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play progresses. 
The musical numbers are in the tradition of 

good classic rock that remembers that words 
matter. All of the language in this play seems to 
reflect reality, rings true for the way teens talk 
and think, and sadly, how adults are inclined to 
respond to them. 

A great deal of credit goes to director Heal­
ey, who found a way to help these young actors 
grow into a suppo1tive ensemble and to find 
the colll'age to express their feelings so openly 
and without restraint. Chloe Castro-Santos 
playing the female lead, Wendla, was plll'e el­
egance. She has a lovely strong singing voice, 
and knows to bring good acting to her musical 
perfo1mance. She is a glowing presence on­
stage, seems joyous in good times, expresses 
emotions with a wide range of sentiment. Al­
ways believable and in the moment, she played 
every scene with energy and focus. 

Emma Grace Ge1yk gives an outstai1ding 
perfo1mai1ce as Maitha, a pretty young girl 
who always seems to be chee1y but who keeps 
a ten'ible secret: she is being physically abused 
by her father. She conveys her st01y with a bal­
ance of anger and restraint tl1at is admirable. 

Many difficult themes are addressed 
tl1rough the sto11es of each of the young chai·­
acters: pregnancy, abo1tion, abuse, suicide, tl1e 
1-isk they face as their young lives ai·e mostly 
controlled by adults. The drama is intense but 
tl1e show is b11lliant and the young actors play 
it with such energy, love, compassion ai1d 
strength to say nothing of guts, in tl1e end it is 
an uplifting ai1d enlightening expe11ence oft11e 
s01t rarely seen in the theater. 

At tl1e talk back session after Sunday's per­
fo1mai1ce, the director and cast members ex­
plained the words written on black paper sur­
rounding tl1e stage. Healey told the cast to wi'ite 
tl1eir deepest, dai·kest secret tl1oughts on stI'ips 
of paper, and put them in a large jar she brought 
for this pmpose. Then she took what they had 
wi'itten and wi·ote it all on lai·ge sheets of black 
paper, which she put up ai·om1d the stage. 

Shai·ing their tl1oughts anonymously like 
tllis helped them grow together. Cast members 
said having it all out there helped relieve some 
of tl1e burden of what they called "their junk." 

Powerful words from a supe11or group 
of actors, who demonstrated a great deal of 

colll'age in tl1eir dedication to offe1'ing !Ill 
a truly honest perfo1mai1ce of an ii■ 
amazing musical. "" 

Bobby Hawes playing Melchior, the male 
lead often opposite Castro-Santos, was the 
perfect match to her soft energy. His is a quiet 
strength but he holds a lot of emotion close to 
the surface. He could express airogance, sor­
row, despair, rage and yet the soft gentle mo­
ments between the two ultimate lovers were 
often tl1e best. They both excel as actors ai1d 
musical pe1fo1mers. 

Hawes was also excellent in musical num­
bers wit:11 the boys. Some of Hawes' best 
scenes are in the second act, as Melchoir staits 
to question his choices. 

The rest of the cast, all wonderful sing­
ers and actors, are Nicholas Cummings as 
Hanschen, Cassandra Clark as Anna, Hannah 
Troubaugh as Thea, AJ Krawczyk as Otto and 
Collins Hilton who gives a ten'ific perfor­
mance as Emst, a young man confused and 
fi'ightened by his attraction to a young male 
fi'iend. Sean Sai1ford plays Georg plus is the 
dance and music captain. 

Alai1a Maitineau pe1fo1med with skill 
tl1e many adult female roles she filled, as did 
Joshua Aai·on Mason in his multiple roles as 
every adult male. Amazingly, they generally 
succeeded in finding the hue chai·acter of each 
role they played so only a similai'ity in appear­
ance could have disclosed the tI'ick. 

