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LEVEREITSELECTBOARD 

Leverett Officials Express 
Frustration with Shutesbury 
By JULIE CUNNINGHAM 

Leverett is still working with the 
regional committee for the Amherst
Pelham Regional School District on 
the possibility of merging elementaiy 
schools. While the issue has been on 
the table for years, members of the 
selectboard expressed fmstration at 
their meeting Tuesday over Shutes
bmy 's unpreparedness to vote on the 
merger at the last regional school 
committee meeting. 

"We simply did not want to vote 
with one town not knowing what 
they were doing," said selectboard 
chair Peter d'EITico. 

D'Enico explained that while 
Shutesbmy may not wish to merge 
elementa1y schools, a vote is neces
sruy to allow the other towns in the 
region to merge. All fom towns in 
the region must vote for the measme 
in order for it to pass. 

"Nothing chru1ges unless all fom 
towns vote for it," explained mem
ber Julie Shively. 

In light of this, Shutesbmy must 
be prepru·ed with a position on the 
matter. According to d'EITico, due 
to a commmlication breakdown with 
the Shutesbmy government, the 
town was not aware the vote was to 

see LEVERETT page A4 

Preview: Town Elections 
By MIKE JACKSON nounced they will seek re-election, 

and no challengers have yet identi
FRANKLIN COUNTY - With fled themselves in those towns. 

town elections ru·ound the comer in 
April and May, candidates are filing 
their nonlination papers tllis month. 
We checked in with town clerks' of
fices to see what might be in store 
for voters. 

So far, Erving's Alt Johnson is 
the only standing selectboard mem
ber facing a race to keep his seat. 
His com1terpa1ts in Gill, Wendell, 
Leverett and Montague have all an-

Erving school committee chair 
Scott Bastarache and George 
"Moonlight" Davis, who sits on the 
plan11ing boru·d, have both filed pa
pers to nm against Johnson. Papers 
must be filed by 5 p m. this Monday, 
March 14 in Erving. 

According to assistant town 
clerk Betsy Sicru·d, incumbents ru·e 
mnning unchallenged for all other 

see ELECTIONS page A3 

Erving Voters Approve 
Midyear Expenditures 
By KATIE NOLAN 

About 35 voters attended the 
Erving special town meeting Mon
day 11ight, and approved ten expen
diture a1ticles totaling $284,192. 
All of the expenditmes were 
fonded either from free cash or by 
transferring money from other pre
viously approved line items. 

The meeting approved $40,000 
for roadwork at the Pan Am road 
crossing at 45 East Main Street. 
Selectboru·d chair William Bem
bmy said that, under a 1972 
agreement, the town is liable for 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

crossing upgrades. Faced with a 
required $300,000 safety upgrade, 
the board negotiated with Pan Aln 
and Eiving Industries, resulting in 
Erving Industries paying the ma
j01ity of the cost. 

The meeting approved $88,000 
for two new police cmisers, replac
ing two older ones. One of the older 
cmisers, which has a canine cage 
installed, will be ''handed down" 
to the animal control officer. Po
lice chief Ch1is Blair noted that 
the new vehicles would be "small 
SUVs - V6s, not gas guzzlers." 

see ERVING page A4 

Sun, Wind, Gas: Energy Politics 
Heat Up Across Massachusetts 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

BOSTON - This sp1ing the lead
ership of the state legislature plans 
to bring fo1wru·d a much-anticipat
ed Omnibus Energy Bill. The bill, 
which is being crafted by the lead
ership in the House of Representa
tives, will include provisions per
taining to solru·, wind, hydroelectric, 
and natural gas power. 

Much of the attention in recent 
weeks has focused on House speak
er Robe1t DeLeo's suppo1t for off
shore wind. The issue has been on 
hold since the demise of the much 
debated "Cape Wind" project last 
year, but DeLeo has hinted that the 

House bill will propose a competi
tive process to subsidize wind proj
ects fmther offshore. 

Governor Charlie Baker, on the 
other hand, has tended to be more 
supportive of hydroelectiic power, 
including ''hydro" from Canada. 

The legislation will no doubt 
consider policy in the context of the 
state's greenhouse gas enlission tar
gets, known as GWS (Global Wrum
ing Solutions Act). The 2008 law 
that set these standards requires that 
the commonwealtl1 reduce green
house enlissions between 10% ru1d 
25% below 1990 levels by 2020, ru1d 
80% below tl1em by 2050. 

see ENERGY page AS 

Ice Cream, Gems - and a Space with Gas 
By JEN HOLMES 

TURNERS FALLS - Long noted for its vacant 
storefronts, tl1e downtown will be looking busier tl1an 
ever tllis sp1ing. Two new businesses have rented 
space on and off tl1e Avenue, and plan to open tl1eir 
doors in coming months. Meanwhile, property owners 
ru·e seeking tenants for new commercial spaces. 

The Count1y Creemee, fo1merly located on Mill
ers Falls Road across from the Tumers Falls Airpo1t, 
is moving to Avenue A, ru1d scheduled to open some
time in Ap1il. 

Co-owners Cynthia Aheru11 and Robyn Mason said 
they have a lot of work ahead of them to get the 23-
year-old business up ru1d nmning in its new location 
after the very unexpected move, but tl1at the Creemee 
will be open as soon as possible. They plan to shru·e 
more details with the public once tl1eir new setup is 
more settled. 

Ahearn and Mason signed tl1e lease witl1 tl1e Franklin 
County Regional Housing ru1d Redevelopment Author
ity (HRA) just last week, ru1d tl1e orgrulization is pleased 
to have such a beloved local business move into their 
last remaining spot in tl1e llisto1ic Crocker Building. 

Most recent!J home to the boutique Dusk, this 
Third Street building will soon host Tangible Bliss. 

tl1eirs, tliat tl1e public really suppo1ts." 

"We're really excited about having them as tenants, 
and overall just excited to have tl1e Creemee down
town," said Frances Pheeny, executive director of tl1e 
HRA. "Especially with an established business such as 

The addition of the Country Creemee fills the last 
remaining vacancy in the Crocker Building, wllich pro
vides storefront space for Gruy's Coins & Antiques on 
Avenue A, MCTV on Second Sti·eet, and rent-subsi
dized aprutments upstairs. 

see DOWNTOWN page AS 

Peer Mediation at the Middle School: 
Transformative, on Both Sides of the Table 

Mediators (l-r) Emi!J Young, A!Json Murp~ Amber Taylor, Allison Wheeler, 
Catherine Bezio, Katie Graves, and Josh Galvin are among those who help their 

peers resolve conflicts in a pioneeringprogram at Great Falls Middle School. 

By LEE WICKS 

TURNERS FALLS - There's 
a peer mediation progrrun at Great 
Falls Middle School that is helping 
students resolve problems without 

adult inte1vention. It won't work 
for eve1y disagreement - conflicts 
that escalate to hitting and violence 
require involvement with teachers 
and administrators - but hurt feel
ings, jealousy, misunderstandings, 

and complaints against teachers 
and coaches have all been success
fully mediated by a well-ti·ained and 
enormously dedicated group of stu
dents. 

There are ground mies. Pruticipa
tion requires two full days of ti·ain
ing (for which students are required 
to make up nlissed school work), 
and weekly meetings. 

Mediators must learn to stay 
calm, listen without judgment, wait 
patiently for answers, and lead peo
ple to a resolution without suggest
ing the answer. 

They practice between sessions, 
looking for ways to improve. They 
make up scenarios, correct one an
other, enjoy experiencing different 
points of view. 

Last yeru· eleven students re
ceived trai11ing, bringing the total 
number of mediators to fomteen. 

The state-funded progrrun is 11111 

see MEDIATION page AS 

Peace Activist Makes Case in Greenfield 
For Democratic Israeli-Palestinian State 
By DAVID DETMOLD 

GREENFIELD - Jeff Halper, a 
US-born anthropologist living in Je
msalem with dual American-Israeli 
citizenship, is an miapologetic mem
ber of the dwindling but still active 
left in Israel, where he co-founded 
the Israeli Comnlittee Against 
House Demolitions in 1997. 

Halper has often taken prut in 
acts of nonviolent civil disobedience 
against what he views as the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. He 
has been aITested many times for 
attempting to block bulldozers en
gaged in tlle demolition of some of 
the 18,000 Palestinian homes tllat 
Israeli milita1y and civilian autl101i
ties have leveled in the West Brulk 
and Gaza since 1968, in continu
ation of a policy begun under the 

British mandate in Palestine. 
The demolition of Palesti11ian 

homes is a tactic alternately viewed 
as a necessa1y counter-teITorism 
measure by Israeli authorities, or an 
illegal means of collective pm1ish
ment and lru1d seizure by the United 
Nations and c1itics oflsrael. 

During an hom-long speech in 
front of about 50 people on Monday 
at Greenfield Community College's 
Downtown Center, Halper men
tioned that tlle Caterpillru· corpora
tion, manufacturer of giru1t rumored 
bulldozers used in house demolitions 
in the Palestinian teITitories, was one 
of tl1e first tai·gets of the growing in
ternational crunpaign of boycotts and 
divestinent in protest oflsrael's poli
cies towru·d Palesti11ians. 

Halper was tlle only Israeli to 
take prut in the first international 
flotilla challenging the blockade of 

Jeff Halper, in a 2010 photo. 

Gaza in 2008. He was arrested for 
tllat activity as well. 

Halper is on a speaking tour of 
Alne1ica in suppo1t of his newest 
book, War Against the People, 

see HALPER page A6 
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At Least Put A Lock 
On The Thing 

It seems that Turners Falls has 
more to offer visitors with each 
passing month, so we hesitate to 
dwell on the negative. But one curi
osity in pruticular needs addressing: 
a ce1tain giant building has now 
been collapsing for a full ten years, 
and is a danger to the public. 

The Griswold Cotton Mill on 
Power Street, one of the village's 
anchor employers in its industrial 
heyday, ended up as a department 
store, Rockdale's, and then a dis
count store, Railroad Salvage. 
The building is still known lo
cally as the Railroad Salvage, and 
many locals still fondly remember 
shopping and working there. 

A number of obstacles have 
impeded the reuse of the building 
since the store's closure: Turners 
is off the beaten path. The build
ing is wedged between the power 
canal and the river. 

Besides water, the site is com
pletely smrntmded by the prop
e1ty of the power company, First
Light Power Resources, and any 
redevelopment or demolition will 
rely on FirstLight's cooperation. 
A smaller building, the "annex" 
along the canal, is in better shape, 
but even hooking that building up 
with basic utilities will require 
digging on FirstLight land. 

An unknown number of indus
trial poisons hide among the wood
en planks, bricks, glass, iron rods, 
and debris of the main building, 
and there is a fear that chemicals 
disturbed during demolition could 
wash straigl1t into the Connecticut 
River through a poorly-mapped 
lattice of underground drains. 

Several successive owners 
have been unable to realize their 
dreams for the prope1ty. 

In Febrnaiy 2006, a section 
of the main building's roof fell 
through five stories into its base
ment. That May, sections of exte
rior wall staited to topple. 

Power Street was closed for 
three years, and eventually re
opened. The town has ordered 
the building be secured, and for 
years a chain-link fence, topped 
with barbed wire, enclosed both 
the main building and annex, pro
tecting them from all but the most 
deliberate trespassers. 

The prope1ty was since split 
into two lots, and last yeai· the 
town of Montague took the annex 
building for back taxes owed. The 
main strncture is cmTently owned 
by a single-member limited liabil
ity corporation known as Solu-
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tions Consulting LLC. 
Solutions Consulting was 

formed on July 24, 2013, and on 
August 1 of that year, it purchased 
the property for $200. Though 
Jeanne Golrick of Millers Falls 
is apparently the sole remaining 
member of the LLC, the company 
lists as its principal office a mail
box at a UPS Store, 90 nliles away 
in Wakefield, MA. 

In its corporate filings, Solutions 
describes its corporate character 
this way: "Independent consultants 
hrumonize their speciaties [sic] to 
provide creative solutions to indi
viduals." 

Ve1y few specialties seem to 
have been ha1monized, and ve1y 
few solutions cooked up, for the 
Railroad Salvage building over 
the last two and a half years. The 
gate (as of Sunday afternoon) was 
wide open, and the site seems to be 
in use as a dump for automotive, 
industrial and household trash. We 
watched as a curious older couple 
rode their bicycles right in. 

Whatever motive may have led 
to Golrick's involvement with this 
building, she is not to blame for 
its miserable condition, and most 
likely lacks the talent or connec
tions to do anything about it. So
lutions Consulting LLC also hap
pens to be behind on its taxes, but 
the town is in no rnsh to become 
responsible for the disaster. 

Abandoned by industiy and sti
fled by power, the tlling is a public 
nuisance, and will almost ce1tainly 
require public money in one fo1m 
or another to dismantle safely. 

The Griswold Mill is pa1t of the 
legacy of the power company that 
built Turners Falls and dug its ca
nal. Perhaps its successor could be 
convinced to pitch in. 

The ve1y least that can be done 
in the meantime - if all pa1ties ai·e 
hoping to kick the can down the 
road for younger people to deal 
with when they ai·e older - is to 
ensure that its fence is repaired 
and its gate locked. 

There is a popular fascination 
with, and aestheticization of, in
dustrial rnins, and locally the Rail
road Salvage building has become 
an icon of decline, the subject of 
sculpture, a1t and photography. 

If something ten'ible happens to 
some hapless explorer, it does not 
matter whether p11vate or public 
neglect should be held to blame. 
We will all be responsible for look
ing the other way, and for failing to 
face the problems of the present. 
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NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATION 

Lener to ~he Editors 
Importance of Recording 

I just read the coITection in this 
week's Reporter about comments 
incoITectly atti'ibuted at the Gill 
Special Town meeting. Here is an
other great example of why it is im
p01tant to have meetings recorded. 

Thanks to MCTV for host
ing Gill programming online on 

Vimeo, making it possible to get 
the straight scoop. I am still facing 
opposition from some town mem
bers who don't want to talk into the 
mic or don't understand why it is 
impo1tant. 

Thanks to Steve Damon, who 
did a great job as mic mnner and 

helping folks understand why it is 
important while I was juggling with 
our fabulous new AV system. 

By the way, I could use more 
help. Anybody out there? 

Janet Masucci 
Gill Cable Commission 

Municipally Owned Cable: GUEST 
EDITORIAL The Time is Now to Build the Future 

By CHARLES KELLEY 

MONTAGUE - A municipally 
owned fiber-optic cable system 
is a ve1y new concept in a ve1y 
complicated technological field. 
The communities of tllis area must 
have tllis technology to survive 
and thrive in these ve1y uncertain 
economic times. 

Ve11zon and Comcast, operators 
of twisted pair and coaxial copper 
cable systems, will not build a fi
ber-optic cable system. In fact, they 
view tlle introduction of a town
wide municipally owned fiber-optic 
cable system as the worst-case sce
nario because it introduces compe
tition, which is good news for the 
Internet se1vice consmner. 

The only way for these commu
nities to achieve tlle economic and 
techilical promise of town-wide 
mmlicipally owned fiber-optic ca
ble systems is to build the systems 
themselves. 

When a municipality builds a fi
ber-optic cable system in an area al
ready served by an established cable 
operator, it is called an overbuild; 
the competing cable operator (the 
mmlicipality) is tlle overbuilder. All 
cable licenses in Massachusetts are 
nonexclusive and ru·e open to com
petition. 

To the Internet service consumer, 
choosing between copper or fiber 
would be like choosing between 
leasing a '90s Ford SUV with 
200,000 miles for $120 a month, or 
owning a new, fully loaded Shelby 
Mustang for $40 a montll. Today's 
consmners are highly motivated 
compru·ative shoppers, and when 
given tlle choice tlley will inva11-
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ably make the right one. 
There is a I'ich local histo1y of this 

area's farmers working cooperative
ly together. They owned their fa1ms, 
but raised their barns communally. 
Similarly, each municipality could 
own its fiber system assets, which 
would be held and administrated by 
tlle town's Municipal Light Plant 
(MLP). 

The local collaboration between 
neighbo1111g communities such as 
Greenfield and Leyden or Mon
tague, Gill and Erving would be 
done between the towns' MLPs. A 
more encompassing regional ap
proach would be unwieldy and col
lapse under its own weight. 

