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Former Hallmark Institute Owner:
School Is Closing, Without Following Rules Ag Sheffield Principal

By MIKE JACKSON

TURNERS FALLS - Former Hallmark Institute
of Photography owner and president George Rosa III
made a bombshell allegation on Wednesday. claiming
that the school’s current owner, Premier Education
Group LP, has been winding down its operations quiet-
Iy this year in an attempt to avoid regulatory scrutiny.

In an email to the Massachusetts attorney general’s
office, the state Division of Professional Licensure and
the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and
Colleges, Rosa said that the school was conducting a
“teach-out” of its 10 remaining students without noti-
fying the proper authorities.

“The community part of this is that it looks like
Hallmark is about to close.” Rosa told the Reporter
Wednesday evening.

“If there’s a proprietary school in a situation where
it might be closing, they are required by the Depart-
ment of Education, and typically the accrediting body
and licensing agency, to protect those students who
have invested their money.” he explained.

“They’ve walked this fine line of cutting back all
their expenses. They're teaching the students, which

NEWS ANALYSIS

NINA ROSSIPHOTO

George Rosa 111, who pled guilty in 2014 to frand and tax
evasion, says the school is enacting an unapproved teach-out.

is their obligation. But the reason they haven’t asked
permission is that it would jeopardize their access to
federal aid” — namely Title I'V financial aid — “for all
of their other schools.”

Attempts made after regular office hours to con-
tact Premier CEO Nick Hastain and vice president
and general counsel Jessica Mastrogiovanni seeking
comment ot Rosa’s allegations were unsuccessful, as

see HALLMARK page A2

State Budget: Local Aid Rises,
Even As Revenue Estimates Fall

By JEFF SINGLETON The total

state budget that

mately $27 billion in state tax rev-

BOSTON - The final budget
negotiated by the state legislature’s
conference committee and sent to
Governor Baker last week contains
increases in local aid, despite sharp
declines in projected revenues for
the coming fiscal year.

Revenues are now expected to
be as much as $750 million lower
than those assumed at the beginning
of the budget process last February,
primarily due to significant reduc-
tions in capital gains tax revenues.
But the two largest local aid ac-
counts, Chapter 70 school aid and
“unrestricted general government”
aid (UGGA), have increased by a
total of $116.1 million and $42.1
million, respectively.

Wuat ReE4rLy HAPPENED AT THE FALLs: PHASE 11

By DAVID BRULE

PESKEOMPSKUT / TURN-
ERS FALLS - The massacre of
Native Americans gathered at the
Falls by Captain William Turner’s
militia, and the counter attack by
tribal soldiers on May 19, 1676 may
well be the most important histori-
cal event that occurred in our towns
of Montague, Gill, and Greenfield.

Thanks to a Phase I grant award-
ed to the town of Montague by the
US Department of the Interior/ Na-
tional Park Service in 2014, exten-
sive archival research of the event
has been brought to light, and to the
fingertips of every interested local
historian and citizen.

This past June 21, Montague
received the good news that the
Park Service has awarded the town
$81.000 in further funding, to con-

emerged from the conference com-
mittee 1s $43.4 billion. Of this,
approximately $4.5 billion is ear-
marked for Chapter 70. and just over

For the Gill-Montague
Regional School District,
this would mean a
Chapter 70 increase of
approximately $60,000,
or just below 1%.

$1 billion for UGGA. By contrast,
the MassHealth program. the state’s
version of Medicaid. is budgeted at
over $15 billion.

The budget is funded by approxi-

tinue the study of events at the falls
in the context of the fourteen-month-
long King Philip’s War 1675-76. The
continuation of this study, dubbed

enues, including income and sales
taxes. These have been the focus of
the lowered revenue estimates over
the past month. Most of the remain-
ing spending is funded by various
forms of federal aid.

The increase in Chapter 70 edu-
cation aid statewide was primarily
due to an increase in the per-pupil
amount guaranteed to local school
districts that do not qualify for aid
under the core formula, from $20
under the governor’s initial propos-
al to $55 under both the Senate and
House budget bills.

For the Gill-Montague Regional
School District, this would mean
a Chapter 70 increase of approxi-
mately $60,000, which is just below

see STATE BUDGET page A3

“Phase I1,” will begin August 1.

The Phase 1 of the Battlefield
Study completed by the Mashan-
tucket Pequot Museum Research
Team. with the cooperation of five
towns and four tribes (Narragansett
Indian Tribe, Aquinnah Wampanoag
Tribe, the Nipmuc Nation of Massa-
chusetts, and the Stockbridge-Mun-
see Mohicans) was essentially one of
data gathering. The team researched
primary sources, and reconnoitered
the terrain, especially the approach

see WEST ALONG page A5
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This map, showing the “English Attack on Peskeompikut
Encampment,” was included in the Phase I Final Report published
by the Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center in April.

Melissa Pitrat Hired

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

TURNERS FALLS - Gill-Mon-
tague superintendent Michael Sul-
livan announced on July 4 that the
district has hired Melissa Pitrat as the
new principal of Sheffield Elemen-
tary School.

Pitrat first joined the Sheffield
administration on February 22 when
she was hired as an assistant prin-
cipal. She previously worked as a
second- and third-grade teacher,
including in the Greenfield public
schools. Sullivan called Pitrat “ap-
proachable, confident, and even
tempered.” adding that she “lives in
the area, knows the school well and
is comnitted to staying with us.”

Pitrat was one of two finalists
for the position selected by a search

SUBMITTED'PHOTC

Pitrat came to the school in late
February as an assistant principal.

committee following the resigna-
tion of Sharon Moberg from the
position this spring. The candidates

see GMRSD page A4

WENDELL SELECTBOARD
Town Ofticials Concerned
Over Fiske Pond Partying

By JOSH HEINEMANN

At their June 29 meeting, the
Wendell selectboard, with board
member Jeoffrey Pooser present by
speaker phone, heard from mem-
bers of the Fiske Pond advisory
committee, Ed Chase and Doug
Smith from the police department,
and other citizens about some less-
than-idyllic things that have been
happening at the pond.

Recreation committee mem-
ber John Fitzgerald said his family,
wife and two children, was at the
pond that evening and were “almost
stalked.” There was no touching but
the man who followed them was
offensive, mude and inappropriate.
After his wife Johanna spoke to the

man he left, but the sour experience
had made its impression.

One swimming day there was a
raft whose occupants floated in front
of the swimming area and threw cig-
arette butts into the water, and made
swimming not family-friendly.

On a weekend when Lake Wyola
was closed, people moved their ex-
pedition from Wyola to Fiske, and
there were campfires and alcohol.
Wendell’s fire department has had
to respond, some years ago, to a
brush fire that grew out of a similar
campfire at the pond.

Ruth Mazurka said the Fiske advi-
sory committee has found evidence
of overnight camping, including lit-
ter and a used sex doll.

see WENDELL page A6

Healing, With Sound

By TIAFATTARUSO

MILLERS FALLS — A waterfall
burbles under the house. Amethyst
rests on my chest to calm, malachite
on my belly for protection and ci-
trine between my ankles for energy.
Sage is smudged over me.

Leslie Matilainen enfrains my
heart to the beat of her drum as
she guides my body to move ener-
gy down and out my toes, starting
from my feet and moving upward.
The cumulative repetition of limbs
strikes a chord, reminding me of
chant-like childhood songs.

Then the bowls begin to sing, and
my only job is to follow their sounds
and vibrations. The spontaneous
percussion is starkly, beautifully
different from the usual soundtrack
of my life, the recorded music, radio
news and leaf-blowers that are often
in the periphery. T begin to journey
through a sea of faces: I see face af-
ter face, familiar but not necessar-
ily recognizable, floating behind my
eyes, each staying for an indetermi-
nate amount of time, and occasion-
ally repeating. Days later, I still feel
their presence.

I know the gong will come last,
but as it enters my senses, the sound
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L eslie Matilainen performs sound
therapy at her Millers Falls practice.

seems alien and penetrating. As
it crescendos, my normally chilly
hands heat up, and though they don’t
budge from my side, it seems I feel
them reach toward the amethyst, as
if to pull it right into my chest.
I'would stay here as long as Mati-
lainen would let me. I feel sure of,
and crave. the deep layers of heal-
ing that exist in sound. But as the
last tones dissolve, I begin to come
around from my altered state, as
she brushes a tincture on me with a

see SOUND page A5
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Time Off for
Good Behavior

Hello, readers!

As we’'ve done every summer
since 2003, we’re headed into a
biweekly publication schedule.
Expect our next edition to come
out July 21.

Two “off” weeks in July and
two more in August will allow us
to catch up on sleep, balance the
books, clean the office, and put in
some long-delayed work on our
website (montaguereporter.org).

The Reporter is an independent
nonprofit, governed by a board of
directors and involving a large cast
of volunteers and slightly stip-
ended writers and staff. We are
always looking to involve more
members of our communities on
all levels of our organization.

We’re especially looking for

HALLMARK from page A1

of press time.

Premier acquired Hallmark in
2009 from People’s United Bank
after Rosa defaulted on loans from
the bank. He remained president at
the school until 2012, and in 2014
pled guilty to bank fraud and tax
evasion.

Enrollment at the career train-
ing school has declined steadily
from a mid-2000s peak of about
235 students.

“Unfortunately, my personal fi-
nancial challenges got in the way
of that,” said Rosa. “I thought I
brought in the best company at
the time — and I did. but they’ve
changed.”

According to Rosa, Premier’s
former CEO, Gary Camp, was in-
strumental in saving the school af-
ter he was caught siphoning money
— $2.6 million, according to the
Department of Justice — from its
operations for personal use. “When
Gary was there, Premier was sup-
porting the school to the fullest,” he
said. “and I believe that it was the
right step for the school after the
mess that I had created.”

Camp told the Reporter in April
that he left Premier in March 2015,
and since had initiated a “substantial
federal lawsuit” against the compa-
ny’s partners. At the time, Premier
was also suing Camp, claiming he
owed the company $1.7 million in
unpaid loans, which he disputed.

“My claim against the partner-
ship is that I had been promised, and
I had bought into. the ownership,
and that the partners were fraudulent
in conducting their business,” Camp
said. “T bought those buildings up

volunteers who can help with one-
time projects that strengthen the or-
ganization behind the scenes. This
includes helping us out with sign-
ing up new subscribers; helping us
catalog and archive back issues;
writing applications for grants and
interns; reaching out to prospective
advertisers; and properly disposing
of disused electronic equipment.

We’re also seeking a paper
carrier for Ervingside and Mill-
ers Falls, and a stringer who can
write news articles on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.

Get in touch with us this summer
if any of that speaks to your inter-
ests. It's unglamorous work, but
you’ll be helping keep this wonder-
ful and unlikely community asset
on its feet and moving forward!

there for the partners. I negotiated
with the bank for the partners.”

He described Hallmark as a
“wonderful acquisition” for Pre-
mier, crediting Rosa with its prior
success. “As a result of business
decisions over the years, and re-
cent changes in photography train-
ing and technology, the school has
suffered,” Camp said. “But they’ve
ignored it over the years.”

In response to inquiries the same
month about rumors it was no lon-
ger enrolling students, Premier Edu-
cation Group sent the Reporter a
carefully worded written statement,
saying that “Hallmark is currently
evaluating its program offerings to
ensure it is providing the best educa-
tional opportunities to its students. In
making this determination, we will
carefully consider options. During
this process, Hallmark will continue
its operations in Turners Falls.”

According to Rosa. after Camp’s
departure, “good people left, and
things really unraveled.” The school
made cuts in admissions department
staff last December, and on Tuesday,
Premier eliminated both Ed Martin,
Hallmark’s campus president and
executive director, and the school’s
director of financial aid.

An attempt to contact Martin on
Wednesday went unanswered as of
press time.

“I think there’s a receptionist, a
director of education, one full-time
instructor, and I think everyone else
is on a per diem basis at this point,”
said Rosa. “There’s not leadership
that has been appointed at the cam-
pus, which is a requirement for your
license and accreditation.”

Rosa acknowledged that the
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L.eonard Looks Back at Her First Year

By LEE WICKS

TURNERS FALLS — An empty
school on a summer momming holds
a strange silence, a heap of nostal-
gia for the recent grads, and an aura
of hope for the year ahead.

In Annie Leonard’s office, one
wall is covered with notes from a
planning meeting held just about a
year ago, before she began her first
year as principal of Great Falls Mid-
dle School and Turners Falls High.

Teachers and administrators gath-
ered to articulate their core values
as educators. The student-centered
learning that took a prominent place
in those discussions was very much
on Ms. Leonard’s mind as she re-
flected on her first year on the job.

First of all, she says, she would
like a new tee shirt. It would read,
“I Love Power Town.” with a heart
representing the word “love”. She
says the diversity of the five vil-
lages that make up Montague, and
the fact that some students in the
middle school and high school
have parents and grandparents who
went to their school, adds tremen-
dous strength to the educational
experience.

At games, Ms. Leonard is an en-
thusiastic sports fan. She has an op-
portunity to speak there with these

CTUDENT
VEMENING
EA\RST

Leonard serves as principal at Great Falls Middle and Turners Falls High Schooks.

parents and grandparents, to hear
their opinions, hopes and dreams
— in shott, to connect, often in a ca-
sual setting that yields comfortable
relationships between the school
and the families it serves.

“When I go to a football game,
I meet grandparents who are sup-
porting the school,” Ms. Leonard
says. “My experience as a new-
comer is that people have made a

see LEONARD page A4

photography industry “has dramat-
ically changed” in recent years, but
dismissed Premier’s public state-
ment that “a decline in the demand
for trained photographers... has
resulted in a decline in Hallmark’s
student population™ as “their com-
pany line.”

Change in the industry “does not
mean there is not a place for a Hall-
mark,” Rosa argued on Wednesday.
“If you were to poll the members of
the school’s outside advisory coun-
cil, I think they would tell you that
there is still validity in a Hallmark —
but that things would need to change,
from producing the same education
as they were 10, 15 years ago.”

“I have no axe to grind with Pre-
mier,” he continued. “But... I think
they’re destroying the school, after
we had the opportunity to save it

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

fMontague Reporter

177 Ave. A, TE MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

after 2009. T know the contribution
it’s made to the community, in the
41 years since it’s opened.”

Rosa, who now works as opera-
tions manager for the Home Build-
ers Association of Greater Spring-
field, said he had tried to interest
new “potential investors” in the
school in January, but that “Pre-
mier made it very, very challenging,
when they requested some financial
information.... It didn’t allow for
the people to get comfortable.”

He said he feels the class of 10
students who started that month
“have been done an absolute injus-
tice,” and speculated Premier had
avoided filing a teach-out plan be-
cause “it would call to light the fact
that — why doesn’t this $100 million
company have enough backup mon-
ey to take care of these students?”

Premier Education Group, which
owns 27 for-profit career-training
schools, faces an unrelated False
Claims Act suit brought by former
employees who allege it has falsi-
fied both student grades and its own
career placement record.

That suit is pending in the US
Federal District Court of New Jer-
sey, though last week the company
argued that it should be dismissed
in light of a recent Supreme Court
decision (Universal Health Servic-
es v. United States ex rel. Escobar)
pertaining to the False Claims Act.

“It’s just unfortunate that it’s
come to this,” said Rosa. “I'm hap-
py to share the information; I’'m not
happy that my name gets brought
into it. But I felt strongly that the au-

thorities needed to know.” Wa
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The hours at the Carnegie Li-
brary in Turners Falls have been
expanded as of July 6. The library
will be open Saturdays year round,
and open to the public on Wednes-
day mornings.

Previously the library was closed
Saturdays for the summer, and
opened at 1 p.m. Wednesdays. Many
library users have requested addi-
tional hours. both in person and in
writing. The library wishes to thank
the Town of Montague for making
this possible, and to everyone who
has asked for additional open hours.

Parents of the Turners Falls
High School varsity softball team
are raising money to buy the team
state championship jackets and put
on a banquet. There will be a “‘Hel-
met Drive” — we're guessing this is
a batting helmet, in keeping with the
softball state champs theme — to ask
the public to pitch in.

Look for them from 9 am. to
noon this Saturday, July 9 on Av-
enue A, at both Seventh Street and
Third Street (i.e., both sets of lights
in downtown Tumers Falls). See the
ad elsewhere on this page.

Mount Grace Land Conservation
Trust invites both first-time and ex-
perienced campers to enjoy the out-
doors in the company of friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors at the third annual
Community Campout at Skyfields
Arboretum, 1461 Old Keene Road in
Athol, from 3:30 p m. Saturday, July
9. to 10 a m. Sunday, July 10.

