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Overcoming Fear, Finding 
Acceptance Through Boxing 

Estelle Bonaceto (center) instructs a Mondl!J night Thai boxing class 
at the Brick House Community Resource Center in Turners Falls. 

By TIA FATTARUSO 

TURNERS FALLS - Estelle 
Bonaceto says her clients ask her, 
more or less: "What magic thing 
are you going to say to me?" 

"You're going to take a breath," 
she tells them, "and you're going 
to be in your body." 

Bonaceto is a Thai boxing in­
structor, ce1tified physical thera­
pist and motivational coach. Box­
ing was amongst the things that 
helped her move away from what 
she describes as a fear vibration: 
"a feeling in the pit of my stomach 
that something was off about me." 

Bonaceto describes modem so­
ciety as focusing on expectations, 
comparison and judgment, which 
feed feelings of anxiety. 

"Culture has taken us away 
from who we are. So many peo­
ple, at a very young age, lose the 
joy of being themselves," she says. 
"You know what it feels like when 
you're in that space [ofbeing your­
self]. It feels so damn good!" 

When people are disconnected 
from a place of empowe1ment, 
and then have a moment of being 
in their body, through a strike or 
a kick, for example, they have a 
sense of something new that they 
like, Bonaceto explains. 

"When you are no longer think-

ing thoughts based in fear, and no 
longer judging yourself, you can 
feel the power that's within you, 
which is immediately recogniz­
able as something tme," she says. 
"You come to know yourself dif­
ferently, and whether or not you 're 
aware of what it is, you know it 
feels good." 

"When I was growing up, ev­
e1yone was in their head, nobody 
was in their body," Bonaceto says. 
She came to realize that this story 
wasn't just hers, but was also her 
parents' story, and her parents' 
parents' story. 

"It's a whole culture about ex­
pectations about doing, about 
having to be a certain way," she 
continues." It sets up a false belief 
system tl1at creates thoughts about 
'supposed to be,' and then we're 
not fully in the moment." 

When boxing, Bonaceto sees 
people "get a deeper understanding 
of being more- so much more-that 
tl1ey can drop some of those heavier 
tilings that weigh them down." 

Often, trauma is a pait of the 
picture. Bonaceto works with sur­
vivors of domestic and relation­
ship violence, people who experi­
ence issues of body dysphoria, and 
people witl1 questions about gen­
der identity. 

see BOXING page AS 

A SHOW OF FORCE 

Chief Charles Dodge (far left) and members of the Montague Police Department, 
111ith MA State Police officer Chris Lapointe, convened at the Montague Center 

Town Common on Wednesdl!J morning/or the first of several blue ribbon 
hangings throughout the town in appreciation of police officers. Sue Martino 

and Kerri Lapointe of the Massachusetts State Police Wives' Association are 
hanging twenty ribbons throughout the town, joining a statewide campaign. 

S electboard members Mike Nelson and Chris Boutwell (far right) joined them. 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

State Asks How Montague Processes Sewage 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

"I don't think any ofus like read­
ing this document," said Montague 
selectboai·d chair Rich Kuklewicz at 
the board's August 8 meeting. "But 
it is what it is." 

Grant Weaver, the cun-ent in­
terim director of the town's Water 
Pollution Control Facility (WPCF), 
put a more positive spin on a recent 
consent order from the Depaitment 
of Environmental Protection, de­
scribing it as an "oppo1tunity ... to 
take a time out and docmnent the 
process in Montague." 

The DEP's consent order requires 
the town to pay a fine, and take cer­
tain actions, in response to two in­
cidents at the facility. The first was 
a November 14, 2014 malfunction 
which released 18,480 gallons of 
"partially treated wastewater" into 
the Connecticut River. 

The second involved the dis­
charge, throughout the month of 
Janua1y 2016, of over 9.5 million 
gallons of mnoff from the town's 
"combined sewer overflow" (CSO) 
system into the river. 

Both incidents have been the 
subject of discussions between 

Montague officials and the DEP. 
The consent order levies a fine 

of $17,089, of which $12,089 will 
be suspended if the town complies 
with the te1ms of the order. 

However, the "meat of the order," 
in the words of Montague town ad­
ministrator Frank Abbondanzio, is 
the requirement that the WPCF hire 
a "Massachusetts Registered Pro­
fessional Engineer to document the 
process cmrently being used to re­
move nutrients or 'solids' from sew­
age and whether that process is in 
compliance with the state pe1mit." 

see MONTAGUE page AS 

Five Eyed Fox Digs In For Phase Two 
By MIKE JACKSON 

TURNERS FALLS - As it ap­
proaches its two-year anniversa1y 
this fall, the Five Eyed Fox is set­
tling in, making itself comfortable 
- and getting ready for cocktails. 

The Third Street bar and eate1y, 
which opened its doors in October 
2014, hopes to have an all-alcohol 
license by the middle of next month, 
after a lengthy bureaucratic delay. 

We caught up with Ashley Althur, 
head chef and co-owner of the Fox, 
on how tllings have been going at the 
restaurant. (The interview has been 
edited for clai-ity and brevity.) 

MR: How :S it going so far? 
AA: Good! We've experienced 

a lot of growth - a lot more people 
have found us, and realized that 
we serve food, so it's been really 
positive. 

MR: How much has it been 
leaning towards the restaurant 
side of things, and ho,v much is it a 
cojfeeshop? 

AA: I 00% towai·ds a rest­
amant. Sta1ting out, we wanted to be 
a bai· with good food. When we were 
getting staited, eve1yone came to us 
and said, 'AI·e you putting in a coffee 
shop? We want a coffee shop here!' 

So we said, 'okay!' It's obvi­
ously a beautiful space for it. ... So 
we opened as a bar that sold good 
coffee as well. 

But then people sta1ted to want 
more food, so we started to lean into 
that aspect. You have to create some­
thing that people want to travel to. 

MR: How would you describe 
the menu? 

AA: American comfo1t food. 
New American comfort food. Or 
Neu Nu American comfo1t food, 

The Five Eyed Fox 

spelled "n-e-u".... [laughs] No, 
don't write that! But really, I want 
to make food that feels good - com­
fo1ting food. 

see FIVE EYED page A3 

Hallmark: No More Violins and Red Carpets 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

TURNERS FALLS - It was, 
perhaps, not the best kept secret in 
Franklin County, but now it is offi­
cial. The Hallmai·k Institute of Pho­
tography will close in October, after 
its remaining ten students graduate. 

This was confi1med by Cm-is 
Goetcheus, a spokesperson for the 
state Office of Consumer Affairs. 
Goetcheus said that the school's 

owner, Premier Education Group 
LP, notified the Office of P1-ivate 
Occupational School Education of 
the closme on July 8 - two days 
after Hallmai·k's former owner, 
George Rosa III, publicly accused 
the company of winding the school 
down without following proper le­
gal procedmes. 

Goetcheus stated that the notifi­
cation was not "required" but was 
"a courtesy." 

The East Haven, Connecticut­
based Premier purchased Hallmark 
in 2009, after Rosa defaulted on 
loans and filed for bankmptcy. Rosa 
continued on as campus president 
m1til 2012. In 2014, he pied guilty 
to fraud and tax evasion charges. 

Premier has been in a costly legal 
battle with fo1mer CEO Ga1y Camp, 
who had been a strong suppo1ter of 
Hallmark, but left the company in 

see HALLMARK page A8 

August 28: First Ever "5 Town Fest" Promises 

End-Of-Summer Fun ... For A Cause You May Support! 
By JOE KWIECINSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - Back in the day, television 
host Ed Sullivan used to say his Sunday night show 
was going to be "a really big shoe." According to orga­
nizer Jason Campbell, the upcoming 5 Town Festival 
planned for Sunday, August 28 as a benefit for the Mon­
tague Reporter is going to be "a real big blast, man!" 

At the heart of the performance is the combination 
of five outstanding area bands that really "rock the 
joint" - plus two international acts calculated to put a 
smile on the lips of folks from the age of 8 to 80. 

"It's been a joy and a pleasure," said Campbell, "to 
work on putting this fainily-fi-iendly day together. We 
feel we've got the very best possible entertainment 
together, blending the local a1ts scene with a flavor of 
the worldwide stage." 

The site of the festival speaks for itself, too. It's 
the spacious Millers Falls Rod and Gun Club at 

210 Tmners Falls Road. Gates open at 11:30 am., 
with magician Fran Feny doing his roving magic 
act in the field from 12 noon until 2 p.m. with The 
Equalites, the first of the quintet of bands, taking 
the stage at noon. There's lots of free parking on 

see 5 TOWN FEST page A4 
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Street acrobats The Red Trouser Sho111 will perform two sets. 
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Still No Place to Swim 
There are many reasons given 

why the town of Montague - with 
an abundance of clean water in riv­
ers, ponds, and lakes -- can find no 
safe place for its children to swim. 
Certainly, in budget times like these, 
the cost of supervising and main­
laing a swimming area is one of 
them. But the cost of losing children 
to drowning is infinitely higher. 

One thing is certain. When the 
weather is hot, kids will go swim­
ming. We should not wait till the 
next tragedy to find a safe place 
for the children - and families - of 
Montague to swim. 

- Editorial, July 10, 2003 
The Montague Reporter 

This month's heat wave was a 
tough one, largely due to the in­
tense humidity. Many sought ref­
uge unde1water. 

The water whale at Unity Park 
is proving to be a great stopgap 
measure for families with young 
children in Turners Falls. But at a 
ce1tain age, a gleeful run through a 
sprinkler sta1ts to hold less appeal, 
and the gaze turns curiously to 
the calm, blue Connecticut River, 
dammed up in the near distance. 

The river is cool and beautiful, 
but it can be a treacherous place 
for recreation, and its currents and 
eddies have lured too many to trag­
edy over the years. Even without 
the sudden surges of water released 
into its bypass stretch by the power 
company, it can be a fast-moving, 
rock-strewn danger. 

The July death of Wilver Perez, 
a Guatemalan fa1mworker from 
Springfield, just downstream from 
the confluence of the Deerfield 
is only the latest reminder of just 
how risky a quick river dip can be. 

The best safe swimming spots 
are eagerly sought, and carefully 
guarded, info1mation. 

Parents lucky enough to have 
free time, forethought and a work­
ing vehicle can feny kids to fur­
ther-flung destinations: shady 
swimming holes out west along the 
Green and Deerfield rivers, and to 
the east, lakes and ponds in Erving, 
Orange, Wendell and Shutesbmy. 

There, they may find themselves 
ensnared in the social and ten-ito­
rial politics of swimming. 

For example, in Greenfield, 
non-residents must pay double 
to access the sanctioned Green 
River Swimming Area. This sum­
mer, conflict stemming from over­
crowding boiled over at a beloved 
swimming hole a couple miles 
upstream. Locals went online to 
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complain about "the people that 
come up from Sp11ngfield," and 
the town is struggling to decide 
how to deal with trash and safety 
issues at the spot. 

A similar dynamic has appar­
ently been unde1way this summer 
at Wendell's Fiske Pond, where 
bathers displaced from the more 
crowded (and fee-based) Lake Wy­
ola have been blamed for littering 
and other anti-social behavior. 

Swimming is prohibited indefi­
nitely in Lake Pleasant and Green 
Pond - the fo1mer is hydrologically 
connected to the Turners Falls Water 
Distt-ict's newest well, and the latter 
so small that the Distt-ict deems it a 
health risk due to bacte11a levels. 

But even if they were reopened 
for swimming, they would not be 
terribly accessible to most of the 
900 or so kids of Turners Falls. 
And it's been a long time since 
electi-ic streetcars fen-ied urchins 
between Montague's villages. 

A certain renowned local histo­
rian and native delights in telling 
newer arrivals of his youthful af­
ternoons spent cooling off in the 
Turners Falls Power Canal. No 
one should do this, though some­
times we're surprised eve1yone 
these days agrees not to. 

It's a strange conundmm: The 
town is practically smrnunded by 
water. Two of its villages were built 
on water power; a third was found­
ed as a lakefront summer camp. 

Back in 1998, after teenagers 
Clu-is Gallagher and Winter O1-ion 
Clark drowned at Rock Dam, the 
town and power company fo1med 
a committee to study the problem. 
They concluded there was no vi­
able solution. 

This year, a plaque bea11ng 
Winter and Clu·is' names was un­
veiled on a piece of recreational 
infrastructure they could only have 
dreamed of: a world-class, durable, 
streamlined concrete skatepark. 

There's a breathtaking video 
airing this week on MCTV (and 
available to view online) - a high­
defflight by drone over the majes­
tic Great Falls, Riverside and Turn­
ers, Barton Cove and Unity Park. 

Unity, with its colorful water el­
ement and busy skatepark, shines 
and sparkles like a crown jewel on 
the Connecticut, and the town of 
Montague should be proud. 

There will be many priorities in 
the coming years, and not enough 
money to cover them. But while 
times are good, let's not lose sight 
of a good, safe swim spot. Over the 
long nm, the cost of not providing 
one is simply, tragically, too high. 
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the Editors 

Why We Prefer One Error! 
Members of the fo1mer Wendell 

Broadband Committee would like 
to explain their position concerning 
the town's broadband effo1ts going 
fo1ward. The main interest in the 
committee is that people in Wen­
dell have broadband service at their 
homes as soon as possible. There 
are design choices, operating ques­
tions, and subsc11ption costs that 
need to be worked out so that the 
most people in town can afford and 
subsc11be to the se1vice. 

The Selectboard cites advice re­
ceived from Leverett to suppo1t their 
position to have a separate constiuc­
tion committee. Our situation is ve1y 
different from Leverett. For one, 
Leverett had made all their decisions 
about their broadband eff01ts and had 
a complete design before they began 
any construction. For another, Lever­
ett did their own constiuction. 

Wendell still has significant deci­
sions to make before our broadband 
effo1t can be designed and we are 
not going to be doing our own con­
sttuction, we will have MBI doing 
our design and construction. MBI 
is doing all of the procurement in­
volved and overseeing the work. 
MBI is also looking at clusters of 
towns for the design and constiuc­
tion work. At this point in time no 
one has a clear understanding of 
how we will work with them over 

the course of the project. 
The Selectboard says that 

there will be some people on both 
committees and that ai1yone can 
go to ai1y of these meetings. This 
is all well and good but most of 
us have other town commitments 
so that considering being on two 
committees that could meet twice 
a month would meai1 four times a 
month. This inti·oduces a scheduling 
problem. 

Our reasons for maintaining a 
single, large committee ai·e as fol­
lows: 

• The committee has worked well 
and efficiently over the past year to 
get Wendell where we are today; 
the reorganization has caused dis­
rnption to that progress. 

• A large committee benefits 
from a diversity of opinions which 
brings the town to the best consen­
sus possible, elevates good ideas 
and filters out bad ones. 

• A large single committee maxi­
mizes transparency, essential on a 
lai·ge project using $IM+ local 
fm1ds, $700K + in state fm1ds, ai1d 
with regional impact. 

• The committee as it was struc­
tured was able to execute decisions 
rapidly. 

• Operations and design are in­
te1twined; unlike a traditional proj­
ect, these cam10t be broken out eas-

Good people, 
This week while opening the 

paper to page A6 the paper opened 
to A4. This is a minor malfunction 
and has only happened this one 
time but I thought you all should 
be aware of it. 

Thanks, 
Joe Kopera 

Chestnut Hill 
Montague 

ily. This would be like designing a 
subway system without taking into 
account geography, stops, neigh­
borhoods, etc. 

It is not the intent of the fo1mer 
Broadband Committee members to 
hold this project up. We want to get 
going and would be working now 
had we been able to continue as one 
committee. Some ofus have reserva­
tions about how effective two com­
mittees will be and if we have the 
time to be involved in two commit­
tees. The best result would be to have 
one c01mnittee now. The next best 
would be for the two committees to 
meet together as if one. 

Nan Riebschlaeger 
Ray DiDonato 
Robert Heller 
Ben Schwartz 

Trevor Keams 
Robbie Leppze1; 

Wendell 

A Clarification On Herbicide Use 
In response to questions from 

residents after last week's a1ticle 
am10uncing the use of herbicides 
for poison ivy control, the High­
way Depaitment is providing this 
info1mation: 

The Depaitment will be using a 
glyphosate herbicide only in loca­
tions where mechanical equipment 
cannot reach to control vegetation 
on posts for signs and guardrails 
along roadsides. 

The herbicide will be applied di­
rectly to problem poison ivy patches. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

;!Montague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

There will be no broadcast spraying 
along roadsides. 

The use of the herbicide is due 
to severe allergic reactions of some 
employees to poison ivy and the 
rampai1t growth of the poison ivy. 
The herbicide will be applied us­
ing a shoulder-carried sprayer and 
long-hai1dled, calibrated spray 
nozzle. Spray will be applied to 
poison ivy plant surfaces for treat­
ment of specific areas near town 
poles, posts and guard rails. 

Spray drift will be minimized. This 

herbicide does not migrate in soil, 
and does not persist. In cases where 
ti-imming or pulling is an option, the 
herbicide will not be utilized. 

Residents who do not want the 
herbicide used along their road front­
age can clear the poison ivy out them­
selves by a ce1tain date each summer 
and ce1tify the same to the Highway 
Department. To find out more infor­
mation, please call the Highway De­
partment at 548-9400. 

Leverett Highway Dept. 
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~ are free. All proceeds benefit the 
o:: Recoveiy Leaming Community. 
ln 
:, 
.J i All day this Sunday, August 21, 

ship Fund, on Saturday, August 27, 
rain or shine. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
~ the Millers Falls Village Improve­
:5 ment Association will begin work 
t3 on a mural project underneath the 
~ railroad bridge on Newton Street. 

Sign up at the Whately Truck Stop 
at 9:30 am. The run leaves promptly 
at 10:30 a.m. The entiy fee of$15 per 
bike and $IO per passenger includes 
burgers and dogs off the grill. There 
will be bike games and a raffle . 

.., They will be pressure washing and 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Montague Center First Congrega­
tional Church is sponsoring the 57th 
Montague Old Home Days, begin­
ning Friday, August 19, and con­
tinuing through Sunday, August 21. 
Old Home Days is a weekend of 
parades, food and craft booths, road 
races, raffles, vendors, and enter­
taimnent for all ages. This fun-filled 
weekend kicks off at 5:30 p.m. on 
Friday, with food and dance. 

The fun continues at 7:30 a.m. on 
Saturday with activities all day un­
til 5 p.m., and the event culminates 
on Sunday with a IO a m. church 
seivice featuring special music by 
Becky Walton and John Fuller. For 
more infoimation about this event, 
please call (413) 367-2061. 

And see page BI, a discussion of 
the histoiy of Old Home Days! 