Suppose Greenfield's MLP goes 
fo1wru·d with an overbuild. Leyden's 
MLP could join economic forces 
with Greenfield and come up with 
a plan to provide botll COilllllUIU

ties witll a fiber-optic system. This 
system could be operated by a lo
cal company such as Crocker Com
munications. The over $200,000 
in annual revenue that the Leyden 
subsc11bers would generate would 
easily cover the financial and opera
tional costs witll a smplus that could 
go back to the towns' subsc11bers as 
rate decreases. 

There are also federal funding 
sources which the municipalities 
can apply for, such as tlle U1liversal 
Services Fm1d, which has four pro
grams: high cost (subsidizing the 
cost of services in mral areas); low 
income (including Lifeline and Link 
Up discounts for those in pove1ty); 
mral health cru·e (reduced rates to 
health care providers to ensure that 
tlley have similru· se1vice as urban 
counterpa1ts); and E-rate, which 

subsidizes telecommmlications ser
vice to schools and libraI'ies. 

Net Neuti·ality is the Internet's 
guiding principle. It prese1ves our 
right to commmlicate freely online. 
This is tlle definition of an open 
Internet. 

Net Neutrality is crncial to small 
business owners, staitups, and 
entrepreneurs, who rely on the open 
Internet to launch their businesses, 
create a mru·ket, adve1tise their 
products and se1vices, and disti'ibute 
products to customers. 

We need the open Internet to 
foster job growtll, competition, and 
innovation. Without Net Neutrality, 
the next Google will not get off tlle 
grom1d. Ten lawsuits designed to gut 
Net Neutrality have been filed, and 
both the House and Senate appro
p11ations committees have passed 
bills contaiiling 11ders to sabotage 
the Net Neutrality mies. 

Only a municipally owned, town
wide fiber-optic cable system can 
protect Net Neuti·ality and qualify 
for federally funded programs. 

We are living iii tiuly excitiI1g 
times, and the inti·oduction of this 
new techI1ology and se1vice has tlle 
potential to transfo1m our lives for 
the better. Competition in tlle mar
ketplace ensures that everyone can 
enjoy tlle 11de on the superinfo1ma
tion highway. 

When tlle door of oppo1tunity 
opens, no one will push you through 
- if anything, you'll get shoved 
aside. The time is now to build the 
future. 

Mr. Kelley lives in 
the Patch, and is a town 

meeting member for Precinct 6. 
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~ Council also invites the public to an 
~ open house and celebration from 
ln 4 to 6 p.m. You will learn the lat
=> 
;;! est info on river restoration and hy-

LOCAL BRIEFS 

~ droelectric relicensing; watch rock 
; carving demos; and view the histor
< ic journals and sketches on display. 
0 
~ Come meet fellow river lovers, 
!!! staff, volunteers, and tmstees and 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The town of Montague had a 
48% registered voter turnout for 
the 2016 presidential primary on 
March 1. There were 2,302 Demo
cratic and 589 Republican voters. 
In 2012, primaiy tmnout was 12%, 
and in 2008 it was 45%. 

Other towns we heai·d from were 
Gill with 57.9 %, and Erving with 
40.7% registered voter turnout. 
The town clerk's office in Montague 
finished counting for the evening at 
2:30 a.m. last Wednesday morning. 

Remember "spring forward, fall 
back"? Then set your clocks ahead 
an hour this Saturday night! 

Have you ever eaten bear 
golumpki, or venison Salisbmy 
steak, or stroganoff made with 
moose meatballs? If you haven't, 
then take a walk on the wild side 
and come to Franklin County Tech
nical School's 15th Annual Fins, 
Feathers and Fur Wild Harvest 
Dinner, where these and other ex
otic dishes will be se1ved. 

The dinner, sponsored by the 
school's Fins, Feathers and Fur 
Club, will be held this Friday, 
Mai·ch 11, from 6 to 8 p m. at the 
Tech School. Diners are asked to 
give a $25 donation. 

Besides moose, bear and venison, 
the game dinner will feature appe
tizers and main courses that include 
recipes made from turkey, pheasant, 
haddock, shrimp, ham, lamb, and 
more. The meat is donated by Mas
sachusetts Environmental Police, 
private donors, and FCTS culinaiy 
a1ts instrnctor ChefBenjainin Pike. 

Tickets may be rese1ved by 
emailing Pike at BPike@FCTS.org. 

ELECTIONS from page A 1 

offices. Etving's annual town meet
ing will be held Monday, May 2, 
and the town election is May 4. 

Across the river in Wendell, 
where notnination papers are also 
due this coming Monday, incum
bents appear to be mnning unchal
lenged for selectboard, board of 
health, planning boai·d, moderator, 
constable, and library tmstees, but 
there are at least three contested 
positions. 

Cemete1y comtnissioner Rich
ard Mackey faces a challenge from 
Jon Bowers. Both men ar·e also 
mnning for a second seat: Mackey 
against Wayne Leonard, for road 
comtnissioner; and Bowers against 
incumbent ti·ee warden Peter Zera. 

Town clerk Gretchen Smith says 
that there is a vacancy on the board 
of assessors, and one on the school 

He urges people who want to attend 
the Wild Ha1vest Dinner to rese1ve 
their spots eai·ly, since the event 
tends to sell out. 

DIAL/SELF Youth and Com
munity Services will host a benefit 
Trivia Night on Saturday, March 
12 at the Greenfield Moose Lodge. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. and the com
petition begins at 7:30. 

Bring your own snacks, and mon
ey for the cash bai·. A 50/50 raffle 
will be held in addition to a few other 
smprise prizes. Enny fee is $10 per 
person for teams up to ten players. 

Learn the art of pruning blue
berry bushes on Sunday, March 
12, sta1ting at 9 a m. The Leverett 
Trails Committee invites you to 
learn pmning techniques from Joe 
Sincuk while helping get the town
owned Gordon King Blueberries 
ready for summer ha1vest. Bring 
gloves and hand clippers if you 
have them. 

Drive in at the gate just south of 
101 Shutesbury Road. The Leverett 
Trails Committee is cosponsored 
by the Leverett Conservation Com
mission and the Rattlesnake Gutter 
Tmst. 

Learn what's at stake for our 
rivers. World Water Day is Wednes
day, March 16. 

Andy Fisk, executive director of 
the Connecticut River Watershed 
Council, will talk about the river, 
from its source to our local river, as 
pait of the Home School Science 
classes at Carnegie Libra1y in Tmn
ers Falls at 1:15 pm. 

For more infom1ation, call (413) 
863-3214. 

On the same day, the Watershed 

collllnittee. "I'd like to see some 
people step up for the vacancies in 
the assessor and school collllnittee 
positions," she said. "It's a valu
able and rewar·ding experience." 

Wendell's election will be held 
May 2. 

Leverett uses a different model 
for its elections than other local 
towns. Holders of elected office in
dicate in the town newsletter wheth
er they want to nm again; an event 
called a Candidate's Night is held, 
for interested patties to inti·oduce 
themselves to voters and discuss is
sues; and elections ai·e held from the 
floor at the annual town meeting. 

Most incmnbents plan to mn, 
though Kip Fonsh is retiring from 
his school committee seat; cur
rently, only two people are mnning 
for three seats. Candidate's Night 
is on Tuesday, March 29 at town 

share your river stories. 
The celebration will be at the 

Council's office at 15 Bank Row 
in Greenfield, and is free and open 
to the public. Refreshments will 
be se1ved. Call (413) 772-2020 for 
more info1mation. 

Join William Dean, author, ama
teur photographer, and nature enthu
siast, on Wednesday, March 16, from 
7 until 8:30 pm., for an amazing 
look at the Barton Cove eagle nest 
during recent breeding seasons. This 
multimedia program takes place at 
N01thfield Mountain Recreation and 
Environmental Center. 

The Barton Cove nest has been 
unusually productive during the 
past few seasons, with two to three 
eaglets successfully fledged. This 
program will provide a beautiful 
look at these eagles with a photo 
and video presentation, interspersed 
with stories and observations. High
lights of other regional eagle nests 
will also be included. Mr. Dean en
joys sharing his passion for these 
remarkable birds that he has photo
graphed and obse1ved for the past 
nine years. Please visit his website 
at ,-vww. cutloosewildlife. com. 

This event is free and is appro
priate for ages 10 and older. No pre
regisn·ation is required. 

The Communities That Cai·e Co
alition's Coordinating Council and 
Community Action Youth Programs 
invite you to save the date for Com
munity Voices on Youth Substance 
Use on Thursday, March 17, from 
to 3 to 5 p m. at the Greenfield High 
School Cafeteria. 

The two organizations have re
cently completed a series of focus 
groups with dozens of youth and 
parents, as well as inte1views with 
nearly fifty community stakeholders 

hall, following the town budget 
hearing. 

Town clerk Lisa Sti·atford en
courages residents to come to Can
didate's Night, even ifno elections 
are expected to be contested. It's a 
good way to get a sense of who's 
who in town govermnent, and there 
are usually vacancies in appointed 
offices, "if someone's interested in 
giving the town a hand." 

Leverett's annual town meeting 
takes place Saturday, April 30 at 
9 a m. at the Leverett Elementa1y 
School. 

No1nination papers in Montague 
are available until March 24, and 
are due March 28. Town clerk Deb 
Bourbeau said that, as of this week, 
Chris Boutwell did not seem to be 
facing any challengers for his seat 
on the town selectboard. 

Montague's variation on the 

in schools, law enforcement, treat
ment and recovery. 

Community Action Youth Pro
grams is in the process of creating 
"digital sto1ytelling" videos that 
capture some of the youth perspec
tives shai·ed in the focus groups. 
Community Action looks forward 
to sharing the videos and the study 
results with you, and hearing your 
reactions and feedback. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Church, located at 84 K Street, 
Turners Falls, will be holding an 
Easter Bazaar on Saturday, March 
19 between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
2pm. 

Stop by ai1d e1tjoy crafts, items 
from Polai1d, religious gifts, baked 
goods, Polish foods, raffles, lunch, 
and much more. For more info1ma
tion, call William at (413) 367-2402. 

Enjoy a night of romance and 
laughs, both designed to tug at your 
hea1t strings and make you cry with 
laughter with the Franklin County 
School Tech Players. The event is at 
the newly reopened Shea Theater in 
downtown Turners Falls on March 
18 and 19, starting at 6:30 pm. 

Enjoy the 9 Worst Break-Ups of 
All Time by Ian McWethy. You think 
your breakup was bad? Eve Tonsil, 
an employee of the nonprofit com
pany "Relationships for a Better To
moITow," is here to take you on a 
tour of the nine worst break-ups of 
all time, from the Cro-Magnon era 
to the Civil War, to a smattering of 
modem-day break-ups. 

Stick ai·ound for That's Not How 
I Remember It by Don Zolidis. Mom 
and Dad love to tell the sto1y of how 
they met in 1986 - "pretty much the 
most awesome year ever." Trouble 
is, they remember their courtship 
completely differently ... 

For information, call (413) 863-
9561 ext. 233. Admission is $5 for 
students and senior citizens, and $7 
for adults. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 

standard model is its representative 
town meeting. Of the 126 seats on 
this body, the highest governing au
thority in town, 23 are vacant, and 
so far· only 7 people have pulled 
no1nination papers for those seats. 
(Precincts 3, 4, 5 and 6 are on track 
for a sho1tage.) 

Montague's town election is 
Monday, May 16. 

Gill's also takes place that day, 
but town clerk Lynda Hodsdon
Mayo said she was just getting 
sta1ted this week. "I just decided 
not to have it overlap with the pres
idential primaiy," she explained. 

No one has yet taken out 
no1nination papers in Gill. Randy 
Crochier has indicated to the 
Reporter that he intends to mn 
again for his seat on the 
town selectboard. II 
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Uy OWned Since 191 

269 High Street - Greenfield 
(413) 773-9639 

Local 
Farmer-Owned 

Products for the home, 
farm, pets, yard & garden 

If you 
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it 

We GOT it! 

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

• System 2000 
(Energy Kinetics) 

• Thermo Pride 
• Weil-JVIcLain 
• Other Major Brands 
• Expert Burner Service 

(413) 773-3622 

Great Falls Middle 
School Students 

of the Week 

week ending 3/4/2016: 

Grade 6 
Samantha Th01pe 

Olivia Delisle 

Grade 7 
Sonjai Rathore 

Grade 8 
Brian Poirier 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Ownel· 

\Y~ntHFitl#Z. 
,.....\.)- Sii«e 1910 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413. 775.3327 - Cell 
frankd_7 4@yahoo.com 

:,,: 

.ADIATOR = 
General Auto Repair 

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS 
and HEAVYEQUIPMENT 

Foreign and Domestic 
Propane Route 2, Gil 
Filli!)g 863-4049 1-800-439-404 

•tJil11 PICKLES I 
Naturall~ Fermented & Raw 

Available at 
Upinngil and Food City!-

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

jfrencb J!tng 
3ll.e~taurant & fflot.el 

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M. 
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BOTTLES & CANS 
Week ofMru·ch 14 

in Montague 

more info? call: 863-2054 

NANCY L. D□LE 
BOOKS & EPHEMERA 

at◊~ 
20 State Street, 
Bucklandside 

Shelburne Falls 
413-625-9850 

ndole@crocker.com 
closed Mondays 

:Nina's Jf ook, 
11niquities, 
Jrivofities, 

11n-necessariums 
~ Creative items ~ 
iJ 6rineine U 

, joy to {{fe , 
Open Thursday-Saturday 

12-5 pm gr by app't 

12SA Avenue A Turners Falls 
413.834.8800 

www.ninasnook.com 

~GREEN 

~RIVER 
ZEN CENTER 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

Free 
Everyone Welcome 

www. green nverzen. org 
(413) 695-8786 

W410N 
WHEEL 

Breakfast, 
Lunch & Dinner 

Homemade 
Ice Cream 

Route 2 
Over In Gill 
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Two fire depa1tment vehicles 
were approved: a $44,000 fire de
pa1tment command/utility vehicle, 
and a $60,000 brush buck. Fire chief 
Philip Wonkka said that the com
mand/utility vehicle would be parked 
at the fire station. 

The meeting approved $25,000 
for upgraded Internet cabling at Er
ving Elementa1y School. School 
committee chair Scott Bastarache 
said that the state is mandating that 
all testing be online, and the school's 
cmrent cable system (approximately 
13 years old) does not have the ca
pacity to suppo1t that. 

The meeting approved $5,500 
for interior/exterior repair and pip
ing at the senior/co1mnunity center. 
Senior center director Paula Betters 
explained that dmi.ng the building's 
first year of operation, because of 
lack of insulation, the interior plmnb
ing line for the exterior spigot froze 
and water flooded pait of the build
ing. The general conn-actor for the 
building returned ai1d worked to re
pair the leaks, but when the exterior 
spigot was used this year, the leaks 
were still present. 

"We didn't know it wasn't fixed 
c01rectly until this yeai-,'' Betters 
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said. Asked whether the general con
n·actor could be responsible for the 
cost, Betters said that the conn·actor 
filed for bai1kmptcy four yeai·s ago. 

Betters said she based the $5,500 
a1ticle on the estimate from one 
plumber, but would seek several 
estimates before proceeding with 
the work. 

Other items approved were: 
• $17,292 for two the1mal imag

ers for the fire depa1tment 
• $3,200 for two overhead roofs at 

the senior/community center exits 
• $ 1,200 for a floor buffer at the 

senior/community center. 
The meeting also n·ansfeITed 

$63,828 in receipts from Comcast to 
the public, educational and govern
ment (PEG) access and cable fund. 

Bembmy noted that the newly 
formed cable access committee 
would meet for the first time on 
Wednesday, Mai·ch 9. 

George Moonlight Davis led the 
meeting in a round of applause for 
selectboai·d chair William Bembmy, 
who has been volunteering four hom-s 
a day since July to help cover the 
tasks usually hai1dled by the vacant 
administrative coordinator 
position. u 

NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD 

Treasurer Appointment 
Debate Heats Up 

By KATIE NOLAN 

Treasmer Mai·garet Sullivan, who 
intends to retire when her term ends 
in May 2017, published ai1 article in 
the March Around Town newsletter 
stating that an aiticle chai1ging the 
n·easurer position from elected to ap
pointed will appear on the waffant 
for the annual town meeting and that 
a similar ballot item will appeai· on 
the May 2016 town election ballot. 

