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LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

Acker Withdraws, Nathhorst
to Stand for Selectboard

By DAVID DETMOLD

Due to “family reasons,” Tara
Acker has withdrawn from the run-
ning for an open two-year seat on
the Leverett selectboard. Acker’s
withdrawal was announced in a
townwide phone call from town hall
last week.

On Tuesday, April 28, Dud-
leyville Road resident Rich Nath-
horst, a member of the planning
board and broadband committee
who works as a capital project man-
ager at UMass Ambherst, announced
he would stand for the seat being left
open by the retirement of longtime

selectboard chair Rich Brazeau.
Brazeau is stepping down at annual
town meeting this Saturday, May 2-
one year into his current three-year
term.

Leverett is the only town in the
Commonwealth to nominate and
elect town officials directly from
town meeting floor. In the event
more than one candidate stands for
a seat, a paper ballot vote is held
during town meeting, and the results
announced as quickly as ballots can
be counted.

Town clerk Lisa Stratford said
four seats on the five-member

see LEVERETT page A6

“I's a Shame They
Tore The School Down.”

The jbfme} parafbml .ffboal is now la?ge ly a rubble-sorting operation.

By JOE PARZYCH

GREENFIELD - The Holy
Trinity Parochial School has had its
day. Built in 1929 by General Con-
tractor George Reed of Greenfield,
the school opened in 1930. Arman-
do Bresciano, 97, now at Buckley
Healthcare Center, was one of the
first students to enroll in the school.

“I finished four years of gram-
mar school there, and graduated
in 1934. My uncle, Pasqualli Mas-
catini, or something [spelled] like
that, was a mason contractor, and

Thinking Ahead:

he laid up the bricks,” Bresciano
said. “He did all the masonry; put
up the whole building” — apparently
as masonry subcontractor to general
contractor George Reed who did the
finish work.

Mr. Bresciano’s mind is sharp,
despite his years. He recalled many
details of the school, and spelled out
names, only having trouble with his
uncle’s last name. Tt was run by the
Sisters of St. Joseph. Mother Supe-
rior Mary Justinian ran the school,”
Bresciano said. “The sisters worked

see DEMOLITION page A5

Fifth and Sixth

Graders Check Out Colleges

By EMILY KREMS

TURNERS FALLS — “What
would you study if you went to
UMass?”

You might think this question
came from a 10® or 11® grader, but
it was a 5® grade student asking her
friend this question following the

|KREMS PHOTO

Eighth grader Kyle Dodge looks at a
painting in MCLA'S Science building.

April 15 field trip to UMass-Am-
herst.

During the frip, the students
— 5% and 6 graders from Sheffield
and Gill Elementary Schools and
Great Falls Middle School — saw a
full performance by the Dynamics,
one of UMass Ambherst’s a capella
groups. The students then walked
around a small part of campus on
a self-guided tour with their chap-
erones, seeing the views from the
23rd floor of the W.E.B. Du Bois
Library, the newly renovated first
floor of the Campus Center, and the
impressive new Recreation Center.
Finally, the students ate an all-you-
can-eat lunch at the Berkshire Din-
ing Commons, where some young
students procured autographs from
UMass football players.

Donna Klaiber, 5% grade teacher
at Sheffield. found the trip to be a

see FIELD TRIPS page A5

THE VOICE OF THE VILLAGES

TFHS Softball: Mullins Hits
600th Win; Season Starts
With Run of Blowouts

By MATT ROBINSON

GILL-MONTAGUE - The
Turners Falls Softball Indians have
jumped out to an impressive five-
win, no-loss record. And in those
first five games, Powertown has
outscored their opponents 74 to 0.

Four of the first five games were
stopped via the Mercy Rule which

DAVID HOITT PHOTO

was enforced when the Tribe led
by at least 12 runs, after 5 innings.
And because the visiting team bats
first, the games against Greenfield
and Mahar were called after only
four Blue at-bats.

Scoring 74 runs is incredible.
And the scoring has not been one-
dimensional. Along with hits,

see SOFTBALL page A8

Mullins works with the team dunﬁg a break in the action
during the team’s five-inning, 28-0 win over Haopkins Acadensy.

~ After $10,000 Worth of
Losses, Village Co-op
Seeks New Generator

By JULIE CUNNINGHAM

LEVERETT — A community-
centered store like the Leverett Co-
op is a central part of life for the res-
idents of Leverett. Montague, Wen-
dell, and Shutesbury, but for the last
five years the beloved health food
store hasn’t weathered the winter as
well as it could.

Paul Rosenberg, general man-
ager for the last 16 years, said for
the first ten years he was with the
co-op there were no power outages.
In the last five years, however, there
have been three costly power outag-
es totalling $10,000 in losses for the
store. That is why the co-op is look-
ing to purchase a new generator, so

these losses can be prevented and
so the store can be a place of refuge
during the tough winter months.

“What we would like to do is be
fully operational in times of power
outages,” explained Rosenberg.

Without a generator, when the
power goes out the co-op loses all
the perishables that require refrig-
eration. The cash register no longer
works. and employees have to make
do with estimating the weights of
fruits and vegetables without the
use of a scale. Last time the power
went out, Rosenberg said, the tem-
perature in the store went so low it
was almost as cold inside as it was
outside.

see GENERATOR page A5
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The Leverett Village Co-op is launching their fundraising for a new generator,
which will cost about §35,000. The hope is that, with the new generator, the co-op
will be a safe haven for locals during winter power outages, and will also allow the

co-0p fo avoid the large losses that come with the loss of power.

APRIL 30, 2015

Turners Falls-
Gill Bridge
Project Delays:
Details Emerge

By MIKE JACKSON
and JOE PARZYCH

Though traffic has been flowing
north and south across the Turners
Falls-Gill Bridge since November
2013, the reconstruction project,
originally slated for four years in
the beginning of 2010, has still not
been completed. Bridge contractor
SPS New England has closed down
their Turners Falls office and has
not responded to queries from the
Montague Reporter.

According to an engineer no lon-
ger involved with the project who
spoke under condition of anonym-
ity, the design to replace instead of
cleaning and lubricating worn and
rusted rollers on the bridge bearings
with nylon or some other plastic
material did not work out, and needs
to be remediated.

The asphalt pavement over the
membrane covering the concrete
bridge deck at the Gill end slid

see BRIDGE page A5

Montague
Woman Helms
Regional
Foodie Mag

Mary Reilly

By LEE WICKS

MONTAGUE - Mary Reilly,
who moved to Montague Center in
January 2014, has brought the Ed-
ible Communities magazine fran-
chise to our region. In just a short
period of time, running at “some-
thing between 98 and 105 percent of
her energy,” she had found stories,
assigned writers, secured advertis-
ers. hired photographers, designed
the magazine and driven each issue
of Edible Pioneer Valley to distribu-
tion points around the region.

It seems daunting to me, but not to
Reilly, who once owned a restaurant
in Boston with her husband Dave,
who helps with ad sales. Owning a
restaurant means you might come in
one morning to find that the refrig-
erated food locker died overnight.
Everything must be discarded, and
you have reservations for lunch and
dinner. That kind of pressure makes
putting together four issues of Ed-
ible Pioneer Valley each year seem
manageable to Reilly.

see MAGAZINE page A5
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Throw Them Away,
And Move On

About 2 million Americans take
illegal drugs by injecting them di-
rectly into their bloodstream. This
is unhealthy behavior for a number
of reasons, and in addition to the
harm many users inflict on them-
selves and their loved ones, it can
take a wider toll on public health.

Worldwide, people who inject
drugs are four times as likely to
die from AIDS-related causes as
from an overdose, according to the
Bulletin of the World Health Orga-
nization. This is because they are
more likely to contract HIV, and
while sharing syringes is not the
only way people who inject drugs
may be exposed to that virus, it is
a major one.

Two Scottish cities provide a
classic test case. In Glasgow, by
the mid-1980s, 1 to 2 percent of
intravenous drmg users were HIV
positive. An hour away, in Edin-
burgh, the rate had hit 50%. Guess
which city had legalized syringe
possession.

Still, the widely harbored feel-
ing that this virus was a punish-
ment for deviant lifestyle delayed
sensible harm reduction policies.
The same crowd that thinks teen-
agers want to have sex because
condoms exist is convinced people
turn to heroin because of the con-
venient allure of fresh syringes.

While great strides have been
made in reducing the spread of
HIV via needle-sharing, hepatitis
C is making a resurgence, driven
largely by people injecting drugs.

Here in Massachusetts, syringe
prohibition ended in 2006, over a
veto by then-governor Romney.
This was a positive step that will
pay off in the decades to come, as
every additional sterile needle sold
at a pharmacy slightly reduces the
the overall spread of bloodborne
diseases in our state.

As an unintended consequence,
by rising to a higher volume in our
consumer waste stream, these dan-
gerous. sharp items are also show-
ing up a bit more frequently among
our litter — alongside tiny “nip”
liquor bottles, cathode-ray-tube
monitors, mattresses, used diapers,
cigarette butts, frappuccino bottles
and town newspapers, wherever
trash is quietly tossed.

Kudos to Montague police chief
Chip Dodge for pointing out the
obvious: we don’t need the po-
lice to deal with this issue. Rural
Massachusetts, like so many other
places, has a drug problem: we
don’t need the rest of our adults

succumbing to an epidemic of be-
ing big babies about it.

If it’s disease you're worried
about, avoid the end with a needle
on it while you put it in a nearby
frappuccino bottle, and wash your
hands after for good measure. For
the record, HIV dies when exposed
to the air, and it is extremely unlike-
ly you would contract hepatitis B or
C even if they are in dried blood
droplets on the outside of a syringe.
It’s probably safest to wear gloves.

Public health officials are sup-
posed to cover their rears and will
advise you to avoid all risk, how-
ever small, but we encourage our
readers to educate themselves about
relative risks, and decide on their
own how comfortable, or useful,
they want to make themselves.

Kudos to the F.L. Roberts gas
station on Third and L for re-
cently making a sharps container
available. no questions asked, for
disposal. We hope a couple more
businesses around town will fol-
low their example. because it will
make it easier for residents to take
a minute out of their day to make
the streets safer for kids at play.

Needles can also be turned in at
the Montague town hall and pub-
lic safety complex. In case you're
wondering. the Franklin County
Solid Waste Management District
provides empty sharps containers
and exchanges them for fiill ones,
free of charge.

And kudos. finally. to Tum It
Up! owner Patrick Pezzati, who a
reporter from NPR followed around
earlier this week, scouting for
sharps, though it doesn’t sound like
he found any. The segment made
it to All Things Considered, and
while we have already heard groan-
ing about Turners Falls once more
being connected with drugs in the
press, we think it’s a good thing.

Stray needles are a nuisance, but
they are only a minor symptom of
our culture’s drug addiction. They
have become an object of fascina-
tion locally, and a focal point for
deeper anxieties about contagion.
The attempt to isolate addicted
people from the society that cre-
ates them is futile, morally wrong,
and self-defeating.

Hundreds of small towns are
struggling with these issues. If we
can overcome being paralyzed by
fear of stigma, maybe Montague
can be known instead as a town
that comes together to solve its
problems with common sense and
direct action.
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Annual Subscription Rate:
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The Montagie Reporter is a
nonprofit that operates as a service
to the community. The majority of
our revenue comes from print ad-
vertisement.

We will always try to run an-
nouncements for events for free,
provided that they are free and open
to the public.

The volume of requests for PSA
postings, listings and event cover-
age has risen steadily, and our ad-
vertising has not. When we can’t fit
free announcements, we are often
met with expressions of disappoint-
ment and anger.

If your organization or event
planning committee has a budget,
or can pass the hat for the expense,
please consider making more sus-
tainable use of the service we pro-
vide by taking out ad space. Our
display ad rates are a very afford-
able $7 per column-inch.

And anyone can creatively sup-
port the newspaper by placing
birthday wishes, birth and wed-
ding announcements, memorials,
congratulations to graduates, jokes,
slogans or art. It’s a win/win!

Place ads at ads@montaguere-
porterorg or call (413) 863-8666.

letters to

They Should
Ban Spraypaint

Many cities and towns are work-
ing to stop homicides, drug ac-
tivities, gangs and homelessness.
Surely, our own town officials from
the town of Montague — village of
Turners Falls can learn how to man-
age the removal of graffiti, some of
which was sprayed on town build-
ings as long as three years ago.

So please. I am asking each one
of our town meeting members to
“think outside of the box™ and vote
“yes” on May 2 for graffiti bylaws.

Alice Johnson
Turners Falls

The Montague Reporter
seeks writers to cover stuff like local board meetings.
Modest compensation and editorial guidance will be
provided. For more information, call (413)863-8666
or email editor@montaguereporter.org
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the Editors

Not Given Enough Warning
For Fire District Meeting

On Saturday, April 18 and Mon-
day, April 20 — a holiday — an ad
not much larger than a “Tag Sale”
ad was placed in the Greenfield
Recorder. It announced the Annual
Meeting of the Turners Falls Fire
District on April 21.

For a working person, it effec-
tively left no or perhaps an hour or
two window to gather and research
information before the meeting.
This extremely short window for a
taxpayer to review and vote on a
$2.53 million budget does not re-

Let’s Turn The Center
School Into A Senior Center

It’s been over three years since
the town entered into negotiations
with Mark Zaccheo and his proposal
to purchase the building for use as an
apartment complex.

Since that time, the purchase price
has dropped from $50,000 to $1. Also
since that time, the town — at taxpay-
ers’ cost — has made many improve-
ments, including new water pipes,
and has maintained the building.

At the upcoming Town Meeting,
there is a warrant asking the town
to commit another $15,000 for the
building’s maintenance. All this, and
still no signed Purchase and Sale
Agreement from Mr. Zaccheo.

The town is in desperate need
of a new Senior Center, and since
Mr. Zaccheo is still not committed,
why not use this building for a new

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

itague Reporter

177 Ave. A, TE MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

Senior Center?

I was only in the building briefly
about 8 years ago, but I recall large
classrooms with good lighting and
many parking spaces. I imagine there
must also be an auditorium and/or
cafeteria. No renovations would be
needed and the existing space would
be perfect for craft rooms, classes,
lectures, meal programs, exercise,
etc.

The second floor could be used
for office space; both town and rent-
al to local business.

It’s time for the town to stop
waiting for Mr. Zaccheo to make
up his mind, and to make use of
this building to benefit the town’s
senior citizens.

Marcia Power
Montague Center

flect well on the Prudential Com-
mittee.

Warrants (without critical de-
tail) may have been posted around
town, but who really goes looking
to read warrants?

It appears that the Prudential
Committee had no real interest in
getting participation beyond the 29
who attended the meeting. The great
majority of those were District offi-
cials, employees, and relatives — all
looking out for their interests.

Statements published well in
advance of the Meeting explaining
things such as tax rate impacts. this
year’s 5% increase in the budget
over last year’s budget (a 13%
increase over 2 years ago) might
have generated interest and a more
representative showing.

The District stopped publish-
ing the warrant in the Recorder
a couple of years ago because of
cost. However, this pales in com-
parison to the average fireman’s
pay in 2014 of $84.000. Two actu-
ally earned $108,576 and $104,271
respectively with the former wage
earner issued a car to go to work.
The Chief also is assigned a car to
take home.

The Prudential Committee should
be encouraging the participation of
all district residents and keeping
them informed of all important is-
sues — not announcing a $2.53 mil-
lion budget three days (weekend
and holiday) before a vote. That’s
arrogant and irresponsible.

Joseph G. Janikas
Turners Falls
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Join the Nolumbeka Project and
the Connecticut River Watershed
Council for a river walk on Satur-
day, May 2, from 10 a.m. to noon.

Learn about 10,000 years of Na-
tive American presence near the
Great Falls, speak to experts in Na-
tive American history in this area
including the Turners Falls massa-
cre during the King Phillips War in
1676. Meet at the Unity Park bike
path gravel parking lot on I Street
in Turners Falls.

The guides will be Nolumbeka
Project Board members David
Brule, Howard Clark, and Joe Grav-
eline. Collectively, they share about
one hundred years of information
reconstructed through research,
observations, insight, education,
explorations, field work and asso-
ciations, which illuminates the little
known history of the early Native
American culture of the Northeast.

All three work closely with the
Narragansett Indian Tribal Historic
Preservation Office and monitor lo-
cal Native American/American In-
dian sacred sites.

What’s cute, gentle, and eats
poison ivy? Answer: it’s the Goat
Girls.

Hope Crolius, owner of Artemis
Garden Consultants in Ambherst,
will present her unique method of
dealing with invasive plants, like

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

multi-flora rose and bittersweet, as
well as irritants such as poison vy
and sumac at Greenfield Savings
Bank in Turners Falls on Saturday,
May 2, from 10 a.m. to noon.

Crolius and her four legged team
will bring her browsing beauties to
your property for several days or a
few weeks to munch and crunch the
parts you want cleared. Recently
featured in Business West, as well
as the Boston Globe, Crolius will
share with you her “out of the box™
solution to pesky weed patches.

Come and find out what this is
all about. Meet a sample of the
browsing beauties up front and
personal.

Arts are Essential is inviting
students to be part of the River’s
Song Celebration performance on
Saturday, May 16, at 4 p m. at the
Shea Theater in Turners Falls. This
would be appropriate for grades 2
and up. There are limited spaces for
the workshops and performance.
Please RSVP by May 4. This will
be first come, first served.

Tony Vacca, world famous per-
cussionist from the WValley., has
created an original piece of mu-
sic about the River. Vacca will be
teaching the students the piece in
preparation for their performing
in the concert. All instruments and
drums will be provided. No expe-
rience needed. Sekou Sylla, world
famous dancer and drummer from

Guinea, also now residing in the
Valley, will be teaching an African
Dance workshop.

Students are also free to partici-
pate in the parade around Turners
Falls leaving from the Great Falls
Discovery Center at 3 p.m. To reg-
ister, please email: jean@arts-are-
essential.org or call 978-263-0108
with any questions.

There is also a call for Water
Dancers and Drummers to help
with a Water Dance. Arrive at the
Shea at 2:30 to rehearse; the per-
formance is at 8:30 p m. They will
be using illuminated hula hoops for
the dance so it would be helpful if
you know how to use one — but you
don’t have to. Wear black.

Interested  dancers  should
contact Phyllis at (413) 369-9985.
Drummers can contact Ricardo at
ricardofiota3@gmail.com.

The River’s Song is a day-long
event on May 16, from 11 a.m. to
9 p.m., being held at various lo-
cations in Turners Falls which in-
clude the Great Falls Discovery
Center, Shea Theater, Unity Park
and others. For details and sched-
ule on the celebration visit www:
riversong/umass/edi

Join Teaching Creatures. with
Rae Griffiths, featuring “Animals
of Spring” at the Millers Falls Li-
brary on Tuesday, May 5 starting at
3:30 p.m. Some of the animals that
may be featured are rabbits, box
turtles and frogs.

