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WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Mass Resignation Upsets 
Wendell Broadband Effort 
By JOSH HEINEMANN 

The Wendell selectboard's first 
meeting of the fiscal year brought 
out ac1imonious disagreement over 
the board's decision to form two 
c01mnittees - one for operations, and 
one for constmction - to carry out 
the town's planned broadband proj
ect. Afte1ward, a number of broad
band committee members publicly 
announced their resignation, and all 
parties have been invited back to dis-

cuss the decision next Wednesday. 
Selectboard and broadband 

member Jeoffrey Pooser was not 
at the July 12 meeting, but when 
board chair Christine Heard and 
member Dan Keller made it clear 
that they were not going to change 
their decision, broadband members 
Ben Schwartz, Robin Heubel, Nan 
Riebschlaeger, Trevor Keams, and 
Robe1t Heller all said they would 
not se1ve on either committee. 

see WENDELL page AS 

Church Raises Funds After 
Farmworker's Tragic Death 

W ilver Perez; in a 2013 Facebook seljie. 

By MIKE JACKSON 

DEERFIELD - Wilver Perez, 
a 30-year-old Guatemalan man 
working in Nourse Fa1m's fields 
off McLelland Fann Road, lost his 
life on Saturday after he and fellow 
workers took a break to swim near 
the confluence of the Deerfield and 
Connecticut rivers. 

A spokesperson from the No1th
westem District Attorney's office 
said Perez had apparently been 
caught in an eddy and drowned, and 
that no foul play was suspected. 

Perez, a father of three, had been 
living in the Springfield area for 

about five years. 
His family in Guatemala hopes 

that his remains can be returned 
to his homeland for burial, and 
the church he attended in Spring
field, Iglesia Pacto Etemo, is 
helping to raise money to help 
them with the funeral costs. 
Donations can be made online at 
www.gofundme.com/2j7bvgs. 

"He was almost four years with 
the church," said Pastor Jilson Sa
lem. "He was one of our best mem
bers - he used to drive the van, and 
everyone got to know him. He was 
ve1y polite, ve1y friendly, and al
ways siniling." 

According to Pastor Salem, Perez 
worked picking strawben'ies, as he 
had eve1y summer since his anival 
in Massachusetts. In the winters, he 
found work shoveling snow. 

Salem said Perez was from San 
Marcos, across the Mexican border 
from Chiapas and a six-hour di'ive 
from the capital Guatemala City. 
One of his young daughters still 
lives in Guatemala. 

"They're very poor people in 
Guatemala," Pastor Salem said. 
"Any money we can raise for the 
family would be great." 

Chinese Middle Schoolers 
Get to Know Wendell 

JOSH HEINEMANN PHOTO 

The visiting students spread rock dust at the community garden. 

By KATIE NOLAN 

WENDELL - Sixty middle
school students from Beijing, who 
are studying at Kemsley Academy 
for three weeks, were introduced to 
the town on Saturday. 

Divided into groups of twenty, 
they paiticipated in a scavenger hunt 

at Wendell Free Libraiy, they met 
with local author Pain Richai·dson 
at the Center Cemetery for a discus
sion of local histo1y, and worked in 
the community garden. 

At the gai·den, the students spread 
three cubic yards of stone dust on 
the paths in the walking/omainental 
garden, cleaned up an abandoned 

BREAKFAST IN THE PARK 

Congressman Jim McGovern (left center) stopped by Uni!) Park on Mo11IU!J 
morning to visit the federal summer meals program operated by the Gill-Montague 
school district. Free breakfast is available to all children every morning at the park 
jieldhouse and Sheffield and Turners 'Falls High School cafeterias, and free lunch is 
served at those sites as well as Millers 'Falls' Highland Park and the Brick House 
in downtown Turners. The program is funded by the USDA, and McGovern and 

USDA undersecretary Kevin Co/cannon explained that the current!J proposed Child 
Nutrition reauthonzation could end the program in districts like Gill-Monta!Jie. 

BUNNIES IN THE ALLEYS 

Residents of Fourth Street in Turners 'Falls found these two rabbits, separate!Y, and 
brought them to the Dakin Humane Society in Leverett. 'Wild rabbits are alwqys 
that same kind of dusk;} brown colorin!,J" Dakin} marketing and communications 
manager, Lee Chambers, told us. "If you were to see one that doesn't fit that bil/4 iti 
certain!J good for people to intervene on their beha!f." Chambers said a third rabbit 

was turned in last week from Monta!Jie Center, but that it didn't seem unusuaL "Iti 
summertime, and thati alwqys a busier season for us, " she said. "Iti nature, and 

breeding rye/es are high for just about all of the animals that we take care of here. " 
If you lost your bunnies, or might want to adopt one, visit dakinhumane.org. 

PLAYING FOR PAINT 
/ ,rilJnd.f of the 

Josh Levangie of Wendell was one of ma'!Y pe,formers at the 
'Playingfor Paint" benefit concert last Sunday afternoon at the 

Deja Brew Pub, which raised monry to paint the Wendell Meetinghouse. 

plot and laid down cardboard and 
wood chips to create paths between 
individual garden plots. The com
munity gai·deners were impressed 
with how hard the students worked, 
and how much they accomplished. 

Academy director Mark Kemsley 
wrote in an email, "They were fas
cinated by what they leained at the 
cemete1y and even loved working 

in the garden. Most of them worked 
ve1y hard despite never having done 
that kind of work before. They also 
enjoyed the scavenger hunt for 
books in the libraiy." 

"Most of all they enjoyed meet
ing with, speaking with and work
ing alongside the great people of 
Wendell. I believe they'll remember 
the day for years to come." 

GILL SELECTBOARD 

Ward, Hastings 
Butt Heads Over 
Part-Time Police 
By KENT ALEXANDER 

The Gill selectboai·d met on July 
11 and, after considerable debate, 
re-appointed ten pa1t-time police 
officers. David Hastings, Gill's po
lice chief, had recoimnended the 
list of ten men and women, all of 
whom had previously se1ved as 
pa1t-time officers. 

But selectboard chair John Ward 
challenged Hastings over the neces
sity to reappoint everyone on the 
list, suggesting that the town could 
save money with a smaller coho1t 
ofpa1t-time officers. He also asked 
what kind of training the officers 
received. 

Chief Hastings responded that he 
did feel it was of utmost importance 
to reappoint eve1yone he put fo1ward. 
He noted that six officers on the list 
were academy-trained, and that none 
had received any complaints in the 
past 15 years. Hastings also told the 
board that he felt it imp01tant to keep 
a female officer on staff, to attend to 
issues that could ai'ise with searching 
female suspects. 

Selectboard member Greg Sne
deker asked how much each of the 
officers had worked in the past yeai·. 
Hastings responded that not eve1y
one had been "called out for shift 
work," but that they had been used 
for "special situations." He added 
that anyone who "went out on the 

see GILL page A4 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Will MBI Get 
A Better Deal 
for Montague? 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

"What I'm heai'ing is that MBI's 
going to sign a contract [ with Com
cast], but there will be no contrac
tual c01mnitment to a map of who 
we serve," said Rob Steinberg of the 
Montague broadband committee. 

"In the agreement, there will 
be a commitment to se1ve to the 
MBI's specification of a minimum 
of 96%,"replied Alecia Mathews, 
senior director of governmental and 
regulato1y affairs at Comcast. 

The exchange took place at the 
Montague selectboard meeting on 
July 11. MBI, or the Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute, is an indepen
dent state agency tasked to distrib
ute a lai·ge approp11ation to fund 
access to broadband internet se1vice 
in rural areas. They are looking for 
projects that would b11ng towns to 
a 1ninimum threshold of 96% of 
households connected. 

Much to the chag1'in of the 
town's broadband committee, MBI 
announced in June that they would 
award Montague's grant to Com
cast, which cmTently serves most 
Montague residents, rather than to a 
company called Mah'ix. Matrix, the 
broadband c01mnittee's prefened 
choice, had pr01nised to install more 
up-to-date fiber-optic cable, and to 

see ANALYSIS page A6 
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Don't Read the Comments 
Last Friday, Turkish president 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan beamed 
onto newscasters' smartphones via 
FaceTime from an undisclosed lo
cation to urge his coU11trymen to 
take to the streets and actively re
sist an attempted coup by a faction 
of the nation's milita1y. 

Calls to prayer rang out from 
mosques across the countiy in the 
middle of the night, and throngs of 
flag-draped AKP suppo1ters mobi
lized to wrest back public squares, 
bridges, government buildings and 
television stations from the con
fused foot soldiers of the failed 
conspiracy. 

Though Internet connectivity 
appears to have been deliberately 
throttled, and the world's press 
corps stiuggled to s01t out conflict
ing claims of conti·ol, anyone any
where with a mobile device could 
log into the free Periscope stream
ing app to find about 70 users in Is
tanbul, and another 45 or so in An
kara, broadcasting the U11folding 
historic events as they happened. 

They could also pa1ticipate 
with other viewers in text chat. 
Some typed, What is happening? 
Others opined, Erdogan is a dic
tator. Before it was clear that the 
plot was doomed, some asked of 
the chanting crowds, Coup sup
porters or no? 

And if they weren't answered: 
Speak English! 

What is it about the anival of 
science-fiction technology that 
seems to make so many users re
gress to sputte1ing, medieval toad
ies? What, exactly, is the tluill in 
beaming into a passionate, angry 

foreign crowd and scrawling the 
message kill all protesters! on an 
internet restroom wall? 

We'd better figure it out quickly. 
In the last seven years - that's seven 
- access to the Internet has spread 
from about a qua1ter of the planet's 
population to just about half. (Sony, 
East Chestimt Hill Road!) 

And while it can empower con
nection and serve as a life-saving 
network for misfits in intolerant 
hometowns, it also provides a ven
ue in which hatreds, prejudices and 
antagonisms of eve1y stiipe collide 
- and confum one another. 

The increasing frequency of 
"lone wolf attacks" - in which an
giy and abandoned men discover 
or assemble some ideology using 
online to justify a mass murder - is 
one expression of this impulse. 

Another is the belief that the 
protection against such excess and 
unreason can be found in exces
sive, unreasonable state power: 
waterboard 'emf Build a wall and 
make 'em pay! Lock her up! 

As it tums out, the crisis of tech
nocratic globalism is not producing 
welcoming, affordable, safe and 
healthy local commllllities. It is 
merely b1inging all of civilization's 
worst goblins out of their caves. 

Communication technology 
cannot, by itself, bringjustice; it en
ables us to demand it. And neither 
can it bring peace - but it does give 
us a new oppo1tllllity to build it. 

Wtll 2016 mark the year in which 
the ugly spectacle of reaction final
ly inspires us to begin the difficult 
work of building cultural bridges? 

Click "like" if you agree! 
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es 
Support for 

Shakespeare 
Youth Program 

I write as the parent of a child who has paiticipated 
in two Yollllg Shakespeare Players East performances, 
and is signed up for another. YSP has been a transfor
mative experience for my child, instilling self-confi
dence, experience working as pait of a cohort, and ai1 
appreciation of complex literature. 

A major component of the YSP program is that the 
productions are a collective effort of the yollllg casts 
themselves, led by a team of 5-6 teenaged apprentice 
directors who ai·e veterans of the program. The ve1y 
nature and mission of the program entails that these 
highly responsible apprentice directors ai·e sometimes 
entrusted to run reheai·sals without an adult immedi
ately present. 

The tiny number of adult volllllteer staff are gen
erally moving about the pa1ts of the theater work
ing with multiple casts and tech crews, or otherwise 
supporting the program. It is neither guaranteed nor 
expected that any one child will be constantly super
vised by an adult. Families enrolling their students in 
the program understand and agree to this. 

In response to a family who wished to enroll their 
child with a severe nut allergy in the progi·am, the pro
gi·am director agi·eed to make the progi·am nut-free, and 
for the two pem1anent volunteer staff to leam how to 
administer epinephrine should it be needed. Given the 
structure of the progi·am, however, she could not, and 
did not, guarai1tee that one of these adults would con
stai1tly be in her child's presence. 

For a progi·am designed to be rll1l p1imaiily for and 
by underaged paiticipai1ts, with backgi·olllld suppo1t 
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Leners to 
the Editors 

Great Issue! 
Just wanted to drop a quick line to let you know 

how much your publication means to me. It's one of 
my favo1ite things about living in Franklin County, 
where I've been located for three yeai·s now. 

I really enjoy the content, and look fo1wai·d to 
regulai· features like the police logs, Ope1tura 's 
"Weird Healing," the Gardener :S Companion, and 
the cosmic Pet of the Week comer . 

I especially have enjoyed reading the West 
Along The River series, and all of the histo1ical and 
geological rep01ting y'all do on the histo1y of the 
area we call home. 

I'm also really excited by any repo1ting the 
MR does on science, the environment, style, ait & 
music, ai1d the esoteric. Tia Fattaiuso's a1ticle this 
week, "Healing With Solllld," really strnck a chord 
with me. I also recently read Bruce Watson's new 
book Light, and was excited to see a review of his 
book in my local paper. 

Thanks to your paper, I feel like I'm more tlllled 
in with my community, familiar faces, and cmTent 
events. I love the Montague Reporter, look for
ward to Thursdays when it usually comes out, and 
often share it with fiiends and family who don't 
live around here, as well as encourage local folks 
to subsc1ibe to it. 

Thanks for all you do, keep up the good work! 
Warmly, 

Haley Morgan 
Greenfield 

and oversight from a tiny volllllteer adult staff, it would 
be unreasonable, if not impossible, to constantly have a 
trained adult in the presence of ai1y one child. 

The website of the ADA concurs with this conclu
sion even when addressing child care centers - which 
YSP is definitively not, and for which the bar is pre
sumably higher - stating that " ... the ADA generally 
does not require centers to hire additional staff or pro
vide constant one-to-one supervision of a pa1ticular 
child with a disability." 

To require the prograin - which has no paid staff 
- to guarantee the constant adult supervision of any 
one child would constitute a fundamental alteration of 
the progi·am - which the ADA specifically does not re
quire of businesses and organizations. (See Wlvw.ada. 
govlchildqanda.htm) 

YSP is a fantastic program, and I would wish for 
any interested and motivated child to be given the op
portunity to participate. In this instance, I feel confi
dent that the organization offered reasonable accom
modations to provide this opportunity. 

Emily Alling 
Tw·ners Falls 

July 28: A Call for Conversation Poem: ''Such 
Challenging Times'' 

By MIKE JACKSON 

GREENFIELD - ''This is the time -
right now - to tty to get the conversation 
out there," says Keyediya Jacobs. "Be
fore things get worse, or things kind of 
blow over, and we never get the chance 
to see how people ai·e feeling, or get to 
express what we ai·e feeling." 

Jacobs is inviting people to have a 
public discussion in the meeting room at 
Green Fields Market next Thursday, July 
28 from 6 to 8 p m. 

She envisions the event to be the first 
of a monthly, facilitated discussion on a 
se1ies of social topics, and the topic for 
this month will be race. 

"If people were more open to having 
conversations, then we can get some of 
the issues we're having secretly out," 

she says, "and work toward making 
things better for the commllllity, and 
maybe even for the world." 

Jacobs hopes to host an open-end
ed conversation, without "any type of 
hate-mongering or fear-mongering," 
from what she desc1ibes as "a stand
point of someone who's been Black 
for 28 years" in western Massachusetts 
- growing up and going to high school 
in Sp1ingfield, and moving to Franklin 
Collllty to sta1t a family. 

"Because we don't have a big Black 
presence [here], people don't U11derstand 
why things ai·e going so haywire in the 
urban commllllities," Jacobs explains. 

"And I love this area of Massachu
setts - I feel like it has a lot to offer, 
especially when it comes to sustainable 
fa1ming ... All of these positive things I 

think go on in the community. 
"But once I sta1ted working with the 

community, I sta1ted seeing a different 
side ofthis world ... I don't even know 
how to put it, this feeling of not being 
accepted for certain things: things like 
skin color, things that I can't change. 

''There's this quiet acceptance ... when 
these things go on, [people] don't neces
sa1ily say things that they should say." 

Jacobs, who works at the market, is 
calling the event "Let's Be Honest." 

"I've taken the initiative to take on 
the conversation," she says. "I don't 
know how it's going to go ... 

"I expect it to go freely, and openly." 

Green Fields Market is located at 
144 Main Street in Greenfield. 

Our communities are shaken as we shed so many tears 
the c1isis around us that cause us such ongoing fear 
over and over the noise of the world in our bmning ears 
we are longing for those that have been so deai· 

events that cause us to shed so mai1y many tears 
We look to leaders about violence in ai10ther year 
seeking joint solutions with so mai1y that are here 

the tears, the fears, buming ears, 
just hopeful for better years 
May we find courage, strength 
and the power to shake hands and become one. 

BettyTegel 
Turners Falls 

This poem was submitted as a Letter to the Editors. 
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z 
~ The Great Falls Discove1y Cen
~ ter's summer events include the 
l;; 
3 popular "River Rambles Canal-
i side Rail Trail Walk" on Sunday, 
~ July 31. 
:3 Meet outside of the main en-

LOCAL BRIEFS ~ trance at 10:30 a.m. and join a DCR 
~ Pai·k Interpreter as you leisurely 
.., explore level, paved bike trails and 

The Massachusetts Division of 
Fish and Wildlife and the Depa1t
ment of Conse1vation Recreation 
are planning a ve1y special activity 
for children, which will encourage 
them to seek more in-depth infor
mation from vendors and present
ers about the cultural offerings of 
the day. 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

Head over to the Greenfield 
Savings Bank in 1\uners Falls this 
Saturday, July 23, at 10 am. to join 
Lisa McLoughlin from the Nolum
beka Project (and the Montague 
Reporter's own monthly Science 
Page editor) as she explores the re
lationship between nature and cul
ture over time right in our backyard, 
the Connecticut River Valley. 

McLoughin 's presentation high
lights the relationship between 
people and the environment, with 
an emphasis on how we all can 
treat and preserve our wonderful 
river valley. 

Light refreshments provided, in 
comfortable air conditioning. No 
reservations required. 

The Friends of the Town of 
Montague Libraries will present 
a showing of the little-known Up
per Fall River Dam. The program 
will follow the Friends of the Li
brary annual meeting. Ed Gregory 
will offer an inter-active, visual 
program showing the dam and its 
smrnunding area on Thursday, July 
28, at 6:30 p.m. at the Carnegie 
Public Libraiy in Turners Falls. 

The program is free and open to 

the public. Light refreshments will 
be served, courtesy of the Friends 
of the Libraries. 

Do you have a burning desire 
to learn how to play the ukulele? 
Well, here is your chance! The Eiv
ing Public Libraiy is offering les
sons on Thursday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:30 pm. on July 28, Au
gust 4, and August 18. 

Registration is required. Call 
(413) 423-3348. 