The aiticle began, "What is the 
difference between an Elected and 
an Appointed Treasurer? An elect
ed position means that the treasurer 
must be a registered voter; an ap
pointed position means that the 
Treasurer is appointed by the Board 
of Selectmen and is an employee of 
the Town of Erving. 

"Additionally, elected officials 
ai·e exempt from the town's Person
nel Policy ai1d appointed officials 
must follow it." 

On March 7, selectboard member 
Arthur Johnson said he had received 
calls from townspeople asking why 
the question was on the drnft ai1-
nual town meeting wairnnt when the 
saine aiticle had been defeated at the 
last town meeting. "People on the 
floor [of town meeting] have ah'eady 
hashed it out," he said. 

"I have the saine concerns," 
selectboard member Jacob Smith 
said, "regardless of my personal 
opinion." 

Selectboai·d chair William Bem
bmy said, "I'm a fum believer in an 
elected position. We voted on this 

three times in the past six years ... 
Eve1y time, they say 'No'." 

Commenting about Sullivan's 
Around Town aiticle, finance com
mittee chair Daniel Haimnock said, 
"there's a fine line between info1m
ing people about what's going on, 
and taxpayers' money being spent 
to suppo1t one side or another of an 
argument." 

Assistant assessor and Around 
Town editor Jacqueline Boyden 
agreed, saying, "You can't advo
cate an issue one way or the other 
in Around Town." She said that it 
was implied in the minutes from a 
recent selectboard meeting that the 
appointment article "was on the 
table," and an article to that effect 
had been placed on the draft of the 
ATM wairnnt. 

She said that Sullivan had submit
ted her article to the newsletter, and 
it had been p1inted unchanged. 

Boyden recommended that the 
selectboai·d write a rebuttal for the 
next issue, stating that the board did 
not intend to place an aiticle regai·d
ing appointing the n·easurer on the 
ATM wairant. 

Bembmy said the board would 
provide an aiticle before the next 
deadline. 

Boyden noted that, if the issue 
is not decided at the 2016 aimual 
town meeting, "the next time we 
get to vote on it is four years from 
now," because a newly-elected 
treasurer would be able to se1ve out 
the three-yeai· term. 

Town clerk Richard Newton 

LEVERETT from page A 1 

take place. 
"There is a dysfunction in the 

politics of the town, and now it 
is spreading to the region," said 
d'EITico. 

Fmther frusn·ation was ex
pressed over the way Shutesbmy is 
handling budget negotiations within 
the regional middle and high school 
district. 

"Shutesbmy wants to offload 
onto the other three towns," said 
d'EITico. 

The budget discussion centers 
on whether to move from the cur
rent method of assessment of each 
town's shai·e of the district expens
es, which uses a five-year average 
school enrollment from each town, 
towai·d moving to the state's "statu
t01y" method, which weighs a mea
sure of wealth. Shutesbmy is push
ing to move closer to the statuto1y 
method. 

"They get twice as much state 
money as us," Shively said. ''That's 
why they want to move closer to the 
statut01y method. The government 
simply thinks they are poorer." 

Shively explained her position 
on the matter: "In the long mn, if 
Shutesbmy gets their way, there 
will be significant cuts." 

A spokesperson from Shutes
bmy, town adminisn·ator Rebecca 
ToITes, said Shutesbmy doesn't 
have the same suppo1t for merging 
their elementa1y schools as Lever
ett. "We are simply in a different 
place," ToITes said. "Shutesbmy 
doesn't feel there ai·e the same ben
efits to the town as Leverett." 

While Shutesbmy has been 
aware of the possibility of a merger, 
and has been part of the ongoing 
process, their school c01mnittee 
doesn't fully suppo1t the idea, Tor
res said. A representative at the last 
regional school committee meeting 
thanked the other towns for work
ing with Shutesbmy during the on
going process. 

Under Two Authorities 
Roy Kimmel presented for the 

Council on Aging and discussed 
transpo1tation issues in Leverett. 
Ctmently, Leverett is not allowed 
to be pa1t of two transportation au
thorities, but residents see a need 
for transpo1tation both to Amherst 
using the PVTA and to Greenfield 
using FRTA. A bill cuffently in the 
state legislature, H3028, would 
allow the town to join both transit 
authorities. 

"Cmrently, we caimot get to 

asked, "If someone gets elected and 
does an abysmal job, how do you 
get them out?" 

Although the town passed a recall 
bylaw in 2014, assistant town clerk 
Betsy Sicard stated that it was stalled 
"in legislative limbo," waiting for 
approval by the state legislatme. 

School committee chair Scott 
Bastarache raised the possibility of 
changing the term from three years 
to one, allowing the town flexibil
ity to change the selection method 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Renaissance Excavating, Inc. 
~ 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main. Road., Gill 

Douglas Edson 413.863.4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834.2201 

SPIRITS, BREWS&: FINE WINES 
53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA 
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA 

New Location Now Open: 
6 Main Road, in Gill 
(formerly Jan's Package Store) 
Come check us out! 

Deerfield: (413) 665,2456 
Sunderland: (413) 665,5030 
Gill: (413) 863,5730 
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Greenfield by bus," Kimmel ex
plained. Kiirunel told the boai·d he 
has met resistance from the FRTA 
regarding possible membe1-ship. 

Wheelchair access is also an is
sue. "While it isn't a problem now, 
it might be in the future," Kiirunel 
explained. The possibility of using 
Uber was also discussed, with a fare 
of$12 each way to Greenfield. 

Leverett is waiting for the bill 
to pass to move forwai·d with the 
FRTA. 

Other Business 
There is a safety issue at the 

Shutesbmy Hill Road inte1-section. 
Tom Hailkinson investigated the 
inte1-section pe1-sonally, and told the 
boai·d he felt a Yield sign for cross
ing traffic would solve the problem. 
Because n·affic c01ning down the 
hill would find it hai·d to stop in cer
tain conditions, the board discussed 
signage in other locations. 

"Signage will simply assign 
blaine for accidents; it won't stop 
the accidents," said d'EITico. 

Margie McGi1mis will look into 
the process for sign placement ai1d 
state regulations regarding new 
sn·eet signage. 

Bai·bai·a Tiner, of Montague, sent 
a letter to the board explaining her 
role in opposition to the pipeline ai1d 
Leverett's role in the matter. While 
the pipeline would not pass through 
Leverett, the town has signed on in 
opposition to the constI11ction of the 
pipeline. 

In her letter, Tiner explained that 
some towns in the area have bylaws 
in place for the pm-pose of reducing 
the impact of constiuction of major 
projects like the pipeline. D'EITico 
raised concerns that Leverett did 
not have such laws. 

Montague has been designated 
as an intervenor in Depaitment of 
Public Utilities heatings over Berk
shire Gas' conn·act for gas from the 
pipeline, and other towns are being 
asked to help defray its expenses. 

Tiner will need to present to the 
Leverett planning boai·d and will 
need to have a request for a mone
ta1y contI1bution ready for the Lev
erett budget heating on March 29. 

The Cemete1y Association is ap
plying for a grant to paitially rehab 
Leverett's cemeteries. The select
boai·d signed on in suppo1t of the 
grant. 

The Leverett selectboard's next 
meeting will be Mai-di 22. A bud
get heating will be held March 29, 
followed by Candidates' 

Night. u 
if needed. 

Finai1ce committee member Eu
gene Klepadlo suggested that the 
selectboai·d hold an info1mational 
meeting "to educate people exactly 
why you think it should be appointed 
and what is at stake." 

The board decided to remove the 
a1ticle from the draft wairant and 
to hold an inf01mational meeting in 
September to solicit feedback from 
citizens about the issue. 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNrn and DINN[R 

2q Federal St.. Greenfield 
773-0331 / thepeoplespint.com 
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MEDIATION from page A 1 
in pa1tnership with Debbie Lynangale of the 
Mediation Training Collaborative in Green
field, and staffed by mediation coordinator 
Scott Smith. Smith is a school administrator 
who came out of retirement to work with stu
dents again. 

He strides through the hallways as if he's 
worked there for decades. He gathers the stu
dent mediators for a weekly lunch/discussion, 
and without compromising anyone's confi
dentiality, the mediators have a chance to dis
cuss challenges, share ideas, and role-play. 

He also sits in at each mediation session. 
"I am so impressed by the maturity of these 
students," he says. "I watch them, and some
times my jaw drops with admiration." 

Fourteen students have been se1ved by the 
mediation program in te1ms of training and 
leadership, and according to Ms. Lynangale, 
approximately 60 young people have pa1tici
pated in some part of the mediation process 
this school year. 
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"On some occasions, the problem is mostly 
resolved before the mediation begins. Just be
ing willing to work on a solution begins to 
create the solution," Alyson says. 

Kate Graves, a seventh grader new to the 
program, says, "I originally wanted to do this 
to help others, but it has changed my life. 
When you walk down the hall and see two 
people as friends again, you see something 
you helped repair. It's a good feeling." 

Allison Wheeler, another eighth grader, 
smiled at Mr. Smith and said, "This is the best 
yeai· yet." She has done seven mediations so 
far, and in addition to the satisfaction of help
ing others, she also believes the program has 
brought her closer to her friends. 

AS 

She adds, "One could make the arguments 
that all the middle school students benefit 
from having heard about and seen mediation 
modeled. They know that there are options 
available to help work through fights or dis
agreements, and that people - both adults and 
peers - care about resolving issues." 

"You can hear in what the peer media
tors say about the program how impactful it 
is on them, and the students who paiticipate 
in mediations," says Annie Leonard, who is 
in her first year as the school's principal. "It's 
impo1tant to know that this is validated in re
search about what early educational experi
ences make for resilient adults." Great Falls Middle School peer mediator Allison Wheeler, second from le.ft, on a visit by 

Leonai·d cites four "protective factors" 
necessa1y for youth development, and ex
plains how the mediation prograin addresses 
all four. 

The Mediation and Training Collaborative (TMTC) to the State House January 26. Wheeler is 
joined by TMTC volunteer mediator Tasha Marsha/4 representative Steve Kulik, TMTC 

director Bet.ry Williams, and mediation specialist Scott Smith. 

benefit of their community. 

The mediation program is completely vol
unta1y; it's an option offered to students with 
a conflict to resolve. 

The first three are positive mindset ("shown 
in the way the mediators talk about practicing 
their craft and seeing mistakes as pait oflearn
ing"); relationships ("shown in the mutually 
suppo1tive ties between the mediators them
selves, and the mediators and Mr. Smith"); 
and self-care ("shown in how the mediators 
talk about learning to balance school work, 
mediations, spo1ts, ruts and other activities"). 

"I'm just proud to be pa1t of a school that 
recognizes how important it is to suppo1t stu
dents developing resilience in this way." 

Leonai·d's reference to self-cai·e emerged 
from one of the last questions during my 
group inte1view with the mediators. I asked 
the students what other activities they were 
engaged in, because I was curious to know if 
the peer mediation program allowed enough 
time for sp01ts or the a1ts. I anticipated that it 
would not, but I was wrong. 

play an instrnment. One is on the yearbook 
staff; another is a member of the gay/straight 
alliance; yet another belongs to the anti-cyber 
bullying group. They ride horses, dance, play 
softball and tennis, swim, and se1ve on the 
student council. I could not write fast enough 
to capture it all. 

Mediator Alyson Murphy, an eighth grader 
who has been with the program the longest, 
says most problems are resolved in a single 
45-minute meeting, as long as the pa1ticipants 
come with a sincere desire for resolution. 

When asked how they manage, most 
laughed and said it isn't hard if you give up 
sleeping. 

With the mediators' help, the paiticipants 
create a contract. It can call for action, or 
consist of a promise to avoid one another. 

The last protective factor, Leonai·d says, is 
purpose. She describes "the deep sense that 
these students have of needing, and wanting, 
to do something beyond themselves for the Most ai·e three-season athletes; many also 

But they didn't look tired. They looked 
energetic and resilient, and proud of 11!11 
themselves, as they should be. d 

ENERGY from page A 1 

However, the House leadership 
and the governor have also stressed 
the need to lower electricity costs 
to consumers, pointing out they ai·e 
among the highest in the nation. 

Will the legislature be able to both 
lower costs and save the planet? And 
will they be able to accomplish this 
by the end of April, the tai·get date 
for omnibus legislation? 

Solar G1idlock Continues 
The cmTent status of state solai· 

net metering legislation raises serious 
doubts about the legislature's abil
ity to reach an energy compromise. 
Net metering is a state program that 
subsidizes solar energy by compen
sating solar producers for electricity 
they produce. Producers receive sev
eral kinds of credits for the ainount 
of energy they generate above that 
which they use on a monthly basis. 

The net metering prograin has 
generated unexpectedly big increas
es in solai· production since 2010, 
but has also generated fierce opposi
tion from utilities and manufactuiing 
interests. The latter say the program 
increases already high electric costs, 
and that these costs are passed on to 
non-solar producers. 

The debate has come to a head 
because the largest utility, National 
Grid, has reached the limit, or "cap," 
in the amount of medimn and large
scale solai· it is required to compen
sate. There is now a long waiting 
list for solai· projects in the National 
Grid distribution ten'it01y. 

Legislation emerging from the 
state Senate has tended to be more 
solai·-friendly, while the House has 
been more concerned with lowe1ing 
costs and reducing subsidies. The 
proposals by Governor Baker have 
been somewhere in the middle. 

Last November, the Senate and 
House failed agree on compromise 
net mete1ing legislation, so the issue 
was sent to a conference committee. 
There was some hope that the issue 
would be resolved soon after the 
new yeai·, but that has not happened. 

Gridlock still prevails. 
The conference committee may 

kick the can down the road, passing 
a small increase in the cap in mid
March and saving the other net me
tering issues for the omnibus bill this 
sp1ing. The problem with this game 
plan is that it throws one of the most 
contentious issues in the energy de
bate, along with natui·al gas pipe
lines, into the omnibus bill. 

More Pipeline Hearings 
Speaking of pipelines, there will 

be another no doubt raucous hear
ing on Wednesday, March 30 at the 
Greenfield Middle School. This one 
concerns whether prope1ty own
ers who have refused to grant the 
pipeline company, Kinder Morgan 
/ Tennessee Gas Pipeline (TGP), 
smvey rights should be compelled 
by the state Depa1tment of Public 
Utilities (DPU) to do so. The DPU 
is holding six hearings arom1d the 
state on the issue. 

You can read the application 
online (DPU Docket #1603), or 
at the Carnegie Libra1y in Turners 
Falls. It makes interesting reading, 
to be sure. 

In addition to the standard ai·gu
ments for the pipeline - essentially 
that it will save us much money on 
om· utility bills, particulai·ly cost 
di'iven by winter "price spikes" - the 
application also includes a list of vir
tually eve1y prope1ty owner in the 
state who has denied TGP smvey 
rights. There ai·e also maps of each 
piece of prope1ty. 

We tend to think of opposition to 
pipelines as a western Massachusetts 
obsession, or depending on your 
view, passion. But the nmnber of 
prope1ty owners who have denied 
smvey rights in the eastern pait of 
the state - in places like Andover and 
Peabody - is tiuly smprising. 

On the other hand, the list shows 
only five Montague prope1ty own
ers who have refused smvey rights. 
The project in Montague passes 
primarily through electi·ic utility 
and state prope1ty. TGP actually 

moved the original proposed path 
to avoid a number of p11vately
owned properties, one of which is 
protected by state agricultural pro
tection prograin. 

One of the more interesting prop
erties on the list is the land owned 
by the power company FirstLight 
Power Resources. FirstLight denied 
the TGP smvey rights when it was 
owned by the energy giant Engie, 
fo1merly GDF Suez. 

Engie impo1ts liquefied natui·al 
gas to New England, and has ai·gued 
that imported LNG is a better alter
native to address winter p11ce spikes 
than gas piped underground from 
Pennsylvania. 

It was recently annom1ced that 
Engie is selling FirstLight to a Cana
dian fum, PSP Investinents. The new 
company declined to comment on 
the pipeline smvey issue when asked 
by the Reporter last week. 

You can also comment on the is
sue, either by attending the hea1ing 
on March 30 or sending your com
ments to the DPU's Siting Division 
(see instiuctions, pageA6). 

