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Wendell Inches Forward on
Last-Mile Broadband Project

Iconic Downtown Buildings
See One More Renaissance

By JOSH HEINEMANN

On the evening of May 31,
the last day for legal posting
of the annual town meeting
warrant, Wendell’s broad-

band committee had a long,
productive meeting  with
representatives of the Massa-
chusetts Broadband Institute
(MBI). Selectboard mem-
ber Dan Keller and finance

committee chair Doug Tan-
ner were at the meeting, and
Keller reported Wendell is
one of the first six towns for
which MBI will do a readi-
ness assessment.

Last Saturday, the Wendell Free 1ibrary sponsored a “box city”
on the common. Boxes, tools, and fasteners were provided, cross
streets were laid out, and some elaborate structures were created.

Keller said that MBI will
continue assessments with
towns six at a time, but plans
for a simultaneous system
buildout of last-mile high-
speed internet.

Keller recommended
that Wendell withdraw from
WiredWest, in spite of the
organization’s new business
plan, and pursue cooperation
with fewer and closer towns.
Wendell has paid dues to
WiredWest, and that money
is spent, but the $49 depos-
its that town residents paid to
WiredWest are being held in
an escrow account.

see WENDELL page A5
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Graduating Class Celebrates

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

GILL-MONTAGUE - The Turners Falls
High School gymnasium was filled to the raf-
ters with joyous, cheering friends and family

and she hadn’t had the opportunity to know
the students throughout their time at the high
school, she was very happy to be there. She
welcomed everyone and congratulated the

see GRADUATION page A4

last Friday as the Class
of 2016 began its pro-
cession towards gradu-
ation. Entering through
a decorated archway
as the band played
“Pomp and Circum-
stance,” each student
took a turn once slowly
around the room until
they reached the front.
Taking seats facing the
stage, they waited for
the ceremony to begin.

At the podium,
Principal Annie Leon-
ard said that although
it was her first year,

By JOE PARZYCH

TURNERS FALLS -
ET&L Corporation of Stow,
MA is in the midst of a $2.2
million dollar job of con-
structing a new taxiway,
40 feet wide and 1,500 feet
long, at the Turners Falls
-
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Class of 2016 graduates hold roses given to them by the Gill-Montague

Eduncation Fund, to be given to a “Special someone” in their life.

All That Airport Dirt:

Airport. Orange- and white-
checkered flags flutter gaily
from every vehicle on the
job, making it look like a tri-
umphant invading army.
“The flags are for safety,”
job superintendent Jonathan
DiGregorio said. “Only vehi-
cles with a checkered flag are

Explained

allowed on the job, making
it easy to spot a vehicle that
shouldn’t be there.”

The taxiway job was start-
ed April 15, and must be com-
pleted before July 4.

The company first broke
up the old taxiway pavement,

see AIRPORT page A3

The taxiway construction project, as seen from the sky.

PARZYEH [PHOTO

Renaissance Builders owner Stephen Greemvald stands at the porch of  the former American House
on Fourth Street, one of the Powertown Apartments buildings his company is helping renovate.

By DAVID DETMOLD
with JOE PARZYCH

TURNERS FALLS - The scaffolding
has come down on the handsomely refur-
bished facade of the Hibernian Hall on Av-
enue A. Across Fourth Street, the finishing
touches are being placed this week on the
imposing two-story porch of the old Ameri-
can House, with its six massive columns ta-
pering upward from their 16-inch bases.

Power Turner Falls LP, new owners of
the sprawling, ten-building Power Town
Apartments complex, has invested heavily
in the renovations of these two signature
architectural masterpieces on the Avenue to
maintain the historic accuracy of their fa-
cades, down to the last detail.

At the head of the firm that handled the
painstaking renovation of the cornices of
the Hibernian Hall and the American House
porch is Stephen Greenwald, a builder with
long years of experience downtown. He has
assisted the town with complicated restora-
tions of key buildings in the past.

Owner of Renaissance Builders, Green-
wald first moved to Turners as a member of
the Renaissance Community in 1974, when
that commune of adventurous young people
practically took over the downtown. The
commune bought up the Colle Opera House,
Shea Theater, Cutlery Block, and many
other downtown buildings, and opened
a number of quixotic enterprises that put
a distinctly psychedelic stamp on Power

see BUILDINGS page A6

Mystery Canines Kill Cows, Calves;
Coydogs, Coywolves, Liberals Blamed

By JEFF SINGLETON

GILL - Coydog or coyote? Gill police
chief David Hastings does not think the ge-
netics of the animals that killed a local farm-
er’s cow and two newborn calves matter very
much. “I’m more concerned about a farmer’s
loss of property than [the attacker’s] DNA,”
Hastings told the Reporter.

The department’s Facebook page, how-
ever, had become a venue for the ongoing
debate over whether a wild animal that has

populated the northeastern United States in
recent decades is a coyote, a “coydog” (dog-
coyote mix), or a hybrid involving the eastern
wolf and the western coyote.

The current state of the science seems to
suggest the latter, but Hastings is certainly
correct that this does not help Brian Peila.
Peila is a local farmer who grazes his cows
in a Main Road pasture about a mile south of
Gill’s town hall.

In the early afternoon of June 6, Peila was

see CANINES page A8

The Playotts: Softball Advances

By MATT ROBINSON

TURNERS FALLS -
Three Turners Falls High
School sports teams played in
the MIAA playoffs this week.
The baseball team traveled to
Ware, the boys’ tennis team
went to Greenfield, and the
softball team hosted Pioneer.

Baseball

On Thursday, June 2, Ware
defeated Turners Falls 7-1 in
the first round of the MIAA
baseball playoffs. Power-
town took a brief 1-0 lead in
the first inning when Jalen
Sanders batted in Tionne
Brown, but it wasn’t enough,
as Ware tied it in the bottom

see PLAYOFFS page A7
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Turners’ Melissa Hersey gets a solid hit in the softball
team’s 2-1 victory over Pioneer Valley on Monday.
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Kate Jones, administrative assis- The town’s labor lawyer has ex-
tant at Montague’s Water Pollution  plained in an email to the United
Control Facility, let us know that Electrical Workers (UE) that the
one of our reporters misinterpreted  selectboard’s rationale in rejecting
a statement she made at the May 31  the idea was that “it wants to en-
Montague selectboard meeting. sure that it has a confidential man- \ NINAROSSIILLUSTRATION __/

Tensions have been high be-
tween the department and town
hall, so it’s worth a correction, as
well as some further discussion.

We took the time to review a
video of the meeting, which as
always is available online via
MCTV’s website. Referring to an
advertisement the town has posted
for a new superintendent to replace
Bob Trombley, who retires at the
end of this month, here’s what
Jones actually said:

“One of my concerns about the
ad is that you are requiring — and |
know that this came right out of the
superintendent’s job description —
‘ten years of experience.” That will
probably have you looking at peo-
ple who are very comfortable with
conventional, possibly not as open
to something that’s alternative, like
the Montague process.”

Guessing wrong at a missing
noun, Jeff Singleton wrote that she
was concerned the requirement
would select for candidates “com-
fortable with conventional [meth-
ods of administration].” But Jones
was referring to conventional
methods of wastewater treatment,
not of management.

She and others were making
clear that they are worried that a
manager hired from outside might
not support the staff in continu-
ing with their experimental — and
apparently quite successful — ap-
proach to waste treatment, which
involves recycling activated sludge
all the way back to the headworks
so that digestion can begin during
preliminary treatment.

Singleton’s article may have
led some readers to believe Jones
was advocating for a restructuring
plan department staff had collec-
tively proposed, to promote her
and operator John Little into joint
leadership positions after Tromb-
ley’s retirement.

The selectboard had voted
against that idea after discussing
it in executive session, a preroga-
tive they assert was legal under
the state open meeting law, based
on the idea that it could affect the
town’s position in collective bar-
gaining with the unions represent-
ing workers in the department.

It’s still not totally clear to us
why that should be the case.

ager” — i.e., a non-union member
— “who is responsible for the over-
all Department operations, budget
and management of employees.”

But from what we had heard, the
staff felt that whether or not either
supervisor position would be in the
union should be up for discussion
with town hall. And we’ve seen no
indication yet that the UE was asked
about the plan, or that it signaled it
would have any qualms over Little
leaving the union.

In any case, Jones wanted to
stress that she and others have ac-
cepted the selectboard’s decision,
and are moving on.

At that May 30 meeting, she,
Little and selectboard chair Rich
Kuklewicz finally had an open and
public conversation about the idea.

It’s worth sharing with a broader
audience, because it’s a conversa-
tion about how our town is gov-
erned and how our infrastructure is
managed, not a secret negotiation
in which taxpayers and employees
bargain over opposing interests.

Jones: Thank you, Rich, for
hanging in here. | know it’s been
challenging. | appreciate your ef-
forts. In order for the staff to be
able to begin to move beyond our
plan — and | understand the deci-
sion’s been made — in order for us
to move past that, and move on to
superintendent, and hopefully we
get one that will be successful, I
have a question. | was not privy to
any discussions. | understand that
the point is, not having a single
point of contact. Was it entertained
that there be some modification to
the plan that we had, where John
and | were co-managers, where he
was Chief Operator and | was Ad-
ministrator, so that you could get
your single point of contact?

Kuklewicz: We had some dis-
cussions with John around that,
and those didn’t go the way we felt
— We talked to John about that.

Little: Yeah. | offered to step out
of the union and be the single point,
but you still didn’t like that idea.

Kuklewicz: No, John, that
wasn’t how it went. | think you
went and told us that we would
never want you as a superinten-
dent; we would fire you within one
or two weeks.
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Little: You’re right.

Kuklewicz: So why would we
put you in a position where you’ve
told us we would fire you?

Little: Because, if the group
that | worked with wasn’t taken
care of, then | would be a thorn
in your side, even worse than I
am on the union side of it. That’s
what | meant. But | meant | would
step out of the union, and do it for
less money —

Kuklewicz: That wasn’t the
message you gave us that day,
John.

Little: I believe I did say that.
| believe | did say that. In fact, I
put it to you —

Kuklewicz: Well then John,
you certainly have the qualifica-
tions, and you can put in an appli-
cation for Superintendent.

Little: It’s not going to work
that way!

Jones: That takes John out of
where we need him to be.

Kuklewicz: Well, we can’t do
things both ways.

Little: We need workers, not
— I’m sorry, Rich, but we need
workers. A superintendent is go-
ing to sit behind a desk primarily,
and do the paperwork.

Kuklewicz: | didn’t get that
message when | walked around
and saw what Bob [Trombley]
does every day, that he sits behind
a desk. I’ve shaken Bob’s hand
and realized that he doesn’t sit be-
hind a desk all day. If you shake
my hand, you’ll see what it’s like
when somebody sits behind a desk
all day. [Laughter]

So | understand, and that’s a
unique person — that’s what we’re
looking for. And it may take us
some effort, it may take some time.
I don’t want to hire the wrong per-
son. So, we’ll work at that, that’s
all I can tell you.

There you have it. The town will
be challenged to hire a successor
to Trombley, but at least officials
are aware that they’re looking for
a hands-on boss who is open to
new ideas and encouraging of em-
ployee initiative. It’s a tall order,
and we wish everyone the best of
luck in moving forward.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS!

Montague Reporfer

177 Ave. A, T, MA 01376

editor@montaguereporter.org

Snakes Must Face
Democracy

I read with interest Anne Sten-
gle’s letter to the Reporter (June 2)
concerning the proposed introduc-
tion of rattlesnakes to a Quabbin
Reservoir island, and take excep-
tion to a few of her points.

Firstly, she states that “increas-
ing the number of species in an eco-
system improves the health of the
ecosystem.”

Unlike her, I am no PhD can-
didate in biology, but surely she
knows better: have the likes of the
Asian longhorn beetle, the zebra
mussel and the emerald ash borer
— invasive species all — “improved”
the health of the Commonwealth’s
ecosystem, rather than put it at seri-
ous and costly risk?

Second is her assertion that rat-
tlesnakes are a “key species in our
environment.”

Really? Isn’t the timber rattle-
snake population estimated at
around 200 statewide, and only
found at Mt. Tom and the Blue
Hills, other than a couple other tiny
isolated groups? Ms. Stengle may
want rattlesnakes to be a “key spe-

cies,” but plainly they’re not. What
crucial niche does she claim they
currently occupy?

Third is her claim that the Di-
vision of Fisheries and Wildlife is
required to protect all endangered
species, regardless of public popu-
larity. Alright, fair enough, but I’'m
missing where anyone’s proposed
eradicating the existing rattlesnake
populations. Perhaps Ms. Stengle
could enlighten us?

The final point that caught my
eye is her anger that politics, instead
of science, is the chief factor in the
legislature’s decision.

Leaving aside the question as to
what her closing remark urging us
to lobby our state senator to thwart
the effort is, if not a political ploy,
yes: the public does get to influence
what conservation efforts our tax
dollars will support.

That’s the nature of a democracy,
however inconvenient Ms. Stengle
might find it.

Robert Traynor
Turners Falls

Athetes Awarded

The Turners Falls Athletic Club
Scholarship Committee is pleased
to announce the following four stu-
dents who have been selected to re-
ceive our scholarships.

The awards, in the amount of
$1,000 each, are payable to the in-
dividual student for their second se-
mester at the college of their choice.

1. Jenna Putala of Erving

2. Mackenzie Phillips of Gill

3. Haley Whipple of Montague

4. Ryan Lenois of Montague

We would like to congratulate
the scholarship winners and thank
all the student athletes who applied,;

we wish you all the best of luck.

We especially want to thank all
of the active TFAC members whose
donations make these scholarships
possible.

Applications for Second Semes-
ter Scholarships are available at the
Turners Falls High School guidance
office. TFAC: Supporting Sports &
Academics for the Youth of Turners
Falls Since 1934.

Sincerely,

TFAC Scholarship Committee

Christian S. Couture,
TFAC President
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Relive history as you walk
through Cabot Station on this spe-
cial 100th Anniversary guided tour
on Saturday, June 11 and Sunday,
June 12. Cabot Station began gen-
erating electricity in 1916, supply-
ing power to the Montague area and
communities throughout the Con-
necticut River Valley. At the time
of its construction, it was the largest
hydroelectric station east of Niagara
Falls.

Enjoy this unique opportunity to
see inside a working power station
on these free, forty-minute tours
highlighting the station’s history on
the banks of the Connecticut. To-
day, much of the original generat-
ing equipment is still in use. Tours
begin at 9:45, 10:45 and 11:45 a.m.,
and 12:45 p.m.

The tour route includes some un-
even footing and several flights of
narrow stairs. No open-toe shoes al-
lowed, and photo ID is required.

Cabot Station is located at 15
Cabot Street, Turners Falls (Mon-
tague City). To register, visit www.
bookeo.com/CabotStation100,  or
call 1 (800) 859-2960.

The Wendell Misfit Prom takes
place at the Deja Brew Pub this Sat-
urday, June 11. This year’s theme is
“Gods, Myth, and Legends.”

The event kicks off with a parade
at 6:30 p.m. on Wendell Common,
and the pub doors open at 7 p.m.
Admission is $20, and children un-
der 12 are free. Proceeds to benefit
the Wendell Free Library.

Red Fire Farm will be hosting
a Strawberry Jam making class

AIRPORT from page Al

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

from 10 a.m. to noon on Sunday,
June 12 at its farmstand down in
Granby. See the jam making pro-
cess from beginning to end, and get
your questions answered about can-
ning. You can learn to preserve the
peak of the harvest for enjoying all
winter.

The farmstand is located at 7
Carver Street in Granby. Free and
open to the public.

Stop by the Retirement Party
for Father Charles Di Mascola!
Father Charles has been at Our Lady
of Czestochowa for 30 years.

Everyone is cordially invited
to the open house event from 1 to
3 p.m. on Sunday, June 12 at Saint
Kazimierz Hall, 197 Avenue A in
Turners Falls.

Diemand Farm is hosting a
fundraiser to benefit military
families Sunday, June 12. Chicken
and rib BBQ from 2 to 5 p.m. All
donations welcome.

All proceeds will go to the Ar-
redondo Foundation, to provide
emergency fund assistance to mili-
tary families that have experienced
a suicide, and college education as-
sistance to siblings. RSVP please:
(413) 522-4453. The farm is located
at 126 Mormon Hollow Road in
Wendell.

On Wednesday, June 15, join
a School’s Out celebration at the
Great Falls Farmers Market from
2 to 6 p.m. Festivities will include
music and storytelling by Tim Van
Egmond, hula hoop lessons, a side-
walk art contest, kid-sized items for
purchase, and more!

Start summer off right at your

local Farmers Market, held weekly
on Avenue A in Turners on the lawn
by the Discovery Center. For more
information, visit the Great Falls
Farmers Market page on Facebook,
or call Donna at (413) 687-1288.

Enjoy some Brews, Books and
Beer at the Millers Falls Library on
Thursday, June 16, at 6 p.m. Hear
Element brewers discuss the process
of brewing beer, beer type apprecia-
tion, and how to access additional
resources, including library books.
After the discussion, tour the Ele-
ment Brewery right across the street
at 23 Bridge Street. Tastings will
be available. For more information,
call 863-3214.

