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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Board Rejects 
Recommended 
Assessor 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

The Montague selectboard has 
rejected the recommendation of 
the town's Board of Assessors that 
David Zagorski be appointed Direc­
tor of Assessing. After an interview 
with Zagorski and a brief discus­
sion, the board voted 2-1 against the 
appointment at its April 6 meeting. 
Barbara Miller, who resigned the 
position last week, protested the 
board's decision, arguing that the 
rejection leaves her fom1er depait­
ment in limbo. But the boai·d would 
not reconsider. 

The potential Zagorski appoint­
ment had initially been presented 
to the selectboard at its March 30 
meeting. Board members, paiticu­
lai·ly Mark Fairbrother, expressed 
concerns about Zagorski's qualifi­
cations and the process which led to 
his appointment. 

This resulted in a week's delay, 
presumably to discuss the issue in a 
non-public executive session. How­
ever, it was dete1mined that such a 
session would violate the state Open 
Meeting Law, so the interview of 
Zagorski was held in public. 

At the April 6 meeting, the appli­
cant sat with Paul Emery, chair of 
the board of assessors, at the front 

see MONTAGUE page A4 

Fairbrother 
Snags Dem 
Nomination, 
12 Votes to 5 

By REPORTER STAFF 

TURNERS FALLS - Twenty 
voters turned out to Montague's 
Democratic Pa1ty caucus Wednesday 
night to dete1mine which candidates 
would appeai· on the town's May 18 
ballot with the pa1ty designation. All 
races were uncontested, except for 
the selectboard seat, for which in­
cumbent Mai·k Fairbrother defeated 
Jacobo Roque by a 12 - 5 margin. 

Fairbrother was unavailable for 
comment, not having stayed for the 
caucus meeting. 

Any Montague voter who is reg­
istered as a Democrat or as unen­
rolled may vote in the caucus. 

"The caucus is an essential pait 
of our democratic tradition," said 
Roque. 'Tm looking fo1ward to 
the debate. I've been told that, for 
yeai·s, the caucus leadership hasn't 
changed. The same people come out, 
and the same voices are heard." 

"Yes, I've been chair since 2002. 
The other four offices have changed 
since then," said committee chair 
Jay DiPucchio. 

"The town committee will 
change as much as people want. 
There are those that are committed, 
and they attend eve1y meeting .... 
We 're not keeping people out, that's 

see CAUCUS page A8 

A LllTLE BRASS BEFORE CLASS 

Students and parents at Sheffield Elementary get a sneak preview Wednesdqy morning of Thursdqy's Education Concert 
at the Pioneer Valley Sympho,ry Orchestra. Jean Jeffries (French horn), Ben Smar (trombone), and Melissa Willis 
(trumpet) spoke about their instruments and treated the audience to pieces by Ewazen, Shmv, Poulenc and Handel. 

Get Your Bike Back on the Road! 
By NINA ROSSI 

TURNERS FALLS - When the 
cold, sand-laden winds of April fi­
nally go away, there will finally 
come along the perfect spring day 
to go for a bike ride. There's lots 
of places right in Montague to go 
for a family friendly outing as well 
as more challenging solo or group 
ventmes, and spring is also the per­
fect time to sta1t a fitness routine 
that includes biking. 

Whatever the motivation, when 
you get the urge to shake off the 
doldnuns of extended winter by 
pumping the pedals ai·ound, you 
don't want to pull the bike out of the 
cellar or gai·age and not be able to 
hop right on it and take off. 

Let's talk about tuning up your 
bike for spring. You can avoid 
those last-minute trips to the bike 
shop, and the desperate pleading 
that ensues when you find yourself 
among a dozen others of your ilk 
standing in line and bleating about 

tire and tube repairs ... 
David Ca11', owner of Basically 

Bicycles in Turners Falls, says the 
number one reason people come in 
or call in the spring is their tires. 
Tires will normally leak air, and af­
ter several months sitting ai·ound in 
the winter, it is 1101mal for them to 
go flat. 

Fresh Air 
Instead of picking up the phone 

to call the bike shop, people should 
first pick up their hand pump or 
bring the bike to the gas station and 
add some air to the tires. 

Not sure how? 
"First, you need to know your 

valve type," advises Cai1·, "so you 
know how to set up your pump, and 
how to attach the pump to the valve 
and inflate the tire." 

There are two types of valves: 
Presta ( also called "French" or "nee­
dle" valves) and Schrader. To add or 
release air from Presta valves, you 
must first unscrew the tip by tmn-

ing it counterclockwise. To let air 
out, press down on the tip to open 
it. Also, before inflation, press down 
to make sure the valve is open. 

For Schrader valves, which are 
like the ones on your car, simply 
attach the pump and get to work. 
To release air, stick something in 
to the valve to depress the little pin 

see BICYCLES page AS 

After the Fire, Taking an Inventory 
By MIKE JACKSON 

MONTAGUE CENTER - "I love wood, so pretty 
much eve1ything was made of wood and was natmal," 
said Linda Acke1man, "from the cedar shakes right 
down to the Adirondack chairs out on the deck." 

was back in the office this week, upbeat but over­
whelmed both at the challenges al1ead of her - and at 
an outpouring of suppo1t and concern she has received 
from the community. 

"I had never even had an accident," she says. Now, 
she is dealing with the loss of both her home and her 
trademark red conve1tible. It looks like most of the 
prope1ty was covered by insurance policies, but some 
ite1ns ai·e i11'eplaceable, including items belonging to 
her parents, who passed away in November and Febru­
a1y. 

In the eai·ly hours of last Friday morning, an ember 
from Acke1man's woodstove apparently ignited the 
roof of her Taylor Hill Road home of forty years. She 
woke up when an ala1m sounded to see the living room 
curtains on fire, and left the house barefoot with her cat 
Smudge in her aims. 

Acke1man, well known in town as the branch man­
ager at the Greenfield Savings Bank in Turners Falls, 

Since the fire, Acke1man and Smudge have been 
staying at her daughter's home in Leverett. Smudge 
spent the first two days there cowering behind a shelf. 

"He was obviously traumatized," Ackerman said. 
She had held onto the indoor cat throughout the fire, 
as the two watched fire companies from nine towns ex­
tinguish the flames. "We were sitting right on the wall, 
with all of the fire trucks lined up in front of us, for four 
and a half hours," she said. 

The fire was at least the fomth in two months, fol­
lowing blazes at an empty Wendell residence, a Lev­
erett horse faim and a multi-fa1nily Montague City 
house. 

"Friday afternoon, a couple of the neighbors stait­
ed to come down - I had people who drove by who 

' were my customers, who said, 'we just want to see you 
and know that you're okay, because that wasn't much 

Little of Ackerman's house was left standing. see FIRE page A4 

Wendell 
Clears 
Fiber-Optic 
Hurdle 
By MIKE JACKSON 

Last week, Wendell and Shutes­
bmy became the first two towns in 
the region to qualify for fiber op­
tic high-speed internet under the 
WiredWest cooperative. Fo1ty per­
cent of households in those towns, 
considered the minimum to make 
the project work financially, have 
put down a deposit and signed up 
for the se1vice. 

"I think it's a stulliling collec­
tive commm1ity achievement," 
said Wendell broadband committee 
chair Robbie Leppzer, adding that 
his town crossed the threshold "in 
just over four weeks," second in the 
region and only one day after neigh­
boring Shutesbmy. 

The two towns, along with War­
wick and New Salem, are working 
to present themselves to the Massa­
chusetts Broadband Initiative (MBI) 
as a contiguous "model region" in 
hopes they will be first in line for 
the buildout, according to Leppzer. 
The other 28 towns are all west of 
the Collilecticut River. 

WiredWest's plan combines 
matching funds pledged by the state 
for last-Inile internet with money 
pooled from its member towns. The 

see WENDELL page A4 

RiverCulture 
Kicks Off 
T3F Season 
with Salon 
By TIA FATTARUSO 

TURNERS FALLS - "The town 
is going to be packed with art," said 
RiverCulture's Suzanne LoManto 
of the upcolning Third Thursday in 
Turners Falls (T3F) downtown art 
walk on Thursday, April 16, begin­
ning at 4:30. 

"Eve1yone's excited to pa1tici­
pate because it's the first one of the 
year," she said, adding that folks 
have been inside and isolated this 
arduous, cold winter, and many of 
them have been making ait. 

All the usual suspects will have a 
fantastic offering of a wide range of 
music and art fo1ms. An unplanned 
but emerging theme is that there will 
be plenty of interactive art. 

Belinda Lyons is one of 19 com­
munity participants in the Rotation 
Book Project, the closing reception 
for which will be held at Great Falls 
Ha1vest, 50 Third Street, from 4:30 
to 6:30. 

"It's a very interactive exhibit," 
Lyons said, explaining that viewers 
are able to touch and look through 
the books. 

Each aitist staited with a blank 
book, she said, assigned their book 
a theme, then passed them around. 

"Eve1yone got to put an entry in 

see THURSDAY page A6 
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Spaces for Disagreement 
This spring we are seeing con­

siderable momentum toward the 
delive1y of high-speed internet 
service to rural households in the 
area. 

Leverett's town-owned system 
is going live this month, and Wen­
dell just cleared the threshold of 
commitment to make a WiredWest 
plan affordable. Montague's town 
meeting members will be asked 
next month to sponsor a pole sur­
vey necessa1y to get its southern 
hills properly hooked into the 
teeming global hive mind. 

At the Montague Reporter, 
we've been thinking and talk­
ing more about online interaction 
because we're in the midst of a 
capital campaign aimed primarily 
at developing our own website. 
In conversations about the roles 
we do, and don't, hope our site 
would serve, we often encounter 
the metaphor of a public "space" 
for discussion. 

But we don't need online fo­
rums to connect us with our own 
neighbors. In our towns we are 
blessed with a great number of ac­
tual places where people can, and 
do, meet up and talk with each 
other - from bars to churches, 
from schools to shops, from town 
hall meeting rooms to street cor­
ners to dumps. 

The internet provides an infe­
rior version of this by affording 
us endless options to partition, ig­
nore, "de-friend" those we don't 
see eye to eye with- and by mak­
ing our worst reactions to dis­
agreement pe1manently visible, 
reducing the chances we'll patch 
things up after an open spat. 

In terms of how people spend 
our time, going online is generally 
much more social than watching 
television. But a television that 
yells back at the viewer and has an 
infinite number of stations is, after 
a while,just an echo chamber, con­
necting each user with like-minded 
souls scattered around the globe. 

That's not entirely a bad thing, 
but it is when your children go to 
school together and you discover 
your neighbor believes vaccina­
tion is a tool of a global environ­
mentalist cabal seeking to urban­
ize and emasculate the American 
population so as to better control 
it - and that, more initatingly, they 
have endless citations, thanks to 
the internet, to back it up. 

It's a bit ofa taboo to acknowl­
edge this, but New England's 
vaunted democratic traditions 
grew out of religious stricture and 
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thrived on homogeneity. When 
serious arguments arose, meet­
ings, and therefore towns, would 
often split - a failure to live with 
their own disagreement was one 
of the mechanisms that spread the 
English settlers so widely across 
the land. 

And when the industrial revo­
lutions brought great masses of 
people from a variety of other 
countries into the region, what 
we think of as traditional New 
England society was often un­
able to integrate them, and instead 
retreated to become a more and 
more rural scene. 

Paradoxically, this cultural 
insulation, quiet and thrifty and 
introspective, has proven attrac­
tive to generations of tourists, 
city folk and outsiders of a certain 
temperament. 

And so, since perhaps as early 
as the 1830s, our deteriorating 
agricultural (and later industrial) 
bases have been periodically re­
freshed with a gentle shower of 
disaffected, downwardly mobile 
elites, who tend to view the area 
as a sandbox in which to test and 
redeem their competing pet theo­
ries on what a more moral, whole­
some, volunta1y and cooperative 
society might look like. 

This is one of the reasons we 
live in a beautiful place full of 
caring and interesting people. But 
it has also lent itself to a peculiar 
drive to fortify and insulate the 
region, culturally speaking, and 
for newcomers who can't as eas­
ily reinvent themselves as natives, 
some of the talk of democracy 
and inclusion can come across as 
a little mealy-mouthed. 

We have a lot invested in this 
place, and much of it is ve1y real: 
conservation and restoration of 
the land, a strong value placed 
on local commerce, and a general 
tolerance for artistic, spiritual, 
and personal exploration. 

Those whose grandparents im­
migrated to work in the mills live 
side-by-side with those whose great­
grandparents were fa1mers, crafts­
men, ministers and merchants. 

Most of the time, our pragma­
tism outweighs our utopianism. 
Confronted with the balance sheet, 
most homeowners don't want to 
be paying mo1tgages in a land that 
time forgot - they want those ca­
bles connected to their houses. 

But the internet threatens to 
puncture our regional identities, 
and disrupt our carefully patched­
together economies. Wikipedia 
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letters to:? the Editors 

Don't Lose the Dump! The Patch Stop 
The Leverett selectboard recently 

suggested the idea of closing the 
Leverett Transfer Station and replac­
ing it with curbside pickup. 

This is a ve1y bad idea, and one 
that will take away one more place 
where residents of Leverett can feel 
like we belong to this community. 

I understand the economics and 
conveniences that lead to this sug­
gestion. However, it is an idea that 
sadly moves Leverett one step closer 
to being a community with almost 
no places where you can meet your 
neighbors or have any sense that you 
live in a community. 

The "dump" (yes, many ofus still 
affectionately call it the dump, in 
spite of Richard's attempts to change 
our language) serves many functions 
beyond garbage deposit: 
• You can recycle ANYTHING at the 

landfill. 
• Rattlesnake Gutter recycle can col­
lection. 
• Take It or Leave It- I still remember 
bringing my mother's clothes to the 
Take It or Leave It shed, where they 
were quickly and happily scooped 
up by two elderly neighbors. 
• It is where we leave and gather 
books and toys for our grandchil­
dren. 
• Whenever we were looking for sig­
natures of political petitions, it is one 
of the only places to find Leverett 
residents in any numbers. 

Closing the landfill will make 
Leverett one more anonymous sub­
urb of Amherst. 

That is an unliappy prospect. 

Tom Wolff 
Leverett 

The report on school bus service, 
well, winters are over. The things said 
are not nue. There ai·e kindergarten 
kids on the bus. Get your facts right 
and how much can it cost to drive 
over the bridge. You people don't 
know what you're talking about. 
They should be picked up, summer 
or winter. Come on, they're only 6 
yeai-s old. Let's not let them freeze 
- or don't you care? Hey Sullivan, 
have you gone out and looked at it? 

George Carner 
Tw·ners Falls 

Editor 3' note: Mr. Carner is respond­
ing to a statement made by GMRSD 
business director Joanne Blier at a 
March 24 school committee meeting 
that a bus driver could not remember 
kindergarten children getting on at 

the 11th Street bus stop this year. 

Against the Pipeline? Write Your Own Story 
Here's a great opp01tunity to do 

something that's fairly easy to help 
the movement against the pipeline: 
Write a letter to the Federal Energy 
Regulato1y Commission (FERC), 
which has a say in permitting pipe­
lines, then send copies to Gov. Bak­
er and all our legislators. 

Because we are still in the early 
pait of the pre-filing stage of the 
process, letters to FERC do not 
have to be technical or detailed. (A 
technical comment period is ex­
pected in May.) So for those of us 
who ai·e wonied we may not know 
enough about the issue, here's a ter­
rific chance to make some impact 
with minimal effort. 

We will hold three letter-writing 
events: Thursday, April 9, from 6 to 
8 pm. and Sunday, April 12, from 4 
to 6 p.m., at the Alts Bank, 3 Sug-

lists thi1ty-seven American places 
refened to by their residents as 
"The Valley." This place we all 
love might just tum out to be a 
thinly settled suburb of the mega­
lopolis on the eastern seaboard of 
No1th America. 

It is up to us what more connec­
tion to the outside world will mean 
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arloaf Street, South Deerfield; and 
Tuesday, April 14, from 9 am. to 
noon, at the South County Senior 
Center, 67 North Main Street, South 
Deerfield. 

If you have a laptop, please bring 
it. Pens, paper, envelopes, stamps, 
and refreshments will be provided. 

If you can't attend, you can write 
a letter on your own! It should be 
a na1rntive, in your own words, 
about why you oppose the pipeline. 
It can be as long or as sho1t as you 
wish, but please write your own 
thoughts and comments, as letters 
with identical wording are likely 
to be disregarded. For inspiration, 
some talking points are provided at 
nofrackedgasinmass. org. 