The DPU is also holding a heai·
ing on a request by the electric com
pany National Grid to enter into 20-
yeai· conti·acts with TGP for capacity 
on the proposed pipeline that mns 
through Franklin County. This is, in 
some ways, more significai1t than the 
smvey issue, because the contract 
brings TGP closer to filling the pro
posed pipeline. 

The problem for the pipeline com
pany has been that these contracts, 
called precedent agreements, ai·e the 
primaiy way - in some situations 
the only way - the Federal Energy 
Regulat01y Commission, which ap
proves pipelines, determines "need" 
or new infrastiuctui·e. 

Cmrent TGP conti·acts, which 
must be approved by the DPU, are 
prima11ly with local gas distribu
tors like Berkshire Gas. These have 
filled only 40% of the proposed 
pipeline (a requested capacity of 
1,200,000 dekathe1ms, or 1.2 billion 
cubic feet of capacity). The 100,000 

dekatherms requested by National 
Gi'id would b11ng the TGP up to ap
proximately 50%. 

This is a paiticularly conti·over
sial request because it comes from 
an electric company, not a gas dis
tribution company. Prior to last fall, 
electi'ic companies could not own 
electi'ic generators and could not 
pmchase the fuel these generators 
used. These resti'ictions were pait of 
legislation passed in 2008 designed 
to produce competitive markets. 

The generators, for the most part, 
did not find it in their economic inter
est to enter into long-term, or "finn," 
conti·acts with pipeline companies. 

Last October, the DPU mled 
that electric disti'ibution companies 
could enter into long-te1m conti·acts 
for natUI'al gas and pass the cost on 
to electi'icity customers through a fee 
known as a "tariff." That October 
mling is being appealed by a nmnber 
of stakeholders to the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Comt. 

The DPU heaiing on the National 
Gi'id request will be on March 10, 
the day of the publication of this 
newspaper, in Boston. There will 
be another hearing in Methuen on 
May 11. The DPU will accept wi'it
ten comments until that date. Docu
ments on the National Grid conti·act 
request appear on Dockets 16-05 and 
16-07 on the DPU website (click on 
"DPU File Room"). 

Shutesbury Solar Debate 
Legislative gridlock on net 

metering policy could impact local 
projects. 

Montague is in the ten'it01y of 
Eversomce, which still has some 
room for new projects under its cap. 
Not so with Shutesbmy, which has 
been discussing a 6-megawatt proj
ect on private land. Shutesbmy is in 
National Gi·id ten'ito1y. 

The Shutesbmy project, which 
is proposed for wooded land owned 
by the WD Cowls lumber company 
on Lake Sti·eet, has encom1tered 
stiff opposition from local residents. 
They have expressed concerns about 

the loss of trees and the di·ainage 
problems that might produce. 

The company says it has pre
served thousands of acres of forest 
land over the yeai·s, and that its prac
tices ai·e sustainable. Supporters of 
the project have pointed to the vir
tues of solar power and projected tax 
revenues to Shutesbmy. 

Deacon Bonner, chair of the 
town planning board, says that his 
committee has completed hea11ngs 
on the special pe1mit required for 
the project and is "grinding toward 
a decision." The board is still ac
cepting proposed conditions to the 
special permit. 

Meanwhile, there will be a pro
posed "solar bylaw" on the annual 
town meeting wairnnt this sp11ng. 
The bylaw would restrict ground
mounted solai· installations to ten 
acres. The proposed project, accord
ing to Bonner, is twenty acres. 

The town of Montague, on 
the other hand, will see a bylaw 
change on its annual town meet
ing that would perhaps be more 
solai·-friendly. This would allow 
grom1d-mounted solai· in the town's 
business and industi'ial districts by 
special pe1mit. The bylaw contains 
a sunset provision that would allow 
the town to limit the duration of this 
special pe1mit to twenty yeai·s. 

Montague has a major solai· 
project in the works that is not 
affected by current bylaws, but 
could be undermined by state 
mete11ng legislation. The town has 
conti·acted with Kearsage Energy of 
Wate1town to build a 6.4-megawatt 
solar ainy on its fo1mer landfill off 
Turnpike Road. 

Towi1 planner Walter Ramsey, in 
a letter approved by the town Se
lectboard to state legislators, warns 
that under the reduction in net me
te1ing reimbursements proposed by 
the House of Representatives, the 
project "may be in jeopai·dy." In ad
dition, Ramsey wained, Montague 
is in the te1ritory of Ever-
source, which is neai· its net 11. 
mete1ing cap. !I 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Open Every Day, 10 to 6 

goc>ICMZLL 
440 Greenfield Rd 
Montague, MA U1351 
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413-367-9206 www.montaguebookmill.com 
Books you don't need in a place you can't find. 

Authentic An1erican Food & Drink 
at the Montague Bookmill 

THEALVAHSTONE.COM • 413.367 .5345 • OPEN 7 DAYS + NIGHTS 

Savings and protection 
for the WHOLE FAMILY! 
Very competitfve Auto and 
Home rates, including group 
discounts for AAA & AARP! 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

D.P.U. 16-01
Petition of Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.  

before the Department of Public Utilities 
pursuant to G.L. c. 164, §§ 72A, 75B and 75D 
for Authority to Perform Geotechnical and

 Other Surveys on Certain Private Properties

D.P.U. 16-02
Petition of Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.  

before the Department of Public Utilities 
pursuant to G.L. c. 164, §§ 72A, 75B and 75D 

for Authority to Perform Vernal Pool and 
Other Surveys on Certain Private Properties

D.P.U. 16-03
Petition of Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C.  

before the Department of Public Utilities 
pursuant to G.L. c. 164, §§ 72A, 75B and 75D 

for Authority to Perform Surveys 
on Certain Private Properties

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT HEARINGS
Notice is hereby given that Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, L.L.C. (“Company”) has filed three petitions (“Petitions”) with the Department of Public 

Utilities (“Department”) requesting that the Department grant the Company the authority to enter upon land owned by certain private landowners 
(“Survey Properties”) who have not previously granted access to the Company to conduct surveys on their land in connection with the Company’s proposed 
Northeast Energy Direct Project (the “Project”), now pending before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) (Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company 
L.L.C., FERC Docket No. CP16-21-000).  As set forth in more detail in the Petitions, the Company maintains that the surveys are needed to gather information 

required for FERC’s review of the Project. The Department will review the Petitions to determine whether the requested surveys should be granted.

In Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company L.L.C., 
D.P.U. 16-01, the Company requests authority to 

enter upon land owned by twenty-three (23) private 
landowners, which is generally located on or near a 

major water body, a railroad crossing, or a road crossing, 
which may require installation of the pipeline using 

the horizontal directional drill (“HDD”) method.  The 
Company seeks authority to conduct geotechnical 

surveys, and for purposes of efficiency, and to minimize 
disruption and inconvenience, the Company also seeks 

authority to perform civil, archeological and cultural 
resources, wetlands and water body delineation, and 

endangered or rare species surveys at the same time it 
enters the properties to perform geotechnical surveys.

In Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company L.L.C., 
D.P.U. 16-02, the Company requests authority to 
enter upon land owned by eighteen (18) private 
landowners, which land is located within two 

hundred feet from either side of the proposed centerline 
of the pipeline, for the purpose of conducting vernal 

pool surveys.   For purposes of efficiency, and to 
minimize disruption and inconvenience, the Company 
also seeks authority to perform civil, archeological and 

cultural resources, wetlands and water body delineation; 
and endangered or rare species surveys at the same time 

it enters the vernal pool properties to perform vernal 
pool surveys.  These surveys are described in more detail 

in paragraphs 18-24 of the Petition in D.P.U. 16-02.

In Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company L.L.C., 
D.P.U. 16-03, the Company requests authority 

to enter upon land owned by four hundred 
eight (408) private landowners.  The survey 

activities will generally be conducted in an area 
located within two hundred feet from either side of 

the proposed centerline of the pipeline, for the 
purpose of making civil, archeological and cultural 

resources; wetlands and water body delineation; 
and endangered or rare species surveys.  These 

surveys are described in more detail in paragraphs 
18-26 of the Petition in D.P.U. 16-03.

The Department will conduct six public comment hearings to receive public comments on the Company’s petition, as follows:

SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC COMMENT HEARINGS FOR D.P.U. 16-01, 16-02, AND 16-03
Tuesday, March 29 – 7:00 p.m.

Berkshire Community College, Boland Theater
1350 West Street

Pittsfield, MA 01201

Wednesday, March 30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Greenfield Middle School Auditorium

195 Federal Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

Tuesday, April 5 – 7:00 p.m.
Lunenburg High School Auditorium

1079 Massachusetts Avenue
Lunenburg, MA 01426

Wednesday, April 6 – 7:00 p.m.
Lynnfield Middle School Auditorium

505 Main Street
Lynnfield, MA 01940

Wednesday, April 13 – 7:00 p.m.
Dracut Senior High School Auditorium

1540 Lakeview Avenue
Dracut, MA 01826

Thursday, April 14 – 7:00 p.m.
Andover High School Auditorium

80 Shawsheen Road
Andover, MA 01810

Copies of the Petitions, and complete sets of exhibits is available on the Department’s 
Website http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom/dockets/bynumber.  (Enter docket 

number “16 01” “16-02” or “16-03.”)  The Petitions are also available in hard-copy 
format for public inspection at the offices of the Department, One South Station, 

Boston, Massachusetts.  Copies are also available for public viewing at the public 
libraries of each city or town where the Survey Properties are located.  You may 

also obtain a complete copy of the Petition (with all exhibits and property sketch 
documents) by contacting the Company’s attorney (see contact information below).

Any person who desires to submit written comments on the Petitions may do so by 
filing an original and two copies of such comments with Mark D. Marini, Secretary, 

Department of Public Utilities, One South Station, 5th Floor,  Boston, MA  02110.  An 
electronic copy of all comments should also be sent by email to each of the following:  

(1) the Company’s attorney, James L.  Messenger, Esq. at jmessenger@gordonrees.com; (2) 
the Department at  dpu.efiling@state.ma.us; and (3) the Department’s Hearing 

Officer in this  proceeding, Stephen August, at stephen.august@state.ma.us.  
Written comments should be submitted no later than May 6, 2016.

Oral comments presented at the hearing and written comments submitted are given 
equal weight by the Department in its review of the Petitions.  Written comments 

should specify the property location, identify any concerns about the survey, and 
request any relevant conditions to be placed on the Company to protect property 
and/or to ensure the opportunity for the landowner to be present during the surveys.  
Commenters should not  submit petitions to intervene or petitions for limited 
participant status because  the Department will not be conducting adjudicatory 
proceedings in this case,  but will instead be issuing its Order based on the oral and 
written comments received from affected landowners and the general public and 
responses from the Company to any written questions posed by the Department.  

Any person who wishes to communicate directly with the Company should contact 
Attorney James L. Messenger, Gordon & Rees, LLP, 745 Atlantic Avenue, 4th Floor, 
Boston, MA  02111; email address: jmessenger@gordonrees.com; and phone:  (617) 902-0098

Any person desiring further information regarding this Notice may contact the 
Hearing Officer using the contact information below:

Stephen August, Siting Division
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities

One South Station, 5th Floor
Boston, MA  02110

(617) 305-3622 – stephen.august@state.ma.us

Israel, the Palestinians, and Global 
Pacification (Pluto Press, 2015); 
his appearance in Greenfield was 
sponsored by the Traprock Center 
for Peace and Justice.

Halper made the case for a new 
approach to settling the longstand-
ing conflict between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians.

He asserted the failure of the 
1991-1993 Oslo Peace Accords, 
and subsequent “facts on the 
ground” – by which he meant the 
growth of Israeli settlements in 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 
the continuing Israeli military oc-
cupation of at least 97% of the 
West Bank, and what he called the 
“cantonment” process of subdivid-
ing and segregating remaining cen-
ters of Palestinian population in the 
West Bank from their neighboring 
lands through physical or military 
barriers – have eliminated the vi-
ability of the two-state solution en-
visioned at Oslo.

In Halper’s view, the only just 
solution now is to “transform” 
Israel and Palestine into one bi-
national state, with constitutional 
protections established to recog-

Please shop  
locally! Support 
The Montague 

Reporter’s 
advertisers.

nize the integrity of the two peoples 
who would live within its borders, 
similar to the constitutional frame-
works of Canada or Belgium, or, 
by analogy, Great Britain.

The alternative, he said, is “a re-
gime of permanent, instutionalized 
separation and domination. That’s 
apartheid.”

And, Halper said, “That’s where 
we are today.”

At the moment, some 8.46 mil-
lion people live within the interna-
tionally recognized borders of Is-
rael proper, while about 4.4 million 
live in the West Bank, East Jerusa-
lem and Gaza.

But, of the 8.46 million people 
living in Israel proper, at least 20% 
(about 1.65 million) are Muslims, 
and 75% are Jews. Additionally, 
about half a million Israeli Jews now 
live in settlements in the West Bank.

Taken together, the two popu-
lations are approaching rough de-
mographic equality in terms of 
their overall numbers between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan 
Valley. 

But as Halper sees it, the civil 
rights enjoyed by the Palestinians, 
whether in Israel proper or in the 
territories themselves, are some-
what less than equitable.

Halper said in Israel itself, the 
twenty percent of the population 
commonly referred to as Arab Is-
raelis are forced to live on just 
3.5% of the land. “Non-Jews can-
not buy or lease land in 93% of 
the country reserved for Jews,” he 
asserted. “We have today a super-

apartheid regime,” in Israel, “with 
the support of the United States, 
which hasn’t escaped the attention 
of the rest of the world.”

The Israeli Supreme Court has 
handed down rulings in recent years 
finding discrimination in the way 
government resources are allocated 
more favorably toward Israeli Jews 
than Israeli Arabs in such matters 
as education and housing.

But in the territories, the situa-
tion is far worse for the essentially 
stateless people who make up the 
vast majority of the population, 
not to mention the plight of some 
five million Palestinian refugees 
now living in generally squalid 
conditions elsewhere in the Middle 
East.

Halper cited the example of the 
Palestinian West Bank city of Qa-
lqilya. Qalqilya, with over 40,000 
residents, is entirely surrounded by 
the 25-foot tall concrete Israeli sep-
aration barrier, except for one nar-
row opening on the east side of the 
city controlled by the military, and 
one underground tunnel. Freedom 
of movement, access to water, and 
access to ancestral farmlands are all 
controlled by the Israeli military. 

Halper suggested the situation 
in Qalqilya could be generalized to 
the West Bank as a whole.

The West Bank barrier wall, 
which as planned will separate near-
ly ten percent of the land from the 
West Bank, leaving it on the Israeli 
side of the 1949 armistice line, is 
“twice as high as the Berlin Wall,” 
and – at 430 miles – more than four 

times as long, Halper said. 
Since the early 1970s, Israeli 

Jewish settlers in the West Bank 
have grown in number from a little 
more than a thousand to more than 
600,000, in about 200 settlements 
today, Halper said. “In six years, 
there will be a million,” he pre-
dicted.

By all this, Halper concluded, 
“Israel has systematically and de-
liberately eliminated the two-state 
solution.”

Pointing out that in 1991, when 
Yasser Arafat and the PLO agreed 
to recognize Israel and signed onto 
the Oslo Accords, the Palestinians 
would still have controlled “a sea-
port, an airport, contiguous territo-
ry, and agricultural resources. They 
could have made a go of it.”

He blamed the Israelis for the 
collapse of the Oslo Accords, a 
verdict still in hot dispute by stu-
dents of modern history. He mini-
mized the impact of the violent 
resistance of the Palestinians to Is-
raeli policies, speaking of “seven-
year-olds with scissors” attacking 
Jews in East Jerusalem, but mak-
ing no mention of Qassam rockets 
from Gaza falling helter skelter on 
Sderot. And he claimed the United 
States, and US politicians of every 
stripe “from Sanders to Santorum” 
have enabled the Israeli govern-
ment to maintain the “occupation 
and imprisonment of an entire 
people... on the southern borders 
of Europe, in the full glare of the 
television cameras.”

He noted the $70 billion in mili-

tary aid the US government has 
provided and promised to Israel in 
the 20-year period starting in 2008 
as one main bulwark of that sup-
port.

But at the same time, Halper 
said, even US Secretary of State 
John Kerry has recognized that the 
violence raging across the Middle 
East today will never be dampened 
until the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is resolved.