Join runners and walkers on June
18 for a 5K Race to raise funds for
the Brick House Community Re-
source Center! Onsite registration
opens at 9 a.m., and the race starts
at10 a.m.

Start and finish is at the gravel
parking lot at the top of the bike path
(DCR Canalside Rail Trail) at Unity
Park in Turners Falls. The course
follows the bike path, crosses the
canal onto the patch up to Migra-
tory Way, and loops back to the bike
path via G St. and Power St.

The cost is $20, and a sliding
scale entrance fee is available at on-
site registration, no runner turned
away. Prizes include gift cards for
The Rendezvous, LOOT, and 2nd
Street Baking Company, and a
wooden cutting board from Dolan
Casework. The Five Eyed Fox has
offered a beverage voucher for all
registered runners, and additional
support is provided by Whole Foods
Market.

Participants are encouraged to
pre-register here: www.runreg.com/
the-brick-house-5k. There are many
volunteer opportunities available
— please email thebrickhouse5k@
gmail.com if you’re interested in
helping out.

After that, from noon until dark,
stick around for the Unity Skate-

park Opening Celebration! There
will be a ribbon cutting at 1 p.m.,
a skate contest from 2 to 4 p.m., as
well as live bands, free food, and
family activities.

Co-sponsored by the Unity
Skatepark Committee, Montague
Parks and Rec, and Turners Falls
RiverCulture, the event will feature
Representative Steve Kulik, as well
as music from bands including Rob
Skelton’s Pitchfork, the Warblers,
OFC, Rebel Base, Chris Worth and
the Equalites.

The Unity Skatepark Commit-
tee is also looking for volunteers to
help with setup, cleanup, food and
parking. To pitch in, sign up on the
Unity Skatepark Campaign  page
at Facebook, or directly at goo.gl/
forms/ulX1hU7SvR, or call Anne
Harding at (413) 863-4993.

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. that day,
join Red Fire Farm in the Montague
fields for free samples, pick-your-
own, live music, fairy house build-
ing, and a walking tour of the farms’
Interpretive Trail by Mount Grace.

Pick-your-own organic straw-
berries from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
enjoy tasting of their 12 strawberry
varieties, free and open to the pub-
lic, from2to 5 p.m.

For more information on the
farm’s Strawberry Soiree, which
includes a Feast in the Fields din-
ner (not free) and a wrap-up out-
door concert with Jake Klar, visit
redfirefarm.com/news/strawber-
rysoiree.html.

That weekend, June 18 and 19,
is also the annual Mutton & Mead
Festival, which takes place at the
Millers Falls Rod & Gun Club.
Tickets start at $15, and youth, se-
nior, military, weekend and family
discount rates are available.

We’ll have more information in
next week’s Reporter, but for now
check out www.muttonandmead.org
for information on the medieval fes-
tival!

Send your local briefs to
editor@montaguereporter.org.

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

which was composed of two layers of asphalt
“base” pavement. A Komatsu excavator, with a 6-
cubic-yard bucket, loaded the broken bituminous
asphalt pavement and its gravel base onto ET&L’s
Volvo A 35D articulated off-road 35 ton rear
dumps. They transported it to a stockpile, where
a Cat D8 bulldozer blended it with material exca-
vated from the area of the new taxiway.

On the other side of the stockpile, a bucket
loader loaded the blended material onto other Vol-
vo A35D articulated dump trucks, which hauled
the blended material back to the excavated part of
the new taxiway.

ET&L’s water truck wet the soil down, as its
\Wolvo vibratory roller compacted it. The com-
pany’s bulldozers and graders are equipped with
GPS devices to automatically maintain accurate
grades to plan specifications.

This project is a continuation of a runway proj-
ect that earlier had to be moved 15 feet to accom-
modate claims of sacred ground by Native Ameri-
can tribal leaders. Moving the runway brought
it too close to the taxiway, which is now being
moved 15 feet away from the runway to meet air-
port regulations.

ET&L got its start when Anthony Colosi
worked for Eastern Tree & Landscaping. The
equipment lineup back then consisted of little
more than a couple of Ford farm tractors with
York rakes, and a couple of wheelbarrows. Mr.
Colosi later bought the company, expanded it
and incorporated as ET&L Corp.

Colosi has since retired, and his daughter, civil
engineer Jennie Lee Colosi, now president of the
company, sits at the helm. For 10 straight years,
she has been chosen as one of the top 100 women
business leaders in Massachusetts.

The company is involved in building roads,

JOE PARZYCH PHOTO

Heavy scoops: Superintendent Jon Digregorio
stands by the company’s Komatsu excavator
to give perspective to buckets size.

bridges, airport runways, and site development.
The only tree and landscaping work the company
performs now is that which is incidental to their
construction projects.

ET&L has come a long way under Ms. Colosi’s
leadership. Large amounts of construction equip-
ment glutted the equipment yard at the job site.
Asked why the taxiway project has such a mas-
sive amount of equipment on the job, Digregorio
stated, “When we need a piece of equipment, |

don’t want the job held up while we hunt it down
and wait for it to be delivered. This way, when we
need it, the equipment’s here — ready to go to work
with no delay. Sooner or later, all the equipment
on the job will be put to use.”

The base beneath the new taxiway is being
compacted in 6-inch lifts with ET&L’s Volvo
vibratory roller. The beach-like sand, part of
prehistoric Lake Hitchcock, is clean with few
fines, making compaction a challenge. A wa-
ter truck equipped with a sprinkler nozzle wets
down the sand to aid compaction.

The 32-inch base layer under the new pave-
ment consists of the recycled taxiway material
plus a foot of red rock processed gravel, 19 inches
of select borrow, 4 inches of sandy onsite mate-
rial, and 6 inches of 4-inch-minus trap rock. Both
the red rock and trap rock are supplied by Trew
Corporation’s quarry in Deerfield.

Warner Brothers LLC, also of Deerfield, is slat-
ed to pave the taxiway with two layers of 2 base
once it is graded and compacted. ET&L’s crew is
presently working overtime to insure that the job
finishes before the July 4 deadline.

ET&L has been in business for 65 years en-
gaged in highway, roadway, and bridge building.
Recently, the firm was selected for the $56,450,977
Sagamore Bridge rotary reconfiguration, and
Braintree-Quincy improvements to Route 3, Bur-
gin Parkway and Centre Street. Here in Montague,
the company is also working on the eastern por-
tion of Greenfield Road and its pedestrian bridge.

The good news for Montague residents is that
the current project at the airport is 90% funded
by the Federal Aviation Administration, and 10%
by the MassDOT Aeronautical Division. The bad
news is that the funds all come out of taxation, one
way or another.

Sorry, there is no free lunch, folks.

WE HEAT
FRANKLIN
COUNTY

* System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)
* Thermo Pride
* Weil-McLain
¢ Other Major Brands
¢ Expert Burner Service

Great Falls
Middle School
Students

of the Week
week ending 5/27/2016:

Grade 6
Christa Turner

Grade 7
Catherine Bezio

Grade 8
Kaitlyn Miner
Mirela Cioclea

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

RENT OFFICE SPACE IN
DOWNTOWN TURNERS FALLS

Office space for rent at 177 Avenue A. Half-bath &
egresses shared with the Montague Reporter, which occupies
storefront. Large, sunny 320 sq ft office is $250/mo.
Additional space may be made available, if needed for
your work. Utilities (heat, hot water, electric) included.
Seeking business or organization compatible with the
Reporter & residential activities above. 1-yr lease required.
Available June 1. Ample street parking free in front.
Contact rentaloffice@equitytrust.org or (413) 256-6161.
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PAPER
Week of June 13
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

Practice, Study,
Community

Free
Everyone Welcome

www.greenriverzen.org
(413) 695-8786

Franklin Tech Class of 2016 Urged to Live Life to

By MICHAEL REARDON

GREENFIELD - Nick Tokman’s
commencement address to the Frank-
lin County Technical School Class of
2016 was irreverent and funny, but
also held an important life lesson.

The cast member of the Discov-
ery Channel show “Deadliest Catch”
urged the 122 graduates to make the
most of the days ahead of them. Tok-
man, a West Springfield native, said
that without any “hiccups” along the
way, the graduates could live to be
100 years old, and they should live
their lives without regrets.

“There was a study conducted
interviewing people on their death
bed asking them about their regrets
in life,” he said. “The consensus was
that most people did not regret the
things they did do, but actually the
things that they didn’t do.”

Tokman said he didn’t regret
moving to Alaska to become a crab
fisherman, which led to his inclusion
in “Deadliest Catch,” despite going
broke, being homeless and having to
sell a gold necklace his mother gave
him. He added that he didn’t regret
crashing a racing car, or streaking
in the Holyoke Mall parking lot, al-
though he recommended the gradu-
ates not do it because “you could be
labeled a sex offender.”

In the end, Tokman advised the
graduates to follow their hearts and
do the things in life that are impor-
tant to them before it’s too late.

“Decide on a path closely and de-
liberately,” he said. “Try it as many
times as you think necessary. Then

GRADUATION from page A1l

graduates for their achievement.

Leonard introduced senior class
president Noah Cordonnier-Padilla
who said, “Look at this. We made it,
all in one piece!” Cordonnier-Padilla
said it was weird to realize this would
be their last time in the school.

“For many, it feels like home,”
he said. “We’ve gone through three
principals, three musical directors
— and a lot of flavored water,” he
continued, bringing a laugh from
his classmates, who cheered loudly
when he added, “We beat Greenfield
every single Turkey Day.”

He closed with these sincere
thoughts: “We have supported each
other even when it was difficult...
This class is awesome! Noah sign-
ing off.”

Student council president Nadia
Hasan spoke next. After recounting
some humorous stories, Hasan said,
“I know you can conquer everything.
May you stay forever young.”

Salutatorian Jenna Putala spoke
of overcoming obstacles in her life,
saying, “I have learned to live in the
present: don’t worry about the past,
or the future.” To her fellow gradu-
ates, she said, “Your teachers and
classmates are so proud of you.”

Neven Shattuck, the class vale-
dictorian, spoke with confidence and
a smile of joy on his face. He spoke
of the value of fighting for freedom
or what’s right, saying that “even if
efforts seem small, they are impor-
tant. Everything great that comes
into your life comes with risk — find

a way to be happy.”

Making Connections

In his address to the graduates,
Gill-Montague district superinten-
dent Michael Sullivan told the Class
of 2016 that the state of Massachu-
setts sets very high standards for
graduation, and praised them for

their academic accomplishments
and perseverance. He spoke of the
expansion of courses offered at the
high school, and complimented them
on their willingness to stretch them-
selves and try new things.

Sullivan then referenced President
Obama’s speech, the previous week,
at the memorial honoring the dead in
Hiroshima, Japan. He had been talk-
ing about the high cost of lives lost
in the war, and the consequence for
humanity of the development and
use of the atomic bomb.

“Technological progress without
an equivalent progress in human in-
stitutions can doom us,” Mr. Obama
said. “The scientific revolution that
led to the splitting of an atom requires
a moral revolution as well.” Obama
had suggested in order to make war
obsolete, we must learn to think of
ourselves as one community.

Addressing the graduates as they
move into the next stage of their lives,
Sullivan said surveys have shown
once Turners Falls High students
graduate, they go off either to Green-
field Community College, to a four-
year college, or into the workforce
in generally three equal groups. He
added that nationally, statistics show
many students do not stick with col-
lege, often leaving to get jobs.

While some of this is economic,
Sullivan said that often it is because
college students feel the lack of con-
nections they had in high school or in
their home communities. He spoke
of a college that responded to a high
dropout rate among Hispanic stu-
dents by organizing “Zola Nights,”
creating an opportunity for the stu-
dents to socialize and make connec-
tions. This worked well, reducing the
dropout rate at the school.

Sullivan then told the story of
combat soldiers, coming home after
long deployments, feeling the loss
of connection and purpose in their

REARDON PHOTO

Salutatorian Kaitlin Churchill of Turners Falls addresses her classmates.

ask yourself one question, ‘does this
path have a heart?’ If it does, the path
is good. If it doesn’t, it is of no use.”

The graduation was held this year
under a tent at Greenfield Communi-
ty College, due to construction proj-
ects at the Turners Falls school.

FCTS principal Shawn Rickan
opened the ceremony by noting that
it was the 40" anniversary of the
school, and his first year as principal.
He said he was “proud of the 122
graduates here this evening.”

“It was my pleasure to serve you
as your principal, and | wish you all
the best,” Rickan said.

Richard Kuklewicz, FCTS school
committee chair, said the graduates
will experience many more accom-
plishments in their lives, and when

they hit a bump in the road they must
rise to the challenge. “There will be
setbacks,” he said. “That just means
that you’ll have to work harder to
achieve the next accomplishment.”

Superintendent Richard Martin
challenged graduates to weigh risks
and rewards throughout their lives.
He said the group took a risk by leav-
ing their friends from eighth grade
and coming to Franklin County Tech.
The reward was finding “new friends
for life, real work experiences, and a
pathway toward a new career.”

Martin said it is risky, but neces-
sary, to stay the course when others
express doubt, and to not give into
the temptation to seek a solution
with little or no effort.

“You have heard the saying that

[ELLEN BLANCHETTE PHOTO

School committee chair Michael Langknecht looks on as class president Noah
Cordonnier-Padilla moves a classmate’s tassel, signifying that she has graduated.

lives. They found by reaching out to
fellow soldiers to rekindle the kind
of camaraderie they had before they
returned helped them feel less iso-
lated, and helped them find purpose
in their lives at home.

Sullivan offered these examples
to warn graduates of the isolation
they may feel once out on their own,
and to understand the importance of
connections that restore a sense of
community in their lives.

“People are social beings,” Sulli-
van said. “We need each other. Iso-
lation is the enemy. Relationships
are messy, but worth it. My hope is
you will carry these rich experiences
with you, stay connected, and build
community around you.”

Now was the time they’d all
been waiting for. In their blue and
white gowns, the students rose and
left the room.

Returning one by one through
the arch, band playing, each student
stepped up to the stage as their name
was called. They accepted their di-
plomas from Principal Leonard, and
walked across to greetings and warm

‘nothing good in life is free,”” Martin
said, “but | challenge the graduates
to take on a new philosophy and be-
lieve that the rewards of your life are
in each of you, when you seek the
interests of others before your own,
honor those who raised you, and care
for those who need you.”
Salutatorian  Kaitlin ~ Churchill
quoted Maya Angelou, saying “My
mission in life is not merely to sur-
vive, but to thrive; and to do so with
some passion, some compassion,
some humor, and some style.”
“Passion is a quality that Frank-
lin County Tech students never
lack,” she continued. “You have
to want to be here and you have to
want to do well.” Churchill, a resi-
dent of Turners Falls, said FCTS
students represented the school
in the community which included
overcoming stereotypes of young
people who choose a vocational
and technical school education.
“We became powerful parts of the
community doing things that some
people twice our ages never do,” she
said. “I’m still amazed every day by
our accomplishments and the overall
wonderful people that | was lucky to
have in my life for four years.”
Valedictorian  Hailey  Lowell
spoke about how the Class of 2016
came from 19 different communi-
ties, but bonded and grew together.
“We helped each other find our
way through the years and helped
each other find who we are,” she
said. “We gained knowledge, trust,
compassion and common interest
with others. We’ll have to continue

congratulations from Sullivan and
other members of the administration.
Michael Langknecht, school com-
mittee chair, shared a brief moment
of switching tassels on their caps.
Each then received a pink rose pro-
vided by the Gill Montague Educa-
tion Fund as they stepped off stage,
returning to their seats.

As the ceremony reached its end,
students took time to rush through the
room, giving their roses to “someone
special in their life.” This emotional
moment was followed by cheers as
the principal announced they had of-
ficially graduated.

They threw their caps into the air
all at once, and the room filled with
excitement, chatter and applause.
Out on the lawn, grads were sur-
rounded by family: little ones run-
ning around, babies cuddled in their
mothers” arms. The sun was still up
and the scene was festive, with bal-
loons and lots of picture-taking.

Another wonderful Turners Falls
High School graduation.
Congratulations to all from
the Montague Reporter!

the Fullest

to push ourselves to become better
versions of ourselves.”

Following graduation, Lindsey
Mailloux of Erving, who sang the
“Star Spangled Banner” to kick off
the event, said she was happy, but
also a little sad to be leaving her
friends and teachers after four years.

“l got to meet so many people
from different towns,” she said. “I
got to learn the cosmetology trade
that will help me out in the future.
I’ll miss my friends and the shop.”

Briar-Rose Colon of Orange, an-
other cosmetology student, is hoping
to one day open her own salon. She
said FCTS did a great job in prepar-
ing her for the workforce.

“I’m a licensed cosmetologist and
the program here helped me with my
career in the future,” Colon said. “It
gets you ready for the real world.
But, I’'ll miss my friends, teachers
and the memories. It went by fast.”

Clay Kelley, an automobile tech-
nology student from Buckland, said
he felt a sense of accomplishment.
He said the school environment is
very welcoming to all the students.
“I’ve been reflecting lately on how
the teachers make the school into a
community,” Kelley said. He plans to
major in chemistry at Baldwin Wal-
lace University in Ohio in the fall.