The event is part of the National
Wildlife Federation’s Great Ameri-
can Campout initiative. Campers of
all ages and backgrounds are invit-
ed to participate in family-friendly
games, outdoor activities and crafts.

Pre-registration is required as
space is limited. Participants are en-
couraged to bring their own gear, but

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

extra tents are available and can be
requested at registration. The event
is free for Mount Grace members, or
$10/family.

For more information or to reg-
ister, contact Maya Apfelbaum at
(978) 248-2055 x28 or oufreach
americorps@mountgrace.org.

Beth Palmquist RT(R)(CT), of
Baystate Medical Center. is bringing
Slim, the Life-sized Skeleton to the
Carnegie Library on Tuesday, July
12, starting at 10:30 a m.

Beth will also show a slide-show
of real x-ray images and children will
have a chance to match real bones to
Slim. Designed for ages 9 to 13.

The Nature Concert Band will
kick off the Common People Con-
cert series on Tuesday, July 12, on
the Gill Town Common. The series
will then continue for the next four
weeks ending on August 9.

All concerts start at 7 p.m.. and
move to the Congregational Church
if the weather is poor. The remaining
schedule will be posted on the Gill
town website.

On Friday, July 15 at 7 pm. and
Saturday, July 16 at 10:30 am. and 1
p m., Tom McCabe’s Paint Box The-
atre presents Raggedy Anne at the
Shea Theater in downtown Twmners
Falls. This family show promises cos-
tume changes galore. and lots of audi-
ence participation. Visit www: tommc-
cabe.com for more information.

The Deerfield Lions Club invites
you to attend the 25th Anniversary
Antique & Classic Auto Show on
Saturday, July 16, from 10 a m. to 3
pm. This fundraising event will be
held at Yankee Candle Village locat-
ed in South Deerfield.

Automobiles and trucks up to
1991 are invited to participate. with
pre-registration strongly encouraged.
Register your vehicle for just $10 in

advance, or $15 the day of the show.
All vehicles from the Brass Era can
enter at no charge.

Awards will be given for “Best in
Show,” “Top Forty Cars,” and “Peo-
ple’s Choice,” among others. Specta-
tor admission is free!

Come wander among the autos of
your past, listen to sounds of Justin
K’s Mobile DJ, and enjoy food from
Yankee Candle Village Food Booth
and Chandler’s Restaurant. In the
event of rain. the Auto Show will be
held on Sunday, July 17.

Enjoy a benefit concert, “Playing
for Paint,” to help restore the Wen-
dell Meetinghouse with a fresh coat
of paint. Held outside the Deja Brew
Pub in Wendell on Sunday, July 17.
from 1 to 6 p.m.

Bands include the Bear Moun-
tain Boys, Josh Levangie, Frances
Doughty, Richard Chase, Bill Klock,
and Shelley Hines & friends, includ-
ing Carrie Ferguson. A donation of
$10 to $20 is suggested. For more
info, please visit www.wendell-meet-
inghouse.org. The pub will be open.

Talking Hands Theatre, which
entertains children with puppets and
storytelling, presents Bugaboo Re-
vue at the Millers Falls Library on
Tuesday, July 19 at 10:30 a.m. Learn
more about why it’s important to
keep bugs alive and eat and garden
organically. Designed for ages 2 to
8. The program is supported by the
Montague Cultural Council.

And something else for car buffs:
come to the Riverside Car Show on
Thursday, July 21, at the Schuetzen
Verein, 55 Barton Cove Road in Gill.
The show starts around 6 p m.

Enjoy pre-1974 autos, trucks, rat
rods, street rods, and more. Cash bar
and food available. Contact “Chu-
wee” at Riverside Radiator, (413)
863-4049, for more information.

Earn your Junior Ranger Patch
from Mass Parks! Become a Con-
necticut River Watershed expert and
find out who lives along the Canal-
side Rail Trail and Connecticut River
in Turners Falls. The DCR staff at the
Great Falls Discovery Center offers a
four-part nature education workshop
on Mondays, July 25 through August

15, for young naturalists ages 8 to 11.
Friends and siblings welcome.
Children, with a parent or guard-
ian, should meet at the Discovery
Center lobby at 10:30 am. Junior
Ranger programs are free and open
to all. Space is limited. so please
register early at (413) 863-3221.

Franklin County Technical School
is holding their 40th Anmiversary
Gala & Fundraiser on Saturday,
July 30, at the Schuetzen Verein in
Gill. The event runs from 4 to 8:30
p.m., with dinner at 5 p m.

The event will feature live music
by the Old School Band, a chicken
or steak dinner for $20, and a fully
stocked cash bar. The event is open
to the public, and dinner tickets are
not required for attendance, but there
will be a $5 cover charge to help
with scholarships for two graduating
students.

Dinner tickets will only be
available until July 16, and will
not be sold at the door. To purchase,
visit www, fetsalumni.org, or call Sue
Kelley at (413) 325-7665. You can
also send a check or money order
to FCTS Alumni Association, PO
Box 450, Turners Falls, MA 01376.

Here are a few Montague Report-
er updates. Summer is here, which
means the paper is published every
other week. Therefore, there will be
no papers on July 14, July 28, Au-
gust 11, or August 25. We’ll return
to regular weekly publication in Sep-
tember! Mark your calendars please.

If you're getting out of town this
season, don’t forget to bring the
Montague Reporter on the road
with you while on vacation, and send
us a photo of yourself or your travel-
ing companions. See page A8 for an
idea of what we mean!

Finally, we are still looking for
someone to deliver papers in parts
of Millers Falls and Erving. Sum-
mer might be a good time to try it
out, because of nice weather and
only a few weeks of delivery, to see
if you wish to continue.

If you're interested or have ques-
tions, call (413) 863-8666, and we
will certainly get back to you!

Send your local briefs to
editor{@montaguiereporter.org.

STATE BUDGET from page A1

1%, while the education aid to the
Ambherst-Pelham Regional School
District will increase by approxi-
mately $84,000 or 0.9%.

Nearly all school districts in our
region — and in fact, nearly three-
quarters of the state, this coming fis-
cal year — do not qualify for aid under
the core Chapter 70 formula calcula-
tion. The state typically holds such
districts “harmless.” giving them the
same amount as the previous year
plus a small per-student increment.

The downside of this arrange-
ment is that the higher per-pupil in-
crement, while no doubt welcome
to local school officials, actually
increases the gap between formula-
driven Chapter 70 and what districts
actually get. So, despite nearly flat
Chapter 70 for the past decade and
a half, districts like Gill-Montague
and Ambherst-Pelham are perceived
as “getting more than they deserve.”
Efforts to reform the formula by ad-
justing its components often produce
widely varying outcomes, depending
on a district’s history.

Unrestricted general government
aid, the second-largest form of local
aid from the state, fared even worse
than Chapter 70 during the last re-

cession. But it is not burdened with a
complicated formula so all cities and
towns in the state received a roughly
4.3% increase this year.

For Montague, this means an in-
crease of $56,810, to $1.377.972.
Gill received a $9.642 increase
to $233.871; Leverett $7.076
to $171.624; Wendell $6,908 to
$167.569; and Erving $2.664 to
$64.264.

Of course. towns in the region
are not only dependent on local aid.
Their residents and programs also
go to state colleges and universities,
receive housing and health care sub-
sidies, make use of energy efficiency
programs and must deal with decay-
ing roads, bridges and sewer systems.
Declining projected state revenues
do not bode well for some of these
programs over the coming year.

For example. the budget for the
University of Massachusetts is fund-
ed at $506.3 million which, accord-
ing to the Massachusetts Budget and
Policy Center. is a cut of $6.8 mil-
lion, or 1.3%. “This amount of fund-
ing makes it more likely that tuition
and fees will continue to rise across
the system,” the Center notes.

The Emergency Assistance Shel-
ter program is funded in the budget

at roughly $40.5 million less than
this past year. This program has tra-
ditionally been underfunded, and
then requires supplemental appro-
priations during the fiscal year to
provide assistance to qualifying low-
income families and individuals.
The MassHealth program, the
state’s version of Medicaid and one
ofthe largest expenditures in the bud-
get, may be significantly underfund-
ed. Budget analysts with the Policy
Center say the budget is balanced
by making potentially low caseload
estimates and “pushing the payment
of some 2017 costs on to 2018.” The
budget also has a reduction of $3.4
million in funding for state parks.
Increasing local aid in a season
of reduced revenues has led to some
so-called “tough choices.” One par-
ticularly difficult choice was expe-
rienced by the Brick House Com-
munity Center in Turners Falls. The
center was notified it had lost all of
its annual $25.000 Youth At Risk
Grant rather abruptly last week.
That grant has helped the Brick
House fund street outreach through
the DIAL/SELF program, a youth
worker from AmeriCorps, onsite of-
fice hours in job readiness from the
Franklin County Career Center, and

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

its own payroll and supplies.

According to operations director
Jared Libby, the center, which has
recently been awarded some pro-
gram funding through the town of
Montague’s latest Community De-
velopment Block Grant, is hoping it
can avoid cuts in staff hours.

More cuts like this could be com-
ing during the next fiscal year. if rev-
enues contimie to decline. Accord-
ing to the Massachusetts Taxpayers
Foundation, a respected state fiscal
watchdog:

“The Conferees are to be com-
mended for producing an on-time
budget based on more realistic rev-
enue assumptions; however the so-
lutions put forth in this budget still
leave the state in a precarious finan-
cial position. The majority of the cuts
come from reducing the assumed
caseload for entitlement programs
— meaning that if caseload exceeds
present expectations, these savings
will not materialize.

“Furthermore the use of $150
million in reversion savings [unspent
reversions from projected spending]
leaves the state with fewer options to
address unexpected costs or revenue

shortfalls in the months Na

ahead...”
CALL 863-8666

_,/V_\
LIVE IN

EST. 1754
MONTAGUE?

a—

www.MontagueMA.net

local gossip, news & business listings

BACK 2 BACK
STATE CHAMPIONS

Helmet Drive
July 9

9 a.m. to noon

Avenue A & 7th Street
Avenue A & 3rd Street

TO HELP FUND STATE
CHAMPTONSHIP JACKETS
AND A BANQUET FOR
THE TFHS 2016 VARSITY
SOFTBALL TEAM!

Donations also welcome online
at gofundme.com/2c5zgzg
or by check to:
Turners Falls High School
c/o Thommi Hall
222 Turnpike Road
Montague, MA 01351

NAaNCY L. DOLE
Books & EPHEMERA

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays
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WAGON
WHEEL

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner
Homemade
Ice Cream

SISO RO R

Route 2
Over In Gill
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<SERS COOPERATIVE EXCiajs

£ Encalhr Owned Since ISlE )]

269 High Street - Greenfield|
(413) 773-9639

Local
Farmer-Owned

Products for the home,
farm, pets, yard & garden

If you
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it
We GOT it!

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

THES
?EorLE

OPEN DAILY
LUNCH and DINNER
24 Federal St. Greenfield
113-0333 / thepeoplespint.com

The Pinf Says: TURN THE KEY!

When you idle your car's engine for more

than 10-20 seconds, you're wasting fuel.
Save on Gas - Save our Climafe

Monday - Wednesday 10 to 6 Thursday - Sunday 10 to 8
K MILL

onireentictd Bhey

413-367-9206  www.montaguebookmill.com
Books you don't need in a place you can't find.

S

e

B. RUBIN & SONS INC.

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Shocks * Tires = Batteries * Starters
Struts * Tune-ups « Brakes * Qil Change

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. * 413-863-2236
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO, 13051

FREE ESTIMATES
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" PAPER
Week of July 11
BOTTLES & CANS

Week of July 18
in Montague

more info? eall: 863-20564

‘Uniquities,
Frivolities,
Un-necessariums

~ Creative items ~

.p bringing
ﬁ joy to [ife
Open Thursday-Saturday
12-5 pm or by app't
125A Avenue A Turners Falls
413.834.8800

www.ninasnook.com

GREEN

R IVER
ZEN CENTER

Practice, Study,
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org

(413) 695-8786

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
* Other Major Brands
¢ Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622

JiMonag
(AN
n
N

Who |
. helped
.~ you find
| your way |
when you
| were |
. ateen? |

The Partnership
www.gmpartnership.org
413-863-3604 N
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held a “meet and greet” event last
Thursday to interact with parents,
teachers, and interested members of
the community.

Sullivan said he had concluded
that Pitrat was the “best fit” for the
position. “Her leadership will be
grounded in knowing what good
instructional and school community
practices look like.” he wrote, “and
she is highly motivated to support
school staff... Sheffield will be able
to continue its forward progress with
little lost momentum.”

“I'm excited to be beginning this
new position,” Pitrat said, reached at
her home on Wednesday. “T’m look-
ing forward to continuing the work
we’ve been doing with literacy and
writing, helping the staff continue
their work with these programs.”

Pitrat begins her position as prin-
cipal immediately. A search for a new
assistant principal will begin soon.

Hillcrest Improvements

As reported in our June 16 article
on the investigation of Hillerest El-
ementary School by the Disabilities
Law Center (DLC). the superinten-
dent’s office received the DLC’s re-
port on June 7. but were told it was
not intended to be released publicly.

In discussions with the Law Cen-
ter, Sullivan explained that given
media coverage of allegations of
abuse and neglect in the “calm down
room” at Hillcrest, it was not practi-
cal to keep the report, which found
no evidence of either, private.

The DLC agreed to allow public
release of the document, with some
redactions made to protect student
privacy. The report offered several
recommendations for better practice
around the use of the room.

Sullivan was free to discuss the
particulars with the Gill-Montague
school committee at their meet-
ing on June 28, after the document
was released publicly. He had de-
scribed, without specifics, some of
the DLC’s recommendations at the
June 14 meeting, but a few details
added to the picture, regarding what
changes the district had made since
the DLC’s February site visit, or
planned to make.

Sullivan said the district wel-
comed the recommendations. “The
school and the district are commit-
ted to providing all Hillcrest students
with current best practices in the field
of therapeutic programming, trawma
informed care, restraint and time-out
practices,” he said.

The report noted the narrow win-
dow in the room’s door of the calm
down room did not provide full visi-
bility. Sullivan said the school would
be making a larger window for the
door this summer, and will place a
convex mirror in a ceiling corner.

The report also found there was
no consistent log kept of the room’s
use. Sullivan said this is not a require-
ment or recommendation by the De-
partment of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), but that the
school had initiated a log in January
2016. Staff fill out an incident report
each time they place a student into
the room, similar to ones required for
student restraint. “These reports will
be filed with, logged and reviewed
by the school principal, and shared
with parents,” he explained.

The DLC was concerned about
the fact that the door could be locked
from the inside. (It was not possible
for it to be locked from the outside,
which some had claimed on social
media sites.) Sullivan explained that
this was a security measure, used
on all doors in the school, allowing
students to “shelter in place” safely

if necessary. Teachers carried a key
that could unlock it, he said.

He and Hillcrest principal Sarah
Burstein discussed this, and decided
to remove the lock, since a teacher
would always be there with a student
and could quickly direct them to a
safe room in the case of an emergen-
cy. He said he believed the lock was
removed in February.

The report indicated concern
over unclear guidelines for when
the calm down room should be used,
how it should be used, and how par-
ents should be notified when the
room is used.

Sullivan said he agreed with
those concerns. The DESE does not
provide protocols, he said, so his ad-
ministration developed their own,
and submitted them to the DLC for
feedback. He also added that the dis-
trict has developed a procedure for
parental notification.

Fun With Procedure

School committee chair Michael
Langknecht said the committee’s at-
torney, Adam Dupere, had clarified
that they do not have to vote to allow
non-members to participate remotely
in executive session negotiations.

Members voted unanimously to
revoke a vote they had taken June
14 to authorize someone’s remote
participation.

Langknecht said that all mem-
bers present must be able to hear
what is being said by any non-mem-
ber calling in to participate in such
a session.

Budget Recap
District business manager Joanne

Blier reported on end-of-year figures

for charter and choice expenditures.

For FY’16, the district had bud-
geted for $700,000 in school choice
revenue. It took in $803,098, creat-
ing a surplus of $103,098.

The district had budgeted
$1.450,000 in school choice ex-
penses. The actual cost came to
$1.495.499, leaving a deficit of
$45,499.

Charter revenue was budgeted at
$170,000, but only $89,316 came in,
leaving a deficit of $80,684. Charter
expenses were budgeted at $950,000
and came to $947,927, leaving a slim
$2.073 surplus.