FIVE EYED from page A 1 

MR: What [menu items] do peo­
ple come backfor? 

AA: The meatball sandwich is 
huge. We staited doing fish and chips 
on the weekend and have sold out 
every time, so that's been cool, and 
people really love the Caesar salad. 

We're about to stait really mix­
ing things up - we got a bunch of 
quail, and I broke down a whole pig 
yesterday .... 

MR: And so far you've only had 
a beer and wine license. 

AA: Yes - it was what was avail­
able in the town when we opened. 
It's great, but with a dining experi­
ence, people like the choice of cock­
tails, or full alcohol. It creates more 
of a restaurant ambience. 

MR: What are some of the things 
you'd be excited to serve? 

Saturday, August 20 is also Wen­
dell Old Home Day. The kids' pa­
rade starts at 10:30 a.m., and the 
theme is "year of the Monkey." See 
B5 for more infoimation. 

A huge tag sale, sponsored by 
the Friends of the Wendell Free Li­
brary, will be held on the Wendell 
Common from IO a m. to 3 p.m. 

Items include antiques and col­
lectibles, housewares, furniture, 
power tools, a dorm fridge, a kay­
ak, jewelry, original ait, and much 
more. Absolutely no early birds! No 
one will be admitted before IO a.m. 

Greenfield Gardens Youth Lead­
ers present their annual Talent 
Show at the Shea Theater, Avenue 
A, Turners Falls on Saturday, Au­
gust 20 from 2 to 5 p.m., with doors 
open at I :30 p.m. 

Admission is $7, and children 

prepping the wall with a base coat of 
paint. Stop by to lend a hand, or to 
find out more about the project! 

On Thursday, August 25 at 9:30 
a.m., the Massachusetts Depaitment 
of Transpoitation will join officials 
from the towns of Gill and Mon­
tague, along with state officials, to 
celebrate a ribbon cutting event 
for the Turners Falls-Gill Bridge 
rehabilitation project. 

The event will be held on the 
grounds of Great Falls Discoveiy 
Center, 2 Avenue A, Turners Falls. 
The public is invited to attend. Plan­
ning is still undeiway, and there are 
rumors of distinguished visitors. 

The Mohawk Ramblers Mo­
torcycle Club are sponsoring the 
23rd Annual Memorial Scholar­
ship Run, to benefit the Franklin 
County Technical School Scholar-

Make your own unique seed 
bead bracelet completely custom­
ized to your own design, compli­
ments of Gail Krutka, at the Tmners 
Falls branch of Greenfield Savings 
Bank on Saturday, August 27, from 
10 to II a.m. 

The Pioneer Valley Symphony 
Chamber Choir will perfoim a 
benefit conceit at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
August 28, at All Souls Church, 399 
Main Street in Greenfield. 

The concert, "Summer's Boun­
ty," a choral celebration featuring 
six centuries of a cappella music, 
will benefit Stone Soup Cafe. Stone 
Soup provides a pay-what-you-can 
meal eveiy Saturday at 12:15 p.m. 
at All Souls Church. The conceit is 
free, but donations are welcome. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@;nontaguereporter.org. 

AA: I'm personally excited to 
seive a solid Manhattan. Classic 
cocktails. We want our program to 
be seasonally influenced by what's 
smrnunding us, changing with the 
farm seasons - whatever we can 
do to make something fun and deli­
cious that's also suppoiting our lo­
cal economy. 

Joe Par-?Jch sent in this picture he took at Faaory Hollow, "where tractors go to socialize. " 

MR: All your beer is from New 
England. Are there enough distill­
eries now in New England to make 
a well-rounded list? 

AA: We want to focus on, and 
highlight, the amazing distilleries 
near us, though we don't want to 
limit our menu to that. Only cany­
ing spirits from New England would 
price people out - I want to pour a 
good well, too. 

I'm excited to cany the Ethereal 
gin, from [Sheffield-based] Berk­
shire Mom1tain Distillery. It changes 
eveiy year, and it's fabulous. 

And there's a guy right over the 
border in New Hampshire who I've 
heard good things about ... [Editors' 
note: New England Sweetwater 
Faim & Distilleiy, in Winchester.] 

MR: Why has it taken so long to 
get a full liquor license? 

AA: In Massachusetts, those li­
censes are town-by-town, and the 
state allots each town a certain num­
ber. We were able to ask the town 
to petition the state to allot it an ad-

ditional license, which went before 
the [Montague] ammal town meet­
ing in 2015. 

MR: People said nice things 
about your restaurant. 

AA: It was amazing! That was 
really positive; we got a unanimous 
"yes" vote. From there, the town 
sent the state the petition. 

MR: And here we are, just fifteen 
months later? 

AA: I thought it would take four 
to six months .... 

I staited working with our repre­
sentative, Steve Kulik's, office, and 
also spoke with Senator Rosenberg 
at one point, to try to track down 
where the petition was in the pro­
cess. They had to write special leg­
islation. 

One guy was really helpful, his 
name was Paul Dunphy -

MR: That's Kulik's aide? 
AA: Yeah.... The process has 

taken a while, but I've always felt 
that when it's meant to happen it's 
going to happen. 

MR: At this point, when do you 
expect to have it in hand? 

AA: My goal is to be seiving 
cocktails on the weekend of Septem­
ber 23 and 24. We're going to have 
to shut down for a week first; we'll 

need to put in ceitain infrastructure 
in order to have an efficient - and 
superior - cocktail program. 

We'll need a new ice well, and 
an adjustment to how the bar is 
situated, and a lot of training. We 
want to roll it out veiy strong, and 
for eveiyone who comes in to have 
cocktails to have a wonderful first 
experience. 

MR: And Inoticedyoujust made 
another adjustment to the space: an 
air conditioner. How come? 

AA: [laughs] Well, as anyone 
who has been to our restaurant this 
past, veiy hot, summer - or last 
summer - can attest, our dining 
room holds heat veiy well. Which is 
great in the winter. 

We were able to install an AC 
m1it, and it has made a major dif­
ference. People come in for dinner 
now and can sit for a long period of 
time and enjoy themselves. 

One of our beer reps just told us it 
was the talk of the town in Worces­
ter - people are buzzing about it, 
that we have AC now! A lot more 
people have been coming in, and a 
lot more have been staying. 

And you know, it feels so freak­
ing nice, as somebody who's there 
all day, eveiy day. 

MR: And you 're getting a park-

ing lot at the end of the street ... 
AA: I hadn't noticed! 
MR: [awkward silence} 
AA: Just kidding. I'm really glad 

that they are able to incorporate 
pieces of the sculpture park into the 
parking lot! That's really cool. 

MR: When we last spoke on this 
topic, you said that you felt that 
there should be more parking. Have 
your customers expressed that park­
ing has been a difficulty? 

AA: No. I think the people who 
are most affected are tenants. And 
actually, in a lot of our online re­
views - from people who aren't 
from this area - they comment on 
how much on-street parking there is 
here, and that it's free. 

MR: How are you feeling about 
Turners so far? 

AA: Turners is a veiy special 
place. The people who are here 
love this town, and love each other, 
and are here because they want to 
be here. They see how beautiful a 
place this is, and can feel how spe­
cial it is. 

MR: Which street would you say 
is better, Third or Fourth? 

AA: Third. I think we should 

have a water balloon fight 1•■...,. 
to duke it out. !I 
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Monday - Wednesday 10 to 6 Thursday-Sunday 10 to 8 

gc>0kMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd 
Montague, MA U1351 

413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

THE CRO!>B, HATCH FAMILY 

1n MAl"l Ro110, GILL 

OrEN 7 DAYS. 8 AM - -; PM 

,.p3-863-L1431 
WWW .lll'I NNGI 1..COM 

UPINNGIL 
Food Yoa Need.from the Land J'oll Luce 

Back-To-School 
Parent Council 

Thursday, 8/25 
1:O0-2:3Opm 

Sheffield School 
Cafeteria 

Call Mary to sign up! 
413-863-4804 

ext 1002 

\..\VE IN 
EST. @ 1754 
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MONTAGUE? 
www .MontagueMA.net 
local gossip, news & business listings 

NANCY L. D□LE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

n 

20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole(@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

W4DD1\1 
WHEEL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

= 
Route 2 

Over In Gill 

-. --- ~.'\.-.-,_., _____ , ____ -

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-McLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 
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PAPER 
Week of August 22 

BOTTLES & CANS 
Week of August 29 

in Montague 

Rt.ENFIEL 
OOPERATIVE 
lly OWned Slnce 191 

269 High Street - Greenfi 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www. green nverzen. org 
(413) 695-8786 

Eat In or Take Out! 

BURRITOS, 
BOWLS, 

SOFT TACOS, 
QUESADILLAS 

Now Serving 
BBC Steel Rail 

(413) 772-2531 
1 O Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield 

Hours; Mon - Sat 11 ;30 am - 9 pm 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

5 TOWN FEST from page A 1 
the club's five acres of grounds. 

Feny, one of only two full-time magicians in 
western Massachusetts, has perfo1med presti­
digitation since he was IO years old. A published 
author of children's books, music, and short sto­
ries, the multi-gifted Feny has worked his act in 
a plethora of countries before putting down per­
manent roots in Belche1town. 

"Fran believes magic is a universal language," 
said event organizer Campbell. "He's performed 
his act all around the world and loves to involve 
the audience." Feny is always accompanied by 
his sometimes defiant rabbit named Rufus, the 
hare with "attitude." 

Feny's presentation features plenty of mys­
te1y and lots of rollicking humor and is pe1fect 
for all ages. 

Hailing from Wendell, The Equalites are led 
and fronted by the strong, soulful work of Dave 
Boatwright. Boatwright also plays guitar, does 
vocals and handles songwriting duties with great 
aplomb. This group is rated as "a great reggae 
band," in the estimation of Campbell. 

Noted for its stiITing original sound and four­
part harmonies, the contingent has a broad sense 
of openness with its music. The Equalites have 
recorded eight albums and several singles on 
their own indie label. Their best selling record 
is, curiously enough, the "Best of the Equalites: 
1998 through 2008," and the troupe's latest al­
bum is entitled "Rethink Positive." 

Joining Boatwright are "Ed Red" on guitar 
(Ed Redonnet, who also does vocals) and Boo 
Pearson on percussion. Adam Zucker plays bass 
and sings. Ade Bayol is the dnunmer. 

The next band scheduled up on the stage is The 
Staff, whose gig sta1ts at I :30 p.m. The versatile 
Jason Campbell himself leads the group, along 
with being a multi-instmmentalist, singer, and 
tunesinith. Jason plays guitar, piano, mandolin, 
dtums, and bouzouki, plus other musical tools. 

Fmther cementing this fledgling combine is 
songwriter-guitarist Mike Ketchmn along with 
guitarist Craig Wooley, who, said Campbell, per­
formed with Althur Davis and the Tmth. 

The highly accomplished Billy Klock is 
on the dtums. He's a graduate of the Hartford 
Conservato1y with a degree in jazz and record 
production. Klock also plays with the Happy 
Valley Guitar Orchestra and has the distinction 
of having toured nationally and recorded with 
many major a1tists. 

These are exciting times for The Staff. Its first 

single will be released later this month, with its 
initial album to follow sometime this year. Those 
attending the benefit show at the Millers Falls 
Rod and Gun Club will get to hear the band's 
maiden single "Young and Free" in addition to 
other songs from the album. Look and listen for 
it on local radio stations as well. 

At 2:30, the Red Trouser Show sets up shop 
in the field for its first of two shows during the 
afternoon. The RTS is a high-end street theatre 
duo that features feats of strength, acrobatics, 
comedy, and juggling. One of their specialties is 
lifting each other up with just one finger. 

It's physical rut in motion, said Campbell. 
"I've been around the world and seen many acts, 
but they are really 'heavy hitters' in the truest 
sense of the word. I saw them in Mallory Square 
on the pier in Key West, Florida. They re1ninded 
me of the performers in Cirque du Soleil." 

The Red Trouser Show's ports of call have in­
cluded the American Folk Festival; many state 
fairs, such as the renowned Iowa State Fair; Ice­
land for the Street Pe1fo1mance World Champi­
onships; the Edmonton Canadian Street Perfom1-
ers Festival in Alberta, Canada; Australia, New 
Zealand, and the International Circus at Karachi, 
Pakistan. The twosome has also appeared with 
Circus Smirkus from 1999 to 2003. 

The band Trailer Park moves onto the pavil­
ion stage at 3 pm. The Northampton-based con­
tingent boasts of many feathers in a well-plumed 
cap, with four "killer albums" out: ''Barbeque," 
"Yai·d Work," "Happy Again," and "Home Mo­
vies" plus many awards, including the Valley 
Advocate's Best Band Award. Playing original 
music, Trailer Park is incredibly versatile, doing 
barbeque rock and straight rock. 

First fo1med in 1994, this group refers to itself 
as "a ten-legged rock-and-roll machine powered 
by rock-and-roll guitar, bass, dnuns, and twin 
tenor saxophones." 

They excel at tight three-pa1t haimonies and, 
as perennial favorites, never fail to delight their 
fans and first-time listeners. It's jazzy, funky, and 
som1ds oh-so listenable. 

The usual suspects are James Robinson, an 
exciting singer and performer on guitar; Rick 
Page and Greg Lauzon on sweet or gutsy tenor 
saxophones; Joe (Jopey) Fitzgerald s1niling and 
banging the dtums with style; and Tom Mahken 
plunking the guitar. Robinson and Mahken wrote 
most of Trailer Park's songs. 

At 4:45, the outstanding rock-and-roll pop 
cover band, Ruby's Complaint, hits the plat-

Northampton mainstays Trailer Park 111ill plqy an afternoon set on the pavilion. 

AUGUST 18, 2016 

S outhernfried rockers the Cooper Jones Band 
will close out the benefit Jestival. 

f01m. "These folks play material eve1yone 
knows," said Campbell of the group, which won 
the Advocate '.s Grand Band Slam in the cover 
band catego1y. 

Ruby's Complaint is a quartet of sentimen­
tal favorites dating back to the 1980s when they 
were all students ofTm11ers Falls High School in 
a band known as Street Justice. 

Playing locally at school and church dances, 
talent shows, and battles of the bands, the yom1g 
troupers built up a solid reputation before going 
their separate ways, primaiily after graduation. 

But the band reunited under the new banner of 
Ruby's Complaint and resumed their successful 
ways in Franklin County. 

The staiting lineup features the clear, strong 
and flexible vocals of lead singer Alana Martin­
eau; guitaiist/vocalist Dave Pielock, mummer/vo­
calist Jim Hmnphrey and bassist/vocalist Scott 
Wolfram. The quartet spo1ts a titailic repertoire, 
spanning from the oldies to today's chart toppers. 

At 6:15, The Cooper Jones Band closes out 
the musical portion of the event. Musically di­
verse and extraordinaiily entertaining, these gift­
ed guys' forte is southern sizzling rock, classic 
rock, blues and boogie. 

The members are five gifted musician-perfor­
mers: Mark Simone, guitarist pai· excellence and 
singer; Brian Johnson, one of the best slide guitar 
players in New England and vocalist; the incred­
ibly talented Paul Racicot on keyboard and vox; 
Bob Melnik who keeps a steady bottom end on 
bass and also sings; plus Greg Trelease on dnuns 
and vocals. Trelease blends dynainic dmmining 
with soulful singing. 

Expect high-voltage, live-wire energy from 
this danceable group. "They're extraordinarily 
entertaining," said Campbell. 

About 5 :45, the Red Trouser Show will take to 
the field for their second show of the afternoon. 

There will be "world class food" and the club­
house's bar will be open, along with raffle tickets 
and non-alcoholic refreshments sold by the vol­
unteers and boai·d of directors of the Montague 
Reporter, a non-profit, colll1Ilunity newspaper. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $5 for students, 
with children 12 and under admitted free. Save 
30% and buy your advance tickets on WRSI's 
Save 30 Store - one hundred tickets are available 
at a discount there. 

For more info1mation, or to check on addi­
tional acts and features as they are added to the 
line-up, visit 5townfestival. com or find "5 
Town Festival" on Facebook. II 

Workshops: Improve your Balance and Prevent Falls 
W:be ;fffilontague 

3Reporter 
GREENFIELD - While falls ai·e the leading cause 

of both fatal and nonfatal injmy for people age 65 and 
older, falls are not an inevitable part of aging. You can 
learn ways to prevent fall-related injuries. 

The 2015 United States of Aging Survey by the Na­
tional Council on Aging polled older adults about how 
they are preparing for their later years and found that 
more than half of those questioned would be interested 
in the expansion of colll1Ilunity-based health promotion 
programs, including falls prevention classes. 

Healthy Living, a program of LifePath (fo1merly 
Franklin County Home Care), will be offering a falls­
prevention workshop series called "A Matter of Bal­
ance" on Wednesdays, September 7 to October 26, from 

2:30 to 4:30 pm. at the Greenfield Senior Center. The 
workshop series focuses on reducing participants' con­
cerns about falling by teaching strategies that improve 
balance and increase flexibility and strength. 

Paiticipants are provided with refreshments as 
well as a workbook to help guide them through the 
cuniculmn. Caregivers and loved ones of workshop 
pa1ticipants ai·e also welcome to attend. To register, 
contact Marcus Chiaretto, Healthy Living Program Co­
ordinator, at (413) 773- 5555 x2304 or rnchiaretto@ 
LifePathMA. org. 

Learn more about the Healthy Living program 
and other services offered by LifePath by visiting 
LifePathMA. org. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

is seeking a writer to cover 
school board meetings. 

Modest compensation and 
editorial guidance provided. 

For information, contact 
edit01@montaguereporfeJ:org, 

or (413) 863-8666. 

CHARON ART 
VrsroNARY TATTOO :,,: 

In~ed, holistic tattoos 
w· h a foc\).s on personal energy, 

spontaneous creation. 

www.CharonArt.com 
413.676.9146 

107 Avenue A, Great Falls 

.ADIATOR = • 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVYEQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gil 
Filli!)g 863-4049 1-800-439-404 
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Place your business card here (12 Week minimum). call 863-8666

Restaurant & Motel

Open Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

WeDnesDay - sunDay 7 a.m.

French King

Friday, August 19 is the last day 
to register to vote or to change your 
party affiliation for the upcoming 
September 8 State Primary. Reg-
istration will be held at the Public 
Safety Complex, 180 Turnpike 
Road for all Montague residents 

who will be 18 years old on or be-
fore September 8, 2016. 

Registration hours will be held 
from 8:30 a m. to 5 p.m. Registered 
voters who belong to any one of the 
four parties (Republican, Demo-
crat, Green-Rainbow or United 

Independent Party) must vote their 
party affiliation. 

