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Last Saturdt91}'Franklin Counf!J Spring Parade brought revelers out of their nnnter slumber to 
celebrate on the Hill in'Turners Falls. Above: the Franklin Counry Technical School band 

keeps the marchers moving. Belo111: agricultural and theme entries - this year} theme was "the 70 :r.,, 

ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Erving Approves Kinder Morgan Pipeline 
Survey on Town-Owned Property 
By KATIE NOLAN 

The Erving selectboard voted 
Wednesday morning to allow Ten
nessee Gas Pipeline Company to 
survey the upper end of the town's 
IP Mill property for the proposed 
Nor1heast Energy Direct natural gas 
pipeline. 

Selectboard chair William Bem
bmy said that a Tennessee Gas rep
resentative met with him and pro
vided maps showing the smvey area. 
Bembmy said the pipeline would go 
m1der the Millers River near the IP 
Mill, and would also go underneath 
Route 2. 

Selectboard member Arthur 

Johnson said he favors the pipeline 
project and saw no problem with the 
surveying. 

Bembmy and Johnson voted in 
favor of giving Tennessee Gas per
mission to smvey. 

Selectboard member Margaret 
Sullivan abstained, saying she want
ed to "remain neutral." 

Usher Mill Contract 
The board awarded the former 

Usher Mill riverfront park plan
ning and design contract to Milone 
and MacBroom of Springfield. The 
contract had been awarded to BCS 
Group, Inc. at the March 30 meeting. 
However, BCS returned the town's 

contract with suggested minor and 
major revisions. 

At the April 13 meeting, the board 
decided that if BCS did not sign the 
contract without revisions, the work 
would be awarded to the next low
est bidder. BCS declined to sign the 
contract without changes. 

Human Resources 
The board classified the part

time recreation maintenance job as a 
level3 job, with a rnidrange salary of 
$13.24 to $15 per hour. 

Advertising for the job will be 
published this week, and applica
tions accepted until May 6 or until 

see ERVING page A? 

Police-Proposed Graffiti Legislation 
Goes Before May 2 Town Meeting 
By MARK HUDYMA 

MONTAGUE - A proposed bylaw going before 
town meeting May 2 would ban the sale and possession 
of spray paint by any person under the age of seventeen, 
as well as require the owner of any building with graffiti 
to remove it or face a fine. 

The bylaw is broken into two sections. The first pro
hibits the sale of spray paint to minors, and limits pos
session to when the minor is using it in a job setting. 

Stores would be required to check any customer's 
ID with each purchase, regardless of age, and require 
a printed public sign in the store explaining the bylaw. 
Minors would be pennitted to use spray paint under the 
supervision of an adult. 

"There's no reason a child should have spray paint," 
said Chief Charles "Chip" Dodge, whose department 
submitted the article. 

"All these efforts are meant to help the community 
stay a nice place we're proud of," he said. "We don't 
want to do it to pm1ish people .... It is our solution to 
building owners who were unwilling to help us without 
a penalty." 

Dodge explained the town's initial process involved 
"some research on what other towns do ... not re-invent
ing the wheel. What concerns me is, gangs use graffiti 
to mark turf and spread messages. If you leave graffiti 

The World Iz Yon: Solutions Consulting Group LLC, whose 
2013 certificate of organization describes its character as 

''independent consultants harmonize their specialties to provide 
creative solutions to individuals," owns this wall on the farmer 

site of the Indeck co-generation plant in Turne,:s Fails. 

unattended, it attracts more." 
Asked what gangs these are, Dodge said, "We don't 

have a gang problem here in town, but have had gang 
members moving in and out of town. The graffiti could 

see SPRAY PAINT page A? 

Sullivan Taps Annie Leonard 
For TFHS/GFMS Principal 
By MIKE JACKSON 

GILL-MONTAGUE - School 
superintendent Michael Sullivan 
announced his selections for the 
principal and assistant principal of 
the Turners Falls High School and 
Great Falls Middle School on Tues
day. 

Annie Leonard, who has served 
as assistant principal at Amherst Re
gional High School and the Ameri
can School in London, was tapped 
for the principal position, and Earl 
McGraw will be returning to the as
sistant principal role after a stint at 
Franklin County Technical School. 

"She's a really great fit for our 
middle and high schools," said Sul
livan of Leonard. "She's an expert 
in student-centered pedagogy, and 

Annie Leonard 

has a lot of experience in facilitating 
adult education. She's a really good 
collaborative leader, and she comes 
highly recommended from both of 
her previous schools." 

see PRINCIPALS page AS 

New Arts Coop Gives Sole 
Answer to Shea Call 
By TIA FATTARUSO 

TURNERS FALLS - At 2 
o'clock Wednesday, the deadline to 
submit to the Shea Theater request 
for proposals, town administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio opened the one 
and only non-fee proposal in the 
meeting room of town hall. It was 
from the newly formed Shea The
ater Arts Cooperative (STAC), and 
submitted by Turners Falls resident 
Monte Belmonte, with the support 
of the Northampton Center for the 
Alts (NCTA) and its director, Penny 
Burke. 

"We '11 try to tum this around fair
ly quickly. The current leaseholders 
would like to terminate early," said 
Abbondanzio. 

The recently formed Civic Center 

Commission will review the STAC's 
proposal and make a recommenda
tion to the selectboard, who should 
see the proposal at their next meet
ing, and who will make the final de
cision, Abbondanzio said. 

Of the one fee proposal subrnit
ted, Abbondanzio said it would not 
be opened until a review of the non
fee proposal was complete, and that 
the town would prefer to continue 
the cmrent $1 lease for the Shea, 
acknowledging that community 
theaters typically operate on the 
margin. 

An Arts Incubator 
Belmonte, program director for 

Northampton Radio Group and 
momingDJ on 93.9 FM's The River, 

see SHEA page A4 

Traveling the Last Mile 
By ANN TWEEDY 

LEVERETT - The phone call 
that the 600 pre-subscribers to Lev
erettNet, the fiber-optic, high-speed 
broadband network, are waiting 
for is from Elizabeth Cranston of 
Crocker Communications, the net
work's Internet Service Provider. 

Elizabeth explained that as soon 
as she is given an address by Mil
lennium Communications Group 
indicating that the house is visible 
on the network, she will call the 
homeowner on their land line, then 
their cell phone, and if there is no 
answer, she will wait an hour and 
call back to leave a message. 

After a winter that challenged 
optimism, it is hard for many to be
lieve that this fiber-optic network 
will actually be available. For some 
residents on Route 63 who are now 
live on the network, the pr01nised 
goods have been delivered, and the 
response is positive. 

LeverettNet speed was robust at 
the Village Coop, a public beta test 
site for the service. 

The equal upload and download 
speed of 1 gigabyte per second 
meant that a 40-minute-long HD 
episode of a show was on the lap
top in 6 minutes, as opposed to the 5 

hours or so it takes to download the 
same episode via a satellite provider 
during prime time. 

There were four other people 
tapping into LeverettNet during the 
HD episode download test. 

A press release sent by the Broad
band Committee via email on April 
7 explained that the "Last Mile" 
work was in the final consti11ction 
phase by Millennium. This last mile 
will connect Leverett to the Mas
sachusetts Broadband Institute's 
"Middle Mile." 

The new target date 

for the municipal 

Sher-optic project's 

completion is June 30. 

The allusions to a marathon are 
apt. There were challenges to a logi
cal and efficient process hoped for 
in the initial stages of planning. 

According to the Town of 
Leverett website, unexpected delays 
were incurred due to difficulties with 
the utility companies in preparing 
poles. There may also have been 

see LEVERETT page A4 
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Better Homes and Gardens 
On May 2, among many more 

important items, Montague's town 
meeting has been asked to approve 
a bylaw that would fine owners of 
buildings marked by graffiti, post
ers, or stickers, and criminalize mi
nors in possession of spray paint. 

This town does not need this 
law. Painting on someone else's 
property without their pe1mission 
is already quite illegal - under 
MGL Chapter 266, Section 126A, 
punishable by fines, jail time, and 
driver's license suspension. 

And there has not been a recent 
upsurge in graffiti in town. 

The bylaw is a cosmetic ges
ture that does nothing to address 
the real issues faced by low-in
come residents of the villages. A 
landlord neglecting a building's 
interior will hardly be motivated to 
invest in renovations, repairs, lead 
remediation or energy efficiency 
upgrades by being made to sand
blast tags off its skin. 

Eradicating graffiti will also 
not reduce the use, or sale, of ille
gal drngs. Graffiti is not typically 
used to sell drngs in 2015. Most 
people own cell phones. 

Graffiti here does not, unless 
we are missing something obvi
ous, mark gang turf. There are a 
few old fading Latin King crowns 
up downtown, but we also see the 
Wu-Tang Clan logo, and to our 
knowledge, no members of that 
1990s multiplatinum-selling rap 
collective have ever lived in any of 

the villages of Montague. 
The suggestion that removing 

graffiti would inte1rupt the logis
tics of criminal organizations is 
laughable. People are actually us
ing heroin here, and dying from it. 
Making the walls nice and blank 
and the planters plant-only won't 
address that. Let's at least be hon
est that the goal is aesthetic. 

Here's another reality check: As 
of this newspaper's publication, 103 
days have passed since someone, 
possibly not a minor, spraypainted 
"F--- Islam" on the side of a build
ing owned by the town of Mon
tague, at its busiest intersection. 

It has been too cold for the DPW 
to properly remove it without dam
aging the building. For a private 
building owner, this would mean 
$2,000 in fines and counting. 

And the Prospect Street bridge 
has borne graffiti for two years de
spite many requests by neighbors 
for the town to remove it. 

More impo1tant than any of this 
is the signal the paint ban sends. 
Treating our youth as criminals, 
making it clear that we don't trnst 
them, and that in fact we blame 
them for vandalism and material 
decay - this is a step in the wrong 
direction. 

These ax·e problems that need 
work, not legislation. We need to 
be building relationships, not ex
tracting fines. Send this wairnnt 
a1ticle back to the drawing board. 

Family Circle 
Congratulations to Annie 

Leonard, who a selection com
mittee headed by superintendent 
Michael Sullivan has offered the 
combined job of principal for the 
Great Falls Middle and Turners 
Falls High Schools. 

During her public site visit to 
the schools, Leonard was - we 
have heard - asked by a school 
committee member on the search 
committee how she thought she 
could manage being a principal 
and a mother at the same time. 

This is an inappropriate ques
tion to ask of a prospective hire. 

Massachusetts does not yet have 
a law banning family responsibili
ties discrimination (FRD), though 
a number of other states now do, 
and three of its cities (Boston, 
Cambridge and Medford) have 
passed local statutes of their own 
barring employers from such lines 
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of questioning. 
Asking this question of moth

ers, but not of fathers, is sex dis
crimination and could open the 
district up to a lawsuit under the 
state's Fair Employment Practices 
Law. No school committee mem
ber should be exposing the district 
to this kind of risk. 

Sharing the experience of par
enthood and cai·egiving can be a 
great asset to any educator. We 
ai·e sure it was an innocent ques
tion, meant to learn more about 
the candidate, and even more sure 
of that now that Leonard has been 
offered the position. 

We hope she will forgive the 
gaffe, which need not be taken to 
represent attitudes in Montague, 
and we look forward to seeing her 
get to work, in a school system 
facing an exciting mix of chal
lenges and transfo1mations. 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
will print without charge that part 
of the advertisement in which an 
error occurred. The publishers re
serve the right to refuse advertising 
for any reason and to alter copy or 
graphics to conform to standards of 

the newspaper, such as they are. 

Annual Subscription Rate: 
$25/$40/$60, depending on address. 

Call us or contact 
subscriptions@mo11taguerepo1ier.org 

with any questions. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

CORRECTION 
In our coverage of the April 8 

meeting of the Wendell selectboard, 
we published a nllllor, circulating in 
that town, that Leverett's municipal 
broadband project is "over budget 
and behind schedule." This is not 
correct, and no one at that meeting 
said it. 

While Leverett's project (see 
"Traveling the Last Mile," page Al) 
is going live some months behind its 
initially projected schedule, Leverett 
broadband committee member Peter 
d'En'ico points out that this was due 
to its longer-than-expected "make 
ready" phase, and that "[ e ]ve1y 
project involving cables and poles 
owned by others" - in this case, Ve-
11zon, WMECo, and National Grid 
- "will face such delays." 

We have no reason to believe it is 
over budget. 

Our apologies to our readers. We 
will do our best to attI'ibute state
ments or verify them, and we will 
always set the record straight where 
we have eITed. 
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letters to;//' the Editors 

91.2% of Montague 
Lacks Credibility 

A Matter of 
Freedom 

Over the last weekend I was 
pa1t of a couple of conversations 
about Montague's annual town 
election, coming up on Monday, 
May 18. 

One comment that came up 
was the consistently low turnout 
we see, well below the levels at 
state and national elections, so I 
looked back at the results for last 
year's town election. The overall 
turnout was 6.8%, with turnout 
ranging from 5.2% in Precinct 2 
to 8 .3 % in Precinct 1. 

I thought the low participa
tion might be explained by the 
fact that the headliner race, for 
selectboard, was not contested -
as this year's will be - so I went 
back to the contested election in 
2013. 

That year, the overall rate was 
8.8%, ranging from 4.1 % in Pre
cinct 3 to 11.1 % in Precinct 1, so 
there must be another explana
tion. 

When it comes to impact on 
residents, day in and day out, 
elections at the town level have 
at least as much influence as oth
er elections, but we don't seem 
to recognize this each May. 

Town meeting members ( our 
"legislative branch") decide 

what values and services are im
po1tant to us, reflected in where 
we spend our budget and what 
we do with town-owned prop
erty; the selectboard (our "ex
ecutive branch") influences what 
activities are allowed in neigh
borhoods, what we can do for 
economic development, etc. 

If we don't pa1ticipate in elec
tions, we leave direction-setting 
to others, and lack credibility if 
we complain later on. 

Occasionally someone will 
say voting is inconvenient, or 
meaningless, but here's a quote 
I ran across several years ago: 
"One of the penalties for refus
ing to participate in politics is ... 
being governed by your inferi
ors." 

I am a conscientious voter, so 
I'm uncomfo1table being cast as 
one of the "inferiors." Please 
consider your choices at the 
town and precinct levels, and 
join me at the polls to be part of 
the "gove1nors." 

Registration is open through 
April 28, and is easy to do. 

John Hanold 
Turners Falls 

I've always thought that owning land 
offered both freedom and safety; a place 
to constmct my life the way I wanted 
it to be, and also, a daily retreat from 
the wider world. Like many in Franklin 
County, I invested a lot of money in a 
place that embodied my vision of peace
ful existence with the woods. 

If the pipeline is constmcted through 
our area, all that will be taken away. 

How can we maintain neighborly re
lationships when a few ofus sell out and 
grant easements for cash, while the rest 
of us see our prope1ty values decrease 
along with our tree cover and wildlife 
habitats? If a compressor station is built 
in No1thfield, what will happen to our 
way of life in this quintessential New 
England town? 

What good is an historic disti'ict if it's 
overshadowed by the constant whine of 
industiy, or an environmental conserva
tion area if its watershed is bifurcated by 
a metal pipe full of gas? 

The fact that our government is com
plicit in this theft of our freedom, hmts. 
It feels deeply unfair to me that a cor
poration's desire to make profit could 
tiump my and my neighbors' investment 
in, and choice to, live rnrally. 

Life, libe1ty, and the pursuit of hap
piness - these are not appai·ently sti·ong 
enough ideals to stand up to corporate 
greed. 

Skate Park Is Coming 

What does your land mean to you? If 
your land is threatened by the pipeline, 
if the thought of a corporate entity be
ing granted pe1mission to install a toxic 
conduit through your town seems wrong 
to you, then join us Saturday May 2 
from 10 am. to noon, at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center in Tmners Falls for a 
landowner rights fomm. 

Unity Skatepark supporters 
and enthusiasts will be glad to 
hear that Jon Dobosz, Montague 
recreation depa1tment director 
repo1ted in a phone conversation 
that the project is on tai·get. 

The architect, Berkshire De
sign, is compiling a bid ready 
packet. Once completed, the con
tract for building the skatepark 
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will be put to public bid. 
As long as bids come in, on 

or under the tai·get constmction 
p11ce, the contract will be award
ed and the cement skateboard ele
ments will be poured this fall. 

Gratefully, 
Ellen Spring 

Turners Falls 

Expe1ts will be available to answer 
our questions about what to do to pre
serve our rights. 

Lisa McLoughlin 
Northfield 
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z e1y Center. It is now Friday, May 
0 
~ 8, at 10:30 a.m. (It was previously 
~ scheduled for April 25.) 
3 The prograrn is appropriate for 
~ ages 3 to 6 and is sponsored by the 
~ Friends of the Great Falls Discov

a cash bar· provided for your enjoy
ment. Teams should consist of up 
to 8 people, with a $10 enhy fee per 
person. T11via sta1ts at 6:30. 

