound her 
display. Asked if she has support 
for her work she said no, and she 
doesn't sell anything, doesn't 
raise money, just does it for the 
educational value and because 
she loves it. 

The fire depaitment did a 
demonsti·ation that shows how 
quickly fire can spread and how 
important it is to get out fast. 
They then doused the fire and lit 
one on the grill, serving hot dogs, 
hamburgers and French fries at 

Crow's Rebellion with Steve 
Crow, Danger Boy Experience, 
Mother Tmtle, the Equalites, 
Harmaniacs, Annie Hassett, 
and Lynn Meryl and Friends all 
played. The women staited danc­
ing, while the kids played games. 
Then the kids were dancing too. 

There were men on the lawn 
throwing ai·ound Indian clubs, 
juggling or tossing them back 
and forth. Hula hoops, making a 
comeback, were scattered on the 
grass as the kids ti-ied their skill. 

The ahnosphere was waim 
and comfortable as everyone set­
tled down to enjoy the music and 
the day. 

u 
NOTES FROMTHEWENDELL SELECTBOARD of foods for sale by the town or in­

dividuals, and food preparation for 
delivery to shut-ins and when the 
town hall is used as a shelter during 
weather emergencies. 

gin his duties. 

Home Energy Audits Extended; 
Kitchen Coordinator Approved 

By CHRIS QUEEN 

With Wendell's annual Old 
Home Day tribute to fun, frivolity 
and food fast approaching, the Wen­
dell Selectboard turned its attention 
to more serious matters at its regu­
lai· meeting on August 13. These 
included energy efficiency, the cost 
of electricity, the spraying of herbi­
cides, and coordination of the new 
town hall kitchen. While food was 
not served at the meeting, frivolity 
was not entirely missing. 

Energy Committee in Action 
Energy committee chair Nan 

Riebschlaeger visited to announce 
that bike racks purchased with 
Green Communities grant money 
will a1Tive soon and be installed by 
the highway depariment. 

She requested that the deadline 
for homeowners to apply for supple­
mental MassSave home improve­
ment subsidies ofup to $750 - also 
supported by the Green Communi­
ties grant secured by her committee 
- be extended to June 30, 2015. 

The board approved this request, 
as it had the Energy Committee's 
proposal last month to hire door-to-

door canvassers to explain the Mass 
Save program and to assist families 
in the application process. 

Riebschlaeger announced that 
high-efficiency light bulbs will be 
installed in town buildings - the li­
brary, senior/community center, and 
town hall - at a cost of $1,375. Se­
lectboai·d member Jeoffi·ey Pooser 
wondered how many Wendellites 
it takes to change a light bulb, but 
Riebschlaeger explained that a li­
censed electrician would be hired to 
do the job. 

Pooser wondered why special 
training would be required for this 
task and proposed that a general 
contractor be hired to save money. 
Riebschlaeger left the room and re­
turned with the welcome news that 
Tom Chaisson, a Wendell contrac­
tor, had agreed to take the job. The 
old bulbs, which were already high­
ly rated for efficiency, will be stored 
as back-ups. 

Roadside Clean-Up, Electric­
ity Review; Kitchen 

A flyer promoting the "Help 
Keep Our Roadsides Clean" con­
test will be posted around town. 
The first drawing for "Win a Bag 
of Bags" will be held on September 

16. It was uncleai· to the reporter 
whether the bags were the means or 
the prize for cleanup activities. 

The Selectboai·d voted to accept 
a 24-month contract with Hamp­
shire County Council of Govern­
ments through National Gr-id to 
purchase electi·icity at 10.86 cents 
per kilowatt hour, a saving over the 
12- and 18-month conti·acts. 

The board also reviewed a map 
of locations at which National GI-id 
will spray herbicides neai· its poles 
between August 18 and September 
31. A discussion of environmental 
safety concluded that the dangers 
did not outweigh the benefits. 

Local chef Eric Newman visited 
the Selectboai·d to discuss his pro­
posal to become unpaid Kitchen 
Coordinator for the town. The new 
town kitchen, which occupies space 
behind the performance stage in the 
town hall, is slated for completion 
this fall. 

It will feature professional appli­
ances and storage and layout condu­
cive to multi-purpose use. In addi­
tion to refreshments and meals for 
community gather-ings, the kitchen 
may also be used for cooking class­
es and demonsti·ations, preparation 

Newman affirmed that the kitch­
en will need to be certified by local 
and state health depaitments and 
that costs incurred by community 
members or groups sharing the fa­
cility will be borne by the users. 
User guidelines and checklists will 
need to be drawn up, and sign-up 
procedures and schedules will need 
to be drafted and implemented to 
meet the needs of diverse users. 

Newman has toured the Franklin 
County Community Development 
Corporation food production facil­
ity in Gi·eenfield to learn how they 
work with local farms to produce 
value-added faim products. "They 
are interested in shai'ing their model 
and information with other local or­
ganizations, and will be a valuable 
resource," he wrote in his proposal 
to the boai·d. 

Wendell chef Myron Becker, a 
member of the Wendell Kitchen 
Committee, attended the board 
meeting to vouch for Eric New­
man's qualifications for the coordi­
nator position. 

The boai·d thanked Newman 
for his foresight and initiative, ap­
proved of creating the position of 
kitchen coordinator, and signed an 
appointment slip for Newman to be-

Post Office Update 
Wendell town counsel advised 

the selectboard that there is no legal 
recourse to the town in the event that 
the United States Postal Service acts 
to reduce service hours at the Wen­
dell post office or to ti·ansfer Wen­
dell Postmaster Charlie O'Dowd to 
another assignment. 

Chris Queen reported that a citi­
zen's committee continues to work 
with state and national representa­
tives to lobby for preservation of full 
service and our poshnaster's tenure 
as a longtime and beloved public 
servant and community member. 

Other Business 
In other business, town coordi­

nator Nancy Aldi-ich reported that 
Bo1Tego Solai· had wr-itten to the 
town indicating diininished interest 
in leasing property on West St. for 
the installation of a solar faim. 

Police Chief Ed Chase was no­
tified that the Berkshires to Boston 
Bicycle Tour will be coming through 
Wendell on September 19 and plans 
to stop at the Counhy Store for re­
freshments. 

The Town Wai1'ant for Septem­
ber 19 was signed by the select­
boai·d and plans for special awards 
to be presented at Old Home Day 
were reviewed. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

ORECISION 
_L./ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

Emu For Grilling 
Wed. & Thurs. 12-Spm 

Ground Emu: $9.00 lb 
"' Fan Filet Steaks: $16.00 lb 

Songline Emu Farm 
66 French King Hwy, Gill MA 01354 413 863-2700 
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C H E V R O L E T 

54 MAJI-.-STREEI' 
GAEENFIW>, MA 01301 

KIM SPAULDING 
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FAx (413) n4-5746 
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Free Checking! ~- •• 
Free Cash! Free Gi~! 
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www.greenfieldsavings.com 
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~ Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodehng Contractor 

Hlot.\01 CPllulosP lnsul,11·jcm • Air~Paling • l:!nMgy Audits 
RPpl~cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Rep;:iirs • Spray Po,tm Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1obb:m::moddi1ig@811tnil,co111 
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Turners Falls Road Cleanup 
This Saturday, August 30 

GREENFIELD - Want 
to help make Turners Falls 
Road safer for bicyclists 
and pedestrians? The newly 
formed Greenfield Area Bi­
cycle Coalition invites inter­
ested volunteers to join them 
on Saturday, August 30, be­
tween 10 am. and 2 p.m. 

Volunteers will clip back 
brush, pick up trash, and 
sweep gravel off the shoul­
ders to make walking and 
bicycling safer on this busy 
link between Greenfield and 
Tumers Falls. 

Tumers Falls Road is 
a major connector for all 
modes of travel between 
downtown Turners Falls and 
Greenfield; however, the 
shoulders are nairnw, cai·s 
travel fast, and brush and de­
bris make traveling along the 
shoulder for pedestriai1s and 
bicyclists dangerous. 

The Greenfield DPW is 
aware of the brush issue, but 
due to the steep tell'ain, does 
not always have access to 
equipment to mow along the 
road. 

Recently there has been a 
flm1y of activity to bring at-

tention to the safety issues on 
Tw11ers Falls Road. In Jm1e 
accessibility advocate San­
dra Facto of Turners Falls 
led a walk along the road to 
highlight the need for a side­
walk. 