Join local artists for a bi-week-
ly figure drawing class at Third
Street Studios in Turners Falls. No
prior drawing experience is neces-
sary to attend.

The first class will be on Wednes-
day, May 6, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Classes are $10. Artists must bring
their own paper and drawing mate-
rials, as well as something to carry

their work to and from class in.

This will begin as a biweekly
class but depending on interest and
model availability may end up tak-
ing place weekly. Call Charon Art
Visionary Tattoo for more informa-
tion: (413) 676-9146.

The Eastern Chapter of the
Young Shakespeare Plavers pres-
ents one of Shakespeare’s most
famous plays: Julius Caesar, on
Saturday, May 9 and Sunday, May
10 at the Shea Theater in Turners
Falls.

There are two talented 12-per-
son casts with actors ranging in age
from 7 to 18. Each cast will perform
twice and then be the tech crew for
the other cast’s performances.

Admission is free and open to
the public, and showtimes are at
noon and 6 p.m. on both days. Deli-
cious concessions will be available
for purchase and all proceeds will
directly benefit the Young Shake-
speare Players East Scholarship
Fund, so be sure to come hungry.

The performance is approxi-
mately two and a half hours with
two intermissions and reservations
are not required. Make sure to save
the dates and watch some of our tal-
ented local youth bring this histori-
cal event to life!

Chickens for Sale. The follow-
ing was posted on the corkboard of
MontagueMa.net: “T have about one
hundred, one two and three year old
chickens for sale here at the farm
and asking five dollars each. Most
are red and black sex links along
with some other breeds also which
lay nice big eggs. so if interested
call me at (413) 522-3910.”

Send your local briefs to
editor(@montaguereporter.org.

Saturday:
Montague
Town Meeting

MONTAGUE — Montague’s an-
nual town meeting gets rolling at
8:30 a.m. in the theater at the Turn-
ers Falls High School. It is open to
the public, but only elected town
meeting members may make mo-
tions or cast votes.

See last week’s edition for an
analysis by Jeff Singleton of the
warrant. We have heard after their
meetings this week that the broad-
band committee is now recom-
mending a “no” vote on Article 24,
the pole survey, and that the school
committee may have come to a new
position on boiler replacement at the
Sheffield school (Article 14).

Saturday:
Leverett Town
Meeting

LEVERETT - Annual Town
Meeting will be held Saturday. May
2. at the Leverett Elementary School
at 9:00 a.m.

Coffee and donuts will be avail-
able as a fundraiser for the Friends
of the Library, and lunch will be
served as a fundraiser for the 6th
grade. See you there!

For supporting materials. wvisit
http:/hww.leverett. ma.us.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Monday:
Wendell

Election

WENDELL — We have a Town
Election on Monday, May 4. The
polls are open noon to 8 p.m.

If you need an Absentee Voter
application, please pick this up at
the Town Clerk’s office as soon as
possible. The deadline for AV appli-
cations is noon on Friday, May 1. If
you need a ride to the polls, please
call (978) 544-3395 x102.

The candidates on the ballot are
as follows: Jeoffrey Pooser, Select-
board; Ted Lewis, Assessor; Jim
Thornley, Board of Health; Katie
Nolan, Moderator; Michael Gifford,
Road Commussioner; Peter Zera,
Tree Warden; Jack Radner and Dick
Baldwin, School Committee; Kath-
leen Swaim and Melissa Grader, Li-
brary Trustees.

Write-ins are expected for Plan-
ning Board (two positions); and
Cemetery Commissioner.

Monday: Erving Election

ERVING - Polling opens at 10
a m. and remains open until 8 p m.
at town hall in Erving’s annual elec-
tions May 4.

There are two competitive races
this year. Former fire chief Almon
“Bud” Meattey and finance com-

mittee chair Jacob Smith both seek
a selectboard seat vacated by Mar-
garet Sullivan.

And Sullivan herself faces a chal-
lenger for reelection to town asses-
sor in finance committee member
Daniel Hammock.

Tuesday: Montague Debate

MONTAGUE - At6:30p.m. on
Tuesday, May 5, Montague select-
board incumbent Mark Fairbrother
and challengers Jacobo Roque and
Richard Kuklewicz will participate
in a moderated debate.

The event will take place in the
upstairs meeting room at Town
Hall. 1 Avenue A in Turners Falls.
Chris Collins of WHAT will moder-
ate. Candidates will have a chance
to answer each question, and pro-
vide optional second responses.

Monday: Gill Town Meeting

GILL - The Annual Town Meet-
ing will be held at 6:30 pm. on
Monday, May 4. All registered vot-
ers are encouraged to attend. The
warrant articles, along with expla-
nations and expected motions, can
be viewed at www.gillmass.org.

The first nine articles are expect-
ed to be voted. Article 5 is the Plan-
ning Board’s proposed amendment

to the Zoning Bylaws to regulate
Registered Marijuana Dispensaries
(RMDs). The remaining articles on
the warrant deal with the Town’s
budget and finances for the coming
Fiscal Year, FY 2016, and will be
continued to another night in June.

The annual town election will be
held from noon to 8 p.m. on Mon-
day. May 18.

Candidates will have no prior
access to the debate questions.

The debate is hosted by the
Montague Reporter in conjunction
with Montague Community Tele-
vision (MCTYV). and will be broad-
cast live and rerun on MCTV.

Two previous candidate fo-
tums were held April 12 and 19
at the public safety complex. See
montagueitv.org for a rebroadcast
schedule, or check MCTV’s Vimeo
site for streaming video.

Wednesday:
Erving
Town Meeting

ERVING - Erving’s annual
town meeting will be held at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 6 at the Erving
Elementary School.

For a discussion of the town met-
ing warrant articles, see page A4.
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NOTES FROM THE ERVIN

ELECTBOARD

Container Parking, Log Storage and Red Tape

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday, the selectboard de-
cided to draft language for an agree-
ment with Bryan Sears, who wants
to park his tractor-trailer container
at the former IP mill. The container
had been stored there intermittently
before the town took the property
for unpaid real estate taxes. At the
April 13 meeting, selectboard chair
William Bembury reported that town
counsel Donna MacNicol was ada-
mantly against anyone using town
property in any way.

Selectboard member Arthur John-
son said he felt the town should sup-
port small business owners when
possible. Bembury said an agreement
should stipulate that Sears provide
proof of registration and insurance,
that the container be parked only in
one place, in the overgrown parking
lot at the former mill, and that the
board can discontinue the permis-
sion to park at any time.

The board will review the draft
agreement at the May 4 meeting.

While considering Sears’ request
at a previous meeting, the board had
also asked Jacquelyn Boyden to re-
search the agreement between the
town and William Lemieux for the
storage of logs on town property at
the former Usher Plant near Arch
Street.

Boyden reported that, according
to the board’s meeting minutes, the
board discussed the request in 2013,
but put off deciding whether to ap-
prove it. She said she found no fur-
ther information about the request
for log storage in the board’s meeting
minutes and no formal agreement.

After hearing Boyden’s report,
the board decided to ask Lemieux to
attend the May 4 selectboard meet-
ing to discuss the log storage.

According to Montague Reporter
coverage, at the October 7, 2013 se-
lectboard meeting, Lemieux told the
board that timber harvesting across
the Millers River from Arch Street
on Old Farley Road in Wendell
would take two winter seasons, but

he expected the storage would be for
only 8 to 10 hours at a time. He esti-
mated the area that would be used at
approximately 40 feet by 20 feet.

At the October 7, 2013 meeting,
Jeannie Schermesser of the Usher
Plant re-use committee said she had
concerns about a two-year commit-
ment and suggested a one-year per-
mission, with the possibility of ex-
tension to two years. Boyden asked
about the town’s liability in case of
an accident at the log pile, and said
that allowing the log storage would
set a precedent for use of town prop-
erty for profit-making ventures.

Usher Plant re-use committee
member Gary Burnett felt it was un-
fortunate if the town can’t accommo-
date citizens without a big uproar.

Then-selectboard chair Andrew
Goodwin commented, “Maybe we
can put up so much red tape that
people can’t move into this town.”

After discussing the issue further,
the board asked Lemieux to provide
documentation for the log hauler’s
liability insurance before mak-
ing a decision on the log storage.

G-M School Committee

The selectboard developed a
warrant article for the June special
town meeting, specifying that the
selectboard will appoint the town’s
representatives to the Gill-Montague
regional school committee.

Currently, the Erving school com-
mittee appoints the representatives.
The school committee would like
one of the representatives to be a
school committee member.

However, this sets up a potential
conflict of interest, because the re-
gional school committee members
receive a stipend. If the regional
members were appointed by the se-
lectboard, there would be no conflict
of interest.

The Erving representatives have
anadvisoryrole onthe Gill-Montague
committee, but do not have a vote.

Putting Seniors to Work
Boyden suggested that the town

consider adopting the senior citizen
property tax work-off abatement al-
lowed under Massachusetts General
Laws chapter 59 section 5k. Under
this program, a senior citizen (with
age limit to be set by the town) may
work for the town and earn a prop-
erty tax abatement of up to $750.
Bembury commented, “This is
something the town of Erving should
be doing.” Boyden said she would re-
search the policies developed in other
towns under this law, and would re-
portback to the board about a possible
future special town meeting article.

Purple Heart Community

At the suggestion of Leo Parent,
the board declared Erving a “Purple
Heart Community,” and established
August 7 as an annual “Purple Heart
Day” in Erving.

The proclamation cites the purpose
of “honoring the service and sacrifice
of our nation’s men and women in
uniform that were wounded or killed
while serving to protect the rights and
freedoms enjoyed by all Americans.”

Library Feasibility

The board signed a contract with
P3 Consulting to act as owner’s proj-
ect manager for the library feasibil-
ity study. The board also signed the
request for payment forms to send to
the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners to receive the grant
money awarded to the town.

Library director Barbara Fried-
man said that, although the town has
not paid for any services yet, it would
soon receive bills from the FRCOG,
P3, and for feasibility committee ex-
penses.

CDBG Priorities

The board decided to prepare
a letter to MJ Adams of Franklin
County Regional Housing and Re-
development Authority listing the
projects/programs it considers most
important for the town in the fiscal
year 2016 community development
block grant: senior housing, IP Mill
Redevelopment, and upgrades to the
Pleasant Street school building.

Volunteers Needed for Erving
Town Forest Cleanup Day

Spend part of Mother’s Day weekend giving back to Mother Nature!
The Erving Conservation Commission is looking for volunteers to help
with trail cleanup and maintenance on Saturday, May 9 from 10 a m. to
approximately 2:30 p.m. The work party will clear fallen brush and de-
bris, trim overgrown trails, and remove trash. If you’ve never explored

this network of trails, this is a great way to become familiar with it!

If you are interested, please meet at 10 a m. at the trailhead located on
the left hand side, approximately 1 mile from the western entrance of Old
State Rd. in Erving. The trailhead is marked by a green gate and is located

next to an old white farmhouse (almost directly across from the dirt road
that leads to the town cemetery). Parking is available along the road.

Please plan on bringing your own lunch, plenty of water, and hand tools
such as gloves, loppers, clippers, and handsaws. (We will have some extra
tools.) Chainsaws are welcome too! Be sure to wear sturdy footwear and
dress appropriately. Refreshments will be served next door at Erving Con-
servation Commissioner, Laura Herbert’s house directly afterwards.

For more information, please contact Laura
at (413) 423-3027 or laura@ladyelvis.com.

Preview of May 6 Erving Annual Town Meeting

NANCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

By KATIE NOLAN

At their May 6 annual town meeting, Erving
voters will consider articles to raise and appro-
priate $9.2 million for fiscal year 2016 and spend
$436,000 from free cash.

Non-money articles include a zoning bylaw
allowing commercial aboveground petroleum
storage in the groundwater protection district,
research on hiring a cook at the senior center, re-
setting the dates for town elections and annual
town meeting, and creating revolving funds for
senior transportation and for use of the senior/
community center.

The largest expense items are $3.2 million
for general government, fire and police de-
partments, highways and cemeteries, veterans’
services, library, parks and recreation, and em-
ployee benefits.

School funding is the next highest expense,
with Erving Elementary School budgeted at
$2.7 million, secondary education tuition at
$1.1 million and Franklin County Technical
School at $496,000.

The meeting will be asked to fund wastewa-
ter treatment at $340,040, employee benefits
liabilities (“other post-employment benefits”)
at $300,000, and elected officials’ salaries at
$101,587.

The selectboard recommends that the town
put $852,712 into the stabilization fund.

Other expenses paid from raising and appro-
priating tax money include:

* Building repair and maintenance: $25,000

* EES computer stabilization fund: 12,000

» Computer upgrades for town departments:
$8,000

* Around Town newsletter: $7,500

 Computer Server upgrade: $6,000

* Streetlight repair: $5,000

* Audit expense: $3,000

» Assessors’ Revaluation: $2,000

* Northfield Mountain Project valuation: $2,000.

Proposed spending from free cash (unex-
pended fund balance) includes: $165,000 to pur-
chase the property at 34 Northfield Road, located
between EES and the Senior/Community Cen-
ter, $110,000 for capital improvements at EES,
$140,000 for road work on Mountain Road, High
Street and Lillian’s Way, $13,500 for a mower
and bagger system for the highway department,
and $8,000 for a thermal imager for the fire de-
partment.

The zoning bylaw change would allow
aboveground liquid petroleum products/tanks
in the town’s groundwater protection district by
special permit. The zoning change, which would
clear the way for a gas station at the Dunkin Do-
nuts convenience store on the corner of French
King Highway and Semb Drive, was prepared
at the request of the 2014 annual town meeting.
However, the planning board voted 4 to 1 not to
recommend the change.

The warrant also asks for a “straw vote” to
see if the town supports further research on hir-
ing a cook so the senior center can serve daily

hot meals at the senior/community center. Cur-
rently, senior lunches are provided by Franklin
County Home Care Corporation three days a
week, free to seniors, with a suggested donation
of $2.50 per meal.

The meals are prepared off-site and warmed
up at the center by a FCHCC employee.

Currently the annual town election is held the
first Monday in May and the annual town meet-
ing follows on the first Wednesday in May. The
selectboard is asking the town to change the or-
der, with the annual town meeting on the first
Monday in May and the town election on the first
Wednesday after the first Monday in May.

The town will be asked to set up two revolv-
ing funds under the Council on Aging, one to
receive reimbursements for Medicaid rides pro-
vided by the COA and to provide matching funds
for purchase of a new COA van, and another to
receive payments for use of the Senior/Com-
munity Center by outside groups and to pay for
maintenance and repair of the building.

The library is seeking authorization for mov-
ing the donated collection of artifacts in the li-
brary’s Traversari Room temporarily to the Pearl
B. Care historical building. Library director Bar-
bara Friedman said she had talked to Traversari
family members and they agreed to the move.
Friedman said that the collection could be better
displayed in the historical building.

The meeting will take place at Erving Elemen-
tary School and will start at 7 p m.

CALL 863-8666
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GENERATOR from pg A1

“Luckily that helped preserve
our perishables,” Rosenberg said
jokingly.

Now that spring has come, the
co-op is just beginning to fundraise
for the $35.000 generator.

“We are just beginning because
winter was so long.” explained
Rosenberg. “We have just begun
public outreach.”

A fundraising event i1s in its
infancy, and the board is toying
around with the idea of the first
ever co-op auction. Rosenberg said
he is hopeful that enough dona-
tions will be received to allow for
an auction, but he is also consider-
ing the idea of a raffle.

“What the event will look like is
centered around how many dona-
tions we receive.” said Rosenberg.

So far, they have received
$5.000 in donations and $15.000
in loans to be put towards the pur-

chase of the generator, and are
looking for more donations of art,
crafts, and anything of value to be
auctioned off.

“While we do have loans, we
would like the majority of the funds
for the generator to come from do-
nations,” explained Rosenberg.

Rosenberg hopes the new gen-
erator will be in place in time for
winter next year. to realize the
dream of being a fully operational
grocery store even in the event of
loss of power, and to prevent fur-
ther losses in the future.

“We are really looking to be a
safe place when the power goes
out, a place to get a morning coffee
and pastry,” said Rosenberg.

Anyone who wishes to donate
can visit the Leverett Village Co-
op Facebook page to learn how to
make a PayPal donation, or call

FIELD TRIPS from pg A1

success. “This was such an eye-
opening, educational trip for our
students,” she said. “To think all that
is down the road from Montague!”
Sixth grade teacher Conor Driscoll
heard several of his students exclaim
“I can’t wait for college!™

The trip was funded by the Inte-
grating College and Career Readi-
ness grant from the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education.

The grant also paid the majority of
the cost for the eighth grade students
from Great Falls Middle School to
go on a field trip to MCLA (MA Col-
lege of Liberal Arts) and Williams
College on April 17. At MCLA. they
were given a campus tour by current
students. and participated in a col-
lege readiness activity.

At Williams College they ate
lunch at Whitmans® Dining Hall
and then members of Ephoria, one

of Williams™ a capella groups, sang
their group song and answered ques-
tions about college life.

Finally. college students who are
part of the Questbridge program
that assists disadvantaged students
in accessing college, spoke to the
8th graders. They encouraged them
to find their own path, which may
include a college education, and to
never give up, despite life’s obstacles
and the existence of people in their
lives who may not believe in them.

Gill-Montague was one of only
five districts in the state of Massa-
chusetts awarded funds to plan and
implement programs to promote col-
lege and career readiness in grades
6-12.

Secondary school guidance coun-
selors and other middle and high
school staff have spent the last two
years writing curriculum and imple-
menting college and career readiness
activities in the schools.

In addition to college trips, middle
and high school students participated
i online career readiness activities,
attended a career fair with over 40
businesses and employers, and en-
gaged in small group discussions to
prepare them for the workplace.

The students at Gill-Montague
are learning that it is never too early
to start thinking about one’s firture.
Early college and career exploration
will help them be much more pre-
pared for life after high school and
will also provide a goal to work to-
wards throughout their schooling,

As a guidance counselor at the
middle school. it has been exciting
to bring these new opportunities to
our students, and I look forward to
providing more college and career
readiness experiences for our youth.

Emily Krems works as a
guidance counselor at the
Great Falls Middle School.

DEMOLITION from pg A1

there a long time. Sister Agnes Angela worked
there for 60 years.”

Looking a little pensive, Bresciano said,
“It’s a shame they tore the school down.”

Several factors led to Associated Building
Wrecking’s demolishing the school. “Tt was a
case of prohibitive costs, lack of enrollment,
a dwindling number of parishioners, the num-
ber of Sisters, who had taught for only a sti-
pend. had also dwindled, requiring the hiring
of teachers and paying them salaries,” Pastor
Fr. Timothy Campoli said. “All this made costs
Tise.