No Strings Marionettes Pup
pets present "Treasure Hunt" at 
Peskeompskut Park on Friday, July 
29, staiting at 10:30 am. The show 
will be inside the Carnegie Li
bra1y if the weather is unpleasant. 
This program is supported by the 
Friends of the Libraries. 

It's that time of year again! Sat
urday the 30th is Christmas in July 
at the Franklin County Boat Club. 

There will be a decorative, float
ing Christmas parade at Barton 
Cove, followed after 9 p.m. by a 
fireworks display, visible and au
dible from both sides of the river 
in Gill and Turners Falls. Don't be 
ala1med, it's only Christmas! 

village sidewalks to explore stories 
of industrialization, cultural and 
natural histo1y, and resilience along 
the Connecticut River and Turners 
Falls Power Canal. 

After the walk, enjoy the air con
ditioning of the GFDC and the beau
tiful landscaping of the grounds. 
For folks who have not been to the 
downtown ai·ea this smmner, there 
is now an ice cream establishment 
right next to the center. (Sounds like 
a pleasant summer morning - a lei
surely walk, AC and ice cream!) 

Save the date: For the third year, 
the Pocumtuck Homelands Fes
tival will be held at Unity Park in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, August 
6, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The Festival 
will offer programming and activi
ties of interest to all ages. 

Hands-on experiences with 
priinitive arche1y with Walt "Two 
Horses" Otten will be available 
throughout the day, as well as flint 
knapping demonstrations by Rich
ai·d Kem, who also makes bows 
and many other traditional crafts. 

Barbara Giainmai·ino, a Penob
scot hoop dancer, will pe1form at 
2 p.m., and at the end of the per
fo1mance she will give children an 
opportunity to try hoop dancing for 
themselves. 

Wildlife rehabilitators Medicine 
Mammals are bringing their tipi and 
traditional children's games, plus a 
couple of sto1y telling sessions at 
12:15 p.m. and 3 pm. This year, 
children will also have the oppor
tunity to make deer antler whistles 
($2 fee) at 1 pm. There will be mu
sic throughout the day provided by 
five diverse perfo1mance groups. 

The event is free, and eve1yone 
is welcome. 

As a way of bringing public a1t 
into the community and enhancing 
our local sense of place, a newly
fo1med community organization, 
the Millers Falls Improvement 
Association, is organizing a mural 
painting activity in Millers Falls on 
Saturday, August 20 and Sunday, 
August 21. 

Altists of all ages, shapes and 
sizes are encouraged to pa1ticipate. 
There will be a community meeting 
to notify the neighborhood about 
the proposed ai·twork, and answer 
questions prior to the mural paint
ing event. Please watch for posters 
at the Millers Falls Libraiy, or visit 
wwwjacebook. comlrnillersfalls for 
more infonnation. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

Turners Falls High School Sports: Year In Review 
By MATT ROBINSON 

The 2015/16 sp01ts year was 
filled with excitement, disappoint
ment, victories and defeat. New kids, 
many of whom had never played on 
the vai-sity level, had to step up and 
fill slots of graduated seniors, and 
at the end of the yeai·, we had to say 
goodbye to men and women who 
graduated in 2016. 

Throughout the year, I had the 
privilege and honor of attending 
more than 80 games, matches, and 
meets played by Tmne1-s Falls High 
School athletes. 

Fall Sports 
Field Hockey. I hadn't attended a 

field hockey game since my mother 
coached for Tmners, so when I went 
to one this yeai·, I had a lot of ques
tions for the Field Hockey Dads in 
attendance. 

Such as, do they play three peri
ods, like ice hockey? 

The Dads were very patient, and 
answered my questions with good 
hmnor. I did manage to learn the 
mies as I watched and asked ques
tions, and I knew some of the girls 
and their parents from other sports. 
(I didn't have a roster.) 

Although the Tmne1-s Falls Field 
Hockey Indians had a losing record, 
both Sabrina Petrowicz and Cassid
he Wozniak were nained to the all
league squad. 

The 2016 tea.in will compete with
out the talents of three young ladies 
who graduated this year: Rileigh Cai·
lisle, Petrowicz, and Maggie Sroka. 

Golf Although Tmners will lose 
only one senior from its 2015 golf 
team, that senior is Ryan Lenois. 

Mr. Lenois was the number 1 

golfer for Tmne1-s. He shot an 82 
at the State Championship, shared 
the individual crown in the Western 
Mass D3 Golf Sectionals with a 78, 
was honored by McDonald's as a 
student athlete, and was selected to 
the PVIACAll-League team. 

One golfer who should be back 
this year is Travis Cutting, who was 
given Honorable Mention to the 
PVIACAll-League team. 

Volleyball. The Lady Indians had 
a ve1y successful season, finishing 
with a record of 12 matches to 7, and 
winning the No1them Class with a 
record of 9-1 before being eliminat
ed by Mount Greylock in the second 
round of the playoffs. 

Jordyn Fiske led the team in aces 
with 33, followed by Sienna Dillens
neider (30) and Jessica Lloynd (28). 
Fiske also had the most kills, with 
53. Hailey Whipple (41) and Tess 
Hunter (36) round out the top three 
kille1-s. The Tribe loses three senio1-s 
from this yeai·'s squad: Nadia Hasan, 
Lloynd, and Whipple. 

Football. Coach Pat Riley regis
tered the trademark "Three-peat". 
I'm wondering if Coach Chris 
Lapointe could register the po1tman
teau "Five-peat". 

On Thanksgiving, Tmners Falls 
beat the Greenfield Green Wave for 
the fifth consecutive year. Of com-se, 
in 2016, Powertown will play Green 
twice in the regular season, so it will 
be interesting if that will influence 
their traditional rivahy. 

Although Blue isn't the biggest 
tea.in in the valley, they continue to 
have a very successful program. In 
2015, they were ranked nmnber 1 
in the D4 West bracket, and Tan
ner Castine, Colby Dobias, Quinn 

Doyle, Jalen Sande1-s, and Cullen 
Wozniak were all named to the All
Western Mass Division VI first team, 
while Jack Darling was named to the 
second team. 

And although Tmners is los
ing Dobias, Akeeva Forcier, Trevor 
Mankowsky, Sande1-s and Wozniak 
to graduation, the future looks bright 
for the Gridiron Tribe, with many 
kids returning to the squad - includ
ing Darling and Doyle, who just com
pleted a training camp at UMass. 

Winter Sports 
Boys Basketball. Although Tmn

ers had lost three starte1-s from the 
previous year, the 2015/16 Power
town Cagers made the playoffs and 
won in the first round. But with a new 
yeai·, more seniors say goodbye. 

Star fo1ward Jalen Sande1-s, who 
averaged more than 17 points per 
game, is one of those seniors. Cap
tain Sanders was nained to the All
Western Mass Division IV team, the 
All-Franklin tea.in, and the Basket
ball Hall of Fame Western Massa
chusetts Senior All-Star squad. 

The other seniors who left are Col
by Dobias and Trevor Mankowsky. 

But with four starte1-s retmning 
- including Josh Obochowski, who 
received honorable mention on the 
All-Western Mass team - Power
town should be in good shape next 
season. 

Girls Basketball. For the fa-st time 
in over 20 years, the 2016 Lady Indi
ans made the playoffs. 

And although they lost Nadia 
Hasan, who played on the All-Star 
team, Powertown has a young, 
talented squad, including Maddy 
Chmyzinski, who already has 645 
points and still has two more years 

left of high school play. 

Girls Swimming. Mackenzie 
Phillips was the only senior on the 
2015/16 squad, but they will sorely 
miss her. Ms. Phillips led the team 
with a time of 28.02 in the 50-yai·d 
freestyle event, and was pait of the 
200-yai·d freestyle relay and 200-
yard medley relay teams. 

Other ladies who stood out this 
year include Jordin Muniz, Olivia 
Whittier, Jade Tyler, Allison Wheel
er, Karissa Olson, Kate Gai·cia, and 
Melissa Hersey. 

Boys Swimming. Both Jay Fritz 
and Riley Palmer graduated this 
year, and both did well in the pool, 
competing in the Western Mass tour
nament. 

Cameron Bradley, Ed Reipold 
and Nick Taylor also swam in the 
tomnament. 

Ice Hockey. The Tmners Falls 
Hockey team is an amalgamation of 
boys from Franklin Tech, Frontier 
and Tmne1-s. And although they only 
had one win this year, the atmosphere 
on the rink and the enthusiasm of the 
crowd were unparalleled. 

Unlike most sp01ts, the crowds at 
hockey games are extremely rowdy. 
Fans freely screamed at the players, 
the refs, and each other, and little 
old ladies frequently pounded on the 
glass. 

In sh01t, ice hockey is a fun, ex
citing, and invigorating spo1t. 

Sp1ing Sports 
Baseball. Many ball players and 

the head coach depaited from the 
2015 team, but Powe1town still man
aged to make the playoffs in 2016. 

see SPORTS page A8 
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road" had to go through mandato1y 
training evecy year, including first
responder CPR training, defensive 
tactics, and fiream1 use ce1tifica
tion. Eve1yone on the list, he said, 
was cuITent with all certifications, 
except for the female officer, who 
never went out on the road. 

Ward said he was concerned that 
some on the list had not been used. 
Hastings pushed back, saying Gill 
was "not unique" in the way it han
dles staffing, since it does not have 
three full-time officers. 

Ward then said that he was con
cerned that younger officers have 
the oppo1tunity to respond to a call. 
Hastings explained that he gives 
full-time officers first priority, and 
after that, uses pait-timers on the 
basis of who answers calls first. 

Selectboard member Randy Cro
chier noted that six out of the nine 
male officers had been given shift 
work, and asked if it were possible 
for Chief Hastings to provide spe
cific details about who was called 
when during the past year. Hastings 
replied that such details were diffi
cult to come by. 

Ward gmffiy asked the other 
selectboard members if they were 
ready to accept the entire list. 

Snedeker more gently asked 
Hastings ifhe really did need eve1y 
name on the list to be re-appointed, 
and Hastings responded with a firm 
"Yes." 

Snedeker then inquired if the 
large call force cost the town mon
ey. Hastings replied that pa1t-time 
officers pay for their own training, 
and don't cost the town anything 
if they aren't working. Administra
tive assistant Ray Purington said 
he believed insurai1ce cost the town 
around $200 per officer, per yeai·. 

Snedeker then asked Hastings 
if he'd have a difficult time if the 
boai·d "cut two names" from the 
list. Hastings responded that they'd 
just "have to wait and see," but if 
the cuts were made, he'd ensure 
that those cut wouldn't be any of
ficer who lives in town and does the 
majority of the details. 

Ward contentiously asked Hast
ings if the cuts would be up to him 
or the selectboard. Hastings fired 
back that they'd have to see, after 
he made the necessaiy personnel 
cuts. Ward continued to press Hast
ings, asking if he could provide the 
boai·d with any specific details on 
the number of hours that each of the 
ten had served in the past year. 

Crochier inse1ted that if the se
lectboard required such details of the 
police chief, then they should also 
require the same from other depart
ment heads, including the fire chief. 

With no fu1ther arguments put 
forwai·d, Crochier moved to ap
point all ten officers, and Snedeker 
seconded it. 

The motion passed 2-1, with 
Wai·d voting "no," and Hastings 
thanked the board and left. 

All Emergency Services 
Next on the agenda was the ap

proval of the fire depa1tment's an
nual purchase orders. Fire chief 
and emergency manager director 
Gene Beaubien began the conver
sation by noting that the Montague 
Reporter's coverage of the recent 
town meeting was incoITect, as the 
discussion of using money from the 
capital improvements fund was fo
cused on "emergency services, and 
not just the fire department." 

The board quickly approved the 
purchase of a number of items over 
$500. These included the county ra
dio maintenance contract; an annual 
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code update; the annual se1vice on 
the SCBA compressor; ACS soft
ware for state-mandated repo1ting; 
annual trnck se1vice costs from 
Raymond's Repair; pump testing 
and se1vicing ai1d ladder testing by 
KME New York; annual Jaws test
ing by IPS; and two sets of turnout 
geai· from Firematic Supply. 

Beaubien said he would seek a 
partnership with a neighboring town 
to save money getting the fire trnck 
pumps tested this fall. The board 
approved spending on repairs for 
Engines 1 and 2 as needed. 

The discussion shifted to air 
packs for firefighters. Beaubien 
stated that he was still waiting for 
an official notification from FEMA 
regarding a possible grant to cover 
some of the costs of replacing out
dated packs. Each pack has two 
oxygen cylinders, a custom-fitted 
face mask, and a backpack rig that 
holds the gear in place and contains 
a small computer to alert firefighters 
about oxygen usage. 

Each full unit costs $8,946. The 
fire departnlent will need to replace 
all 20 soon. But Beaubien also ex
plained that because the town had 
not been purchasing replacement 
cylinders regularly, they were now in 
the position of needing to replace 20 
of the 40 needed cylinders of air. 

Several ideas, including leas
ing some or all of the equipment, 
were discussed, and no decision 
was reached. Crochier suggested 
they get pe1tinent info1mation to the 
capital improvement planning com
mittee and "let them do their work," 
so that the selectboard could move 
fo1ward without relying on a pos
sible FEMA grant. 

Beaubien agreed to send Sne
deker infonnation on how FEMA 
grants were scored, so that he might 
assist Beaubien in writing a more 
robust application. 

The next order of business saw 
Kenneth P. Sears receive an award 
for "thiity years of exempla1y ser
vice" to the fire depa1tment. Seai-s 
appeared extremely moved by the 
award, ai1d the round of applause 
such a rare occasion called for. 

After Seai·s accepted the award 

ce1tificate, each member of the se
lectboard congratulated him ai1d 
shook his hand. 

Well Still Not Well 
Purington said he had met with 

the state Department of Environ
mental Protection (DEP) about on
going well water quality issues at 
Gill Elementaiy School. The town 
will be mandated to install a bacte
ria treatment system at the school, 
but not mai1dated to treat for man
ganese or arsenic. 

The selectboard decided to move 
ahead on two-pait filtration system: 
an ion exchange unit, to remove 
iron and manganese, followed by 
UV light treatment to kill bacteria. 

UV is not considered effective 
treatment for E. coli, which has nev
er been detected in the water. The 
board decided to remove the iron 
and manganese because, as Crochi
er said, he didn't wai1t to "perceive" 
that the water was "not good," ai1d 
Purington noted that high iron con
tent affected its taste. 

The system will be designed 
with a connection to install a unit 
to treat for arsenic in the future, if 
necessa1y. 

Crochier said that all work defi
nitely needs to be done before stu
dents retmn to school. 

He asked if the necessaiy work 
could be done by a local engineer, 
and Purington answered "yes." 
Ward stressed the need to have the 
work done as soon as possible. 

Purington, who told the Report
er he estimates the system will cost 
between $40,000 and $75,000, sur
mised that they could use money 
from the stabilization fund, which 
would require a special town meet
ing vote. 

Ward suggested the option of 
debt exclusion vote, but it was de
cided that this was not viable. 

Cybernetic Merging 
The board signed a letter to Peter 

Larkin, chair of the Mass Broadbai1d 
Institute (MBI). Tom Hodak, chair 
of Gill's cable adviso1y committee, 
had previously suggested asking the 
MBI to assist the town in helping 
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Comcast reach coverage of 96% of 
the town's households within three 
years, a goal set by the MBI. 

The board agreed that it was im
po1tant for them to sign the letter 
to Larkin so that residents would 
know the board is doing every
thing they can to get the se1vice to 
as many as possible. 

Crochier briefly repo1ted that 
the committee dealing with placing 
cameras on the French King Bridge 
was still undecided as to which 
cameras should be purchased. 

He said he was on record as 
one who did not wai1t cameras that 
merely recorded eve1y ten seconds, 
as some suggested. Instead, Crochi
er thought it impo1tant that there be 
a continuous feed, so that viewers 
could ascertain exactly what hap
pened after someone exited their 
vehicle on the bridge. 

Other Business 
The boai·d approved the town's 

application for a Municipal Energy 
Technical Assistai1ce grant to hire a 
consultai1t, who would design and 
prepare a proposal to install ground
source heat pmnps at the town hall. 

The appointment of Bill Tomb to 
the boai·d of assessors through May 
15, 2017 was instantly ai1d unani
mously approved. 

After a quick but detailed con
versation concerning a submitted 
sewer abatement request, Puring
ton suggested that the selectboard 
not honor the request, due to the 
wording of cUITent regulations re
garding water usage. 

Purington shared a letter an
nouncing that Montague had re
ceived an American Battlefield Pro
tection Program grant for $81,000 
in order to fund its proposal entitled 
"1676 Battle of Great Falls: Iden
tification and Evaluation." The se
lectboard applauded the grant, the 
second phase in the study of the 
battle or massacre. 

Pmington added that should any
one wish to know more of the spe
cifics of the grant, that there was 
"a great aiticle in a prior Montague 
Reporter" concerning the 

mapping project. II 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GILL POLICE LOG 

Bear In Yard; Mail Missing; Owners Back in Pasture 

Tuesday, 6/14< 

8 a.m. Suspicious item 
in the roadway on Boyle 
Road. Possible explosive 
device. Checked ok. 
8:35 a.m. Property 
damage accident on 
Riverview Drive. Under 
investigation. 
Wednesday, 6/15 

8:20 a.m. Animal com
plaint on Mountain Road 
of dogs running loose. 
1 p.m. Suspicious mo
tor vehicle travelling 
throughout the communi
ty reported. Located and 
checked ok. 
1':55 p.m. Reported pos
sible animal abuse at resi
dence on Main Road. Un
der investigation. 
8:1<0 p.m. Found lost dog 
on Route 2. Brought to 
kennel. 
9:59 p.m. Medical assist 
at Stoughton Place. 
Thursday, 6/16 

8:50 a.m. Reported bear in 
the area of Franklin Road 
and West Gill Road. 
9:25 a.m. Reported bear 
in yard of residence on 
West Gill Road. 

3:15 p.m. Property Line 
dispute of neighbors, 
Mountain Road and Main 
Road. 
5 p.m. Assisted DCF at 
residence on Boyle Road. 
Friday, 6/ l '7 
1':1<0 p.m. Reported in
jured dog at Boyle and 
North Cross Road area. 
Saturday, 6/18 

10:50 a.m. Requested by 
Crisis Service to stand by 
French King Bridge for 
possible subject en route 
to jump. 
2:30 p.m. Suspicious ac
tivity on the French King 
Bridge. Checked ok. 
Sunday, 6/ 19 

9:50 a.m. Officers spoke 
with juveniles on River
view Drive operating golf 
cart on the roadway. 
Monday, 6/ zo 
8 a.m. Assisted Probation 
Department with party on 
Chappell Drive. 
1' p.m. Neighbor harass
ment reported on \Valnut 
Street. Under investiga
tion. 
Tuesday, 6/Zl 

12: 15 p.m. Assisted 

disabled vehicle on 
French King Highway 
with tire service. 
Thursday, 6/ ZS 

4:22 p.m. Assisted Mon
tague police with assault 
in progress. 
7: 10 p.m. Assisted Ber
nardston police with mo
tor vehicle stop and suspi
cious parties. 
Friday, 6/z+ 
10:20 a.m. Illegal dump
ing located on Bascom 
Road. 
1:50 p.m. Reported young 
child on side of roadway, 
West Gill Road. Adult 
was present. 
Monday, 6/ Z'7 
8:05 a.m. Alarm sounding 
at Northfield Mount Her
mon. Employee error. 
8:1'0 a.m. Reported stolen 
mail from residence on 
Main Road. 
12:50 p.m. Second report 
of stolen mail from mail
box on Main Road. 
1 :1'0 p.m. Reported 
"shots" fired on Main 
Road. Checked area. Noth
ing found or heard. 