The Town of Greenfield 
and the Frailklin Regional 
Council of Governments ai·e 
exploring options to fund 
improvements to better ac­
commodate bicycles and pe­
destrians on this road. 

"Although there are many 
fantastic bicycle routes all 
around Frailklin County and 
within the Greenfield area, 
there ai·e limited options for 
bicycling into town from the 
north," said Alden Booth, co­
owner of the People's Pint 
and member of the Green­
field Area Bicycle Coalition. 

"This is why it's so impor­
tant to do whatever we can to 
make this busy road safe for 
cyclists. Our work on Sat­
urday is just the beginning 
but it will help to increase 
the visibility of cyclists and 
pedestrians alike and make 
it easier for motorists to pass 
them safely." 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS. MA 

773·7910 

1umers 111/6 fiizm 1/ouse 

The Greenfield Area Bi­
cycle Coalition is a group 
of local bicyclists who aim 
to make bicycling safer and 
more enjoyable for trans­
portation and recreation in 
Greenfield and the smwund­
ing area, through improved 
bicycling infrastructure and 
education. 

The bicycle committee is 
collaborating with the Green­
field Police for the Saturday 
roadside clean-up, and the 
Greenfield DPW is provid­
ing reflective safety vests. 

Parking is available at the 
Frarlklin Comity Regional 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority pai·king lot, across 
from Southworth Paper on 
the island after the bridge, 
and volunteers ai·e encour­
aged to bring their own work 
gloves, clippers, brooms, or 
weedwackers. 

For more information 
about the clean-up day and 
the Greenfield Area Bicycle 
Coalition, contact Alden 
Booth, alden.booth@gmail. 
com, or by phone at (413) 
824-8320. 

Peg Bridges 
stands in front 
of the fabulous 
quilt created by 
Carla Blood. 
The quilt 111as 

mf!led off 

The youngest 
of the Ja'Duke 
dancers petfarm 
on S aturdtry on 

the common. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK 
(12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Titrners Falls area for 40 Years 

WE KNOW 
EQUITY LOANS 

Dm,e Argy, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

vvww.turnarsfallsplzza.corn 
119 Avenue A, b'ners Fans ♦:♦ (413) 863-8000 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska 's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street • PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
' EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM 
I 

G~EAT FALLS HA~VEST 
fresh • local • creative 

TH I\.E E-1:! 0 VI\. 8E 

THVIl8I>AY8 + $2.S 

MVII>A..Y EitVJr~H 

I0:30 A.M. TO .2 F.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 • 9pm 

Sunday I 0:30 • 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

86.1-002.1 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 

you know us Missy Tetreault, Kate Sevoian, Maggie Smith, Chris Eugin, Melissa Hager, 
Stacey Pinardi, Kellie Nicholas, Ann Luippold, Karen Wasielewski, Stacy Richardson 

176 Avenue A 
Turners Falls 

GreenDeld 
Co-operativ 

Bank 
A Great Financial Partner 

right next to the Post Office 

413 512-5012 U 
MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

(El 
EQIJAl 

HOUSl~S 
LENDER 

es ocalBan • 
Serving Home Grown 

Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 



PEOPLE ARTS HISTORY SPORTS EVENTS SENIOR NEWS PUZZLES CRIME FUN 

YEAR 12-NO. 41 Bl 
EDITOR@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG OF THE l.VIONTAGUE REPORTER AUGUST 28, 2014 

Here's the way it was on 
August 26, 1914: Ne-.-vs from 
the Turners Falls Reporter :S 
archives, 100 years ago this week. 

Harold LaPointe Killed 
Hat·old LaPointe of Canada 

Hill, the 18-yeai·-old son of John 
LaPointe, died Sunday afternoon as 
a result of injmies received while 
at work for the Holbrook, Cabot & 
Rollins Co. on a steam hoist neai· 
tlie catial bridge. In some way he 
was hit and cmshed by the crane of 
tlie hoist. He was taken at once to 
tlie FaITen Hospital, where he died 
sh01tly after at11val. 

A great matiy onlookers who 
were watching the always interest­
ing operations at the canal saw the 
accident, but the accounts vaiy as to 
exactly how it happened. 

The unfo1tunate accident has 
brought profound soITow to the 
hosts of fi-iends of the young mati 
and his pat·ents. The deceased was 
an uncommonly lovable boy, and 
a great fav011te with his fellow 
workers. He was always sunny and 
goodnatmed, never had a grouch 
about atiything or anybody, and was 
always ready and willing to help 
others. 

Although he was so young, he 

the teITific and unexpected bolt 
Thmsday did considerable damage 
and shattered nerves where it did 
nothing worse. 

Thmsday night, sh01tly before 
nine o'clock, a single severe bolt 
stattled the whole town. It blew out 
two transfo1mers of the Franklin 
Electric Light Co. with a deafening 
repo1t. 

The bolt is repo1ted to have 
stmck back of the Lyric Theatre. All 
the lights on that circuit were put 
out; and an emb1yo panic staited 
at the Lyric, tliere being a general 
movement for the doors. 

Fortunately, the audience was 
speedily calmed down, and quietly 
dispersed, although some of the la­
dies are said to have fainted with 
fright. 

In Millers Falls, on Friday af­
ternoon, M. M. Connors' house on 
High Street was shuck by lightning 
dming the shower. The chimney 
was badly shattered and the roof 
ripped off in several places. 

Be1tram Crouse, who was asleep 
in the house, was tlirown from the 
bed to the floor by the force of the 
shock. 

E&'D"'V' "1"JEIDEJ L.&. "rEl&Ti 

HONEST HOUSEHOLD RANGE 

Falls for 44 years, and was widely 
known. 

He was a native of Werden, Sax­
ony, Ge1many, atid came to Tmners 
Falls in 1871, which had been his 
home ever since. Until a few yeat-s 
ago, when he retired on account of 
ill health, he had been continuously 
employed in the John Russell Cut­
lery Co. works, most of the time as 
shipping clerk. 

Taxes Not So High 
The tax rate for the Town of 

Montague will be $17.80 on $1000 
this yeai·, which is eighty cents less 
than in 1913, when the rate was 
$18.60. The fire dist:I-ict tax will be 
$2.40 011 $1000. 

Local Matters 
Clat·ence A. Flagg of Central 

Sti·eet has an apple ti·ee that is in 
blossom, this being the third time 
this season that the ti·ee has blos­
somed. Besides tlie blossoms, the 
tree is beat·ing many apples. 

The Tmnern Falls Milita1y band 
will give the last of the se11es of 
open air conceits from the Av­
enue A batidstaiid Friday evening. 
Mrs. Peter Boudo of L Sti·eet is at 
the FaITen Hospital, ill witli an at­
tack of bronchial pneumonia. 

was built on a big scale and did a a 
man's work. He had been employed g 

Oa~uteed. to 
Bo4tllle&IJOC 
.n ~w .• -.rit.b ... 
0116" baati:ng o.r 
thtoior ia ill• 
Otf.n. 

Thomas Sewell of L Sti·eet and 
his sister, Miss Elizabeth Sewell, 
botli of the REPORTER office, 
at·e spending their vacation in New 
York City. 

on the const:Iuction work wider the ~ . i Bates Rogers Co., and thereafter en­
tered the employ of the Holbrook, 
Cabot & Rollins Co. He had worked 
in various capacities and took an 
immense interest in his work in par­
ticular, and in the constmction work 
in general. 

Automobiles in Collision 
A towing car from the Parsons 

garage in Northampton, in charge 
of a professional driver and dem­
onstrator, containing also a pro­
spective buyer, Anthony Wysocki 
of South Deerfield, was passing 
along the Montague City Road go­
ing south, in front of the residence 
of Selectman M. J. Carey, when the 
Greenfield buss of Charles Voetsch 
came bowling along out ofN Street, 
and keeping on the wrong side of 
the road, ran into the toming car 
with a crash. 

Mr. Wysocki was thrown out 
and sustained several bmises, and 
both cars were considerably bat­
tered up, the lighter car, which was 
brand new, getting the worst of the 
impact. 

Scores of people were on the 
scene instantly, and the accident 
was witnessed by quite a few peo­
ple. Lawyers and interested patties 
were quickly on the scene to secme 
tlie stories of eye witnesses in an 
eff01t to place the blame where it 
belongs. Patties in interest of comse 
tell different stories, and the disin­
terested spectators will be relied on 
to tell the sto1y just as it was. 