Sunderland’s Zach Barker said his
education in the school’s machine
technology program has already paid
off. “I got a job at Bete Fog Nozzle,”
he said. “I’m happy about that.”

Michael Reardon is a public
relations representatives at FCTS.
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About 20 residents came Thurs-
day evening, June 2 when Wen-
dell’s broadband committee held
an information meeting, and at that
meeting, broadband committee co-
chair Ray DiDonato said that MBI
is working to get the USDA to al-
low municipal loans for network
construction. All other loan options
open to Wendell are expensive.

DiDonato also said that the first
steps of the buildout, a pole survey
and network design, can be taken
before it is decided who will do the
buildout, who will become the net-
work operator, and who will become
the internet service provider.

Two articles on the June 8
town meeting warrant would take
$20,000 from stabilization funds
for a pole survey, and $50,000 from
stabilization for network design,
the first steps necessary to create a
fiber-optic network. Broadband co-
chair Robert Heller said that wire-
less signals are inherently limited,
and Wendell’s hills and trees make
the signals even more so.

Meeting Tweaks

The finance committee asked
that this year’s Article 4, the town’s
operating expenses, be slowed
somewhat from the last year’s pro-
cess, because of the compromises

the fin com had to make to keep
expenses from rising.

Town clerk Gretchen Smith
sent in a question about the mean-
ing of the words used at the close
of or a break taken in the middle of
a town meeting. With some discus-
sion, selectboard members came
to the following definitions: A “re-
cess” is taken for a short break, for
example, a lunch break during a
Saturday meeting; ‘“adjournment”
comes from the word jour, French
for “day,” and means a stop in the
proceedings and the meeting will
continue on another day; at the end
of the meeting, with the business
completed, the final article is to
“dissolve” the meeting.

Coordination

Fire chief Joe Cunco met the
board with a quick explanation of a
Multi Agency Coordination Center
(MACC), and a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for select-
board chair Christine Heard to sign
and forward to the Franklin Region-
al Council of Governments.

The MACC is a concept that was
developed after hurricane Irene,
with the idea of providing a single
central coordination center for orga-
nizing during a large-scale incident.
According to the MOU, Wendell is
not bound to it, but the town agrees

Here’s the way it was June 8,
2006: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Override Fails in Montague

Citizens for Public Education,
the committee of Montague par-
ents, teachers and school officials
who printed flyers, put up lawn
signs, and made phone calls in sup-
port of the $600,000 Proposition
2% override request for the schools
last month, have a long summer
ahead of them.

\oters in Montague turned down
the request by 236 votes. With 1388
— or nearly 32% of the registered
voters — turning out, the final vote
was 812 to 576.

This margin was an improve-
ment over the results of the last
school override in Montague, in
August of 2003, when voters re-
jected a request for $275,000, less
than half the amount of money
sought on Tuesday.

On Tuesday night, school com-
mittee members huddled with town
officials in the hallway of town hall
as the precinct returns came in, con-
sidering their options. The idea of
finding some cuts on the town side
of the budget, finding proportional
cuts or new revenues from the
school budget, and heading back
to the voters with a smaller over-
ride request later in the summer
were some approaches under dis-
cussion as the evening wore on.

More Talk on
Railroad Salvage

A mysterious brick sat across
from selectboard member Pat
Allen’s stack of paperwork dur-
ing Monday night’s board meeting.
The artifact was later identified as a
piece of the Railroad Salvage build-

LOOKIING BACIK:
10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

ing, situated by the barricaded
Power Street at the north end of the
Patch.

The street was closed off for
safety purposes in February after
town officials noticed large pieces
of the building’s roof had fallen in.
Two weeks ago, part of the brick
wall tumbled into the road, prompt-
ing the Montague highway depart-
ment to add additional barricades
to prevent residents from walking
by the building.

The safety hazard posed
by the building is also joined by a
potential emergency hazard for res-
idents of the Patch, who now only
have one exit route, due to the clos-
ing of the Power Street bridge.

Regarding the building’s owner
Gary Kosuda, building inspector
David Jensen said, “He has the ba-
sic people to put the project togeth-
er [to renovate], but they haven’t
been working together. It’s frustrat-
ing that he didn’t nail all this down
earlier.” Jensen is optimistic that
substantial activity will begin on
the building by the fall.

“If my perception is that he is
not moving ahead, the only alterna-
tive | see is a court order to demol-
ish the building,” said Jensen.

NMH Receives
$10 Million Bequest

A Northfield Mount Hermon
School alumnus has donated secu-
rities valued at $10 million to the
school. David Bolger, real estate
developer, investment banker, fi-
nancier, and philanthropist, has
asked that his gift be used to endow
scholarships, establish a faculty
chair, and support an endowment
for the school’s Memorial Chapel.

This is the largest gift NMH has
received in its 126-year history.
Bolger graduated in 1950.

to use the center.

At 6 p.m. on Thursday, June 16
there will be a meeting at which
Orange Ambulance will present
a contract for towns to sign onto.
This action seems contrary to the
back-and-forth process that was es-
tablished at prior meetings. Keller
agreed to go, and so did town coor-
dinator Nancy Aldrich.

Other Business

The standard test for ticks and
Lyme disease costs $30, and Mary
Thomas asked whether Wendell
would be willing to subsidize that
cost for residents, as some other
towns do. Heard said that question
should go to the board of health.

The selectboard granted a re-
quest to use the town hall kitchen
on June 17, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.-m. for community bread baking.
The event is limited to ten people,
and because it is for Wendell citi-
zens, the fee is waived.

The selectboard got a request to
use the town common for a tag sale.
There is a regular Saturday morn-
ing farmers market, and Heard re-
membered that the Diemand family
once organized a town-wide tag sale
years ago. “I don’t want a store up
there,” she said, and the board will
ask for more information.

Building inspector Phil Delo-

rey came in and said that a woman
wants to replace a worn-out mobile
home with a newer one. Delorey
said his department’s current fee
structure would cost her the same
as new construction, $1,200, and
said he thought that was too high.
Board members agreed that he
could lower it.

Selectboard member Jeoffrey
Pooser said that Deer Path nature
school, his neighbor, had looked at
the essays that Wendell got as ap-
plications for the Mass Audubon
Wildwood camp, and although they
cannot find a way to fit each writer
in, selected Maddy Bodine to work
a week there this summer, and that
they are very open to do-
ing more next summer.

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Hope Springs Anew at IP Parcel

By KATIE NOLAN

Erving selectboard chair Jacob
Smith told the board on Monday that
Franklin Regional Council of Gov-
ernments (FRCOG) is again discuss-
ing the town’s International Paper
property with Sisson Engineering
of Northfield, with the potential for
Sisson to build at the property after
the town has demolished some of the
current buildings.

Sisson, which supplies complex
machined parts, has been looking
for a location to expand in Franklin
County. In October 2015, president
and CEO Cody Sisson toured the IP
property with selectboard members
and FRCOG staff.

After that tour, selectboard mem-
ber William Bembury reported that
Sisson felt that the property was too
large and that the condition of some
of the unmaintained buildings was a
negative.

In a report to the town in No-
vember 2015, the town’s consultant,
Tighe & Bond, indicated that pre-
demolition asbestos abatement and
consulting during abatement for the
IP buildings would cost approxi-
mately $200,000, and that proper-
ty-wide management of hazardous
materials, such as lead, would cost
approximately $48,000.

In February 2016, Tighe & Bond
presented the International Paper
Mill Feasibility Study, assessing the
current condition of the property and
providing four scenarios for enhanc-
ing the site’s development potential.
Depending on the number of build-
ings to be demolished, the estimated
costs ranged from $13 to $49 mil-
lion.

“It’s not a simple question,”
Smith remarked. “There’s a lot of
money in the demolition options.”

Selectboard member Scott Basta-
rache said he felt the board should
“entertain further discussion” of the
costs of partial or total razing of the
IP buildings, and decide whether “the

return on investment is worth it.” As-
sistant assessor Jacqueline Boyden
commented that the 40-acre property
can be subdivided. “There’s a cre-
ative way to come out with some-
thing that would work,” she said.

The board decided to continue to
review the costs, and discuss the best
way to develop the property.

Library Issues

Boyden, as IT coordinator, asked
the selectboard to meet with librar-
ian Barbara Friedman and the library
trustees to discuss whether the Erv-
ing Library is following the town’s
IT protocols. She said there was
“blatant disregard from the librar-
ian” regarding those protocols.

Boyden said that the town had es-
tablished a policy for buying comput-
ers for town departments as a group,
and had decided to use Windows 7
as the operating system for town
computers rather than Windows 10,
which had caused problems for some
town computers. Boyden told the
board that the library had purchased
a computer outside of the group-buy-
ing scheme, and had not communi-
cated with her as IT coordinator.

According to selectboard chair
Jacob Smith, who is also the town’s
computer consultant, one of the com-
puters at the library had Windows 10
installed, apparently by a library pa-
tron.

The board agreed to contact the li-
brary trustees and suggest a meeting
either June 20 or June 27.

Smith said the board should dis-
cuss the library’s posted summer
hours with Friedman. He said that
it appeared that the library assistant
might be scheduled for more than 19
hours per week during the summer.

At the May annual town meet-
ing, voters defeated a motion to in-
crease the assistant’s hours to more
than 19.5 per week, the time beyond
which an employee is eligible for in-
surance and other benefits.

Smith said he would check with

the treasurer to find out whether the
assistant could work more than 19.5
hours per week for a limited number
of weeks without becoming eligible
for benefits. He said he didn’t want
the town “legally bound to do some-
thing voted down at town meeting.”

Fire and Police

Fire chief Philip Wonkka told
the board that he had received three
bids for a fire department trailer, to
be used as a mobile command cen-
ter and also to house the Gator utility
vehicle. The low bid, $11,300 from
Vassar Complete Auto Service of
Greenfield, was accepted.

Wonkka said that, because of the
Gator’s height, the trailer would be
custom-built.

The board signed an agreement
with the state Executive Office of
Public Safety for a grant to fund ad-
ditional body cameras for Erving po-
lice officers.

Debra Smith asked if the animal
control officer would have a body
camera. “I strongly object if he has a
Taser without a body cam,” she said.
Bastarache said he would contact
police chief Chris Blair and ask him
to provide information at the next
department head meeting.

Other Business

Administrative coordinator Bryan
Smith, on his first day on the job,
was appointed the Green Commu-
nities contact person. Asked before
the selectboard meeting how his first
day went, he smiled and said, “It was
interesting.”

The board decided to ask the de-
partment heads to discuss develop-
ing the town’s social media protocols
at the next department head meeting,
and asked administrative coordinator
Smith to research social media pro-
tocols for other towns.

The board reviewed 22 draft ar-
ticles for the June 28 special town
meeting. The board plans to close the
warrant at its June 13 meeting.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
(formerly Jan’s Package Store)
Come check us out!

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730
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Fourth Street’s American House, long after its days as a hotel and shortly before its conversion to affordable housing in the 1980s.

BUILDINGS from page Al

Town, including Zapmia Pizza, the
Cucumber Grocery, and the Noble
Feast.

Many of the businesses that got
their start in Turners during the com-
mune days have survived and thrived
in the decades since. Not just Re-
naissance Builders, but Renaissance
Excavators, Renaissance Greeting
Cards and Renaissance Painters,
along with Silver Screen Designs,
a t-shirt company now based in
Greenfield, all had their roots in, and
perhaps benefited early on from, the
group energy and idealism in the Re-
naissance Community.

Greenwald took a few minutes out
of his busy schedule — his company
is now in demand as one of the pre-
mier builders up and down the Valley
— to relax on the porch of the Ren-
dezvous with Joe Parzych and me
a few weeks ago, and to reminisce
about the old days, and the progress
the town has made since.

Trial and Error

Greenwald said he once wanted
to study to be an engineer, but got
kicked out of high school at 16,
“took a left turn,” and “went to
Woodstock instead.”

He wound up in Warwick in ‘72
when his family moved north from
Miami, became familiar with the
Community of the Spirit before the
group changed their name to the Re-
naissance Community, and moved to
Turners two years later.

Parzych asked if Greenwald had
ever gone back to school to study en-
gineering as he had planned, or how
he came to be the man in charge of
complex renovations, like turning
the three-story Turners Falls Pizza
House into a two-story building,
with all the detailed brickwork of the
original cornice transposed, after a
devastating fire in 1999.

He also oversaw the installation
of a new roof on Building #9 at the
Strathmore Mill after arson destroyed
the adjacent mill building in 2007.
Anyone who stood on the other side
of the canal and watched the prog-

ress of that job, and the Spiderman
skill of the workers who dared to do
it, were impressed with the technical
skill involved in staging it.

But Greenwald said he simply
learned the ropes by doing — “by trial
and error, and paying attention to
what | took apart.”

“You can’t convince me you
haven’t had some technical train-
ing,” Parzych persisted.

“It’s just been trial by fire,” Green-
wald replied.

What he took apart and rebuilt at
the Hibernian Hall — forty-five feet
off the pavement — included mea-
suring, removing and replacing the
old wooden cornices on the Avenue
A and Fourth Street sides, and care-
fully reproducing the 75 corbels that
support the new cornices.

The original central arch sur-
rounding the insignia on the Avenue
Aside has also been faithfully repro-
duced, so passershy can still plainly
read that the building was built in
1888 by Division #1 of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians.

Mutual Aid

David Brule of Millers Falls ex-
plained that the Irish, like many an-
other immigrant group before and
after, faced severe discrimination
in America. They banded together
under a fraternal order for protec-
tion, mutual aid, and camaraderie
as they worked as laborers to help
build the mills and power canal in
Turners Falls.

Like the Polish, who, coming
from two distinct geographic areas
of Poland, formed not one but two
social clubs in Turners, the Germans,
who hung out at the Herman Hall,
and the French, on the front porch of
whose original social club, the Ren-
dezvous, Parzych and | were sitting
with Greenwald just weeks ago, the
Irish congregated at the bar of Hiber-
nian Hall, or played basketball in the
gymnasium on the third floor.

Town meetings, dances with
dance hall bands, boxing matches
and other events were held at the
Hibernian, under the watchful eye of

the club’s manager, who back in the
day was called Bainisteoir Shea.
“Shea kept a careful eye on ev-
erything that happened in town,” re-
called Brule, and made sure the Irish
were always in the thick of things.
The Hibernian housed numerous
restaurants on the main floor, and, at
various times, Fournier’s drug store
and soda fountain, a bakery, a shoe
store, and a pool hall entered from a
back door on Fourth Street. The old
shamrock motif is still plainly vis-
ible along the facade, symbols of the
building’s proud Irish heritage.
Scott Allen, of Northfield,
chipped away the four courses of
brick at the roofline to allow Re-
naissance Builders to install and
anchor 4” x 10” beams, to firmly
attach the new cornices. The old
woodwork had lost its integrity
when the roof system’s gutter had
worn, allowing water to rot out the
original woodwork.
Now, anew roofand gutter system
have been installed, and the painters
from Russo Brothers in Manchester,

CT have given everything a fresh,
protective coat of paint.

Power Town

Parzych said Alvah Crocker was
the visionary who helped found the
industrial village of Turners Falls,
shortly after the Civil War, and
who also profited handsomely from
its construction, largely financed
through Crocker’s own banks:

“Crocker’s Turners Falls Compa-
ny promoted the sale of building lots
for mills or homes which Crocker’s
banks financed. Though it was a very
cozy arrangement, it was largely re-
sponsible for the rapid development
of Turners Falls, which would not
have been possible otherwise.

“Though growth was rapid, it
was planned and orderly. Not at all a
shanty town, all of the Turners Falls
buildings along Avenue A—including
the Hibernian Hall and the American
House — were of brick, supplied by
three local brick yards in Montague
City; the Burnham Brothers Brick
Yard, the New England Brick Yard
and the Thomas Brothers Brick Yard
located where the Thomas Memorial
Golf Course is now.

“During its heyday, the down-
town district revolved around trade
generated by workers in the silk
mill, cotton mill, Turners Falls Pa-
per Mill, Esleek Paper Mill (now
Southworth — the sole surviving
mill), Keith Paper Mill, the Cut-
lery, and the Romper Factory which
stood where the United ARC offices
are located today, next to the Green-
field Savings Bank.

“Payday was on Friday,” Parzych
recalled. “Saturday evening the town
teemed with shoppers generating the
festive atmosphere of a county fair.”

Greenwald recalled that when he
first got to town in the early “70s, the
foot traffic and cars heading up and
down Third Street to the factories
was so thick you couldn’t get across
Avenue A at the main intersection
until shift change was over.

“This bar was full at 7 in the
morning,” added Greenwald, like
all the local watering holes that once
vied to keep up with the thirst of the

night shift crews getting off work.

Among those watering holes
was the bar at the American House,
which was notorious for its rough-
and-tumble atmosphere since the
days of the logging drives.

“Parents used to lock up their
daughters,” said local historian Sue
SanSoucie, when the loggers came
to town. But rumor has it they could
find just about whatever they were
looking for at the American House.