Tuesday, 6/ZS 

12:15 p.m. Reported loose 
cows on Vassar Way. Own
ers got back in pasture on 
arrival. 
8:52 p.m. Family distur
bance reported on Chap
pell Drive. Under investi
gation. 
Wednesday, 6IZ9 

10:20 a.m. Assisted Ber
nardston police with arrest 
of subject on Route 10. 
11 :50 a.m. Assisted resi
dent at Stoughton Place. 
Stuck in wheelchair. 
3: 10 p.m. Assisted resi
dent on Chappell Drive 
with Section 35 process. 
4 p.m. Reported phone 
scam call received by resi
dent on Mountain Road. 
10:1'5 p.m. Assisted Mon
tague police with distur
bance in their community. 
Thursday, 6/ 30 

11 a.m. Reported iden
tity theft of resident on 
French King Highway. 
8:50 p.m. Assisted resi
dent on North Cross Road 
with harassment preven
tion order. 
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By ROB SKELTON

In the wake of an announced 
Eversource rate reduction, the 
Leverett selectboard strategized 
with the town’s energy commit-
tee last week to achieve maximum 
buy-in, and minimum opt-out, 
when electrical aggregation be-
gins in a year.

While there was some parsing 
over what being “under the green 
flag” meant, the board and the 
committee agreed to sign on with 
Colonial Energy’s “50-50 mid-tier 
green program.” This means Lev-
erett will be “contributing to the 
development of solar and wind 
in Mass., and that’s important,” 
said Brooke Thomas of the energy 
committee.

Although the committee was 
poised to choose Good Energy as 
an aggregate supplier, it agreed ul-
timately with the selectboard, who 
leaned toward Colonial Energy, 
which was minutely cheaper. Both 
companies broker from the same 
supplier. Good Energy is “non-prof-
it,” while Colonial Energy is not.

“I think one of these companies 
has a mission; the other doesn’t,” 
said Thomas.

“We’re not buying “mission,” 
said selectboard chair Peter 
d’Errico. “We like them because 
they’re already wearing the [green] 
flag..... Anyone we hire is going to 
fly the green flag for us.”

“We’re talking a military cam-
paign, folks,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to divert cash, flows of capital... 
How can we get the greatest traction, 
so it doesn’t run out of steam?”

Military rhetoric notwithstand-
ing, the committee agreed to a se-
ries of public explainings to pro-
mote maximum buy-in.

“These decisions tend to be 
made by default,” said selectwom-
an Julie Shively, referring to the 
minutia of utility billing.

“A lot of this is a brand new 
economy,” d’Errico added. 

The board thanked the commit-
tee for its efforts to green Leverett.

Measures of Wealth
Shively reported from the Re-

gional Assessment Working Group, 
convened to demystify the state’s 
arcane educational assessment 
rules, which take into account not 
only assessed property valuations, 
but also “ability to pay” based on 
income tax data grouped by zip 
codes, not by towns.

By this measure, and with 
lobbying by a vocal minority in 
Shutesbury, according to Shively, 
the state perceives Shutesbury as a 
poorer town, despite its $1.2 mil-
lion in “free cash” and $800,000 
in “stabilization.”

The Leverett selectboard con-
tends that one especially wealthy 
resident has spiked its assessment 
average, and that Shutesbury is 
resentful of Leverett’s library and 
broadband. “We’d like to remove 
income as a wealth factor,” Shive-
ly said of the working group’s 
emerging consensus. “Amherst 
likes the formula the way it is.”

D’Errico pointed out that Pelham 
is the town in the district with the 
least ability to pay. He also spoke 
in favor of “equal cost per child,” 
rather than assigning different costs 
per student based on geography.

“The definition of “ability to 
pay” is more complex than Shutes-
bury has presented,” he said.

“Shutesbury kind of sprang this 
on us a year ago,” Shively said, 
referring to that town’s threats to 
remove from the Amherst district 
over these issues, which could 
cause budgetary havoc in Am-
herst, Leverett, and Pelham.

“It sounds like, pardon my 
French, a pissing match,” said fresh-
man selectman Tom Hankinson.

Other Business
The selectboard signed off on 

a state-funded $10,000 grant for 
a municipal information technol-

ogy study to be conducted by Tim 
Haas, which is the first step on a 
path toward “internet protocol 
radio,” allowing better communi-
cations for public safety practitio-
ners and first responders.

The board also signed off on 
a set of fiduciary guidelines for 
town officials – boilerplate finan-
cial parameters to which Leverett 
agreed, at the behest of bond rat-
ing agency Standard & Poor, when 
the town issued municipal bonds 
to finance broadband.

The board expressed confidence 
in the work of transfer station 
manager Ananda Larsen and ap-
proved the improvements she has 
been making there, and thought it 
was worthy of an article in a local 
newspaper.

The Leesa Crocker – Clayton 
Prince dispute in Moores Corner 
has not yet been addressed by 
county building inspector James 
Hawkins, who has thus far been 
unable to meet with Crocker, who 
was a no-show when he visited 
her EIEIO Farm on North Leverett 
Road, according to d’Errico. 

If Hawkins fails to make a rul-
ing one way or the other about the 
fence lines in dispute, the next 
step is mediation, which the town 
will reluctantly pay for. “Give ‘em 
thirty days,” said d’Errico.

Shively announced that the 
Covenant for Affordable Housing, 
which receives and holds CPA 
funding (an additional tax on real 
estate, diverted to “civic” causes), 
recently consummated its second 
$30,000 mortgage buydown. 

This is Leverett’s contribution 
and solution to the state’s low-in-
come housing mandate, which re-
quires towns to do something to 
make housing “affordable,” or risk 
developers skirting town by-laws 
based on this ruse, as they have done 
in neighboring Sunderland.

The selectboard entered execu-
tive session to discuss a matter in-
volving real estate.

Separation into two committees 
was favored by broadband member 
and finance committee chair Doug 
Tanner, as well as Pooser. But those 
opposed to the idea said the two sides 
of the effort are too intertwined for 
the separation to be useful or viable: 
the decision of how to reach homes 
at the end of a long driveway, for 
example, involves both “construc-
tion” and “operation.” 

Heubel said it would be hard to 
leave with the broadband work in-
complete, but she had enough to do 
with a full time job and her posi-
tions on the finance committee and 
conservation commission. 

Heller, who has worked twelve 
years trying to bring high-speed 
internet service to Wendell, simply 
said, “no.”

Riebschlaeger said the change 
would “throw out all that we 
learned.” Schwartz called it a “rec-
ipe for disaster.”

Heard thanked them all for their 
work and hoped that they would 
reconsider. She also mentioned the 
possibility of joint meetings of the 
two committees.

Al MacIntire considered, and 
decided he would stay on as a 
member of the operations commit-
tee. “I’ll stay, to keep the memories 
going,” Wanita Sears told reporters 
as she left the room. 

After the broadband committee 
left, Keller thanked Heard for her 
firmness, and for not letting the 
selectboard’s decision be overruled 
by the opposition by broadband 
members who were there.

Town coordinator Nancy Al-
drich created appointment slips 
for the two committees, and board 
members signed them. Heard, 
Pooser, Tanner, Alistair MacMartin 
and Ray DiDonato were named to 
the construction committee, while 
MacIntire and Ray DiDonato were 
appointed to operations. Positions 
are not official until appointees are 
sworn in by the town clerk.

Outside in the parking lot after 
the meeting, Schwartz said that only 
three out of eleven of the original 
broadband members recommended 
or favored the committee’s divi-
sion, and that one of those three is 
selectboard member Pooser, whose 
attendance has been sporadic. 

He continued telling Keller that 
the decision to create two com-
mittees was “arrogance” of the 
selectboard, and cited long hours 
of work by the broadband commit-
tee. Keller listened for a while, and 
tried to answer, but eventually said, 

“I do not have to take this abuse,” 
and got into his car and left.

In the week since the meeting, 
the issue was aired over the Wen-
dell Townsfolk listserv. Heard and 
Pooser from the selectboard, sever-
al members of the broadband com-
mittee, and some people on neither 
committee weighed in with emails.

Robert Heller, the face of Wen-
dell’s broadband effort for a de-
cade, wrote first. He argued that 
creating a fiber-optic network will 
be unlike overseeing construction 
of the town buildings, the model 
for having a separate construc-
tion committee. The network is a 
multi-town effort involving a state 
agency, Mass Broadband Institute 
(MBI). MBI will be doing all the 
hiring, and the construction logis-
tics base will be shared by Wendell, 
New Salem, and Shutesbury. 

Heller added that actual con-
struction will not start for at least a 
year, after the pole survey and de-
sign work, making the construction 
committee “at best premature, at 
worst a waste of time,” and said he 
did not want to serve on a “useless 
committee.” He wrote that broad-
band committee members felt that 
their work of 10 to 12 years was not 
appreciated by the selectboard, and 
he signed his email as “former co-
chair of the broadband committee.”

Sharon Waschler asked Heller 
what solution he would like, and 
Heller responded that the select-
board should reconsider their deci-
sion, and pointed out they could be 
voted out of office. 

Doug Tanner, broadband com-
mittee member and fin com chair, 
wrote that the selectboard accepted 
“all the broadband committee’s rec-
ommendations except the structure 
for moving forward.” He said the 
two-committee approach would 
have the “same goals,” and would 
be “consistent with the financing 
methodology we’ve had in place for 
10 years of separating the develop-
ment and management of infrastruc-
ture from departmental operations.”

Ray DiDonato, a former co-chair 
of the broadband committee, wrote 
that though he had been nominated 
for the construction committee, he 
felt he would not take that position 
out of concern and respect for those 
who had resigned. He called the situ-
ation a “mess” and said “the loss of 
[Heller’s] expertise is staggering.”

“Trust is the lubrication that 
makes it possible for organizations 
to work,” wrote Riebschlaeger. She 
wrote that if the decision had been 
made with input from both select-
board and broadband committee 
members, the pros and cons of each 
approach might have been worked 
out in a mutually satisfactory way. 

“There did not have to be two 
sides,” she said, adding that “hav-
ing multi-town meetings about 
broadband without consulting the 
broadband committee is another 
example of disrespect.” 

Paul Wanta wrote an open email 
thanking all involved for the work 
they had done, but asking the select-
board what happened to the faith that 

they had in the broadband commit-
tee, and asking the resignees to “re-
consider [their] collective decision.”

Pooser wrote that the situation 
has not been accurately portrayed, 
and that he was sure the issue 
would be on the next selectboard 
meeting’s agenda, July 27. He did 
not consider the listserv to be the 
best forum for such discussions.

Heard chose not to respond to 
the negative comments about the 
selectboard posted on the listserv, 
and invited all interested parties to 
come to the July 27 meeting.

“We will clear up misunder-
standings,” she wrote. “We may 
reconsider our decision. We will 
definitely be working to set clear 
goals and tasks for the new BB 
committee(s).”

Other Business
Aldrich announced that the 

Franklin County Technical School 
renovation that included new 
windows and doors and repaving 
the parking lot has cost less than 
anticipated, leaving a surplus of 
$500,000. 

The state encourages repurpos-
ing money left over like that, and 
the school committee had a list 
that included work by the school’s 
landscaping, plumbing, carpentry, 
and electrical shops.

Wendell got two bids for heating 
oil for the upcoming year, and the 
selectboard accepted Orange Oil’s 
bid of $1.859 a gallon.

The school regionalization study 
committee has decided to stop 
meeting, because the efforts by 

Leverett and Shutesbury to leave 
Union 28 have also stopped.

The DEP approved Wendell’s 
hazardous materials mitigation plan.

Wendell will need a special town 
meeting, but not until fall, and fin 
com chair Doug Tanner said it will 
not impact the tax rate.

Members of the board of health 
tried to inspect the property at 131 
Lockes Village Road, the site of a 
large collection of machinery and 
other objects that are returning to 
the dust from which they came. 

The property owner denied 
them access, so they have asked 
for selectboard’s approval to use 
town counsel and get a court order 
so they can go on the property.

WENdELL from page a1
notes FRoM tHe LeVeRett seLeCtBoARD

Flows of  Capital Diverted

Ray DiDonato, a 
former co-chair of the 
broadband committee, 

wrote that though he had 
been nominated for the 
construction committee, 

he felt he would not 
take that position out of 
concern and respect for 
those who had resigned. 
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Board Approves Big sewer 
Contracts, Accepts dion’s 
Resignation “With Regret”
By JEFF SINGLETON

At its July 11 meeting, the Mon-
tague selectboard approved contracts 
totaling over $800,000 for work on 
the Turners Falls sewer drainage 
system, appointed an officer to fill 
the police department’s new Lieu-
tenant position, and accepted “with 
regret” the resignation of long-time 
treasurer Patricia Dion. 

There was also a lengthy dis-
cussion of the implementation of 
the decision by the Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute to award state 
funds to expand broadband service 
in Montague to Comcast Cable, 
and a very brief one of the annual 
report of the town’s local access 
provider, Montague Community 
Cable Incorporated (MCCI).

First on the agenda was Paul 
Gilbert of the consulting firm CDM 
Smith and Tom Bergeron, head of 
the town highway department. 
They requested that the board ap-
prove a $63,000 agreement with 
CDM Smith for engineering ser-
vices to implement the cleaning 
and reconstruction of the main 
drain and siphons under the Turn-
ers Falls Power Canal.

Gilbert and Bergeron also re-
quested that the board approve a 
$793,950 agreement with National 
Water Main Cleaning, Inc. for the 
work, which will be performed 
when the canal is emptied in Sep-
tember. Borrowing for the project 
was approved by the annual town 
meeting in May, and by voters in a 
debt exclusion vote in June. 

Rich Kuklewicz asked if Gilbert 
“felt solid” about the project. Gil-
bert responded that he did, but that 
“none of us have been inside the si-
phon,” which has not been cleaned 
since 1962. Thus, there was a need 
for a contingency amount in the 
appropriation. 

Selectboard member Chris 
Boutwell asked if CDM Smith 
would “take some pictures, so we 
know what’s down there.” Gil-
bert replied that the siphon and 
main drain wold be inspected by a 
closed-circuit camera. 

Gilbert also noted that the state 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection approved the project after 
expressing concern about discharge 
of hot water used to “cure” the lin-
ing of the drain. The sand removed 
from the siphon will be trucked up 
to the town transfer station.

The selectboard approved both 
requests. 

Cable, Cable
Next on the agenda was Jason 

Burbank, chair of the cable advi-
sory committee, who recommend-
ed that the board accept the 2015 
annual report of the local access 
provider, Montague Community 
Cable Incorporated (MCCI). 

Burbank noted that the previ-
ous year, “significant concern” had 
been expressed about the lack of 
local programming on the station, 
but that the report and data pre-
sented by MCCI was “quite an ad-
equate showing” on the issue. The 
selectboard unanimously accepted 
the annual report.

Dion Steps Down
The board voted to accept the res-

ignation of town treasurer and tax 
collector Patty Dion, “with regret.” 
Dion will retire on November 30.

Rich Kuklewicz asked town ad-
ministrator Frank Abbondanzio if 
the “next step” would be an elec-
tion. The town treasurer is an elect-
ed position. Abbondanzio said that 
“basically, we will be appointing 
someone temporarily,” until the an-
nual town election in May 2017. 

He said that if the town decided 
to make the position appointed 
– thus creating a “department of 
municipal finance” – it would re-
quire action by town meeting and 
a special act of the legislature. Un-
der those circumstances, the posi-
tion would still need to be filled by 
election for two and a half years, 
according to town counsel.

Cable, Cable, Cable
Alecia Mathews and Dan Glan-

ville of the Comcast Corporation 
then came before the board to dis-
cuss the impending grant from the 
state to extend broadband services 
to unserved homes in Montague. 
Mathews is a senior director, and 
Glanville is a vice president of 
government and regulatory affairs, 
for Comcast. 

The Massachusetts Broadband 
Institute has chosen to award the 
state contract to provide last-mile 
internet service to Comcast, despite 
the opposition of Montague’s broad-
band committee. Several members 
of that committee were in the audi-
ence, as was Peter Larkin, the chair 
of the MBI’s board of directors. 

Glanville said that “if the grant 
goes forward,” there will be a “rec-
onciliation meeting” to determine 
the number of unserved homes 
needed to get to a “minimum of 
96%” coverage. 

“We’d like to see more than 
96%, quite frankly,” said select-
board member Rich Kuklewicz, 
to which Glanville replied that the 
agreement “will go above the 96% 
– between the 96 and 100...” 

Broadband committee member 
Rob Steinberg commented that 
“what I’m hearing is that MBI’s 
going to sign a contract, but there 
will be no contractual commitment 
to a map of who we serve.” 

“In the agreement,” Mathews re-
sponded, “there will be a commit-
ment to serve to the MBI’s specifi-
cation of a minimum of 96%.”

There was also discussion of 
when the high speed technology 
Comcast advertised in their pro-
posal would actually be imple-
mented in Montague. Mathews 
and Glanville would not commit 
to a date for the local “rollout” of 
DOCSIS3.1, which is currently on 
a trial run in Atlanta. 

“Our goal is to launch it coun-
trywide,” said Glanville, “and I 
think that our actions speak for 
themselves that when we launch 
a product, we really launch a 
product.” DOCSIS3.1 makes use 
of traditional coaxial cable. The 
Montague broadband committee 
showed a strong preference for 
fiber-optic cable, which it called 
“the wave of the future.” 

pass more homes. But the state 
questioned the financial viability of 
the company’s proposal and opted 
for Comcast, which plans to use 
standard coaxial cable for the job. 

The count of currently “un-
served” Montague homes in Com-
cast’s proposal to MBI has been 
a major bone of contention. The 
broadband committee has argued 
that the cable giant has under-
counted the number by as many as 
100 homes.

Mathews and Dan Glanville, a 
lawyer employed by Comcast who 
has been negotiating cable license 
agreements with Montague for over 
fifteen years, came before the se-
lectboard to discuss the process for 
implementing the MBI’s decision, 
and resolving the controversy over 
the number of unserved homes. 

Mathews’ comments imply that 
the company plans to first negotiate 
an agreement with MBI, in which 
it would only promise 96% cover-
age, and then participate in what 
Glanville called a “reconciliation 
meeting” to sort out the numbers 
issue with the town and agree on a 
map of who should get service.