You can contactFERC by follow­
ing the instmctions for comments 
on their website, or by sending a 

to this valley in particular. 
Entering the "space" of the in­

ternet doesn't mean turning away 
from the spaces and places we 
have built. It can remind us of their 
value, and help give us tools and 
knowledge to preserve them. 

We can benefit from keeping 
up with a changing global culture 

smface mail letter to the address 
they provided on their website. In 
either case, remember to include the 
coll'ect docket nmnber for the proj­
ect, #PF14-22. 

After you've written to them, 
remember to send copies to Gov. 
Baker and our legislato1-s. 

We are the movement! If you 
believe that eminent domain should 
not be for private gain, if you be­
lieve that global wa1ming might de­
cide the fate of the earth, and if you 
love our mral landscape, tell FERC 
and our government leade1-s to stop 
this pipeline. 

Cathy Bertinuson, 
Reenie Clancy, 

Corinne Dugas, 
and Ava Gips 

Deerfield 

and also gather at the clubhouse, 
or the pub, or the park, or the com­
munity center - where we will face 
the people, so much like ourselves, 
with whom we must still, painfully, 
leai·n the most crucial social value 
of our era: peaceful disagreement. 
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Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Enjoy the exploding colors of a 
slide presentation on the birds of 
Hawai'i at the Greenfield Savings 
Bank in Turners Falls this Saturday, 
April 11, from 10 a.m. to noon. 

The presentation will be led by 
area bird naturalist, Joshua Rose, 
who has spent time in Hawai'i, es­
pecially the largest island, and is 
eager to share his passion of these 
tmly gorgeous creatures while add­
ing his knowledge and insight. 

There will be an Altist Recep­
tion for the exhibit of oil paintings 
by renowned a1tist Steven Stroud at 
Leverett Crafts and Arts, 13 Mon­
tague Road in Leverett, on Sunday, 
April 12, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Stroud spent 25 years as an il­
lustrator with his work appearing on 
the covers of many best selling au­
thors including Stephen King, Clive 
Cussler, John Sanford and Isaac 
Asimov. His work is featured in the 
book The Illustrator in America by 

Walt Reed. 
Shroud is a past president of the 

Society of Illustrators in New York 
City. The show features landscapes 
and figurative work from the New 
England area. 

Learn all about shortnose stur­
geon with Dr. Boyd Kynard on 
Wednesday, April 15, From 7 to 8 
p.m. at the Great Falls Discove1y 
Center. Sturgeon coexisted with 
dinosaurs, making the endangered 
Connecticut River sho1tnose stur­
geon ve1y special. 

Dr. Kynard has spent more than 
35 years studying this fish with 
UMass (ECO Dept), the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and the US 
Geologic Survey (Conte Lab). 

Dr. Kynard will discuss how 
Connecticut River sho1tnose stur­
geon went from being a "land­
locked" population located only 
upstream of Holyoke Dam in the 
1970s to a non-landlocked popula­
tion that ranges throughout the river. 
You will hear about his research on 

Enjoy a presentation on Cliff 
Swallows and Barn Swallows by 
Mara Silver at the Great Falls Dis­
cove1y Center on Thursday, April 
16, from 7 to 8 p.m. 

Cliff and Barn Swallows, both 
once nmnerous on farmsteads in 
New England, are declining in Mas­
sachusetts. Using relatively simple 
techniques, Silver has successfully 
attracted both species and encour­
aged their nesting success at several 
sites in the state. 

Silver's presentation will cover 
how she developed these tech­
niques, her more recent effo1ts to 
attract Cliff Swallows to a previ­
ously-unused site in Shelburne, and 
to enhance the Barn Swallow popu­
lation there. 

You will also lealn how you can 
help these species on your proper­
ty. Sp11ng is around the comer, the 
swallows will be back before you 
know it. 

Also at the GFDC is the return 
of the Jurassic Roadshow on Sat-

urday, April 18, from 10 a.m. to 3 
p m. featuring Andy Brodeur, Ed 
Grego1y, and Dan Vellone. 

See real dinosaur tracks, rain­
drop impressions, ripple mal·ks, and 
other local fossils and learn about 
the dinosaurs that lived right here 
millions of years ago. Vellone will 
give an info1mal talk about dino­
saur anatomy, how these traces of 
life were created and prese1ved, and 
why paleontologists see dinosaurs 
as birds. The event is approp11ate 
for all ages. Exhibit is from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Talk by professional geol­
ogist Vellone at 1 :30 pm. For more 
information visit jurassicroadshow. 
wordpress. com 

All three events are free and held 
in the Great Hall at the Great Falls 
Discove1y Center, 2 Avenue A in 
Turners Falls. 

Just for a heads up, Saturday, 
April 18, in Turners Falls is shaping 
up to be a day full of fun family 
events. 

In addition to the Jurassic Road­
show, there is Peter Cottontail's 
Eggstravaganza at Unity Park 
sta1ting shal-ply at 11 a m., and the 
Franklin County Spring Parade 
sta1ting at 1 p.m. All al'e free, so 
plan accordingly and enjoy your 
day in town. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

A3 

\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 

MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

WA&DN 
WHEEL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

<XXX>O<X>OOO<X) 

Route 2 
Over In Gill 

-- .. -- .. .._. .... .. '.a·- ... 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Capital Campaign Challenge Building Young Children's Brains 
Practice, Study, 

Community Over the last two weeks we 
have received generous contribu­
tions from many of our readers to­
ward our cmTent capital campaign, 
which has set a goal of $10,000 
eannarked primarily toward the 
development of a website at mon­
taguereporter. org, and associated 
hardware and software upgrades. 

We are on our way to meeting 
that goal, but the campaign is still 
wide open. This is an opportunity 
for us to grow as an organization, 
and connect with a new generation 
of readers and writers in our com­
munities. 

Let us know if you did not re-

ceive an envelope, which went out 
with our March 26 edition, or if 
you have any questions. 

One reader, who wishes to re­
main anonymous, has issued a 
challenge: if, and only if, two oth­
er donors pledge $100 a year for 5 
years toward this fund, this reader 
will do the same. 

This is a great way to effectively 
triple your donation. To accept the 
challenge, please indicate "Chal­
lenge Pledge" on your envelope. 

Thank you to all who have con­
tributed so far! We will continue 
with these updates as the campaign 
progresses. 

Literacy Night at 
Sheffield Elementary 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

TURNERS FALLS - On the last 
day of March, Sheffield Elementary 
School held its annual literacy event, 
formerly known as Dr. Seuss Night. 
The evening is made possible by a 
Title One grant, and judging from 
the turnout, is also well-supported 
by fa1nilies in the school. 

The evening begins with a pizza 
dinner and ends with colorfully 
frosted Seuss cupcakes for desse1t. 
When I an-ived the cupcakes were 
becoming an item of great interest 
to students and the lunchroom was 
packed with moms and dads, their 
students and other big and little sis­
ters and brothers. 

Activities for the evening, all fo­
cused on reading, were quite varied 
and all were encouraged to make 
their way from one reader to an­
other as they liked. 

Second grade teacher Susan Pelis 
had prepared a bookmaking work­
shop with all the components neces­
sa1y to constmct a blank book and 
decorate it. Students could select 
from a variety of colo1ful covers, 

and decorative elements like spar­
kling pipe cleaners, folded blank 
pages. Each table held a wide selec­
tion of colors and markers for stu­
dents to design, decorate or fill with 
words. One child said his book was 
going to be his dialy. 

Down the hall was the Read­
Aloud stories read by different staff 
members. David Weidenfeld, a 
counselor, read a sto1y in Spanish to 
a happy group of Spanish speakers 
and their pal·ents. 

The upstairs school libraiy host­
ed a cozy reading al·ea for kids who 
wanted their parents to read to them, 
or wished to read to their pal·ents. 

Then, in the audito11um students 
could read aloud and be videoed do­
ing so. I observed a delightful trio 
take turns reading various news 
items. The youngest one, I think, 
was ad-libbing. 

Towal·d the end of the evening 
eve1yone returned to the lunchroom 
to choose a free book of their choice. 
Books were provided by the staff 
of the school. Children went away 
very proud to have a new book of 
their own. 

Ap11l 12 through 18 is the "Week 
of the Young Child". The purpose 
of this annual celebration is to fo­
cus public attention on the needs of 
young children and their families, 
and to recognize the early childhood 
programs and services that meet 
those needs. 

Here in Massachusetts, there is a 
focus on the Brain Building in Prog­
ress (BBIP) campaign. Based upon 
the latest science on early childhood 
development, the campaign's Inis­
sion is to raise awareness of the im­
po1tance of foste1-ing the cognitive, 
social alld emotional development of 
young children. 

According to the BBIP calnpaign, 
just like a game of tennis or volley­
ball, there is a back and forth be­
tween yom1g children and their pal·­
ents, cal·egivers and community that 
''wires" their brains. According to 
leading researchers, in the first few 
years of life, 700 new neural connec­
tions are f01med eve1y second! 

Parents al'e the first and most im­
po1tant teachers of young children. 
They Call help build their child's 
brain by reading with them, asking 
lots of open-ended questions and en­
gaging them in play. 

For fun ideas about how to tmn 
any moment into a brain building mo­
ment, go to the BBIP Week website 
and view or download their activity 
guides at brainbuildinginprogress. 
orglbbipweek. 

Here in Turners Falls, families 
with young children Call take adval1-
tage of the following local, free brain 
building activities. 

From Monday, April 13 to Sat­
urday, April 25, the Gill-Montague 
School district's Coordinated Falnily 
& Community Engagement Council 
(CFCE), in collaboration with local 
businesses alld the Cainegie Libraiy, 
is sponso1-ing a Sto1y Walk in down­
town Turners Falls. 

The pages of the st01y One Stuck 
Duck will be displayed, alongside 
alt created by 1st graders at Hillcrest 
Elementaiy, in the windows ofbusi-

nesses on Avenue A, including the 
Montague Reporter. 

Sto1yWalk helps build children's 
interest in reading while encourag­
ing healthy outdoor activity for both 
children alld their grown-ups. The 
St01yWalk begins at Montague Cath­
olic Social Ministries alld continues 
down Avenue A to the Cainegie Li­
bra1y. Go all the way to the end and 
find out how his pond friends take 
tmns hying to help free the stuck 
duck from the muck! 

fhYtliS !loot illallfa1c4 » Jaffe (ffaPMAII 

Once at the libraly you can get a 
libraly card if you don't already have 
one. There al·e also wonderful brain 
building activities happening at local 
libral1es during this week and ongo­
ing throughout the sp1-ing and sum­
mer. All programs are fun and free! 

Carnegie Library: Allimal 
A,B,C's: Children of all ages and 
their caregivers al·e invited to join 
naturalist, Dawn Malvin Wal·d, to 
leain all about antlered animals, bea­
ver, and coyote on Saturday, April 
11, 10:30 a.m. to noon. 

Carnegie Library: Sto1y Time: 
Young children of all ages and their 
fainilies are invited to come and en­
joy st011es, crafts, music, activities 
and snacks with altist Ruth O'Mal·a 
on Wednesdays 10: 15 a.m. 

Montague Center Library: Mon­
day night Sto1y Hour, from 6:30 to 
7p.m. 

Millers Falls Library: Libra1y 
Club, a free after-school and sum­
mer program that meets on Tuesdays 
from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

Slate Library, Gill: Sto1y Hour 
eve1y Friday at 10 a.m. with stories, 
popcorn, and a hands on craft proj­
ect! 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www.greennverzen.org 
(413) 695-8786 

Great Falls Middle 

School Students 
of the Week 

week ending 4/3/15: 

Grade 6 
Lana Spera 

Taylor Murphy 

Grade 7 
Lydia Wright 

Grade 8 
B1yce Waldron 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO

2
Refills 

• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 

:Ii 

.ADIATOR = .• 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CA.RS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVYEQUfPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Route 2, Gil 

863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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Bottles & Cans 
Week of April 13 

in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 Week minimum).      Call 863-8666

  
20 State Street,  
Bucklandside

Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850

ndole@crocker.com    
closed Mondays

municipally owned and operated model it espous-
es grew out of decade-long coordination among 
town broadband committees throughout the re-
gion. 

Wendell residents will face a vote on a bond 
measure at their annual town meeting on Mon-
day, June 8, and if it passes, a debt exclusion bal-
lot question after that. 

The town’s application is due to the MBI in 
early July, and assuming it is approved, the two-
year installation will begin, starting with a period 
of “make ready” negotiations with electricity and 
phone utilities over poles and wiring.

“People really want to have broadband – yes-

terday,” said Leppzer. 
Right now, Wendell residents who wish to ac-

cess the internet do so in a patchwork of ways: 
old-fashioned dialup over telephone lines; pri-
vate satellite hookups; going to town hall or the 
library, which received high-speed internet under 
the MBI’s middle mile project; or via Country 
Roads, which uses a wireless signal and is avail-
able only in a small section of town.

“For the topography of Western Massachusetts, 
wireless really doesn’t work, because of the hills 
and valleys, and the leaves of the trees,” Leppzer 
said, adding that a typical satellite feed allows 
for downloads of up to 12 megabytes per second 
(MBps) of data, while the fiber-optic broadband 

should provide between 25 and 1,000 MBps.
Wendell and Shutesbury were originally part 

of a three-town committee with Leverett, but that 
town saw an opportunity to fund its own mu-
nicipal fiber optic buildout directly through tax 
increases, which voters approved in 2012. That 
project is now in its final stages.

“It speaks well to the nature of how we do 
things in Wendell, and in Western Mass,” said 
Leppzer. “This is an extraordinary achievement 
of a community-based effort: citizens organizing 
for a cooperative solution.”

As of press time, 32% of New Salem house-
holds and 17% of Warwick ones had 
signed on.  

table while selectboard chair Chris 
Boutwell asked a series of ques-
tions. Zagorski began by recounting 
his qualifications. He had worked, 
he said, “thirteen or fourteen years 
in the field,” and had climbed “up 
the ladder” in the towns of Granby, 
Hatfield and Becket.

Zagorski admitted that he had in-
advertently allowed his professional 
certificate to expire but stated, as he 
had the previous week, the problem 
would be resolved by mid-April. Za-
gorski was then asked about a “gap” 
in his resume since leaving Becket. 
He stated that he had worked for 
three months in Northampton but 
had not put it on his resume because 
he did not deem it “relevant” to the 
Montague position. 

When asked why he had left 
Northampton, he stated that it was 
due to the fact that his resume failed 
to indicate his certification had 
lapsed. 

Zagorski was also asked about a 
controversy in Hatfield, purportedly 
over the setting of the local tax rate. 
He replied that he had hired an out-
side vendor but that one member of 
the board of assessors of that town 
was “not thrilled with the process.”

Zagorski was then asked a series 
of questions focusing on the role of 
the assessor in classifying property, 
setting the tax rate, and responding 
to challenges to the department’s 
decisions in appellate court. Mon-
tague is currently in the midst of 
a major case that, should the town 
lose, could have a significant impact 
on local taxes. 

Mark Fairbrother asked who Za-
gorski had replaced in Hatfield. He 
replied that it was Barbara Miller. 

Selectboard member Michael 
Nelson stated that he was concerned 
about the gap in Zagorski’s resume. 
Zagorski replied that there were not 
many jobs in the field, particularly 
in the western part of the state. “It 
is tough to be out of work in this 
field,” he said. 

At this point, a motion to appoint 
Zagorski director was voted down 
by a margin of two to one.

Miller, who had not participated 
in the discussion to this point, then 
rose to protest the board’s action. 
She stated that the Assessors had 
spent $500 on a search process, but 
had only received four applications, 
several of whom did not meet mini-
mal qualifications. “There’s not a 
lot out there,” she told the board.

Miller also asked what the se-
lectboard planned to do while a new 
search process was implemented, 
since there is currently no director. 

“I don’t know what to tell you,” 
she said, “but I’m worried about 
what’s going to happen with the de-
partment.” She also stated that she 
had, at one time, allowed her certifi-
cation to expire. 

Zagorski, she argued, had more 
direct experience in appellate court 
than she.  Finally, Miller asked why 
the selectboard was deciding the is-
sue since by state law, she claimed, 
the board of assessors “appoints its 
assistant.”

After pleas from Emery and Za-
gorski to reconsider, the selectboard 
moved on. 

“Soap Opera” Continues
The next topic was a proposal to 

grant an extension to a permit for 
use of “public property at 104 Av-
enue A” for “items in front of store 
on the sidewalk” and “use of the 
planter.” 