The four lines amounted to a net
deficit of $21.012.

The budget for FY'17 is ap-
proximately the same for the school
choice lines, but the charter revenue
budget was increased to $200,000 in
revenues and $110,000 in expenses.

Blier also reported an unexpected
expense was revealed in a detailed
school choice report, which showed
an out-of-district placement the dis-
trict had not been aware of because it
had been made by another district.

Ordinarily, a school district to
which a student has transferred
through school choice would inform
the home district when it places a
student requiring special education
support into a third district, but this
had not happened.

This placement would have
cost Gill-Montague an additional
$39.857. Blier said the district was
able to re-submit its Extraordinary
Relief claim to the DESE, and
was reimbursed for the additional
amount for this student in full. Bli-
er said she appreciated the state’s
quick response, which allowed the
payment to be included inthe FY’16
budget year.

The next regular school commit-
tee meeting will be held on July 12
at 6:30 p m. in the TV stu-
dio at Turners Falls High
School.

M
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Summer Jobs

The Brick House Community
Resource Center, located at 24
Third Street in Turners Falls, will
be hosting a Summer Jobs & Be-
yvond Application Event this Fri-
day, July 8, from 11 am. to 1 pm.

Summer Jobs & Beyond, a pro-
gram offered through Community
Action! Youth Programs, gives
youth who are residents of any of
the villages of Montague (Turners
Falls, Millers Falls. Lake Pleas-
ant. Montague City and Montague
Center) — or who are residents of
another town, but are students at
Turners Falls High School — the
opportunity to work at a site in the
community during the summer.

Applicants must be sixteen
years of age or older, and entering
their Junior or Senior year of high
school.

Representatives from Commu-
nity Action and the Brick House
will be present to assist interested
teens and their parents with the
application process. Parents must
sign the application form for any
teen under the age of 18, and finan-
cial information is required.

Successful applicants will be
placed at a local site, of which the
Brick House is one, where they

Montague Teens — Final

& Beyond for

2 Vi

will earn $10 an hour while build-
ing their skills and talents, and
gaining work experience.

The deadline for applying is
July 8. so if an interested teen can-
not attend this event, they can ac-
cess the application by going to
www.communitvaction.us/vouth-
programs.hfml and clicking on
the link for the youth application.
Finished applications can be hand-
delivered to Community Action
Youth Programs at 154 Federal
Street in Greenfield or faxed to
(413) 774-7565, but they must be
received by Friday afternoon.

This program is funded with a
two-year grant awarded by the US
Department of Labor’s Employ-
ment and Training Administration,
entitled Summer Jobs & Bevond:
Career Pathways for Youth.

LEONARD from page A2

huge effort to make me feel at
home.”

This year, the Class of 2016
hosted members of the Class of
1991 at a school meeting. (One of
the advantages of the school’s size,
says Ms. Leonard, is that the entire
school can gather once a week.)

At this meeting, the Class of
1991 opened a time capsule they
had buried twenty-five years ago.
There was a yearbook, a copy of
the newspaper, a varsity sweater,
and some tapes of popular music of
the time.

These items prompted the Class
of 2016 to create a time capsule of
its own, and to think about change:
Twenty-five years from now, will
our cell phones be recognizable?
Will there be printed textbooks?
‘What message would the class like
to send into the future?

There are always surprises in a
new job. In response to a question
about low enrollment and students
who choice out to other schools,
Ms. Leonard says, “It surprises me
that anyone would think this is not
a great place to send their kids to
school. We have dedicated teach-
ers, plenty of academic opportunity
and beautiful facilities.”

She adds, “Our action plan is to
be a school where parents want to
send their children and where those
children want to stay. I've tried to
find ways to broadcast the small
wonderful things that are happen-
ing here.”

There’s a Gill-Montague Face-
book page. with frequent updates
about student council events, clubs,
honor roll awards, winning sports
teams, and more. Enrollment num-
bers do not tell the entire story; the
social and economic demographics
of the town contribute as well. This
district’s enrollment is influenced by
factors beyond the control of leader-
ship, says Ms. Leonard, citing hous-
ing instability and custody issues.

“Though I appreciate the work

CALL 863-8666

that goes into the economics of en-
rollment.” she says, “for now. I am
concentrating on the quality of our
teachers and learning environment.

“I would love to take a walk
around the school with anyone who
questions the learning environment
here.”

I suspect she might change some
minds. This writer has spent con-
siderable time at the school in the
past year. I have seen enthusiastic
young people assuming positions of
leadership. I have listened to peer
mediators so dedicated and well-
trained that they sound like adults.
And I know that does not tell the
whole story about any school. My
experience only demonstrates that
those who want to succeed can do
so at the Great Falls Middle School
and Turners Falls High.

Ms. Leonard has a hard job. The
two schools once had separate prin-
cipals. She has chosen to see this
as an opportunity, and likes know-
ing she’ll see the middle-schoolers
through their high school years.
She will be at their games. stop in at
student council meetings, fight for
the programs they want and need,
and encourage their teachers.

She also points out the advan-
tages of having the middle school
in the same building as the high
school. “For me as the principal
and for the teachers and coaches,
we get to know these kids well, and
the transition from middle school
to high school is achieved without
trauma,” she said.

Before setting off for a well-de-
served vacation, Leonard put in a
plug for the federally funded sum-
mer grants program. Turners Falls
was one of just eleven schools na-
tionally who got this grant, which
places high school students who are
sixteen and older in summer jobs.
There are still a few openings, and
interested students should contact
the school. The program
provides support services Wa
and transportation! —
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and retreat routes of Captain Wil-
liam Turner’s militia.

The analysis method termed
KOCOA (key terrain, observation,
cover and concealment, obstacles)
was developed by the US Army as
a model to evaluate military signifi-
cance of battlefield terrain. In Phase
I, initial evaluation of “core” and
“ancillary” sectors was conduct-
ed on local sites of the event that
helped bring an end to King Philip’s
War. That event, which was essen-
tially an attack on a refugee camp
in the neighborhood now known as
Riverside in Gill, claimed the lives
of more than 300 women, children,
and elderly, and has gained noto-
riety as a genocidal act. A debate
about that event continues on, often
heatedly, even 340 years later.

The 320-page Final Report,
available on the Town of Montague
website and in local libraries, is the
most definitive compilation of doc-
umentation to date on that event.

The information available to our
townspeople about the land they
walk upon in their everyday lives,
the roles played in ancient events by
familiar landscape features, and the
stories of 340 years of both colonial
and tribal generations native to our
place on the river, can be now in-
serted into the 10,000-year histori-
cal narrative of this landscape.

The first step in Phase 11 will be
the posting of an RFP (request for
proposals), which is expected to at-
tract archaeological teams compet-

ing for the Phase II contract. All
contracting, reporting, and disburse-
ment of funds will pass through the
Town of Montague, with the support
of the Battlefield Advisory Board,
made up of the historical commis-
sioners of five towns — Montague,
Gill, Greenfield, Deerfield, North-
field — and the four tribes mentioned
above. (As a historical commission-
er of Erving, I serve as chair of the
advisory board.)

The archaeological team will
conduct investigations of the sites
using metal-detecting equipment.
Since this is a battlefield study, con-
ducted on actual or suspected terrain
where there was military action, the
team will be searching for metallic
items such as musket balls, metal
uniform buttons, buckles, metal ar-
rowheads fashioned by tribal sol-
diers from brass pots, and any other
metal artifacts that may have been
dropped by battle participants.

Already identified have been
musket balls from the Riverside
neighborhood and from vicinities
near the White Ash Swamp and
Cherry Rum Brook. Stone imple-
ments, arrowheads, bone fragments,
being non-metallic, will likely not
be found, and certainly not detected
by metal-detecting equipment.

When a metallic object is found,
a flowerpot-sized plug will be dug,
the artifact removed, and the plug
replaced. There will be no test pits
excavated. Artifacts relating to mili-
tary action will become the property
of NPS. Eventually these objects

will be returned to the towns to be-
come part of an exhibit housed in
a local museum, or an anticipated
cultural center possibly located in
Montague.

Close to two dozen landown-
ers in Gill and Greenfield, plus the
utility FirstLight Power Resources,
have volunteered to have their prop-
erties surveyed by the metal detect-
ing team. Landowner participation
is entirely voluntary, and owners
may opt out at any point.

Other objectives of the project
will be refining GIS data files to
include the boundary of the 1676
Great Falls Battlefield, locations
of camps, major engagements and
individual actions, associated cer-
emonial sites, and the distribution
of artifacts and features.

So far, one of the unexpected bo-
nuses of this Battlefield study has
been the lively debate over the mul-
tiple interpretations of these histori-
cal events. Interested historians, in
addition to descendants of both the
original English settlers and Native
tribes present that day, have engaged
in debate and discussion of the deep
history of King Philip’s War, as if it
had happened yesterday.

In addition, the solid collabora-
tion between the five towns and the
four Indian tribes of the region has
been another unexpected benefit.
The cooperation modeled by the
towns and tribes is forming a tem-
plate for future Tribal-Town proj-

ects and relations throughout
New England. m

SOUND from page A1

feather. The wet coolness on my skin
reminds that the veils of conscious-
ness are thin and permeable.

“Ancient practices are coming
back,” Matilainen says later. “His-
tory repeats itself.”

As a psychotherapist and licensed
mental health counselor, Matilainen
works in schools, where she notices
that children are the “whistleblow-
ers” for stress and anxiety.

“Everyone has generalized anxi-
ety now,” she says. “Stress triggers
illness, so we have to treat stress.”

As a sound healer, she says she
sees her clinical background, heri-
tage and spirituality all coming to-
gether. The drums, singing bowls
and gongs are, “bringing energy
sources into the body to synchronize
the body on an energy level,” Mati-
lainen says. “We have to think on a
quantum level, and we have to think
on a holistic level, and we have to
think on a preventative level.”

Matilainen says that while we are
“disconnected from the earth, and
need to tune in with our senses,” she
sees integrative wellness practices
becoming more widely accepted.

She speaks of a trend in psychia-
try, due to pressures from insurance
companies, of prescribing psycho-
tropic medications in ever-increas-
ing doses, with more medications
to treat side effects of those drugs,
rather than to help with symptoms
temporarily while one works on root
causes.

Matilainen takes umbrage at the
medical field’s reliance on pharma-

ceutical drugs for quick answers, and
to what she calls “Big Pharma’s” re-
liance on the “revolving door of drug
addiction” for profit.

“Providers mean well,” she says,
but face exhaustive amounts of pa-
perwork, driven by the potential for
liability and medical malpractice
lawsuits. They have less time to see
more patients, many of whom turn to
holistic alternatives when their needs
are not met.

Matilainen is a seeker. She recalls
growing up in New Jersey amongst
sisters who all experienced psychic
gifts in different forms. Their mother,
who grew up in West Virginia, was
a true mountain woman, says Mati-
lainen, deeply influenced by Native
American heritage.

According to Matilainen, her
mother, also named Leslie, was part
Melungeon — an Appalachian group
of mixed African, European and Na-
tive American ancestry — during a
period, and in a place, of extreme
racism. She ran away from home
at 16, married, and moved with her
husband to New Jersey. Though the
elder Leslie did not pass on tradition-
al knowledge from her own upbring-
ing, including the medicinal uses
of plants, Matilainen found herself
drawn as an adult to healing work.

After leaving behind twenty years
as a musician in the Born Again
Christian Church, during which time
she says she learned not to speak
out about her psychic experiences,
Matilainen discovered that she heard
words and messages of guidance,
and started to pay attention, listen to,

and be taught by those voices.

She heard the word ‘“shaman,”
which she had not heard before, and
studied shamanism at the Michael
Harner Foundation for Shamanic
Studies, and with Steve Wilson at
Sacred Healing Grove in Mason,
NH. There, her studies were focused
on drum journeying — “listening to
the binaural beat of the drum is the
only way to dream while awake.”

She learned to call in the power
of the elements and call in the four
directions. This work helped her
see how emotional energy drives
intentions, however inadvertent that
sometimes is.

Later, it was “waterfall,” a word
which guided her to her current
home in Millers Falls. There, clients
receive sessions as the sound of a wa-
terfall, which runs directly under the
house, floats up through a renovated
outhouse within the healing room.

Matilainen stumbled across her
first singing bowls at a tent selling
Himalayan wares, where she would
listen to the sound each bowl made.
The vendor offered to trade bowls if
Matilainen would tune them for her.

She steadily increased her collec-
tion of bowls, and went on to study
intensively with Mitch Nur, Ph.D.,
archaeomusicologist and sacred
sound researcher, practitioner and
teacher at 9ways Academia, a sound
therapy school in Pennsylvania.

“Sound and light are on the same
energy spectrum,” Matilainen says.
“l am using them to fill the body
and excite it on a molecular level,”
to speed up the body’s vibration,

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU, INC.
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Tropical Storm/Hurricane Season

Now that the tropical storm/hurricane season
is here it is important to realize most insurance
companies will not accept policy limit increases
when a storm watch or warning has been issued

by the National Weather Service. Review and

increase your policy limits now if any are not
adequate. Be sure to visit our website

www.pzinc.com
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Here’s the way it was July 13,
2006: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Following a Tornado

At 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July
12, there was a virtual power wash
from the skies outside the windows
of the Montague Reporter.

A twister had gone through the
center of Wendell. Trees had fallen
into the road, bringing power lines
and poles with them. The Powl-
ing barn was missing, everything
looked different. Tops of trees were
missing, branches and treetops scat-
tered on lawns. There were walls
of impenetrable thicket, of bushes,
branches, and whole trees, where
once there has been a lane or drive-
way. A trailer was wrapped around
a tree at a home on Morse Village
Road. An exploded electrical box
was spotted on the common. Splats
of gooey black mud from swamps
at least a quarter of a mile away on
the side of a house.

Bob Schulman and Kate
O’Kane’s old pet goat was saved
from being stuck under a low pile
of jumbled boards. The skeletal
front wall of the former Wendell
senior center, the town’s first town
hall, was leaning even further north
than it used to — 10 inches out of
plumb — prompting the building in-
spector to call for it to be razed.

Montague Finally Has a Budget
Town meeting members got

down to the nitty gritty Wednes-
day night, July 12, working their

LOOKIING BACKS
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

way through a lengthy special town
meeting, carefully debating every
facet of a negotiated budget com-
promise and turning back a few of
the selectboard’s proposed cuts as
they closed a $600,000 budget gap.
Both the town and the G-M schools
came away with a budget in hand
by the time the meeting closed.

After a budget override was
turned back on June 6 by 58% of
the voters, the Montague select-
board, finance committee, and the
G-M school committee went back
to their respective drawing boards
and labored over cuts in prices and
personnel. Last night, town meet-
ing members added their views.

The most hotly contested of the
proposed cuts was the town nurse.
While some felt the position was
a luxury other area towns don’t
supply and Montague could no
longer afford, others argued for
the position.

In the end the town nurse was
retained while two DPW positions
were cut (a tree specialist and a me-
chanic, both of whom have worked
for over 20 years at the department)
and many other reductions were
made to the town budget.

The reduced school budget will
entail a cut of seven positions in
the district: five teachers, and two
paraprofessionals. Much discus-
sion also revolved around the state
mandating certain things from the
board of health and the school sys-
tem without funding them.

Seventy-one  town  meeting
members attended Wednesday’s
meeting, ten more than the needed
quorum.

she explains. She works to bring the
body up to a point of relaxation, aim-
ing to synchronize and harmonize.
Matilainen, also a Spiritualist
reverend, will be offering a “Sound
Splash™ at the National Spiritualist
Alliance at Lake Pleasant, 2 Mon-

tague Avenue, on Saturday, July 23
at 7 p m. She will play singing bowls
and gongs. Bring something com-
fortable to lie on, though a few air
beds will be provided. Cost is $10.

Expect your body to relax,
M

release, and energize!

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

TABLETS!

Stop by your local,
friendly computer
store & check them out!

151 Avenue A
Turners Falls, MA 01376

413.863.5447
www.about-facecomputers.com

" I‘-lbth-Foce

Computer Solutions

fontague Mini Storage | MikeFuller-owner

(MEnRGIE M Seomide | ik Pular-anied

413-863-4680

The Best Hiding
Place in Town

ZBASICALLY

BICYCLES

Come try the ultimate in
performance and comfort.

Recumbents « Trikes « Electric Bikes

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376
(413) 863-3556 = www.basicallybicycles.com
Wed - Sat 10 to 5:30 Sunday 10 - 4

Ffrench Ring

Restaurant & MHotel

OpPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M.