To do that, Halper said, it will 
be necessary to recognize the new 
“facts on the ground,” set aside 
the fruitless quest for a two-state 
solution, and support instead the 
establishment of a constitutional 
bi-national state, with the rights of 
both the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians protected and insured, from 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Jor-
dan Valley. 

How will that happen?
Halper predicted the Palestin-

ian Authority would soon collapse. 
And in the vacuum, chaos may en-
sue, with a hardening of Israel’s 
military occupation of the Palestin-
ian territories.

That may be the point, Halper 
said, “when the DeKlerk moment 
comes.” 

And, Halper suggested, when 
it does, the left – or what’s left of 
it – must be ready to seize it, both 
inside Israel and without, and to 
push for a binational, democratic 
state to bring the hope of a just and 
lasting peace to Israel and 
Palestine.

HALPER from page a1
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NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD

Unity Skatepark Deemed
“Substantially Complete”

Place your business card here (12 Week minimum).      call 863-8666

NeeDfUl ThiNgS  
Now holding Auctions

“Formerly Known as Acorn Auctions”
Every other Saturday night at 6 p.m.

Preview 2 to 6 p.m.

Auction

199 DeerfielD St., GreenfielD

By JEFF SINGLETON

Montague’s new Unity Skate-
park passed another milestone at the 
town’s selectboard meeting on Mon-
day, March 7 as the board approved 
a “Certificate of Substantial Comple-
tion” for the project. According to 
Parks and Recreation director Jon 
Dobosz, athletes have not waited for 
the certificate, as the park is already 
experiencing heavy use. 

This did not seem to bother Do-
bosz or the board, who approved the 
certificate with much enthusiasm. 
Dobosz said the facility is already a 
“fantastic resource.” The only prob-
lem, he noted, is that skateboarders 
occasionally remain “after dusk” 
when Unity Park, of which the skate 
park is part, closes. 

Most of the remaining work on the 
park involves landscaping, which can 
not be completed until the weather 
turns warm. The official completion 
date for the project is June, but Do-
bosz stated that he was “looking to 
finish way before.” Hopefully there 
will be an official “grand opening” in 
May, he said. 

Finance committee member and 
cycling enthusiast Greg Garrison re-
quested the “use of public property” 
in and around Unity Park for the 
Eastern Conference Cycling Cham-
pionship Criterion Race. Actually 
Garrison introduced Lucy Archer of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy Cycling, who made the request.

According to Archer, the race 
will begin at Unity Park, proceed up 
the hill onto Third Street and then 
back down, taking a right on L Street 
and returning to the park. The races 
will take place on April 30 from 8 
a m. to 5 p.m. This route will prob-
ably involve closing portions of the 
above streets for large portions of 
the day. Garrison and Archer will 
work with police chief Chip Dodge 
on detours and signage. 

Selectboard member Rich Kuk-
lewicz said he was concerned that 
“large trucks” might be traveling 
down side streets. Archer said that 
“we will hire the number of recom-
mended police officers,” and would 
also provide “volunteer marshals.” 
Dodge, who attended the meet-
ing, seemed confident such details 
could be worked out. 

Archer estimated that there would 
be as many as 300 cyclists participat-
ing in a total of twelve races. Not-
ing that many participants would be 
standing around and “mainly eating” 
for large portions of the long day, 
she recommended that vendors be 
encouraged to sell food at the event.

The event will take place “rain or 
shine,” since cyclists train in wet and 
slippery conditions.

This Again!
Downtown Turners Falls store 

owner and planter coordinator Gary 
Konvelski questioned the legality of 
a recent decision by the selectboard 
to encourage “planter participants” 
to meet and weigh in on the issue of 
the choice of coordinator. 

Last year, a “planter committee” 
established a set of guidelines for 
volunteers tending the town-owned 
downtown planters, which were ap-
proved by the selectboard. Early this 
year, the selectboard dissolved that 

committee, which it said had com-
pleted its mission, and appointed 
Kovelski as the coordinator. 

Another downtown store owner, 
and chair of the planter committee, 
Rodney Madison, has protested that 
the dissolution of the committee was 
premature. He also noted that the 
planter committee was supposed to 
make recommendations for the posi-
tion of planter coordinator. 

The selectboard argued that the 
committee, whose mandate was to 
recommend planter guidelines, had 
completed its work. However, the 
board also noted that the guidelines 
called on “planter participants” to 
recommend a planter coordinator. 
Since this had not been done, the 
board recommended that a planter 
participant meeting be called to 
weigh in on the issue.

Konvelski questioned this deci-
sion, asking “what happened to the 
vote that was taken” to appoint him 
coordinator. 

“It still exists,” responded chair 
Michael Nelson. 

Konvelski then questioned the le-
gality of the process.

Kuklewicz stated that he wanted 
the planter guidelines “in front of 
[him]” in order to discuss the issue, 
and recommended that the issue be 
put on the next selectboard agenda. 
The rest of the board agreed.

Other Business
The selectboard, acting as the 

personnel board, approved a request 
from police chief Chip Dodge to clas-
sify a new lieutenant position in the 
department as “Non-union, Grade G, 
plus 8 1/2%, no less than Step 6 on 
that grade or $37.78/hour.”

Dodge has justified the new posi-
tion, which must still be approved 
by town meeting, as providing for 
a substitute when the chief is out of 
town. It is also designed to relieve 
Sergeants of office duties so they 
can spend more time in the field. 
Dodge says the new position will 
not increase his 16-person staff and 
will be revenue neutral.

The board endorsed a potential 
amendment to Zoning Bylaw 6.3.3. 
The amendment would reduce the 
required width of driveways to resi-
dences with setbacks of 500 feet or 
more to 16 feet. It would also require 
“passing turnouts” every 300 feet. 
The proposed amendment will be 
sent to the planning board, and then 
to town meeting in the spring. 

During the “public comment” 
section, the board was asked about 
security at the Railroad Salvage 
building. It was noted that the fence 
surrounding the dangerous building 
had been frequently left open. 

The board said that the building’s 
owner had been ordered to “secure” 
the building by building inspector 
David Jensen, and promised to raise 
the issue with Jensen. Later in the 
meeting, the board requested that the 
police department monitor security 
at the building more closely, and per-
haps even contact the owner.

The board did not express any 
opinion as to who the building’s 
owner was.

The board retired at 7:40 p.m. to 
an executive session to discuss litiga-
tion concerning the proposed natural 
gas pipeline through town. 

BY AIDAN BELANGER

The town of Montague sent a 
request for the $5,000 Gill’s Febru-
ary 22 town meeting voted to send 
them, to help defray costs of legal 
representation related to the North-
east Energy Direct (NED) pipeline.

The money would be used to 
support Montague in Department 
of Public Utilities docket 15-178, 
a proceeding that would determine 
the outcome of Berkshire Gas’ con-
tract to buy from the NED pipeline 
– technically, from the “supply path” 
section of the pipeline between 
Pennsylvania and New York.

 “Any harm or risk that Gill may 
face due to NED is tied to this DPU 
case,” Montague’s letter began. The 
letter emphasized the importance 
of this proceeding, explaining that 
“the multiple interests that Berk-
shire Gas and its corporate owner 
Avingrad have in the NED project 
are a significant reason the proposed 
pipeline exists,” and that “The Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission 
will only approve a pipeline that has 
enough contracts in place.”

The motion passed Monday’s se-
lectboard meeting with the support 
of chair Greg Snedeker and John 
Ward, and was opposed by Randy 
Crochier. 

Snedeker wished to add that he 
did respect the opposing views to 
supporting Montague, especially 
Jeff Suprenant’s position, that Mon-
tague and other regional towns 
hadn’t helped Gill residents dur-
ing hearings about the Northfield 
Mountain Project. 

John Ward agreed, adding that it 
is hard to deal with something that 
is already entrenched in happening. 

The Municipal Coalition Against 
the Pipeline also asked for Gill’s 
permission to use its town seal on 
their letterhead.

“I don’t mind them using our 
seal,” responded Crochier, “but I’d 
like to know what it’s going on, and 
who exactly we are giving permis-
sion to use the seal.” 

The selectboard decided to table 
the proposal until further informa-
tion was divulged.

Road Weight
The selectboard reviewed three 

examples of proposed revisions to 
the town bylaws. 

The intention of potential by-
law changes is to protect the town 
from the pipeline in case it comes 
through, but the examples reviewed 
don’t specifically entail the pipeline, 
and would affect other businesses. 
One proposal, the local road bylaw, 
would limit the weight capacity of 
vehicles on the road in order to limit 
the pipeline construction company’s 
ability to use Gill roads to haul loads 
for the project. This bylaw could po-
tentially adversely affect other large 
construction projects, school buses, 
and Gill’s excavators. 

The selectboard agreed that the 
town needed to be careful passing 
any such laws, with their potential 
for unforeseen consequences. The 
selectboard suggested hosting a 
meeting of the town boards to get 
multiple heads inspecting the pro-
posals, and decided to begin coordi-
nating this effort.

Complete Streets
The town of Gill was invited by 

the FRCOG to participate in the 
Mass in Motion Complete Streets 
Program, which encourages design 
of streets and roads for multiple uses 
and modes of transportation.

The selectboard felt that this is 
a very good program but that it did 
not fit Gill’s rural profile. Snede-
ker voiced that he was concerned 
about committing to this project 
to only later find out Gill doesn’t 
have the funds. 

Randy Crochier added that the 
project may contract Gill to require-
ments the town would not like. 

John Ward said he felt it was a 
fantastic program for a town like 
Greenfield, adding that something 
needs to be done about Turners 
Falls Road.  

Fire Equipment
Fire chief Gene Beaubien came 

to the selectboard meeting on Mon-
day to make an amendment to a re-
quest for equipment filed last July. 
The previous request asked for two 
sets of equipment. Since that time 
a larger member was replaced by 
someone smaller, and a third set is 
needed for that person. 

Town administrative assistant 
Ray Purington joked about recruit-
ing firefighters with an ad reading 
“Volunteers wanted – Men’s 38 
preferred.” 

The request was accepted unani-
mously.

Beaubien added that preparations 
were underway to install phone 
system upgrades at the fire station, 
funded by an Emergency Manage-
ment Preparedness Grant.  

Other News
Library window inserts, funded 

with Green Communities money, 
were installed Monday, March 7.

The selectboard approved sewer 
bills totaling $18,653.36 for River-
side sewer users. Purington noted 
that the billed figure, which covered 
December through February and 
was based on water usage, looked 
low in comparison to the amount of 
wastewater pumped to Montague 
from the neighborhood. 

He said he suspected that this 
disparity was due to ground infiltra-
tion coming from having more rain 
this winter than snow, which often 
melts after February.

Bruce Yukl resigned from the 
Agricultural Commission. The se-
lectboard accepted it with regret, 
noting that this was a second res-
ignation from that committee in a 
short time. 

The selectboard suggested run-
ning an ad in the newspaper de-
tailing committee openings and re-
quirements. 

Stephen Baskowski and Phillip 
Gilfeather-Girton were appointed to 
the conservation committee through 
June 2018.

NOTES FROM THE GiLL SELECTBOARD

gill grants Cash, But Not Seal,  
To Anti-Pipeline efforts

Here’s the way it was March 9, 
2006: News from the Montague 
Reporter’s archive.

DOE Critical of Lake Grove 

The Wendell planning board con-
tinued the site plan hearing for the 
expansion of Lake Grove at Maple 
Valley School again on March 7, to 
allow time for Roland Paulauskas, 
executive director of the residential 
school for sexually abusive boys 
and young men, ages 10 through 
21, time to provide a copy of Lake 
Grove’s response to a recent Depart-
ment of Education report critical of 
the school’s practices. 

The hearing, which began on 
January 5, has reconvened four 
times since then, drawing a crowd 
of more than two dozen residents 
and town officials who have 
questioned the plan to expand the 
campus to allow for a therapeutic 
farm animal program, farm stand, 
skate park, administrative offices, 

and outbuildings. 
According to the DOE program 

review, “not all AWOLs were be-
ing reported, and not all staff were 
aware of AWOL requirements.”

Additional concerns include the 
age range of the students, the lack 
of an approved health care manual, 
failure to make critical notifications 
to the state, and failure to provide 
copies of policies to students.

VY Uprate on Hold 

On Monday, federal regulators 
froze the Vermont Yankee power in-
crease at 105% after a measurement 
on Saturday recorded vibrations that 
exceeded acceptable levels.

The NRC last week issued ap-
proval to allow Vermont Yankee to 
increase power to 120% of its design 
capacity under close scrutiny be-
cause of concerns about the plant’s 
steam dryer, the component that re-
moves droplets from the steam be-
fore it feeds into the turbines. 

Shopping Cart Roundup

Shopping carts are everywhere 
downtown, in doorways and drive-
ways, parking lots, bus stops, and 
sidewalks. “I collect four or more 
a day,” said Power Town Apart-
ments’ maintenance man Kim Hine. 
“Sometimes six.”

“When we get a large number 
of them, we call Food City and 
ask them to come over and retrieve 
them,” said Power Town manag-
er Sharon Cottrell. “We consider 
them a safety hazard. They pile up 
in front of building entrances, kids 
play on them.”

“I’d like to see all parties come 
together to come up with a creative 
solution,” said Anne Jemas, mem-
ber of the downtown streetscape 
committee. 

“I don’t think they are ever re-
turned to the store,” said Fourth 
Street resident Jean Hebden. “I only 
knew one person who ever returned 
her cart, but she’s dead now.”

Looking Back: 10 Years ago this Week
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DOWNTOWN from page A 1 
The corner space's most recent 

tenant was Twisters, which also 
sold ice cream and food, and closed 
its doors in August. 

Another highly visible storefront, 
the "little yellow building" at 38 
Third Street, will soon be open for 
business. Tangible Bliss, owned by 
Kara Mondino and Jae Roberge, will 
feature a variety of gems and min
erals for sale, as well as hanchnade 
items such as leather goods, wire
wrapped jewelry, hemp accessories, 
clothing, and rut work - with many 
items customizable. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

sale' signs and everything, but they 
backed out at the last minute. It hap
pens, though." 

Despite the setback, Coutm·e feels 
optimistic that he will find a new po
tential tenant soon. 

"People don't generally move in 
the winter, so it should get some in
terest soon - now that the weather is 
getting nicer," he says. 

Coutm·e himself has been moving 
his business recently, as he is cur
rently downsizing his painting and 
supplies business from his 4,000-
square-foot retail store at 187 Av
enue A, and working solely from his 
workshop down the road. 

MARCH 10, 2016 

m:oe ;§Montague ]Reporter 
seeks a person with some 

free Monday nights to cover 
Gill's selectboard meetings. 
Encouragement and a very 

modest stipend provided. No 
. . 

pnor expenence necessary. 

Please con tact 
(41S) 86S-8666 or 

ediwr@montaguereporter.org 
to offer your services. 

Mondino and Roberge make the 
majority of the items themselves. 
"We've been doing so, independent
ly, for over a decade," Mondino says, 
emphasizing that both she and Ro
berge have been honing their crafts 
for quite some time. 

The corner space in the Crocker Building will again serve ice cream and food. 
The former store would be ap

propriate for any so1t of retail busi
ness venture, and Couture says he 
is happy to open up the space in 
hopes of encomaging new business 
in the town. 

In addition to their own items, the 
couple plans to dedicate space in the 
shop to feature work by other ru.tists 
and rutisans from the ru·ea. 

Mondino adds that they will en
courage other local rutists to visit the 
shop or contact them in order to dis
play their a1t and hanchnade items. 

"Having a community involve
ment is ve1y much a pru.t of what 
we're doing," she says. 

Mondino, who has lived in vru'i
ous locations throughout New Eng
land, moved to Turners Falls when 
she and Roberge began dating. Ro
berge grew up in Turners Falls, and 
spent a number of yeru-s traveling 
and selling his wru·es at gem and 
mineral shows across the com1tiy, 
but often found himself coming back 
to his hometown. Eventually, the 
two decided that downtown Tmne1-s 
would be an ideal place to set up a 
more permanent business. 

"It's a nice location, and we feel 
that it's a town on the 11se," Mondi
no explains. "There's rut most places 
you look on Avenue A ... and music 
most nights of the week," she adds. 