The store in question is owned 
by art and antique dealer Rodney 
Madison, who appeared before the 
selectboard with a contingent of his 
supporters. 

Several weeks earlier the board 
had rescinded Madison’s permit to 
use both the sidewalk and the plant-
er to display his “items” because 
the required insurance had expired. 
The proposed motion would have 
delayed this action until April 14, 
pending a decision by the local 
planter committee on policies with 

regard to planters on Avenue A.
Madison, who sat at the front 

table addressing the board but also 
periodically swiveling to address 
the audience, questioned why he 
alone, among the business owners 
on Avenue A, was required to buy 
insurance for his planter. He also 
stated that he had been told by one 
selectboard member that “there is 
no planter committee.”

Town administrator Frank Ab-
bondanzio replied that there was a 
planter committee, but that it was an 
“ad hoc” committee formed a num-
ber of years ago by Turners Falls 
resident Ann Jemas, among others. 
He briefly described the history of 
the committee. 

“This is a soap opera,” declared 
Madison. “How long are we going 
to do this?” The topic of items in 
his planter, sometimes referred to 
as “non-plant objects,” had been the 
subject of frequent selectboard dis-
cussions over the past two years. 

Selectboard member Michael 
Nelson stated that the board was 
not interested in continuing to argue 
about the planter, which was why 
it wanted to give the planter com-
mittee the opportunity to prepare 
guidelines.

Several members of the audi-
ence spoke in support of Madison, 
questioning why the insurance re-
quirement, intended for items on 
the sidewalk, had been extended to 
the planter. 

Rick Widmer, director of the 
Millers Falls Arts Bridge organiza-
tion, praised both the selectboard 
and Madison. He said he “support-
ed” the town, and that Madison’s 
openness and energy helped con-
vince him to come to Montague.

The board voted to extend per-
mission to use the sidewalk and 
planter to display items until April 
14. 

Information Disputed
The board then moved on to the 

next topic on the agenda, which was 

a request by Charles Kelly to join 
the town broadband committee. 
This seemingly innocent agenda 
item also proved to be contentious.

Kelly, sitting down at the front ta-
ble, stated that he strongly support-
ed the current broadband proposal 
(which will appear on the agenda 
of the upcoming spring town meet-
ing) for expanded service to Chest-
nut Hill, Taylor Hill and Meadow 
Road. He complained about “misin-
formation” regarding his stance on 
the issue. Kelly also stated that he 
had recently been on the broadband 
committee, so his request was for a 
“reappointment.”

Abbondanzio noted that there 
were only two open slots left on 
the committee: one representing the 
cable advisory committee, and one 
representing the airport industrial 
park. 

Kelly indicated he would be in-
terested in representing the indus-
trial park, but would need to talk to 
businesses there.

Rob Steinberg, a current mem-
ber of the broadband committee, 
stated that Kelly had attended a re-
cent broadband forum and had been 
“disruptive.” Kelly, according to 
Steinberg, had made a number of 
“misstatements of fact” and kept ar-
guing that the company WiredWest 
should administer the project. 

Kelly replied that this was 
“misinformation,” and that he had 
only advocated that WiredWest be 
brought in as a consultant to the 
Montague project. He denied he 
had been disruptive at the meeting: 
“When I felt like they were getting 
a little agitated, I split.”

The board did not appoint Kelly, 
but directed him to contact select-
board assistant Wendy Bogusz to 
obtain information about the indus-
trial park.

The selectboard adjourned at 
8:10 p.m., after a short but tough 
day at the office.

wendell from page A1

MONTAGUE from page A1

coverage,’” Ackerman said. “People were so 
sweet.”

By her return to the office on Monday, news 
had spread far and wide, and she was greeted 
by “a steady stream of well-wishers. It made me 
very humble, and made me say, who am I? 

“And everybody just says, ‘well, you are 
you.’ But I don’t think I really ‘do’ anything… 
You do something for somebody because that’s 
what you should do. And you can do your job a 
little bit kinder and gentler, or you can do your 
job with an iron fist.”

Ackerman has been going through “over 400 
emails,” she said, some of which were as simple 
as “OMG,” and is in the process of replacing 
keys and cards, and working with her adult chil-
dren to reconstruct the lost contents of her house 
for the insurance inventory.

The totaled Miata, she says, was covered 
through Partridge & Zschau. “An adjustor called 

me Friday afternoon, saying, ‘don’t move the 
car.’ It’s like, well, the front end is melted in the 
driveway, and the keys were in my pocketbook, 
which was in the kitchen, which no longer exists. 
So, even if I wanted to move it, I couldn’t.”

She does, though, still have her four-wheel 
drive Trailblazer. “I was very lucky that it was 
at Rau’s Sunoco being serviced, and that Ralph 
needed a spare key… Once I got my car back, I 
felt like a more independent person.”

Homeowners aren’t required by law to have 
insurance. “Normally, coverage is minimal, for 
whatever your mortgage is,” she said, and some-
times homeowners will let their insurance lapse 
after their mortgage has been paid off. 

Ackerman was covered, though she doubts 
she’ll be able to remember everything in the 
house, and wonders whether her insurance com-
pany will even believe some of the contents – in-
cluding a ten-speed bike, a gift from the bank in 
recognition of her years of service, which had 

still been sitting, not yet assembled, in a box in 
her dining room.

“And how do I know how many shoes I 
have?”

For now she is starting over from scratch. “I 
stopped up at Cruise & Travel because I know 
Deb makes earrings. She said, ‘Linda, just pick 
out a pair – they’re yours.’”

Looking around her office at the bank, she 
points out other items people have dropped 
off, including a frying pan, blender, litter box, 
clothes, and even a small bottle of holy water.

“I never thought of myself as a homeless 
woman,” Ackerman said. “I guess it’s the truth…. 
But I don’t have a home to go to, I guess.” 

What happens next with the property? “I 
don’t know… you can’t just push everything 
into the cellar. 

“I don’t want to see the demolition. 
That would be too heartbreaking.”
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The Montague  
Congregational Church

4 North Street

74th Annual
Sugar Supper

Saturday, April 11 5:30 P.M.
Corned beef hash, baked 

beans, Harvard beets, 
coleslaw, homemade bread 
and donuts, Sugar on Snow 

Walk-ins Welcomed
Adults $12, Children under 10 $5 

Reservations: 863-2398 

bicycles from page A1

By KATIE NOLAN

On Monday April 6, the Erving selectboard 
closed the warrant for the May 6 annual town 
meeting. In addition to the $9.3 million fiscal year 
2016 budget, approved last week, the warrant in-
cludes a zoning bylaw that would allow above-
ground liquid petroleum products/tanks in the 
town’s groundwater protection district by special 
permit, a “straw vote” to see if the town supports 
further research on serving daily hot meals at the 
senior/community center, approval for purchase 
of property next to the senior/community center, 
and authorization to temporarily move items from 
the library’s Traversari Room to the historical 
building.

At an earlier selectboard meeting, planning 
board member Jacquelyn Boyden said the petro-
leum storage zoning change, which would clear 
the way for a gas station at the Dunkin Donuts/
convenience store on the corner of French King 
Highway and Semb Drive, was prepared at the 
request of the 2014 annual town meeting. How-
ever, the planning board did not recommend the 
change. She said that the board wanted to bring 
the bylaw before an annual town meeting because 
they “wanted a large section of the population to 
vote on the issue.”

At the March 16 selectboard meeting, interim 

senior center director Paula Betters had suggested 
consideration of preparing daily hot lunches at the 
senior/community center. Currently, senior lunch-
es are provided by Franklin County Home Care 
Corporation three days a week, free to seniors, 
with a suggested donation of $2.50 per meal. The 
meals are prepared off-site and warmed up at the 
center by a FCHCC employee. 

Betters said, “With the money already invested 
in the kitchen, not to utilize it is sad.” She thought 
that, in order to serve meals, the center would 
need to hire a line cook, buy a commercial freezer 
and purchase additional preparation and serving 
equipment. 

Although the board felt favorable toward fur-
ther research on the daily hot lunches, the mem-
bers felt that voters should be allowed to weigh in 
at the annual town meeting.

The board negotiated a purchase price of 
$160,000 for the 2.81-acre property at 34 North-
field Road, located between Erving Elementary 
School and the senior/community center. Pur-
chase of the property must be approved by town 
meeting. 

Selectboard chair William Bembury said that 
the property could provide access to future senior 
housing or location for a new library. He said it 
is “the only piece not owned by the town in that 
area.” 

Finance committee member Daniel Hammock 
said, “It does complement the land we own around 
it.”

While proposing the article at an earlier select-
board meeting, library director Barbara Friedman 
asked town approval for moving the donated col-
lection of artifacts in the library’s Traversari Room 
temporarily to the Pearl B. Care historical build-
ing. She said she had talked to Traversari family 
members and they agreed to the move. Friedman 
said that the collection could be better displayed in 
the historical building.

Senior Center 
According to municipal clerk Betsy Sicard, 

the board was informed that the water main into 
the senior/community center, frozen since March 
5, has thawed out. However, the discharge to the 
sewer is still frozen, so the building will remain 
closed to the public. 

While the center has been closed, meals have 
been served three times a week at the former se-
nior center at the Pleasant Street School. Since the 
senior/community center is closed to the public, 
the town is taking the opportunity to strip and wax 
floors in the dining area and conference room.

Regional Pipeline Committee
William Morris was appointed the Erving rep-

resentative to the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments regional pipeline advisory commit-
tee.

The committee will provide legal and technical 
assistance to towns along the proposed Northeast 
Energy Direct Kinder Morgan pipeline route.

highlights FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Town Meeting Warrant Closed

inside of it.
In both cases, be sure to push the 

head of the pump onto the valve far 
enough. It should cover one- to two-
thirds of the valve stem. Some lock 
on with a lever that you need to flip 
before pumping.

Most hand pumps now have 
heads that will fit either Presta or 
Schrader valves. The smaller hole is 
for the Presta valve. You will need an 
adapter to use a gas station or other 
compressor pump on the Presta. The 
adapters are cheap, and can be left 
on the valve stem. In a pinch, some 
people have cut off the end of the 
rubber cap and left it on the valve 
stem to get the larger pump fitting at 
a gas station to go on securely, but 
the right adapters are cheap insur-
ance for never having to face this 
dilemma or use this hack.

There appears to be a bit of snob-
bery involved in the Presta versus 
Schrader tire valve issue, with some 
folks claiming that “only crappy 
bikes have Schrader valves.” Presta 
valves allow higher tire pressures to 
be held and, since the valve is small-
er, skinnier tires to be used. They are 
less common. And French. A set-up 
for snootiness. 

While you are fooling with your 
valves, no doubt wishing you had 
those little Presta valves instead of 
the big, gross, leaky Schrader ones, 
get a good eyeball on your tires to 
check for cracking, dry rot and ex-
cessive wear. 

If the tires are worn, you’ll want 
to replace them; if the wheels are flat 
after filling and waiting a day, you 
will need new tubes. These are both 
things that are relatively easy to do 
with some simple tools available at 

any bike shop. 
You will need to release the brakes 

and remove the wheels to change the 
tubes and/or tires. The Basically Bi-
cycles website has instructions in 
their maintenance section on www.
basicallybicycles.com. 

Keep a spare tube, tool kit, and 
portable pump with you when you 
ride to avoid being stranded. Your 
local bike shop is happy to change 
tubes and tires for you as well, but 
you may have to wait.

Other Items to Check
Lift the bike and spin the front 

and rear wheels one at a time. “If the 
wheel looks wobbly, it may not be 
installed properly or it may need to 
be trued,” says Carr. 

He recommends having a friend 
on hand to help with spinning and 
checking the brakes: “squeeze the 
brake lever to make sure the brakes 
can stop the wheel – release the le-
ver and spin the wheel again to make 
sure the brake is not rubbing on the 
rim.” 

While your friend spins the rear 
wheel, operate the front and rear 
shifter levers on multi speed models 

to see if there are any issues there. 
Brake and shifter adjustments 

are things you may want to bring to 
the professional bike shop. During 
this time of year especially, try not 
to wait until the weekend to drop it 
off. Coming by mid-week avoids the 
crush. 

Other things to inspect in the 
spring are the frame, brake pads, 
chain, and cables. Wipe down your 
frame with soap and water if it’s 
dirty and check for cracks. You may 
wax it. 

Look at the chain and cogs and 
wipe them down with a rag and de-
greaser and re-lube with appropriate 
bicycle oil from a bike shop by drip-
ping or spraying it on and working 
the parts. Be very sure not to get oil 
on brake pads or wheel rims.

Check that the brake pads are not 
worn out; if you can’t squeeze the le-
vers hard enough to stop the wheel, 
or the pad has worn its grooves away, 
it’s time to replace them. Carr ad-
vises to clean the pads and rim with 
rubbing alcohol to remove grime that 
builds up and could affect braking.

Inspect the cables for the shifters 
and brakes for wear and operate them 
to be sure they are not binding. 

One last thing: check that your 
helmet is not cracked or bashed up, 
and that the buckles and straps are in 
good shape. Keep a water bottle with 
you when you ride. 

Plan your ride in advance; web 
sites and apps like www.mapmyride.
com make this very easy. Local bike 
shops also carry maps with routes 
marked on them and can offer advice 
for local rides. Some of them even 
coordinate group rides you 
can join. 

Have fun!

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

TURNERS FALLS – Unity 
Park, located in Turners Falls since 
1920, is currently in the final stag-
es of a facility-wide rehabilitation 
project. According to the Turners 
Falls Riverculture website, the 
award-winning park is one of the 
most popular outdoor recreation 
areas in Franklin County. 

The park now includes a new 
playground with a whale water 
spray feature, a sand volleyball 
court, a community garden, two 
rain gardens and a butterfly gar-
den, ball fields, and a paved walk-
ing path with fitness stations.

Near the parking lot at the far 
end of the park, there is a dog run. 
Dog walkers also use the bike 
trail that ends there. There are 
plans to install a sway fun glider 
this spring, to accommodate indi-
viduals with mobility issues, and a 
skate park is slated to be built this 
summer.

When asked what award the 
park had won, Montague Parks 
and Recreation director Jon Do-
bosz said “it won the Facility 
Design Award from the Massa-
chusetts Recreation and Park As-
sociation.”   

“The playground had really old 
structures, and no access for peo-
ple with mobility issues,” Dobosz 
said, when asked why the park 
was rehabilitated. “The park just 
needed a facelift.” A number of 
public hearings were held. “Peo-
ple had different suggestions to 

what they wanted to see in Unity 
Park,” he said.

Dobosz has been director of 
Parks and Recreation since Octo-
ber 2001. His responsibilities in-
clude programs, such as the swim 
team and day camp, as well as the 
park and general operations of the 
department. 

Besides the dog walkers, who 
use the dog run, there is an adult 
softball league, and the depart-
ment is also trying to get an adult 
sand volleyball league going. 

Montague received a matching 
grant from the state PARC pro-
gram last year to help fund a state-
of-the-art skatepark. The Parks 
and Rec Department’s newsletter, 
Spring Fun Times, points out that 
the project is still accepting dona-
tions to the fund to build it.

The 10th Annual Peter Cotton-
tail Eggstravaganza will occur on 
Saturday, April 18 in the park. It 
will involve many raffles, pictures 
with Peter Cottontail, and a search 
for 5,000 candy- and toy-filled 
eggs.

Activities like the Eggstrava-
ganza, where people socialize 
with each other, are part of Unity 
Park’s long history in Turners 
Falls. With the facility-wide reha-
bilitation project, and new activi-
ties like a sand volleyball league, 
I believe that this should go on for 
quite some time.

The park is a historical land-
mark, coming up for a 100-year 
anniversary, and I believe it will 
endure for another hundred years.

The New Unity Park

SINCE 1888 
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Do You Pay Attention to 
il~ CGr®W®ITTIDillID®ffil~g) 

Interviews and photos by MARK HUDYMA 

Montague, a town of 8,500, struggles each year to field 126 
town meeting representatives. 

As town meeting and town elections approach, we were 
wondering what motivates some to participate in town gov­
ernment, and what keeps others a,.vay. 

"I do. It's impo1tant to see 
what's going on. It's common for 
people to just ignore small town 

govemment. Only firefighters 
come to fire district meetings, 

and those are public." 
John Greene 

Montague Center 

"We're too busy to pay attention, 
and there isn't much use paying 
attention when town hall won't 
listen to what you have to say." 