Unenrolled registered voters and 
political designations can choose 
any one of the four party ballots. 
One may also register to vote online 
at: www.123voter.com

notes FRoM tHe MontAGUe town cleRk

Voter Registration Deadline

The Montague facility has re-
ceived much good publicity – and 
generated a good deal of new rev-
enue – for an innovative process 
that removes solids from sewage. 
The process has been developed by 
the WPCF staff itself but precise-
ly what it entails – and whether it 
conforms to state regulations – has 
been something of a mystery to the 
general public. 

The consent order will “give the 
town an opportunity, and satisfy 
DEP’s desire, to know how the Mon-
tague process works,” Abbondanzio 
said. “We have an innovative and 
creative way of treating waste. How-
ever, there’s a lot of unknowns…. 
[State officials] want to replicate this 
process in other locations, but they 
want to make sure that whatever we 
are doing… is safe.”

Kuklewicz expressed the concern 
that the DEP had based the consent 
order on overflow events which had 
“nothing to do with the [solids re-
moval] process. I don’t see how they 
tied the two together, other than [as 
an excuse] to generate a report that 
will benefit other folks.”

“I have a phrase, and I’ve worn 
it out,” responded Grant Weaver. 
“There is sort of an opportunity 
here. You are correct… still, in 
some people’s heads at DEP, there is 
a connection between the processs 
and how it impacts stormwater. So 
that’s the opportunity to disconnect 
that by this study. 

“I also think it is an excellent op-
portunity for the town to assemble 
long-term equipment needs... That’s 
my ‘glass half full’ view of things.”

Weaver went on to recommend 
three changes in the consent order: 
fixing a typographical error in the 
document, allowing the certified 
engineer conducting the study to be 
from outside the state, and increas-
ing the amount of time allowed for 
submitting the report’s findings.  

Nelson moved to direct Weaver 
and Abbondanzio to send the DEP 
a letter saying Montague was “on 
board” with most of the order, but re-
quired “clarification and discussion 
on a few items.” In other words, a 
meeting between local and state of-
ficials was needed before Montague 
would sign the order. The motion 
was approved unanimously.

Ribbons For Policemen
Kerri Lapointe requested that 

Montague participate in the State 
Police Blue Ribbon Campaign. She 
told the board that the wives of state 
police are currently “running a cam-
paign” to request that each town 
across the Commonwealth place 
blue ribbons on the town common 
and “on the signs leading into the 
town of Montague whether it be 
Lake Pleasant, Millers Falls... so on 
so we’re just asking for the town to 
give its blessing.” 

She said that she would take re-
sponsibility to make sure “that [the 
ribbons] look appropriate,” and 
promised to “take them off if they 
are falling down.”

LaPointe is the partner of state 
police officer Chris Lapointe, a 
former member of the Montague 
police force. 

Mike Nelson stated that select-
board members might want to “be 
there as well,” because “I presume 
you are as supportive of law en-
forcement as I am.” 

“Certainly, if there is a ceremo-
ny,” added Kuklewicz, “it would be 
nice to have one in each village.” 

When asked about the goal of 
the campaign, LaPointe responded 
that it was “just to support local law 
enforcement. As you know, if you 
read in the papers, there is a lot of 
violence toward policemen, and I 
think its a nice gesture to let [state 
and local police officers] know that 
you appreciate them... It’s not to be 
against anybody, but a gesture to 
thank local law enforcement.”  

“Think of the yellow ribbons, a 
few years back, to support veterans 
and troops. Same concept.” Nelson 
added. 

The board voted to participate in 
the campaign.

Unearthed Tanks
Town planner Walter Ramsey 

came before the board to request 
approval of a $600 change order for 
the Canal Street parking lot project 
currently underway. Ramsey stated 
that the change was the result of a 
request by DPW head Tom Bergeron 
to put a “Cape Cod berm” at the end 
of the lot for snow storage. 

Kuklewicz explained that this is 
a “low asphalt berm, so the plows 
can get over it.” 

MONTAGUE from page a1

The physical act of boxing can 
help foster self-acceptance. “There 
is inner resistance emotionally,” 
Bonaceto explains. “Fear about 
allowing energy to be channeled 
through strikes.” 

But through the actual practice 
of striking the Thai boxing pads, 
she sees clients experience ener-
getic shifts. “Women, especially, 
are taught to be nice, to smile, to 
not have any expression of aggres-
sion … Where do we have a place 
to free ourselves of fear? We hold 
in everything, including what hap-
pens to our bodies.”

Boxing therapy can help con-

quer obsessive thinking and faulty 
beliefs. “Like a river wearing stone 
away, we visit the same thoughts 
repeatedly. There is an opportunity 
to override them with new patterns. 
Not on a cerebral level. The body 
collects evidence that you’re more’re morere more 
powerful, more worthy.”

Boxing training is being used 
with people who have Parkinson’s’ss 
disease; researchers are excited 
about its potential for creating new 
neural pathways and slowing the 
progression of the disease. 

Boxing, Bonaceto explains, is a 
way to, “expel, without thought, in-
ner energy – sometimes rage. The 
pad is a safe place to put it. You 

can’t pretend it away.”’t pretend it away.”t pretend it away.”
Bonaceto has been boxing for 

over ten years and teaching since 
2009. She offers Thai boxing at sev-
eral locations: 

The Brick House, 24 Third 
Street, Turners Falls on Mondays 
at 6 p m.; at 158 Main Street, Suite 
9 in Greenfield Saturdays at noon; 
at Recover Project RPX, Osgood 
Street on Fridays at 3 p.m.; and at 
CHD in Greenfield, Mondays at 
noon and Tuesdays at 5:30 p m.

For more information or to con-
tact Bonaceto, visit her website at 
guidedtransitionsforempowered-
healing.com. 

BOXING from page a1

Ramsey warned that he would be 
coming forward with more change 
orders at the next meeting, because 
“they have been pounding away at 
ledge” to create the lot, and “they 
just found two storage tanks.”

Ramsey also requested that the 
board approve an agreement with 
the Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments for technical assis-
tance to update subdivision and 
zoning regulations. The board ap-
proved both requests.

Permitted Medication
The board approved a request by 

Mark Matusz of the St. Stanislaus 
Society to move the Sunday open-
ing time of its bar to 10 a m., to con-
form to recent changes in state law. 
Matusz stated that the society had 
not decided whether to change the 
time, but wanted the option. 

It also approved a request for a 
one-day license to allow alcohol at 
an event in St. Stan’s parking lot on 
August 27.

The board then approved a new 
on-premise liquor license for the 
Five Eyed Fox restaurant, located 
in downtown Turners Falls. The li-
cense, which is an addition to the 
quota for Montague, was approved 
by town meeting in May 2015. 

There was some discussion of 
whether the license could be trans-

ferred to another party if the busi-
ness were sold. The general consen-
sus was that the license was “site- 
and LLC-specific,” but executive 
secretary Wendy Bogusz said she 
believed it could be transferred. 

Other Business
The board, acting as the person-

nel board, voted to appoint Steven 
Chase as a full-time police dispatch-
er and Cynthia Hunter as a part-time 
dispatcher.

Kuklewicz made a number of 
disclosures regarding financial in-
terests he may have in municipal 
contracts while serving on the se-
lectboard, the board of the Franklin 
County Technical School, and the 
prudential committee of the Turners 
Falls Fire and Water District. 

The disclosures are necessary un-
der state law because Kuklewicz is 
also an electrical inspector for Mon-
tague. The board, with Kuklewicz 
abstaining, voted to accept them.

They then voted to accept the res-
ignation of Jay Dipucchio from the 
committee to select the next town 
administrator, and then to appoint 
former selectboard member Mark 
Fairbrother in his place. 

A company named Direct Energy 
was awarded a contract to supply 
the town with wholesale electricity.

The board approved a “Helmet 
Drive” fundraiser for the Greenfield 
Bulldogs Pop Warner youth football 
team. The fundraiser will take place 
at the intersection of Avenue A and 
Seventh Street on August 27.

Abbondanzio announced that the 
Turners Falls-Gill Bridge ribbon 
cutting, “the moment we have been 
waiting for,” would take place on 
August 25 at 9:30 a.m.

Finally, the board voted to ap-
ply for intervention status in De-
partment of Public Utilities Docket 
16-103. This is a case involving the 
current “forecast and supply plan” 
of the Berkshire Gas Company, a 
plan that requires state approval. 

The primary reason for the inter-
vention, as described by Kuklewicz 
and the board’s appointed pipeline 
liaison, Ariel Elan, is to challenge 
Berkshire’s current moratorium 
on new natural gas customers. The 
moratorium was put into effect 
pending the construction of a new 
natural gas pipeline through Frank-
lin County, but that project 
has been withdrawn. 

Absentee ballots are now avail-
able at the Town Clerk’s Office 
for the September 8 State Primary. 
The deadline to apply for an ab-
sentee ballot is noon on Wednes-
day, September 7. 

To vote absentee, you must be 
out of town on the day of the elec-
tion, have a religious belief that 

prohibits you from being at the 
polls, or have a physical disability 
that prevents you from going to the 
polls. All absentee ballots must be 
returned to the Town Clerk’s Office 
by the close of the polls on Septem-
ber 8th. The polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p m.

The Town Clerk’s Office is lo-

cated at the Town Hall, One Av-
enue A, Turners Falls. Town Hall 
is open Monday, Tuesday & Thurs-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p m., 
and on Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. Town Hall is closed on 
Fridays. For more information call 
863-3200, ext 203.  

Absentee Ballots Available

!ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

s1av 
tuned! 

u 

1978)544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 

Authentic Am rican Food & Drink 
at the Montao·ue Book111jll 

THEALUAHSTONE.COM • 413.367.5345 • OPEN 7 DAYS+ NIGHTS 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 
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NOTES FROM THE GILL SELECTBOARD 

State Public Records Law 
Changes Provoke Anxiety 

By MIKE JACKSON 

Selectboard chair John Ward and 
member Randy Crochier met on Au­
gust 8, in Greg Snedeker's absence. 

Town clerk Lynda Hodsdon­
Mayo came to discuss the state's 
new public records law, effective 
in January. The town will be re­
quired to designate a "records ac­
cess officer" who must deliver any 
requested documents to citizens on 
a sho1t timeline. 

"There's going to be a conference 
about it this fall," she said. "I can 
bring you more info1mation about 
how other towns are handling it." 

"It kind of reeks of an unfunded 
mandate," said Crochier. "I under­
stand the public's need to know, 
and the public's right - and I also 
understand that there are some 
towns, some very local, that have 
been really abused by the public 
records law, and this doesn't clean 
any of that up. 

"This is, in my opinion, great for 
the newspapers of the word," he con­
tinued, "and lousy for the people that 
have to do it." He noted that Gill has 
only three regular employees at town 
hall, "already stretched too far." 

Hodsdon-Mayo suggested that the 
role might be split among multiple 
depaitment representatives, which 
led to a dialogue about the pros ai1d 
cons of distributing the liability. 
Many boai·ds are volunteer groups 
that meet monthly or biweekly. 

"If there's a glitch in the pro­
cess, this ultimately could end up 
in comt, and the town could be 
assessed penalties and attorney's 
fees," town administrative assistant 
Ray Purington said. 

"Look what Ashfield's gone 
through in the last five years," said 
Crochier. 

"There's opportunity for abuse on 
either side," Ward mused. "To be on 
the other side and to nm into a stone 
wall -we need a tool like this, too." 

The board agreed that the re­
sponsibility could be considerable. 
"If we add that to a town clerk's 
position, we need to think about 
that, and the compensation with 
it," Crochier said. 

No decision was required, but the 
selectboai·d also discussed schedul­
ing an all-hands-on-deck training 
before the law takes effect. 

Fixin' The Trucks 
Fi.re chief Gene Beaubien dis­

cussed ongoing maintenance on his 
depaitment's tmcks by maimfacturer 
KME Fire Apparatus of Latham, 
New Yo1k, which checked Engines 
1 and 2 and found issues with both. 
Engine 2 went to New York for re­
pairs. "I have not got the bill for that 
one yet," he said. 

The estimate for Engine 1 
amom1ted to $5,507, for a long list of 
repairs, including small items such 
as missing screws and compaitment 
lights Beaubien said had not worked 
in quite some time. 

"I don't wai1t to sound evil," 
said Crochier, noting the long list 
of minor upgrades made to Engine 
1, "but if [ the compaitment lights] 
never worked, why do we have to 
get 'em fixed?" 

Beaubien explained he didn't 
want to pass up the opp01tunity to 
have the actual manufacturer do the 

work at reasonable cost. 
"I know you guys all see it," he 

said, "that today's generation is 
not real mechanically inclined. So 
it's tough to get small stuff done 
like that." 

"They're the ones that know the 
tmck," Wai·d said. "Picky means it's 
going to be right." He said he felt 
staff would take better care of equip­
ment in better shape. 

"Five thousand's a lot less than 
five hm1dred thousand," he added, as 
the boai·d approved sending Engine 
1 to New York ai1d told Beaubien to 
chai·ge it to his depaitment's budget. 

Fixin' The Pump 
The fuel dispenser shared by the 

fire ai1d highway depa1tments is on 
its last legs. Highway boss Mickey 
La.Claire fom1d a quote of over 
$15,000 from a Chicopee vendor 
prohibitive, ai1d connected with a 
compai1y called Beardsley, Inc. from 
Springfield, Veimont, who offered a 
dispensing pmnp with sepai·ate hoses 
and meters for the highway and fire 
depaitments for $7,115. 

"We're going to need one veiy 
soon," La.Claire said, as the exist­
ing pump is on its last legs. "Is 
that an item that would come from 
our [ depaitment] budgets - or is 
that something that would come 
from the public safety money from 
Mount Heimon?" 

"It's not a huge stretch," an­
swered Purington. "The coll'elation 
to emergency seivices is a little fur­
ther removed." 

"Why not use the Mount Heimon 
funds to buy the fuel?" asked Wai·d. 

After talking through this slip­
peiy slope, and being reminded 
of why the town can't just rely on 
private gas stations for fuel, the as­
sembled officials wondered if they 
should tap instead into the Ve1mont 
Yankee emergency fund. 

They instmcted La.Claire to or­
der the unit, and to return to have 
a conversation about whose budget 
would pay for it. 

La.Claire noted that Mount Her­
mon Road is in bad need of repair. 

"Before I ca.ii approve spending 
any money on that road," Crochier 
said, the town should see if N01th­
field Mount Hennon School, which 
owns all of the prope1ty on the road, 
would like to acquire it. 

"Do you want, as a board, to 
schedule a meeting with them?" 
La.Claire asked. 

"They probably would love to 
take it after we fix it," Beaubien 
joked. 

"For all intents and purposes, 
that's a campus road," Crochier 
said. 

The boai·d noted that state Chap­
ter 90 aid is calculated pa1tly based 
on road mileage, and would go 
down slightly if the town stopped 
owning the road. 

Othel' Business 
The boai·d decided to wait for 

Snedeker's return to review the two 
depaitments' use of on-call ai1d pait­
time staff. 

Special thanks to Janet Masucci 
of the towns cable committee 

for taping the meeting, which we 
had to review on MCTV:S-Vimeo 

page due to it :S-being summer. 
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

With ''Groundbreaking'' Imminent, 
No Good Bids for Riverside Park 

By KATIE NOLAN 

The Etving selectboai·d opened 
four bids for the constmction of 
Riverside Park at the foimer Usher 
Mill on Arch Street on August 15. 
All of the bids were higher than the 
$637,000 budget provided by the 
Parkland Acquisitions and Reno­
vations for Communities (PARC) 
grant and town matching funds. 

They ranged from $727,000 to 
$1.22 million for basic constmc­
tion of the park facilities, and from 
$70,000 to $91,000 for alternate 
extras, such as power for the band­
stand, an extra play area, an archi­
tectural entrance arch and a second 
pavilion. Mountain View Landscape 
and Lawn of Chicopee was the low 
bidder. 

Consultant Mark Arigoni of 
Milone & MacBroom landscape ai·­
chitects told the board that the town 
could revise the scope and look for 
new bids, discuss cost reductions 
with the low bidder, or find more 
money for the project. The board 
decided to meet with Mountain 
View on August 22. 

Arigoni assured the board that 
there was time to re-bid the project 
and still meet the May 1, 2017 dead­
line for completion. 

Questioned about whether the 
Riverside Park grom1dbreaking cer­
emony, set for August 20, should 
still be held, considering that there 
were no acceptable bids for con­
stmction of the pai·k, selectboard 
chair Jacob Smith commented, 
"We're walking out of here with 
four bids that aren't within budget." 
However, Smith said, "We can find 
a path to get there." 

Because publicity for the ground­
breaking is already completed 
and speakers scheduled, the boai·d 
agreed that the event should be held 
as plaimed. 

Public Watel' Sel'vice ID 
Water supeivisor Peter Sanders 

informed the board about the pro­
cess for retiring the public water 
seivice identification number for 
the inactive well at the foimer Ush­
er Mill, and abandoning the well. 

In a July letter, the Massachu­
setts Depaitment of Environmental 
Protection had recommended retir­
ing the PWS ID#, to avoid restric-

tions during constmction of Riv­
erside Pai'k. If the town retains the 
identification, neither constmction 
nor construction equipment would 
be allowed within a 100-foot buffer 
zone around the well. 

Usher Plant reuse coffilnittee 
member Melissa Shiner presented a 
letter from the committee objecting 
to the scheduling of the discussion 
at the August 15 meeting, as the 
chair and other coffilnittee members 
could not be present. Shiner told the 
board that the well might be use­
ful during development of the site, 
and that it should not be abandoned 
hastily. 

Sanders told the board that retir­
ing the PWS ID# was a relatively 
quick process. He said that the town 
could also apply to install a new 
well on the propeity once develop­
ment plans had progressed. 

The boai·d decided to meet with 
the reuse committee on September 
12 to discuss the inactive well. 

The Usher Plant committee asked 
the boai·d to allow them to sell la­
ser-imprinted bricks as a fundraiser 
for additional features at Riverside 
Park. Resident Jacqueline Boyden 
felt the recommended cost of $50 
per brick was "way too high," con­
sidering the cost of the brick plus 
imprinting was $18. 

The board decided to write to the 
coffilnittee asking for more infoima­
tion about how the money would be 
collected and managed, and how the 
bricks would be used at the park. 

Employee Longevity Payments 
As pa.it of the eai·ly retirement 

package for recent retiree Dana 
Moore, Jr., the boai·d agreed to 
give him the allllual longevity pay­
ment. Longevity payments rewai·d 
employees who have worked five 
years or more for the town, and 
have worked past their hiring an­
niversa1y. Payments have typically 
been made at the end of the calendar 
year. 

