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Principal Anne Ross
To Retire From
Leverett Elementary

By JEFF SINGLETON

“I"ve been in education for forty
years,” said Leverett Elementary
School Principal Anne Ross. “Tt
seemed like a nice round number.”

Thus did Ross officially an-
nounce her retirement at the Lev-
erett School Committee meeting of
April 7.

“What size shoes do you wear?”
asked Kip Fonsch. The feeling
around the table seemed to be that

Recycling Company Joins
Unity Skate Park Campaign

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER-LAUCANNO

TURNERS FALLS — Republic
Services area manager, Bruce Sta-
nas, along with the company’s gen-
eral manager, Eric Curtis, present-
ed a check for $1,500 to members
and friends of the Unity Skate Park
Committee on Tuesday, April 8.

The donation brings the total
amount of funds for the skate park
challenge grants of $10,000 to
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Hope for Jobs, But More

partnership program. “We make a
point to give back to the communi-
ties we serve,” said Stanas.
RiverCulture director Suzanne
LoManto said she was thrilled with
the donation. “Tt really helps move
things along.” she said. LoManto
had originally asked Republic Ser-

that we have other items
on the agenda, you're

vices for a grant to RiverCulture,
but after further discussion with
Stanas, they decided to direct the
funds to the skate park project.
Stanas and Curtis selected the

here tonight for permis-
sion to do your survey
work on town lands,
and you should con-
centrate on that,” said
Montague selectboard

in mind

Calls for Opposition, As Gas
Pipeline Reps Visit Montague

By MIKE JACKSON 'L .

hers would not be easy to fill.

Ross has been principal at Lever-
ett since the turn of the twenty-first

nearly $6.000.

Republic Services, which pro-
vides solid waste and recycling ser-
vice to Montague, made the award

new Kali B’s Wings and Things on
Avenue A as the venue to hand over
the over-sized check. A crew of
young skateboarders, as well as the

chair Mark Fairbrother

at Monday’s meeting.
“That’s a tough one.” responded

Allen Fore, director of public affairs

’ The meeting was full to owrﬁoﬁrgg. ‘

“There’s been a crisis in the
Northeast. There’s no question

century, fourteen years to be exact.
She had previously served as the
principal of an international school
in the Czech Republic and as an el-
ementary school teacher.

Bob Mahler, Superintendent of
Union 28 of which Leverett EI-
ementary School is a member, an-
nounced that he would put together
a committee to choose a successor
to Ross. School Committee Chair
Catherine Brooks indicated she
might be interested in serving as a
parent representative.

The announcement coincided
with other important changes in lo-
cal school governance. Kip Fonsch
announced that he will be resigning
as Leverett Representative on the
Ambherst-Pelham Regional School
Committee. the oversight board for
the middle and high schools.

He said that he wanted to let the

see ROSS page A4

as part of its general community
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From left to right: Dillon Rogers, Frank Hurricane, Bruce Stanas (Republic
Services), Bryan Dolan, Danny Crug, Dominic Smith, Joey Ayers, Kendall

Ayers, Ethan Thresher, Suzanne LoManto, Eric Curtis (Republic Services),
Nancy Holwes, Jeremiah Russell, Victor Rodriguez, and Korey Bousquet.

see UNITY page A5

at Kinder Morgan Energy Partners,
“because I want to be transparent,
too, with folks, and let them know
what we’re doing — the big picture
of the project.”

So began what was essentially
the first public hearing on a pro-
posed, 250-mile natural gas frans-
mission pipeline, which would cut
through the largely rural northern
tier of the state to connect with a
hub at Dracut.

In February, Montague’s select-
board refused Kinder Morgan’s
land agents permission to survey
on a small, wooded parcel of town-
owned land, on Country Hill near
Millers Falls.

That refusal has since been
echoed by the towns of Warwick
and Ashburnham, which have both
rescinded swrveying permission to
the company.

about that.... This is what the elected
officials — the leaders in New Eng-
land — are saying: that additional
infrastructure is needed.” said Fore,
leading a packed town hall meeting
room through a PowerPoint presen-
tation on the company’s plans, mis-
sion statements, and philanthropic
activities.

“This is very early in a multi-
year process.... This will be one of
many meetings we will have to talk
about the process.”

According to the slides, the com-
pany hopes to pre-file with the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission
this October, officially file the proj-
ect application in August 2015, and
begin construction in April 2017.

Fore’s presentation was followed
by a lengthy and animated question-
and-answer session.

see GAS REPS page A6

Contested Selectboard Races in Erving and Glll Thls Sprmg

By MIKE JACKSON

ERVING — Two candi-
dates, Bill Pease and Wil-
liam Andrew Bembury, have
returned papers to run for
the seat selectboard chair
Andrew Goodwin will be va-
cating this year. The election
will be held Monday, May 5.

Bembury, who previously
served as selectman from
1998 to 2001, has worn many
other hats through the years:
a retired state environmental
police officer, acting Chief of
Police, and rec comimission
chair, he resigned last month
as election board warden to
run for the office.

Pease, who stressed to this
paper that he is “not a politi-
cian,” served until last year on
the Erving Fire Department.
He was one of six members
of that department to resign
in protest of the ouster of for-
mer chief Bud Meattey.

The controversy over that
event is echoed in the race.

In a statement made avail-
able to the press, Bembury
called it “a very turbulent
time” and “a battle in which
the angry tone spilled over
into the community,” prais-
ing department members for
their ongoing service and
pledging to “work to rebuild
what has been lost.”

Pease’s statement did not
directly address that issue,
but described a rift between
town hall and residents, say-

William Bembury

ing that in his view, the town
has not had “a selectboard
that governs for its resi-
dents... in some time.”

Pease said he hopes to
bring oversight to town de-
partments in order to make
them more functional. “so
that Erving tax payers will
feel supported by [them].”
adding that “this is not cur-
rently how many of them
feel”

In terms of specific is-
sues or proposals raised in
the candidates’ advance lit-
erature, Bembury drew fo-
cus to the need for resolution
— whether in redevelopment
or demolition — of the Usher
Mill building.

He added that the Inter-
national Paper Mill “sits
abandoned and waiting to
become the same disaster. ..
the Selectboard needs to be
more proactive in address-
ing the issues™ around these

empty facilities.

For his part, Pease called
for reform to town meeting,
calling for agendas to be set
in order of “importance for
the residents”. “The difficulty
in attending a town meeting
after having worked a full-
time job... makes it practi-
cally impossible for working
families to have their voices
heard.” he said.

“Tknow there are residents
who believe this is done so
that certain agendas can be
pushed through with very
little resistance.”

In addition to the select-
board race, there will be com-
petition on the ballot for three
other town positions: seats on
the planning board, board of
health, and tree warden.

Municipal clerk Betsy Si-
card noted that there had not
been so many contested races
in recent memory.

Bill Pease

By MIKE JACKSON

GILL — When seven-term
selectboard chair Ann Ban-
ash announced her retirement
last fall, she warned any con-
tenders to replace her to start
studying for the job.

Two candidates, Fred
Chase II and Gregory Sne-
deker, have thrown their hats
in the ring. Both are longtime
residents of the town with
some experience in its gov-
ernance.

Chase, owner of Fred’s
4-Wheel Drive Service and
president of the Antique
Truck Club of America, has
served over the years on the
highway, fire and police de-
partments, as well as the fi-
nance committee.

“I feel that I can be a vi-
able link between the depart-
ments and the townspeople
in regard to daily operations,
and budget concemns,” said

Fred Chase IT

Chase in a statement provid-
ed to the press.

Snedeker is a music teach-
er at Stoneleigh-Burnham
School and owns a small au-
dio engineering business. He
served as assessor, and ulti-
mately head assessor, from
2005 to 2008.

“Leadership comes from
learning — I'd take their
lead,” Snedeker said of board
members Randy Crochier
and John Ward.

“On the selectboard you're
dealing with decisions that
need to be made on a regu-
lar basis. so when the bigger
things come up, you can of-
fer a context for the town to
make decisions.”

The town, in Snedeker’s
perspective, is “in  good
shape.” with only a couple
major ongoing issues to ad-
dress, including the fate of
the Mariamante property, and
improving energy efficiency

Gregory Snedeker

of town buildings, which he
says he supports.

“You're stepping info
something where there’s not
that much need for a personal
agenda,” he said.

Chase expressed the need
for “changes.. . to be weighed
against any increase in finan-
cial burden on the taxpayers,
especially those on fixed in-
come already burdened by
the stagnant economy.”

Chase argues that the town
“should be reaching out for
ways to increase the tax base
by encouraging more small
business enterprises to move
into town.

“Fred’s a good guy,” said
Snedeker. *It’s always nice
to have a choice. They’re not
going to go wrong with either
ofus.”

The election will be held
on Monday, May 19.
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Immigration Reform Now!

Last Saturday a small number
of protesters marched to the White
House fo put pressure on President
Obama to use his power as chief
executive to halt deportations of
non-criminal immigrants.

Others marched in other cities
across the country but the numbers
were far less than in 2006 when a
million protested a harsh Republi-
can-sponsored House immigration
bill.

But this time the rally was all
about the president. Some carried
signs reading “Deporter In Chief.”
Many in the crowd had previously
been among his most ardent sup-
porters.

Their disappointment in the
man they hoped would end mas-
sive deportations was manifest.
The reality is that since the presi-
dent took office nearly two million
people have been deported.

To be sure, these policies were
in place before Mr. Obama be-
came president, but his Homeland
Security Office has been more
than zealous in enforcing them.
The Obama administration has
defended its illegal immigrant de-
portation policies by claiming that
those being deported, in the presi-
dent’s words. are “criminals, gang
bangers, people who are hurting
the community.”

We would like to think that the
president maybe just hasn’t gotten
his facts straight, but we fear he ac-
tually believes what he is saying.

Perhaps now that The New York
Times has released an analysis of
who is really being sent packing,
he may have a somewhat different
view. According to the analysis of
internal government records since
Mr. Obama took office, two-thirds
of the nearly two million deporta-
tion cases were of people who had
been picked up for minor infrac-
tions. such as traffic violations. or
had no criminal record at all.

Only 20 percent — or about
394,000 — of the cases involved
people convicted of serious crimes.
including drug-related offenses.

Not only were individuals re-
moved from the U.S. for simply
being illegal, the Obama adminis-
tration also has taken a harsher line
on illegal aliens than before.

In the past. non-criminal immi-
gration violators would have been
removed without formal charges.
In the final year of the Bush ad-
ministration, for instance, more
than 25 percent of these were re-
turned to their native countries
without charges.

In 2013, charges were filed
in more than 90 percent of those

types of cases. Once charges are
filed, immigrants are prohibited
from returning for at least five
years. Those caught returning il-
legally face prison time.

The United States already faces
a serious problem with the incar-
ceration of immigrants. Across the
country, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) has privatized
detention centers, handing them
over to a for-profit corporation, the
GEO Group.

The conditions in these holding
facilities are so miserable that im-
migrants, many of them non-crim-
inals, have gone on hunger strikes
in Washington state and in Texas.

The hunger strikes have brought
public attention to major flaws in
federal immigration policy, in-
cluding “bed mandates,” which
set a quota of 34,000 beds that the
Department of Homeland Security
must fill to receive appropriations.

Another major issue is the de-
nial of habeas corpus to those sus-
pected of being illegal. This policy
of mandatory detention requires
ICE to hold immigrants suspected
of being illegal indefinitely, with-
out bail, pending deportation re-
view.

Setting quotas for receiving
funds and mandatory detention are
policies that need to go. So, too,
does privatization of immigration
holding facilities.

We take some heart that the
president is, at last, beginning to
take notice. Citing concern about
family separation, Mr. Obama did
order a review of his administra-
tion’s  immigration-enforcement
policies.

He said he hoped enforcement
could be accomplished “more hu-
manely within the confines of the
law,” but stressed that deportations
would not be suspended during the
review. We hope this review will
be a real one. In a country that pro-
fesses humane treatment for all.,
suspected illegals should not be
the exceptions.

A coherent immigration policy
is needed. Mass deportation of
mostly brown-skinned young men
is not the answer.

To his credit, the president has
been pushing a comprehensive im-
migration bill that could lead to an
enfranchisement of many here ille-
gally — the so-called Dreamers, the
undocumented children of illegal
parents. But he has to push harder.

If the president has believed
that a harsh deportation policy
might prove to Congress that he
is serious about immigration, the
strategy has been ineffective.
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NOTES FROM THE GMRSD SCHOOL COMMITTEE

A New Budget, Two New Hires, and New Plans

By PATRICIA PRUITT

The Gill-Montague School Com-
mittee had several exciting develop-
ments to approve at its April 8 meet-
ing.

Superintendent Michael Sullivan
spoke favorably of the District’s
meeting with the combined finance
and select boards of Gill and Mon-
tague on April 2.

Both towns approved the change
in the school’s budget warrant to
be presented at Gill and Montague
town meetings in May. He asked the
school committee to approve the in-
crease in the 2015 budget as well.

The all-funds budget that will
go to town meetings was approved
unanimously by the school commit-
tee at $19,428,823. This represents

an increase in the local funds budget
of 202,211 of which $52.211 comes
from the town assessments and
$150,000 from the E&D account.

As for new hires, Sullivan intro-
duced to the committee Ms. Sandy
Donah of South Hadley as the Dis-
trict’s new Director of Pupil Servic-
es. Donah expressed her excitement
to begin her duties on April 15.

Sullivan outlined her experience
in the Hartford school system where
she managed pupil services for
eight schools, as well as her previ-
ous service as Assistant Director in
Northampton schools.

In addition, Sullivan later an-
nounced the selection of Ms. Joanne
Blier of Turners Falls as his choice
for Director of Business and Opera-
tions.

Blier leaves her position of
school business administrator in the
Mohawk Trail School System after
eight years of service. She will take
up her duties at GMRSD at the end
of June or beginning of July.

Sullivan then wished to discuss a
new proposal: that of adding a new
principal position to the Hillerest
building of the elementary school.