Contact Daniel to reserve your 
team a spot at (413)863-9561 x233. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
:5 e1y Center. 
< 

The 39th annual Gas Engine 
Show and Flea Market, spon
sored by the United Church of 
Bernardston, is looking for craft
ers, vendors, school and church 
groups, and businesses looking to 
raise money or awareness, to rent 
booths at the event. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Come shake off the winter blues 
and join Story Hour at the Slate 
Library, 332 Main Road in Gill, 
for fun spring stories, interesting 
animal facts and an art project ap
propriate and fun for all ages. Ev
e1y Friday at 10 a.m. 

There will be an Erving Town
Wide Tag Sale on Saturday, April 
25, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The tag 
sale will be held at various homes 
throughout Erving. 

Maps are located at the fol
lowing locations: Erving Library, 
Freight House Antiques, Crooked 
Tap Cafe, Pocket Saver Market, 
Box Car Restaurant, Prondecki 's, 
French King Bowling Center, 
Weatherheads Convenience Store. 
Rain date is Sunday, April 26. 

The Friends of the Erving Li
brary will hold their annual book 
and plant sale on Saturday, April 
25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Rain 
date April 26. 

Books for sale include a wide 
range of topics and interests; mys
teries, cooking, art, children's sto
ries and gardening. A coffee can 
raffle will also be held with items 
such as gift ce1tificates, desserts, 
games and paintings. 

0 

~ 
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The sale will continue during 
open libraiy hours through May 3. 
All proceeds go to supp01t library 
events and programs 

And there will also be a used 
book sale this Saturday, April 25, 
from IO a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Carn
egie Library in Tmne1-s Falls. 

All books and VHS tapes are $2 a 
bag. Audios and DVDs ar·e $1 each. 
New this sale, much of the fiction is 
organized by author. 

Proceeds benefit the Friends of 
the Montague Public Libraries. The 
Library is not accepting book dona
tions at this time. 

The 4th Annual Giant Western 
Massachusetts Remote Contrnl 
Flea Market takes place on Sat
urday, April 25, from 9 am. to 2 
p.m. at Franklin County Technical 
School, 82 Industi-ial Boulevar·d, in 
Tmners Falls. 

Come and browse, sell, or swap 
at the largest remote conti·ol flea 
mar·ket in Western MA. Anything 
remote control - boats, planes, or 
cars - can be sold. For more info 
and tables contact David at (413) 
695-2191. 

There is a a new date for the 
Spring Preschool Program on Bird 
Migration at the Great Falls Discov-

TOWN OF ERVING 
Seeking a Park Maintenance/ Highway Position 

for 19.5 hours a week. This position is non-benefits year around. 
Range of pay $13.24 - $15.00 /homly. This position is for the main
tenance and repair of parks, grounds, park buildings &. play struc
tures. Responsible for the aeration, seeding, weeding, clean up, 
watering and preparation of park grounds, baseball fields, soccer 

fields, line painting of fields, leaf removal and mowing etc. 

For Job description&. application contact Town of Erving, 12 East 
Main Street, Erving, Ma. 01344 at 413-422-2800 X 100 or down
load application/job description at www.eroing-ma.org. Applica-

tion deadline is May 6, 2015 or until the position is filled. 

The Town of Erving is an AA/EOE employer. 

Sunday, April 26 is the Opening 
Day of baseball for the Newt Guil
bault Youth Baseball League in 
Montague. 

The day kicks off with a parade 
starting at the Tmners Falls High 
School at 11 a.m., and it ti·avels 
down Tm11pike Road and up Mon
tague Sti·eet to the ball fields. 

There will also be opening day 
ceremonies after the parade fol
lowed by opening day baseball 
games starting at approximately I 
pm. Eve1yone is invited to enjoy 
this wonderful day. 

Greenfield Community College 
will hold an Open House on Thurs
day, April 30, beginning with reg
isti·ation at 8:30 a.m. and conclude 
with a 5:30 p.m. hands-on FAFSA 
Completion Workshop. 

Prospective students and their 
fainilies ar·e invited to explore 
GCC's degree and car·eer certificate 
programs, leain about the adinis
sion and financial aid processes, and 
complete enrollment steps needed 
for Summer and Fall classes. 

Do you have what it takes to be 
the first Tech Trivia Titan? 

On F11day, May I, Franklin Comi
ty Technical School Athletics will be 
running their first ti-ivia competition. 
Located at the Greenfield Elks Club. 

Come and enjoy a night of 6 
rounds of wits and will to take 
home cash and bar· prizes that range 
from 1st to last place. 

Topics will cover a variety of 
categories including, but not lim
ited to, sports, pop culture, litera
ture, histo1y, and science. Proceeds 
will benefit FCTS Athletics. 

BI-ing your own snacks and food, 

Sites are $35 ifrented before May 
I, and $40 ifrese1ved afte1wards. 

This event takes place on Memo-
1-ial Day weekend, May 22 to 24. For 
more info1mation, please call the 
church office at (413) 648-9306. 

To rese1ve a site, please call Har·
vey at (413) 648-9551. 

The Massachusetts PipeLine 
Awareness Network is sponsoring 
a forum, "The Pipeline and Your 
Rights - A Forum for Landown
ers, Municipalities, and Citi
zens," on Saturday, May 2, from 
10 a.m. to noon at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center. 

Panelists will include Scott Cote, 
Franklin County registrar· of deeds; 
state representative Paul Mark; reg
ulato1y attorney Richard Kanoff of 
Bm11S & Levinson, LLP; Rosemary 
Wessel, founder of No Fracked Gas 
in Mass; Leigh Yom1gblood, execu
tive director of Mount Grace Land 
Conse1vation Trust; Meg Burch, 
Conway board of health chair, Con
way Pipeline Task Force member 
and FRCOG Pipeline Adviso1y 
Committee member. 

Many topics will be discussed, 
such as how to protect your rights 
as landowners, municipalities, and 
communities, as well as how to en
gage in FERC and state regulato1y 
proceedings. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter. o,g. 
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~ ~ 
~ MONTAGUE SENIOR CENTER ~ I RESULTS PRESENTATION I 
~ Wednesday, May 13, 2015 - 6 p.m. ~ 
~ Montague Center Fire Station, ~ I 28 Old Sunderland Road I 
~ Hosted by the Senior Center Planning Committee. ~ 

I I 
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GUEST EDITORIAL Rutnbles of Dissatisfaction 
By PATRICIA PRUITT 

Rmnbles of dissatisfaction re
garding MCTV's perceived lack 
of cmTent programming and com
mm1ity outi·each at the station have 
been rolling out from the cable ad
viso1y com1nittee (CAC), from the 
boar·d of selechnen, and from var·i
ous community members. MCTV, 
quite naturally, has gone on the de
fensive, stressing its capabilities. 

This has resulted in a few devel
opments. Fi1-st was the forced res
ignation of Eileen Dowd and Ga1zy 
Eai-Ies from the CAC. Next was the 
extension of the MCCI contract 
for 30 months by the selectboard 
unanimously. And third was the re
cent wish-granting appoinhnent of 
Kathy Lynch to the CAC's cable 
conti·act negotiations. 

This was a majority vote of the 

BOS. Ms. Lynch's role is limited 
to negotiations with Comcast in an 
effo1t to avoid the obvious conflict 
of interest which would ensue from 
her acting as evaluator of staff per
fo1mance, as her husband is the sta
tion manager. There ar·e those who 
do not think the conflict of interest 
problem has been eliminated en
tirely. 

MCTV being Montague's station 
means there are many views on its 
chosen mode of operation of the sta
tion. Jeff Singleton, among others, 
has urged the MCCI crew to come 
up with a concrete plan for the 30 
months of foreseeable future. He 
has been discouraged by the lack of 
response from MCCI. 

Granting that the station has gone 
through a difficult pei-iod, with the 
tragic loss of its chief cameraman 
and their outreach person on long-

term leave due to ill health, still the 
viewer is dismayed at how much of 
the broadcast schedule is taken up 
by videos filmed years in the past. 

Two possible solutions exist. 
One is for Town meeting to accept 
a call for a request for proposals 
(RFP) and open up the possibility 
of MCCI or another entity offering 
their services to Montague viewers. 
The second would be for MCCI and 
its boar·d to appear at town meeting 
with a fully-formed new plan with 
which to go fo1ward. 

This could be developed by 
MCCI consulting with active parts 
of the community, for example, idea 
people such as Suzanne LoManto of 
RiverCulture, or Janiie Berger, or 
folks at the Discove1y Center, and 
other active cable viewers. 

What many are looking for is a 
rededication to the service of pro-

viding cable programming to our 
community. For more than five 
year·s after regaining the contract 
with the town, MCTV showed how 
well they could run a station, in
volve our community, and air local 
programs. 

Who better to do this now and in 
the future than folks with a stake in 
Montague and a desire to contribute 
to the town? If there are staff who, 
for whatever reasons, are no longer 
enthused by the work of a cable sta
tion, the MCCI boar·d must do the 
hard thing and find interested as 
well as capable replacements. 

The reality is, change is needed. 
It would be best if change could 
come from within the organization, 
rather than through an RFP and 
a new entity taking over our local 
cable station. 
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~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

Great Falls Middle 
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of the Week 

week ending 4/17/15: 

Grade 6 
Mckailya Popkowski 

Isabella Allen 

Grade 7 
Kaitlyn Miner 

Grade 8 
Sarah Waldron 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2
Refills 

• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 
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General Auto Repair 
RADIATORS for CA.RS - TRUCKS 

and HEAVYEQUfPMENT 
Foreign and Domestic 

Route 2, G" 
863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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Let 'em 
know you saw 

their ad in the 
Reporter! 

BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of April 27 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

RttNFIEL 
COOPERATIVE 

,. 
Uy Owned Since 1918 

269 High Street - Greenfiel 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.g reen fi eldfa rm erscoo p.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 77~3622 

NANCY L. D□LE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

4'of{;. 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

LEVERETT from page A 1 

difficulties with the electrical com
panies contracted by Millennium 
Communications Group to wire the 
individual homes. 

The goal of connecting the town 
all at once and having all subscrib
ers synchronously visible to the 
network, originally estimated for 
January 2015, is no longer viable. 
Now, some areas and residents 
will complete the Last Mile before 
others. However, these sites and 
homes should be considered "beta 
test sites" that may be subject to 
intenuptions until the project is of
ficially completed. 

The new target date for comple
tion is June 30. 

Technical Matters 
As word spread that some homes 

were lit, some residents rushed to 
check their own status. It was ru
mored that if the Transpo1t light 
was lit in the Optical Network Ter
Ininal - a wall-mounted grey box 
with cords running in and out - this 
meant you were good to go. 

If you put off buying the cables 
and jacks and drilling the holes in 
walls, and intend to DIY, there is 
good advice on the Town of Lev
erett website, at the bottom of the 
page titled "Homeowner Prepara
tion Info1mation." 

There is also a schematic display 
at the town hall of how the connec
tion between the outside terminal 
and the inside tech (wireless router, 
land line phone) should be done. 

The display features a bit of 
plastic with two connectors on it, 
an RI 1 jack for the phone line, and 
an R45 jack for the network cable. 
This connector piece is hard to find 
as is, and will send you on a multi
store mission around the valley to 
find it as featured in the schematic. 

A representative of the Broad
band Committee clarified this con
nector display as the components 
needed if you are routing the phone 
line and the network cable using 
sho1ter cables into the home and 
then connecting them to other ca
bles throughout the house. 

For example, if you drill a hole 
into the home near the outside ter
Ininal and mount those connectors 
inside the house, you are able to 
run other cables from that connec
tor to where you have your router 
and phone physically located in 
your home. 

However, you could also pur
chase a longer cable, 100 ft CAT 6, 
for example, from the outside box, 
through a hole to the interior, and 
plug it directly to the router. 

The CAT 6 network cable is rec
ommended, according to the Com
Inittee representative, as it is stiffer 
and less likely to kink than the 
CAT 5 or 5e cables, which trans
lates to lower margins of e1rnr. It is 
the newer version of network cable 
and can better handle the 1 giga
byte stream. 

Crimping It Yourself 
One potential problem that DIY 

homeowners might have is con
necting an older phone line to the 
configuration in a modem com 
cable. There is a diagram of how 
the individual wires need to meet 
each other on the "Homeowner 
Preparation" page on the Town of 
Leverett. 

Bill Stathis at Crocker Commu
nications said that most homes will 
likely have two situations regard
ing the phone line. 

The first is simple: Verizon's ex
ternal box will be close to the ONT 
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box and have an existing wire with 
an RJ 11 connector that can be de
tached and moved to the ONT box 
and clipped into the slot marked 
telephone. 

The second, and one that Stathis 
believes about 75% of the homes 
have, features a Verizon box with 
a hardwired wire with no jack to 
unclip. The line runs into the house 
and becomes a twisted nest that 
runs to all the other phone jacks in 
the house. 

This situation will require some 
skill and a crimping tool. The line in 
the house needs to be disconnected 
and an RJl 1 jack crimped onto it. 
A bisquit block with a female po1t 
will need to be put in so the male 
RJl 1 jack can be plugged in. The 
line then needs to be attached to the 
external ONT box once it is con.fig
ured properly. 

If this stumps the intrepid DIY
er, Crocker Communications can 
send someone to the home to help 
with the installation, and this ser
vice is "less expensive than you 
drilling a hole into your existing 
electric service panel," according 
to the website's Preparation Page. 

Stathis said Crocker 
is reco1mnending 

the services of local 

businesses that charge 

significantly less than they 

do for connecting an 
older phone line to the 

modern cahle. 

Stathis said Crocker Communi
cations' standard rate for internet 
and phone, or just one or the other, 
is $295. Stathis said Crocker is rec
ommending the services of local 
businesses that charge significantly 
less, probably around $150. 

These businesses are the Audio 
Visual House in Turners Falls and 
Grace Electrical Services in Lever
ett. The work will need to be done 
once Crocker "green lights" that 
the phone service is ready for the 
home. 

Municipal Internet 
There are over 600 subscribers 

to the broadband service, which 
the April 7 press release from the 
Broadband Project identifies as a 
rarely-achieved 70% of potential 
subscribers. 

Some of these subscribers chose 
Internet-only service, which will 
cost $24.95 a month. Others opted 
for a combination of telephone 
and Internet service, at $44.95 a 
month. 

All subscribers, regardless of 
variation, will pay the town's Mu
nicipal Light Plant (MLP) $49.95 
per month, which is a divided rate 
among subscribers to pay for the 
annual cost of maintenance. The 
MLP cost should decrease as more 
subscribers sign on. 

A deal between the Internet Ser
vice Provider, Crocker Communi
cations, and the MLP will keep the 
ISP cost of$24.95 per month static 
for three years. 

When it is up and running, Lev
erettNet subscribers will have local 
response to problems or concerns, 
rather than the long wait for cus
tomer service with national satellite 
Internet providers, where technical 
help has become an opportunity for 
upsell. 
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SHEA from page A 1 
said he would like to "see [ the Shea] 
remain a community theater," while 
also ''bring[ing] it into the commu
nity in a real way." 

"Two of my kids are palt of the 
Young Shakespeare Players. Being 
someone who works in ente1tain
ment and event promotion, it's s01t 
of like coaching their little league 
team," said Belmonte of his motiva
tion for subinitting a proposal. 

According to Belmonte, the idea 
of the STAC would be to "incubate a 
new non-profit for Turners Falls with 
the guidance al1d fiscal sponsorship 
of the N01thalnpton Center for the 
Alts," who, he said, have a proven 
track record. 

The STAC proposal touts NCFA's 
"30-yeal· track record for facilitating 
a1ts events in Northampton, includ
ing First Night alld Alts Night Out," 
and its relationships with resident 
compallies such as the Happy Valley 
Guitar Orchestra, the Lisa Leizman 
Dance Company, Paintbox Theatre, 
and Show Circus Studio. 

"[Penny Burke] has some time on 
her hands to dedicate to the steward
ship of the Shea," Belmonte said, as 
the NCFA is in transition to a new 
space wllile their previous home, 
the Arts Tmst Building at 33 Haw
ley Street, No1thampton, undergoes 
renovation. 

"About ten yeal·s ago, NCFA de
veloped a strategic plan for its own 
successful 'comeback' as a commu
nity arts center. This simple model 
might well serve as the foundation 
for all initial business plan at the 
Shea." 

The center would only be acting 
as, "a sho1t-te1m fiscal sponsor al1d 
volunteer its stewal·dsllip until such a 
time as STAC has attained non-profit 
status, developed a pe1mal1ent Board 
of Directors and crafted a long-term 
business plan that includes the hiring 
of an Executive Director," according 
to the proposal. 

"The goal is not to bum anybody 
out," said Belmonte of the need for a 
paid director but also of the need for 
commwlity supp01t. 

"We Wallt people to bring their 
small piece of the puzzle," he said, 
be it money, experience or ideas. 

"Let's put tllis picture together. 
But together is the real key here." 