In response to a question from 
selectboard chair Rich Kuklewicz, 
Glanville stated that the final 
agreement would provide service 
to over 96% of the homes – prob-
ably closer to 98%. But that deci-
sion seemed to be up to Comcast, 
based on what the company finds 
financially viable, and not the 
product of a negotiation with ei-
ther the MBI or the town.

Although no one seemed to no-
tice it at the time, this plan appears 
to contradict a clear recommenda-
tion made by the state Department 
of Telecommunications and Cable 
(DTC). 

On June 20, the DTC published 
a report aimed at resolving a dis-
pute between the towns of Mon-
tague and Hardwick and the MBI, 
weighing in in support of MBI 
staff’s recommendation to award 
MBI grants for both towns to 
Comcast rather than Matrix. 

That DTC report specifically 
recommended that MBI, working 
with the towns and Comcast, re-
solve the issue of the number of 
unserved homes before awarding 
the grant to the cable company. It 
also recommended that the agree-
ment set an ambitious target for 
coverage closer to 100%. 

While this might seem to be a 
technical process issue, it could 
have a significant impact on the 
number of homes served under the 

state grant, and appears to reflect 
on the relationship between the 
MBI and the state.

It is therefore worth quoting the 
DTC recommendation, signed by 
commissioner Karen Peterson, in 
full:

Comcast stated that it is com-
mitted to working with the towns, 
including Hardwick and Montague, 
‘to expand [its] plant to every resi-
dent seeking service.’ Comcast 
stated that it would ‘seek to partner 
with the Commonwealth, towns or 
individual consumer [sic]’ in order 
to reach unserved locations not in-
cluded in Comcast’s initial grant 
application. 

I strongly encourage MBI to 
consider making this proposed 
partnership and expanded build-
out a part of any grant negotia-
tions with Comcast in Hardwick 
and Montague.

As Comcast noted, the grant 
guidelines do not state the num-
ber of homes in each town. In fact, 
as was raised at the public meet-
ing, there is a discrepancy in the 
record as to how many unserved 
homes and total homes there are 
in Montague and Hardwick. 

MBI should work with the towns 
and with Comcast in the immediate 
future to ascertain a precise, agreed-
upon number of unserved and total 
homes in each town, and the loca-
tion of such unserved homes. 

Only then will MBI be able to 
finalize grant negotiations with 
Comcast taking into account Com-
cast’s commitment to work towards 
serving every resident in Montague 
and Hardwick seeking service.  
While 96% penetration was the 
threshold in this grant program, 
additional homes passed above 
that threshold would be a desired 
outcome beneficial to the commu-
nities and the Commonwealth.

In essence, according to the DTC 
recommendation, Comcast should 
not get the state grant money until it 
negotiates an agreement with MBI 
and Montague, with the state pursu-
ing a goal of reaching 100%.

Will the town of Montague 
press the issue with the MBI? 

It did not appear that either 
the selectboard or the broadband 
committee was aware of the DTC 
recommendation at the July 11 
meeting. No one questioned Peter 
Larkin, current MBI board chair, 
about the process, even though he 
attended the meeting. 

Nor did anyone seem aware that 
there was a significant difference 
between the process described 
by Glanville and the DTC’s 

recommendation. 
Members of the Montague 

broadband committee seem skep-
tical about pressing the DTC rec-
ommendations at this point. They 
appear to view the entire MBI pro-
cess as a lost cause, and want to 
continue the search for fiber-optic 
alternatives to Comcast that could 
serve the 4% left out of the pro-
posed build-out. 

Of course, this assumes that 
4% will be left out, which could 
be an incentive not to press those 
recommendations. Committee 
member Kevin Hart, who is on the 
selectboard agenda this coming 
Monday, has stated that the DTC 
recommendation would be dis-
cussed at that time.

When questioned about the 
DTC recommendation, MBI was 
non-committal, although they said 
that Montague would be included 
in negotiation over the cover-
age. “[T]he MBI will ensure that 
the 96% threshold is met in each 
town,” Larkin told the Reporter. 

“During a field visit,” he said, 
“our technical team confirmed that 
several street sections that were 
in question are already served by 
Comcast, an important fact as we 
move into negotiations that will 
extend coverage even further in 
Montague.” 

A spokesperson for DTC, Co-
rey Pitz, suggested the department 
would not exercise any oversight 
over the MBI process, although he 
did note that Peterson, who signed 
the DTC’s report, also sits on the 
MBI’s board of directors.

“One can wiggle that DTC re-
port as one likes,” a weary and 
skeptical Steinberg told us. “It’s 
not going to make a difference…. 
Everyone at the state level is sick 
of the fight and wants to move on,” 
he said, and is “throwing some 
chaff about to confuse us.”

“I don’t know if the MBI plan is 
a rejection of the DTC report,” he 
said. “I don’t even know if that re-
port is serious, or delivered with any 
intention of affecting the process.”

Mathews and the MBI have 
said the entire process for creating 
a plan for Montague has a limit of 
150 days. 

However, the letter MBI sent to 
Montague announcing the award 
stated that “we look forward to 
quickly completing negotiations 
with Comcast,” so there may be a 
short window before the 
cable company is in the 
driver’s seat. 

ANALYSIS from page a1

Bonnett Steps Up
Police chief Charles “Chip” 

Dodge came before the board to re-
quest approval of Sgt. Christopher 
Bonnett to be appointed to the new 
Lieutenant position on the staff. 

Dodge called the position, which 
he noted had been approved by the 
annual town meeting, “a true sec-
ond in command,” who could run 
the department in the absence of 
the chief. 

Two members of the department 
had taken a competitive exam ad-
ministered by the firm BadgeQuest. 
Both had scored well, Dodge said, 
but Bonnett had obtained the high-
est rating. 

Other Business
Richard Widmer, director of the 

Millers Falls Arts Bridge project, 
came before the board to announce 

a Veterans Day event in Millers 
Falls, and to request permission to 
paint a mural on the railroad bridge 
in the village. 

He said that Chief Dodge had 
found a contact at the railroad 
company who had approved the 
idea. The selectboard approved the 
request. 

The board approved a request 
by the Northampton Cycling Club 
to reschedule a race at the airport 
industrial park from its original 
date of July 27 to August 3. 

It also retroactively approved a 
helmet drive to raise funds for the 
Turners Falls High School softball 
team, which had taken place on 
Avenue A on July 9.

The board approved two memo-
randa of understanding with the 
Franklin County Solid Waste Man-
agement District, one for “hauling 

services” and another to collect 
bags from the wood pellet stove 
recycling center.

It approved an agreement with 
the town of Deerfield for the use 
of Montague’s sewer vac truck to 
clean several Deerfield sewers. 
Deerfield will be charged the same 
rates as other towns that occasion-
ally make use of the truck, such as 
Gill and Erving. 

The board held a hearing and 
approved a telephone pole instal-
lation on Gunn Road.

Before going into executive ses-
sion, the board approved a number 
of appointments, including to the 
town cultural council and the zon-
ing board of appeals. Ariel Elan 
was reappointed as the town’s 
“pipeline liaison.”
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Erving Mulls Proper Disposal of 
Suininer People's Trash, Old Mill 

Buildings, and an Abandoned Well 

TOWN FESTIVAL 

August 28, 201612 noon - 8 pm 
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club 

210 Turners Falls Rd Turners Falls, MA 

By KATIE NOLAN 

"I've got trash, what do I do with 
it?" a No11h Shore Road summer res
ident asked the Erving selectboard. 

About twenty people packed 
the board's July 11 meeting to 
talk about trash disposal on North 
Shore Road. Twenty-three No1th 
Shore Road properties are located 
in Erving, but the road is accessi
ble only by going over a causeway. 
The road is not plowed in winter, 
and none of the property owners 
live there year round. 

Although property owners in 
other parts of Erving have free trash 
pickup through Erving's contract 
with Duseau Trucking, Duseau 
tmcks are too big to go over the 
causeway, and North Shore Road 
owners are left to their own devices 
for trash disposal. 

Summer resident Joseph Moulton 
told the board that, historically, the 
road's residents burned their trash. 
When that practice was dete1mined 
to be environmentally unsound, 
Moulton said that they disposed of 
trash in a designated dumpster at the 
Eiving town hall. 

When that dumpster was removed, 
he said, the residents disposed of 
trash in the state forest dumpsters 
- illegally, but with the knowledge 
of state forest staff, who seemed to 
accept the ammgement because the 
amount of trash was minimal. Re
cently, that infonnal privilege was 
revoked when a canoe, mattress, fur
niture and other unacceptable items 
were put in the dumpster. 

"There has to be a solution, said 
selectboard member Scott Basta
rache. "There are a lot of open ques
tions - I don't foresee a solution this 
evening." 

Selectboard chair Jacob Smith 
noted that trash disposal ''hasn't been 
offered for over 40 years" and that 
No11h Shore Road prope1ty owners 
had bought prope1ty there knowing 
that the se1vice was not provided. 

Suggestions from the summer 
residents, selectboard members, 
and other people attending the 
meeting included putting a se
cure locked trash shed in a loca
tion along Duseau's Eiving route, 
or getting permission from the 
Depa1tment of Conse1vation and 
Recreation to put an extra dump
ster near the state forest dmnpster 
and have it picked up by the DCR's 
hauler, Waste Management. 

Debra Smith asked what could be 
done if canoes and mattresses were 
put into the secure locked shed. 
Highway foreman Glen McCro1y 
said he thought that the town's con
tract with Duseau prevented the 
town from contracting with any 
other waste hauler. 

"We're looking into how we can 
help," Jacob Smith told the resi
dents. "We'll do what we can to tiy 
to find a solution." 

At the board's July 18 meeting, 
selectboard chair Smith said that 
administi·ative coordinator B1yan 
Smith had contacted the towns of 
Orange and Waiwick to see if their 
ti·ansfer stations could take the ti·ash. 
Jacob Smith said discussions with 
those two towns were ongoing. 

In the interim, until Erving makes 
other airnngements, the board de
cided to have Duseau place a dmnp
ster at the town hall pai·king lot for 
North Shore Road trash. 

Former IP Mill 
Cody Sisson, president and chief 

executive officer of Sisson Engi
neering of No1thfield, recommend
ed that the town demolish all of the 
buildings at the fo1mer International 
Paper property on Pape1mill Road 
and begin the process of developing 
an industrial park there. 

"It's a pe1fect place for an indus
ti'ial park," he told the board. Sisson 
said that his company intends to ex
pand, preferably in Franklin County, 
in the next year and a half, and that 
the fo1mer IP prope1ty is "a pe1fect 
location for us." He said he has also 
looked at the Greenfield and Tmners 
Falls industrial parks, and has had 
encouragement from Wmchester, 
NH to move his business there. 

Sisson said his company would 
need to move to a lai·ger facility in 
one and a half to two years. "I can't 
fit one more machine in my place," 
he explained. He projected that the 
company would grow from approx
imately 25 employees to 45 or 50. 

"I would love to see Sisson in 
that complex," said selectboard 
member William Bembmy, "but 
even if it's fast-tracked, I don't see 
[industrial park development] hap
pening in a year." 

Sisson remarked, "Ifl'm not pait 
of it, someone else will want to be 
there." 

In February, Tighe & Bond pre
sented the boai·d with a feasibility 
study that gave several scena11os 
for prepai'ing the fo1mer mill prop
erty for development, including 
demolishing all onsite buildings, 
demolishing all except the histo11c 
1902 brick building at the front of 
the prope1ty, and demolishing only 
selected buildings. Tighe & Bond 
estimated demolition costs ranging 
from $13 million to $49 million un
der these scena11os. 

"I hate to see that four-sto1y brick 
building come down," Sisson said, 
but demolishing all of the buildings 
would make it easier to develop the 
property for light industrial use. 

The feasiblity study suggested 
several options for future uses of 
the property, including mixed resi
dential and commerciaI/industI'ial. 

Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments (FRCOG) director of 
planning and development Peggy 
Sloan asked the board, "What is 
your vision for use of the site? ... 
Do you want to proceed with light 
manufactu11ng or housing?" 

Sisson obse1ved that residen
tial and light industi'ial uses might 
be incompatible. For instance, he 
pointed out, residents might object 
to nighttime activity if the industrial 
use included three shifts. 

Jessica Atwood, FRCOG eco
nomic development program man
ager, told the boai·d that, whatever 
the town decided to do with the 
property, hazardous materials abate
ment needs to be done. 

Sloan told them that grant mon
ey is available for abatement, but 

not demolition. "The good news," 
she said, "is that the site is pretty 
clean." She asked the boai·d to con
sider whether the town was willing 
to invest in demolition. 

Bembmy asked Sloan and At
wood to help the town plan its next 
steps in developing the prope1ty. 
The boai·d asked planning board 
member Debra Smith to have the 
planning board look at zoning and 
subdivision requirements that would 
affect development of the property. 

Debra Smith said that the plan
ning boai·d had already staited to re
search a "mill overlay disti'ict," and 
would continue working on it. The 
selectboard and FRCOG staff de
cided to meet again in August, once 
more information was available. 

Former Usher Plant 
After reviewing the plans for the 

Riverfront Park at the fo1mer Usher 
Plant, the state Depaitment of Envi
ronmental Protection recommended 
that the town fo1mally abandon the 
former mill's water supply well. 

According to the DEP, if the well 
is not abandoned, there ai·e resti'ic
tions on use of land located within a 
protective radius of 100 feet around 
the well. These restrictions could 
affect the locations for parking ar
eas at the Riverfront Pai'k. 

At previous board meetings, the 
Usher Plant re-use committee had 
proposed that the town explore us
ing the well as a water source for 
future site development. The board 
decided on July 11 that the town 
should file with the DEP to abandon 
the well, and find out what is needed 
to close it completely. 

At the July 18 meeting, Mark 
AI'igoni of Milone & MacBroom 
presented the bid specifications for 
pai·k constmction. A11goni told the 
boai·d that the specifications will be 
published online, and available at 
the town hall, on July 21. 

In order to ensure that contractor 
bids will fall within the budget ap
proved by the state grant and town 
meeting, the specifications were 
presented as a "base package" and 
several "alternate packages". 

The base package includes road
ways, a community gai·den, parking 
ai·eas, trails, a "great lawn" with a 
bandshell, a patio area with a pavil
ion, and environmentally-themed 
play structures. Alternates priori
tized by the boai·d were: electI'ical 
service to the bandshell, additional 
play stmctures, gateway signs to 
separate areas of the park, street
style lighting along pai·k roadways, 
and a second pavilion. 

Bids for constmction of the park 
will be opened August 15. Re-use 
committee chair Jeanie Scher
messer aimounced that there will 
be a groundbreaking at 1 p m. on 
August 20. 

Future Libra11' Building 
The boai·d appointed the libra1y 

building committee. Members are: 
Mai·cia Bernai·d, Jacquelyn Boyden, 
Sara Campbell, Rebecca Hubbard, 
Rupe1t Roy-Clark, Debra Smith, 
and Charles Zilinski. Cynthia Roy
Clark was appointed as a non-vot
ing youth member. 

Uve Music£ Entertainment! 
Trailer Park -The Cooper Jones 8and 

Ruby's Complaint -The EQualites £ 1he Staff -
1he Red trouser Show - fran ferry£ Alotta Hoopla 
Hula Hoop - face Painting -Henna tattoos -Local 

Artists - Vendors 

Former/_l' Juy K \ - big~er & better! 

Connecticut River~ 

Liquor & Wine .! 
Open Mon-Thurs 10an-10pm 

Fri & Sat 1 0am • 11 pm • Sun Noon-8pm 

J2JA,euueA • Turner·s Falls 
863-5066 

''l/'8 Just a stone's lhrow from realiJy." 
Groceries - Videos - Home Bal<ed Good~ 

Beer• Wine -Uquor 
MON - SAT 7-J1 SUNDAY 8.-8 

978•5'+4-8646 
Lockes Village Rd. 

112 mile south of Wendell C.enter 

B. RUBIN & SONS INC. ,~ 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

• • Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
• • - Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413-863-2236 
10%, SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles 
~ Low Back Pain, Weekend Warrior regrets, 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertainment· 53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(formerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome or Plantar Fasciitis? 

I can help 
Gretchen Wetherby LMT 

Massage Offices in Shelburne Falls and Millers Falls 
www.gretchenwetherby.massagetherapy.com 

gretchenlmt@yahoo.com 413-824-7063 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 
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SPORTS from page A3 

This year, the Tribe loses seven 
more seniors: Akeeva Forcier, James 
Fritz, Tanner Jones, Seth Leamy, 
Trevor Mankowsky, Jalen Sanders, 
and Cullen Wozniak. 

But, with their three main pitchers 
returning and a bevy of young talent, 
Coach Minckler told me they should 
do even better next year. 

Girls Tennis. If hockey has the 
rowdiest fans, then tennis and golf 
have the most sublime. The 2016 
Lady Indians finished with a record 
of 6-12. Kaili Lynch, Hailey Trott, 
and Alysha Wozniak will a.II return 
as seniors for the 2017 season. 

Boys Tennis. The boys' tennis 
squad finished with a winning re
cord, and qualified for the playoffs. 

With no seniors listed on the ros
ter, and promising younger netters, 
Coach David Bulley sees a ve1y 
proinising futme. 

Softball. Where do I begin? 
The eight-time state divisional 

champions finished 24-1, a.re ranked 
as the best team in Western Mass by 
Ma.ssLive. ESPN ranks them third in 
the entire state. (Interestingly enough, 
Tmners shut out their second-ranked 
team, Hampshire - twice.) The ac
complishments of the Tm11ers Falls 
Softball Indians go on and on. 

There's not enough room to list a.II 
of their accolades, but I will say that 
Coach Mullins and his Tribe have 
ma.de the entire c01mnunity extreme
ly proud. With the state title victo1y, 

Mullins has now won 645 softball 
games - a state record - and was 
recently named the 2016 Ma.ssLive 
Softball Coach of the Year. 

Sadly, Tm11ers is saying goodbye 
to Jessica Loynd, Jordan Meattey, 
Mackenzie Phillips, Jenna Putala, 
and Hailey Whipple. 

Individual Achievements 
Although in my opinion, there 

a.re numerous student athletes from 
Tm11ers Falls who deserve recogni
tion, MassLive and ESPN singled 
out three seniors. 

ESPN selected Jenna Putala. to the 
MIAA softball All-State team, call
ing her "one of the most instinctive 
and pme hitters statewide." 

As you may remember, Jenna was 
instnunenta.1 in the state champion
ship game, getting Tmners' only hit. 
With this yea.r's title, Jenna has been 
a pa1t of fom championship teams. 

Ja.len Sanders was selected as 
Tm11ers Falls' "Western Mass Male 
Athlete of the Year" by Ma.ssLive. 
Ja.len has been a standout player 
and leader in basketball, football 
and baseball. He sta.Ited in all tlu·ee 
spo1ts for years, and has been a team 
player as well as a leader. 