Mondino says that although 
there ru·e a few local places that sell 
hand-made goods, she and Roberge 
feel that the "c1ystal and gemstone 
market is relatively untapped in this 
area," and that Tangible Bliss would 

be a welcome addition to the town. 
Mondino and Roberge hope to 

have a "petite opening" within the 
month, with the doors open for lim
ited hours, and anticipate a grand 
opening towards the end of May, 
giving them adequate time to make 
and collect items for purchase and 
fully set up their shop space. 

Chi'is Couture, owner of Couture 
Bros. Painting and vru'ious proper
ties ru·ound Turners Falls, has two 
commercial locations open for rent 
on the Avenue: 370 Avenue A, the 
fonner location of Black Jm1gle Ter
rru'ium Supplies, and 187 Avenue A, 
the Couture Bros. retail that fo1mally 
closed two winters ago. 

Couture explains that the 3,600-
square-foot f01mer Black Jungle lo
cation is "zoned industI'ial," so the 
possibilities, in terms of what kind of 
business could inhabit that location, 
ru·e numerous. 

"Black Jungle was an internet
based retailer, so the spot worked 
well for them to basically do storage 
and shipping. But really anything -
manufactm'ing, office space - could 
work there," Couture says. 

Coutm·e also emphasizes that the 
location is water accessible, men
tioning that a film and print devel
oping company once worked out 
of there - "before the digital age" 
- and that it also includes natural 
gas service, a difficult commodity 

to come by, since Berkshire Gas in
voked a moratorium on new service 
in late 2014. 

Couture purchased the sti·etch of 
buildings that includes the cmTent 
location for lease in 1998. "It took a 
lot ofyeru-s to get those buildings go
ing, and I invested a lot of time and 
energy into it, but it looks great and 
it's doing well now," he says. 

With the exception of the fonner 
location of Black Jm1gle, all the oth
er spots on the block are full, with 
Simon's Stamps, Ideal Home Im
provement, and the recently opened 
B11ck & Feather microbrewe1y all 
located in Couture's prope1ties. 

"[370 Avenue A] was going to be 
a vet hospital - we had it all planned 
out," he says. "I took down the 'for 

"I like to see business staying lo
cal," he says, "and by renting out 
this place, I'm tiying to do my pru.t 
to help stimulate the economy." 

Coutm·e's family has lived in 
Tmners Falls for several generations, 
and his grandfather began the fami
ly's painting business over a centmy 
ago ago. Given that hist01y, Coutm·e 
says, he deeply invested in maintain
ing the growth seen in downtown 
Tmners in recent years. 

"It's all about giving back to the 
c01mnunity, and hoping they recipro
cate," he says. "And they usually do. 

There's a lot of good, hard- I~ 
working people here." ~ 

Owner Chris Couture is renting this commercial space with its own gas hookup. 

Lake Ice 
Melts Early 

LAKE PLEASANT - The 
wrum weather of El Nino made 
haste this year to lay early waste 
to the 40th annual Ice Off the 
Lake contest in the smallest of 
Montague's five villages. 

Gathering March 5 at the 
traditional appointed hom of 5 
p.m. at the traditional appointed 
place, the Raisin Rosen picket 
at the midpoint of the B11dge 
of Names, contest judges eye
balled and binocularized the 
visible smface of the lake and 
saw not a cube of ice afloat. 

Thus the 2016 contest 
was declared concluded, and 
became the second earliest end 
date in the event's histo1y. 

The winner this year was 
Max Shapiro, son of George 
Shapiro of Montague Avenue. 
Max's younger brotl1er, Fedya 
Michel, won the 2014 contest. 

The contest date range was 
F ebrnru.y 22 thi·ougl1 April 19. 
Those dates represent the earli
est and latest dates ice has left 
the lake since the contest began 
in 1977. Last year the contest 
finished April 13. 

~~fI!FWiffl~rom ~~ 
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Steve Valeski Approaches ao Years at Aubuchon 
By JOE KWIECINSKI 

TURNERS FALLS - Manager 
Steve Valeski at the local Aubu
chon Hardware store remains en
thusiastic about his position after 
19 years as overseer and 28 all told 
with the same company. 

"Why do I still love my job?" 
asks the energetic Valeski. "Well, 
number one, I like helping our 
customers. Second, it's fun to help 
them solve their problems, and 
third, evety day presents a new set 
of challenges. You see different 
people evety day." 

He goes on to say, "Another key 
aspect of my job is to make sure they 
have the correct materials to com
plete their task. I take pride in guid
ing them properly toward the right 
product and giving them the right 
advice. I feel a sense of accomplish
ment when they come back and tell 
me the job went well." 

In addition, Valeski notes that 
Aubuchon employees have to pos
sess a basic understanding of many 
home repair and do-it-yourself ar
eas. "You don't have to be an ex
pert," says Steve, "but you must 
have an elementaiy knowledge of 
electrical, plumbing, hardware, 
tools, paint, and seasonal ware. 
Spring's coming, so you'll have to 
know your lawns and soils." 

For example, vegetables need 
different fettilizers for the soil than 
grass would. Seedlings require staiter 
soils, light and airy for root growth; 
top soil needs to be heavier. 

Aubuchon Hardware is the 
oldest family owned and managed 

By JONATHAN VON RANSON 

chain of hardware stores in 
America. Aubuchon Hardware was 
founded in Fitchburg by William 
E. Aubuchon Sr. in 1908. There 
are now 107 stores located in New 
England and upstate New York. 

Much has changed during 
Valeski 's nearly three decades with 
the company, including a change of 
location in 1991 (see accompany
ing picture of the grand opening). 
When he first statted working at 
Aubuchon it was in the low, mod
em-looking building on Avenue A 
that now houses Ce Ce's Chinese 
Restaurant and Subway. One thing 
he misses about that location is the 
large basement of that building, 
something he doesn't have at the 
shopping plaza. 

Other changes since then include 
computerization. "Since I began, 
computers have become more and 
more relied upon." Computers now 
order 95% of the products automati
cally. As a customer buys an item, 
the computer looks at that particular 
item and asks if that product needs 
to be replenished in the store. 

"Items have a minimum and 
maximum amount. Let's just say 
that Windex comes to us in a case of 
twelve bottles. You put them on the 
shelf and sell nine. The computer 
sees you've reached the minimum 
- in this case, three - and says it's 
time to order another case to fill the 
shelf." 

Thus, the computer eliminates 
the labor-intensive tasks of the 
past. It's also now a cash register 
and a bookkeeping device. And it 
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PHOTO COURTESY STEVE VALESKI 

TOP: The grand opening "chain cutting" at .Aubuchon's current location in November 
1991. Valeski has identified those pictured,Jrom left to right, as:formeremployees Bob 

Perry, [name forgotten], Janet, and SuZf1nne; Valeski himse!fi Bil/Aubuchon Jr.; district 
manager Reg Hai9;former assistant manager Bob (who now manages the Shelburne 

Aubuchon), and a former emplf!Jee named Dave. BOTTOM: Current store emplf!Yees 
Jeff Preston and Niels Mattison with manager Steve Valeskt; bare!J managjng to escape 
for a minute for a quick photo op on a 111arm and bu-91 Tueslk:!Y afternoon at the store. 

WENDELL - Two good-sized discussion 
groups - not just one - are fonning in Wendell 

around a book, Die Wise, by Stephen Jenkinson. 
The book's premise clearly appeals to the town's 
aging cohort, which makes up the bulk (though, 
interestingly, not all) of the patticipants to date. 

ficult, but highly rewarding, to those who hang 
on through his elaborations and manage to fit 
together subject and predicate. 

Shay Cooper statted the ball rolling for the 
groups. She said she was motivated to investi
gate the subject of dying because of a personal 
event. "My dearest friend, Elizabeth," she said, 
"was diagnosed with brain cancer, the same 
kind Ted Kennedy had. There wasn't any real 
chance for us to talk about her condition, and 
that she 1night die from this. Basically, [ she was] 
in denial. 

The pretnise is that death, now so thoroughly 
medicalized, has become enveloped in a culture
wide conspiracy of denial. And that, as a result, 
we in the US are dying badly. 

Not only that - Jenkinson believes our whole 
lives would improve in quality if we lived in 
better acceptance and appreciation of the reality 
of death and what it asks of us. 

One time she looked at me and said, 'Shay, 
I'm not going to die, am I?' 

"If I'd read Die Wise, I probably would have 
said: 'Let's consider it .... "' 

Sht!J Cooper organized two Wendell groups 

Jenkinson, who is also the subject of a doc
mnentary film, Griefwalker, is an admixture 
of activist, social worker, theologian, teacher, 
and fonner palliative care program director 
with strong associations with Native American 
thought and practice. His thinking is profoundly 
radical, and his writing is both beautiful and dif-

"Having that as a skill set," she believes, 
''would have made quite a difference." 

to discuss Stephen Jenkinson's book ''Die Wise." 

Welcome Aboard the MAX 
By LAURA ROD LEY 

SHELBURNE FALLS - Pure 
serendipity brought Constance En
glett, best known as Connie, to Ash
field, and to Shelburne Falls' Bridge 
of Flowers Business Center (BOF-

Connie Englert 

BC). The business center serves as 
headquarters for her operation as 
principal and managing director for 
TmeNotth Transit Group. 

She created the business in Janu
ary 2015 as a public transpottation 
management, planning, and broker
age film specializing in intercity, 
mral, and small urban areas. Her 
first contract is with the Massachu
setts Depattment of Transpottation 
(MassDOT) statewide BusPlus pro
gram under the MAX Bus service 
name, providing a regional, state-of
the-att express motorcoach bus link 
between Worcester and Northamp
ton via Orange and Fitchburg. 

This augments existing local ser
vices while broadening connections 
to the national network with Amtrak 
and Greyhound lines that started in 
September with a fleet of three. A 
new schedule of services begins this 
month. 

Englett, 49, embodies over 25 
years of mral and direct transpor
tation expettise within government 
and large corporate agencies. At age 

15, her first job was working in a 
farm feed store in a mral California 
town, population 200. "We were the 
ticket agent for Greyhound, selling 
tickets, doing the accounting for the 
freight off the bus." 

If she wanted to go anywhere, 
options were the bus or train. "It 
was a big issue for young kids, who 
want to do big things and have a 
lot of fun. I just statted jumping on 
buses and trains in high school, and 
kept doing it. In college (Vassar), 
I worked for Amtrak as a sleeping 
car potter." Later positions included 
MTA NYC Transit Authority, Mas
sachusetts Bay Transpottation Au-
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thority, MassDOT in Boston and 
United Airlines in Chicago. 

"So we were awarded the con
tract and I was looking to move 
my home office from Salem, where 
I was at that point. I have no idea 
how I ended up here. It's seren
dipitous to say the least. I'd always 
loved Northampton," but that city's 
apaitments and office rents proved 
costly for a staitup. 

"By some fluke came this apart
ment for rent in Ashfield. I was 
committed to the place the minute I 
saw it," said Englett, who feels con
stantly in awe of the beauty along 

see MAX BUS pg 84 

Athol 

The MAX runs from Northampton to Worcester via the North Quabbin region. 

From Truth 
or Consequences: 

MY VISIT TO 
SPACEPORT 

AMERICA 
By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

There were a few signs that told 
us, definitively, we were in the right 
place: Trnth or Consequences, New 
Mexico. 

The fast was when we learned 
that we were in The V01tex, the old 
pait of town that apparently acts as 
an energy whirlpool. Our adviser at 
the moment was shopkeeper and for
mer entettainer/Hollywood blood
splatter expert "Frau Doktor." 

Frau Doktor implied that it was 
fate that had helped her decide to 
stay in her boutique, where she sold 
papier-mache dresses, paintings 
made of nail polish, and bags of 
Gevalia coffee that I'm pretty sure 
can be gotten for free on the inter
net through a free trial. She recom
mended staying at the Charles Mo
tel, in The Vottex. 

As we drove away we realized 
quickly - first from the honking and 
then from the angiy yelling of a cow
boy leaning his body most oftl1e way 
out of a pickup - tl1at The V01tex may 
actually just be tl1e oval-shaped one
way traffic pattern througl1 down
town, which we failed to follow. 

The receptionist at the Chaifos 
Motel, who for some reason remind
ed me of a young Michael Jackson 
first discoveting amphetamines, 
really confinned tl1at T. or C. was 
worth the 75 miles we'd traveled off 
our route. I mentioned my interest in 
the spacep01t tl1at I knew was some
where nearby, and he readily replied: 
''You know, Lady Gaga's going to 
petform in space next year." 

That's when I knew I had to go. 
Tmth or Consequences lies in tl1e 

high desett on the banks of the brook
sized Rio Grande River, between 
n01th-south lUlllling mountain rang
es. Originally known as Hot Springs, 
the town changed its name in 19 5 0 to 
win a contest on the NBC radio show 
called Troth or Consequences. 

T. or C. is a tiny spa town tl1at's 
p01traying itself, with little evidence, 
as an ait town, while also hoping 
to be the world's first cmise p01t to 
space. The highest point in town is 
a wide water tower painted with a 
historical-nairative Western mural, 
with a vintage space-y looking radio 
tower topping that. 

It's the kind of town where you'd 
better stop at the last market on tl1e 
road out, because once you leave 
town, there ai·e no services. 

It's the kind of place where at 
the only bai· in town - Raymond's 
Lounge, which is attached to the 
Circle K - they only have Stella on 
tap, and it comes out of a weird ma
chine that looks like a repurposed 
Slushie machine the gas station 
didn't need anymore. 

It's the kind of town where the 
motel batllhouse has a Sears vibrat
ing-belt exercise machine, which 
they claim people still use, and where 
I noticed the radioactive element 
strontimn on a list of minerals fom1d 
in the local "healing" waters. T. or C. 
is, after all, only 50 miles from the 
Trinity nuclear test site. 

* * * 

The next morning, I walk into tl1e 
SpaceportAmerica Visitor Center, at
tached to the chamber of commerce, 
in downtown T. or C. The entiy to 
the visitor center is a lai·ge metallic 
p01tal, with outlets tl1at look like tl1e 

see SPACEPORT pg 85 
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Pet 
Hey, I'm Abbott! I came from a 

house that had too many kitties. Da
kin doesn't know a whole lot about 
me, but I would do well living with 
another kitty, and would probably 
enjoy a quiet home. 

I'm a little shy when you first meet 
me, but if you talk to me softly and 
given me cheek and head scritches, 
I'm going to want you to keep going. 

Week 
I'm really very sweet, once I get 

to know you. I have a funny little 
scar under one of my eyes. I'll be 
your wail'ior princess! So if you're 
looking for a nice young lady to join 
your family, come visit me today. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 
or at info@dpvhs.org. 

''ABBOTT'' 

Senior Center Activities 
MARCH 14 to 18 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill I Montague Senior Cen

te1; 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls, 
is open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a m. to 2 p m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 am. 

All fitness classes are support
ed by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary 
donations are accepted. Council 
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su
prenant. For more information, to 
make meal reservations, or to sign 
up for programs call 863-9357. 
Messages can be left on our ma
chine when the Center is closed. 
Tues, Wed & Thm·s Noon Lunch 
M, W 10:10 am. Aerobics, 10:50 
a.m. Chair Exercise 
Monday 3/14 
8 - 9:15 am. Foot Clinic appts. 
1 p.m Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 3/15 
9:30 a.m Chair Yoga 
Wednesday 3/16 
9 a m. Veterans' Outreach 
11: 15 a m. Friends' Meeting 
12:45 pm. Bingo 
Thursday 3/17 
9a.m. Tai Chi 
1 p.m. Cai·ds & Games 
F1iday 3/18 
AARP Tax Prep Appointments 
No Activities 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 
Flexibility ai1d Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 am. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lunch- Fri
days at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 
by Wednesday for a reservation. 

ERVING 
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 pm. for activities and congre
gate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal information 
and reservations. 

For information, call Paula Bet
ters, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confum activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 3/14 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Tuesday 3/15 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
11 :30 Homemade Lunch ( call) 
12:30 p.m. Friends Meeting 
Wednesday 3/16 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo, Snacks & Laughs 
Thursday 3/17 
8:45 Aerobics (fast moving) 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones 
12:30 pm Creative Col01ing 
F1iday3/18 
9 am Quilting workshop 
9:30 am Bowling 
Noon frish Dinner (pre-register 24 hrs) 
12:30 pm Painting Class/Wkshop 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
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AUBUCHON from page B1 

can break down sales transacted 
over a day to cash, check, credit 
cards, and coupons redeemed. 