Parting Ways 
When the theater's cw1·ent opera

tor, the nonprofit Shea Community 
Theater Inc., did not notify the town 
of its intention to renew their 10-year 
contract a year before its expiration, 
town officials say tl1ey were advised 
by counsel to put out a request for 
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proposals (RFP). When it was is
sued, tl1e organization opted not to 
sub1nit a proposal. 

"Beyond a reasonable doubt, ow· 
intent to remain was obvious," said 
Daniel Kasnitz, an at-large member 
of Shea Commwlity Theater, Inc., 
despite what he says were potential 
safety issues caused by a leaking 
roof the town was not fixing. 

Kasnitz said the RFP itself was 
"not necessa1y," and that tl1e group 
found its conditions ''wildly unre
alistic," saying it mandated "a level 
of expenditure that... is fiscally ir
responsible, if one wants to create a 
sustainable co1poration." 

The organization, he said, planned 
to continue its operations whether 
or not its relationship with the ac
tual Shea Theater would continue. 
"We're expal1ding ow· approach 
to work with a nwnber of different 
venues," he said, saying it would 
become all "umbrella orgallization" 
siinilar to that of the Windhaln Alts 
Council in Ve1mont. 

"We don't need a lease of allY 
particular facility to pursue ow· Inis
sion," Kasnitz continued. "Any enti
ty tl1at orgallizes themselves arow1d 
tl1at RFP - we wish them the best." 

He added that the group would 
be happy to collaborate in tl1e venue 
under a new operator: "If they can 
get the theater into shape, and if tl1eir 
tenns of use al·e as reasonable as 
ours, absolutely." 

A Cultural District 
The proposal sub1nitted Wednes

day by tl1e STAC explains that, 
''when a local theater or dance com
pany wants to stage a production, or 
an aval1t-garde musical group want 
to hold a perfo1mal1ce, or poets want 
to book a slam at the Shea, tl1e STAC 
will strive to say 'yes' to their request 
and ask the question 'and?' with re
spect to what they Inight share cre
atively, orgallizationally, and even 
final1cially, to the community." 

Calling Tw11ers Falls a diverse 
commwlity, tl1e proposal also seeks 
''to reach out to undeITepresented 
people who live within tl1e shadow 
of tl1e Shea. Imagine a weekly Latin 
Dance night or a Black or Moldovan 
histo1y series hosted by tl1e Shea." 

Should the STAC proposal be 
accepted, additional commitment 
to programming would come from 
No1thampton-based Signature 
Sounds Records/ Green River Festi
val Productions, "presenters of mal1y 
successful events at tl1e Shea," witl1 
whom Belmonte alld NCFA already 
have strong professional relation
ships, according to tl1e proposal. 

see SHEA next page 

April 28: Public Meeting on 
Historic Districts in Gill 

The Gill Historical Commis
sion (GHC) is pleased to announce 
a public meeting for local residents 
and others interested in recent ef
fo1ts to nominate the proposed 
"Gill Center" and "Riverside" his
toric districts to the National Reg
ister of Historic Places. 

The meeting will take place 
Tuesday, April 28 at 7 p m. at the 
Gill Fire Station, 196 Main Road. 

''We are thrilled to have these 
proposals submitted to MHC," 
said Ivan Ussach, GHC chair. "Our 
little town has a lot of histo1y, and 
we al'e eager to shal·e it with locals 
and visitors alike." 

Representatives of the Massa
chusetts Historical Commission 

(MHC) and Bonnie Pal·sons, the 
GHC's historic preservation re
searcher and consultant, will pres
ent inf01mation and answer ques
tions about both proposed historic 
districts. 

The federal ''National Register 
District" designation places no re
strictions on property owners with
in the historic district. Neither pro
posal has been fo1mally reviewed 
by MHC, and tllis public meeting 
is a prelimina1y session to help res
idents become better info1med. 

Copies of the researched f01ms 
and maps for the proposed districts 
are available for viewing at the 
Town Hall. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

OPEN DAILY 
LONCJI and DINN[R 

2~ Federal St .. Greenfield 
773-0333 / thepeoplespint.com 

Free Checking! ~ 
Free Cash! Free Gift! 

.t!f. What's not to love? .,z, ..... .. .. m GREENF~~~,~~~~! .,~_!~~ 
www.greenfieldsavings.com 

Member FDIC • Membe< Olf 
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Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 week minimum).      call 863-8666

The Montague  
Congregational Church

4 North Street

Roast Pork 
Supper

Saturday, May 2, 5:30 P.M.
Roast Pork, Red Potatoes, 

Gravy, Fresh Carrots, Home- 
Made Applesauce, Breads, 

Tomato Soup Cake 

Call for Take-outs... 
Walk-ins Welcomed

Adults $10, Children under 10 $5 
Reservations: 367-2652 

highlights FROM thE gill sElECtBOARD

Heavy Fire Season Leads to Labor Overruns at FD
By MIKE JACKSON

Gill fire chief Gene Beaubien 
came before the selectboard Tuesday 
to warn the town that the fire depart-
ment is already over budget for the 
fiscal year. Overall call volume is not 
up significantly from previous years, 
said Beaubien, but the “longevity” of 
several area fires to which the depart-
ment has lent mutual aid, along with 
a strong rate of response among the 
department’s firefighters, has left the 
labor budget running a $252 deficit 
as of the previous week.

“This has happened earlier in the 
year than it ever has in the past,” said 
Beaubien. 

In addition to recent fires in other 
towns, including a long-smouldering 
blaze in the yard at Erving Paper Mill 
and a Montague Center house fire, 
Gill has enjoyed mutual aid support 
from other towns for fires at home, 
such as a brush fire last week.

“As someone who has utilized 
that budget twice in the past year,” 
said selectboard chair Randy Cro-
chier, “I do appreciate people 
showing up.”

The board and town administra-
tive assistant Ray Purington dis-
cussed three options for patching a 
department’s budget, including look-
ing to “non-town” sources, deferring 
other department spending into a 
subsequent fiscal year, or seeking 
year-end transfers from the budgets 
of other departments which may 
have run a surplus. 

The fire department’s routine 
equipment upgrades and training 
were not seen as an item that could be 
deferred without jeopardizing safety. 
(Later in the meeting, the board ap-
proved purchase orders totaling 
$5,200 to replace two pairs of pants, 
two jackets and a busted valve.)

“I guess this is just an FYI,” said 
Beaubien. Board members noted 
that transfers from other departments 
may be large enough to require town 
meeting approval.

Nature Programming
Gill Elementary principal Kath-

leen Bailer introduced the board to 
Sena Rasun-Mahendra, a graduate 
student at Antioch University New 
England in Keene, NH, who has 
been commuting to Gill three days a 
week to serve as a nature intern.

Rasun-Mahendra has been help-
ing teachers in the classroom at all 
grade levels, and during recess, tak-
ing small groups of students explor-
ing on the school’s new nature trail, 
which opened in the fall.

“We should thank the parents, and 
the Gill PTO,” for the trail, said Bail-
er. She said that loss of Gill students 
to choice was noticeably declining, 
and that she estimates next year’s 
kindergarten class will be 75 to 80% 
sourced from Gill, up from closer to 
50% when she began the job.

Nature-based programming, she 
said, and place-based education in 
general, takes advantage of Gill’s as-
sets to connect with what she called 
a “movement of young families, 
moving into Gill and coming to Gill 
Elementary.”

Bailer brought all this up as part 
of a request for a $3,616.50 disburse-
ment from the Quintus Allen Fund, 
an independent trust the school can 
turn to for educational expenses. The 
money would go toward a travel sti-
pend for Rasun-Mahendra, and buy 
supplies for the programming that 
would last into future years.

Board members were enthused. 
“This whole thing screams Quintus 
Allen,” said Crochier. 

“We’ve got a jewel here,” said 
John Ward of the school, describ-
ing such programming as a way to 
compete with charter, magnet, and 
choice options. 

And Gregory Snedeker, also a 
parent at the school, spoke highly of 
the developments. 

The vote was unanimous in favor 
of the request. Bailer also mentioned 
it might recur annually, and the se-
lectboard reminded her that they can-
not speak for future board members.

But Not Too Much Nature
According to Ray Purington, last 

week, another total coliform “hit” 
last week on the elementary school’s 
well water tests is likely to trigger 
corrective steps under the town’s 
consent order with the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection. 

The likely prescription, Puring-
ton said, will be continual low-level 
chlorination of the well – enough to 
kill the bacteria and still leave a re-
sidual chlorine count on testing, but 
not enough to taste or smell.

A USDA grant the town will seek 
in order to build out treatment appa-
ratus at the well is held up over ques-
tions the town has about its proposed 
contract with project engineers. 

Town counsel has flagged lan-
guage about indemnification and lia-
bility in that contract as troublesome, 
and the town’s insurance carrier also 
has related concerns.

The Warrant!
The selectboard reviewed the draft 

warrant for town meeting, which will 
begin the evening of Monday, May 4 
for non-budget articles, with budget-
ary matters continued to a later date 
in June. 

Two articles pertain to replacing 
windows and a boiler at the Sheffield 
Elementary School in Montague. 
The dollar amounts on those items 
are high, but under the district ar-
rangement, Gill would not be paying 
for them in any case. 

The board mulled its options: it 
could remove the articles, and miss 
an opportunity for educating Gill 
residents about district spending; or 
it could leave them on but include 
a good explanation, and lead with a 
motion to skip over them. 

The latter option risks a move-
ment from town meeting floor to 
block the spending. “I’d never want 
to be on the receiving end of that,” 
said Crochier, of a scenario in which 
Montague residents block Gill from 
making capital improvements on its 
elementary school. 

But that possibility seemed un-
likely, and members seemed inclined 
to leave the articles on. “I see this as 
more semantic than anything else,” 
said Snedeker.

The selectboard wanted more 
time to review the draft warrant, 
and set up a special meeting for 
Friday to sign it.

Other Business
Board members set the after-

noon of Wednesday, June 17 for the 
project of finding and mapping the 
town’s boundary markers. 

Though it was previously re-
ported the board had been abrogat-
ing this duty since 1850, more recent 
forensic archaeology at town hall has 
found indications that it was prob-
ably still being done as recently as 
the 1970s.

John Ward, who co-owns a solar 
energy business, indicated that after 
consulting with the state ethics com-
mission, he has decided to recuse 
himself from any discussion involv-
ing a potential solar project on the 
Mariamante project.

Bids for lawnmowing and street 
sweeping were awarded to their 
respective low bidders: Howe’s 
Lawn Care of Winchester, NH, and 
a company called “A Lot of Lines” 
based in Hadley.

The highway department expects 
a $150,995 in Chapter 90 allotment 
from the state, up $67 from the 
previous year.

Janice Giverson has resigned 
from the town’s cable committee due 
to family concerns. That committee 
still has a quorum of 5 members, and 
is going into contract negotiations 
with Comcast.

Birds are singing and ticks 
are crawling, and Gill residents 
have until June to send in ticks to 
UMass’ Laboatory of Medical Zo-
ology for free testing under an of-
fer with the county’s Cooperative 
Public Health Services. 

See tickreport.com for details.

Leonard, who had begun a 
doctorate in educational leader-
ship at UMass-Amherst, says 
she will be pursuing her own 
studies “very part time” and is 
excited to get back in a school 
environment.

“The district has tremen-
dous assets, as do both of the 
schools,” Leonard told the Re-
porter. “The dedication of the 
faculty really came through on 
my site visit. The facilities, and 
the district leadership, are also 
assets.”

Leonard said that the newly 
recombined middle and high 
school position provides ad-
ministrators with a “real op-
portunity” to get to know stu-
dents and families over longer 
periods of time. 

According to Sullivan, the 

fact Leonard is “likely to be 
around for quite a while” was 
also a factor in his hiring deci-
sion.

The choice of Earl McGraw 
as assistant principal, Sullivan 
said, was easy. “He’s known to 
be an expert at connecting with 
kids, and also with families in 
our community,” he said. “Peo-
ple are really excited to have 
him come back.”

McGraw has served as as-
sistant principal and dean of 
students at the tech school since 
serving from 2003 to 2007 as 
assistant principal at TFHS.

A search committee of about 
ten people, Sullivan said, vet-
ted applicants and came up with 
three finalists for the principal 
position. The finalists came last 
week for site visits and inter-
views with the superintendent.

“As a school leader, I’m very 
interested in preparing students 
academically,” Leonard said. 
“But there are other skills – like 
empathy, and resilience – that 
go hand in hand with traditional 
academic skills in preparing for 
success in the adult world.”

Leonard said that the “single 
thing” that she found most at-
tractive about Gill-Montague 
on her site visit was “the feel-
ing I got of the way students ex-
pressed real care for each other. 
One student told me, ‘no one in 
this school has lunch alone.’” 

Helping foster these “stu-
dent-student” relationships, 
she said, was as important as 
relationships between students 
and teachers for providing a 
good environment for 
education.

PRINCIPALS from pg a1
Beyond expanding events at the Shea, the 

proposal speaks to the need to partner with lo-
cal businesses and arts organizations and main-
tain a strong relationship with Turners Falls 
RiverCulture. 

“The Shea should be the centerpiece of what 
everyone is talking about in regards to the arts 
and Turners,” the proposal’s visioning state-
ment says, adding that the venue “could serve 
as the physical headquarters for a Franklin 
County cultural revival.” 

The proposal also describes a need to in-
crease financial support through revenue and 
fundraising, concerns about upkeep of and cap-
ital improvements to the building at 71 Avenue 
A, and a desire to work with the town toward 
acquiring a “Cultural District” designation un-
der the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

“If they do accept our proposal, I hope peo-
ple are as willing to pick up a broom or a pen as 
to criticize,” Belmonte said.

“It’s our theater,” he affirmed, for all 
of Montague.

ShEA from previous page
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Savings and protection 
for the WHIOLE FAMILY! 
Very competitive Auto and 
Home rates, including group 
discounts for AAA & AARP! 

!ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTO BODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 

Citizens "Warned" of Thirty Articles on Montague Town Meeting Agenda 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

Hear ye, hear ye. On May 2 the 
Montague Annual Town Meeting will 
deliberate on a total of thirty articles. 
These include not only the usual rec
ommendations for the Town operat
ing budget, school assessments, and 
special alticles, generally for specific 
capital projects, but will also include 
a proposed ordinal1ce to regulate the 
sale of spray paint, an appropriation 
to hire a consultant to review the sta
tus of town records, a bylaw revision 
to chal1ge posting requirements for 
town meeting, alld, possibly, an ap
propriation to create new broadband 
se1vice in town. 

There are also three "petitioned 
a1ticles," alticles placed on the war
rant by citizens collecting ten or 
more signatures. These include an 
a1ticle calling for greater town meet
ing oversight of legal expenses, op
posing a proposed natural gas pipe
line through the town alld voting on 
a new contract for the town's local 
access station, Montague Commu
nity Cable Incorporated. 

More detail on these alticles is 
available on the town website, which 
includes both "Background Info1ma
tion" from town hall staff and a re
po1t by the finance committee. One 
can also see a dramatic reading of the 
Wal1'ant by the cm1'ent selectboal·d 
at its April 13 meeting comtesy of 
Montague Community Television 
(see MCTV on vimeo.com). 

The town meeting warrant, an al'
chaic te1m that refers to the tradition 
of "warning" citizens of topics to 
be discussed, begins with the usual 
"housekeeping" measmes. 

The first three alticles are com
bined in a "consent agenda," voted 
as a unit without a full reading by 
the moderator. These include a1ticles 
authorizing the receipt of Val'ious all
nual repo1ts, giving town officials 
the power to apply for and receive 
grants, alld autho1'izing the hazai·d
ous materials revolving fund. 

The next two alticles would fix 
the salal'ies of local elected and ap
pointed officials. Town meeting actu
ally votes on salaly ral1ges for these 
officials, which tend to conform to 
collective bargaining agreements. 

Article 6 is the "Department 
Appropriations Alticle" which es
sentially refers to the town operat
ing budget. This is the total of all 
department appropriations: police, 
public works, libra11es, pal·ks and 
recreation, etc. 

It does not include the water 
pollution control facility, the Colle 
office building, or the airport. 
Nor does it include the two fire 
depal·tments (independent disti'icts 
separate from the town), two water 
districts (ditto) or the two regional 
school disti'icts, which have their 
own waffallt articles. 

Although it sounds like this a1ticle 
leaves out a lot, this is still the second 
lal·gest appropriation town meeting 

must consider. This yeal· the request 
is for $8,373,806 final1ced mainly by 
property taxation and $125,000 from 
free cash. 

A note on funding somces: "Free 
cash" is a balal1ce left from previ
ous years that, when ce1tified by the 
state, can be used to fund futme ex
penses. The use of free cash appeal'S 
in a number of Wal1'ant articles. The 
regional school disti'ict has its own 
form of free cash which it calls "ex
cess alld deficiency." 

Not to be outdone, the water pol
lution facility has a similar rese1ve 
with its own nalne, "retained ealn
ings." To fuither simplify matte1-s, 
there al'e a va11ety of other rese1ve 
funds called "stabilization" funds. 
These on-going rese1ve funds, often 
for specific purposes, receive appro
p11ations from town meeting. 