Bastarache said he and other 
board members have received 
emails from town treasurer Mai·ga­
ret Sullivan and Dale Kowacki of 
the Franklin County retirement fund 
documenting other recent retirees 
who also might have been eligible 
for an early longevity payment. 

The board decided to ask for a list 

of retirees since 2000, when the lon­
gevity policy began, showing their 
a1miversaiy and retirement dates. 
They will review the information 
and decide whether other retirees 
inight be eligible for a final longev­
ity payment. 

Capital Planning 
As pa.it of the state Community 

Compact prograin, money is avail­
able to pay for technical assistance 
from the Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments in establishing a 
town capital planning process. 

Board member Scott Bastarache 
commented that the town does not 
have "a systematic town-wide ap­
proach" to capital plalllling. 

The board decided to convene a 
meeting with the finance committee, 
depa1tment heads, libraiy tmstees, 
the recreation coffilnission and the 
school com1nittee to discuss setting 
up a committee or subcommittee to 
review the town's capital plalllling 
process. 

Othel' Business 
The board approved the highway 

equipment operator search com­
inittee 's recommendation to hire 
Michael Gordon for the highway 
depa1tment, with a sta1t date on or 
before September 6. 

Ralph Semb wrote a letter to the 
selectboai·d, as water com1nission­
ers, asking for a reduction in the 
$2,500 connection fee for the sprin­
kler system at a newly-constmcted 
indoor storage area, or for a delay in 
its due date m1til December 1. 

The space was foimerly a ban­
quet area, where sprinklers had not 
been required. Under the state fire 
code, a sprinkler system is now re­
quired. Semb wrote that the fee was 
"unreasonably high" and "a finan­
cial hai·dship." 

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
said that the fee schedule had been 
in place for years, and should not 
have been a surprise to Semb. The 
board voted not to c01mect the sys­
tem until the fee was paid. 

The board agreed to pennit the 
Wives of Massachusetts State Po­
lice group to tie blue ribbons to 
town trees and poles as pa.it of a 
campaign to show suppoit for state 
police persollllel. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG 

More Arrests; Disobedient Campers Exiled 
Monday, s/1 
7:25 p.m. Report of sus­
picious male standing on 
the corner of Route 2 
and Prospect Street. Same 
picked up by red pickup. 
Located. Same vehicle had 
broken down on Paper 
Mill Road. All set. 
Tuesday, s/z 
8:1!0 a.m. Assisted Wen­
dell Fire with tree on 
wires, Farley Road. 
6:20 p.m. Report of nee­
dles at West High Street. 
Same disposed of. 
11:53 p.m. Assisted Or­
ange police with combat­
ive subject. Same being 

transported to house of 
corrections. 
3:25 p.m. Medical emer­
gency at Weatherheads 
store. Assisted on scene. 
Arrested 

for operating 
under suspension, subse­
quent offense, no license 
in possession and failure 
to inspect vehicle. 
Thursday, s/ 4 

12:42 p.m. Report of 
harassing phone calls to 
High Street residence. 
Complaint taken. 
7 p.m. Criminal appli-

~ 

unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle. 
Friday, s/5 
2:38 p.m. Arrested­

- for court 
warrant. 
Saturday, s/ 6 

1 :.30 p.m. Officer at Laurel 
Lake campground. Camp­
ers removed due to violat­
ing the rules. 
3:45 p.m. Criminal ap­
plication issued to -for operating a motor ve-
hicle after revocation of 
license and carry of a per 
se dangerous weapon in a 
motor vehicle. 

9:18 p.m. Criminal ap­
plication issued to 1111 
- for unli­
censed operation of a mo­
tor vehicle. 
Sunday, s/'7 
7:23 a.m. Criminal appli­
cation issued to 

erating a motor 
with suspended license. 
12 p.m. Medical emergen­
cy at Erving Paper Mill. 
Assisted on scene. 
6:50 p.m. Disabled vehicle 
on East Main Street. As­
sisted same. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Emotional Dispute Continues Over 
Structure of Broadband Bureaucracy 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

During the day on August 10 
a new series of emails were sent 
over the town listserv, some with 
an ang1y tone, about the Wendell 
selectboard's decision to create 
a constmction committee and an 
operations committee for the next 
phase in building a town-wide in­
ternet system. 

Until the end of June, there was 
a single broadband committee, and 
a contingent of that committee felt 
strongly that the decision to make 
two committees was counterpro­
ductive. 

The selectboard was scheduled 
to meet that evening. Chair Chris­
tine Heard wrote to the listserv that 
any selectboard member can be 
contacted directly by telephone or 
email, and that although broadband 
was not on the agenda for the meet­
ing, any citizen may come to any 
selectboard meeting to bring up a 
topic of their choice. 

And so Ray DiDonato and Nan 
Riebschlaeger, co-chair and mem­
ber of the FY'l6 broadband com­
mittee, came to speak with the se­
lectboard about their continuing 
concerns about the decision to fom1 
two committees for the project. 

DiDonato said that he came to 
dial things down, and that he saw 
two difficulties with the decision: 
one perceptual, and one practical. 
There had already been a month 
and a half of delay with no broad­
band committee. There had been 
a repo1t that someone had sug­
gested a paid project manager, and 
then had offered himself as a good 
candidate. DiDonato said that had 
caused tension, and seemed to have 
been a part of the board's two-com­
mittee decision. 

DiDonato pointed out that it was 
a full and unified broadband com­
mittee that had won a face-to-face 
meeting between Doug Tanner, the 
town's finance committee chair 
and broadband committee member, 
and Governor Baker. That meeting, 
he said, helped move Wendell for­
ward in the Massachusetts Broad­
band lnstitute's (MBI) list of towns 
to work with. 

Riebschlaeger said that the 
broadband committee had done a lot 
of thinking and concluded a single 
committee would be the best way to 
continue fo1ward, and that in spite 
of the hours of talk at the July 27 
selectboard meeting there had been 
no dialogue over the pros and cons 
of either configuration. 

She said that the dispute between 
the selectboard and members of the 
broadband committee had caused a 
delay in the process, and may have 
moved Wendell from the top of the 
state's list to the bottom. 

Selectboard chair Christine 
Heard said she was upset by the 
caustic content of the day's email 
exchange. She said that the fin com 
is still working with bond comisel 
to aiTange how Wendell will bo1rnw 
the money needed for the network's 
constmction, and there has been no 
delay in the first step, getting a pole 
survey, still expected to begin in the 
fall, and that MBI will oversee the 
engineering design and make-ready 

part of the project. 
Selectboard member Jeoffrey 

Pooser said he does not keep up 
with the listserv, but was taken 
aback by the tone of belligerence 
he saw in the day's messages. He 
did not think that the difference be­
tween one committee and two was 
causing the hysteria and that the 
difference of opinion was spm1 dis­
proportionately. He said five or six 
people were ready to get going. 

"Why even have the concept of 
a c01istJ.uction committee, when we 
don't even know our relati01iship 
with MBI?" asked Riebschlaeger. 
When asked what could be done to 
satisfy her, she said, "mediation," a 
suggestion made by a citizen in the 
day's email exchange. She said that 
two committees, each meeting twice 
a week, would be too much, espe­
cially since many involved in the ef­
f01t also serve on other town boards. 

DiDonato said that the lack of 
a broadband committee since the 
sta1t of the fiscal yeai· had caused a 
month and a half of delay in conver­
sations with other towns. As a citi­
zen he suggested that the board, and 
the next broadband committee(s), 
keep their eyes open, and that the 
town does not need a paid project 
manager or consultant. "I feel that 
the committee was snubbed by two 
members," he said. 

The selectboai·d is meeting off 
week, on August 17, to make ap­
pointments to the two broadband 
committees. 

Robert Heller, who 
has worked as long as 
anyone in Wendell on 

the issue, wrote that he 
had reversed his prior 

willingness to serve on 
one 01· hoth of the two 

hroadhand committees. 

On August 15, fom1er broadband 
committee member Robe1t Heller, 
who has worked as long as any­
one in Wendell on the issue, wrote 
on the town listserv that he had re­
versed his prior willingness to se1ve 
on one or both of the two broadband 
committees. 

Heller wrote that the town's mu­
nicipal light plant (MLP), not the 
town, will own and operate the net­
work, and that the MLP will operate 
independently from town govern­
ment and finance - in effect mnning 
as a business, and making enough 
money to sustain itself. 

He proposed a comproinise solu­
tion: a broadband committee con­
sisting of two selectboai·d members, 
one fin com member and the rest 
fo1mer broadband members or oth­
er citizens, out of which a smaller 
executive committee could meet as 
needed. The executive committee 
could be made up of the selectboai·d 
and fin com member, plus two mem­
bers of the larger committee. 

Heller wrote that constmction 
ai1d operations are so inte1twined 
that separating them could have 
disastrous consequences in missed 
communication: "At the very least 
overly high subscription fees and 

at worst an inoperable network 
- $1.92 million flushed down the 
toilet." 

Baby Wipes Flushed Down Toilet 
In spite of signs that state it 

should not be done, baby wipes 
and disposable diapers have been 
flushed down the toilets in the li­
braiy and town hall. That plugs the 
drainage, and can cause sewage to 
back up into the buildings. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
Inissed the beginning of a libra1y 
program he was interested in so that 
he could help facility engineer Jim 
Slavas cleai· wipes from the build­
ing's grinder pmnp, which pushes 
material up to where gravity can 
cany it into the town septic system. 
Signs were posted in the hope they 
would col1'ect the problem, but ap­
pai·ently the signs failed in their 
Inission. 

At the August 10 meeting, Keller 
suggested that lidded and lined trash 
cans be put in the lavatories, with 
plastic bags to contain odors, and 
possibly a raccoon- and bear-proof 
receptacle in the back of the libraiy, 
and that removal of the waste be 
made a pa1t of closing the library. 

Pooser also suggested a notice in 
the next town newsletter. 

Properties for Auction 
Treasurer Cai·olyn Manley was 

scheduled to meet the selectboard 
at 7:15 p.m., and was able to meet 
with the board at 7:30 - mtlike the 
previous meeting, when broadband 
discussion went on past 9 p.m. and 
Maitley went home without having 
a chance to meet with the board. 

Ma1tley spoke with the two pres­
ent board members on two topics. 
The first was "other post-employ­
ment benefits," or OPEB, essen­
tially health insurance for retirees. 
She said that two years ago Wendell 
paid Marc Abrams, who studies 
actuarial repo1ts, $750 for a report 
about Wendell's healthcare obliga­
tions. He contacted Manley stating 
that he was paid, but did not send 
that repo1t. 

Reports for the two inte1vening 
years would cost $1,500, and the re­
port for year four would be another 
$750. Those repo1ts are useful, but 
not required for the town's audits. 

Heai·d suggested that the town 
should get the first repo1t, and not 
pay for subsequent repo1ts. 

Ma1tley's second topic was two 
town-owned parcels that have been 
cleai·ed for an auction in spring. 
One is a vacant house on a 12-acre 
plot, and the other is 24 acres with 
no house. 

Heai·d suggested that the flat 
pait of the lot Inight be useful for a 
town playing field. Ma1tley said she 
Inight even have the empty house at 
120 Wendell Depot Road ready for 
auction in the spring. 

Empty Cemetery Seat 
Wendell resident Flonie Black­

bird was in the selectboard room at 
the strut of the meeting, and waited 
quietly through the exchange m1til 
Riebschlaeger and DiDonato left. 
She said the meeting was more in­
teresting than TV. 

Her interest was in a vacancy in 

the cemete1y commission, a position 
which follows from her interest in the 
town's history, and in her own fami­
ly's two-centmy part of that histo1y. 
She did not mn in the May election, 
but is one of two people interested in 
the opening that has appeai·ed in that 
three-member boai·d. 

The other is Richard Mackey, 
who was defeated by one or two 
votes in the election. Mackey was 
an incumbent in the election, having 
taken over as chair of the commis­
sion when the prior chair, Dan Baci­
galupo passed away. Mackey orga­
nized records and documents that 
were largely in Bacigalupo's head. 

Either one, if appointed, would 
hold office only until next May, and 
then would have to be elected to the 
remainder of the vacated post. 

In this case, the cemete1y com­
missioners had no recommendation. 

Pooser suggested that one of the 
two be made an associate member, 
who could take pait in eve1ything 
but not be able to vote. Blackbird 
said she Inight take such a position. 
Pooser said he would contact com­
missioner Joel Sears to see how he 
felt about such an al1'angement. 

Blackbird also said that the 
vacant house that the town owns 
might make a good place to keep 
and display old artifacts from town. 
Heard said she had not thought of 
that, but that historic commission­
er Pam Richardson might be in­
terested. She suggested that when 
the building is secured it should be 
done gently so the work does not 
damage its historical features. In­
stead of auctioning the house, she 
said, the town could put out a re­
quest for proposals as a way of pre­
se1ving its historic features. 

Other Business 
Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 

repo1ted that the DEP is requesting 
an update of the town's 1998 recy­
cled materials purchasing policy. 

She also said that Seaboai·d Solar 
has sold more of the solar projects 
that Wendell is hosting, and that 
four more documents need signa­
tures. The documents are the same 
as ones that have already been 
signed, so consultation with town 
coW1Sel is not necessary. 

Pooser asked Aldrich to send him 
a digital copy of those docmnents so 
that he can read them at home, and 
suggested that no one sign anything 
until Wendell gets some of the mon­
ey, or credit, the town has earned 
as host of the facilities, which have 
been online for several years. 

Town comisel David Doneski re­
turned for signatm·e the agreement 
for ambulance se1vice between the 
town and the Orange Ambulance 
service. Wendell will need to assign 
a representative to attend meetings 
of the towns that need the se1vice 

Aldrich rep01ted that in Januaiy, 
a change in the public records law 
will require towns to have a public 
records officer. Any public record 
requested must be provided, at a 
reasonable cost, within ten days of 
the request. 

She said she imagined the ten­
day requirement may be difficult for 
any town board that meets biweekly 
or montltly. 
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I 2JAvcn uc A • Tu.-ncn Falb 
863-5066 

''l/'8 Just a stone's throw from req((cy," 
Grooeries - Videos - Home Baked Goods 

Beer • Wine - Lfquor 

MON - SAT 7:91 SUNDAY 8-8 
978•5-•8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
112 mile south of Wendell Center 

NOTES FROM THE 
WENDELL TOWN CLERK 

Voter 
Registration 

Deadline 
The last day to register to vote 

for the State Piimaiy on Septem­
ber 8 is Friday, August 19. A spe­
cial voter registJ.·ation session will 
be held on this day in the office of 
the Town Clerk from 2 p.m. to 4 
p m. and from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
9 Morse Village Road in Wendell. 
The Town Clerk Office is also open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Fridays. 

You can also register by mail, 
or at the RMV. If you have recent­
ly moved to Wendell, or changed 
your address in Wendell, you 
must also register to vote. If you 
want to change your pa1ty affili­
ation, you must meet the August 
19 deadline. 

Any questions, please call the 
Town Clerk at (978) 544-3395 x2. 

Absentee 
Ballots 

Available 
Absentee ballots are now 

available at the Town Clerk's 
Office for the September 8 State 
PI·imaiy. The deadline to apply 
for an absentee ballot is Noon on 
Wednesday, September 7. 

To vote absentee, you must be 
absent from town dming polling 
hours, have a physical disability or 
a religious belief that prohibits you 
from being at the polls. All absen­
tee ballots must be retm11ed to the 
Clerk's office by the close of the 
polls on September 8. Polls will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p m. 

Registered voters who belong 
to any one of the four pa1ties, 
Democratic, Republican, Green 
Rainbow, or United Independent, 
must vote their paity affiliation. 
Unenrolled voters can choose any 
one of the 4 ballots. 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment· 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(fonnerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

Massage Offices in Shelburne Falls and Millers Falls 
www. grecchenwetberby .massagetherapy. com 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

gretchenlmt@yahoo.com 413-824-7063 
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HALLMARK from page A 1 
the spring of 2015. 

Tales of corporate conuption and 
litigation have created an ugly end­
ing for a school that was once widely 
respected and contributed greatly to 
the emerging Turners Falls creative 
economy. In its heyday, Hallmark 
enrolled well over 200 students, 
most of whom lived in the region. 
They could be seen in front of old 
mill buildings, chmches and village 
squares learning their craft. 

The institute owned three build­
ings in the Montague Industrial Park, 
and rented galle1y space in both the 
Crocker Building and Colle Opera 
House in downtown Turners Falls. 

Montague town administra­
tor Frank Abbondanzio noted that 
Hallmark played an important role 
in events sponsored by the town's 
"RiverCulture" program when it was 
first getting off the grom1d. 

Hallmark's decline has been slow 
and painful. While the scandals have 
captmed most of the attention, the 
recent recession hit the school hard, 
Abbondanzio believes. 

After Rosa notified the Accredit­
ing Co1runission of Career Schools 
and Colleges, state Division of Pro­
fessional Licensme, and state at­
torney general's office that Premier 
appeared to be conducting a teachout 
of its final students, Jessica Mastro­
giovanni, the company's vice presi­
dent and general comisel, reached 
out to the Reporter to remind us that 
we were "taking somces, and infor­
mation, from a convicted felon." 

The next day, Premier notified the 
state they were closing Hallmark. 

The immediate impact of the 
impending closme on Montague's 
economy could be minimal. The gal­
leries on Avenue A closed several 
years ago, and the spaces have been 
reoccupied. The buildings in the in­
dustrial park may have significant 
architectmal value, and the town 
expects them to continue to generate 
tax revenue m1til they are sold. 

The a1ts appear to be thriving in 
Tmners Falls despite the gradual dis­
appearance ofHallmark students, and 
rental demand in downtown Turn­
ers and Millers Falls has remained 
strong despite declining numbers of 
Hallmark-affiliated tenants. 
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Camp told the Reporter in April 
that while the organization's finan­
cial difficulties were pa1tly the result 
of "recent changes in photography 
training and technology," he felt the 
school could have changed to keep 
up with the times, but that Premier's 
partners "ignored it over the years." 

"Premier didn't suppo1t the mis­
sion," Camp said. 

"When Gazy was there, Premier 
was supp01ting the school to its full­
est," Rosa elaborated last month. 
''They weren't prepared for Gaiy to 
leave, is really what happened." 

But Abbondanzio, who is himself 
retiring this December, will fondly 
remember exhibit openings at the 
school's photography galleries on 
Avenue A, just when downtown 
Tmners was tmning a comer. 