Tica and Carl 
Turners Falls 

"I definitely try to. My husband is 
a town meeting member. I'm the 
precinct warden for precinct 1. 

I'm retired, so I have more time. I 
am disappointed that more people 
don't [pa1ticipate]. It's a process 

eve1ybody needs to do. If you don't 
vote, you can't complain." 

Peg Burns 
(photo declined) 

Montague Center 

We sent our reporter out 
onto the Avenue this week to get 
some perspectives. - Eds. 

"No, I don't stay informed 
unless it's on TV. I have a 

learning disability and I don't 
understand a lot of it. " 

Beverly Tillman 
Turners Falls 

"I do. I was raised in a family 
that thought it was imp01tant to 

be involved, it's in my blood. My 
family is from the area - my father 

was Joe Bonnette, who was a 
selectman in the '70s. I was [on 

the selectboard] in Gill." 
Geri Johnson 

Gill 

"I don't have cable, 
so I can't follow it. " 

Vicki Figueroa 
Turners Falls 

"No, kids take up every 
moment of my day. We 
don't even watch TV." 

Emily and Amanda Hardy 
Turners Falls 

"[Laughs] I live in the town, 
it's important to the people that 

live here, so it's important to me. 
I'm not a pa1ticipant or a town 
meeting member; I don't have 

time for that b-------. Will M--- let 
you print that? It's the first step: 
bad ordinances get passed, and 
that's what leads to the kind of 
mess we have in Washington." 

Brian Faldasz 
Montague Center 

"There's been a lot of health 
issues in my family that just 

takes up all your time." 
Beth Erickson 
Turners Falls 

"Who's mnning for what, I 
don't much care. I just want 
them to clean the town up." 

Casey Aiken 
Turners Falls 

THURSDAY from page A 1 
eve1yone else's book ... I've been a 
Montague resident for 30 years, but 
through the book project I've met 
other artists. When you read their 
journaling, you get to know a piece 
of them," she said. 

The reception at Ha1vest will be 
followed by music from The Dislo­
cated Hipsters, Kevin Smith and 
Tim at 8 p.m. 

Lyons will also be at Nina's 
Nook, 125AAvenueA, for the open­
ing reception of her Promenade of 
Shoes, an exhibit of tiny, delicate 
paper shoes. 

"I'm a sculptor and doll maker, 
and I've wanted for such a long time 
to make these paper shoes," Lyons 
said of this "whimsical digression" 
in her a1t. 

Lyons' work highlights "famous 
women, who are famous, at least in 
pa1t, for their shoes." 

Originally inspired by shoe diva 
Imelda Marcos, widow of fom1er 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos, who was reputed to have 
over 2,000 pairs of shoes (though 
the fo1mer First Lady claimed it was 
as few as 1,600 pairs), Lyons also 
included the mythical likes of Doro­
thy and Belzeba in her exhibit. 

"I've always loved shoes. One 
steady thing is shoes," said Lyons, 
explaining that while she may find 
herself in different sizes of clothes 
over the years, she can still wear the 
same size shoe. 

Exhibit-goers can expect a few 
extra touches at the opening, such 
as an installation of tiny, dangling 
shoes and shoe makeovers, "spec­
tacular shoes that I've made into 
new types of shoes," she said. 

As a spinoff, galle1y owner Nina 
Rossi, whose paintings of shoes will 
accompany the exhibit, will offer a 
homemade shoe photo booth, in a 
five-by-five-foot pop-up tent in the 
garden space behind the shop. 

"Crazy socks, haiiy legs, weird 
shoes, or just the ordinary," were 
some of Rossi's suggestions. "It's a 
community rut project so1t of thing," 
she said, envisioning a gridlike com­
pilation poster of the photos. 

LOOT, at 62 Avenue A, will also 
play host to a community art proj­
ect, though an iinpe1manent one. 
Make Your Mark asks participants 
to, "take one minute to set an inten­
tion by creating with ink and plant­
able seed paper." The results will be 
planted in the Turners Falls commu­
nity gardens. 

The storefront galleries at 106 to 
112 Avenue A will feature the work 
of Paul Root and Julianne Jones, 
as well as a video installation by an 
artist from the Millers Falls Arts 
Bridge. 

Third Street Studios at 36 Third 
Street will host a one-night-only 
show of work from Cathe Janke, 
Luke Buckham, Wes Talbot, Rod­
ney Madison and John Landino. 

Cross the street for an 8 o'clock 
DJ set by Shannon at the Five 
Eyed Fox, 37 Third Street, or hop, 
skip and jump on down to the Ren­
dezvous, 78 Third Street, for Half 
Shaved Jazz, also at 8 p.m. 
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As pait of Third Thursday this 
month, the AltSalon will come to 
Turners Falls. Established in 2013, 
AltSalon has been bringing estab­
lished and emerging a1tists from the 
Pioneer Valley together for evenings 
of "engaging presentations" hosted 
by different towns and venues. 

RiverCulture's LoManto of­
fered ArtSalon an extensive list of 
Franklin County aitists, from which 
they chose Cathe Janke, Sarah 
Bliss, Amy Borezo and Overture. 
Each artist will present based on the 
"PechaKucha" (pronounced peh­
chak-cha) model: 20 slides, for 20 
seconds each. 

The Shea Theater, 71 Avenue A, 
will host the event, with refresh­
ments and jazz music from the 
Forti.a and David Duo at 6:30, and 
presentations to begin at 7. A five­
dollar donation is suggested, but not 
mandato1y. 

Tumers Falls' Cathe Janke 
works with painting, printmaking, 
drawing, eve1yday materials, found 
objects, local seasonal plants, salt, 
and food coloring. She has used 
milkweed with seed pods that float 
on air cmTents, ai1d sparkles that at­
tach to peoples' feet to travel with 
them. 

Janke is a member at Zea Mays 
Printmaking in Florence, and works 
with Wingate Studios in New Hamp­
shire. In the past year she had work 
in NY Alt Book Fair, Sister Sister 
at MOMA PSI, New York. She is 
freshly returned from her endeav­
ors in the a1t residency RIA/CE, 
and teaching and creating at the BK 
Bhubaneswai· College of Alts ai1d 
Crafts, Odisha, India. 

Janke repo1ts that she is "still fin­
ishing the writing and what iinages 
I will show from the work I made 
in India. I was expecting to make 
only a little work, one silkscreen, 
but I ended up having more time in 
a friend's big studio. So I staited 2 
paintings on saris also, 12-foot-long 
pieces of fabric." 

Altist and filmmaker Sarah Bliss 
is currently working on Waterbody, 
an iinmersive room-sized video in­
stallation developed in collaboration 
with sculptor Rosalyn Driscoll. 

"I'm interested in the way our 
bodies, moods, and perceptions are 
affected by a place, and the way we, 
in tum, affect it. I use my work to 
create conditions and situations that 
reveal this dynamic interplay be­
tween place, histo1y, body, psyche 
and spirit," Bliss said in a transcript 
she provided of her talk at Marlboro 
College this week. 

Bliss' work ranges from reseai·ch 
on and intimate time spent with an 
abai1doned charcoal kiln to a video 
projection of life-sized bodies in­
side a claustrophobic stainless steel 
freight elevator. In her The Walking­
Marking Project, she walked back 
and fo1th between two walls, mak­
ing a graphite mark on each wall 
when she affived at it. 

''The mai·ks made, both with 
graphite on the wall, and through 
continual footsteps on the floor, 
emerge over time as a perceptible 

see THURSDAY next page 
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record of the physical action and 
energetic history stored and held in 
the place," she said in her talk. 

Amy Borezo has "successfully 
mai1·ied" her interest in both the art 
and craft of bookbinding at Shelter 
Bookworks, her business studio 
in the Orange Innovation Center, 
where she works with fine press 
publishers to design and execute 
limited edition books. 

At AitSalon, she plans to show 
pieces that most capture the reap­
pearing themes in her work, name­
ly where idealism confronts reality, 
and tension between a group and 
the individual. 

"As an a1tist, I really feel like 
you're hying to be a student of 
yourself," she said. "I watch myself 
work, and only analyze it after." 

Borezo said she has always 
been drawn to nairntive, so that her 
transition from a painter and print 
maker to book maker was a natural 
one. 

"I like [books] because they're 
intimate. Instead of looking at the 
wall, you're holding it in your 

hands," she said, adding that mean­
ing is enhanced through additional 
viewings of a book and that its ma­
terials, binding, paper, etc., also 
convey something. 

"Books as rut ai·e only activated 
by the viewer," Borezo said. 

Overture, the improvisational 
and collaborative effo1ts of Jason 
and Aya Brown, offer a different 
kind of book, a mini-zine of their 
collected Weird Healing comic, 
published eve1y three weeks in The 
Montague Reporter. The zine will 
also be available this coming week­
end at Easthampton's Flywheel 
Zine Fest. 

Ove1ture plans to share some 
of their animation, self-described, 
"stories of animism and cosmic na­
ture with funny creatures," and the 
creation process of their new proj­
ects, but the rest remains a mys­
te1y ... until Third Thursday. 

For more infom1ation on Third 
Thursday events, including indi­
vidual artists' websites, visit www. 
TurnersFallsRiverCulture.org. 

u 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Collisions and Unlicensed Driving 
Monday, 3/ 30 

3:50 p.m. Officer dis­
patched to French 
King Highway for dog 
complaint. 
Tuesday, 3/31 

1<:30 p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on 
Northfield Road. 
Wednesday, 4/1 

12: 14 p.m. Disabled 
motor vehicle on Route 
2 East Bypass. Assist­
ed until removed. 
1 :35 p.m. Report of 
damaged roadway on 
Gary Street, report 
taken. 
6:40 p.m. Assisted with 
medical emergency on 
Lillian's Way. 

Thursday, 4/ z 
12 p.m. Breaking and 
entering reported at 
French King Highway, 
report taken and under 
investigation. 
1:15 p.m. Report of 
dispute and damage to 
fencing on Highland 
Avenue, report taken. 
4:00 p.m. Motor ve­
hicle collided with 
deer on Route 2A near 
State Forest Headquar­
ters. Deer escaped into 
woods. 
Friday, 4/3 

7:05 a.m. Motor vehi­
cle crash on East Main 
Street. Report taken. 
10:30 a.m. Assisted 
,vith medical emergen-

cy on Mountain Road. 
6:05 p.m. Criminal 
Complaint issued to 

censed operation of a 
motor vehicle. 
Satmday, 4/ 4 

Report of disabled 
vehicle on the French 
King Highway, found 
to be using phone, sent 
on their way. 
Sunday, 4/5 

6: 10 a.m. Suspicious in­
dividual seen on Gary 
Street, spoken with. 
12 p.m. 

arrested 
for speeding and driv­
ing with a suspended 
license. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Superior Court 

Department of the Trial Court 
Franklin County 

Publication Notice FRCV201500028 

To all person(s) interested ill the below described land(s) with claims against one or more tracts 
of land mentiOlled herein 

Affected property 4 Grand Avenue, Millers Falls, Massachusetts 01349, with buildings upon 
being more particularly bound and described as follows 
First tract: (lot 1) Begilllling at the northeast comer thereof on the west side of Grand Avenue; 
thence running N 51 ° 45' W, a distance of ninety-six and thirty-six Olle hUlldredths (96 36) feet 
to an iron pill; thence running S 38° 15' W, a distance of Olle hUlldred fifty (150) feet, more or 
less, to an irOll pin; thence nu'lning a!Ollg Main Street, S 72° 30' E, a distance of three (3) rods 
and twenty-three (23) links, more or less, to an iron pill; thence i.11 a northeasterly directiOll 
alOllg said Grand A venue to the place of begillnillg 
Second tract: (Lot 14) Begu111illg at a stone boUlld at the southwesterly comer of the granted 
premises 011 said Main Steet, so-called; thence rwu1illg N 38-1 / 4 ° E, a distance of Olle hUlldred 
seventy-one (171) feet, more or less, to an iron pill; thence running 551-3/4° E, a distance of 
seventy-four and five tenths (74 50) feet to an iron pill; thence rwu1i11g S 38-1/4° W, a distance 
of one hw1dred fifty-one (151) feet and eight (8) inches to an iron pill at said Main Street; thence 
running westerly along said Main Street to the stOlle bow1d at the place of begil'lning 
Third tract: (driveway) Beginning at the southeast comer to the tract hereby cOllveyed, being 
the southwest comer of the First Tract above described; thence nu111illg N 38-1 / 4 ° E, a distance 
of one hw1dred fifty (150) feet, more or less, to the northwest comer of the First Tract herein 
above described; thence nu'lning N 51-3/4° W, a distance of eight (8) feet to the northeast comer 
of the 5ec01ld Tract above described; thence runningS38-1/4° W, a distance of Olle hUlldred 
fifty-one (151) feet and eight (8) illciles, said course being parallel and eight (8) feet di.stance 
from the first course herein described to an iron pill at the highway leading from Millers Palls to 
Turners Palls, said highway being known as Main Street, the same being the southeast comer of 
the Second Tract herein above described; thence running easterly a!Ollg Main Street to the place 
of begilllli11g 
If you have an interest to the above mentioned property, then you or your attomey must file a 
written appearance and answer ill this court at 101 Munson St., Greenfield, MA 01301 or you 
will be forever barred from claiming an interest 
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

Historical Commission Named Town 
Employees for Work on Riverside Book 

By TIA FATTARUSO 

The historical comm1ss10n 
joined the selectboard Monday 
night to offer updates on "several 
fairly substantial projects that have 
been unde1way for a while," said 
commission chair Ivan Ussach. 

The commission will hold a 
presentation on the nominations 
of Gill Center and Riverside to 
the National Historic Register on 
Tuesday, April 28, at 7 p.m. at the 
fire station. 

The Massachusetts historical 
commission has not yet begun the 
fomial review process, according 
to Ussach. He also pointed out that 
while local historical designations 
often come with restrictions on 
property owners, this is a national 
designation and should not cany 
such resn·ictions. 

Meanwhile, the commission is 
also working on a book on the his­
to1y of Riverside, which is quite 
time-consuming and has led to a 
request by the commission for 
"special municipal employee" 
status for all seven members, for 
some minimal compensation for 
their efforts. 

The selectboai·d approved the 
request unanimously. 

In conjunction with the Riverside 
book, the commission is upgrading 
the museum collection at Riverside 
and digitizing the paper collection. 
They expressed gratitude for the 
work of Allan Adie, who paved the 
way for the continued work at Riv­
erside, and Allgela Adie, who was 
presented with Gill's version of the 
Boston Post cane last October, for 
shai·ing her wealth of oral histo1y. 

The commission also reviewed 
the battlefield grant project which 
will reseai·ch and protect sites of 
the battle of Great Falls during 
King Phillip's War, 1675 to 1676. 

Though many books have been 
written on the subject, Ussach said, 
"The real details of the battle have 
never really been fully investigated." 

According to Ussach, a final re­
po1t on the first phase of the project 
is due in Mai·ch 2016, prepai·ed by 
Kevin McBride and his research 
team. It is meant to uncover "what 
happened, where, when, and by 
whom." 

The conunission plans to sub­
mit a follow up grant proposal to 
suppo1t a second phase of ai·chaeo­
logical field work, with permission 
from prope1ty owners. A phase 
three funding target includes a re­
source center. 

Making Up for 165 Years 
After the historical commission 

left, town clerk Lynda Hodsdon 
Mayo canied the historical mood 
over by notifying the selectboai·d 
that the last perambulation of town 

boundat·ies she could find a record 
for was in 1850, though statutes 
dictate this should be done annu­
ally. Selectboard members, or des­
ignated replacements, are meant 
to physically verify the existence 
of the twelve granite markers that 
mark the town's boundaries each 
yeai·. 

Gill's boundaries are easier to 
demarcate and smaller in number 
due to rivers composing two sides, 
though this led to jokes about how 
long members could tread water. 

"AI·e you telling me the last time 
this was done was 1850?" asked 
chair Randy Crochier. 

"Yeah, it's been awhile," Hods­
don Mayo said. 

It is on the agenda to set a date 
for perambulation, which eve1yone 
agreed should be easier with to­
day's GPS (global positioning sys­
tem) devices. Hodsdon Mayo said 
that she would like to accompany 
the board and get a nice picture of 
each marker. 

Hodsdon Mayo also notified the 
boai·d that regisn·ar Richard Peller 
is retiring. It is the clerk's responsi­
bility to ensure there are three reg­
istrars, one from each pa1ty. 