Stabilization funds also appear 
as fui1ding somces on town meeting 
Wal1'allt a1ticles, but they require a 
two-thirds vote by town meeting. 

The main somce of funding for 
local government is property taxa
tion, which is limited to an increase 
of2.5% per year, plus "new growth." 
This, in the absence of a prope1ty tax 
oven'ide or debt exclusion, is a limit 
on the total town levy, not on tax in
creases for individual homeowners. 

Town waffallt alticles can also be 
fui1ded by enterprise funds (the sew
er fund mainly financed by user fees 
but with a small i1tjection or property 
tax money), revolving funds, grants 
and bo1rnwing. 

Next on the town meeting agenda 
is Article 7, the appropriation for 
the water pollution control facility 
(WPCF), also known as the sewer 
system and ti·eatment plal1t. This re
quest totals $2,244,913, which is an 
increase of just over 3%. 

The percentage increase is one of 
the larger mal·k-ups on the town bud
get, perhaps reflecting the good feel
ings created by the numerous inno
vations at the sewer ti·eatment plant 
in recent years. These innovations, 
in palticular the capacity to process 
"solids" from other towns, have gen
erated significant revenue. 

Article 8 approp11ates $80,350 for 
the maintenal1ce of the Colle Build
ing on Avenue A in Tm11ers Falls. 
Not much is generally said about this 
a1ticle, but for those who enjoy odd 
town programs and their funding 
somces, this may be of interest. 

The Colle is essentially a historic 
office building owned by the town 
which is funded almost entirely by 
something called "receipts reseived 
for approp11ation," that is rent. 
Some might consider this aITange
ment a bit socialistic but it seems to 
work, and does not cost the taxpay
ers much at all. 

Speaking of socialism, Article 9 
fui1ds the town Airpo1t to the tune 
of $46,278. Yes, Montague has its 
own airp01t, which raises the peren
nial question at town meeting: why 
does the town of Montague 11111 an 

airpo1t? 
The al1swer used to be because 

Bill Cosby occasionally landed there, 
but this only seemed to intensify the 
criticism. The newer answer seems 
to be that most of the pilots are regu
lal· guys, and small airp01ts are cool. 

Also, town fui1ding hardly busts 
the budget. The total tax appropria
tion this year is $15,431, probably 
less than yom basic feasibility study. 

Article 10 funds the assessment 
for the Franklin Regional Techni
cal School. That's real money at 
$760,815, and it's a $78,104 (11%) 
increase. 

If any other depaltment or school 
disb'ict came in with that s01t of in
crease, town meeting would be in all 
uproal·. However. eve1yone seems 
to like the tech school, deeming it 
well managed alld se1ving a valu
able function. Also, tech school as
sessments are highly coffelated with 
the number of students Montague 
sends to the school, which this year 
increased by three. 

More real money is appropri
ated in Article 11: $8,498,343 for 
the Gill-Montague Regional School 
Dish'ict. Although the lal·gest appro
priation on the Wal1'ant, this is only 
a 2.5% increase. It thus meets the 
criteria of the "affordable assess
ment," a key pa1t of the long-te1m 
plan approved by the town and dis
ti·ict a few years ago. 

The final1ce committee seemed 
ve1y happy with the bottom line, but 
the school disb'ict achieved this re
sult by signi.fical1t staff cuts, a one
time spike in tuition money from Er
ving, and an increase in Excess and 
Deficiency above what the long-te1m 
plan calls for. 

There al·e also a lot of grants 
and revolving fund numbers flying 
around inside the budget, so some 
may question its long-te1m viability. 

Article 12 is for lining and "docu
menting" various sewer lines to the 
tune of $385,000. This would be 
funded from sewer debt. 

This is an on-going project to deal 
with a crmnbling sewer system. Last 
yeal· the town inspected approxi
mately 1,000 feet of sewer, which 
involves a high-tech video camera, 
and lined the sewer with something 
that looks like an inflatable sock. 

Some of that work is done by 
the town DPW. We also receive 
fine technical consulting from the 
film CDM Smith, who know a lot 
about the inflatable sock, and also 
how to get large amounts of state 
grant money. 

The next two articles, 13 and 14, 
fund window alld boiler repairs at 
the Sheffield school buildings, which 
are town-owned buildings leased to 
the schools. The window appropria
tion of$1,ll6,764 is projected to be 
pa1tly reimbmsed by the state school 
building assistance fund. 

The $145,000 boiler proposal has 
been the somce of much confusion. 
Sheffield has two boile1-s; one was 

replaced last year for $90,000 plus. 
However, the new boiler needs a new 
bmner to work properly. Then there 
is a needed back-up boiler that is 
not functioning. So ... the $145,000 
seems to be for a new back-up boiler 
and two new bmners. 

The Sheffield building, a town 
building, has been put under the 
baseline for the state Green Com
munities program, so energy effi
ciency is a key issue. The Montague 
energy committee was said to have 
approved this a1ticle, but no one on 
the com1nittee could recall doing so, 
and the meeting minutes do not re
veal a vote. 

As of this writing the MEC has 
voted to propose an appropriation of 
$55,000 for a new bmner for the new 
boiler, a repair of the back-up boiler, 
and a feasibility study to dete1mine 
the most energy-efficient and afford
able heating system for the building. 

Article 15 would appropriate 
$75,000 for the DPW Discretionaiy 
Account. This would allow the DPW 
chief some flexibility in the case of a 
need for unforeseen repairs or equip
ment pmchases. 

The next article, 16, would fund 
lease payments on a dump buck of 
$43,325. This is the fomth year of 
a five-year lease so you Call do the 
math to dete1mine what it costs to 
lease a dump buck. 

Article 17 appropriates $20,000 
to replace the front p01tion of the 
Shea Theater roof, move the air han
dling units, and clean up accumulat
ed bird poop. This work is said to be 
coordinated with a plan to pmchase 
and install a more energy-efficient 
heating system for the building, a 
project funded by a state grant. 

The next article would appropri
ate $15,000 to fund police equipment, 
including firearms, tase1-s, vests, fur
niture or "any similar items." 

Aliicle 19 would spend $46,000 
to hire a consultant to invent01y town 
records, recommend which must be 
saved and which discarded, and to 
create systems for retention alld stor
age. Town records of various quality 
al·e scattered throughout the build
ing, and are rapidly deteriorating. 

AI·ticle 20 would expand the 
Capital Stabilization fund with an 
injection of $32,632 from taxation. 

The next article appropriates 
$15,000 to maintain the Montague 
Center School building. Town offi
cials believe, or hope, that the build
ing will be pmchased by the chosen 
developer, Mal·k Zaccheo, in May, 
so perhaps this approp11ation will not 
be needed. 

AI·ticle 22 would amend the 
town bylaw to eliminate the need 
to post the town meeting waITant at 
each post office and at each public 
libra1y. It would replace this with 
the more limited requirement that 
the town post the wa1rnnt on its 
website and at town hall. 

Town officials also note that the 
wa1rnnt is mailed to each town meet-

ing member. The argument seems 
to be that two of the libral·ies are 
open infrequently, making timely 
posting onerous. 

One suspects this alticle is a re
sponse to town meeting member 
Jeanne Golrick's recent complaint 
that the town had failed to post a 
recent Wal1'allt at the Millers Falls 
libraly. The complaint required spe
cial legislation from the state to cer
tify the meeting. 

Article 23 approp11ates $8,200 
to fund new information technology 
equipment for the town. 

The next article is a request by 
the town broadband committee for 
costs associated with the "design, 
construction, and installation... of 
a broadband fiber-to-the-home net
work ... " 

The original request was for 
roughly $175,000 for a pole smvey 
for a project to seive the Chesmut 
Hill, Taylor Hill, and Meadow Road 
neighborhoods. This project would 
also have linked the Montague Cen
ter Fire Station to the Tmne1-s Falls 
fire station. 

The present proposal appeal'S to 
be broader, and cal1y a price tag of 
approximately $400,000. 

Since the Wal1'allt alticle was ap
proved by the selectboard, town of
ficials seem to have been told that 
bo1rnwing for the project may not be 
legal without a municipal light plant 
or special legislation. So, broadbal1d 
may be on hold for now. 

Article 25 is designed to create a 
new "graffiti bylaw" that would not 
only make it illegal to spray graffiti 
on buildings but penalize prope1ty 
owne1-s who fail to remove graffiti 
alld store owne1-s who sell spray 
paint to minors. This proposal will no 
doubt lead to a good deal of debate at 
town meeting. (See page Al, Police
Proposed Graffiti Legislation Goes 
Before May 2 Town Meeting.) 

Article 26 autho11zes a five-year 
conb·act extension with a recycling 
facility in Springfield. Article 27 
would allow the selectmen to peti
tion for all additional liquor license 
for the Five-Eyed Fox restaurant in 
Tmners Falls. 

Articles 28 to 30 were placed on 
the Wal1'allt by citizen petition. The 
first would direct the selectboard to 
"solicit wi'itten proposals" for legal 
seivices in the upcoming fiscal year. 
Such proposals would be presented 
to town meeting for approval. 

Article 29 would essentially op
pose the constiuction of a natural gas 
pipeline through Montague. 

The final article, #30, places the 
contract cm1'ently being negotiated 
with the local access station, Mon
tague Community Cable Incorpo
rated, before town meeting. 

The a1ticle calls for a conti·act of 
not more than three years, accompa
nied by a plan to expand local con
tent and community involvement in 
the station. 
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SPRAY PAINT from page A 1 

mean things we don't understand." 
bylaw about graffiti "affecting the pub
lic health, safety, and welfare" of the 
town, Gina McNeely, Montague's direc
tor of public health, said, "I don't think 
the board of health will be involved, it's 
really a police matter .... It's unpleasant, 
but it's not a public health issue." 

'Qqje jlllontague 31\eporter is seeking to expand our sports coverage. If you are interested in writing, 
photography, or underwriting this effort, please contact (1'13) 863-8666 or editOl@moniaguereporw:org. 

The second pa1t of the bylaw puts the 
responsibility for cleaning graffiti on the 
owner of the property, and sets fines for 
both creators of the graffiti, if caught, 
and prope1ty owners. After a IO-day 
grace period, building owners would 
face fines of $20 per day until they re
mediate the graffiti. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Send Your Texts From the Shoulder 

For the purposes of the bylaw, "graf
fiti" is defined as "any word, figure or 
painted design that is marked, etched, 
scratched, drawn, painted, pasted or 
othe1wise affixed to or on any surface, 
regardless of the nature of the material 
of that strnctural component, unless the 
same was authorized in advance by the 
owner thereof." 

David Jensen, building inspector, also 
questioned the proposal, which he said 
he had not been consulted about. "I was 
not aware I was a regulating authority on 
this bylaw," he said. "It makes prope1ty 
owners victims twice. It doesn't sound 
ve1y well thought out." 

Chief Dodge added that while graffiti 
cannot be isolated as a reason for oth
er crime, "it does lead to more graffiti 
- we've seen that - and vandalism is a 
crime." 

Reaction on the street was mixed. 

Monday, 4</ 13 

7: 10 a.m. Report of 
disabled motor vehicle 
near Route 2A, the ve
hicle hit an object in 
the road. 
11 :26 a.m. Assisted 
with medical emergen
cy on High Street 
Wednesday, +115 
10: 16 p.m. Suspicious 
vehicle at Dorsey Road 

ERVING from pageA1 

the job is filled. 

found to be subject 
pulled over to text 
10:25 p.m. Reported 
disabled motor vehicle 
at Weatherheads Con
venience Store had per
mission to leave car. 
Thursda 4/16 

11 a.m. 

arrested for two counts 
of assault and battery 

Friday, 4/ l '7 SatlU'day, +/ 1 s 
9:1<5a.m.- ll:20a.m.

rrested 
for operating a motor 
vehicle with a suspend
ed license and refusing 
to submit license and 
registration. 
3:30 p.m. Report of 
phone scam at Moun
tain Road residence. 

arrested for unlicensed 
operation of a motor 
vehicle and not having 
an inspection sticker. 
Sunday, 4</19 

10:06 a.m. Disabled 
motor vehicle in Farley 
Flats, towing company 
on scene. 

"It's my hope we don't have to ticket 
anybody," said Dodge. "If somebody 
puts up a painting and it's vulgar, of
fensive, or discriminato1y, we'd have to 
take action." 

According to the language of the pro
posed bylaw, the process would begin 
when "[t]he building inspector, the Board 
of Health or its designee or a member of 
the Police Depa1tment dete1mines graf
fiti in any smface is visible ... the owner 
shall abate within 10 days." 

"There's different times and places for 
it," said Gino Gomez, of Greenfield. 
"People who do it in public on the front 
of a building, that's wrong. Some are do
ing it to vandalize, some are doing it for 
art. . . I like it. They should come down 
hard on the vandals." 

In Erving, the selectboard, treasurer, town ad
ministrator, department heads and others hold Im
man resources responsibilities. 

to participate in the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments shared human resources service at 
this time. 

Personnel Policy 

But despite the concern voiced in the 

"That's pretty stupid," Isaac Grav
elle, 14, of Turners Falls, said of the 
proposed age restriction. "It shouldn't 

matter what your age is. Older 1•■.., 
people graffiti too." ~ 

The selectboard reviewed a list of human re
sources responsibilities and who is responsible, 
for instance with selectboard having responsibil
ity for setting policy and depaitment heads keep
ing track of job-related licensing. 

The boai·d agreed that the town does not need 

The board wrote a definition of "interim em
ployee" for the Personnel Policy Manual, and 
set the compensation for town hall employees 
when town hall is closed for hazardous weather 
or emergency. u 

Compassionate Choices Websites 
,.v,.vw.compassionandchoices.org 
,.v,.vw. agingwithdignity. org 

By LEE WICKS 

NORTHAMPTON - Nancy Pa
glia, who lives in Leverett, has had 
a career devoted to enhancing qual
ity oflife. She has a Master's degree 
in health education, ai1d for the last 
twenty-six years she's been a mas
sage therapist, a yoga instrnctor, and 
a stress management coach. 

Since her father's death this win
ter, she also has a new mission to en
sure quality, choice and control at the 
end of life. Before her father died, 
she promised him that she would 
work to get a Death with Dignity law 
passed in Massachusetts. She is hon
oring that promise by speaking of 
her dad's experience and educating 
people about what such legislation 
would mean. 

Last week Paglia and Lisa Ahbel, 
a nurse cmTently working with pa
tients who have Alzheimer's disease, 
spoke about end of life issues at the 
Rockridge Retirement Community 
in N011hainpton. 

About thi1ty people from the 
Rockridge Commmuty ai1d beyond 
attended, ai1d though they were all 
senior citizens, an imp01tai1t mes
sage from both Paglia ai1d Ahbel is 
that, hai·d as it may be, everyone over 
the age of eigl1teen should be think
ing about end of life choices. 

Ahbel said, "The average person 
spends more time plailning vacations 
than planning for end of life issues." 

Young people get into car ac
cidents. They ski into trees, or like 
Brittany Maynard, the woman with 
terminal brain cancer who moved 
from Califo1nia to Oregon in order to 
utilize Oregon's Death with Dignity 
law, they become te1minally ill. 

Legal Documents 
Having a health care proxy, a 

person who will speak for you and 
make medical decisions when you 
cannot, is vital. Having an Advance 
Directive, a set of legal documents 
that allow you to spell out your de
cisions about end of life care ahead 
of time, is also something all adults 
ougl1t to have. 

But, said Paglia, neither of these 
is the same as Death with Dignity 
legislation. Neither a Health Cai·e 

Proxy nor an Advance Directive, 
called a MOLST fo1m in Massa
chusetts, standing for Massachusetts 
Medical Orders for Life Sustaining 
Treatment, functions in the saine 
way Death with Dignity legislation 
would. 

You migl1t have a "do not resus
citate" order; you migl1t deny a feed
ing tube, intubation, dialysis or more, 
but in Massachusetts you may not 
ask for medication that will end your 
life. In Oregon, Washington, Mon
tana, Vermont and New Mexico, you 
can - with ve1y clear conditions. 

Paglia explained that the pro
posed Death with Digiuty legisla
tion requires that a patient have six 
months or less to live and be capable 
of making the decision. No one else 
can make that decision, she said. The 
law would not allow it. 

Though her father died quickly 
- he was diagnosed in March with 
stage 4 cancer, and died in April 
- Paglia said his suffe1ing was in
creased by fear. "He was imagining 
hon'ible outcomes," she said, "He 
wai1ted control." 

Her dad moved in with her for his 
final weeks, ai1d it was during that 
time that she promised lum she'd do 
what she could to get the legislation 
passed. 

Paglia referenced the recent 
case of Lee Hawkins, ai1 elderly 
N011hainpton resident who simply 
stopped eating and diinking when 
she felt her quality of life was too 
compromised. 

Paglia said, ''Lee's st01y rai1 in 
our local papers, and some people 
now feel that refusing food and wa
ter could function as well as Death 
with Dignity legislation. That may 
work for some people, but for others 
it would simply be cmel." 