For some time, he explained,
the melding of the two elementary
buildings into one PTO., with
combined Parents’ Night, combined
school councils, as well as a single
shared faculty meeting each month,
has left many staff at Hillcrest
feeling there was not enough focus
on the particular culture of the
early childhood and first-grade

see GMRSD next page

Compiled by DON CLEGG

DANSE CAFE, featuring French
& Breton Dance, will be held on
Sunday, April 13, from 3 to 5:30
pm., at Leverett Crafts and Arts,
13 Montague Road in Leverett. En-
joy dancing, instruction, and live
music with a French café ambience.
There is a $7 admission charge. For
more information, email cynthia@
crocker.com.

Just a reminder for this week-
end. The Spring Parade is Saturday,
April 12, starting at 1 pm. from
the Sheffield School and the debut
reading of As You Write It Volumne
IV at the Gill/Montague Senior
Center, Fifth St., in Turners Falls
is on Sunday, April 13, starting at 1
p m.

A can and bottle drive to sup-
port the Unity Skatepark will be
held in conjunction with the Spring
Parade on the Hill in Turners Falls,
Saturday morning, April 12.

Those who live on the parade
route — Crocker Avenue, Montague
Street, Turnpike Road from the po-
lice station to the High School, and
Montague City Road north from
Turnpike to High Steet — are asked

The House Republicans have
stalled every attempt to pass im-
migration reform despite the Sen-
ate passing, with the support of
several Republicans, a reasonable
immigration bill.

All the House has managed to
do — and this was last year — was
pass a bill, called the Enforce Act,
that would have even deported
dreamers.

The stubbornness of House Re-
publicans on immigration is shame-
ful. The time for comprehensive
immigration reform is now.

The president needs to rally
Congress and the American people
to push forward a solution to our
broken immigration system.

Perhaps. if a coherent policy is
in place, an incoherent, draconian
and anti-American deportation
policy can be stopped cold in its
tracks.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

Montague Reporfer

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org
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to leave their returnable cans and
bottles “ready for pickup” at the
end of their driveways. Volunteers
for the skatepark will collect them
at the end of the parade.

Folks in other parts of town who
would like to donate returnable cans
and bottles to the drive are asked to
drop them off on Saturday morning,
with prior permission, at a friend’s
house who lives directly on the
parade route, or else at 101 Fourth
Street, next to the community gar-
den, across the street from the 2#
Street Bakery in downtown Turners
Falls.

Friday, April 18, three local rock
n roll and punk bands — Holy Vex,
OFC and Rebel Base — will play a
benefit, also for the Unity Skate-
park. at Saint Kaz. It’s an all ages
show, and a positive ID gets a bar
bracelet.

Sliding scale admission is $5 to
whatever you can confribute to a
very good cause. St. Kazimierz is at
197 Avenue A in Turners Falls. The
show starts at 8:30 p m.

The 3rd grade classes of Mon-
tague Elementary School will
be hosting the movie Rio 2 at The
Greenfield Garden Cinema on Sat-

urday April 19, at 9:30 am. All
seats are just $5 and will benefit
their field trip to Old Sturbridge
Village.

Have you seen video of the run-
ning of the bulls in Spain or seen
crazed fans storm ball fields af-
ter their favorite team has won a
championship? Well, Turners Falls
has something like that when chil-
dren ages 4 to 12 are invited to take

part in the great community tradi-
tion of the EGGstravaganza Egg
Hunt.

Children will have the challenge
of finding approximately 5,000
candy and toy filled eggs strewn
throughout Sheffield School’s back
field on Saturday, April 19, with the
starting horn going off promptly at
1 pm.

Participants must bring their own
basket/bag for the eggs. Please take
notice that for this year the event
has moved from the traditional lo-
cation of Unity Park.

The TFHS Alumni Associa-
tion is sponsoring a community tag
sale and craft fair, April 26, from 8
am. to 2 p m. at Turners Falls High
School parking lot.

Spaces may be rented in advance
by contacting the TFHS Alumni at
tfhsalumni@gmrsd.org or calling
Doug Brown at 863-2626. Proceeds
from this event supports the Alumni
Scholarship Fund at TFHS.

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

SAWYER-LAUGANNO ILLUSTRATION
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needs of the Hillcrest portion of the
elementary program.

“Having school leaders with ex-
perience and expertise in meeting
these separate needs may be ben-
eficial.” said the superintendent in a
memo on the matter.

Sullivan went on to ask for feed-
back on the idea from school com-
mittee members. Three members
with children in or having gone
through Hillcrest onto Sheffield
seemed to agree that a principal for
Hillerest could improve oversight,
guide teaching and allow for prompt
response to students, as well as staff
and parents.

In contrast to those responses,

member Mike Langknecht thought
a better option might be to create
Hillcrest as a second K-5 school.
He said he thought the move to
simply hire a principal with an early
childhood focus might turn out to
be temporary in the long mun. This
suggestion appeared to surprise the
rest of the committee and there was
little response at that moment to it.
Sullivan suggested that it could
be discussed if the committee
wished. Sullivan was encouraged to
hold a forum with parents and com-
munity members as he has done
with Montague Elementary staff on
the benefits of Hillcrest as
separate school with its own [\Y%

leadership. I~

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

New Wastewater Revenue Contract

By KATIE NOLAN

The board signed a three-year
confract negotiated by the finance
committee and ERSECO Inc. for
third party wastewater revenue at
POTWH#2.

The town-owned treatment plant.
which treats a portion of the town’s
residential and commercial wastes,
while it treats Erving Paper Mill
wastewater is operated by Erving In-
dustries subsidiary ERSECO.

The town pays $1 per year for the
wastewater treatment, and previously
received $50,000 per year as a share
of the tipping fees paid by outside
waste producers.

The new contract sets the payment
at $50,000 or 10% of ERSECO’s
annual tipping fees if profits exceed
$500,000. In 2013, the tipping fees
totalled $583,735.

Former Usher Plant

The Usher Plant reuse committee
wrote to the selectboard recommend-
ing restoration of the smokestack

of the former Boiler Building at the
Usher site.

The committee recommended
first having Tighe & Bond perform
apre-restoration asbestos inspection
($2,250) and prepare asbestos abate-
ment bidding document ($2,500).

In November, bricks started fall-
ing from the upper part of the smoke-
stack. NCM Contracting Group of
Westford inspected the stack for sta-
bility in January and recommended
removal of the stack to the roofline of
the building.

NCM estimated $66.000 as the
cost for removing the stack to the
roofline of the building.

At that time, Usher Plant re-use
committee members said they were
dissatisfied with NCM’s report, and
wanted to explore costs for retaining
some or all of the stack. The select-
board then told the committee to re-
turn with cost estimates for repairing
the stack.

The selectboard approved using
$4.750 from the money allocated for
the former Usher Plant site work for

=

and decided to get clean.

NEPR.
We hope you will tune in.
th

NPR to Air Story on Lance Rice and Nina Rossi

On Sunday, April 13, between 5 and 6 p.m., National
Public Radio’s All Things Considered Weekend Edition will be
airing a segment on the friendship between Nina Rossi and
Lance Rice, both of Turners Falls.

Rice has written movingly in this paper about his hard
road to recovery from drug addiction.

Rossi, owner of Nina’s Nook and one of Rice’s burglary
victims, befriended the young man after he was arrested

Karen Brown, a producer at New England Public Radio,
took note of Rice’s articles in the Reporter. She first covered
The Boston Globe, then produced an audio report for NEPR.
The Sunday segment is part of what was originally aired on

b

]

the Tighe & Bond work.

However, board members noted
that costs for restoring the stack were
likely to be high and should be voted
at a town meeting.

The selectboard signed a request
for determination of applicability
(RDA) and notice of intent (NOI) to
the conservation commission for fu-
ture work at the former Usher Plant.

Annual Performance Reviews

The board conducted annual per-
formance reviews for police chief
Chris Blair, highway/water/wastewa-
ter director Paul Prest, and fire chief
Philip Wonkka.

Blair discussed his efforts at pro-
moting greater communication with
townspeople and within the depart-
ment, his review and revisions of the
procedures and policy manual, and
organizing department files and of-
fice space.

Prest said he had been working to
foster teamwork between the high-
way, water, and wastewater depart-
ments, which were combined under a
single director a year ago.

Wonkka talked about the bi-week-
ly fire department training meetings

and cleaning, reorganizing and paint-
ing at the fire stations.

Other Business

The board accepted Carol Lyman’s
resignation from the Council on Ag-
ing with regret.

The board agreed to allow a school
employee, a one-to-one special needs
aide who rides the bus with an ele-
mentary school child, to park in the
town hall parking lot. Board mem-
bers agreed that the aide is conduct-
ing town business while riding the
bus.

The board previously established
a parking policy and posted signs
saying that parking in the town hall
lot is allowed only when conducting
town business. The board asked town
coordinator Tom Sharp not to allow
exceptions if he receives calls from
people wanting to park there for other
Teasons.

The board noted that WMECO
will hold a public meeting Thurs-
day, April 10 at Erving Elementary
School to discuss its $75 million sub-
station and transmission line project

in Northfield and Erving.

NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD

April Fools: Decrease in
Chapter 90 Funding

By DAVID DETMOLD

The Town of Gill received a too-
good-to-be-true windfall in state
aid last week, in the form of a letter
from the Office of the Governor cer-
tifying that Gill's Chapter 90 funds
for highway and bridge repairs
had been increased from $151,816
to $705,653 for the coming fiscal
year.

The letter was signed by Gover-
nor Deval Patrick. Unfortunately.
someone from the Governor's of-
fice reached selectboard chair John
Ward by cellphone on April 1, soon
after the letter had been received, to
report an error had been made.

A faulty computer printout had
joggled the appropriations listed for
the town of Gill with the appropria-
tion for the next town down the list
alphabetically, which turned out to
be the City of Gloucester.

The $705.653 was intended for
that city, and instead of a half-mil-
liondollar increase for paving the
streets of Riverside, or regrad-
ing Ben Hale or even Barney Hale
Road, Gill will have to be content
with a modest $150,928 in Chapter
90 funds in the coming year — $888
less than this year’s total.

Town administrative assistant
Ray Purington had been surprised
at the original figure when he first
opened the Governor’s letter, but
had decided not to call the Governor
to thank him right away.

Speaking of Computers

Speaking of computers, the se-
lectboard agreed to spend up to
$950 to replace the seven year
old, balky computer Purington has
been using to generate departmen-
tal spreadsheets, which is showing
signs of giving up the ghost with an-
nual town meeting just around the
COINeET.

Ward said he could not imag-
ine how Purington would be able
to manage if the computer were to
break down entirely.

Apparently, local governments

were once able to prepare for town
meetings and the like without desk-
tops, iPads and data spreadsheets,
but nowadays nobody can quite re-
member how.

Gathering Roof Estimates

The selectboard is gathering esti-
mates and opinions on how best to
replace the leaky roof at the public
safety building. The first estimate
received for just the materials need-
ed to put up trusses and a metal roof
on that building is $42.463.

The board also received initial
estimates for the total cost of replac-
ing the current roof with another flat,
rubber membrane roof — $76.629
— or switching to a tapered rubber
membrane roof — $83,185.

But board members expressed
doubts that the ome-story cinder-
block building could withstand
the added weight of trusses, and
were also stumped by the problem
of which direction a pitched roof
would safely be able to shed water,
given the specifics of the site.

Purington said he would meet
with a structural engineer to exam-
ine the building this week. Which-
ever method is chosen to replace
the roof at the safety complex, town
meeting will likely be faced with a
large bill for the repair.

DOR Returns $34,623

Balanced against that, the select-
board did receive good news from
the state Department of Revenue
that a total of $34,623 in excess
funds from the Gill-Montague Re-
gional School District would be re-
turned to the town of Gill.

The board expressed a prefer-
ence for allocating the funds, which
represent Gill’s share of the schools®
free cash. in excess of a mandated
cap of 5% of total regional school
spending, from FY’13, toward one
time capital projects at the Gill El-
ementary School, if any arise, or to-
ward the town’s education stabiliza-
tion fund, to help meet future school
expenses.

Volunteers to Video

Janet Masucci, who has been
videotaping the every other week
selectboard meetings for rebroad-
cast on MCTYV, so that Gill residents
can watch the proceedings of town
government at home, is seeking vol-
unteers to help with that task.

If you are interested in receiv-
ing free training to help bring town
government closer to the citizens
through the medium of local cable
access television, call her at 863-
8694.

Flat Assessments Lead to Increase

The selectboard met with the
finance committee on Monday to
discuss aspects of the annual town
budget, and discussion focused at
length on the 10% hike in the town’s
assessment for the Franklin Region-
al Council of Governiments.

Joining the meeting via speaker
phone from Florida, selectboard
member Ann Banash said FRCOG
assessments have been flat for the
last five years, and now it was time
for a modest (2% percent) increase
for administrative costs.

She said the COG is paying
more as a result of moving out of
the courthouse, which had provided
space to the agency rent-free. That
arrangement stems from when the
COG’s predecessor, the county
government, owned the courthouse.
It is now headquartered in the new
transit center in Greenfield.

She said the COG had cut staff
and hours as far as they could with-
out impacting service to the mem-
ber towns.

The rest of the hike in the town
of Gill’s assessment for the COG is
driven by the need to stabilize the
cost of running the shared account-
ing program, which Gill uses, and
the continuing increase in the cost
of being a member of the 10-town
cooperative public health service.

Last year, Gill’s assessment for
cooperative health services jumped
from $6,804 to $10.206. In FY’15,
that cost will rise to $11,788, and
board member Randy Crochier pre-
dicted a similar (15%) increase in
the health service cost in FY’16, as
start-up grant funding runs out.

Crochier said in return, Gill re-
ceives the services of a full time
sanitation professional to help with
everything from perc tests to res-
taurant inspections, and a part time
public health nurse to assist with flu
shot clinics, home visits. commu-
nicable disease prevention and the
like.

Gill residents can also have ticks
tested for communicable diseases at
the UMass lab for free, as part of the
package of health services offered
through the FRCOG coop, Crochier
said.

The finance committee and se-
lectboard wound up the discussion
on the FRCOG assessment by unan-
imously supporting the increase.

Gill Elementary Receives Grant

For “Nature-Based” Learning

Gill Elementary School received
a $150 grant from the Greenfield
Garden Club to create an edible
garden on the campus. The garden
is just one part of an extensive na-
ture-based learning Program. The
Greenfield Garden Club funds will
help purchase much needed garden-
ing supplies and vegetable seeds.