@ ||
1

AH STONE

* J

Authentic American Food & Drink
at the Montague Bookmill

\'_‘/

THEALVAHSTONE.COM « 413.367.5345 = OPEN 7 DAYS + NIGHTS

PLAYGROUXD

SKATESHOP

INDOOR RAMP | SKATEEDARDS I CLASSES
149 3RD ST TURNERS FALLS | 413-282-8758
PLAYGROUNDSKATEBEODOARDING.COM
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WENDELL from page A1

Fiske neighbor and advisory
committee member Jenny Caron
said the area is a conservation area
first, and then a recreation area. A
sign at the entrance clearly states
that there is no lifeguard, and that
alcohol and fires are prohibited,
but the print is small.

A suggestion was made for a
larger sign with larger letters that
clearly state, “No Alcohol. No
Fires. No Smoking” on the ftrail
and by the beach.

Police chief Chase said that he
checked license plates at the pond
recently, and five of the eleven cars
were from Wendell, with others
from Greenfield and Northampton.
Because the town got state money
for its purchase of Fiske Pond, it
may not restrict the beach to Wen-
dell residents, and restricting ac-
cess is not the aim.

Chase said he could not enforce
the alcohol ban because there is no
town bylaw that prohibits alcohol
on town property. He can advise
people to stop drinking, and he has
done that.

One suggestion was to limit use
by making the parking lot smaller.
Parking is prohibited across the
street, but not on the Fiske Pond
side. The internet has allowed
more widespread knowledge of the
pond, and of the fact that there is
no fee for its use.

Most Fiske Pond users have fol-
lowed the rules, and while there
is no way to stop misuse, a more
regular police presence can help, it
was suggested.

Settling Up

The 2017 fiscal year started the
day after the meeting, but not all
2016 finances had yet been settled,
and town coordinator Nancy Al-
drich brought up several transfers
from one account to another so that
books end the year balanced.

The WRATS bulky waste free
collection is costing the town
$4.375.15 so far, and board mem-
bers approved transferring that
money from the veterans’ benefits
account which is renewed on July
1, with the new fiscal year.

They allowed a transfer of
$75.86 from the highway expense
account to the snow and ice remov-
al account. extra WRATS payroll
expense for the bulky waste col-
lection from the town office repairs
account, and $100 from the select-
board expense account to the town
administrator expense account.

Accounts that will be carried
forward into 2017 include the town
auditor expense — required because
of the USDA loans — treasurer’s ac-
count, tax title taking account, web-
site training account, broadband
consultant account, and cemetery
grave openings accoumt.

Not entirely certain about what
the fire department has spent of
authorized money, board members
agreed to speak with fire chief Joe
Cuneo or the finance committee
before they carried items over or
returned them to free cash: money
authorized for air tanks, face masks,

turnout gear, the garage air cleaning
system, the Swift River School capi-
tal projects account. They agreed to
consult with the town emergency
manager, Lonny Ricketts, about the
emergency management account.

The town has until July 15 to fin-
ish finances for FY’16, and the se-
lectboard has invited the fin com to
its July 13 meeting.

Another Committee

Chair Christine Heard and board
member Dan Keller signed appoint-
ment slips for 2017, but held back
from the broadband committee ap-
pointments until their next meeting.

At the June 15 selectboard meet-
ing some broadband committee
members had proposed a subcom-
mittee of theirs to oversee construc-
tion of the fiber network, while the
larger committee continues its work
on the financial and administrative
part of the work.

Selectboard members felt that
would be a committee layer too
many, and preferred forming two
new committees: one that oversees
construction, and a separate opera-
tions committee. Overlap of mem-
bers is possible, and with partici-
pation by fin com and selectboard
members, would even be helpful.

Septic Lending

Treasurer Carolyn Manley met
the selectboard to discuss the town’s
community development block grant
(CDBG) fund. as it applies to a sep-
tic loan prograim.

Wendell has money it can lend,
she said, but the systemisinaholding
pattern because the original terms of
the loan program have expired. The
town can continue to lend money,
but now will have to administer the
program, and with boards changing
members, keeping track of loans and
payments might get sticky.

Loan repayments may be incor-
porated into residents’ tax bills,
allowing a cleaner collection av-
enue, but the town would have to
authorize that.

Heard said she would meet with
the board of health and the town
health agent, Wibby. who is familiar
with the program. to explore the best
approach. Wendell may also return
that money to the general fund.

Other Business

Manley asked for a transfer of
money from the treasurer’s assis-
tant account so she can replace her
old computer, which has outlived
its usefulness. The selectboard ap-
proved that transfer.

The Swift River School trans-
portation account is short $13.091,
and the selectboard approved trans-
fer of that amount from the reserve
fuind, which had before the transfer
$14,906, and will be replenished
with the new fiscal year.

The board approved having Den-
nis Hudson clean the senior center
one or two howrs a month, paid for
out of the grant that the Council on
Aging gets from the state.

Lisa Peppin resigned from the
cemetery  commission. Former
commission chair Richard Mackey

asked to be appointed to the com-
mission. Commissioner Joel Sears
supported his appointment for his
financial knowledge, and Mackey
lost re-election for the commission

by only two votes.

Keller said that most of the repre-
sentatives to the Municipal Coalition
Against the Pipeline want the coali-
tion to stay together and be ready
for “other atrocities” that come in
this direction. They would meet ir-
regularly now that Tennessee Gas is
not pursuing the natural gas

pipeline it had proposed.

PICKLES
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RYNB PICKLES

Naturally Fermented & Raw

LAlei e LT

SAUERKRAL

www.realpickles.com
(413)774-2600

Available at

Upinngil and Food City!

Greenfield, MA

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Three Dogs, One Bear, One Bat, 25 Vehicles

Tuesday, 5/24

4:55 pm. Call to the sta-
tion. Subject with loose
dog. Animal control officer
handled same.

8:44 pm. Report of two
loose dogs on Route 2 in
Farley area. Same returned
to owners.

Wednesday, 5/25

11:40 am. Alarm at French
King Motel. Found to be
false alarm.

Thursday, 5/26

9:01 a.m. Report of two
car motor vehicle crash on
Route 2 in Farley Flats.
Assisted state police on
scene. Erving fire depart-
ment on scene.

11:30 a.m. Report of large
black bear on Northfield
Road near Poplar Moun-
tain Road.

4:05 p.m. Report of mo-
tor vehicle crash on Route
2 at Wheelock. Same un-
founded.

11:15 p.m. Report of two
suspicious vehicles on Pa-
per Mill Road. Located one
disabled motor vehicle. No
other vehicles in the area.
Friday, 5/2%

12:45 pm. Caller reports
suspicious motor vehicle on
Northfield Road. Checked
same. Appeared to be a dis-
abled motor vehicle.

1 pm. Tractor trailer
parked on Route 2 in front
of convenience store.
Same advised was a no-
parking zone.

8:06 p.m. Disabled motor
vehicle on Mountain Road.
Assisted same.

Saturday, 5/28

7:43 pm. Criminal com-

plaint issued to -
I o

ating a motor vehicle after
revocation of license.
Monday, 5/30

1:33 pm. Motor wehicle
crash on Route 2 near
River Road. Assisted state
police with scene.
Tuesday, 5/31

11 a.m. Disabled vehicle,
Route 2 easthound. Stood
by for tow.

Wednesday, 6/1
7:18 am. Criminal com-

plant issued to

for speeding and operat-
ing a motor vehicle with
revoked license.

11 am. Arrested .

on court

warrant.

12 p.m. Welfare check East
Prospect Street. Found to
be fine.

1:25 p.m. Criminal com-

plaint issued

operating a motor vehicle

for

while suspended.

2:57 pm. Report of suspi-
cious person, Route 2 at
Wheelock. Located same.
3:50 pm. Report of two-
car crash on Route 2 at
Prospect Street intersec-
tion. Assisted state police
on scene.

4:20 pm. Advised of log
blocking westbound lane
of Route 2. No obsiruc-
tion found.

Thursday, 6/2

2:10 pm. Welfare check
East Prospect Street. Same
found to be fine.

6:15 p.m. Report of bale of
hay in roadway, Route 2 at
Route 2A. Unfounded.
6:30 p.m. Medical emer-
gency Poplar Mountain
Road. Assisted on scene.
Friday, 6/3

6:05 p.m. Criminal appli-

cation issued to

for illegally attaching
plates.

8:45 pm. Report of dis-
traught subject at Dunlkin
Donuts. Met with same.
Report taken.

10:45 pm. Report of
loud fireworks at For—
est Street. Checked area.
Nothing found.

Saturday, 6/%

10:15 am. Report of IRS
call to Ridge Road resi-
dent. Found to be same
IRS scam that is going
around.

12:15 p.m. Report of Pub-

lishers Clearing House

scam call to Forest Street
resident.

Monday, 6/6

4 pm. Officer at station
to speak with resident re-
garding issue with another
subject. Report taken.
10:30 p.m. Reportof neigh-
bor disturbance at Forest
Street. Report taken.
Tuesday, 6/7

8:28 a.m. Report of suspi-
cious vehicle at State Road.
Same gone upon arrival.
5:45 pm. Medical emer-
gency, Pratt Street. As-
sisted on scene.

Thursday, 6/9

6 am. Report of fire at
mill on Paper Mill Road.
Assisted Erving FD on
scene.

Friday, 6/10

10:35 am. Report of phone
scam at Lilhans Way resi-
dence. Report taken.

12:25 p.m. Report of a
tractor trailer on Route
2. Lost load and is on
roadway. Same under
investigation.

10:55 p.m. Report of fe-
male subject letting air out
of tires at Renovators Sup-
ply. Report taken.

Sunday, 6/12

11:30 a.m. White van re-
ported on side of Route
2. Found to be hikers. Not
a hazard.

2 pm. Tree down. Bloclk-
g North Street. Tree re-
moved by Erving highway
department.

2:43 p.m. Report of possi-
ble breaking and entering
at Weatherheads Storage
Sheds. Found to be renter
of shed. Same forgot key.
Monday, 6/13

7:500 pm. Possible illegal
dumping at Laurel Lake.
Incident report taken.
Wednesday, 6/15

1:30 p.m. Disabled motor
vehicle on Prospect Street.
Not a hazard. Making own
arrangements.

Thursday, 6/16

12:12 a.m. Motor vehicle
crash on Route 2 near
Bridge Street. Assisted

on Scene.

CALL 863-8666

9:25 am. Report of break-
ing and entering and lar-
ceny at River Street resi-
dence. Same under nves-
tigation.

7:15 pm. Report of tres-
pass at Renovators Supply.
Subject was asked to leave.
11:45 p.m. Noise complaint
Pratt Street. Subject in car
blasting music. All quiet
upon arrival.

Sunday, 6/19

8:30 pm. Medical emer-
gency at Laurel Lake
Campground. Assisted on
scene.

Monday, 6/20

2:30 p.m. Disabled motor
vehicle on Route 2 East
Main Street. Assisted pet-
ting same into safe loca-
tion. Owner taking care
of tow

Tuesday, 6/21

7:09 a.m. Animal complaint
at Forest Street. Bat in the
house. Animal control offi-
cer to assist same.

10:20 a.m. Report of two
suspicious males at Veter-
ans Park on Moore Street.
Checlked same, no issues.
Thursday, 6/23

9:07 a.m. Report of larce-
ny at Pocket Saver. Report
taken and under investiga-
tion.

4:30 pm. Report of tree
on wires on Swamp Road.
Same removed.

Friday, 6/24

2:32 pm. Disabled motor
vehicle on Route 2 1 Far-
ley Flats. Same just taking
a break. No hazard.
Saturday, 6/25

6:35 p.m. Criminal appli-

cation issued to -

for operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended
license.

10:45 p.m. Disabled motor
vehicle at Papermill Road.
Same all set.

Sunday, 6/26

9:10 am. Report of small
fire on side of Northfield
Road near sub station. As-
sisted with traffic. Erving
fire on scene.
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(@0)Y15180Y ENT TO EXCELLENCE| (* X ) |Dudek Tax Service
KUSTOM AUTOBODY _—" \ FRED HOLMGREN ;0 Mosclv:niﬁ Ave ,
MA Reg #RS2066 \ == : : : urners Falls \
8 P 2 [ &R
-\ Piano Tuning & Repair bk %)9&
‘ -\ Serving central New England —_
48 Randall Road ’ for more than 35 years Frank J. Dudek P
Montague ’ 978-544-5494 Kelly Berthiaume /
Phone/413-863-3780 ,‘ fredholmgren@gmail.com 413.863.5394 - Office
. 413.775.3327 - Cell A

Mike Fuller, Owner — : o

ike Fuller, Owner L ¥ frankd 74@yahoo.com s

W | EDLWARDS TREE SERVIL'E _

- ;1 Matthew Edwards
Lertified Arborist
Tree Climbing Specialist - Fruning And Removals
Stump Grinding + Practicing Fine Arboriculture
Residential / Commercial / Municipal
60 Ft. Aerial Lift = Brush Chipping
Fully Insured With Workers Comp. “Insurance and Liability,
WWW.MATTEDWARDSTREE.COM .
Wendell, MA -

Bryan G. Hobbs
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Water on the Web

By LISA MCLOUGHLIN

Given recent headlines about Flint, Michigan’s
problem with lead, and a local E. coli scare over
the winter, it seems a good idea to think more about
water and how we depend upon it.

Here’s some great information direct from the
Connecticut River Watershed Council (CRWC),
which along with sixteen partners launched a 2016
Connecticut River water sampling program:

Water samples are tested for E. coli bacteria as
an indicator for all types of other pathogens that
could potentially make you sick. River users can
visit the “Is It Clean” web page located at Connect-
icutRiver.us to find bacteria test results at more than
147 niver access and recreation sites in Vermont,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and northern Con-
necticut. Samples are typically collected at each
site weekly or bi-weekly and test results are posted
online 24 hours later, through early October.

Water sample results are color-coded and map-
based to offer guidance about whether the water is
clean enough for swimming and boating. Results
are a snapshot of river conditions at the moment
the sample was taken, but give river users informa-
tion they can use to make informed decisions and
prevent potential illness.

The website provides bacteria data for the Con-
necticut River and more than 20 tributaries, includ-
ing the Chicopee River, Mill River (Northampton),
Mill River/Lake Warner (Hadley), the Farmington
River in Connecticut, the Ottauquechee and Black
rivers in Vermont, and many more.

The water sampling project is now in its ninth
year and is comprised of many partner organiza-
tions, all of which rely on trained volunteers to
help with sampling. Every year, these organiza-
tions must apply for grants and request donations
to keep their testing programs going. If you find
this information useful, support your local water-
shed organization by becoming a member! For
more information: ctriver.org

The U.S. Geological Survey maintains a web
site relevant to all things watery: usgs.gov/water/

Included on the site are stream flow conditions
on rivers, including 164 sites in Massachusetts, and
scientific information about water quality and how
it is tested. There are straightforward explanations
about how water moves on the surface and under
the ground.

It’s easy to get lost in this site, scrolling
through maps, reading reports, and gener-
ally exploring. There’s a lot of real-time and
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DEERFIELD - Professor Richard Little made 30,000 years of
history fly by for an engaged audience at a June 18 conference hosted
by Eaglebrook School. “Glacial Lake Hitchcock and Its Primal In-
habitants™ was the subject of the conference, presented by the west-
ern branch of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society at the private
school, which kindly provided space and food for the event.

Professor Richard Little presented the geological history of the
Connecticut River valley in his usual interesting and humorous way.
He highlighted dinosaur footprints. discovered in our area by stone
mason Dexter Marsh, and afterwards (and more famously) collected
and written about by professor Edward Hitchcock: and armored mud
balls. which Little himself discovered in our region. His talk provided
an excellent overview of the valley, allowing attendees to more easily
understand the context of the presentations that followed.

Barbara Calogero spoke about the abundant lithic resources
(rocks made into or flaked off of tools) found in a site in Deerfield.
Optical analysis showed that material from the west was brought here
to make these tools, as most of our native rocks are not suitable, being
too coarse-grained.

Richard Gramley spoke about the Paleo-American cultural
sequence in New England, the discovery of a Clovis point in
Northampton by Jason Lovett (who was on hand to show the point),
and the Bower Road mastodon site in New York. The Clovis point, an
isolated find in a farmer’s field, poses a mystery as to how it got there
since the 13,000 year old artifact was found alone and not with other
artifacts as would normally be expected.