The computer can also do pay
roll and process applications. 
"What's really time-saving for me 
as a manager," said Valeski, "is the 
help computers are in the hiring 
process." All the steps of hiring ru·e 
done on line with the proper govern
ment forms like W-2's and in-house 
application forms. 

"When a new employee starts 
here, he or she has never written a 
word on a piece of paper. 

It has been done electronically 
including an electronic signature." 

Unlike many other businesses, 
Aubuchon is gearing up for just 
about the busiest time of the shop
ping yeai·: spring. "May is our 

Christmas month," said Steve. "In 
fact, people are already getting 
sta1ted with their questions and pur
chasing their materials. People want 
to mow their lawns. They've been 
cooped up for a long time. 

"And it looks like we may even 
have an early spring." 

Aubuchon Hai·dware donates ma
terials to several organizations. Its 
chief charitable relationship is with 
the Franklin Area Smvival Center. 
Ten yeai·s ago the company began 
an annual bai·becue, usually ru·ound 
Mother's Day Weekend, as a day to 
give children a chance to play with 
a bouncy house and balloons along 
with eating hot dogs. 

"Five yeai·s ago," said Valeski, 
"we also started to put a bucket 
out there and collected money for 
the Smvival Center. It's our way of 
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giving back to the community." 
With such a busy, demanding 

job, how does Steve relax? "For 
recreation," he said, "I love driv
ing." Valeski is a member of the 
BMW Car Club of America and 
attends driving events all around 
New England. 

Turners Fall's Aubuchon is locat
ed at 200 Avenue A in Turners Falls. 
In addition, a total of more than 
80,000 items ru·e on sale through the 
company's website at hardware
store.com. To reach the store, call 
(413) 863-2100. 

The store is open Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 7 
p.m.; Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 6 pm.; 
and Sunday from 8 am. to 5 p.m. 

u 
MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV 
By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

MCTV staff have been work
ing hard to provide you witl1 fresh 
programming from local events. 
Every week you can check out tl1e 
live broadcast of local meetings, 
including the Montague select
board on Mondays at 7 p.m. and 
finance committee meetings on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 

The following videos are now 
available online, for download & 
in the TV schedule: 

• Black History Month: Kim 
Kalesti, February 27: New York 
City Jazz Singer Kim Kalesti and 
three local jazz musiciai1s on acous
tic guitar, bass and drums perform 
Call ai1d Response: Portraits of 

Q. My mother had varicose 
veins in her legs and now I'm get
ting them. She put up with them. I 
don't want to. So how do I get rid 
of them? 

Vai·icose veins are twisted and 
enlarged veins that bulge in legs, 
but they can appear in other places. 
Varicose veins are more common in 
legs because veins from the groin 
to the ankles endure the most pres
sure of any veins in the body. 

Varicose veins affect half of peo
ple over the age 50. Women get vai·
icose veins more often than men. 

Spider veins, which are named 
for the spider webs they resemble, 
ru·e like varicose veins, but they're 
smaller. HemoIThoids are anal 
varicose veins. 

Aging is a major cause of vari
cose veins. As we get older, our 
veins stretch and the valves in them 
weaken. These valves keep the 
blood flowing toward the heart. If 

Influential African American Blues 
and Jazz Musicians. Hosted by The 
Rendezvous. 1 hr, 10 min. 

• Black History Month: Bob 
McNeil, Febmary 27: Bob Mc
Neil, New York spoken word poet, 
lecture "From Africa to Hip Hop" 
at the Great Falls Discovery Cen
ter. Essays, lyrics, poems, quotes, 
songs, and stories shared by Mc
Neil and his accompanists take the 
audience through the history of 
music. 1 hr, 17 min. 

Finally we would like to add a 
coll'ection from the week of Feb
mary 22 to 26: the Febmary Cof
feehouse at Great Falls Discover 
Center, sales at tl1e Great Falls 
Discovery Center Coffeehouse on 
February 12 did not benefit No 

Fracked Gas in Mass. Artist CD 
sales and artists' shares of ticket 
prices did benefit No Fracked Gas 
in Mass: specifically, David Fersh, 
Alt Fuleihan, Beth Ada.ins, Sandra 
Boston, Andr·ee Clearwater, Annie 
Hassett, Jacki Odess-Gillett, Da
vid Sibek and Stonn. 

Something going on you tllink 
others would like to see? Get in 
touch and leam how easy it is to use 
a camera and capture tl1e moment! 

Contact us at (413) 863-9200, 
infomontaguetv@gmail.com, or 
stop by 34 Second Street in Turn
ers between 10 a.m. and 4 pm. 
Monday through Friday. We'd 
love to work with you! 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

Varicose Veins and You 
the valves malfunction, blood backs 
up in the veins and engorges them. 

Varicose veins are blue because the 
blood in them needs oxygen, which it 
gets when it returns to the heart and 
is pumped tl1rough the lungs. 

These bulging veins can be pain
ful, but, for many, they ru·e just ugly 
nuisances. There are many options 
available to treat them. The first step 
in dealing with varicose veins is to 
get them examined by your doctor 
and get personal advice about how 
to deal with your condition. 

Before trying a variety of proce
dures, you can wear compression 
stockings that squeeze the legs and 
help the veins move blood. They 
are available at most pharmacies. If 
these don't work, your doctor may 
recommend one of the following: 

• Lasers can make vai·icose and 
spider veins vanish. 

• Injections can close the veins 
and make them fade away. This is 
called "sclerotherapy." 

• Heat is used to destroy vai-icose 
veins. A catheter is inserted in a lai·ge 
vai-icose vein. The tip of the catheter 
is heated and then withdrawn. 

• Catheters can also be used 
with radiofrequency or lasers to 
close veins. 

• The veins can be removed 
with incisions. This is called "vein 
stripping." 

• Small varicose veins can be 
taken out with little punctures of 

the skin. Surgical hooks remove 
the veins. This is called "ambula
tory phlebectomy." 

• In advanced cases of varicose 
veins, "endoscopic vein surgery" 
may be used. In this procedure, the 
surgeon inserts a tiny video camera 
to help in the removal of the veins 
with incisions. 

Var-icose veins can't be prevent
ed, but there are steps you can take 
to reduce the chances of getting 
them. Here are some pointers: 

• Walking improves the circula
tion in your legs. 

• Losing weight reduces pres
sure on veins. 

• Low-heel shoes and flats exer
cise your calves. 

• Tight clothes resh-ict 
circulation. 

• Lying with your legs up 
improves circulation. 

• Sitting, especially with crossed 
legs, or standing for a long time 
cuts down on circulation. 

• Eating foods low in salt and 
high in fiber is beneficial. Salt 
leads to water retention and swell
ing. Not consuming enough fiber 
leads to constipation, which can 
conti·ibute to vai·icose veins. 

If you want to ask a question, 
write to fred@healthygeezer.com 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Susan B. Anthony Dollars Stolen; 
Chuck E. Cheese Tokens Returned 

322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
(413) 772-2700 

E-mail: bikebob@crocker.com 
Web Page: http:llwww.bikes-unlimited.com 

DIE WISE from page B1 

Following her friend's death, 
Cooper searched for learning op
portunities and found Jenkinson 
was doing a workshop at Rowe 
Conference Center. Experiencing 
his approach left her "grateful to 
have an encounter with someone 
with such depth, such knowledge 
of the subject." She thought others 
might benefit, and her hunch turned 
out to be correct: to date, around 
thi1ty people have signed up to read 
and discuss the book. 

Asked why she was one of them, 
Rosie Heidkamp, town librarian, 
said, "Because death is a reality 
- and as our community ages, we'll 
face death more often." She said 
gathering to open up to each other 
about experiences and feelings 
around dying "gives us a wider be1th 
to be able to talk, supp01t each other 
with illness, with cancer issues. 

Heidkamp suspects that "the 
more of us in the community who 
have a language and shared sensi
bility about it, when we're facing 
each others' deaths, the more room 
there'll be to be able to talk, to be 
honest rather than awkward, to be 
real with each other and not get oth
er people's fears coming at you." 

"I'm not very comfortable talk
ing about dying," confessed Tru
dy Smith, another participant. "It 
doesn't usually come up, and when 
it does, there's so much sorrow. In 
the group I thought we might get 
more ease. I'm always interested in 
people's stories. 

"So far, people have been ve1y 
fo1thcoming. I've learned a lot. It's 
been ve1y heaitwaiming - I know 
my neighbors a little better. But 
mainly, I realize I'm not very com
fo1table talking about it." 

Jenkinson calls ours a death
phobic culture, but Smith wonders 
if technology might have created 
the problem. "Yes, there's a trend 
toward making us live as long as 
possible. That hints that we have 
difficulty giving up our life. We tiy 
eve1ything, Western - and Eastern 
- medicine, what it has to offer. But 
I'm not sure we're afraid of dying 
- we're just used to availing our
selves of technology. We feel enti
tled to it, all of it, plus a long, long 
life. I don't know if it's a phobia 
or just a deep sense of entitlement. 
And we all struggle: how much is 
too much ... ? At what point to stop 
interventions?" 

Jerry Bai·illa referred to a passage 
in the book to the effect that people 
who have been implicitly asked by 
family, friends, the medical profes
sion, etc., "to die for far too long" 
have literally said out loud, "You 
wouldn't treat a dog this way." 

"That sentiment," he said, "con
fiims what I caine into the group 
with, that description of the end of 
a life cycle. It clarifies it for me. We 
need to change our attitudes." 

Smith said Jenkinson doesn't con
demn people. "He acknowledges that 

they're well-meaning. Just caught." 
She likes the stories he includes of 
those he's worked with as a consul
tant to the dying through palliative 
care and hospice organizations. 

Ricky Bame, co-owner of Seeds 
of Solidai·ity Faim in Orange, said 
he came with the premise: "If you 
want to truly live, you need to 
know how to die." He said he has 
"no knowledge about that process. 
Also, when people around you are 
dying or really sick, how do you re
late to it? It fascinates me." 

He called the group "Amazing. 
Death is heavy; talking about it in the 
group brings out people's true hu
manity. It's the equalizer. As a group 
we're all trying to figure it out. We 
have to be humble. To be around oth
er humans in a hmnble way." 

Book group member Maggie 
Houghton called death "a subject 
I've been thinking about for quite 
a while. I've thought a lot about 
my own death, knowing it's com
ing at some point." She said she has 
"some ideas about how I'd like it to 
not happen." 

For her, the group ideally would 
go beyond just discussing the book 
itself - "that we'll develop some 
response in the community to peo
ple who are dying. The people who 
gathered around Molly [Kaynor] 
and Clearwater [Liberty]," both 
Wendell women who died within 
the last few years. . . "They were 
able to keep [them] at home. It 
takes quite a lot, a lot of people." 

"There's a general awareness 
quite a few of us ai·e heading down 
this road, and we can talk to each 
other about it, not feel isolated. 
We're not in this alone." 

Houghton noted that Jenkinson 
"kind of turns a lot of things upside 
down. Talking about how nothing 
on this Ea1th is dependent on hu
man beings: the animals are depen
dent on plants, plants ai·e dependent 
on the Ea1th. [Yet] we like to think 
that we 're the most significant thing 
on Ea1th. The book is ve1y thought 
provoking!" 

Heidkamp believes "Cleai-,'' 
as Clea1water was known to her 
friends, "gave a real gift to us." 
This a1tist and beloved community 
member managed to keep an open
ness about her coming death. "It 
was a lot of months - she was di
agnosed in April, died in October. 
We sat on her porch and laughed 
together. Her rhododendron," she 
reminisced, "she wanted to be sure 
it was well pruned one last time ... 
There was almost a sense of ap
proaching birth! 

"When somebody has had the 
fullness of their life, there's an op
po1tunity to be able to celebrate it 
together." Heidkamp added "And 
what a gift reading this book to
gether gives us!" 

Shay Cooper said it's not too 
late to join a discussion group, and 
those interested could call II 
her at (978) 544-2190. ■ 
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Monday, 2/29 

10:59 a.m. Officers at 
DIAL/SELF attempting 
to locate a missing juvenile 
per request of Athol PD. 
Staff advise that missing 
female is not there at that 
time. Female's boyfriend 
still resides there but is not 
believed to have returned 
there last night. Staff will 
be on lookout and call 
MPD if they return. 
6:10 p.m. Caller advis
ing there are 2 needles in 
a parking space outside 
Family Dollar; she found 
them when going to leave 
for the day. Officer in area 
will retrieve items. 
6:10 p.m. Caller from Five 
Eyed Fox advising of a few 
people who just came in to 
the establishment. Parties 
were yelling and causing 
a disturbance; when caller 
asked them to leave, they 
refused at first. When 
caller advised she was call
ing the PD, the parties left. 
Caller requests to have on 
record that they have been 
asked not to return. 
6:21< p.m. Caller believes 
that missing female of
ficers were looking for 
last night was just in the 
DIAL/SELF building but 
has since left (6-10 minutes 
ago). Description provided. 
Officers advising negative 
findings; checked all the 
Patch as well as the Avenue 
A/Montague City Road 
area and spoke to employ
ees at Cumberland Farms. 
Units will continue to be 
on lookout. 
10:36 p.m. Caller com
plaining of loud music 
possibly coming from 
Brick House Community 
Center. Officer stated mu
sic was not that loud and 
could not be heard from 
the street. However, he 
spoke to the people there 
and advised them of the 
complaint. This is the last 
set of the night. 
11 :08 p.m. Caller from De
pot Street reporting 1' large 
diesel trucks idling in the 
road and blocking a drive
way; they are very loud, 
and caller cannot sleep. 
Tuesday, 3/1 
7:50 a.m. Caller from Pros
pect Street advises that ve
hicle was broken into some
time after 9 p.m. last night. 
Vehicle contents were rifled 
through, and $30 in Susan 
B. Anthony dollars was sto
len. Report taken. 
9: 11< a.m. Caller from 
DIAL/SELF reporting 
that a client's motor ve
hicle was broken into over
night. Several items stolen, 
including a GPS unit. Re
port taken. 
10:30 a.m. Caller request
ing to speak with an officer 
re: suspicious activity that 
occurred in October 2015. 
Caller found several Chuck 
E. Cheese tokens on her 
front lawn this morning; 
she is concerned that this 
may be related to a break
ing and entering to her 

residence in October 2015. 
Caller requests extra pa
trols in her neighborhood 
due to this issue and other 
suspicious activity. 
2: 11 p.m. Caller request
ing to speak with an offi
cer re: an incident that oc
curred the other day with 
a neighbor. Dispute was 
over a handicapped park
ing place. Caller advised 
of options and to call if 
this happens again. 
3: 11< p.m. Caller from Hill
crest Elementary School 
requesting an officer to 
assist with traffic from 
school dismissal/buses 
and traffic from voting. 
Wednesday, 3/2 

10:51 p.m. 

was arrested on a proba
tion warrant. 
Thursday, 3/3 

1':03 p.m. Caller advising 
of female party driving a 
red Subaru lmpreza with 
a piece of plywood on the 
roof unsecured. Caller 
states that vehicle was 
traveling northbound on 
Federal Street just south 
of Swamp Road, was 
only going about 10 mph, 
and plywood had already 
come off once, almost 
hitting another car. Of
ficer off with vehicle on 
Federal Street; assisted 
motorist with securing 
plywood. Party will con
tinue to drive slowly with 
hazards on. 
5:05 p.m. Caller from 
Hillside Road reporting 3 
kids with a 1' wheeler and 
dirt bike riding in the area 
of the hill by the baseball 
fields. Caller stated kids all 
have helmets on; however, 
he is concerned due to 
the way they are riding 
(blowing donuts) that the 
school will not allow the 
snowmobilers to use this 
property. Officer reports 
that parties were gone on 
arrival and there does not 
appear to be any property 
damage. 
Friday, 3/4 

12:06 a.m. Caller re
porting suspicious trac
tor trailer unit driving 
around Sheffield Elemen
tary School. Caller states 
that operator parked the 
truck behind the school 
and was walking around 
it. Truck may be marked 
"Burke." Officers out with 
operator of truck; same is 
delivering oil. 