There is a wide public sentiment 
abroad that something should be 
done to lessen tlie increasing num­
ber of accidents from motor vehicles 
on the public streets, and stricter 
regulation of speed, a better knowl­
edge of the mies of tlie road, and a 
better observation of the rights of 
other users of the public highways 
will soon be insisted upon by all of 
tlie public. 

Severe Electrical Stonns 
The heavy tlmnder sto1ms which 

have passed over this village this 
smnmer have been record breakers 
and will long be remembered by all 
tliose who lived through them. 

The st01m Friday afternoon and 
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District Court 
George lngall, a resident of the 

poor house, sti·ayed away from 
peace and plenty last week and got 
diunk. He was sent up to jail for a 
couple of weeks for a change of diet 
at the comity expense. 

John Moore misjudged his ca­
pacity to hold a liquid cat·go, and got 
into tlie lock-up to sober off. A five 
dollar fine was the freight charge. 

Antonin Stone, who lives on 
the Mo1mon Hollow Road from 
Wendell to Eiving, was before the 
dist:I-ict comt at Orange Monday, 
charged with selling intoxicating li­
quor without a license and keeping 
a house of nuisance. 

His place was raided Sunday and 
a half keg of beer and some hat·d ci­
der was taken. The case was contin­
ued mitil next Monday, atid Stone 
was released upon tlie payment of 
$ I 00 for his reappearance. 

Labor Dav Ball Game 
The management of the White 

Coal team have, at quite a lat·ge ex­
pense, seemed the Mccallum Ho­
siery team to play here Labor Day 
in the place of Orange, who were 
obliged to play in Atliol. 

The McCallmn Hosiery has al­
ready played in Tm1iers Falls this 
season, but the team is well w01th 
a second appearance, as they play a 
ve1y fine, fast game, and it should 
be a game which will be appreci­
ated by all. 

Death of Charles E. Bankwitz 

Fred Rau, son of Ch11stian Rau of 
Centi·al Sti·eet, will enter Dattmouth 
College tllis fall. He has resigned 
Iris position at tlie Camey store, 
atid llis brother, Jacob Rau, who has 
been employed by the Mille1-s Falls 
Compatiy, will take his place. 

Rau, who is a graduate of the 
Tmne1-s Falls high school, has been 
prominent in all bratiches of athlet­
ics, especially in basket ball. 

Recipe: Cucumber Flitters 
Peel and grate a number of lat·ge 

cucumbers, press out all the juice 
from the pulp, and measme. To 
each pint allow one tablespoonful 
of melted butter, three tablespoon­
fuls of cream, two eggs, salt and 
pepper to taste, and one-half cupful 
of sifted flow-with a teaspoonful of 
baking powder added. 

Beat well and drop by spoonfuls 
into smoking hot fat. Drain on pa­
per atid se1ve hot. 

Librarv Notes 
Among the A & C Black books 

recently pm-chased by the Libraiy 
Tmstees are the following: N01way, 
Banks of the Nile, Tibet & Nepal, In­
dia, Rome, Russia, Holland, Japan, 
The English Lakes, South Ame11ca, 
The Dolomites (Switzerlatid). 

All of these books are ve1y en­
te1tainingly w11tten and beautifully 
illusti·ated, and will be mmsually in­
teresting reading at this time, when 
all Europe is at war. 

Girdles That Ar~ Popular lust Now 

Anotlier old resident of Tm1iers -
Falls has passed on, by tlie death of 
Chat-Ies E. Bankwitz, who died at 
his home on Third Sti·eet, Wednes­
day niglit, after a long illness. He 
had been a resident of Tm1iers 

THEATER REVIEW 

BUG at the Shea: 
Creepy, Powerful 

ByELLEN 
BLANCHETTE 

TURNERS FALLS -
The Ghost Light Theater 
production of BUG written 
by Tracy Letts, directed by 
Kevin Tracy, and produced 
by Kim Ove1tree with two 
full weekends at the Shea The­
ater, completed a ve1y successful 
nm this Sunday, August 24. 

With a name like "BUG" you 
can't help but think of all those 
creepy movies with giant insects, 
spiders and such. And yes, this 
show is creepy and dark and sca1y. 

But unlike film, which requires 
a kind of realism even with special 
effects, theater, on the other hand, 
is created with magic and illusion. 
It's so much more immediate, in­
timate, and is a creation of those 
who offer it and those who watch. 

It's a joint venture, and yow­
assumptions wllile you watch at·e 
confounded by the actors who cre­
ate the illusion, tricking you into 
looking one way while the game is 

BLANCHETTE PHOTO 

Colin Allen as Peter, and Tijfa,ry 
Rae Whitfill as Agnes, in BUG. 

going in the other direction. 
BUG sta1ts slowly and quietly 

with Agnes (played by Tiffany Rae 
Whitfill) a good hea1ted down and 
out woman "hosting" her going­
nowhere men-folk who just hap­
pen to di·op by. 

Fi1-st comes Goss, her ex-con 
ex-husband (played by Shaun 
O'Keefe) who is looking to have 
some fun with Agnes who put him 
in jail for hying to kill her. And 
then Peter (played by Colin Allen) 
aITives, who seems nice if some­
what strange. He stops in with Ag­
nes' lesbian foend, R.C. (played 
by Chi-is tine Voytko) on the way to 
a pa1ty. He's shy but he decides to 
skip the party and stay. And stay. 

see BUG page B4 

Champs Return to the Gridiron 

Warming Up: Turners and Franklin Tech held a scrimmage on Saturday. 

By MATT ROBINSON 

TURNERS FALLS - The 
reig11ing Western Mass Division 
6 champions took the field against 
crosstown rivals Franklin Tech on 
Satmday August 23. But the Turn­
ers Falls Football Indians, who 
finished IO and 3 last season, have 
some holes to fill. 

"We lost some impo1tant play­
ers from last year: Malcolm Smith, 
Brody Mat·kol, Melvin Moreno, 
and Sam Danford," Coach Chris 
Lapointe said after the scrimmage. 

And what does Coach Lapointe 
like about his 2014 squad? "We 

return a strong line and Trent Bor­
beau at mnning back, along with 
Jalen Sanders," he explained. 

One of the biggest questions 
facing the Tribe this season is ... 
Who will be the staiting qua1ter­
back? Three different players took 
snaps in the sc11mmage and each 
one looked good in his own way. 
"We are exploring several differ­
ent options for QB and nothing has 
been finalized as of yet," Coach 
Lapointe explained. 

Satmday's sc11mmage, like any 
pre-season game, had its share of 
misassignments and di·opped pass-

see CHAMPS page B4 

A basset hound samples some tasry scrambled eggs at Mutts & Mimosas, a 
fundraiser for the Dakin Pioneer Va/fry Humane Sociery, which took place on 

Sunday at the Quonquont Farm and Orchards in Whate!J. Approximate!) 175 
people and 50 dogs attended the brunch, which ran from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The event was catered by Seth Mias Catering, with live music provided by Banish 
Misfortune. The event was sponsored by Five Star Building Corp., Gage-Wilry 

Investment Securities, Quonquont Farm & Orchards, Walter} Propane and 
EliZflbeth Collins & Brian Banks. A silent auction and raffle was held for 

several prizes donated from local and statewide organiZfltions. 
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Pet of the Week 

NARY 

Do you like to snuggle and cud­
dle? Well so do I! I'm a real people 
dog. I like to be arom1d folks who 
will pet me forever. 

I may be barking a bit at you 
in my kennel, it's only because in 
here, I feel a bit stressed. 

If you take me out, you will see 
what a different dog I can be. 

I was housetrained in my previ­
ous home, so that's a plus! 

I can be playful when you want 
me to be, especially if it involves a 
ball or squeaky toy. 

If you'd like to know more 
about me, or even better, take me 
for a walk and meet me in person, 
ask a staff person about me! 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Val­
ley Humane Society at (413) 548-
9898 or at info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
September I through 5 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen­

te1; 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at Noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 am. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of­
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do­
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Supre­
nant. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Mes­
sages can be left on our machine 
when the center is closed. 

Monday 9/1 
Closed Labor Day 
Tuesday 9/2 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga (new 
time) 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting 
Wednesday 9/3 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday 9/4 
9 a.m. No Tai Chi 
10:30 a.m. Brown Bag & Snap 
Applications 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 9/5 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Aerobics 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lock es Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Ervingside, is open Mon­
day through Friday from 8:30 am. 
to 2:30 p.m. for activities and con­
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal information and 
reservations. 