Tyler Conroy as Moritz gives an exception­
al pe1fo1mance as a young mai1 troubled but 
figl1ting to succeed ai1d please his father. It is 
his father's rejection that leads to his demise. 
Conroy has some wonderful scenes with his 
friends, and with the young woman Ilse (Laura 
Langman) where she almost coaxes him to join 
her in a romai1tic stroll. His soliloquy at the end 
of his final scene is pure ai1d stunning. 

Music is the heart of the show, so credit 
must go to musical director Ted Trobaugl1. Sue 
Dresser did an excellent job as choreographer. 
B11ttany Hamilton was the stage manager, Jen­
nifer Goselin, production assistant. Melinda 
McCreven 's costumes made the show the visu­
al expe11ence it was meant to be. Kevin Tracy 
was in charge oflights and set design; Dominic 
Baird was assistant production ai1d ligl1t board 
operator; Chai-is Moeckel-Cole was assistant 
to the choreographer. 

On last S aturd(!J :r ''Park Serve D(!J, " this crew tended a garden of native plant 
species at the Great Falls Discovery Center in Turners Falls. From left: Sam 

Jurkowski, Jon Nelson, Department of Conservation & Recreation interpreter Janel 
Nock/el?}, Dawn Marvin-Ware, and Discovery Center supervisor Shawn Kennet!J. 
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CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

'T' 30 Montague Street ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS r-r 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

te)Husqvarna 
• Lt\wn T.r(lCtors 
• Snow Blowers 

• Rototillers 

• Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

• Lawn Mowers 

~=t]GRfEN RIVER POWERSPORTS 
1 Main Road (Rouie 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 

www.greenriverpowersports.com 
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(PY) PV Squared 
a worker-owned cooperative 

Your trusted partner in solar. 
Solar can be confusing So we make the process clear and simple. 
We're a worker-owned cooperative and Certified 8 Corp Which 

means we care about doing things nyht And our team of S)(perts 1s 

here for you. Today, tomorrow, and down t111i roatl. 

www.pvsquared.coop 
413-772-8788 

Qrtri Jo/1MKJll, CQr•orto,1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I ':3-g6 '3-97 g6 • Gerilohn1on!1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RttidentJaJ Specialist) 
Onlr 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this JJl'Sti~ous desig,ia1ioo. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'OUr shiekf ol 
dSStrance. Pul )'Ollr lrtlSI in the best to gel ihe job dore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfMing. ~lw~~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ~rn1~ oi /'l'f>l'Wr,M, 

Oz 
lml@\lfuiifai:31 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
itiUiiiiiii (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

IN GOOD COMPANY 
A SKILLED ELDER COMPANION SERVICE 

Offering focused attention, 
engaging activities, outings, and 

respite for caregivers. 

sitalang@ingoodcompanynow.com 
www.ingoodcompanynow.com Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 413-834- 7569 

• Our Own Chicken & Eggs 

• Free Range Turkey 

• Grass Fed Beef & Lamb 

• Home-style Meals, Sides, Soups & 

Desserts 
U6 Mormon Hollow Rd. WendeU, MA 0U49 

thedfem•ndferm,cam dlcm1ndfarmstorc@>&malt.com 

Mon.thru Sat. 7am-5pm • Oosed Sun. until April 

Every Bird Inspected by a 
Diemand Grandma 

Jeffrey Collura, D.M.D. 
Cosmetic Dentistry 

7 Burnham S1reet 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 
Telephone (413) 774-6553 
TumersFalls Dental.com 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413--461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lf ~1rn I J~J.~J~~ 

--■m,:,cfJ;j:a 
landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

N-MASSAMONT 
EALTORS 

Ea:IIOlflOO•~ 
Ownedkod°"""'led. 

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office 
(413) 665-3772 fax 
(H3) 834-1524 Cell 
(H3) 423-3810 Home 
don@cblll1U'.com E-mail 

~ - 1. 50 SHAN'A'H CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SuPP,11,Y Co. INc. 

SCSC MRock solid service with level advice" 

' .. oinplete Masonry Supply 
Offcrtng a complete line of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Foils 4. l 3-863--4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529S, Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 




