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A Global Wind is Felt in Millers Falls 
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Millers Falls Arn Bridge intern Khine Su (left), with 
summer resident artist Geng Xue of Beijing (right). 

By JEN HOLMES 

Millers Falls may seem an unlikely place to find 
Chinese contemporaiy a1t, but the Millers Falls Alts 
Bridge (MFAB) is changing that perception. This past 
month, the ruts and culture organization, headed by 
Rick Widmer, lam1ched its a1tists-in-residence pro
gram, which will provide workspace, equipment, and 
personal assistance to artists for 30-day dmations. 

The aforementioned space is cmrently in Widmer's 
home, but he and his assistants are working to reno
vate the recently purchased St. John's Parish church 
into an ideal studio environment. Widmer's mission is 
to redefine the church, as well as tlle community, and 
he hopes to develop a "creative economy" in the small 
Montague village. 

Geng Xue, an a1tist from Beijing who specializes 
in ceramics and video, has been using the space on 
Chmch Street since mid-July to complete works for 
her upcoming exhibition, scheduled to open August 
13 at the Klein Sun galle1y in New York City. 

Xue earned her bachelor's and master's degrees in 

see RESIDENCY page A4 

Local Restaurateur Pistol-Whipped During 

After-Hours Robbery 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS-Ce Ce's owner Zhang Lin Hua 
was working after homs Sunday night at his restaurant 
when a woman called in a late order. He agreed to fill it, 
telling the customer her food would be ready for pickup 
in twenty minutes. 

Speaking with tlle help of an interpreter Wednesday, 
in sho1t breaks between filling orders at his busy estab
lishment on the comer of Avenue A and Second Street, 
Mr. Zhang described the events that followed. 

He let her in the restaurant around 11 :20 p.m., but 
she turned and rai1 away. Seconds later, two men en
tered. One was wearing a stocking over his head and 
was brandishing what looked like a handgun. This man 
ordered him not to move, and demanded money. 

Mr. Zhang says he tried to rm1 out tlle door, but the 
men grabbed him, and tlle three scuffled for several 
minutes. He was struck two or three times in the side of 
the head with the butt of the gun, and the men took all 
the money he had in his pockets. 

At that point, he said, they began arguing over 
whether to take the cash register, decided they didn't 

JACKSON PHOTO 

Zhang Lin Hua 111as attacked Sunday at his popular eatery. 

have ti.me, and fled. 
All four bulbs on the town-owned street lamps flank

ing the Avenue A plaza are cmTently burned out. They 
are due for replacement soon as pa1t of a streetscape 
enhancement project. 

Patrons smoking outside the bar across Second 
Street, Between the Uprights, called the police. Mr. 
Zhang was bleeding profusely, and when police ai1·ived 
they took him to the hospital. His injuries were all 

see ROBBERY page A8 

Separated by 140 Years, Two Writers 

Complete First Book on Wendell's History 
By JOE KWIECINSKI 

WENDELL - When Pam Rich
ardson ai11ved here 18 years ago, she 
learned that the town did not have a 
wi'itten hi.sto1y completely devoted to 
it. This smnmer, that fact is no longer 
tiue: Levellers Press of Alnherst has 
published Richardson's precisely or
ganized and elegantly written work, 
Wendell, Massachusetts, Its Settlers 
and Citizenry, 1752-1900. 

Wendell was mentioned in a 
few comprehensive hi.sto11es. In the 
1850's, Josiah Holland devoted a 
few pages to Wendell, inco1porated 
in 1781, in his History of Western 
Massachusetts, and later, in 1879, 
Louis Eve1ts wrote his History of the 
Connecticut Valley in Massachusetts, 
also setting aside a few pages featm
ing Wendell. 

B1'imming with cm'iosity, the 
highly personable Pam Richai·dson 
staited looking for any mate11al tllat 
would help her unveil the origins of 
her new hometown. That part of the 
jomney would take her through the 

town's vital records and the woods 
oftlle Wendell State Forest (scouting 
for old cellai· holes), and also initiat
ing a subsc11ption to ancestry.com. 

"I never 011ginally set out to write 
a hi.sto1y of Wendell," said Richai·d-

Pam Richardson, at her Wendell home. 

son. "I only wanted to know how 
Wendell began." The turning point 
occmTed when she leai11ed of notes -
five volumes wi'itten mostly in 1843 
and the rest between 1843 and 1863 
- recorded by Thomas Sawin. That 
gentleman had wanted to publish tlle 
hi.st01y of his town. He died in 1873, 
unable to find adequate funding for 
tlle project. 

"Thomas' notes," said Richard
son, "ai·e a treasure trove of infonna
tion about details of Wendell's past 
tllat were tllought to have been lost 
forever; especially valuable ai·e his 
maps showing locations ofresidents' 
homes, schools, and industI'ies. 
When I found tllose notes, my no
tion of Wendell's hi.story expanded 
exponentially. I began to think about 
getting it all into a book." 

Richai·dson would later add 
Thomas Sawin as her co-author, 
giving their volmne a bit of a 
spooky touch. Sawin's birth and 
death dates ai·e listed on the cover 
(1810 to 1873). 

see WENDELL page A? 

Large-Scale Solar Farms 
In Our Backyards? 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

MONTAGUE - Town planner 
Walter Ramsey came to last week's 
selectboard meeting with some in
teresting news. The town recently 
issued a request for proposals (RFP) 
to place a solai· facility on top of its 
fo1mer landfill off Turnpike Road. 
According to Ramsey, two respons
es were received, one of which pro
posed a significantly lai·ger project, 
encompassing adjacent land on 
which tlle town cmTently intends 
to build its second industrial park. 
Such a solar faim could generate up 
to 7 megawatts (MW) of electricity. 

At tlle July 27 meeting, Rainsey 

suggested that the town should put 
out a new RFP to include the larg
er area. He suggested that a solai· 
anay would generate significant 
revenue for tlle town, perhaps as 
much as an industrial park "at full 
build-out," which could take up to 
fifteen years. Fmthermore a solai· 
anay would not require the infra
stmcture investment by the town, 
as would an industrial park. 

"We feel like the timing is 11ght 
for solar 11ght now," he told the 
board, "because there is still ad
ditional space in the Eversource 
queue, and companies ai·e hungry to 
get projects on the ground right now 

see SOLAR page AS 

This public!J owned land south of Montague} Turnpike Road has long been 
intended for an industrial park, but it could end up harvesting the sun?r rays. 

GMRSD SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE 

Gill Elementary 
Principal Hired; 
More Changes 
Under Way 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

The search for a new princi
pal for Gill Elementaiy has been 
swiftly concluded. In a letter to 
the Gill school community, su
perintendent Michael Sullivai1 
atlllounced he has hi.red Conor 
Driscoll, who has been work
ing at Great Falls Middle School 
(GFMS) for the last three years as 
a sixth-grade English and social 
studies teacher, for the position. 

According to the superinten
dent, Driscoll recently completed 
a master's degree program in 
school administration at Ameri
can International College, com
pleted his internship at GFMS, 
ai1d often served as the school's 
sole admi.nisn-ator. 

"Besides demonstrating his 
leadership capabilities in this 
way," Sullivan's letter said, 
"Conor has distinguished himself 
as ai1 outstanding teacher who has 
a gift for connecting with students 
ai1d developing engaging lessons 
focused on meaningful leaining 
experiences." 

Driscoll was the clear favorite 
of the search committee, which 
included two pai·ents, two school 
committee members, one Gill cit
izen and fo1mer teacher, and three 
current faculty members. Sullivai1 
said he felt the same way and so 
saw no reason to move ahead with 
multiple finalists. 

see GMRSD page A? 

ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Selectboard 
Criticized Over 
Recent Staffing 
Decisions 
ByMARKHUDYMA 

On July 27, the Erving select
board held the third in a trilogy of 
gruelling meetings in Erving in 
which it addressed tlle retirement 
of adminisn·ative coordinator Tom 
Sha1p. Selectboai·d chair Bill Bem
bmy maintained his earlier position 
that "Tom retired; it didn't have 
anything to do with that camera." 

In 2014, several cameras were 
installed in town hall, one of which 
was in tlle room used as an office by 
Sha1p, as well as a meeting room, 
and computer se1ver storage. Those 
cameras cover tlle entrances of ev
e1y office in the building, as well as 
the interior of several. 

Initially Sha1p moved an office 
plant in front of his desk to block the 
view of the camera, but selectboard 
member Jacob Smith asse1ted it was 
unprofessional, and asked him to 
move it back. Shaip later asked the 
board to go into executive session to 
discuss his retirement. 

Karen Canedy approached 
the selectboard first with several 
questions, focusing on the sn·eet 
crossings in town, and asking about 
the possibility of traffic cones to 
indicate intersection. The board 
agr·eed with the need, and DPW 
director Glellll McCro1y will look 
into acqui11ng enough for all town 
crossings. 

Next, her sister, Sharon King, 
inquired as to the need of cameras 

see ERVING page A4 
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Spilling Over Borders 
If there has been a glimmer 

of hope in any of the grim news 
coming from the Syrian civil war, 
which is now entering its fifth year, 
it is in Rojava -- a strip of tenito1y 
along the count:Iy's n011hem border 
with Turkey that is hosting, under 
ext:I·emely difficult conditions, an 
expe11ment in direct democracy, so
cial welfare, and gender equality. 

Most of Rojava 's residents are 
ethnic Kurds, and Rojava itself 
means the "west" -- the western 
province of an imagined Kurdis
tan, with counterpaits in contigu
ous Kurdish-maj01ity mountain 
regions of Iraq, Iran and Turkey. 

But where their parents may 
have fought for a shared ethnic 
state, many younger Kurdish left
ists, particulai·ly in Turkey and 
Syria, have been talking about 
"democratic confederalism" as a 
model for liberation and peace in 
a pait of the world long tom by 
ethnic, sectai·ian, religious and 
tribal conflict. 

This may sound idealistic, but 
when the protests of the Arab 
Spring met with this new Kurd
ish left, the result was the emer
gence of an autonomous region 
- three "cantons" in northern Syiia 
- united under a cha1ter dedicated 
to "building a society free from 
authoritaiianism, militarism, cen
tralism and the intervention ofreli
gious authority in public affairs." 

The world has lai·gely ignored 
this, for two main reasons. The 
first is suspicion over its ideologi
cal roots. The Kurdistan Work
ers Paity (PKK), which waged an 
armed stmggle against the Turkish 
state for decades, is considered a 
te1rnrist group by the US and EU. 
Its imp1isoned leader, Abdullah 
Ocalan, claims to have renounced 
his Stalinist politics, and to regret 
the group's war c1imes, after be
ing exposed to the w1itings of the 
late, crotchety Vennont intellectual 
Mmrny Bookchin. 

Many wrote this off as a bluff in
tended to soften the PKK's image, 
but as a result of Ocalan 's declai·ed 
conversion, many of the ideas long 
debated by Bookchin's disciples in 
obscure green-left journals are ap
parently being tried out for the first 
time in war-ravaged Rojava. The 
most powerful political pa1ty in 
the cantons, the Democratic Union 
Pa1ty (PYD), is directly affiliated 
with the PKK. 

The Ame1ican writer David 
Graeber, among others, visited the 
region and came back convinced 
that a social revolution is under 
way in Rojava. Graeber desc1ibed 
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multi-ethnic populai· assemblies, 
women's and youth councils, and a 
se1ious attempt to build a "co-op
erative economy". 

Resources abandoned by the 
Syi·ian oligai·chy were being ad
ministered communally, he said, 
and an intensive popular educa
tion system had been introduced, 
with the goal of "deprofessional
ization of knowledge to prevent 
the emergence of new technocrat
ic classes." 

(Readers stmggling to mn small 
co-ops in our sleepy, verdant neck 
of the woods should think long and 
hard about what it must be like to 
do all that among refugee camps, 
and in the shadow of fighter jets.) 

The second reason all this has 
been largely ignored is that the 
world is transfixed by fear. The 
movement that calls itself the Is
lainic State (IS) gained cont:I·ol 
over a much broader swath of Syi·
ia in the same time frame, and its 
vision for the cities of the Middle 
East is nearly the opposite of that 
held by the pai1isans ofRojava. 

The revolutionaiy Kurds may 
have widespread sympathy, but 
not for their ideas - merely for 
the fact that they're the brave kids 
on the front lines against the bm
tal, fundamentalist carpetbaggers. 
And they've been stuck between 
a rock and a hard place, because 
by all signs, the Turkish govern
ment wants to see them fail in 
their fight. 

Turkey is a NATO member, and 
its mling Justice and Development 
Pa1ty (AKP) is both pro-business 
and Islamist. It has allowed in a 
great number of refugees from 
Syi·ia ( over a Inillion, including 
hundreds of thousands of Kurds), 
and at the same time turned a blind 
eye to flows of IS recmits migrat
ing from Europe to Syiia. 

And it has ce11ainly soft-ped
aled the war on IS - to the point 
where many Kurdish groups in 
Turkey accuse their government 
of colluding with the self-declared 
caliphate in order to weaken their 
domestic rebellion. The spillover 
from the Syiian conflict has desta
bilized what had been a prolnising 
peace process with the PKK. 

Because, against all expecta
tion, Rojava's Kurds, and the inter
national brigades that have joined 
with them, have been winning in 
battle. This winter they withstood 
a six-month IS siege of the border 
city ofKobani, and since then they 
have been gaining ten-ito1y more 
or less steadily. 

In June, Turkish president Er-
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'Town hall made me btfY apple-picking insurance, but it's worth it. " 

letters to:? the Editors CORRECTION 

!tty-Bitty Finance Committee 
A headline to the Eniing 

Police dispatch log in our 
July 2 3 issue incorrectly 

indicated that three people 
had been "arrested" on June 
30 for allegedly trespassing. 

In recent months two members 
of Montague's Finance Committee 
have resigned, reducing our nmnber 
below the Ininimmn of five for con
ducting business. 

Our bylaws allow the Committee 
to have as many as seven members, 
and the town benefits from a broad 
representation of voters. 

Appointments ai·e made by the 
town Moderator, Ray Godin (863-
8585 or ray.godin@comcast.net). 

dogan was rebuffed in general elec
tions, when a pro-Kurdish party 
won enough votes to deny the AKP 
a strong majo1ity. Erdogan had 
prolnised that if his pa1ty cont:I·olled 
the pai-Iiament, he would rewiite 
the constitution to consolidate ex
ecutive power. 

Perhaps noticing the contrast be
tween his $615 million palace and 
the ragtag utopians fending off the 
Islamic State without his suppo1t, 
voters balked at the idea. 

Which b1ings us up to two weeks 
ago, when eve1ything turned a cor
ner into the unknown. 

A delegation of about 300 soli
darity activists, organized by the 
youth wing of the Socialist Party 
of the Oppressed, had gathered on 
July 20 at a cultural center in the 
town of Sumc, on the Turkish side 
of the border, in anticipation of a 
trip to help reconstmction effo1ts 
in Kobani. They would be build
ing playgrounds, planting food, and 
bringing international moral sup
po1t to wai·-weaiy Rojava. 

"The values of Kobani are the 
values of the Gezi resistance," read 
the call to pa1ticipate in this trip, 
connecting the Kurdish expe1i
ments in war-zone democracy with 
2013 's Occupy-style protest move
ment in Istanbul. The delegation 
was a diverse ass011ment of stu
dents, leftists, LGBT, pro-Kurdish, 
and environmental activists. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 
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editor@montaguereporter.org 

Interested town voters can also con
tact Mike Naughton, Greg Gan·ison 
or me about the Committee's meet
ing schedule and operations. 

If you've been interested in be
coining pa1t of town government, 
this is an oppo1tm1ity to contribute 
in an impo1tant way. 

John Hanold, Chair 
Montague Finance Committee 

Tragically, an IS suppo1ter infil
trated the gathering and detonated 
a cluster bomb, killing 33 and in
jmmg over 100. The most recent to 
pass away, a young anarchist named 
Vatan Budak, died from his injuries 
on Tuesday. 

The Turkish government briefly 
shut down Twitter in the aftem1ath 
of the attack, then let it go back up 
- it could not repress the fact that 
the spark had lit the powder keg. 

In the past two weeks: 
• The PKK, convinced the Turk

ish state facilitated the suicide 
bombing at Smuc, retaliated with a 
wave of killings of police and sol
diers in Turkey's east. 

• Turkey began allowing the US 
to use its tenit01y to launch air
st:I-ikes on Syiian sites, and has itself 
launched strikes for the first time. 

• The US and Turkey announced 
a plan to create a ground "buffer 
zone" along the Turkish-Syiian 
border. 

• The British newspaper The Ob
server published an expose of Turk
ish collusion with the IS. 

• Turkey, announcing the peace 
process was over, bombed Kurdish 
positions in Iraq and Syi·ia, and ar
rested over 800 PKK members. 

• Someone bombed a major 
pipeline cai1ying natural gas from 
Iran into Turkey. 

• Someone bombed a major 
pipeline canying cmde oil from 

The three were issued 
criminal complaints - an 

important distinction. 

Our apologies for the error, 
which was ours alone. 

Iraq into Turkey. 
• Someone bombed a pipe

line canying gas from Azerbaijan 
through Georgia into Turkey. 

• Erdogan speculated publicly 
Monday that Russian suppo1t for 
Syria's Assad regime may not last, 
but officially, US-Russia talks on 
building an anti-IS coalition are 
held upon the question of support 
for the regime. 

• Turkish tanks ai·e assembling 
along the Syrian border. 

• The nonprofit group Ai1wai·s 
published a repo1t that US airstrikes 
in Syiia have killed between 459 
and 591 civilians in the past year, 
in contradiction to the Pentagon's 
somewhat lower estimate of 2. 

• The EU and US publicly called 
on Turkey to exercise restraint in its 
attacks on Kurdish rebels. 

None of this bodes well for the 
fighters in Rojava. 

An all-out three-way conflict in 
the region is likely to set the Kurd
ish freedom movement back a de
cade, strengthening old-guard na
tionalist guerillas within the PKK 
at the expense of experiments in 
radical democracy and feminism. 

At the same time, the credibil
ity and appeal of the Islamic State 
will only be strengthened in Syria, 
when their main enemy is repre
sented by Western bombing sor
ties, which represent no alternative 
world at all. 
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o Leverett is hosting the world pre-
~ 

Alumni Association is Saturday, 
August 15. The event begins at 4 
p.m. and will featme a cllicken BBQ 
dinner, live music and cash bai·. It 
will be held at the Millers Falls Rod 
& Gun Club, at 210 Tmners Falls 
Road, Montague. 

~ miere of a documentary entitled 
"' The Ne-.,v Hibakusha. Produced and 
3 = 
~ 
:.:: 
0:: 

:5 

directed by Montague-based film
maker Jesse Bauett-Mills, tl1e film 
looks at the impact oftl1e Fukushima 

LOCAL BRIEFS t3 nucleai· disaster in a countty still 
~ coping witl1 tl1e legacy of the atomic Advance tickets are $ 12 and $14 

at tl1e door. Call the club at 863-3748 
for ticket info, or visit wwwfctsalum
ni.org. 

~ bombing. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Newt Guilbault Fall Baseball 
signups are on Thmsday, August 6, 
from 4 to 6:30 pm, Satmday, Au
gust 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 pm., and 
Tuesday, August 11, from 4 to 7 p m. 
at the concession stand at the Newt 
Guilbault fields, located off Mon
tague Street (at Crocker Ave.) in 
Turners Falls. 

Registration is $50 per player and 
this includes a team shut and hat. The 
league is open to all children, ages 7 
to 12, from any city or town. 

The season sta1ts the first week
end in September, and all games are 
played on Saturdays and Sundays. If 
you have any questions please con
tact the league president, Eric, at 
( 413) 824-0901. 

Come leam more about what we 
can do to make Massachusetts nucle
ar free: Citizens Awareness Network 
is organizing a f01um, East Meets 
West, on Saturday, August 8, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at GCTV studio at 
393 Main Street in Greenfield. 