“There were other things, like the antiquat-
ed heating system that was not zoned, so that
the entire school had to be heated when only
a portion needed heat. Eventually the Dio-
cese took over the school and determined that
keeping it open was not feasible. When Saint
Ann’s Church in Tumers Falls closed their
school in 1968-69, St Ann’s students enrolled
in Holy Trinity School.

“For a time Holy Trinity School was very
popular, since it offered a quality education at a
reasonable tuition. The student population was
not entirely Catholic,” Fr. Campoli said.

“Anyone could attend the school even if not
Catholic, but they needed to embrace Catholic

Paul during working hours
and talk to him directly. WE

dogma and participate in religious ceremonies,
though they could not receive the sacraments
unless they converted to Catholicism. Other re-
ligions may be similar, but the Catholic Church
is the only one founded by Jesus Christ.”

With landfills becoming increasingly
scarce, Associated Building Wreckers are re-
cycling 93% to 95% of the demo rubble. “The
biggest problem on this job is the wood wain-
scoting and the mud,” job foreman Bill Bab-
cock said, as their truck driver made several
passes through the mud with wheels spinning
in order to get the Kenworth tractor and the
Kruz trailer into position for loading with de-
molition debris.

With truck and ftrailer in place, Babcock
skillfully operated a grapple-equipped 345
Cat excavator, demolishing, sorting, and
loading building debris onto their 80 cubic
yard KRUZ trailer, drawn by a Kenworth T-
800 tandem tractor.

“We’ve got a crew of four laborers sepa-
rating out the wood, scrap metal and wiring,”
Babcock said. “There’s a place in Holyoke
that takes the bricks for use for fill. We saved
out a few bricks for people who want them
for souvenirs, but it’s too labor-intensive to
sort them out.

“The scrap metal goes to WTE metal recy-

Armando Bresciano, 97, remermbers the

school when it was new.

clers in east Greenfield, [and] sorted demolition
wood is converted to fiber material at a plant in
Holyoke for capping landfills, or it goes to a
plant for making wood pellets. A place in West
Springfield takes some of the material, too.”
According to Associated Building Wreck-
ers Project Manager, Steve Hill, “People want-
ed the building to be saved, but it needed too

D

much work. Tt was heated by two steam boilers
— huge old dinosaurs — and the roof needed re-
placing. There were a lot of repairs needed.”

The concrete foundation and granite are
slated for crushing to fill the cellar holes as a
contribution to forming a compacted base for a
parking lot to serve the construction operation,
and then as general parking.

At a later date the area may be a building
site for Baystate Medical offices. Additional
fill material will have to be brought in and
compacted for the parking lot. In preparation
for the crushing operation, Jamie Bryson op-
erated a 330 Cat excavator equipped with an
excavation bucket, to unearth the concrete
foundations in preparation for the crushing
operation by a portable crusher, amriving in a
week or so.

The remaining 5-7% of material, not suit-
able for recycling, is sheetrock, carpet padding
and mixed material not easily separated,” Steve
Hill, Project Manager for Associated Building
Wreckers, said.

At day’s end, the once-vibrant teaching
facility lay in tangled ruins, looking like a
battle zone. The jumble of demolition debris
sat waiting to be sorted and carried off in all
directions on another day.

MAGAZINE from page A1

The restaurant did open on time that day,
if you are wondering. Hasty calls to suppli-
ers and visits to the farmer’s market made
it happen. These days Reilly gets the maga-
zine out on time and within her budget four
times a year — same kind of miracle.

Edible Pioneer Valley is free, beautiful
and packed with information and inspira-
tion for those of us who revel in the bounty
of our area. To find a distribution site near
you go to the website www ediblepioneer-
valley.com, click on Find My Edible, and
an interactive map will show you where to
go. You can also peruse back issues at the
website or have the magazine delivered to
your door if you buy a subscription.

The most recent issue, an homage to
spring. has a green-and-white cover featur-
ing tiny seedlings. a hint of the fresh food
to come. Inside there are stories about lo-
cal farmers bringing produce to New York,
investors who literally “put their money
where their mouth is,” instructions for cut-
ting up a whole chicken, recipes for tasty
cocktails using maple syrup, and more.

This is titillating content for food lov-
ers, capable of inspiring immediate trips
to the nearest market or farm stand. There
are many magazines devoted to cooking
and eating well, but this one features lo-
cal seasonal foods from this abundant
valley and shows how we can suppoit lo-
cal agriculture.

Reilly loves everything about food.
Her culinary knowledge is primarily self-
taught, and it is vast. I don’t know many
people who can butcher a pig. Reilly can.
At the restaurant she started with fish

and then moved on to pork, because she
wanted to utilize the whole animal. not
just selected cuts.

She said, “I watched a few videos on
YouTube, and went at it. Being directly
responsible for that animal being sent
to the slaughterhouse made me very re-
spectful and cautious as to how I treated
the process. I don’t butcher whole ani-
mals often, which means I’ll never be
very good at it, but a whole animal car-
cass doesn’t scare me.”

It doesn’t seem that she is frightened
by much, not starting a publication, creat-
ing a website, teaching at Whole Foods,
or hosting a radio show on Edible Radio.
The structure of Edible Communities, Inc.
helps. It is a network of local food publica-
tions, a website, a radio show, and more, all
linked by a graphic identity. Each magazine
uses the same font. They are all the same
size, and the choice of a matte finish paper
gives depth to the photographs. It is printed
with soy ink and the paper is certified by
the Forest Stewardship Council. All this
creates an appealing visual consistency.

Through a licensing agreement, Mary
Reilly and other Edible publishers have
use of the name, the logo, educational
seminars, advice and events that celebrate
the joy of food. The Edible Communities
website invites entrepreneurial food lov-
ers to consider starting their own “Ed-
ible.,” and lists areas where they are al-
ready available. It would be an interesting
business opportunity to pursue if you were
moving to another part of the country with
a rich food culture.

Reilly distributes 13,000 issues a quar-

ter locally, and knows from reader feed-
back that a considerable number of people
read the content online and refer to back
1ssues as well.

Also, she’s eager to note that she has not
done this alone. “My husband and business
partner was a huge part of getting us off the
ground. He’s got years of sales experience,
and was invaluable in getting the strong ad-
vertiser support we’ve received.”

Reilly says the local food cultures, the
educational offerings made possible by
the five colleges, and the rituals of our
small town have been a delight. She said
she cried at her first May Day celebration
on the common, and her first Halloween
took her by surprise — people told her
what would happen, but it’s hard to imag-
ine hundreds of trick-or-treaters and all
the decorated homes if you've never en-
countered anything like it.

In a short time she has learned a lot about
her new town. Over a cup of coffee at the
Lady Killigrew, she talked about the res-
taurants she likes — she is also a restaurant
consultant who helps with recipe develop-
ment and plating design — favorite recipes,
and farmers she has come to know, and the
value of kale stems.

Yes, Kale stems. A personal area of in-
terest to her is food waste and better access
to food. She recently attended a dinner that
featured the parts of vegetables and animal
that might normally end up in the garbage
or the compost pile.

Go to the Edible Pioneer Valley web-
site and read about how the waiter drizzled

the drippings from a tallow candle
onto mashed potatoes. Yum! Wa
|

BRIDGE from pg A1

loose from the action of braking traffic, exposing
the concrete deck. An asphalt patch was placed di-
rectly over the exposed deck without replacing the
membrane, which will subject the concrete and
metal reinforcing to corrosive ice control chemicals
entering through eventual cracking of the patch.

There also may be other structural defects that
need to be remediated.

Montague DPW superintendent Tom Bergeron
said this fit with what he has heard. “From my un-
derstanding, they have to replace the bearings under
the bridge.” he said. “T heard that was going to be
in April, and I don’t know why they haven’t done
it. They have to physically jack the bridge up to re-
place the bearings.”

Asked if the bridge is curently safe, Bergeron
had no qualms: “Oh yes! Absolutely.”

The bridge flexes, so that jacking it using a hy-
draulic jack does not raise up the entire structure,
but flexes up the end just a few inches, if that.

According to a source at the Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation, ““There is a pending
Extra Work Order for redesigned bearings that is
currently under engineering peer review. The bear-
ing replacement is expected to be completed this
construction season with all other remaining work
scheduled to be done concurrently.”

It was unclear as of publication time what this
“other remaining work” is comprised of.

Many of our readers will want to know whether
traffic on the bridge will be blocked again.

“I don’t think so.” guessed Bergeron. “When
they said they’d have to replace the bearings —
that’s why there’s a five-foot lane, for the
trucks. That’s not a bike lane.”

Time will tell. =<

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).
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Montague Mini Storage | Mike Fuller-owner
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Mike Fuller, Owner 48 Randall Road | 413-863-4680
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Franklin County Home Care Corp. seeks

MANAGERS (3] for
SENIOR DINING GENTER MEALS PROGRAM

DEERFIELD
12 Hours per week. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. ONLY

ERVING
9 Hours per week. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ONLY

NORTHFIELD
9 Hours per week. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. ONLY

Heat and serve noontime meal for area Elders; provide accurate reports to
central office. Requires: previous food service experience; good recordkeeping
ability; excellent communication skills; and sensitivity to needs of elders.

Submit resume & cover letter with preference of Site to: HR @fchcc.org
or mail to: FCHCC-DHR, 330 Montague City Rd., Turners Falls, MA 01376.
Applications will be accepted until positions are filled. AA/EOE.

Sma

At the Arts Block Café
Greenfield, MA

$10 Children 12 & under

anil ar the Door

LEVERETT from page A1

school committee will be up for
election on Saturday. Incumbents
Kip Fonsh and Sarah Dolven will be
standing for re-election, but Cheryl
Bonica and Jenn Chylack have de-
cided not to run again, adding an
element of surprise to the election
for that important board. Incum-
bents are running for re-election for
all other elected boards and offices,
Stratford said on Tuesday:.

This week, Nathhorst said, “T’ve
been very impressed with Rich
Brazeau’s chairmanship of the se-
lectboard. My goal will be to try
to follow in his footsteps. An even-
tempered and even-handed town
government is very important.”

Looking forward to a successful
roll-out for the town’s municipal
broadband network this summer,
Nathhorst said he hoped to bring the
expertise he has gained in four de-
cades of capital planning at UMass
to bear on other projects, like push-
ing for an upgrade of the town’s
electrical grid, which he said is not
ready for a concerted switch to resi-
dential photovoltaics, and too prone
to townwide failure in storms when
one substation or another loses pow-
er.

He said, “I"d like to bring my fa-
cilities expertise to bear on town in-
frastructure, so we can do a good job
of managing and maintaining town
buildings.”

He did not back away from state-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Directed by Jennifer Coliskey
Musical Director Susanne Anderson
Choreographer Sue Dresser

Tickets $16 General, $13 Seniors/ Students,
At World Eye Bookshop, The Jones Library

Call (413) 233-43068 to reserve, or visit our websire

April 24, 25, May 1, 2 at 8PM
April 26 & May 3 at 2 PM

www.arenacivictheatre.org

Arena Civic Theatre

presents

Douce

ments he made in print in Novem-
ber of 2013, in which he called for
regionalization of town services like
fire and emergency response and el-
ementary education, referring to the
Leverett fire department as “a dedi-
cated but insular group of people
who are in fact a bit of a private club
that resists change.”

But Nathhorst said Leverett’s re-
cent hiring of fire chief John Ingram,
who also serves as a captain of the
Ambherst fire department, “is a step
in the direction I was talking about. I
view him as bringing a lot of the ex-
pertise and training and administra-
tive skills the town of Amherst has
to the town of Leverett. He’s doing a
wonderful job; I'm very pleased.”

In 2013, Nathhorst wrote, “We
must face facts that Leverett can-
not continue to sustain both a stand-
alone fire department and a stand-
alone elementary school.” Although
the underlying demographic pres-
sures have hardly changed, Ingram
reported this month the Leverett fire
department now has 15 members,
and not enough money to train them
all.

Nathhorst called the Leverett
Elementary School “a wonderful
school” with “a great reputation.”
but said, with enrollment at less than
half the building’s designed capacity
of 250 students, “It is an expensive
resource to maintain.”

In the current budget cycle, as
Leverett’s finance boards sought

NOTES FROMTHE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Desbien Denounces Eversource

By JEFF SINGLETON

The Montague selectboard meet-
ing of April 27 was a relatively quiet
affair, with one notable exception.
A local resident named Phil Des-
bien, standing dramatically in the
front of the room. took the opportu-
nity to denounce the electric utility
Eversource. and in particularly the
“generation service charge” which
appears on the back of your electric
bill. Mr. Desbien repeatedly called
the service charge “blood sucking,”
claiming that it resulted in “unearned
profit.”

Desbien’s presentation came as a
bit of a surprise to the board, as well
as the audience in attendance.

Desbien began by stating that his
last bill showed a $62.50 generation
charge. Thus the charge will cost
him an extra $800 on his electric bill.
Since Desbien is on a fixed income,
that increase “will have to come out
of my food budget.” He estimated
that the service charge would lead to
a total “unearned profit” of two bil-
lion dollars for the company:.

Desbien handed the selectboard
a lengthy memo containing a good
deal of data and his own recent elec-
tric bill. His complaints about high
electric rates, and the confusing
charges on the back of the electric
bill, seemed to strike a sympathetic
chord with the board and the audi-
ence. However, his solutions to the
problem did not seem so well re-
ceived.

Desbien argued that Montague
was in a “unique situation to do
something about it.” He suggested
the town charge Eversource a fee for
“every cubic foot of water” that mns
through the “ugly canal”. He pro-
posed that the town seize the Cabot
generating station at the end of the
canal through eminent domain and
then turn it info a museum. He also
suggested that the town impose a
“view tax” on the company because

3.5% budget cutbacks from all town
departments, superintendent Bob
Mahler complied. saying the Lever-
ett Elementary School “is part of the
town.” While admitting “it would be
very much harder” to secure similar
budget cutbacks from the regional
school district in some future time of
fiscal uncertainty, Nathhorst said he
still supported K-12 regionalization
with the Amherst-Pelham district.

Nathhorst called himself an en-
vironmentalist with a background
in the natural sciences. On Tuesday,
as “concerned citizen” Kurt Ad-
ams. of Old Mountain Road, sought
the selectboard’s advice on how
to halt Eversource’s plan to spray
herbicides under the power lines
on Brushy Mountain this summer,
Nathhorst chimed in, citing a recent
World Health Organization study
linking glyphosate in products such
as Roundup to cancer.

Two years ago, he was less per-
suaded by studies on low-level
emissions some members of the ad
hoc cell tower committee pointed
to in seeking stiffer setback require-
ments for cell towers in Leverett.
But he said he had gained from that
experience in a way that would help
him if he does win a seat on the se-
lectboard.

“I learned people have strong
opinions,” said Nathhorst. “T may

1
L

they still hold them.”

residents were forced to look at
“ugly power lines, and ugly power
poles, and an ugly transformer.”

Town administrator Frank Ab-
bondanzio pointed out that utilities
account for a significant proportion
of Montague tax revenue. Two com-
panies account for as much as 25%
of total tax value in the town. The
valuation of one of these companies
had increased from $47 million in
2006 to $117 million in 2014. An
electric utility is currently in litiga-
tion with the town over its increased
assessment.

Desbien became increasingly
frustrated with the passive demean-
or of the board and the failure of au-
dience members to raise their hands
when asked to support his proposals.
His presentation ended after nearly
twenty minutes.

Celebration

Suzanne LoManto of Turners
Falls RiverCulture requested that
the board execute contracts with
the FirstLight Power company to
use their land along the Connecticut
River for two events: the May 16
River’s Song Celebration, and the
August 1 Pocumtuck Homelands
Celebration.

The River’s Song event will in-
volve a dance or “choreographed
walk™ across the bridge behind the
Great Falls Discovery Center with
illuminated hula hoops.

Donna Francis, chair of Mon-
tague’s agricultural commission,
requested that the board authorize
the commission to sponsor the 2016
Great Falls Farmers Market. The
market is located on Avenue A near
the Discovery Center. Francis also
asked for permission to place five
signs declaring Montague a “right
to farm™ community at entrances to
the town.

There was some discussion of
which entrances to the town should
be covered. Jeanne Golrick argued

that the entrance near the Mon-
tague City General Pierce bridge to
Greenfield was preferable to Mead-
ow Road.

Assessor Search

The board established a commit-
tee to hire a new director of assess-
ing. The committee will include the
town administrator, the temporary
director of assessing. the chair of
the board of assessors, a selectboard
member, the treasurer/tax collector,
the town accountant, and an assis-
tant assessor.

The town has received confirma-
tion that the board of assessors is the
entity mandated to hire an assessor
under state law. The appointment of
the head of that board to this com-
mittee was said to satisfy that re-
quirement.

Other Business

The selectboard placed the chil-
dren’s librarian, Angela Rovati-
Leonard, on medical leave until
June 11. The board also accepted
the resignation Tina Sulda as back-
up town accountant and appointed
Shari Hildreth to the position. Lana
Amda was appointed to the IT ad-
ministrator position.

The board authorized the dis-
bursement of $11,526 to the firm
Catlin and Petrovick for services as-
sociated with the senior center plan-
ning study.

The board also signed the May 18
town election warrant.

Finally, it issued a “letter of sup-
port” for building inspector David
Jensen to be appointed to the Bureau
of Building Regulations and Stan-
dards. The bureau develops the state
building code and has a “semi-judi-
cial function,” ruling on “questions
and appeals.”

Jensen seemed unsure whether his
appointment, made by the governor,
was still an opfion, but he requested
a letter of support just in case.

Josh Rose, a naturalist, will lead
a hike on the Montague Plains on
Sunday, May 10 from 9 am. to
noon. This is one of several spring
hikes on protected lands where the
proposed Kinder Morgan 36 pipe-
line could go if approved.

Rose will lead hikers on trails
going from the Mohawk Ramblers
Motorcycle Clubhouse through ar-
eas of the Montague Sandplains ex-
ploring the biodiversity of the area.
Hikers will have a chance to look
for birds more common to the sand-
plains than other areas. These birds
mclude Prairie Warblers, Eastern
Towhees, Vesper Sparrows and
other species. People will also have
a chance to learn about the unique-
ness of this local natural resource,
which is protected by Article 97
of the MA State Constitution. The
Montague Plains Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (MPWMA) is owned
and managed by the Massachu-
setts Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR) Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW).

Josh Rose. a naturalist with a
Ph.D. in zoology, worked as a pro-
gram director at the World Birding
Center before moving to Amherst.
He has a special interest in drag-
onflies and has written about the

May 10: Montague Plains Hike

Montague Plains for the Hitchcock
Center.

This unique 1.500-acre natural
resource is a large sand delta formed
thousands of years ago and is now
populated with pitch pine/scrub oak
and is home to several rare plants.