"It was like New York City," 
he told this newspaper: 
"red carpets, violins, and II 
champagne." !I 

Terran and ]11Jia peruse the Reporter in the r11ins of Madame 
Sherrit Castle in West Che.rtnfteld, NH . .Antoinet/8 Shem, a 
B~ cosfllme designer, built the house in 19 J 1 as a n1111111er 

rdreat; it lllfl.t de.rtr'!Jed I!) fire thir!J yean lam: An extmor spiral 
stone .rtairmse and arches re111ain, at the entrance to the tract of 
conservation land no111 J:no1111J as the Madame Sherri Forest 

~ 
Additional reporting was 

contributed by Mike Jackson. Going somewhere? Take us with yo11! Blllai/ photos to edito,@montaguerepomr.o,g. 
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The Gi 11 Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www. theg ill tavern. com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Open Wed -Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Tttrnen Falls Tile 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

11-.,iepma.com 
21 Bank Row. Clld. 

413-475·3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Fresh Chicken 
Hormone & Antibiotic Free 

Available At Our Farm Store Every Other 

Week From the End of Moy thru October 

Froe Rang• Turkey 

fresh fggs 

Call or email us to cater your speclal event. , 

U6 Mormon Hollow Rd. Wendell, MA 01349 

thedltmat1dfann.c0tn dlemandfarmstOt"e0cm•11.com 

Grass Fed Beef& Lamb 

Home-style Meals, Sides, 

Soups & Desserts 
Mon. thN Sat 7ani-Spn • Sun 10-3pm 

In THe. OF OLD DeeRF1eLD 

Now Picking 
our 

FARM FRESH 
SWEET CORN 
Open 7 Days a Week 

C1esLu1< Fanm SranD 
Localveggies,fruit, cheese, milk, bakedgoods,jlowers and gifts 

(413)-773-8164 564 Greenfield Rd, Rt 5& 10 Deerfield 

--~ 
SITE 

EXCAVATION 
WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague Street ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

310 Federal St 
Route 63 
Montague, MA C .,,,, .. 
(413) 367-2481 
sirumequip.stihldealer.net 

• Chain Saws 
• Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 

STIHL® 

N-MASSAMONT 
EALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office 
(413) 665-3772 fax 
(H3) 834-1524 Cell 
(<fl3) 423-3810 Home 
don@cblll1U'.com E-mail 

Ea:IIOlflOO•~ 
Ownedktd°"""'led. 

A BEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 
GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

(413)774-3191 • (888)324-3191 

greenfieldsavings.com 
~ Greenfield 
~ Savings Bank 

Member FDIC/Member DIF • Equal Housing Lender@ 

~~EAT FALLS HAR..VE5T 
fresh • local • creative 

3-~0VIl8E 
THVIl81>A Y8 

$2J 

8VNl>AY 
llilVN~H 
.I0:30 A.M 

863-00.23 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 
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MARY AZARIAN WOODBLOCK PRINT 

By LESLIE BROWN 

AMHERST - The 2016 summer 
conference of the Northeast Organic 
Fa1ming Association (NOFA) took 
place this past weekend at the UMass 
campus in Amherst. This conference 
draws thousands of farmers and gar­
deners from all over New England -
except those stubbornly independent 
Vennonters who, in general, prefer 
to hold their own. 

With topics ranging from hop 
production and bee keeping to horse­
powered faiming, no-till methods 
and low intervention organic fiuit 
production, there is something of 
interest for lai·ge scale growers and 
small yard gai·deners alike. All ai·e 
linked by their commitment to gai·­
dening organically. 

So what is organic gardening? 
Well, it's gardening without syn­

thetic fe1tilizers and pesticides. 
It's also a philosophy of garden­

ing which emphasizes cultivating ai1 
ecosystem which sustains plants, soil 
microbes and beneficial insects, not 
just simply growing plai1ts. 

Synthetic fertilizers can haim 
microorgailisms, make it more dif­
ficult for the soil to hold water and 
nutrients, and often runs off into om 
water systems. 

Synthetic pesticides remain in the 
plants we grow ai1d can be disease­
causing for the consumer, ai1d de­
structive in the natmal environment. 

I have been drawn to organic 
garde1ling, paiticularly the avoid-

THE GARDENER'S COMPANION 

oruanic 
&aroenino 

ance of chemicals, because of family 
hist01y of disease. I prefer to know 
where my food comes from and how 
it was grown. That said, I was also 
brought up with the love for getting 
my hands in the soil and planting. 
There is an en01mous joy in produc­
ing food from tiny seeds and enjoy­
ing the fresh picked taste. 

You could say that growing or­
ganically came naturally. The more 
I read and hear about orgailic gar­
dening, the more committed I have 
become. The cmTent info1mation in 
the field is ever more exciting as it 
allows farmers and gardeners to be a 
pa1t of an even larger pictme of help­
ing, however little, to improve om 
environment. 

In his keynote speech, Andre Leu, 
president of the International Federa­
tion of Organic Agricultural Move­
ments, wrote: 

Agriculture is directly and indi­
rectly responsible for between 30 to 
50 percent of greenhouse gas emis­
sions. Jfwe strip out the excess CO2 
from the air and store it in the soil as 
organic matter, we can reduce tem­
peratures to pre-industrial levels. 

This powerful statement is fol­
lowed up with concrete ways we 
who grow in the soil can help to 
remediate the loss of cai·bon in the 
soil, sequester CO2, and mitigate 
climate change. 

Leu explains that while faimen; 
and gardeners will have to adapt to 
droughts and heavy rains, orgailic 
practices such as crop rotation, the 
use of green mai1mes, compost and 
orgailic mulches will pay off. Organic 

see GARDENERS page B8 

We Did It! 

The Turners Falls Invaders celebrate after thry defeated Frontier 8-7 in the 
Suburban League 14-and-under softball championship game, August 3 at TFHS. 

• terToda for Fal 

Or Visit Walk-In Enrollment Day 
Saturday, August 20, IO a.m. to 3 p.m. 
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Crafting a Sense of Place 
with Old Home Days 

r:----~-----'~ 

------"' 
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By NINA ROSSI 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - As Montague prepai·es 
for its 57th "Old Home Days" this weekend - complete 
with a Mug Race, auction, parade, dances and games 
- ai1d Wendell gets ready for an Old Home Day of its 
own, this reporter decided to do some research in a 
cool, dai·k place to find out how these Old Home Days 
began, and when. 

The idea of "Old Home Week" was introduced in 
1899 by then-governor Frank W. Rollins as a New 
Hampshire ritual inviting those who journeyed away 
from their hometowns to come back for an elaborate, 
week-long reunion. Word was spread through newspa­
pers and personal invitations to retmn to the biithplace 
ai1d recom1ect to town and people. And, if a successful 
emigre happened to be inspired by the pomp and cir­
cumstance of the whole affair, Old Home Week plan­
ners hoped that you might donate to some local civic 
project or charity, or maybe even buy one of the disused 
farmhouses to make into a smnmer home. 

Victorian sentimentality crafted reunions of mythic 
promise. Wrote Rollins in a 1902 invitation: "Hospital­
ity will abound, good fellowship will predominate, old 
friends will extend greetings, old hopes and ideals will 
come back, the weariness and cares of age will fall away 

THEATER REVIEW 

as a gaiment, and all taste again the sweets of youth's 
glad springtime. Is it not worth the time and ti·ouble?" 

Preserving the past became a noble effo1t, a balm for 
souls wearied by sti-iving elsewhere. 

Rollins was not only inspired by nostalgia. There was 
genuine fear that mral New Hampshire would become a 
ghost town of abandoned fanns and caved-in cellai·holes, 
and the belief that too many New Hainpshire progeny 
impove11shed their home state by applying their braiiis 
and brawn to establish cities and towns to the west, such 
as that tUin-of-the-centmy powerhouse Chicago. 

Rollins devised an ingenious sentimental hustle that 
was taken up by many towns in and out of New England 
in the ensuing yeai·s, even to the point of beii1g called 
a "movement" by the year 1906. Many states passed a 
law making it possible for towiis to vote money for such 
expenditmes into their budget, and some towns appro­
priated as much as a thousand dollars for the festivities. 
There was a state commission in Massachusetts that 
would send out an instruction packet on how to achieve 
a successful Old Home Week upon request. 

These eai-Iy celebrations ii1volved year-long planning 
effo1ts, yoking together the work of numerous commit­
tees and local associatio11S. One of the first things would 
be to collect names and addresses for fo1mer residents 
and send out printed invitations. 

Thomas Anderson desc11bes a typical celebration in 
an August 1906 aiticle in New England Magazine as 

see OLD HOME page BS 

These uncredited photographs (above left and above) accompanied 
an August 1906 article on the origins of Old Home Week. 

Mystery Mania! from Country Players Youth 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

DEERFIELD - While some kids 
have gone about these smmner days 
enjoying free time outdoors, at camp 
or on vacation, the Countiy Players 
Youth Ensemble has been prepaimg 
for Mystery Mania! These fo1tunate 
and talented yom1g players presented 
the results of their effo1ts this past 
weekend, with two one-act plays at 
Frontier High School in Deerfield. 

The first of the two plays is The 
Mystery of the Gumdrop Dragon, a 
magical fairy tale written by Geny 
Lynn Bmtle and telling the st01y of 
the Princess of Cai1dyland who is 
sad over the loss of her pet, Gmn­
drop Dragon. 

A parade of colorful characters, 
each with special gifts, tiy to cheer 
her up but no one can. In the open­
ii1g scene, the Princess smrnunded 
by the ladies of her comt, tells her 
tale and declai·es a reward for the re­
tUI11 of her dragon. A wizard, three 
clowns, comt writer, gatekeeper and 

a page all help tell the sto1y as each 
comes in to cheer up the Pi.mcess, 
and leaves disappoii1ted after the ef­
fort has failed. 

Would you be smp11sed to know 
that a PI-ince appeai-s to save the day 
and that a thief confesses? The show 
was well done and ve1y enjoyable. 
Director Sue Dresser did a fine job 
of workii1g with her elementaiy age 
actors. Of the expe11ence, Dresser 
said, "There's something wonderful 
about coming together as a group of 

people to put on a pe1fo1mance. It is 
a lot of work but ve1y rewarding as 
well. I am so proud of the hai·d work 
these children ai1d teens did to per­
f01m two challenging plays." 

Find out how to cheer up the 
Candyland PI-incess at an encore 
perfo1mance presented during 
Montague Old Home Days on 
August 20, 7 pm. at the Montague 
Center Congregational Chmch. 

see THEATER page B2 

Country Plqyers Youth Ensemble performing The A1ystery of Gumdrop Dragon, in 
which the Chocolate Wizard jails to cheer up the Princess of Cant!Jland. Left to right, 

l(j/lian Stuart, Katie Adams, Sophia Wolbach, Patricie Moriarry, Teagan Hale. 
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By FRED CICETTI

Q. My breasts have become 
large and I’m embarrassed. What 
can I do?

This question came from a man 
in his sixties. Breast enlargement in 
males is common. So is the embar-
rassment. About 30 percent of older 
men have this condition, which can 
be caused by hormonal changes or 
simple weight gain. It can occur in 
one or both breasts.

When the usual balance of the 
female hormone estrogen and the 
male hormone testosterone in a 
man shifts, he can get “gyneco-
mastia,” which is derived from two 
Greek words that mean “woman” 
and “breast.” 

Estrogen controls female traits 
including the growth of breasts. Tes-
tosterone dictates male traits such as 
muscle mass and body hair.

Males normally produce small 
quantities of estrogen to regulate 
bone density, sperm production and 
mood. Natural hormonal changes 
that lead to gynecomastia occur not 
only in old age but also during in-
fancy and adolescence.

Gynecomastia can be caused 
by a health problem such as liver, 
kidney or thyroid diseases. And, 
this condition can also result 
from drinking alcohol or taking 
drugs such as steroids, marijuana, 
amphetamines and heroin.

There are medications that can 
cause gynecomastia, too. These in-
clude: anti-androgens such as finas-
teride that are used to treat prostate 
cancer; AIDS medications such as 
efavirenz or didanosine; anti-anxiety 
medications such as Valium; tricy-
clic antidepressants; antibiotics; ul-
cer medications such as cimetidine; 
chemotherapy drugs, and heart med-
ications such as digitalis and calcium 
channel-blockers.

Some additional symptoms of 
gynecomastia include tenderness, 
swelling and nipple discharge. 

If you have enlarged breasts, see 
your doctor for a check-up. Enlarged 
breasts can be a symptom of breast 
cancer or a testicular tumor.

There is a condition called 
“pseudogynecomastia.” This occurs 

when a male just has a lot of chest 
fat that enlarges his breasts. You 
can tell the difference between false 
gynecomastia and the real thing by 
examining the breasts. 

In the examination, a healthcare 
professional spreads a thumb and 
forefinger and places them – oppos-
ing each other – on the circumfer-
ence of the breast. The fingers are 
then squeezed gently toward the 
nipple. Gynecomastia is diagnosed 
if there is enlarged glandular tissue 
that feels like a rubbery disk. Often, 
this tissue can be moved around.

Gynecomastia usually will go 
away without treatment. This con-
dition is often treated with drugs. 
Sometimes, enlarged breasts are re-
duced surgically.

Medications used to treat breast 
cancer and other conditions may be 
helpful for some men with gyneco-
mastia. These drugs include anti-es-
trogen medications such as raloxi-
fene and tamoxifen. 

Two types of surgery are used to 
treat gynecomastia: liposuction and 
mastectomy. Liposuction removes 
breast fat, but not the breast gland 
tissue. Mastectomy removes the 
breast gland tissue.

If you would like to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com.
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If you’ve ever even thought about 
it, Charlotte would be an excellent 
first bunny.

Friendly and curious, she often 
comes to the front of her pen when 
people approach. She’ll even stretch 
up on her hind legs to make it easier 
for you to pet her. 

She enjoys dark greens, carrots 
and banana peels. 

Charlotte has excellent litterbox 
habits, which not only makes clean-

ing a breeze for her caretakers but 
also makes it easy to give her some 
daily romping and exploring time 
outside her pen.

Charlotte has distinguished her-
self here with her outgoing person-
ality and tidy habits. Meet her today 
and talk to a counselor about rab-
bits!

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

“Charlotte”

Pet Weekof
the

 GILL and MONTAGUE
Gill / Montague Senior Cen-

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a m. to 2 p m.

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 a m.

All fitness classes are support-
ed by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary 
donations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Roberta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more information, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed.
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Tues, Wed, Thurs: Noon Lunch 
Mondays, 8/22 and 8/29:
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesdays, 8/23 and 8/30:
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
1 p.m. Ice Cream Social
Wednesdays, 8/24 and 8/31:
9 a m. Veterans’ Outreach
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursdays, 8/25 and 9/1:
9 a m. Tai Chi
1 p.m. Cards & Games

ERVING
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours 
in advance. Call the Mealsite 
Manager at 423-3308 for meal 
information and reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-

ters, Senior Center Director, at 
(413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic.
Mondays, 8/22 and 8/29:
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance
Tuesdays, 8/23 and 8/30:
8:45 a m.  Chair Aerobics
10 a.m. Stretching & balance
Homemade Lunch must RSVP
12:30 p.m.  Crafty Seniors
Wednesdays, 8/24 and 8/31:
8:45 a m.  Line Dancing
10 a.m.  Chair Yoga
Noon  Bingo, Snacks & Laughs
Thursdays, 8/25 and 9/1:
8:45 a.m. Aerobics (fast moving)
10 a.m. Healthy Bones
12:30 p m. Creative Coloring
Fridays, 8/26 and 9/2:
9 a.m. Quilting; Walking Club
9:30 a.m. Bowling 
12:30 p.m. Painting Workshop
Fri 8/26: Noon  Lunch Old Mill
 
LEVERETT

For information, contact the 
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.
Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga – Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lunch – Fri-
days at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 
by Wednesday for a reservation. 

WENDELL
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride.

Senior Center Activities
AUGUST 22 to SEPTEMBER 2

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

What If  There Is 
Gynecomastia?

ThEATER  from page B1
The second play, And Then 

There Was One, was much more 
complicated and demanding of the 
group of teenage actors, who were 
able to meet the challenge under 
direction of David Peck. Peck is the 
Drama Club advisor at Frontier, and 
an experienced actor. 

Written by Michael Druce, this 
is a comedy of errors, with a lot 

of physical action, lots of running 
around the stage, in and out of doors, 
hiding under and behind furniture. 

Meant to be humorous more 
than frightening, it does have a dark 
theme, being a murder mystery. 

Ten people are invited to an island 
for a weekend by a stranger. They 
learn they are trapped on the island for 
the weekend, and one by one, people 
die – or so it seemed – one person 

even appeared dead on the doorstep. 
The sometimes baffling behavior 
keeps the audience wondering what 
are these people up to?

A surprise ending makes it all 
work out, but in the meantime there 
is a lot of danger and fun. The cast in 
each of these plays were very good: 
kudos to them all!

Friday, 7/1
11:55 a.m.  Resident on 
Center Road reported see-
ing a vehicle going thru 
mailboxes.
2:15 p.m.  Assisted Ber-
nardston police with a dis-
turbance on South Street.
Saturday, 7/2
8 a.m.  Stolen property 
reported on Main Road at 
Munns Ferry Road, under 
investigation.
7:45 p.m.  Loud noise com-
plaint filed against business 
on Main Road; referred to 
board of  selectmen.
Tuesday, 7/5
9:45 a.m.  Firearms issue 
on Boyle Road.
11 a.m.  Traffic assistance 
requested at Route 2 and 
Main Road for funeral.
Thursday, 7/7
3:55 p.m.  Welfare check 
requested on K9, walking 
on French King Highway.
Friday, 7/8
10:50 a.m.  Assisted Mon-
tague police with fight in 
their community.
1:40 p.m.  Stolen checks 
from mailbox on Main 
Road.Under investigation.
5:10 p.m.  Assisted Ber-
nardston police with 
breaking and entering in 
progress.
8 p.m.  Car into tree on Ben 
Hale Road.

Saturday, 7/9
9:30 a.m.  Injured bald 
eagle reported on French 
King Highway.
12:45 p.m.  Injured fawn 
reported on French King 
Highway.
2:50 p.m.  Resident re-
ported suspicious person 
at their residence on Main 
Road. Checked ok.
8:50 p.m.  Section 12 of  ju-
venile on Boyle Road. Sub-
ject transported.
Monday, 7/11
7:15 a.m.  Meadow Street 
resident reports violent 
cat. Assistance provided.
5:55 p.m.  Welfare check  
of  subject on French King 
Bridge. All ok.
Friday, 7/15
12:10 p.m.  Subject on 
Bridge checked. Played 
POKEMAN Game.
Monday, 7/18
10:20 a.m.  Assisted 
Springfield PD with ar-
rest of  resident on French 
King Highway.
2:50 p.m.  Main Road 
closed at North Cross 
Road. Downed wires and 
trees.
3 p.m.  Wires and branch, 
hazard on Walnut Street. 
Road closed.
3:45 p.m.  Subjects trapped 
at Barton Cove due to trees 
down. Assisted same.