If you have a scientific idea you'd like to write
about, a science-related book to review, an activity
to advertise, or would like to share your experiences
with science or any related field, please be in touch:
2 scr'.mcc@montaguafcportcr.org.

Lisa McLoughlin, editor

v-”___.

and i1ts Inhabitants

Professor Gramley used the example as a means to show how ar-
chaeological hypotheses are posed and then attempted to be proven.
The audience was invited to speculate and add their own theories,
some of which were deemed at least possible.

The mastodon portion of his presentation informed us that the last
mastodons were in our area about 12,400 years ago, and Gramley
believes they were wiped out by people hunting them. He suggests
that amateurs who have found sites get in touch with him, and that
everyone publish their ideas.

Local professional archaeologist Peter Thomas spoke about the
Riverside Archaeological District in Gill, and using the example of
a less-established river in Alaska, hypothesized how our Connecticut
River might have been “braided” in its younger days, meaning many-
stranded and meandering, and thus not a barrier to people wanting
to cross it. Thinking of the river’s bed as having been carved down
through the glacial lakebed sediments also gives clues as to where
sites of different ages could be found within the valley.

Lester Garvin, a professional aerial photograph interpreter and
map maker, made a fascinating presentation with maps showing the
shoreline of glacial Lake Hitchcock, and an analysis of where to find
archaeological sites based on access to the lake.

Stuart Fiedel demonstrated how scientific analysis of glacial
varves (the fossilized clay ripples that were once the bottom of the
lakebed) can provide more than an accurate timeline. Fish fin im-
prints were found, showing that arctic char were present in the lake
at about 15,500 years ago. He hypothesized that Paleo-era peoples
followed swan migration to the lakes, which means they had food
sources here.

In all, we learned quite a bit about glacial Lake Hitchcock, inchud-
ing that, in the Greenfield area, its shoreline was about 300 feet above
sea level: that Mt. Sugarloaf and the Holyoke Range were islands in
the lake: and that Native people visited the shores of this lake, which
hosted fish and waterfowl] at certain time periods.

For more information about the Massachusetts Archaeological
Society, visit massarchaeology.org.

Excample of a Clovis fluted blade that is 11,000 years old.
Dmage conrtesy of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

NatureCulture Events:

Bring blankets, chairs (no dogs one kind or another for the tracker

archived information, and it’s nice to know
someone is collecting it all, arranged by wa-
tershed. The site should be of special interest
to anyone wanting to expand on the excellent
information offered by the CRWC.

Moon
Calendar
for July &
August

New Moon
First Quarter
[Full Moon
Last Quarter
New Moon
First Quarter
Full Moon

Last Quarter

Monday, Jﬁ,l]lﬁr 11:
Tuesday, July 19:

Sky Events Calendar by Fred Espenak
and Sumit Dutta (NASA s GSFC). Moon
image by NASA / Bill Ingalls.

Growing Season: Women in
Agriculture and Food Production

The exhibit “Growing Season”
focuses on the growth and encour-
agement of women in agriculture
and food production at Massachu-
setts Agricultural College from
1910 through the 1930s.

With growing local food supply
issues from 1900-20 due to World
War I and population movement
from farms to cities, MAC started
special short course programs that
engaged women in practical agri-
culture, like gardening, fruit grow-
ing, dairying and also rural social
services and home economics.

On display in Special Collec-
tions and University Archives,
floor 25, are collections that re-
flect women and food production,
including cookbooks focused on
preservation and canning; Helen
Hunerwadel who taught and ad-
vised on agricultural in Burma and
Iran in the 1940s and 1950s; and
Elizabeth Henderson, an organic
farming pioneer and founding

member of the Northeast Organic
Farming Association.

Now through August 15.

UMass W.E.B. DuBois Library
Learning Commons (lower level)
& Floor 25 Archives

Info: Kirstin Kay: kav@library.
umass.edu or (413) 545-6834

The Little Farm Show: Where
Does Your Food Come From?

An original musical theatre
performance about farming, food,
and the environment courtesy of
North American Culture Labora-
tory Theater.

The play navigates through the
history of agriculture from 10,000
BCE to today, exploring sustain-
ability, local food systems, and
organic farming.

Steeped in history, philosophy,
and a wheelbarrow-full of infor-
mation, and will not only enter-
tain, but will ask people to consid-
er their food choices and the effect
those decisions have on their bod-
ies, the environment, and society.

please). All ages.

Sunday, July 10, 4 p.m.

On the lawn at Amherst Col-
lege Observatory off Snell Street,
Amberst. Tickets: $9 adults / $7
children under 12.

Info: kofest.com/the-little-farm-
show-nacl-theatre/

Accessible Birding with Joe

Join Joe Superchi on the second
Tuesday of the month (through
November) in a search for birds at
local sites. Open to birders of all
abilities.

Tuesday, July 12 and Tuesday,
August 9 from 8 to 10 am.

Meet at the Center at 100 Main
Street, Athol.

Call ahead for wheelchair van
access: (978) 248-9491

Info: Athol Bird Club: athol-
birdclub.org.

Quabbin Tracking
with David Brown

The intense mating activity
of mid-winter and spring settles
down to family life, leaving sign of

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

to find and construct scenarios of
largely hidden wildlife behavior.

Summer is the subtle season
where this sign may be harder to
find than on the surface of winter
snow, but the insights into wildlife
activity are a marvelous reward.

Sunday, July 24. Pre-registra-
tion required. Fee.

Info: dbwildlife.com

WeeMuse: Parent/Child
STEM Session

Join us for STEM as we ex-
plore Science, Technology. Engi-
neering and Math. This program is
designed for children ages 2 to 4
and their caregivers to teach con-
cepts at a level where sensory and
exploration rule their world. Older
and younger siblings are always
welcome to join in. Free.

Wednesday, August 10, 10:30
a.m. Berkshire Museum, 39 South
Street (Route 7), Pittsfield.

Reservations: Jesseca William-
son (413) 443-7171 ext. 334 or
Jwilliamson@berkshiremuseum.
org.Info. berkshiremuseum.org

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out! SPI
Deerfield: (413) 663-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

gretchenlmt@yahoo.com

" ‘ﬁ.g Bringing Peace to Tired Muscles

Low Back Pain, Weekend Warrior regrets,
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome or Plantar Fasciitis?

I can help

Gretchen Wetherby LMT

E Massage Offices in Shelburne Falls and Millers Falls
www.gretchenwetherby.massagetherapy.com
413-824-7063

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

www.tntprodj.net
413-522-6035
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C¢l¢!lrating Our 18th Year!
SHELBURNE

iU
Fire nr mu-r ]
Sinpe 1998

“Out o Abont - Sholbure Falls”
Reception July 16th, 4 to 7 p.m.

Music by Hal Bosco

26 Bridge Street Shelburne Falls Bring in thisad to enter
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Chris Mero and Sally Prasch drove a pick up fo the Montague
Cenfer wildltfe management area last weekend to haul away an
overflowing trash can and clean up the litter surrounding it. From now

on, visitors should carry out their trash and leave the area clean.

Tracking the Sun,
No%—Frac[(mg Gas

i 4 BEAUTIFUL
& Smile Starts With
Healthy Teeth

P i GEETU SHOKEEN, DMD
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The Gi1ll Tavern

Advice, Design it | Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

and Installation

www.thegilltavern.com Open Wed - Sun at 5 Pm Montague Dental Ar ts
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Dennis L. Booska Phone & Fax

Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 413-863-3690 CRUISE & TRAVEL . N W
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Booska’s Flooring COMPANY i EQSEAS&WI}EST

169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tﬂe ~~)™ 30 Montague Street _*
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Member Lino <) 3-COURSE
| The Flooring Network. THURSDAYS

413-863-3143 » 888-763-3143 $25
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com i

e Chain Saws
* Trimmers SUNDAY
e Leaf Blowers
BRUNCH
10:30 A. M
310 Federal St
Route 63 3-002
Mzﬂteague, MA 863 0013
(413) 367-2481 50 Third Street

sirumequip.stihidealer.net Downtown Turners Falls

OrVrsrtWalk—ln Enrollment Day } ;
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BOOK REVIEW

The Life
of Light

By RICHARD ANDERSEN

MONTAGUE - Bruce Watson,
Montague’s latest writer in resi-
dence, is a genius. His latest book,
A Radiant History from Creation to
the Quantum Age, is brilliant.

A combination of science, art,
history, religion, literature. and fan-
tasy, A Radiant History reads like
a novel. Amazing characters, dra-
matic conflicts, extraordinary ex-
periments, wonderful discoveries.
and marvelous adventures in travel
come together to celebrate a whole
about which we are very familiar
but know very little: light.

A Radiant History is also very
funny. Anyone who’s read Bruce’s
columns in the Amherst Bulletin
and Hampshire Life can testify to
his sense of humor. It’s in his DNA.

Those familiar with his Smithso-
nign magazine articles also know
how interesting. informative, and
thought-provoking he can be. The
same 1s true for his books, which
range from the man who invented
the erector set to Sacco and Vanzetti
to the Freedom Riders of 1964 to
the role the American Dream plays
in the lives of migrant workers.

These many columns, articles.
and books — in their own ways and
for different reasons — prepared
Bruce to take on a subject as vast
as the universe and smaller than the
tiniest laser beam.

Like some of the scientists he
writes about, Bruce breaks his sub-
ject into particles. He begins at the
dawn of western civilization, with
the Greeks. They adored light and
thought it “instantaneous™ because
they didn’t believe it traveled. It
was simply everywhere.

Then there is the inner light. The
ancient Chinese, South Asians, and
Arabs were so fascinated with light
they bestowed upon it all kinds of
metaphorical and spiritual qualities.
Did you know that manara in Arabic
means “place of light”? It’s where
the word “minaret” comes from.

Early Christians got into the act,
too. The Greek artist Apelles may

LIGHT

BRUCE Watsg

N

have painted grapes to look so real
that birds would peck at them, but
none of his paintings survive today.
No Greek paintings do. And all of
the paintings that have managed to
come down to us through the Middle
Ages look as if they were painted on
the brightest days of the year.

Enter Leonardo da Vinci. Imag-
ine him covering each painting with
a thin mixture of cypress and juniper
oils and particles only he knew what
to do with. The effect was to make
seamless the lines separating Mona
Lisa’s famous face from the back-
ground against which it appeared.

Now call to mind that other Mi-
chelangelo. The one who went by
the name of Caravaggio. He was
able to use light for dramatic effect,
and what he did in and around 1600,
Rembrandt and Vermeer perfected
before the century ended.

It was the light in one of Rem-
brandt’s last paintings, The Jewish
Bride, that caught the eye of Vin-
cent van Gogh who said he would
give up ten years of his life to sit for
two weeks in front of the painting
with only a crust of bread to eat.

But by van Gogh’s time, the re-
cently invented camera could de-
velop a better likeness of anyone or
anything than any artist could pro-
duce. Other ways had to be created
to represent the world. So where did
artists turn for inspiration? Light.
Not the light as it had shone on peo-
ple and objects for centuries, but the
visual sensations emitted by light as
it reflected from people and objects.
There’s a word for these artists: Im-
pressionists.

At the same time that Monet was
shining his special light on water
lilies and Edison was beginning the
process that did to the stars what
the pre-Impressionists had done to
art, Einstein was turning Newton’s
theory of gravity on its head and
himself into the great mind of the
twentieth century.

That means, among other things,

see LIGHT page B6

Turners Falls Goes to War: Part IX

Photograph of the company, from then-Major Pierces 1900 memoir ‘Reminiscences of the Expertences of Company 1.7

By REPORTER STAFF

This year, the Montague Report-
er is revisiting the Spanish-Ameri-
can War of 1898, particularly the
story of Company L of the Second
Regiment of the Massachusetts in-
Jantry, Franklin County’s unit in
what was then the Volunteer Army
of the United States.

We have so far published five let-
ters written by a voung Turners Falls
man named J.J. Sullivan, printed by
our predecessor, the Tumers Falls
Reporter, as well as excerpts from
that newspaper describing activities
on the home fiont.

Last week we ran Sullivan’s last
letter fiom the transport Seneca in
Tampa Bay, dated June 12, 1898,
which ran in the June 22 edition of
the Turners Falls Reporter.

To follow the story, we turn now
to the memoir of the company s cap-
tain, Frederick E. Pierce:

There were long days and mo-
notonous ones, but finally, under
protection of consorts, we started.

The suffering on these crowded
transports can be imagined when I
tell you we were on them fourteen
days before landing. The water is-
sued to the men was vile. It was
Mississippi water, but stored in foul
casks. The water drunk by the offi-
cers was the same but stored in an
iron tank and run through ice.

Ireported the condition of affairs
to the surgeon. but he said I was
mistaken, that the water was chemi-
cally pure. I finally took a cupful to
him and the odor was so offensive
that it nauseated him. I laid in with
the steward and between us we hy-
pothecated all the water we could,
and I passed it out of my state room
window to my men....

As senior officer of the Second
Regiment on board the “Seneca” it
was my duty, in company with the
majors of the Eighth. to inspect the

boat twice each day. The bunks,
made of rough boards, had been
thrown together hurriedly and every
inch of space was utilized.

The boat. filthy to start with and
overcrowded with men, supplies
and baggage. was hard to keep in

Captain Frederick E. Pierce, the
Greenfield postmaster whose 1900
memotr we are reading. The General
Pierce Bridge, between Montague City
and Cheapside, was named afier hin.
anything like a sanitary condition.
In consequence the lower decks

were foul and ill-smelling.

The men in a great measure
preferred to spend their time and
sleep on the upper deck and you
would find them huddled together
in every conceivable spot. Even
when it rained, they preferred the
fresh air and wet clothes to going
below where the air was close and
stifling. . ..

It was a grand sight to see the long
line of transports in three columns
guarded on the flanks and in advance
by the warships of our navy. I shall
never forget the magnificence of it
all. There were nearly fifty boats of
all kinds in this expedition. The sig-
nal lights at night, with their beauti-
ful colors and the long flash of the
search-lights, were superb.

No one knew where we were

going. One day it was Santiago de
Cuba, the next 1t would be Porto
Rico, but we were pretty sure it was
Santiago when we turned to the west
after leaving the windward passage.

I have every reason to believe
that the Fifth Army Corps was origi-
nally intended for Porto Rico. But
after Cevera’s fleet was bottled up
in Santiago harbor, prominent naval
officers predicted that the city could
be taken by the combined forces of
the navy and a land force of 10,000
men. Our corps being the nearest to
readiness for active duty, was hus-
tled off for this purpose.

While anchored near the break-
water off Tampa Bay. the boys had
lots of sport swimming and diving
in the water. We had some expert
swimmers and divers in our Com-
pany and the magnificent physique
and set-up of the men was the won-
der and admiration of the regular
officers. They would dive off the
top rail of the boat, some thirty-five
feet, with the ease and grace of an
expert diver. Privates Woodard and
Albert Brown were, perhaps. the
best divers in our Company. They
were both good soldiers and did
excellent service.

Occasionally a school of sharks
would appear near by and there
would be a grand scramble for the
side of the boat. But no casualties
occurred from this cause.. ..

On the way down I saw a real
water-spout. I had never seen one
before except as pictured in my ge-
ography, and it was well worth the
seeing, I assure you.

The Southern Cross was also an
interesting sight, not that the stars
are any brighter, but because it can-
not be seen so far north as this.

We slowed up off Santiago, and it
was finally announced that we were
to land somewhere the next day.

The bombardment and maneu-
vering of our war vessels was a

see WAR page B4

See art show tnformation on p. Bo!

WEIRD HEALING by OPERTURA

.J [

Opertura, a.k.a. Overture, t5s based in Shelburne Falls. Check ont opertura.org.
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Pet % Week

Hi there, my name is Mr. Fish-
owner. I came to Dakin as a friend-
ly stray, so not too much is known
about my past.

One thing is for sure though, I am
quite a handsome boy. I'm also very
outgoing and affectionate. I'm pretty
entertaining to watch too! I would

live peacefully in a home with other
cats. If I may be the right fit for you,
stop in and ask an adoption counsel-
or for more information!

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898

or at info@dpvhs.org.
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Silverthorne Theater Premieres Two Rooms

GREENFIELD - American professor Michael
Wells” (Charles Holt) captivity by Lebanese terrorists
stretches on for years. Back in the US, wife Lainie (Em-
ily Bloch) strips his study bare in an effort to recreate
his prison conditions, and is caught in the crossfire as
official State Department policy conflicts with media de-
mands to grab the headlines with her husband’s plight.