As a wildlife management area,
several species of grassland birds
nest and breed in this area. Other
hikes have been held in the region to
help educate people about the pro-
posed location of Kinder Morgan’s
pipeline project and its possible ef-
fect on the landscape. In Franklin
County there are other protected
lands that the pipeline could cross
including the New England Nation-
al Scenic Trail as it passes through
Northfield.

The hike will begin at the Mo-
hawk Ramblers Motorcycle Club-
house at 9 a.m. To get to the Club-
house follow Lake Pleasant Road
from Turners Fall Road (across
from airport) for 1.5 miles. Turn
right onto the dirt road and follow
to Ramblers parking area (Bartlett
Road). There is parking there.

This hike on the Montague
Plains is sponsored by MAP (Mon-
tague Against Pipeline), The Enviro
Show, and No. Quabbin Pipeline
Action (NQPA).

CALL 863-8666

Renaissance
Builders

Quality, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

[Pam Veith
REALESTATE

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GAI, SRES, CBR

75 Main Street; Suite 105,
Northiield, MA 01380

Office: (413) 498-0207 22
Cell: (413) 834-4444
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Home Fax: (413) B63-0218
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

More Discussion, and Concern, over WiredWest Model

By JOSH HEINEMANN

During the second part of its
April 22 meeting the Wendell select-
board’s office filled to standing room
only with Wendell’s broadband com-
mittee, Ben Schwartz, Robbie Lep-
pzer and Robbie Heller, two finance
committee members, Garrett Sawyer
and Ray DiDonato, WiredWest legal
and governance chair Steve Nelsomn.,
Shutesbury town administrator and
WiredWest liaison Becky Torres, and
town citizens. Selectboard member
Jeoffiey Pooser was away and tried
to participate through a telephone
connection, but he lost contact early,
and it was unclear whether he was
able to reconnect.

Discussion continued from the
April 8 meeting on the town’s po-
tential participation in WiredWest’s
buildout of the *“last mile” fiber optic
internet connection to every house in
town. When the meeting ended peo-
ple gathered in the hall outside the
office and continued the discussion,
and the two board members present
stayed at their table, and allowed the
proceedings to settle in.

At issue was whether to include
an article on the annual town meet-
ing warrant that would authorize
the town to borrow its share of the
buildout costs, and then to schedule a
debt exclusion vote that would allow
the town to repay that bond and stay
within the limits set by Proposition
2-%. All articles for the annual town
meeting must be ready for posting
by May 29, one week before the
June 8 annual fown meeting, and the
last regularly scheduled selectboard
meeting before then is May 20.

Selectboard member Dan Keller
seemed inclined to delay that vote
to a fall special town meeting when
more concrete information and more
substantiated dollar figures should be
available. He wanted to know where
documents were, and how much the
town would be committing to. He
wanted time to look at the cash flow
model, a model that was created by
proprietary software.

Two proposed articles were sub-
mitted to the selectboard., one by
WiredWest, and one by MBI, the
Massachusetts Broadband Institute;
those articles were not read aloud at
this meeting. Nelson said that the ar-
ticle was originally drafted by MBI
and that WiredWest submitted their
article just to express the intent of
towns to work together as a regional
cooperative. MBI is the state institu-
tion which will oversee building of
the system and will provide 40% of
the money required.

Wendell became a charter mem-
ber of WiredWest when the 2010
annual town meeting approved an
article to join the cooperative, and
has paid dues to stay a member of
WiredWest. WiredWest now has 32
member towns.

The WiredWest estimate for build-
ing Wendell’s last mile is $1,920,000
of which MBI would pay $700,000
and Wendell would pay the remain-
der through borrowing.

During construction. MBI money
would be spent first, and then Wen-
dell would borrow short term notes
as work progresses. When the last
mile is connected the town would
take out a bond to cover the entire
project, and that bond is projected
to cost $13/month, or $156/year for
an average homeowner with a house
valued at $160,000. WiredWest pro-
ponents say that tax increase will be

more than offset by savings in tele-
phone, satellite internet and televi-
sion payments, all three of which
can be provided by the fiber optic
systemn.

Nelson said the differences be-
tween the two articles was not im-
portant enough to make a difference
and approving either one would get
Wendell involved in forming the
WiredWest cooperative. He said
there is a draft of the organization’s
bylaws, but the organization cannot
be formed until towns approve the ar-
ticles and begin to write the finished
bylaws. If Wendell does not approve
the article at the annual town meet-
ing the town will not be involved in
creating the cooperative bylaws. If it
joins later, decisions will have been
made without input from Wendell.

DiDonato said that the articles
are enabling, not committing, and
that there are downsides to not get-
ting broadband internet connections
in the form of a dwindling tax base
and people leaving. Nelson said esti-
mates were made by MBI with input
from three consultants. The software
used is proprietary.

Town facilities engineer Jim Sla-
vas said that he has that proprietary
software on his computer, and has
found that the model structure holds
mostly, but there are some discon-
certing errors in three parts: the
structure of the model. assumptions
made, and policy decisions.

Facilities engineer

Jim Slavas said he has
found the WiredWest
model structure holds
mostly, but that there are
some disconcerting

errors in three parts.

He used the example of a pay rate
which increased by a percentage in
the first year, but that percentage was
not compounded in following years.
The amount of money involved is
not great compared with the total
budget, but an oversight like that,
he said, is something to raise con-
cern. He said he wanted more time
to study the model and its four pages
of assumptions.

Schwartz said if the town does
not join at this time, MBI will make
the decisions about parameters of
construction of the network without
the town’s input. Then, if the town
chooses WiredWest to be system op-
erator and internet service provider,
profit will return to the town as re-
duced bond payments and as revenue
after the bond is paid off.

Citizen Alistair MacMartin said
we should see what the town wants,
at the annual town meeting.

Citizen Sharon Wachsler said
any talk of delay makes her stomach
tighten. She works for a dog trainer
who is moving in order to get internet
access. Citizen Jeff Bauman asked
what were the potential downsides
of several months’ delay. Leppzer
cited a lack of input in forming the
bylaws, and having to catch up with
the process of organization.

DiDonato said without internet
there would be a declining tax base
as property values drop, and people
leave because they need internet
service to work. Young people will
not rent where there is no internet,
because they need the connection for
school work, and for work.

Sawyer said that when people
leave, the town’s expenses stay the
same, and the property tax per house-
hold increases.

Torres said that property values
increase an average of $5,000 with
an internet connection.

Selectboard chair Christine Heard
said that there are people in town who
will get the tax increase but will not
subscribe, and will not get any bene-
fit. But that follows the same pattern
as people who pay taxes that support
schools, but have no children.

Trevor Kearns said the issue also
brought up the strength of democra-
cy, as more people attend the annual
town meetings than might attend a
special one, but Keller said that when
issues attract interest. special town
meetings bring in as many people.

Slavas said the model has Wired-
West as the system operator, but Nel-
son said there is a choice of opera-
tors once the fiber network is built.
Leverett, which is building its fiber
optic network independently, will
have Comcast as its system operator,
and that choice is possible for towns
within WiredWest, but other choices
are available.

Heard said there are three steps
in the process of getting this in-
ternet network built. Wendell has
completed the first by getting over
40% of households signed up with
a $49 deposit and a commitment to
subscribe. The second step would
be to pass a town meeting article
authorizing the borrowing, and the
third would be a debt exclusion vote.
She said she favored putting an ar-
ticle on the annual town meeting
warrant, and if the information and
clarification that Keller is secking
are not available by then. the town
can vote to postpone its decision.

Other Business

In the hour between the meeting’s
7 p.m. beginning and the 8 p m. fiber
optic discussion, Keller and Heard
took care of the more routine busi-
ness that comes to the selectboard
meetings. Heard began the meeting
with an announcement that Wendell
Dollars for Scholars had raised over
$4.,000 in donations. So far no one
has applied for the money which can
be used towards college or post sec-
ondary technical training.

She also said that Joe Diemand
offered the town triangular concrete
posts that could be used as stops on
the downhill side of the office build-
ing parking lot where they would
hinder a vehicle from rolling over
the edge and into the community
garden. Coordinator of Buildings
and Grounds, Ted Lewis said there
might be a problem with snow plow-
ing, but the triangles are light and
could be moved for winter.

Keller has been talking about get-
ting a reasonable pay rate for Slavas,
as facilities engineer. and librarian
Rosie Heidkamp suggested $20,000
a year as a low estimate. Slavas has
not suggested an amount. Keller said
he should get at least $50 an hour or
at least $10.000 a year, which is “al-
most an insult.”

The Mahar school committee
voted to borrow $250.000 to rehabil-
itate the dam which creates a small
pond on school grounds. Breach-
ing the dam would cost more, and
a state dam inspection insisted that
something be done. The rehabilita-
tion would be done so the structure
is no longer a dam, and so would
not require the regular expense of

a dam inspection. Wendell’s share
of the borrowing would be $10.525
over five years, and would replace
another borrowing and not influence
the town budget.

The town’s insurance agent, Mas-
sachusetts Interlocal Insurance As-
sociation (MIIA), is giving Wendell
$2.297 towards its insurance premi-
um for next fiscal year.

‘Wendell’'s share of chapter 90
road repair money for fiscal 2016 is
confirmed at $190,353.

Fire chief Joe Cuneo met the se-
lectboard and told them that with the
legal brush burning season almost
over, Wendell’s new brush truck i1s
almost ready for service. Answer-
ing Keller’s question he said the
two way radio system that is used in
Franklin County is sound. with some
glitches. It is a multiband, three-
tiered system that allows firefighters
and emergency workers at a scene to
communicate with each other with-
out interfering with the Shelburne
control dispatch calls.

Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich
handed out a paper copy of an ex-
change of emails between Good
Neighbors and the Full Moon Cof-
fechouse committee. The emails
expressed frustration between the
two groups over cleanup including
putting the tables away, and with
the kitchen committee over place-
ment of the mop sink just outside the
kitchen entrance. Health regulations
do not allow putting the mop sink in
the kitchen, and its planned location
in the women’s lavatory was not pos-
sible and the decision to put it by the
kitchen door was made on the spot
during construction. That was the
storage place for the town tables.

Alistair MacMartin, who works
with the kitchen committee, brought
to the selectboard a proposal to build
a storage compartment under the
town hall stage for the town’s tables.
He suggested building a box there
with a floor and then two dollies
each of which can hold five tables,
and roll in and out as needed. He has
measured and they will fit. There are
vents in front of the stage but they
only go into the crawl space under
the stage and do not appear to be part
of the heating system.

Nancy Graton, Wanita Sears, and
Ed Hebert came representing Good
Neighbors. Hebert’'s concern was
that the platform should be sealed
against rodents, and MacMartin
said that building a box instead of a
simple platform would work for that.
Sears was concerned about lifting
the tables up from essentially ground
level would be more work, and both
board members present thought the
idea is a good one, and young people
should help with the lifting.

However,the boxes may interfere
with work on the heating system.
‘Whittier Plumbing and Heating is on
vacation and will return with plans
and an estimate, and so board mem-
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HELP WANTED
YOUTH SWIM TEAM

HEAD COACH
MONTAGUE PARKS &
RECREATION

The Montague Parks & Recreation
Department, a full-time /year-
round municipal agency,
is seeking an experienced,
enthusiastic, and reliable
individual for the position of
Head Coach for the Bluefish
Swim Team. This is a part-time/
seasonal position (mid-October
through mid-March); approx.
16-20 hrs./week. Certification in
basic lifeguarding, and previous
coaching experience preferred.

Interested parties should
contact MPRD for a complete
job description and application
at (413) 863-3216, or recdir@
montague-ma.gov. Application
Deadline: Open until filled.
Montague Parks & Recreation
Department, 56 First St., Turners
Falls, MA

The Town of Montague is an Equal
Opportunity Employer & Provider.

The Montague
Congregational Church
4 North Street

Roast Pork

Supper
Saturday, May 2, 5:30 PM.

Roast Pork, Red Potatoes,
Gravy, Fresh Carrots, Home-
Made Applesauce, Breads,
Tomato Soup Cake

(all for Take-outs..
Walk-ins Welcomed
Adults $10, Children under 10 $5
Reservations: 367-2652

bers suggested delaying the project
until the work is set for the heating
system repairs.

MacMartin then announced that
gas is connected to the new stove in
the new town hall kitchen. and with
just a bit of work left before comple-
tion, the kitchen committee is asking
to schedule an opening party May 31
at 4 p.m., with some state and fed-
eral officials, including at least a rep-
resentative from Congressman Jim
McGovern’s office.

He also asked about the status of
the piano on the stage. which goes
out of tune with changes in tempera-
ture and humidity, and has sticking
keys. Performers now bring their
own keyboards. Ted Lewis might re-

A

MONTAGUE SENIOR CENTER
RESULTS PRESENTATION

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 - 6 p.m.
Montague Center Fire Station,
28 Old Sunderland Road

Hosted by the Senior Center Planning Committee.

member who donated it.
Vﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁg

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).
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Blown Cellulose Insulation » Airsealing * Fnergy Audits

Bryan G. Hobbs

54 Main Street
. Matthew Edwards
Remodeling Contractor

P.O. Box 729 Lertified Arborist

Greenfield, MA 01302
Tree Climbing Specialist * Pruning And Removals
Stump Grinding « Practicing Fine Arboriculture

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. ~.'.. EOWARDS TREE SERVIL'E &

e - - .
Replacement Doors & Windows = Rooling = Siding f__'_‘_J_a" Resm‘?nt‘al / ICmInmerc:al / _M“_““:ipal
Home Repairs * Spray Foam Insulation CHEVFIOLET 60 Ft. Aerial Lift  Brush Chipping

Fully Insured With Workers Comp. +Insurance and Liabilitys
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM .
Brvan G. Hobbs Wendell, MA e
346 Conwayv ét., Greenfield PAUL J . SOCQUET Bus. Phane (413) 773-3678 "' e
bryanhobbsremodeling@gmail .com SERVICE CONSULTANT Fax (413) 774-5746 :

Subuirban » Tahoe « Equinox « Traverse - Vans

Ava!and]e Colorado

Call Now for a Free
Energy Audit:
(413) 775-9006

Serving Hampshire And Franklin Counties \-

413-325-7823 or 978- 544-7452
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SOFTBALL from page A1

Turners Falls had to rely on team-
work, conscious base-running, and
headfirst slides to beat the throw. But
that’s only half the story. Keeping
your opponents off the score board is
equally difficult. Not one of the five
teams has managed to score a single
run against the Blue Tribe.

Incredible pitching, clutch catch-
es and heads-up throws have man-
aged to shut down batters and run-
ners, game after game, inning after
inning, win after win. Just look at the
game by game play.

TFHS 12 — Mohawk 0

The Lady Indians started their sea-
son on April 16 with a 12-tun, Mer-
cy-Rule victory over host Mohawk.
Powertown’s defense shut down the
Warriors® batters, while their own
hitters crushed out 12 runs.

Gabby Arzuaga went 3 for 4,
with a double, 2 runs scored, and 3
batted in. Amber Caouette went 2 for
4 from the plate, scored 3 runs, and
had 2 RBIs. Jordan Meattey banged
out a double, scored 2 runs, went 2
for 3 from the plate, and batted in a
run. Jordyn Fiske was perfect from
the plate, going 1 for 1 with a RBL.

Mackenzie Salls batted 500, 2 for
4, had an RBI and crossed the plate
3 times. Maddy Johnson reached
base when she was hit by a pitch and
was batted home. Melissa Hersey
finished the night batting 500, man-
aging 1 hit in her two at-bats. Haley
Whipple also scored a run.

When your team is leading by
S0 many runs, it’s easy to let up. To
relax. Show some mercy. It’s very
hard to play perfect defense when
the game is all but won.

But the Blue Indians and their
starting pitcher, Mackenzie Phillips,
never let up. Not only did Power-
town keep Mohawk off the score-
board, Mackenzie struck out 10 of
the batters she faced, and did not al-
low a single walk.

TFHS 6 — Mount Greylock 0

On April 17, Turners shut out vis-
iting Mount Greylock. 6 to nothing.
Arzuaga led the Blue offense with
3 RBIs. She went 3 for 4 from the

LELILY ﬁ
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Melissa Hersey and Mackengie Phillips look on as Maddy Jehnson
scores a run for Turners during the team’s 12-0 defeat of Greenfield.

plate, smashed 2 doubles, and scored
a . Whipple also banged out a
double, and Hersey, Salls, and Phil-
lips each contributed with RBIs, ac-
counting for the other 3 Turners Falls
runs. Phillips had another fantastic
outing, allowing just 1 hit in 7 in-
nings. She also struck out 15 batters
while allowing only 1 walk.

TFHS 12 — Greenfield 0

Four days later, on April 21, Turn-
ers blanked Greenfield in another
Mercy-Rule victory.

Caouette had the most Blue RBIs,
batting-in 3 baserunners. Pitcher
Phillips helped her own cause by
knocking in 2 runners. and was per-
fect from the plate, 1 for 1. Salls bat-
ted 750, going 3 for 4. and had a RBI
of her own. Arzuaga had 2 hits and
batted in 1. Meattey also had a RBL

Phillips kept the strike-out pa-
rade going, whiffing 10 batters in 4
innings and allowed just 1 base on
balls. Reliever Peyton Emery struck
out 2 of the batters she faced, and
didn’t allow a hit in the inning she
pitched.

TFHS 28 — Hopkins 0

On Thursday April 23, Coach
Gary Mullins celebrated his 600th
career softball win as his Blue Pow-
erhouse exploded against Hopkins
28 to 0.

“That was a noble thing you did
last inning, Coach,” the opposing
coach said to Mullins after the third
inning. He was referring to the fact
that Turners didn’t run up the score.

In the midst of a 7-run inning,
Turners’ base mnners were only al-
lowed to take one base at a time.
Third base coach Sully held his run-
ners at third even when they could
easily have rounded the base and
scored additional runs. And when
someone made a joke about turkey
vultures circling over the Hopkins
bench, Mullins said. “Tdon’t like 1t. I
don’t like it at all.”

You see, above all the accolades
and beyond all the titles, lies sports-
manship. And seeing a young girl
struggling on the mound, and her
team getting increasingly frustrated,
isn’t good. And that didn’t happen.
Simply because of sportsmanship
and fair-play. The Hopkins® girls
were allowed to make great catches
and timely throws and get out of the
game. feeling good about the 15 outs
they executed.

“We did pretty good, consider-
ing we were playing Turners Falls.”
someone from the Hopkins side said
after the game.

Coach Mullins’ 600th win started
off with a bang with 9 runs crossing
the plate in the first inning alone. But
holding a 9-run lead after a half in-

ning, the Blue Tribe could’ve let up,
but they didn’t. They shut down the
Hopkins Golden Hawks in each and
every inning while piling on the runs.
After 2, itwas 11-0. After 3 it was 18
to nothing and after 4, the Tribe was
up 25, zero.