East Meets West will develop 
strategies to shutter the Pilgiim nu
clear reactor in Plymouth, MA, and 
replace it with safe, gi·een, sustainable 
energy solutions. Pilgiim, owned by 
Entergy, is a 43-year-old reactor on 
the NRC's watch list. With the suc
cess in shutting Vermont Yankee, it's 
time for the tri-state community to 

kick Entergy out of New England. 
Representatives from CapeDown

winders, Pilgiim Watch, Nuclear In
formation and Resource Service, and 
Citizens Awareness Network will 
paiticipate in tl1e f01um. 

Join artist Linda Ruel Flynn of 
Flora-Ly at Mount Grace's Skyfields 
Arboretum office at 1461 Old Keene 
Road in Atl1ol on Saturday, August 
8, from 1 to 3 p.m. for a Wildflower 
Pressing Workshop. 

Flynn will teach how to select and 
press wildflowers to make memora
ble botanical collages. After picking 
and pressing flowers on Satmday, 
attendees will reconvene at 6 p m. 
on Tuesday, August 18, to auange 
tl1eii' dried flowers, creating a small 
collage. 

The workshop is free to Mount 
Grace members, with a $10 fee for 
non-members. The workshop is lim
ited to 15 people ages 14 and up. 
You must RSVP in advance to save 
a spot, whether you ai·e a member 
or not, by contacting Mount Grace 
development manager David Kotker 
at (978) 248-2055 xl9 or kotker@ 
mountgrace. o,g. 

This week, August 6 and 9, mark 
tl1e 70th anniversary of the atomic 
bombings in Hiroshiina and Naga
saki, Japai1. 

In commemoration of tllis date, 
tl1e New England Peace Pagoda in 

The Montague Reporter 
Special Benefit Peri ormance 

featuring 

The Wildcat O'Halloran Band 
plus surprise guests 

August 15, 2015 

Dance all 
nigllt tmde1· 

the stars 

50/50 Raffle, 
plus moi-e 
Raffles & 

Prizes 

SuppoTt your 
commm1ity 
newspape1·! 

at the Deja Brew Pub in Wendell,, MA 

Ope11s 5:00 p.m. for dinner and drinks 
Music starts at 8:30 p.m. 

MR Benefit 
coupon 

BRING THIS WITH YOU 
8/15 only 

Present this coupon to your server & Deja Brew wi/J donate 
10% of food and drink bill to The Montague Reporter 

The project will be shown for tl1e 
first time in public at the temple in 
Leverett. The screening will be free 
to the public, with the opp01tunity to 
meet the filmmaker afte1wai·ds. The 
date of the screening is Saturday, 
August 8 and will sta1t at 7 p.m. For 
more infonnation about the project, 
please visit www.thene-,,vhibakusha. 
com. 

The Coalition for Racial Justice 
(CoRaJus) is spons01ing a film and 
discussion series at the Brick House, 
at 24 Third Stt·eet in Tmners Falls. 
The events are free and open to tl1e 
public. 

Tllis Sunday, August 9, they will 
screen Ferguson: A Report from Oc
cupied Territory; on August 16, Red 
Cry, a 2013 feature-lengtl1 documen
tary on the genocide of tl1e Lakota 
people; and on August 23, The Mike 
Brown Rebellion, about the Black 
Lives Matter movement. 

Screenings are at 4 p m. and ai·e 
followed by a talking stick discus
sion. If you need a ride to The Brick 
House or can offer one, call Scott at 
(413) 665-2041. 

Come learn about Greenfield 
Community College on Saturday, 
August 15, from 9 a.m. to noon, at 
Greenfield Savings Batik, 258 Av
enue A in Tmners Falls. 

Prospective students and theii' 
fainilies are invited to leam GCC's 
admission process, explore the va
riety of degi·ee and ce1tificate pro
gi·ains GCC has to offer, and real
ize the many transfer opportunities 
available, ai1d how you can eai11 a 
bachelor's degree on the Greenfield 
Campus. 

Infonnational packets and bro
chures will be available dming this 
recmittnent event. For fwther details 
about tl1e event contact tl1e Admis
sions Office at (413) 775-1801 or 
admissions@gcc.mass.edu. 

The Great Falls Discove1y Center 
is hosting ai1 open artist reception 
for Great Gods and Little Fishes, by 
Chai'les Shaw on Saturday, August 
15, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

The newest paintings by tl1e 
N01thfield artist are created through 
a direct process, exclusively from 
plaster and recycled materials. 

The 7th Annual Gathering of 
Franklin County Technical School 

Is a loved one snuggling witl1 ad
diction? You're not alone, and tl1ere 
ai·e resources to suppo1t you. 

Come to the seminar, Tools for 
Families, at tl1e GCC Dining Com
mons on Tuesday, August 18 from 
5 to 6:30 pm. The event is free and 
open to all in tl1e commmlity. For 
more info, call (413) 834-3161. 

Save the date: Saturday, August 
22 is Wendell Old Home Day. 
There will also be a large tag sale 
on the Wendell Common sponsored 
by tl1e Friends of tl1e Wendell Free 
Libraiy. 

Items available will include an
tiques, collectibles, fwniture, framed 
rut, household items (including 
dishes, small appliances and kitchen 
utensils), camping geai·, baby geai·, 
as well as many otl1er items for all 
members of the family. The Libra1y 
Dii'ector will also offer a selection of 
vintage hai·dcovers and audio CDs. 

The sale will run from 10 to 2, and 
absolutely no one will be allowed to 
purchase items before 10 - no early 
birds! 

The Greater Greenfield Jaycees 
ai·e plaiming a remlion for October 
at tl1e Montague Elks. They are ask
ing for help finding all Jaycees and 
Jaycettes who were members. They 
need addresses, emails, ai1d phone 
numbers. 

Tllis will be a gi·eat chance to get 
old friends together. Please contact 
T.J. Strahan at tstra35675@aol.com 
or (413) 772-0635. You cai1 also 
contact Maurice and Teny at ( 413) 
773- 3917. 

Just a reminder. Free Breakfasts 
and Lunches are sill available for 
children age 18 and under, as pa1t of 
tl1e Gill-Montague Regional Schools 
Smnmer Meals Progi-arn, from now 
through August 14 at the three fol
lowing locations: the Tmners Falls 
High School & Great Falls Middle 
School cafeteria; Unity Pai·k; and 
Sheffield Elementa1y School. 

Breakfast is served from 8 to 
9 a.m., and lunch from 11 am. to 
12:30 pm. Meals ai·e served Mon
day through Friday. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@Jnontaguereporter.org. 

OLD PICKLE ART RAFFLE! 
Peter Reich, a Leverett subscriber 
and writer, has donated to us this 
framed Crashing Tower Pickles 
label, 111hich 111e will be putting to 
raffle this month. The collective 
cannery, which operated for one 

season in 19 7 6, gre111 and pickled 
under the slogan "Mqy our Cukes 
Alwqys be Nukeless," and their 

product was distributed by Uama, 
Toucan & Crow. Some of our 

readers mqy have been implicated. 

We haven't quite worked out the 
details, but 111e plan to have the 

prize for your admiration at our 
AU!fJSt 15 fundraiser at Deja 

Bre111 (see ad at left), and wet/ pull 
a luc}g winner in September. 

32 fl OZ. I 8l 
ClX'UMB~~...,JINEG,\fl. SAL UV~,:tR. SPICES 

DISTRIB=D BY LLAMA,_.""""N &CROW 
GKE nt::UJ. MA:ti, ' 

R\CKED BY !l-fl !CAL PICKLE (X)J~tJ\'DEIJ.. MA .. 'S. 

A PNILOSOPHICAL PICKi£, 
CAii WI. SAVI llJf! OIYIAOl<~£NI "1 

0~ ~I! 71 1114.Gll)lla WUNINQlO'I S 20i01111HOl1 
, i!0!11Hf4ST ~llllll(1 !l{lfOlllllOlltlL l1IWlll WIS 5£NI Clt.\Sllllli 
,. II( GIOOHO ON Ii£ ~OiTAGll PUINS II NORIH cm1u MIS!. 
lO ,-.n11 .. rll! uitm IUCIEM PQ'l,[a l!Clllll Ml PIOICS@ 

IN( IDW!J IOlf\U l mNC lct.u IAIMU IV!Nf0 .,. 
S!lf Ill, HC CUl¥S AS C(NIRll 10 Ml$ ICIIQH DUI J~Jll!N• 
Ill[ ll&IIIS 10 llfl lltll!ll. •~o li( Pl.liSVll at' ~•PfiNm. 
11111 l~I COHYICTIDN IHI! l JIMY Of llfPllllll SCl[JffiSIS 
lfDllD Nma lUII 10 omo, HAll!OOUI HU>!$ UDNW 
IHI CIVIIIU IOPUUCE. 

.JIii ISO n IO~ER WIS jlJ'UCIO IN l lotDli 
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\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

' -

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

14DDN 
WHBBL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

= 
Route 2 

Over In Gill 

-- ·-· ........... -

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-1\!IcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

:Ii . Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP . ADIATOR = .• 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRES/Dfi:NT 

240 GREENr!ELO ROAO • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE I¼ FAXJ 41:3-367-9896 • REIIIAISSANCEPAINTtNGCOMPANY,COM 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2
Refills 

• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CA.RS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVYEQUfPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

Propane Route 2, Gil 
FilJi!lg 863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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Let 'em 
know you saw 

their ad in the 
Reporter! 

PAPER 
Week of August 10 

BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of August 17 

in Montague 

OOPERAT/VE 

<:ij§lly Owned St~ 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.g reen fi eldfa rm erscoo p.com 

NANCY L. D□LE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

4'op; 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

IN THE HEART OF OLD DEERFIELD 

SWEET 
CORN 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

VEGGIES -FRUITS. PIES. GIFTS 
GARDEN ITEMS. DECORATIONS 

564 Greenfield Rd, Rt 5&10 Deerfield 

ERVING from page A 1 
in town hall. Bembwy explained that 
there ru·e both imp01tant records and 
occasionally large amounts of cash in 
the office. Additionally, he said it is 
"considered a public meeting space," 
and should thus be recorded. 

"What was being captmed was 
minutes from executive sessions 
in that filing cabinet," added Jacob 
Smith. 

"An important book was stolen 
from another room? It just doesn't 
make sense," responded Canedy. 

"The townspeople are upset be
cause cameras - pressure - forced 
Tom to retire prematurely," said 
King. 

"We gave him options which he 
did not take. The reason Tom isn't 
here is because he retired," replied 
Bembmy. 

"It is my personal belief," said se
lectboard member Alt Johnson, "that 
it was a combination of five or six 
people: Margru·et Sullivan, Jacque
lyn Boyden, the treasw-er's office, 
the assessor's office ... " 

"Alt," Boyden intenupted, "I 
had an employee resolution with 
Tom because he acted inappro
priately ... He was not a saint. You 
who have not worked with him for 
twelve yeru·s ought to think about 
that. There were similar incidents 
in the office. He retired, got a good 
severance package to retire, and he's 
happy. You gave him options. You 
three knew nothing about it. 'I want 
an exit strategy?' You asked him if 
he wanted it. ... Bill asked him, at 
least three times at that meeting. He 
retired, and got paid well for it. 

"Do not throw my nrune in the 
mud," she continued. "You can't do 
that when you're a public official." 

Sharp's retirement package in
cludes six months of paid admin
istrative leave, and a liquidation of 
sick and vacation time. 

"The only reason I voted for that 
package is that I asked Tom," said 
Johnson, "and he said he wanted to 
leave." 

"We made a decision in the office 
to have surveillance cameras in this 
building," said Bembmy. "We are the 
employer, Tom is the employee." 

"I think that's the fmstration folks 
ru·e feeling," said resident Eric Duffy. 
"There's a lot of mistmst. You guys 
ru·e sticking to yow-guns. More and 
more people ru·e getting upset, they 
don't t:Iust where the boru·d is go
ing .... Tom told me that the camera 
was the reason he stepped down." 

Senior Center Director 
The contentious discussion 

spilled over into the recent hire of 
a director at the town's senior and 
community center. 

"You put it out there that you 
wanted an inte1im, but never put it 
out there that you wanted a full-time 
position," offered Canedy. 

"The boru·d made a decision to 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

hire Paula [Betters]," said Bembwy. 
"People want to know, if they 

have the qualification, why they nev
er got a chance to apply for that job," 
Canedy replied. 

"The option was to appoint that 
person," said Smith. "We're not 
obligated to repost that legally. Om 
meetings ru·e open; we encomage 
you to participate. If people ru·e here 
while we make decisions, we include 
them in the discussion." 

Nevertheless, the board indi
cated that the cont:I·oversy over the 
hiring of Betters led them to seek a 
more n·ansparent process to fill the 
administ:I·ative coordinator position. 
Bembmy outlined the process for 
filling that position, which will in
clude a seven-member hiring com
mittee and will be conducted by 
UMass-Boston's Collins Center for 
Public Management. 

"I felt like the qualifications 
weren't met," Johnson said of these
nior center position, "but that's why 
you have a three-man boru·d." 

Of Sharp's replacement, Johnson 
said, "Bill has made a real effo1t to 
make sme it's an open process. We're 
hiring an outside fum from Boston, 
so it's not 'who you know,' and we 
can be sure to get the most qualified 
person for the job." 

"I'm questioning the process by 
which she got that job," said Cane
dy. "I think that process is broken 
- the process can't just be someone 
who is 'in'. 

"There's a feeling that if you're 
someone's cousin, you've got the 
job." 

Usher Mill 
Before addressing the issue of 

Tom's retirement, the boru·d heard 
a rep01t from the Usher Mill Reuse 
Com1nittee. The group compiled 
several suggestions for possible 
rehabilitation on the prope1ty that 
could be done by the town before the 
major redevelopment of the prope1ty 
over the next two years. 

The plans called for sandblast
ing, removing a lru·ge tree, and 
commissioning murals by GCC 
students to be placed in the board
ed up windows. 

Renovator's Supply 
Selectboru·d members suggested 

the Renovator's Supply building 
may be harboring dru1gerous storage 
or illegal businesses. The boru·d re
quested a list of eve1y tenant cun-ent
ly using the fo1mer facto1y building, 
in order to confo1m with emergency 
safety requirements, and updates 
whenever that changes. 

It was noted any business oper
ating in the town for longer than 
thi1ty days must get a business li
cense at town hall. 

It was recently revealed there 
was a chruter school operating in the 

building, unknown to town i•■..,. 
officials. ~ 

TOWN Of ERVING 

TREASURER'S CLERK 
Job opening for a Treasurer's Clerk for 6 to 8 hours a week. 

This position is non-benefitted, year round. 

Range of pay $13.23 to $18.00/hourly. 

This person will assist the Treasurer's office with Accounts Payable, 
reconciliation of multiple checking accounts, research payroll records, assist 
with payroll processing, and filing. Must be good with numbers. Proficient 
in Microsoft Word and Excel. For Job description & application contact 

Town of Erving, 12 East Main Street, Erving, :tvIA 01344 at (413) 422-2800 
xl 14 or download application/job description at WJJJW.ming-ma.<ffg. 

Application deadline is August 13, 2015 or until the position is filled. 
The T())m of Erving is an AA/EOE emplv~r. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Officers Unable to Locate 
Driveway Repair Man 

Monday, '7 / 13 

3:30 p.m. Report of 
loose dog near Erving 
Elementary School. 
Animal control officer 
located and secured. 
Wednesday, '7115 

the use of 911. 

Thm·sday, '7 / ZS 

door-to-door driveway 
repair salesman. Un
able to locate. 

7:16 a.m. Assisted Erv
ing highway on North 
Street for tree on wires, 
Verizon contacted. 
10:39 p.m. Complaint 
of gun shot or fire
works on Ridge Road, 
area clear. 

11 :1'0 a.m. Assisted Er
ving Fire Department 
with small brush fire 
on Paper Mill Road. 
10:37 p.m. Illegally 
parked camper towed 
from Laurel Lake. 
Saturday, '7/25 

3:60 p.m. Call of re
mains found near Paper 
Mill Road. Found to be 
animal remains. 
Friday, '7 / 3 1 

9: 17 a.m. Crash at 
Route 2 Dunkin Do
nuts, same under inves
tigation. 

7:20 p.m. Report of 
identity fraud taken. 
Sunday '7/26 1 :28 p.m. Crash on 

Prospect Street. Motor 
vehicle hit hydrant, re
port taken. Friday, '7 / l '7 

7:36 a.m. Property 
damage at Lillians Way, 
report taken. 

3:1'6 p.m. Assisted with 
rollover motor vehicle 
crash on Route 2 in 
Farley Flats area. 11 :05 p.m. Assisted 

Northfield Police with 
report of teenagers at 
Alexander Hill Road. 
Saturday, s/ 1 

Satm'<lay, '7 /18 
3:51' p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency 
at Laurel Lake camp
ground. 

7:1'6 p.m. Report of 
several subjects drink
ing and skinny dipping 
under Dorsey Road 
walking bridge, sub
jects were advised to 
leave area. 

8: p.m. Report of deer 
lying in travel lane 
on Route 2. Same re
moved. Wednesday, '7/zz Monday, '7/Z'7 

9:30 a.m. 911 call from 
Laurel Lake bath house. 
Found to be a child 
playing with the phone. 
Spoke with child about 

8:26 p.m. Assisted with 
crash on Route 2 and 
Dorsey Road. 

Sunday, s/2 
2:60 a.m. Noise com
plaint near Weather
heads Apartments, 
quiet on arrival. 

Tuesday, '7 / ZS 

1 :30 p.m. Report of 

RESIDENCY from page A 1 

fine ruts from the Central Academy 
of Fine Alts in Beijing, China, and 
has exhibited work in the US and in
ternationally. She has also pruticipat
ed in residency programs in Asia and 
Europe, but was drawn to the MFAB 
residency as she e1tjoyed the thought 
of being a "pioneer" of the program, 
and also wished to suppo1t her friend 
Widmer, whom she met in Beijing a 
few yeru-s ago. 

Her latest exhibition, titled "Bor
rowing the East Wind," incorporates 
cerrunic sculptw-e, video, and pho
tography to explore her cultme's 
concept of wind and how it is closely 
tied to sound. 

Xue explains that in Chinese cul
ture, there ru·e three types of sounds 
- human, eruthly, and heavenly 
- and that these vru·ious sounds ex-
ist as the result of wind traveling 
through empty spaces, whether that 
space be a musical inst:Iument or 
some pa1t of the eruth's shape, such 
as a cave or valley. 

Tian lai, or heavenly sound, 
however, is a more abstract concept, 
as it represents "the force that cre
ates wind and causes eve1y hole to 
produce sound". It is primarily this 
type of wind that Xue explores in 
her work. 

The sculptw-al p01tion of her ex
hibition references the spaces be
tween objects, or "invisible shapes," 
which "exist eve1ywhere, but ru·e 
seldom noticed". Her ceramic sculp
tw-es, painted with a layered sky-like 
blue, show what Xue imagines the 
space between n·ees and buildings, 
and various other landscapes, would 
look like with mass. These sculptw-es 
make visible an aspect of the natu
ral world that is essentially invisible 
and, thus, often ignored. 

Her film and photographs include 
images of spaces, or holes, in vru·i
ous locations that evoke the concept 
of wind. She filmed much of this in 
Beijing, which she felt was "bor
rowing the wind," for her US exhi
bition, but also filmed in New York 
and Montague. 

Xue will incorporate images of 
all three locations, painting the pho
tographs with an ethereal blue simi-

lar to that found on her sculptmes. 
Xue is still in the process of ed

iting her video footage, but it will 
likely illUllllllate, through sound and 
images, the beauty and myste1y of 
heavenly som1ds. 

By filming in both the US and 
China, Xue aims to explore the idea 
of a "global wind". Despite the dif
ferences she has noted between the 
value systems in Chinese and Ameri
can cultw-es, Xue says she feels that 
wind is universal and the "same to 
all cultw-es," as it is uninfluenced by 
media or cultw-al differences. 

By focusing on natural occm
rences that are much greater than 
man-made concepts, Xue aims to 
reveal connections between cul
tures, rather than instill or perpetu
ate differences. Overall, she says, 
she hopes to inspire questions in 
the viewer about the connections, 
not differences, between contem
pora1y cultures and does not seek to 
provide answers or conclusion, but 
rather begin a conversation. 