Hodsdon Mayo reconunended 
Jim Shea, a faculty member at 
Northfield Mount Hennon. The 
selectboard approved the recom­
mendation. 

School Costs 
Frailldin County Technical School 

is looking to make capital improve­
ments, including replacing doors and 
windows, upgrading the roof and 
repaving the parking lot. The $2.1 
million window ai1d door replace­
ment project should be about 73% 
reimbursed by the state, through the 
Massachusetts School Building Au­
thority (MSBA) program. 

According to town administra­
tor Ray Purington, the school's 
district agreement calls for town 
ballot elections in all 19 member 
towns on the same day. The school 
is looking at dates between June 15 
and 26. 

While majority vote passes, any 
town can have a debt exclusion 
election on their own after the vote. 

Gill's share would be approxi­
mately $6,000 per year over 15 
yeai·s, just under 2.3% of the total 
budget, doing all projects and fac­
toring in the reimbursement. 

The selectboard and Purington 
have a few more questions for the 
Massachusetts Depaitment of Rev­
enue on the issue. 

Hillcrest and Sheffield schools 
also have MSBA project funding 
to be voted on. Gill does not car-
1y any financial obligation, but as 
pa1t of the Gill Montague Regional 
School District, there will be one 
or two a1ticles on Gill's town meet-

ing warrant, which can either be 
passed over or approved for $0. 

Improvements 
Purington is still working his 

way through the onerous purchase 
and sale and license agreements 
with Eversource for street lamps. 
The boai·d was not convinced that 
it is worth the $1,690 difference 
to move a light at Main and No1th 
Cross roads for $2,000, rather than 
buy it for $310. 

"I'm not sure there's a negative 
problem where it is now," said Pu­
rington. 

Donna MacNicol, town counsel, 
has reviewed the conn·act for the 
safety complex roof and it is back 
in the hands of the architect, who 
also has the asbestos abatement 
regulations. 

In the template contract used be­
tween the town and engineers for 
the Gill elementa1y well project, 
Purington found that protections 
to the town are not as good as they 
need to be, and it should go through 
town counsel. 

Insulation projects over the win­
ter appear to have saved the town 
about 500 gallons of oil this yeai· 
over last. 

Other Business 
The selectboard has been invited 

to the Franklin Regional Council of 
Government's (FRCOG) meeting 
on fire department shared services 
on April 14, which Crochier plans 
to attend. 

"I've thought it should be done 
for yeai·s," Crochier said. 

Purington notified the select­
boai·d that the Spirit Shoppe in Gill 
plans to offer "KENO To Go." No 
action was required. 

A Gill resident infom1ed Puring­
ton that a Conway attorney has sent 
a letter to Massachusetts attorney 
general Maura Healey regai·ding 
electricity price hikes being caused 
by feat· of conditions that never 
materialized. The resident asked if 
Gill plans to weigh in on the mat­
ter. 

The selectboard unanimously 
approved a letter in support, and 
asked Purington to notify and thank 
the resident. 

John Wai·d, attending remotely 
by phone, indicated that the attor­
ney general may find something 
yet deeper in ISO New England's 
fo1ward capacity mai·kets. 

FRCOG has again asked mem­
ber towns if they want traffic 
counts on any roads. As it is "first 
come first served," Purington be­
lieves Main Road, coming down 
from town hall, is near the top of 
the list from last year. 

The board approved a sewer 
abatement for Jeff Suprenant of 
$27 .95 for filling a hot tub. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodeling Contractor 

Blown Cellulose fm;ulalion • Airsealing • Energy Audits 
Rcplac<:ment Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 

Home Repairs • Spr,1y Foam I11suJalion 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 

Bryan G_ ~obbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

/1rymif1obfo;re111od1di11g@g111nil.cm11 (413) 775-9006 

Hampshire ~io.g Services 
~~ est.ablished 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
1Icari11g and Hearing Aid Technology Slu1pcd 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended wilh Care & 

Patience To Optimize Social Interaction 

As anAudiology practice. 
it's who we arc and wbat we do 

241 King Street, Suhc l L 9 I Pot Pourri Pl=l Northamptoo • 413-586-9572 

it's all about communication 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 

P.O. Box 729 
Greenfield, MA 01302 

,=:::;::i 
CHEVRfJLET 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe !!qulnox Traverse Vans 

PAUL J. SOCQUET 

SERVICE CONSULT ANT 
Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678 

Fax(413)774-5746 

0iifflMsllffflliGf1

' 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ f lll\ifl Of ~-... \ 
Easy in-lO\\n location ,~r:1.st . 
Secure 14-hour access ,a,tts "' 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fll 
ConLructors, f"lea Marketers, Trod~show Venows 

and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edwards 

Certified Arl:Drist 

Tree Climbing Specialist· Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Li~ • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Wil/1 Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MATIEDWARDSTREE.COPf j, 
\Vendell,MA ~ 

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties ',· 1 .,J,.t , ~...._ 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

~(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd.Montague 
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BOOK-SIGNING ct TALK BY Fl<ANCES 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL. 15 
6:00 -to 1:30 pm 

SOLAR STORE of GREENFIELD 
2 Fiske Avenue • 413-772-3122 
c:::laire@solarstoreofgreen~eld.com 

CAUCUS from page A1 

simply not the case." 
A third candidate for selectboard, 

Richard Kuklewicz, was not regis­
tered as a Democrat but has turned 
in nomination papers through the 
town clerk's office. Roque has done 
the same, so all three names will ap­
pear on the May ballot. 

The three will meet at 2 p m. 
this Sunday, April 12 at the meeting 
room at the public safety complex 
on Turnpike Road, and again the fol­
lowing Sunday at 4 p.m. 

A debate hosted by the Montague 
Reporter and MCTV will follow 

Tuesday, May 5. All events -~ 
will be broadcast on MCTV. [I 
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PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

Abo3t-Foce 
Computer Solutions 

Sere;u';b; Home Organizing 
Jc/ear your space, clear your mind 

Jill Bromberg ·~ Montague, MA 

serenityhomeorganizing.com 

413.367.9959 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 97·8-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

SOLHR STO 

John Ward 
Claire Chang 

Replace Foss/I 
& Nuclear Fuels 
One house or 

Business at a time 

413-772-3122 
2 Fiske Ave, Greenfield, MA 

Claire@ or ~oreofgreenfield.oom 

N-MASSAMONT 
ALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Offi 
(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(-+13) 834-152+ ull 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cbumr .. com E-mail 
-l ElmStl'<d, So11tlLDce1f1dd. MA.013711 

www.cbupton-massamont.c 

' ■ ; ·■ -. ■:;,' ■ : .· 
The Gill TaveRn 

Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 
Sunday Brunch. I 0am-1pm 

41 3-863-9006 
·■ I ■' ■ . ■• '. 
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IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering skilled and intentional 
companionship to elders and 
others in the final years of life. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang 

Hospice trained § 
413-834-7569 

(OMMITTED 
TO COMMUNITY 

vision I Integrity I expertise 

CPR certified i:i 

SOLAR ENERGY FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

31 I Wells Street, Suite B 
Greenlield, MA 01301 
413.772.8788 

www.pvsquared.coop PioneerValeyPholo\tilaics 
• •o~k•r-r,wn•d ,;oop••••lv• 

Contact us for a free solar assessment! 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appoimmem 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

BRATTtEBORO LAURA CHAPDELAINE 
Sales & Leasing Consultanl 

iJj 
~■ t 

1141 Put,iq Rd• lranltl,oro, VT 0S301 

CELL (413) 522-0906 
FAX (802) 257-4363 

DESK (802) 246-316 

Montague Dental Arts 
Robert J. Koolkin, D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

30() Ave1111e A 

Turners Falls, MA (} I 376 

Phone: (413) 863-2288 
www.rlrkoolkit1.com 

11&1► d(;J;tJ 
Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-25 

Family Owned & Operated 
Seming Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

D1weArgy, Fmnity & Stoff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, 'BURGERS 

www.turnarafallsplzza.cn 
119 Avenue A, rurners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

jQ -SHAN"Alf CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SUPP.EV Co. INc. 
SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice., 

\ ♦• 
ofnplete Masonry Supply 

Offcrtng a complete Unc of pavcrs, 
wall stone, retatntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonahansupply.com 
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Dateline 167 6: 
Battlefield Study 

By DAVID BRULE 

TURNERS FALLS - The Town of Montague 
was awarded a National Park Service grant under 
the American Battlefield Protection Program to de­
velop the definitive study of the battle/massacre at 
the falls at Peskeompskut on May 19, 1676. 

It is estimated that more than four hundred in­
digenous tribal people lost their lives in the sur­
prise attack by colonial forces. The colonial militia, 
led by Capt William Turner and Capt. Holyoke, lost 
close to forty-one men. 

The town of Montague hired the research team 
of the Mashantucket Pequot Musemn to conduct 
the Battlefield study, and the team is now well into 
its third month of examining records, prima1y and 
secondruy somce documents, and accounts of the 
battle on that fateful day in May that gave the vil­
lage ofTmners Falls its name. 

The research team is headed by Kevin McBride 
as principal investigator, Ashley Bissonnette is 

see WEST ALONG page B4 

The team is app!ying military terrain ana!Jsis to the 'Falls 
area in an effort to reconstruct the details of the attack. 

ernam on Jlutnom ta 
iesh alls dht'' 

three years of intensive research and writing and began 
accumulating notes some 30 years ago for a different 
project before switching to a history of Bernardston. 

"Working on a project like this almost has to become 
an obsession, but a benign one. I began the writing pro­
cess back in October, 2011. I probably wouldn't have 
sta1ted this project if I had known how much work 
would be involved. My main goal was to present hi.s­
t01y as I saw it." 

Jim Gildea has an rye on the jight's broader context. 

The chapter we are excerpting from is called "An­
other Look at the Falls Fight." It will be ofpa1ti.cular in­
terest to local folks, as the author presents his research 
on events leading up to the "Fight at the Falls" that gave 
Tmners Falls its name. 

By JOE KWIECINSKI 

BERNARDSTON - Sta1ting next week, the Mon­
tague Reporter will be mnning a series of excerpts from 
Jim Gildea's new book, The Journey Home: Diary of a 
Small American Town, Bernardston Mass., Fact, Fan­
tasy and Folklore. Gildea says the volume is unique. 
"It's a ve1y different approach," he said, "to the subject 
matter. It goes where no histo1y has gone before. I spent 

On May 19, 1676, Captain Willi.am Turner was the 
leader of a raid on the Wampanoag Indians, bringing his 
troops up from Hadley. The men were particularly bit­
ter; many of them had lost loved ones of all ages at the 
hands of the native people. Tm11er himself had suffered 
the loss of a brother at Bloody Brook. "King Phi.Iii.p's 
War," said Gildea, ''which had begmi the previous year, 
was a bmtal conflict. Indians raided British settlements 
and razed whole towns." 

see GILDEA page B6 

Dlecllin9 In with the Spi,itual alli■nK■ 

By JOE PARZYCH 

LAKE PLEASANT - On my 
way home from Si.nun's Annual 
Open House, I cut through Lake 
Pleasant and stopped in at the 
Thompson Temple where The Na­
tional Spiritual Alliance was having 
a Psychic Fair. The Vice President 
of The National Alliance (TNSA), 
Joam1 Matthews, greeted me and ex­
plained that there were a nmnber of 
tarot card readers present who were 
giving 25 minute readings for $25. 

I asked if they would give tips 
on the stock market. Matthews said 
"no," but offered a free tip: ''Buy 
low and sell high," she said with a 
smile. Excellent advice! 

Another person approached us 
and offered me a fo1tm1e cookie. 
Inside the cookie was a slip of pa­
per with a lucky number. I seldom 
play the lottery, heeding Benjamin 
Franklin's observation, "A fool and 
his money are soon paited." 

But the long series of nmnbers 
looked ve1y much like the series 
of numbers needed to win fabulous 
amounts of Jack Pot lotte1y money. 
I thanked the nice lady, and looked 
fo1wai·d to the chance of becoming 

Joann Matthe111s, vice president of 
INSA, with tarot card readers in 

background. 

wealthy beyond belief, and promptly 
misplaced the slip with the number. 
I ate the cookie, or I'd probably have 
lost that, too. 

Both my wife and I had a num­
ber of relatives brag about their 
gambling winnings, usually a sho1t 
ti.me before they approached us for 
money. 

One such relative was on his way 

to becoming wealthy by raising wolf 
hybrids. He aiTived in an old pickup 
truck, his new one having been re­
possessed. He had a fierce looking 
wolf inside the cab and an even less 
friendly one chained in back. He 
wai1ted me to finance a new home, 
since the bank had foreclosed on his 
house, and no one wanted to rent to 
a couple with nine wolves. 

He explained that with the high 
cost offeeding his wolves, he hadn't 
been able to pay his m01tgage. He 
became indignant when I declined 
to fork over any more money. He 
promptly severed all contact with 
me, for which I am most grateful. 

Ms. Matthews introduced me to 
Reverend John Mi.dma, President of 
TNSA. Midura of Swanzey, NH, is a 
refo1med Roman Catholic priest. He 
assmed me that he still deals with 
the same deity, but does so directly, 
eliminating the middle men of bi.sh­
ops, cai·di.nals and the pope. 

His present position is that of 
promoting religion, science and the 
principles of spiritualism. He em­
phasized that TNSA does not advo­
cate blind faith, but spiritual healing 
through meditation, the religion of 

see SPIRITUAL page B3 

ADDICTION IN THE 
RESTAURANT INDUSTRY 

By ERIC DAMKOEHLER 

TUR~ERS FALLS -As a somewhat sheltered teenager, I goi myfi.rsi 
consisteni job as a Saturdr~v morning dishwasher and janitor in one of the 
on(v restaurants in town. In that resiaurani, and ihe do:en restaurants and 
01'er twenfy:five kitchens I've worked in since, I've seen and been a part of 
some things which I mn noi proud of 

Drinking, smoking and drugging while on ihe job was something which 
I siarted in ihatfirst restaurant, and coniinued until I checked into Faiher 
Mariin s Ashley in January of 2013 [Father Martins Ashley is an inpatieni 
addiction ireatment cenier locaied in Mmyland - note from Ed.]. 

It ,ras there that I learned jusi how much of an impact ihe environmeni 
of ihese restaurants, and ihe people 1rithin them, had on my addiction. Ji 
was the staff at Father Mariin s Ashley ,rho ,firsi told me to quit my job, 
and find another wr~v ofsupporiing my family of fi1'e. Againsi their ad1'ice, 
I have remained and ihril'ed as a sober resiaurateur - one day ai a time 
- for over two years. 

Over the past sixteen years, I have worked ,rith some incredible people. 
Some of whom ha1'e addiciion problems, and some of,rhom do noi. I haw 
worked close(v ,rith hundreds of cooh, and probably a ihousand sen·ers, 
and cant imagine ever having worked in another.field. The work I do is one 
which requires ioughness and mentalforiitude,· without having survived in 
it so long, I mighi lack ihose necessary ingredieni.~ of sobriety. 

This is not my siory. It is a stmy which generali:es the e,ponential(v 
varied culiure of resiauranis, and ,ras wriiten in an effort to begin a con­
versation about a problem ihat often goes unnoticed 

As someone ,rho worked his ,ray up fl-om ihe botiom io some relative 
success and someone ,rho nearly lost it all, on~v to return as a better and 
more qualified chef and leader, understand ihat I love my job and all of ihe 
people ,rith whom I have ever worked, and cant for one momeni imagine 
my life without it or them. - E.D. 

The Enticement 
The restaurant industry is a 

500-billion dollar enterprise in the 
United States. Restaurant jobs are 
available in eve1y state, eve1y com­
munity - always. 

The restaurant offers a ftm and 
exciting environment, where a di.­
verse group of teenagers, college 
students, and seasoned profession­
als work side by side, day in and 
day out. To the teenager, any job 
will suffice, and to the college stu­
dent, restaurants offer pa1t-time, 
flexible schedules to accommodate 
their busy lives. 

The Problem 
To the professional, restaurant 

work is more than a job, it is a way 
of life. Because, in pa1t, of the long 
and unusual hours, restaurateurs' so­
cial lives revolve around their jobs 
and involve heavy consumption of 
alcohol and the use of illicit ch11gs. 

There have been munerous 
books and stories written about the 
behind-the-scenes life of the indus­
tly. Most notably, Anthony Bour­
dain 's book, Kitchen Confidential, 
describes the life of the restaurant 
worker as someone who works all 
day and pa1ties all night. 