Her father, for instance, loved to 
eat, ai1d he was living and dying in 
a home where people were cooking. 
Eating was one of his last pleasures. 
He could not have made the decision 
Lee Hawkins made. 

In 2012, the last time Massachu
setts advocates h'ied to pass Death 
with Dignity legislation, the refer
endum called Question 2 failed by 
about 68,000 votes, a 51 to 49 per
cent defeat. 

At present, Paglia said, there 
ai·e 39 legislators in favor of the 
bill. They includes Steve Kulik (D
Worthington) and Ellen Sto1y (D
Amherst). She encouraged those 
who support Death with Dignity to 
contact their legislators and visit the 
website www.compassionandchoic
es.org for info1mation both locally 
ai1d nationally about this movement. 

The Best Life Possible 
Because they have Alzheimer's 

disease ai1d dementia, Lisa Ahbel's 
patients would not be affected by 
the legislation Paglia is suppo1ting. 
A11bel's po1tion of the progi·ain fo
cused on how healthcai·e decisions 
ai·e made when a person who is ill or 
suffe1ing from dementia caimot ex
press lus or her own wishes. 

Though A11bel did not speak 
against Death with Dignity legisla
tion, she did say that palliative cai·e 
has improved vastly, ai1d the transi
tion from life to death cai1 be man
aged in a calm and loving way, espe
cially when a person has appointed 
a health care proxy and made their 
wishes known. 

But, she said a nmnber of times, 
"People's needs and desires change 
over time, and Advai1ce Directives 
(MOLST Form) need to be revisited 
ai1d revised often and a health cai·e 
proxy must be info1med. 

"A fifty-five-year-old woman 
migl1t want ai1 emergency medical 
teain to do everything in their power 
to save her life if she finds herself in 
the ER. Her MOLST fo1m should 
say so. Her health care proxy needs 
to know how she feels, and that per
son must be able to communicate 
with the doctors. 

"On the other hand, an eigl1ty
three-year-old man migl1t feel differ
ently, conside11ng that past the age of 
eigl1ty, CPR has only a 0 to 5 percent 
success rate," she said. 

How to decide what you wai1t re
quires info1mation and soul seai'Cl1-
ing. Conversations with your doc
tors, reading and reseai'Cl1 will help 
individuals m1derstand the rainifica
tions of all the decisions that must be 
made, Ahbel said. 

She added, "Once you have 
made your choices and filled out the 

,.v,.vw. caringconnections. org 
,.v,.vw.sus tainable-aging. com 
MOLST fo1m information: w,v,v.molst-ma.org 
Health Care Proxy information: wwiv.molst.org/fonns/the
massachusetts-health-care-proxy-Jann 

Books 
Ira Byock M.D, The Best Care Possible: a Physician :S Quest to 
'I'ransfom1 Care Through the End of Life (Ave1y, 2013) 

Jeanne Fitzpati'ick M.D. and Eileen Fitzpati'ick J.D., A Better Way of 
Dying: How to Make the Best Choices at the End of Life (Penguin, 2010) 

Jerome Groopman M.D. and Pamela Haitzband M.D., Your Medical 
Mind: How to Decide What:S Rightfor You (Penguin, 2012) 

Atul Gawande M.D., "What should medicine do when it can't save your 
life?" The New Yorker, August 2, 2010 

MOLST fo1m, make a ton of copies. 
Piint them on b11gl1t pink paper be
cause this is easy to identify. Put one 
in your cai· and another on your re
fi'igerator door. Another option is to 
wear a medical ale1t bracelet." 

For A11bel the goal is to have the 
best life possible until your ve1y last 
breath and that requires choosing the 
right health care proxy and keeping 
your MOLST fo1m up to date. 

She spoke at length about making 
the right choice for the all-impo1tant 
health cai·e proxy. Most people as
smne it should be the closest fainily 
member, she said, but that is not al
ways the case. The people who love 
you the most migl1t feel burdened by 
the job, especially if you do not want 
any exti·eme measures taken to pro-

long your life. 
Ahbel recommended The Conver

sation Project website, w,vw.thecon
versationproject.org, as a resource, 
along with a number of books. 

Both Paglia and A11bel want peo
ple to live full and happy lives and 
know that they have choices when 
and if their quality of life is dimin
ished by pain and suffe1ing. 

If you suppo1t the Death with 
Dignity legislation, Paglia urges 
you to talk to legislators, fi'iends ai1d 
neighbors and ask them to voice their 
supp01t. 

If you wai1t to learn more about 
health care proxies and advance di
rectives, Ahbel provided a number of 
resources and said an online search 
will provide additional information. 

••• ~ 1 .. FRANKLIN COMMUNITY CO-OP 

---P.-==i4•·x;•.-·-1· The co-op is committed to having healthy 
food within everyone's reach----check out 

our new Food For All program where 
SNAP & WIC recipients can recieve 

I 0% off their purchases. 
Stop in for an application. 

Two co-op store locations, 
everyone welcome, 

every day. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose fm;ulalion • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Replacement Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs • Spr,1y Foam I11suJalion 

Call Now for a Fl'ee 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. l-'!obbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

hr!fn1d1oblisre111mMi11g@g111nil.cm11 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box 729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

1:::,:.:;::J 
CHEVRDL.ET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe equJnox Traverse Vans 

p AUL J. SOCQUET 

SERVICE CONSULTANT 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax (413) 774-5746 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arl:Drist 

Tree Climbing Specialist· Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Li~ • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Wil/1 Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COM f, 
\Vendell,MA ~ 

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties',·, v,t, ;...._ 



NOTES FROM THE GMRSD SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Standardized Testing, 
Borrowing for Boilers 

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

TURNERS FALLS - The Gill
Montague school committee held 
its April 14 meeting at Sheffield El
ementa1y. Principal Sharon Moberg 
and several teachers from Sheffield 
attended, giving the committee and 
superintendent an oppo1tunity to 
discuss the recent administration of 
the PARCC tests. 

ing the tests, which were adminis
tered over a period of a week, was 
described as difficult and stressful 
for both teachers and students. One 
teacher mentioned that preparation 
for PARCC ties up all of the technol
ogy in the school for several weeks, 
which has a big impact on the teach
ers' time, and requires planning 
classroom adjustments when the 
computers are not available for reg
ular student work. 

MONTAGUE REPORTER APRIL 23, 2015 

NEW TO TOWN 

Sullivan said those administering 
the test reported no serious problems 
with the technology. Asked how the 
students felt about the difference 
between PARCC, which is taken on 
computers, and the MCAS, teachers 
repo1ted some confusion with the 
"two-part" questions. These ques
tions are presented in two paits, one 
where the answer is more cleai·ly 
right or wrong, the second that re
quires some thought and reflection. 

School committee chair Joyce 
Phillips said she felt the state was 
moving too quickly. The state wants 
teachers to move toward teaching 
critical thinking, she said, but is not 
giving enough time for the children 
to make the transition. 

One of Turners Falls' visiting Peregrine Falcons ergqys the view from the rail on the abandoned Indeck coal silo. 
Great job to our reader Lynn Pelland, who stalked the birds for a week before getting us this shot. 

Capital Expenses the boiler. 

Some students, accustomed to 
questions with "right or wrong" 
answers like on the MCAS, were 
stressed out by the unce1tainty of 
the opinion format, but their teach
ers generally felt that, as students 
become more familiar with it, they 
will be less stressed. 

Two capital projects have been in 
the works for some time at Sheffield 
Elementa1y: replacing the windows, 
and replacing the boiler. 

now says the school district needs 
be the one to bonow the money up 
front. The town will still pay for the 
p01tion of the cost that is not reim
bursable. 

With elections coming up in May, 
three school committee members are 
up for re-election. Leslie Cogswell of 
Montague is seeking another tem1. 
Jennifer Waldron of Gill is nmning 
for another term as a write-in can
didate, having missed the deadline 
to file. Misty Lyons is not seeking 
another te1m, and Christina Postera 
of Turners Falls is seeking to fill the 
seat from Montague. 

mb.e Jmontagu.e 
3&.eport.er 

The school committee approved 
moving fo1ward with both projects 
eai·lier this year with an under
standing that the town of Montague 
would pay for both, because it owns 
the building. 

is seeking writers to cover 
local board meetings. 

Modest compensation and 
editorial guidance provided. 

One teacher said a problem for 
students is that if their answer to the 
first pait is wrong, that affects their 
answer to the second part. 

The amount of time spent on tak-

District business manager Joanne 
Blier told the committee that the 
school district and the town have 

The district would borrow $1 mil
lion dollars for the window project, 
76% of which has been approved for 
reimbursement by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority. The bal
ai1ce, approximately $300,000, will 
be paid off over time in the form of 
an assessment to the town. 

The school committee voted 
been working on this project to- unanimously to approve this, plus 
gether, but the town's bond manager another loan for $125,000 to replace 

The next regular school commit
tee meeting will be held on April 28 
at the Turners Falls High School at 
6:30 pm. 

For information, contact 
(413) 863-8666, or 

editor@ 
montaguereporu1: org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~lfjkf (Jph s,+~! 
I/ The Franklin County CDC J Invites You to the 5th Annual Presentation of 

;, The Haas 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award 

May 21, 2015 6:00- 7:30 p.m. Shea Theater, Turners Falls 
Reception to follow. Everyone welcome! Donation suggested. 

Visit www.fccdc.org or call (413) 774-7204 ext 100 

Sere1tdt; Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

I• Jill Bromberg 
Montague, MA 

seren ityhomeorga n izi ng. com 

413.367.9959 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 97·8~544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or John@solarstoreofgreenfield.com 

BANl(eR'l 

ON-MASS AM ONT 
REALTORS 

e 
IWl...-1e. 
EICI! Offl:e lo~ 

OonedMdOlifflted. 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Office 
(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(+13) 834-152+ uU 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cbumr .. com E-mail 
-l ElmStr.cd, S<>tctlt Dcerfirld. MAOlJ7!i 

www.cbupton-massamont.c• 

■ : •■ - . ■• a' ■ i 
L • ---- - ~ " , 

The Gill TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
·■ i ■' ■·' ■· I 

- - . • • ~ I • • • I I . ' 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering skilled and intentional 
companionship to elders and 
others in the final years of life. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang 

Hospice trained § 
413-834-7569 

COMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I lntegdty I expertise 

CPR certified i:i 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

v.ww.pvsquared.coop PionoorvaleyPhoto\otlllaics 
• •o~k•r•o•n•d c11op••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

OJtice Hours By Appoim.mem 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 

Turners Falls, MA 01376 

Ill AboJt-Face 
413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Computer Solutions 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J .. Koo/kin, D.D.S., EA.C.D. 

JOO Avenue A 
Turners Foils, MA ()/376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.tlrkoolkin.com 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

Family Owned & Operated 
Sewing Turners Falls 1irea for 40 Yenrs 

D1we Argy, Fmnily & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DJNNERSfSALADSf BURGERS 

www.turnarafallsptzza.com 
119 Avenue A, DIPners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

~ 

72 8HArfA1H CONSTRUCTION 
SUPP Y Co. INc. 

"Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ • 4 
omplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete line of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location o,802-579-1800 
529S, Main St, Brattleboro www.shanohonsupply.com 
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By El\ULY ALLING 

TURNERS FALLS - On April 15, a small 
but rapt audience gathered at the Great Falls 
Discovery Center to learn about the Connecti
cut River sho1tnose sturgeon, a federally rec
ognized endangered species whose spawning 
habits may have implications for the regula
tion and relicensing of hydroelectric facilities 
along the river. The event was sponsored by 
the Connecticut River Watershed Council, 
a group that works to protect the watershed 
along the length of the river. 

Also in attendance was a juvenile white 
sturgeon from Idaho, representing genus 
Acipenser. 

Dr. Boyd Kynard, a retired federal fish re
searcher and cmTent owner-manager of Erv
ing-based BK-Riverfish, presented the results 
of over 30 years ofresearch into this sturgeon. 
The sho1tnose sturgeon is an ancient species 
- fossils from the age of dinosaurs closely 
resemble today's fish - found in rivers along 
the North American Atlantic seaboard from 
the Canadian maritimes to the southeastern 
United States. 

Sho1tnose sturgeon can grow to 3 to 4 feet 
in lengtl1 and have a lifespan measured in de
cades. While the fish is abundant in most of 
its rivers with populations in the tens of thou
sands, its numbers are severely restricted in 
the Connecticut (population ~ 1,500) and the 
Menunack (population ~60). In tl1e course of 
researching why this is, Kynard and his group 
uncovered important info1mation about this 
ancient fish and the effects of the hydroelec
tric projects along the Connecticut upon its 

migration and breeding habits. 
Kynard's team set out to detemline wheth

er there are two separate populations of short
nose sturgeon in the Connecticut River - one 
above the Holyoke Dam, where numbers have 
hovered around 325 for the past 30 years, and 
another below the dam, where the population 
approaches 1,000 - or whether the upstream 
and downstream groups comprise a single 
population. 

If the populations were tluly separate, with 
the upsti·eam group effectively landlocked, 
then the relicensing of the Holyoke Hydro
electi·ic Project should be unaffected by ef
forts to prese1ve the species. If, however, there 
was a single population whose migration was 
disrupted by the dam, then regulatory actions 
could come into play. 

After years of tagging and monitoring fish 
between Tumers Falls (the natural northern 
bounda1y of their habitat) and the river's es
tua1y, Kynard's team found that Com1ecticut 
River shortllose sturgeon spawn only near the 
natural rock dam in Tumers Falls, where a 
rocky river bottom and an appropriate fl.ow 
rate combine to create optimal conditions for 
sturgeon eggs to hatch and emb1yos to de
velop. 

In Kynard's words, "Females are pro
grammed to spawn in Montague." 

Fish who make tl1eir way downstream of 
the Holyoke dam are blocked from returning 
upstream and simply do not spawn - except 
for "the odd lady who spawns in Holyoke," 
one of whom is encountered perhaps eve1y 
three years. 

see STURGEON page B4 

1676, Part Two: When 
The River Banks Shook 

By JAMES GILDEA 

BERNARDSTON - The 
native population of Mas
sachusetts had literally been 
''under siege" from other 
tl'ibes for many years before 
tllis war began. Tribes along 
the East Coast, from Mame 
to the Mid-Atlantic colo
nies, were bemg repeatedly 
attacked by the Iroquois Na
tion. The Iroquois routmely 
caiTied out raids as far south 
as Pennsylvania, ai1d as far 
west as Michigan ai1d tl1e 
Ohio Valley. 

For example, in I 664 the 
Iroquois began a war against 
tl1e Susquehanna ti·ibe m 
Pem1sylvania, and by 1676, 
had absorbed them mto their 
inner circle. Dmmg still other 

ventures in tl1e Ohio Valley, 
they routinely slaughtered 
membe1-s of any ti'ibe that op
posed them. 

Local hist01y offers a glar
mg example of their slaugh
ter. In the same yeai· (1664) 
tl1e Iroquois also attacked the 
Pocumtucks, a native people 
livmg neai·by m the Connect
icut River Valley of western 
Massachusetts. During that 
siege, tl1e Pocmntucks were 
almost completely anniliilat
ed; so few Pocmntucks were 
left that they could no longer 
call themselves a tt'ibe. 

A year later, John Pyn
chon ofSp1mgfield contacted 
the few Pocumtucks that re
mamed and offered to pur
chase their tribal lands. The 
Pocumtucks had scattered 

In 1663, the land along the St. Lawrence River st1fered one of 
the most devastating earthquakes in the region} history. 

mto the hills, and Pynchon 
had to seai·ch far and wide to 
find enough ti-ibal members 
to sign a sales agreement. 
That agreement between 
Pynchon and the few remam
ii1g Pocumtucks led to the 
creation of the town of Deer
field. 

The Iroquois Nation com
p11sed a nmnber of affiliated 
tribes, mcludmg the Mo
hawk, Oneida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga, and Seneca. They 
were known as the "people 
of the long houses," and they 
lived in the region around the 
Great Lakes and in southern 
Canada neai· the St. Law
rence River. Raidmg ti'ibes 
often took adolescent girls as 
foture brides for tl1eir young 
braves. 

Why were these no1ihem 
ti·ibes so aggressive? 

Note the date when tl1e 
carnage begai1. .. 1664. 

The yeai· before, m 1663, 
the land along the St. Law
rence River m Quebec sus
tamed one of the most dev
astatii1g ea1thquakes iii that 
region's history. 

But to describe it as 
"devastatmg"doesn'tbeginto 
explain either the magnitude 
or the full significance 
of this event. In fact, the 
many lingermg aftereffects 

see 1676 page B4 

Visit to the Homeland 

By JOE PARZYCH 

GILL- Dm111g their child
hood years, I often told my 
children of my hope of some
day visiting tl1e birthplace of 
my mother and father who 
were born and brought up 
in opposite ends of Poland. 
My mother lived in the Tati·a 
Mountains, the home offierce
ly independent mountaineers, 
poets, writers, musicians, and 
a1tists as well as dissidents, 
remnants of wande1111g ti·ibes 
like the Celts, and other out
casts. My father grew up near 
a national forest in the Rus
sian occupied sector, which 
was once a shallow sea. 