Xue's work is an excellent in
troduction to the Millers Falls Alts 
Bridge artist-in-residence program. 
Through her work, she highlights 
connections between seemingly 
disparate locales by seeking out un
noticed, yet constant and universal, 
aspects of the natural world. She 
seems concerned with exploring 
similarities and transcending the 
confines of cultme, particularly in 
the modem world. 

Xue cites classical Chinese litera
tw-e and Renaissance rutists - pru·
ticulru·ly Michelangelo - as major 
influences on her work. 

When discussing her fascination 
with the Renaissance, Xue explained 
that she is inspired by the attitude of 
that time to appreciate and celebrate 
a society's past, while also using that 
knowledge to work towards a more 
advanced futme. 

Perhaps that spirit is what drew 
Geng Xue to the Millers Falls Arts 
Bridge program. The program ap
pears to be focused on appreciating 
and reviving the area's past, while 
also finding new ways to enrich and 

improve the community i•■..,. 
through a1t. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

OPEN DAILY 
LONCJI and DINN[R 

2~ Federal St .. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespint.com 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALl.rFURN'ITIJRE ·COLLECTIBLES· DECORATIVE$ 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Ute! Open 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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because the federal tax credit is due 
to expire at the end of2016." 

Ramsey also pointed out a key 
advantage of the new idea: a so
lar a1rny would not require natural 
gas. The town is CUITently facing a 
moratoriwn on new gas customers 
imposed by the Berkshire Gas Com
pany, pending the const:Iuction of a 
cont:I·oversial transmission pipeline 
through the C0Uilty. 

Selectboard member Rich Kukle
wicz raised a note of caution, noting 
that increased tax revenue is not the 
only benefit of an indust:I'ial park. 
''There is the benefit of the business
es in town," he said, "the additional 
employees. I'm concerned because 
we don't have a large amount of in
dust:I'ial land. 

"Ifwe had another 163-acre par
cel... I would say sure. But I am 
concerned that we only have a lim
ited amow1t." 

Finance committee chair John 
Hanold noted that while a solar ai1-ay 
would require less investment from 
the town, a solai· project leased at a 
fixed annual rate would mean that 
the town would not receive benefits 
from any positive change in the eco
nomic climate: 

"Any benefit would go to the de
veloper. The town does not have the 
opportunity to work with and manage 
our own indust:I'ial development." 

Ramsey said that issuing a new 
RFP would at least allow the town 
to obtain "concrete nwnbers" to 
evaluate solar versus indust:I'ial de
velopment. 

The selectboai·d, without taking 
any fo1mal vote, gave its "blessing" 
for town hall to seek proposals. 

Opposition from Residents 
While opposition to a proposed 

natural gas pipeline through Frank
lin County grows, lai·ge-scale solar 
projects ai·e now on the table in 
many towns in the region. Solar en
ergy is often cited as a viable, and 
more benign, alternative to natural 
gas as a means of generating elec
ti'icity. But it is not clear whether the 
numbers would add up. 

Ann Be1wick, fo1mer chair of 
the state's Depai·tment of Public 
Utilities, has estimated that the re
gional elect:I'ical gi'id will lose at 
least 3,200 MW in retiring coal and 
nuclear genernting capacity over the 
next few years. New England ISO, 
which adtninisters the gi'id (and has 
consistently advocated for increased 
natw-al gas pipeline capacity) has es
timated that over 5,000 MW of new 
production will be needed by 2020. 

The CUITent statewide goal for 
total solar production by that date is 
1,600 MW. 

Still, recent hist01y suggests that 
the growth of solar power has vast
ly exceeded expectations. In 2010, 
when state solar incentives were lib
ernlized, Massachusetts set a target 
of 400 MW of solar-generated elec
tricity by 2020. 

That seemed like an ambitious 
goal at the time but, according to 
the Solai· Energy Indust:I'ies Associ
ation, in 2014 alone Massachusetts 
added 308 MW of solar power, to 
reach a total of751 MW. CmTent es
timates suggests that the 1,600-MW 
goal could be reached well before 
the 2020 target date, particularly if a 
cap that restricts solai· development 
were lifted. 

Large-scale solai· projects show 
the promise of solar development, 
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but also the reality tl1at ambitious 
projects can encow1ter strong local 
opposition. Many homeowners do 
not want large-scale airnys in their 
backyai·d, and such projects raise 
some of the same environmental 
impacts very much like those associ
ated with a natural gas pipeline. 

In Shutesbmy, a proposed 6-MW 
project slated for 30 acres of forest
ed land has encountered strong op
position from neighbors. The proj
ect, proposed by Lake Street Devel
opment Partners LLC of Cllicago, 
would be located on land owned by 
the Cowls lumber company on Pratt 
Corner Road. 

Lake St:I·eet has also proposed an
other 6-MW project on 18 acres in 
Deerfield, which recently received 
a vai'iance from that town's Zo11ing 
Board of Appeals. 

A gi·oup called the Alliance for 
Appropi'iate Development, claim
ing tl1e Shutesbwy proposal would 
"mostly cleat· cut tlmty acres of 
land," has urged the town to impose 
a moratoriUin on large-scale solar 
projects pending tl1e creation of a so
lai· bylaw. 

A press release from the group, 
which hosted a fomm last month to 
discuss tl1e proposal, raises questions 
"about the process tl1at went into 
choosing this t:I-act, about tl1e sto1m 
water plans and lack of detail, about 
the plans to stabilize the soil to pre
vent erosion ... " The release also cited 
the potential impact of the project on 
potential vernal pools, and called for 
"site-specific surveys of endangered 
fauna." 

Lake St:I·eet managing director 
Mainin Lebovitz initially suggest
ed that tl1e proposed moratoriUin 
''would basically kill the project." 

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

Less Than a Half Day of Mowing 
By JENNY T. ABELES 

The July 27 meeting of the Gill 
selectboard began at 5 :30 with 
Amy Gordon, chair of the forest 
task committee, issuing a well
reasoned request for the town's 
highway depa1tment to assume re
sponsibility for mowing the fields 
of the town forest, specifically 2-
1/2 acres on the east side of Hoe 
Shop Road and 7 acres on the west 
side. Without mowing, the fields 
will themselves become forest, and 
to date they have been mowed on a 
volunteer basis. 

Randy Crochier rnised the point 
tl1at a volunteer mower working on 
town property could be a liability 
for the town, and highway supe11n
tendent Mickey LaClaire assmed se
lectboai·d members tl1at it would take 
less than half a day of work. 

Selectboard members agreed that 
tl1e forest provides a benefit to the 
town at minimUin cost, and voted 
unanimously to grant the depai·tment 
license to mow as frequently as they 
deem necessaiy. 

Kyle Kendell, from the Gill Fire 
Depa1tment, requested a purchase 
order for a "Rescue Randy" manne
quin to be used for fire-fighter t:I·ain
ing pmposes. The depaitment reck
ons that a 165 lb. mannequin costing 
$1,134 would best suit their needs. 
The life of "Rescue Randy" is likely 
to be from 15 to 20 years. 

To date, fire-fighters have been 
using a live person in their t:1·ai11ing 
sessions, which is both inadequate 
and potentially dangerous for many 
reasons. It is neither feasible nor 
practical to b01rnw one from a neigh-

boring depart:Inent. 
There was a b11ef discussion 

about the possibility of loaning the 
mannequin to otl1er depart:Inents, re
solved by the suggestion tl1at more 
regionalized trai11ing sessions could 
be a better idea. 

Town adtninistrative assistant 
Ray Pui'ington indicated that MIi.A 
Insurance might cover the cost, and 
failing that, selectboai·d members 
mentioned that the mannequin could 
be purchased with funds already al
located to the fire department train
ing budget. 

Crochier motioned to autho11ze 
Purington to follow up with the MITA 
gi·ant if possible, and the purchase 
order was gianted m1animously. 

Laclaire requested funds to re
pair both town dUinp t:Iucks. 

The first requires a piston re
placement costing $1,945 plus $300 
labor. John Wai·d inquired into the 
general state of the t:Iuck, and after 
being assured of its soundt1ess, sug
gested that it be appraised when it 
goes in for the repair. Selectboard 
members voted to repair the truck. 

The second dwnp t:Iuck requires 
a more expensive repair, a welding 
job on its plow. The selectboai·d dis
cussed with La Claire the comparative 
me11ts of fixing this plow or buying 
a new one with an understated tone 
of urgency, eve1yone agi·eeing on the 
imp01tance of resolving the issue be
fore winter. Snedeker mentioned tl1at 
tl1ere is a fund set aside for the main
tenance of this t:Iuck. 

LaClaire assmed the boai·d that he 
would provide them with tl1e figmes 
for repairs to tllis t:Iuck and the cost 
of a new one well in advance of the 

next meeting, so they could vote on 
a resolution tl1en. 

The meeting then focused on 
old business. 

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo and Ron-
11ie Lachance brought bids from 
three local builders (Renaissance, 
.Augustine, and Waldron) to repair 
walls - including baseboai·ds, heat
ing fixtures, and windows - in the 
town hall. Gauging tl1e best bid was 
difficult given va1ying interpreta
tions by the individual contractors of 
the work required. The selectboard 
agi·eed to postpone a vote m1til re
ceiving clai'ification from two of the 
builders regai·ding windows, insula
tion, and otl1er details. 

The minutes of July 13 's meet
ing were read and approved, and 
project updates were given by Ray 
Purington: 

• The price of LED sti·eetlights 
has increased since the town's 
initial inquiry. 

• The smnp pump and de
humidifier in the town's wet wall 
has been replaced. 

• Work is moving fo1ward on the 
roof of the safety complex, with a 
strut date of August 31. 

• The elementaiy school well 
enginee11ng contract is under re
view at USDA. 

Finally, in an effo1t to complete 
necessaiy repairs on the town police 
cruiser, PUI'ington has received word 
from the City of Greenfield that they 
will sell their 2005 cruiser for pa1ts. 

The meeting was adjowned at 
6:45 p.m. The boai·d's next meeting 
is.August 10. 

However, in a recent telephone inter
view he stated that he felt "compro
mise" solutions to address tl1ese con
cerns and allow the project to move 
f01ward could be reached. "We're 
working with the town and with the 
neighbors," he said. 

There has been some confusion 
about tl1e local process for consider
ing tl1e project. The opposition alli
ance has proposed both a moratori
Ulll on solai· development pending a 
bylaw, and a draft bylaw itself. Both 
ai·e slated to be considered at Shutes
bwy's annual town meeting next 
sp1'ing. Both proposals are also being 
heard by tl1e town planning board, 
wllich is deliberating on a special 
pemlit request by the developers un
der present zo11ing regulations. 

As of this w11ting, the planning 
board will hold a "combined hear
ing" on the moratorimn and bylaw 
on September 9, and a hearing on 
the special pe1mit on September 
21. According to town administra
tor Rebecca Tones, legal counsel 
has stated that the special permit 
could be approved, pending town 
meeting consideration of the mora
torium and bylaw. 

Opposition from Utilities 
It is also possible that none of 

these local solar projects will come 
to fruition if the state does not lift 
"net metering caps" on solar proj
ects. Net metering is the core policy 
that dete1mines how solar elech'ic 
generation is reimbursed by elec
ti'ic utilities. Both large-scale and 
smaller rooftop solar users receive 
credits for elech'icity they send to 
the regional grid. 

State law caps net mete11ng at a 
percentage of a given utility's "lligh-
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est llist011cal peak load." The cap is 
5% for public, and 4% for p11vate 
projects. The Shutesbwy project is 
being proposed to serve National 
Grid, which has already reached its 
cap. Montague's project would fall 
wider Eversource's cap, wllich could 
be reached by the end of this yeai·. 

There is a vocal statewide move
ment, led by the gi·owing solar in
dustry, to lift tl1ese net mete11ng caps. 
Utilities, and some manufacturing 
interests, have opposed lifting the 
caps in their cmTent fonn, arguing 
that the infrastructme that supp01ts 
solar power is subsidized by custom
ers without solai·. 

A special task force on net meter
ing, which issued a repo1t in May, 
was divided on the issue. Wllile 
the majoi'ity of task force members 
suppo1ted lifting tl1e caps, repre
sentatives of Eversource, National 
Grid and the Associated Indush'ies 
of Massachusetts opposed it. The 
Baker adtninistration has also op
posed lifting the cap, pending a plan 
"to refonn the state's solar incentive 
system in a balanced manner." 

On July 23, tl1e Massachusetts 
state senate unanimously passed a 
clean energy bill that would, among 
other provisions, lift tl1e caps until 
the state reaches a target of 1,600 
MW of solar production. The bill is 
now being considered by the House, 
wllich will not act until September. 
Last week, Baker announced tl1at he 
would file separnte legislation to ad
dt·ess the net metering issue. 

Ext:I·emely complex energy issues 
will be at the forefront of local, state 
and federnl policy in tl1e coming 
montl1S. Stay info1med - they could 

well have an impact on your 1•■..,. 
backyard. ~ 

RUMORS FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Sharp Turns 
Owing to a sudden but merci

fully sho1t illness the Reporter 
was unable to stock the Leverett 
selectboard meeting of July 28 
with a reporter, but town admin
istrator Marjorie McGinnis was 
kind enough to deb11ef us after
ward. 

Here are the main ideas, 
according to Margie: 

• Kip Fonsh brought the school 
regionalization issue to the meet
ing. The selectboai·d approved put
ting the issue to a town vote at an
nual town meeting next spring. 

• A b11dge on North Leverett 
Road, just over the border in Mon
tague, has been closed to heavy 
bucks. The trucks have been re
directed to Cave Hill Road, but 

ffi Catholic 
Charities 
Worces/er Co11111y 

are having difficulty making the 
sharp turns there. Highway super
intendent Will St:I·atford felt that 
the MassDOT should commit to 
repairing the bridge. 

• The well committee met with 
the board to discuss their ongoing 
debate on how to handle the homes 
on Teawaddle Hill Road which ai·e 
monitored for water quality. 

One option is to pursue an 
agi·eement with Amherst to work 
out the cost of connecting those 
homes to the Amherst water sup
ply. The other option was finding 
a suitable location to construct 
new individual wells to connect 
to the homes. 

• The municipal broadband 
project is ve1y neai·ly complete. 

Catholic Charities 
91 Main Street 

Greenfield, MA 

Come join our growing team in our sister towns: 
Greenfield, Shelburne, Northfield, Erving, 
Shutesbury, Wendell, and Turners Falls. 

Looking for Homemakers, HHA, CNA, 
PC workers. Training on hire. 

Must have reliable car to travel from client to client. 
Days, midday and evening shifts available. 

Competitive wages, Health insurance, 
Disability insurance, and 403B (retirement). 

Please call 1 (800) 244-4563. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

!ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTO BODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner 

FRED HOLMGREN 
Piano Tuning & Repair 
Serving central New England 

for more than 35 years 

978-544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Montague Center School 
Sale: Delayed Again! 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

The Montague selectboard has 
delayed the closing of the sale of 
the Montague Center School build
ing until August 31. This action 
was taken at the request of devel
oper Mark Zaccheo who informed 
town planner Walter Ramsey that 
bank approval of the financing of 
the proposed apaitment project had 
not yet been completed. 

The project will transfom1 the 
fo1mer school into a 22-unit apa1t
ment complex. Zaccheo's projects 
are widely praised for their high 
levels of energy efficiency, but this 
project has encountered numerous 
delays and significant community 
opposition since it was proposed 
more than two years ago. Crit
ics have argued that an apa1tment 
complex of this size will change 
the chai·acter of the Montague Cen
ter neighborhood. 

Originally the sale was to be 
completed by the end of last win
ter, but was delayed until July. The 
initial extension date on the most 
recent selectboai·d agenda was Au
gust 13, but an email from Zaccheo 
stated that the closing "was not 
likely to occur" before August 15, 
and might have to be extended to 
the end of the month. 

According to Ramsey, the bank 
has some "comments" on the re
quired Land Development Agree
ment which the town needed to re
view. The issues ai·e not major, he 
said, but it has not been possible to 
"expedite the time frame." 

Tom Bergeron, head of Mon
tague's Depa1tment of Public 
Works, raised concerns about the 
building's underground oil tank, 
which has been the subject of 
much discussion and negotiation. 
The town is required to remove the 
tank three days before the closing. 
Bergeron noted that the contractor 
hired to remove the tank "has been 
put off twice," and that he was 
hesitant to reschedule the work yet 
again. He also noted that if the sale 
falls through, the tank would be 
needed for the coming winter. 

The board discussed oil tank 
options, including the ''worst case 
scenario," but in the end voted to 
extend the closing date until Au
gust 31. A stipulation was added 
to the motion, suggested by town 
counsel, that "this is the last and 
final extension." 

Training Recommended 
During the meeting's initial 

public comment period, Turners 
Falls resident Aiyana Masla stated 
that due to recent "racial tensions," 
both national and local, she felt it 
was "imperative that an adequate 
anti-racism, racial sensitivity train
ing be provided" to the police force 
and all town employees. Masla 

gave the board a list of "local re
sources" that could provide such 
training. 

Rodney Madison, a downtown 
businessman, complained that he 
had tried to get on the selectboard 
agenda to raise the issue without 
success. He stated that a specific 
complaint against the police de
pa1tment had been rejected and that 
a request to discuss racial sensitiv
ity training at a selectboard meet
ing had been ignored. 

Selectboard chair Michael Nel
son said that he had been confused 
about what Madison had been re
questing, but that "we're on it ... you 
will have at least written documen
tation before the next meeting." 

Panels and Banks 
In other news, Ramsey info1med 

the boai·d that there had been two 
responses to a request for propos
als (RFP) for a solar project on the 
fo1mer landfill off of Sandy Lane. 
One proposal had offered to ex
pand the project to include much 
of the ai·ea cmTently designated for 
an industrial park. 

Ramsey suggested that the town 
issue a new RFP for a more ambi
tious solar project. The RFP would 
be issued on Wednesday, July 29 
and would be due on August 28. 
The boai·d gave Ramsey its "bless
ing," but did not vote on the matter. 

Rainsey also requested that the 
board issue a "notice to proceed" 
on the Millers Falls Road bank 
stabilization project to GEG Con
strnction of Springfield. There was 
a brief discussion of whether the 
board could legally reject the bid in 
favor of a more local company, but 
it was decided to stay with GEG. 

Build or Get Off the Lot 
Rainsey requested that the board 

enforce the deed restrictions and 
covenants on a parcel of land in the 
airpo1t industrial park that prohibit 
speculation. Companies purchasing 
property in the park must complete 
constrnction within 18 months of 
purchase. 

Rainsey stated that River Bluff 
Realtors, LLC, had purchased a par
cel in 2012 and received pe1mits, 
but so far had made "no progress" 
on development. Permits issued by 
the planning board have expired. 
The company did not respond to 
a request to attend a Selectboard 
meeting in June to discuss the is
sue. The board voted to authorize 
the chair to notify River Bluff that 
the town was prepared to enforce 
the covenants. 

Zoning for the Living 
Rainsey requested that the board 

suppo1t a zoning change for lot 
22 in Millers Falls. The proposal 
would change the designation of 
the prope1ty from its cmTent "Pub-
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J\1.a,ry traditional handcrafted items were on sale and displqy at the Pocumtuck Homeland Festival 
at Uniry Park in Turners Falls last 1veekend. The event was 1vell attended, and everyone seemed 

interested in getting to kno1v more about the history of Native Americans in our towns. 

lie, Semi-Public Status" to ''Neigh
borhood Business." 

The prope1ty is the location of 
a church building that new owner 
Richard Widmer proposes to tum 
into a residency for a1tists from 
Beijing, China. Rainsey stated that 
the only new use allowed under 
the cul1'ent designation would be a 
cemetery. 