“Turners Falls had social clubs
and churches for most of the ethnic
groups, in addition to a plethora of
places that catered to anyone with
the price of a drink,” Parzych ex-
plained. “The all-encompassing
American House ran non-discrimi-
natory auditions for a time, attract-
ing amateur strippers whose only
requirement for an audition was to
be drunk enough to get up on stage
for a tryout before the enthusiastic,
largely male audience.”

A Many-Storied Building

Stripping was also part of the job
Greenwald’s crew undertook on the
American House porch. But in this
case it involved decades of lead
paint, stripped and carefully bagged
in plastic for disposal, from the eight
huge columns out front.

Built in 1896, the American
House was also a hotel, with a small
bowling alley on the lefthand side.

Sue SanSoucie remembers living
on the same block as a child.

“The American House was a
pretty raucous saloon and restau-
rant,” she remembered. “It used to
get pretty rowdy. The guys would
get drunk, and there’d be lots of fist
fights. I used to always be afraid to
walk by there. All you could smell
was beer, and all you could hear
were guys cursing. The doors were
always open.”

One popular tale holds that world
heavyweight champ John L. Sul-
livan showed up at the American
House one day, got a snootful, and
challenged the local clientele: “I can
lick any man in the house!”

A log driver drinking at the bar

see BUILDINGS next page

CARNEGIE LIBRARY DIGITAL COLLECTION

The interior of the American House, as photographed before its 1980s renovation.
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took up the challenge, hauled off
and knocked the champ out cold.
His friend said, “Do you know who
you knocked out? John L. Sulli-
van!” As recounted in the Historical
Walking Tour of Turners Falls Vil-
lage, available at the Carnegie Lib-
rary, the logger said, “Let’s get out
of here before he wakes up!”

An old photo in that guidebook
shows the American House with a
one-story porch. There’s no telling
when the second story was added.
Greenwald said some of the main
columns had been replaced over the
years, but the ones made out of red
pine, an extremely durable wood,
unavailable now, were probably
original to the first construction.

“We first photographed the build-
ing from every angle,” said Green-
wald. “We blew up two of those
photos to 24” by 36”. We measured
the porch, wrote down all the mea-
surements, the spacing, the heights,
the distance between columns. Then
we took it apart, wrapped it in plas-
tic, and measured all the pieces indi-
vidually. Almost all the new parts are
identical to the original parts.”

With the permission of the his-
torical commission, a few new
pieces were manufactured. Green-
wald said the capitals and bases of
the columns were reproduced at
Josef’s Art Woodturning and Son
in Hempstead, NY.

The columns are hollow, and sit
up from the porch floor on 3/8"-
inch spacers to allow air to circu-
late inside, and prevent them from
rotting out again.

And, not visible to the eye but vi-
tal to the porch’s structural stability

CARNEGIE LIBRARY DIGITAL COLLECTION

The Hibernian Hall, also circa the late 1970s or early 1980s.

for the next century or so, the interior
of the columns are now centered on
pressure treated 8 x 8” posts, which
are doing the real work of holding up
the second floor.

Dormant Periods, and Heydays

The logging drives, the heyday
of the mills, the hundreds of com-
munards in tie-dye and bellbottoms:
they’ve all come and gone, and left
their mark on the downtown.

Parzych and Greenwald swapped
stories of the 1970s while the bar-
tender tried, with no success, to serve
another round.

“The town went through a really
dormant period,” recalled Green-
wald, who moved to Gill with the
last stalwart holdouts of the Renais-
sance Community, who chose to get
back to the land after the tumult of
the downtown bars, biker gangs and

rock star tours of the late ‘70s.

The Noble Feast, with its color-
ful stalactite interior, is long gone,
though its chef, Alan Harris, still car-
ries on the name in a successful ca-
tering business based in Shelburne.

“All the stores downtown...
Most of them were shuttered.
There was not much happening
here,” said Greenwald, recalling
the late “70s, early ‘80s. “There’s a
resurgence now, partly due to gen-
erational change, younger people
moving here, and partly due to the
resurgence of the economy.”

Greenwald said the area is crying
out now for specific types of skilled
labor, such as machinists.

Machinists — they used to be a
dime a dozen around here, when the
mills were going full steam.

After Greenwald left to get back
to work, Parzych relayed a few more

stories from the old days.

“During WWII, the labor short-
age provided abundant employment
for young and old, the sick, the lame,
even the blind. The blind man was
not completely blind but nearly so
when drunk. On payday, he would
often turn up at the payroll window
so drunk he’d tumble down two
flights of stairs on the walkway over
the canal before lurching up to the
payroll window for his check.

“One day, the woman handing out
the payroll hesitated to give him his
check, but was required to do so by
her superior in order to avoid a scene.
In her haste, she gave the blind man
someone else’s check. The blind man
was too far gone to read his name,
but the teller at the Crocker Savings
Bank, in a hurry to get him out of the
bank, cashed the check anyway.

“It wasn’t difficult to straighten

out, since the Keith was a union shop
where both men and women were all
paid the same rate, regardless of se-
niority, sobriety or type of work. The
various characters employed at the
tolerant Keith Paper Company made
it an interesting place to work.”

Parzych looked back over a lot of
years from his perch on the Rendez-
vous front porch. Noise complaints
have troubled the Avenue lately, but
nothing like in days of yore.

“The empty lot next to Hubie’s
on Avenue A was once the site of a
barber shop,” said Parzych. “Robert
Sabato, a dentist who happened to be
sitting in the barber’s chair, one day
took a ride to the middle of Avenue
A, still sitting in the chair, when the
building blew up. “Accumulating
high pressure natural gas, which had
leaked from porous joints, followed
the trench of the ancient low pres-
sure pipes into the building, and ig-
nited with a resounding blast.”

The Ancient Order

Buildings come and go. So do
local characters. But the careful re-
construction overseen by Stephen
Greenwald, natural born architectur-
al engineer, will stand as proud tes-
timony to the enduring quality that
first put Power Town on the map in
the 1870s, and still runs through her
streets and veins today.

Thanks to Renaissance Build-
ers, the architectural heritage of
the Ancient Order of the Hiberni-
ans and the American House will
be appreciated by denizens of the
downtown for years to come, down
through the decades.

I’1l drink to that.

PLAYOFFS from page A1

of the first.

“We had bases loaded, but could
only put one run across,” skipper
Scott D. Minckler lamented after
the game.

When Turners was leading 1-0,
few Blue fans were there to cheer
them on. Many could not find the
game. Folks were driving all over
downtown Ware, communicating
on cellphones, trying to find the
field — which was hidden behind
a bank parking lot, with no signs
whatsoever.

The Blue Tribe trickled in un-
til the fifth and even sixth innings.
Lennie Fritz was one of the first to
arrive, only because a police officer
actually escorted him to the field.
One Turners alumnus, 2012 Hall of
Fame inductee Artie Burke, did ar-
rive on time — but he had to: he was
the home plate Ump.

Ware took a 4-1 lead in the sec-
ond, when they hit a base-loaded
triple. But Blue was not deterred.
With the support of their ever-ex-
panding fan base, Turners kept
Ware off the scoreboard for three
straight innings, keeping the deficit
at 3 runs.

Then in the sixth, Ware had
a three-run rally, and eliminated
Turners 7-1.

“A few players stood out this
year,” said head coach Minckler,
looking back on his inaugural sea-
son. “Tionne Brown proved to be
our best hitter, with a batting aver-
age of .361, and he really grew into
a leader on this team. And Quinn
Doyle was our pitching workhorse
throwing 61 innings this year. His
bat was a pleasant surprise as he
batted over .300.

“The seniors that stood out were
Jalen Sanders and Tanner Jones. We
expected a lot out of Jalen, and he

produced. He did very well defen-
sively and he was our third and final
player to bat over the .300 mark.

“Tanner was just a leader. He
would do whatever was asked of
him and not complain about it. He
had a hard job as our primary catch-
er and he did it well for us.”

Looking forward, Skipper said,
“I expect big things from this team
next year. We are losing seven se-
niors — four of which were everyday
starters. But we also have a young
team, with a great deal of experi-
ence. My top three pitchers [Doyle,
Josh Obuchowski, and Tyler Lavin]
will be back, ready to go...

“Also, five JV players played in
a varsity game or more this season,
so we will be young, but will have
good varsity game experience. [ will
also be more experienced, and even
more prepared to give everything [
have to this team.”

Tennis

In their third match this season,
last Saturday, the Turners Falls Ten-
nis Indians lost to the Green Wave.
And again, the score was 3-2. (So
much for coach Bob Walsh’s ad-
age.)

But the mood on the courts was
congenial. Both coaches, Steve
Touloumtzis of Turners and Ricky
Miner of Greenfield, gave advice
and offered encouragement to both
sides. As you may know, Ricky is
a TFHS alumni, and was a star re-
ceiver back in the “70s.

In Saturday’s match, Ricky
Craver continued his dominance
over Green Wave players (3-0 this
year) by winning his match, 2 sets
to 1. Jimmy Vaughn dropped his
singles match 3-6, 6-1, 1-6, and
Avery Palmer, who is transferring
to Northfield Mount Hermon next
year, lost his in straight sets.

In doubles action, Mason White-
man and Brian Porier dropped their
match, 5 games to 7 and 2 to 6.

The second doubles match was
the most entertaining of the after-
noon. Nick Moran and Jovanni
Ruggiano kept playing tie-break-
ers while both teams watched and
cheered. Nick and Jovanni eventu-
ally won in straight sets, 7 (7) to 6
(5)and 13 to 11.

And of course, when all was said
and done both teams shook hands
and wished each other good luck in
the future.

Softball
Turners Falls 2 — Pioneer 1.

To paraphrase Muhammed Alj,
“When you can whip any man in the
world, you never know peace.”

I think that fits here. The state
champion Turners Falls Softball In-
dians have a big bull’s eye on their
backs, and have become the team
to beat. Even last year, respective
newspapers reported that the East-
ern and Central Mass playoff teams
were well aware of the Blue Ladies’
prowess and were gearing up for a
very tough game.

The Pioneer Panthers, who had
been outscored by Powertown 22-0
in the regular season, knew they had
to play the best game they could to
upend the mighty Indians. And they
did play extremely well.

Through superb pitching and
wonderful fielding, the Panthers
limited Turners to just 2 runs on 6
hits. And after a throwing error got
a Panther to second base in the sev-
enth inning, an ensuing double put
the score at 2-1.

But although Pioneer kept the In-
dians’ bats quiet, they had no answer
for ace pitcher Mackenzie Phillips,
who nailed the door shut at 2-1 with
three consecutive strikeouts.

DAVID HOITT PHOTO

Catcher Gablby Arzuaga (left) and pitcher Mackenzie Phillips (right) meet at
the mound during the seventh inning following a run scored by Pioneer, a runner on
second, and no onts. Phillips struck out the next three batters, sealing the 2-1 victory.

Mac was so hot in the circle that
she scorched 16 strikeouts in total,
leaving only five outs for the rest of
the team to make. Phillips allowed
just two hits and a walk in the vic-
tory.

The Tribe’s six hits were spread
among six batters: Hailey Whipple,
Melissa Hersey, Gabby Arzuaga,
Cassidhi Wozniak, Alyson Murphy,
and Phillips herself. Phillips and
Arzuaga had the RBIs, and Woz-
niak scored both runs.

Jenna Putala, who was sidelined
with a previous injury, was replaced
at second by seventh grader Olivia
Whittier. Putala was cleared to play
and drew a walk in the sixth inning

as a pinch hitter.

So the Turners Falls Lady Indi-
ans won a very close, hard-fought
game. They next play Mount Ever-
ett on Thursday, June 9 at UMass-
Ambherst.

And although Turners may have
defeated the Gold Eagles 11-1 back
in April, rest assured that Mount
Everett will try their best to upend
the mighty Indians. After all, last
season the Blue Ladies “whipped”
all the other teams in the Division,
and now they are the team to beat.

Next week:
Western Mass finals!

French Ring
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informed by the owner of the
pasture that one of his cows was
“down... for an unknown reason,”
according to a report by Hastings.

Peila then “walked into the pas-
ture to check on the cow, which
was not due to have its calf for
another 3 weeks, when he was
confronted with 15-20... what he
believed to be ‘coy dogs’. As the
animals ‘bared’ their teeth to him,
he chose to move quickly from the
field area and get help.”

He got the help of Hastings, who
happened to be nearby in his police
cruiser. Hastings “retrieved a shot-
gun” and then headed for the field
with Peila. While the chief was re-
trieving the gun, Peila “observed
some of the dogs dragging a calf
into the woods.”

When the pair arrived at the pas-
ture, they found the cow dead “with
her head [in] a bush and her legs
folded up under her.” There was a
trail of blood “where it appeared
that the calf was dragged that Mr.
Peila had observed.” The two men
found portions of what they be-
lieved was another calf in the field.

Hastings estimated that this gory
incident cost Peila $2,400 in lost
property. The status of the calves,
which had not been born the last
time Peila checked, and of the cow
was a matter of speculation.

Attempts to contact Mr. Peila
were unsuccessful as of press time,
but Hastings said Peila told him
that it was possible the cow died in
childbirth, or died from a heart at-
tack after being chased by the “coy-
dogs.” Hastings stated that the po-
lice would continue to monitor the
pasture, and that he had informed
state environmental police of the
incident.

“The debate of Coy Dogs vs.
Coyotes is on-going via social
media.”

It certainly is. The initial attack
was reported on the Gill, Mas-
sachusetts Police Department’s
page on Facebook as the work of
“coy dogs.” This elicited a quick

response from a number of post-
ers. “We don’t have ‘coydogs.’
We have eastern coyotes, which
are a mix of coyote and grey wolf
DNA,” posted Charles Ricko. He
said that it was quite common for
them to attack calves and other an-
imals in the spring when they have
young pups to feed: “They become
more bold when liberals ban trap-
ping and limit hunting.”

“Thanks to those who pointed
out that they are coyotes and not
coydogs,” responded Melanie La-
mere. Lamere then criticized “lib-
erals” for a state ban on foothold
traps: “So the next time your cat, or
calf, goes missing, call a represen-
tative to reinstate foothold traps, the
most humane way to catch a coyote
when they are in residential areas.”

In later posts Lamere argued
that current foothold traps “are not
the traps of the past that everyone
sees horrible pictures of. They are
padded or offset and more selective
than the cage traps and cause less
stress in the animal.”

Others were not so sure. Na-
than Caron, for example, thinks
the animals are coy dogs who are
bigger than coyotes and travel in
larger packs. “The biggest issue
with [coydogs] is that people don’t
know they exist,” he argued.

“Foothold traps are BARBAR-
IC are you kidding me?” posted
Rina A Bee. She stated that they
were “punishing wildlife for just
trying to live.”

The suggestion that liberals
were partially responsible for the
Gill cow attacks caused the conver-
sation to develop into a culture war.
“Are you actually implying that
wild animals watch Fox News?”
posted Josh DeGrenier.

“So before you start calling me
a racist, Trump supporter, put down
your Vente Latte, and do a bit of re-
search,” responded Ricko.

Good data on the impact of the
leghold trap ban on the coyote or
coydog population is hard to find.
The Massachusetts legislature
banned steel-jawed leghold traps

in 1995. The ban was extended to
padded traps in 1997 as a result of a
successful ballot initiative that was
codified into state law.

Most of the attention concerning
the impact of the ban has focused
on the increase in beaver popula-
tions during the few years after the
ban went into effect. One estimate
holds that the beaver population in
the state increased from 20,000 to
70,000 in the three years after the
ban.

Concerning the genetics of the
animals, a peer reviewed 2010
study published in Northeastern
Naturalist (v 17:2) found that 67
coyotes (Canis latrans) found in
Massachusetts carried “mitochron-
drial haplotypes from both Western
Coyotes and Eastern Wolves, con-
sistent with their hybrid origin from
these two species. There was no
evidence of either C. lupus famil-
iaris (domestic dog) or Gray Wolf
mitochondrial DNA in the animals.
These results indicate that the East-
ern Coyote should more appropri-
ately be termed Coywolf to reflect
their hybrid origin.”

Jonathan Way, one of the au-
thors of the study and one of the
most aggressive proponents of the
“coywolf” theory, argues that the
animal’s behavior is “as one might
predict from a 30-40 pound canid”.

That is, larger than a western
coyote, with a wolf-like appear-
ance: “it has a larger home range
than most western coyotes... travels
long distances daily (10-15 miles),
it eats a variety of foods including
deer but focuses on medium-sized
prey including rabbits and voles,
and it is very social (when not killed
by people), often living in families
of three to five members.”

But a pack of 15 to 20 such ani-
mals killing a cow and its calves?
Clearly the jury is still out on this
week’s incident in Gill and, as
Chief Hastings suggested, none of
this helps Mr. Peila recoup his in-
come, or recover his cows.

D
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By NINA ROSSI

TURNERS FALLS - Rock
Dam is a beautiful and slightly
hidden spot on the river, accessed
by a short walk through the Cabot
Woods off Migratory Way, and for
several years in the 1990s | trusted
it as a place where my little boys
could wade, despite a drop off and
swift current that occurs surpris-
ingly close to the shore.

After two fourteen-year-old
boys, Winter Clark and Chris Gal-
lagher, got caught in an eddy and
drowned in July of 1998, we didn’t
enter the waters there again.