In the coming weeks the kinder-
garten and first grades will be creat-
ing an edible garden with the help
of parent volunteer Colleen Sculley
and Gill alumnus Sorrel Hatch.

The grant application was writ-
ten by Sculley who is also facilitat-
ing a vernal pool exploration for the

first and third grades.

Other events included a spring-
time maple sugaring walking field
trip for fourth and sixth grades to
Corey Matthews’ sugar house.

At the sugar house, the students
were able to learn first-hand about
how sap is turned into maple syrup.

Later this spring. the second
grade will be investigating birds,
and plans are in the works for an
outdoor experience for grades K-2
on May 9th to celebrate Internation-
al Bird Migration Day.

Assisting with this project will
be parent volunteers Sculley and
Susannah Lerman.
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comimittee know as soon as pos-
sible so a new representative can be
chosen for the regional committee’s
May meeting.

The elementary school commit-
tee elects the representative to the
regional committee. Sarah Dolven
indicated that she would be inter-
ested in the position.

The Leverett school committee
itself currently has two openings,
an existing vacancy and a second
resulting from the decision of Chair
Catherine Brooks to resign. Brooks
stressed family time constraints as
influencing her decision.

There was a brief discussion of
the need to recruit citizens to run for
the two vacancies. One such citizen
named Jen Chylack, who attended
the meeting, said she was consider-
ing running.

Chylack asked why it was so
difficult to find people to serve on
the committee. Several members
stressed the time commitment, not-
ing that in addition to monthly com-
mittee meetings, members served
on subcommittees and regional
committees (Union 28 and the Am-
herst-Pelham district).

The feeling seemed to be mem-
bers attended two to three meetings
a month. Also “you need to give
yourself three years to learn what it
is all about,” added Kip Fonsch.

There was also discussion at the
meeting of the search process for a
new Superintendent for Union 28.
Bob Mabhler is scheduled to vacate
that position at the end of the next
school year.

Fonsch wondered if it was neces-
sary for candidates to have previous
Superintendent experience. Mahler,
noting that he did not have such ex-
perience when he took the job, said
that other experience directing a
large organization would suffice.

The biggest challenge, he said,
was learning the “state stuff” while
the district itself was ““in pretty good
shape.”

In other “new business,” Ross
handed out a list of potential school
choice openings for the commit-
tee to discuss. These included two
openings each in grades 1 and 2,
none in grade 3, three in grade 4,
and four each in grades 5 and 6.

Ross noted that these numbers
were based on maintaining sizes
of fifieen or less in kindergarten
through third grade, and eighteen or
less in grades 4 through 6.

Bob Mahler stated that he was
“not a big fan” of admitting students
in the upper grades, because “they
are coming in without understand-
ing the expectations of the school.”
“When you have them in earlier
grades,” he said, “they know.”

Ross said that students coming in
the upper grades are usually “look-
ing for a niche” and manage to find
it. She suggested that there “has not
been a problem.”

Committee member Sarah Dol-
ven said she would like to hear from
teachers about the issue.

The issue will be discussed again
in May after new school committee
members are elected.

In other business the commit-
tee discussed the search process for
a new special education teacher,
which has been reopened. as well as
the budgets for both the Elementary
and High School Districts.

The latter have been approved by
various committees and are waiting
to be discussed at local town meet-
ings in May. A significant concern is
that Shutesbury town meeting could
reject the regional budget due to
local opposition to the assessment
method.

Some town meeting members
feel the town has experienced con-
sistently higher payments under the
so-called “alternative assessment
method” adopted by the towns. This
method is based on a five-year “roll-
ing average” of enrollment.

Bob Mabhler reported on a meet-
ing with sixth grade parents con-
cerned with “behavior issues” at
recess and in the classroom. Mahler
said that the meeting was very pro-
ductive, and that he had attended a
recent recess where the kids seemed
to be getting along very well.

Sarah Dolven, a parent, stated
that she thought the school had act-
ed in a very “proactive” way to par-
ents’ concerns. The goal. she said, is
for the sixth graders to experience a
“happy ending” to their time at Lev-

erett Elementary School. a
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Budget Hearing Boils
Over In Frustration

By DAVID DETMOLD

‘What began as a routine exercise
in reviewing the budget turned into
a heated back and forth between
about a dozen residents and the
selectboard and finance commit-
tee about the growing burden of
property taxes in a graying commu-
nity where opportunities for young
families to get a foothold are few,
and where declining school enroll-
ments have so far failed to result in
decreased school spending.

The proposed FY’15 budget to
fund all town departments, along
with the elementary and regional
schools, amounts to $5,574.561, a
2.3% increase over last year. Origi-
nally scheduled for an hour, the dis-
cussion stretched for two and half.

“Leverett is getting to the point
where a person who retires cannot
afford to live here,” said lifelong
Hemenway Road resident Richie
Roberts, who owns an excavating
and landscaping business, one of
just a handful of commercial enter-
prises in town. “My relatives, one
after another, they’re packing up
and leaving town. They can’t afford
to live here. We can’t just keep giv-
ing raises. We can’t just keep spend-
ing money. We’ve got to do some-
thing about it.”

Joanne Mully, who had arrived
to discuss the future of the Lever-
ett historical society’s Field Family
Museum but got caught up in the
lengthy budget discussion, echoed
Roberts’ remark, saying, “T live on
Social Security. I got a cost of liv-
ing raise this year — 1%! How can
I afford these increases? How can I
afford to go on living here?”

After finance chair Tom Powers
pointed out that about 75% of the
town’s $5.5 million annual bud-
get is devoted to school spending,
and members of the selectboard
repeated the shopworn character-
ization of school spending as an
inviolable “sacred cow” in Leverett,

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE LEVERETT POLICE LOG

Society Abhors a Vacuum Thief

Monday, 3/3

3:30 p.m. Assisted
with a tire change at
Leverett Library.
Sunday, 3/9

12:50 p.am. Report
of a farm truck los-
ing hay southbound
on Route 63. Unable
to locate truck, but
moved broken bale
out of roadway.
8:06 p.m. Report of
dog lost on Mon-
tague Road. Dog lat-
er returned home.
Monday, 3/10

6:30 p.m. Resident

reported  hearing
gunshots in the
woods off North

Leverett Road. Of-

ficer checked area,
unable to locate.
Tuesday, 3/11
92:15 p.m. Responded
to Dakin for asubject
involved in a dispute
at a Montague Road
Subject
away

apartment.
transported
from area; dispute
resolved.
Wednesday, 3/12
10:42 a.m. Report of
smoke from a build-
ing on Long Plain
Road. Turned out to
be a sugarhouse in
operation.
Thursday, 3/13
9:16 am. 48-year-
old Wendell driver
lost control of her

skidded
into a tree, suffered

vehicle,

minor injuries and
refused medical ser-
vice. Prius towed by
Sirum’s.

Sunday, 3/16

8:55 am. Medical
emergency on Long
Plain Road. Subject
transported to Cool-
ey Dickinson Hospi-
tal by Amherst Fire
Department.
Tuesday, 3/18

9:45 am. Landlord/
tenant dispute on
Cave Hill Road. Civ-
il issue, all OR.
Wednesday, 3/19
5:30 pm. Medi-
cal emergency on

Shutesbury  Road.
Subject transported
to CDH by Amherst
FD.

Saturday, 3/22

8:15 p.m. Assisted
PD

with out-of-control

Shutesbury
subject, who was
transported to CDH
by Amherst FD.

Monday, 3/24

4:30 p.m. Report
of missing female
from a Shutesbury
Road residence. Of-
ficer checked area;
subject located at
a friend's home in
North Amherst.

Tuesday, 3/25

8:45 am. Medical
emergency on Bull
Hill Road. Subject
transported to CDH
by Amherst FD.

1:30 pm. Located
bag of trash in road
on Long Plain Road.
Identified as belong-
mg to a Leverett
Returned
to them for disposal.
Wednesday, 3/26

1:30 p.m. Chestnut
Hill Road resident
reported

resident.

someone
stole her wacuum
cleaner from her
home. Report taken.
Friday, 3/28

4:10 pm. Report
of man slumped
over his steering
wheel on the side of
Shutesbury  Road.
Unable to locate.
Saturday, 3/29
2:15 pm. Assisted
Sunderland PD

with two-car crash
on Route 116.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

finance member Ann Delano said,
“There are other sacred cows in
town: growth, building. cell towers,
lack of businesses. We have a huge
amount of conserved land, making
it difficult to build. New growth
in town this year equaled just one
house.” Delano was referring to
a house on the town border which
the assessors recently discovered
had been located in Leverett — not
Shutesbury — all along.

“Did vou charge them for back
taxes? With interest?” called out
voices from the crowd.

Selectboard chair Rich Brazeau
said a recent survey had showed a
total of 198 building lots remain-
ing in the entire town. He said zon-
ing regulations and board of health
regulations combined to make even
those lots unaffordable for young
families to build in town.

Delano said, “When you don’t
have affordable housing. when you
don’t have public transportation,
you get no new growth. We’re go-
ing to have to decide. how much
conservation land is too much.”

Richie Roberts called for drop-
ping the voluntary tax surcharge,
enacted by town meeting when it ap-
proved the local option Community
Preservation Act, from 2% to 1%.
That fund, which has consistently
enjoyed 100% matching funds from
the state of Massachusetts, has built
up a balance currently of around
$800,000.

Although by statute at least 10%
of CPA funds must be directed to-
ward affordable housing, Leverett
has tried repeatedly but failed to
identify and fund any affordable
housing projects in town, to date.

Roberts also joined the select-
board in criticizing the town’s plan-
ning board as anti-growth in ifs reg-
ulatory approach, saying, “We don’t
have a planning board. We have a
board that doesn’t want new build-
ings.”

The budget discussion started in-
nocuously, with Powers saying the
town had held all departments to a
roughly 2% increase this year, and
the budget would balance within
$1500 of the levy limit without re-
sort to an override of Proposition
2%,

“Overall, this budget is about as
good as we can do,” he said.

But as Powers tried to move di-
rectly to a discussion of possible
spending on special articles, De-
pot Road resident William Sieruta
raised his hand to question an ap-
parent 12.2% hike in the highway
superintendent’s salary.

The town had been paying over-
time to highway superintendent Will
Stratford. and a 45.7% decrease
in the snow and ice salary line re-
flected the personnel committee’s
recommendation to convert his
overtime pay to straight salary, with
the same level of hours and perfor-
mance required in weather-related
emergencies.

see LEVERETT next page
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Although the selectboard tried
gamely to defend the $7.386 in-
crease, resulting in a new salary
figure for the highway super of
$67.845, as simply an average of
overtime hours paid to that depart-
ment head for the last seven years
for snow and ice removal, Sieruta
and others in the room challenged
that thinking.

“It’s a guaranteed salary in-
crease.” said Sieruta, “whether he
does the [overtime] work or not. No
one is monitoring his time.” He also
said, “It looks to me like the books
are being stacked on behalf of the
supervisor.”

And, Sieruta demanded, “Why
is the most highly paid employee
on the highway department getting
most of the overtime?”

Roberts said the highway super’s
overtime hours would be better
spent hiring less expensive contrac-
tors to plow in emergencies, result-
ing in two trucks on the road instead
of the one truck driven by the high-
way super.

The selectboard and town ad-
ministrator Margie McGinnis de-
fended the budget proposal, saying
every highway employee would be
out plowing during severe storms,
and the higher dollar amount paid
for Stratford’s overtime hours re-
flected not a decision by the super
to pad his own overtime account
at the expense of other department
employees but rather his dedication
and longevity in service and the re-
sponsibility of managing the depart-
ment.

Brazeau said the highway su-
per, along with other employees
of the department. might work 12
hour shifts or longer during winter
storms, removing blown down trees
and skirting fallen wires — danger-
ous work the entire town depends
on.

But Long Plain Road resident
Christine Nelson said, “We finally
realized we were illegally compen-
sating a manager with overtime. We
could have taken it back,” instead of
transferring an average of his past
overtime pay to his salary. She add-
ed. “Nothing against the highway
super — he’s doing a great job.”

With historical society mem-
bers waiting patiently for their 8:00
o’clock agenda item and the clock
ticking steadily toward 9:00 p m.,
the selectboard followed Powers’
lead in turning the discussion from
requiring town employees to punch
time clocks to a more familiar
punching bag — the school budget.

“If you really want to save mon-
ey. look at the schools. That’s where
75% of the town’s money is spent.
At a time of enrollment declines.”
Powers said, the amount of money
the town is devoting to educating a
dwindling number of students con-
tinues to rise due to fixed costs and
contractual obligations.

Brazeau said the elementary
school, sized to hold 250 students,
now educates just 91 Leverett pu-
pils, with an additional 35 or so
choicing in from other towns. “We
have a great school system.” said
Brazeau.... “but eventually, we can’t
afford it.”

The selectboard urged residents

who were protesting high property
taxes to join the school committee,
or “twist some arms” to find other
residents to do so in their stead.

Board member Peter D’Eirico
said, “It almost seems to me a con-
flict of interest,” for parents with
children in the school system to
serve on the school committee, and
urged residents who take a broad
view of town issues to get on that
board.

D’Errico criticized contractual
step increases for teachers as based
on longevity rather than merit. The
board recalled how money the town
had expected to save when a double
sixth grade class graduated from
LES two years ago —resulting in one
less sixth grade teacher — had been
reallocated to meet other school
expenses by the school committee.
and approved by town meeting.

Reached by phone after the hear-
ing, Union 28 business manager Mi-
chael Kociela reviewed the recent
history of school spending at Lev-
erett Elementary. He said the LES
budget had remained essentially flat,
rising just $1000, from $1.695.648.
to $1.696.648, from FY ‘09 to
FY’11. After those three years, LES
received a .91% increase in FY’ 12,
to $1,712,167. In FY’13, the el-
ementary school received a 1.16%
increase, to $1,731,999. The present
fiscal year saw a 5.18% decrease in
the LES budget, to $1.642.362, as
$77.000 was moved from the school
to the town side of the budget to pay
for various utilities: fuel and tele-
phone and electricity.

This year, the school is asking
for a 1.04% increase, to $1,659.509,
largely to pay for negotiated wage
increases in the recently signed
teachers’ contract.

Barbara Tiner raised a lone voice
in defense of school spending, say-
ing, “In terms of sustainability for
our town, the school is really im-
portant. If we become a gray haired
community, who is going to move
here?”