This is the same Anthony Bour­
dain who brought big-time cameras 
to small-time Greenfield and Turn­
ers Falls. The show, Part~ Unknown, 
which aired last fall on CNN, ex­
posed the nu·al heroin epidemic now 
being adch·essed by the Opioid Task 
Force in Massachusetts. Bourdain 
used Greenfield to exemplify the 
kid-next-door ch11g problem which 
reaches across the count1y. 

Most who read this will have two 
things in common: they will know 
someone who is a restauratem, and 
they will know someone who has 
a problem with alcohol or ch11gs. 
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For the addict, the ch·aw of the 
restaurant is the regular cash, and 
the fact that so many of the employ­
ees are engaged in a dmg- and alco­
hol-fueled social life. 

Steve Kelly, former owner and 
chef of The Big Kitchen Cafe in 
No1thfield, and recovering alcohol­
ic and voltmteer worker at a local 
half-way house, said, "The reason 
I chose the restaurant was I real­
ized that most of the people I met 
that worked in restaurants were into 
dmgs and alcohol, so I figured that 
would be a good place to work." 

Restaurants are a haven for such 
derelicts, for sordid and othe1wise 
unemployable folks. 

The local owner of a popular res­
tamant, Mr. X, who spoke on condi­
tion of anonymity due to the sensi­
tive natme of this aiti.cle, explained, 
"I just think it's because of easy em­
ployment. Usually there's always a 
job in the restamant business, and 
an addict and person like that is not 
reliable. They tend to lose their jobs 
faster than most." 

Mr. X considers the problem of 
restaurants having a high tmnover, 
and restaurateurs being more likely 
than those in most other professions 
to abuse ch11gs and alcohol, as a 
so1t of chicken or the egg paradox. 
"That's why there's tlm1over in the 
restaurant. Does the restaurant t11rn 
them that way? No, a lot of them 
come that way because of the easy 
ability to get a job in the restaurant 
business." 

Not always condoning the life­
style, but seldom forbidding it. An 
old cli.che in the indust1y is, "What 
they do on their own time is none of 
my business." But it is. It's eve1y­
one's business. 

see ADDICTION page B4 
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Pets of the Week 
I'm Rachel! I'm a quiet indoor 

girl looking for a home to match. 
I love other cats. I recommend also 

adopting my dear friend Brianna! We 
lived together! We love to cuddle up 
and make a ve1y cute pair. 

We haven't lived with dogs, but 
maybe we could. 

Brianna is a cuddle bug, who 

looks out the window. She's shy and 
sensitive. 

We're both lap cats with the right 
person. Please come visit us! 

Contact the Dakin 
neer Valley Humane 
ety at (413) 548-9898 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Pio­
Soci­

or at 

RACHEL & BRIANNA 

Senior Center Activities 
April I 3 to 17 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made one 
day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are supported 
by a grant from the Executive Of­
fice of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y do­
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
prograins call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Sunday 4/12 
1 p.m. Writing Group Event 
Monday4/13 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
1 p.m. Scrapbooking 
Tuesday 4/14 
9:30 am. Chair Yoga 
11 a.m. Sing Along 
Noon Lunch 
12:30 p.m. Tech Suppo1t apptmnts 
Wednesday 4/15 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 4/16 
9 a m. Tai Chi 
10:10 am. Tech Tutor 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday 4/17 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga- Wednes-

days at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall. 
Drop-in $5 (first class free). Se­
nior Lunch - Fridays at noon. Call 
(413) 367-2694 by Wednesday for 
a reservation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. 

Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, tempo­

rarily at 18 Pleasant Street, Erv­
ing, is open Monday through Fri­
day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm. for 
activities and congregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res­
ervations required 24 hours in ad­
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal info1mation 
and reservations. 

For info1mation, call Paula Bet­
ters, interim Senior Center Direc­
tor, at (413) 423-3649. Transpor­
tation can be provided for meals, 
shopping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confirm activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 4/13 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Tuesday 4/14 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
9:30 am. C.O.A. Meeting 
10 a.m. Cardio Toning 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 4/15 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo & Snacks 
Thursday 4/16 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones, Muscles 
Noon Pitch Card Game 
Friday 4/17 
9 a.m. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Home Cooking 
12:30 p.m. Beginner Quilting 
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WENDELL FREE LIBRARY 

"The Invisible Man" at the Wendell Free 
Library, Saturday, April 18 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Invisible Man (1933). Claude Rains is super 
scary as mad scientist Griffin in HG Wells' classic hor­
ror novel about the power of being invisible thanks to 
a semm with some dangerous effects. 

as a short film before the movie. 
This is the next in the monthly series of Science Fic­

tion/Fantasy and Ho1rnr/Monster movies at the Wen­
dell Free Libraiy, located in the center of Wendell. 

Atmospherically directed by James Whale (Fran­
kenstein). 

Free Admission. 
For more infonnation about the Wen­

dell Free Library, VlSlt its web page at 
www.wendellfreelibrary.org or call (978) 544-3559. 

Great visual effects for its time that stand up well to 
today's standards. Chilling. 

Episode 725 of "Dark Shadows" will be screened 
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By FRED CICETTI 

Q. I suffer from hemorrhoids and 
I suspect a lot of other people do, 
too, because I see a lot of remedies 
in drug stores. But this is not a topic 
you bring up at parties. How many 
people have hemorrhoids, anyway? 

By the age of 50, about half of the 
population - both men and women 
- have hemol1'hoids. However, not 
eve1yone suffers from the nasty 
symptoms hem01Thoids can inflict. 

Hemol1'hoids are inflained and 
swollen veins around the anus (ex­
ternal) or in the lower rectum (in­
ternal). 

Sometimes refel1'ed to as "piles," 
hemol1'hoids are caused by straining 
when defecating, aging, pregnancy, 
sitting or standing for a long time, 
obesity and heavy lifting. Hemor­
rhoids can mn in fainilies. 

Blood may pool in an external 
hemol1'hoid and fo1m a clot that 
causes pain. Internal hemol1'hoids 
don't usually hmt because sur-

Overture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out opertura.org. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Hetntnorrhoids: 
Not Suffering Alone 

rounding membranes don't contain 
pain-sensitive nerve fibers. How­
ever, internal hemol1'hoids tend to 
bleed. Sometimes, an internal hem­
Ol1'hoid will protmde out of the anal 
opening, causing discomfort. 

HemoIThoids usually are not a 
serious problem. Hemol1'hoid symp­
toms, which can also include bmn­
ing and itching, will go away within 
a few days. However, if you are 
bleeding from the anus, you must 
go to a doctor to have to it checked. 
This can be a symptom of cancer. 

You can treat the symptoms of 
hem01Thoids yourself with over­
the-counter medications that come 
in ointments and suppositories. 

Pads soaked with witch hazel 
help. And there are topical anti­
inflammato1y agents containing 
hydroco1tisone. Waim water from 
a bath, bidet or removable shower 
head works, too. 

In addition, avoid d1y toilet pa­
per. Instead, use moist towelettes 
after a bowel movement. 

A doctor can remove or shrink 
hem01Thoids. These techniques in­
clude: mbber-banding that cuts off 
circulation and makes the hemor­
rhoid atrophy, an injection of a 
chemical that shrinks the hemor­
rhoid, burning hemol1'hoidal tissue 
with an infrai·ed device, and hemor-

rhoidectomy - surgical removal. 
Avoiding constipation is critical 

to preventing hemol1'hoids. Doctors 
recommend increasing fiber and 
fluids in your diet to develop soft­
er stools that don't lead to strain­
ing. So, it's impo1tant to eat whole 
grains, vegetables and fmit. Taking 
a fiber supplement each day helps, 
too. Drink liquids. Exercise. 

A few other pointers: 
• If you have to sit or stand for a 

long time, take breaks often. 
• Don't sit on doughnut cushions 

because they can increase the pres­
sure on the veins in the anus. 

• Don't hold your breath when 
trying to defecate; this creates 
greater pressure in the veins in the 
lower rectmn. 

• Go to the bathroom as soon as 
you feel the need. Waiting can make 
your stool dty and harder to void. 

• Avoid laxatives that can lead to 
dial1'hea. 

• Keep the anal area clean. 
• Apply ice packs or cold com­

presses on the anus to relieve swell­
ing. 

• Over-the-counter pain-relievers 
such as acetaminophen, aspirin or 
ibuprofen can relieve discomfo1t. 

If you would like to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 
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SPIRITUAL from page 81 

continuing life (reincarnation), and 
communing with the other side. 

Like the Sikh's, 1NSA members 
believe spirit life is circular. Your 
soul comes back another life fom1. 
According to a brochure Reverend 
Midura gave me, reincarnation is a 
learning vehicle which assists the 
soul's progression toward perfec­
tion. The brochure lists seven 1NSA 
Principles which are ve1y notewor­
thy, but too long to list here in their 
entirety. 

To get brochures and other infor­
mation, 1NSA holds Sunday servic­
es at the Thompson Temple in Lake 
Pleasant at 10:30. 

The three pait service fo1mat in­
cludes hands-on healing, an inspira­
tional talk, and messages from the 
spirit world through the medium of 
the day. Mediums from throughout 
New England serve on a rotating 
basis. 

In the meeting room where the 
Alliance holds Sunday services, 
Rev. Midura showed me a statue of 
Mother Teresa and one of a Native 
American medicine man on an al­
tar. 

He info1med me that 1NSA rec­
ognizes the Bible, and all noble peo­
ple, in an all-encompassing belief. 

"1NSA does not personify God 

as a guy with a long beai·d, but 
recognizes God as Creation. We 
also use a Christian hymn book re­
written with verses by Rev. Tabor 
Thompson." 

Stopping to see what The Na­
tional Spiritual Alliance was all 
about gave me a much better un­
derstanding and admiration of the 
pa1ticipants and their or­
ganization. I urge others 1, 
to do so. ~ 

Reverend John Midura, 
President of The National 

Spin'tual Alliance. 

JlOOITQ]N@ ~ 
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Here :S the way it was on April 
7, 2005: News from the Montague 
Repo1ter's archive. 

Gill Weighs in on 
Nuclear Waste 

Once again, on Monday April 
4, River Road resident Bait Bales 
asked the select board to call for 
increased safety measures at the 
Ve1mont Yankee nuclear power 
plant. Entergy is engaged in a 
fo1mal pe1mitting process seek­
ing approval to boost power pro­
duction at the plant to 120% of its 
original design capacity. Entergy 
also plans to ask for a 20-yeai· ex­
tension ofVe1mont Yankee's oper­
ating license, now set to expire in 
2012. 

The 25,000,000 Curies of radio­
active Cesium stored at the plant 
ai·e "not storable," said selectboai·d 
member Phil Maddem. 

The board agreed to send a let­
ter to the Vermont legislators con­
sidering Entergy's plan for new 
above-ground storage of spent 
fuel rods, and to the governor of 
Ve1mont, as well as local Massa­
chusetts legislators. The board will 
urge the legislators to "exercise all 
the caution they can" in their rul­
ing on Entergy's request. 

Save the Box Car 

The highlight of this week's 
Erving selectboard meeting (April 
4th) was a visit and urgent appeal 
for help by a small group of towns­
people suppo1ting Toni Wilson's 
effo1t to purchase the Boxcai· Res­
taurant on Main Street. The Boxcar 
might be sold to Dunkin Donuts, 
with the likelihood that the historic 
building would be demolished and 
replaced by the standat·d franchise 
design. 

According to planning boai·d 
member Jeff Dubay, the fo1mer 

train depot station is 150 years old 
and has not been altered much. 

"I have days" to put this deal 
together, said Wilson. 'Tm work­
ing seven days a week, sometimes 
18 hours a day. This is serious. 
This building is ve1y important to 
the town. It's been my dream to 
own this building. I can't imagine 
losing it to a fast-food chain." 

Dubay said the town cmTently 
has no zoning bylaw to protect 
against the destruction of proper­
ties, even historic ones. "The De­
pot was the internet of the 1850s," 
he said. "It put us on the map and 
brought people together." Attract­
ing tourists is important to the 
town's future, he said: "Erving is 
a destination!" 

Schools Building Paths 
of Learning and Art 

Hillcrest and Sheffield El­
ementa1y Schools face each other 
from across sports fields and play­
grounds, and they ai·e separated by 
fences. Soon, thanks to a $14,000 
grant from the Massachusetts Cul­
tural Council, the two schools will 
be connected by an inter-school 
pathway, to be constructed ap­
proximately in June of this year. 

The project is titled "Celebrat­
ing the Circle of Life Through 
Art." Artist-in-Residence David 
Fichter is working with student­
led design teams to create a series 
of murals that will line the path 
connecting the two schools. 

Hillcrest students will paint 
murals focusing on the family, 
while Sheffield murals will detail 
the histo1y of Montague, up to the 
present time. 

"It's going to look really good 
with the murals," said Shelli Hum­
phrey, a fifth grader in Mrs. Guy­
Greene's class. "It seems like it's 
going to take longer to finish thai1 
we thought, but it's fun." 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Stolen Lock Concealed in Pants 
Monday, 3/30 

1 :30 a.m. Male and female 
caller reporting that they 
just witnessed a male 
banging on the side of 
an abandoned building on 
Avenue A with a hammer 
or the like. Investigated; 
nothing found. 
2: 12 a.m. Officers 
attempted to serve warrant 
to female party, who 
had paperwork showing 
that she was released on 
personal recognizance over 
the weekend. State police 
verified that party had 
been bailed and advised 
they would take care of 
this oversight. 
2:1;1; p.m. Report of a 
shoplifting incident at 
Aubuchon Hardware. 
Subject stole a door lock, 
reportedly concealing it 
down his pants before 
leaving the store on 
foot. Suspect gone upon 
officer's arrival, but caught 
on surveillance video. 
Investigated. 
2:52 p.m. Caller reports 
that she brought her 
vehicle to a local repair 
shop to be worked on but 
found that there was still 
an issue with it afterward. 
Caller had words ,vith 
employees and reports that 
one of them yelled, swore, 
and threatened her. Officer 
on scene; peace restored. 
9:1;1; p.m. Caller arrived 
home to find her screen 
door locked from the inside; 
requests an officer to make 
sure no one is inside. 
Officer checked residence, 
which was clear; door may 
have locked itself when it 
slammed shut. 
Tuesday, 3/31 

7:51; a.m. Chief reports 
that someone has put 
bumper stickers over the 
50 MPH speed limit signs 
on Millers Falls Road 
between the airport and 
Lake Pleasant Road. DPW 
advised. 
10:09 a.m. Caller from 
Montague City Road 
inquiring about the 
tO\vn' s noise ordinance. 
His neighbor has been 
complaining about the 
volume of his music, 
but caller is under the 
impression that he can 
play his music as loud as 
he wants until 10 p.m. 
because he pays rent. 
Caller advised that officers 
would use discretion when 
determining whether 
noise was reasonable for 
a given hour and location. 
Caller further advised to 
use consideration when 
playing his music m an 
effort to avoid police 
involvement. 
'l;:36 p.m. Caller reports 
that her son was walking 
on High Street and found 
that a manhole cover 1s 
missing near 
DPW advised. 