There were other pleasures for
young boys at the dam. A steep de-
scent down the bank on a natural
staircase of roots and dirt yields
out onto a shore of rocks and riv-
er-worn hunks of brick from fac-
tories upstream, perfect materials
for their building projects. They
were drawn to the strange red wa-
ter seeping in a slow stream from
the bank, and lived to pile sticks
and stones to divert its flow: busy,
silent, dirty, working and thinking
with their hands.

Red shale broke into flat chips,
perfect for skipping across the river.
As we gazed across the water, rafts
and river trips to the nearby island
were fantasized, a solitary and self-
sufficient river rat existence beck-
oned each of us according to our
private wishes for escape.

Many a Bone to Pick

ROSSI PHOTOS

Brian Carroll of Northfield enjoys catch and release shad fishing at Rock Danm.

We found so many boot and shoe
soles among the rocks there that
we named it “Sole Beach.” Some-
one once told me that these might
have been from the practice of kids
throwing their worn-out shoes off
the bridge to celebrate the end of a
summer spent working in the fields
picking cucumbers.

It never occurred to me to take
the boys fishing there, although I
knew it was a popular spot. Com-
pared to the engineering projects
they were doing, it didn’t appeal
too much, and according to the di-
vision of labor and childcare in our
household, it wasn’t my area of ex-
pertise, so it wasn’t on my list.

Fast forward twenty years.
Somehow, shad fishing at Rock
Dam finally ended up on my list of
things to do. Maybe because to not
go shad fishing would be like never

Towo shad in my sink, ready for filleting.

getting breakfast at the Shady Glen,
or never stopping at the town dump
on Sandy Lane: I’d be missing out
on a tradition.

Also, | don’t pay enough atten-
tion to the river and what happens
on it. For me itis just there, opening
up my sense of sky and stretching
this space around me, its turbulence
murmuring and sometimes roaring
an ancient story of transformation,
change, and power.

The air is never stale here, but
if you get antsy anyway, there
are plenty bridges and dams to
cross to different shores. The
many bridges make a definitive
boundary between here from there
strengthening our sense of place in
several directions.

Our bridges have as much per-
sonality as the towns themselves,
being strangely divided and invis-
ibly flawed to the north, hump-
backed and truck-clogged and
oddly named to the west, and to our
south, dangerously falling apart
and named after a Spanish-Ameri-
can war commander few have ever
heard about (unless they’ve been
reading our “Turners Falls Goes to
War” column).

I found a fisherman, Brian
Carroll of Northfield, through a
mutual friend; he was happy to go
down to Rock Dam to fish for shad
with me tagging along. We met at
the pull-off on Migratory Way last
week for a few hours of fishing.

Seems like shad fishing requires
little gear: he had his pole and a
light jacket he carried in one hand.
No bucket for the fish, since he

see SHAD page B4

Greenfield’s Full Disclosure Festival
Makes Atrtistic Collaborations Central

By REPORTER STAFF

GREENFIELD - For five years
now, Eggtooth Productions has
produced a yearly performance art
festival in Greenfield that seeks to
connect people with alternative sites
within the downtown. Places such as
the mothballed hotel rooms on the
top floors of Wilson’s Department
store, or the abandoned and spectac-
ularly deteriorated lobby of the First
National Bank on Bank Row.

This five-year experiment in “cre-
ative space-making” by Eggtooth is
spearheaded by Linda Mclnerney.
Mclnerney has worked profession-
ally in the theater for over thirty
years as an actor, director, teacher,
producer, and artistic director.

This weekend will see a two-day
spread of performances for audi-
ences to choose from in downtown
Greenfield during the 2016 Full
Disclosure Festival on June 10 and
11. The line-up of performances

repeats each night, and tickets are
good for both nights.

The theme is Against the Current:
Human Impact Upon Place.

To this end, Mclnerney has con-
nected climatologists, anthropolo-
gists, and historians with artists
“to find new ways to express what
we know and what we don’t know
about the state of our earth past,
present, and future...we allow the
Artist to translate the academic lan-
guage of Science and History into a
populist language of Art.”

Artists and researchers were
paired months ago on a “blind date”
at a Greenfield pub. The idea was for
the researcher to share their work
with an artist, who would then inter-
pret it creatively for the festival. This
weekend, those artists at different lo-
cations downtown will present their
work, some in the form of site spe-
cific installations and performances.

Terry Jenoure, artist and violin-
ist, met with Don Conlon, apiolo-
gist. “One day, after my discussion
with Don about honey bees, his
professional path, his interest in

see FESTIVAL page B2
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Local Connections
to a Big Dreamer:

The Legacy of Theodore Judah

NINA ROSS] PHOTO

Theodore Judah’s grave marker at the Federal Street Cemetery.
Someone bas placed a small locomotive engine on his headstone.

By JEFFREY WEBSTER

FRANKLIN COUNTY - Sev-
eral years ago, my wife and | were
living in Sacramento, California,
home of the NBA’s hapless Sacra-
mento Kings. Sacramento’s histori-
cal claims to fame are many.

It boomed due to the nearby dis-
covery of gold in 1848, sparking
an influx of fortune seekers, called
‘49ers, to California. It is the capi-
tal of the most diverse state in the
union, in terms of geography, demo-
graphics, and industries, from agri-
culture to zippers — Google it.

It’s where Pony Express riders
concluded their relay race from St.
Joseph, Missouri. And, most impor-
tantly for this article, Sacramento
was the western terminus of the
transcontinental railroad.

When some friends visited from
Greenfield, we took them to the ex-
cellent State Railroad Museum in
Old Town. The introductory film
spoke of Theodore Judah, and our
docent also brought up the name.

Our friend, a history buff, said,
“He’s buried in Greenfield, you
know.”

No, I didn’t. The otherwise knowl-
edgeable docent didn’t, either.

Theodore Dehone Judah was
a pivotal figure in building the
transcontinental railroad, and itturns
out he and his wife, Anna Pierce
(whom he married at Greenfield’s
St. James Episcopal Church), are
buried in Greenfield’s Federal Street
Cemetery.

It further turns out that my
wife’s family owns an adjacent

see JUDAH page B6

WEST ALONG

THE RIVER:

QUIET REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW SEASON

By DAVID BRULE

ERVINGSIDE - It’s been one
of those months in late spring where
it seems not much is really happen-
ing, then everything happens all at
once. It was quiet along the river,
after the late winter birds who spent
the season with us, left amid high
spirits, courting songs and lively
chases through the branches.

They’re off raising families in
the Far North now. The yard seems
quieter without them, but the woods
just beyond ring with summer war-
blers: the redstart, black and white,
yellow, and chestnut sided. As |
have for years, | keep track of this
transition in an old notebook:

May 11. The wood thrush arrived
in the night, and now spends the
morning filling the pale-tinged trees
with song, between the yard and
the river. He’s singing like there’s
no tomorrow, the endless summer
coming now just around the corner.

The thrush has been absent from
our woods for two years, and is in
decline all over New England. We

thought maybe we had heard his vir-
tuoso performance for the last time
back in 2014. But he’s here now, and
with a mate, so we’ll have at least
one more season of early morning
and late evening song, all harmonies,
double-stops, crescendos.

May 12. There’s a sense of a
small wilderness that exists just
beyond the privet hedge and the
bower of great-grandfather’s lilacs
planted one hundred and forty years
ago. The season of the wild is com-
ing back, the green wall of foliage
and woodland is deepening, getting
impenetrable. My own piece of the

see WEST ALONG page B6

LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES
Northern Parula Warbler —
Setophaga americana
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Pet % Week

Meet Link, he’s a pretty sweet
boy once he settles into his new en-
vironment.

Link came to us from a local an-
imal control, so not much is known
about this handsome boy.

From what we’ve secen he is
pretty mellow and enjoys lounging

around in the sunshine.

Once he settles in we feel that
he will make the perfect addition to
any household.

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898
or at info@dpvhs.org.

“IINK”

Senior Center Activities
JUNE 13 to 17

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Monday through Friday
from9a.m.to 2 p.m.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made
one day in advance by 11 a.m.

All fitness classes are support-
ed by a grant from the Executive
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary
donations are accepted. Council
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot-
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su-
prenant. For more information, to
make meal reservations, or to sign
up for programs call 863-9357.
Messages can be left on our ma-
chine when the Center is closed.
Tues, Wed & Thurs Noon Lunch
M, W, F 10:10 a.m. Aerobics;
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Monday 6/13
8 a.m. Foot Clinic Appointments
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 6/14
9:30 a.m. Mat Yoga (fee)

10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga

1 p.m. Wildflowers w/ John Root
Wednesday 6/15

9 a.m. Veterans’ Outreach

12:45 p.m. Bingo

Thursday 6/16

9 a.m. Tai Chi

1 p.m. Cards & Games

Friday 6/17

1 p.m. Writing Group

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Erving, is open Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is
reservations

at 11:30 a.m., with
required 24 hours
in advance. Call the Mealsite
Manager at 423-3308 for meal
information and reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-
ters, Senior Center Director, at
(413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping, or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities,
schedule a ride, or find out about
the next blood pressure clinic.
Monday 6/13
9 a.m. Tai Chi
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & Muscles
Tuesday 6/14
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
9:30 a.m. COA Meeting
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance
11:30 a.m. Homemade Lunch
12:30 p.m. Crafty Seniors
Wednesday 6/15
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Chair Yoga
Noon Bingo, Snacks & Laughs
Thursday 6/16
8:45 a.m. Aerobics (fast moving)
10 a.m. Healthy Bones
12:30 p.m. Creative Coloring
Friday 6/17
9 a.m. Quilting
9:30 Bowling Fun at French King;

Creative Aging Walking Club
11:30 a.m. Out To Lunch
12:30 p.m. Painting Workshop

LEVERETT

For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.
Flexibility and Balance Chair
Yoga — Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first
class free). Senior Lunch — Fri-
days at noon. Call (413) 367-2694
by Wednesday for a reservation.

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

FESTIVAL from page B1

music, and other things, | was
looking at videos of bees,” writes
Jenoure. “I listened to a couple of
hours of bees buzzing, bees making
that  absolutely = mesmerizing
sounds... | wondered if | could
create that sound with a multi-track
violinrecording. I'm fascinated with
the direction I’'m headed. For one
thing, I’m trying to recreate natural
sounds with my violin and voice.
Also 1I’m searching for connections
between bees and humanity that can
work in performance.”

Jenoure presents with Bob
Weiner at Studio Seven, 229 Main
Street at 6:45 p.m.

Artist and writer Sam Wood
described her “date” with historian
David Glassberg as consisting
primarily of her interviewing
him. Shortly before the end of the
evening, Glassberg asked her a
question that she has been haunted
by ever since: “How will you make
hope tangible?”

Wood has been working with
found materials. “In this way, even
the act of building this installation
is the embodiment of uncertainty
and mirrors a bit the adaptation
required in facing climate change.
There is nothing antiseptic about
this — | am using some old materials

that are culled from local industry,
examining them closely and
guessing about their history...While
I am working from ideas that are
universal, it leads me to fall in love
with this place.”

Her installation will be at 170
Main Street.

Other pairings in the downtown
include Amy Johnquest: Greenfield
Cinema Window, 361 Main Street
(Betty Sharpe, historian); John
Bechtold: Studio Seven, 229 Main
St. (Julie Brigham Grette, climato-
logist); Kate Hunter: First National
Bank, Bank Row (Christine
Hatch, climatologist); and Rachael
Katz: Studio Seven Window, 229
Main Street (Elizabeth Chilton,
anthropologist).

A centerpiece of the festival is
Emma Ayres’ new production of The
Water Project, a music theater piece
adapted and inspired by local author
Jane Yolen’s book Letting Swift
River Go, about the expropriation
of towns to create the Quabbin
Reservoir. Mclnerney writes, “Her
work blends the history of the
disincorporation and destruction,
in April 1938, of four towns with
our present conflicts with power,
politics, and natural resources in a
unique view of man’s impact upon
environment.”

The band Mama’s Marmalade
plays during that production, which
takes place on the fourth floor of the
Aurts Block, 8 p.m.

Poetry offerings at the Arts
Block each evening include works
by Paul Richmond, Sam Wood,
Amy Dryansky, Jane Rosenberg,
Trish Crapo, Conolly Ryan, Ayshia,
Mary Clare Powell and selections
from Jane Yolen’s aforementioned
book. Poets will be reading each
other’s work in most cases, rather
than their own.

This is followed by renowned
poet Hildred Crill reading from
her new cycle of poems, Human
Appropriation, as Lori Holmes
Clark and Co. dance.

There will be a sculpture by
Melinda McCreven of Mnemosyne,
with memories of the elders and
the Quabbin in the Wheelhouse
(downstairs at the Art Block).

Lindel Hart is tending a Secret
History Booth at GCTV, 393 Main
Street, where people can sign up
for ten-minute slots to tell a story
of this place, i.e. “Greenfield, or
thereabouts.”

For tickets and other information,
see eggtooth.org. Tickets may also
be purchased at the event at the Arts
Block side entrance.

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS

This Week at MCTV

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN

It’s that time of year again, as
kids start preparing for the end of
the school year and the beginning
of summer. On MCTV you can
check out our latest finished vid-
eos, including the Montague Cen-
ter Memorial Day ceremony from
May 29, the Turners Falls Memo-
rial Day celebration from May
30, and last but not least, the May
13 Coffeehouse at the Great Falls
Discovery Center.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

[My last column was on medical
genealogy. This is a follow-up on
genetic testing.]

Many of the causes of our illness-
es are inherited from our ancestors.
Almost a third of known diseases
have genetic links. These include
colon cancer, heart disease, alcohol-
ism and high blood pressure.

A medical genealogy or medical
family tree can reveal patterns. If you
have prepared a medical genealogy
and found that a disease seems to run
in your family, you might want to
consider genetic testing. This form
of testing can help you plan.

DNA, or deoxyribonucleic acid,
is in the genes you get from your

This Coffeehouse featured
Moonshine Holler, the husband
and wife duo of Paula Bradley
and Bill Dilloff. Having launched
their band in 2001, Bradley and
Dilloff bring us old time south-
ern Appalachian ballads, blues &
breakdowns.

And stay tuned! The next Cof-
feehouse in the series will be this
Friday, June 10, from 7 to 9 p.m.
— that’s at 2 Avenue A in Turners
Falls --and will feature Jim Matus.

You can check out his sounds at
WWW.jimmatus.com.

Something going on you think
others would like to see? Get in
touch to learn how easy it is to use
a camera and capture the moment.
Contact us at (413) 863-9200, in-
fomontaguetv@gmail.com, or
stop by 34 Second Street in Turn-
ers between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday. We’d
love to work with you!

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

More on Your Genes

parents. DNA guides the cells in
your body. If your DNA contains
a mutation, you could develop a
medical condition.

A test can reveal mutations that
raise the risk of developing a dis-
ease. Positive results for certain
diseases can induce people to take
preventive action, such as surgical
removal of endangered organs.

About 900 genetic tests are now
offered by diagnostic laboratories.
The tests cost from less than $100 to
a few thousand dollars. Your health
insurance may not cover testing.

Testing usually requires a blood
sample, but may require hair, skin
or other tissue samples, such as cells
from the inside of your cheek.

Genetic testing should be viewed
as a fallible tool. A positive result
for a mutation doesn’t mean you’ll
get a disease. And a negative result
doesn’t mean you are immune.

Multiple mutations can cause a
disease. Multiple genes can be re-
sponsible for a single disease. There
are gene changes that develop with-
out any link to your ancestors; they
happen because you smoke or get
too much sun or sometimes for no
known reason.

Ifyou decidetotry genetictesting,
remember that what you learn about
yourself could be reassuring, but it
could also be upsetting.

Genetic testing is a subject to dis-
cuss first with your personal physi-
cian. You may be referred to a medi-
cal-genetics specialist, who is trained
to interpret the results of tests.

To find genetics professionals in
your area, contact the National So-
ciety of Genetic Counselors at www.
nsgc.org; GeneTests at www.genet-
ests.org; or the American Society of
Human Genetics at www.ashg.org.

To find more information about
the medical conditions present
in your family and about support
groups, contact the Genetic Alliance
at www.geneticalliance.org.

You may also want to consult
a lawyer to protect your interests.
Results of genetic tests are usually
kept in your medical records.

The Genetic Information Nondis-
crimination Act (GINA) is a federal
law that prohibits discrimination in
health coverage and employment
based on genetic information.

If you would like to ask a question,
write to fred@healthygeezer.com.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!
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June 21-22: Mosaics Workshop at the
Gill-Montague Senior Center

TURNERS FALLS - Do you
have some treasured broken bits of
family china saved in a box some-
where? Bring them to the Mosaics
Workshop at the Gill-Montague
Senior Center and make something
wonderful with them!

The art of making decorative
and functional mosaics out of bits
of china, tile, glass and other mate-
rials is an ancient one that has been
around for thousands of years. In
this introductory workshop, partic-
ipants will learn the basics of this
beautiful art form while creating a
decorative tile or frame that could
well become a family heirloom.