The boai·d voted to suppo1t the 
change, which will need to go 
through a hearing process and be 
approved by town meeting. 
Bad News for School Boiler 

Chris Mason and Sally Pick of 
the Montague Energy Committee 
(MEC) came to update the board on 
the status of boiler repairs and an 
energy audit at Sheffield Elemen
taiy School. A new backup boiler 
proposed by the school district was 
rejected by the May town meeting 
in favor of a temporaiy backup and 
a comprehensive energy audit. 

According to Pick and Mason, 
the grant for the audit has not been 
approved. More impo1tantly, a plan 
to apply for a Green Communities 
Grant to fund the heating upgrade 
may not be possible, because the 
cmTent project funded by the state 
grant - a Shea Theater HVAC re
placement - may not be completed 
before the next funding cycle. 

"We were wondering if you guys 
have any ideas on how to move the 
Shea Theater faster," said Mason. 
" .. .if you can suggest anyone we 
could talk to, to move the Shea 
Theater faster. Othe1wise the boai·d 
might need to go to town meeting 
to pay the full cost of the project." 

Selectboard member Rich Kuk
lewicz asked if the company that 
cmTently services the boilers had 
been contacted for ideas. Mason 
said the MEC and the school dis
trict could pursue that option. 

Joanne Blier, the business man
ager of the school district, stated that 
''we've had a lot of discussions with 

that pa1ticular question was asked." 
As fai· as the Shea HVAC sys

tem is concerned, Ramsey stated 
the project would not go out to bid 
until the beginning of August. The 
heating upgrade is connected to a 
roof repair which would be prob
lematic during the winter months. 
Kuklewicz suggested investigating 
tenting the roof for cold weather 
work. "That's the type of job I 
rai·ely say can never be done," said 
Kuklewicz. "But there is a cost." 

Responsibility Corroding 
Robert Trombley, superinten

dent of the town's Water Pollution 
Control Facility, came before the 
boai·d to discuss a problem with a 
conduit which contains the power 
cable for the Combined Sewer 
Overflow (CSO) system. The CSO, 
which regulates and ti·eats sewer 
overflow that might othe1wise pol
lute the Connecticut River, was in
stalled in 2009. 

Trombley showed photographs 
of badly col1'oded and collapsed 
piping. Trombley stated that the 
problem was caused by the "flow
able fill" that contains the conduit, 
which has been "settling." 

"Looks like you have holes ev
e1ywhere," said selectboard mem
ber Chris Boutwell. 

Trombley stated that town ad
ministrator Frank Abbondanzio 
believed that the contractor's re
sponsibility for the conduit, which 
was installed in October of 2009, 
was six years: "So we're right on 
the doorstep of that six-year period 
expiring." He said he had sent two 
emails to town counsel, but "no one 
has gotten back to me yet." Trom
bley did not request any immediate 
action by the board. 

Other Business 
Two local businesses - Food 

City and the Black Cow Burger 
restaurant - came before the board 

our vendor, but I can check to see if as a result of selling alcohol to un-

derage customers during a police 
department "sting" operation. In 
both cases the boai·d voted to assess 
a one-day liquor license suspen
sion, to be put on hold for twelve 
months. 

Parks and Recreation director 
John Dobosz requested, and the 
boai·d approved, the establishment 
of a gift account for the community 
garden at Unity Park. 

The board held three "pole loca
tion" hearings. Bill Leblanc, repre
sentative of the electric company 
Eversource, proposed the constrnc
tion and placement of a total of 11 
poles. Nine of these were in the 
Chestnut Hill area, so they could 
well add to the cost of the broad
band project cmTently being con
sidered in that ai·ea. 

Depaitment of Public Works 
superintendent Tom Bergeron re
quested that the board endorse two 
task orders for services from the 
engineering consulting firm CDM 
Smith. The first, for $50,000, was 
for "cleaning, repairing and relin
ing projects" and for "the flume 
area that we ai·e hying to get 
cleaned out and repaired." The 
second ($31,500) was so "we can 
put all our sewer systems on a GIS 
plan." The boai·d approved both re
quests. 

The board voted to disburse 
$5,400, the last payment, for the 
senior center planning study. 

Michael Nelson was voted to 
represent Montague on the council 
of the Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments (FRCOG). 

The board announced that 
$374,909 from the 2015 Com
munity Development Block Grant 
would be used to finance low-in
come housing rehab work in Lake 
Pleasant, a recreation master plan 
in the same village, and two so
cial se1vice programs: Meals on 
Wheels, and childcare for English 
learners at the Montague Catholic 
Social Ministries. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SMDKY IRDJS 

Smoked Meats II Homemade Sides 
Open Fri/Sat/Sun 11-7 

874 Mohawk Trail in Shelburne 
413-336-5166 

www.smokybrosbbq.com 

NEEDFUL THINGS 
Now Holding Auctions 

"Formerly Known as Acorn Auctions" 

Every other Saturday night at 6 p.m. 
Previe111 2 to 6 p.m. 

199 DEERFIELD ST., GREENFIELD 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Re1nodeling Contractor 

Blow,, Cellulose fnsulalion • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Rc>paits • Spray roam Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hobbs: 
346 Conway SL, Greenfield 

hrymi/l()/1/1$r~111odeling@g111ail.cv111 

•tJIMI PICKLES I 
Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Old Depot Gardens, 

Upinngil, and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
___ ,.,..._.._ ___ __. (413)774-2600 GreeLlfield, MA 

Songline isn't gone! 
We've just moved. 

Order your favorite Emu Oil 
products online or by phone. 

Free Shipping Franklin County-discount code LOCAL 
Expires Aug 31 

www.AIIAboutEmu.com or 413 863-2700 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~ (413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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WENDELL from page A 1 
"After a decade of looking into the histo1y of 

Wendell," said Pam, "I had amassed a file cabinet 
of notes. And I was aware of the fact that Thomas 
Sawin had died before he could publish his notes. 
And I didn't want to pass away before getting his 
and mine out into the world. 

churches and religions in our town, and, of course, 
the Civil War." The book also includes many un
usual climatic events that occmTed in 18th and 19th 
centmy Wendell. 

"I read through all of Thomas' notes, and some 
of them were barely legible. It was painstaking but 
exciting work, like searching for buried treasure on 
each page. But, above all, I really wanted Thomas to 
be recognized for his labors. Together he and I paint 
a fuller picture than either one ofus could have done 
individually." 

Richardson feels that Joshua Green was Wendell's 
"man for all seasons." She said, "He did so much 
for the people of this town." Indeed, Green served 
Wendell as a selectman for three decades, a senator, 
a judge, justice of the peace, and a deacon. He was 
usually elected to the select boai·d unanimously ex
cept when there was one differing vote: his own. 

Green's grandson, Joshua, married "Hetty" Robin
son, the legenda1y "Witch of Wall Street." Robinson 
was the initial woman to make a significant amount 
on the stock market, turning a huge inheritance into 
a tidy smn that is estimated in today's dollars to be 
between two and four billion dollars. 

Richardson tells the story of Wendell through 
the biographies of some of its citizens from 1752 
to 1900, touching on key elements in the life of the 
town and its people. Many of the settlers came from 
Lancaster, Massachusetts, establishing themselves 
where no white people had colonized in this forest. 
Wendell was a town that developed as settlers were 
moving from east to west. "They took eve1ything 
they could from the land, mostly timber," she said, 
"and kept on going west." 

Wendell's peak population occurred in 1815 when 
the town had close to 1,000 inhabitants. The tally de
creased until 1960, when the count was down to 292. 
Today Wendell is a town of about 800 residents, and 
its population is once again increasing. 

Pam lives off the grid on beautiful Bear Mountain 
in Wendell State Forest with her husband, Peter Gal
lant. Born in Washington, D.C. in 1950, Richardson 
earned a bachelor's degree in urban studies at Whea
ton College in No1ton in 1972, and went on to do 
graduate work at UMass-Amherst and the Universi
ty of New Hampshire. She owned her own gardening 
business in Newbmy, taught French in West New
bmy and was a psychotherapist in Newbmypo1t. 

"I also tried to highlight important events," 
said Richardson, "in the time period I was writing 
about. I wanted to include material about Revolu
tiona1y War soldiers, Shay's Rebellion, the different 

To order her book, please contact Pam Richard
son at her email address: stoneoak2003@yahoo. 
com. The price is $20. Richardson will be at the 
historical society's booth at Wendell's Old Home 
Day on Saturday, August 22, selling the town's first 
histo1y book. u 

NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Town Shares Responsibility for Risky 
Fence, and Possibly for Risky Dam 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The Wendell selectboard 
meeting of July 29 was relatively 
sho1t, and ended while there was 
still some light in the evening sky. 
Several decisions were delayed 
to allow board members to get 
more information. Board Chair 
Christine Heard was not there. 

While waiting for the time 
scheduled for the first person to 
meet the board, town coordinator 
Nancy Aldrich noted that Wendell 
has been authorized $100,000 in 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funds, enough 
for three complete projects. The 
money is used for loans that can 
pay for homeowners to bring their 
buildings up to code, and do not 
have to be paid back until the 
building transfers ownership. 

Aldrich also repo1ted that 
Depaitment of Environmental 
Protection's sanita1y smvey had 
found some problems with the 
town's water system, which they 
require to be fixed by December. 

Board members decided to 
fo1ward that repo1t to Lany 
Ramsdell, the town's water 
system manager, and Jim Slavas, 
the facilities engineer. 

Among the problems are a lack 
of a colifonn monitoring plan, 
and no back up for pape1work for 
the regular maintenance Ramsdell 
pe1fo1ms. 

Fence Hole 
Recreation commissioner John 

Fitzgerald met the boai·d and 
brought in a letter from a con
cerned pai·ent about a gap in the 
fence that separates the Swift Riv
er School from Wendell Road. 

That parent thought that a child 
chasing a ball might nm into the 
road through the opening, and 
asked for a goat fence to stop 
that potential child. One end of 
the fence would be attached to 
the split rail fence that is already 

there, and the other end to a tree. 
Both the Wendell and New Salem 
selectboards would have to give 
their approval to the project be
fore the fence may be built. 

Selectboai·d member Dan 
Keller moved that the boai·d 
grant that approval, but member 
Jeoffrey Pooser suggested wait
ing until Heard, who worked at 
the school for 18 years, is pres
ent, and possibly having a site 
visit. Fitzgerald said that the next 
scheduled full board meeting is 
soon enough to get approval. 

Dam Mandates 
The next guests at the meeting 

were Ellen Trousdale and Luke 
Goodridge, co-tiustees of a land 
tiust that owns a 33-acre pond in
side a larger prope1ty. 

That pond is contained by a 
dam, which is called "high risk" 
by the state because it has a 12-
foot head. An inspection by engi
neering and environmental film 
Tighe & Bond showed that the 
dam needs $150,000 in repairs. 
(Trousdale said that cost would 
eliminate Peter's, her son's col
lege.) 

Goodridge said the state con
siders pait of Lockes Village 
Road as part of the dam, because 
the pond is contained by both the 
road elevation and by the dam. 
Wendell, he said, is therefore pa1t 
owner of the dain along with the 
land trust. 

The road is a county road, 
which means its center line is sur
veyed, but the actual road may 
not follow that line precisely. The 
town owns a right of way on ei
ther side of the smveyed line. 

Keller said he would ask 
longtime selectboai·d member Ted 
Lewis and road commission chair 
Hany Williston what they know 
about ownership of the dam, the 
path of the smveyed road center 
line, and the prope1ty lines. 

He also mentioned the possi-

bility of breaching the dam, which 
may be more expensive at first, 
but would eliminate the necessity 
for regular maintenance. He said, 
"We already own one pond and 
one dam," refen-ing to the town
owned Fiske Pond. 

The dam has collected so much 
silt that the water is only a foot 
deep at the dam, and the gate neai· 
the dam's bottom is rusted closed. 
The whole pond is shallow, hav
ing accumulated years of runoff. 

Mount Grace Land Tmst may 
also have some interest in the situ
ation for keeping a wildlife coffi
dor in that area. 

Pooser added this to his list of 
"Ullfunded mandates," this one 
falling onto a private citizen as 
well as onto the town. 

Other Business 
While checking out possible 

containination, workers from Or
ange Oil examined the contents of 
an oil tfillk in a house that has been 
empty and in the works for tax 
taking. They pumped it out and 
found that it contained heating oil 
that is still sound and useable, but 
could also be considered hazard
ous waste. Instead they called it 
home heating oil, and transfeffed 
it to the oil tanks in the town hall. 

Because of retirement by the 
person in charge, the state is 
stopping suppo1t of CAMA, the 
softwai·e prograin that Wendell 
uses for assessment, setting the 
tax rate, and getting the tax bills 
out. Wendell is one of 60 towns 
statewide that use CAMA, and 
Wendell will have to find replace
ment softwai·e. 

Town accountant, Brian Mor
ton said the state is cutting the 
entire division of local services. 
Pooser said there might be an 
open source program, and that he 
would look around for other op
tions as well. 

The next full selectboard meet
ing will be August 27. 

GMRSD from page A 1 

Gill Elementaiy parents and inter
ested adults ai·e invited to meet Driscoll 
at the school on Monday, August I 0, at 
6:30 pm. for an info1mal meeting. 

At its July 28 meeting, Sullivan 
asked the school com1nittee to review 
and approve thiiteen job descdp
tions which have been updated by the 
adininisti·ation. These were each re
viewed by the committee, which made 
some adjustments - mainly to style and 
grammar, but a few things needed to 
be updated to match contract language. 
All the descriptions were approved by 
unanimous school committee vote. 

As pa1t of this process, the members 
were info1med of several new hires, as 
well as instances of teachers and ad
ministrative staff moving to new posi
tions within the district. 

At Gill Elementa1y alone, four new
ly-hired teachers will begin in the fall. 
Sullivan assured the boai·d there will 
be significai1t training and mentoring 
programs to help new teachers, and 
the fact that the new principal has been 
working at Gill should help with the 
ti·ansition there. 

On the adininisti·ative side, in addi
tion to the recent hi1111g of Annie Leon
ard as secondaiy school p1mcipal and 
Eai·l McGraw as secondaiy assistant 
principal, Donna Fitzpatdck will be 
taking over the position of Director of 
Teacher and Leaming, left vacai1t by 
the retirement ofMaity Espinola. 

After-School Grant 
The school district has secured a fed

eral 21st Centmy Community Leaming 
Center grant through the Collaborative 
for Educational Se1vices. This grant 
will provide $175,000 a year for three 
years to fund after-school and summer 
programs at Sheffield Elementaiy. 

The disti-ict is cmTently interview
ing candidates for the position of site 
coordinator for the program. The after
school program will mn from 3:15 to 
5:15 p.m., Monday through F11day, for 
35 weeks staiting in September. 

Music Scholarship 
Joanne Blier, director ofbusiness op

erations, announced the establishment 
of the Arthur E. Neipp Scholarship 
Fm1d, with a conti·ibution of $10,000 
from the estate of Althur Neipp (TFHS 
'48). The scholai·ship is to be awai·ded 
annually in the amount of $500 to a 
graduating senior who plans to major 
in music at the college level. 

Althur's son, Jeffrey Neipp of Ley
den, asked that he be notified regard
ing the student selection and date of 
the awai·ds ceremony, so that a fainily 
member could attend. 

School committee members ex
pressed their thfillks and appreciation 
for this generous bequest. 

Capital Improvements 
Blier noted that the town of Mon

tague has voted to approve the debt 
exclusion for the Sheffield window and 
door project through the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA). 
The disti-ict recently received the final 
executed Project Funding Agreement 
from the MSBA, and is finalizing re
vised contracts with the Owners Proj
ect Manager (OPM) and designer for 
the project. Once contracts ai·e signed, 
the OPM will begin working on the 
design of the windows and doors, with 
final constiuction documents expected 
by early October. 

The question of the Sheffield boiler 
is a separate matter. Blier rep01ted she 
met with the Montague Energy Com
mittee on July 15. The town of Mon
tague has applied for a META grant 
which would pay for an energy audit. 
She said the town is waiting to hear if 
they have been awarded the grant. 

Blier explained the scope of the au-
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dit, would include having a contractor 
recommend a tempora1y backup solu
tion to addi·ess the immediate concerns 
of having a dysfunctional boiler. Blier 
will attend Montague selectboard 
meetings, and is hopeful that the ques
tion will be brought to a special town 
meeting to provide funds for a tempo
rary solution. 

School committee members and 
the superintendent expressed concerns 
over this idea of a "temporary solu
tion" to the problem. 

Still No Treasurer 
The person selected to se1ve as dis

ti-ict ti·easurer could not be bonded and 
so, Blier said, "we are nowhere." The 
school dish-ict will need to continue to 
search for an appropriate individual 
to serve as ti·easurer. In the meantiine, 
steps will be taken to make sure the 
necessa1y tasks will be addi·essed by 
the school committee. 

The budget for FY' 16 is still in 
flux. Sullivan repo1ted the governor 
recently vetoed funding designated 
for full-day kinderga1ten. Baker re
duced the state's $18.6 Inillion full
day kindergarten expansion grant to 
$17. 7 million in the FYI 6 budget, 
which will significantly reduce Gill
Montague's shai·e. There is still hope 
that the legislature will restore this 
funding but ifnot the district will need 
to make up for the loss in other ways. 
Sullivan said the FYl6 budget includ
ed $43,500 from this grant. 

Statement Made 
At the end of the meeting, Mar

jorie Levenson, member from Mon
tague, read a statement that said, in 
pa1t: "This committee has a problem 
as a body. It has failed to recognize its 
role as an oversight committee. This 
means sometimes hard questions need 
to be addi·essed and not swept under 
the rug with the claim they will b1mg 
unfavorable publicity to the disti·ict. 
'No news is good news.' ... 

"We are public se1vants first and 
foremost charged with the public tmst. 
Ducking and hiding is not the answer 
when tough questions need to be ad
dressed. We cannot solve problems or 
mn from issues by igno1mg them. Our 
watchwords must include civility, can
dor, comtesy and transpai·ency. Only 
the children are supposed to win, it's 
not about us!" 

Next Meeting 
The school committee is still on 

a summer meeting schedule. Its next 
meeting will be a goal-setting session 
to be held on August 18, at 5 p.m. in 
the Turners Falls High School confer
ence room. 

If the members decide they need 
another meeting before September, 

there will be a regular meet- 1-■.., 
ing held on August 25. ~ 
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external, though the gash beside 
his eye required five stitches. 
He still spo1ted a black eye on 
Wednesday, and declined to be 
photographed for this story. 

Mr. Zhang first learned to 
cook in mainland China, and 
honed his skills in Boston's 
Chinatown neighborhood be
fore purchasing the restaurant, 
fonnerly Beijing Station, in 
spring 2013. He named it after 
his daughter. 

He expressed thanks to the 
bar patrons who called the po
lice, and to all the customers 

AUGUST 6, 2015 

and local business owners who 
have come by to offer him help 
this week. 

According to Sgt. Christo
pher Bonnett of the Montague 
police department, an active 
investigation is underway, and 
no fmther info1mation can be 
released to the public at this 
time. 

He and Mr. Zhang both en
couraged anyone with infor
mation about the assailants to 
contact the depa1tment. Det. 
Bill Doyle is the investigating 
officer. u 

Explore the Solar System! 
The Boston Museum of Sci

ence team will visit Leverett on 
Tuesday, August 18 with their 
po1table planetarium to take us 
on a tour of the night sky. 

The event will be held in the 

Leverett Elementaiy School. 
They will offer two sessions, 

3 p m. and 4 p.m. Space is lim
ited, so please sign up early by 
stopping by the Leverett Libra1y 
or calling (413) 548-9220. 

Yoga at the Senior Center 
Chair Yoga classes will be 

held at the Montague Senior 
Center, 62 Fifth Street, Turners 
Falls, Tuesdays from 10:30 to 
11:15 a.m., from September 22 
through October 27. 

These classes offer a good 
stretch and strengthening for 
muscles, oiling for joints and 
fun! People from all towns and 
all skill levels are invited, in
cluding folks in wheelchairs. 

There is a suggested dona
tion of $1 for each class. 

Mat Yoga classes will also 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Ir. 

be held at the Senior Center, on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:15 
a m., over the same period. 