Mullins said he had no idea it was
his 600th win. He just smiled and ac-
cepted the congratulations of those
around him, but he didn’t want to
talk about all that. The only thing he
wanted to speak about was the night’s
game. “We have a great pitcher,”
he said about Mackenzie Phillips.
“She’s one of the main reasons we
haven’t been scored on yet.”

Phillips allowed only 1 hit and 2
walks, while striking out 10 of the 15
batters she faced. On the other side
of the plate, she went 3 for 6, with 3
RBIs and a home run.

Caouette hit 7 RBIs and had a
home run of her own. Salls also
homered on her way to 3 runs batted
in. Fiske and Johnson each tripled,
and Jessica Loynd and Meattey each
had doubles. Arzuaga, Hersey, and
Nicole Thibeault each contributed
2 hits apiece, and Whipple scored 3
runs with a hit and a RBIL.

DAVID HOITT PHOTOS

TFHS 16 — Mahar 0

Turners Falls scored 16 runs on
18 hits on Monday, April 27 to de-
feat the Mahar Senators. Because the
Mercy Rule was enforced, Turners
was only allowed to bat for 4 innings.
But in those 4 innings, they managed
to score 16 runs while keeping Ma-
har off the scoreboard.

Salls, Fiske, Whipple and Arzuaga
were the power hitters for the Tribe.
Jordyn, Haley and Gabby each hit
doubles while Mackenzie cracked a
triple. Other players who contributed
were Thibeault, with 2 RBIs, and
Caouette, Johnson, Loynd, and Phil-
lips, who each knocked in a mun.

Sienna Dillensneider, Emery,
Hersey. Loynd and Meattey also
came to the plate for the Tribe. Phil-
lips pitched 3 no-hit innings, and
struck out 7 of the 9 batters she faced.
Emery pitched the last two innings,
giving up just 1 hit and striking out 5.

As we went to press on Wednes-
day, word came in that the team had
defeated Frontier, 5—0. They travel
to Silver Lake Park on May 1 to play
Athol, head to Hampshire on May 2,
and return home on the 4th to
host Pioneer. — Eds. Na

Hersey races the throw to first on 175.9 way to a 28 -rin deﬁaf of Hopkins.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

P

The Franklin County CDC

the 5th Annual Presentation of
The Haas
Entrepreneur of the Year Award

May 21,2015 6:00—7:30 p.m. Shea Theater, Turners Falls

Reception to follow. Everyone welcome! Donation suggested.
Visit www.fccdc.org or call (413) 774-7204 ext 100

vites You to

fusd

www.thegilltavern.com

1§ 5 B
Tre(Gill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pMm
Sunday Brunch. 1 0am-2pm

326 Main Road Gill. MA 413-863-9006

151 Avenue A

413.863.5447

(g

JillBromberg
Montague, MA

serenityhomeorganizing.com

413.367 9959

Lsc’f‘c’/ﬂé’f{/ Home Organizing

/clear your space, clear your mind
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IN GCOOD COMPANY

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

Turners Falls, MA 01376 |

www.about-facecomputers.com

Abodt-Face

Computer Solutions

Offering skilled and intentional
companionship to elders and
others in the final years of life.

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com

A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE

www.ingoodcompanynow.com HSit@l Lta':lgd
ospice traine: =
413-834-7569 CPR certitied 2

Services

Interior/Exterior
Custom Residential
Fully Insured

Office: 978-544-6534

Peter Waters Painting

WIRKER COMMITTED
OWNED 0 COMMUNITY

311 Wells Strest, Suits B
Greentield, MA 01301
415.772.8758

wision | integrity | expertise

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION

Cell: 413-461-5172 Wwwpvsquared.coop Ko "'ﬂ'gﬂfm\?h?fﬁm
Wer!de" MA MA Elge Lic 413764 ang MA HIC J4077
peterjwaterssa@gmall com Contact us for a free solar assessment!

i
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Landscape Design & Maintenance

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care

Family Owned & Operated
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years

Dave Argy, Family & Staff

PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

119 Avenue A, Turners Falls

www.turnerstalispizza.com
(413) 863-8000

= Serving Home Grown )
Farm-inspired Food & Drink

o =
[“UPTON-MASSAMONT  (413) 665-3771 x104 Offic
3 T (413) 665-3772 Fax
(413) 834-1524 Cell
o) @ (413) 423-3810 Home

h m don@cbumr.com E-mail

e + Elm Street, South Deerficld, Pn‘[.a"uJJJifa,€ ]

Cwoed A oo, www.cbupton-massamont.. f‘ 44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 "EREC

Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D.

Cosmetic Dentistry

7 Burnham Street
Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone (413) 774-6553
TumersFalls Dental.com

Office Hours By Appeintment

(EC D SINGLE-VISIT DENTISTRY
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THE GARDENER’S COMPANION

By LESLIE BROWN

MONTAGUE CITY - The wind
is sharp and the clouds scud across
the sky, weakening the strength of
the sun. Still the daffodils dance
merrily, yellow, orange and white
and the buds fatten up on the fruit
trees. We look back wistfully to the
string of warm, sunny days mid-
month.

But this is the nature of spring in
New England and still plant, animal
and bird life move forward, flow-
ering, building nests and tending
young. A fellow gardener in Heath
set out his onion starts a couple of
days ago in the snow, because it is
time.

WVery soon it will be May which,
while it, too will have chilly days.
will suddenly warm up for good and
we will be into the summer heat.
The cold-loving crops must be put
in, the nest filled with eggs, the fruit
set on the trees.

Timing is significant in the life of
farmers. The combination of warm
days and below freezing nights sets
the stage for the maple sugaring
season, but it began late this year
and the usual thirty-day season was

see GARDENER page B6
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MONTAGUE — Next weekend,

May 8 and 9, the fields of the Mill-
ers Falls Gun Club will be filled

with projections. soundscapes, and

light art, all backed by an extensive

lineup of local and international
DIJs and electronic dance music as
the Valley Lux Festival comes to

The event is being organized by
Vilkas LLC, a team of Hampshire
College graduates who met while

backwoods of Hampshire College

‘This festival will run from a

‘more conservative 6 pm. to 1 a.m.

each night. The music is managed

by Fois Gras, a record label started

by Hampshire College graduates
Finn Liss and Nick Kane.

The festival bills itself as “first
and foremost a gathering of art-
ists.” However, the exact nature
of that art is often difficult to pin

Light shows and festivals are
a relatively new way to blend dif-

ferent styles of art, and the line

between audio and visual art is

blurred for many of the acts.

“There’s a lot going on in light
technology.” said Molly Lynch of
Vilkas. “You can pmgram them to
interact walh you.”

Organizers cite the New York
Festival of Lxght and Tlluminus

Boston as inspiration, though those
events are also in their infancy.

“An outdoor festival trying to draw

a big crowd for this is new... The

technology has advanced enough to
move outside,” Lynch explamccl
Aspartufathemeafahlghteeh-

nology in a natural setting, many

installations will “[project] hghts

to natural objects in the woods.™

Even the stage represents a
union between the two mediums:
an octagonal DJ booth wrapped
around a tree. covered in surfaces
for projection and light art.

One installation, called a sound-
scape, monitors an individual’s

‘movement through the woods, and

gives unique audio and visual feed-

giving each participant a different
‘experience of the piece.

we all wanted to come back.” said

‘Lynch. One of the goals of the fes-

tival is to “collect hjgh technology

'artwsrk and create an interaction

with the natural setting.”
This made the Rod and Gun
Club a natural choice for their loca-

‘tion, with ample fields, a pavilion,

and a path through the woods.
The installations and other set

pieces, like the stage, will tem-

ey T TR e

&
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porarily change the Rod and Gun

Club into somethmg that is not

completely natural or unnatural.
“They came to Mutton anndad

and saw the venue, and thought this

would be a good place for it.” said

Joe Warsawski of the Millers Falls

Rod and Gun Club.

Highlights from the list of par-
ticipating artists include D’Hana
“Battyjack” Perry, and London-
based Donjohnston.

Perry will perform a DJ set, ac-
companied by a visual piece on the
custom built stage.

Their previous work, LOOSE,
electronic music to create a unique

sensory experience. and has been

featured at The Brooklyn Museum,

Harvard, andMIT
Donjohnston features contem-

porary electronic and house sounds

with swing and jazz rhythms.

He has played at Boomtown and

Glastonbury music festivals.

‘see VALLEY LUX page B8
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1676, Part Three: Charlevoix
and the Little Ice Age

E. O. WILSON
TALKS ANTS,
HUMAN

EXISTENCE
AT NMH

By EMILY ALLING

GILL — “If you save the liv-
ing environment, you will save the
physical environment — but if, as
the world seems hell-bent on doing,
you save only the physical environ-
ment, you will lose them both.”

Speaking at Northfield Mount
Hermon School on Earth Day 2015,
renowned biologist E. O. Wilson
distilled his career’s work into a
captivating 45 minute talk, and
offered words of advice to young
people as they enter a world that
is undergoing rapid and unpredict-
able change.

Widely regarded as the world’s
leading expert on ants, Wilson be-
gan his career as an entomologist
and went on to pursue research in
biodiversity, sociobiology, evolu-
tionary theory, and the meaning
of human existence, among other
areas.

He is a professor emeritus of
entomology at Harvard University,
the winner of two Pulitzer prizes,
chairman of the board of advisors
of the E.O. Wilson Foundation for
Biodiversity, and an active scholar
and writer at age 85.

In his early work on ants, Wil-
son could tell that the insects were
able to communicate with one an-
other in a sophisticated manner, but
didn’t yet understand how.

Advances in chemical analysis
opened the way for the discovery
of pheromones, substances secret-
ed by organisms that can influence

see E.O. WILSON page B3

By JAMES GILDEA

The Reporter is running
a series of excerpts from
M Gildea’s history of Ber-
nardston, “The Journey
Home,” in which he dis-
cusses historical and envi-
ronmental factors he sees as
helping shape the battle or
massacre at Peskeompskut
in 1676.

Last week’s installment
described the massive 1663
earthquake along the banks
of the St. Lawrence River,
and this week'’s explores
some of its other effects.

Thousands of deer, bea-
ver, foxes, cartbou, moose,
mink, and other animals, all
of which had created a lucra-
tive trade in furs for the Iro-
quois, were suddenly gone.
The people of the St. Law-
rence were not only out in
the cold, they had been dis-
possessed of their fur trade.
and the food from their for-
ests had also vanished.

The loss of hunting lands
may have been the primary
reason for their raids against
other tribes across the North-
east. They expanded their

ginalizing tribes in a wide
swath. In some confronta-
tions they integrated other

hunting grounds by mar- ; I

The native people along
the St. Lawrence were not
agriculturalists. They de-
pended on the forest for their
food, and for good reason.
During the so-called “Little
Ice Age” (ca. 1500-1850),
the cold and fickle climate
of southeastern Canada
made food production from
the land extremely difficult,
if not impossible in some
years.

Shortly after the quake.
many French-speaking peo-
ple abandoned their farms
and villages in southern Que-
bec and moved to the region
of Lake Champlain. There’s
little doubt they would have
felt threatened by the starv-
ing native population along
the river. Equally important:
the Lake Champlain area
did not have a history of the
devastating quakes that oc-
casionally rattle the St. Law-

tribes into their inner circle. Prerre Frangois Xavier de Charlevoix

TENCce Iegion.

Those migrants probably
also wondered if another
great quake might lay ahead.
After seven months of severe
aftershocks, any reasonable
person would have pondered
that question many times.
The French-speaking people
who lived in southern Que-
bec weren’t hanging around
to find out. The people of the
Iroquois Nation probably
asked the same question as
they moved to other hunting
grounds.

Charlevoix

The epicenter of the
shaking was at Charlevoix
Crater, an ancient asteroid
impact crater along the St.
Lawrence, named for Pierre-
Francois-Xavier De Char-
levoix, a Jesuit missionary
who had been sent to Que-
bec to teach the native peo-
ple. He was there from 1705
till 1709, when he returned
to France.

In 1720, the French gov-
ernment once again sent him
back to “New France,” as
southern Canada was then
known, on a mission her-
alded as “scientific and ex-
ploratory.” Its true purpose,

however, was a closely
guarded secret.
Charlevoix sailed the

see 1676 page B4

By EMILY MONOSSON

MONTAGUE - The first inkling that
things were really bad was the news that late
blight had not only wilted and rotted my own
tomatoes, but those of Montague’s Red Fire
Farm as well. Farmer Ryan Voiland has been
growing and selling tomatoes since middle
school. setting up a road-side stand outside
his parents’ home.

A decade or so later Voiland — a thirty-
something. soft-spoken organic farmer with
a degree from Cornell — had become an
award-winning tomato grower.

“That first year was remarkable,” recalled
Voiland, cracking a shy smile, “we heard
about the Massachusetts Tomato Contest ...
we had a good crop and managed to send in
some specimens.” Red Fire’s tomatoes won
five out of twelve awards, more than any
farm, organic or conventional, had ever won
in a single year.

Red Fire. now a successful Community
Supported Agriculture farm or CSA, grows

more than 150 different tomato varieties,
offering them up for tasting at their annual
Tomato Festival. But in 2014, a fungus-like
disease called late blight had made its way
up the valley, jumping from one farm to an-
other until it hit Red Fire.

Tomato crops died within days. Rows of
once lush plants resembled vegetative ver-
sions of zombie armies: upright stalks stud-
ded with browned blight-infested leaves.
Large brown spots blossomed on the fiuits,
turning them soft and unsellable.

That my kitchen garden. just a few miles
away from Voiland’s farm, succumbed as
well, was no surprise; I am not the most at-
tentive farmer.

When I can amble down to the Red Fire
farm stand and purchase plump red Bran-
dywines, Big Yellow Zebras or Sungolds,
tending to tomatoes is not a make or break
situation.

But for independent farmers and
CSAs, such large scale crop loss can be

see TOMATO page B4

Garden tomato (variety "Ace") with Phytephthora infestans (late blight or potate bijght).
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Pet of the Week

Hi, my name is Izzy! I'm very
affectionate and I love all people. I
have lived with cats as well as dogs
(a German Shepherd, a Husky and
an Arctic Wolf) and I make great
friends with dogs.

I can live peacefully with other
cats but would prefer to be your one
and only, which really isn’t that sur-
prising because my previous guard-
ians described me as more like a
dog than a cat!

Here’s something else that
sets me apart from other cats:
Imuch prefer to drink straight
from a faucet than your run-
of-the-mill water bowl!

I would love for you to
come visit me if T sound like
I may be the perfect cat for
you. I would love to find a
great, new loving home!

Contact the Dakin Pio-
neer Valley Humane Soci-

ety at (413) 548-9898 or at
info@dpvhs.org.

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill/ Montague Senior Center,
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is
open Monday through Friday from
9am.to2pm.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made one
day in advance by 11 a.m.

All fitness classes are supported
by a grant from the Executive Of-
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do-
nations are accepted. Council on
Aging Director is Roberta Potter.
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant.
For more information, to make
meal reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the Center is closed.

Monday 5/4

10:10 am. Aerobics

10:50 am. Chair Exercise
Tuesday 5/5

8 am. Foot Clinic Appointments
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
Noon Lunch

12:30 p.m. Tech Support appts.
12:45 p.m. COA Meeting
Wednesday 5/6

10:10 am. Aerobics

10:50 am. Chair Exercise
Noon Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo
Thursday 5/7

10:10 am. Tech Tutor
10:30 am. Brown Bag
Noon Lunch

1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns
Friday 5/8

10:10 am. Aerobics

10:50 am. Chair Exercise

1 p.m. Writing Group

LEVERETT

For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.
Flexibility and Balance Chair
Yoga — Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first
class free). Senior Lunch — Fridays
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by

Senior Center Activities
May 4to 8

Wednesday for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle. (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs.

Call the Center for a ride.

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, fempo-
rarily at 18 Pleasant Street, Erv-
ing, is open Monday through Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p m. for
activities and congregate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager
at 423-3308 for meal information
and reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-
ters, interim Senior Center Direc-
tor, at (413) 423-3649. Transpor-
tation can be provided for meals,
shopping, or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities,
schedule a ride, or find out about
the next blood pressure clinic.
Monday 5/4
9 am. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise
12:30 p.m. Movie & Popcorn
Tuesday 5/5
8:45 a m. Chair Aerobics
9:30 am. COA Meeting
10 a.m. Cardio Toning
11:30 am. Sandwich Tuesday
12:30 p.m. Painting
Wednesday 5/6
8:45 a m. Line Dancing
9:30 a m. Blood Pressure
10 a.m. Chair Yoga
Noon Bingo & Snacks
Thursday 5/7
8:15- 10 am. Foot Clinic
8:45 am. Aerobics
10 a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles
Noon Pitch & Brown Bag
Friday 5/8
9 am. Bowling
11:30 a.m. Home Cooking
12:30 p.m. Quilting
1 p m. Pedigree Music Prod.

WEIRD IGIRAIUING by OVERTURE

5 &

Querture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out apertura.org.

KINDERGARTEN READINESS PLAYGROUPS

Do you have a child who will be entering
Kindergarten in the fall at Hillcrest or Gill Elementary
Schools? If they haven’t been in a formal pre-school or
day care setting they may benefit from practicing some
of the following skills they will need for Kindergarten:
Recognizing the letters of their name, sitting in a circle,

taking turns and sharing.

Join us for an hour as we learn, have fun and practice

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

Q. My wife has complained of
being short of breath while shopping
in the mall. She says it’s just a sign of
age, but I'm concerned about her.

The likelihood of suffering
shortness of breath or “dyspnea”
(disp-nee-ah) becomes greater the
older we get. As we age. our air
passages get smaller, chest muscles
weaken, and our lungs become less
flexible. These changes reduce our
air flow.

Dyspnea should happen rarely to
healthy people. It can be brought on
by exhaustive exertion, high altitude,
extreme temperatures. Otherwise,
shortness of breath is commonly
a sign of a medical problem. So
your wife should get this symptom
checked by a doctor immediately.

Dyspnea is associated with the
major breathing disorders that can
develop in seniors. These disorders
are chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD), asthma, obstructive
sleep apnea, pulmonary fibrosis,
pulmonary thromboembolism and
aspiration.

COPD involves difficulty in
exhaling. Emphysema and chronic
bronchitis are COPDs. Emphysema
makes the small air spaces in
the lungs collapse. Bronchitis is

these skills..
‘Where:

Contact info:

.and more!

Hillcrest Elementary School, 30 Griswold
Street, Turners Falls

When: April 28, May 12, May 26 and June 9, from
2:30 to 3:30 p m.

Karen Guillette, Gill-Montague CFCE Coordinator,

(413) 863-4804 x 1003, karen.guillette@gmrsd.org

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Dyspnea Discussed

inflammation of the airways.

Most asthma is caused by allergies
to airborne particles such as dust and
mold. The airways become inflamed,
which causes them to spasm. Unlike
COPD, asthma is reversible.