Later in the meeting, the select-
board rejected a suggestion to dedi-
cate the annual report to retiring
LES principal Anne Ross, opting
instead to dedicate it to the Council
on Aging.

Finally, turning to the subject
of whether the town should sell
the former Field Library building,
which now holds the private histori-
cal society’s Leverett Family Muse-
um, the board reached an agreement
with the society members present to
continue to hold the building within
the list of insured town properties,
as long as the society would vouch
for annual fundraising efforts suffi-
cient to pay all expenses related to
that building’s upkeep and mainte-
nance.

Susan Mareneck said, “There
might be a lot of people out there
who think,” the historical collec-
tion in the museum, “is a treasure.
They don’t think the town is going
to throw it away. There is an oppor-
tunity for public dialogue now, to
look at the artifacts and resources
we have there.”

As the graying future comes
more clearly into focus, Leverett’s

past is dim. but golden. a
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After Hubbub, Board Tends to Odds and Ends

By MIKE JACKSON

Most of Monday’s Selectboard
meeting was taken up by a presenta-
tion by representatives of the Kinder
Morgan company about a gas pipe-
line they propose to build through
the town (see story, page Al).

It did not lead to a vote.

When the crowd of opponents,
proponents, suits and curiosity-seek-
ers all cleared out, the few that re-
mained sat for a while, soaking up
the resonant silence in the second-
floor Town Hall meeting room, be-
fore turning to the rest of the night’s
agenda.

Goats and Trolls

Suzanne I.oManto, director of the
town’s RiverCulture program, came
before the board seeking permission
to unleash a horde of goats and trolls
on the public during next week’s
downtown “Third Thursday™ event,
a celebration of the reopened Turners
Falls-Gill Bridge dubbed TrollFest.

The goats, she said, had their shots
and their papers, and belonged to an
Amberst-based company called The
Goat Girls. They are usually rented
out for mowing vegetation.

The goats would be kept in an en-
closure in front of the empty former
Cumberland Farms building across
from town hall, available for petting
and questioning during the event.

The selectboard told LoManto
that the location in question actually
belongs to the Montague Economic
Development and Industrial Corpo-
ration (MEDIC), and that they had
no authority over it.

LoManto expressed surprise
which quickly developed into ac-
ceptance.( On Tuesday she told the
Reporter she had spoken with town
planner Walter Ramsey, who gave
the goats a green light on the MED-
IC’s behalf)

The second part of LoManto’s
request pertained to trolls. The trolls
will be large and terrifying, but not in
any way that seemed likely to pres-
ent a liability to the town.

“Have a good time.,” advised
board chair Mark Fairbrother.

Grass Got to Grow

Bruce Hunter, infrastructure co-
ordinator for the county’s Housing
and Redevelopment Authority, re-
ceived approval for a further $1,600

UNITY from page A1

older members in attendance, were
all smiles. The smiles got even
broader as Republic Services picked
up dinner and drinks for all.

Stanas said that he was very
pleased to advance the cause of the
skate park, and was thrilled that the
new generation of skateboarders
had already involved themselves in
the park’s future.

In mid February, The Tony Hawk
Foundation awarded a $5.000 chal-
lenge grant to the skate park com-
miftee. The funds could only be
collected, however, if the commit-
tee could raise $5,000 or more over
three months.

Then. at the end of February, a

disbursement for the Unity Park Im-
provement project.

The fields will not be open this
year. They need to establish them-
selves.

Police Department Personnel

Chief Chip Dodge came to the
board with two items of business re-
lated to department personnel.

On March 26, Reserve Officer
Trevor Allenby submitted a letter of
resignation, citing life changes and
lack of time availability.

The board accepted this resigna-
tion.

Dodge was joined by his Office
Administrator, Marsha Odle, to rec-
ommend the hire of a new full-time
dispatcher.

Of the applicants for the position,
Qdle said, only one, Aimee Wallace,
had public safety experience. In fact,
she serves as the Sergeant in Wil-
liamsburg’s police department.

Wallace’s hire, at Grade 2, Step 1
($13.50 an hour), was approved by
the board.

Library Assistant

Libraries director Linda Hick-
man approached the board first with
a procedural question. In the past,
as she understood it, the Trustees of
the Libraries had made hiring and
firing decisions in the department.
She wondered why she needed the
selectboard’s approval to hire a li-
brary assistant.

Town administrator Frank Ab-
bondanzio said he had consulted
with town counsel, who said that the
trustees do have appointing author-
ity. but not over union employees.
If the selectboard had been skipped
over in the past, he said, it had been
i1 erTor.

This situation, he noted, could be
changed by a compact, effectively
granting an exemption from the ex-
emption and putting hires back in the
trustees’ hands.

With this clarification made, Hick-
man appealed to the board to approve
the hire of Scott Schmith as Library
Assistant, at Grade 1. Step 2.

Schmith, she said, has a masters
in English, excellent computer and
customer service skills, and grant-
writing experience.

He had also been volunteering for
a year, and temping for five months,
and had the further qualification of

number of local businesses. includ-
ing Australis Aquaculture, Green
Fields Market. The Northeast Foun-
dation for Children, Joe Landry
Studio, Real Pickles, and Montague
Webworks doubled the size of the
Tony Hawk grant, challenging the
committee to raise an additional
$5.,000.

Montague town planner. Walter
Ramsey, is also working with the
skate park proponents to apply for
a Massachusetts Parkland Acqui-
sition and Renovations for Com-
munities (PARC) grant to build a
permanent concrete skate park at
Unity Park. While this state grant
is the most likely source of major
financing, the town and skate park
commiittee must still come up with

having been given the job itself a
week ago.

The board approved his hire, at
$12.51 an hour, retroactively effec-
tive to March 31.

Name Change

Selectboard member Mike Nelson
recused himself from the next item
on the agenda, sitting instead in the
hot seat for a minute while he asked
for the name on the Spring Parade /
5K Race application to be changed
to “Franklin County Pumpkinfest
and Parades Incorporated.”

It was previously named “Mike
Nelson”. He said the insurance com-
pany had advised the change.

The events are this Saturday,
April 12, with the race starting at
11:30 am. at the high school. and
the parade at 1 p m. at the Sheffield
school.

The two active board members,
Fairbrother and Christopher Bout-
well, approved the update, and Nel-
son regained his seat.

Other Towns® Clogs

Tom Bergeron of the DPW sought
the board’s signatures on an agree-
ment with the town of Northfield,
modeled after the one Montague
keeps with Erving, over reimburse-
ment for emergency vacuum-truck
service.

Since January, he said, Erving
had called for about 2 hours” worth
of help, and Northfield for about 3
hours.

The rate of reimbursement would
be $125 an hour during regular work-
ing hours, $175 an hour on evenings
and weekends.

The board agreed to the arrange-
ment.

Other Business

Twisters was approved to set five
tables out on the sidewalk in front of
their building at Second Street and
Avenue A for the sun-shining, ice
cream-eating season.

Old Home Days gets to use the
Montague Center common from
August 7, when early set-up starts,
through August 20.

The meeting then went into ex-
ecutive session fo discuss “strategy
with respect to deployment of secu-
rity personnel or devices, or strate-
gies with respect thereto.”

30% in matching funds.

Although the cost to build the
proposed 7.300 square foot skate
park is still not firm, the commit-
tee, the town and Berkshire De-
sign Group are attempting to re-
duce significantly the construction

costs from a previous estimate of
$460.000.

To help the Skatepark Commit-
tee meet their 810,000 challenge
with a tax-deductible contribution,
one can donate at unityskatepark.
com using the secure Paypal but-
ton, or send a check to the Brick
House, PO. Box 135 Turners
Falls, MA 01376, with the
words “Unity Skatepark” in

the memio line. I~
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The majority in attendance, in-
cluding landowners and environ-
mental activists, expressed opposi-
tion to the project, but several area
members of Local 596 of the La-
borers International Union of North
America (LIUNA) said they hoped
the project would come about.

“If you’ve got something go-
ing from one end of our zone to the
other, that could be a home run for a
guy like me,” said Dan Holloway of
Gill, speaking before the meeting.

LIUNA is under a temporary
project labor agreement with Kinder
Morgan to guarantee union work.

“Losing the [Turners Falls-Gill]
bridge to a non-union contractor was
a kick in the seat for all of us,” Hol-
loway added. “I could have walked
to that job.”

The company has claimed that
3,000 jobs would be created during
pipeline construction, a figure that
has garnered criticism from oppo-
nents who point out nearly all those
jobs would be temporary. “At the
end of two years, how many more
people are you adding?” asked Di-
ane McAvoy of Turners Falls.

Bill Darnley, also of Turners
Falls, objected to this line of think-
ing. “Those of us in the trades, we
go from temporary job to temporary
job. We work for one, two, three
years, six months... We have good
jobs, we have good benefits, and we
live pretty good lives. But we rely
upon the next job down the line.
This job — a three-year job, lot of
people, lot of space — for us, that’s
what we’re looking for.”

“I'm a member of one of the
unions I saw mentioned in the pro-

—

ALWAYS OFFERING THE AL FRESCO @

jection,” said Peter Hudyma of
Montague. “I am pro-union, and
I’m pro-jobs, but I'm against this
pipeline coming through our town,
because 1 don’t think it’s sustain-
able, I don’t think it creates sustain-
able energy for this state — contrary
to what our governor says.... I think
we should be working for jobs, but
sustainable jobs.”

According to Jim Hartman, a
land specialist with the compa-
ny, 10 out of 18 Montague land-
owners approached have granted
the company survey permission.
Montague resident Greg Pel-
lerin asked how the project
would move forward if the town
did not grant that permission.
“To keep the process moving, as a
last resort, we would petition the
Massachusetts Department of Pub-
lic Utilities, and ask them if we
could gain access to the property,”
explained Hartman.

The exchange around survey-
ing rights snowballed into talk of
eminent domain come construction
time. “You know the bottom line is
you can do it, whether they say yes
or no,” said Gill resident Steve Fen-
del.

“They have a way of reverse en-
gineering these things, where they
come and tell us it’ll be okay, and
then pay these petty, minuscule
fines, because it allows the work to
go forward, and it allows massive
profits,” said Kenton Cobb of Mon-
tague. Cobb described environmen-
tal violations on the company’s 300
Line Project in Pennsylvania’s Pike
County.

“If your pipeline does go
through,” he asked, “are you willing

Fore, at left, and Hartman, second from right.
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THIRD THURSDAY TURNERS FALLS TROLLFEST - APRIL 17, 5-9PM

FunkShun and Nina's Nook
Crafts & Troll House cookies for Kids

Turners
MacNab

The Great Falls Discovery Center » 2 Avenue A
Photography Exhibition and Pictorial Presentation by £d Gregory
e Evolution of the Turners Falls- Gill Bridge”

The Shea Theater » 71 Avenue A
TROMPI, A collection of funny, inspiring and imaginative troll videos

Art Installation at 104 Avenue A
A Video Projection Created by RiverCulture
Music by Daniel Hales, Performed by the Ambiguities

The Rendezvous ® 78 Third Street

8:30pm Live Music, The Ambiﬁuities & Bourquensweeno
followed by a screening of t

Visit our website. www.turnersfallsriverculture.org

The Brick House
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Third Street Studios
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alls painter Patrick
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to make an agreement with the town
for us to set a financial amount,
for when there’s erosion and when
there’s violations, that doesn’t max
out at $2 million... maybe some-
thing more along the line of $50
million, for when the Connecticut
River erodes, and the riparian areas
are covered in mud and soot and we
can’t fish in them anymore?”’

“I think that’s a complete distor-
tion of the company’s record,” coun-
tered Fore. “I don’t want to get into
every particular item.... There is an
extensive process of review by the
state and federal agencies for resto-
ration.”

Selectboard member Mike Nel-
son asked how landowners would
be affected by the pipeline on their
property.

After construction, Hartman said,
“all the property gets restored...
There aren’t trees on it, though. We
do have a prohibition on trees.”

* Paints - Oils,
Watexcolors

Bhushes

eBAKER

1 x104 Olfice
772 Fax
324 Cell

7
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Your Local
STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)

Montague

Weekdays: 8 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 am. — 1 p.m.

* Pastels ¢ Paper ¢ Pencils

Office Supply

310 Main St., Greenfield * 774-2345

“We were one of the landowners
approached several months ago. We
weren’t shown a map or anything,”
said Lisa Adams, of Our Father’s
Farm on Hatchery Road. “I don’t
think that I should have to lose any
kind of growing time, or work, on
our farm, while you scrape topsoil
off our land for your purpose.

“With all due respect for people
who want jobs in this town, we work
just as hard on our farm... And I’'m
not going down without a fight.”

“If the project goes forward,”
said Hartman, “we would make you
whole. You wouldn’t lose a dime
through the whole process.”

“You can’t tell me that,” she re-
plied. “And you can’t tell me that
your trucks leaking gas, leaking oil,
all over my property —”’

“They can’t do that,” Hartman
interrupted.

“You can say that all you want,”
Adams continued, “but you can’t

guarantee it. You can’t guarantee that
the pipes aren’t going to break.”

Fairbrother extended discussion
past the hour allotted, but eventually
brought the session to a close. “We
need to get going on other topics,”
he said. “If you’re leaving now,
please leave.”

The selectboard waited patiently
as the crowd, and Kinder Morgan’s
representatives, gradually filed out
to continue the debate on the side-
walks outside town hall.

When the last of them had left, all
three board members sat grinning.
No one had moved to change the
February decision, and for now the
town’s official non-cooperation will
continue.

If the company gains access to
Montague’s land on Country Hill
— survey Map 35, Lot #27 — it may
have to do so under the authority of
the state’s Department of
Public Utilities.

CALL 863-8666

GREAT FALLS HARVEST

fresh, local, creative cuisine

COME CHECK
OUT OUR
UNI9QUE
BRUNCH!

SUNDAYS
10:30 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm
Sunday10:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm
‘Join us for three course Thursdays $25
863-0023
located at 50 Third Street Downtown Turners Falls

Serving Home Grown
Farm-inspired Food & Drink

COHN &
COMPANY

T e —
Real Estate Agency

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

413-773-1149 x1

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

117 Main Street - PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

42 » CELL: 413-772-9279
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM

with a Conscience

For small to tall jobs
from Athol-Amherst.
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REVIEW
Stars As Far
As We Can See

By DANNY CRUZ

TURNERS FALLS - Hello
Readers! This is Danny Monster
Cruz of Flaming Dragons of Middle
Earth telling you about an amazing
show that happened Saturday night
at the Rendezvous.