5 p.m.  Contacted subject 
from VT regarding past 
sexual assault in town.
Tuesday, 7/19
8:20 a.m.  Complaint of  
coyotes at Stoughton 
Place, Main Road.
8:35 a.m.  Cows in road-
way, Main Road. Farmer 
located.
1 p.m.  Vandalism of  flags 
in Center Cemetery. Under 
investigation.
Wednesday, 7/20
8 a.m.  Assisted DFS at res-
idence on West Gill Road.
1:35 p.m.  Vandalism of  ve-
hicle on Main Road, wind-
shield broken by rock.
5:30 p.m.  Bear broke 
through a residence screen 
door on Center Road.
6 p.m.  S. Cross Road resi-
dent reported phone scam.
Thursday, 7/21
5 p.m.  Motor vehicle ac-
cident in Factory Hollow. 
Assisted with traffic.
8:58 p.m.  Cows report-
ed loose on Main Road. 
Farmer located.
Friday, 7/22
5:10 p.m.  Reported dis-
traught subject walking 
on French King Highway. 
Checked same; ok.
Saturday, 7/23
7:25 p.m.  Court paper-
work served to resident on 
South Cross Road.

11:30 p.m.  Section 12 of  
resident on Riverview 
Drive. Erving police.
Tuesday, 7/26
5:35 p.m. Assisted resi-
dents on Green Hill Road 
re: upcoming gathering.
6 p.m.  Contacted Florida 
regarding background 
check of  resident.
Wednesday, 7/27
6:20 a.m.  Lost dog from 
Main Road residence. Lo-
cated later on in day.
4:40 p.m.  Suspicious activ-
ity reported at residence 
on Camp Road. Under in-
vestigation. 
10:30 p.m.  Assisted Ber-
nardston PD with arrest 
in their community.
Thursday, 7/28
6:15 p.m.  Assisted Ber-
nardston PD with Section 
12 in their community.
Friday, 7/29
10:20 a.m. Located subject 
on French King Bridge. 
Taken to Baystate for eval-
uation.
11:30 a.m.  Contacted re-
garding resident on Frank-
lin Road operating while 
intoxicated.
14:50 p.m.  Suspicious ac-
tivity reported on Pisgah 
Mountain Road. Addition-
al patrols requested.

highlights from the gill police log

Violent Cat; Injured Eagle, Fawn; Rampant Bovines
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV: Drone Show! 

Check out Turners Falls, Riverside and Canada Hill like you've never seen them! 

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

These humid summer days roll 
slowly by. Cool down and check 
out the latest programming on your 
community access station! Visit 
montaguetv.org and click on "TV 
Schedule" to find out when your fa­
vorite shows will air this week. 

Our latest production, filmed us­
ing Drone Station, gives you the op­
p01tunity to explore Turners Falls 
from a bird's-eye perspective! Soar 
around the falls and watch Unity 
Skatepark action from above. 

This can be seen on our website, 
alongside last week's local policy 
meetings - the Montague Select­
board, Gill Selectboard, and the Gill 
Montague Regional School Com­
mittee Meeting. 

As per the summer schedule, the 
next Montague selectboard meeting 
will air live on Monday, August 22 at 
7 p.m., and the August 22 Gill select­
board meeting will become available 
a few days later on our website. 

Looking for ways to get involved 
in your community? Maybe the 

TV REVIEW 

Turners Falls Fashion Show is for 
you -you're invited to get involved 
as a model, designer, photographer, 
sewer, or planner. What skills will 
you bring? There's lots to do in 
preparation for the big show in just 
five weeks. More info at turnersfall­
sriverculture. org. 

Finally, we'd like to put in a note 
of appreciation to all of our viewers, 
no matter what medium you're using 
to access our programming. We op­
erate for you, and our doors are open 
to your involvement week to week. 
That's why we love to remind you: 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use 
a camera and capture the moment. 
( 413) 863-9200, infomontaguetv@ 
gmail.com, or stop by 34 Second 
Street in Turners between 10 a m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
We'd love to work with you! 

Facebook users, you can follow 
us at facebook.com/MontagueTV'. 
This way, you'll stay in the loop for 
our weekly updates. 

II@ ~ ~~~ mJmg 
,r~ ~~~CID@~ 

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

20/20: In an Instant premiered 
on ABC on March 6, 2015. It's a 
show about real-life experiences 
where people come sometimes ve1y 
close to losing their lives, or had 
their lives in a great deal of danger. 
These people recount the stories of 
what happened to them. 

People watching at home are 
ti·eated to recreations of the stories, 
playing out as the people are nar­
rating them. Its has lasted two sea­
sons so far. 

One sto1y consists of a mother 
and two daughters getting their car 
cmshed, being ti·apped in the car, 
and then are hanging over a ravine. A 
buck hits them while they are hang­
ing there and explodes. Yet they are 
still alive today after all of that. 

I am wonde1ing whether or not 
there will be a third season. I think 
there is a good chance of that. They 
have told some incredible flue sto­
ries. To me, if they can continue to 
tell stories such as these, they will 
have a third season under their belt. 

I believe the way certain things 
tum out are ka1ma rewarding peo­
ple. At the ve1y least, it seems that 
way. I saw a Hallmark movie about 
a woman who rescued a bunch 
of children from the Nazis. This 
woman survived the experience 
and lived to be over 90. To me, it 
would seem karma has rewarded 
her with a long life. 

One of the stories from In an In­
stant reminded me of that. A woman 
went mnning with her dog, and in­
jured herself so badly that she could 
not make it out of a canyon. Her dog 
ended up getting her the help she 
needed. After the sto1y is done be­
ing told, we learn that the dog is still 
alive and is in good health. That is 
a good example of ka1ma rewarding 
somebody for their actions. 

Maybe I should be calling one 
sto1y that they did in Season 1 
where people are extremely close 
to death. That one being when a 
Minneapolis interstate bridge that 
collapsed in 2007, with a bunch 
of people on it. I can picture that 
whole scene and I cannot see any­
one getting off the bridge alive. 
But obviously people did, or why 
else are there people around to tell 
their stories to this day? 

Perhaps people throw the word 
"miraculous" around too much when 
it comes to ce1tain things. But I am 
pretty sure if someone saw a picture 
of the sight of the collapsed bridge, 
they would not believe that anyone 
could have gotten off there alive. 

I believe I have made my case 
ve1y well about this show telling 
some amazing stories, and that's 
what probably led to it doing so well 
when it comes still being on the air. 
But I leave it up to you to decide 
whether or not you think there is a 
sti·ong case, in your opinion, for it to 
continue to air. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER B3 

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Brine Attack; Bears, Bats and Maggots; 
Scary Blogger; Digging for Pokemon? 

Monday, s/1 
9:57 a.m. Report of decap­
itated dog in the wooded 
area between Griswold 
Street and Scotty's. Caller 
advises that the body of 
the dog is there but the 
head is not. Responding 
officer and animal control 
officer advise not as re­
ported; animal was a cat 
and appeared to have been 
attacked by a fisher cat. No 
foul play suspected. 
Tuesday, s/2 
8:21< a.m. Officer will be is­
suing citation to operator 
who failed to stop for detail 
officer and flipped him off 
as she was driving through 
the construction site on 
Montague City Road. 
8:36 p.m. 911 caller from 
Fourth Street advising of 
a raccoon hanging around 
the house across the street 
from him; stated it has gone 
up/ down to roof all day. 
Caller advised to use the 
business line if there is no 
emergency. Copy of call left 
for animal control officer. 
Wednesday, 8/3 

1 :35 a.m. Report of suspi­
cious vehicle in lower park­
ing lot of Southworth Pa­
per. Officer advises that 1' 

young males were playing 
Pokemon Go. Gathering 
dispersed. 
9:23 a.m. While on a de­
tail, sergeant was notified 
by a motorist that there 
is a mama bear with cubs 
going into and out of the 
woods on Turnpike Road. 
Referred to an officer. 
10:06 a.m. Report of a bear 
off Cabot Street who was 
reportedly coming toward 
people before going into a 
tree and, once in the tree, 
began growling. Checked 
area; gone on arrival. 
11: 18 a.m. Party in to sta­
tion requesting to speak 
to animal control officer 
about a fox attacking his 
chickens this morning. 
12:22 p.m. Caller report­
ing an altercation that just 
occurred at Rite Aid. Male 
party came into the store 
and was in the bathroom 
for approximately 25 min­
utes. Subject came out and 
knelt down by a shelf and 
appeared to be nodding off, 
so caller checked on him. 
Subject grew agitated and 
threw a water bottle at a 
window, tl1en left. Officers 
spoke with subject and ver­
bally trespassed him from 
Rite Aid. 
3:02 p.m. Party into lobby 
requesting that an officer 
take his old ammo. Servic­
es rendered. 
1':1<2 p.m. Report of vehicle 
break-in overnight on Cen­
tral Street. Report taken. 
6:51< p.m. Second report of 
vehicle break-in overnight 
on Central Street. Report 
taken. 
Thursday, s/ 4 

2:25 a.m. Officer checking 
on vehicle observed circling 
in area of First Street/ Av­
enue A. Party found to be 
playing Pokemon. 
3:28 a.m. Officer out with 

disorderly male on Av­
enue A. Involved male 
party called dispatch to 
advise tl1at he is upset he 
is being followed by MPD 
officers; party began 
screaming and yelling and 

was arrested and 
charged with disorderly 
conduct and disturbing 
the peace. 
6:1<2 a.m. DPW employ­
ees working at Unity Park 
discovered two parties 
sleeping under tl1e play­
ground equipment. Par­
ties moved along. 
10:35 a.m. Officers took 
down a rope swing from 
the Dorsey Road foot­
bridge. 
Friday, s/5 
11 :00 a.m. Caller from 
Davis Street reporting 
that tires appear to have 
been slashed overnight. 
Second female reported 
damage to vehicle as well. 
Report taken. 
8:36 p.m. Report of pos­
sible structure fire on Sec­
ond Street. Officer advises 
this was a flower box that 
someone had put a cigarette 
out in. Fire extinguished; 
smoke in building. 
10:16 p.m. Caller com­
plaining of multiple in­
dividuals witl1 shopping 
carts "racing" up and 
down Fourth Street and 
disturbing her peace. Of­
ficer checked area but was 
unable to locate any rac­
ing shopping carts. 
Saturday, 8/6 

12: 10 a.m. Caller report­
ing that approximately 6 

juveniles were just in Ce 
Ce's Chinese Restaurant 
purchasing food; when 
they left, they threw 
some type of yellow liq­
uid tl1rough the screened 
window. Liquid is all over 
store now. Area searched 
on foot but no one match­
ing description found. 
Liquid believed to have 
been pickle juice or simi­
lar; caller was hit with 
substance as well. 
12:38 p.m. Caller in area 
of Ramblers on Lake 
Pleasant Road reports ob­
serving a green ATV with 
an adult and a child on 
board pulling a couch that 
the caller believes they 
dumped across the street. 
Officer spoke with member 
of Ramblers who advised 
that he and several other 

members were cleaning up 
junk in the area in prepara­
tion for their move across 
the road. 
8: 12 p.m. Officers inves­
tigating yelling coming 
from apartment building 
on Avenue A. Male alone 
in apartment just letting 
off steam; no issues found. 
Sunday, 8/'7 

3:50 p.m. 

probation warrant. 
7:12 p.m. Report of shirt­
less white male with messy 
hair and tattoos who ap­
peared to be "on drugs" 
walking on Third Street 
and raising his hand as 
if to hit people. Officer in 
area found no one match­
ing description. 
Monday, s/s 
5:13 a.m. Request for as­
sistance removing a bat 
from a home on Avenue B. 
Services rendered. 
5:1<9 p.m. Report of sub­
jects skateboarding in the 
road on Fairway Avenue 
and creating a hazard. 
Subjects were making 
a promotional video for 
the Shea Theater. Offi­
cer stopped traffic briefly 
while they finished their 
shoot. Group picked up 
and moved along. 
9:39 p.m. Second request 
for assistance with a bat in 
a residence on Avenue B. 
10: 12 p.m. Previous caller 
reports that after officer 
removed the bat from her 
home, she discovered an­
other bat. Officer advises 
that a bat had gotten stuck 
in a vase and could not get 
out. Same was taken out 
of house. Message left for 
animal control officer. 
Tuesday, 8/9 

10: 15 a.m. Party in to sta­
tion advising she is not 
from area and needs di­
rections to tl1e Hadley 
Mall. Dispatch offered to 
print directions, but party 
advised she "did not have 
time to wait" and "I guess 
I'll just get fll!cking lost 
then" and abruptly left 
the station. 
10:28 a.m. Report of male 
subject who just shop­
lifted a bag of dog treats 
from Food City. Officer 
located suspect, who ad­
mitted to stealing ramen 
noodles. Stolen item paid 
for; subject verbally tres­
passed from Food City. 
2:26 p.m. Caller from 

Montague City Road re­
ports having a dead bat 
in his driveway; requests 
assistance disposing of 
same as he is not sure if 
it is rabid or not. Animal 
control officer advised 
and en route. 
5:1' 1 p.m. Caller reports 
van missing from her ga­
rage on Highland Street. 
Paperwork filled out and 
signed; vehicle entered 
into system as stolen and 
area departments advised 
to be on lookout. Caller 
later called back advis­
ing tl1at they just remem­
bered tl1ey left tl1e van in 
Greenfield. Stolen vehicle 
report cancelled. 
6:21 p.m. 911 caller reports 
suspicious party hanging 
on/walking near mail­
boxes on Turnpike Road. 
Party described as white 
male, long hair, beard, 
wearing a red clown nose 
and gray t-shirt, and car­
rying a white bag. Caller 
states male was taking 
pictures with cell phone 
and talking into phone; 
very suspicious. TFFD 
reported seeing same at 
stop sign behind complex 
making statements such 
as "watch out world." Of­
ficer off with party, who 
was taking pictures for 
his blog and denied hang­
ing on mailboxes. Party 
moved along. 
7:39 p.m. Caller reporting 
male party in wooded area 
along bike path; caller felt 
uncomfortable approach­
ing party and was play­
ing on phone. When she 
looked up, she saw male 
lying down touching him­
self while watching her. 
Caller quickly left area. 
Party described as white 
with short reddish hair, 
wearing a white t-shirt. 
Caller did not see party 
wearing anything on bot­
tom. Area checked; unable 
to locate. 
Wednesday, silo 
1': 12 p.m. Caller requesting 
removal of her child's 
father; also requesting 
that officers retrieve 
several lottery tickets 
that he took without 
permission. Officers 
report verbal altercation 
only, primarily between 
male party and caller's 
mother. Family will work 
issue of lottery tickets out 
among themselves. 

see MPD page B4 
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MPD from page B3 

7:55 p.m. Officer issued 
verbal warning to mo­
torist for red light vio­
lation; Pokemon Go was 
the culprit. 

stop on Old Sunderland 
Road. Clear; operator out 
chasing Pokemon. 

she is continuing home as 
she has cold items in her 
car. Caller advised this 
would be on record. 

ILOOJfilDN(G }B)A~~ 
6:30 a.m. Report of 
cows loose on Turners 
Falls Road; two cows on 
caller's lawn at this time. 
Officer spoke with own­
er of cows. They will be 

10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 

Thursday, 8/ 11 

9:03 a.m. While on a de­
tail, officer advised by 
motorist that there is a 
cow loose on Turners 
Falls Road just south 
of Hatchery Road. Area 
search negative. 
1 :35 p.m. Three bikes 
reported stolen from 
garage on North Taylor 
Hill Road. Report taken. 
6:57 p.m. Caller reports 
that a female showed up 
at his residence at noon 
today and started dig­
ging holes in his yard. 
Female is still there and 
refusing to leave; appears 
to have bruises around 
eyes but unknown where 
they came from. Party 
transported to hospital; 
vehicle towed. Party had 
been digging up rocks 
and digging holes in the 
yard for 6-7 hours. 
Friday, 8/lZ 

2:10 a.m. Officer 
conducting motor vehicle 

rounded up. 
l:11<p.m. 

was arrested on a default 
warrant. 
2:30 p.m. Report of 
previous assault on 
basketball courts at 
Unity Park; victim 
suffered concussion and 
other injuries. Report 
taken. 
Saturday, 8/13 

11:32 a.m. Caller from 
Center Street advises 
that someone entered 
his shed overnight and 
stole his bicycle. Report 
taken. 
1':39 p.m. Caller reports 
male party on bike with 
children riding a "Power­
wheels" in the road. Call­
er concerned for safety of 
children; caller and male 
could be heard arguing 
over line. Caller stated 

8:06 p.m. Caller reports 
that neighbor knocked on 
her door and requested a 
cigarette; when her ex­
husband told him she did 
not have any, neighbor 
stated, "You better lock 
up your bikes so they 
don't get stolen." Caller 
advised this would be on 
record and to call back 
if any further problems 
arose. 
9:38 p.m. TFFD advising 
took call direct for 
lightning stril,e to house 
on Morris Avenue; 2 

elderly residents. Officer 
advising of charring at 
service entrance; no signs 
of fire. 
11 :31' p.m. Caller reports 
a white male, unknown 
clothing, out in front of 
Riff's Restaurant yelling 
and screaming. Officer 
spoke to a cleaning crew 
on scene who admitted 
they were making the 
noise due to a maggot is­

sue they discovered 1·■ 
on the dumpster. !I 

Here :S-the way it was August 24, 
2006: News from the Montague 
Reporter :S-archive. 

Ervingside B1idge 
Replacement 

a Piecemeal Job 

S&R Corporation of Lowell 
has the tricky job of completely re­
placing two bridges on Route 2 in 
Ervingside while maintaining traf­
fic going over the bridges and traf­
fic underneath - road traffic under 
one of them, and trains passing on 
railroad tracks under the other. 

Route 2 is one of two highways 
that nm the length of Massachu­
setts. Traffic is heavy, especially 
dming tourist season. 

One-lane traffic through pait 
of the job delays equipment mov­
ing from place to place on the job. 
Trucks delivering material to the 
job are also delayed by traffic. 
Traffic is a hazard to workers. 

"Some of these long tractor trail­
er trucks carrying gigantic concrete 
T-beains scare me when they baiTel 
through," Tom Mulhall said. 

Mulhall is the superintendent of 
this $5 million job. ''We ai·e on a 
tight schedule," he confided, ''be­
cause we need to complete half 
of each bridge so we cai1 pave the 
road before November 15, when 
blacktop plants close down due to 
the cold. We also need to pour con­
crete so cming time isn't too long 
and meets specs." 