Diagnosing conditions in seniors
can be challenging, because asthma
in older people is often difficult to
distinguish from emphysema and
chronic bronchitis. In addition,
many seniors have both emphysema
and chronic bronchitis.

Obstructive sleep apnea 1is
common in older adults. People with
sleep apnea stop breathing for as
long as 30 seconds at a time. These
interruptions can happen hundreds
of times a night. Obstructive sleep
apnea occurs when the muscles
in the back of your throat relax,
narrowing your airway and cutting
off your breathing.

In pulmonary fibrosis, the lung’s
air sacs become filled with scar
tissue. The damage is permanent.
Pulmonary fibrosis usually begins in
your 40s or 50s, but can develop at
any age.

Pulmonary  thromboembolism
is a life-endangering blockage of
a blood vessel by a blood clot that
travels — often from the legs — to the
Iung and damages tissue. Pulmonary
thromboembolism is most common
after age 65.

When something from your
mouth goes down “the wrong pipe.”
you have aspiration. Aspiration is
inhaling food particles, liquids or
bacteria. If the amount of aspirated
material exceeds the ability of the
immune system to handle it, you can

get a serious lung infection.

Shortness of breath can be caused
by a variety of abnormalities in
organs other than the lungs.

When the heart fails, it loses its
ability pump blood. This elevates
pressure in the blood vessels around
the lung. Sometimes fluid collects
in the lungs and interferes with
breathing, causing shortness of
breath, especially when a person is
lying down.

A low red-blood-cell count causes
dyspnea because the red cells cairy
oxygen. When their number is
extremely low, your body doesn’t
get enough oxygen.

In addition, a high thyroid level,
shock. systemic infection, kidney or
chronic liver problems, stroke, nerve
and muscle disorders, and anxiety
can bring on dyspnea.

The following are some symptoms
that indicate a medical condition:
shortness of breath at rest, with
exercise, when lying down or upon
exposure to allergens.

In addition, you may have a
problem if shortness of breath is
accompanied by: chest pain or
discomfort, arm pain, jaw pain, neck
pain, swelling in the ankles and feet,
fluid weight gain or unintentional
weight loss with reduced appetite,
unusual fatigue, sweating, yellow or
green phlegm, blood in spit, fever,
wheezing, persistent cough, blue
lips or fingertips, fainting.

If vou would like to
ask a question, write to
Jred@healthygeezer.com.
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the behavior of other members of
the same species.

Wilson’s early experiments in-
volved “trying to talk to the ants.”
(“That’s what I did in the ‘60s.” he
quipped.)

In one such experiment, Wil-
son sought to understand how ants
knew when one of their number
was dead.

He observed that shortly after
an ant died. it could lie for some
time, “legs in the air,” ignored by
its comrades; only later would they
pick up the body and carry it away.

Wilson theorized that “decom-
position substances™ were the tell-
tale signs of death and set about
trying to identify these substances,
painting a number of ants with dif-
ferent chemicals in an attempt to
“turn them into zombies.”

After some time. during which
his lab “smelled like hell,” Wilson
hit upon lactic acid as the respon-
sible substance: live ants painted
with lactic acid and returned fo
their colonies would be hauled
away, kicking and struggling, and
dumped in the ant cemetery.

Humans, said Wilson, are one of
relatively few species that rely pri-
marily on audiovisual perception:
“Relatively speaking, we sense
almost nothing.” Pheromones and
chemosensory receptors play a ma-
jor role in the perception of most
other species, “from bacteria to big
cats.”

Wilson described the complex
world of pheromones as “just one
of the many parts of biology that lie
unknown for your generation.”

Drawing the lens back from
ants to the entire biosphere, Wil-
son lamented the disproportionate
emphasis on the nonliving world
among today’s environmentalists
and policymakers, who focus on
problems like climate change. wa-
ter shortages, and the disappear-
ance of arable land to the exclusion
of the study of ecosystems and the
species that make them up.

Out of the earth’s estimated 8
million species, only two million
or so are known to scientists; Wil-
son described the remaining 6 mil-
lion species — primarily microbes
—as the “dark matter” of a complex
biosphere that eludes human under-

standing. “We don’t know what the
heck we’re doing.”

We do know, however, that the
attrition of species on Earth is oc-
curring 1000 times faster than be-
fore the existence of humans, and
that the rate of extinction is only
increasing.

Having summarized the state
of the planet., Wilson then offered
some advice as a new generation
prepares to take on stewardship of
it. The divisions between the tra-
ditional domains of human knowl-
edge — sciences, social sciences,
humanities, and arts — are dissolv-
ing, he said, and rather than content
mastery, the keys to success in the
future will be imagination, wise
collaboration, and flexibility.

Wilson asserted that “you don’t
need to learn algebra to be an ef-
fective scientist.,” drawing cheers
from the students in the audience
but frowns from the math teach-

s. “Collaborate with a mathema-
tician,” he said. “T’ve always done
that. It works.”

Following his talk, Wilson field-
ed questions from the audience. In
response to one student who asked
how he viewed the problem of wa-
ter, Wilson stated that we are going
to need to develop the technology
and energy sources — eventually,
fusion — to acquire new fresh water
via desalination.

Asked how science and religion
can coexist, Wilson referred to his
latest book, The Meaning of Human
Existence. and hypothesized that
the unifying qualities of religious
faith may be Darwinian: religious
communities confer an evolution-
ary advantage by bringing people
together and thus aiding their sur-
vival.

Wilson also decried the tribal-
ism inherent in organized religion,
and the potential for competing
creation stories to distract humans
from focusing on preserving “the
creation,” whatever its origins.

Finally, upon request, Wilson
dispensed some suggestions on
discovering one’s life path: “Study
broadly. Things are happening fast.
And write! Constantly practice
writing — in an educated vocabu-
lary, for heaven’s sake. “And when

you find something you
love, grab it.” Ws

Great Falls Farmers Market 2015

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

TURNERS FALLS — The Great
Falls Farmers Market will open for
the season on Wednesday, May 6.
The market, located between the
Great Falls Discovery Center and
Second Street, will take place each
Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. all
SeasoiL

Recently, the market held its sec-
ond annual Poster Art contest, which
was won by Amy Bowse. The win-
ner of the contest in 2014 was Lahri
Bond of Lake Pleasant. Suzanne
LoManto, director of Turners Falls
RiverCulture, said Bond’s poster. an
image of a woman, “drew people to
the farmers market, so people will
eat better food.”

LoManto said the poster con-
test “involves the community. and
it gives opportunities to artists to
display art to the community. It’s
open to all ages. Anyone can sub-
mit something.” She said the con-
test started because the market just
needed a poster, “so instead of de-
signing one, they decided to have a
contest.”

What is good about the farmers
market itself, according to organiz-

er Donna Francis of the Montague
Agriculture Commission, is “every-
thing — the market provides a source
of fresh locally grown food, and
supports our local farmers and local
economy. Fresh not only tastes bet-
ter but is more nutritious. The mar-
ket is also a fun and pleasant place
to shop.

“There is music most Wednes-
days, vou can pick up growing and
cooking tips from the farmers, and
you can catch up with your neigh-
bors who are also shopping at the
market. SNAP, WIC and Senior
Coupons are accepted. The market
is a great community event.”

Regular vendors at the Great
Falls Farmers Market include John-
son Farm of Deerfield, and Peter
Kretzenger. Johnson Farm has fresh
vegetables from the farm, plus flow-
ers and vegetables plants that got
started growing in the spring. Kret-
zenger has fresh vegetables, berries,
perennial plants, jams and jellies to
its name.

A new vendor for this year will
be Just Roots Farm. out of Green-
field. They will bring fresh greens
and vegetables to the market. Other
items available at the market over

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Suspicious Person Near Stump Pile Sent Home

Monday, 4/20

2:292 am. Two calls re-
garding suspicious group
of males in parking lot on
Griswold Street. Unable
to locate.

11:54 am. Caller
Norman Circle reports
that his
dogs bark continuously
throughout the day; he is
also concerned about one

from

neighbor’s

of the dogs behaving ag-
Advised of
options; copy of call for-

gressively.

warded to animal control
ofhicer.

1:29 pam. Caller discov-
ered a deceased fox In
his backyard. He and his
young son poked it with
sticks to “check it out” and
may have touched the tail
of the animal. Caller is
now concerned about the
possibility of rabies. Ani-
mal control officer advises
that party should use a
shovel and bag the animal
up; party could choose to
have animal tested for ra-
bies at his own expense or
bury it.

Tuesday, 4/21

10:57
quest at Shady Glen. Ser-
vices rendered.

am. Lockout re-

1:27 p.m. Lockout request
at Hallmark Institute of
Photography. Services
rendered.

1:59 p.m. Lockout request
at Franklin County Tech-
nical School. Services ren-
dered.

9:96 p.m. Caller reports
that he struck a bicyclist
in the alley behind St. Ka-
zimierz Society. Parties
exchanged information
and have both since left
the area. Bicyclist later
called to report accident,
in which he says he sus-
tained injuries to his left
shoulder and wrist/thumb
area. He will seek medical
attention on his own. Inci-
dent under investigation.
9:27 p.m. Three reports of
a vehicle that left the road
and struck several head-
stones in the Aaron Clark
Cemetery. No injuries.
4:25 p.m. Party from Nor-
man Circle complains that
neighbor’s 3-¢ dogs are
constantly barking, day
and night. Caller also re-
ports that the dogs seemed
to display aggressive be-
havior while they were
being walked the other
day. Dogs were leashed
and under control at all
times. Copy of call left for
animal control officer.
Wednesday, 4/22
10:45 am. Caller
Norman Circle requests

from

to speak with an officer
about an ongoing situa-
tion with his neighbor and

the course of the season will include
hanging baskets, honey, eggs, maple
syrup, herbs, baked goods, crafts,
goat-milk soap and cut flowers.

The market is sponsored by the
Agricultural Commission. The ven-
dors, besides giving us all of these
great items to buy, also help the
market with funding by paying fees
to participate, though according to
Francis, “community groups are wel-
come to participate, at no charge.”

her dogs. Officer left mes-
sage for caller.

12:39 p.m. Report of er-
ratic operator on Hillside
Road. Second caller ad-
vises that the vehicle in
question is pulled off the
road half m the woods.
Responding officers re-
pert no signs of impair-
ment; operator states that
she pulled over to take a
nap because she was tired
and will be driving home
now. After observing her
pulled
her over and provided a

driving, officers
courtesy transport home;
problems may be due to
a medical i1ssue. Later re-
ceived a 911 call from
Roberto’s Restaurant ad-
vising that the subject is
there and appears some-
what disoriented. Officers
followed up and will check
into matter further.

of
resident burning brush

12:49 pm. Report
in close proximity to
a residence on Millers
Falls Road. TFFD spoke
with resident; fire extin-
guished.

5:30 pm. Two people into
lobby to speak to an officer
about a female party who
is pregnant and drinking
and living on their couch.
Advised of options.
Thursday, 4/23
12:11 am. Caller
ports loud party outside

|

of house near entrance
to Hillerest Elementary
School. Multiple youths
are reportedly outside
yelling and partying. Call-
er states his sleep is being
disturbed. Quiet upon ar-
rival; gathering will be
breaking up soon.

12:45 am. Report that a
Roberts

is harassing the clerk,

- was arrested

on two default warrants

customer in FL.

and also charged with
shoplifting by concealing
merchandise.

11:34 a.m. Brush fire on
East Main Street reported
to be close to a structure;
caller can see it from his
house in Erving. TFFD
advised and en route,
12:45 pm. Report of a
white pickup truck filled
with trash at G Street
and Tenth Street. Caller
is concerned that the op-
erator of the wvehicle has
recently been dumping
trash bags in the area. Re-
sponding officer advises
that it appears that the ve-
hicle owner has been pick-
ing things up rather than
dumping them.

2:36 pam. Caller reports
that he just witnessed
what appeared to be a
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drug deal at Fifth Street
and T Street. Copy of call
left for detective.

4:56 p.m. Report of 2
females walking on the
tracks above North Lever-
ett Road. Railroads noti-
fied. Officer located 2 juve-
nile females who came out
of the woods onto Gunn
Read and advised them of
the dangers of being on
the tracks. Females head-
ed home now.

6:40 p.m. Officers located a
suspicious person on Elev-
enth Street and advised
him to leave the area. Sub-
ject had assembled a small
stump pile which he will
be cleaning up tomorrow
when he gets his truck
baclk.

9:05 p.m. Report of illegal
dumping on Third Street.
Officer spoke with a male
who admitted to bringing
trash down at the request
of the property manager.
Subject advised to get
stickers for trash bags.
Friday, 4/24

9:02 a.m. Caller reports
that her medical marijuana
was stolen from her kitch-
en. Upon speaking with
an officer, party admitted
that she did not purchase
the marijuana at a dispen-
sary. Party advised that
MPD cannot investigate
the theft because the drug
was not purchased legally,
to which she said, “Well, it
was worth a try...”

1:22 p.m, Caller reports
that while out walking
she observed a few youths
making a fort out of pine
branches near the ball-
fields on Montague Street.
‘When the youths saw her,
they
Caller is concerned they

appeared nervous.

may be up to no good. Re-
sponding: officer advises
that the fort may need to
be taken down as it has a
fire pit inside. Chains used
to take down fort.

412 pm. Caller from
Norman Circle requests
to speak to an officer. She
has heard that
her neighbors have been

Trumors

making complaints to the
police about her dogs and
have reportedly started
some kind of petition re-
garding her and the dogs.
Officer spoke with party.
Saturday, 4/25

12:44 Neighbor
disturbance on Central

a.m.

Street; caller reports that
3rd floor tenant is being
very loud. Quiet upon ar-
rival. Officer spoke with
3rd floor tenant, whom he
woke up, and relayed the
complaint.

11:39 am. Caller from
Norman Circle reports an
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incident with her neigh-
bor, with whom she has
been having issues. Ad-
vised of options.

1:02 pm. 3 car collision
at Millers Falls Road
and West Mineral Road.
TFFD and MedCare en
route. Citation issued.
6:28 p.m.

was arrested on 7 default

warrants and charged
with unlicensed operation
of a motor vehicle.

6:47 pm. Report of a
campsite and a fire near
the

Four parties advised to

Bridge of Names.

pack it up and move as
they were on Water De-
partment property. Par-

ties complied.

T:40 p.m.

was arrested and charged
with operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended
license.

Sunday, 4/26

4:50 a.m. Burglar alarm at
Family Dollar. Respond-
ing officer advises that
the front door is broken
as if something had been
thrown at it; door 1s also
unsecured. Building clear.
Officers watched security
tape and saw a party break
the door, enter the build-
ing, and leave immediate-
Iy. Nothing taken.

10:20 am. Caller from
Millers Falls reports that
last night someone placed
wooden stakes on their
front lawn and bent over
the political signs that
she had placed out. Caller
stated that earlier someone
had threatened to stab her
husband in the heart, and
she felt that the stakes in
the yard were connected to
this: this is one of a num-
ber of incidents that have
occurred recently. Officer
spoke with caller and ad-
vised her of options.

10:55 a.m. Detail for Little
League parade.

12:3% p.am. Caller from
Unity Street reports on-
going dispute between
herself and a male party
over property that she left
with him and that he is re-
fusing to return. Both par-
ties spoken to and advised
that this 1s a civil 1ssue to
be taken up in court.
9:49 pm. Caller
Newton Street
that she can see across the

from
reports

river into Erving and ob-
serves three teenage males
who appear to be trying
to start fires. Referred to
state police.

9:00 p.m. Two reports of
gunshots in Lake Pleas-
ant. Officers checked area
but did not hear anything.
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devastating.

The 2014 outbreak left local to-
mato fields in tatters, but it wasn’t
the worst case of the blight to hit
Red Fire.

In 2009, writes Voiland in his
farm blog, late blight “caused
massive crop loss and severely
impacted us financially.” Voiland
had plenty of company that season
as the blight ripped into tomato
plants all along the east coast and
mid-Atlantic.

Chef and author Dan Barber
penned a New York Times op-
ed about the outbreak, “You
Say Tomato, I say Agricultural
Disaster.” The article was just one
of hundreds published that year.

“I, myself,” wrote Martha
Stewart in a 2009 blog, “have lost
seventy percent of the fifty differ-
ent varieties in my garden. Even
though I still have tomatoes on the
vine, many of the beautiful heir-
loom varieties which were planted
never had a chance.”

Stewart’s post was accompanied
by an image of an ugly diseased to-
mato, a far cry from the doyenne’s
trademark perfection.

Diseased tomatoes are nothing
new, whether grown by conven-
tional or organic tomato farmers.

Voiland and others are constant-

ly on the lookout for early blight
and black mold; cutworms and leaf
miners; and all sorts of specks,
spots and cankers.

But late blight, caused by the
fungus-like Phytophtora infestans
— a pathogen with an affinity not
only for tomatoes but also for their
botanical cousin, the potato —was a
new one for Northeast growers.

And ever since its 2009 debut,
the blight that wipes out crops
within days has returned each
growing season.

For Voiland and many CSA
farmers, tomatoes are an essential
crop. A classic summer vegetable.

But ever since blight, tomatoes
have become harder to bring to
market.

That 2009 outbreak may have
been the first to hit Northeast to-
matoes but it certainly was not the
first time Phytophthora went pan-
demic. Nor were tomatoes the first
vegetable (or fruit) to be taken by
blight.

Over a century ago a mysterious
potato disease spread across Eu-
rope like wild fire. Healthy plants
died within days.

Potatoes in the ground turned
putrid. Tenant farmers in Ireland
were hit particularly hard. Some
one million Irish died and more
than a million sailed for distant

Here’s the way it was April 30,
2005: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

More Noise at the Selectboard

Since February 28, when the
topic of a town noise ordinance was
last discussed, heath agent Gina
McNeely has moved away from re-
lying solely on sound level meters
to monitor decibel levels at bars,
nightclubs and industrial sites.

At the continuation of the noise
ordinance hearing on April 25, Mc-
Neely told the board her research
of other Massachusetts noise ordi-
nances had swayed her from what
she regarded as a scientific, objec-
tive approach as the sole means
of measuring noise, and she now
favors including a common sense
approach to determining whether
a bar band or a factory is produc-
ing excessive noise, when no sound
level meter is available.

If noise is plainly audible 200
feet from the source of the sound,
that common-sense measure would
constitute sufficient evidence that
the proposed noise ordinance was
being violated, McNeely said.

An exasperated Ross Capetta,
who lives in an apartment on Fourth
Street, behind Yesterday’s bar on
Third Street, demanded to know
“why people who live here have to
ask permission to go to bed.”

Rebuilding State Aid
to Towns and Schools

Representative Stephen Kulik
(D-Worthington) writes a letter
to the community “to provide an
overview of the budget picture this
year, especially since it has such a
large impact on the town budgets
that voters will be considering at

LOOKIING BACKS
10 YEARS AGO
THIS WEEK

annual town meetings in the com-
ing weeks.”