Local artist Edite Cunha will
lead this hands-on workshop, intro-
ducing participants to the design,
technique, materials, tools, process,

Returning to

Roots

By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI

The History Channel did a re-
make of the 1977 TV miniseries
called Roots, which premiered on
Memorial Day. The whole story
of Roots is the oral history of au-
thor Alex Haley’s family, which he
learned as a child.

The first thing I learned about
the remake from seeing the pre-
views, include that the naming
ceremony featured in the origi-
nal series would still be there. I
also learned that the series would
stay true to the original, featuring
the lineage of one family, starting
with Kunta Kinte all the way to his
grown great-grandson Tom.

The original was in 12 parts, but
this one is just a four-part minise-
ries. It shows the period of history
from when Kunta Kinte was sold
into slavery through what happened
to the family after the Civil War.

The character of Fiddler, who
was played by Louis Gossett Jr.,
is featured in the remake, this time
played by Forest Whitaker.

Lawrence Fishburne plays the
man who narrates this story to the
audience as it begins. It is spoken
of that at the time of Kunta Kinte,
they had to deal with slavery in his
homeland. We briefly see him as a
captive. This scene is timed per-
fectly with talk of why this man
was born into this world. Which
is more or less something anyone
would wonder — why? — when in
his position.

Next, we’re treated to the birth
of Kunta Kinte, and shortly af-
ter that, his father performing the
naming ceremony. We then jump
forward to see him a grown man,
undergoing his training to become
a warrior for his tribe.

During a close call with slavers,
Kunta Kinte shows us what kind of

and a bit of history of Mosaics, as
well. Cunha is a writer, artist, edu-
cator, and founder of the Smashing
China Mosaic Studio.

Materials and tools will be pro-
vided, but you may want to bring
some bits of broken pottery, sea
glass, shells, or other tokens that
are special to you, to make your
mosaic really personal.

The workshop will be held on
Tuesday, June 21 from 1 to 4 p.m.
and Wednesday, June 22 from 8 to
10 a.m. Both days are required to
complete a project. The workshop
is limited to 8 participants, so sign
up early!

Sign up at the Gill-Montague
Council on Aging, Fifth Street,
Turners Falls, (413) 863-4500.

TV REVIEW

IMAGE COURTESY THE HISTORY GHANNEL

a warrior he is: one who’s ready to
fight.

Kunta Kinte is shown to be a
brave man when he encounters sla-
vers trying to take him. He attacks
them and steals a horse to get away
from them. That to me shows a
great amount of courage. But if he
had been successful, there would
be no story to tell.

We watch a scene where a num-
ber of slaves are being held in the
cargo bay of a ship, talking to each
other. If you were to give an Emmy
for just one scene in this movie,
this would be the scene. It was in
the original one, and they remade
it very well.

We’re treated, I understand very
accurately, to how things were on a
slave ship. The captives are chained
together like animals, and made to
dance that way. Since the History
Channel made this, if a historian
was watching this, there would have
been nothing to comment about in
terms of how accurately things are
portrayed. I also believe Alex Hal-
ey would not complain about what
filmmakers have created, when it
comes to this remake.

I don’t recall whether or not
there was an attempt to sieze the
ship in the 1977 original. I believe
that the History Channel remake
will certainly show us how well
Kunta Kinte can put his warrior
skills into action.

When he tries to run again, we
are introduced to Fiddler. Fiddler
ends up being put in charge of han-
dling Kunta and showing him how
things are done — basically, show-
ing him how to be a slave.

Fiddler has a challenge on his
hands, to say the least.

As the first chapter ends, he
is still the man who’s holding on
to his name Kunta Kinte, as he is
running toward freedom.

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Fox Shot; Syringe Retrieved; Kittens Escape;
Mattress Dumped; While Male With Mullet Yells

Monday, 5/30

1:37 p.m. Report of a
mangy looking fox in
the area of Dell Street
Way.
Unknown child reportedly
following the fox. Area
search negative.

2:42 p.m. Caller
Wentworth Avenue
ports that a mother and
daughter left an address
in separate vehicles and
were driving at a high rate
of speed; ongoing issue.
Investigated.

3:24 p.m. Report of a fox
that “looks sick” on the
sidewalk in front of Judd
Wire. Officer located ani-
mal in front of Park Villa.
Checked area; lost sight.
3:48 p.m. Officer located
fox in a gully in Spring-
dale Cemetery. Officer
advises 8 shots fired; be-
lieves animal was struck,
but it took off.

4:15 p.m. Officer located
fox in St. Anne’s Cemetery
and it has been put down.
Animal control officer

and Letourneau

from
re-

advised.

Tuesday, 5/31

7:49 a.m. 2 vehicle accident
at 4 way intersection in
front of police station;
no injuries. Both vehicles
towed. One  operator
given verbal warning for
failure to use care in an
intersection.

6:22 p.m. Caller from Rod
Shop Road reports a sus-
picious black vehicle with
a male and female inside
who appear to be “doing
drugs,” possibly mari-
juana. Caller states that
a small child is running
around outside the vehicle;
concerned for child’s well-
being. Vehicle
however, no one around.
Wednesday, 6/1

7:42 a.m. Caller advises

located;

that there are a few sub-
Jjects operating their mo-
torcycles at a high rate of
speed (estimated 70 m.p.h.)
down South  Prospect
Street regularly around
7 am. Caller expressing
concern for safety of mo-
torists as well as children
walking to the school bus.
Referred to an officer.
10:20 a.m. Caller from
Franklin Street advises
that a black bear crossed
through her yard approxi-
mately 10 minutes ago;
believes it has gone into
woods. Unable to locate.
6:49 p.m. Bicyclist report-
ing alarm sounding at a
South Ferry Road loca-
tion. MCFD on scene;
determined to be faulty
smoke detector. Same re-
moved by MCFD. Note
left for owner.

9:52 p.m. Report that the
eastbound traffic light
sensor at Avenue A and
Seventh Street is
working properly; lights
are not changing when ve-
hicles are in position. Call
placed to DPW. They are
aware of the problem.

not

Thursday, 6/2

12:37 a.m. Male 911 call-
er states that his vehicle
is missing from where it
was parked on Avenue A;
last seen approximately
8:30 p.m. Officer clear;
caller 1s intoxicated; af-
ter digging further, caller
described lending vehi-
cle until morning to his
friend who lives in the
Patch. Caller advised to
call back if vehicle is not
returned Thursday.

8:20 a.m. Report of sy-
ringe on the side of
Oakman Street. [tem re-
trieved by officer.

11:564 a.m. Caller from
F.L. Roberts reports that
attached female, an em-
ployee, had
cash/safe drop box. In-
cident occurred on 5/29;

stolen the

same is on surveillance.
Officer en route to speak
with caller and view tape.
Investigated.

1:25 p.m. Caller from
Turnpike Road advising
her two little 8 week old
kittens were let out today.
Caller advised this would
be on record in case same
were located. ACO also
advised of call.

2:58 p.m. Caller from
High Street advising a
raccoon was out in the
area 1n the middle of
the day; animal slumped
off into the bushes but
was not otherwise acting
strange. Advised caller
that animal was prob-
ably out looking for food
and may even have ba-
bies she is trying to feed.
Conferred with ACO who
stated same; no 1ssues un-
less erratic behavior or
foaming at the mouth.
5:41 p.m. Caller reports
that the shrubs on either
side of her husband’s
headstone in Springdale
Cemetery have been
removed. Caller advised
to contact cemetery
directly as they may
have had them removed
for a reason. Caller was
already in process of
doing same; just wanted
this on record.

7:06 p.m. Received sev-
eral calls about a deer in
the area of F.L. Roberts;
callers concerned for wel-
fare of animal as well as
vehicles that may hit it.
Unable to locate.

7:07 p.m. 2 abandoned

NN

911 calls from L Street.
Ofticer checked on resi-
dence; female party was
attempting to call about
the deer.

10 p.m. Caller advises
that while driving home
on Montague Street, she
saw a mother bear and
five cubs crossing the
street traveling in the di-
rection of Turners Falls
Road; just wanted PD to
be aware.

10:15 p.m. Minor 2-vehicle
accident involving parked
car on Avenue A; no in-
juries/airbags/smoke/
fluids. Citation issued for
failure to use care.

11 p.m. Caller from Lake
Pleasant Road reports
that a train is idling on
the tracks outside her
house; third one today.
No action needed; caller
simply wants this
record.

11:03 p.m. Caller reports
2 males going in and out
of Verizon substation on

on

Crescent Street. Officers
clear; both males provided
Verizon ID; they are work-
ing odd hours now that
they are back from strike.
Friday, 6/3

9:38 a.m. Caller advis-
ing of mattress dumped
behind wildlife manage-
ment area sign on Ripley
Road. Info passed along
to environmental police.
10:05 p.m. Caller com-
plaining of after-hours
basketball on the court
at Unity Park. Officer re-
moved same.

Saturday, 6/4

1:35 a.m. An adult female
was arrested after a re-
port of domestic assault
and battery.

9:36 a.m. Cell caller re-
porting a smoke detector
going off at a G Street
address. Caller knocked
on door and advised that
an elderly woman an-
swered and said that her
daughter is “coming to
shut it off.” TFFD noti-
fied as a precaution.

9:59 a.m. Caller
requesting assistance
for his daughter who
brought a vehicle to a car
dealer in Gill; business is
now refusing to return
vehicle. Caller advised
that vehicle owner should
contact Gill PD
that is where the issue is
occurring.

since
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12:15 p.m. Caller from
Montague City Road re-

ports that her vehicle
was entered/broken
into sometime 1in the

last three days and a cell
phone charger and a bot-
tle of Oxycodone were
taken. Caller travels for
her job; medication may
have been stolen in Chi-
copee, East Longmeadow,

Leeds, Greenfield, or
Turners Falls. Advised
of options.

1:08 p.m. Vehicle into
guardrail on Route 63
at Gunn Road; caller re-
ports he was cut off by
another vehicle which
caused him to hit the rail.
No injuries. Report taken.
Vehicle towed. MassDOT
notified of damage to
guardrail; spoke to “Joe,”
who will have it checked.
2:18 p.m. Food City store
manager requesting re-
moval of female party
sitting outside store who
has been involved in sev-
shoplifting
Officer spoke
to party and advised her
that she i1s not allowed
back to Food City.

9:00 p.m. Caller com-
plaining of fireworks in
Turnpike Road area. Pa-
trol units advised.

9:32 p.m. TFFD checking
Millers Falls Road area
for reported outside fire.
Officer off with FD. Party
advised of burning rules.
Sunday, 6/5

5:09 am. Caller from
Coolidge Avenue reports
that overnight a stray
cat somehow got into
her house and scratched
and bit her hand all up;
advised she was finally
able to catch it and has
it in a tote in her vehicle.
Call placed to emergency
vet in Deerfield; officer
will be bringing the cat
to be put down, and vet
will send out for rabies
testing. ACO will follow
up tomorrow.

4:28 p.m. Caller was in
line at the Greenfield
Savings Bank ATM when
she observed a white
male with a mullet yell-
ing at the occupants of
the car in front of her.
Area search negative.

eral recent

incidents.
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#16:

What Does “Natural” Mean?

By VANESSA QUERY

The word “natural” is thrown
around a lot these days, espe-
cially within phrases like “natural
health,” “made with natural ingre-
dients,” “natural parenting,” etc.

I don’t often use the word, be-
cause although it seems simple, it
can be loaded with implications
and assumptions. However, | of-
ten struggle to find an appropriate,
equally succinct word.

The title of this column, for ex-
ample. | went with “real living”
— as in authentic, true to oneself. I
toyed with the idea of referencing
an ancestral lifestyle, or rewilding
— but those terms seemed at once
inadequate and too ambitious.

I could easily have called it
“Oystergirl’s Guide to Natural Liv-
ing.” Most of the things | write about
would probably fall into that catego-
ry, as most people understand it.

But what does “natural” actual-
ly mean? According to Dictionary.
com, it mainly means:

1. existing in or formed by na-
ture (as opposed to artificial)

2. constituted by nature

3. of, or pertaining to, nature or
the universe

4. uncultivated

Mostly things — in an annoying,
circular definition kind of way — to
do with the word “nature,” which
means:

1. the material world, especially
as surrounding humankind and
existing independently of human
activities

2. the natural world as it exists
without human beings or civilization

Herein lies my problem with
these words. Our culture defines
humanity as wholly separate from
nature (nature, which includes other
animals) — even as above or against
it. The iconic “man conquering na-
ture” ([sic] not needed). This di-
chotomy purports that humanity is
superior, and nature is inferior. We
deserve better than nature, so we
have declared war on it.

We win battles when we build
dams, and lose them when hurri-
canes devastate cities. We “own”
land, livestock, and pets.

We control our environment by
living in the climate-controlled
indoors, and control our bodies
by doing all we can to stifle their
fluids and smells.

The final definition of “natural”
— uncultivated — might be more
useful. Forgetting for now that
“uncultivated” also means unedu-
cated or uncultured, let’s have it
mean untouched or unaltered.

The problem with this defini-
tion is that, when scrutinized, it
rules out not only agriculture, but
also the classic example of beavers
building dams.

“Natural” in Food Labeling
Using the word natural in the
phrase “natural foods,”particularly

in advertising, can be presumptu-
ous and meaningless.

The USDA has regulations only
for meat, poultry, and eggs. Its
website defines a “natural” product
as “containing no artificial ingredi-
ent or added color and is only mini-
mally processed. Minimal process-
ing means that the product was
processed in a manner that does not
fundamentally alter the product.”

Part of the issue here is another
circular definition: including the
word “artificial” in the definition
of “natural.”

What’s the definition of natural?
Not artificial. What’s the definition
of artificial? Not natural.

The FDA does not have regula-
tions for food manufacturers who
use the term. From fda.gov: “[I]t
is difficult to define a food product
that is ‘natural’ because the food
has probably been processed and is
no longer the product of the earth.
That said, FDA has not developed
a definition for use of the term
natural or its derivatives. However,
the agency has not objected to the
use of the term if the food does not
contain added color, artificial fla-
vors, or synthetic substances.”

And since pretty much all foods
—including many additives — are de-
rived from animals and plants, this
can be highly subjective, especially
to food manufacturers whose only
purpose is to sell their product.

“Natural” vs. “Unnatural”

A farmer friend of mine fre-
quently ranted about things that
were “unnatural” (e.g. oil tanks;
the Internet), and therefore bad.
Her intention was usually clear,
but sometimes, when | asked her
to elaborate (both on what defined
“unnatural” and why it was inher-
ently bad, and what made agricul-
ture, for example, “natural”), she
stumbled.

Like all of us, she held a lot
of presumptions, even regarding
things she had questioned.

| asked another farmer friend
what he thought about the dis-
tinction. He said that he didn’t re-
ally think about things in terms of
natural and unnatural, but rather
in terms of what worked and what
didn’t. He meant this in a sus-
tainable, earth-and-living-things-
friendly kind of way.

What Doesn’t Work

This was helpful. The thing is, we
live in a civilization that is arguably
unfriendly to the well-being of ani-
mals and of many humans as well.

We are raised in a society whose
conventional wisdom states that we
are separate from, and better than,
“nature.” We are inculcated into
a system of practices that comes
from and supports this way of life.
Anything we do is arguably a re-
sponse to this.

There are human activities
that, while seemingly “unnatural”

SHAD from page B1

just likes the challenge of catching
them and throwing them back, and
uses lighter tackle on his rod for
the sport of it.

When we reached the watering
hole, the other anglers at the river
had buckets and heavier line, obvi-
ously going for fish as food. There
was a funny art installation down
on the beach consisting of a rusty
shopping cart dredged from the
river carrying a load of rocks in-
side of it, as though someone had
been shopping on Sole Beach.

This would be the tail end of the
spring shad run, Brian noted, since
a certain water temperature turns
off the upstream spawning migra-
tion. The bulk of the migration was
earlier in May: “when the crabapple
and lilacs blossom, it is time to fish
for shad.” During the rest of the
year, these herring-like fish go back
to saltwater “parts unknown.”

Fishing, and Talking

When they are really running
strong, “you can pull ten fish out
on a good morning,” said Brian,
who was confident he’d pull up at
least a couple, despite the fact that
we were starting out at a lazy 7:30
a.m., not hardcore zero-dark-thirty.
He says that time of day doesn’t
really matter for this fish, because
they aren’t actually feeding in the
river. The dart lure he uses is just
meant to get in their face and piss
them off.

Brian cast off and reeled back
in over and over for about half
an hour up on some rocks by the
natural dam. | took notes, but there
wasn’t much to write. I admired in-
stead his amazing mustache, which
arched out from under his nose and
swooped smoothly and gracefully
over the upper lip, much like the
waters of the natural dam, while he
told me about his career with the
Mass Electric Underground.

Below us, they were pulling
in their quota for the day of three
apiece, so we moved down to the
beach so Brian could try his luck

there. Someone else
took our spot, and
got a hit almost im-
mediately.  That’s
the way it goes.

Brian shared his
favorite recipe for
shad with me: “Clean
the fish, and slather
the fillets liberally
with  mayonnaise
mixed with some
Worcestershire sauce
and lemon juice and
whatever herbs you
like with fish — dill,
tarragon, etc. Get a
cedar plank about
18 inches long and
lay the fish on it. Put
the whole thing in a
300 degree oven for
45 minutes. Take
out the plank, throw
away the fish, and
enjoy the wood!”

