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play progresses.

The musical numbers are in the tradition of
good classic rock that remembers that words
matter. All of the language in this play seems to
reflect reality, rings true for the way teens talk
and think, and sadly, how adults are inclined to
respond to them.

A great deal of credit goes to director Heal-
ey, who found a way to help these young actors
grow into a supportive ensemble and to find
the courage to express their feelings so openly
and without restraint. Chloe Castro-Santos
playing the female lead, Wendla. was pure el-
egance. She has a lovely strong singing voice,
and knows to bring good acting to her musical
performance. She is a glowing presence on-
stage, seems joyous in good times, expresses
emotions with a wide range of sentiment. Al-
ways believable and in the moment, she played
every scene with energy and focus.

Bobby Hawes playing Melchior, the male
lead often opposite Castro-Santos, was the
perfect match to her soft energy. His is a quiet
strength but he holds a lot of emotion close to
the surface. He could express arrogance, sor-
row, despair, rage and yet the soft gentle mo-
ments between the two ultimate lovers were
often the best. They both excel as actors and
musical performers.

Hawes was also excellent in musical num-
bers with the boys. Some of Hawes’ best
scenes are in the second act, as Melchoir starts
to question his choices.

Tyler Conroy as Moritz gives an exception-
al performance as a young man troubled but
fighting to succeed and please his father. It 1s
his father’s rejection that leads to his demise.
Conroy has some wonderful scenes with his
friends, and with the young woman Ilse (Laura
Langman) where she almost coaxes him to join
her in a romantic stroll. His soliloquy at the end
of his final scene is pure and stunning.

Emma Grace Geryk gives an outstanding
performance as Martha, a pretty young girl
who always seems to be cheery but who keeps
a terrible secret: she is being physically abused
by her father. She conveys her story with a bal-
ance of anger and restraint that is admirable.

Many difficult themes are addressed
through the stories of each of the young char-
acters: pregnancy, abortion, abuse. suicide, the
risk they face as their young lives are mostly
controlled by adults. The drama is intense but
the show is brilliant and the young actors play
it with such energy, love, compassion and
strength to say nothing of guts, in the end it is
an uplifting and enlightening experience of the
sort rarely seen in the theater.

The rest of the cast, all wonderful sing-
ers and actors, are Nicholas Cummings as
Hanschen, Cassandra Clark as Anna, Hannah
Troubaugh as Thea. AJ Krawczyk as Otto and
Collins Hilton who gives a terrific perfor-
mance as Ernst, a young man confused and
frightened by his attraction to a young inale
friend. Sean Sanford plays Georg plus is the
dance and music captain.

Alana Martineau performed with skill
the many adult female roles she filled, as did
Joshua Aaron Mason in his multiple roles as
every adult male. Amazingly, they generally
succeeded in finding the true character of each
role they played so only a similarity in appear-
ance could have disclosed the trick.

Music is the heart of the show, so credit
must go to musical director Ted Trobaugh. Sue
Dresser did an excellent job as choreographer.
Brittany Hamilton was the stage manager, Jen-
nifer Goselin, production assistant. Melinda
McCreven’s costumes made the show the visu-
al experience it was meant to be. Kevin Tracy
was in charge of lights and set design; Dominic
Baird was assistant production and light board
operator; Charis Moeckel-Cole was assistant
to the choreographer.
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At the talk back session after Sunday’s per-
formance, the director and cast members ex-
plained the words written on black paper sur-
rounding the stage. Healey told the cast to write
their deepest. darkest secret thoughts on strips
of paper, and put them in a large jar she brought
for this purpose. Then she took what they had
written and wrote it all on large sheets of black
paper, which she put up around the stage.

Sharing their thoughts anonymously like
this helped them grow together. Cast members
said having it all out there helped relieve some
of the burden of what they called “their junk.”

Powerful words from a superior group
of actors, who demonstrated a great deal of
courage in their dedication to offering |,

a truly honest performance of an la
amazing musical. =
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