For info1mation, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop­
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call the Center to confum ac­
tivities, schedule a ride, or find out 
when is the next blood pressure 
clinic. 

Monday9/1 
Closed Labor Day 
Tuesday 9/2 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
8/19: 10 am. Dance Fitness 
12:30 pm. Painting 
Wednesday 9/3 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
9:30 a.m. Blood Pressure 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thursday 9/4 
8:15 a.m. Foot Clinic 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
Noon Cards 
Friday 9/5 
9 am. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 
Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednes­
day for a reservation. 
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LYNN PELLAND PHOTOS 

In response to a challenge 1!J Montal!'e Center resident Misty Lyons, the Montague Center 
Fire Department hosted an ALS "ice bucket challenge" on August 21 at the ftre station. 

The fundraising event was a great success and er!fqyed 1!J all. 

The ice bucket challenge, which has gone viral this summer on the internet, promotes awareness of the disease 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, sometimes kno111n as Lou Gehrig's disease, and promote fundraisingjor research 

and advocary groups including the ALS Association, Projed ALS and the ALS Therapy Development 
Institute. So Jar this summer it has raised over $90 million far those organizations. 

z 
0 

~ 
Iii 
:, 
..J 
d 
z 
~ 
a:: :s 
< 
(.) 

ill 
w --, 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. Are vitamins worth taking? 

It's ve1y important to talk with 
your doctor before you take any vi­
tamin and mineral pills, especially 
if you take prescription medicines, 
have any health problems or are el­
derly. Taking too much of a vitamin 
or mineral can cause problems with 
some medical tests or inte1fere with 
dmgs you're taking. 

Vitamins and minerals are "mi­
cronutrients" your body needs in 
small but steady amounts. Your body 
can't make most micronutrients, so 
you must get them elsewhere. 

Vitamins are natural substances 
fom1d in plants and animals. There 
are two types of vitamins: water­
soluble and fat-soluble. 

Water-soluble vitamins are eas­
ily absorbed by your body. Unlike 
fat-soluble vitamins, they don't 
have to be absorbed using bile ac­
ids (fluids used to digest fats). Your 
body doesn't store large amounts of 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Vitatnins: Worth It? 
water-soluble vitamins. The water­
soluble vitamins you don't need are 
removed by your kidneys and come 
out in your urine 

Your body has to use bile acids to 
absorb fat-soluble vitamins. Once 
these vitamins are absorbed, your 
body stores them in body fat. When 
you need them, your body takes 
them out of storage to be used. 

Here are some water-soluble vi­
tamins: Vitamin C, biotin and the 
seven B vitamins - thiamin (B-1), 
riboflavin (B-2), niacin (B-3), pan­
tothenic acid (B-5), pyridoxine (B-
6), folic acid (B-9) and cobalamin 
(B-12). Here are some fat-soluble 
vitamins: A, D, E or K. 

Minerals come from the eaith 
or from water. Plants and animals 
absorb them to get nutrients. The 
"major minerals" are calcium, phos­
phorus, magnesimn, sodium, potas­
simn, sulfur and chloride. They are 
considered major minerals because 
adults need them in lai·ge amom1ts. 

The "trace minerals" are chro­
mium, copper, fluoride, iodine, iron, 
manganese, molybdenmn, selenimn 
and zinc. Your body needs them in 
smaller amounts. 

It would be hai·d to "overdose" 
on vitamins or minerals that you get 
from the foods you eat. But if you 
take supplements, you can easily 
take too much. This is even more 
of a risk if you take fat-soluble vi­
tamins. 

Whole foods are your best sourc­
es of vitamins and 1ninerals. They 
offer three main benefits over sup­
plements: 

1. They contain a variety of the 
micronutrients your body needs. 
An orange, for example, provides 
vitamin C but also beta carotene, 
calcimn and other nutrients. A vi­
tamin C supplement lacks these 
other micronutrients. 

2. They provide dietaiy fiber, which 
is impo1tant for digestion and can 
help prevent ce1tain diseases such 
as cancer, diabetes and hea1t dis­
ease. Adequate fiber intake can 
also help prevent constipation. 

3. They contain other substances 
such as antioxidants which slow 
down the natural process that leads 
to cell and tissue damage. 

If you depend on supplements 
rather than eating a variety of whole 
foods, you miss the potential ben­
efits of these substances. 

For some people, including those 
on restrictive diets, multivitamin­
mineral supplements can provide 
vitamins and minerals that their 
diets often don't. Older people and 
pregnant women have altered nutri­
ent needs and may also benefit from 
a supplement. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org. 
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Penelope, the children '.s librarian, 
with all her charms on display in ... 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

I turned away. 
On the mantelpiece lay an as­

sortment of little clay figures: a 
manger scene with scattered sheep, 
goats, a mournful donkey, the tra­
ditional shepherd leaning on his 
crook, his wife beside him, kneel­
ing. 

"I'm not insensitive to your 
charms," I said to Penelope. I 
picked up a little lamb and mov­
ing it closer to the others. "Do you 
keep this up all winter?" 

I could feel her hands toying 
with my belt, tugging at my shirt­
tails. 

"Where's the baby Jesus?" I 
asked. 

"There is no baby Jesus," she 
said petulantly. "This tableau 
comes from a far more ancient era." 
She reached around me. "See? This 
poor shepherd has enough at hand 
to keep him busy." 

I picked up the little lamb again, 
and his round eyes looked into mine 
with an expression so sonowful I 
suddenly felt like crying. 

"These sheep look miserable." 
"Oh, pshaw." Penelope waved 

her hand at the clay figurines on the 
mantel. "Don't anthropomorphize. 
Men are always imagining animals 
have feelings like their own." 

She wound her arms around my 
waist. "Just like the gods dream 
that men have aspects of divinity 
tucked somewhere deep vinside 
their little souls ... Wisdom. Fore­
sight. Benevolence. Come now. 
They're only sheep." 

Penelope leaned over and blew 
a kiss at her menagerie. I heard 
a sighing sound as of discordant 
bells, a hollow hopeless bleating. 

"Where are the kids today?" 
"Oh ... probably outside playing 

in the snow." 
Penelope laughed and moved 

over to her loom. I followed. 
She gestured with an open hand 

for me to inspect her work - a pas­
toral scene of willow trees in win­
ter, ice blue water nymphs loung­
ing half clothed by the frozen river, 
a herd of pigs. I found it intricately 
detailed and realistic, as far as it 
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went. 
"That's gorgeous, Penelope. 

I've never seen work so fine. You 
should finish it." 

"Oh, la." Her fingers were play­
ing in my hair again. "Finish it? 
Never. That would spoil the fun." 

The electric light slipped and 
sparkled on the delicate woven 
forms. 

"I admire your handiwork." 
"You admire my handmaidens, 

I think. They're very playful." Her 
fingernails tickled the back of my 
neck. "Won't you come and play 
with us, sometime, my handsome 
rain?" 

"Sometime, Penelope, someday 
soon, I'd love to." 

"How about tonight?" 
"Really, I would. Soon. You live 

neai·by, don't you?" 
"Oh, yes, quite near." She 

laughed and raised her hands above 
her head, wrists crossed, and spun 
round slowly, flai·ing the hem of 
her gown. 

She gazed at me fixedly even as 
she spun, creating an uncanny il­
lusion. I stepped backwai·d toward 
the door. 

She stopped and pointed through 
the wall. "Just up the hill," she said. 
"Just there. Through the woods. 
You'll see. 

"My house is old, the door is oak, 
the floors inlaid with solid gold, the 
walls ai·e hung with mirrnred glass, 
the bed all draped in silk damask. 
You' II find me there, and all you 
want, and more, just ask." 

"Well ... that's very kind of you. 
You're just ... too much. A fellow 
would really have to ... " I backed 
into a small table. " ... keep his wits 
about him ifhe ever wanted to play 
with you." 

I felt the doorknob pressing into 
the small of my back. "But just 
now ... I have to go." 

Penelope stamped her foot and 
turned in a circle. Her blue gown 
swirled ai·ound her, her roped blond 
tresses, her headdress a waterfall of 
crystal. I let myself out into the hall 
and closed the door behind me. 