Not only was Mackenzie Phillips 
named to ESPN's All-State team, 
but she was the first pick, and was 
named ''Miss Softball" - an honor 
rese1ved for just one senior in the 
state ea.ch year. Phillips was also the 
tom11a.ment MVP, and was selected 
as Tmners Falls' "Western Mass Fe-

male Athlete of the Year" 1•■..., 
by MassLive. ~ 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

ABOVE: This one was from last spring, 
but it just came to us! Bryan Gillig 

took a minute to rep his local paper in 
the National Cemetery at Gettysburg, 

Penn.rylvania during a long motorrycle trip. 

Going somewhere this summer? 
Bring us with you! Send pictures to 

edit01@montaguereporter.org. 

0IJ 

Our paper stays local ... 
so you don't have to! 

JULY 21, 2016 

BELOW: Alice Thomas enjoys 
the Montague Reporter at 

Port Jefferson, New York. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

The Gill Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

www. theg illtavern. com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed -Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' 
Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 

Tile 169 Avenue A, Turnel'8 Falb 

Member 

The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

• Pizzas 
• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

111atpleplna.com 
21 llanlc Row, GIid. 

413-475-3570 

woodfired pizzeria 

Or Visit Walk-In Enrollment Day 
Wednesday, August 3, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Gl(.ttl'J - ... -............ 

In THe. OF OLD DeenFteLD 

Now Picking 
our 

FARM FRESH 
SWEET CORN 
Open 7 Days a Week 

C1esLu1< Fanm Srano 
Local veggies, fruit, cheese, milk, baked goods,jlowers and gifts 

{413)-773-8164 564 Greenfield Rd, Rt 5& 10 Deerfield 

-~ 

SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

rt-"' 30 Montague Street ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ,.,-

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

310 Federal St 
Route 63 
Montague, MA C _,, .. 
(413) 367-2481 
sirumequip.stihldealer.net 

• Chain Saws 
• Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 

STIHL{p) 

ABEAUTIFUL 
Smile Starts With 
Healthy Teeth 
GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD 

Call us 
for details. 

14u1114.3191 • 1aaa1az4-3191 ~ Greenfield 
greenfieldsavings.com ~ Savings Bank 

Member FDIC/Member DIF • Equal Housing Lender@ 

c;~EAT FALLS HA~VEIT 
fresh • local • creative 

3-~0""IJil8E 
TH""IJil81>A Y8 

$2J 

8""1Jlf l>A Y 
:m Il ""IJlf ~ H 
I0:30 A.M 

863-00.23 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 
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pEopLE     ARTS     HISToRY     SpoRTS     EVEnTS     SEnIoR nEWS     pUZZLES     CRImE     FUn

By IVAn USSACH

pITTSFIELD – Never read Moby Dick, I admit it. 
Still, I’ve been a fan of Herman Melville for years, 
and long harbored the desire to visit his Arrowhead 
farm and home outside of Pittsfield, where he lived for 
a dozen years with his family. Typically I would get 
the idea to visit during the winter when it was closed. 
But more recently, yesterday in fact, I had the chance 
to go, and go I did.

It was there he wrote of the White Whale, staring 
out the window of his study at the great mass of Mount 
Greylock that inspired him. He had moved his family up 
from New York City in 1850, by which point the success 
of his earliest and largely autobiographical novels about 
life among the Polynesians had waned in the wake of his 
subsequent novels, also based on his life at sea.

Moby Dick itself failed commercially when it came 
out, and received mixed reviews. His later work faired 
no better, and his literary reputation saw a sharp decline 
until the beginning of the Melville Revival circa 1920.

So, having dropped my wife at her booth at the Berk-
shires Arts Festival in Great Barrington, there I sat inside 
a Lenox patisserie, nursing a coffee and a filled viennoi-
serie, without a care except how to find Arrowhead with-
out a GPS or cellphone.

I had with me an abridged 1949 Modern Readers 
edition of the whale book that I must have picked up 
for $0.25 in the distant past. “Abridged” – doesn’t that 
mean some of the words are missing? How could one 
read a masterpiece of world literature that’s missing 
some of the words?

There was a short introduction by Maxwell Geismar, 
so I started with that.

I liked it immediately, after the first paragraph de-
clared: “It is surely the best novel by an American au-
thor in the nineteenth century. And yet we do not alto-
gether know why.” My unconscious resistance to the 
book stirred when Geismar referred, in his own words, 
to the opinion of Melville’s first biographer that upon 
the monstrous whale’s “snowy hump” Melville had 
“piled all the rage and hatred of mankind from the days 
of Eden down.”

That struck me as somehow too much, and yet 
terribly relevant.

Arrowhead is not at all hard to find, being on Holmes 
Road right off of routes 7 and 20 (see mobydick.org). I 
arrived a quarter after the hour to find no one had showed 
up for the 11 a.m. house tour and was offered the option 
to take it right then, and realized my good fortune at hav-
ing the guide all to myself.

We went from room to room, as she worked hard con-
juring the appropriate facts of the artist’s life that she was 
still practicing weaving into a coherent thread, amidst 
my numerous interruptions.

The farm was bought with money loaned from Mel-
ville’s father-in-law, chief justice of the Massachusetts 
Judicial Court, who my guide said had disapproved of 
the marriage. And she said I was the first visitor who had 
actually read his first novel, Typee, which surprised me 
– but she was relatively new. Despite its success, Judge 
Shaw didn’t like it, considering it pornographic (not a 

Wandering On Melville’s Trail

see mELVILLE page B5
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The view of  Mount Greylock from Arrowhead.

By ELLEn BLAnCHETTE

gREEnFIELD – The drama 
Two Rooms�� now in performance at 
the Sloan Theater in Greenfield, is 
a compelling theatrical experience. 
Written by Lee Blessing, this lat-
est production by the Silverthorne 
Theater Company is full of intense, 
personally intimate moments. 

The story is told by four actors 
who play their parts in a drama of 
dire circumstance. A man is taken 
hostage in a foreign land. His wife 
sits at home waiting for him to re-
turn to her. To bring herself closer to 
him, to what she imagines he is ex-
periencing, she clears a room of ev-
erything but a small rug and spends 
many hours alone in this room. 

The man – a modern, educated 
American – now spending his days 
alone in a room, shackled and blind-
folded, with no one to talk to and 
nothing to do. He tells his story in 
monologue, frequently addressing 
his wife as she does him, and to-
gether they weave a story of their 
lives together and apart.

The structure of the play lends 

itself to monologue. The skill of the 
actors, along with the drama of the 
story, makes these scenes compel-
ling. Lainie Wells, played by Emily 
Bloch, is the wife of a hostage being 
held somewhere in Lebanon, and 
feels herself more like a widow, as 
she describes herself and the other 
wives who await word as, “mourn-“mourn-mourn-
ing widows of husbands who aren’t’tt 
even dead.”” 

Having “cleansed” the room that“cleansed” the room thatcleansed” the room that” the room thatthe room that 
was his office, painted walls and 
cleared all furniture, she now sits 
alone in this room that was his as 
he sits alone in a tiny dark room 
and they both wait for something to 
change. 

Michael Wells, the husband who 
was a university professor in Beirut, 
now a hostage, wonders why they 
didn’t leave Lebanon sooner. Wells,’t leave Lebanon sooner. Wells,t leave Lebanon sooner. Wells, 
played by Charles Holt, tells sto-
ries of his capture, speaks out loud 
the letters he wants to write to his 
wife, and engages in dialogue with 
her about her work with birds in the 
marsh near their home.

 Frequently alone onstage but 

By LESLIE BRoWn

monTAgUE CITY – Back in 
the fifties, my family moved from 
suburban Chicago to a very rural 
village in Vermont, leaving the 
rows of tidy straight streets won-
derful for roller skating and morn-
ing coffee klatches after the kids 
went off to school and the men to 
work in the city.

This was a neighborhood where 
children roamed at will safely, 
played in everyone’s yard and’s yard ands yard and 
everyone knew everybody else. 
When I woke up early on a Sunday 
morning I was welcome across the 
street where pancakes were already 
on the griddle.

We went out trick or treating in 
packs without fear for our safety. 
Everyone knew everyone’s business,’s business,s business, 
although not in a mean way.

I was nine when we moved even 
before the end of the school year, 
reluctantly leaving my friends and 
joining a whole new group during 
the last year that school was run out 
of one room.

After our Midwestern ways, we 
found the Yankees to be a taciturn 
lot. We might drive out the dirt roads 
exploring our new turf and, after 

Plain 
Speaking

mAry AzAriAn wOOdblOCk PrinT

the gardener’s companion

considerable time without signs or 
directives, stop at the field of a work-
ing farmer and inquire – does this 
road go through? – and receive the 
two syllable response of “ayuh,” fol-
lowed by the firm closing of his lips.

After awhile we learned that what 
might have seemed like rudeness 
was plain speaking: question asked, 
question answered – a certain econo-
my of language.

After some twenty years of educa-
tion administration, which taught me 
the art of talking with staff and par-
ents and students by listening and by 
responding supportively and, most of 
all, diplomatically, I have come full 
circle. A few years after retirement 
and surviving my dreaded seventieth 
birthday, I found increasing freedom 
to speak plainly. Not rudely, but in a 
direct voice.

Here, then, are some gardening 
maxims in plainspeak.

Feed your garden soil annually 
with composted manure and a dust-
ing of limestone. Turn the soil lightly 
and let the earthworms do their job. 
Consider getting, or borrowing, a a 
broad fork.

Don��� o�er��er��ili�e��� o�er��er��ili�e�� o�er��er��ili�e your plants. 
Set them in spacious holes with com-
post and bone meal. If you want to 
sprinkle with liquid food do it once. 
Too much feeding will give you huge 

A Compelling, Intense 
Drama in Two Rooms

see gARDEnERS  page B4

By JoE KWIECInSKI

oRAngE – Can the past live 
again? Well, Linda Ruel Flynn, the 
proprietor of Flora-Ly (pronounced 
flor-a-������) is working daily to help 
people recapture some of their most 
significant memories. Ruel Flynn 
preserves flowers to create custom 
keepsakes – lovely works of art 
– that capture the physical and psy-
chological essence of past events and 
important occasions.

Known in this region as The 
Keeper of the Flowers, Ruel Flynn 
produces botanical collages, calen-
dars, greeting cards, and wall art, 
among other original products.

“I call my work ‘artisan flower 
preservation,’” said Linda, whose’” said Linda, whosesaid Linda, whose 
warm, highly focused demeanor and 
skill has resulted in a loyal clientele 
that reaches as far as folks who’ve 
brought in flowers from the coast 
of Maine. “I preserve moments as 
well as flowers. That is truly what 

Preserving the Past in 
Petals and Leaves

my mission is, along with bringing 
a contemporary view to this art form 
that is ages old.”

Linda’s mother established the’s mother established thes mother established the 
business in 1981 in Ashburnham, 
north of Gardner on the New Hamp-
shire border. Renowned for her work, 
she passed away five years ago.

“While my mom was ill,” Linda 
said, “orders were continuing to 
come in. I had dabbled in the pro-
cess, so I explained the situation to 

the clients and that I would welcome 
the chance to continue her work to 
their satisfaction. People liked my 
work and that encouraged me.

“It was difficult for me at first be-
cause I had a very close relationship 
with my mother as an only child. And 
yet she was leaving a full-blown, es-
tablished business. It was hard to try 
to fill her shoes, but it was irresist-
ible. With my mother’s blessing, I’s blessing, Is blessing, I 
decided to follow her path.”

Linda’s style of custom creation’s style of custom creations style of custom creation 
and her mother’s are very different.’s are very different.s are very different. 
The latter’s designs reflected �ic�’s designs reflected �ic�s designs reflected �ic-
torian England, while her daughter 
favors a much more contemporary 
approach.

Ruel Flynn always loved art, 
and early on she learned she had a 
remarkable talent. She sold her first 
painting at the age of 10 and went 
on to study fine art at Syracuse 
University.

“When I was a child, my mother 
would let me draw all over the 
walls before she redecorated. It 
was sheer heaven.”

After college, The Keeper of 
the Flowers painted murals and 

Charles Holt as Michael Wells in Silverthorne  
Theater Company’s production of  Two Rooms.

see TWo RoomS  page B5

Linda Ruel Flynn takes wedding bouquets (left) and  
makes keepsake collages with the preserved flowers (right).

FirST mATE PHOTOGrAPHy / lindA rUEl Flynn

Ruel Flynn works on a pressed flower keepsake.

blAnCHETTE PHOTO

see RUEL FLYnn  page B5
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Pet 
Joab is a fun young boy who 

leaves you full of laughter from his 
antics. He generally likes other dogs 
and loves to make new friends. In his 
foster home in Texas he lived with a 
two year old child and he loved to 
walk right alongside the stroller dur
ing walks and tty to steal kisses. 

Joa b loves the outdoors and would 
be a great hiking partner, but also 
doesn't mind cuddling up with you 

like the big lap dog he is after all his 
energy is out. If you ask him what his 
favorite things are about himself, he 
would tell you that he is ve1y smrut 
and full of energy. 

If you think Joab might be the 
dog for you please ask a Dakin team 
member for more infom1ation. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 
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MR at the Great Falls Farmers Market: 

Here and There are 
Beautiful Places to Be 

By NINA ROSSI 

TURNERS FALLS - Eric Grab wandered within 
shouting distance of the Montague Reporter table at the 
Great Falls Fa1mers Market on July 6. While cornered 
under the tent, he explained his presence there using the 
following select words: 

"Hey, I am here getting delicious food. I am the other 
rutist at Madison on the Ave. We ru·e going to have to 
leave, actually, the building is bought or may be bought 
soon, and so we ru·e asked to vacate for a couple months 
while renovations take place." 

Eric and Rodney Madison ru·e looking at opening an 
rut spot in Millers Falls, which Eric likens to ''Turners' 
little brother - but it seems even more depressed. Tmn
ers is experiencing a revival, thanks to the arts and the 
Shea, but Millers doesn't have that. Rodney and I and 
our creative partners are hoping that we can bring some 
creativity and culture down there." 

Eric hails originally from Po1tland, Oregon, and 
grew up in Rochester, New York and southeastern Mas
sachusetts. He graduated from UMass-Da1tmouth with 
a degree in rut and education. He lost a teaching posi
tion "in 2008, when the banks went kaboom and my job 
was cut. I so1t of wandered arom1d and found Turners 
Falls, where I have been living now just over a year 
with my fiancee. 

"Theres a food circle every night where you just go 
to be fed and pass the hat around to sustain it. The night 
I was there, they got two thousand dollars. Eve1yone 
was sitting there being fed and saying 'Om' together 
and singing and dmmming." 

Once released from questioning, Eric was seen walk
ing in a n01theasterly direction: Millers Falls, or a pos
sible "Maine-bow Gathe11ng"? 

"I haven't got confu-mation yet about the Maine
bow, but if it does, I am headed there ... that is my fam
ily, for sure!" 

Thanks for talking with the MR! 

"JOAB" 

"I just love it out here. I love the people, the atmo
sphere, the closeness to nature, the closeness to the im
po1tant things in life. People out here seem awru·e of 
their roots to the eaith, the connection to one another 
too. It's been a real joy to be part of." 

Eric was freshly back from an infusion of good vibes 
at the Rainbow Gathering in Vennont. "It's a unity 
thing, white light refracted by a prism, you see all the 
rainbow: we are all one people, and you see all differ
ent ti-ibes. The Gathering is when all those tribes get 
together to pray, to be, to pray for world peace. It's a 
beautiful place to be. There were thousai1ds. 

Senior Center Activities 
JULY 25 to AUGUSTS 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen

ter, 62 Fifth Sti·eet, Tmners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a m. to 2 p m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal rese1vations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 am. 

All fitness classes are support
ed by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Volunta1y 
donations are accepted. Council 
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su
prenant. For more infom1ation, to 
make meal rese1vations, or to sign 
up for programs call 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our ma
chine when the Center is closed. 
Mondays, Wednesdays & F1idays: 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise 
Monday 7/25: 8 am. Foot Clinic 
Mondays, 7/25 and 8/1: 
Noon Lunch 
8 a m. Foot Clinic Appointments 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesdays, 7 /26 and 8/2: 
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Wednesdays, 7/27 and 8/3: 
9 a m. Veterans' Outi·each 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursdays, 7/28 and 8/4: 
9 am. Tai Chi 
10:30 to Noon Brown Bag 
1 p.m. Cru·ds & Games 

ERVING 
Eiving Senior Center, 1 Cru·e 

Drive, Eiving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 am. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre
gate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours 
in advance. Call the Mealsite 
Manager at 423-3308 for meal 

info1mation and rese1vations. 
For info1mation, call Paula Bet

ters, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confum activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 

w 
the next blood pressure clinic. 5 
Mondays, 7/25 and 8/1: 8 
9 a.m. Tai Chi >-

0 

10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance ~ 
0:: 

Tuesdays, 7/26 and 8/2: ~ 

8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Sti·etch & Balance 
Homemade Lunch (sign up) 
12:30 p.m. Crafty Seniors 
Wednesdays, 7/27 and 8/3: 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo, Snacks & Laughs 
Thursdays, 7/28 and 8/4: 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics (fast moving) 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
12:30 pm Creative Coloring 
F1idays, 7/29 and 8/5: 
9 a.m. Quilting 
9:30 a.m. Bowling; Walking Club 
Noon Lunch at Poet's Seat HC 
12:30 p.m. Painting Workshop 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lm1ch - Fri
days at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 
by Wednesday for a rese1vation. 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Fire Precautions 

By FRED CICETTI 

Q. We had afire in our retire
ment community recently and an 
older woman died. Now I'm wor
ried about fires. What can I do to 
protect myself? 

Seniors face the highest risk 
of perishing in a fu-e because their 
senses don't detect danger as easily 
as they used to, ai1d they don't move 
quickly to escape dm-ing ai1 emer
gency. So, fu-e safety is especially 
impo1tai1t to all older people. 

I went to a bunch of expe1ts and 
collected suggestions for protecting 
seniors against fu-e. The following 
is a list of 20 tips distilled from all 
the best material. 

1. First, here are fire-emergency 
recommendations: 

• If you must exit through smoke, 
crawl under it (smoke 1-ises). 

• Cover your mouth and nose 
with a moist towel or an a1ticle of 
clothing to protect yourself from 

dangerous fumes. 
• Always touch closed doors; if 

they are warm, don't open them. 
Don't touch doorknobs. 

• If your clothing is on fu-e, drop 
to the floor and roll to extinguish 
flames. 

• Avoid elevators; use stairs or 
fu-e escapes. 

2. Install smoke alarms on all lev
els of your home and outside all sleep
ing ru·eas. You double your chance of 
smviving a fire with alarms. Vacuum 
and test them regulru-Iy. Replace all 
batteries at least once a yeai·. Replace 
your smoke alrums eve1y ten yeai·s; 
they lose sensitivity. 