These classes offer gentle 
stretches for seniors, focusing 
on release of the joints, balance 
and stress reduction. People 
over 5 5 from all towns and all 
skill levels are invited. There is 
a suggested donation of $8 for 
each class. 

For more info1mation, please 
contact Robe1ta Potter at the 
Senior Center at 863-4500 or 
863-9357. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls 

Member Lino 
Carpet 

The Flooring Network. 

' ■ ; ·■ -. ■:;,' ■ : .· 
The Gill TaveRn 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
·■ I ■' ■ , ■• '. 

'I •• l I • 

Serving Home Grown 

Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

N-MASSAMONT 
ALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Office"'<I~~• 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

www.pvsquared.coop PionoorValeyPholo\,tJl!aics 
• •o~k•r•uw11ed ,;oop••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 

e 
&iiDJ--

(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(-+13) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423·3810 Home 
don@cbumr .. com E-mail 

www.cbupton-massamont.c 44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 



PEOPLE ARTS HISTORY SPORTS EVENTS SENIOR NEWS PUZZLES CRIME FUN 

YEAR 13-NO. 40 Bl 
FEATURES@~IONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG OF THE l\lONTAGUE REPORTER AUGUST 6, 2015 

BOOK REVIEW 

"Looking For 
Judah": Local 
Author Unlocks 
Secrets of His 
Family Tree 
By PAM RICHARDSON 

MILLERS FALLS - On a 
sultly mid-July moming, David 
Bmle and I sit across from each 
other in the cool air of a book
filled room on the 1101th side of his 
house, the last one on a dead-end 
street in the sleepy town of Millers 
Falls. Tall windows open out onto 
a garden backed by woods and, 
behind them, the Millers River. 

Soft-spoken and self-con
tained, Bmle describes himself as 
"a lucky man." "Good fortune has 
often come my way," he says. 

He grew up in Tumers Falls 
on the banks of the Connecticut 
River at the Narrows, and he of
ten visited his mother's parents in 
Millers Falls in this house where 
we now sit, a house once occupied 
by his great-grandparents, Judah 
and Lizzie Smith. Throughout his 
childhood and adolescence, Bmle 
spent long hours here wandering 
in the woods and along the river 
bank, aware of his deep roots in 
this place and excited by the many 
varieties of birds he saw. 

So strong was his sense of his 
family's history on this land that 
he can still recall feeling as if he 
were, somehow, in a time-warp. 
His father worked six days a week, 
52 weeks a year, and the family 
confined itself to a localized life. 

The Millers and Connecticut 
rivers, however, provided Bmle 
with a sense of "elsewhere," and 
after earning a degree in foreign 
languages (because he was think
ing about a career as a diplo
mat), he joined the Peace Corps 
which sent him to Morocco for 
two years. After that, he went to 
France where he found both a job 
and a wife. 

Eventually, though, he was 
pulled back to Millers Falls to 
help care for his grandfather, Ju
dah's son, Abe Smith. At Abe's 
death, Bmle and his wife, Mo
nique, purchased Abe's house and 
Bmle landed himself a job in the 
Amherst school system, where 
he was head of the Foreign Lan
guage Department for the next 
thirty years. 

Behind all of these facts are 
many interesting back stories, 
but the relevant one here had its 
inception in 1973 when an aunt 
divulged to Bmle that his great
grandfather Judal1 was not what 
he seemed, that he was - in her 
word - "different." By "differ
ent," she meant that Judah was 
not the Caucasian he appeared to 
be, but a man whose heritage was 
African-American. 

Seeking documentation of 
this surprising revelation, Brule 
searched where he could in those 
pre-intemet days, but met with 
one dead-end after another until 
he finally gave up. With no proof 
of the truth of his aunt's story and 
because he had promised her never 
to reveal the family's secret, he ef
fectively bmshed the whole thing 
aside for the next three decades. 

Then, in 2006, in a conversa
tion with a relative who was in 
hot pursuit of their family's ge
nealogy, Bmle spilled the beans. 
This disclosure set in motion a 

see BRULE page B4 

Collective Living in Leverett 
- • ~ •• A Look Back f 

By ANN TWEEDY 

LEVERETT- Before there was 
Laurel Hill Drive and Ryan's Hill 
Road, there were modest houses 
smrnunded by woods and pastures 
where groups of adults lived and 
managed households together. They 
developed after the better-known 
communes like the Montague Frum. 
In the 1970s and eai·ly '80s, these 
Leverett homes and prope1ties had 
distinctive names: Mittenwald, 
Ant Rocky's, Tree Toad Farm, the 
Moose House. 

These homes had character, and 
were full of chai·acters. Two of these 
locations, Mittenwald on Juggler 
Meadow Road and Ant Rocky's on 
Amherst Road, were sold to the Kit
ti·edge Land Tmst, knocked down 
ai1d enclosed. 

People who have moved to Lev
erett in the past decade only know 
the land that leads to the intersection 
of the two roads as a walled-in mys
te1y. This is the home of''The Candle 
Man," not a reference to a Stephen 

King novel but a real person, Yailkee 
Candle Company founder Michael 
Kitti·edge. 

Robbie Leppzer of Wendell lived 
at Mittenwald (German for "middle 
wood") in the mid-1980s. The du
plex, built in the '70s, used the same 
driveway as the gated Kitti·edge 
estate on Juggler Meadow Road. 
After the changes in the neigl1bor
hood, Leppzer couldn't go back for 
25 years. He considers the meadow 
where he lived to be a sacred space. 

When he did finally go back four 
yeai-s ago, he said, "I stood up on a 
wall and peered over, and I was in 
complete shock. It was so radically 
chai1ged. Everything I knew about 
the beauty of that wild meadow 
now looked like an antiseptic golf 
cow·se." 

Leppzer remembers heating about 
M01ris dat1cers who celebrated May 
Day in the meadow, and wondered 
if this is the origin of the distinctive 
Juggler Meadow name. 

Jan Bodendorf, an early resident 
of Ant Rocky's (named for its ants 
and rocks, not after a redoubtable 
aunt) remembers her time there as 
a wonderful experience, and says 
that when she drives by the big 
gate marked #6 on Amherst Road, 
she feels sad that she can no lon
ger travel down the old driveway. 
She remembers walking old paths 
through the meadows and stands 
of trees to Route 63. Leppzer also 
remembers these paths, including 
one that connected Ant Rocky's 
and Mittenwald. 

see LEVERETT page B6 

Top left: A side view of Ant Roc-91'.s-. Top right: Directions. 
At bottom: Housemates Patry and Joanne in the kitchen, September 1980. 

Mayberry, Part Two: 
Growing Up in Turners Falls 

By JEFFREY WEBSTER 
II: 

"' ln 
Catadromous. There's a word 

most ofus have probably never used 
in eve1yday conversation. 

worked there some umpteen zillion 
yeai-s - a ve1y long time. One night 
he drove my mother ai1d me to the 
station to watch yom1g eels migrate 
upriver. Hundreds of small silver 
wiggling eels that had been born in 
the Sai·gasso Sea (pretty much the 
1niddle of the Atlantic Ocean) were 
scaling (scales ... fish ... get it?) the 
ve1tical wooden sluice gates to get 
from the river into the canal. It was a 
sight I have never forgotten. 

~ Ill 

It refers to fish that live in fresh 
water rivers and sti·eams, but spawn 
in salt water. It is 180 degrees oppo
site of what salmon do. There is just 
one catadromous fish in the Con
necticut River, the American eel. 

So what does this have to do 
with the price of sushi in Shutes
bmy? Well, nothing actually, but the 
thought takes me back to one night 
sometime in the 1950s. 

Russell Webster, my father, was 
a foreman at Cabot Station. He had 

I spent quite a bit of time at Cabot 
with my dad. He worked p1inlai1ly 
in the contl-ol room overlooking the 
tm·bines on the main floor below. 
To leave, we usually took a sho1tcut 

see MAYBERRY page B4 

The author'.s-jather, Russell Webster, 
working at Cabot Station, probab!J 

around the ear!J 1950s. 

25 Bt1cks: A Bia Deal at the 
Franklin Area St1rvival Center 

By ELIZABETH NASH "' myself off to the little Fom1h Sti·eet 
~ shop where Maiy, Veronica, and 
~ Randi know my name - and even 
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TURNERS FALLS - Wow, am 
I ever lucky! In return for baking a 
few pans of raspbeny squai·es for 
our monthly music coffeehouses, 
my pals in the F11ends Group at the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center recent
ly gave me a $25 gift ce1tificate to 
- guess where? The Franklin Area 
Survival Center Thrift Shop! 

(/) 

:2 save stuff for me when I walk off 

Since I buy most of my clothes 
at thrifts and rai·ely spend more than 
$5 for anything, this gift represent
ed profound sensitivity, astonishing 
lai·gesse, untold possibilities, and 
lotsa fun at one of my favorite plac
es on the planet. 

Thus, one happy Satm·day I took Green-and-cream mesh tee. 

without it. 
In about half ai1 hour, I'd rounded 

up a neat little collection of duds. 
They play so nicely with one ai1oth
er that I could throw them all in my 
suitcase and spend a week in, say, 
Sicily, if someone invited me and the 
ai1fare suddenly dropped to $1.50. 

Here's the rundown: 
Elegant long black button-front 

stretchy skiit, because I collect black 
skirts and also, you never know 
when you'll be called upon to ride 
sidesaddle: $3.25. 

see THRIFT page BS 

By ANDREA GLAMPYRE 

TURNERS FALLS - If it 
wasn't July, the clouds above 
Unity Pai'k might have given us a 
white Christmas after all. 

Jolly spectators gathered 
around the edge of Batton 
Cove, and many small boats 
with their b11ght and shining 
red noses could be seen within. 
Country music carried over the 
water. A private fireworks show 
popped behind trees in Gill, on 
the other side of the river. 

"Let's get this show started," 
said a lady in a lawn chair. There 
was still a good deal of daylight 
at eigl1t thiity, probably the main 
of many meny differences be
tween Clu-istlnas in July and 
Christlnas in December. 

The ti·adition of decorative 
lights began, in part, to brigl1ten 
moods caused by long winter 
nights. Clu-istmas in July was 
ii1vented at a girl's camp in the 
1930s, and althougl1 there were 
likely many Ma1y's at the camp, 
no angels heralded the seculai· 
conception of the celebration. 

The standard mnning lights 
on most boats are red and green, 
the contrasting colors of elf pa
jamas. Sequencing sti·ing lights 
and creating mastheads out of 
glowing plastic Santa Clauses is 
a logical next step. 

It is a celebration that encom
passes all of the fun and mlholy 
gaud of Ame11ca 's favorite holy 
day. Throw iii some Indepen
dence Day fireworks and you 
have the combination of the two 
most wonderful times of the year. 
It's a good fit for a boat parade. 

The distant music quieted 
and the boats begai1 linii1g up. 
"It's staitii1g!" tmmpeted a little 
girl who is most likely on the 
"nice" column of that ii1famous 
x-mas checklist. 

About eight water-wo1thy 
crafts motored towards the or
ange traffic bairel buoys that 
stretch from across the river 
and where most of the crowd 
gathered. 

Speedboats, bullet-like cmis
ers, and two pai1y boats made up 
the parade. When the sweet silver 
bells of the persuasive Trans Si
berian Orcl1est1·a sta1ted to com
mand du-owing-away of cares, 
the "meny"time festival lights 
lit with simultaneous precision. 
Good job! It was time to yell ho 
ho ho and illmninate the dat·kness 
of winter, um, summer. 

As a person who has recently 
begun collecting creepy Santa 
Clauses and decoratii1g with tin
sel garlands, I must say that the 
decorations on the boats were 
really fantastic. 

Some were better than oth
ers, but I believe in pa1ticipa
tion prizes. I can only ask for 
more! Next year, I hope for 
more lights, more carols, and 
Santa in a Speedo! 

The holiday spirit even got into 
B1yan, who like everybody else 
I know, really didn't want to be 
there. To those who don't know, 
booming sound systems on boats 
are a real and powerful thing. 

The show was followed by 
fireworks and late night revelers 
throughout the town. Next year, 
we want to be in the pai·ade ... 
someone loan us a boat! 
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Pet of the Week 

"NORM" 
Hi I'm Nomi and, as my name 

suggests, I'm searching for some 
"no1m"alcy in my life. 

In the past, I've been a bam cat 
but that gig didn't suit me. 

When I came to Dakin, shy and 

withdrawn, they called me 
a spirit cat. 

But once I settled in 
with my buds in the col
ony room, I wasn't so shy 
anymore. 

In fact, I really like peo
ple and enjoy intrnducing 
myself when they visit the 
colony room. 

Maybe "no1mal" for me 
is going to be "house cat," 
with outdoor privileges af
ter the birds have leamed 
to fly. If nothing else, I 
hope my new normal in-
cludes someone to love ... 
maybe you? 

Contact the Dakin Pio-
neer Valley Humane Society 
at ( 413) 548-9898 or at info@ 
dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
August I O to 14 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 am. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday 8/10 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chaii' Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 8/11 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
10:30 am. Chaii'Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
12:30 p.m. Tech Tutor appts. 
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting 
Wednesday 8/12 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chaii' Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo & BDay Lunch 
Thursday 8/13 
9 am. Tai Chi, Veterans' Outreach 
10 am. Coffee & Conversation 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 8/14 
Reflexology by Appointment 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chaii' Exercise 
Noon PizzaPa1ty (sign up) 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 

the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lunch- Fridays 
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, tempo

rarily at 18 Pleasant Street, Erv
ing, is open Monday through F11-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for 
activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal info1mation 
and reservations. 

For info1mation, call Paula Bet
ters, interim Senior Center Direc
tor, at ( 413) 423-3649. Transpor
tation can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confinn activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 8/10 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 Knitting & Crochet Class 
Tuesday 8/11 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 am. COA Meeting 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
12:30 Painting Class 
Wednesday 8/12 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo & Snacks 
Thursday 8/13 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles 
12:30 Jewehy Class 
6:30 p.m. Garden Meeting 
Friday 8/14 
9 a.m. Quilting, 9:30 Bowling 
11 :30 Pizza & Movie 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a 11de. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER AUGUST 6, 2015 

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

MCTV and the UVMF 
By PAM KINSMITH 

July 25 was a big day in music 
as the Upper Valley Music Festival 
rolled into Tumers Falls. 

In its 5th year, the festival is a 
celebration of independent music 
from every genre that grows in pop
ularity with each passing year. The 
event is an all-volunteer production, 
which is quite remarkable given 
the demands of both electric and 
acoustic set-ups in multiple venues 
throughout the area. MCTV was 
there with multiple crews to capture 
all the action. 

A key pait of the festival's mis-

sion is to raise money for the Amer
ican Cancer Society. Cai1cer has 
touched many involved with the 
festival fostering an ongoing com
mitment to raise money in the fight 
against this insidious disease. 

With over thiity acts taking the 
stage, aitists came from as far away 
as Austin, Texas, New York City 
ai1d Montreal, Canada to play for 
the excited crowd. 

Many local favorites, like Sho
kazoba ai1d Brook Batteau, received 
rousing applause from the attend
ees. The festival brought an Irish 
flair to the festivities with the Celtic 
Heels Irish Dai1cers, Steve Brown 

and haipist Rosemary Caine as 
well as funk, rock, soul ai1d countiy 
throughout the day. 

Catch all the excitement on 
MCTY, where we will be show
casing all the bands in vai'ious seg
ments for sti·eaniing and viewing in 
our regular schedule. 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch and leai11 how easy it is to use 
a camera and capture the moment! 
(413) 863-9200, infomontaguetv@ 
gmail.com, or stop by 34 2nd Street 
in Tumers between 10 a m. and 4 
pm. Monday through F11day. We'd 
love to work with you! 

Pipeline Camp Fundraiser River Cleanup Dates 

This Saturday, August 8, there will be a fihn 
event at the Montague Common Hall (fo1merly the 
Grange) to raise funds and build solida11ty with the 
Unist' ot' en Action Camp. 

The Connecticut River Watershed Council's (CRWC) 
19th annual Source to Sea Cleanup will be held Friday & 
Saturday, September 25 & 26, 2015. 

The annual Cleanup is a two-day event coordinated 
by CRWC in all four states of the 41 o+ mile Connecticut 
River basin: New Hampshire, Ve1mont, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut.. Each fall, thousands of volunteers of 
all ages and abilities head out to clean the Connecticut 
River and its t11buta11es on foot or by boat. 

Films shown will include Kahsatstenhsera: In
digenous Resistance to Tar Sands Pipelines; Resist: 
The Unist'ot'en '.s' Call to the Land, and several other 
sho1t docmnentaiy pieces, prll'llai'ily highlighting in
digenous resistance to toxic gas fracking, tar sands 
oil extraction, and the pipelines that prop up these 
deadly industi·ies. 

Doors open at 6:45 pm., and the event will nm 
until about 8:30. Suggested donation is $5 to $20. 
We regret that the hall is not wheelchair-accessible. 

There are three ways to get involved: report a trash site 
in need of cleaning, find a cleanup group near you to join, 
or organize and register your own local cleanup group. 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I was wondering if older 
people get bad breath more than 
younger folks. 

I could find no direct coll'elation 
between aging and halitosis, which 
is the fancy te1m for bad breath. 
However, I'm going to take a couple 
of educated stabs at the issue raised 
in this question. 

Many older people have den
tures. If they don't fit coll'ectly or 
ai·e not cleaned often, they can col
lect food and bacte11a; both can lead 
to bad breath. 

D1y mouth (xerostomia) is a con
dition that allows dead cells to accu
mulate in your mouth creating bad 
breath. Most xerostomia is related 
to the medications taken by older 
adults rather than to the effects of 
aging. More than 400 medicines can 
affect the salivaiy glands. 

The following ai·e causes 
of bad breath: 
• Any food stuck in your teeth. It 

will decay and give off an odor. 
• Some foods such as onions, garlic, 

For more info1mation or to register for the event, visit 
www.ctriver.org/ cleanup. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Foul Exhalations 
spices and herbs. They contain 
substances that create bad breath 
when digested. 

• Alcoholic beverages. Alcohol, it
self, is odorless, but many alco
holic beverages contain ingredi
ents that leave a telltale odor. 

• Pe11odontal (gmn) diseases and 
cfillker sores. 

• Diseases of the lung, kidney, liver, 
stomach and pancreas. 

• Sinus infections, sti·ep throat, ton
sillitis and mononucleosis. 

• Smoking. This dries the mouth and 
causes an odor of its own. 

• Severe dieting. 

Here are some ways to prevent 
bad breath: 
• Bmsh your teeth after you eat. 
• If you weai· a denture, clean it at 

least once a day. 
• Floss daily or use another interden

tal cleaner such as a high-power 
electi'ic toothb1ush. 

• Bmsh your tongue, which can col
lect bacte11a and food paiticles. 

• D11nk water to moisten your 
mouth. 

• Chew sugai-Iess gmn. It stimulates 
saliva production and collects 
debris. 

• Buy a new toothbmsh several 
tll'lles annually. 

• Get a dental examination. 

Mouthwashes and breath-fresh-

eners of all kinds mask odors for 
a while; they ai·e not preventives. 
Many antiseptic mouth rinses, how
ever, have been accepted by the 
Ame11can Dental Association for 
their therapeutic benefits and also 
have breath-freshening prope1ties. 
These 11nses kill the genus that 
cause bad breath instead of siinply 
hiding halitosis. 

At times, most of us wony about 
having bad breath. It's no smprise 
that there are so many products out 
there to combat the problem. But, 
those of us who wony about it usu
ally are doing something to prevent 
it. Bad breath is found more often in 
people who neither know nor care 
that they have it. 

This b11ngs me to a condition 
wo1th mentioning. There is a psy
chiati'ic condition called "delusional 
halitosis." This is linked to depres
sion. One patient with this delusion 
used up to a tube of toothpaste ev
e1y four days. 

I read another study which dem
onstrated that the people who tiy to 
smell their own breath tend to think 
their breath smells worse than it 
does. Best advice I found was to ask 
a family member or good friend to 
give you an accurate assessment. 