Continued next issue. 
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Chickens In Road Raise Legal, Ethical Questions 
Monday, 8/11 

1 :06 a.m. Report of cus­
tomers threatening bar­
tender at Between the Up­
rights; one male customer 
threatened to wait for bar­
tender outside when she 
left. Responding officer 
remained in area until em­
ployees left for the night; 
unable to locate suspects. 
9: 11 a.m. Caller reported 
that a nearly full bottle of 
Oxycodone ( approximate­
ly 107 pills) had been sto­
len from his truck. Report 
taken. Caller advised of 
better/ safer methods of 
storing his medication. 
11:57 a.m. Caller reports 
that the injured bear that 
has been sighted over the 
past few weeks was just 
seen near his residence 
on Walnut Street. Caller 
speculated that the bear 
may be heading toward an 
area where he could easily 
access the stream. Caller 
advised of the usual pre­
cautions. 
6:·'l<l p.m. Caller reports 
that there were two foxes 
at his neighbor's chicken 
coop. Responding officer 
was unable to locate any 
chickens; unsure if the fox 
took them. Investigated. 
6:1<8 p.m. Caller driving on 
Hatchery Road observed 
a "pile of rubble" on fire. 
State Police and MCFD 
notified. Officer confirmed 
what appeared to be a 
brush fire near the road. 
Fire extinguished. 
8:07 p.m. Disturbance at 
Food City. Area checked; 
unable to locate subject, 
who had been threatening 
employees and patrons. 
Tuesday, 8/12 

8:1<5 a.m. Report that an 
injured bear just walked 
through the parking lot 
at Connecticut River In­
ternists/Freedom Credit 
Union. Two more callers 
reported seeing the bear 
on Montague City Road. 
Contacted Environmental 
Police and Fish and Wild­
life, who advised that un­
less/ until the bear starts 
getting into houses, it is 
best to leave it alone and 
advise the public of the 
usual precautions. 
3:30 p.m. Caller requesting 
to speak to an officer re­
garding the bears hanging 
around in the area and "al­
most" attacking his dogs. 
Caller stated he would 
start shooting the bears. 
Wednesday, 8/13 

1:19 a.m. Party from Sec­
ond Street removed to hos­
pital. 
1:1<6 p.m. First of several 
reports of flooding around 
town in locations includ­
ing Thomas Memorial 
Country Club, Montague 
City Road, Old Sunderland 

Road, Marshall Street, and 
Highland Street. 
3:20 p.m. Vehicle vs. pole 
at Montague City Road 
and Turnpike Road. Pole 
snapped at base. TFFD, 
ambulance, and WMECO 
notified. Road reopened at 
6:52 p.m. 
5:21< p.m. Report of an as­
sault at Millers Pub. Inves­
tigated. 
7:22 p.m. Officer observed 
one party with an open 
container and one about 
to open a beer on L Street. 
First beer was disposed of; 
parties advised of open 
container laws. 
Thursday, 8/14 

1 :21< a.m. Caller from 
Bridge Street reported 
that someone just tried to 
break into her living room 
window. Caller provided 
description of suspect. 
Unable to locate. 
11:27 a.m. Report of 20-30 
sheep in Old Sunderland 
Road. Officer and neighbor 
were able to get sheep back 
where they belong. 
12:27 p.m. Report of a 
sick-looking fox lying in 
the caller's backyard. A 
few minutes later, caller 
advised that the fox had 
gone back into the woods. 
Friday, 8/15 

10:1<0 a.m. Caller reports 
that she was almost struck 
by a green pickup truck 
in the crosswalk near the 
Turners Falls Post Office. 
Vehicle description pro­
vided; officer advised. 
1 :21< p.m. Report of a sub­
ject screaming vulgar and 
offensive things from his 
back porch on G Street 
since 8:30 a.m. Officers 
made contact with subject 
and advised him regarding 
this behavior. 
2:51 p.m. Smoke reported 
in a house on G Street; 
neighbor claimed he had 
left something unattended 
on the stove and that it 
was "all set." TFFD noti­
fied; ventilated building. 
6:28 p.m. Female taken 
into protective custody af­
ter falling face first across 
from Carroll's Market. 
Saturday, 8/16 

9:29 a.m. Walk-in report 
of a female wearing a blue 
or black poll-a-dotted dress 
who appeared to be abus­
ing a cat near Third Street 
and Avenue A. Area search 
negative. 
9:1<6 a.m. Complaint of a 
barking dog on Carlisle 
Avenue. Officer spoke with 
dog's owner, who blamed 
the other dogs in the 
neighborhood for his dog's 
behavior. Owner advised. 
Owner, in turn, had a con­
cern over the location of 
a boat. Boat owner spoken 
to; agreed to move boat. 
10:22 a.m. Car into pole 

on Turners Falls Road. 
Operator refused medical 
attention. MCFD, TFFD, 
and WMECO advised. 
12:57 p.m. Report of sev­
eral females involved in a 
verbal and physical alter­
cation outside the salon 
on Fifth Street. One went 
under the hood of a vehi­
cle and began ripping out 
parts. One of the parties 
later called with more in­
formation. Officer request­
ed Medcare and TFFD for 
a female having a seizure 
in front of A Turning 
Point. Patient transported. 
Parties advised of their 
options. 
12:57 p.m. Caller from Av­
enue A reports that she 
found her apartment door 
open this morning and that 
her purse, which contained 
a sum of cash, was stolen. 
Report taken. 
2:08 p.m. Report that a pa­
tron's vehicle was broken 
into at the Bookmill and a 
laptop was stolen. Report 
taken. 
2:53 p.m. Stove fire on Park 
Villa Drive. TFFD noti­
fied. Fire knocked down. 
1<:1<3 p.m. Caller reports 
arriving home to find a 
window smashed on their 
vehicle. Officer spoke to 
caller and vehicle owner 
and advised them of their 
options. 
10:1<6 p.m. Caller com­
plained of "loud drunkards 
on the common." Officer 
located a group playing 
volleyball on Main Street 
who might have been the 
source of the noise. Par­
ties advised of complaint 
and asked to keep it down. 
Sunday, 8/1'7 

1 :1<8 a.m. Caller from Mill­
ers Pub reports that a fe­
male came into the bar who 
had just been assaulted by 
another female; has obvi­
ous injuries to the mouth 
and may be missing sever­
al teeth. Victim, who was 
highly intoxicated, refused 
medical care. Suspect spo­
ken to and given options. 
9: 16 a.m. Bracelet reported 
stolen from a residence on 
Coolidge Avenue. Report 
taken. 
12:1<6 p.m. Cell phone re­
ported stolen from a table 
at the Rendezvous. Report 
taken. 
1<:28 p.m. Caller reports 
a fox in his backyard that 
won't leave; can't tell if it's 
a young fox or not, but it 
looks mangy. Officers ad­
vised; fox gone on arrival. 
Caller stated that the fox 
actually looked 01{ once 
he got a better look. 
5: 11< p.m. Yellow Tonka 
toddler bike with train­
ing wheels reported stolen 
from front yard on Millers 
Falls Road. 

9:50 p.m. Caller reports 
that there is a bat in her 
house and that she has 
locked herself in the up­
stairs bathroom. Officer 
and animal control ad­
vised. Bat removed. 
10:08 p.m. Three calls re­
porting females fighting in 
the parking lot behind the 
Rectory Church in Millers 
Falls. Involved parties spo­
ken with. Investigated. 
Monday, 8/18 

11 :1<0 a.m. Report of a 
child under the age of 3 
unattended on the side of 
Montague City Road. Of­
ficer spoke with day care 
provider, who stated that 
she turned around for a 
minute to tend to a child 
who fell off the play struc­
ture in her yard when the 
other child ran off toward 
the road. DCF called ad­
vising that they are look­
ing into this incident. In­
vestigator from Daycare 
Licensing came to station 
and spoke with sergeant. 
Tuesday, 8/19 

12:32 p.m. Report of a fe­
male screaming obsceni­
ties from her apartment 
on Fourth Street. Officer 
advised quiet upon arrival. 
Party was advised to keep 
it down. 
3: 18 p.m. Caller reports 
that toward the back right 
of the cemetery on Turn­
ers Falls Road, there is 
what appears to be a fox 
running around; the ani­
mal has some type of in­
jury and appears to be 
"biting itself." Unable to 
locate. 
7:17 p.m. Domestic inci­
dent on I{ Street; one party 
arrested. 
Wednesday, 8/20 

5:59 a.m. Caller concerned 
about a kitten that is near 
the pumps at F.L. Roberts; 
unsure if it was dumped. 
Responding officer advises 
that this is an older cat, 
appears to be banged up, 
unsure if it is ill. A pass­
erby assisted with moving 
the cat to a safer location. 
Animal control officer 
brought the cat to a local 
veterinarian. 
9:55 a.m. Caller reports 
that her neighbor on 
Fourth Street has been 
screaming and using ob­
scenities in her yard for the 
past 20 minutes. Neighbor 
spoken to; peace restored. 
10:21 a.m. Caller who rents 
the apartment upstairs 
from her mother states 
that her mother and other 
family members came into 
her apartment and started 
moving her belongings 
around, claiming that they 
were trying to help her 
be more organized. Caller 
requests that they be 

see MPD next page 
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BUG from page B 1 

And stay. 
If this sounds like an updated 

version of The Man Who Came to 
Dinner, it isn't. By the end of the 
first act, almost nothing has hap­
pened except Goss has scared Ag­
nes and she has thrown him out. 
We've also learned that Agnes lost 
a young son and Peter was in an 
army hospital for several years. 