Smee Poland was divided 
into sectors durmg their child
hood, my parents each spoke 
a slightly different dialect. My 
mother grew up m the Aus
ti·o-Hungarian paitition. For 
instance, her te1m for potatoes 
was kartojle, a term b01rnwed 
from the Germans who had 
occupied sections of Poland 
at tunes. My father's term 
for potatoes was ziemnald or 
"fiuit of the earth." For some 
reason, we grew up using the 
te1m kartojle. 

My first-born daughter, 
Deborah, grew up to become 
a consultmg civil engmeer 

By DAVID BRULE 

and decided to take me to Po
land to visit my parents' birth
places. We flew into Wai-saw 
airport with her husband, 
Mike, rented a cai· and toured 
the city. 

When the Gennaiis saw the 
end of WWII commg, they'd 
bombed, shelled, and dyna
mited all of Warsaw. Luck
ily, some musemns and his
toric structures were spared. 
German enginee1-s had large 
holes drilled for the place
ment of dynamite to assure 
many buildii1gs' complete 
destmction, but they ran short 
of dynamite, or time. The city 
was rebuilt as it had been be
fore the wai·. 

Polish contractors often 
used pictures and origmal 
plans found stored m city ar
chives. Some of the buildings 
that smvived the destiuction 
were left standmg with the ef-

fects of shelling still evident 
in what is now known as "The 
Old Town." Much of the Jew
ish ghetto rums were also left 
in place. 

After tourmg Warsaw, we 
set out for the Tau-a. Moun
tams, my mother's home 
place, where the soil is poor, 
the growmg season is sho1t, 
and the wmters long and cold. 
The buildmgs have steep 
alpme roofs to weather the 
heavy snowfall. 

Each house is a work of 
a1t, staitmg from the founda
tio1is which are laid up with 
stones taken from a river bed. 
Each mason vies to build a 
more decorative foundation 
than the other. 

Woodwork is ca1ved 
throughout. Ridge beam are 
decorntively caived before be
ing raised into place. Wooden 

see POLAND page B6 

The author and his daughter Deborah leave Zalesie. 
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Joyful Noise in the 
Spring Morning 

myself. "What happens to you when it snows 
agam? And it will!" 

MILLERS RIVER -April 3. Good Friday One ti·ee swallow, or a dozen, does not tl1e 
dawns as some of the older folks would expect: sp11ng make. 
overcast, ominous, gray with a ti·oubled sky. At Yet the mexorable, mstinctive di'ive in these 
least it's mild, ai1d no rain yet. creatures to wmg 1101th, chasmg the glacier of 

In conti·ast to weather and religion, the yard winter in its retreat, has been goii1g on for more 
overflows with joyful song. ....,...,.,,.....,.....,......,.,,._,___,._......,...,...,,.... __ than 12,000 years. 

More than likely at least il@,J!~~~
1
i'll},l,m-,al,'Ju.Jl.lJ)k'$1fflli@l! I can't hold them back 

forty-five birds are singing '-¾ with my human logic and 
pell-mell: wllite-throated, _ ><::::::::::-- carefully measured tl'avel 
song, ai1d ti·ee spa1rnws put ~ plan for them. 
fo1th vai'ied melodies, juncos These frail, kite-wmged 
twitter, jays yodel, redwings migrants know what they're 
huff up scai-Iet epaulets and domg, and we're glad to hail 
let loose a tI'iumphant oak- them a welcome back. 
a-lee! An alann call suddenly 

Grackles croak and chuck, silences all song. 
nuthatches pipe up with their Hawks have been kllifing 
tm hom call, cardinal chants through the yard all wii1ter, 
cheer-up; robms bob, silent and their kill-spots ai·e now 
and serious for the tune be- uncovered: circles of feath-
ing, over snow patch and diy Song Sparrow ers ai·e exposed where jays 
grass, mallards and black or doves were captured and 
ducks wmg low over the yai·d, quackmg of plumed by these swift-wmged predators. 
com-se, m tl1eir heedless headlong teasmg and Eve1yone listens for the chickadee who 
comtii1g, oblivious to the human below, sitting gave the alann. He whistles the all cleai·, and 
and takmg this all m. song, comtmg ai1d flirting resume. 

This is such a fl.oodii1g chorus of song and 
exuberance after an endless wmter. Titinouse 
flutes, chickadee whistles a limpid, clear 
fee-bee. 

Suddenly a shock ai1d shiver of emotion 
com-ses down my spine: a cloud of ti·ee swal
lows burst through the yai·d m the fo1ty-degree 
grayness. 

"Hey you swallows, are you SURE you 
want to be here already?" I shout silently to 

April 4. Today there's one little voice smg
ing sti·onger than all the others. He seems not 
to stop for a breath, he keeps going on and 
on, about what? Is he singing tl1e Good News 
of sp1111g's resmTection? Is he smging for tl1e 
sheer joy of still beii1g alive after this endless 
winter? 

It would be hard to believe that his is just 

see WEST ALONG page B3 
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Pet of the Week 
Meet Grace. At the height of cat 

fashion, sporting the most amazing, 
long haired coat with diverse colors. 

As you can see, she is ve1y photo-

"GRACE" 

genie and knows a thing or two. 
Grace is a delightful glamor girl 

who cherishes "people time," with 
her human friends. 

She gets along 
with dogs. Having 
her belly rubbed is 
one of her favorite 
pastimes. 

She's always 
ready for a good 
snuggle. Does 
Grace sound like 
the gal for you? 

Contact the 
Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane 
Society at (413) 
548-9898 or at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
April 27 to May I 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Monday4/27 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Tuesday 4/28 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
12:30 p.m. Tech Support appts. 
Wednesday 4/29 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 4/30 
9 a m. Tai Chi 
10:10 am. Tech Tutor 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch & Five Crowns 
Friday 5/1 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 

class free). Senior Lunch- Fridays 
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, tempo

rarily at 18 Pleasant Street, Erv
ing, is open Monday through Fri
day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for 
activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal information 
and reservations. 

For information, call Paula Bet
ters, interim Senior Center Direc
tor, at (413) 423-3649. Transpor
tation can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 4/27 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
IO a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 p.m. Movie & Popcorn 
Tuesday 4/28 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
IO a.m. Cardio Toning 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 4/29 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo & Snacks 
Thursday 4/30 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
IO a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles 
Noon Pitch Card Game 
Friday 5/1 
9 a.m. Bowling 
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Alison and Kari 111ait on customers at the Shar!J Glen. 

Film and Workshop: Latinos in the U.S. 
On Saturday, May 2, from 10 a.m. to 1 p m., the pub

lic is invited to a free workshop on "Latinos in the U.S.: 
Annie is a core trainer with the New Orleans-based 

People's Institute for Survival and Beyond and a found
ing member of the Undoing Racism Organizing Collec
tive of Western MA (UROC). 

Colonization, Diaspora & Racialization," with present
er Annie Rodriguez, at the First Congregational Church 
in Greenfield. This workshop is part of Mass Slavery Apology's 

monthly program series, and is free ( donations welcome). 
Doors open at 9:30 am. To reserve childcare, RSVP 
with number and ages of children to (413) 625-2951 or 
ernail@massslaveryapology.org. First Congregational 
Church is located at 43 Silver Street in Greenfield. 

The workshop will use Juan Gonzalez's film Har
vest of Empire: The Untold Story of Latinos in America, 
along with discussion and questions, to help partici
pants develop a deeper understanding of the realities of 
Latino life in the U.S. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I'm a geezer and I believe 
in herbal products because they 're 
natural and I think you should tell 
your readers how wonderful they 
are. 

I get a kick out of people who are 
big on "natural" and "organic." Poi
son ivy is natural and organic. So is 
cobra venom. 

You have to be very careful when 
you use herbal health products and 
dietary supplements, especially if 
you ai·e a senior. Always consult a 
doctor before taking any of these 
products, which I like to label "al
ternatives." 

These products may not be safe 
if you have cancer, an enlai·ged 
prostate gland, high blood pressure, 
diabetes, glaucoma, heart disease, 
epilepsy, Parkinson disease, psychi
at11c issues, or problems with clot
ting blood, your immune system, 
liver or thyroid. You should be espe
cially cautious about these products 

Natural Cautiousness 
if you ai·e taking drugs that treat any 
of these health problems. 

Alternatives can interfere with 
the way your body should process 
medicine. For example, you may 
not absorb enough of the medicine 
that you need. 

These products can cause dif
ficulties dmmg surgery, including 
bleeding and problems with anes
thesia. You should stop using herbal 
products at least two weeks before 
surgery. 

In the United States, alterna
tives are regulated by the U.S. Food 
and Drng Administration as foods. 
Therefore, they ai·e not held to the 
same standai·ds as medicines whose 
manufacturers must prove they are 
safe and effective. 

These products can also contain 
ingredients that aren't on the label. 
That bottle of natural elixir on the 
shelf could contain plant pollen, ste
roids, ai·senic, lead and pesticides. 

The active ingredients in many 
of these products ai·e unknown. In 
fact, because alternatives are not 
held to tough standards, you may 
even consume more or less of the 
supplement than what the label tells 
you you're taking. 

Well, you ask, these products 
must be standardized in some way, 
right? The fact is that, in the United 
States, there is no legal definition of 

"standardized" for supplements. 
There ai·e hm1dreds of alterna

tives on the shelves that claim they 
will help you feel better in a vai·iety 
of ways. However, the advertising 
claims usually ai·en't backed by re
liable information. 

Some of the most popular alter
natives include chondr·oitin, echina
cea, ephedr·a, garlic, ginkgo biloba, 
ginseng, glucosamine, kava, mela
tonin, black cohosh, saw palmetto 
and St. John's wort. 

These alternatives may have ad
ditional effects that the manufactur
ers don't always tell you about. Here 
are some side effects you should 
know about: 

• If you are sensitive to aspi1111, 
don't take black cohosh because it 
contains salicylates. Black cohosh 
is used for menopausal symptoms. 
Aspirin or acetylsalicylic acid is a 
drug in the family of salicylates. 

• If you have a shellfish allergy, 
you may also be allergic to glucos
amine. Glucosamine is taken for 
arth11 tis. 

•Don't drink alcohol if you take 
kava products. Kava can increase 
the effects of alcohol. Kava is used 
to calm your nerves. 

If you would like to 
ask a question, write to 

fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
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152 Avenue A 
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WEST ALONG from page B1 

some instinctive, ho1monal song to 
impress a mate in a simplistic drive 
to prese1ve the species, to replace 
himself before dying. No, this little 
guy is happy! This song sparrow is 
singing out of joy. He's reminding us 
we have come through it all, and he 
wants the world to know. 

April 10. The yard is still full of 
song. Other people out and about in 
the morning have noticed the joy
ful singing also. We all agree there's 
something different about this year. 
It rains at 7 am and the birds sing, it 
snows a wet white blanket and they 
sing even louder! 

Our good fortune has been that 
more than a dozen song spairows have 
lingered in the yard for more than two 
weeks. Perhaps some cold front is hold
ing them up, but regardless, they're still 
here. So what's the msh? 

It snowed the day before 
yesterday, so they stick around, 
scratch in the do1mant gai·den ai1d 
sing their fool heads off. The tree 
spa1rows and juncos can only twitter 
compai·ed to the little Caiuso or 
Pavai·otti aimouncing love, and the 
joy to be alive for at least one more 
springtime! 

April 17. h1 the early evening, the 
hillsides of the deep oxbow across 
the river are in a rosy hue as the sun 
begins to go down. 

There's the faint suggestion of 

stining life in the reddish buds of the 
maples that spread across the bowl
shaped cirque that fonns my horizon. 
Eiratic birch tmnks glow white in the 
pink blush of the setting sun. The 
glow soon will tum to yellow, then 
orange to blue in the oblique rays of 
the end of the day. 

Redwings think about their mai-sh 
roost across the river. Their females 
have begun ai11ving, sevei·al weeks 
after the males. 

These rakish gentlemen 1'ise up and 
wing their way to their home ten'ito1y 
in yonder oxbow. 

The 11ver rushes loud in the dusk, 
white water still flashing ai1d stream
ing, but less today than yesterday. 

The spairow lotha110 pipes a few 
notes, but he has fewer competitors 
this evening. The cai·dinal clan will 
an'ive, the last to visit the yard for a 
late evening meal. The bats ai·e due 
in around 8:05, later and later as the 
day grows longer. Now there's a cool 
blue sky, it'll be a chill night, but no 
one cai·es. 

Below in the pond the frogs are 
going a-comtin', splashing and jos
tling in their mating frenzy. The 
peepe1-s call in their silver voices, in 
memory of all our elders who passed 
on this year. 

Who knows who the wood frogs 
sing for with their cacophonic quacks 
and guttural chucks? 

I shall have to inquire when I get 
around to it! u 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Publishers Clearing House Tries New Tack; 

Locked Gates on Plains a Hazard 
Monday, 4113 

1 :55 a.m. Caller reports 
that he was driving on 
Avenue A at 1:16 a.m. and 
observed a group of 10 or 
so people dressed in black 
robes; several parties had 
helmets or hats on, and 
one may have had a gun. 
Officer checked area; un
able to locate. 
8:06 a.m. Several reports 
of a pedestrian struck by 
a vehicle at Seventh Street 
and Avenue A Victim later 
came to station to report the 
accident. He has a bruise on 
his hip but does not believe 
that he needs medical at
tention. Report taken. 
12:34 p.m. Sunrise Tenace 
resident reports that for 
the past year someone has 
been ringing her doorbell 
2-3 times a week around 2-

3 a.m. When party opens 
the door, no one is there. 
Advised to call immediate
ly when this happens. 

Greenfield PD to check a 
Fourth Street residence 
for a party suspected in the 
theft of products from a 
Greenfield salon yesterday. 
Officers spoke with party's 
father, who offered to make 
restitution to the salon for 
the items. GPD notified. 
1:18 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls High School 
received a report of a stu
dent driving recklessly in 
the parking lot last week; 
vehicle was seen "play
ing chicken" with another 
vehicle, and legs and feet 
were observed hanging 
out of the ,vindows. Call 
placed to owner of vehicle, 
who advised that his son 
was the driver. Father and 
son will take care of mat
ter in tern ally. 
1:21 p.m. Permitted burn 
reported to be getting 
out of control at Green
field Road and Randall 
Road. TFFD notified and 
responded. Burn extin
guished. 

1': 12 p.m. Caller advises that 
she received a phone call 
from a male claiming to be 
with Publishers Clearing 
House. Caller hung up and 
then called back and told 
male, "I know you're not 
from Publishers Clearing 
House; what do you think I 
am? Stupid?" Male replied 
''Yes!" and threatened to 
bomb caller's house. Caller 
later came to station to 
speak with an officer. 
Thursday, 4116 

9:00 a.m. Report of illegal 
dumping of mattresses on 
Millers Falls Road. Inves
tigated. 
7:32 p.m. Caller wishes to 
have on record that while 
riding his motorcycle 
near Unity and Prospect 
Streets, he was cut off by 
a China Gourmet delivery 
driver, who nearly caused 
an accident. Caller also 
complained to restaurant. 
Friday, 4/I '7 

7:09 a.m. Report of 
trespassing on East Main 
Street. Referred to an 
officer. 

tagged and tal,en to PD for 
owner to pick up. 
11: 19 p.m. Neighbor dis
turbance on Eleventh 
Street. Officer requested 
Medcare for a female with 
possible injuries; check
ing area for involved party 
who left prior to officers' 
arrival. 
Sattu·day, 4/I 8 

1:09 a.m. Complaint of 
people playing basketball 
at Unity Park. Officer ad
vised parties that 1 a.m. is 
not the best time to play 
basketball. 
8:39 a.m. Caller spoke with 
party on Sixth Street re
gai·ding items that had 
spilled out of party's ve
hicle due to the excessive 
amount of trash in it. Par
ty advised to clean up the 
items that spilled out. 
12:1'2 p.m. Report of sus
pected drug activity on 
Fourth street; logged. 
1:31' p.m. Caller follow
ing up regarding ongoing 
drug activity on T Street. 
Caller connected to detec
tive' s voicemail. 

The Great Falls Discovery Center 

12:38 p.m. Caller from 
Grove Street reports that 
she saw a deceased dog 
wrapped in a tarp near her 
home; she is concerned 
that this is not a proper 
burial for a dog. Refened 
to animal control officer. 
2:50 p.m. Report of sus
picious person walking 
around Unity Parle Male, 
unknown race, wearing 
jeans but no shirt, carry
ing a compound bow.; may 
have climbed a tree at one 
point. Last seen leaving 
park in a black sedan driv
ing toward F.L. Roberts. 
Unable to locate. 

1:26 p.m. Report of ongo
ing thefts from a store on 
Federal Street. Advised of 
options. 
5:50 p.m Caller reports that 
he observed a white female 
throw a trash bag out of a 
vehicle near Lake Pleasant 
Road then drive away. Re
fened to an officer. 