Carimela Lanza-Weil portrays Ellen Van Os, charged
by her foreign office minders to keep Lainie in line
while ambitious journalist Walker Harris (Jay Sefton)
urges her to go public to secure his release.

“IT]his arresting work deals with a subject much
in the minds of contemporary society — the taking of
innocent hostages by political terrorists... the play il-
luminates both the numbing agony of the one detained
and also the helpless fury of those who are left behind.”
(NY Times)

Rebecca Daniels, a Turners Falls resident, will direct
Lee Blessing’s drama. Recently retired from her posi-
tion as chair of St Lawrence University’s Performing
Auts Department, Daniels has a long career as a direc-
tor, educator and scholar. She was a founding member
of Portland OR’s premiere professional theater, Artists
Repertory Theater.

Tiwo Rooms opens July 14 and runs through July 23.
Performances are Thursday through Saturday, July 14
to 16 and July 21 to 23. Evening performances are at
7:30 p m. with Saturday matinees at 2 p m.

On Thursday, July 21, a panel of local Middle East
specialists will join the director and cast after the
show for a talkback about the themes and contempo-

rary relevance of the play.

Tickets are $19 general admission, $17 students/
seniors (over 65). Group rates are available. Tickets
available at World Eye Books in Greenfield, Broad-
side Books in Northampton or online at silverthorne-
theater.org where there is also information about the
Dinner+Theater program. For more information call
(413) 768-7514.

ELLEN BLANCHETTE PHOTO

Rebecca Dantels, director of the Silverthorne Theater

production Two Rooms, opening on July 14.

|

N "

“MISTER

FISHOWNER”

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Monday through Friday
from 9 am. to 2 p m.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made
one day in advance by 11 a m.

All fitness classes are support-
ed by a grant from the Executive
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary
donations are accepted. Council
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot-
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su-
prenant. For more information, to
make meal reservations, or to sign
up for programs call 863-9357.
Messages can be left on our ma-
chine when the Center is closed.
T, W, Th: Noon Lunch
M, W, F: 10:10 am. Aerobics;
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Monday 7/11 & 7/18
Noon Lunch 7/11 only
8 am. Foot Clinic Appointments
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 7/12 & 7/19
7/12: 1 p m. FRCOG Focus Group
7/19: 9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
7/19: 1 p m. Knitting Circle
Wednesday 7/13 & 7/20
9 am. Veterans’ Outreach
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursday 7/14 & 7/21
9 am. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Coffee & Conversation
1 p.m. Cards & Games

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Erving, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 am. to
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch 1s at 11:30 a.m., with
reservations required 24 hours
in advance. Call the Mealsite
Manager at 423-3308 for meal

Senior Center Activities
JULY |1 to 22

information and reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-
ters, Senior Center Director, at
(413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities,
schedule a ride, or find out about
the next blood pressure clinic.
Monday 7/11 & 7/18
9 am. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance
Tuesday 7/12 & 7/19
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
10 am. Stretch & Balance
Homemade Lunch (sign up)

12:30 p.m. Crafty Seniors

7/19: 12:30 p m. Friends Bus. Mtg.
Wednesday 7/13 & 7/20

8:45 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Chair Yoga

Noon Bingo. Snacks & Laughs
Thursday 7/14 & 7/21

8:45 a.m. Aerobics (fast moving)
10 a.m. Healthy Bones

12:30 pm. Creative Coloring
Friday 7/15 & 7/22

9 am. Quilting

9:30 a.m. Bowling; Walking Club
Noon “Out To Lunch”

12:30 p.m. Painting Workshop

LEVERETT

For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa(@levereft. ma.us.
Flexibility and Balance Chair
Yoga — Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first
class free). Senior Lunch — Fri-
days at noon. Call (413) 367-2694
by Wednesday for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

This Week on MCTV

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN

We're kicking past the mid-
point of 2-0-1-6!

This week, please enjoy the
latest installation of Val’s Valley
View, which brings us an in-depth
look into this year’s Mutton and
Mead festival.

Have you ever spoken with a
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By FRED CICETTI

O. I'm a 76-year-old woman and
I have to take a long nap every day
because I'm up nights urinating. I
kmow a lot of my contemporaries
have the same problem. I'm curious
to know how widespread this is.

First, don’t presume that the
nightly bathroom trips are insignif-
icant. See a doctor to determine the
cause. There are solutions to your
problem but they depend upon a
diagnosis.

You’re suffering from a very
common problem called “nocturia,”
the need to urinate at night. Some
people with severe nocturia get up
as many as six times a night to go
to the bathroom. The International
Continence Society defines nocturia
as two or more voids at night.

Nocturia is more common among
seniors than younger people. In a
survey taken by the National Sleep

tree? Follow Val as she searches
for her knight in shining armor
and meets some interesting char-
acters along the way.

This week you can also view
the 6/28 Gill Special Town Meet-
ing. And don’t forget to check out
our Facebook page: facebook.
com/MontagueTV.

Something going on you think

others would like to see? Get
in touch to learn how easy it is
to use a camera and capture the
moment.

Contact us at (413) 863-9200,
infomontaguetv@gmail.com, or
stop by 34 Second Street in Turn-
ers between 10 am. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. We’'d
love to work with you!

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Foundation, about two thirds of the
adults (55 to 84 years old) polled re-
ported an urge to go to the bathroom
at least several nights a week.

There are a variety of reasons for
nocturia in older people.

First, we produce less of a hor-
mone that helps us retain fluid. Be-
cause of this decreased capacity,
seniors produce more urine at night.
Second, the bladder — a muscular
sac — loses its capacity to hold urine.
Third, we have more health prob-
lems that can affect the bladder.

Both men and women get
nocturia.

Many men suffer from nocturia
because of benign prostatic
hyperplasia (BPH), also known as
enlarged prostate. The prostate is a
walnut-size organ that surrounds the
tube (urethra) that carries urine from
the bladder and out of your body.

BPH is common in men 50 and
older. An enlarged prostate may
squeeze the urethra, making it hard
to urinate. It may cause dribbling
after you urinate or a frequent urge
to urinate, especially at night.

Pelvic organ  displacement,
menopause and childbirth can cause
nocturia in many women.

The pelvic floor is a network of
muscles, ligaments and other tissues
that hold up the pelvic organs: the
vagina, rectum, uterus and bladder.
When this hammock-like network

! _When the Night Voids Multiply

weakens, the organs can slip out of
place and create disorders.

A woman reaches menopause
when a year has passed since her last
period. Menopause, like many of the
changes in a woman’s body through
her lifetime, is caused by changes
in hormone levels. Menopause can
make it difficult to hold urine.

There are other medical condi-
tions that cause mnocturia. These
include infection, tumors, heart dis-
ease, high blood pressure, liver fail-
ure, diabetes and sleep apnea.

Sleep apnea is much more com-
mon in older adults and men. Apnea
is Greek for “without breath.” Peo-
ple with sleep apnea stop breathing
for as long as 30 seconds at a time.
These interruptions can happen hun-
dreds of times a night. The breath-
ing cessations may wake you.

There are people who overpro-
duce urine at night. This is called
“nocturnal polyuria.” Tt can cause
nocturia, too.

Other causes of nocturia that are
not medical conditions are drinking
caffeine, alcohol or too much liquid
close to bedtime. In addition, di-
uretic medications can contribute to
the problem.

If vou would like to ask a question,
write to fred@healthygeezer.com.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

01376
413-863-3133

DOLAN & DOLAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

{74AVENUEA
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS

PERGONAL MJURS, WLLS 6 ESTHIES, (ORRER'S COMP

GREENFIELD

Coaperatve Bank

Freeze Your Lost or Stolen
Co-op Bank Debit Card online
or with our Mobile Banking App!

2
Avenye A

Turners Falls

BestlLocalBank.com CE?

NORTHAMPTON
\['"] Cooperative Bank lomaZad™

413-572-5012

Sharen Cotirell
MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER SIF

HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St

Property Manager

Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A
P.O. Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
A 13-803-9433
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What to Bring:

You're Invited to a Special
PASSPORT EVENT

o (N o e
LR =
| You don‘t have to travel far to travel.

SATURDAY JULY ©,2016 12:30 - 2:30 P.M.
AT THE TURNERS FALLS POST OFFICE
178 AVENUE A TURNERS FALLS MA

* Birth Certificate or Naturalization Certificate

* Valid Photo Identification (such as a driver’s
license) with a front and back photocopy

« Personal check or money arder faor payment of
the passport fee and facility fee

« Photos will be offered ($15.)

PASSPORT EXECUTION TOTAL

BOOKFEE  FEE FEES
AGE 16 & OVER $110 $25 $135
UNDER AGE 16 $80 $25 $105

http://travel.state.gov

For more info and forms - visit:

UNITED STATES
B rosTAL sErvICE

Biking in Franklin County

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

Bicycling seems to be an activity
that’s done a lot in Franklin County.
I used to ride my bike through a
park to get to Friendly’s when there
was one that was very nearby. I be-
lieve it’s also a nice area to go bike
riding in.

People also seem to like using
biking as a fundraising tool when
organizations need money. This in-
cludes two events this month: one
called Biking for Buddies, out of
Gill on July 24, and the River Val-
ley Ice Cream Ride, on July 30 in
Turners Falls.

Biking for Buddies will raise
funds for Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Franklin County. This event will
be happening for the fifth time this
year. The Ice Cream Ride will be
happening for the first time. Hope-
fully the first time will be the charm
for that one!

The Ice Cream Ride will have
people choosing from 5-, 25-, and
50-mile routes for the one they
will do when they undertake the
ride. These routes have been given
names: the 5-mile one is the Kid-
die Scoop Loop, the 25-mile one is
Single Scoop Loop. and the 50-mile
one is Double Scoop Loop.

“This ride attempts to support
the cycling and agriculture land-
scape in the Valley,” says Gary
Briere of River’s Edge Cycling, the
event’s sponsor.

It’s called the Ice Cream Ride be-
cause, as Briere says, “A lot of cy-
clists like ice cream as part of their
cycling adventure.”

The ice cream, provided by
Bart’s Homemade, is “one of the lo-
cal foods that is supported by Com-
munity Involved in Sustaining Ag-
riculture,” and is “produced here in
the Valley.”

Briere says he has “been doing

this kind of work for four years.”

He said “Two organizations are sup-
ported by the ride, which are Mass
Bike Pioneer Valley and Community
Involved in Sustaining Agriculture.”
The raised funds will go to C.I.S.A.

He mentions when it comes to
why this is being used as a fund-
raising tool for the ice cream be-
cause “there is a strong connec-
tion between the quality of cycling
landscapes and the agricultural and
working landscapes created by the
farms in the area.”

As for the fifth annual Biking for
Buddies, the name was made up by
Big Brothers Big Sisters.

“We cleverly thought of Bik-
ing for Buddies. because we are a
mentoring agency,” says Jenifer
Webster, former coordinator of Big
Brothers Big Sister’s program at the
Northfield Mount Hermon School.

“We’ve been involved with
Northfield Mount Hermon School
for 20 years,” she added.

The school has been involved
with the biking event for all of the
five years it’s been going on. They
also have an onsite mentoring pro-
gram. “It’s a Big Brother Big Sis-
ter program. They coordinate it.”
Riders can do one of three routes,
which are 10, 25, and 50 miles long,
and each “begin and end on the
campus of Northfield Mount Her-
mon School in Gill.”

Webster says that “about 60 peo-
ple have shown up for the event in
the past.” The “money is raised by
the people who pay to ride in it,”
she explains.

It sounds like both events will be
of great joy for those who like to ride
bicycles. It certainly has been a plea-
sure to write about these events.

For more about them, go to www:
riversedgecycling.com/river-val-
ley-ice-cream-ride and www.bbbs-
fc.org/fundraising-events/biking-
Jfor-buddies.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Tailgating Bus; Unattended Raft; Humming;
Dead Bird, Fawn, Rabbit, and Deer; Caller Upset
Fireworks Happen Every Year At This Time

Monday, 6/27
12:16 a.m.

was arrested on a default
warrant.

6:52 a.m.
ing significant amount of

Caller report-

glass in the roadway at the
Routes 47 and 63 crossover.
Officer confirmed glass in
road. DPW advised.

8:18 a.m. Caller reporting
a dead bird in her yard;
concerned it might be ra-
bid. Animal control officer
advised.

10:43 a.m. Resident flagged
down officer reporting that
a couple of kids who live on
H Street have been harass-
ing residents in the area;
also reporting loud party-
ing going on on Eleventh
Street. Officers will con-
duct extra patrols and be on
lookout for this activity.
11:20
station

am. Party into
reporting  that
someone stole her half-full
prescription of Dilaudid
and a jar of loose change.
Investigated.

12:24 p.m. Caller reports
that the “Do Not Enter”
sign at First and Maple
Streets has been turned
around. DPW advised.
1:08 p.m. Received anony-
mous tip that two subjects
just completed a drug deal
at Fifth and T Streets. Ad-
vised caller that info would
be logged and connected
with
voicemail.
2:14 p.m. Board of Health

requesting officer

caller detective's

assis-
tance removing subjects
from garages in the al-
ley off of L and Second
Streets. BOH just con-
demned the garages; sub-
jects that were squatting
there began to get hostile
with BOH staff and refused
to leave. Responding offi-
cer advises that occupants
have until 5 this afternoon
to remove their belongings
and evacuate; officers will
return with BOH to ensure
compliance.

5:24 p.m. Caller advises she
was driving past a fenced-
off area on Swamp Road
marked “Danger Zone”
and saw a deer inside the
area. Caller concerned for
deer’s safety. Referred to
an officer.

Tuesday, 6/28

8:55 am. Caller from Sta-
tion Street reports that
while his girlfriend was
walking their beagle, a Ger-
man shepherd that was not
on a leash charged at them.
Caller's GF

tried to speak to the owner,

No injuries.

but he was not receptive to
her request that he keep his
dog on a leash. Animal con-
trol officer advised.

4:42 p.m. Homecare pro-
vider calling on behalf of
client whose residence was
broken into by a male par-
ty; client is now missing
keys and his medication
dispenser. Report taken.
549 pm. Caller advis-
ing that a small yellow car

pulled into the parking lot
of Sheffield Elementary
School and was blowing
donuts, then drove all the
way around the school
Caller advises that same
vehicle did this a few days
ago. Referred to an officer.
6:32 p.m. Caller
ing that she came upon a
baby deer on the side of
the road near Route 47
and Fosters Road. Deer
appeared to be injured,

advis-

possibly lying in a pool
of blood, but is still alive.
Responding officer had to
put down fawn.

9:05 pm. Two reports
from Lake Pleasant of a
loud bang heard near the
railroad tracks toward the
lake. Area checked; noth-
ing suspicious.
Wednesday, 6/29

1:45 am. Employee at
Cumberland Farms re-
ports that a party went
into the bathroom approx-
imately %2 hour ago and
has not come out. Officers
located female. No para-
phernalia found; however,
indications of recent drug
use. Party sent on way. No
obvious impairment.

7:30 am. Caller delivers
morning newspapers and
while on his route ob-
served a dead rabbit un-
der the wiper of a vehicle
parked on Highland Circle.
Referred to an officer.

1:43 p.m. Son advising his
mother struck a deer on
Route 63 earlier today. Son
and mother agree accident
appears to have taken place
in Sunderland. Referred to
Shelburne Control.

3:11 p.m. Sunderland PD
advising that earlier ve-
hicle-deer collision took
place in Montague. Officer
responded and observed
damage to vehicle.

8 p.m. Caller from N Street
reports that his neigh-
bor was out watering the
and the

spray was coming into his

grass/flowers
windows. He attempted
to speak to the neighbor
to ask her to stop, and
she advised him to “close
and then
slammed the door in his

your windows”

face. Responding officers
believe this is going to be
Both
parties advised of options.

an ongoing issue.

8:47 p.m. Report of bur-
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glary/breaking and enter-
ing on Avenue C. Report
taken.

Thursday, 6/50

5:09 am. Caller reports
being tailgated by a Frank-
lin Regional Transit Au-
thority bus on Montague
City Road while traveling
northbound in the area
of the golf course. Caller
pulled over and allowed
the bus to pass him. Area
checlked:; unable to locate.
8:10 a.m. Pole struck over-
night on Center Street is
leaning considerably and
wire 1s down. Eversource
and MCFD notified and
en route. Water Depart-
ment advised to check on
pump station as situation
with wires may lead to
power outages/surges.
3:15 p.m. Complaint re-
garding three beagles on
Bridge Street who are
constantly barking when
outside; situation is dis—
turbing caller from sitting:
outside. Copy of call left
for ACO.