The first band that played was
Holy Vex. They are a great experi-
mental psychedelic rock band. They
have a punk aesthetic, but I wouldn’t
call them punk.

The band is made up of Dylan
Kingsolver on guitar and vocals
and Al on drums. I loved Dylan’s
vocals — they reminded me of Cap-
tain Beefheart, or Sun Ra if he was
in a rock band. Al’s drumming also
reminded me of Sun Ra. It was or-
ganized chaos.

Their fashion was like Lemmy
from Motorhead smashing a teacup.
Al’s Mustache reminded me of John
Paul Jones” mustache. The audience
really liked it.

I give Holy Vex five out of five
stars for originality. They are one of
the best bands in the Valley.

Brian Gillig, a guy I've known
since the early days of FDOME.
fronts the next band Loudville. Bri-
an is a folk rocker well on his way
to becoming the next Prince. Loud-
ville’s sound is kind of like Warren
Zevon, the Fugs, Roky Erickson.
and Crazy Horse.

The fashion highlight of the night
was Brian’s Swiss camo jumper. It
was clearly a commentary on the
problems related to war.

Loudville came on like a hur-
ricane for the rejected. Vanessa
Brewster’s drumming was like Pete

THIRD THURSDAY: TROLLS ~ The Millers Falls Scrapbooks

TO TAI(E OVER TURNERS

By CHRISTOPHER

SAWYER LAUCANNO

According to Merriam-Web-
ster’s dictionary. a troll is “a dwarf
or giant in Scandinavian folklore
inhabiting caves or hills.”

Old Norse sources described
trolls as dwelling in isolated moun-
tains, or caves, where they lived
together in small family units. Un-
like Irish leprechauns. however,
they were rarely helpful to human
beings.

Trolls are described in folklore

as varying greatly in appearance.

Some are said to have tails, and
others several heads.
Their size is also a matter of

contention: some trolls are de-

scribed as being only a few inches

in height while others are depicted
as being several miles high.

The larger creatures often have
trees, moss or other plants protrud-
ing from their bodies.

Races of trolls apparently also
live in different places such as in
the mountains, forests, streams.
IiVErs Or even oceans.

particular landmarks, particularly
bridges, under which they often

seem to lurk, bursting on the scene

only to challenge unwary humans
attempting to cross the bridge.
Those gearing up to take part in
Troll Fest, the latest event in the
ongoing Turners Falls RiverCul-
ture Third Thursday series on April
17, have nothing to worry about.
The trolls that will be inhabiting

this downtown patty are all said to

be quite hiiman-friendly.

RiverCulture director Suzanne
LoManto said the idea for the Troll
Fest was to celebrate not only free-

dom from ice and snow. but also

to officially celebrate the renova-

tion and two-way reopening of the

Turners Falls-Gill Bridge.

“Every time I drive into Turn-
ers Falls,” she said, “I’m struck by
the beauty of the bridge. the view
of the town, and how everything is
situated in nature. The completion
of renovations to the bridge is re-
ally something to celebrate.

“The troll theme was a natural
step in the creative process
and offered many imaginative

The Enterprising Mr. Moore

By DAVID BRULE

‘When you’ve lived on your own
piece of land for so long, more than
40 years, walked it and worked it day
in and day out, you figure you must
know just about everything about
it. Five generations of family, close
to 150 years here in the same spot,
same house and same land, you're
pretty sure of where you're from and
where you are.

But once in a while, there are
revelations about your home place
and the land under your feet that can
throw new light onto some forgotten
corner of that premise of place.

That happened to me, just the past
week, when I took a stroll up off the
Flat, past the defunct Millers Falls
Tool Company and up to Moore
Street, to the Erving Public Library.

Since this is about local history, I
have to tell you that before being a
library, this building was the Erving-
side Elementary School where my
mother and generations of family
attended grammar school in the old
days. So it’s always a pleasure to en-
ter those cozy rooms dedicated to the
reading of books.

The occasion was a presentation
about a prominent Millers Falls/Er-
vingside family, the Moores, by two

Now I don’t have to tell some
of you about this village of Mill-
ers Falls, that straddles the Millers
River. Although the two parts of the
village were and are in the separate
towns of Montague and Erving, the
cultural community is one unit.

The Moores, almost lost to mem-
ory by contemporary residents, were
among the first settlers who made
this community on both banks of the
river what it is today.

Our two above-mentioned his-
torians took us back to 1630, when
the first Moore, Deacon John Moore,
set foot upon North American soil.
He arrived in Dorchester, and was
drawn to Windsor, Connecticut, an
established settlement and trading
post on the Connecticut River.

This, by the way, was the time of
the Pequot War, when English forces
were experimenting with total war
and the ethnic cleansing of the indig-
enous peoples on our continent.

This first Moore moved mto a
region that was troubled by conflict
between the newcomers and the
original inhabitants. According to
Ms. Campbell and Ms. Strahan, he
moved rapidly upwards through the
social and political hierarchy, be-
ing ordained in 1651, and becoming
Deputy Governor to John Winthrop.

local historian/genealogists, Sara Thus began an almost Biblical
Campbell and Shari Strahan. . "\/I o ORE page B6
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Often they are associated with

see STARS page B2

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

0. Does wine have real
health benefits?

There is evidence that
wine has health benefits, but
here’s an important statement
from the American Heart As-
sociation:

“Over the past several
decades, many studies have
been published in science
journals about how drink-
ing alcohol may be associ-
ated with reduced mortality
due to heart disease in some
populations.

“Some researchers have
suggested that the benefit
may be due to wine, espe-
cially red wine. Others are
examining the potential ben-
efits of components in red
wine such as flavonoids and
other antioxidants in reduc-
ing heart disease risk. Some
of these components may be
found in other foods such as
grapes or red grape juice.

“The linkage reported in
many of these studies may be
due to other lifestyle factors
rather than alcohol. Such fac-
tors may include increased

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

physical activity, and a diet
high in fruits and vegetables
and lower in saturated fats

“No direct comparison
trials have been done to de-
termine the specific effect of
wine or other alcohol on the
risk of developing heart dis-
ease or stroke.”

The reduction in heart-
disease deaths may be caused
by resveratrol, a substance
found in the skin of grapes.
especially purple and dark
red grapes.

Resveratrol is also found
in grape juice made from
dark grapes. Both red wine
and dark grape juice may
reduce the risk of blood
clots and LDL, the harmful
cholesterol. Wine and juice
may also prevent damage to
coronary blood vessels, and
maintain healthy blood pres-
sure.

Both red wine and grape
juice also contain antioxi-
dants that have been shown
to lower your risk of clogged
arteries. The antioxidants
may help lower blood pres-
sure, too.

O. What lifestyle changes can
raise your HDL number?

High-density lipoproteins
(HDL), remove cholesterol
from the bloodstream. HDL
should be at 60 mg/dL (milli-
grams per deciliter) or higher
to cut the risk of heart dis-
ease.

>! . Wine, Fats, and Women

Here are some tips to raise
your HDLs:
* Quit smoking
* Reduce your intake of meat,
eggs and dairy products
* Increase your intake of
monounsaturated fats such
as canola oil. avocado oil or
olive oil
* Consume soluble fibers that
are in oats, fruits, vegetables
and legumes
* Drink cranberry juice
+ Eat fish and other foods
containing omega-3 fatty ac-
ids.
« Avoid cakes, cookies and
highly processed cereals and
breads.
* Exercise
* Lose weight

0. Are women happier than
men?

There was a study of men
and women in the United
States that showed women
are happier than men in their
youth, and are unhappier
when they are old.

Among the influences
upon happiness found in the
study are these:

* Women marry earlier than
men leading to higher sat-
isfaction with family life at
that time in their lives.

* Men are the saddest in their
twenties, when they are the
most likely to be single.

* In later years. men tend fo

see GEEZER page B2

see TROLLS page B4

GILL — My mother had a great many
folk remedies. Those were often her only re-
course, since our farmhouse was isolated at
the end of a dirt road, far from neighbors or
telephone lines.

One day when my sister Bess gashed her
arm on a piece of glass, the wound would not
stop bleeding. My father was at work. There
was no one to drive Bess to a doctor or hospi-
tal. My mother, a resourceful woman, quick-
ly ran down to the cellar and into the crawl
space under the kitchen.

She gathered up spider webs and little
blobs called “heal-alls,” which are little
clusters of spider web which spiders weave
into a nest. She put the spider’s nests on the
wound. The blood coagulated, and the bleed-
ing stopped almost immediately.

My mother then placed “Babka” leaves
on the wound. The leaves are that of a
small plant, resembling miniature rhubarb
leaves. Whatever their name, the leaves has-
ten healing with the speed of penicillin.

Willow bark worked well for a headache
if there was no aspirin available. A shot of
brandy in hot tea with lemon and honey was
a sure cure for a cold; less brandy for the
young, and more for the elder. My father of-
ten warded off colds. or other ailments, with
a shot or two.

Chamomile tea calms folks down and
promotes restful sleep. My mother planted a
sprig of chamomile that spread over the entire
yard. Just strolling through the plant’s fra-
grance had a restful effect. She often reached
down to break off a bit to inhale the fragrance
of the tiny pale yellow blossom.

When someone stepped on a rusty nail in
the barn yard, a piece of salt pork applied to
the wound seemed to work as well as a teta-
nus shot.

My father called my mother a “Tsigan”, or
Gypsy. when she concocted lotions or balms
from various herbs or other things, because

Engraving of Millers Falls, 1891, detail.

Ancient Remedies and Ancient Cures

By JOE PARZYCH

in the old country, Gypsies peddled herbs and
spices and acted as effective healers when no
doctors were around.

My mother often sent me to gather big
bunches of Queen Anne’s Lace for a lady
who worked in the mill with her. The lady
used the plants to brew some sort of remedy.
‘What, we never knew. I only needed to know
that she paid me a whole quarter for every
bunch.

My mother had found no use for the lac-
ey plants, but used grape tendrils, or sour
grass, to give table food and preserves a tart
taste. Though deep fat fried squash blossoms
dipped in batter were of no specific remedy,
the taste of the delicacy was sure to lift your
SpIrits.

Best of all, the cost of these remedies was
minimal, at a time when dollars were very
dear.
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Joe’s stories will be included in As You
Write It: A Franklin County Anthology, Vol-
ume IV, edited by Laura Rodley.

Come to a debut reading of Volume IV
this Sunday, April 13 at 1 p.m. at the Gill
Montague Senior Center at Fifth Street in
Turners Falls. All are welcome.
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Pet of the Week

I'm a very excited and energet-
ic little fellow. My favorite place
in the whole world is snuggling on
a couch with someone who adores
me. I also love exercise and fun
activities.

I get along well with everyone
-- dogs. cats. humans.

I am eager to learn from some-
one who calms my nerves. My
goal is to study with a pro and I al-

ready qualify for financial aid for [

training! Come and meet me!

-

ok
-

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898

or at nfo[@dpvhs.org.

“FrAPjACK”

Senior Center Activities
April 7 through |1

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Center,
62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a m.
to 2 p.m. Congregate meals are
served Tuesday through Thursday
at Noon. Meal reservations must be
made one day in advance by 11 a m.
All fitness classes are supported by
a grant from the Executive Office of
Elder Affairs. Voluntary donations
are accepted.

Council on Aging
is Roberta Potter. Kitchen
Manager is Jeff Suprenant. For
more information, to make meal
reservations, or to sign up for
programs call 863-9357. Messages
can be left on our machine when
the center is not open.

Monday 4/14

9 a.m. Foot Clinic by appointment
10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise

1 p m. Knitting Circle

Tuesday 4/15

9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga

Noon Lunch

1 p m. Painting with David Sund
‘Wednesday 4/16

10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise

11:15 a m. Friends Meeting
Noon Lunch

12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday 4/17

9 am. Tai Chi

11 a m. - Sing Along with Morn-
ingstar and Moonlight

Noon Lunch

1 pm. Pitch

Friday 4/18

10:10 a.m. Aerobics

10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise

1 p m. Writing Group

Director

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at
2 Lockes Village Road. Call
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760,
for hours and upcoming programs.
Call the Center for a ride.

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Ervingside, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. for activities and
congregate meals. Lunchisat 11:30
a.m., with reservations required 24
hours in advance. Call Mealsite
Manager Rebecca Meuse at (413)
423-3308, for meal information
and reservations.

For information, call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at
(413) 423-3649. Transportation can
be provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center
to confirm activities, schedule a
ride, or find out when is the next
blood pressure clinic.

Monday 4/14

9am Tai Chi

10 am. Osteo Exercise
12:30 p.m. Quilting
Tuesday 4/15

8:45 am. Chair Aerobics
10 am. Steve Damon
10:45 a m. Senior Business
12:30 p.m. Painting
‘Wednesday 4/16

8:45 am. Line Dancing

10 am. Chair Yoga

Noon Bingo

Thursday 4/17

8:45 am. Aerobics

10 am. Healthy Bones & Muscles
12:30 p.m. Computer Class
Friday 4/18

9 am. Bowling

LEVERETT

For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.uis.

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga —
‘Wednesdays at 10 a m. at the Town
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free).

Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

STARS from page B1

Townsend and Nina Simone talking
long distance. Her smile is very Cliff
Huxtable: T wish Bill Cosby were
there to see this.

Loudville is for a mature audi-
ence, not for tweens. Their album
should definitely be parental ad-
visory. Five out of five stars for
originality and great song writing.
David Geffen, get a hold of these
jokers before Def Jam does.

The fans were loaded up like
Samuel L. Jackson shaking hands
with Jesse Jackson on a loading
dock for the next band, the Grudg-
es.

Idescribe their sound as Captain
Beefheart meets the Buzzcocks.
The pop community loves them.

I could see Lady Ga Ga listen-
ing to this; I could see the RZA
listening to this. I definitely see
Trauma Trigger from Philadelphia
listening to this. The Goth com-
munity believes in the Grudges.

Z

ey

X TRBASERS
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MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAM!