3. Plan a p1-ima1y escape route 
and alternates. Discuss your escape 
plan with fainily, friends, neighbors 
and nm fire drills. See if eve1yone 
cai1 evacuate your home within three 
minutes - the time it can take for an 
entire house to go up in flames. 

4. Being on the grom1d floor is 
safer in an emergency. If you live 
in a multi-sto1y house, sleep on the 
grom1d floor neru· an exit. 

5. Make sure that the windows 
in eve1y room ru·e easy to open. Get 
escape ladders for upper floors ai1d 
keep them near windows. 

6. Ask your fire depa1tment for 
a home-safety inspection. Ask for 
suggestions to improve your es
cape plan. 

7. The primary cause of fu-e 
deaths among older adults at home 
is cru·eless smoking. Enough said. 

8. When cooking, use a timer if 
you have to leave the stove. Don't 

cook if you take medication that 
makes you drowsy. Keep dish 
towels, aprons, napkins away from 
stove tops. Don't wear loose-fitting 
clothing when cooking. 

9. Don't overload electl-ical out
lets ai1d extension cords. 

10. Buy a fire extinguisher. An 
extinguisher on each level of your 
home is ideal. A fu-e-sp1-inkler sys
tem is wo1th considering. 

11. Do not exceed the wattage 
recommended for light fixtures. 

12. Replace appliances that 
spru·k, smell unusual, or overheat. 

13. Don't put electi·ical wires 
wider carpets. 

14. Keep lamps and night lights 
away from fabrics. 

15. If children are in your home, 
make sme you put plastic safety 
covers on electi·ical outlets. 

16. Children playing with 
matches is a major cause of fu·es. 
Hide matches and lighters when 
kids are ru·ound. 

17. Keep portable space heaters 
away from anything flammable. 

18. Put screens on fu-eplaces to 
contain sparks. Have the chimney 
cleaned annually. 

19. Keep candles away from 
kids, pets and cmtains. 

20. One of the major causes of 
household fires is flammable liq
uids. Store them safely away from 
heat sources and children. 

if you would like to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666! 

DOLAN & DOLAN Freeze Your Lost or Stolen 
Co-op Bank Debit Card online 

or with our Mobile Banking App! 
lK Power Town 

Apartments 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

GREENFIELD~~NORTHAMPTON 
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I} BestlocalBank.com ~ 
'"""' 

MEMBER FDIC 
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152 Avenue t\ 
P.O. BC>x 48 
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Music, Food, Dance and More Six Shirtless White Males Flip Smart Car: 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

Greetings, all, from Montague 
Community TV! This week, check 
out our new cultural programming 
at montaguetv.org or in the TV 
schedule. 

First, tune in to the A Natural 
Concert Band's July 12 pe1f01mance 
in Gill. Hosted by the A Natural Mu
sic School, this pe1fo1mance brings 
together over 50 professional musi
cians from the tri-state area back to 
the location of their ve1y first con
ceit back in June 2014. 

See them perf01m Tempest, a new 
piece from the New England Con
se1vat01y's Derek Weagle ( check out 
his website at risanaremusic.com). 

Next, tune in to the Caribbean 
Food & Culture segment hosted by 
Richie Richardson and Great Falls 
Harvest. Watch as restaurant goers 
enjoy the cuisine, prepared by chef 
and owner Chris Menegoni, with 
recipes selected by Richardson. 

In the second half of this epi
sode, Richardson, a designer, gives 
viewers insight into his work dis
played at the Haivest. You can find 
more of his a1t at richierichardson. 

MOVIE REVIEW 

blogspot. com. 
Finally, how better to spend your 

down time this week than by wit
nessing the creative endeavors of 
Turners Falls youth? A video clip of 
the multi-talented Tieray Moore's 
dance perfonnance at Avenue A and 
Third Street is now streaming on 
montaguetv. org. 

Looking for things to do in the 
community this week? See the ait of 
Marjorie Morgan, Barbara Milot and 
Nina Rossi at the July 22 opening of 
Cloud 9, showing this month at Ni
na's Nook (125AAvenueA, 5 pm.). 

Looking ahead, the Nolumbeka 
Project and Turners Falls RiverCul
ture ai·e preparing for the 3rd Annual 
Pocumtuck Homelands Festival on 
Saturday, August 6 at Unity Paik 
Stay posted for more details! 

Something going on you think 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch to learn how easy it is to use a 
cainera and capture the moment. 

Contact us at ( 413) 863-9200, in
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or stop 
by 34 Second Street in Turners be
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. We'd love to work 
with you! 

Not So Smart Now! Also, Mom And Dad's 
Chevy Malibu Somehow Crashed Itself! 

Monday, '7 / 4 

1:27 p.m. Two 911 calls 
reporting rekindle at loca
tion of last night's bonfire 
in Montague Center. First 
caller advises fire is still 
relatively small and ap
pears to have just rekin
dled. Shelburne Control 
and officer advised. 
4 p.m. Caller advising of 
an assault from an em
ployee at Family Dol
lar; states employee was 
throwing things at her and 
chased her to her car. Offi
cer spoke to employee, who 
advises that the caller was 
the aggressor and that the 
caller mal,es comments to 
her under her breath and 
provokes her each time she 
comes in the store. Ad
vised of options, including 
trespass. 

baby skunk from the win
dow well of a house she 
is looking after while the 
owners are away. Referred 
to animal control officer. 
9:02 a.m. Report of van
dalism to a vehicle over
night on Third Street. 
Report tal,en. 
12:1<2 p.m. Report of as
sault at Millers Pub; call
er states that male pulled 
a gun on him, threatened 
him with brass knuckles, 

arrested and charged with 
two counts of assault with 
a dangerous weapon; two 
counts of threat to com
mit crime; and carrying a 
dangerous weapon. 

for a while; later released. 
Saturday, '7 / 9 

3:37 a.m. Officer out with 
vehicle on side of Lal,e 
Pleasant Road. Operator 
is waiting for a text from 
his girlfriend and doesn't 
get cell service in area 
where he is going. 
4: 12 a.m. 911 call report
ing burglary/breaking 
and entering on Crocker 
Avenue. Report tal,en. 
6:41 a.m. Caller report
ing breaking and entering 
into his home on Eleventh 
Street. Report taken. 
6:01 a.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road re
ports that picture win
dow in living room was 
smashed at approximately 
3 this morning. Nothing 
reported missing at this 
time. Report taken. 
6:07 a.m. Report of bur
glary/breaking and en
tering on Twelfth Street. 
Report tal,en. 

House in Montague Cen
ter. Parties were doing 
some "ghost research"; did 
have a key to the building 
and stated Historical Soci
ety gave them permission. 
Monday, '7 / 11 

8:42 a.m. Party into lobby 
regarding possible breal,
ins over the weekend to 
both elementary schools. 
Investigated. 
3:48 p.m. Party advising 
he intends to drive across 
the Gill-Montague Bridge 
with a camera on his ve
hicle taking footage for a 
documentary about the 
skate park. Party advised 
that as long as he doesn't 
stop/impede traffic, this 
should be fine. 
11 :05 p.m. Report of 2-3 

kids on the roof of Hill
crest Elementary School. 
Unable to locate. 
Tuesday, '7/12 

Free State of Jones 

8:08 p.m. Two calls advis
ing of garage fire on K 
Street. First caller advises 
fire is small; believes he is 
getting it under control; 
no people/pets inside ga
rage. TFFD and officer 
advised; TFFD has scene 
under control. 

12:43 p.m. Caller just 
watched party in Jeep 
throw cigarette butt out 
the window; vehicle then 
turned around to see what 
did/ did not happen because 
of same. Report tal,en. 
4:10 p.m. Caller reports 
ongoing issue with vehi
cles speeding around the 
corner at Court Square 
and School Street. Officer 
advised of call. 

11:07 a.m. Report of bur
glary/breaking and enter
ing overnight on Morris 
Avenue; entry was made 
through a side window. 
Report tal,en. 

11:50 a.m. Caller inquir
ing about having an of
ficer stand by at the Ell,s 
for a Christmas card mal,
ing event to assist with 
any behavioral issues. Re
ferred to an officer. 

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

GREENFIELD - Free State of 
Jones is a movie that tells the tme 
st01y of a man named Newton Knight 
(played by Matthew McConaughey), 
a white dese1ter from the South who, 
along with several other men like 
himself and mnaway slaves, held a 
rebellion against the South during 
the Civil War. They annexed three 
counties, which they managed to 
hold until the end of the war. 

This story gives us a portrait of 
a man who surprisingly would not 
be called a "typical Southerner" by 
some. He didn't believe in slavery, 
and was a medic when he se1ved 
with the Confederacy instead of de
fending the South through fighting. 

One of the reasons that figured 
into why Knight dese1ted and re
belled was a law called the Twenty 
Slave Law, which the Encyclope
dia Virginia website explains was 
"passed by the Confederate Con
gress on October 11, 1862, during 
the American Civil War (1861-
1865), created an exemption to 1nil
ita1y conscriptions for the owners of 
twenty or more slaves." 

This man led the people with him 
on raids to retrieve crops that were 
seized by the soldiers from other 
people in the ai·ea, making it difficult 
for them to survive. 

Knight ended up in an illegal 
man-iage in Mississippi with a slave 
nained Rachel, and they had many 
children together. This whole movie 
shows him as being a decent man 
who believed, as mentioned in the 
st01y, that "no man ought to tell an
other man what he's got to live for, 
or what he's got to die for." He con
tinued to be like this after the war, 
helping black men to vote. 

Knight is also shown to be a kind 
and forgiving man, who allows his 
first wife and son to stay with him 
and Rachel after she left him. He 
understood completely why she did 
what she did -- it was just not safe 
for them to be there, given what the 
Confederate aimy did to dese1ters 

It would be fair to say, based on 

the film, that Knight values the 11ghts 
of all human beings. While he could 
not many Rachel legally, he did deed 
her some land, making her one of the 
few black women to own prope1ty. 

This man clearly loved her ve1y 
much. He requested upon his death 
to be buried next to her in a ceme
te1y. Talk about being a defiant one 
11ght until the end! 

Another event that occmTed with 
his faini.ly - nainely with Newton's 
great-great-great grandson - was 
featured in the film, involving Jim 
Crow-era laws in Mississippi about 
being black and mai11age that led to 
his legal troubles. The law made it so 
he was thrown in jail for his faini.ly 
connection to Newton and Rachel. I 
won't spoil the twists and turns that 
go on with this paiticulai· situation, 
but let's just say his final decision 
would have made Newton Knight 
very proud. 

I saw a segment from CBS Sun
day Morning about the film, featur
ing a hist011an as well as descendants 
of Newton Knight and Rachel who 
didn't have any problem being relat
ed to them. Matthew McConaughey 
also talked about the man in the 
segment. He did his reseai·ch, knew 
what kind of man he was playing in 
the film, and said he was proud of 
playing this pait. 

''There's great power, as an actor, 
in understanding who you are, and 
who you ai·e po1traying, and there's 
a clai-ity to that," he said. 

That sounds like pretty good proof 
to me that this actor knew the kind of 
man Newton was. What I saw of this 
actor playing the chaiacter on screen 
made me like the movie ve1y much. 

I went to see this movie paitial
ly because my mom was interested 
in seeing it. I was concerned that it 
would be hit or miss when it caine to 
whether or not I would like it. Need
less to say, it was a hit for me. 

The segment also mentions that 
on Newton Knight's tombstone, it 
said "He lived for others." That is, 
in my opinion, a very hue statement 
about the man. 

9:01 p.m. Caller requesting 
an officer check for her son 
who ran away on Wednes
day; advises she received 
info that he was just seen 
downtown near an "artsy 
store." Downtown as well 
as areas of skatepark and 
F.L. Roberts searched ex
tensively; negative findings. 
9:21 p.m. Caller from 
Grout Circle complaining 
of 1< wheeler and dirt bike 
on their property, which 
is posted "no trespassing;" 
this is an ongoing occur
rence. Caller believes that 
involved party has already 
been spoken to. Caller very 
upset that consistent riding 
is destroying the stream 
beds and wetlands in the 
back. Officer will check 
residence of suspected 
party involved. 
Tuesday, '7/5 

2:08 p.m. Report of lar
ceny on Main Street over 
weekend; medication was 
stolen. Officer made con
tact with suspected party 
and will be returning items 
to caller. 
4:38 p.m. Report of a small 
dog in a tan or cream Mini 
CooperparkedatFoodCity; 
one window is cracked, but 
dog looks really hot. Area 
search negative. 
6:06 p.m. Caller reports 
observing a white male at
tempting to enter a resi
dence on Eleventh Street; he 
seemed not to have any luck 
and went over a porch rail
ing and entered a window 
next door. Investigated. 
5:56 p.m. 

arrested on a straight 
warrant. 
11:28 p.m. 

was arrested on a proba
tion warrant. 
Thursday, '7 / '7 

8:26 a.m. Caller requesting 
advice on how to remove a 

Friday, '7/8 

2:05 a.m. 911 caller re
porting he is can1ping in 
the Cabot Woods off of 
Migratory Way and was 
awoken by some large ani
mal outside his tent; same 
was growling and getting 
close to tent. Caller con
cerned for his own safety. 
Exact location unknown. 
Responding officers found 
no animals in the area. 
Caller advised of options. 
10:08 a.m. Report of stolen 
mail on Coolidge Avenue. 
10:47 a.m. Report of two 
males physically fighting 
in a side yard on Fourth 
Street. One of the parties 
also has a burn pile going 
and is burning cardboard. 
Officer found that dispute 
was verbal and fire was a 
cooking fire contained in a 
hibachi grill. Fire depart
ment notified. 
11 a.m. Report of stolen 
mail on Main Street. 
11 :35 a.m. Report of in
toxicated male on Fourth 
Street who has broken a 
table and is threatening 
to assault the caller. Party 
taken into protective cus
tody; was content to sleep 

11: 11< a.m. Report that 
flag flying at war memo
rial next to library ap
pears to have been flipped 
upside down. Broken clip 
caused flag to fall upside 
down. Officer secured a 
new clip from Aubuchon's 
for $2.88; flag is now fly
ing appropriately at half 
mast in honor of fallen 
Dallas officers. 
12:31 p.m. Caller from 
High Street reports that 
his parents are out of town 
and that overnight their 
blue Chevy Malibu had 
been moved; car is now 
covered in dirt and mud 
and reportedly has dan1-
age to passenger side fend
er. Caller has no idea what 
happened. Report taken. 
4:13 p.m. Caller into lobby 
reporting harassing phone 
calls; unknown male is 
threatening to come to 
caller's house and castrate 
him. Caller advised to 
contact police if anyone 
shows up at his residence 
and to check with phone 
company re: blocking the 
number in question. 
9: 11< p.m. Caller advising 
of two parties with flash
lights inside Old School 

4:17 p.m. Following a re
port of burglary/breal,
ing and entering on Sun
derland Road, 

charged with brealcing and 
entering into a building in 
the daytime for felony and 
larceny over $250. 

Wednesday, '7 /13 
10:35 a.m. Cumberland 
Farms manager reporting 
group of 8 people causing 
disturbance. Group is now 
in Cabot Woods in the 
Patch. Group may have 
shoplifted a cup of coffee; 
manager not concerned 
about same. Officer spoke 
to all parties and verbal
ly trespassed them from 
Cumberland Farms. 
12:43 p.m. Report of 
suspicious person wall,
ing around a property on 
High Street. 
2:22 p.m. Caller reports 
that her parked vehicle 
was broken into and mon
ey stolen from her purse 
in the upper lot at the 
Bookmill. Report taken. 
2:22 p.m. Report of bur
glary /brealcing and en
tering on High Street. Re
port taken. 

see MPD page B4 
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Thursday, '7 / 14 

1<:39 p.m. Caller from 
Turners Falls Road re
porting two children's 
bikes stolen. Advised 

was arrested and 
charged with operating 
a motor vehicle with a 
suspended license. 
Friday, '7/15 

2:39 a.m. F.L. Rob
erts clerk reporting 
shoplifting; male par
ty came in twice and 
stole bags of M&Ms. 
Referred to an officer. 
12:32 p.m. Caller re
ports that on July 13, 

someone maliciously 
dan1aged his tires while 
his vehicle was parked 
at work (Judd Wire). 
Advised of options. 
12:50 p.m. Caller com
plaining of flower 
display partially ob
structing the fire lane 

in front of Aubuchon 
Hardware. Caller also 
requests "pedestrian 
signage" on sidewall, 
on Seventh Street be
tween Food City Plaza 
and Peske Park. Offi
cer clear; no obstruc
tion in fire lane. Caller 
referred to DPW re: 
signage request. 
11 :05 p.m. Caller re
porting a car that has 
been circling the area 
of K Street, T Street, 
and L Street for a 
while now at a high 
rate of speed. Re
ferred to an officer. 
Saturday, '7 / 16 

1 :38 p.m. Report of 
susp1c10us vehicle 
parked in front of call
er's residence on North 
Leverett Road; vehicle 
has been there 3-'l; 
times today, staying 
for 15-20 minutes each 
time. Officer spoke 
with vehicle owner, 
who advised she does 

not get good cell re
ception at her house so 
she drove there to use 
her cell phone. 
7:26 p.m. Caller reports 
a loud "boom" sound 
coming from across 
Lake Pleasant; this has 
been happening night
ly. Investigated. 
Sunday, '7 / 1 '7 

3:37 a.m. Caller re
ports that a group of 
6 shirtless white males 
wearing masks or with 
their shirts pulled over 
their heads just flipped 
over a yellow Smart 
car in the parking lot 
of Keith Apartments. 
Investigated. 
8:1<0 p.m. Caller re
questing an officer to 
speal, to her mother 
regarding the mother 
refusing to allow the 
23 year old daughter 
(caller) to take her car 
out of town. Advised 
of options. u 

Cushtnan Library Hosts 
Free Concert this Friday 

Appalachian Still 

BERNARDSTON - Cushman 
Libraiy is pleased to present a free 
conceit by the pond with acoustic 
string band Appalachian Still on 
Friday, July 29 at 7 p m. Folks are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs, 
blankets, and picnic dinners to en
joy the grassy amphitheater which 
is perfect for concert picnicking. 

Playing high-energy Americana 
that combines old-time mountain 
music with bluegrass, rock, and 
folk, this group from No1thamp
ton has managed to create a unique 
sound that is distinctly their own, 
and they have a strong local follow
ing. One of their leading men is the 
Brick House's own Jai·ed Libby. 

Drawing from a repe1toire of 
traditional tunes, original material, 
and covers, this band combines tra-

ditional music of Appalachia with 
many "modem" influences like The 
Band, Old Crow Medicine Show, 
The Grateful Dead, Nonnan Blake, 
and The Avett Brothers. 

"Join us for a fabulous free 
concert by the pond!" urges libra1y 
director Karen Stinchfield. "If it 
deigns to rain, we'll be inside the 
libra1y, and Appalachian Still will 
fill eve1y nook and cranny with 
fabulous music!" 