There is a lot of coke sn01ting 
and drinking which could make you 
think that's what the play is about, 
but it's just part of the character's 
landscape. 

Long pauses in the dialogue 
make the action slow paced. By 
intermission, some in the audience 
were likely wondering what the 
play was all about. But that was 
the misdirect, lulling us into a false 
sense of security. There was no 
way to know what was coming. 

To say that in the second act 
Peter and Agnes began a descent 
straight to hell would not be an ex­
aggeration. It does start with bugs. 
Are they bedbugs? No. Smaller. 
Peter decides they are aphids. 
Blood-sucking aphids. 

If that doesn't make you won­
der, then you have become too 
used to crazy talk. Sadly, I must 
admit that much of Peter's ravings 
had the ring of familiarity as so 
much of it comes straight from the 
vast collection of paranoid theories 
that many people actually express. 
But he goes way beyond the rav­
ings of Mel Gibson's "Conspiracy 
Theo1y." 

By the final scene of the second 
act Peter has become unrecogniz­
able. His mental and physical state 
are something terrifying to behold. 
All along I kept thinking Agnes 
would wake up, see Peter's insan­
ity for what it was but sadly she 
was right there with him. 

As crazy as it seemed, there was 
a certain logic to it that made it all 
the more te1Tifyingly believable. 
You can't help but feel sympathy 

for Peter and Agnes as they sink 
deeper and deeper into a delusion 
that inevitably leads them to total 
self-destrnction. 

These two actors, Whitfill and 
Allen, are so purely in the moment, 
so believable in what they say and 
do that at no point do you remem­
ber it's not real. You watch in hor­
ror as they spin their theories and 
follow them where they lead. 

In the end Peter and Agnes con­
clude that the bugs are not only 
dangerous to humans but will cause 
the end of humanity if they can't be 
destrnyed. 

All along they have developed 
theories of what will get rid of 
the bugs but never asked for help 
- which of course would have only 
come from a kindly concerned psy­
chiatrist such as Dr. Sweet (played 
by Joe Van Allen) who makes the 
mistake of stopping by to hy to 
get Peter back to the hospital. That 
does not end well for him. 

The final step is the conclu­
sion that Peter makes that he is the 
cause of the bug infestation. He is 
convinced they are inside of him, 
under his skin and he has ti·ied ev­
e1ything he can think of to get rid 
of them but has failed. 

Believing that these bugs threat­
en all of humanity, he comes to the 
tenible conclusion that they must 
be destroyed. For a brief moment, 
as Agnes and Peter pour bottles of 
gasoline over themselves, I thought, 
they're going to bum down the the­
ater. It was that real. 

Seconds later, there was a flash 
of light like an explosion, and what 
looked like flames but at the same 
time, not flames, creating only the 
illusion of fire. While the audience 
got over their shock, they sighed in 
relief as the building was not, actu­
ally on fire. 

It's a funny thing how a fright 
can then exhilarate and bring laugh­
ter, at oneself! think, as you realize 
it wasn't real and nobody died. 

When theater is that real, and 
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Monday, 8/11 

9:30 a.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Mountain Road. 
10:50 a.m. Arrested 

court warrant. 
12:30 p.m. Loose dog, For­
est Street. Animal control 
officer caught same and 
returned to owner. 
6:21< p.m. Report of sickly 
raccoon in area of West 
Main Street. Gone on ar­
rival. 
6:1<5 p.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle, Route 2 at bypass. 
6:1<0 p.m. Took report of 
past vandalism on Maple 
Avenue. 
Tuesday, 8/tz 

6:35 p.m. Assisted motor­
ist on River Street. 
9: 11 p.m. Took report of 
domestic disturbance at 
Mountain Road residence. 
Wednesday, 8/13 

12 noon Took report of 
larceny at Laurel Lake 
campground. Under in­
vestigation. 
2 p.m. Second call of lar­
ceny at Laurel Lake camp-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Abandoned Belongings 
ground. 
6:03 p.m. Tree in roadway, 
Route 2 at Holmes Road. 
Hazard removed. 
7: 18 p.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Northfield Road. 
10:56 p.m. Suspicious ve­
hicles at Box Car. First 
gone on arrival; second 
turned out to be a taxi. 
Thursday, 8/14 

1< p.m. Mutual aid to 
Northfield PD for domes­
tic disturbance. 
9 p.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
Warner Street. 
Friday, 8/15 

11: 15 a.m. Ranger at Lau­
rel Lake called to report 
abandoned belongings. 
1 p.m. l{ept the peace dur­
ing property retrieval on 
Gunn Street. 
Saturday, 8/16 

12: 10 p.m. Abandoned 911 
call from vVeatherheads 
Apartments. Found to be 
two subjects arguing. Ver­
bal only. 
12:30 p.m. Took report 
of motor vehicle crash on 
Route 2 at Semb Drive. 

1:30 p.m. Suspicious per­
son reported on Maple 
Avenue. Subject left area. 
2 p.m. Accidental alarm 
on North Street. 
Sunday, 8/1'7 

8 a.m. Report of crash on 
River Road. Two mail­
boxes destroyed; vehicle 
fled scene. 
2 p.m. Assisted with mo­
tor vehicle lockout on 
Dorsey Road. 
7:1;6 p.m. False alarm at 
French King Restaurant. 
10:30 p.m. False fire alarm 
at Weatherheads Apart­
ments. 
Monday, 8/18 

8:36 a.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
State Road. 
Tuesday, 8/ 19 

3:1;9 p.m. Domestic distur­
bance call on Gunn Street. 
Arrested 19-year-old for 
domestic assault and bat­
tery on a household mem­
ber. 
6:50 p.m. Mutual aid to 
Montague PD for mul­
tiple calls. 
9:58 p.m. Assisted on scene 
of medical emergency on 
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Lester Street. 
Wednesday, 8/zo 
8:21' p.m. Report of driver 
slumped over steering 
wheel at Route 2 bypass. 
Gone on arrival. 
9:55 p.m. Spoke with sus­
picious juveniles at conve­
nience store. They were 
waiting for a ride. 
Thursday, 8/Zl 

3 p.m. Assisted resident 
with civil matter. 
Friday, 8/zz 
8:52 a.m. Tree down on 
Mountain Road. Hazard 
removed. 
1 :1;0 p.m. Disabled motor 
vehicle on French King 
Highway. Not a hazard. 
8 p.m. Assisted with mo­
tor vehicle lockout. 
Saturday, 8/zs 
10:10 a.m. Took report of 
vandalism at High Street 
residence. 
1<:20 p.m. Assisted Mon­
tague PD with a motor­
cycle accident at Route 63 
and Lake Pleasant Road. 
9: 10 p.m. Assisted Gill 
Police with disturbance. 
Peace restored. 

the actors that good, you have to 
stand up and cheer, and the audi­
ence did. 

MONTAGUE MUG RACE: TOP TWELVE TIMES 
As with their last production, 

one can only say that it's too bad 
Ghost Light Theater only gets to do 
this sho1t mn. 