Ten Years of Tireless 
River Cleanup 

"We don't know where the en­
ergy comes from, but folks keep 
coming back yeai· after yeai','' said 
Connecticut River Steward An­
drea Donlon, "it's just amazing the 
amount of work that gets done on 
Source to Sea Cleanup Day each 
fall." 

This September mai·ks the 10th 
anniversaiy of the watershed-wide 
cleanup, which has taken place ai1-
nually along the banks and tribu­
taries of the Connecticut River's 
410-mile reach since 1997. 

In that time over 350 tons of 
trash, appliances, couches, trai1s-

missions ai1d tires have been re­
moved to proper disposal sites 
from the riversides of four New 
England states. 

Skate Park Benefit 
a Real Headbanger 

"We chaimel the spirit of Rock 
'n' Roll!" said Jeremy Latch, gui­
tar player for the band Moscow 
Mule, and orgailizer for the benefit 
cover to reopen the skate pai·k in 
Tmners Falls. The event consisted 
of three bai1ds - Moscow Mule, 
Fat W01m of Error, and Fashion 
People - who pe1fo1med in the 
rough and tumble gai·age setting of 
the Brick House Community Teen 
Center, Tuesday night. 

The show went from seven p m. 
until nine-fifteen, with a suggested 
donation of$2 to $5. One hm1dred 
dollars was raised to supplement 
the renovation of the long-closed 
skate park, which has been delayed 
yet again this summer over fence 
issues, but that's another story. 

Scene Report: All Sorts of Good Vibes at the Homelands Festival 
By ALICE THOMAS 

TURNERS FALLS - By 10 a.m. the 
festival crowd was a paisley - a paisley that 
moved! They spun by the minute like the wild 
business of a cai·ousel and stayed busy all day! 
It was judged that this year's attendaiice of the 
Pocumtuck Homelands festival was greater 
than ai1y other, with interest peaking at the big­
tent pe1formance stage and at the tipi alike. 

A visiting vendor from Templeton, 
with a canoe he made f?y hand. 

Howai·d Clark, a local anthropologist/lead 
reseai'Cl1er for the Nolumbeka Project, was the 
first to greet me when I an'ived at Unity Park 
He displayed several llisto11cal documents, one 
being the signed Document of Reconciliation 
between the Town of Montague and the Nai·­
ragansett ti'ibe, signed by Lloyd Rmming Wolf 
Wilcox on May 19, 2004. 

Many thanks go to Diane Dix, a fom1ding 
member of the Nolumbeka Project, for orga­
nizing and being present for the day. It was 

easy to see that all the Native .Ame11can paitici­
pants were focused on showing us their way of 
life that centered on two words: HONOR ai1d 
HUMILITY. 

We heard it in the flute, the singing voices, 
the stories, music, food, dress, and especially 
in their smiles as they welcomed the commu­
nity to spend the day with them. 

I learned so much from the three visiting 
Grai1dmothers who smudged the tent before 
they began. They imparted the naines of all 
related directions-herbs-colors-birds-ailimals, 
and their relationship to man. 

By the way, the colors: red, white, black ai1d 
yellow are all related to the colors of all hu­
mans. I sat in their tent and just couldn't hear 
enough, fast enough! 

Tllis circle ofrelationships has no beginning 
or end. The Grandmothers ai·e considered the 
wisdom-keepers of the ti'ibe, visiting us from 
Montana, Canada and Connecticut. They were 
Grandmother Red Spider Woman, Grandmoth­
er Nancy .Andiy ai1d Grandmother Jeorgina 
Lai·ocque Plant Spirit Woman. 

The weather didn't seem to bother myone: 
not rain, not glai·e, not even the blazing sun. It 
was a packed day, and I rushed to visit each 
venue as best I could! 

David Tall Pine White, who caine to 
Tm11ers Falls from B1inlfield, was the master 
of ceremonies in the 'big tent'. All the singing 
groups were fai1tastic and eve1yone quickly 
became fans of them and their songs - the ones 
they sing to their children before they go out into 
the world - the ones they wi'ite themselves. 

The four men that comprised the Black 
Hawk Singers shai·ed a lai·ge drum and sai1g 
as a traditional chorus. Mixashawn, a mai1 
who came to us from New Yo1k, was an 
exti·aordinaiy musiciai1, who played over 4 
instiuments! He had eve1yone singing ai1d 
swaying on the benches! 

The flute player, George Spotted Horse 
Leduc, was a higltlight for me. He lives ai1d 

Seated: Grandmother Red Spider Woman, Grandmother Nancy Andry, and 
Grandmother Jeorgina Larocque Plant Spin't Woman. Standing: Strong Oak, 

organizer of the Grandmothers' visit, and George Spotted Horse Leduc, flute plqyer. 

works in Canada with veterai1s, providing a 
sweat-lodge expe11ence. His flute and the sto-
11es telling the llisto1y ofllis flute were like the 
blooming rose-of-shai·on; each a ti·easure. His 
breath thru the flute was tiue - cleai·: a siin­
ple-complex that only the player can know. 
We heard the movements of the cm'ious ai1d 
satisfied; of the timeless life that is the Native 
.Ame11cat1S'. 

I could have listened all day. He, too, acted 
with honor and hmrulity. 

The childi·en's tent was run by Janel 
Nockleby of the Discovery Center and visit­
ing Beth Bazler of FirstLight on No1thfield 
Mountain. A 9-year-old boy, there with his 
father from South Deerfield, boasted that he 
made 2 block-stamps. He proudly held them 

up, saying, ''This is a fish and this is my soar­
ing eagle." There were also stories in the big 
tipi near the enti·ance. 

Vendors came with the most unique carv­
ings of boats, bound baskets of bai·k, jewelry, 
instiuments, info1mation, as well as food and 
drink All this was found at U11ity Park! 

We leai·ned from David Brule and Joe Grav­
eline, both local Nolumbeka Project p1incipals, 
that the Native Ame11cans of 4 regional tribes 
meet monthly on first Wednesdays to suppo1t 
one another and to move fo1wai·d as a commu­
nity. It was sti·essed that Native Americai1s are 
now releai·ning the lai1dscape after having to 
leave. And ce1tainly, I have to say that the new 
ti'ibal ho11zon has put out its velvet ca1pet! 

It was tiuly a FESTIVE Fest! 
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OLD HOME from page B1 

including activities planned for 
eve1y day of the week, usually 
beginning on a Saturday. 

A welcoming committee met 
visitors at the rail station with some 
pomp and circmnstance, and took 
them to an official registration point 
and then to their lodging, either 
with family or friends or by some 
volunteer a1rnngement. A bonfire 
was held that night, with singing, 
and perhaps a band playing music. 

"Eve1y town, if it is any kind of 
town at all, possesses its band: and 
the band plays a most impo1tant 
pa1t in Old Home Week occasions," 
wrote Anderson. 

Church services prepared espe­
cially for the Old Home Week were 
especially treasured, according to 
Anderson. Secular activities would 
include a general meeting featw-ing 
notable speakers, a banquet, musi­
cal or litera1y exercises, and spo1ts. 

Picnics were a popular pastime, 
as were hose reel contests, pie-eat­
ing contests, dramatic pe1fo1manc­
es, yacht races, canoe carnivals, 
hayrack rides, clambakes, lawn par­
ties, teas, camera club exhibitions 
- and on and on. 

Roasting old chmns in speeches 
given during the picnic was popu­
lar. Town histories were written, 
historic markers created and in­
stalled in the form of tablets and 
boulders, special stamps and stick­
ers manufactured and distributed 
- Old Home Week infected almost 
eve1y medium of expression and 
popular pastime of the era. 

"A ve1y beautiful featw-e of the 
festival is the presentation of a ban­
quet or specially prepared cake ... to 
the oldest resident. ... Special enter­
taimnent for the children, to go the 

other extreme, are often held ... " 
Anderson wrote. 

No doubt this nostalgic craze 
also inspired donations of local ar­
tifacts to town libraiy musemn col­
lections. 

An ulterior motive, according to 
Anderson's a1ticle, is to inspire the 
well-to-do class to "signify their ap­
preciation of the friendly Old Home 
Week invitation by sending here 
and there a substantial check for a 
new drinking fountain, a statue or 
memorial window in honor of some 
deceased wo1thy, a public park, a 
tablet for some historic landmai·k, 
or the liquidation of a burdensome 
church debt." 

A byproduct of the Old Home 
celebrations was that the towns 
did spruce themselves up quite a 
bit each year, stepping back and 
seeing themselves with fresh per­
spective and newfound civic pride. 
Gradually, these week-long cele­
brations whittled down to one long 
weekend or a day or two, generally 
in late August. 

Author Howard Mansfield, writ­
ing about Old Home Days in his 
book The Same Ax, T.vice, charac­
terizes the aims of the movement 
thusly: 

"New England has been shaped 
into the idealized American home: 
the home for Thanksgiving, for 
Christmas, and the picturesque 
scene for summer and fall. The 
good roads deliver millions to these 
scenes of home. From Frank Rollins 
and his generation we have inherit­
ed a useful sentimentality. We have 
the Old Home in Hustleville." 

Mansfield also notes that in his 
research of early celebrations, none 
of the issues of the day that occu­
pied tum-of-the-centmy reformers 
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Come celebrate with Aya 
and Jason of ope,tum (who 
readers of tbe Montague 

Reporter will recognize as tbe 
creators of Weird Healing) as 
tbey complete their 12-year cycle! 
They will be sha,ing new and 

old attwork, a lot of animation, 
and ojf ering a wide va,iery of 

snacks on Monda)) August 29 
at 6 p.m. at Jaume I, a pop-up 

gallery located at 14 Miles Street 
in Greenfield. See operturn.org 

far more information. 

were touched upon in Old Home 
Day orations: "strikes, busts, tem­
perance, wealth and pove1ty, child 
labor, immigration, race ... Though 
the subject is home, few women 
ever get to speak .... " Attendees 
were in search of the "one small, 
unchanging place to sit awhile and 
regain their balance." 

And while some, like Governor 
Rollins, believed the evils of the 
city could be remedied by a ru­
ral Utopia, there were others who 
were outspoken on the grotesque 
aspects of village life during this 
saine period. 

(Rollin Lynde Ha1tt, a minister 
who led a congregation in Lever­
ett in the late 1890s, wrote a thor­
ough denunciation of the tiny town 
- thinly disguised as "Sweet Au­
burn" - in two 1899 New England 
Magazine articles. We may take the 
oppo1tunity to examine these criti­
cisms here at a later date.) 

In a recent Almanac of Frank­
lin County Towns published by 
the Greenfield Recorder, only four 
towns still listed an Old Home Day 
celebration in the "Things to Do" 
colmnn: Wendell, Wa1wick, Mon­
tague and Rowe. (New Salem and 
Deerfield hold them, too.) 

Other recuning events may be 
serving as return points for those 
far away, such as the county fair, 
annual races on roads and rivers, 
parades, Thanksgiving time, music 
and craft festivals like July's Green 
River Festival, block parties and 
the like. 

Do fo1mer residents still come 
home to Montague and Wendell dur­
ing Old Home Day celebrations? If 
someone would like to share an Old 
Home Days story with our 
readers, we'd love to hear it! u 
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Year of the Monkey: 
Music, Magic, Arts 
and Fun in Wendell 

The Bear Mountain Bf!>'s plqy last year's Old Home Dqy. 

By KAREN COPELAND 

WENDELL - Once again, cre­
ativity, music, magic, friendships 
old and new, and fun are the stai·s 
at Wendell Old Home Day this Sat­
urday, August 20, the Year of the 
Monkey, at the town common in 
"downtown" Wendell. 

To kick off the fun, kids of all 
ages are encouraged to join in the 
Kids Pai·ade, beginning between 
10:30 and 11 a.m. Meet at the town 
hall, and bring your best monkey 
antics and costumes of any kind, 
and musical instiuments! 

As always, local creativity and 
talent are abundant in this magical 
little town. There are always tag 
sales galore, including the HUGE 
Wendell Libra1y tag sale, plus kids' 
games and activities. 

Local farmers keep eve1yone 
happy at the Farmers Market. There 
are tons of crafts, including the fa­
mous Domia Hom's tee-shi1ts; mas­
sage and healing demonsti·ations; 
foods from local faim heroes Di­
emand Fann; Wendell Fire Depa1t­
ment bar-b-q, and others. 

This year, a special photography 

exhibit of Old Home Day scenes by 
Tamai·a Matosic will be held in the 
Town Hall. 

Wendell is known throughout the 
valley as a musical haven, and this 
yeai·'s musical lineup will prove it 
hue. Music begins at noon, with Air 
Mover Machine including Deb and 
Rik Rolski. The music continues all 
afternoon with Mother Turtle, and 
Crow's Rebellion with Steve Crow, 
Pete Kim, and Joe Fitzpatrick. 

A couple of new musically excit­
ing additions this year include "Mag­
ic Mojo" with Jeffi·ey Bauman, Jef­
frey Hoffman, Bmce Kahn, and Fred 
Sweitzer. Local hero Gail'ett Sawyer 
will be on the bass in The Red Bai1d, 
joined by Ajika ai1d Canie Ferguson. 
Rounding out the celebration, The 
Beai· Mom1tain Boys featmmg Peny 
Howa1th will bring the blues into 
Wendell in full color. 

Always expect musical surprises 
in this town full of musicians - lis­
ten for the music and follow your 
ears, you'll get here! 

For more infonnation, call Kar­
en at (978) 544-7352 orkckeepthe­
beat@yahoo.com 
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Esta es la pagina en espafiol del periodico The Montague Repo1ter. Aqui podran encontrar cuestiones acerca de la 
conmnidad hispana, eventos de interes, cmiosidades, y noticias en espafiol. Si quiere colaborar o compaitir 

alguna sugerencia, envienos m1 coll'eo electronico a: spanish@montaguereporter.org. Esperamos su participacion. 

M6nica Puig: 
Oro para Puerto Rico. 

i\16nica Puig con su medal/a de oro. 

Por VICTORIA MAILLO 

Pue1to Rico empezo a participar en los Jue­
gos Olimpicos de verano de 1948 en Londres, 
y en total ha participado en 17 ocasiones, y 
en seis ocasiones en los de invierno. Monica 
Puig ha sido la ganadora de la primera meda­
lla de oro en la disciplina de tenis al de1TOtar 
a la alemana Angelique Kerber. La boricua es 
tambien la flamante primera mujer que gana 
una medalla par-a Pue1to Rico. 

Puig, que tiene 22 afios, nacio en San Juan, 
pero crecio en Miami al trasladarse su fami­
lia a vivir alli. Monica visita regulaimente la 
isla pai·a visitar a sus abuelos y comer todo lo 
que le esta prohibido dmante sus duros entre­
namientos. 

Empezo a jugar al te1lis cuando tenia seis 
afios y rapidamente se dio cuenta de que ese 
era su destino. Le encanta el depo1te, viajar y 
llevai· los colores de la bandera de Pue1to Rico 
por el mm1do. 

En el afio 2010 gano su primer torneo im­
portante en una gira por Sudamerica. Su trim1-
fo no ha sido foci! ya que para conseguir la 
medalla tuvo que veneer a Kerber, la segunda 
en el ranking mundial y a la espafiola Gai·bifie 
Muguruza. Ha sido su primera pa1ticipacion 
en unos Juegos Olimpicos y ocupa el numero 
34 en el ranking mundial. 

En las Olimpiadas de 1992 en Barcelona, 
Gigi Fernandez boricua de nacimiento gano 
una medalla de oro en tenis, pero pa1ticipo con 
el equipo de los Estados Unidos. 

La medalla de Puig llega despues de me­
ses en los que Pue1to Rico solamente aparecia 
en las noticias con relacion a su grave crisis 
economica. Mo1lica ha devuelto la alegria a 
los boricuas y la esperanza de lo que se puede 
lograr si se lucha por ello. La isla ha hecho 
suyo el lema de Monica: hay que picar mucha 
piedra para ganai·. 

Dos convenciones, un posible 
vicepresidente, y una inala traduccion. 
Por VICTORIA MAILLO 

Desde la ultima pagina en es­
pafiol, alla por el mes de junio, 
han tenido lugar las convencio­
nes de los dos grandes pa1tidos 
que concmTen a las proximas 
elecciones. 

Y como hemos apuntado en 
otras ocasiones los latinos van a 
tener un gran poder de decision 
en las proximas elecciones pre­
sidenciales. 

Entre las dos convenciones 
hay un nexo de union que es 
el uso de la lengua espafiola. 
Segun datos del lnstituto Cer­
vantes, Estados Unidos es el 
segundo pais en nfunero de ha-
blantes de espafiol como primera lengua. 
Hay 41 millones de hablantes de espai1ol y 11 
millones que son bilingties. 

Vayamos primero con la convencion re­
publicana celebrada en Cleveland a la que 
asistieron 2.472 delegados, de los cuales 133 
se identificaron como latinos. Algm1os de los 
delegados po1taban ca1teles en los que se po­
dia leer "Latinos para Trump". 

Las reacciones no se hicieron esperar en las 
redes sociales. Primero aparecieron comenta­
rios acerca del aspecto fisico de los portado­
res, que distaba mucho de pai·ecer latino. En 
segundo lugar, all'eciaron las cliticas acerca 
del texto escrito en espafiol en los carteles. 

La traduccion del ingles "Latinos for 
Trump" que aparecia en las pancartas no era 
coll'ecta. La confusion entre las preposicio­
nes por y para es com(m entre los estudiantes 

dicha lengua en un afan del par­
tido democrata de atraer a los 
votantes latinos. 

Ante ello, una colaboradora 
politica de la cadena CNN, 
Scottie Nell Hughes, paitidai·ia 
del candidato republicano 
Donald Tmmp, critico el discurso 
bilingtie en ingles yen espafiol de 
Tim Kaine haciendo comentarios 

0 
en que dejaba entrever que 

b hablai· espafiol implica ser menos 
:,: 

~ estadounidense. 
~ Anadio otro comentario en el 
~ que decia que no habia necesi­

"°4111•-1.I~ tado m1 traductor para entender 
.., el discurso del candidato repu-

Pancattas en la convencion republicana. 

de espai1ol. 
Para expresa finalidad, destino, o destina­

tario. Por significa en favor de, a traves de, 
y causa o motivo. Hay verbos que exigen la 
preposicion por, por ejemplo: luchar por algo 
o por alguien, y votar· por un partido o por m1a 
persona. Por lo tai1to, por hubiera sido la elec­
cion coll'ecta a la hora de traducir el texto del 
ingles. Si alguien me hubiera pregm1tado, yo 
hubiera elegido la preposicion con que indica 
colaboracion y apoyo. 