BY FUDGES TY AFIGHTFY IGVJFW
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CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO:
INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

RN

by MATT LIEFF

Lead singer and guitarist Jeremy
Latch wore a leather jacket that
made him look buff like Joey Ra-
mone. Lead singer Julianna Stevens’
voice sounded like Shirley Temple

SRR,

A R R R Y

© 2014 MATTHEW LIEFF

CT < nnn real e help?
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She’s wondering if the course is really worth the money..

What is she saying? Try your hand at this new ganie, designed
by a local resident. Check page B6 for this week’s answer!

and Barbara Streisand [censored by
the editors, sorry Danny]. Their lyi-
ics are definitely about sex, and their
new album should be parental advi-
Sory.

They have only been a band
for four months but they are un-
der-appreciated. They should get
signed to the label AC/DC was
on. or Sub Pop. They are major
label material.

Adam Langelotti of Sore Eros
fame played like Wayne Gretzky
in a hockey fight with Charlton
Heston. The Drummer, Orion
Russell, wore a soul-warrior
necklace that had a crystal in a
bullet shell. It was very contro-
versial to the new age commu-
nity.

I give the Grudges five out of
five stars for originality and song
writing. They are one of the fin-
est bands ever.

Shannon from the Bunwinkies

ILLUSTRATION BY DANNY CRUZ might have thought this was one

of the greatest rock and roll shows
in Turners Falls. Look for his and
Beverly’s new band, Grass Path, at
Madison on the Avenue on Thursday;,
April 17. Luke Csehak, formerly of
Happy Jawbone Family Band, will
be playing a solo set that night, as
will Turners Falls” newest jam band,

Hair Peace.
Pop Stars of the world.
do not sleep on Turners Wa
Falls. —
Leverett Elementary:
Books on Display
Books created by students at
Leverett Elementary School are
on display in the school library.
Author Richard Sobol spent
four days at LES this Winter in-
spiring the students to write and il-
lustrate their own books. He then
came back in February. The results
exemplify creativity. expression
and an understanding of life.
The books can be viewed in

the school library and also on the
school website.

GEEZER from pg B1

be married and many women are
widowed or divorced.

= Early in life, women are more
likely to fulfill their financial aspi-
rations because they tend to marry
slightly older men at a young age.

» Young men are more dissatisfied
with their finances, because they
want more than young women do.

+ Men become more satisfied with
their finances as they age, because
they have increased spending pow-

er.
W La

If vou would like to
ask a question, write to
Jred@healthygeezer.com.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

¢©

Turners Falls, MA 01376

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU
NSULY ('\r

25 Millers Falls Road &

{413) B63-4331

Ovlerwhe.'med b‘ stuff? Try sFrﬁk.’r’n Counri 's Most Conﬁn’inr

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

413-883-7323

www.pzinc.com

VARIERL OF
Easy in-town location ™E BES‘
Secure 24-hour access mﬁs

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Negus

People often come 1o see us
becouse their parents

and their grandparents did.
We're proud ta have

that kind of loyolty,

& Taylor, Inc.
Monuments ’M%M

and we work hard to keep it

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors
and Artists encouraged 1o inguire

« Gary and Mancy Malen

‘The perfect remembrance’ ;

+,

== e

&
¢ We engrave &
WIEIOTIES

»
-
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Hampshire Heqring Services
’ established 1984

Glenn T Shinner, Au D
Hearing and Hearing Axd Technology Shaped
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Care &

Patience To Optimize Social Interaction

Asan Audiology practice,
it’s who we are and what we do

24| King Street, Suite |19 {Pot Pourri Plaza] Northampton = 413-5856-9572
it’s all about communication

Renaissance Excavating, Inc.

COMPLETE
SITE WORK

Septic & Drainage Systems | Sand, Gravel & Loam
Main Road, Gill
Douglas Edson 413.863.4462
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201

“We

Serving all of

Hartnett Plumbing

) Woater Heaters, Drain Cleaning,

Colrain

Remadeling, Repairs

o~

give you a place to go

184 Jacksonville Road
413-624-0044

Franklin County

Mass. License #13175

Power Town
Apartments

157 Avenue A
PO, Box 48
Tumers Falls, MA
413-863-9433

professionally managed by:

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St

Property Manager

Sharon Cottrell
e

RYNH PICKLES]

Natural ly Fermented & Raw

Auvailable at
Upinngil and Food City!

www.realpickles.com
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA

michaal muller
owner
413.320.5336

Mww

Montague WebWorks .

make the web work for your business

com

28 Center Street
montague, ma 01351
info@montaguewebworks.com
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In the lobby, Tony has lost consciousness gazing up in rapture at
Lucius, polishing the chandelier. Economists are known to be stiff, so
Otis hauled him into the reading room to join the other patrons.

\
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By DAVID DETMOLD

In the reading room. no one
seemed disturbed. Herr Klee, the
snowplow driver, a barrel chested
man with bulging muscles, did not
even look up from his glossy film
guide as I stumbled in, dragging
Tony by his armpits.

The road crew did not work on
Fridays, by contract, unless there
was a bad storm. and Klee took his
days off very seriously.

Before he came to Mt. Parnas-
sus, Klee had worked as a strong
man in a traveling circus; he once
invited me up to his apartment to
see his souvenirs.

He had gained fame for his act.
taming the Nemean lion while
brandishing a whip and tripod and
wearing nothing but a loin cloth,
among the many other wonders he
had worked.

But his mind was not quite right,
and we tiptoed around him when-
ever he appeared in the reading
room.

Klee was known for having an
excitable temper.

Eddie was here, too. The son of
a well-known sheep farmer in the
neighboring town of Boeotia, he
and Cadmus and several of the oth-
ers were seated at various tables in
positions of repose, some with their
heads tilted back and books open
on their chests, others face down at
their reading tables, snoring in their
beards.

I looked over at Orville by the
Encyclopedia Britannica, in the
corner by the window. Even Or had
dropped off to sleep. exhausted by
his ceaseless vigil with the Furies.

The demons that haunted Orville
were quite real. Sometimes when he
sat there in his familiar nook, nod-
ding and twitching and jerking his
head from side to side with a look
of terror on his face, I felt I could
see them too, like winged phantoms
from a living dream.

They appeared as monstrous,
dark-winged women hovering in
the night just outside the blank
panes of the library windows,
plumed with bronze, steel-taloned.
fierce-eyed and remorseless.

One time, Or told me in one
of his more lucid moments, the
fiends had caught him in the park
at night.

“Th-they sunk their claws into

my mind,” he cried. “‘S-s-s-stop!.’
I screamed. Th-they flew away,
but they left s-s-spaces where their
claws had been. Long, c-c-curving
spaces in my brain. J-j-just behind
my eyeballs. Th-that’s when I start-
ed smoking.”

“T see,” I said. Orville’s nails
were malformed and yellow.
Ragged ribbons of flesh hung peel-
ing from the cuticles, stained brown
by nicotine.

Now he sat splayed out in the cor-
ner chair, mumbling in his dreams,
something about, “C-c-cassandra!
The wine is red, Cassandra...”

I dropped Tony at his usual place
by the periodicals. He slumped
down and banged his head on the
table, and that upset Ulysses. who
had been standing stiffly on Cad-
mus’s shoulder.

The black bird roused and rattled
his feathers and made a feint to fly.
He gave a hoarse call, emitted a
white stream of liquid excrement
onto the mottled carpet and settled
down again.

Eddie and Cadmus woke up at
the same time and stared blankly
across the table at each other. Ed-
die was clutching a hank of carded
wool, which he’d been using as a
pillow.

“What’s that?” I asked, pointing
to it.

“What?” he said, defensively.
He tried to hide the wool under his
sleeve.

“That wool,” I said.

“Oh, that.” He seemed embar-
rassed.

Eddie’s father, the sheep farmer,
owned a huge spread in Boeotia,
the neighboring hilltown.

The library up there, founded by
his grandfather and built with unin-
sulated cinderblocks, had a promi-
nent front door featuring twin lions
carved in bas relief standing on
their hind legs, supporting a single
pillar stretching toward the peaked
roof above the massive lintel.

The place was only open on
Wednesday evenings and Satur-
day afternoons. So, in winter, after
lambing was done, Eddie hifch-
hiked down and spent his evenings
here with us.

Now, he glanced at the hank of
wool in his hand as if it were some
sort of alien growth, a product of 1y-
canthropy. A few wisps were stuck
in the curls of his red beard.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Military Starts Brush Fire; Fatal Crash on Town Common;
Car, Jewels, Pills, Cash Stolen; People Are Pretty Drunk

Monday, 3/31

12:22 p.m. Caller report-
mmg used syringe on Lake
Pleasant Road. Referred to
an officer.

12:35 p.m. Complaint re-
garding speeding cars and
defecating dogs on Mon-
tague Street. Advised of
options,

2:39 pm. Woman trying
to bum cigarettes yelling
at passersby on Avenue A.
Gone on arrival.

4:28 p.m. Report that two
males had broken the red
construction fence around
the Unity Park ballfield
and were playing ball
Ballplayers spoken to.

4:43 p.m. Brown jeep re-
ported speeding through
the parking lots at Shef-
field and Hillerest schools.
Driver advised to slow
down.

Tuesday, 4/1

6:30 a.m. Fire alarm trig-
gered by burnt toast on
J Street. No emergency.
TFFED advised.

12:2% p.m. Two reports
of a black Hyundai fly-
ing sideways up Newton
Street and almost striking
children in a yard before
heading into Erving. State
police advised.

10:00 p.m. Highly intoxi-
cated male lying on ground
at FL. Roberts taken into
protective custody.

11:13
person n apartment on
Fourth Street.
stored.
Wednesday, 4/2

1:30 am. Unwanted per-

pm. Unwanted

Peace re-

son on Coolidge Awenue.
Subject sent on way.

10:10 Worliplace
dispute at Montague Ma-

a.Im.

chine. Advised of options.
2:13 p.m. Recklessly oper-
ated dirtbike pursued on
Old Sunderland Road to-
ward Route 47, Sunderland
advised. Dirtbike
later located at Montague

police

residence; suspected oper-
ator, who had just left, was
found to have a revoked
license due to wehicular
manslaughter, Suspect
located and issued crimi-
nal summons on charges
of marked line violation;
failure to stop for police;
operating to endanger;
operating a motor vehicle
with a revoked license;

operating an unregistered

motor vehicle/trailer; and
disorderly conduct.

2:17 p.m. Report of loose
pit bull on Bulkley Street.
Dog transported to ken-
nel. Owner

required to speak with an-

notified and

imal control officer before
retrieving dog.

6:3% p.m. Domestic dis-
turbance on Third Street.
Investigated.

6:40 p.m. Report of off-
leash dog approaching
young child and mother
at Unity Park. No physical
contact made; caller want-
ed incident on record.

9:09 p.m. Caller reported
almost striking apparently
intoxicated male walk-
ing in the middle of Main
Street near the Mini Mart.

was ar-

rested and charged with
resisting arrest; assault
and battery on a police of-
ficer; disorderly conduct;
and disturbing the peace.
9:10 p.m. Minor damage
to parked vehicle after hit-
and-run accident on Third
Street outside Rendezvous.
Report taken.

Thursday, 4/3

12:45 am. Alarm set off
by balloons inside Millers
Pub. Services rendered.
8:12 a.m. Neighbor dispute
over parking on Elewventh
Street. Peace restored.
8:16 am. Alarm assumed
to have been set off by
cats on Pleasant Street.
Residence secure.

11:16 am. Jewelry alleg-
edly stolen from Second
Street residence. Report
taken.

11:35 a.m. Report of a
man playing chicken with
traffic on the General
Pierce bridge. Area search
negative.

2:92 p.m, Car into tree on
Main Street. Passenger
Catherine Woodard, 90, of
Leverett, was transported
to hospital and later died
of her injuries.

5:06 pm. Two parties
came Into station; male
reported that he had been
having truck trouble on
Route 63, was looking un-
der the hood, and thinks
he was hit on the head and
knocked out. Male awolke
to find that some of his
clothing had been removed
and was missing. Caller's

girlfriend did not believe
his story. Parties were ar-
guing in the lobby. Parties
separated and spoken to;
advised of options.

5:20 p.m. Threatening/ha-
rassment on G Street. Ad-
vised of options.

5:22 p.m. Report of ablack
Honda traveling:
very fast on Third Street
and nearly hitting a child.

Civic

Extra patrols of area re-
quested.

Friday, 4/4+

6:21 a.m. Alarm sound-
ing at Colle Opera House;
keyholder stated that jani-
tor has a tendency to come
mn and forget to shut the
alarm off. Clear.

1:55 p.m. Caller stated that
dog allowed to run off
leash 1s defecating in his
yard on Griswold Street.
Unable to locate. Caller
contacted PD again to
complain that a different
dog was defecating on his
property. Unable to locate.
Animal control officer no-
tified.

2:17 pm. Used hypoder-
mic needle found on Sec-
ond Street. Item disposed
of properly.

2:41 p.m. Report of Oxy-
contin and cash stolen
from Powertown Apart-
ments.

8:17 p.m. Complamnt re-
garding tramn that had
been parked in Millers
Falls since yesterday and
idling for some time. Pan
Am contacted; stated they
were “trying” to geta crew
out there.

9:07 p.m.

was arrested on a default
warrant.

Saturday, 4/5

3:02 am. Caller very up-
set about train still idling:
in Millers Falls. Caller
that complaint
would be documented and

assured

forwarded to railroad; re-
ferred to selectboard of-
fice for further options.
Pan Am contacted again;
stated they had no choice
but to leave the train
where it was for now but
were working on getting
1t moved.

3:19 am. Aware alarm
triggered by faulty phone
in Millers Falls.

3:19 pm. Spoke to skate-
boarders in the roadway

on L Street, Skaters were
very polite and receptive.
Moved along.

8:46 p.m. Four calls report-
ing what sounded like au-
tomatic gunfire in area of
Federal Street and Hanna
Brook Lane. Advised caller
that sound was most likely
due to military exercises
in the area. Referred to an
officer.

9:37 pm. Brush fire in
area of military exercises
behind Sirum’s. Officer re-
porting the fire is approxi-
mately 30 yards across
and being spread by the
wind. Fire extinguished
by military personnel and
Montague Center Fire
Department.