9: 11' a.m. Caller from Cen
tral Street reports that 
parties were working on a 
motorcycle in a small shed 
on the property last night. 
Parties left engine running 
while they worked; caller 
is concerned that this 
could present a fire hazard. 
Refened to TFFD, who 
responded to residence to 
investigate. 

charged with assault and 
battery (domestic); stran
gulation or suffocation; 
and assault and battery. 
Sunday, 4</ 19 

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - The Great 
Falls Discove1y Center, located at 2 
Avenue A, has been open since 2004. 
The Center has public displays that 
show the natural, cultmal and indus
trial hist01y of the Co1mecticut River 
watershed. 

There ai·e butterfly gardens, native 
plants, and an open lawn where peo
ple can learn about things like nature. 

Leaining is done through special 
educational programs and activities 
for children and adults. 

The recent Jmassic Road show 
helped pa1ticipants get to know the 
fossils, rocks, and dinosaur in our 
area. The stated purpose is to "sup
po1t and enl1ance the Great Falls Dis
cove1y Center ai1d the Connecticut 
River Watershed." 

A group called the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discove1y Center con
sists of volunteers who aim to foster 
public use and enjoyment of the cen
ter, the park and the refuge, and who 
put on fundraisers for the suppo1t 
of free programs. These fundraisers 
include a monthly live music event, 
with coffee to wa1m up the room. 

They also educate the public 
about unique features of the Silvio 
0. Conte National Fish & Wildlife 
Refuge and the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Connecticut River 
Greenway State Park, the sponsors 
of the Discove1y Center. 

Doug Clai·k, a recreation facility 
supe1visor at the Connecticut River for 
ten years, says he guesses the Friends 
of Great Falls Discoveiy Center have 
been around for ten years. 

When it comes to his thoughts 
on the job of conse1vation and ways 
to educate people about the topics, 
Clark says, "People who have never 
visited the center before are taken by 
surprise at how beautiful a center it 
is. I think the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center excels at educating the public 
using displays and natural sounds of 
various habitats present through the 

Connecticut River Valley, as well as 
through the mai1y prograins offered 
to the public ai1d school groups that 
help show people just how imp01tant 
these habitats are and to let the pub
lic know what it takes to keep these 
habitats ready." 

He states that the Discove1y Cen
ter is "a paitnership between the De
partment of Conservation and Rec
reation, and the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Se1vice." He thinks of 
this paitnership as the purpose of the 
center, which he calls an "eco-tom'ist 
destination." 

Clark says he believes conse1va
tion is impo1tant because "without 
conservation of wildlife and plants, 
more and more species of ailimals 
and plants that were once plentiful 
will be endangered to the point of 
extinction." 

As an example of that, Clai·k says, 
"hl our own area here in Massachu
setts, it was a rare sight after 1930 to 
see a turkey in the wild. This decline 
in nmnbers was due to habitat loss 
from lai1d settlement and cleating 
during the 1800s. The state's restora
tion effo1ts through the last 50 years 
have restored the turkeys' nmnbers 
to a point that they are seen through
out the state." 

Upc01ning events that are put on 
by the center include a conceit called 
"All Cooped Up" by a group called 
The Coopsters, pait of a series for 
preschoolers led by Jai1el Nockleby 
where stories are told, activities are 
done, ai1d crafts are created. 

The Coopste1-s do special perfor
mances each sp1ing at the center. 
One pait is connected to eai·ly signs 
of sp1ing. Another pait of the series 
has to do with bird migration. 

Doug Clark has strongly stated 
the importance of conservation, and 
how well the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center does the job of it. The Cen
ter's quality is likely to continue for 
years to come. 

See www.greatfallsdi.scoverycen
ter.org for more inf01mation. 

1':13 p.m. Suspected drug 
activity reported on Avenue 
A. Referred to an officer. 
5:1'3 p.m. Report of ongo
ing problem with trespass
ing by neighbor on Union 
Street. Advised of options. 
7:34 p.m. Report of brush 
fire on Turners Falls Road. 
Officer advises that MCFD 
had to breal, through a 
locked set of gates into the 
plains to gain access. Con
tact made with owners of 
gates, who will make sure 
that the police and fire 
chiefs get keys for them. 
9:06 p.m. Report of assault 
on Wrightson Avenue: 
several parties report
edly showed up at a house 
and attacked a pregnant 
21 year old female. Offi
cers checking Park Street 
for involved parties. One 
female and the victim re
fused medical transport. 
Investigated. 
Tuesday, 4114 

9:52 a.m. Caller from Ever
source reports that they 
received a call from one of 
their techs who is enroute 
to a Park Street apartment 
to shut off service; tenant 
reportedly threatened to 
"punch him in the face." Is
sue resolved without police 
intervention. 
11:20 a.m. Report of 
flames visible from the 
rear of a building on Park 
Street. TFFD notified. 
12:30 p.m. Request from 

6:1'5 p.m. Report of ongo
ing property boundary dis
pute on Greenfield Road. 
Advised of options. 
10: 18 p.m. Caller following 
up on previously reported 
situation. Party has "stuff" 
stored at caller's barn, in
cluding a trailer with a 
bathtub on it. Party was 
supposed to gather be
longings this evening, but 
has not shown up. Caller 
requests extra patrols to 
watch for male party at 
this location. Party's vehi
cle described as a blue "hot 
rod" Ford truck. Refened 
to an officer. 
Wednesday, 4115 

9: 11 a.m. Oil spill reported 
at Montague City Road 
and Avenue A. DPW sand
ed area and placed "slow" 
signs for traffic. 
1:50 p.m. Motorist reports 
that she was nearly hit by 
a vehicle that was trying 
to avoid three parties on 
skateboards coming down 
Unity Hill. Officer spoke to 
several youths in area, who 
denied involvement. 
2:33 p.m. Report of larce
ny at Farren Care Center. 
Report taken. 

11 :01' a.m. Report of sus
picious auto without plates 
parked in the Powertown 
lot behind Fourth Street for 
approximately one week. 
Referred to an officer. 
1':28 p.m. Officer helped 
lost tractor-trailer unit 
make its way back to Hill
side Plastics and assisted 
with traffic while vehicle 
turned around on Millers 
Falls Road. 
1':64 p.m. Car vs. horse acci
dent on Turners Falls Road. 
Vehicle damaged; horse 
walked away. Caller stated 
that two horses came run
ning across the road "like 
in the movies." Responding 
officer found operator not 
to be at fault. Will follow 
up with horse owner. 
7:46 p.m. Caller from High
land Street reports that her 
husband lent a planer to a 
male party in Florence, 
who is now refusing to re
turn it. Officer attempted 
to contact male party; he 
already had Northampton 
PD on scene. Item will be 

12: 11 a.m. Caller reports 
that there has been a large 
group of people in the al
ley behind St. lfazimierz 
yelling and screaming for 
the past 20 minutes. 

was arrested 
on a default warrant; of
ficers attempted to figure 
out transportation home 
for other parties. 
3: 11 p.m. Report of male 
party walking on the rail
ing of the Turners Falls
Gill Bridge. Two parties 
located; believed to be 
same males that were dealt 
with previously for same 
issue. Parties reportedly 
just "dropped their pants" 
to officer. 

arrested and charged with 
disorderly conduct, subse
quent offense. 
10:02 p.m. Caller reports 
that from his backyard on 
Fifteenth Street, he can 
see flames near the high 
tension lines by the river 
bank. Officer and firefight
ers located group of high 
school kids with campfire. 
Fire extinguished and par
ties sent on way. 
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STURGEON from page B1 

When researchers helped fish 
from the downstream population 
over the dam, allowing them to 
return to Montague, the sturgeon 
did, indeed, spawn near the rock 
dam. 

The researchers thus established 
that there is a single population of 
sho1tnose sturgeon in the Connecti
cut River: vi1tually all of the down
stream fish were born upstream, and 
the presence of the Holyoke Dam 
inhibits the growth of the sturgeon 
population by preventing the down
stream fish from returning to their 
spawning grounds. 

The chances of the tiny upstream 
spawning population of 325 or so 
sturgeon sustaining itself over the 
next several decades are, accord
ing to Kynard, "practically zero." If 
sho1tnose sturgeon are to remain in 
the Connecticut River, it is essential 
that the downstream sturgeon are 
able to return upstream to Montague 
to spawn. 

The fishway at the Holyoke Dam 
lifts primarily shad and other spe
cies that tend to migrate upstream 
en masse in the spring. While the 
occasional sturgeon does enter the 
fish lift and make its way upstream, 
by the time most of them get around 
to migrating to their spawning 
grounds (usually in the summer or 
fall), the lift has stopped operating 
for the year. 

In addition to preventing fish 
from returning upstream to spawn, 
the Holyoke Dam presents a hazard 
to fish moving downstream, who can 
end up being diverted into the canals 
and eventually into the turbines that 
generate electricity, where some fish 
meet an untimely end. "The larger 
the fish, the higher the mo1tality. 
That is the way it is with turbine 
m01tality," explained Kynard. 

As a result of these findings, the 
operators of the Holyoke Dam have 
been charged with making changes 
at the Robert E. Bal1'ett Fishway 
to facilitate both the upstream and 
downstream passage of this endan
gered species. The fishway at the 
Holyoke Dam will remain closed to 
the public this summer as this work 
is completed. 

Even with improvements in 
Holyoke, however, serious threats 
to the sturgeon population remain in 
their upstream habitat. The natural 
spawning grounds of the sturgeon 
lie in the section of the Connecti
cut River that se1ves, in effect, as a 
bypass for the Turners Falls canal, 
through which most river water is 

diverted. Low water levels and in
sufficient flow rates in the bypass 
area can deter sturgeon from spawn
ing near the rock dam. 

A secondary spawning area is 
located just outside of the overflow 
gates through which excess water 
spills over from the end of the canal 
into the river. 

This area is subject to sudden 
large mshes of water due to releases 
from the Northfield Mountain res
e1voir that are dive1ted through the 
canal. These powerful surges can 
wash away the sturgeon eggs and 
embryos that lie on and under the 
rocks on the river floor on the other 
side of the overflow gates. 

Kynard, who described him
self as "a friend to the fish" but no 
foe of industiy, opined that at least 
a partial solution to this problem 
could be as simple as diverting wa
ter c01ning from N01thfield into the 
river bypass rather than into the ca
nal during prime spawning times for 
sturgeon. 

Near the end of the presentation, 
Kynard revealed that our Connecti
cut River shortnose sturgeon are 
demonsti·ably genetically distinct 
from those in other rivers of North 
America. 

Sho1tnoses from the rivers of the 
southern U.S. can be grouped to
gether genetically, as can those from 
Maine and the Maritimes, but our 
population stands out as unique. 

The cmTent licenses for both the 
Turners Falls Hydroelecti·ic Proj
ect and the No1thfield Mountain 
Pmnped Storage expire in 2018. 
FirstLight, the operator of both fa
cilities, must apply to the Federal 
Energy Regulato1y Commission for 
relicensing by April 2016. 

Because licenses are valid for 30-
50 years, the period leading up to re
licensing presents a rare opportunity 
to present evidence that could affect 
the operations of these facilities. 

The Connecticut River Watershed 
Council (CRWC) is closely monitor
ing and providing feedback during 
the early stages of the relicensing 
process, during which the effects of 
the facilities upon the ecology of the 
river are studied. Interested readers 
can learn more about the CRWC at 
www.ctriver.01g. 

Beer drinkers who feel kindly 
towards the sturgeon may want to 
keep an eye out for the People's 
Pint's Sh01tnose Stout, available 
throughout western Massachusetts; 
a po1tion of the proceeds from sales 
of this brew are donated to 111!11■ 
theCRWC. all 
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of the quake of 1663 along the St. 
Lawrence for much of America's 
subsequent Colonial histo1y, in
cluding that of Franklin County. 

Intense shaking along the St. 
Lawrence River in 1663 began on 
Febmary 5, the coldest time of year, 
and a wanning fire would have been 
burning inside the homes of these 
n01them tribes. The "people of 
the long houses" built their homes 
in the shape of today's "Quonset 
huts," and many were large enough 
to house 50 or more occupants. 

The roof was covered with elm 
or birch bark, and at the height of 
shaking many "long houses" ei
ther collapsed or were consumed 
by fire; many native people were 
rendered homeless and cast into the 
bitter cold of a Canadian winter. 

Jesuit missiona1y scribes in 
Quebec at the time wrote about 
this quake in rather lurid te1ms. 
The shaking lasted for at least 
one half-hour. That's incredible! 
A quake in the Atlantic in 1755 
that lasted for only 8 minutes still 
completely destroyed the city of 
Lisbon, Po1tugal, and even top
pled buildings in Spain. 

The San Francisco ea1thquake of 
1906 was also short-lived; in barely 
45 seconds of shaking it destroyed 
more than 28,000 buildings and left 
the city in flames. 

In 1663, the aftershocks also 
seemed unending; the earth shook 
for seven months, from F ebmruy till 
August, and a few aftershocks were 
almost as large as the first quake. 
For a detailed discussion of this 
quake, check out heritagetoronto. 
org. In that site's search window 
look for the "1663 ea1thquake." 

Although it's difficult to accu
rately assess the magnitude of any 
quake that happened long ago, it 
was estimated to be 7.5 or higher 
- a "major" quake. But that figure 
might be low; magnitude estimates 

alone do not begin to explain what 
happened in this event. 

When the shaking finally end
ed, thousands of acres of forest 
along the St. Lawrence River had 
vanished. Where great forests had 
stood there were only empty fields 
that seemed freshly plowed. Many 
trees were buried so deeply that 
only their topmost branches were 
visible. Other trees were bur
ied upside down, with just their 
roots protmding from the ground. 
Springs either stopped flowing 
or were so fouled with sulfurous 
odors that their water was undrink
able. Many small rivers ran with a 
yellow or red color. 

Fissures created during the quake 
seemed like bottoinless abysses 
whose depths couldn't be plumbed 
Whole mountains had vanished; 
they ended up in the St. Lawrence 
River, which had become so defiled 
with mud and muck it seemed that 
one could walk across it. 

Wate1falls near the river that 
previously had a great height were 
brought low. Two mountains, with 
all their forests, ove1tumed into the 
river; one was quickly eroded while 
the other became a small island. In 
this muck and mire, white beluga 
whales that had been trapped by the 
mud gave voice to their distress, 
filling the air with a most pitiful 
bellowing. 

The Heritage Toronto website 
notes that fields of "thousands of 
arpents" had become utterly bare, 
where a sh01t time before there 
were only forests. (The area repre
sented by an "arpent" depends on 
who - and when - you asked. In 
the modem era it is about an acre. 
Some older references describe it 
as either 4.5 or 2.5 acres. By any 
measure, "thousands of arpents" is 
still a large land area.) 

At the "Pointe aux Allouettes," 
a place with lots of birds more than 
50 miles from the quake's epicen-
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ter, an entire forest had become de
tached from the land, and slid into 
the river, where it offered a view of 
great trees, tall and straight, which 
appear to have grown in the river 
overnight. 

Some lakes completely disap
peared, while others sprang into 
being. 

These descriptions were those 
offered by the Jesuit missionaries 
of the time, and they're all part of 
the sto1y to be fom1d on the Heri
tage Toronto website. 

During the shaking, a land area 
that might have been as large as the 
town of Bernardston was swept into 
the river. However m1believable 
that might seem, the numbers tell 
the story. Bernardston has an area of 
about 23 square miles, roughly 4.6 
by 5 miles. At 640 acres per square 
mile, this equals 14,720 acres. 

That's the acreage of Ber
nardston, which is home to many 
thousands of animals, large and 
small. 

In the wake of a snowy win
ter, for example, hundreds of deer 
come out of the woods in spring to 
dine on the weeds growing in an el
evated 200+ acre pasture near the 
town's center. 

The northern bank of the St. 
Lawrence is hundreds of meters 
above the river. During the past ice 
age, that area was scraped down to 
bedrock by glaciers that might have 
been a mile or two thick. The top
soil that suppo1ted the forests along 
the St. Lawrence has never been 
tel1'ibly deep since then. 

The shaking loosened thousands 
of acres of loosely held topsoil and 
dumped it into the St. Lawrence, 
taking with it many animals on 
which the native people of the re
gion had come to depend. 

The carnage along the St. Law
rence in 1663 can only be 
imagined. n 

ILOO~@~ 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Here :S the way it was April 23, 
2005: News from the Montague Re
po1ter's archive. 

Raw Sewage in the 
Connecticut River 

Sewer users will see their rates 
rise by two-thirds within five years 
if they are forced to foot the entire 
bill for planned improvements to 
the town's sewer lines and waste
water pollution control facility. 

Improvements will cost the 
town $5.7 million, raising an aver
age sewer user's annual bill from 
$350 to $570 by the year 2010. 

The town is under notice from 
the state and federal Environmen
tal Protection Agency to col1'ect 
ongoing violations of the Clean 
Water Act resulting from the dis
charge of raw sewage directly to 
the Connecticut River at two com
bined sewer overflow (CSO) loca
tions in Turners Falls and one in 
Montague City. 