The shad is not popular with
many Americans because of the
3,000 bones buried throughout its
flesh. The Native Americans told
a story about it being a porcupine
turned inside out. Despite this, it
was a key food source for both the
Natives and colonists. And sup-
posedly, it tasted very good. The
American shad’s Latin name is:
Alosa sapadissima, or “most deli-
cious herring.”

During the next hour, Brian land-
ed two male shad of medium size,
and we took leave of Cabot Woods
for our own “parts unknown.”

Cleaning, and Eating

I’ve cleaned a lot of fish in my
time because | used to work on the
docks, but I always had a thin, flex-
ible, and very sharp fillet knife to
do it with. It was a sick butchering
in my kitchen with the stiff knife |
had to use, and the large, slippery
scales stuck all over the place. As
I skinned the meat, | could feel the
knife cutting through hundreds
—umm, thousands — of bones.

My top hit on Google for shad

End result: delicious fish cakes with Sriracha mayonnaise.

Apnother bite for Brian.

recipes was some fish cakes made
by poaching, then de-boning and
grinding the meat. I can’t imagine
trying to do it any other way; each
eighth-inch-thick flake of meat
was braced by a clutch of thin, fila-
ment-like bones. | ended up taking
pinches of meat from the cooked
fillets and sort of rubbing them be-
tween my fingers, under a strong
work light.

It took an hour or so to go
through the meat, and then I pulsed
it in a food processor and re-exam-
ined it, finding more bones sur-
facing from this pulp afterwards.
But I got about a pound of fish, to
which | added:

One egg

3 Tbsp. flour

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 tsp. basil

1/4 tsp. chipotle pepper

1 tsp. dill

1 Tbsp. chopped chives

After mixing these together,
I pressed them into six patties,
coated them with panko, and fried
them gently with a little olive oil.
I made a Sriracha-mayo sauce to
go with it. And Hey, it was really,
really good!

The whole morning was spent
obtaining the fish, cleaning and
cooking it, but it was a “most de-
licious herring.” To be sure my
opinion wasn’t biased because of
the amount of time I’d spent on it,
I shared fish cakes with three peo-
ple, and all three concurred about
the awesome taste of this dish.

And for me, something is
completed, though | am not sure
exactly what. Maybe a missing
piece was filled in about living in
“the armpit of the Connecticut,”
here in Turners Falls.

— which can mean, as we’ve estab-
lished, anything or nothing — work,
when they help to counter destruc-
tive cultural norms. These include
using technology, especially the
Internet, to find like-minded peo-
ple and gather community to make
sustainable living more accessible.
They can be things that are actu-
ally only culturally unnatural, such
as going off the grid or not using
shampoo. They can include more
sustainable energy sources such as
wind turbines and solar farms.
There are also human activities
that, while seemingly “natural,”
don’t work, when they are market-

ing ploys by profit-hungry corpora-
tions, devised to con consumers into
thinking they’re doing something
good for the earth and themselves.
These include so-called “natu-
ral” hygiene products that still con-
tain creepy chemicals and come in
the same wasteful packaging, and
foods with high-fructose corn syr-
up labeled as natural — true story!
When folks that are well-
meaning, and not evil capitalists,
use the word “natural,” I don’t
question it as much. There is a
generally-agreed-upon if not vague
definition of the word that is more
or less the aforementioned meaning

of “uncultivated.”

But when things are assumed
and taken for granted and therefore
easily co-opted, I think it’s impor-
tant to unpack them a little.

The real question is: where do
the beavers and their dams fit in?

Vanessa Query, aka Oystergirl,
digs all things local and sustainable,
and identifies mostly with the an-
cestral/paleo movement. She writes
about food, movement, and more at
theycallmeoystergirl.com. She wel-
comes responses and questions at
oystergirl@montaguereporter.org.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE GILL POLICE LOG

Third Time’s the Charm;
Two Wallets Found & Returned

Tuesday, May 17

8:15 a.m. Harassment
complaint file about
resident on  River
Road.

1:25 p.m. Secret Ser-
vice Agent in town re-
garding security pro-
tocol for dignitary.

5 pm. Harassment
complaint file by resi-
dent on Cove View
Lane.

9:45 p.m. French King
Bridge area for pos-
sible jumper. No one
located.

‘Wednesday, May 18
1:45 p.m. Motor ve-
hicle located at French
King Bridge, possible
Jumper. All parties no-
tified as search begins.
6:20 p.m. Neighbor dis-
pute of residence on
French King Highway.
9:30 p.am. Suspicious
Person reported in
area of Walnut Street.
Checked ok.

9:50 p.m. Suspicious
Motor vehicle area
of the pump station.
Check ok.
Thursday,May 19
3:30 p.m. Motor ve-
hicle complaint of
speeding motorcycle
on Boyle Road.
Friday, May 20

12:15 p.m. IRS scam
reported from resident
of Main Road.

8:05 p.m. IRS scam re-
ported from resident
on Boyle Road.
Sunday, May 22

8:20 a.m. Motor ve-
hicle accident on Main

Road with injury. Op-
erator transported to
Baystate.

10 a.m. Firearms issue
with resident on Main
Road.

4 p.m. Welfare check
of resident on West
Gill Road. All ok.
Monday, May 23
10:20 a.m. Suspicious
object floating in river.
Confirmed deer, not
human body.

11:15 a.m. Wallet found
at Four Winds School.
Returned to owner.
4:30 p.m. Complaint
of Go-Cart driving on
River Road. Gone on
arrival.

9:50 p.m. Welfare check
on Chappell Drive.
Wednesday, May 25
11:45 a.m. Abuse or-
der issued for party on
Trenholm Way.

7:55 p.m. Possible sui-
cidial message on com-
puter from resident on
Oak Street.

8:45 p.m. Life line ac-
tivated by resident on
Center Road. Checked
ok.

Thursday, May 26
2:10 pm. Welfare
check for resident on
Walnut Street.

4:08 p.m. Found wallet
at Mobil station. Re-
turned to owner.

4:45 p.m. Reported de-
ceased deer on French
King Highway. Re-
moved same.

6 p.m. Life line acti-
vated by resident on
Center Road.

Department is the recipient

6:40 p.m. Assisted Ber-
nardston police with
two-car accident on
Route 10.

9:10 p.m. Reported
possible jumper head-
ed for French King
Bridge. Located prior
to arrival.

Friday, May 27

1:15  pm.  Suspi-
cious object in river.
Thought to be a body,
determined a log.

4:44. pm. Motor ve-
hicle accident at Gill
lights. No injuries and
minor damage.

6:45 p.m. Disabled mo-
tor vehicle on Dole
Road. Assisted same.
7:45 p.m. Medical as-
sist at Main Road resi-
dence.

8:20 p.m. Arrested res-
ident of Wyart Road
for a warrant.
Monday, May 30

3:12 p.m. Body located
in the river near Tren-
holm Way. Believed to
be murder suspect by
description. All agen-
cies notified and recov-
ery completed.
Tuesday, May 31

5:38 a.m. Suspicious
female at French King
Bridge. Party trans-
ported to Baystate
Medical.

6:55 a.m. Motor ve-
hicle vs. deer Accident
on West Gill Road
116105 Suspi-
cious Motor vehicle in

a.m.

rest area below dam.
Check ok as party was
sleeping.

NINA ROSSI PHOTO

The Turners Falls Fire

of two free sunscreen

dispensers for public use,
provided by the Melanoma
Foundation of New England.
The Foundation’s “Practice

Safe Skin” program is

aimed at reducing the incidence
of skin cancer, with one

person dying of the

disease every 50 minutes.
The dispensers are loaded
with an all-natural blend of
6% zinc and 6% titaninm
SPFE-30 sunscreen, safe for
people aged 6 months and up.
The dispensers are located in
the Public Safety Complex:
lobby, and the apparatus bay

of the fire station.
1t would be nice to see

these become commuonplace
at all outdoor sports and
recreation locations! /

Turners Falls Goes to War: Part V

Photograph of the company, from then-Major Pierce’s 1900 memoir “Reminiscences of the Experiences of Company L.”

By REPORTER STAFF

This year, the Montague Reporter
is periodically revisiting the Span-
ish-American War of 1898, particu-
larly the story of Company L of the
Second Regiment of the Massachu-
setts infantry, Franklin County’s unit
in what was then the Volunteer Army
of the United States.

We are updating readers on the
news of the men and boys of Co. L
in real time. Last week, we ran the
second letter written by a young
Turners Falls man named J.J. Sulli-
van, printed by our predecessor, the
Turners Falls Reporter.

Here we reprint an abridged ver-
sion of Sullivan’s third letter from
Florida, which ran in the June 8,
1898 Reporter, following an excerpt
of local news from the same issue.

*k*k

When the war taxes get on and
stay on for a number of years, the
people will then know what the pre-
ceding generation had to stand for
glory. The shouters for war will have
to pay the fiddler with the rest....

In spite of their patriotism, not all
who wished could join the army, but
the people who remain at home have
taken it upon themselves to see that
the boys who went to the front, and
the families which some of them left
behind, shall not lack for anything.

To this end the minstrel enter-
tainment which was given so suc-
cessfully last week, for the benefit
of the Village Improvement Society,
will be repeated at the opera house,
on Thursday evening, June 16, for
the local fund of the Grand Army,
and especially for our own soldiers
and their families.

*k*k

Editor Turners Falls Reporter:

Since | wrote to you last, we were
ordered to pack up and hold our-
selves in readiness to move. Swing-
ing out from under the oaks and
pines of our camp in Lakeland, with
a hot sun beating down upon us and
luggage enough on our backs to test
the strength of a modern Samson, we
marched in solid column up to our
nees in sand, along the highway lead-
ing to the depot in the much talked of
town of the lakes.

Never before now did | imagine
the modern newspaper man to be
such an imaginative creature. There
was nothing about Lakeland, as far
as | could see, for the poet to rave
about. For Lakeland I saw a parched
dried up town with scarcely a blade
of grass in view, and with such
streets! Attempt to cross the main
street in town, and if your friends
did not come to the rescue with
shovels, the chances are, that you
would find yourself imbedded in the
hot sand up to your armpits....

I have tested the spring of “eternal
youth,” the spring of Ponce de Leon
and other degenerate Spaniards, to

my sorrow. Many a poor private has
done the same, and when Florida
and its sunny clime has faded from
our minds, the laxative qualities of
that rotten spring will always remain
fresh and green.

It is a wonder that they did not
arrest us as we left the place for we
had two-thirds of its free soil upon
our persons, or upon our clothes.
With all due respect to the inhabit-
ants of Lakeland who used us well,
provided we paid for everything we
got, the town and its scenery should
be condemned to oblivion.

Leaving Lakeland by rail we
passed through a tableland country
covered with pine, and in spite of
newspaper talk with very few orange
groves. Between Lakeland and Yhor,
a distance of over thirty miles, | saw
scarcely a dozen houses, and they
were nothing more or less than negro
shanties not much larger than a good
sized dry goods box.

Arriving at Ybor, a small Cu-
ban settlement on the outskirts of
Tampa, the colonel told us that this
was to be our camping place for the
present. Just before arriving in the
town we passed a stockade contain-
ing over three thousand army mules.
The boys realized at last that Uncle
Sam was not in the war business for
the fun of it.

As we were unloading our sup-
plies a train filled with bluejackets
tore by. We were pleased to see them
and they cheered us in a vociferous
manner. How entirely different they
looked from us. Their complexions
were as fair to look upon as that
of the average New England girl,
while ours were tanned, browned
and sunburned.

We marched over a sandy road for
2 miles to camp, your correspondent
avoiding the deep sand by a little
expert walking along the rail of an
electric track. Arriving in camp, we
put up our tents and made ourselves
as comfortable as possible.

We are encamped on a sandy plain
thinly covered with scrubby oak and
fine pine trees, the latter of which are
everywhere in sightall over the State.
The water here is excellent, that is as
Florida water goes. The spring that
supplies the camp is the one that a
sack filled with arsenic was discov-
ered in some time ago. A strict watch
is kept over it at present, and a red-
hot reception awaits the next crank
or spy who tries his hand.

To the south-west of us are en-
camped the 25th U.S. cavalry (col-
ored). They were sent down south
last spring from off the snow plains
of Montana and died like flies before
they became acclimated.

To the east of us are the heavy
U.S. artillery commanded by Brig-
Gen. Rodgers. Over twenty heavy
guns have arrived to date and from
twenty-five to fifty more are expected
in a short time. It is rumored in head-
quarters that the 2nd Mass. Vol. will
do escort duty to this splendid park
of artillery on the march in Cuba, or
as some say, in Puerto Rico.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

The heavy guns are five inch
howitzers, and seven inch guns, fir-
ing an explosive shell filled with
shrapnel a distance of seven miles.
The artillerists tell us they are of a
modern design, and that great things
are expected of them....

As | am writing there is great yell-
ing amongst the colored cavalry. |
wonder what is the matter.

It is reported that we break camp
next Saturday, and leave here for
Puerto Rico. If we keep on we will
get there some time in the distant fu-
ture, but the wisehearts say we will
find ourselves in Cuba or Puerto
Rico inside of two weeks....

Overheard our major say to a re-
cruit this morning, “Look for your
sight, boy, you are firing for plea-
sure now, but you will be firing for
keeps in two weeks.” Quite com-
forting 1 must say.

All the Falls boys are in good
health. Ike Goland ran the guards,
and went down to the beach and
found a small alarm clock in his path
on the way back. It is the general im-
pression in camp that ke wandered
from the path of righteousness when
he procured that clock.

Harry Hall sports a full beard
which does not improve his general
appearance by a long sight. Every
other youth is doing what he would
not dare to do in the Falls, viz. rais-
ing a mustache....

It is now definitely settled that
we are to move out of here. Five
hundred rounds of ammunition are
to be dealt out to each man. We ex-
pect our Krag-Jorgenson rifles and
belts this afternoon.

Yesterday it was reported that we
were to be in the army about to in-
vade Puerty Rico, but today it is ru-
mored that we go direct from Tamp
to Santiago de Cuba, and carry the
town, thus compelling Cerverato go
out in the open and fight.... The boys
are in high spirits at the prospects of
a chance to move and are anxious to
have a crack at the Dagos. The boys
say they will present 499 rounds of
their ammunition to the Spaniards,
keeping one for themselves, if the
worst comes to the worst, preferring
death than the tender mercies of the
Spanish jailor....

The Falls people do not need to
worry for us. An Irish Indian from
the wilds of the Russell block, or
the untutored savage from off the
plains of South End, can stand
most any kind of hardship, and still
come up smiling.

I must now bring my note to a
close, and I am afraid it will probably
be the last one I will be able to send
you, owing to the uncertainty of our
destination and the scarcity of writ-
ing paper, stamps and envelopes.

If possible 1 will write and try
to keep up the correspondence, but
| earnestly believe the chances are
against my doing so.

I remain, yours truly,

J.J. Sullivan,
Co.L 2d Regt. Mass Vol.
Ybor, Tampa, Florida.
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JUDAMH from page B1

plot, where some of my wife’s ancestors lie
in repose.

Judah was born in Connecticut, and became
a railroad engineer. No, not the type of engi-
neer who drives a train; he was a civil engineer,
the kind who builds stuff. He helped construct
railroad-related structures and routes through-
out the Northeast, including an attractive stone-
arch railroad bridge in Bernardston.

The bridge is just south of Northfield Road
(Route 10) and east of River Street (Adams
Road becomes Lampblack Road, then River
Street). At Bernardston Farmer’s Supply, look
east. It’s easier to see through the trees after
the leaves have fallen.

Judah’s story ends happily for all those re-
lying on trains to cross that 7,000-foot speed
bump called the Sierra Nevada.

Unfortunately, his story does not end hap-
pily for him. In the 1850s, Judah, with his
wife, moved to California to help build the
Sacramento Valley Railroad. But he soon
became fixated on laying tracks over the Si-
erra. He earned the nickname “Crazy Judah”
for his enthusiasm about the seemingly im-
possible scheme.

In 4 Practical Plan for Building the Pacific
Railroad, Judah wrote in 1857, “The project
for construction of a great Railroad through
the United States of America, connecting the
Atlantic with the Pacific ocean, has been in
agitation for over fifteen years. It is the most
magnificent project ever conceived.”

Judah finally realized his dream of finding
the route over Donner Pass. That’s the same
route that hadn’t worked out too well for its
namesake travelers. Judah’s plan attracted
investors, including those who later became
known as the “big four.” They were Leland
Stanford (yes, that one), Collis Huntington,

View of the Fall River Viaduct, spanning the Fall River in Bernardston, built by Theodore Judab.
Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, Historic American
Engineering Records Collection, item M.AT340.

Mark Hopkins and Charles Crocker.

What was the big deal about a railroad cross-
ing the country? It depends on who you are.

To Judah, it was the challenge. He was
the kind of guy who saw a shiny technology
and had to see if he could apply it in an
extreme way.

To the investors, it was an opportunity to
grant themselves lucrative contracts to build
the damn thing. The Big Four made a lot of
money off the plans of Judah.