I look fo1ward to their next pro­
duction. Kevin Tracy said they hy 
to find material that is off the beat­
en path, different from what's com­
monly produced in this community. 
They have ce1tainly succeeded in 

that. II 

l. Aaron Stone 31 :47 
2. BenWhitbeck 31 :54 
3. Kim Nedeau 33: 17 

4. Howard Hannah 34:31 
5. Robert Bezio 34:54 

6. Edward Parrot 35: 13 

7. Mark Staples 35:27 
8. Molly Hoyt 35:39 

9. Laure Van Den Broeck 35:55 
l 0. Sohan Tyner 36:26 

11. Christopher Slemp 36:26 
12. Patrick Pezzati 36:55 

ERVING CULTURAL COUNCIL SEEKS PROPOSALS 
The Erving Cultural Council has set an October 15, 2014 deadline for organiza­

tions, schools and individuals to apply for grants that support cultural activities in 
the community. 

According to Council spokesperson Megan Niedzwiedz, these grants can sup­
port a variety of artistic projects and activities in Erving- including exhibits, festivals, 
short-term artist residencies or performances in schools, workshops and lectures. 

MPD from pg B3 

removed. Situation 
mediated. Parties advised 
of options. 
8:1<2 p.m. Report of an as­
sault in the alley between 
Third and Four th Streets. 
Several involved parties 
were uncooperative and 
refused to provide written 
statements. Report taken. 
Thursday, 8/Zl 

arrested 
warrant 
warrant. 

on a straight 
and a default 

10:21 a.m. Caller requests 
that police respond to his 
business (People's Bakery), 
where his son is trying to 
interfere and prevent his 
daughter from receiving 
a delivery. Situation me­
diated; parties advised of 
options. 

8:35 p.m. Caller reports 
that earlier today, she 
was driving her friend's 
father's vehicle over the 
bridges on Canal Road; 
the muffier got hung up 
on part of the bridge that 
is sticking up and was 
ripped off the vehicle. Re­
ferred to an officer. 
11:33 p.m. House report­
ed egged on Sunderland 
Road. Referred to an of­
ficer. 
Friday, 8/zz 
6:03 p.m. Two calls re­
ceived regarding fight on 
Avenue A involving 2-3 
males and 8-10 bystand­
ers; a third caller reported 
seeing "at least 30 people." 
Parties dispersed upon ar­
rival of officers. Most wit­
nesses did not want to get 
involved. 

er; no answer. The new 
owner of the cell phone 
number called back advis­
ing that he does not know 
the owner of the sheep. 
9:1<1< a.m. Caller inquir­
ing whether it is illegal 
to nm over a chicken if 
it is in the road. When 
questioned further, caller 
advised that there is a 
group of chickens in the 
road near the fish hatch­
ery. Caller stated that he 
thought about running 
over one of the chickens 
but decided against it. 
Officer checked area; no 
chickens observed. 

large white-faced hornets' 
nest on the ground near 
Seventh Street and Av­
enue A and states that he 
was chased across Avenue 
A by the hornets. Caller is 
concerned that a child will 
get stung. Officer located 
nest 200 feet up from the 
library and took steps to 
eradicate the problem. 
9:1<3 p.m. Caller reported 
a silver Infinity doing do­
nuts and burning out in 
the area of Bridge Street. 
Vehicle located, but no one 
inside. 
Sunday, 8/Z+ 

2:35 p.m. Party in to sta­
tion to file a missing per­
son report on his daugh­
ter, whom he has not seen 
or heard from in 6 days. 
Daughter entered into na­
tional database as missing 
person. 

The Erving Cultural Council will also entertain funding proposals from schools 
and youth groups through the PASS Program, a ticket subsidy program for school­
aged children. 

The Erving Cultural Council is part of a network of 329 local councils serving all 
351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program is the largest grass­
roots cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands of community­
based projects in the arts, sciences and humanities every year. 

Contact Megan Niedzwiedz, Erving Cultural Council Chairperson, at 413-522-
2447 or megan.niedzwiedz@gmail.com for specific guidelines and information. 
Application forms and more information about the Local Cultural Council Program 
are available on the web at www.mass-cu/ture.orgl/ccpub/ic.asp. Please be sure to 
supply the Cultural Council with 10 (ten) copies of your application. 
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5:08 p.m. Fight in progress 
on Park Street. Summons 
issued. Parties spoken to 
and sent on their way. 

Saturday, 8/zs 
8:35 a.m. Report of 16-20 
sheep in road near Hunt­
ing Hills and Federal 
Street. Attempted three 
contact numbers for own-

was arrested on a 
default warrant and as a 
fugitive from justice on a 
Missouri court warrant. 
1;:23 p.m. Serious motor­
cycle accident at Route 63 
and Lake Pleasant Road. 
Operator transported to 
hospital. 
7:32 p.m. Caller reports a 

10:08 p.m. Money report­
ed stolen from an apart­
ment on Fourth Street. 
Report taken. II 

i CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: i 
~ INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG ~ 

~""""""""""""""""""""""'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'""""'"'"'"'"'"""""~ 
CHAMPS from page B 1 

es but the coaching staff were right 
on the field giving their brand of 
encouragement and gentle redirec­
tion. 

With the home opener only three 
weeks away, Lapointe and his team 
have some work to do if they are to 

return to championship f01m. And 
coach Lapointe remains optimisti­
cally realistic. "We need to contin­
ue to get better each and every day 
of camp to be where we want to be 
but I know this team is excited to 
compete and make a name for them-
selves." II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~issance IB~ilders 
~alitp. ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00PM Daily·ClosedSundoys 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@Gill Bridge 
(413) 863-9991 

,JJit,TiOqi/i.-z· 
Si«u f(JfO 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT THEATER OPPORTUNITIES: 
Young Shakespeare production 
of Twelfth Night, Shea Theater, 
Turners Falls. There are no audi­
tions or rejections. Every partici­
pant who registers receives one 
or more speaking roles. The pro­
gram is dedicated to exploring 
these masterful works as they 
were written, without moderniz­
ing or editing-and thanks to the 
unique method developed by 
Richard DiPrima-young people 
perform with complete under­
standing. Beginning September 
3, for young people ages 7-18, 
14 weeks. Rehearsals on Sun­
days and Wednesdays. Tuition 
is $500, scholarships available. 
Contact Suzanne Rubinstein: su­
zanne@ysp.org; 802-258-7922. 
www.youngshakespeareplay­
erseast.org. 

for St. Jude Children's Research 
Hospital, $, 7 p.m. 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve­
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories, with Angela. Chil­
dren are invited to come in their 
pajamas. 6:30-7:00 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope Tuesday. Hands­
on environmental experience for 
young children. Story, interac­
tive game and craft with rotating 
topics. Ages 3-6 with a parent or 
guardian. 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto­
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel­
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con­
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca­
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok­
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls­
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30 a.m. 

Great Falls Farmer's Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Music and Movement with Tom 
Carroll & Laurie Davidson. Chil­
dren and their caregivers invited. 
10 a.m. Moves to Millers Falls Li­
brary in September. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners EVENTS: 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Free. FRIDAY, AUGUST 29 

MUSEUMS Thomas Memorial Golf Club, 
Local libraries have passes for Turners Falls: Ruby's Complaint, 

$, 8 p.m. area muse­
ums. Wendell 
Free Library 
has: Brattle-
boro Museum 
& Art Center, 
Historic Deer-
field, Mass 
MoCa, and 
more. Lev-
erett Library 
has: Clark Art 
Institute, Eric 
Carle Muse­
um of Picture 
Book Art, His­
toric Deer­
field, Spring­
field Museums 
and more. 
Check with 

St. Kazimierz, Avenue A, Turn­
ers Falls: Skatepark Benefit with 
OFC, more. $, 7:30 p.m. 

Fish Park, Athol: Tool Town Live 
presents the Reprobates, 7 p.m. 
Rain location: Memorial Hall, 
Athol. 

Arts Block Cafe, Greenfield: Viva 
Quetzal. Latino jazz-rock fusion, 
$, 8:30 p.m. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
I Bury The Living, film showing, 
7:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Ka­
tie Sachs, Lexi Wege, Street 
Change. lndie/folk/singer-song­
writers, 9:30 p.m. 

Rout 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Tracy & Company, current 
& classic rock, $, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 

Flywheel, Easthampton: Vile In­
tent, World Domination, Pelvic 

Floor, Neutral 
Fixation, and 
Od, $, 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, 
Wendell: Crazy 
Diamond, Pink 
Floyd outdoor 
dance party, 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, 
Turners Falls: 
Music to Eat By 
via DJ, 6 p.m. 
and then TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 2 

each library 
for museums 
available and 
restrictions. 