This event is funded in pa1t by 
the Bernardston Cultural Council, 
a local agency that is funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Coun
cil; and the Friends of Cushman 
Libra1y. Cushman Libra1y is at 28 
Church Street in Bernardston. More 
info: cushmanlibrary@gmai/.com. 
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The Great Race Coines to Turners 
TURNERS FALLS - It's the 

greatest spo1ts story of all time! 
Welcome to The International 

Raceway. Our contestants: The Tor
toise and the Hare. Who wins? You 
probably know the answer, but there 
will be twists and turns and hilai'ity 
before any critters cross the finish 
line. It's The Great Race, adapted 
and directed by Tom McCabe for 
PaintBox Theater. 

PaintBox fav011te ( and Valley 
icon) Kelsey Flynn is coming out 
of retirement, dusting off her rabbit 
ears, and hopping into the race as 
that pesky hare. We promise lots of 
cheeI'ing and excitement as we pres
ent this folktale dash for glo1y. 

This yeai·, PaintBox Theatre - the 
Pioneer Valley's theatre of imagina-

tion and improvisation for all ages 
- has moved to the Williston Theatre 
in Easthampton - with side tI'ips to 
the Shea Theater in Tmners Falls. 
We're thrilled to expand om audi
ence and bI'ing our shows to these 
beautiful (air-conditioned!) theaters. 

As always, PaintBox Theati·e's 
shows will feature lots of audience 
pa1ticipation, aitwork created by 
dozens of local kids, and plenty of 
belly laughs. 

The Great Race premieres FI'iday, 
July 22, 7 p.m. at Williston The
ater in Easthampton with additional 
shows on Saturday and Sunday, July 
23 and 24, 10:30 a.m. and 1 pm. 

The Great Race comes to the Shea 
Theater in Turners Falls on FI'iday, 
July 29 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, July 
30, 10:30 a m. and I pm. 

Tickets available at the door or at 
BrownPaperTzckets.com 

For more info and to make group 
reservations email paintboxtheatre@ 
gmail.com or call 413-923-7159. 

TIJOXD)~(G IffiACCOCs 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here's the wcry it was July 27, 

2006: News from the Montague 
Reporter's archive. 

Too Darned Loud? 

The selectboard has scheduled 
a hearing to address allegations of 
chronic, excessive and mmecessary 
noise in the downtown business 
disti'ict. The hearing comes in 
response to a letter sent this week 
by ChI'istopher Janke, an owner of 
Suzee's Third Street Laundiy. 

Janke voiced dismay over 
a number of downtown noise 
sources, and was especially critical 
of the volume of late-night noise 
generated by Yesterdays, also on 
Third Street. Janke felt police noise 
measurements do not always reflect 
actual noise levels. 

"I don't want to be negative 
about the town," said Janke late 

GARDENERS from page B1 

plants but less fiuit. 
Once your plants are well settled, 

mulch with hay or straw or grass 
clippings to keep down the weeds. 
Then you can avoid hoeing, which is 
often very dismptive to plant roots. 

Water is integral to the health 
of your plants. If the soil is diy and 
powde1y, and there is no rain in the 
forecast, nm a sp1'inkler over the gai·
den for a few hours. Do not water 
in the hot midday sun, and stop wa
te1'ing and leave an hour or two for 
plants to diy before nightfall. 

Leain the water requirements of 
your favoI'ite plants: 

Tomatoes don't know when to 
stop drinking, and overly watered 
tomato plants ai·e at greater I'isk for 
rot and fungus. Water them when 
you can stick your forefinger into the 
ground and find no damp soil. 

Leafy greens are shallow rooted 
and diy out more quickly. They'll 
need more frequent wate1'ing. 

Sunlight is necessary for all 
plants, but some like more than oth
ers. All of the vine crops including 
tomatoes and peppers thi'ive on heat. 
Salad greens, peas, onions and root 
crops ai·e tolerant of some shade and 

Wednesday. "I just really hope that 
town officials do the 1-ight thing. 
I've been fmstic1ted with the pace of 
action on this." 

Board Denies Planner Leave 

Robin She1man, Montague's 
town planner for more than seven 
yeai·s, will not be getting a one
yeai· leave of absence to attend the 
John F. Kennedy School of Gov
ernment at Harvai·d to obtain a 
Master's Degree in Public Admin
istration. That was the final verdict 
of the board of selectmen after al
most an hour of discussion. 

She1man said that she has long 
had a home in Montague, that she 
loved her c01mnunity and hoped to 
be able to retum to her job as town 
planner for Montague when her 
yeai· of schooling is up. "It has been 
a p11vilege working for the boai·d 

ai·e planted eai'ly because they enjoy 
cooler temperatures. 

Most of us keep a small to mod
erately sized gai·den. Devote your 
space to your favorites and pick up 
space grabbers like squash and com 
at one of our many farm stands for a 
ve1y reasonable p11ce. 

If you enjoy tomatoes, plant sev
eral vai'ieties to take you tm·ough the 
season: some chen'ies, some eai·ly 
small types and some beefsteak. If 
you have more than you can keep up 
with, shai·e or make relish or cook up 
sauces and can or freeze. 

You can neve1· have too many 
peas. Plant several rows supp01ted 
with chicken wire, and put them 
out as eai·ly as you can. If by some 
remote chance, you get tired of eat
ing fresh garden peas, you can make 
a ymmny cold sweet pea soup with 
pureed vegetable, a bit of gai·lic and 
chicken broth, gainished with mint. 
Or you can freeze some with great 
ease for future delight. 

Fresh string beans are like no 
others, c11spy and tasting of green. 
We like ours cooked quickly and 
garnished with butter and salt or 
mai'inated with vinaigrette as a cold 
salad. Green and wax beans also 

and working for the c01mnunity and 
to be able to improve the quality of 
life for its citizens," said Shennan. 

Although the Board stated em
phatically that they recognized Sher
man's outstanding leadership skill 
and perfom1ance, selectinen Pati'i
cia Allen and Allen Ross said they 
had many concerns smTOunding the 
possibility of granting her a leave of 
absence. Allen said she would not 
have a problem if the leave of ab
sence were for only three, or even 
six months. "But a lot can happen 
in a year, and in the meantime what 
will Montague do while waiting for 
Sherman's return, especially when 
there ai·e a lot of projects for the 
town going on at once?" 

In the end, a vote was taken with 
Allen and Ross voting to seek a per
manent replacement, and Pmitt vot
ing against. The boai·d's next steps 
ai·e to find someone to replace her. 

freeze easily for winter eating. 
Give yow·self the indulgence 

of an impractical crop or two. We 
have a large pumpkin plant which 
will be allowed to sprawl below the 
tomatoes and near the cucumbers. 
We don't need it, but it's great fun 
to harvest your own jack o lantern. I 
grow sweet peppers because there are 
colors and flavors I likely won't find 
elsewhere. I enjoy the way gI'illing 
enhances their flavor. We also freeze 
them. If you slice or chop them while 
they are still frozen you can add them 
to any cooking you like. 

At the end of the season, it's a 
good idea to remove any diseased 
plants and weeds. Do not compost 
them for next yeai·'s garden, or you 
will be recycling a problem. You 
can leave your mulching mate11als 
to blend into the soil over the winter 
rest and sp1'inkle them with lime to 
leach into the soil. 

Make a note of garden successes 
and failures for another season. 

Happy gardening! Or, in diplo
speak, you may find this works well 
for you. Or, if not, in plainspeak, 
don't do it. u 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

SMDKY IRD S 

Smoked Meats II Homemade Sides 
Open Fri/Sat/Sun 11-7 

87 4 Mohawk Trail in Shelburne 
413-336-5166 

www.smokybrosbbq.com 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

SALES• SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 

Renaissan~~ Excavating, Inc. ~-
COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 
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MELVILLE from page B1 

word I would use). 
I saw the large chimney, whose 

many virtues Melville praised in his 
sketch I and My Chimney, which I 
was familiar with from John B1y
ant's excellent Tales, Poems and 
Other Writings. Also the piazza or 
porch Melville built to repose and 
take in the view of Mt. Greylock, 
which became the subject of his 
tale The Piazza, and which would 
give the name to his later collec
tion The Piazza Tales. 

Upstairs was his studio, with 
writing desk intact, facing the win
dow. I was allowed to photograph 
Mt. Greylock from the window, 
and managed to include pa1t of the 
desk. This was almost as exciting 
as entering Mark Twain's study in 
his extraordinary mansion in Hart
ford, imagining the writer puffing 
on a stogie, which I did a few years 
back - it had been on my to do list 
for about a decade before that. The 
magazine rack in Melville's study 
was Twain's. The guide said he 
lived for awhile near· Tanglewood. 

which I have done for money - be- ,.. 
ing forced to it, as other men are to 
sawing wood." 

I was tempted to buy one of 
them, but did not. I did however 
purchase a t-shi1t proclaiming, "I 
would prefer not to" - my favor
ite Melville line. I will always re
member the night a long time ago, 
when I was a teenager still living at 
home, that my sister came by and 
we spent the evening watching on 
TV, in shocked silence, the bizane 
sto1y of Bartleby the Scrivener, 
who spoke no words but those. The 
t-shi1t is for my sister, who is re
tired: she's earned it. 

Pittsfield City Hall houses a col
lection of Melville a1tifacts, but it 
was too fine a day to spend more 
time inside, so I opted to visit the 
Balance Rock, one of several stops 
on the Melville Trail: places he fre
quented or admired, such as Mount 
Greylock, Monument Mountain, 
Hancock Shaker Village and the 
Crane Paper Museum in Dalton 
- Melville got his paper there by • 
the "sleighload" - it's on my list, 
but closed on Saturdays. 
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Then I picked it back up and be
gan reading Chapter One. It begins: 
"Call me Ishmael." I read the entire 
chapter, and loved it, was moved 
deeply by it, pondered it. 

Here's a prophetic gem from 
near· the end of the chapter: after 
consigning the ultiinate cause of 
his going a-whaling to fate, "part 
of the grand prograrnme of Provi
dence," he has a go at the follow
ing cosmic headlines -
"Grand Contested Election for the 
Presidency of the United States." 

"Whaling Voyage By 
One Ishmael." 

"BLOODY BATTLE 
IN AFGHANISTAN." 

Santayana (George, not Carfos) 
was right. Having published the 
book in 1851, Melville is likely re
fening to the 1844 election, where
in James Polk defeated Hemy Clay 
by only 39,000 popular votes (and 
65 electoral votes) in a contest that 
turned on the controversial issue of 
slavery expansion through the an
nexation of the Republic of Texas. 
The First Anglo-Afghan War (there 
were three) was fought by the Brit
ish East India Company and Af
ghanistan from 1839 - 1842. 

Melville's friendship with Na
thaniel Hawthorne is more well 
known, with Melville greatly admir
ing the older and more successful 
Hawthorne, who, according to my 
guide, had recently fled Salem after 
The Scarlet Letter was published in 
1850 and caused an uproar· in his 
home town. Ending up in Lenox, the 
two eventually became such close 
friends that Hawthorne had his own 
small room at Anowhead. 

Balance Rock State Park is not 
far from downtown Pittsfield. You 
can see the rock from the parking 
lot. The irregularly-shaped glacial 
enatic is maybe roughly 12 feet 
by 15 feet by 20 feet, sunounded 

Balance Rock, near downtown Pittsfield on the Melville Trail: Nothing 
sqys ''te amo" quite like sprqy paint on a historical!J significant boulder! 

There ar·e many chapters, most 
not very long, often just a few pages: 
perhaps I will actually read it, one 
small chapter at a tiine, and savor it. 

The tour concluded, I ate lunch 
and checked out the gift shop, 
where most of Melville's books 
are for sale. I sat and read the back 
covers of several ear·ly ones I didn't 
know. Refening to his Redburn 
(1849) and White Jacket (1850), 
Melville is quoted thus: "Two jobs, 

RUEL FLYNN from page B1 

produced paintings from time to 
time. Ruel Flynn taught art at Swift 
River School in New Salem for six 
years before assuming the man
agement of the Fiber A1ts Center, 
a fine craft galle1y in Amherst, for 
five years until it closed. In 2012, 
Linda began her full-time steward
ship of Flora-Ly. 

How does Ruel Flynn create her 
one-of-a-kind ar·twork? "I can't 
reveal my entire process," she 
smiled, "but I do press flowers in 
a traditional manner, always using 
special kinds of paper, pressure, 
and time. It takes about two weeks 
for the flowers to dcy." 

Who uses her services? "All 
kinds of people like to utilize my 
one-of-a-kind ar·twork. In particu
lar, though, individuals who have a 
real connection to nature are drawn 
to my work; for example, the bride 
whose flowers on her wedding day 
are so impo1tant to her, or the fami
ly member who chose ce1tain flow
ers for a funeral that meant some
thing special to the loved one." 

Above all, Ruel Flynn wants to 
help her customers remain connect
ed to the past. Custom keepsakes 
can bring consmners back "to the 
moment you picked up your bou
quet and took your first step toward 
your future. Flower preservation 
isn't something everyone thinks of. 
It's the newest oldest tradition." 

In 2015 alone, Linda originated 
and developed some 40 creations 
for her clients. She has appear·ed 
on "Mass. Appeal" TV show on 
Channel 22 twice, featured in 10-
15 minute segments. Plus, she was 

by numerous smaller lichen-en
cmsted outcroppings trailing off 
through the woods. Quite a serene 
scene. Of course, the rock is highly 
graffitied, which at first dulled its 
appeal, then intrigued me as I got 
my camera out and took a bunch of 
weird-angled closeups. 

I thought hiking to the rock 
would be fun, but was not in
spired to hit the trails just to be in 
the woods, having already ambled 
through meadow and forest at Ar-

rowhead. Instead, the bumpy rocks 
beckoned. 

I grabbed my little copy of the 
book and climbed atop a large boul
der facing Balance Rock, a perfect 
vantage point from which to spy 
Balance Rock and its occasional 
visitors, who barely noticed me. 

I opened the book, prepared to 
tackle Chapter One, but found in
stead after the introduction a sec-
tion of whale-related excerpts from 

also a panelist with a group of TWO ROOMS from page B1 

western Mass. artisans on Channel often together, these two actors 
57's "Connecting Points." seem to live in the same space at 

Linda Ruel Flynn does speaking times and their minds are fixed in 
engagements and basic flower time with only one goal, to get back 
pressing workshops. She recently to each other and freedom. 
did a gig for the Gardeners on Completing the cast are repo1ter 
the Green, the East Longmeadow Walker Han-is, played by Jay Sef
gar·den club. ton, and state depaitment official, 

Some of Ruel Flynn's botanical Ellen van Os, played by Sheila Sir
collages are available at the Bower agusa. With great patience, Walker 
Studio in Pelhain. One of the works encourages and cajoles Lainie to 
was created for the Mount Grace tell her sto1y and speak out to the 
Land Conservation Tmst in Athol. press and the nation about her hus-

Interested persons may call band's plight. 
Linda at (978) 895-0560 for more With siinilar persistence and per
info1mation, or to schedule an haps patience - or is it tolerance? 
appointment at her studio. Flora- - Ellen van Os pushes back against 
Ly is located at 131 West the reporter's efforts and tries to 
Main Street, Studio 320 in Ill manage the situation in the way 
Orange. II~ best from the point of view of the 

Ruel F!Jnn, at Quonquot 
Farm in Whate!J. 

government. 
That dynamic is most interest

ing as it tries to examine the va11ous 
motivations of the players. Lainie, 
who only wants what's best for her 
husband, has to figure out who is 
1-ight, whose point of view is the one 
that will b11ng Michael home. While 
all of this plays out on a world stage 
with presidents and other hostages, 
inside those two small rooms Lainie 
and Michael remain clinging to 
each other and the world for them 
is ve1y small. 

Several of the scenes between 
Lainie (Bloch) and Walker (Sef
ton) capture the central dynainic of 
choice and danger, while also offer
ing many of the lighter moments in 
the play. On occasion with Walker, 
Lainie may even laugh, forget her
self, allow a little pleasure into her 
life if only for a moment. His con-

world literature - full of profundity 
and literary flair. From Hobbes' 
Leviathan: "By art is created that 
great Leviathan, called a Common
wealth or State - (in Latin, Civitas) 
which is but an artificial man." 

After Hobbes I put the book 
down and stared into space, finding 
comfo1t in the play of light on the 
rocky forest landscape and reflect
ing on many things, including the 
queer passage of tune. 

sistent interest in her sto1y gives her 
much of her only human contact 
during these solitaiy tiines. 

Although Lainie admits to van 
Os from State that she demands 
home visits rather than phone calls 
just for the company, those visits ar·e 
not so fulfilling. The interaction of 
these four actors provides thought 
provoking drama of a very personal 
natme. 

Director Rebecca Daniels has 
done an outstanding job of guiding 
these gifted actors towards finding 
that balance of emotion and drama 
where each scene captures the audi
ence attention and holds it. As we 
come to know and car·e about each 
of these characters, the depth of the 
sto1y unfolds before us. 

The language Blessing offers 
is often quite elegant, with iinages 
presented in great detail that add to 
the quality and complexity of the 
play. When you b1-ing together fine 
actors, a skilled, knowledgeable di
rector and elegant script the result 
is a superior theat11cal expe11ence 
such as this. 

Chai'les Holt is a Northarnp
ton native and spent many year·s 
as an actor working in New York 
City off-Broadway theater. Emily 
Bloch, a singer and actor new to 
western Mass., has been perfo1m
ing in cabaret and musical theater 
in her hometown of New York 
City. Her credits include playing a 
Disciple in Godspell, and Titania in 
A Midsummer Night's Dream. 

Jay Sefton is an award-winning 
w11ter and Equity actor with cred
its in many cities in both theater 
and film. He and his wife now live 

At dinner last night with friends, 
one of whom has long encouraged 
me to read Moby Dick, I briefly re
counted my experience of the day. 
When my wife mentioned our up
coming visit to Nantucket later this 
month for another arts and crafts 
show, he looked me square in the 
eye and said: "You've got to read 
Moby Dick." 

Well: She'll be working. 
What arn I gonna do? II 

in Hadley. Sheila Siragusa is a co
founder and director of the August 
Company, directing Shakespeare 
and Chekov among others. She 
received the Social Justice Award 
from The Kennedy Center for her 
01-iginal play Water. 

Producer Lucinda Kidder has 
guided this and all productions this 
season with care, from sc11pt selec
tion, choice of directors, casting, 
to attention to all those details that 
leave actors and directors free to do 
their creative work. 

The ever iinportant crew for this 
production ai·e: Cai·l Erikson, stage 
manager, Shai·on Weyer, Assistant 
to the Director, John Iverson, sound 
recording, Robert Moore, lighting 
design. 

The Silverthorne Theater Com
pany is a professional summer the
ater in the Connecticut River Valley, 
co-founded by Lucinda Kidder and 
David Rowland. 