En la convencion democrata, Tim Kaine, 
ex-gobernador de Virginia, fue elegido por 
Hillary Clinton como posible vicepresidente 
si la senadora llegase a la Casa Blanca. Kaine 
paso algunos meses de su vida con los jesui­
tas en Honduras ejerciendo como maestro y 
habla espai1ol. 

De hecho, se presento con un discmso en 

blicano o que quizas debe1ia ver 
mas episodios de Dora la Explo­

radora para poder entender el discurso del se­
gundo de a bordo en el pa1tido democrata. 

Hughes pidio perdon mas tai·de en su cuen­
ta de Twitter, aunque sus disculpas tampoco 
fueron muy bien acogidas por el electorado 
hispano. 

Antes de que Kaine fuese elegido, sonaron 
otros nombres relacionados con los latinos 
en EEUU. Uno de ellos fue Julian Castro que 
habia conseguido grandes logros en vivien­
da p(1blica, pero fue descartado por no hablai· 
suficientemente bien espanol y esto le pod1ia 
hacer parecer menos latino. 

La eleccion de Tim Kaine ha traido con­
sigo alabanzas a su dominio del dominio del 
espafiol. 6Significa esto que es mejor el es­
pafiol, aunque no sea perfecto, que habla un 
no nativo que el espafiol no perfecto de un 
hablante de herencia? El debate esta servido. 

OPINION 

Festival de 
Pocuintuck 
Hoinelands 

El sabado 6 de agosto se celebro en 
Unity Park el festival de Pocumtuck 
Homelands. Este es el tercer afio con­
secutivo que se celebra este festival 
que quiere homenajeai· la cultma nativo 
americana y hacernos pensar sobre las 
consecuencias de una llistoria no tan le­
jana. Paseando a la orilla del Iio podias 
encontrar musica en vivo, llistorias de 
tradicion oral, aitesania, actividades para 
nifios, bailes y lecciones de historia. 

El lugar elegido para el festival, a lo 
largo de la orilla del rio Collllecticut, no 
es casual. Era un espacio al que los nati­
vos llamaban Peskeompskut y su punto 
de encuentro. 

Tainbien en ese lugar tuvo lugai· una 
cmenta batalla conocida como la Bata­
lla de Turners Falls o Masacre de Pes­
keompskut. La batalla tuvo lugar en 
mayo de 1676 durante la gue1rn de King 
Philip y en la que el capitan William 
Turners, miembro de las tropas inglesas, 
ataco el asentamiento de nativo america-
110s que en ese momento no disponia de 
grandes metodos de defensa. 

La gran mayoria de los habitantes, 
incluidos mujeres y nifios, murieron en 
ese lugar. Algunos pocos consiguieron 
escapar y se reagrupai·on para defender­
se consiguiendo plantar· cara los colo­
nos ingleses. 

En esa segunda emboscada el capitan 
Turners perdio la vida a manos de los na­
tivos americanos y se dio su nombre a 
las catai·atas que existian en ese lugai· y 
pasaron a llamai·se Turners Falls. 

El festival quiere educar a la pobla­
cion acerca de la llistoria de los nativos 
americanos, muchas veces olvidada en 
los libros de llistoria, y al mismo tiempo 
concienciar acerca del respeto por la na­
turaleza que nos rodea. 

Siempre me ha llainado la atencion lo 
poco que los libros de historia, los perio­
dicos hablan de la historia nativo aineri­
cana. Por ejemplo, para hacer el examen 
para obtener la nacionalidad estadouni­
dense, se deben estudiai· cie1tos pasajes 
de la historia de EEUU. Se hace mencion 
a la Guell'a Civil, a la Gue1n de la Inde­
pendencia, a la lucha por los Derechos 
Civiles, pero 1li una sola palabra sobre 
este tema. Es un tema tabu del que no se 
podia hablai· abie1tamente. 

Poco a poco esta actitud esta cainbian­
do y festivales como Pocmntuck Home­
lands hace que esta pa1te de la historia 
y de la cultura que f01ma este pais sea 
reconocida y tenga su merecido valor. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING EVENTS 

EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel­
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. 
Musicians of all levels welcome 
to play traditional Irish music. 
10:30 a.m. 

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH 

Carnegie Library: Outside the 
Lines! Last Monday of each 
month. Adult Coloring Group. 
Supplies provided. 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY 

Arts Block (4th floor), Green­
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages 
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30 
a.m. to noon. 

2nd St. and Ave A, Turners Falls: 
Farmers Market. 2-6 p.m. 

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAY 

Hubie's Tavern: Open Mic. 6 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 

--JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Derek Bridges. Live acoustic 
guitar. 7 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Watchdog Open Mic. All 
musIcIans, comedians, and 
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Brute's Irish Band. 
Food carts supplement the local 
beer. 6 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Story 
Hour. Stories and hands-on arts 
& crafts. 10 a.m. to noon. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

EVERY SATURDAY 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Kidleidoscope. Science fun for 
kids. 10:30-11 :30 a.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Artspace, Greenfield: Retrospec­
tive: Local New England Views. 
Paintings by Charles Unaitis. Art­
ist reception Friday 9/9, 5-7 p.m. 
Exhibit 8/22 through 9/16. 

Forbes Library, Northampton: 
Local artist Nina Rossi joins two 
others for "Progressions" exhibit. 
Through August 31. 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Great Hall Art Display: Local 
Color. Jenny Tibbets presents 
paintings of local rural and urban 
landscapes. Through August 30 

Memorial Hall, Deerfield: Rel­
ics and Curiosities in Memorial 
Hall. Interesting objects such as 
wreaths made of human hair 
and weapons made from shark's 
teeth. Through October 30. $ 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Clouds. The "sky of mind" of 
three artists, Marjorie Morgan, 
Nina Rossi and Barbara Milot 
fill the Nook with sculpture, pen 
and inks, and small canvases. 
Through August 27. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Joining Heaven and Earth, 
drawings by Peter London. Art­
ist reception Saturday, August 6, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Also Janice So­
rensen's mixed media paintings 
Palimpsests. Through August 30. 

Sawmill River Arts Gallery at The 
Montague Mill, Montague: Sum­
mer Celebration. Featured art­
ists: Louise Minks, Roy Mansur, 
Christine Mero, Christine Peller­
in, Patricia Czepiel Hayes. Ex­
hibit runs through August 29. 

Shelburne Arts Co-operative, 
Shelburne Falls: On Pens and 
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Needles. Calligraphy and Fiber 
Art by Sandy Tobin. Artist's re­
ception, Sunday, August 7 from 2 
to 4 p.m. Through August 29. 

Wendell Free Library, Wen­
dell: Take Me to Your Leader: 
New paintings by Charlie Shaw. 
Through August 31. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 

Energy Park, Greenfield: 
2016 Coop Concerts present: 
Sue Krantz & Ben Tousley; 
Strawberry Afternoon; Small 
Change. 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Half-Shaved Jazz. 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Surly 
Temple. Jim Henry, Guy DeVito 
& Doug Plavin. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 

Montague Book Mill, Montague: 
Hannah Langly, funk and folk; 
The S/eepwells, R&R from 
CT; and Fissure Cat, blues to 
reggae. 8 p.m. $ 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
The Headband. Roots, reggae, 
soul driven funk. 8 p.m. 

Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Andrea Schiavelli and the Eyes 
of Love, David Kenneth Nance, 
Grape Room, Bastian Void, 
and Ryan Kayhart. Popular 
song performance with some 
challenging aspects plus one 
electronic noise act. All ages / 
substance free space. 8 p.m. $ 

Shutesbury Athletic Club, 
Shutesbury: Mark Nomad Band. 
8:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20 

Montague Green, Montague: 
Montague Old Home Days. 
Somethings for everyone. All 
day. 

Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Kidleidoscope. This week 
it's snakes! For children 3-6, 
siblings and friends welcome. 
10:30-11 :30. 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
The History of the Construction 
of Cabot Station with historian 
Ed Gregory. 1 p.m. 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Greenfield Gardens Youth 
Leaders Talent Show. 2 p.m. $ 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Shawn Byrne. Country pop. 
8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Shadow 
Twisters, Classic '60s & '?Os 
Rock. 8:30 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Trailer Park. 9 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Trees on the Trail. A walk to 
identify characteristics of our 
native trees that help keep our 
watershed healthy. Children 
with adults welcome. 10:30-
11 :30 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 

Arts Block, Greenfield: 
Pecha Kucha. Present 20 
images for 20 seconds each; 
any media. To sign up, contact 
paul@humanerrorpublishing. 7 
p.m. $ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Open Old-Time Music Session. 
8 p.m. 

Jaume I, Greenfield: Grape 
Room, Banny Grove, Joey Pizza 
Slice. 8 p.m., $ 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 

Energy Park, Greenfield: 2016 
Coop Concerts present Roland 
LaPierre, Jim Eagan, and Russ 
Thomas. 6 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Hill 
& Friends. Original rock w/Jen 
Spingla. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 

Greenfield: RPM Fest 2016. 
Three-day outdoor rock, punk, 
and metal festival featuring 37 
bands, free camping and more. 
See RPM Fest facebook for 
details.$ 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Legs Mature and the Floozies. 
lndie. 8 p.m. 

PioneerTaven, Millers Falls: End 
of the Summer Dance Party. DJ 
dance mix. 8 p.m. 

Shutesbury Athletic Club, 
Shutesbury: Empty Bottle 
Ramblers. Old-style Cajun music 
from SW Louisiana. 8:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Blue Groove Organ Quartet. 
9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

Discovery Center, Turners 
Falls: Kidleidoscope. This week 
it's skunks! For children 3-6, 
siblings and friends welcome. 
10:30-11 :30. 

Red Fire Farm, Montague: 16th 
Annual Tomato Festival. Tomato 
tastings, hay rides, cooking 
demonstrations, live music, 
crafters and a smorgasbord of 
local fare. Noon - 6 p.m. $ 

Greenfield: RPM Fest. See RPM 
Fest facebook for details.$ 

Mocha Mayas, Shelburne Falls: 
Lisa Marie Ellingsen, Americana 
blues, and guest Carolyn Walker, 
singer/songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Ashfield Lakehouse, Ashfield: 
Zydeco Connection. 8:30 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club, 
Turners Falls, 5 Town Festival. 
Fun for the whole family. 
Music by Trailer Park, Ruby's 
Complaint, Cooper Jones Band, 
The Staff, and more - magicians, 
street performers, food, and 
free parking. Event to benefit 
the Montague Reporter. Noon-8 
p.m. $. 

Greenfield: RPM Fest. See RPM 
Fest facebook for details.$ 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

B7 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 

Whately Chapel, West Whately: 
The Revelers. Louisiana Cajun, 
Zydeco, Swamp Pop, and 
Americana. 7:30 p.m. $ 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love. 
'60s and '?Os Gold. 8 p.m. 

Memorial Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

August 19 and 20, 7:30 p.m. 

MANWITHA 
MOVIE CAMERA 

Music at 7 p m , both nights. 
Jess Dow & Friends -

Vocals from Jazz to Celtic 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t~1.Jt r~,1 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Screec, Tumers !'alls 

Brick House Teen Center 

Drop-In hours 2:30 to 6 p.m. 

Mondavs through Fridavs 
J J 

Ages 9 to I 2 welcome 1vfo11da,rs: 

Dmp l~r for a pcrn11ss1011 slip! 

www.btickhouserommuniry.org 
413,1363-9576 

D~d~IIS 4.Q deck 
season! 

THURS. 8/18 7:30 FREE 

Half Shaved Jazz 

FRI. 8/19 & SAT 8/20 
no shows 

SUN 8/20 9pm FREE 

TNT Karaoke 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. Ml 
REIDEZVDUSTfMUOM 
TEL:413-863·ZB66 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

,0-= ~;;, Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving tile Area for ovei 25 yea1!' Certified• Bonaed• lnsu1P1f 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague S1roeI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

"""' " . 
• ,; .. ,j-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

LIC.ENSEO, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL. PHASES 

POWER WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PR£S10l!:NT 

2.40 GREENF1El..O ROAD• MONTAGUE. I/IA 01351 

F'HONE & FAX; 4 I 3•367•9896 • REl'/AISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

0 iftftiWNSEllfflRIGlnt 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ 'Jlll\£r{ Of 
Easy in"tov.n location ,~rrl$t -~ 
Secure 24-hour access fl,\C.U 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fll 
Conl.ruciors, Pico Marketers. Trod~show Vcno,,rs 

ru1d Art.is ts encouraged lo im1u ire 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

\Y~:ttHQ;l#i'tif 
,.....\.)- Sii«e 1910 ...... -. 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA • 413-863-4346 
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GARDENERS from page B1 

systems, he argues, average 13% 
higher water content: organically 
treated soil is more porous and 
thus holds more water, and humus 
glues soil particles together creat­
ing greater resistance to erosion by 
wind or water. 

Keeping a compost pile and 
spreading it on or into your garden 
makes di1t into soil. Using natural 
fe1tilizer like manure, and mulch­
ing your crops, are two other simple 
ways to replace lost carbon and hold 
in CO2. 

Thus, the same things which help 
you grow and eat healthier foods, are 
better for the planet! A simple but 
powerful thing! 

Given the weather of the last 
month or so, it's hard to deny that 
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ABOVE: Pam Allen of Turners Falls (center) has initiated three &tation Book 
groups involving over a dozen local artists, writers, and book lovers in recent years. 

we have severely impacted our environ-
Pam gave a presentation on the &tation Book groups at the Greenfield Public 

Library last Monday evening. Fellow participants Marion Gris111old, Vicki 
Citron, Anne Harding, Susan Farber, Gail Connor and Edite Cunha came 

to share their books and talk about their experiences in the group as 111elL 

ment and are indeed experiencing signifi-
cant global wanning. But we can have an 
impact, however small, on these changes and 
become healthier at the same time simply by 
driving less, walking or biking more, and grow­
ing and eating food in a way which feeds the soil 

and us organically. II~ 
Happy, healthy gardening! ti 

RIGHT: On Wednesdqy morning it was discovered that during 
the night, some dingus had driven a motor vehicle through the 

Third Street community garden in Turners Falls. Thry 
took out the 111ater spigot and wrecked a bunch of faod 

and beautiful flowers people have been 111orking 
super hard on. We hope nobot!J was hurt. 

~ 

A SPECIAL BONUS 

GARDENER'S COMPANION 

oceansme 
Dreams 

~ two occupants practically do-si-do 
• ~ in order to move around the kitch­

,. enette or the bathroom. That mat-

By LESLIE BROWN 

MONTAGUE CITY - At the 
steamy end of July, we drove a few 
hom-s to stop in Maine at the ocean, 
where there is always a cooling 
breeze. We occupied a small efficien­
cy one street away from the beach. 

The apaitment was so small that 

ters little, as each day began and 
ended walking by the ever chang­
ing tides and skies. 

One morning early we an-ived 
on the sand just in time to see 
a gentleman putting the finish­
ing touches on an enormous map 
of the United States, to scale and 
complete with each state's capital. 
Below the drawing he wrote "Cel-

ebrate America" and the date. 
Ken spoke with him and learned 

that this aitist has drawn this map at 
least ten thousand times, and during 
the school yeai· travels to teach el­
ementa1y children this geography. 

This creation soon became me­
morialized on cell phones. Small 
children stopped by to stand on their 
own state with pride, a pleasant anti­
dote to the morning paper's news of 
te1rnr abroad and at home. 

We ate fresh seafood often and lo­
cal com and blueben-ies, walked and 
walked and read. There was no wifi 
in the apaitment, so we went with­
out. We ventmed out on Route One 
only once. Now and again we put on 
a sweater. 

It was simple, restful and re-

freshingly cooler. 
Returning home we found string 

beans galore and the start of the best 
tomato season in yeai-s. 

Our first crop is the chenies: Sl.lll­
gold, for its tangy-sweet taste and 
prolific production. Next to 1-ipen is 
Jet Stai·, of which we shall have many, 
large and juicy tomatoes, pe1fect for 
slicing in sai1dwiches or for salad. 
Next to come on is the compact Early 
Girl, medium sized and Inild com­
pared to Jet Stai·'s bold flavor. 

Still to come are the huge Celeb-
1-ity and Rose tomatoes which will 
round out the season. We've had to 
water quite often, but the tomatoes 
seem to love the heat and hmnidity. 

Because we have harvested 
by scissors, leaving the roots and 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666 

Turners ~a/6 'PiZZII 1/oure 
Family Owned & Operated 

Serving Turner; Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave ArgtJ, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

AUGUST 18, 2016 

bottom leaves, we ai·e still enjoying 
Swiss chard, which has flourished 
despite the heat. 

Back in the weather steamer 
again, we liinit our garden work to 
early morning and late afternoon. 
Luckily, things 1-ipen on their own, 
including a couple of cucumbers and 
emerging baby pumpkins. After one 
night's thunderstorm, we see a beau­
tiful moon, three-quarte1-s full. 

It's mid-August and the season 
is already shifting. It's dark now by 
eight or so, and the morning sm1 is no 
longer up at five, with the cat. 

Heat and all, we will revel in this 
end of summer, with all the harvest 
it can bring. 

Happy garden harvest 
to all! 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
www.blrneralallsplzza.com 

119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834- 7569 
Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified ~~~~Mill I M~~mb~f Lf ~ff~ I J~J.~J~~ 

te)Husqvarna 
• Lt\wn T.r(lCtors 
• Snow Blowers 

• Rototillers 
• Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

• Lawn Mowers 

~=t]GRfEN RIVER POWERSPORTS 
1 Main Road (Rouie 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 

www.greenriverpowersports.com 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham S1reet 
TumersFalls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 
Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 
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(PY) PV Squared 
a worker-owned cooperative 

Your trusted partner in solar. 
Solar can be confusing So we make the process clear and simple. 
We're a worker-owned cooperative and Certified 8 Corp Which 

means we care about doing things nyht. And our team of S)(perts 1s 

here for you. Today, tomorrow, and down t111i roatl. 

www.pvsquared.coop 
413-772-8788 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Qr,'ri Jol1n9,011. CRrnOto,1 
Al3R, CRB, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I ':5 .f;(-, 's-97 g6 • Gerilohnson,1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Certified Refidential Specialist) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this JJl'Sti~ous designation. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'Our shiekf o/ 
dSStrance. Pul )'Ollr lrtiSI in lhc best 10 get die job cfore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfctring. ,lwar; choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS go ~rnl~ o& /'l'f>l'IIN1M, 

Oz 
tffll&MM\I 66 French King Rwy., Gill 
iilkiiiilii◄ (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

--■m,:,cfJ;j:a 
landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

~ - 1. 50 SHAN'A'H CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SuPP,11,Y Co. INc. 
SCSC MRock solid service with level advice" 

' .. oinplete Masonry Supply 
Offcrtng a complete line of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Foils 4-l 3-863--4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529S, Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 