He writes that “The past three
years have been very difficult ones,
financially, forthe Commonwealth.”
He explains in detail the budget dif-
ficulties the state has faced, and
how long it is taking for the reces-
sion budget cuts to be restored.

“This is especially disappointing
for local aid and Chapter 70 edu-
cation aid,” writes Kulik, “Under
these budget proposals, schools in
my district such as Gill-Montague
and Swift River would not receive
any additional funds. To me, this is
unacceptable.”

Kulik goes on to describe his ad-
vocacy for school funding spending
increases, and his concern about the
rising cost of health care in Massa-
chusetts.

Dodge Promoted
to Sergeant Again

Chip Dodge is a sergeant again.
After being demoted to patrolman
in 2000 following an off-duty fra-
cas with a fellow police officer,
Dodge took the qualifying exam in
2004, and at the same time took the
sergeant’s exam. He passed both
tests.

Mindful of his past demotion, the
selectboard voted to remove Dodge
from the list of qualified candidates
for chief in fall of 2004, and Civil
Service upheld their decision.

Board chair Pat Allen asked how
Dodge had come to view the inci-
dent that caused his demotion some
years ago, and Dodge responded
“Some people may say I’'m crazy,
but [ view it as a positive. I learned
a really valuable lesson as far as
how much my job, my career, and
my family means to me. It was a
very big wake up call.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

shores.

Late blight had touched off the
infamous potato famine, altering
social structures, politics, and ag-
ricultural practices — its effects rel-
evant even today.

Since its emergence on potato
fields, blight has remained the bane
of farmers around the globe.

Even so, no one expected the
2009 outbreak.

“In our experience,” writes Cor-
nell plant pathologist William Fry
and colleagues of the outbreak in
their recent article, “The 2009 Late
Blight Epidemic in Eastern U.S.”
(available online by the American
Phytopathogical Society), “the
scale of pathogen release was com-
pletely unexpected and unprec-
edented.”

Fry has tracked the plant patho-
gen to its roots and teased apart its
DNA.

So what changed? How did
this happen? Using an NCIS-like
approach, including DNA finger-
printing, the group traced the 2009
outbreak to a single source and a
single strain, subsequently named
“US22” (there are dozens of late
blight strains, but US22 was the
bane of 2009 growers).

While the scenario played out
like an agro-terrorist attack with
blight hitting just about every-

Saturday, May 2
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Town-Wide
Tag Sale

On the Common
in New Salem

1676 from page B1

length of the St. Lawrence, and even
at that late date, he still found ample
evidence of tremendous destruction;
the area was still “a wreck.” His
voyage took him down the Missis-
sippi River, and out into the Gulf of
Mexico, where he was shipwrecked
for a time before he finally returned
to France.

There’s a more likely reason for
Charlevoix’s trip. Given that the year
was 1720, the height of the Little Ice
Age, Charlevoix may have been
given orders by the government of
France to “set a place at the table”
for the many indigents who had been
impoverished by the dismal weather
in Europe.

The Little Ice Age hit France espe-
cially hard. For example, in Times of
Feast, Times of Famine (Doubleday,
1971), author Emmanuel Ladurie re-
counts the dire conditions attendant
on the famine of 1693:

“France was a big, desolate hos-
pital without provisions; a concen-
tration camp.... with Louis XIV the
commandant.” The persistent cold
and rain and limited harvests brought
continual food crises to France.

The Little Ice Age peaked during
the 1720s, and in 1720, when Char-
levoix was sent to Canada, life in
France was dismal, at best, and the
mood throughout the country was

where in the east, the cause was
disturbingly mundane.

Blight-infected plants were
traced back to big box distributors
like Home Depot, Kmart, Lowes
and others, which had purchased
their plants from one national plant
distributor.

News reports fingered Alabama-
based distributor Bonnie Plants, a
charge the company vehemently
denied, though that summer they
pulled their plants from a dozen
states and took a financial hit. Since
the outbreak, working with Cornell
plant pathologists, the company
has cleaned up its act.

Now, it seems as if blight is
here to stay. Even so, no matter the
source, the mere existence of the
fungus-like blight isn’t enough to
cause disease.

For blight to take wing, it re-
quires moderate, wet conditions.
When the temperatures hover
around the 70s and the rains settle
in, an apparently healthy crop can
disintegrate within days.

Had 2009 been hot and dry, Voil-
and and others might have been
hauling out the hoses and irrigation
equipment, rather than contending
with blight.

But along the east coast, condi-
tions both in 2009 and 2014 have
been more reminiscent of Ireland

and England than Arizona.

Since that initial outbreak, the
threat of late blight has loomed
large. Before 2009, few tomato
growers in the Northeast worried
about losing whole crops to late
blight; now even home gardeners
are wondering how to tame it or
better, avoid it altogether.

Should the weather turn cool
and damp and the blight start flying
this summer, there are few options
other than:

1) Consider choosing resistant
varieties like the Iron Ladies, Defi-
ants and others.

2) Track blight and prepare as
best you can using http://usablight.
org.

3) Read up on blight: http://
ww.extension.org.pages/18361/or-
ganic-management-or-late-blight-
of-potato-and-tomato-phytophtho-
ra-infestans#.VSifw nF-Uk.

4) Give your plants space, and
watch them like a hawk for signs
of blight.

Environmental toxicologist Em-
ily Monosson is the author of “Un-
natural Selection,” published in
2014 by Island Press. She is cur-
rently working on a new book about

reducing chemical use on 1\1\

the farm and in medicine.

TOWN OF ERVING

Seeking a Park Maintenance / Highway Position
for 19.5 hours a week. This position is non-benefits year around.
Range of pay $13.24 - $15.00/hourly. This position is for the
maintenance and repair of parks, grounds, park buildings & play
structures. Responsible for the aeration, seeding, weeding, clean
up, watering and preparation of park grounds, baseball fields,
soccer fields, line painting of fields, leaf removal and mowing

etc.

For Job description & application contact Town of Erving, 12 East

Main Street, Erving, Ma. 01344 at 413-422-2800 X 100 or down-

load application/job description at www.erving-ma.org. Applica-
tion deadline is May 6, 2015 or until the position is filled.

The Town of Erving is an AA/EOE employer.

somber.

People’s lives had been turned
upside down by the Little Ice Age,
and they were in a foul mood. Revo-
lution seemed just a matter of time
if “just one more famine” came to
France. That famine duly arrived in
1788.

In that year, the entire wheat crop
was destroyed by a combination of
severe drought and a “hail streak”
that had swept across France. The
hail in many places was described as
weighing as much as “8 livres,” or 8
pounds.

In 1788 the people of France were
forced to eat the wheat that had been
set aside to sow for next year’s crop.
When 1789 came, there wasn’t a
grain of wheat to be had. Facing cer-
tain starvation, the revolutionaries
had nothing more to lose, and they
executed virtually anyone in author-
ity that they felt had been “part of the
problem.”

The disastrous weather and the
general impoverishment of the peo-
ple of France during the Little Ice
Age became part of the public dis-
course for many years.

It is thus no surprise that the gov-
ernment of France would send Char-
levoix on a mission to find room for
the growing number of poor.

It’s instructive to note that, on his
trip down the Mississippi, Charlev-

oix wrote in his journal that the land
where the Ohio and Mississippi riv-
ers came together would be a good
place for settlement and fortifica-
tion.

Shortly after Charlevoix’s return
to France, the Ohio Valley region be-
gan to fill with French people, who
aligned themselves with local tribes,
and ultimately took part in the so-
called French and Indian wars.

The Amish people of central
Europe also began their exodus to
America in the 1720s, and by no co-
incidence, many traveled to the Ohio
Valley.

A forced migration of the poor
from Europe to North America was
considered a “safety valve” in many
European countries.

One might be forgiven for believ-
ing that the care-taker government of
France sent Charlevoix on a mission
to find a place to resettle the poor, as
Britain would do a short time later.

The secrecy of Charlevoix’s mis-
sion was a necessary ploy; news of
his real purpose might have alerted
both the colonists and the English
that yet another war between the two
imperial powers might lay on the ho-
rizon, as indeed came to pass.

Considering all of that, Charlev-

0ix’s true mission seems quite W.
apparent.
PP

CALL 863-8666

renexc@gmail.com

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

COMPLETE
SITE WORK

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam
Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462
cell 413.834.2201

Cl]zu*on 7‘\1‘1‘

113-676-91 16

Counectlng’ People 1o themsel\%s t]n‘oug"’h tattoos

(Vlmonzu‘y CTattoo

Open Wed-Sat 11-7

www.CharonArt.com
107 Ave. A, Tumers Falls MA

UTURE 8Roys

Scuce 1910

Professional Painting &
Decorating Contractor
Commercial ¢

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS™

www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

Residential ® Industrial
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It is difficult

to get the news from poems Readers are invited to send poems
yet men die miserably every day to the Montague Reporter at:

for lack 177 Avenue A

of what is found there. Turners Falls, MA 01376

_ William Carlos Williams or to: poetry@montaguereporter.org

A Bolt of Lightning

there are many differences between new England and new South Africa, but I would like to stay with the positive similarities....
and the weather is one of those....

I encountered my first storm last night...

my bed literally shook me awake

iclosed my eyes tightly and felt the lightning caress my eyelids

the sound of thunder reminded me of my care and friend... Baba Ndlovu —

who told me — not to be frightened as it was

‘only God moving the furniture around upstairs’, and we pressed

our noses on the slatted windows looking out at the

“Pride of India” blossoms strewn all over the garden.

the Standerton of my youth is not dissimilar to Montague in my

‘second childhood” — here I am learning to ride a bicycle with loving guidance.

I am exploring the truth of relationship with myself and others.

I spend hours on the carpet cutting out fabric hearts and pasting them on cards —

and in my first childhood I recall hours spent with crayons and pencils and coloring books ...

Iwant to go beyond those lines of coloring-in-books — perhaps I will shade in the negative spaces to highlight the light.....

By Thandi Skye
Three Poems By W. Allen Miller

I. At aDistance 3 Untided
An everyday young man the jungle a hot house tl}rllet:;i;lio;nent
Charlie Company’s forward observer his hand under my feet
Written verse in journals in the pocket nearest i am standing
Where leeches gorged. you would think orchids on a swell

He was called to a space that faced west to a blue river ... blooming looking into
And white sand. Twenty silhouettes of human beings blue birds

At the edge of the river west from Hill 391 until you can say gook moving blue sky
The river the sand bar in front of us the training snarls Detien ke

In our hands as a folded map where people stood knelt gjg;g;t osn
Maybe they were bathing. Battalion net Trip wires the thin breath of light x-ray through

Radio static authority says there are no friendlies, ambiguity a last indignity feathered wings
Our voices hush deception compass coordinates azimuth of flight to

Between radios, banality in the form. like a hand deep in crematory ash blood filled
From where we stood accepting hollow bones

You couldn’t tell if the names were given the voices of our fathers made ]igl}t
To men or women, Buddhist or Catholic A PRV O iibre i ];Illshoigltﬂg

When last they spolke as children. slant eye lifes rEe

A call for fire, high explosive, air burst thirty meters, I can’t keep quarters in my pocket
Fire for effect, and after the slopes Standing at a meter measuring allotted time,

First salvo the forward observer in a hush Where there are broken stems of hay I kept
Requisite the awe he felt new suns burning, his hand on his journal of verse, A compound fossil print of a fern leaf.

“Only one standing waving one arm.” the guns fire again Because it was forever in clay [ carried it
Machined proficiency a necessity the compliance of weapons. Aw.ay from the sprj_n.g in Jones's field.

The second salvo whistles the arch overhead, lying like offal the questions L SE_IH S thf l,ocauon Ol v s granperd.
Carolers of the abject, angels to the last standing £ incent the T pacaeEone e .

i Ty : Gorges City Bridge Road where Colonel John Shirley

Witnesses no longer inquire into the eyes of each other. Raised thoroughbreds, Africans enslaved, and his daughter ‘Belle’.

The cadence for civility passed, uniform uniformity The bright light that came through tall windows
The Company Commander toward the top of Across the field into a one room school

The mountain the river was holding ‘Where John Browns body was sung.
Says into the space created “It’s a free fire zone.” Chaplin says we should pray After a “Pledge of Allegiance” by quiet conflicted children

Next to the graves of Africians’ souls
Still pinning planted among the corn.
Next to the swings and white children squeal and delight.

Engineering Classes simple physics even ealculus
Would seem to have served the young FO well.

Congratulations rest on his shoulders, last for our soldiers Ry
e i The story my mother whispered alone to me

To the bottom of 391 moving single file. “It is a slave’s graveyard.”

Camel cigarettes, heavy bottomed bourbon glasses G cralontt S
lie in his fingers and hands with more comfort. the prayer of numbness The rain drains sorrow bones.

The one armed silhouette through the round window I can’t keep silver nickels Indians and Buffalos
of his binoculars standing For a long time I carried a sports hero

Waving through the portal, Who ran and hit like Mickey Mantle
somatic and corporeal. cordite and flesh until youTwe become Patielsy. o ik B

In a pocket, where there is usually lint.
I lay down on the floor with Ben and Maggie
As babies and slept with them on my chest

obsidian black birds barking

To poise the beats of our hearts.
@ » . s »
& Poets: W. Allen Miller’s poems recount his experiences in war
? Thandi Skye lives sometimes in Montague, and other and in so-called ordinary life. He makes his home in
g times in South Africa. Montague Center.
=

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Savings and protection INE PICKILES
for the WHOLE FAMILY! Naturally Fermented & Raw

Very competitive Auto and

Home rates, including group

discounts for AAA & AARP!
e — -

NEEDFUL THINGS (i

SELLING QUALITY
USED FURNITURE

Auwailable at

Upinngil and Food City!

AND COLLECTIBLES
~ NEw ITEMS ARRIVE WEEKLY! ~

wwwircalpickles.com Open Monday-Saturday * 413-774-7430
$ (413)774-2600  Greenfield, MA 199 Deerfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield
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413.863.4373

159 Avenue A | Turners Falis MA ~ WWw.ahrist.com
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OYsTERGIRL S GUIDE
To ReAL L1IVING

By VANESSA QUERY

Greetings, Montague! Your new
friend Oystergirl here.

In my last column, I introduced
you to my approach to hygiene and
personal care, gave you a bit of
science on how our body’s natural
cleaning process works — and is
harmed by the use of hygiene prod-
ucts — and shared with you my first
step to a more natural hygiene rou-
tine: Stop using soap all the time on
every bit of your body.

Here are the next series ofhygiene
action steps which have helped me,
and may give you some ideas on
how to have a personal care routine
that i1s more low-hassle, low-cost,
low-time, and eco-friendly, body-
friendly. and mind-friendly.

Don’t shower every day — or
even on a particular schedule.

The first time I went to Ireland,
it was to volunteer for an arts camp-
ing festival in the Monaghan coun-
tryside.

I slept wherever my hosts had
room: often I was camping, and for
more than a week, I stayed in an old
farmhouse that only had a tub.

Because I worked all day and
partied all night, I didn’t have time
for a bath!

I was outdoors most of the time,
running around all day. doing some-
times intense manual labor. T even
had a couple of flirtations, which
ordinarily would send me into hy-
giene paranoia. But it didn’t. I was
fine. I smelled fine; I looked fine. It
didn’t occur to me to look or be any
differently.

When I got off the farm and into
Dublin, T took a long and well-
earned shower.

When you take showers all the
time, they’re just normal. When you
earn them, they’re wonderful.

Upon returning home, I was for-
ever altered. I showered when I felt

like it, when I needed to.

This averaged — and continues
to average — once or twice a week.
Even during our sticky New Eng-
land summer months, this is almost
always adequate.

When more attention is needed,
particularly during our aforemen-
tioned summers, a good sponge
bath can do the trick.

Embrace the sponge bath.

A sponge bath, most commonly
associated with hospitals, is not ex-
clusively for the bedridden., nor is it
something that necessarily requires
a partner.

A sponge bath is merely a form
of bathing that does not require ful-
ly immersing in either a shower or
bath. Instead, you use a washcloth
(or sponge, if you want to be literal)
and a small amount of water to wash
whatever bits you need to.

A sponge bath is a fantastic way
to get in a non-showery shower, es-
pecially a quickie after a workout or
other such excursion. It saves time
and water, and covers the basics
well enough. It’s like spot bathing.

You can take a full sponge bath
by standing naked in your tub or
shower, with a bucket of water, or
using the tap just to rinse out and re-
wet the washcloth. Or, you can do
just a top-half sponge bath by stand-
ing in front of your bathroom sink
and using tap water.

I embraced that latter form of
the sponge bath last summer. To
be ladylike about it, I sweat like a
pig. I also exercise, but not so ex-
tensively or heavily that I feel the
need to shower after every workout.
However, combine summer with a
workout, and I’m gonna need some-
thing.

After said workout, I go into my
bathroom. take off my tops, and
reach for my Irish washcloth.

The 100% cotton washcloth is
from The Soap Room in County

Galway, Ireland. Simona from The
Soap Room offers handmade soaps
and hygiene accessories.

I have found this knit cotton
washcloth to be perfect for my in-
frequent showers and occasional
sponge baths. If seems to be slightly
exfoliating, so it doesn’t take much
work — or soap — for it to feel like
it’s refreshing my skin. It is just
scratchy enough to wake up my skin,
but soft enough so it’s not stripping
any of my natural oils or disrupting
my body’s self-cleaning processes,
provided I use it gently.

I rinse off my face, which is al-
ways slimy, and then work my way
down and around until T am suffi-
ciently cooled off. I rinse and wring
out the washcloth, hang it to dry,
dry myself off, get dressed. and I'm
off.

Total time? Five minutes, max.
Total water used? Probably in the
range of a few pints or so. Well un-
der a gallon, as opposed to a show
er, which can use 10 gallons per
minute.

And T am plenty clean and re-
freshed!

So far I have covered several ba-
sic ways to help your body get back
to taking care of cleaning itself: not
using so much soap, and not show-
ering all the time. In columns to
come, I will get more nitty-gritty
and address things like shampoo,
underarm care, dental hygiene, and
laundry.

Thanks for reading! I look for-
ward to continuing to share my
views, and as always. I welcome
your cominents.

Let’s turn this into a dialogue!
Email me directly at the address be-
low.

Vanessa Query, aka Oystergirl,
digs all things local and sustainable,
and identifies mostly with the pa-
leo/ancestral movement. She writes
about food and philosophy and more
at theycallmeoystergirl.com. She
welcomes responses and questions at
oystergirl@montaguereporter.org.

M

Purple Panthers Succumb To Honda

Rally In Season-Opening Nailbiter

By EMILY ALLING

GREENFIELD - The Mon-
tague Purple Panthers, Montague’s
entry in the Greenfield Girls Soft-
ball League Little Nippers division
(ages 7 to 9), opened their 2015
season on April 25 with a tough 6-5
loss to Lundgren Honda at Murphy
Park in Greenfield.