Jfyou would like to 
ask a question, write to 

fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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printing tips and on line services: 
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UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ 
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Easy in-lO\\n location ,~r:tst . 
Secure 14-hour access fll\C.IS -" 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fll 
ConLr.ictors, f"lea Marketers, Trod~show Venows 

and Arlisls encouraged lo inquire 

Anna Hendricks 

GRlAT rALLS 
CRE.ATIVE. 
MOVlfVllNT 

dance instructor tel:413 863-2122 
email: studio.movemenc@gmail.com 

web: www.greatfallscreativemovement.com 

322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
(413) 772-2700 

E-mail: bikebob@crocker.com 
Web Page: http://www.bikes-uolimited.com 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
152 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Tumcri; l't11ls, MA 
413-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HallKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St. 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 
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Masala Jazz: Diversity 
Makes Beautiful Music 

By JULIE CUNNINGHAM 

LEVERETT - The roots of the 
Masala Jazz group nm deep in fam
ily and friends, and band founder 
SiriNam Khalsa said he created the 
band with the intention of blending 
music with family and friends. 

"Not unlike the India spices used 
in masala, I wanted a band to reflect 
a mixture of several types of music 
as well as incorporate the feeling of 
family and friends," said SiriNam. 

Recently, the band played at the 
Leverett Crafts and Arts to raise 
funds for the studio as part of the 
Unity in Diversity conceit. The 
band plays all over the Pioneer Val
ley, however, with venues ranging 
from The Black Sheep in Amherst, 
the Lmnber Yard in Amherst, and 
Sam's Pizza Cafe in No1thampton. 

Each show has its own great 
memories, but a few stand out in 
SiriNam's mind. 

"A few great memories come 
to mind, one at the Luthier's Coop 
when a few couples spontaneously 
got up and sta1ted dancing to "Latin 
Alive" which sparked others to join 
in. Another time was an earlier gig 
when Dr. Sam's Jazz trumpet play
ing father sat in with us at the Black 
Sheep," said SiriNam. 

SiriNam explains the positive ef
fect the music has on people as ex
pressing an inexpressible emotion. 

"Next to silence, music expresses 
the inexpressible. It is a universal 
language that can transcend age, 
gender, race, and religion and touch 
the pait of all of us that wants to 
connect," said SiriNam. 

Part of the chaim of the Masala 
Band in pa1ticulai· is the diversity of 
the group. SiriNam sta1ted the band 
when his son, Dharam Bir, began 
to leai'11 an instrnment. Dharam Bir 
sta1ted slowly, playing a few notes 
and chords on the keyboard for the 
Indian ki1tan during the Sunday 
Sikh services. 

"He caught on ve1y quickly and 
his creative talent was apparent from 
the beginning," said SiriNam. 

Dharam Bir was heavily influ
enced by his early years of leaining, 
and one musician in pa1ticular stood 
out in his mind. When Dhai·am Bir 
was 11 yeai·s old, SiriNam took him 
to see the Dr. Lonnie Smith Trio. 

"That made a big impression 
on him because this older African 
American Jazz organist was also 
wearing a turban, had a beai·d, and 

la -,azz 

was a Sikh," said SiriNam. 
When asked about his influences, 

Dharam Bir cites Dr. Lonnie Smith 
as a musician that inspires his music. 

"Dr. Lonnie Smith made a big 
impression on my style of playing. I 
also enjoy the Swiss New Age harp
ist, Andreas Vollenweider," said 
DharamBir. 

Dharam Bir said what he enjoys 
most about playing music is affect
ing people in a positive way and 
seeing their reactions. 

SiriNam Khalsa has been playing 
guitai· since the 1960s. He sta1ted out 
with rock and roll and blues in high 
school, playing in a band with his 
brothers. He later switched to jazz, 
starting a popular jazz fusion band 
in college called Offering. SiriNam 
enjoyed success with Offering, 
opening for jazz greats like Sonny 
Rollins and Art Blakely. 

"I sta1ted playing rock and roll 
and blues in high school, and be
cause of its freedom and creativity 
of expression was inspired to play 
jazz after heai'ing other jazz bands 
and musicians," said SiriNam. 

Band members consist of Siri
Nam on guitar, Dhai·am Bir on key
boai·d and tabla, childhood friend 
Jesse Ball on the keyboai·d, bass, 
and accordion, and SiriNam's ne
phew Jahian Cooper Monize on 
dmms. SiriNam's brother Peter Vita 
joins the band when he visits from 
New York City, and another child
hood friend Nevin Mmny sits in on 
dmms from time to time. 

SiriNam's friend Sam Gladstone 
plays cla1'inet with the band when 
he is in town and SiriNam's uncle 
Jeff Rodgers plays sax when he is in 
town from New York City. 

Monize said he was stmck by a 
tune called "Hea1t Strings" on a Ray 
Brown album, and thinks the band 
also has some Miles Davis influenc
es. As for crowd favorites, he thinks 
"Hea1t Sti'ings," "Moanin," and 
"Wichita Lineman." For Monize, 
expressing himself and being cre
ative ai·e the best pa1ts of playing 
music. 

To follow Masala Jazz and to learn 
about upcoming shows, find the band 
on the Facebook page m1der Masala 
Jazz. Masala Jazz plays the first Sat
urday of the month dming lunch at 
the Black Sheep Cafe in Amherst, 
every third Saturday of the month 
dm'ing lunch at S.AM's Pizza Cafe in 
N01thampton, and at Cushman Cafe 
on Sundays dm'ing b1unch. 

The Masala Jazx. band pl<!Jing at the Leverett Crafts and Arts as part of 
the Unity in Diversity concert. The band plays all over the Pioneer Valley at 

venues like The Black Sheep and The Lumber Yard in Amherst. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Eerie Rowboat; Coyotes Mimic Human; 
Drunk Stunt Mowing; Shirtless Intoxicated 

Male Absconds With Assorted Goodies 
Monday, '7 / zo 
11: 11 a.m. Party from 
Gary's Coins and Antiques 
into station to speak to 
Chief Dodge re: ongoing 
harassment from the owner 
of Madison's on the Avenue. 
Advised of options. 
2:07 p.m. Caller reports 
that a man just approached 
her, yelled at her, and hit 
her car with his hands, 
accusing her of following 
him for "68 days." Subject 
came from the area of Fifth 
and J Streets and followed 
caller to the area of the 
ATM by the Greenfield 
Co-op Bank. Unable to 
locate. 
8:01' p.m. Caller reports a 
small hole, approximately 
3" in diameter, in the road 
near the library. Caller 
stated it looked down 
a "sewer pipe." DPW 
advised; responded that 
they placed cones in the 
area and will work on it in 
the morning. 
10:36 p.m. Report of male 
trying to cause trouble 
with caller's brother on L 
Street. Advised of options. 
10:61 p.m. Suspicious 
vehicle outside a Winthrop 
Street residence. 
Responding officer found 

party known to caller and 
advised him to go home. 
Tuesday, '7/ZI 

1 :32 a.m. Caller reports 
loud disturbance behind 
a house on G Street. 
Responding officers report 
that incident was verbal; 
parties separating for 
night. 
11:21 a.m. Report of 
squatters m a vacant 
apartment on Woodland 
Drive. Area search negative. 
Apartment secured. 
12:08 p.m. Caller contacted 
Chief Dodge with three 
concerns: ( 1) a female who 
appears to be camped out 
in the Pesky Park bandshell 
with a lot of belongings;(2) 
a male who is camped out 
behind Greenfield Savings 
Bank next to Food City; 
(3) parties with tents who 
have been congregating at 
the old Railroad Salvage 
site ( see next entry). 
Officer spoke with woman 
in bandshell, who advised 
she was resting in the 
shade while waiting for 
a ride. Officer checked 
behind GSB: male was not 
there, but there was trash 
on site. Info will be relayed 
to board of health. 
12: 15 p.m. Caller reports 
several subjects camped 
out at the old Railroad 
Salvage property; advises 
that subjects are hiding 
behind fence at this time. 
Officer placed call to 
property owner, advised 
her of the complaint and 
inquired if she wanted any 
police assistance. Owner 
,vill be in to pick up copies 
of relevant calls. 
2:25 p.m. Report of a 
rowboat with attached 
oars floating by the closed 

portion of the dam. Caller 
cannot see anyone in 
the boat or in the water. 
Northfield Control Room 
called and reported that 
their staging workers were 
using the boat but did not 
tie it up, so it floated out. 
If the boat does not wash 
to shore tonight, they 
will lower a smaller boat 
tomorrow morning and 
retrieve it. 
6:32 p.m. Environmental 
police officer advises 
that he is off in the area 
of Green Pond with a 
few people swimming in 
the area. MPD officer 
en route. Three parties 
escorted from area and 
issued citations/fines by 
environmental police. 
Wednesday, '7/ZZ 

6:51' a.m. Caller reports 
subject seated in chair 
covered by blanket outside 
side door of Our Lady of 
Peace Church off L Street. 
Staff have walked by 
multiple times but subject 
has not moved; staff 
uncomfortable with subject 
remammg. Responding 
officer reports that subject 
1s OK, just sleeping. 
Courtesy transport to 
Shady Glen provided. 
7:1<6 a.m. Report of 
syringes in road on Walnut 
Street. Officer retrieved 2 
syringes. 
9:29 a.m. Bike reported 
stolen on Randall Wood 
Drive. 
1:21 p.m. Party into station 
to report that a vehicle has 
been parked in the pull-off 
area just past Montague 
Center School for the past 
week. The vehicle has a 
large box in the back that 
is filled with DVDs. Officer 
contacted registered 
owner, who advised that 
he has been living nearby 
and parking there. Owner 
will make other parking 
arrangements. 
1 :28 p.m. Report of 
shoplifting (beer and food) 
from Food City. Report 
taken. 
2:06 p.m. Multiple calls 
reporting 2 car accident 
with personal injury and 
airbag deployment at 
Turners Falls Road and 
Hatchery Road. Officers, 
MedCare, TFFD,andMSP 
(MCFD/EMTs) advised. 

arrested on a 
default warrant. 
6:36 p.m. Threatening/ 
harassment at Subway. 
Report taken. 
8:56 p.m. Officer out with 
2 skateboarders on Unity 
Street; parties advised that 
this behavior needs to stop 
or they could be ticketed. 
10:1<6 p.m. Several 911 
calls reporting accident at 
Route 63 and Green Pond 
Road. Male party thrown 
into back of hatchback 
car. MedCare transported 
patient to Greenfield, 
where he was Life Flighted 

to UMass Medical Center 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. Citations issued. 
Thursday, '7 / ZS 

8: 19 a.m. Officer assisted 
with moving along subjects 
on Migratory Way who 
were obstructing the area 
and refusing to move. 
8:37 p.m. Caller reports 
observing two parties 
arguing on Second Street; 
the argument began to 
get "heated," and a black 
vehicle approached at a 
high rate of speed and 
seemed to try to hit one 
of the involved parties, 
who was on a bil,e. Vehicle 
last seen headed towards 
First Street/ Avenue A. 
Other parties left going 
towards Fourth Street. 
Investigated. 
10:1'8 p.m. Assisted 
Sunderland PD with single 
car accident; vehicle into a 
cornfield approximately 
160 feet. 
Friday, '7 I Z4 

12:1<6 a.m. Caller from 15 
Fifth Street reports a male 
party beating on her door 
to get into her apartment; 
party had a baseball bat 
and was coming at her 
with it. Caller advised she 
had minor scrapes to one 
arm; refused EMS when 
offered. Officers checked 
area, observed damage to 
apartment, and advise that 
there is probable cause 
for arrest. Greenfield PD 
advised to be on lookout. 
Summons issued. 
8:02 p.m. Burglary/ 
breaking and entering 
on Randall Road. 
Investigated. 
8: 16 p.m. Caller reports 
that one of his neighbors 
is on his riding lawn 
mower; caller believes 
neighbor is intoxicated and 
mowing circles in another 
neighbor's yard. Officer 
spoke to involved parties. 
No impairment observed. 
Property owner had no 
complaint. 
Sattu·day, '7/Z5 

2:22 a.m. Report of 
approximately 10-15 
people yelling/partying 
in alley between Third 
and Fourth Streets. Caller 
states that subjects sound 
intoxicated. Disturbance 
determined to be coming 
from inside a Fourth Street 
apartment. As officer pulled 
up, 3 subjects ran inside 
residence. Renter arrived 
moments later, and the 
three subjects left. Renter 
advised of complaint. 
2:36 a.m. Caller reports 
that he and his friend can 
hear what sounds like a 
baby crying in the woods 
off Lake Pleasant Road/ 
Old Northfield Road. 
Caller states that they are 
about to go back into the 
woods with flashlights to 
search around. Officers 
checked area and heard 
coyotes, which they believe 
to be the sound that the 
caller was hearing. Officers 

spoke with neighbors, who 
did not hear anything. 
Officers checked area 
again; negative findings. 
8:08 p.m. Party into lobby 
reporting "big bonfire" on 
Turnpil,e Road between 
PD and Rabbit Hill. TFFD 
advised. 
8:1<0 p.m. Request for 
officer to speak to a couple 
of fishermen sitting on 
the old bridge abutment 
at Unity Park; they are 
swearing at boats involved 
in the Christmas in July 
party that are making 
noise and disturbing their 
fishing. Caller states that 
there are a lot of kids 
around and hopes an officer 
can settle the fishermen 
down. Officer clear; parties 
have moved on. 
Sunday, '7 I Z6 

1 :22 a.m. Caller reports 
that his girlfriend's purse 
was stolen from his pickup 
truck while parked on 
Marshall Street within the 
last hour or so. Referred to 
an officer. 
9:1<0 a.m. Caller from 
Millers Falls Road reports 
that someone broke into 
his apartment through 
a window this morning. 
Caller returned home to 
find his window open; he 
now cannot find his cat 
and believes it was stolen. 
Report taken. Caller later 
called back advising that 
he found the cat hiding 
inside his leather couch. 
10:30 a.m. Report of a 
male subject wandering 
around near a ballgame 
in progress at Sheffield 
Elementary School making 
parents uneasy. Subject was 
there yesterday as well, 
and officers responded. 
Officer provided a courtesy 
transport for subject to his 
residence. 
10:1'1 a.m. Report of 
shopping cart on bike path. 
A purse and other items are 
visible in the cart. Officer 
spoke with owner of items 
and advised her that she 
cannot leave her property 
there; she is en route to 
remove the items. 
11 :66 p.m. Report of 
single motorcycle accident 
on Montague City 
Road. Female passenger 
ejected; unlmown injuries. 
Operator left scene on 
red motorcycle heading 
westbound on Turnpike 
Road; caller believes 
operator to have been 
intoxicated. Passenger 
refused medical treatment 
and was transported 
to MPD for interview. 
Officers out looking for 
male, who later called to 
advise that he was in an 
accident last night but left 
the scene because he got 
scared. Operator will come 
in to station. 
Monday, '7 I Z'7 
1<:37 a.m. Vehicle vs. deer at 
Montague City Road and 
N Street. No injuries; deer 

see MPD page B4 
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MPD from page B3 
left scene on own four legs. 
9:1<5 a.m. Caller from 
Worcester Avenue reports that 
the neighbor's chickens have 
been getting loose and coming 
onto his mother's property, 
defecating on the driveway and 
pushing around/ damaging 
the mulch. Caller advised that 
animal control officer is off 
this week, but that an officer 
will attempt to speak with the 
neighbor. 
1:53 p.m. Multiple reports of 
a loose pit bull from Central 
Street. Dog located in public 
parking lot on Third Street 
and appears to be returning 
home. Officer followed dog 
back to Central Street; dog 
would not let officer get close 
to him. 
2:1<5 p.m. Pocket watch reported 
stolen on Sixth Street. Report 
taken. 
10:21' p.m. Caller advises of 
train stopped at Lake Pleasant 
railroad crossing; the gates are 
down and some sort of alarm 
is going off. Joe from Pan Am 
stated this train is waiting 
for another eastbound train 
to pass by; will be there for 
another hour or so. 
10:31 p.m. Report of 
suspicious party walking 
around apartments on 
Griswold Street and looking in 
windows. Officer made contact 
with part)', who was walking 
around having a few cigarettes 
to blow off some steam but is 
now in for the night. 
Tuesday, '7/zs 
7:31' a.m. Dishwasher reported 
stolen from a house on 
Highland Avenue. Report 
taken. 
9:02 a.m. Purse reported 
stolen from vehicle on Avenue 
A overnight. Report taken. 
10:10 a.m. Request for an 
officer to speak with the 
Baltazar Crew working on 
Greenfield Road; caller owns 
properties near the job site 
and advises that the Baltazar 
trucks often speed by. Referred 
to an officer. 
11:38 a.m. 36 MS-Contin pills 
reported stolen on Randall 
Road. Report taken. 
1:1<9 p.m. Caller concerned for 
welfare of two dogs on Fifth 
Street. Officer spoke with a 
tenant of the building. Copy 
of call left for animal control 
officer. 
2:31' p.m. Caller reports that 
pop-up tent belonging to 
Greenfield Savings Bank that 
was stolen from Pumpkinfest 
has been spotted behind the 
old GSB location with a Jeep 
parked underneath it. Officer 
spoke with registered owner 
of vehicle parked under tent, 
who advised that he found the 
tent in 2 pieces in a dumpster 
after a windstorm and was able 
to patch it together. Officer 
advises that vehicle owner's 
account seems credible. Branch 
manager and vehicle owner 
will work this out among 
themselves. 
7:05 p.m. Report of about 10 

large trash bags in the alley 
behind Second Street. Message 
left for Board of Health. 
9:55 p.m. Caller from Oakman 
Street reports that someone 
attempted to kick in his front 
door while the occupants of 
the house were asleep. Area 
checked; track terminated at 
Griswold Street. Unable to 
locate. 

Wednesday, '71 Z9 

12:51 a.m. Caller from F.L. 
Roberts reports that an 
intoxicated male with no shirt 
and tan shorts just ran out of 
the store and took a left with 
a bag of cashews, dog treats, 
and possibly a cheese stick. 
Units on scene; party will be 
summoned. 
7:28 a.m. DPW reports that 
one of their workers was 
almost struck by a vehicle that 
pulled into the Patch at a high 
rate of speed and was driving 
erratically. Operator located 
and issued verbal warning. 
9:35 p.m. Caller from Dell 
Street advises he just heard a 
loud bang and that someone 
appears to have tried to kick in 
his door. Officer observed door; 
shoe size is slightly larger than 
last night's call, but definitely 
same pattern. Officers located 
a group of people responsible 
for the damage last night and 
tonight. All parents have been 
contacted and are on scene. 
Homeowner advised to obtain 
an appraisal for the damage 
and contact MPD. 
Thm·sday, '7 I so 
1 :02 a.m. Report of male 
observed inside caller's truck 
on James Avenue. Report 
taken. 
2:1'5 a.m. Caller reports being 
assaulted by two males in the 
parking lot near the old bridge 
abutment on First Street. 
Investigated. 
3:01 a.m. Caller from Lake 
Pleasant reports what he 
believes is a baby crying for the 
past si..'c hours. Officers located 
a house where a young child is 
unable to sleep and not happy. 
Otherwise, all is well. 
11: 19 a.m. Wallet and 
checkbook reported stolen 
from vehicle on Alice Street 
overnight. Report taken. 
12:1'3 p.m. Caller from Main 
Street reports receiving 
suspicious letters at her 
residence. The first was a love 
letter from an anonymous 
male claiming not to have seen 
her for 10 years and asking her 
to text him. The second was 
from someone claiming to be 
the anonymous male's wife 
asking the caller to send her 
a copy of the letter from her 
husband. Report taken. 
Saturday, 8/1 
9: 12 a.m. Cash reported 
stolen from a Fourth Street 
apartment. Report taken. 
9:1'9 p.m. Caller complains of 
noise from band playing at 
Hubie's Bar; cannot hear TV 
over music. Officer advises 
that highest decibel reading he 
saw was 83 and that band will 
be shutting down shortly. 
Sunday, s/z 
9:20 a.m. Request for removal 
of a homeless female who is 
camped out on the property 
of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center. Caller reports that 
trash is strewn around, party 
has been defecating on the 
lawn, and there are signs that 
she had a small fire on the 
property last night. Services 
rendered. 
1:29 p.m. -arrested on a default warrant. 
11 :1'9 p.m. Caller reports that 
she was almost hit by a car on 
Avenue A; car had just struck 2 

cars parked on the Avenue and 

has heavy front end 1-■.., 
damage. Investigated. ~ 
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BRULE from page B1 

long jowney leading to a series of dis
coveries that, as he says, "revealed and 
legitimized something I've always felt." 