Sunday, 4/6

4:31 a.m. Request for K-9
unit to assist in investiga-
tion of robbery at Cum-
berland Farms in Green-

field.
6:39 a.m. Car stolen from
driveway on Franklin

Street overnight. Vehicle
entered into NCIC as
stolen, Car recovered in
Holyoke with significant
damage shortly thereafter.
7:58 am. Single car ac-
cident on Turners Falls
Road. Caller reported that
operator had passed out;
has since regained con-
sciousness. Patient evalu-
ated; no mjuries; medical
transport refused. Minor
damage to vehicle.

10:53 a.m. Hit and run ac-
cident on South Prospect
Street; minor damage to
one vehicle (mirror). Un-
able to locate.

1:57 pam. Brush fire on
Turners Falls Road.

3:24¢ p.m. Out-of-control
brush fire behind proper-
ties on Federal Street and
Dewolf Road. MCFD no-
tified; fire extinguished
by MCFD and property
owner.

5:30 p.m. Caller concerned
about ex’s dog who al-
legedly bit her son in the
elbow in Montague last
week. Referred to animal
control officer.

7:56 pm. Party removed
to hospital following call
in Turners Falls.

8:37 p.m. Chimney fire on
Federal Street. MCFD on

scene.

“Penelope asked me to bring
this in for her,” he admitted in a
small, barely audible voice. But as
he spoke her name, a change came
over his drowsy features. He smiled
and stroked the wool absently. “It’s
for her weaving.”

Penelope gave handweaving les-
sons for the children after school.

The same half completed pattern
was always on her loom. It never
seemed to suit her; the kids were
not attentive; they stole the warp
threads when she wasn’t looking
and ran off to play with them down
in the willows by the river.

“That’s nice of you. Eddie.”

Ipropped Tony’s head on a beau-

tifully bound copy of The Book of
Baby Beasts, the 1915 Hodder &
Stoughton edition, lying close at
hand.

A sigh escaped his lips, or per-
haps it was a shudder. but otherwise
he did not move.

Continued next week.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Mon tague
ROOKM XL

Open Daily 10 - 6
413-367-9206

www.montaguebookmill.com

SINCE 1970
LICENSED, INSURED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES
POWER WASHING

BrRiAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT

240 GHEENFIELD ROAD - MONTAGUE, MA 01351
PHONE & Fax 413-367-9896 - RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY. COM

10 Masonic Ave
Turners Falls
MA 01376

Frank J. Dudek

413.775.3327 - Cell

Kelly Berthiaume
413.863.5394 - Office

frankd 74@yahoo.com

Dudek Tax Service

ENT TO EXCELLENCE |
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

MA Reg #RS2066 |

N & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

NEEDFUL HINGS i

SELLING QUALITY
B USED FURNITURE

174 AVENUE A
TURNERS F;:L:%s%?j:cﬂuwﬁs 48 Randall Road B AND COLLECTIBLES
4

Montague
phones1s so337s0 | L~ NEW ITEMS ARRIVE WEEKLY! ~

Open Monday-Saturday * 413-774-7430
199 Deetfield Street (Rtes. 5& 10), Greenfield

PERGUAL VRS WLLS 6 ESIHTES, WORHER'S COMTP

Mike Fuller, Owner
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ILOOKIING
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Here’s the way it was on April
8, 2004 News from the Montague
Reporter s archive.

doors.

This was in part due to GCTV
opening their Crocker Studios to
allow Power Point presentations
to be broadcast to home viewers,
but it was the contestants who re-
ally made it a show.

There was Meg Morris of the
Energy Answers Corp., promising
$2.75 per ton of garbage, which
would mostly come from EAC’s
two trash-to-energy plants.

Next came Turners Falls’ own
Ted Skrypek, co-chairing South
Boston Port Transfer, offering
$800,000 per years for 6 to 7
years, a million more for local
businesses, and a whole bunch of
ideas about what to construct after
capping the landfill — a golf course
and recreation center, for starters.

And finally, Pat Hannon. presi-
dent of Mass Environmental and

Goodbye Voudren

Last night, the town caucus
system showed its power as in-
dependent voters joined Dems to
toss incumbent Edward Voudren
out of the race for Montague se-
lectboard, backing Patricia Pruitt
121 to 32, with Chris Boutwell in
third place with 27 votes.

Turnout at the caucus was
heavy, more than fripling last
year’s showing of 49 voters, when
Dr. Allen Ross was the sole select-
board candidate to seek the party
nomination.

Voudren said of the vote: “I
will back away, with a smile on
my face, and retire from this busi-

TROLLS from page B1
programming possibilities.”

The evening will feature a va-
riety of performances, demonstra-
tions and art exhibitions centered
around the theme of trolls, mythol-
ogy and folklore. As always, events
will take place throughout down-
town Turners Falls.

Goats and kids (the baby goat
sort) will be on hand for petting
and photographing. In addition,
Bert and William, giant troll pup-
pets created by Skeleton Crew The-
ater, will be holding court on the
Avenue.

The mics at The Brick House
will be open for all and everyone
with sign-up at 6 and performances
beginning at 6:30.

The Great Falls Discovery Cen-
ter (2 Avenue A) will host an art
opening and talk by local historian
Ed Gregory at 7 p.m. Gregory will
illustrate his talk, “The Evolution
of the Turners Falls-Gill Bridge”
with historic photographs from his
own collection.

Third Street Studios (36 Third
Street) will host the work of painter
Patrick MacNab. MacNab exam-
ines the subconcious realm through
the theme of trolls and other crea-
tures.

At The Shea Theater a special
delight awaits visitors in the form
of TROMP!, an international col-
lection of 20 short, funny, thought-
ful, exciting and imaginative troll
videos.

Funk*Shun and Nina’s Nook
will be featuring kids crafts, red
caps and troll house cookies.

“Basement Suite”, an installa-
tion created by RiverCulture Di-
rector Suzanne LoManto will be
projected to an outdoors audience
and feature a song performed by
The Ambiguities.

LoManto commented: “Creating
the video and the installation itself
was a group effort between local
artists, musicians, actors, puppe-
teers, lighting designers, film mak-
ers and business owners. The pro-
cess allowed me to meet and col-

laborate with lots of creative people
in Turners Falls. I am thankful for
their support and generosity.”

The final project will be project-
ed on a storefront at 112 Avenue A.
According to LoManto, “Basement
Suite” loosely interprets a song by
local musician/composer Daniel
Hales, telling the story through the
use of shadows and colored light.
Actors, including a seven-foot
troll, were shot from behind a 20
foot scrim. The effect is whimsical
and fascinating.

The location and theatrical light-
ing were donated by Fast Lights.
Tim de Christopher, Jack Nelson
and Jonathan Chappell also as-
sisted.

Entertainment continues with
live music at the Rendezvous at 78
Third Street.

The Ambiguities and Bourquen-
sweeno start up their instruments at
8:30 followed by a screening of the

classic film, Troll 2.
D

meeting took on a game show air
this week as competing landfill
contestants bid each other up and
told the audience what they had
waiting behind their respective

ness.” CEO of Global Environmental
Strategies, who offered to pay
Trash = Money $1.3 million per year for 12 to 14
years, outbidding the other two by
The Montague selectboard a large margin.

Whoever is finally chosen,
their offerings will have to cover
roughly $375,000 in designing
and permitting the new landfill
site.

Flesta Spring Parade and
Sk Race this Seturdey

Ty

What’s better than a
parade? A foot race and
a parade. Both come
together this Saturday,
April 12, in Turners
Falls. The 5K starts
at Turners Falls High
School at 11:30. The
fourth annual Franklin
County Spring Parade
takes off from Sheffield
School at 1 p.m. Both
events follow the same
route.

The first-ever Franklin County
Spring 5k is a fundraiser for the
Unity Skate Park Campaign with
all proceeds benefitting the project.
Both walkers and runners are en-
couraged to participate.

None other than the Western
Mass football champions - the Tuin-
ers Falls High School Indians — will
be the grand marshals at this year’s
event.

The Parade theme this year is
“Fiesta,” and the mood, after this
year’s cold, dark and snowy win-
ter is indeed festive. We're not sure
whether the crowd will be breaking
out their sombreros and maracas but

rumor has it that some homeowners
along the route are apparently deco-
rating their homes in celebration of
these events.

“The Parade has surely become
a symbol of the coming of spring
in Franklin County,” said organizer
Michael Nelson. “It’s a great op-
portunity to see friends again after
hiding by the wood stove all win-
ter. This year we have added the SK
component ahead of the parade to
encourage exercise in the fresh air.
Even better, the 5K is a fundraiser
for the proposed Skatepark in Turn-
ers so you can be healthy and sup-
port the community all at once.”

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE ERVING POLICE LOG

Tourist Dissuaded; Skateboarder
Escapes; Nine Medical Emergencies

Monday, 3/2%

4 p.m. Report of suspi-
cious activity at elemen-
tary school.

9 p.m. Assisted on scene
of medical emergency on
Forest Street.

Tuesday, 3/25

9:05
scene of medical emer-

am. Assisted on

gency on High Street.
4:65 p.m. Report of fire
on porch at French King
Highway.

9:20 pm. Assisted on
scene of medical emer-
gency on Old State Road.
Wednesday, 3/26

9:57 a.m. Reportof animal
cruelty on Pratt Street.
Animal seized, brought to
shelter.

3:45 p.m. Removed debris
from French Ring High-
way.

4 p.m. Report of two dogs
missing from High Street.
Owner found same.

6:06 pm. Assisted on
scene of medical emer-
gency on French King
Highway.

11:30 p.m. Report of sus-
picious activity on River
Road. Checked area.
Thursday, 3/27

9:20 am. Assisted Gill
PD with disabled motor
vehicle at Barton’s Cove.

11:15 a.m. Report of lar-
ceny from Lester Street.
2:40 pm. Report of dis-
turbance at High Street
residence.

6 p.m. Officer to keep the
peace at Lester Street
while
property from building.
Friday, 3/28

11 a.m. Unable to remove
tree branch from North
Street roadway. Highway

subject removed

Department removed
same.

4:45 pm. Abandoned 911
call, North Shore Road.
10:30 p.m. Arrested 19-
year-old woman on For-
est Street for domestic
assault and battery and
threat to commit a crime.
Saturday, 3/29

8 am. Report of motor
vehicle crash on Route 2
at Farley Flats. No inju-
ries.
11:08
loose dog at Weather-

am. Report of

heads Convenience. Gone
on arrival.

12 p.m. Officer at West
Main Street to lkeep the
peace.

2 pm. Report of large
amount of smoke com-
ing from pump station on
Arch Street.
partment notified.

Sewer de-

9:15 p.m. Mutual aid to
Montague PD on report
of several people fight-
ing at a Chestnut Street
apartment.

Sunday, 3/350

5:41 pm. Assisted FD
with fire at Pratt Street.
6:03 pm. 911 call with
static from North Street
address. Nothing found.
Monday, 3/51

10:40 am. Assisted on
scene of medical emer-
gency on Old State Road.
3:40 p.m. Dog found on
Swamp Road. Owners
picked up same.

4:50 p.m. Loose dog near
River Road. Found and
returned home.

5:15 p.m. Officer at Pratt
Street residence for lar-
ceny investigation.

8:30 pm. 911 call from
North Street. Found to be
ongoing phone issue.
Tuesday, 4/1

1:30 p.m. Suspicious male
at French Hing Bridge
was sight-seeing. Moved
same along.

4:50 p.m. Assisted on scene
of medical emergency on
West Main Street.
Wednesday, 4/2

1:45 p.m. Assisted onscene
of medical emergency on
Northfield Road.

9 p.m. Mutual aid to Mon-
tague PD for combative
female subject on South
Street.

10:50 pam Assisted on
scene of medical emer-
gency on Route 2.

Friday, 4/4

5:1% am. Domestic dis-
turbance at West High
Street residence. Found to
be verbal only. Separated
subjects.

1 p.m. Report of male sub-
ject skateboarding down
the middle of Moore
Street. Gone on arrival.
Saturday, +/5

1:06 pm.
scene of medical emer-

Assisted on

gency in French King
Bowling Alley parking
lot.

3:15 p.m. Report of small
white dog in road in area
of River Road and Pratt
Street. Unable to locate.

9 am. Resident reports
children
under bridge

seeing young
playing
in the River Road area.
Checked same. No one
playing in the area at this
time.

10:49 pm. Report of
property found on Route
2. Same collected, owner
advised.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Owner
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Z BASICALLY
BICYCLES

| YRECISION

' /\REPAIRS

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

e

St

Come try the ultimate in
performance and comfort.

MA Reg. #RS2190

Ph. {413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS
REFAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

39 Center Road

2 fretted In

_ strument Workshop =
s 49 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass. OIODZ ﬁ)

TS oo 2o o nce VBN

Recumbents « Trikes « Electric Bikes
88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376

(413) 863-3556 » www.basicallybicycles.com
: David Carr « dave@basicallybicycles.com

Renaissance
Builders

Quaity, Craftsmanship, Original Thought

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

§

Pipiones
’Lmﬁﬁﬁv
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & CO, Refills

* Guns & Ammo
Open 7 am 7 days a week ‘
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

WANTED?

Kawasaki

1969710 1976
In Any Condition
Call Joe
(978)- 760-5042
(508) 481-33597

Onsite Software
Support on PCs and
Macs from Windows
to Officeto
QuickBooks

Debbe Dugan
863-5030

3- and 4-Cylinder Motorcycles

Professional Painting &
Decorating Contractor
Commercial ®* Residential ®* Industrial

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS™

www.conturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA ¢ 413-863-4346

SALES = SERVICE » INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Devine Overhead Doors

Gerry Devine

106 West Street
Hadley, MA. 01035

Hampshire: 586-3161
Franklin: 773-9497
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all
levels welcome to play traditional
Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m.to 1 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok-
er tournament, with cash prizes.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Camnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music and
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny.
9 p.m to midnight. Free.

EVERY THURSDAY

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
& Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Thursday
Night Jazz, Ted Wirt and John
Harrison, 5to 7 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

THE LADY
GREW:

(I

077

‘. Momtague MA
va [ Bam - llillu {ul 11.‘u.‘11_:
(413)367-0666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny.
9 p.m to midnight. Free.

ART SHOWS:

Augusta Savage Gallery, UMass,
Ambherst: Bobby Davis: Traces of
a Memory, on display through
April 18.