Town planner Robin She1man 
commented, "We can't be dis
charging sewage into the Con
necticut River. But it is completely 
inappropriate to finance (the entire 
cost of the improvements) through 
the sewer rates." 

Downtown Sp1ing Cleanup 

There will be a downtown Sp1ing 
Cleanup this Saturday in Tm11ers 
Falls. Interested residents and indi
viduals will be meeting at the comer 
of Avenue A and Third Sti·eet at I 0 
am. 

The group will begin on Third 
Sti·eet as the Highway department 
has recently cleaned up Avenue A. 
The cleanup will include trash pick
up, weeding, sweeping, and raking. 

If possible, pa1ticipants should 
bring gloves, rakes, brooms and wa
ter. The cleanup will continue m1til 
at least Noon on Saturday. 

The cleanup is in honor of Eaith 
Day, April 22nd, and in prepara
tion for the Great Falls Alt Fest on 
Saturday, April 30 and the Arts & 
Blooms Studio Tours on April 30 
and May I. 

We would like the downtown 
to look as good as possible for the 
Crabapple Blossom Festival which 
mns from April 30 to May 7. 

Operation Slow Burn 

Northwestern disti'ict attorney 
Elizabeth D. Scheibe! announced 
on Wednesday, April 20th, the com
pletion of Operation Slow Bmn, a 
large-scale undercover narcotics 

operation in the towns of Greenfield 
and Montague involving more than 
60 defendants. 

The operation was developed by 
Greenfield police chief David Guil
bault and Montague police chief 
Ray Bukowski and staff sergeant 
Ga1y Billings, at the direction of 
Greenfield mayor Christine Forgey 
and Montague selectboard chair Pat 
Allen. 

These officials believe street lev
el drug dealing leads to increased 
assaults, robbe11es, burglaries, and 
larcenies, as well as a negative im
pact on the public's use of business 
and town facilities. 

Undercover officers made mul
tiple hand-to-hand purchases from 
64 individuals in Greenfield and 
Montague, involving heroin, crack 
and powder cocaine, oxycontin, 
mushrooms, and ma11juana. 

The planning and execution of 
the operation involved more than 
I 00 law enforcement personnel. 

The operation was directed 
by Sgt. John Newton, Sgt. Joe 
Burge, and detective Kevin Row
ell of the Greenfield police depait
ment, detective Lee Laster of the 
Montague police depa1tment, and 
Massachusetts state police officer 
Chris Wilcox. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

Charon Art 
CV1s1onary crattoo 

Open '\Vecl-Sat J 1-7 
J, l 3-G7 G-91 J,6 

'"'vw.Charo111\rt.c-om 
107 Ave. A, T"tm1ers Falls MA. 

Conned1ng people to themselves through tattoos 

\Y4nlfi'l;l#Z· 
_...-,\_)- Sii«e 1910 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Leverett Library Spanish Con
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EXHIBITS: 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Trash to Trea
sure. Artwork created with trash 
from the Connecticut River 
watershed by regional artists. 
Through 5/27. Details at www. 
tu rnersfa I ls rive rcu ltu re. org 

Avenue A Storefront Galleries, 
#106-#112 Avenue A: Installa
tions of work by Paul Root and 
Julianne Jones, video by aritsts 
from Millers Falls Arts 
Bridge. Through 5/13. 

Nina's Nook, Turners 
Falls, Promenade of 
Shoes - Belinda Lyons 
Zucker. Paper shoes and 
diorama box shrines by 
Belinda Lyons Zucker 
and paintings by Nina 
Rossi. Work on display 
4/2 to 5/2/15. 

Deerfield Arts Bank, Deer
field: Black and White 
and Read All Over, group 
exhibit 4/16-5/17. 

Deerfield Academy, von 
Auersperg Gallery, Deer
field: The Art is the Cloth: 

Montague Center Library: Music A Series of Reflections. 
and Movement with Tom Carroll Weavers from Canada, 
& Laurie Davidson. Children and Mexico and the US ex
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. plore tapestries that call 
The Pioneer Tavern (Formerly attention to themselves 
The Rt.63 Roadhouse), Millers as cloth. Through 4/30. 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. Sawmill River Arts, Mon-
EVERY FRIDAY tague: Work by Marie 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour, stories and a hands-on 
craft project. 10 a.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

Welch, 4/1-4/30 

Barnes Gallery, Lever-
ett Crafts & Arts: Will Sieruta, 
Mixed Media Paintings, through 
5/31. Opening Reception: Sun
day May 10, 4-6 p.m. 

CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS: 

Seeking Water Dancers for Ri
versong May 16, Turners Falls. 
You will need stamina for a full 
day: co-creating and rehears
ing and then performing the 
ceremony after the sun sets 
that night. Dancers arrive by 
2:30 pm so we can begin at 
3:00 p.m. We will be using il
luminated hula hoops for the 
dance so it would be helpful if 
you know how to use one. Call 
Phyllis (413.369.9985) to RSVP 
by May 1. 

Drummers Desired for River
song May 16, Turners Falls. 
Drummers arrive by 3:00 p.m. 
on the afternoon of the event. 
Please bring a drum. Contact 
Ricardo (ricardofrota3@gmail. 
com) to RSVP. 
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Seeking Cool Cats for a special 
feline feature at Nina's Nook 
in Turners Falls June-July 
2015! Fantastical, floppy, funny, 
frumpy, foolish, just let the fur 
fly for this show of fine art and 
craft. Also seeking practical 
cat items such as treats, toys, 
collars, etc. Interested consign
ors please contact Nina Rossi, 
naban@verizon.net (413) 834-
8800. www.ninasnook.com 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 

Augusta Savage Gallery, UMass: 
Max Armen, The Origin of Line, 
Opening Reception 5 p.m. 
Through May 7. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Maris Otter, 
Folk/Rock by Alyssa Kelly & Jen 
Spengla, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 

Asparagus Valley Pottery Trail. 
Franklin County. Visit local pot
tery studios on this annual tour. 
For details see www.apotterytrail. 
com. Saturday and Sunday. 

Homegrown Coffeehouse, Tem
ple Isreal, Greenfield: The Funny 
Side of the Street with Christine 
Lavin and Don White. A night 
of comedy unlike any other. $ 7 
p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Si
erra Leone Refugee All Stars, 
Fundraising performance to ben
efit humanatarian aid in Sierra 
Leone. $ 7 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Irma La 
Douce performed by Arena Civic 
Theatre, opening performance, $ 
8 p.m. 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Prester John: Guitar, Mandolin, 
Vocals. Django meets Stravinsky 

ArtJvork f?y Mmtha Broutve1; pmt of the group exhibit "Black and White 
and Read All Over" at the Deerfield Arts Bank through Mqy 17. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24 

The Bing Arts Center, Spring
field: lndie Rock Show with Mark 
Schwaber, Wishbone Zoe and 
Crowrider. $ 8 p.m. 

Academy of Music, Northamp
ton: Heather Maloney CD Re
lease with Suitcase Junket, $ 8 
p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Irma La 
Douce performed by Arena Civic 
Theatre, opening performance, $ 
8p.m. 

Montague Book Mill, Montague: 
Ray Mason, $ 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Holly May and special guest The 
Gypsy Lights. Holly May is pop 
singer/songwriter from Char
lemont who tried out on "The 
Voice." 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Automatic 
Slim, Chicago-style blues, 9 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
BackltUp presents No Requests, 
9:30 p.m. 

at Frank Zappa's pool cabana. 8 
p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Reprobate 
Blues Band, 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Rick Murnane. Smart songwrit
ing, articulate guitar playing. 2:30 
p.m. 

Montague Congregational 
Church, Montague. Ayrecraft 
performs a benefit concert fea
turing lute song of the Elizabe
than period and early Scottish 
ayres. $ 3 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Shel
don, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Irma La 
Douce performed by Arena Civic 
Theatre, opening performance, $ 
8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 27 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls, No
ra's Stellar Open Mic, 8 p.m. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 30 

Deerfield Arts Bank, Deerfield: 
"Share a Read" Come read three 
pages from a favorite book or 
other work to share. 6 p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
City of Four, jazz quartet. $ 8 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, MAY 1 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Drew Patton's 1940s Hit Parade, 
7p.m. 

Bing Arts Center, Springfield: Jim 
Kaminski, legendary Valley blues 
and rock guitarist. $ 8 p.m. 

t~J.J\ rK1J 
The Brick House 

CO.MMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

We are seeking 1 or 2 people 
willing to donate 1 or 2 large 
pizzas for our monthly Youth 

Opportunities for Leadership & 
Organizing (YOLO) meetings. 

Please rail 863-9559 
to donate pizza. 
THA~KYOL"! 

www.btickhousecommuniry.org 
413-863-9576 

FRI 4/23 FREE 
Backitup Presents 

NO REQUESTS 
(ho\ jams you've never heard) 

SAT 4/24 9:30 $3 
noshow 

SUN 4/25 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

MON 4/26 8pm FREE 
Nora's Stellar 

Open Mic Cabaret 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. MA 
REIDE1VDUSTFMA.C0M 
TEL:413·863-Z866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

10.::: _,.., Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving Ille Area for ove1 25 years Certified• Bonded• /nsurptf 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Monlaguc S1rce1 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fox 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

~ 

• • 
. . !,j .. 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863· 4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment~ 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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POLAND from page 81 

ceilings are also decorated with 
carvings of birds and flowers. 

Fireplaces laid up with brook 
stones are aITanged in an origi
nal floral pattern. Each house has 
a wrought iron fence around the 
property, no two alike in their deco
rative design. 

enough for us to go for a swim, 
though it was definitely not a tour
ist mecca. Some Russian soldiers at 
a checkpoint were downright hos
tile, and we did not tany. 

We drove on in our rental car to 
a good sized town with an upscale 
restaurant. Debbie brnshed her hair 
and fixed her lipstick before going 
in. A waitress, dressed in a nice uni
form with a little white apron sport
ing rnffied trim, seated us, and left. 
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there's a Polish hotel right across 
the road, just a short distance 
away."The doonnan marched up 
to the desk and began to berate the 
clerk. 

"What's the matter with you, 
taking these good countlymen's 
money? A month's pay you'll be 
charging. Robbe1y, I say. Half the 
night's gone and just across the 
road they can get a few hours' sleep 
without paying a ransom." 

Tue desk clerk hung her head. 
"What's going on?" Debbie 

asked me, bewildered by the shout
ing doorman. 

A sheep, or two, are passed 
along from yard to yard to trim 
the lawn once the grass has grown, 
with not a lawn mower to be seen, 
anywhere. Cows staked out along 
the shoulders of the Autobahn keep 
the grass trimmed. We once spotted 
a herd of hundreds of sheep quickly 
munching their way across a grass 
light aircraft landing strip. 

Debbie and her husband Mike 
had studied Polish at a college in 
Seattle. They could read and write 
Polish and even speak it, though 
their accent made it sound as if they 
were speaking Swahili. 

After hearing their Polish, I told 
them that it reminded me of a car
toon I'd recently seen in a New 
Yorker Magazine. A tourist, with 
the Eiffel tower in the background, 
is reading from a phrase book, ask
ing a policeman the way to the 
depot. "Sir, may I fondle your but
tocks," the caption reads. 

The author's escort to the hotel. 

"We're going across the road to 
a Polish hotel." 

Sure enough, there was a Polish 
hotel over the hill just fai· enough 
away to be out of sight. There were 
posters up, adve1tising some s01t of 
spo1ting event. This door was also 
locked. I rattled the door to wake 
the doo1man. 

With the abundance of snow 
on the steep mountain slopes, the 
Tatra area has become a ski reso1t 
in recent years. 

Polish children are becoming 
fluent in German, Russian and now, 
English, as Brits and Americans 
come to tour in summer and ski in 
winter. Older Poles are not as adept 
in adopting other languages. 

Young Ge1mans often come to 
tour the death camps where six mil
lion Jews, Gypsies and others were 
gassed and burned. To soften the 
knowledge young Germans have 
gained recently, since the holocausts 
were not reported in any Geiman 
textbooks until recent years, there 
is a tour of Schindler's Factory, so 
that they would know that not all 
Ge1mans were as crnel. 

Since I'd continued my parents' 
custom of sending "care" packages 
to relatives, we received a hea1t
felt welcome. A day or two later, it 
snowed a half inch or so, there in the 
South. We moved on to the plains 
of No1them Poland to search for 
my father's birthplace of Zalesie, 
which means "By the Woods". 

Towns of that name showing 
no sho1tage, none of which being 
my father's birthplace. Strangely 
enough, while it had snowed in the 
mountains of the South, in the North 
by the Russian border, it was warm 

When the ve1y professional 
waitress of this upscale restaurant 
came to take our order, Debbie, 
proudly speaking her Swahili-ac
cented Polish, pointed to the word 
befsztyk and attempted to determine 
what kind of beef steak the menu 
refeITed to. 

The waitress stuck her pencil in 
her beautifully coiffured hair with a 
sweep of her hand, and put the or
der pad in the pocket of her mffied 
apron. 

With great dignity, our waitress 
leaned fo1ward, holding clenched 
hands to her temples with forefin
gers pointed straight ahead. 

She leaned fo1ward until her 
body was parallel to the floor, then 
cried out, "Mo-o-o!", swung her 
butt to one side and slapped herself 
on the mmp. 

After our mime left with our 
rnmp steak order, we exploded in 
laughter. 

After lunch, we continued our 
quest for Zalesie. As night fell we ar
rived at a large town. We circled the 

town looking for a Polish Hotel. 
Unlike the Hilton hotels in 

Poland, or even the Polish Tourist 
hotels, the ordinary Polish hotels 
have a ve1y modest sign about a 
foot high and a foot and a half long, 
on the side of the building. They are 
often unlighted and hard to spot, 
especially since the street lights 
were off as we searched. 

We circled the dark deserted 
streets in vain. In Poland, all honest 
people are home by nine o'clock in 
small towns. Many towns shut off 
their street lights at 10 p.m. This 
was one of them. 

We staited another tour of the 
town when a police car pulled up, 
lights flashing, blocking our way. 
Two policemen got out - two very 
unfriendly policemen. 

Pointing to the number plate, one 
of them demanded to know what 
we were doing so far from Warsaw 
- and at such an ungodly hour. It 
was now about 10:30 p.m. 

"Hotel. We look for hotel, "Mike 
said in his Swallili Polish. 

"Ha! A likely story. No hotels in 
this town. Papiery!" the policeman 
demanded of Mike, who's scared to 
death of policemen. Mike's hands 
shook as he handed the policeman 
the rental papers. Debbie, also 
scared, was biting her lip. 

"Dad! For heaven's sake, talk to 

them. Talk to them!" Debbie said in 
aparuc. 

"May I fondle your buttocks?" I 
politely asked the cop. 

Debbie gave me such a jab with 
her elbow that I thought she'd frac
tured a rib. 

"Dad! Cut it out! Talk to them in 
Polish!" 

As soon as the hostile cops heard 
me say "Amerykanski," their whole 
demeanor changed. 

"There's no hotel in this town, 
but we take to one. Follow us!" and 
off they sped. 

Mike followed. We drove thir
ty miles, or more, to a brightly lit 
Polish Government tourist hotel. 
Brightly lit, and expensive. Not as 
expensive as a Hilton, but nowhere 
near as reasonable as an ordinaiy 
Polish hotel. 

We bid the cops a chee1y 
farewell and went to the hotel door. 
It was locked. A doo1man dozed in 
a chair. I rattled the door. He got up 
and unlocked the door. I thanked 
him and began a conversation with 
him in Polish. I told him about my 
search for my father's birthplace 
ai1d he seemed touched by it. I told 
him how the police had mistaken 
us for robbers when we were only 
looking for a reasonably priced 
Polish hotel. 

Tue doo1manjmnped up. "Why, 

He let us in and woke the desk 
clerk. I asked for two rooms. The 
girl chai·ged us $10. She took us to 
a suite of two bedrooms and a liv
ing room with a balcony. The living 
room had a thick mai·oon mg and 
c1ystal chandelier. 

When we asked if they had a 
soda machine, the girl said she'd 
make tea. Soon she was back with 
a tray of tea, cream and sugar. She 
didn't want to take any money, but 
Debbie insisted. 

She then asked the room clerk 
if she would wake us at 7 a m. The 
girl said their clock was broken 
and she had no watch. Debbie said, 
"Take mine." 

Next morning at 7 o'clock, the 
clerk knocked on the door. She be
gan to take off the watch, but Deb
bie put her hand on the girl's wrist. 
The girl looked puzzled. Debbie 
said "Prezent." 

The girl was overwhelmed and 
began to c1y. "Thank you, thank 
you; I never had a watch before", 

she said in Polish, hug- II.., 
ging Debbie, and smiling ■ 
through her tears. 
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woodfired pizzeria 
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SOUPS, POT Pl ES, FROZEN 

TURKEY, BEEF, PORK. LAMB AND 
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READY TO HEAT & EAT! 
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WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 
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