Scotty's. 
Officer 

covered hole with boards 
and put cones around it. 
DPW advises that this 
issue will be tal,en care of 
tomorrow; it is covered 
and out of the way enough 
that it should not be an 

issue for tonight. 
5:20 p.m. Caller requesting 
to speak to an officer 
regarding damage to her 
vehicle that she claims was 
done by the staff of the 
auto repair shop where 
she brought it to be fixed. 
Officer advised caller that 
this would be a civil matter 
between her and the repair 
shop. 
6:38 p.m. Officer checking 
on a suspicious vehicle 
parked near the Railroad 
Salvage building. Two 
parties who exited the 
building were advised that 
they were trespassing and 
warned of the dangers of 
being inside this building. 
Wednesday, 1;/1 

11:09 a.m. Caller requests 
to have on record that 
her neighbor's horses got 
loose again today in Lake 
Pleasant. Animal control 
officer spoke with owners, 
who have been trying to 
better secure their horses; 
however, the ground is still 
too frozen to dig far enough 
to put posts in. Animal 
control officer will follow 
up as the ground thaws. 
11 :30 a.m. Report of an 
erratically driven vehicle 
heading from Lake 
Pleasant towards Turners 
Falls. Chief Dodge, who 
was downtown on an 
unrelated matter, observed 
the reported vehicle 
on Fifth Street. Officer 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Canal Street. Operator 
had dropped her purse on 
Millers Falls Road and 
was trying to pick it up. 
No sign of impairment. 
Officer clear. 
12:33 p.m. Caller reports 
that someone has set up a 
tent on her property. The 
tent has wires coming from 
it going into the ground, 
and there are bottles 
containing an unknown 
substance inside the tent. 
Responding officer found 
that tent was frozen to 
the ground and appears to 
have been there all winter. 
The tent does not appear 
to be in use now. Caller 
will wait until it thaws out 
more and will dispose of 
the items. 
12:56 p.m. Party into 
station with a syringe 
found in a rental apartment 
that party is cleaning out. 
Item disposed of. 
1: 13 p.m. Report of 
shoplifting at Rite Aid: 
a male party stole a pair 
of sunglasses by wearing 
them out of the store on 
his head. Subject caught on 

surveillance and identified. 
Officer was able to retrieve 
sunglasses. Summons 
issued. 
7 p.m. Caller from Gill 
requests to have on 
record that he is being 
threatened/harassed by his 
ex-girlfriend, who is also 
from Gill. Attempted Gill 
PD; no officer on. Referred 
to State Police. 
10:08 p.m. Caller reports 
that there was an object 
in the middle of the travel 
lane on Turners Falls 
Road; she swerved to miss 
it but is unsure what it was. 
Officer checked area and 
found a couch cushion that 
was moved to the side of 
the road. 

arrested and 
charged with operating 
under the influence 
of liquor; driving as 
to endanger; failure to 
drive in the right lane; 
and possessing an open 
container of alcohol in a 
motor vehicle. 
8:51; a.m. Caller reports 
finding a hypodermic 
needle at Montague City 
Road and Walnut Street 
last night. Syringe located 
and disposed of. 
9:1<9 a.m. Caller reports 
that he is being harassed 
by a neighbor with whom 
he has ongoing issues. 
Yesterday, while he was 
outside working on his 
vehicle, she came outside 
and gave him a dirty look; 
today, when he went back 
out, he observed a bag of 
sugar on top of one of the 
parts of the vehicle. Officer 
did observe a sugar bag 
next to the car, but there 
was no way to know if any 
was poured into the gas 
tank. Caller asked to have 
this on record only. 
10:03 a.m. Caller reports 
that she believes her purse 
was stolen when she was 
in Aubuchon Hardware 
yesterday afternoon. 
Referred to an officer. 
10: 15 a.m. Caller reports 
that her daughter observed 
what she thinks is a bobcat 
in the area of Jarvis Pools. 
Referred to an officer. 
11:39 a.m. Warrant arrest 
on Millers Falls Road. 
1: 11 p.m. School resource 
officer requesting an 
officer to pick up drug 
paraphernalia found at 
Franklin County Technical 
School. Officer retrieved 5 

straws and remnants of a 
crushed-up pill. 

3:19 p.m. Complaint 
regarding navy colored 
Jeep that consistently 
"blows through" the 
intersection of G and 
Eleventh Streets. Officer 
attempted to contact 
registered owner; listed 
phone number not valid. 
Will remain in area and be 
on lookout. 
5: 10 p.m. Caller advises 
that she was walking her 
dog in the Unity Park dog 
walk area and there were 
two needles by the tree. 
Officer advised. 
5:1<8 p.m. Bike reported 
stolen on Park Street. 
Report taken. 
Friday, +/3 

2:1<1 a.m. Report of 
chimney fire on Taylor 
Hill Road. MCFD and 
TFFD advised. Officer 
advised fully involved 
structure fire on arrival. 
Eversource notified re: live 
wires arcing in driveway. 
Officers clear; several fire 
departments still on scene. 
12:1;5 p.m. Report of 
illegal dumping off of the 
bil,e path behind Food City. 
Message left for DPW; 
Food City also advised. 
Sattu·day, 4/ + 

arrested and charged with 
not having a license in his 
possession; marked lanes 
violation; operating under 
the influence of liquor; 
speeding; operating to 
endanger; and possessing 
an open container of 
alcohol in a motor vehicle. 
12 p.m. Caller requests 
that an officer dispose 
of several hypodermic 
needles on Avenue A. 
Services rendered. 
12: 11 p.m. Car fire on 
Montague City Road. 
TFFD on scene; fire 
extinguished. 
5:02 p.m. Caller advises 
that some "crazy people" 
are attempting to cut 
down his landlord's apple 
tree. Responding officer 
reports tl1at people were 
attempting to prune/trim 
the tree and did not appear 
to have caused any damage 
to the tree. 
5:31; p.m. Caller reports 
finding a needle while 
walking on Montague City 
Road. Services rendered. 
Sunday, +/5 
7:31p.m. 

arrested and charged 
with disorderly conduct 
(subsequent offense) and 
consuming alcohol on a 
public way. 

~''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''~ 

I MOfff lGUE CR¥P1iOJAM! I 
I ITlliMIDu11 ~o JmJ rn!rnJ ~ I 
I [!]1illffiTI1]] ~ JmJ I 
~ ~ □ @1fflillJ mtrf]] I 
j ~ 
j CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO: ~ 
j INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG ~ 
I I 
~"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK 12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

Hours: Every day, 10-6 

gc>OKMZLL 
tt~Jf 1;t~i !f 351 

a 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 



B4 

WEST ALONG from page B1 

senior researcher, and David Nau­
man is the milita1y histo1y special­
ist. In addition to scouring primacy 
sources, they have been broaden­
ing the scope of their research to 
encompass relative cultural prac­
tices and background from both the 
colonial side as well as the tribal 
side to develop an understanding 
of the context which existed in the 
Connecticut River Valley prior to 
and during King Philip's War, also 
known as Metacom's War. 

The team's research design is di­
vided into three phases: 

Phase I: documentruy and 
artifact research, identification of 
prospective battlefield site locations, 
GIS mapping and milita1y te1nin 
analysis models. 

Phase II: Survey of potential 
sites, updating GIS maps and ter­
rain models, determine battlefield 
boundaries. 

Phase III: Prese1vation initia­
tives, interpretive programs, educa­
tional programs. 

One paiticular aspect of the mili­
tary terrain analysis that will be ap­
plied for the first time to this massa­
cre site, as well as its approach and 
retreat routes, will be a technique 
called KOCOA. 

This protocol refers to: Key ter­
rain; Obse1vation and fields of fire; 

ADDICTION from page B1 

The Addiction 
Are addicts drawn to the 

restaurant, or is the restaurant 
the malevolent force behind the 
addiction? 

Alcoholics and addicts come 
from all walks of life. Lawyers, 
pilots, engineers and constmction 
workers ai·e all equally vulnerable 
to this disease. Mr. X asse1ts: "Do 
some dishwashers come in and 
become dmg addicts? Yeah, but 
would they have become a diug ad­
dict if they were in the landscaping 
business?" 

Addiction is heredita1y and does 
not discriminate. But the prevalence 
of mugs and the unliinited oppo1tu­
nities to d1111k make the restaurant a 
dangerous place for those who have 
"addictive personalities." 

In a 2007 study of workplace 
dmg and alcohol abuse, the Sub­
stance Abuse and Mental Health 
Se1vicesAdministration, or SAMH­
SA, found that 17.4% of food ser­
vice workers were illicit diug users, 
which was the most of any profes­
sion studied. 

The Most Vulnerable 
Parents who b1111g their adoles­

cent teens to fill out their first ap­
plication for work would be wise to 
steer cleai· of the local eatery. 

The combination of the avail­
ability of mugs, the stress of the job 
itself, the peer pressure from much 
older and already deranged cooks 
with a splash of an undeveloped 
teenage brain can quickly become 
the perfect cocktail for dmg and al­
cohol abuse later in life. 

Mr. X said, "Most of the kids are 
seventeen when they get here, so 
they've already been exposed to it." 
But the prevalence of users already 
established in the restaurant will 
make access to mugs and alcohol 
much easier for the teenager. 

The camai·ade11e of a restaurant 
lends itself to this exposure, where 
a seventeen-year-old who works 
hard and shows an ability to fol­
low simple instructions will quickly 
earn the respect and fi-iendship of 
the older workers. 

Cover and concealment; Obstacles; 
and Avenues of approach (and re­
treat). 

In addition to the exhaustive 
work being done by the researchers, 
an unprecedented level of collabo­
ration between the Tribes involved 
in the battle, and the Towns whose 
modern ten1to1y encompasses the 
battle sites, is adding an histo11c di­
mension to the study. 

The Nipmuc Tribe of Massa­
chusetts, the Stockb11dge-Munsee 
T11be of Mohicans, the Wainap­
noag Tribe of Gay Head Aquinnah, 
and the Naingansett Indian Tribe 
have been meeting regularly with 
the Historic Commissioners of the 
towns of Gill, Montague, Green­
field, Deerfield, and No1thfield to 
bring forth all the multiple perspec­
tives in a collaborative effo1t dur­
ing this most definitive study of the 
events of May 1676. 

This first phase of the grant­
funded study will culminate in a 
final repo1t in 2016 which will in­
clude the data gathered by the Mu­
seum team, in addition to the four 
sepai·ate w11tten accounts from each 
of the Tribes. 

The above-mentioned Tribes ai·e 
developing naITatives from both 
their w11tten histories as well as 
from their oral traditions and ac­
counts that will for the first time 

Dr. Frances Jensen, of the Uni­
versity of Pellllsylvania's Perelman 
School of Medicine, said in a Ja1m­
a1y inte1view with National Public 
Radio, "The effects of substances 
are more pe1manent on the teen 
brain. They have more delete11ous 
effects and can be more toxic to the 
teen than the adult." 

This is largely in part to the brain 
being yet undeveloped, and the 
brain's reward center being trained 
to receive pleasure from narcotic 
and alcoholic stimuli. 

It can be difficult for one to estab­
lish the difference between a teen­
ager or young adult who is simply 
using mugs and alcohol as part of 
an expe11mental phase, and one who 
will grow into a full blown alcoholic 
or addict. Not until the eai·ly twen­
ties is the brain fully developed. 

Kelly, who has been sober for 
many years, said, "A 22-year-old 
kid, they should be drinking. It's to­
tally 1101mal. Nine out often people 
can do that." 

The Shift Drink 
An expectation of the restaurant 

worker is often a "shift drink." In 
fact, for some, it's one of the only 
reasons to stay on board. 

"Our guys are supposed to have 
one," said Mr. X. 

One shift drink often turns into 
more. As the managers leave for 
the evening, and the overnight 
crews come in to clean, cooks and 
servers are often left behind, drink­
ing. "You know they're having two 
or three. People ask me, Why don't 
you enforce that more? Well, you 
know what, they're ten- or eleven­
dollar-an-hour employees - it's 
kinda figured into their pay. It's an 
incentive." 

That incentive is one of the few 
allowed to pait-time, and some­
tunes under-the-table, employees. 
However, not all restaurants offer a 
shift drink. 

The shift di-ink is slowly going 
by the wayside. It's a tax liability, in 
the same way a "drink on the house" 
is. Restaurants in Massachusetts ai·e 
supposed to pay tax on all alcohol 
consumed, not just sold. As a cost-
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ever, desc11be the context and 
events from a ti·ibal point of view. 

It is anticipated that over the 
next number of years, funding will 
be fu1ther granted to begin archae­
ology on the battlefield te1nin, as 
well as along the approach and re­
treat routes through the participat­
ing towns. 

Ongoing monthly meetings of 
the grant Advisory Board, appoint­
ed by the Montague Selectmen, 
have become a key feature of this 
grant process. The representatives 
of the pa1ticipating Tribes, plus 
Histo11cal Commissioners from the 
five towns, meet in sessions open to 
the public, and in which the public 
paiticipates. 

These meetings have brought 
together local histo11ans with a pas­
sion for the histo1y and archaeology 
of the Valley, a number of persons 
of Native descent, and numerous 
writers. 

The discussions are lively, and 
as of late have involved debates 
around how the Pocmntucks, the 
local ti·ibe who occupied Montague 
and Deerfield until the 1676 mas­
sacre, would be represented in this 
study. That question has not been 
resolved, but is typical of the on­
going debates over an event that 
occurred three hundred and thi1ty­
nine years ago. 

control measure, and a means of 
complying with the tax laws, many 
restaurants have eliminated the shift 
di·ink altogether. 

Some even forbid employees to 
remain on the premises and pur­
chase alcohol as guests. 

Corporate chain restaurants and 
high-end places are most likely to 
have policies forbidding employees 
from drinking while at work. 

Undoubtedly, though, the em­
ployees of these places often move 
their pa1ty to other restaurants and 
bars. Local chain restaurants are 
full of late night guests from com­
peting restaurants, and thus the 
lifestyle persists. 

"If you go to a bar­
ber shop every day 

for a month, you're 
going to get a hair­
cut." - Steve Kelly 

One certain way to avoid em­
ployees having a shift drink is to 
mn a "sober" restaurant. In the 
case of The Big Kitchen Cafe, this 
was a fundamental policy from the 
get-go. 

The restaurant would allow 
guests to b1111g their own alcohol, 
but the lack of a liquor license abso­
lutely had a negative iinpact on the 
success of The Big Kitchen Cafe. 

Kelly said, though the license 
was available at the time, "We 
didn't want to - in good conscience 
- serve alcohol, and the other, more 
impo1tant reason: if it's March, and 
it's snowing outside, I didn't want 
to be staring at a bottle of Johnny 
Walker while no people were in the 
restaurant. It was a combination of 
the two things. We couldn't feel 
comfortable selling alcohol, and be­
ing in recovery, we just wanted to 
protect our sobriety." 

The Complicated Solution 
Dangerous lines of work, where a 

person could injure hiinselfifwork­
ing under the influence of mugs and 
alcohol, test employees regularly. 

Another aspect of the fomm 
created by this study, and facili­
tated by the Advisory Board, is the 
convergence of multiple perspec­
tives on our histories: that is, how 
our histories are transmitted, and 
how events can be seen differently 
through tribal eyes or through the 
eyes of non-indigenous students of 
the events. 

An example of this occuITed at 
the last meeting of the Adviso1y 
Board, when the legend of the ma­
levolent giant beaver of Wequamps 
(Mt. Sugarloaf) was evoked. 

Only recently have the academic 
and scientific communities given 
actual consideration and acceptance 
to the context of that tribal legend. 
Tribal people have always told of 
the great lake that existed here in 
our Valley, but most academics re­
fused to believe that people could 
actually have seen the lake, since 
supposedly there were no hmnans 
in the Valley at the time. 

Yet through this oral histo1y, 
clearly someone was present to ob­
serve Lake Hitchcock and develop 
an explanation for the massive land 
formation (Sugarloaf) that surely 
protmded above the lake's surface. 

One skeptical archaeologist an­
nounced that it is well-known fact 
that there were no fish in the lake. 
To which Bettina Washington, 

Many jobs require a clean dmg test 
as a condition of employment. 

Restaurants, however dangerous 
they are, seldom diug test employ­
ees. Would that be a possible solu­
tion to the heavy diug and alcohol 
problems faced in restaurants? 

Mr. X said, "You'd have to diug 
test, because you can't just accuse 
someone of something. You'd have 
to have some concrete proof. Be­
lieve me, I know some of the guys, 
and I know what they're doing. To 
see them doing it or catch them do­
ing it, that's a different sto1y." 

When the two inte1view subjects 
of this aiticle were asked why res­
taurants don't diug test, they both 
had a good chuckle. Mr. X said, 
"Because they probably wouldn't 
have any help." 

And Kelly: "If I did a mug and 
alcohol test on my employees, they 
would have all failed." 

While the restaurant industiy 
might not be ready for conditional 
diug tests to help create and foster 
a healthier social scene among their 
workers, some restaurants have 
fom1d ways of at least limiting what 
happens on their premises, by re­
moving the "shift drink," and writ-
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T11bal Historian of the Wainpanoag 
answered, "There were no fish in 
the lake, because the giant beaver 
ate them!" 

This explanation and exchange 
prompted Joe Graveline, Adviso1y 
Board member from the Northfield 
Historical Commission and No­
lumbeka Project president, to say: 
"This Battlefield study process is 
teaching us once again to look and 
listen with new ears and eyes to a 
tribal way of remembering histo1y. 
We need to look beyond what the 
scientific and academic communi­
ties have been telling us to include 
the tribal telling of the same story." 

At some point there is a conver­
gence in these histo11es, and the 
whole sto1y can begin to emerge. 

This Battlefield study process 
is giving us all the opportunity to 
hear and learn in a new way about 
the histo1y that is right under our 
feet, about the histories found right 
where we have lived for genera­
tions. We are learning to see these 
histories with new eyes. 