To the railroad companies, it was strictly
business. They had been granted land along

the right of way. If they could put settlers
on that land, they would create a market for
goods to be shipped over the rails.

To the military, especially to William Te-
cumseh Sherman, it was a solution to “the
Indian problem.” Knowing that construction
would rile up the natives, Sherman and oth-
ers saw Indian attacks as justification to bring
down the hammer.

Plans in hand, Judah traveled to Wash-
ington, DC to sell the idea of a railroad that
would span the continent. In 1862, Abraham
Lincoln signed the Pacific Railroad Act au-

thorizing the project.

Judah subsequently had a falling out with
the money men and decided to find the funds
to buy them out. In October, 1863, he and
Anna set sail for New York via Panama. The
canal would not exist for another 52 years, so
they made their way by land over the isthmus
to a ship on the Caribbean side.

During the trek, Judah contacted yellow
fever. He died at the Metropolitan Hotel in
New York City on November 2, 1863.

On May 10, 1869, Judah’s dream, the
transcontinental railroad, became a reality.
Judah, forgotten by some, was celebrated in
Sacramento. It was a dark day for Anna Ju-
dah, because May 10 was also her wedding
anniversary. She said, “It seemed as though
the spirit of my brave husband descended
upon me and together we were there unseen,
unheard of by man.”

At the entrance of the Federal Street Cem-
etery in Greenfield, a small sign pays tribute
to Judah. His grave is at the top of the rise,
straight in from the street. It was constructed
in the shape and scale of a cathedral.

On the west coast, along Interstate 80 be-
tween Sacramento and Reno, the tracks that
Judah had dreamed about hug the edge of
cliffs and run through the town of Truckee on
the shore of Donner Lake. Snow sheds cover
stretches of track to help mitigate the tons of
white stuff that often blanket the Sierra.

Memorials to Judah stand in Old Sacra-
mento and Folsom, California. An elemen-
tary school in Sacramento is named for him,
and in San Francisco, Judah Street runs from
the University of California SF Medical
Center to the shore.

Along the way, in typical California style,
a vegan coffee shop bears the name
“Judahlicious.”

WEST ALONG from page B1

wilderness is an old yard, house and
pasture perched on the floodplain
terrace above the newest bed of the
eternal Millers rushing by.

Just beyond the hedge is the do-
main of the fox, mink, and beaver.
The black bear is back on his ances-
tral lands too, and at any moment
could step out of the woods over
there, his black fur glistening, his
sharp eyes sizing up the house, nose
twitching for the tell-tale scent.

He was in the yard last night, we
met him face to face. He was non-
plussed, finished pushing over the
empty feeder and then, shrugging
us off, went over to rummage in the
compost for a bit.

For now, this morning, the thrush
has been singing since dawn, and
the smaller creatures go about their
springtime business. But the wild
is just over there, and the primeval
still dwells just on the edge of this
known world of a backyard.

May 25. The blackpoll warbler
has been calling for days. This last
migrant species of the springtime
warblers signals the end of the wave
of those brilliant jewels who flow
through our trees on the way north. A
favorite among all others, the parula
warbler graced our yard briefly this
year before moving on. And now the
blackpoll draws the curtain down.

Nighthawks, also in decline, still
linger on the way north in the eve-
ning. They used to nest on gravel
roofs in town, but now you never

hear their sharp call in the nighttime
over Avenue A or the old flat roofs
of the high school. Moving on, they
will soon leave the evening skies to
the swallows, swifts, and bats.

From time to time a great blue
heron moves over the yard, on the
way to the Wendell rookery, like the
old man of the river rowing through
the gathering dusk.

May 26. The lilacs are in full
bloom, the dogwood is fading. The
cherry blossoms are now chang-
ing to swelling green cherries.
The grass is growing by leaps and
bounds and would be dismaying to
those who prefer the manicured rich
green carpet properly fertilized and
controlled. My back yard is still an
organic crazy quilt of wild-grow-
ing flowers, ferns, and interesting
weeds.

I’ve mowed once so far, on a sla-
lom course in and out, around beds
of buttercups and violets. I've left
a rectangle near the vegetable gar-
den where | know the goldenrod is
growing as in the past years.

Garter snakes and leopard frogs
like the unkempt stands similar to
my goldenrod and fern patch, and
they help in keeping bug populations
in check. Besides, literally hundreds
and hundreds of pollinating flying in-
sects, wasps, bees, and flies will visit
the patch in July and August, swarm-
ing on the goldenrod flowers in the
bright sun, so I’ve learned to leave
certain parts of the yard untouched
until September or October.

For the time being, the lawn
grows somewhat wild and whimsi-
cal, mowed pathways weave around
the islands of buttercups, like a
small green labyrinth. Robins will
work the cut parts while the garter
snakes will lurk in the tall grasses
of the margins.

June 4. The maples and oaks
towering over the edge of the yard
have now formed emerald green
caverns and canyons, through which
the scarlet tanagers and exotic gros-
beaks weave at will, flashing red,
black and white high above us. Jun-
gle-like squawks and lilting songs
drift down. Who knows what drama
or adventures are being played out
way up there.

Now below, ferns, wild vines of
the fox grape, roses, irises, blue flag
and yellow flag on the river shore
spire upwards in their short few
days of flowering, before becoming
leaf once again, growing and stor-
ing energy for their brief moment in
the sun, next year.

June 5. The rains were coming
down, much needed, gently like in
the Irish prayer. Soft just outside the
open bedroom window. All is green
out there, where the wood thrush
couple accompany each other on
the fresh-mown paths through the
grass, cut just before the forecast
rain. They bob and advance like rob-
ins and keep an eye on one another.
Their nest must be just beyond the
lilacs in some secret place.

The redwing shakes himself in
the showering rain, drops fly off
him like water from a wet dog.

June 6. This past weekend in
towns all across the county, young
people were graduating, getting
their fifteen minutes of fame in the
admiring sunshine of their families.

Strangely enough, 1 was some-
how drawn to look into that old cigar
box of mementoes where I knew an
old graduation program lay quietly
in the dark. That’s the way it is in
this old house. Some ancestor from
generations past and who now sleeps
under the grass of Highland Ceme-
tery gives you a wink and suggests
you look in some old corner or desk
drawer to find something of them. So
at least they’ll be remembered once
in a while, especially on a June day
like this when life is all in bloom,
when the lilacs bow gracefully be-
side the kitchen door.

I went to get the TFHS gradua-
tion program in grand-uncle Doug
Smith’s old cigar box, stored in a
bookcase. The program was as crisp
and proper as it was back in 1909,
with gold and black ribbons, the
class colors still attached.

There was, inside, the Ivy Poem
composed by Jerome Kelleher. It
had long been a tradition for each
class to plant a shoot of ivy along
the wall of the old TFHS building. I
wonder if the plants of generations
past still grow there.

The class song, written by Ara-
belle Pollock, was sung by the fif-

teen graduates of the Class of 09:
“Now our high school days are
ended,
We are leaving Turners High,
Through her halls our way we’ve
wended,
Alma Mater now goodbye...”

Among the graduates are old
family names many of us would
recognize today: Bernard Farren Jr.,
Eugene and George McCarthy, Wil-
liam Pollard, Flora Pollock, Sadie
Rock, George Welch.

Today the ephemeral lilac
blooms, as did youth’s promise of
1909 enclosed in a cigar box: why
evoke the two together? Those
young people so much in full bloom
more than one hundred years ago
graduated, full of themselves and
confident, just like our youngsters
this past weekend. They did, and
will live out their lives near and
far. Who knew, and knows, what’s
in store for them. May they gather
their rosebuds while they may.

Time to put the old 1909 pro-
gram back in its box, and turn to the
lilacs once again.

They have still flowered over the
century, year after year, for their
brief time in the June sun before
their purples and lavenders fade. A
few of them will spend time on the
kitchen table in a crystal vase.

Time to put away the old note-
book, and while | think of it, I’ll
get up to the old high school on
Crocker Avenue to see if
that 1909 ivy still grows
and clings to the wall.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING EVENTS:
EVERY SUNDAY

McCusker’s Co-op Market, Shel-
burne Falls: Celtic Sessions.
Musicians of all levels welcome
to play traditional Irish music.
10:30 a.m.

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH

Wagon Wheel, Gill: Wagon Wheel
Word. First week of each month.
Monthly poetry reading, often with
special guest poets. 6 p.m.

Carnegie Library: Outside the
Lines! Last Monday of each
month. Adult Coloring Group.
Supplies provided. 6:30 p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Crafts and activities for children
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.

1ST AND 3RD WEDNESDAY

Arts Block (4th floor), Green-
field: Creacion Latin Big Band
& Late Night Open Mic JAM. 20
piece ensemble play son, salsa,
chacha and much more. 8 p.m.
Open Mic starts at 9 p.m. Free.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30
a.m. to noon.

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAY

Hubie's Tavern: Open Mic. 6
p.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Carnegie Library: Music and
Movement with Tom Carroll &
Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

The People’s Pint, Greenfield:
Derek Bridges. Live acoustic
guitar. 7 p.m.

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
Watchdog Open Mic. All
musicians, comedians, and
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m.

EVERY 3RD FRIDAY

Element Brewing Company,
Millers Falls: Brule’s Irish Band.
Food carts supplement the local
beer. 6 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto-
ry Hour. Stories and hands-on
arts & crafts. 10 a.m. to noon.

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8 p.m.

EXHIBITS:

Leverett Arts & Crafts, Lever-
ett: Barnes Gallery presents:
The Horse Show by Bella Hal-
sted. Artist reception on Sunday,
Junel2, 4-6 p.m. Show runs
through 6/25.

Memorial Hall, Deerfield: Rel-
ics and Curiosities in Memorial
Hall. “Interesting” objects such
as wreaths made of human hair
and weapons made from shark’s
teeth are in this exhibit which
runs until 10/30. $

Sawmill River Arts Gallery at The
Montague Mill, Montague: Sum-
mer Celebration. Featured art-
ists: Louise Minks, Roy Mansur,
Christine Mero, Christine Peller-
in, Patricia Czepiel Hayes. Art-
ists’ reception, Saturday, June
25, 1-4 p.m. Exhibit runs through
8/29.

Nina’'s Nook, Turners Falls:
Thrones. “A ubiquitous house-
hold item becomes object d’'art
at the Nook” as artists transform
the common toilet seat into new
art forms. Through 6/25.

Salmon Falls Gallery, Shelburne

Falls: Along the River: pastels
by Rebecca Clark.. Through
6/27. Also Cheryl Rezendes’

Interludes, A collection of new
works, wall hung mixed media
on fiber. Through 6/26

Shelburne Arts Co-operative,
Shelburne Falls: “The Nature of
Things” Mixed Media by Nancy
Baker. Artist reception, Satur-
day, June 18, 2-6 p.m. Through
6/27.

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS:

Slate Roof Press: Submissions
to our 2016 Poetry Chapbook
Contest/Elyse Wolf Prize will
now be accepted through June
15. For full contest guidelines,
visit www.slateroofpress.com

Silverthorne Theater, Green-
field: Sponsoring a competition
to select a new play by a local
playwright of color for possible
production during the 2017 sea-
son. Deadline for submissions
is 10/1. Complete information
at www.silverthornetheater.org/
new-play-competition2.html

Facing the Fire is a photography show
by Derrick Zellman at 28 Bridge Street
in Millers Falls (former Element Brewing
Building). A reception and fundraiser
will be held on Thursday, June 16, 6:30
0 8:30 p.am. with an artis’ talk at 7:30
.. Proceeds to benefit the Boston
Fire Department and others. §

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, JUNE 9

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop
Concerts presents Bruce Co-
legrove, Jim Eagan, and Orlen
and Gabriel. 6 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Doug
Plavin All Stars. Rock/folk and a
little bit of everything. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Uncle Hal's Crab Grass Band.
Americana-ana. 6:30 p.m. The
Jays and Lexi Weege. 9:30 p.m

Great Falls Discovery Center,
Turners Falls: The Great Falls
Coffeehouse presents Jim Ma-
tus. Jim Matus plays jazzy, mid-
dle eastern & folk on a ‘laoutar.’
Come see what thatis! 7 p.m. $

Arts Block and throughout
Greenfield: Full Disclosure Fes-
tival. What happens when cli-
matologists, anthropologists,
and historians team up with
artists. Talks, interviews, read-
ings, sculpture and more. See
the festival's Facebook page for
more info. 4 p.m. onward. $

Montague Bookmill, Montague
Center: Amber Wolfe (singer/
songwriter) w/ Lady Jane (local

singer/songwriter  Esperanza
Friel) and stories from local au-
thor Jedediah Berry (The Manu-
al of Detection). 8 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Taking
Back Eden. Indie rock. 9 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
11th Year Anniversay Celebra-
tion. All day.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11

Arts Block and throughout
Greenfield: Full Disclosure Fes-
tival. See Fridays listing for
more info. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Misfit Prom
2016. “Legendary event”, come
in your favorite fantasy. Music
by Rodd Cummings and the
Vibrators. Video performance
by multimedia artist Genevieve
Gaignard. Proceeds benefit the
Wendell Free Library. 6 p.m. $

Montague Bookmill, Montague:
Dyado, William Joseph Jordan.
Folk music from mid-coast Maine
and S. Carolina. 8 p.m. $

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Glenn Roh (fingerstyle Qquitar)
and special guest Shawn Taylor
(singer/songwriter). 8 p.m.

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
Sledge. Rock and roll cover
band. 9 p.m. $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Adynkra. Instrumental duo.
9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Rick Murnane. Pop rock. 2 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow’s Re-
bellion. Warped Americana. 8
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke. 9 p.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 13

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No-
ra’s Stellar Open Mic. Cabaret.
8 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14

Deja Brew, Wendell: Second
Tuesday Deja Word with an
Open Mic. Each reader has 5
minutes of fame. 6:30 p.m. $

Brick House, Turners Falls: Rail
Yard Ghosts, Belligerence, Nina,
and Fickle Fauna. Folk-punk. All
ages, substance free. 8 p.m. $

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

West Whately Chapel, Whately:
Watermelon Wednesdays pres-
ents: Astrid Schween, cellist
with the Julliard String Quartet.
7:30p.m. $

THURSDAY, JUNE16

Energy Park, Greenfield: Coop
Concerts presents Charlie
Conant, The frost heaves and
hales, Small Change. 6 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz. 7:30 p.m.

1794 Meetinghouse, New Sa-
lem: Grace & Catastrophe. Folk
duo. 7:30 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy Fil-
iault Trio. Original guitar music
with Doug Plavin and Klondike
Koehler. 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

Avery Pavillion, Leyden: Leyden
Cultural Council on Aging pres-
ents Zydeco Connection. 5:30
p.m. Potluck 7 p.m.

Mt. Toby Meetinghouse, Lev-
erett: Dave Lippman and Jay
Mankita. Comical singers about
serious topics. 7:30 p.m. $

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Drew Paton’s 1940s Hit Parade.
7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh
Levangie & the Pistoleros. Out-
law country. 9 p.m.

Draft
Beer

Great
Fine Wine Food

Thursday, 6/9 — 8 p.m.
Doug Plavin All Stars
Friday, 6/10 — 9 p.m.
Taking Back Eden
Tuesday, 6/14 - 6:30 p.m.
Deja Word
Thursday, 6/16 — 8 p.m.
Tommy Filiault Trio

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www. DejaBrewPub.com

Brick House Teen Center

Drop-In hours 2:30 to 6 p.m.

Mondays through Fridays

Ages 9o 12 welcome Monda}'s:

Drop by for a permission s]ip.’

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

Scuce 1910

Professional Painting &
Decorating Contractor
Commercial ® Residential ® Industrial

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS™

www.couturebros.com

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346
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Interview: Montague Reporter at the
Great Falls Farmers Market

By HANNAH SANCHEZ

TURNERS FALLS - As
the school season comes to an
end and summer approaches,
I’ve been thinking about the
ways we learn. Four-and-a-half
year old Luciano Stoffolano re-
minded me that we often learn
through play.

This fine gentleman im-
pressed me when he cheerfully
spelled out his name during
our interview, prompting me
to ask where he had learned
to spell. The origin is unclear,
though Luciano suspects it is
through school.

| asked Luciano what he will
be doing during the summer
while not in school. He enjoys
swimming, and is also particu-
larly excited that Yankee Can-
dle acquired new Legos.

“Brand new Legos... Two
bad guys, one good guy. The
bad guys try and get the bombs
and guns, because they’re bad

guys.”

Given Luciano’s grasp of
political conflict and natural
brilliance, | had to ask what the
good guys could do in the face
of such a threat.

“That guys has [sic] a light
saber, and it kinda gets the bad
guys,” he answered.

I could not help but agree
that, even in the wider world,
those good guy tactics seem to
be only “kinda” working.

SANCHEZ PHOTO

Luciano attends the Acade-
my of Early Learning in Green-
field, where he plays and learns
to spell. Enjoy your summer
Luciano, and congratulations
on another year of learning.
Keep your eyes forward on a
new summer for putting knowl-
edge into action!

The Montague Reporter will
be at the market every Wednes-
day. Stop by and say hi!

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care
522-2563
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