Leverett Crafts and Arts Cen-
ter, Leverett:
Karen Chap-
man Signs of
Life. Recent
oil paintings.
On display
through April
20.

Nina’s Nook,
Turners Falls:
Look Af Me!
Playful wood-
en sculptures
by William Ac-
corsi. On dis-
play through
April 26.

Discovery
Center, Turn-
ers Falls: Ed
Gregory’s photo exhibit in the
Great Hall, a selection of high-
resolution images of typically
mundane subjects that are pre-
sented in “Graph Scanic” format.
On display through May 31st.

CALL FOR DESIGNS:

Paint the Town Green Mural Proj-
ect RFP. Proposals for a mural
project to be installed on the out-
side wall of Green Fields Market,
Greenfield in the theme of “Our
Community Involvement in Sus-
tainable Food Systems”. Submit
proposals by 4/22. greenfieldlo-
calculturalcouncil.org/paint-the-
town-green-mural-project-rfp/.

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, APRIL 10

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly
Temple, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 11

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne
Falls: Notorious, classic Hitch-

cock espionage tale. B & W, 101
min. $, 7:30 p.m. with music be-
fore the movie at 7 p.m.

Great Falls Coffeehouse, Dis-
covery Center, Turners Falls:
Lorre Wyaltt & Michael Nix. Lorre,
lifelong friend and musical col-
laborator of Pete Seeger’s, best
known for his socially and envi-
ronmentally-conscious material.
Part of this performance will fea-
ture songs that Lorre and Pete
co-wrote for the 2012 CD “AMore
Perfect Union”, as well as some
of Pete’s classics. $, 7 p.m.

GCC Sloan Theater, Greenfield
Main Campus: A Cave Sfory, an
original play by Roddy Barnes,
directed by Tom Geha with a
cast and crew of GCC students,
7 p.m.

Shea Theater, Turners falls:

Cary Grant & Ingrid Bergman in Alfred Hircheock
classic film: “Notorious” A 1946 infriguing and
passionare romantic espionage rale, b & n. 7:30 p.n. ar
Porhole Pictures, Friday ¢ Saturday April 171 ¢>12.

WOLF! Trial of the big bad wolf,
$,7:30 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Lonesome Brothers, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An-
derson, renegade blues, 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12

Fiesta Spring Parade, Turners
Falls. Begins at Sheffield School,
1 p.m. Details: fcevents.org

Shea Theater, Turners falls:
WOLF! Trial of the big bad wolf,
$,2p.m. &7:30 p.m.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne
Falls: Notorious, classic Hitch-
cock espionage tale. B & W, 101
min. $, 7:30 p.m. with music be-
fore the movie at 7 p.m.

Montague Common Hall, Mon-
tague Center: Gender Role Free
Contra Dance, $, 7 p.m.

GCC Sloan Theater, Greenfield
Main Campus: A Cave Story, an
original play by Roddy Barnes,
directed by Tom Geha, cast and
crew of GCC students, 7 p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Happier

Valley Comedy Show All-new im-
provised comedy show featuring

“The Ha-Ha's” and ImprovBoston
veterans “The Stable” $, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell:
Connection, 9 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Rock 201, $, 9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Girl
Cat Adams, Dynamite Whip, folk/
blues/rock, 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13

Shea Theater, Turners falls:
WOLF! Trial of the big bad wolf,
$,.2p.m.

Leverett Crafts and Arts, Leverett:
Danse Café, French and Breton
Dance. Dancing, instruction, live
music, French Café ambience, $,
3 to 5:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow’s Re-
bellion, Steve Crow, Peter Kim,
& Joe Fitzpatrick, warped Ameri-
cana, 8 p.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 14

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Nick’s Sweet ‘80’s Movie: Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off, 9 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 15

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Genetic Roulette, documentary
film, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16

Montague Bookmill, Montague
Center: Daniel Bachman, 6-string
& lap guitar player, $, 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 17

Green Fields Market, Greenfield:
Happy, Healthy, and Whole:
Your Personalized Roadmap To
Radical Self-Care facilitated by
Katerine Golub. Free workshop
exploring how to access greater
self-compassion, nourishment,
simplicity, connection, and pur-
pose. www.radicalselfcarenow.
com, noon to 1 p.m.

Zydeco

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Open Mic Night, hosted by Pa-
mela Means, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil-
iault Trio, acoustic rock with St-
urgis Cunningham & Klondike
Koehler, 8 p.m.

Madison on the Avenue, Turners
Falls: Grass Path, Luke Csehak,
Hair Peace. 8 p.m.?, free.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Trolifest with The Ambiguities
and Bourquensweeno, 8:30
p.m., free.

FRIDAY, APRIL 18

St. Kazimierz, Turners Falls:
Holy Vex, OFC and Rebel Base,
rock/punk rock/metal/etc, ben-

efit for Unity Skatepark. Show is
all ages, positive ID gets a bar
bracelet. Sliding scale admis-
sion, 8:30 p.m.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIRES

Friday & Saturday
April 11th & 12th, 7:30 p.m.
NOTORIOUS

ErE AT Mu‘?ic at7 p.m. "
riday: apellagos--a cappella songs
Saturday: Daniel %a!es & Ipmst Heaves

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

?ﬁli_kﬂ’; ) !
The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls

Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m.

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

(413) 863-9576

R SESSRSSRA W

S

SRS
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Draft

- Beer

Fine Wine
Friday, 4/11
Barrett Anderson, blues

Saturday, 4/12
Zydeco Connection
Sunday, 4/13 8 p.m
Crow’s Rebellion
Thursday, 4/17 8 p.m.
Tommy Fihault Trio
978-5344-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www. DejaBrewPub.com

The
i

THURS.4/10 8PM FREE
Half Shaved Jazz

9 p.m.

9 p.m.

é
.

A AR

AR

" Monday
9pm - Movie!,

FRI. 4/11 NO SHOW
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band
cancelled due to injury

SAT. 4/12 9:30 FREE

Girl Cat Adams - Dynamite
Whip (folk/blues/rock]

SUN.4/13 9pm FREE
TNT KARAOKE

_22@ WD STREET
TURNERS FALLS, MA

© READEZVOUSTFMACOM
WD TR 30632666

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

DILLON CHEVROLET INC.

54 Main Street
P.O. Box 729
Greanfield, MA 01302

]

b i e
o C=
Serving the Area for over 25 years

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
4 Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-2471

» Dead Bolts
» Household Lock Sets

Locksmith - CRL

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified » Bonded= Insuied

Call Now for a Free

Bryan G. Hobbs
Remodeling Contractor

Blown Cellulose Insulation » Airsealing * Frergy Audits
Replacement Doors & Windows = Roofing » Siding,
Home Repairs * Spray Foam Insulation

Bryan G. Hobbs

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity,
challenging every student every day,
helping students develop the determination and the
|basic skills they need to follow their own inspiration

413 863-8055 www.fourwinds school.info

38 3rd Street
Christa Snyder - Creator
Thur-Fri 11-6

Custom: Sewing, Upholstery, Slip Covers,
Floors, Signs, Handbags, Pillows, Fabric Fun

Sat 10-5

Turners Falls
413-863-0003
Sun 12-4

RoN SICARD . SRV IESIEn Sy & e ey Energy Audit: 346 Conway St., Greenfield

SALES REPRESENTATIVE e PthE %i:gg ?-’E-ggzg > EnfeSomanishions Ehangre qu 863_3022 (413) 775-9006 E'r'llfm?’n;‘bﬁ :?H::f}r.:'fffrg@;\:u::f.ln'mn
FOLR WINDS SCHOOL FUNK*SHUN fHEHARD  GREAT Searoop &

The strengths of the one-room school i@\@/d Goob TIMEs
meet the challenges of the 21st Century. FUN, FUNKY, FUNCTIONAL "S Irish Seisun Music

3’975# ‘P“SQ?

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst
(413) 548-6900

Thursday 4 to 7
Friday 9 to 1

[Pam, Veith
REALESTATE

75 Main Street: Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, &-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR e .. u43) 408 0207 12

Cell: (413) B34-4444
Home: (413) 863-2166
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comcast.net

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

www.tntprodj.net
413-522-6035

TNT PRODUCTIONS
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS

“We Know Entertainment”

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com

| 888-763-3143
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MOORE from page B1

series of generations down to the
present.

Deacon Moore’s son, John Junior,
had seven sons and a daughter. The
stage was set. With each succeed-
ing generation through the 1700s
and 1800s, carefully documented by
Campbell and Strahan, the Moores
prospered and spread throughout
New England.

One of them was bound to make
it to Erving, and the one-horse town
of Grout’s Corner across the river.

By 1838, Oliver Moore bought
a huge portion of the Erving Grant,
becoming the owner of 187 acres on
the Erving side. This land extended
from what is now the site of the Erv-
ing Elementary School down to our
house on the Flat, and bordered on
two sides by the Connecticut and
Millers rivers.

The Erving Grant lands of 1751
comprised 11,016 acres, and were
purchased by John Erving from a
committee of the Great and General
Court. (The History of Erving, print-
ed in 1983, does not explain how this
Great and General Court was able
to sell this tract of land, nor where
they obtained it. No mention is made
of the Indigenous Peoples who had
lived on it for 10,000 years.)

Oliver Moore. now proprietor of
Ervingside (and the land upon which
our house sits) conveyed his land
holdings to his son James Moore,
who actually settled in Erving.

James married Experience Root
Holton of Northfield. He built his
sawmill on the Millers River, at the
foot of what is now Bridge Street.
He had envisioned a village spring-
ing up near his mill, a factory on part
of his land on the Erving Grant, and a
sprawling family farm on the heights
above. James was a visionary, and a
very persistent man.

The Greenfield Gazette and Cou-
rier of June 30, 1906, unearthed by
Shari Strahan, recounts an anecdote
that demonstrates the character of
this singular man:

“Moore was very persistent. He
courted Priscilla Chapin but was re-
jected. He married another, but when
she died. he tried Priscilla again, but
again was rejected! His second wife
died, leaving him with an accumulat-
ed seven offspring. ‘Faint heart nev-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

er won a fair lady’ quoted the scribe
of the Courier. James tried again, and
this time Priscilla accepted him.”

While all this cowrting, procre-
ating and dying was going on. the
persistent James was also court-
ing investors for his ambitions of
developing the land on the Flat. In
1856, he was marketing these lower
lands along the river, even propos-
ing a power canal running down the
length of what is now River Street,
out to the river through our woods
and pasture lands!

By 1868, Moore had interested
three industrialists: Henry Pratt,
Levi Gumn, and Charles Amidon.
By 1869, plans were made for a fac-
tory — the firture Millers Falls Com-
pany — and a dam across the falls, to
power the machines.

The Tool Company eventually
bought the land. and built houses
for the workers along River Street.
My great grandfather, Judah Smith,
a teamster for the Company, bought
our house and pasture land from the
Company in 1882.

James died in 1869, not living
to see the prospering Millers Falls
Company, nor the rapidly growing
village of Millers Falls.

Lucinda Experience Moore,
daughter of James and Eliza Jane
Austin Moore, married Leroy Weath-
erthead. Their descendants owned
the Weatherhead Farm and associ-
ated businesses: a farmstand, an ice
cream parlor, vacation cabins, a tea
room. They sold the property to the
Sembs 1n 1947, but the Weatherhead
name remains associated with the
establishments on the French King
Highway and Route 63.

The Moore name faded from
collective memory, save for Moore
Street, now integrated into Route 63,
and save for the inquisitiveness and
persistence of our two historians.

As for me, my land on the Flat
has remained preserved as it was on
the early map of April 1788. It has
the same contours and boundaries,
though no longer a meadowland, but
woods and riverbank.

Now under the permanent protec-
tion of a conservation restriction, our
land will remain as it always was,
when Erving heirs sold this
part of the Grant to the enter- ma
prising James Moore. s

E'VE GOT
THE KEY

to your mortgage

~~

BestLocalBank.com

wcey Ping 50 Hager, Missy Tetreault, Chris Eugin,

wikl, Kellie Nichplas, Ann Lulppold,

Greentield
Co-operative &
Bank —N

A Great Financial Partner

Turners Falls - Sunderland -
Greenfield - Northfield - Shelburne Falls 413 772-0293 - -

" fast, local -
turn
around

check out our
mortgage page
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CALL 863-8666

LA

WN ' CARE
Landscape Design & Maintenance

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care

Die_:

™

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls  'T'ile

Member
( Z The Flooring Network.

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Lino
Carpet

mand Farm

-

The §ill Tavern

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

www.thegilltavern.com Sunday Brunch, | Oam-2pm Bﬁvenu:: A., Turners Falls 41 5;86‘3;’;-
326 Main Road Gill, MA 413 863-9006 { d at our new location or802-579-1 3_9;;‘,_-T
I DO DO IOIR IR (svsmanstoctisbor  vvwshonchansupolycom:

Mormon Hollow

Your REPLACEMENT for Vermont Yankee
Road, Wendell -

& D

Great Homemade

(978) 544-3806
Farm Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7a.m. -5 p.m.
Closed Sundays Jan-March

“Come See What's Cooking!™”

.

8 |1 ]
CSC *Rock solid service with level advice”
SR F

4
¥ . .
plete Masonry Supply
i ~complete line of pavers, V= i
e, retaining wall block and more, q" idesl
B L

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pm

Serenitg Home Organizing

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning

Jill brombcrg

Montague, MA
413.367-9959

clear your space, clear your mind

found + made

Hours: Wed 11-5, Thurs-Sat 11-4, Sun 11-5

o

&
Ui

|

Interior/Exterior
Custom Residential
Fully Insured

Cffice: 978-544-6534
Cell: 413-461-5172
Wendell, MA o
peterjwaters88@gmail.

Peter Waters Pa 'ﬂting
Services 4
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Geri Johnson, Realtor

CRB, CRS, GRI, SRES

L

-7 36 s Gerilohnson@Realtor.com
Don’t settle for less
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious esigration.
The CRS & my badge of e .
assurance. Put your rust in the best to get the IJ:Jb dore.
Whether buying, selling or refering, ahways

GERJ JOHNSON, CRS 20 yormrn of evpenienrs,
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of expertise and your shield of
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66 Freach King Hwy., Gl