Brule uses an wmsual format to tell 
his tale: Looking for Judali alternates 
between fact and fiction, present and 
past, process and personalities. Brule's 
ancestors come alive through the de
vice of a family council, a gathering 
of ten generations of the clan during 
which certain key members take turns 
holding a talking stick and telling their 
individual stories. 

granddaughter, manied to a man with 
probably both Native and black blood, 
went up the Connecticut River to settle 
in Haitford and, later, their daughter 
followed the river north to the Deer
field/Greenfield area. That daughter's 
daughter, Betsy, maiTied three differ
ent men, one white and the other two 
"dark," with mixtures of black and 
Native American blood. Judah Smith 
(Jeffrey's 4th-great-grandson and 
Brule's great-grandfather) was Betsy's 
son by her white husband. 

teen, the Red Sox hired him as a relief 
pitcher and he played that year in the 
new Fenway Park. But his career path 
caine to an abrupt halt the following 
yeai· after a letter from a Greenfield 
resident advised the team's managers 
of Smith's mixed blood; they sent him 
packing, telling the media that a heait 
ailment had forced him to quit. 

Crushed and wonied for her chil
dren's futures in a prejudiced society, 
Judah's wife, Lizzie, conspired to erase 
any and all ties to non-white kin and 
culture. She was so successful in her 
efforts that the trnth would not surface 
in the family for another centmy! 

The reader is taken back in time and 
place not only to Judal1's marriage to a 
white woman but also - even fu1ther 
back - to Charlestown, Rhode Island, 
and the Nanagansett Indian tribe's 
reservation where, in the early 1700s, 
Brule's 7th-great-grandfather, Joseph 
Jeffrey, a Nehantic/Naingansett, ad
opted the ways of the white man in 
order to survive. The house he built 
there has survived the centuries and 
been placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places as an example of 
transitional building methods, from 
Native American to Colonial. Hop
ing to leave inner tribal strife behind, 
Jeffrey's descendants migrated to the 
Nehantic traditional lands at Black 
Point in Lyme, CT, near the mouth of 
the Connecticut River. 

Judah farmed and tended fields until 
he was about twenty-five (1878) when 
he got a job as a caniage driver, first for 
Levi Gunn and then for Gunn's Millers 
Falls (tool) Company. In 1881, he mar
ried a newly-an-ived Scottish woman, 
and the following yeai· he bought the 
house "with seven acres of meadow 
and pasture" on the Millers River. 

Looking for Judah is a compelling 
story of one man's search for his an
cestral identity. The book also under
scores our countiy's long-standing 
obsession with skin color as it reveals 
how many generations of the author's 
family dealt with the stigma attached to 
not being one hundred percent white. 

Judah - like his fi-iends ai1d neighbors 
- seems to have been aware of both his 
Native-American ai1dAfi1can-Ame11can 
he11tage, but no one in his small 1-iver
side town appears to have given it much 
thought. By living in a white town, at
tending a white chmch, and manying a 
white woman, he was effectively assimi
lated. He "passed" for white. 

Remarkably, Brule's search for his 
he11tage connects him with an Afri
can-American cousin, one town over, 
whom he had never met. Discovering 
that they shared a desire to uncover 
their mutual roots, the two men under
take the quest together. 

Acentmy or so later, Jeffrey's great-

The Boston Red Sox, however, 
were another sto1y. Judah's son, Doug 
Smith, was such an exceptional base
ball player that in 1912, at age eigh-

Brule's prose becomes lyrical 
when he talks about his deep sense of 
place, the 1-iver, and its prominent role 
through ten generations of his family's 
histo1y. 

The book conveys a sense of des
tiny, too, although - when I ask him 
about this - he says that, as a young 
man, he never dreamed he would come 
back here. It is only in hindsight that 
he can see that returning to his roots 
was inevitable. 

His plan, before life intervened, had 
been to go into the diplomatic corps; 
instead, he used the skills needed for 
that job to act as a Go-Between, me
diating between generations, and now, 
races and tribes. As Brule writes on the 
back cover of his book, his is truly an 
American tale, told in "red, white, and 

David Brule, speaking about the history of Native Americans who once lived in the 
region at the Pocumtuck Homeland Festival in Turners Falls on Saturd'!)' afternoon. 

black." 11!!11■_ 
A lucky man, indeed. !IS 

MAYBERRY from page B 1 

through what he called the buss room. As he opened the 
door, we were greeted with a fairly loud buzzing and I could 
feel the electric atinosphere in the room. 

He always said that unless I wanted a "shocking" experi
ence, to keep my aims at my side and walk on the rubber 
mats. He didn't have to tell me twice. 

Driving into Cabot from Montague City Road near the 
FaiTen, there was a concrete box set into the side of a hill. 
That was where dynamite was stored, for blowing up large 
chunks of ice in the canal before they could clog the tur
bines. I saw them do it a couple of times. I don't remember 
seeing anyone actually set the charge, but I do recall watch
ing my dad touch two wires together, followed by a muffled 
boom. There was no huge movie-type explosion, just the ice 
coming apart into smaller pieces. 

When I was yom1ger and my older sisters and brother were 
at home, we spent time at the Turners Rod and Gun Club. 
Sometimes we stayed overnight and other times we would 
spend the day and join others for dinner. My dad would often 
make huge tubs of coleslaw for gatherings at the club, as well 
as at our friends' camps just across Deep Hole. On lazy days, 
we would row out into the river and fish, or just sit. There was 
a smell to the mud along the riverbank that I can still conjure 
up when I think about those carefree days. 

My childhood was fairly mundane, except on the rare oc
casions when I got into a ski1mish with another kid over ab
solutely nothing. One scuffle, when I was in the sixth grade, 
was completely humiliating, because I was beaten by a girl 
in the alley between Third and Fomth Streets. 

A tough girl, who I believe had stayed back a grade, de
cided that I was her enemy. I was not much of a fighter and 
I knew it was wrong to hit a girl, so I wouldn't hit back and 
she declai·ed herself the victor. The next day at school in the 
Patch, she told eve1yone, and I was disgraced in the eyes of 
my classmates. 

Fortunately, kids' attention spans are short and it was 
soon forgotten - except by me. While writing this, I just 
realized that I manied a woman with the same name as my 
to1mentor. Hmmmm! 

It was common in those days for kids my age and older to 
spend summers working on tent tobacco in Deerfield, What
ely and Hatfield. I was fo1tunate to escape that fate, but I 
remember my brother coming home on the company bus 
covered with dirt. Before he even caine into the apartment, 
my mom and dad would drive us over to the pumping sta
tion in Greenfield, so he could wash off the worst of it. 

Speaking of water, I often rode with my dad to get water 
from a spring on the Route 2 side of Canada Hill. My wife, 
who grew up in Greenfield, remembers her dad doing the 
same thing. I suppose it's possible that we had encountered 
each other long before we met at GCC in 1966. 

I was only five and a halfyeai·s old on June 9, 1953, when 
an EF-4 tornado tore through Worcester and other smTound
ing towns. More than 90 people died, with hundreds injured. 
The incredible destrnction was something that New England
ers thought only happened in Oklahoma or Kansas. 

My brother was a member of the Sea Scouts in Turners, 
and several of them volunteered to help clean up the devasta
tion. He was gone a few days. Up until then, the most exciting 
thing his unit had done was learn to sail boats on the river. 

Turners was a pretty quiet town back in the day. My dad 
used to pai·k his 1956 Studebaker President on Third Street 
and leave the keys in it. I sometimes left my new bike on 
the street in front of Baker's used furniture store overnight. 
It was always there the next day. 

My first bike was an old clunker that my father received 
in trade for electi·ical work at The Old Stone Lodge up in 
Gill. The beautiful old building had been turned into a ve1y 
nice restaurant by my dad's friend, Hap Dunican, and his 
wife. It later became the home of Michael Metelica's Re
naissance commune. 

In the Leave It to Beaver world of the 1950s, it was a 
summer tradition for kids to set up lemonade stands. 

I didn't see a future in lemonade, so instead I sold my tat
tered old comic books at a table in front of our Third Street 
apa1tment building. They were a nickel apiece, so I didn't 
exactly get rich. 

Lemonade might have 
Maybe it's not too late! 

been a better choice. II 
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ILOOJfilM'@ ~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here :S-the way it was August 

11, 2005: News from the Montague 
Reporter :S-archive. 

People's Harvest 
Coming to Riverside 

At their Monday night meeting, 
August 8, the Gill selectboard gave 
the go-ahead for what organizer 
Joe Graveline of the Friends of the 
Wissatinnewag called "a Native 
American version of the Deerfield 
Craft Fair." 

Graveline, who lives in No1th
field, said the festival, called "the 
People's Harvest," would be a one
day event on Sunday, September 
18, to take place at the Schuetzen 
Verein on Ba1ton Cove, off Route 
2 in Riverside, Gill. 

"This will be the first time in 
328 years that tribal people will be 
gathering on this land in celebra
tion," Graveline said. 

He pointed out that before the 
massacre at Peskeomskut, under 
the leadership of settler captain 
William Turner on May 19th, 1676, 
the area now known as Ba1ton 
Cove was one of the northern paits 
of the village of Peskeomskut, also 

SCENE REPORT 

Upper Valley 
Music Fest 2015 
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - On July 
25, I went to the Upper Valley Music 
Festival in Tmners Falls, and heard 
several pe1fo1mances at several dif
ferent places in the area. The festival, 
a benefit for the American Cancer 
Society, retmned to Tmners Falls for 
a fifth yeai· after a year in Greenfield. 

The venues included the Shea 
Theater, the Great Hall at the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center, the bar called 
the Rendezvous, the Harvest Market 
Stage, and Hubie's Tavem. 

I went from venue to venue to see 
the different pe1formances and get 
my take on them. Festival t-shi1ts 
were for sale in front of the Shea 
Theater, and I got in for free as a re
po1ter, which was very cool - I e1tjoy 
having a press pass to wear. 

At the Shea, there was a group 
called Blackstone Cui!, with a mum
mer, two fiddlers, and two guitars -
one electric, and one acoustic. They 

known as Wissatinnewag, a joint 
use area for numerous tribes who 
fished the Great Falls. The area has 
been continuously occupied for 
more than 10,000 years, one of the 
oldest sites in what is now known 
as New England. 

Lamonakis Takes Light 
Heavy Weight Title 

There's a new world champion 
in town. Montague's Sonja Lamon
akis won the Women's Boxing 
World Chainpionships in the Light 
Heavy Weight class on August 6. 
Held in Kansas City, MO, the tour
nament featured 1500 fighters rep
resenting six different countries. 

Sonja defeated national champi
on Tyler Lord-Wilder by decision 
in four rounds. Only the top 5 fight
ers in the US at each weight class 
were invited to the tom11ainent. 

Sonja, who is trained by world
famous Lee Shabaka in Brooklyn, 
NY, is cmi-ently ranked third in the 
United States for her weight class. 

"It was an adrenaline msh," said 
Sonja. "I trained ve1y hard for six 
months to win, ai1d now that I've 
done it, it's great. All my hai·d work 

sounded more like rock 'n' roll than 
folk music. The theater had a some
what darkly lit atmosphere, but I en
joyed hearing them play. 

Mike Ladd's singing of a song 
called "Wtld Rover" was great, as 
was his guitai· playing. I would con
sider Blackstone Cuil to be my fa
vorite of the perfonners who were at 
the festival. 

There was what was called a Tra
ditional Irish Music Session at the 
Rendezvous, which didn't sound bad 
for what seemed like a group of ama
teurs. The perfo1mers sat in a circle 
together while perfonning. A fiddle 
player named Kenny Butler among 
them was really good. The other 
men in the group joined in when Tim 
Donohue sang. The second fiddle 
player named David Bmle sound 
good too. Two flute players, Brad 
Hurley and Ted Soulos, were also 
pa1t of the group. 

Kalliope, who pe1fo1med on the 
stage outside of Hubie's Tavern, 
looked to me to consist of a group 
of teenagers. There were two female 
electric guitar players, who played 
well and sang fine, as did the young 
female diummer and a male key
board player. One of the female gui-

has paid off." 
Lamonakis is well known to 

locals from her point position be
hind the counter at her pai·ents' 
busy lunch counter at Scotty's on 
the Hill in Tm11ers, and is also an 
elementaiy school teacher. 

Montague Approves 
$2.2 Million Sewer Debt 

On a day of low voter tmnout, 
the $2.2 million debt exclusion vote 
passed last week by a slim margin. 
Work on the combined sewer over
flow project is now unde1way. 

The debt exclusion will shift 
40% of the cost of the planned 
$5.7 million sewer repairs and 
wastewater treatment plant up
grades onto the taxpayers, leaving 
the remaining 60% of the project 
to be paid for through sewer user 
feeds, which will rise significantly 
in the coming yeai·s. 

Taxpayers can expect an aver
age increase of $76 on their prop
e1ty tax bill, while sewer feeds are 
expected to rise for residential us
ers from $5.31 a gallon to $7.38 a 
gallon by 2008. Industrial users are 
facing a likely 42% increase. 

tar players sang a ballad quite well. 
The music they played sounded a 

little too pop for me. But the group 
is making an albmn at the moment, a 
fact they mentioned while perfo1m
ing, so other people must find their 
music to be enjoyable. 

A group called Luddy Mussy pre
sented me with a similar reaction 
when I heard them. Luddy Mussy 
sounded like I was heaimg folk mu
sic playing, although the male singer 
sounded like he was singing a coun
try song. 

Another group of perfo1mers 
called Sheez Late, who were at Shea, 
sounded like countiy music - even 
through one man playing a cello and 
another I believe was playing a con
ga dium. I guess Sheez Late would 
be my second favorite, since they 
sounded like countiy music and I re
ally love countiy music. I was able 
to e1tjoy them, too, despite the atino
sphere of the theater. 

One of the pe1fonnances at the 
Great Hall at the Great Falls Discov
e1y Center had four women called 
the Women Song Writers. That group 
consists of one playing fiddle, two 
playing guitai-s, and one playing a 
keyboai·d. Their singing was all right. 

THRIFT from page B 1 

Equally elegant black rayon tee 
from Liz Claiborne, with whom I am 
very simpatico: $2.25 Gewels from a 
previous thrifting adventure) 

Flowered ski1t for days when I am, 
or need to be, in a sweet and pleasant 
mood: $3.25 

Green-and-cream striped mesh 
tee with asymmetiical hem and ten
dency to fall rakishly off one shoul
der: $2.25 

Blue flowered sweater, because I 
love blue and black together (it's my 
Italian half): $4.25 

Ivory cotton slacks for those 101-
degree smmner days when you're 
going to be in Sicily, or ti·otting in 
and out of freezingly air-conditioned 
stores in the Pioneer Valley: $4.25. 

Relaxed ivo1y cotton tee because, 
well, relaxing is good, and I like the 
way these shirts keep flowe1y or for
mal things from looking too Miss 
Priss: $2.25 

Geometric earrings, also good 
for teaching p1issy clothes a thing or 
two, $0.50 

Ivory cotton slacks. 

When one of women was done 
singing, the other two women sang, 
which I prefen-ed- maybe the duet of 
the two just hit the right notes for me 
better than that first person's singing. 

After heaimg all of these perfor
mances, I understood why the fes-

B5 

Geometric earrings. 

For the spousal unit, cmi-ently ex
panding his repertoire with a bit of 
pattern here and there: a cotton shi1t 
that di-apes beautifully, because it's 
by Italian menswear designer Er
mengildo Zegna (what is it with this 
Italian thing?!), a fine shut but not so 
fancy-dancey as to prevent a geolo
gist from feeling perfectly field-wor
thy and rock-happy: $3.25 

So there you have it: Without 
even counting as I went along ( oh 
yes, I should have been), I totaled out 
at $25.50, and reaffumed my faith in 
one of Monta.gue's most wonderful 
resources. 

If you've got a few bucks to spare, 
I highly recotrunend that you stop by 
and happy up your wai·di·obe. Then 
come on by the Discove1y Center 
Coffeehouse on the second Friday 
evening of eve1y month ( except De
cember - Santa needs us). You can 
preen in your "new" outfit while you 
scarf home-baked treats and listen to 
some great music. Ciao, baby. 

Elizabeth Nash lives and thrifts 
- or lives to thrift - in Turners 
Falls. Also living in Turners are the 
Franklin Area Survival Center at 96 
Fourth Street (next to the bakery!), 
and the Great Falls Discovery 
Center, across from the Shady 11 
Glen Diner on Avenue A. ~ 

tival di·aws the amount of people it 
does each yeai·, beside the fact that 
it's for a worthy cause. 

The pe1fo1mances ai·e of good 
quality, and at least to my ears, ve1y 
diverse-sounding. 

At the Wendell Free Library: 
Pastel Paintings by Laurie Neely 
By RICHARD BALDWIN 

WENDELL-Laurie Neely of Orange pres
ents seventeen pastel paintings for the July -
August exhibition at the Wendell Free Lib1a1y. 

pictm·e and looks out at the viewer. In "Rapun
zel" a kitten or young cat looks directly at the 
viewer as well. Both feel so close they invite 
petting. In other paintings, the animal is placed 
futther back from the viewer. 

Her painterly ti·eatinent of each subject ex
tends into the background. In "Egyptian Cow" 
every smface is filled with small mai·ks. h1 
"Orlando" her loose ti·eatinent of the feathers 
is repeated in the background clapboards. h1 
both pieces colors ai·e relatively muted and the 
subject is placed against a siinple geometiic 
background. 

Lamie Neely is a member of a pastel group 
at Alt Space in Greenfield, and has shown her 
work there repeatedly. Most works in this ex
hibit are for sale. Neely specializes in atlllnal 
po1trait commissions, and cai1 be reached at 
(413) 374-3755, or via email at whitemule
com@yahoo.com. 

This show is made up of a collection of 
work: some landscapes, four pieces based on a 
nip to Egypt, and nine aniinal po1traits. Since 
two of the Egypt paintings also are of airimals, 
the show provides a unique oppo1tunity to see 
how the a1tist deals with this subject. 

The works in this exhibition are small pieces 
and the compositions are siinple, sti·aightfor
ward and skillfully done; the smface is lively, 
and the overall feeling is one of intimacy and 
closeness. 

In some of the aniinal paintings, Neely fo
cuses on the face, which takes up most of the 
space. In ''The Boys," two dogs face to the left 
and look expectantly at something or someone. 
In "Yala" a Gennan Shepherd's face fills the 

In "Hellbore," "Rainbow Chai·d," "Mt. 
Grace Sti·eam," and "Autmml Leaves" the 
images spill across the surface creating a flat, 
energetic plane. In all the works the space cre
ated is p111narily two-dimensional, with both 
background and foregrom1d receiving similar 
ti·eatinent. In "No Diving" the seagull and let
te1111g on the railing in the foregrom1d are both 
painted in the same loose style as the back
ground landscape, flattening the space. 

What especially stai1ds out in all these 
works is how skillfully Neely emphasizes 
textm·e. She does not present iinage1y photo
graphically. From the whiskers on the cat to the 
feathe1-s on the chicken, Lamie suggests rather 
than delineates details. 

h1 "Mt. Grace Sti·eam" the all-over soft treat
ment results iI1 an almost abstrnct painting where 
each element is handled m a siinilar manner. 

The results of Neely's skill in working with 
soft pastel, her favorite medium, are works 
which are intiinate, tactile, soft and ultimately 
fiiendly. Her compositions are peaceful, and 
her ti·eatinent of detail and smface results in a 
liveliness that vibrates with energy. 