5:23 p.m. Caller advising
of possible raft floating
in the river near the end
of Poplar Street. Officer
and TFFD en route; area
checked: raft has been
pushed down the Deerfield
River. Shelburne Control
advised of same. Second
caller advising of another
tube in area; TFFD cap-
tain advises it appears to
be same raft as before; is
further down the river.
6:05 p.m. Request for K-9
unit to assist with track in
Whately. Party located.
7:18 p.m. Caller report-
ing damage from what ap-
pears to be a vehicle that
drove through a fence be-
tween properties on Turn-
ers Falls Road. Mirror left
behind and tracks com-
ing off road are visible.
Officer advises to issue a
be-on-lookout for a white
Hyundai missing driver’s
side mirror, probably has
front/driver’s side fender
and/or bumper damage.
9:18 p.m. Caller reports
that girlfriend just had
%200 taken from her in
front of Carroll's Market
by a male party known to
them; party is now hiding
One

in woods. male

arrested.

Friday, 7/1

Y

8:51 a.m. Caller from Sun-
rise Terrace reports a fox
that came through her
yard that appeared sick
ACO checked area; unable
to locate.

Saturday, 7/2

9:31 am. Caller from N
Street reports seeing two
animals that she initially
thought were foxes but
may have been more of a
dog-like animal. No indi-
cation either was ill. Re-
ferred to an officer.

9:49 a.m. Caller from Ket-
tle Hole Lane complaining
of a deceased deer that
has been across from his
house for some time and
is now very stinky. DPW
advised and will
someone come out.
11:49 am. Caller
G Street complaining of

have
from

constant “humming noise”
coming from direction of
Montague Machine; later
called back to advise that
the noise has stopped.

5:16 p.m. Caller from Or-
ange advising her son
has run away again and
is reportedly at/near Pes-
Park. Officer
checked area as well as
Unity  Park/skatepark;

negative contact. Mother

keomslkut

contacted and advised.

5:21 p.m. Caller from Main
Street
neighbor screaming, possi-
bly at her daughter. Caller

advises this is an ongoing

complaining  of

issue and usually occurs
in the morning, but he has
his windows open and can
hear her now; something
along the lines of “this
is my house” and “the F
Officer

quiet upon arrival

word.” advising
this
was a verbal-only argu-
ment over family matters.

9:26 p.m. First of multiple
calls regarding fireworks.
10:10 p.m. Two reports of
brush fire on Migratory
Way due to fireworks.
TFED Fire
extinguished.

Sunday, 7/3

10:27 pm. Caller com-
plaining of “rockets” be-

advised.

ing shot off from the area
of Sheffield Elementary
School. Officers advised.

11:53 p.m. Caller reporting
fireworks in area of Mon-
tague Street; upset that
this happens every year at
this time. Officer advised.
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great sight. The bombardment took
place at both Siboney and Daiqui-
ri, so that our actual landing place
should not be known to the Span-
iards. A perfect shower of shells was
fired into the sides of the mountains
and along the coast.

A serious mistake was made just
before our landing. The officers had
dressed themselves in their Khaki
uniforms and they were much more
comfortable than the thick blue ones.
But the senior officer in command of
the troops on our boat, a strict dis-
ciplinarian and West Pointer, refused
to allow us to land in any but our
blue fatigue uniform. We suffered
much in consequence from the heat
and because the officers became con-
spicuous marks for the ever watchful
sharpshooter.

Finally we were ordered to land
at Daiquiri. This was no easy fask,
as the “Seneca.” improperly loaded
with heavy siege guns and in the
trough of the sea, rolled from side to
side, until it seemed as if she would
capsize. It did not soothe our feelings
much to learn that there was a quan-
tity of dynamite stored in the hold....

Finally the boat in which I landed
was filled with men and pulled away
from the “Seneca.” We could not
row ashore but waited to be towed in
by launches.... I never saw men so ill
from seasickness in my life.... Tt was
as hard landing as it was getting into
the boats, but we finally got safely
ashore. Others lost their lives later in
making this landing.

Here I saw the first and only
wounded Cuban I saw during the
campaign. He was a poor, inoffen-
sive native, who had been hit by a
shell from one of our battleships and
lost his arm. The inhabitants here
were very kind and hospitable.

Here we got our first cocoanuts
and saw some of the natural beauties
of the island; such magnificent palms
and rank tropical growth I had never
seen before. The mountains, too, were
grand, raising their heads away up in
the clouds. It surprised me to leam
that many of these peaks were higher
than our own White Mountains.

Another peculiarity, but not an
attractive one, about those high
peaks, was that nearly every one of
them was surmounted by a Spanish
block-house. These block-houses
are rather interesting to look over
(after they are in your possession.)
They look something like a Chinese
pagoda and not unlike a signal sta-
tion, or switch house on our large
railroad systems....

I remember seeing the Ameri-
can flag raised at Daiquiri. The men
sent to raise it had to climb a high
peak overlooking the harbor. It was
a long, tedious climb up the nar-
row, winding pass, but they finally
reached the top and took down the
Spanish flag and hoisted the Ameri-
can flag in its place.

As the stars and stripes proudly
fluttered in the breeze, the war ships
saluted with their guns, and the
transports blew their whistles, and
one could not but feel proud that he
was an American. During the bom-
bardment and landing. the band on

our boat played that familiar tune,
“There will be a hot time in the old
town to-night.”....

At Daiquiri, I was ordered to fur-
nish a Company for scouting pur-
poses, and I detailed Company E,
the Orange Company, for this duty.
I was also ordered to furnish a detail
for engineer work and selected the
men from L Company....

We camped that night not far from
Siboney and the next day entered the
town. We nearly overtook the Span-
iards and so hasty was their retreat
that they left their breakfast cooking
on the fires....

First Lieutenant Charles H. Field, of
Greenfield, was the first &illed in battle.

Siboney, or better known as “Crab
City” by the boys. was a quaint old
place. The Cubans were poor, but
kindly disposed and hospitable.
Their homes generally were thatched
huts. The floors are of natural clay
soil. Some of them at this place were
more pretentious, owing to its being
a mining and lumber town, the in-
dustries largely being run by Ameri-
can capital. Some of their huts were
without furniture, cooking utensils
or other conveniences, and only with
mere heaps of cast-off clothing or
rags for beds. These unhappy crea-
tures subsist on native fiuits for the
most part.

We had to be very careful about
eating the fiuits common the to is-
land. Mangos could be eaten, but
caused a fever if eaten in large quan-
tities and with liquors. The liquors
would cause fermentation and sick-
ness was sure to follow...

Did you ever see a land crab? They
range in size from a ten cent piece to
a good sized lobster. It is a delightful
sensation to wake up and find one of
these repulsive crustaceans crawling
over you. They are harmless and, we
learned, were good eating, but there
is something so creepy, crawly and
repulsive about them as they click,
click over the ground, crawling
backward as rapidly as forward, that
I should indeed be hungry to try my
appetite on one of them.

The spiders and scorpions, too,
were nightmares to us... I have
seen and killed a great many spiders
as large as your hand stretched out
with fingers and thumb extended.
The colored soldiers dug them out
of the ground and had fights between
them. They were as great fighters as
the colored troops themselves, and
never ended the contest until one or
both were killed.....

The men accidentally discovered
a lot of wine and stores left by the

Spaniards and helped themselves
quite liberally before the officers
learned of the discovery....

The Second was left to guard the
town and the Eighth and Twenty-sec-
ond were pushed ahead to reinforce
the colored troops and Rough Riders.
‘We could hear the crack. crack of the
rifles away up in the mountains and
knew there was an engagement on.
We were hurried along later, and
reached the scene of the battle of a
few hours previous, just at dusk.

I shall never forget that scene. It
was our first experience of the re-
sults of battle. It was not the worst
part of army life to face bullets,
but to see the sufferings of the men
around you. It was a sad sight which
met our gaze.

Stretched upon the ground were
our dead, numbering sixteen, all told.
The colored boys were burying their
dead as we reached La Guasima. All
around were the wounded, and some
suffering terribly....

Finally the time came for us to
advance. You who have faced death
and know the sound of the minie ball
or the ping of the mauser, can appre-
ciate a man’s feelings as he enters
action. We had tramped through the
mud. and forded several streams be-
fore we were finally ordered to biv-
ouac for the night. How well I recall
that last night before the battle of “El
Caney™....

Companies L and M were desig-
nated for the firing line in our battal-
ion.... we found ourselves in the thick
of the fight, in the open. with but
little to screen us from the watchful
eyes of the enemy. We were directly
in the zone of fire and the only pro-
tection afforded us was the tangled
undergrowth and a few spreading
palms and mangos....

We lost several men wounded be-
fore we realized our position. Private
De Revere was the first man hit. A
bullet struck his rifle, glancing off
and penetrated his hand, crippling
the two middle fingers of this left
hand. With the blood streaming from
his wound he started towards the
rear. He was met by our Major who
inquired in his gruff way where he
was going. De Revere showed him
his hand and the Major told him to
go back to the hospital and have it
dressed.

Private Schiller was hit near by.
He was evidently just raising him-
self from the position of lying down
when a bullet penetrated his chest in
a slanting direction, coming out of
his side several inches below....

Private Cornell was also wound-
ed at this position before crossing
the sunken road. He was hit in the
chest, the bullet penetrating one of
the shoulderblades. He took the situ-
ation philosophically, and bore the
pain with fortitude. I missed him
very much later on, as he had been
of material assistance to me, being a
carpenter by trade, and always will-
ing and ready to be detailed for any
work in his line.

But we pushed on through the tall
grass across a sunken roadbed, and
lying down, began firing. Hardly had
the smoke from our Springfields be-
gun to rise before we received such

a shower of bullets that it seemed at
one time as if the Company must be
wiped out of existence. I remember
kneeling in the grass and discussing
the situation with Lieutenant Field.
‘We both agreed that our position
must be changed or our loss would
be terrible....

The noise was terrible, and not
until T had nearly reached the spot
where I had left the Lieutenant did I
manage to hear one of my men hol-
lering that he thought the Lieutenant
was wounded where I had left him
but a moment before.

I hurried to the spot and found
poor Field. He had pitched forward
on his hands and knees and I saw that
he was badly wounded. A bullet had
struck him in the left eyebrow and
came out at top of his head. I tried to
carry him to a safer spot but found I
had not the strength, but some of my
men came to my assistance and car-
ried him to the roadbed.

He only lived a minute or so, and
I never wish to pass through such
an experience again. Put yourself in
my position. I had known Lieutenant
Field and been associated with him
in a military way for more than ten
years. Never had a hard word passed
between us in all that time. Obedi-
ent to commands, always, and ever
ready for any duty assigned him, he
won the respect of all he came in
contact with....

There was many a close call from
death. Private Wilson was burned
on the hand by a bullet. Private Un-
grich received a bullet clean across
his breast, going through his canteen
strap, blouse and two shirts, and not
touching his skin. He slipped down
from the bank beside the roadbed
and stood there in a sort of dazed
condition....

Private Joseph M. Lanots, of Riverside,
was wounded and died July 3.

Private Cook had a ball pass be-
tween his arm and breast.... Private
Spaulding’s drinking cup was perfo-
rated by a mauser. He threw it away
because, as he said, it would not hold
water. Had it been mine I would not
have taken $1000 for it.

Time and time again I had to
scold my men for needlessly ex-
posing themselves to the fire of the
enemy.... It has been said that the
Second Regiment was withdrawn
from action early in the day, but this
is not so, for aside from a cessation
of fires by volleys early in the fight,
the Companies on the firing line kept
up a desultory and individual fire
throughout the entire action....

It was shortly after this that the

colored regulars made their charge
and took a block-house. The Major
and T were behind a tree, and look-
ing through a glass, when suddenly
we saw the Spaniards begin to climb
out of their trenches and retreat. Our
men mowed them down like grass
as they tried to make their escape to-
ward Santiago.

The battle of “El Caney” was
over, but it had lasted nine and one-
half hours.... It had been planned to
take El Caney in a half hour, and then
our division was to proceed towards
San Juan and attack the enemy on
the flank while the other division en-
gaged them in front; but the day was
far spent when our first battle was
over, and the men were tired almost
beyond endurance....

I remember some of the colored
troops passing us as we were resting
by the roadside. Some of them were
pretty badly used up, but they had
lost none of the dash and good nature
so characteristic in them. “Hello, you
Second Regiment fellows, what do
you think of that for a charge?” was
their familiar greeting as they swung
by us. They had every reason to be
proud of their work that day....

Private Blackmer received a
scalp wound over the ear. I saw him
walking about in a dazed manner
and asked him what was the matter.
He didn’t seem to know he was hit,
but I saw the blood trickling down
the side of his face, and after exam-
ining the wound I sent him back to
the hospital.

We lost one officer killed and
six men wounded (one fatally). The
wounded behaved like the heroes
they were and bore the pain and suf-
fering without wincing, even making
light of their wounds.

Private Lanois died July 3rd, at
hospital, from wound received at “El
Caney.” Poor fellow. I saw him for a
minute at the hospital before I had to
leave. He was as brave as anyone I
ever knew. He knew he must die and
was not afraid to face death....

It seemed hard and cruel to me to
be obliged to leave our wounded so
poorly cared for and our dead unbur-
ied: but there was no alternative, and
we pushed ahead towards San Juan.

dokok

Meamwhile, in the July 6, 1898
edition of the Turners Falls Reporter:

The news of the fighting at San-
tiago made many anxious hearts in
town. Those having boys at the front
feel anything but gay, but we are all
glad for the splendid record made by
the brave boys of the gallant 2nd.

By the new state aid law each
Massachusetts soldier in service
is to receive from the state $7 per
month, and to dependents of the sol-
diers $1.25 per week. This is a total
of $13 per month. The soldier can
consign the $7 to any of his friends.

There was “a hot time in the
old town” last Sunday. The heat
was all but unbearable. We could

sympathize with our troops
in Cuba. W
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ARTS & ENTERTA'NMENT Shelburne Arts Co-opera- Deja Brew, Wendell: 2-W Drive. am.and1pm. $
tive, Shelburne Falls: “Out and Classic rock. 7 p.m. Pothole Pictures, Shelburne
About.. Shelburme  Falls” A Falls: Goonies. Pirates, mon-

ONGOING EVENTS:
EVERY SUNDAY

McCusker's Co-op Market, Shel-
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions.
Musicians of all levels welcome
to play traditional Irish music.
10:30 a.m.

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH

WagonWheel, Gill: Wagon Wheel
Word, first Monday each month,
is off for the summer. Check
here in the fall for announcement
when it begins again.

Carnegie Library: Outside the
Lines! Last Monday of each
month. Adult Coloring Group.
Supplies provided. 6:30 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Camnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Crafts and activities for children
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY

Arts Block (4th floor), Green-
field: Creacion Latin Big Band
& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20
piece ensemble play son, salsa,
chacha and much more. 8 p.m.
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Camnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30
a.m. to noon.

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAY
Hubie'sTavern:OpenMic. 6 p.m.
EVERY THURSDAY

Carnegie Library: Music and
Movement with Tom Carrolf &

THE LADY
RILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

hiyees!
40 ':ﬁ'{'“ﬁl‘{if Rtl‘ Muontagie MA
7 Days / Bam - 11 pm (ol least)
141313679666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

The People’s Pint, Greenfield:
Derek Bridges. Live acoustic
guitar. 7 p.m.

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
Watchdog Open Mic. All
musicians, comedians, and
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m.

EVERY THIRD FRIDAY

Element Brewing Company,
Millers Falls: Brule’s lrish Band.
Food carts supplement the local
beer. 6 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Story
Hour. Stories and hands-on arts
& crafts. 10 a.m. to noon.

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m.

EXHIBITS:

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Impressions of
Turners Falls, paintings by Karen
Evans. See photo and blurb this
page. Through July 30.

Memoeorial Hall, Deerfield: Rel-
ics and Curiosities in Memorial
Hall. “Interesting” objects such
as wreaths made of human hair
and weapons made from shark’s
teeth are in this exhibit. Through
October 30. $

Sawmill River Arts Gallery at The
Montague Mill, Montague: Sum-
mer Celebration. Featured art-
ists: Louise Minks, Roy Mansur,
Christine Mero, Christine Peller-
in, Patricia Czepiel Hayes. Ex-
hibit runs through August 29.