This production of Tivo Rooms 
continues for another weekend, 
with shows on July 21, 22 and 23, 
evening perfo1mances at 7:30 pm. 
with a Saturday matinee at 2 p m. 
There will be a talk-back session 
on Thursday after the perfo1mance. 
All pe1fo1mances are at the Sloan 
Theater, located on the campus of 
Greenfield Community College. 

For tickets and other info1ma
tion, see silverthornetheater.01-g, or 
call (413) 768-7514. 

The season continues with a per
fo1mance of The Turn of the Scre1v, 
adapted by Jeffi'ey Hatcher from 
the novella by Herny James 
and scheduled to premier 
on Thursday, July 28. II 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

•Hil11 PICKLES I 
Natura{[~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Upinngil and Food City! 

www .realpickles.com 
---'----' (413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Obear 
C O N S T R, U C T I O N • 

413-367-6022 
www.obearconstruction.com 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE• COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVE$ 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a J,tleek 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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You can make a puppet 
from a kitchen spoon! 

Take a regular wooden kitchen spoon that you have 
permission to draw on. Find markers, ribbons and scraps 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

of cloth - anything that might be good for decoration. Draw a face! You will find that it 
has a personality of its own. 

Use the ribbon to tie the cloth 
to the spoon handle. 

JOEL PAXTON ILLUSTRATIONS 

Cut out this reading chart and mark each day you read by filling in the circles. 
You can collect a prize at the Slate Library in Gill once a week if you read every day! 

0 
0 

0000 
0 

0 
0 

Get another spoon! Make 
another puppet, because 
everyone needs a friend ... 

When you make a 
puppet, you are creating 

a character that you're 
bringing to life. 

When Nell Koenings, a 
local artist, made this 
puppet. she named it 

after her favorite author. 

But then she found 
herself making a toy 
for her puppet, and 

realized it was the same 
toy she had when she 

was a little girl. 

She had really made 
her own self as a child! 
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Puppets can be used for 
puppet shows, or just to play. 

What does your puppet's voice 
sound like? Is your puppet 

friendly? Does it have a name? 

0 
0 
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CHILDREN'S CRAFT ACTIVITIES 
AT THE SLATE LIBRARY IN GILL: 

C1 
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• 
✓, Summer Reading Gema Q 

I/\ Gill. MA 2016 0 
/ \ Ready, Set, Read! 0 

Would you have fun helping with the children's page? Your newspaper crafts, 

children's drawings and favorite activity suggestions would be a wonderful addition! 

Contact Beverly Ketch at kidspage@montaguereporter.org. 

Saturday 7 /23 
Kitchen Spoon Puppets 

Saturday 7 /30 
Mandala Postcards 

Saturday 8/6 
Wooden Magnets 

Saturday 8/13 
Acorn Fairies (at left) 

The library is at 360 
Main Road in Gill. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com Ill AboJt-Face 

Computer Solutions 

Montague Mini Storage I MikeFuller-owner ~BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recumbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls. MA 01376 
'( 413) 863-3556 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

Wed - Sat 10 to 5:30 Sunday 10 - 4 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions. 
Musicians of all levels welcome 
to play traditional Irish music. 
10:30 a.m. 

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH 

Carnegie Library: Outside the 
Lines! Last Monday of each 
month. Adult Coloring Group. 
Supplies provided. 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY 

Arts Block (4th floor), Green
field: Creacion Latin Big Band 
& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20 
piece ensemble play son, salsa, 
chacha and much more. 8 p.m. 
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children. 10:15 to 11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages 
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30 
a.m. to noon. 

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAY 

Hubie'sTavern:OpenMic. 6 p.m. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 
Derek Bridges. Live acoustic 
guitar. 7 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Watchdog Open Mic. All 
musIcIans, comedians, and 
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m. 

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY 

Element Brewing Company, 
Millers Falls: Brute's Irish Band. 
Food carts supplement the local 
beer. 6 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Story 
Hour. Stories and hands-on arts 
& crafts. 10 a.m. to noon. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Artspace, Greenfield: Hear, Now, 
and Always. Paintings by Nancy 
First and wood carvings by Jan
ice Doppler. Reception, 7/29from 
5 to 7 p.m. Through August 12. 

Forbes Library, Northampton: 
Local artist Nina Rossi joins two 
others for "Progressions" exhibit. 
Opening reception on 8/3 from 6-
8 p.m. Through August 31. 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Impressions of 
Turners Falls, paintings by Karen 
Evans. Through July 30. 

Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett: 
Camera Materna. Group 
photography show "revealing 
the artist behind the nurturer". 
Through July 31. 

Memorial Hall, Deerfield: Rel
ics and Curiosities in Memorial 
Hall. "Interesting" objects such 
as wreaths made of human hair 
and weapons made from shark's 
teeth are in this exhibit. Through 
October 30. $ 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 
Clouds. The "sky of mind" of 
three artists, Marjorie Morgan, 
Nina Rossi and Barbara Milot 
fill the Nook with sculpture, pen 
and inks, and small canvases. 
Reception Friday, July 22, 5 to 7 
p.m. Through August 27. 

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne 
Falls: Homecoming. Paintings by 
E. Joseph McCarthy. Through 
July 31. 

Sawmill River Arts Gallery at The 
Montague Mill, Montague: Sum
mer Celebration. Featured art
ists: Louise Minks, Roy Mansur, 
Christine Mero, Christine Peller
in, Patricia Czepiel Hayes. Ex
hibit runs through August 29. 

Shelburne Arts Co-opera
tive, Shelburne Falls: "Out and 
About ... Shelburne Falls". Group 
show by artists celebrating Shel
burne Falls. Through July 25. 
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Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Take Me to Your Leader: New 
paintings by Charlie Shaw. 
Through 8/31. 

EVENTS: 

THURSDAY, JULY 21 

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop 
Concert Series presents: Austin 
& Elliott, Orlen & Gabriel, Katie 
Clarke. 6 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half 
Shaved Jazz. 7:30 p.m. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Patrick Coman Band. Roots/ 
country/folk/rock. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy 
Filiault Trio. Original guitar 
with Doug Plavin and Klondike 
Koehler. 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Niall Connolly. Singer/songwriter. 
8p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 22 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Meet John Doe. 1941 
Frank Capra art-imitates
life movie about presidential 
candidate. 7:30 p.m. Music at 7 
p.m. (see ad this page).$ 

GCC Sloan Theater, Greenfield: 
Silverthorne Theater presents 
Two Rooms. Love amidst 
hostage taking. 7:30 p.m. $ 

White Church Community 
Center, Deerfield: Yankee Tavern 
by Steve Dietz. 7/22, 7/23, 7/29, 
7/30 at 8 p.m. 2 p.m. matinees 
on 724 and 7/31. $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Ray Mason. lndie rock. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Violet 
Maeve, All girl indie rock band. 
9p.m. 

SATURDAY, JULY 23 

GCC Sloan Theater, Greenfield: 
Silverthorne Theater presents 
Two Rooms. Love amidst 
hostage taking. 2 p.m. matinee, 
and 7:30 p.m. $ 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Meet John Doe. 1941 
Frank Capra art-imitates
life movie about presidential 
candidate. 7:30 p.m. Music at 7 
p.m. (see ad this page).$ 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Mist Covered Mountains. Celtic 
trio. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Jaume I, Greenfield: Porx Fest 2 
feat. Think Tank, Ned Paige, Mal 
Devisa, Lucy, Mozza/eum, and 
Divorcee. 7:30 p.m., $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Lines West. Acoustic pop. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Shadow 
Twisters. Classic '60s and '?Os 
rock. 8:30 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Pisto!eros. 9 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

Jaume I, Greenfield: Big Fruity 
Picnic 2 feat. No Sound, Bromp 
Treb, Bryan Gillig, Stephanie 
Marie Germaine and 11 more. 
Noon,$. 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 

Ethan Bremer. Opera selections 
from Carmen. 4 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Franklin 
County Sweethearts. Jazz/blues/ 
country. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, JULY 25 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Junior Ranger Program. Nature 
workshop for ages 8-11, Earn 
Junior Ranger patch. 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Nora's Stellar Open Mic Cabaret, 
8p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 26 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Amandla Chorus: Freedom's 
Beautiful Song. 8:30 p.m. $ 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 

West Whately Chapel, Whately: 
Twisted Pine & Low Lily. 7:30 
p.m. $ 

THURSDAY, JULY 28 

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop 
Concerts Series presents: 
Pint-sized String Band with 
Michael Pattavina, and Zydeco 
Connection. 6 p.m. 

West Whately Chapel, Whately: 
Shel. Sisters indie/roots/pop/trad 
band from Colorado. 7:30 p.m. $ 

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem: 
Lonesome Brothers. Country/ 
folk/rock. 7:30 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Hill 
Band. Original Americana w/Jen 
Spingla. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 29 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Paintbox Theater presents The 
Great Race of the Tortoise and 
the Hare. 7 p.m. $ 

Jaume I, Greenfield: Kohoutek, 
Willie Lane, Matt Krefting, Egg 
Eggs, and Jen Gelineau. 8 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Mark Nomad. Blues. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
TAWDRY, OldTimey/Americana/ 
Eclectic with tuba. 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JULY 30 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Paintbox Theater presents The 
Great Race of the Tortoise and 
the Hare. 10:30 a.m., 1 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Cassidy and the Music. Singer/ 
songwriter. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Wildcat 
O'Halloran Band. Not your 
father's blues band. 9 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Community Smokes. 9 p.m. $ 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Cassidy and the Music. Singer/ 
songwriter. 2 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: T-Bone & 
His Uke. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 1 

Brick House, Turners Falls: 

B7 

Cherry Death, Chemip/astica, 
The Right Aheads, and 
Mudskipper. All ages, substance 
free. 8 p.m. $ 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3 

West Whately Chapel, Whately: 
Sox in the Frying Pan. 7:30 p.m. 

.\1emorzal Hall Theater 

Pm~~lf Pl[WRf~ 
Friday & Saturday 

July 22 and 23, 7:30 p.m. 

MEET JOHN DOE 
Music at 7 p.m., both nights: 

Friday: Whistlestop - fiddle, banjo, guitar 
Saturday: Dick Moulding - piano rags 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t•1'"Jt r ~, i 
The Brick House 

COMMUNITY .RESOURCE 
CENTER 

i4 3rd StTect, Turners Falls 

Brick House Teen Center 

Drop-In hours 2:30 to 6 p.m. 

Mondays through Fridays 
Ages 9 to 12 welcome A1011daTs: 

Drop l~r for a pcnmss1011 slip! 

www.brickhousecommwlity.org 
413-863-9576 

~~~ 
Open Mic! 

THURS. 7 /21 7:30 FREE 
Half Shaved Jazz 

FRI. 7 /22 & SAT 7 /23 
no show 

SUN 7 /24 9pm FREE 
TNT Karaoke 

Mon 7 /25 8pm FREE 
Nora's Stellar (farewell) 

Open Mic-
come see her off!!! 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FlU.S. Ml 
REIIJ£1V0USTFMU0M 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

,0 c=-_,.,. Brian R. San Soode 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area for ove1 25 years Certified• Bonded• lnsur;,11 

We Install all Types of locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Comblnations Changed 

28 Montague S1reeI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - owner 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fsx: (413)863-0120 Gill, MA01354 

FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL.. PH~SE.S 

POWER WASH/NC 

BRIAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT 

2.dO GREENF'IE:LO ROAD• MONTAGUE. I\IIA01351 

PHONE llr F'AX: 413-367·9896 • RE>IAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 

Easy_ in-town location 
Secure 24-hour access 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET. GREENFIELD. MA 

Co11tractors, Ple.,"I Marketers. T radeshow Venuors 
and Artists encouraged lo inquire 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turner$ 414.863.4246 1 

tT•fll1ii'l;/J.-z. 
,'\)- Si«ce 1910 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Fails, MA • 413-863-4346 
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Charlie Shaw-'s Paintings Bridge Tiine and Culture 

~ 
... ... 

i: :: 
trowels or any other handy nai1·ow 
tool, leaving linear ridges on the 
surface. These become an integral 
part of the paintings, fonning the 
edges of the linear areas he then 
fills with color. 

This process results in works that 
feel spontaneous. Once the ft111'ows 
hai·den, he generally stays with the 
resulting composition, delineating 
areas by filling them in with intense 
colors of latex paint 1-ight out of the 
can. In two works here, Star Man 
and Love You, he adds text at the tops 
using wood branding to make the let
ters. This craft fo1m, which he has 
been using for several yeai-s, often 
plays an important role in his work. 

rate a horizon line, Space Dog and 
Bethlehem, there is no attempt to 
create a sense of three-dimensional 
space. In Bethlehem, though there is 
a ho11zon line, the town is presented 
as a group of colored-in geometi-ic 
shapes and the whole is dominated 
by a large spiral form suggesting 
light or energy of some kind. 

I 

Love You, l!J Charlie Shaw 

Shaw's combination of devel
oping compositions in wet joint 
compound with wood branded text 
b11ngs a strong sense of physicality 
to the work. Combined with his use 
of non-traditional painting mate11als 
it creates a perfect vehicle for linking 
the pieces to indigenous rut. 

All the pieces in this show ai·e 
filled with colored patterns. This 
treatinent results in images that ai·e 
iconographic. In each work, a centi·al 
element, usually figurative, domi
nates the composition with diagonal 
lines spreading outwai·d. 

and marketed a line of"Old School" 
t-shirts, and even once lived in Wen
dell, where his children attended 
Swift River School. 

He now works for Franklin Coun
ty's Meals on Wheels prograin, help
ing seniors get regular nuti-ition. He 
and his wife live in a renovated old 
school building in No1thfield. He can 
be reached at (858) 663-9049 or gi
nyt43@hotmail.com. 

By RICHARD BALDWIN indigenous a1tists from the No1th
west, Canada, Africa and the South 
Sea Islands. Shaw's intention is to 
link basic themes across older cul
tures and show how these are perti
nent to the present. 

While the work here can be tak
en in at a distance and at a glance, 
viewers might do well to look at the 
paintings close up. The physicality 
of the work is then quite prominent. 
This direct handling of mate11als has 
much in common with ancient stone 
carvings, indigenous painted wood 
carving, graphic images painted on 
cave walls and native fab11cs from 
many cultures. 

While being interviewed, the 
artist talked about how the title of 
the exhibition refened to the long 
standing theory that extratenesti-i
als visited eaith eons ago and left 
behind evidence of this in both 
found a1tifacts and in early indig
enous graphic work. In many of the 
paintings the large spiral with lines 
moving outward could be viewed 
as energy from outer space, and 
could be understood within this 
theo1y. This is one of the themes 
that rnn through all these works and 
link them to ancient image making 
across numerous cultures. 

The exhibition rnns from July 1 
through August 31. Smnmer Libra1y 
hours ai·e Tuesday 12 to 7 p.m., 
Wednesday IO to 7 pm., Thursday 
3 to 7 p.m. and Saturday 9:30 to 
3:30p.m. 

There will be an a1tist reception 
on Saturday, August 20, 1 :30 to 3 :30 
p.m., followed by a demonstration of 
his wood branding. All ai·e invited. 

WENDELL - The Wendell 
Free Libra1y is fortunate to host 
a second exhibition of paintings 
by Charles Shaw of Northfield. In 
this show, titled "Take Me To Your 
Leader," ten medium-sized acrylic 
paintings brighten up the Hen-ick 
Room with direct, colorful images 
that are related to the bold work of 

Shaw collects, cuts up and pre
pares cast off inexpensive panel 
doors, which he primes with a skim 
coat of ready-mix joint compound. 
He then draws in this smface with 

All the paintings are emphatically 
flat and sign-like in their directness. 
Even in the two works that incorpo-

Chaifos Shaw has had as vai-ied 
and colorful a background as his 
work. He studied ait at the Univer
sity of Massachusetts, has been a 
house builder, a repo man, a pro
fessional surfer renting and selling 
surfboai·ds in California, worked at 
a local Honda dealel'Ship, developed 

Richard Baldwin is on the 
Wendell Free Library s art 

exhibition committee. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666 

Turners ~a/6 'Pit.zA 1.foure 
Family Owned & Operated 
Serving Turner; Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave ArgtJ, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.blrneralallaplzza.com 
119 Avenue A, Turners falls ❖ (413) 883-8000 

te)Husqvarna 
• Lawn Tractors 
• Snow Blowers 
• Rototillers 
• Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

• Lawn Mowers 

~=rj GRffN RIVER roWERSrORTS 
1 Main Road (R~ute 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 

www.greennverpowersports.com 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham Street 
TumersFalls, MA0l376 

Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFa/Js Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com 

413-834- 7569 

Fresh Chicken 
Hormone & Antibiotic Free 

Available At Our Farm Store Every Other • 

Week From the End of Moy thru October 

Call or email us to cater your special event. • 

U6 Mormon Hollo"1 Rd. Wendell, MA 01349 

thedltm1ndfann.com dlemandfarm,tcw-eOcm•11,com 
Mon. thN Sat. 7a111-Sp:n • Sun 10-3pm 

2 

Sita Lang 
Hospice trained 

CPR certified 

FrH R•ns• Turkey 

Fresh fggs 

Grass Fed Beef& Lamb 

Home-style Meals, Sides, 

Soups & Desserts 

(PY) PV Squared 
a worker-owned cooperative 

Your trusted partner in solar. 
Solar can be confusing. So we make the process clear and simple. 
We're a worker-owned cooperative and Certified 8 Corp Which 

means we care about doing things nyht. And our team of e~perts 1s 

here tor you. Today, tomorrow, and down tile roatl. 

www.pvsquared.coop 
413-772-8788 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

g(''ti Jol1n[:Oll. '1:?f'ortr,:1 

Al3R, CRG, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
'41 '~ -f.;C-, 'j-LJ/ •~6 • Gerilohn,oni• Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RefidentJaJ Spt:dallst) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this JJl'Sti~ous designation. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'OUr shieki ol 
dSSu-ance. Pul rour trusl in lhc best 10 get lhe job dore. 
WMthcr buying. selling or refC11ing. ilwar; choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS go ~rnl~ oi /'l'f>l'llrM~. 

66 French King Rwy., Gill 
ii■snilfl◄ (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.CO 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~mb~f Lf ~ff~ I J~1.~J~~ 

IIANl(eRm 

ON-MASSAMONT 
REALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 xl04 Office ~ 
(413) 665-3772 Fax 
(413) 834-1524CeU 
(413) '423-3810Home 
don@d,wnr.com E-mail 
-I ElmStr~d, S<>11tl1 Dmf1tld. MA 0137 • 

LAWN. CARE 
landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 

\ 

~ 

72 
~[rl)~ 
scsc 

522-2563 

SHA~A~ CONSTRUCTION 
SUPP.tY Co. INc. 

~Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ •• mptete Masonry Supply 
Offering a complete Um: of pavers. 
wall stone, retaJntng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls , 1 3-863--4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529S. Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 