Ms. Neely has been involved with rut for 
most of her life. After commercial a1t training 
at the Pittsburgh Institute of Alt she had a career 
in academic communications where she did a 
great deal of two-diinensional design work. 
Since reti1111g six years ago she has devoted 
much of her tune making pastel paintings. In 
addition Lamie's expe1ience as a horsewomai1 
and potter certainly info1m her emphasis on 
tactile paintings. 

There will be an artist's reception at the 
libra1y on Tuesday, August 11 from 5 to 7 
p.m. Libraiy hom-s are Tuesdays 12 to 6 p.m., 
Wednesdays 10 am. to 8p.m., and Saturdays 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 pm. 

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST 

The Bqys, "pastel painting by Laurie Nee!J. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 
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SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(fonnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

$ff BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recwnbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes ____________ .,,..._~ ' 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
(413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicallybicycles.com 
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LEVERETT from page B 1 

An Unintentional Community 
A New York Times article in Jan

uaiy 2009, "Still Alternative After 
All These Years," describes Lev
erett as a harmonious convergence 
of natural beauty and progressive 
community. The writer details the 
living arrangements of the fo1mer 
ashram at the foot of Mount Toby, 
divided up into apaitments with 
people from a variety of back
grounds sharing space. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

a beat, we said, 'Taking cai·e of the 
gardens and the babies!"' 

The three reflect on the other 
communities, and how there always 
seemed to be an alpha male, "peace 
and love" -type gmu who was just 
a ladies-man on the make. Ant 
Rocky's was lucky to have decent 
men who were confident enough ill 
themselves to work well with the 
house's "sti·ong-millded women 
who took action." 

Values in Common 

AUGUST 6, 2015 

someone ask a member of the Siiius 
Community (in Shutesbury) if there 
were any other communities around 
the area to live ai1d the Sirius person 
said, 'Well, there's Ant Rocky's. 
We like to think of ourselves as the 
Cruist and Ant Rocky's as the Anti
Cruist, "' said Sally. 

Twenty to thiity years ago, this 
type of co-housing in Leverett was 
once more common, but is truly al
ternative now. A real estate agent 
from Athol explained that many 
second-home owners ill Leverett 
are from New York City and were 
"lookillg for a safe house after 9/11." 
Laurel Hill Drive resident Victoria 
Cliche was illte1viewed as one such 
safe house seeker; her family lived 
one mile from ground zero, where 
her husband worked as an engineer 
at Menill Lynch. 

Group shot, circa summer 1982. 

The 1ight people found the place 
and they never had to "give anyone 
the heave-ho," but it was difficult at 
tiines living with all those person
alities. Jan Bodendorf remembe1-s 
stiugglillg with a few people who 
anived, and reflected on how things 
changed when one person was let 
ill. Heidkamp, Winter, and Muffin 
Stuffin remember how an U11Spo
ken code of workillg together and 
providing for the general upkeep 
sprang from basic logic. 

Activism was a pait of the cul
ture at Ant Rocky's, due to shared 
beliefs and values. Many took part 
ill the anti-nuclear movement, pro
testillg the Yankee Rowe nucleai· 
plant on the Deerfield River, which 
shut down in 1992. Lisa Willter re
members it was easy to rally support 
ill the household. She specifically 
remembers the late-night phone call 
from the activist network ale1tillg 
them that the first reactor contain
ment vessel was bound for the site, 
and rallying them to help block its 
delivery. Winter said, "If the pipe
lille was an issue back then, we'd all 
be protesting that, too." 

About 30 yeai·s ago, the house
hold at Ant Rocky's paid only $700 
a yeai· for rent and lived in a rather 
unsafe house, in te1ms of constmc
tion styles and physics. All of the 
former residents inte1viewed de
scribed the expe1ience as fo1mative 
and positive. With no electiicity, 
water from a hand-pumped well, 
and candles for light, the residents 
learned homesteadillg basics fast. 

The house, which flourished ill 
the late '70s and early '80s, had 
three bedrooms upstairs, with two 
flush toilets upstairs and downstairs 
- for show, to make the place legal. 

If somethillg broke, there was no 
landlord or supervisor to call. This 
meant taking iinmediate actions, 
such as the time the deck appeai·ed to 
be unattached to the house one fine 
afternoon. The mngs of the hand
built wooden ladder were holding 
the support beams for the house ill 
place, and the mngs were spreading 
apait. The household stepped to, 
with tools and sweat. 

In the willter, the willd would 
blow through the walls and extill
guish the candles, and it was best to 
sleep wearillg your boots if it was 
pa1ticularly cold. They knew it was 
sp1ing when one of the residents 
walked around ill nothing but a tool 
belt and socks. 

This type of living situation 
could no longer exist in Lever
ett, with today's inspections and 
codes and high rents. The owner of 
the prope1ty, Ken Johns, built the 
home out of salvaged wood and 
hai·dware. There were piles of the 

scrap on the land that eventually 
went to the Peace Pagoda in its ini
tial constmction. 

Hands-On Learning 
Three former residents of Ant 

Rocky's gathered over dinner to 
share their expe1iences. Lisa Lyn 
Willter, Sally Alley Muffin Stuffin 
(legal name), and Rosie Heidkamp, 
all now living in Wendell, reflected 
on their seven years spent living at 
the house. The fact that they all live 
in cooperative households today 
reflects their positive experiences 
at the Ant Rocky's ''unintentional" 
co1nmunity. 

Sally Alley Muffin Stuffin lived ill 
the chicken coop. After she decorat
ed it with wall-to-wall orange caipet, 
that is. Willter lived ill a teepee, all 
yeai· long, for two and a half yeai-s. 
There was also a bus and a trailer, 
and somethillg called ''the hobbit's 
house," built paitially submerged ill 
the eaith by a couple living there. 

While today some in Leverett ea
gerly greet the new broadband ser
vice, Ant Rocky's had one phone ... 
in a cherry tree, with the lille mn
ning through the woods. Callers 
were instiucted to use a 1ing code to 
identify their illtended: three 1ings 
for Lisa, and so on. 

Women were the core of the 
home. Rosie Heidkamp says, "that 
expe1ience taught me eve1ythillg I 
needed to know about managing a 
prope1ty and a home. I really knew 
I could do it." 

Lisa Winter remai·ks that this 
hands-on learning is an oppo1tunity 
too few people ill their 20s have to
day. Jan Bodendorf remembers it 
was the first tiine she was encour
aged to tiy her hand at carpentiy. 
Bodendorf wanted counter space 

THE CROSBY HATCH FAMILY 
411 MAIN ROAD, CtLL 

OPEN 7 DAYS, 8 AM - 7 J>i\1 

413-863-44 3t 
WWW. UPINNGIL.COM 

UPINNGIL 
I 

Food You Needfro,n the Land You Love 

ill the kitchen, and acquired mate
rials to build it. She remembers, 
"Ken watched me all day long, but 
didn't illterrupt. He did tell me, 'I 
saw what you were doing and never 
thought it would work, but it did.' I 
still have that hammer." 

She also built the chicken coop 
that Sally Alley Muffin Stuffin lived 
ill dming her tiine at Ant Rocky's, al
though she says it was "really more 
like a cabill, with a beautiful glass
pai1ed door and big, long willdows 
facing the south. I wanted to raise 
the roof to add more space, and the 
whole house pitched ill to help." 

Jan recently discovered a friend 
had lived for a time in the chick
en-coop cabin she built. She also 
remembers a woman attempting 
to build an African-style hut with 
grass thatching, but doesn't know 
if it lasted. 

Sometimes renovation sup
plies came from the Leverett town 
dump, but housemates kept an eye 
on the want ads. Muffin Stuffin re
members, "We had great floo1ing 
that came from some old basketball 
comt. We saw an ad for the floor
ing, and it was at the Renaissance 
Community." The Renaissance 
Community was an intentional 
c01nmunity that m01phed into a 
cult under the narcissist persona of 
Michael Metelica, aka "Rapunzel," 
in Turners Falls. 

"All the gals went to get it, and 
were greeted by a group of guys. 
We asked the guys, 'Where ai·e your 
women?' and they replied, 'Takillg 
care of the gardens and the babies.' 
Then they asked us, 'Where are your 
men?' so of course, without missillg 

Muffin Stuffin remembers that 
there were always people visitillg the 
place, sometimes comillg for a week
end for the expe1ience. The firewood 
supply would dwilldle for iinpromp
tu outdoor fires. Sally says one of the 
first consensus decisions made as a 
household was to maiiage the wood 
needed to survive the willter. 

Bodendorf remembers her time ill 
the household, when all would pitch 
in and work a wood lot. "It was a 
ve1y cooperative house," she says. 
"We ate together at a long table. We 
had big gardens in the back. We also 
had weekly meetings that eve1yone 
enjoyed, and decisions were made 
only by group consensus." 

There were bumpy interactions 
with the town, and the board of 
health threatened to condemn the 
property after a neighbor shai·ed 
their effo1ts to build a composting 
toilet. Heidkamp remembers that 
one of the board of health membe1-s 
quit the board over the decision, be
cause she didn't want to throw them 
out. The house dropped the plans 
and the board dropped condemna
tion, and the stmcture was repur
posed for garden compost. The 
town was generally accommodating 
and hands-off, although some about 
town would weight their tones ill 
reference to "those people at #6." 

"I remember hea1ing about our 
place one tiine, at the Yellow Sun 
Food Co-op (fo1merly in down
town Ainlierst). I was listenillg to 

''Hoh Bus, Sept 1980." 

There were also smaller bursts 
of local action, such as the libera
tion of the chickens from a nearby 
faim by Sally. "They had all the 
chickens wedged in, bai·ely able 
to move, so I got them out and 
brought them back. I had big bag
fuls of chickens. They had been so 
cooped up all their life, they didn't 
really know how to fly. I had to 
teach them. When a dog showed 
up in the driveway ready to attack, 
those chickens attacked back." 

Paradise Lost 
Ken Johns had mai1ied and 

moved to Maille when Muffin 
Stuffin, Winter, and Heidkamp lived 
at Ant Rocky's. He continued to rent 
the place at a low rate, but returned 
seven yeai·s later. Willter recollected 
the event. "One night, I was livillg 
ill a trailer at the back of the prop
e1ty, and I heard a buck drive down 
and someone dmnped a big pile of 
scrap lumber. That's when I knew 
Ken JohI1s was back. It went from 
being our place to his place agaill. It 
had taken seven yeai-s to cleai1 up all 
the other piles of scrap lmnber." 

Some were surp1ised Kittredge 
was able to get the land from Johns, 
as they felt he wanted to put it into 
a trust for his daughter. Johns ac
quired the lai1d in 1978 for $12,000, 
and the home, outbuildillgs, and 
lai1d changed hands twice before 
Kittredge acquired the prope1ty for 
$400,000 in 1999. 

Robbie Leppzer said that the 
reality of what happened to the 
meadow led him to take action to 
preserve Fiske Pond in Wendell. 
He explained that for many years, 
an absentee landlord allowed lo
cal swinunillg and use of the pond. 
Leppzer said, "Suddenly, it was up 
for sale, and all of us in town pan
icked, realizing it could be scooped 
up by a private developer." 

Leppzer helped lead an effo1t to 
save it, ai1d now the pond and 125 
acres of smrnunding woodlands are 
protected from development forever. 

D1ivillg from Leverett illto Am
herst today, the wall finally ends, but 
the last parcels of meadow are now 
up for sale - as are the ants, 1:-" 
rocks, and middle woods. ~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope. 
Hands-on environmental expe
rience for young children, 3-6 
years. 10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a casual 
and friendly environment, 4 to 5 
p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Great Falls Farmers Market, 
Turners Falls: Fresh produce, 
plants, crafts, etc. 2-6 p.m. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 11 :30 
a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
& Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 
Derek Bridges, live acoustic 

--JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

guitar, 7 p.m. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour, stories and a hands-on 
craft project. 10 a.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Artspace, Greenfield: The Works 
of Elice Mimi Davis Pieropan 
(1931-2013). Retrospective 
of her work from oils, etchings 
and woodblocks, to watercolors. 
Through 8/20. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Great Hall Art Dis
play, Great Gods and Llttle Fish
es. Latest paintings by Northfield 
artist, Charles Shaw. Through 
8/31 Artisit reception Sat., 8/15 
1-3 p.m. 

Little Big House Gallery: Shel
burne: Lines Lines Lines Lines 
Lines & More Lines. New pen
cil and ink drawings as well as 
Da'Muse wire figures and lay
ered sculptures of Glenn Ridler. 
Through 10/18. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Sculpture by Elizabeth Denny. 
Found objects transformed with 
humor and an acetylene torch. 
Artist reception Sat., 8/15 at 5 
p.m. Show through 9/12. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Two exhibits in two galler
ies. Ceramics and multi-media 
by Molly Cantor, and large draw
ings and site specific installations 
by Karen Dolmanisth. Through 
8/31. 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
Hot Stuff. Members summer 
show. Through 8/31. 

Shelburne Arts Co-op, Shel
burne Falls: East Meets West 
by Southwest. Paintings by Sara 
Deponte and Fabio Deponte. 
Through 8/24. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague 
Center: Seeking artists for 
cooperative gallery featuring 
fine arts and crafts. For more 
information see www.sawmill
riverarts.com. 

Wendell Free Library invites 
artists to submit applications 
for two-dimensional work to 
exhibit in the Herrick Meeting 
Room gallery. See www. wen
dellmass. us 

CALL FOR IMAGES 

The Millers Falls Arts Bridge 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

is calling for images relating 
to the Millers River. To be used 
as inspirational source mate
rial for a scroll to be painted by 
Chinese artist Tang Yuhan. The 
Arts Center will scan original 
photographs at their center at 5 
Church St. in Millers. Call 413-
423-3234 to arrange scan, or 
send digital file to intern@mfab
ridge.org Deadline is 8/15. 

EVENTS 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 10 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No
ra's Stellar Open Mic. Cabaret. 
Bp.m. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope 
Tuesdays! This week it's rabbits. 
See under Every Tuesdays. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:Drew Watermelon Wednesdays, West 
Paton's 1940's Hit Parade. 6 p.m. Whately: St. Petersburg Quartet. 

On Fridqy August 14, at 7 pm, 

7:30 p.m. $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Shout Lulu. Southern string 
band. 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne 
Falls: Niall Connolly. Sing
er/songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Doug Plavin Al/stars. 8 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 

Great Falls Coffeehouse, 
Turners Falls: Mark & Bev
erly Davis. Classical guitar 
and mandolin. 7 p.m. $ 

Mark & Beverjy Davis 1vill pe1fimn in the 
Great Hall at the Great Falls Discove,y 

Cente,: They p!qy in a classical-romantic-:falk 
sryle, usingguitars and mandolin. 

Montague Bookmill, Mon
tague: Samara Lubelski, 
Barry Weisblat, Bill Nace. 8 
p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne 
Falls: Mark Nomad Band. 

Larz Young's CD Release Show. 
Blues/folk/jazz. 8:30 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: "Bridge of Names". Filmed 
all over the Valley including 
Turners Falls and Lake Pleas
ant. Punk rocker meets vision
ary preacher - winner at Long 
Island Film Fest. Directors Liz 
Foley and Peter Hobbs will be at 
the showings to lead discussion. 
Music starts at 7 p.m. Movie at 
7:30 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
Lonesome Brothers. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The 
Equalites. Reggae. 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: "Bridge of Names". See 
Saturday above for details. 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Birdsong at Morning featuring 
Alan Williams. Contemporary. 8 
p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Women's Songwriter Collective. 
Christ Joy, Lexi Weege, Caro
lyn Walker, Lisa Marie Ellingsen. 
2:30 p.m. 

Porter-Phelps-Huntington Muse
um, Hadley: Springfield Mandolin 
Orchestra. Special performance. 
2:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow's Re
bellioin. Americana. 8 p.m. 

Blues. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An
derson. Hypno Boogie Blues. 9 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Movie Psycho. 7:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Holly May. Country Pop. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Wildcat 
O'Hafloran Band. Fundraiser for 
Montague Reporter. 8:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rockit Queer: Farewell Show for 
DJ Just Joan. 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Ray Mason. 2:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lexi Weege, 
Jazzy blues. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Dave's Birthday Party. Willie and 
the Poor Boys. 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope 
Tuesdays! This week it's snakes. 
See under Every Tuesdays for 
details. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil
iault Trio. Guitar music. 8 p.m. 

J1emonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
FridaY. & Saturday 

Aug 7 & 8, 7:30 p.m. 
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"BRIDGE OF NAMES" 

Music at 7 p.m 
Friday: Jim Egan, solo guitar and vocals. 
Saturday Dick Moulding, ragtime piano 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t11 ... J\ r ~ 11 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

The Brick House Teen Center 

is seeking the donation of a 
good quality vacuum cleane1· 

in good condition. If you 

have one to donate, please 

call 863-9576. Thanks! 

www:b.c:ickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

$d~ 
Open Mic! 

THURS 8/6 8pm FREE 
FALLTOWN STRING BAND 

FRI 8/7 6pm FREE 
Drew Paton's 

1940s Hit Parade 
8:30 Larz Young (blues ... ) 

SAT 8/8 9:30 $15 
no show 

SUN 8/9 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FlLLS. MA 
REIDE1VDUSTFMA.C0M 
TEL:413-863-Z866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

10.::: _,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving Ille Area for ove1 25 years Certified• Bonded• /nsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlaguc S1rce1 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fox 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863· 4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE: 
The :{ffilontagu.e 3&..eport.er is on the lookout 

for a part-time ad manager. 

SOLHR STO 
Replace Foss/I 

& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or John@solarstoreofgreenfield.oom 
WWW.SOLARSTOREOFGREENFIELD.COM 

c;~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

OI.>Elf 

TH-VIl8:l>A Y 
Alf:I> FilI:l>A Y 

; TO 9 I.>.M:. 

8AT-VIl:l>A Y 
I.2:30 TO 9 I.>.M:. 

8-Vlf:l>A Y 
I.2:30 TO 8 I.>.M:. 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 

--■tm:G(!i;I♦ 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Call for Help with Routine Care 
522-2563 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834-7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointmem 

tel Husqvarna 
• Lawn Tractors 
• Snow Blowers 
• Rototillers 
•Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Lawn Mowers 
•Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

~GREEN RIVER 
~POWERSPORTS 

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 
www.greenriverpowersports.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER AUGUST 6, 2015 

this photo of a large creature at her backyard 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Oh the Tomatoes ... 
heirlooms, red slicers, cherries 

Old Depot Gardens, & More! A~D flRE E 
504 Turner~ Fall~ Road, I£"' 

Montague T,.....,; "' 
~,;;;:-,,;-

f/4 mile up the road from ~~~fij,m&~ 
the Bookmi/1 

Qr,'ci Jo/1119,011, '1?roO~o.·c 
Af3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
~ I '3-F;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohmon~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold lhis JJl'Sli~ous desigiiation 
The CRS ~ my badge of experti1ie and your shick! ot 
asswance. Put yoor trust in the bcsl to get ihe job clore. 
Wh~ther buying. selling or refC11ing. alway; choole 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS go 1rn1~ n! h'lll'llrnrr. 

a 
[ffllfti)iQ\r:11 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
lilUliiiiii (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

7days 
9am-8pm 

Where Businesses Grow 
Financing, Business Assistance, Commercial Space 

www.fccdc.otg • 413-774-7204 

FRANKLIN COUNTY CDC 
ll-!U!lll!l 1111•! 11H 1-H,~ll!l l!•JjC•JJ!j M! 
WESTERN MA FOOD PROCESSING CENTER 

Now serving Hampshire & Berkshire Counties 

•Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
&Patio 

... .,.,,,am 
21111n1i-.aw. 

413-415-!570 

woodfired pizzeria 

SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN 

TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND 

CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES 

READY TO HEAT & EAT! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: [ 
MON. - SAT.: 7 AM. TO S P.M. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL MAY J 

CHUCK REUM (.tl3) 77.t-3780 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

LEAF PROTECTION 

Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

DtroeArgy, Fmnily & Stoff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnaralallsplzza.cn 
119 Avenue A, rurners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

50 -SHAN"Alf1 CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SUPP.RY Co. INc. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice .. 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 