Nina’'s Nook, Turners Falls:
Clouds. The “sky of mind” of
three artists, Marjorie Morgan,
Nina Rossi and Barbara Milot fill
the Nook with sculpture, pen and
inks, and small canvases. Opens
7/7 through 8/27. Reception Fri-
day, July 22, 5to 7 p.m.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne
Falls: Homecoming. Paintings by
E. Joseph McCarthy. Artist re-
ception Saturday, July 2, 4 to 6
p.m. Through July 31.

Leverett Crafts & Arts, Leverett:
Camera Materna. Group
photography show “revealing the
artist behind the nurturer”. Artists’
reception Sunday, July 10,4 to 6
p.m. Through July.

Wendell Free Library, Wendell:
Take Me to Your Leader: New
paintings by Charlie Shaw, who
examines the similarities among
indigenous art from around the
world in his acrylic and plaster
paintings. Through August.

group show by artists celebrating
Shelburne Falls. 18th Anniver-
sary Reception on Saturday, July
16, 4 to 7 p.m. Through July 25.

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS:

Silverthorne Theater, Greenfield:
Sponsoring a competition to se-
lect a new play by a local play-
wright of color for possible pro-
duction during the 2017 season.
Deadline for submissions is 10/1.
Complete information at www.sil-
verthornetheater.org/new-play-
competition2.html

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, JULY 7

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop
Concerts presents: Joe Grav-
eline, Lexi Weege, Devlin Miles.
6 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne
Falls: The Collected Poets
featuring Cassandra Cleghorn &
Jeffrey Levine. Poetry reading. 7
p-m.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: The Definite Maybes. Rock,
Blues, R&B. 730 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love.
60s & 70s gold. 8 p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Primate
Fiasco. “Mind-bending accor-
dion, funky pockets of a hyper-
active sousaphone, and a banjo
that thinks it's a Fender Strat.” 8
pm. $

FRIDAY, JULY 8

GCC Grounds, Greenfield: Green
River Festival. Friday through
Sunday. See their webpage or
facebook page for line-up. The
funstarts at5 p.m. $

Discovery Center, Turners Falls:
Great Falls Coffeehouse pres-
ents: Fletcher & Manzi. Original
acoustic music, eclectic blend of
blues, jazzand R&B. 7 p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Mikey
Sweet & Road Dog Gospel
plus Moonlight Davis with Miro
Sprague. 7:30 p.m. $

Federated Church, Charlemont:
Mohawk Concerts present:
Chiara String Quartet performing
Ravel, Bartok and Beethoven.
730p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Shokazoba
Afrobeat. Afrobeat ensemble
blends jazz and old school funk
with a West African beat. 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 9

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope.
This week features Turtles.
Hands-on experience for young
children. 10:30 a.m.

Center Common, Montague
Center: 2" Annual Montague
Jazz Festival with Broken Cello
Orchestra, Sfere, Doug Hewitt,
and the Bad News Jazz and Blues
Orchestra. Donations benefit the
First Congregational Church of
Montague. 12:30 p.m.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem:
Samantha Farrell.  Jazz/pop.
730 p.m. $

Federated Church, Charlemont:
Mohawk Trail Concerts presents
The Chiara String Quartet. Ravel,
Bartok, Beethoven. 7:30 p.m. $

Arts Block, Greenfield: Home
Body and Death Savings Flag.
8pm. $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: A.M.
Gold. Your ‘80s dreams come
true. 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, JULY 10

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow’s
Rebellion. Warped Americana. 8
p.m.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Roxy
Roca. “Austin-basedpowerhouse
of Southern soul”. 8 p.m. $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke. 9 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 11

Peskeompskut Park, Turners
Falls: Inthe Spotlight. Montague
Community Band  Summer
Concert. 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Nora’s Stellar Open Mic. Caberet.
8 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 12
Deja Brew, Wendell: Poeiry

Night. Sign up for open mic at
6:30. Readings beginat 7 p.m. $

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13

Rendezvous, Turners
Shout Lulu. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 14

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop
Concert Series presents: Roland
LaPierre, Jim Eagan, Russ
Thomas. 6 p.m

Falls:

1794 Meetinghouse, New Salem:
Keith Murphy and Becky Tracy.
Traditional music from Ireland
and Canada. 7:30 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Doug Plavin
All Stars. Rock/ folk and a little bit
of everything. 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Falltown String Band. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 15

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
PaintBox Theatre Presents:
Raggedy Ann. For the whole
family. 7 p.m. $

Arts Block (The Wheelhouse),
Greenfield: The Jays, John Divvy,
& Silver Lake. 8 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: The
Terryifics. Classic rock, folk, jazz.
9 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 16

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: Kidleidoscope
This week features Rabbits.
Hands-on experience for young
children. 10:30 a.m.

Shea Theater, Turners Falls:
PaintBox Theatre Presents:
Raggedy Ann. For the whole
family. Two performances, 10

sters, treasures and skeletons!.
Movie starts 7:30. Music by
James Smith, jazz/blues/poetry,
Tpm. 3

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIURES

Friday & Saturday
July 15 and 16, 7:30 p.m.

THE GOONIES

Music at 7 p.m., both nights:
Friday: Lumberjack Skypilot - new folk

Saturday: James Smith - talkin’ biues

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896
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Beer

Thursday, 7/7 — 8 p.m.
Eric Love
Friday, 7/8 — 9:30 p.m.
Shokazoba Afrobeat
Saturday, 7/9 - 7 p.m.
2-W Drive
Sunday, 7/10 — 8 p.m.
Crow’s Rehellion

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
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The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER
24 374 Sereer, Turners Falls

Brick House Teen Center
Drc.\p—In hours 2:30 to 6 p-m.

1\-"Ionda}-'s throu.gh Frida}*s

Ages 9 ro 12 welcome Mondays:

Drop by for a permission slip!

wwyw.brickhousccommunity.org
413-863-9576

Rendezyous

FRI. 7/8
no show

SAT 7/9 9:30 FREE
A.M. GOLD
(80s gems re-imagined!)

SUN 7/10 9pm FREE

TNT Karaoke
222 T 75 THinD STREET
(P T
W Tlaaserzees

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

~

Serving the Area for aver 25 years

* Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

« We Master Key & Re-Key

» Safe Combinations Changed

Brian R. San Soucie
Locksmith -

Certified « Bonded® Insure!

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Menlague Streel
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-24T1
Fax 863-8022

SINGE 1870
LICENSED, INSURED
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASES
POWER WASHING

BRrRIaAN MCCUE, PRESIDENT

240 GREENFIELD ROAD » MONTAGUE, MA 01351
PHONE & Fax: 41 3-367-9886 + RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY.COM

o L ,
Pipiones
* Fishing supplies; Live bait
® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & CO, Refills

® Guns & Ammo

Qpen 7 am 7 days a week ‘
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

SPORT SHOP

Ph. (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120
FREE ESTIMATES

Doug’s Auto Body

Doug Smith - Qwner

T JRECISION

1 /\REPAIRS

MA Reg. #RS2190

FREE LOANER CARS
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

Ouia.rwhefmed bi stuff? T{}§Fﬁ‘ﬂkﬁf? Gounri's Mast Comﬁiinr

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

413-883-7323

ARIETY OF
Easy in-town location S I‘S‘
q a 14 | g = ‘“‘
Secure 24-hour access m‘(ﬁs

35 Center Road
Gill, MA 01354

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors

and Arlists encouraged Lo inguire

Professional Painting &
Decorating Contractor
Commercial ®* Residential ® Industrial

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS”

www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA ¢ 413-863-4346
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Red Cross Emergency
Call for Blood, Platelets

FRANKLIN COUNTY -
The American Red Cross has
issued an emergency call for
blood and platelets, urging all
eligible donors to give now
to replenish an extremely low
summer blood supply.

Blood donations have fallen
short of hospital needs for the
past few months, resulting in
about 39,000 fewer donations
nationwide than what’s needed,
as well as a significant draw
down of the overall Red Cross
blood supply. In addition. the
Independence Day holiday may
have caused many regular do-
nors fo postpone donations due
to vacation plans.

“Right now, blood products
are being distributed to hospitals
faster than donations are coming
in, which is why we are making
this emergency request for dona-
tions.” said Nick Gehrig, com-

munications director, Red Cross
Blood Services. “Donations are
urgently needed now to meet
the needs of hospital patients
in the coming days and weeks.
If you've thought about giving
blood and helping to save lives,
now is the time to do it. It’s the
blood donations on the shelves
that help save lives when an
emergency occurs.”

To schedule an appointment
to donate., use the free Blood
Donor App. visit redcrossblood.
org, or call 1-800-RED-CROSS.
The Red Cross is extending
hours at many donation sites to
allow for more donors to make
an appointment to give. Dona-
tion appointments and comple-
tion of a RapidPass health his-
tory questionnaire online are
encouraged to avoid longer wait
times. Donors with all blood
types are needed.

Upcoming blood donation opportunities include:

LIGHT from page B1

I've never been good at either math or science. When I got to the
chapter on Einstein and quantum theory, I hesitated. Experience
had taught me that what would follow would be one big blur.

But Bruce had already turned into the science teacher I always
wished I had. How did he do it? By not being a science teacher.
His background, as is evident from his writing, is literature, art,
and history. His mission is to turn people on.

And unlike every other science teacher I ever knew, he doesn’t
throw around words he assumes ordinary human beings should
be embarrassed not to know. He explains them in language that
is immediately accessible to any general reader. I still don’t
know much about quantum theory, but thanks to Bruce, I’'m no
longer clueless.

To better explain what he writes about, Bruce has visited al-
most all of the places mentioned in his book. He’s seen every-
thing from the rising of the sun on the darkest day of the year in
Newgrange, Ireland, to the largest telescope mirror ever made.
Twenty-eight feet in diameter, it will enable the Giant Magellan
Telescope in Chile to discover First Light, that particular radi-
ance that has been around since the universe was formed billions
of years ago.

Before reading Bruce’s book, I hadn’t heard of either New-
grange or the Giant Magellan. Now I know that light, because it
isn’t matter and can’t decay, is eternal. It never goes away.

Bruce doesn’t just visit the places he writes about; he also re-
produces in his kitchen some of the experiments he’s come across
through his research. I can see him hammering nails into a pizza pan
to confirm the experiments with refraction that Ibn al-Haytham con-
ducted in 969. At the same time, T couldn’t bear to envision Bruce
detaching the retina of a horse’s eye to create a camera obscura
the same way Descartes did sometime around 1630. The image in-
verted and so did Bruce’s stomach.

Opertura Exhibit,
Fecund Opening,

at ECA+ Gallery

EASTHAMPTON — The collaborative art-
ist unit, Opertura, will offer new artwork in
the exhibit, Fecund Opening, at ECA+ gallery
from July 5 through July 26. There will be an
opening reception on July 9 from 5 to 8 p m.
Regular gallery times are Monday through
Thursday. 12 to 6 p.m.

Fecund Opening features new illustration,
installation and animation by Opertura focused
on the transfer of energy. The active and recep-
tive ends of nutrient exchange are on display
in the overripe and digestive villi, the airborne
spray and organic matter.

Opertura is the collaborative artist unit
formed by Aya Yamasaki and Jason Brown.
They create handdrawn animation, illustra-

Friday, July 8 Greenficld Fire Department, from 10 a m. to 3 p.m.

Friday, July 8 Shelbume-Buckland Community Center, from 1 to 6 p.m.

Monday, July 11 Sunderland Fire Department, from 11 am. to4 p m.

Tuesday, July 12 UMass-Amherst Student Union, 10 a m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, July 16 Greenfield Republican Masonic Lodge, 215 Munson
Street. from 8am. to 1l pm.

Monday, July 18 Public Library, 2 Canal Street in South Hadley. noon to

tion, comics, installation and more, draw-
ing inspiration from the natural and magical
world, the humorous and tragic, and folk sto-
rytelling traditions.

Their work has screened and been presented
domestically and abroad, and their comic strip,
Weird Healing, is printed exclusively in the

My favorite of the many amazing people who populate Bruce’s
narrative is Richard P. Feynman. Using words like “screwy,”
“dopey.” and “absurd” to show what happens when light col-
lides with matter, Feynman created diagrams with squiggly lines
that he also painted on the side of his Ford van. He called his
diagrams some “half-assedly thought-out pictorial semi-vision
thing,” but they won him the Nobel Prize in 1965. One physicist

6 pm.
Tuesday, July 19 Pioneer Valley Regional School in Northfield, from 1 called them “the sun breaking through the clouds with rainbow Montague Reporter.

to 6 pm. and pot of gold.” See opertura.org for more information.
T]mrsday, July 21 Holy Family Parish, 29 Sugarloaf Street in South The same could be said for Bruce’s 4 Radiant Hisfory Wa

Deerfield, noon to 5 p m. from Creation to the Ouantum Age. |

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666

Trners Talle ion Fonse| |IN-COOD COMPANY

A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated >

Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years
Dave Argy, Family & Staff

g PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS

MUSIC

O
MOVIES

Offering focused attention,
engaging activities, outings, and
respite for caregivers.

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com

iommp i oo |a13:0307369 e | | OUILL T MONAGUECENER | T 00

SINCE 1888

Savings & protection for your

-
Gty WHOLE FAMILY! Fresh Chicken |
1 Al AGENCY, INC. & = L& S"&T =
Hormone & Antibiotic Free E | 1%
. [FUPTON-MASSAMONT  (413) 665-3771 x104 oiﬁ.‘:""e Sk
Availoble At Our Farm Store Every Other Free Range Turkey ! REALTORS (413) 665-3772 Fax _ 1
Week From the End of May thru October . % (413) 834-1524 Cell
. . @ (413) 423-3810 Home
Call or email us to cater your special event. Grass Fed Beef & Lamb don@ch . E-mail
126 Mormon Hollow Rd. Wendell, MA 01349 = Home-style Meals, Sides % o 4 Elm Strvet, South Deerficld, MA 0137
- ediemandfarm.com mandfarmstore @gmall.com i ¥ b ity =
Competitive rates & discounts for all of your insurance needs! i o Soups & Desserts e www.cbuptnn-massanonl.cug?-

Mon. thru Sat. 7am-5pm * Sun 10—3pm
159 Avenue A | Turners Falls MA | 413.863.4373 | ahrist.com

(HjHusqvarna

* Lawn Tractors
* Snow Blowers

= Rototillers

* Chainsaws

¢ -'Turn Mowers

PV Squared

(I v a worker-owned cooperative
Your trusted partner in solar.

Solar pan be confusing. So we make the process clear and simple:
We're a warker-owned cooperafive and Certified B Corp. Which
ineans we care about doing things right, And our team of experts is
here for you. Teday, lomorrow, and down the read,

www.pvsquared.coop
413-772-8788

* T'rimmers

* Leaf Blowers

= Push Mowers

¢ Full Service Dept.
* Financing Available

Landscape Design & Maintenance

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care
522-2563,

* Lawn Mowers

G| GREEN RIVER POWERSPORTS

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892
WWW.greenriverpowersports.com

MA Elec. Lic, A13764 MA HIC 140077

|@:

J

(- Serving Home Grown

YOU ASKED FOR IT, YOU GOT IT:

78 RO STREET
TURNERS FALLS
14131863 2866

Farm-inspired Food & Drink

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D.
Cosmetic Dentistry

7 Burnham Street
Tumers Falls, MA 01376
Telephone (413) 774-6553
TumersFalls Dental.com

Office Hours By Appointment

THE RENDEZVOUS IS OPEN DAILY 11:30 A.M.- 1 AM.
FOREVENTS CHECK OUT WWW.RENDEZVOUSTFMA.COM

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

Peter Waters Painting Smu@ SNSTRUCTION

: UPPLY Co. INCc.
Servlces SCSC “Rock solid service with level advice”
Cusiom Rescenti Gl s st -
UStom enaa -
FU"Y Insured Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious designation, 22 mﬂi ete Masonry S‘Bpply A _a’_;_;f
The CRS is my badge of expetise and your shield of 'ﬂeﬂﬂg' a complete line of pavers,

Office: 978-544-6534 R RNt e RPN eI Wil bloc, and e, 4 -l,deél

%H "4][\}[3#:461-—5172 GERI JOHNSON, CRS 211 yoare of evpesienne., 298 Avenue A Tusnek Exlla 1 3 8 53-{, .
terj - -579-1800
e waters88 ma“ com [obrson 66 Freach King Hwy., Gill d at our new location or 802-5 300" |
¢ @g (413) 8639736 WGJ.LH.COM _529 ﬁ’KMl:lm St, Brufrlebom wwwghanuhmstlpplyco"“y_