ART SHOWS: 

Viva Quetzal! Robe1to Clav!Jo: Andean instruments, vocals; Joe Belmont: 
guitars; Abe Sanchez· vocals and kryboards; Jon Weeks: flute, sax, Andean 
instruments, percussion; Rudi Weeks: Bass; Eliezer Mmtinez· Drums. Their 
music includes S qya, .fiYJm the Andean region of Bolivia, Venezuelan Golpe 

Great Falls Dis­
covery Center, 
Turners Falls: 
Welcome to 
Railroad Sal-
vage, opens in 
the Great Hall. 
Constructions, 

Wendell Free 
Library, Wen­
dell: The 

Tuct!Jano, Ecuadorian Saryuanito beats. Latino Jaz::z_-1YJck fusion keeps a 
contemporary ear tuned, and undeniable sJJJing. A1ts Block, Greenfield on 

Saturd'!)I, August 30, $, 8:30 p.m. 
reliefs and large­
scale drawings Breathing Landscape, by Linda 

Ruel Flynn of Orange. Work on 
display in the Marion Herrick 
Room Gallery through 8/31. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Out 
Of Line, pen and ink drawings by 
artist and humorist, Linda Baker­
Cimini. Work on display through 
9/10. 

Porter-Phelps-Huntington House 
Museum, Hadley: Field Notes 4: 
Transect an exhibition of draw­
ings, paintings, collages and 
sculptures created by architects 
Sigrid Miller Pollin & Stephen 
Schreiber, landscape architect 
Jane Thurber. Through 10/15. 

CALL FOR ART: 

Call for art submissions for the 
Fourth Annual Triple S: Sensu­
al, Sexual, Smut show. Looking 
for a wide spectrum of erotic art 
from regional artists, previous 
participants encouraged. Exhibit 
opens February 2015 at Nina's 
Nook, Turners Falls. Send sub­
missions to naban@verizon.net 
before Jan 23. Info: www.ninas­
nook.com 

The Pushkin, Greenfield: True 
Believers. Deceptively positive 
and dubiously spiritual music. 
Music of all flavors; touching on 
nostalgic progressions, mixed 
with pop quirkiness, dabbled 
with found sounds, delicately 
captured and delivered within a 
chasm dynamic range, $, 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple, Jim Henry, Guy DeVito 
and Doug Plavin, 9 p.m. 

Listons Bar and Grill, Rte 143, 
324 Old North Rd., Worthing­
ton: Zydeco Dance with Zydeco 
Connection. Come on down 
and shake it loose to Louisiana 
zydeco, boogie woogie and a 
little swing to spice it up. 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Bike Path Bingo! 
Canal-Side Nature Walk for Kids, 
10:30 a.m. 

The Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 

by Nina Rossi and Barbara Mi­
lot, with historical timeline and 
commentary by Anne Harding. 
Opening reception on Saturday, 
September 13, 1 to 4 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

Flywheel, Easthampton: Worri­
ers, members of the Measure, 
on No Idea records, California 
X, western MA riff kings, Dessert 
First, Lily from Parasol solo. $, 7 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Roost­
ers, classic rock dance music by 
Bruce Scofield & Mark Feller, 8 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

Downtown Greenfield: First Fri­
day event, 4 to 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Drew 
Patton's Hit Parade, a night of 
croonin' the hits of the 1940s, 7 
p.m. 

Greenfield Gardens Youth Pro- Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
gram talent show, a fundraiser Julia Weldon, indie-folk-pop, 8 

B5 

p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equa/ites, reggae, 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

Green Fields Market, Greenfield: 
Free Chair Massage with Susan 
DelMonte, 10 a.m. to noon. 

Fish Park, Athol: Tool Town Live 
presents Trailer Park, 7 p.m. Rain 
location: Memorial Hall, Athol. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Hanging Scarlet. With a mix of 
styles from progressive rock to 
folk, Rob, Tim, Rocky and Joe 
come together to write and play 
music that "Rocks" and has a 
message of hope & love. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Jukin, rock/ 
reggae/funk, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

Porter-Phelps-Huntington Mu­
suem, Hadley: The Sky Blue 
Boys, $, 3 p.m. 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

(413) 863-9576 

$de~ 
Yoo turns 7! 

FRI. 8/29 9:30 FREE 
NO SHOW 

(The Smiths cover night 
postponed until October) 

SAT. 8/30 9:30 FREE 
Katie Sachs -- Lexi Weege 

Street Change 
lindie/folk-y/singersongwriter­

y) 

SUN. 8/31 FREE 
6pm ''Music to eat By" (OJ) 

9pm TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
REIDElVDUSTFM •. COM 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwinds school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863·9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863-0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

o ~ Brian R. San Soucie 
'(Y- Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for eve, 25 years Cetl/Oed • Bonded• l11sw,·<I 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mo"tague Street 
rurner~ Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

•we Know Entertainment• 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TtMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS rr 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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Turners Falls RiverCulture will be changing exhibitions in the Avenue A 
Storefront Galleries this Labor Day weekend. MONTAGU Ella Smith (Age 2) 

reads the Montague 
Reporter while momnry 

Paula King enjqys 
some rock climbing in 

Hatcher's Pass, Alaska. 

The new exhibition will feature the art of local emerging artists Max 
Almen, Julianne Jones, Wes Talbot and Patrick MacNab. The exhibition 
will mn through September 12. 

IMAGES COURTESY RIVERCULTURE 

~ 

Among the art on displqy in Avenue A storefronts will be works l?J Julianne Jones. 

Wes Talbot's 111ork will also be gracing the Avenue A storefronts. 

Tom Chalmers and Joan Mryer 
of Gill recent!) visited Iceland 

with our kids, Margot and 
Tom, and of course, brought 

their Reporter along. 
The photo was taken at 
Pingvellir, or Thingvellir 

where the Athing, a governing 
assemb!J was first held in 930. 

The Montague 
Repotter travels 

Jar and wide. This 
time just a short 

Jaunt to Hampton 
Beach NH with 
Denise Milkey. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Qwri Jol1nscw, CRrnNr:r 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
4 I '3-86 "3-97 S6 • GcnJohn-on~Rcallor.com 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Ctttlfled RH/dentW Speclallsl) 
Only 4% of all REAIJORS oo!d this JJelli~ous desigretion. 
The CRS i; my badge of expertise and your shieki 01 
i1SSif4/ICe. Put your hlll in the best to get lhe job <lore. 
Whether buyins, sdlog 01 rt'iemng, ,Kva~ ch005C 

GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ,r,11!1 ~ lft,l'WNl'i>. 

a 

Thcyn1 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

Sunday Brunch, I Oam-1pm 
413-863-9006 

I I -> I r 1 ~ ., .- -·■·. • ■- r· ■· ■·· ·-: 
1 ,._ ~ - l • I - .. ' 

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Yanl(ee 

SOLAR STORE 
413 772 3122 

Ac1v1ce, Ve1' ~&- /M~ 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 

& Patio 
maspi1pi:na.com 

21 Bank Row, Cftd. 
413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 
Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill AboJt-Face 

Computer Solutions 

Sally Pick 
BPl° Certified Professional 

C 413-559-7257 
SJP@crocker.com 
SJPconsulting. biz 

SJP I environmental consulting,llc 

helping you create a cozy, energy-savvy nest. 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413-367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

~fit~t 
IMARKEL, 

WURD~YS 

gtone'~ Throw 
FA-rtn \)eget&c.b(~ 

S«g"rbtUh 'fem,, 
MAf2 le. SY\"«I' 

& 

Syli"' ~ Eqg~ 

9 a.m - 1 i,.m Uy the aa2eGo in Wen~ell 

1....-117•0•--..-SHA~HA CONSTRUCTION 
~~Im SuP~EY Co. !Ne. 

SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

.and at our new location or8O2-579-l BO0 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro www.shanahonsupply.com 

Diemancl !liarm Store 
1Vative L11111be1; 

Catering, 
Pot Pies & More 

Fresh ,\feat Birds 
Available Every 

Other Week! 

Call for More Info: (978) 544-3806 

"Come See \Vhat's 
Cooking!" 

-· ,&1:1,att 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

A Greener Lawn with TLC -
We Can Let Your Lawn Grow Free 