The Advisory Board meetings 
are held on the first Wednesday 
of every month from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Montague Town Hall. 
The public is welcome. n 
ing internal policies helping addicts 
get treatinent rather than te1minat­
ing them. 

Insurance companies and the 
state legislature could make incen­
tives for iinplementing conditional 
diug testing. 

There are also management 
training programs that restaurants 
could take pa1t in to help curb their 
employees' habits, or at least help 
them recognize the signs before 
they head down the dangerous path 
to addiction. 

For the restaurateur who is bat­
tling a dmg addiction, Kelly advises 
avoiding the social pait of the res­
taurant. He said that hanging out 
and di-inking soda will only last so 
long: "If you go to a barber shop ev­
e1y day for a month, you're going to 
get a haircut." 

Finally, for the restaurateur new 
to recove1y, Kelly urges, "You have 
to be working closely with some­
one - call it a sponsor or guide -
and you have to be willing to walk 
away. If you 're there, and you find 
yourself being tempted, then you 
on-the-spot quit." n 

BRING YOUR BIKE IN FOR SPRING TUNE·UP 

bi@P@les 
uni in1ited 

SPRING SALE ON FAT Bums 

BAGGY MOUNTAIN Bum SHORTS 20% OFF 

BRING YOUR SKIS IN FOR SPRING TUNE UP 

AND SUMMER STORAGE CARE 

TENNIS STRINGING 

413-772-2700 
322 HIGH STREET. GREENFIEI..D 

WWW .BIKES·UNLIMITED.COH 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

Charon Art 
CV1s1onary crattoo 

Open '\Vecl-Sat J 1-7 
J, l 3-G7 6-91 J,6 

'"'vw.Charo111\rt.rom 
107 Ave. A, T"tm1ers Falls MA. 

Conned1ng people to themselves through tattoos 

\Y4nlfi'l;l#Z·@t 
_...-,\_)- Sii«e 1910 -....-. 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA• 413-863-4346 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT meeting on Monday, April 13 at 
5 p.m. for artists interested in 
joining their collectively-run gal­
lery. Please respond by April 6 if 
you are interested in attending. 
For more information and mem­
bership requirements: www. 
sawmillriverarts.com and Kerry 
Stone: (978) 544-5463/ fam­
stone5@hotmail.com or Susan 
Essig at 357-9709. 

derson, 9 p.m. 

ONGOING: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition­
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve­
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30-7 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto­
ry Hour, stories, popcorn, and a 
hands-on craft project. We wel­
come new families, 10 a.m. 

Leverett Library Spanish Con­
versation Group. Brush up on or 
improve your Spanish in a ca­
sual and friendly environment, 4 
to 5 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls­
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11:30a.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Montague Center Library: Music 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 
& Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The Pioneer Tavern (Formerly 
The Rt.63 Roadhouse), Millers 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John­
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EXHIBITS: 

Avenue A Storefront Galleries, 
#106-#112 Avenue A: In Like a 
Lion, Out like a Lamb: An Exhi­
bition That Anticipates Spring! 
Art that addresses the change 
of seasons, transformation, re­
birth and hope. Artists include 
Gary Smith, Ann C. McDonald, 
Louise Minks, Patricia Hayes, 
Kerry Stone. On display through 
April 12th. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls, 
Promenade of Shoes - Belinda 
Lyons Zucker. Paper shoes and 
diorama box shrines 
by Belinda Lyons 
Zucker and paintings 
by Nina Rossi. Open­
ing reception during 
the April 16 Third 
Thursday event "A 
Night of Conversa­
tion about the Arts". 
Work on display 4/2 
to 5/2/15. 

Deerfield Arts Bank, 
Deerfield: Black and 
White and Read All 
Over, group exhibit 
4/16-5/17. Recep­
tion 4/16, 6 p.m. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Scott Lawson Pomeroy, Fear No 
80s. 8 p.m. 

Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Care, Carinae, Death Savings 
Flag, Old Pam. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Surly Tem­
ple and Friends, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY APRIL 10 

Great Falls Coffeehouse Series 
at the Discovery Center, Turn­
ers Falls: August Watters and 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Wishbone Zoe-- The Mary Jones 
9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Re­
ception for Poetry Boxes Exhib­
it, 1 p.m. 

Full Moon Coffeehouse, Wen­
dell: The Gaslight Tinkers, ben­
efit for Seeds of Solidarity. $ 7 
p.m. 

Greenfield Community College 
Sloan Theater, Bach and Handel 
chorus performance, 7:30 p.m. 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Zydeco Connection, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Free Range 
Cats, 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Eavesdrop, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Silent Mind, 2:30 p.m. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Deerfield Academy, 
von Auersperg Gal­
lery, Deerfield: The 
Art is the Cloth: A 
Series of Reflec­
tions. Weavers from 
Canada, Mexico and 
the US explore tap­
estries that call at­
tention to themselves 
as cloth. Through 
4/30. 

Indie falk band Lanry Jones and the Spirits 1vill be plqying at Mocha Mqya's on 
Fridqy, Ap1il 11th Lanry is a banjo picking singer song1v1iter 1vith a voice like honey 

tvhis!rg. She has recent!Jt pe1fa1med on national television far PBS 's Great Pe,farmances . 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
Work by Marie Welch, 4/1-4/30 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
Wendell Free Library invites art­
ists to submit applications for 
two-dimensional work to exhibit 
in the Herrick Meeting Room 
gallery. Applications accepted 
at any time. See www. wendell­
mass. us 

Seeking Cool Cats for a special 
feline feature at Nina's Nook 
in Turners Falls June-July 
2015! Fantastical, floppy, funny, 
frumpy, foolish, just let the fur 
fly for this show of fine art and 
craft. Also seeking practical 
cat items such as treats, toys, 
collars, etc. Interested consign­
ors please contact Nina Rossi, 
naban@verizon.net (413) 834-
8800. www.ninasnook.com 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague 
Center hosts an informational 

Ted Mann Duo, $ 7 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: When Things Go Wrong: 
Robin Lane's Story, along with 
a musical performance by Lane 
and friends and a discussion with 
the film's director Tim Jackson. 
Lane's remarkable life includes 
romances with famous rock stars 
like Neil Young and Andy Sum­
mers (The Animals and The Po­
lice), hit recordings with her own 
band The Chartbusters, immer­
sion in counterculture trappings 
of drugs, politics, family and re­
ligion, and finally emerging as 
a Shelburne Falls resident and 
leader of songwriting workshops 
for women trauma survivors. $, 
7:30 p.m. repeats 4/11 

Brick House, Turners Falls: Der­
ek Rogers, Rob Forman, Jenifer 
Gelineau, 23 Ensemble. 8 p.m. 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Mount Peru, 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An-

Amherst: Alice Parker Hymn 
Sing, 3 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow's Re­
bellion, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, APRIL 13 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No­
ra's Stellar Open Mike, 8 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 

Greenfield Community College, 
Greenfield: Dava Sobel, From 
Galileo's Daughter to the Glass 
Universe: The Journey of a 
Woman Science Writer, 3 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16 

Third Thursday Turners Falls 
Events, Various Venues in Turn­
ers Falls, see turnersfallsriver­
culture.org for details. 4:30 p.m. 

Greenfield Community College, 
Downtown Center, Greenfield: 
To Survive and to Re-Member 
Americans in Occupied Belgium, 
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1914-1918. $ 2 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil­
iault Trio, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz, 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 17 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band, 6 
p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
Dave Houghton and Fancy 
Trash, $ 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Pisto­
leros, 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Sweetback Sisters, $ 9:30 p.m. 

t'1.J\ r~,1 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

OPENl\HC 
APRIL 16 @ 6:30 p.m. 

ALLAGES 

ALL STYLES \VELCOME! 

Sign-up begins at 6 p m. 

Refreshments P1·ovided 

www.brickhouserom1nwliLy.mg 
413-863-9576 

eZ\'Dlls 
SPRING! 

THURS 4/9 8pm FREE 
Scott Lawson Pomeroy 

FEAR NO 80s 

FRI 4110 9:30 FREE 
Wishbone Zoe 

The Mary Jane Jones 

SAT 4/ 11 9:30 
Eavesdrop (acoustic trio) 

SUN 4/ 12 9pm FREE 
TNT KARAOKE 

76 THIRD STREET 
TUIINERS FAU.S, Ml 
IIUIJIZVOIISTFM&.COM 
TE1.:413-863-H66 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

,0<= -► Brian R. San So<Jde 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving tne Area for ove, 25 years Cerfif1ed • Bonded• lnsur;,11 

We Install all Types of locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Comblnations Changed 

28 Montague S1reeI 
Turners Fans, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - owner 

f)RE'CISION 
~~· ·•·· REPAIRS ....!-i'/ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863 0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

0 14SUl)-~ 

25MiHe~ FaHs Ro: ~ \S' 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

( 413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 
·we Know Entertainment· 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

GREAT SEAFOOD &: 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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GILDEA from page 81 

In the early morning hours that 
fateful day in May, it was still dark 
when the militia an-ived. The sol­
diers had made their way into Ber­
nardston and went down the Falls 
River almost into Gill. 

A small contingent of men held 
the reins of horses while the attack­
ers headed into the Gill 1-iverbed. At 
that time, Ba1ton Cove was diy and 
served as a gathe1mg place for the 
natives. It was here that the colonists 
massacred them - men, women, and 
cllildi·en - as they slept. 

A resident of Bernardston for 
more than 30 years, Gildea also 
wrote The Franklin County Fair: As 
American as Apple Pie, which was 
published in 2008. Tllis work traces 
the history of the local festival from 
its sta1t in 1848. The Greenfield 
event is the oldest continuous fair in 
the nation. 

The author was born in Jamai­
ca Plain and graduated from high 
school in Sacramento, Califonlia. 
He studied business management 

at No1theastern University. An Air 
Force veteran, Gildea fulfilled his 
duties dmmg the Korean War, from 
1954 to 1958, earning the rank of 
aiiman first class. 

Gildea worked as a semiconduc­
tor engineering technician for Digi­
tal Equipment Company in Hudson. 

There he helped design computer 
cllips and, as he notes, "eve1ything 
that went into computers such as 
memo1y devices and the central 
processing unit." In addition, Jim 
managed the company's engineer­
ing laborato1y at the then state-of­
the-a1t facility. 

Gildea was also the editor of the 
Greenfield Town Crier from 1992 to 
1997. He not so fondly recalls sleep­
ing on one of the tables at the office 
dm-ing winter sto1ms when he knew 
he'd never be able to get back to the 
office the next day. 

Gildea's book is dedicated to "the 
men and women of long ago who 
demonstrated so much courage and 
dete1mination in creating a 111!11 
town out o' the wilderness." d 

5th Annual North Quabbin 
Arts in Bloom Spring Festival 

The festival, which is held on Sat- ing ideas and how to grow food any­
urday, May 2 in Butterfield Park (E. where. 
River St.), in Orange, from 11 am. The festival is free to the public 
until 5 p.m., is a celebration of Spring due to the suppo1t of our generous 
with a traditional May Pole braiding, local business sponsors and p11vate 
ente1tainers, food vendors, a1tisans, citizens. 
childi·en's crafts, games and prizes, If you are interested in donating 
silent auction, raffle and much more. your talent, selling your product, 

Pe1fo1mers from last year who are becoming a committee member or 
retmning include Who's in Tm1e?, a sponsor, contact Candi Fetzer at 
the New Salem Central Congrega- (513) 226-0043 or atperformingart­
tional Church Hootenzannies, Rich- collaborative@,gmail.com. 
ard Chase, Marc Elwin, Tom Deane We have a great need for food ven­
and Linda PiI'agus, and Work in dors this year. If you are a food ven­
Progress. do1; please register and pay your 

New, this year, is Laura Tol1'aco vendor fee by Friday, April 24 in 
(Amherst), who dances with hula order to have a space reserved. 
hoops, and the Fo1te Music Program, Visit om· website w1,vw.artsin­
whose choms and "boomwhacker" bloorn-nq. org for more infonnation 
group will also pe1fonn. and applications for the festival. 

Deb Habib (Seeds of Solida11ty) Hope to see you, rain or slline, at 
will give us a Q&A on great garden- this year's Sp1mg Festival! 
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'Ql:~e :fflontague 31\eporter is seeking to expand our sports coverage. If you are interested in writing, 
photography, or underwriting this effort, please contact (413) 863-8666 or editor@montaguereporter.org 

THIRD THURSDAY IN TURNERS FALLS 

A NIGHT Of CONVERSATION ABOUT THE ARTS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 16 4:30·10PM 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
PAUL ROOT, JULIANNE JONES 

AND CHINESE ARTISTS VIA THE 
MILLERS FALLS ARTS BRIDGE 

AVENUE A STORffRONT GALLERIES 
106-112 AVENUE A 

6:30PM 

ENGAGING PRESENTATIONS 
BY ESTABLISHED AND 
EHERGING ARTISTS 

IN THE PIONEER VALLEY 

CilHE JANK[ • SARAH BUSS 
lMY BORE10 • ~VBUUR[ 
THE SHEA THE~TER 71 AVENUl A 

MAKE YOUR MARK AT LOOT 
PARTICIPATE IN AN IMPERMANENT COMMUNITY ART 
PIECE MADE WITH EARTH-FRIENDLY MATERIALS AND 

PLANTED IN THE TURNERS FALLS COMMUNITY GARDEN. 

LOOT 62 AVENUE A 

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 

~ (tit' ~ GREENFIELD ~R7' 
~- ~ ~ .... ,,..,;/ ~ SAVINGS BANK ~4) 

TUR ... ERS"''Al.'S >:.<:r..:m ________ REPUBLIC 
... rl RIV~l,,.: .. , .... t()OAT!Oflf SERVICES 

M9,.E Iii■ Jttde~ -~~ 

OPENING RECEPTI 
BELINDA LYONS ZUCKER , 

P~OM[NAD( 0~ Sworn 
S-7PM 

PLUS/ Grr YOUR SHO&li 
PHOTOGRAPHED AT THE "SHOES OF 

TURNERS FALLS• PHOTO BOOTH 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 

GROUP SHOW 
AT THIRD STREET STUDIOS 

5·10PM 
CATHE JANKE 

LUKE BUCKHAM 
WES TALBOT 

RODNEY MADISON 
JOHN LANDINO 

36 THIRD STREET 

...... HILLSIDE 

..._.,_. PLASTICS, INC. 

.111 JUDD WIRE INC. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Marylou Emond 
CRS, GRI, CBR, SRES 

COHN&~ 
COMPANY 

10:AL IC:STATEAGENCV 

117 Main Street • PO Box 638 
Greenfield MA 01302-0038 

Direct: 413-223-1362 
Cell: 413-772·9279 
Fax: 413-773-1143 

marylou@cohnandcompany.com 
www.cohnandcompany.com 

c;~EAT FALLS HAR..VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

TH:R.EE-1!0-U:R.SE 
THV::.R.SI>A YS ❖ $.2S 

SVNl)A Y EB. -Ullf~H 

10:30 A.M. TO .1 ~.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 
Sunday l 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Ir. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

Qr,'ci Jo/1119,011, ·1!rc,O~o:c 

Af3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
~ I '3-F;6 'i-97 '36 • Gerifohmon~ Realtor.com 

Don't seWe for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
Only 4% of all REALTORS hold lhis JJl'Sli~ous desigiiation 
The CRS ~ my badge of experti1ie and your shick! ot 
assu-ance. Pu! yoor lrust in the bcsl to get lhe job clore. 
Wh~ther buying, selling or refC11ing, alway; choole 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS go 1rn1~ n! h'lll'llrnrr. 

a 
[ffllftlM\r:11 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
lilUliiiiii (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

•Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
&Patio ... .,.,,.,.. 
21111n1i-.aw. 

413'415-!570 

woodfired pizzeria 

SOUPS, POT PIES, FROZEN 

TURKEY, BEEF, PORK, LAMB AND 

CHICKEN, AND HEARTY ENTREES 
READY TO HEAT & EAT! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO: (978) 544-3806 

WENDELL FARM STORE HOURS: 
MON. - SAT.: 7 AM. TO 5 P.M. 

CLOSED SUNDAYS UNTIL MAY 

Your local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

( ) 

--------------------
Sir um Equipment Co., Inc. 
~ 

Sales, Parts & Service 
310 Federal Street (Route 63) 

Montague 
Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

CHUCK REUM (.tl3) 77.t-3780 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

LEAF PROTECTION 