The Panthers displayed varying
degrees of softball prowess, rang-
ing from some well-struck balls and
nicely executed plays to one player
overheard velling “Hey, Coach!
Where’s center field?”

Heading into the fifth and final
inning, the Panthers held a 5-3 lead.
but a string of Lundgren hits and
some fielding miscues led to 3 runs,
and the Panthers were unable to ral-
ly in the bottom of the inning.

Despite the loss, the team was
in good spirits after the game, with
several players observed enjoying
refreshments at the Murphy Park
concession stand.

PAENCIPHOTO S

A Lundgren player takes a pitch in the top of the

[ifth inning on Opening Day 2015.

By LINDA HICKMAN

TURNERS FALLS — The very
large pile of plowed-up snow in
the Food City parking lot was fi-
nally gone on April 19. The Carn-
egie Library runs a free annual

Snow Is Off the Avenue

raffle to determine who can guess
the closest date. No one guessed
the exact day. Ninety five guesses
were entered.

Ivan Ussach wrote 4/17, and
Kay Fern guessed 4/21. The two
winners each received a $15 Sec-
ond Street Bakery gift certificate.

GARDENER from page B1

cut in half for many by a sudden
surge of very warm weather.
Similarly, local farmers were eager
to set out greenhouse veggies ready
for planting, yet the soil remained
too hard from the deep winter
freeze.

Working with nature’s clock is
important to the home gardener
as well, but we have a little more
flexibility as we are not pushed by
market demand or dependent on our
crops for income.

Last fall we hoped to plant gar-
lic sets before the ground hardened
completely, but also after the like-
lihood of a lengthy patch of above
normal temperature which would
jump-start the plant too much leav-
ing it vulnerable to winter cold.

You want the garlic bulb to root
up for an early spring start but not
to grow too much. We were lucky
and now have healthy leaves a good
eight to ten inches high.

It is traditional among New Eng-
land gardeners to set out tomato
plants Memorial Day weekend.

We have been burned by follow-
ing this tradition. I once lost better
than half my plants to several cold,
windy days right after I set them out.
Now I watch the forecast closely for
heavy wind and or rain.

We’ve found that even if we set
out our plants a few days later than
most, they catch up and we are pick-
ing fruit as soon as anyone else. I
learned something very important
about tomato timing last season
when the late blight came on.

Even though the plants suc-
cumbed almost immediately, we
should have picked the fruit ready
or not and at least enjoyed some of
the crop. Although a shelf ripened
tomato is never as juicy or tasty as a
vine ripened one, it’s still better than
none.

I could have planted peas a week
or ten days ago, but I didn’t get
around to raking out a garden space
inside the fence for them. Oddly
enough though, every year I am
picking fresh peas for the Fourth of
July regardless of which April week
I set them out. You just can’t wait
too late or it will be too hot for these
tasty cool weather lovers.

Walking our favorite loop in Old
Deerfield a few days ago, we saw
our first Bluebird of the season.
We’ll watch closely in our yard for

these shy beauties. Our apple trees
are about to bloom and that’s when
we usually find them here at home.

The Bluebirds arrive, showing
off their bright blue coats and swoop
about the yard for a day or two. then
disappear until we see them again at
the end of the nesting season. They
find a spot somewhere nearby, but
they are good at hiding.

Whether or not they use the Blue-
bird house I hung for them specifi-
cally, they are around somewhere
enjoying the orchard, the riverside
and the open spaces.

By contrast the chickadees, surely
the most sociable of birds, chat with
us every day and are quite chummy
about hanging around to comment
on any and all human activities.
They even converse with the family
cat although always from the safe
distance of a high branch.

As much as the planting, tending
and tasty enjoyment of gardening,
we love the excuse to be outside.
We’d choose weeding, pruning and
watering over dusting, vacuuming
and scrubbing any day:.

Save those necessary but unlove-
ly chores for the rainy days and soak
up all the sunny daylight hours you
can. Put your fingers in the dirt and
feel that primal connection that be-
ing at the oceanside can bring. En-
joy your gardening successes and
don’t spend too much time rueing
the losses.

There will be some crops that
fail or disappoint regardless of how
carefully you plan and tend. That’s
part of the process. You can be as
ruthless as a friend of mine who has
a beautiful perennial flower garden.

If a plant doesn’t survive or dis-
appoints in some way, she yanks it
out, one try and you're done! Or you
can grab the challenge of a tricky
crop or season and plan a new strat-
egy for next season.

Remember, you’re in this for the
pleasure of working with the soil
and the seasons. If it isn’t fun over-
all, give it up and put your precious
time into something else.

But if you like a challenge and
can let go of losses: if you savor the
joys of'being out of doors throughout
the growing season, set out a garden
of your favorite crops for eating or
for eye candy. Enjoy the feel of this
magical spring season and
happy gardening to all of
you infected with the yen! |

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

DOLAN & DOLAN

s

»
TE Table & Chair Rentals
. Tammy Young

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

17T4AVENUEA
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS Shocks * Tires = Batteries * Starters 1-413-221-3228 / 413-863-0293
41351!;63;-%133 Struts * Tune-ups ¢ Brakes * Qil Change Tetablechairrentals.com Q

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT  FREE ESTIMATES

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051

11 Paradise Parkway
Turners Falls Mass 01376

PERGONAL MJURY, WLLS 6 ESTHTES, (ORHER'S COMP
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all
levels welcome to play tradition-
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m.

EVERY MONDAY

Montague Center Library: Eve-
ning Story Time. Young children
and their families are invited to
wind down at the end of the day
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Leverett Library Spanish Con-
versation Group. Brush up on or
improve your Spanish in a ca-
sual and friendly environment, 4
to5 p.m.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls-
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children with Ruth, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
& Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

The Pioneer Tavern (Formerly
The Rt.63 Roadhouse), Millers
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto-
ry Hour, stories and a hands-on
craft project. 10 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free.

THE LADY
KILLIEREW:

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

uyees!
440 Greenfield Rd, Montague MA
7 Days / Boam - 11 pen (at Least)

(413)367-9666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION
EXHIBITS:

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Trash to Trea-
sure. Artwark created with trash
from the Connecticut River
watershed by regional artists.
Through 5/27. Details at www.
turnersfallsriverculture.org

Avenue A Storefront Galleries,
#106-#112 Avenue A: Installa-
tions of work by Paul Root and

Handler and 1 evesqie are a Connecticut-based bhusband and wife duo, who blend
Brazilian, Latin, gypsy, jazz, dassical and folk music influences fo create their
unigue, expressive arrangements. Audiences respond with grear enthusiasm fo their
extraordinary sonnd, amusing anecdores and the joyful spirit of their music. Friday
May 8, Great Falls Discovery Center ar 7 p.wn. Doors gpen ar 6:30. Benefit for the

Friends of the Center, sliding scale donation 6-128. Refreshments.

Julianne Jones, video by aritsts
from Millers Falls Arts Bridge.
Through 5/13.

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls,
Bruce Kahn: Dreams, Fantasies
and Fetishes Wildly unpredict-
able Kahn is back for a second
showing of his unreal photo
compositions. May 5-June 7.
Reception on 5/16.

Deerfield Arts Bank, Deerfield:
Black and White and Read All
Over, group exhibit 4/16-5/17.

Barnes Gallery, Leverett Crafts
& Arts: Will Sieruta, Mixed Media
Paintings, through 5/31. Open-
ing Reception: Sunday May 10,
4-6 p.m.

CALL FOR
SUBMISSIONS:

Seeking Water Dancers for Ri-
versong May 16, Turners Falls.
You will need stamina for a full
day: co-creating and rehears-
ing and then performing the
ceremony after the sun sets

that night. Dancers arrive by
2:30 pm so we can begin at
3:00 p.m. We will be using il-
luminated hula hoops for the
dance so it would be helpful if
you know how to use one. Call
Phyllis (413.369.9985) to RSVP
by May 1.

Drummers Desired for River-
song May 16, Turners Falls.
Drummers arrive by 3:00 p.m.
on the afternoon of the event.
Please bring a drum. Contact
Ricardo (ricardofrota3@gmail.
com) to RSVP.

Seeking Cool Cats for a special
feline feature at Nina’s Nook in
Turners Falls June 2015! Seek-
ing feline themed arts and crafts
consignors.contact Nina Rossi,
naban@verizon.net (413) 834-
8800. www.ninasnook.com

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, APRIL 30

Deerfield Arts Bank, Deerfield:
“Share a Read” Come read three
pages from a favorite book or
other work to share. 6 p.m.

Montague Bookmill, Montague:
City of Four, jazz quartet. $ 8
p.m.

The Brick House, Turners Falls:
Jake and the Infernal Machine,
Evan Greer, Loone, and Matt
Feinstein. All ages / substance
free; bring donations. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 1

LOOT, Turners Falls: Turners
Falls: Eight People, One Place,
and a Book Students from Am-
herst High School's advanced
photography class present lim-
ited edition books based on stud-
ies of a single place. 5 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Drew Pafton’s 1940s Hit Parade,
7 p.m.

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls:
Dylan Jane and special guest

Carolyn Walker, Alt-Folk. 8 p.m.

Bing Arts Center, Springfield: Jim
Kaminski, legendary Valley blues
and rock guitarist. $ 8 p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield “Irma la
Douce” Presented by Arena Civ-
ic Theatre $8 p.m.

Montague Bookmill, Montague:
Dave Dersham & Dennis Cara-
her, $8p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The

Equalites, 9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, MAY 2

Arts Block, Greenfield “lrma la
Douce” Presented by Arena Civ-
ic Theatre $ 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Definite
Maybes, 9 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 3

Arts Block, Greenfield “Irma la
Douce” Presented by Arena Civ-
ic Theatre $2 p.m.

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne
Falls: Roosevelt Dime New
Orleans Rhythms. 2:30
p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Har-
maniac Bros, 8 p.m.

Brick House, Turners Falls:
CE Schneider Topical,
Grape Room, Death Sav-
ings Flag, Ruth Garbus. 8
p.m.

Parlor Room, Northamp-
ton: Tanya Donnelly, Robin
Lane, Kris Delmhorst Fund-
raiser for Songbird Sings, $
7 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 4

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Quiz Nite with Quizmaster
Michael, 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 5

Frontier Regional High
School, Deerfield: The Pow-
er of Dance: Spring Student/
Faculty/Community Dance
Concert. $7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Zack and CJ make a Com-
edy Open Mic, 9:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

Third Street Studios, 36 Third
Street Turners Falls. Open Fig-
ure Drawing Session, Paper and
Charcoal provided or bring your
own supplies to work from live
model. $ 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 7

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls:
Poetry Reading with Peter Mar-
cus and Diana Whitney, 7 p.m.

Bing Arts Center, Springfield: Art
Crtic Gloria Russell presents
The 1913 Armory Show: Art Ex-
hibit or “Chamber of Horrors”. $
7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall-
town String Band, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Roost-
ers, 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, MAY 8

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Uncle Hal’s Crabgrass Band, 8
p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
Comedy Caravan, $ 8 p.m.

Montague Bookmill, Montague:
Ben Falkoff, $ 8 p.m.

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls:
Sean Ashby Singer/songwriter/
guitarist/producer 8 p.m.

Great Falls Coffeehouse, Dis-
covery Center, Turners Falls
Judy Handler & Mark Levesque
Enjoy passionate & lyrical music
from around the world for guitars
& mandolin. $ 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barret An-
derson, 9 p.m.

The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

The Brick House Teen Center
is seeking donations

of one or two pizzas per
month, to be enjoyed during
Teen Center Programs & Events
If interested in donating,
please call 863-9559

Friday 5/1
The Equalites 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, 5/2
The Definite Maybes 9 p.m
Sunday 5/3
Harmaniac Brothers 8 p.m.
Thursday 5/7
The Roosters 8 p.m.
Friday 5/8
Barrett Anderson 9 p.m.

S S S S

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store

www: DejaBrewPub.com
&\\Q\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\M\A\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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FRI 5/1 FREE 7pm
Drew Paton's
1940s Hit Parade!

SAT5/2
no show

SUN5/3 9pm FREE
TNT KARAOKE

MON 5/4 8pm
QUIZNITE with
QUIZMASTER

MICHAEL MAGRATH

D 2o
e

78 THIRD STREET
TURNERS FALLS, MA

RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM
TEL:413-863-2866

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

o

Serving the Area for over 25 years

*» Dead Bolis

+ Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

« Safe Combinations Changed

~»___ Brian R. San Soucie
&l Locksmith -

Certified « Bonded® Insureed

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Menlague Streel
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU

25 Millers Falls Rroad & (413) B63-4331

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Service 7 days a weelk, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

WWW.pzinc.com

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst
(413) 548-6900

(GREAT SEAFOOD &
Goop TIMES
Irish Seisun Music
Thursday 4 to 7
Friday 9 to 1

—

Ph. (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413)863-0120
FREE ESTIMATES

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner

1 JRECISION

1*/\REPAIRS

MA Reg. #RS2190

FREE LOANER CARS
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

39 Center Road
Gill, MA 01354

www.tntprodj.net | :
413-522-6035 {

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

(=]

[=]

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 e 888-763-3443
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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Why Do They Do That?

TURNERS FALLS — Children’s
behavior can challenge us in a myri-
ad of ways.

When our primary goal with chil-
dren is to help them grow rather than
just to “stop that disturbing behav-
ior,” it becomes important to address
the cause of the behavior.

On Wednesday, May 6. from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m., the Gill-Mon-
tague CFCE program is sponsoring

They Do That?”

The workshop

provided.

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts’ African Dance and Drun Company, WOEA, directed by Alpha
“Kabisko” Kaba, gets the crowd at the Shea Theater noving last Saturday. The event was a benefit for

a Parent Cafe at the Hillcrest El-
ementary School called “Why Do

This session looks at those causes
because when we take the time to ex-
plore them, we’re more apt to reduce
our own sense of frustration and be-
come more effective at responding.
is free,
childcare and a light snack will be

VALLEY LUX from pg B1

Food will be available from
‘Sun Kim Bop and Cliff>s Smokin™
BBQ. Brewmaster Jack will be
the official beer sponsor for the
‘event.

“The event is open to all ages.”
said Lynch. “We want everybody
to be able to come out and enjoy
local art, music. food. and drinks
— families too!”

Tickets for the festival are
available at www: VallevLuxFesti-
val.com and are $15 for one day
and $25 for both.

There are also opportunities
to volunteer in lieu of admis-
sion. Any questions about the
event can be directed to

info@valleyluxfestival.com. gaq
|

and

LEVERETT LIBRARY EVENTS

RILEY AMES PHOTO

The organizers of Vaf/gl;«x got their start orchestrating

all-night parties in the woods at Hampshire College.

Cometo Leverett Library for
a Seed Saving Workshop with
Gail Mason and Nina Renshaw
from Moonlight Turtle Lodge.
Sunday, May 3, 1 to 4 p m.

Learn about: Different types
of seeds: how to prevent cross-
pollination; seeding; harvest-
ing and storing seeds.

Participants ~ will  learn
through some hands-on work;
will learn to process a number
of different vegetables, and will
learn the art of winnowing.

PHOTO BY G.E. LOMAX, HALLMARK STUDENT

the Katanya Womens Development Fund of Sierra Leone. The Refugee Al Stars also played.

Seed Saving; Amazing Animals

The Montague
Reporter is seeking
businesses that
may be interested
in underwriting a
sports page.

And on Thursday May 7,
join us from 3:15 to 4:15 pm.
for Amazing Animals. We will
meet several live small ani-
mals, some we can hold, and
learn about their adaptations.
How do they adapt to the place
they live? This program is open
to children ages 3 to 6 and their
caregivers.

Join us for preschool story
time every Wednesday at 10:30
with Julie Stepanek. For more
information call 549-9220 or
see leverettlibrary.org.

Please contact
(418) 863-8666 or
editor@montague
reporter.org to
discuss the idea.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

e~

COHN &
COMPANY

REAL ESTATE AGENCY
117 Main Street » FO Box 638
Greenfield MA 01302-0638

Direct: 413-223-1362
Cell; 413-772-9279
Fax: 413-773-1143
marylou@cohnandcompany.com
www.cohnandcompany.com

MaryLou Emond
CRS, GRI, CBR, SRES

SITE
EXCAVATION
WORK

& Wall Construction

WALKS

PATIOS RODNEY DEMERS
PRUNING TURNERS FALLS, MA
TRIMMING 773-7910

woodfired pizzeria

GREXAT FALLS HARNVEST

fresh » local « creative

THREE-COURSE
THURSDAYS * $25

SUNDAY BRUNCH
10:30 a.ns. TO 2 p.M.

Open Thursday _thmugh- Saturday 5 - 9pm
Sunday10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm
863-0023
50 Third Street
Dow-ntgw'n Tum ers F. a].[s

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls  'T'ile

'_ ' §_ i

—

IDITEMANID BAIRM ST

o SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN

3| TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND
#) | CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES
/ READY TO HEAT & EAT!

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS:
MON. - SAT: 7 AM. TO 5 PM.
CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL MAY

Gent Johnson, Realton

ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES
413-863-9736 e GerilohnsontRealtor.com

Don't settle for less If
Choose a CRS (Ceriified Residential Specialist) |
|

Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious designation.
The CRS is my badge of expertise and your shield of

asswance. Put your trust in the best to get the job dore, 1
Whather buying, selling or refering, always choose \

GERI JOHNSON, CRS 20 yoane of evporiense.

b 66 French King Hwy, Gill
EEENREEER (113) 8639736 « WWW.GJARLCOM

YOU ASKED FORIT, YOU GOT IT:

78 R0 STREET
TURNERS FALLS
[4131663-2866

THE RENDEZVOUS IS OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM. - 1 AM.
FOREVENTS CHECK OUT WWW.RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM

Montague Dental Arts

Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., EA.G.D,

00 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376

Phone: (413) 863-2288
www.drkoolkin.com

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co., Inc.

Sales, Parts & Setrvice
310 Federal Street (Route 63)
Montague

Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.

-REENEIE)Y
T e ™

CHUCK REUM (413) 774-3780

SEAM LESS GUTTERS
LEAF PROTECTION

N CONSTRUCTION

2l 2 e »SuppLY Co. INc.

SCSC *Rock solid service with level advice”
AN

W

_man, SHANAHA KL

in_‘él-cte Masonry Supply e

.@fferlﬂg-a' complete line of pavers, 25

b’W‘lﬂl;ii*‘l‘.g;lﬁ:lit: retaining wall block and more. *; Id'e-al
_JQ?S':Avenu'é A_, Turners Falls 41 3’-863-43:2‘2%
\and at otir new location or 802-579-1800"

5295, MainSt, Brattleboro  www.shanahansupply.com-