1 :68 p.m. Party into station 
to report that she over
heard a conversation in 
which her neighbor stated 
that he would "poison her." 
Referred to an officer. 
2: 11 p.m. Manager from 
Rite Aid stating there is a 
shoplifter currently in the 
store. Caller witnessed her 
putting multiple items into 
her bag; he also witnessed 
her taking items out of 
boxes and placing the 
empty boxes back on the 
shelf. Officer advises that 
party was escorted out of 
the business, and she was 
trespassed from the loca
tion by the manager. 
7 p.m. Caller from L Street 
advising that items were 
taken from her car again. 
Advised of options. 
8:31 p.m. Officer off with 
approximately 1' kids at 
the skate park. Gathering 
dispersed. 
10:19 p.m. Officer mov
ing along a group of kids 
from the skate park. 
Saturday, 3/ 5 

1':1'9 a.m. F.L. Roberts em
ployee reporting intoxi
cated male causing prob
lem in store. Male then 
went outside and urinated 
on side of building; is now 
lying on ground outside 
of building. Male taken 
into protective custody 
and later released. 
11 :1'9 a.m. Caller report
ing a brush fire on a front 
lawn on South Ferry Road; 
fire is reportedly getting 
close to the house. Shel
burne Control notified to 
tone MCFD. MCFD en 
route. Officer advises ho
meowner has fire mostly 
extinguished; some grass 
still burning. 
1:1'8 p.m. Landlord re
ports that she was show
ing an apartment on K 
Street and noticed some
one living in the attic of 
the building. Female party 
reportedly stated that she 
wanted to stay until next 
week when she would have 
an apartment. Landlord 
requested that she leave. 
Also received a call from 
one of the building's ten
ants reporting the same. 
Officers spoke to callers. 
Party was not there upon 
officers' arrival. Landlord 
will put a lock on the door 
to the attic; if the tenant 
hears any noise upstairs, 
they will call MPD. 
3:36 p.m. Caller requesting 

to speak to an officer re: 
his wife's daughter steal
ing his vehicle. Caller's 
insurance was canceled, 
so vehicle was parked due 
to being unregistered/un
insured. Caller believes 
daughter will be in down
town area. Officer located 
vehicle parked on Fourth 
Street; caller called back 
advising of same. 
1':03 p.m. Caller in skate 
park area complaining of a 
gray Ford Explorer oper
ated by a young male that 
has been speeding, spin
ning its tires, has come 
and gone three times now. 
Caller concerned for chil
dren in area. Officers will 
be on lookout. 
9:fl p.m. Caller from K 
Street advising that the 
female party earlier found 
living in an attic was back 
attempting to return to 
the attic. Landlord had put 
a new lock on the door; 
female is using a screw
driver to try to break it. 
Responding officers ad
vise all clear; parties in 
the apartment next door 
to the caller were spoken 
to and advised how to 
get any belongings they 
have left upstairs from the 
landlord and not to enter 
the attic if they do not 
have a key. 
Sunday, 3/6 

9:52 a.m. Caller from L 
Street just walked outside 
to find a broken window 
on her rental car. She has 
spoken to officers mul
tiple times in the past few 
days regarding suspicious 
activity, larceny, and pos
sible breaking/ entering. 
Officer requesting on
call detective to see if he 
could lift prints off vehi
cle; heavy damage to side. 
Investigated. 
10:36 a.m. Caller con
cerned about a tractor
trailer truck parked across 
from Greenfield Savings 
Bank on Avenue A that has 
been running for approxi
mately 1 hour. Caller upset 
about the exhaust that the 
vehicle is emitting. Call
er also concerned about 
the trucks parking in the 
Food City lot as she does 
not want this space to be
come a truck stop. While 
on phone, caller advised 
that the truck on the side 
of the road was leaving. 
Caller advised this would 
be on record. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Rau'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Tumers Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 111 

AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

SALES• SERVICE• INSTALLATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106 West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
Franklin: 773-9497 
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MAX BUS from page B 1 
the Mohawk Trail and in Western 
Mass. "People pay good money to 
travel to places like this and here I 
am living in it." 

The business center provides af
fordable office cubicles and high 
speed wireless on the third floor of 
the Old Fellows Building, owned 
and managed by Buckland's Mi
chael Mccusker. Englert finds Shel
bwne Falls and the center "open, 
positive, ve1y friendly, a great place 
for my business. I don't like to work 
at home in my office. This is a re
markable place to work, with 15 to 
20 people; none of us do the same 
thing. The diversity of it is very spe
cial and ve1y positive. 

"Fate, or whatever you want to call 
it, has landed me here. I look down at 
the river, the Bridge of Flowers, and 

go downstairs for a sandwich. It's a 
wonderful place to do business, to 
think about what's next." 

What drives her transportation 
passion's bus? "Over the last 25 
years, there's been a significant 
decrease in transportation services 
in rural areas like Franklin County 
and elsewhere. 

"I'm always interested in asking 
the question, 'How can we reverse 
the disinvestment in 1ural trans
po1tation?' Because living in a ru
ral area most of my life, I have a 
strnng interest, both personally and 
professionally, in how we sustain 
our communities and the vital links 
to regional urban centers while 
maintaining our quality of life and 
managing growth." 

She drives over 2000 miles a 
month, attending business meetings 

The bus line is operated as a nonprofit. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

in Gardner, Athol, Worcester and 
elsewhere. The company is set up as 
a social justice enterprise: "We don't 
charge profit on our work, bridging 
the private and public sector. We 
have a network of colleagues who 
I've worked with in 25 years of my 
area, tackling issues that come up in 
small rural areas. 

''No one - ve1y few - people 
sitting in skyscrapers are doing 
this. It's not something you'll ever 
make money in; I'm looking at it 
as a positive force. It's not about 
profit, not about going global, it's 
about building a local network of 
people who care." 

As the overall general population 
expands, she is considering trans
po1tation needs in mral areas as far 
away as South Dakota and Iowa 
from her Shelburne Falls office. 

"Because I'm not making a prof
it, for me, looking at the project that 
has the greatest social justice return 
and greatest impact on the com
munity - that's how I gauge what's 
the pressing need, and what we can 
work on next." 

For more info1mation and bus 
schedules, access ridernaxbus.com. 
For info on the business center, see 

bridgeofflowersbusiness- 1•■.., 
center.cont !'4 
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READ DOWN Service READ UP 

ARRIVE FROM CONNECTING SERVICE o DEPART TO 

4.10 AM - Hartford/New York 12:35 PM 9.:o PM 

- - Springfield 2:AO PM 9::0 PM 
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7:32 AM 3:12 PM Orange 10:13 AM 6:13 PM 
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Granby Knocks Turners 
Boys Out of Playoffs 

Millionaires Top Franklin Tech 

By MATT ROBINSON 

Granby 67 - TFHS 56 
The Granby Rams defeated the 

Turners Falls Basketball Indians in the 
second round of the D-IV playoffs on 
Friday March 4. The loss ended Power
town's playoff aspirations. 

At the beginning of the game, Granby 
hit two foul shots. Twners was able to hit 
a three-pointer to take the lead, but this 
was a harbinger of things to come. 

By the end of the game, Twners had 
committed 19 fouls while Granby had 
only 11. As a result, only 2 Indians hit foul 
shots for a total of 6 points while Granby 
doubled up by hitting 12 freebees. 

The first qua1ter remained tight un
til 1: 17 was left in the period, when the 
score was 16-14. That's when Granby 
hit a three-pointer, ending the quarter 
with Blue down by 5 points, 19-14. 

In the second period, the Rams 

PLAYER STATISTICS 
Season Career 

Jalen Sanders 376 822 
Tionne Brown 193 349 
Josh Obochowski 184 184 
Nick Cl'Oteau 116 129 
Kyle Bergmann 83 83 
Rick Crnver 81 81 
Tyler Lavin 79 79 
Jeremy Wolfram 55 55 
James Vaughn 44 44 
Colby Dobias 38 39 
Anthony Peterson 37 37 
Javoni Williams 9 9 
Trevor Mankowsky4 4 
Ian Moriarty 4 4 

popped out to a 9-point lead, 23-14, 
with less than a minute elapsed. Then 
they stretched the lead to 12 points, 30-
18 with 3:50 left in the first half. 

The Rams maintained their double
digit lead throughout the period, and the 
first half ended with a score of39-26. 

In the third period, Granby held the 
Tribe to 9 points while scoring 15 of 
their own, and after three quaiters led 
54-35. Turners managed to make up 
some of the deficit in the last qua1ter, 
outscoring Granby 21-13, but the Rams 
held on to take the game 67-56. 

Tionne Brown was the game's high 
scorer hitting 4 two-pointers, going 2 
for 2 from the line and landing four 
3-pointers for a total of 22 points. He 
also pulled down three rebounds, gave 
three assists, made two steals and had 
a deflection. 

Jalen Sanders scored 17 points on 
five 2-pointers, four free throws and a 
3. He also grabbed four rebow1ds, made 
two assists and took a steal. 

Josh Obochowski scored all 6 of 
his points on layups and added five re
bounds, an assist and a deflection. Kyle 
Bergmann got 4 points, on a layup and a 
floor shot, and had six rebounds, a steal 
and a deflection. 

Anthony Peterson went 2 for 3 from 
the floor for 4 points and took four re
bounds, made an assist and blocked a 
shot. Tyler Lavin hit a 3-pointer, gave 
four assists and grabbed a rebound. 

Ricky Craver had three rebounds, an 
assist and a deflection. Nick Croteau 
and Colby Dobias both had rebounds, 
and Trevor Mankowsky also saw 
playing time. 

By MATT ROBINSON 

Lenox 57 - Franklin Tech 42 
PLAYER STATISTICS 

On Thursday March 3, the Lenox Millionaires shift
ed into high gear in the fowth quaiter, cementing a win 
against Franklin Tech, ai1d eliininating the Eagles from 
the D-IV playoffs. 

Colin Gould 
Zach Korpiewski 
CJ Daignault 

Season Career 
478 592 
369 369 
131 165 

Lenox held the high-flying Eagles to just four points 
in the first qua1ter ai1d led by 8 at the half, 26-18. The 
Eagles chipped away one point in the third, pulling to 
within 7 points, 34-27, going into the final quaiter. 

Corey Johnson 
Alex McBurnie 
Joel Farrick 
Max Charest 

98 103 
58 101 
84 89 
81 81 

But that's when the Millionaires caught fire. They 
put up 23 points and extended their lead to 15, 57-42, 
when the final buzzer sounded. 

Tyler Hastings 
Jared Bergmann 
Jake Despines 

49 49 
21 21 
16 16 

Colin Gould led the Eagles with 16 points on sev
en field goals and two free throws. Zach Korpiewski 
scored 9 points on four buckets and a freebee. Joel Far
rick added 7 points with a foul shot and three baskets. 
CJ Daignault hit a 3-pointer and a bucket for 5 points. 
Tyler Hastings cracked in a 3-pointer, and Corey John
son added two points. 

Seth Sierakoski 15 15 
Cole Littlewood 5 5 

Thanks to Sean Crowell for 
providing additional statistics. 

FRANKLIN TECH GIRLS 
PLAYER STATISTICS 

Season Career 
Brittany Andrews 241 666 
Ashlee Townsley 116 208 
Michelle Leh 84 177 
Alexis Barrett 30 75 
Amber Merritt 36 70 
Brooke Adams 40 40 
Haley Kidder 37 37 
Erin O'Neil 0 19 
Cassie Harris 8 8 
Emily Giguere 0 7 
Bri Wilder 4 4 
Emily Maselli 2 2 
Kat Zanders 2 2 
Kristin Slowinski 0 2 

Free Parent Workshop 
Would you like your child(ren) to feel competent 

and confident in themselves and with others? 
Are you looking for strategies to help your 

child(ren) leain how to manage their emotions and to 
follow directions and communicate more effectively? 
Do you want some new ideas to deal with challeng
ing behaviors? 

If you answered yes to one or more of these ques
tions, join us for a workshop series, Positive Solu
tions for Families with Sarah Patton at the Erving 
Elementa1y School. This six-pait series offers incen
tives if you attend at least five evenings! Tuesdays, 
from 6 to 7:30 pm.: March, 15, 22, 29; April, 5, 12, 
and 26. 

Free dinner and/or childcai·e for pa1ticipants who 
pre-register. Please contact the Community Network 
for Children, to register or with any questions, at 
budine@erving.com or (978) 544-5157. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Kristi A. Bodin. Es~. 
Attorney and Counselor a Law 

Cell 413.695.9848 

Serving small businesses, individuals, and municipalities. 
More than twenty years experience. 

Business Law. Personal Injury. Zoning. Special Permits. 
Liquor Licenses. Municipal Law. Litigation. And more. 

150 Fearing_ Street. Suite 8 - Amherst MA 01002 
Tel. 413.549.3766 - Fax 800.760.1225 

kah@lawyeramherstma.com - wwwlawyeramherstma.com 

~issance IB~ilders 
Q!}afity. Crajtsmansliip. Oritfi11al rtfioll{Jlit. 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Montague Mini Storage I Mike Fuller-owner 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 
bedson l@comcast.net 

liome Fax: (413) 863-0218 

i\llanially Real Estate 
92 Federal Street 

Greenfield, MA 01301 
Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
Realtor, Urol;cr. AUR, CRS, c-1'1\0, Gill, SRES, CBR 
1\ la. l.itl'll~C ;009535fl()() 

CB@ .... _AfJ..S 

www.ManiattyRealty.com 

EDL 

MARIACHI 
SHOE REPAIR 

111 AVE A, TURNERS FALU 
MON· FRI, 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 
SUNDAY, 10 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMAL1FURNITURE • COLLECTIBLES• DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Lite! Ope1z 7 Days a Uleek 

GOOD USED USABLES 
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Place your business card here (12 Week minimum).   call 863-8666

spaceport from page B1
round kind on music boards. The en-
ergy vortex feels strong here. 

Inside, there are science exhib-
its; for example, on the use of gy-
roscopes in space travel. One wall 
acts as an art gallery. My favorite 
painting depicts a map of the moon 
with a mandala-like flower and Star 
of David circumscribed over it, sur-
rounded by horses, angels, women 
with Victorian umbrellas, and faces 
that look like Cleopatra, Rasputin, 
and Bob Marley. 

A young woman, wearing a blue 
jumpsuit with a patch that probably 
infringes on a copyright held by 
Star Trek creator Gene Roddenber-
ry, stands behind a counter. Behind 
her head, halo-like, is a widescreen 
TV fading between images of proj-
ects based at the spaceport, includ-
ing Virgin Galactic’s experimental 
spacecraft and pictures of historic 
space feats. It also includes a scroll-
ing CNN-like news ticker of space 
news at the bottom. 

She is really good at answering 
my questions: There would be no 
TSA security check at the space-
port. The spaceport is good for the 
town and the local economy. 

Virgin Galactic’s first passenger 
spaceplane crashed during a test 
flight because of pilot error, and their 
new craft was just completed two 

weeks ago. (My travel companion, 
Julia Golomb, suggests that maybe 
this one would be Lady Gaga’s. )

Jocelyn – she doesn’t tell me 
her last name – is a true believer, 
informing me with conviction that 
“we’re dealing with a historic event 
– when we do start sending people 
into space, they will come.” 

She lets me know that, despite 
my media credentials, it’s very, very 
unlikely that they will let me in over 
at the spaceport. I knew that this 
probable misadventure would take 
a great deal of energy, so I ate the 
crumbled freeze-dried space Oreos 
on Jocelyn’s sample plate.

*  *  *

The car is in the shop getting its 
code read, so I hop on my bike. Ac-
tually, I’d probably have chosen to 
bike anyway – I want to see and feel 

the 30 miles of desert between town 
and the spaceport, and I know the 
best way to do it is from the leather 
saddle of my Univega. 

I cross the Rio Grande and head 
up into the Caballo Mountains. The 
traffic-less road is cut deep and tall, 
with rock walls rising up on either 
side. Partway up I reach the El-
ephant Butte Reservoir. 

Manmade lakes in the desert al-
ways make me feel uncomfortable, 
and this one is no exception. Over 
it hangs the embarrassed poignancy 
of a shrunken lake crowded with a 
marina and party boats that are too 
many, and too big. 

It’s a perfect day for biking: the 
air is cool and the sun is warm, not 
hot. I crest the tops of the mountains 
and can see the entire 25-mile-wide 
valley in front of me. On this side 
of the pass the mountains are not as 
steep and I can see the land flow gen-
tly down to the next range to the east, 
beyond which lie the Trinity Test 
Site, the White Sands Missile Range, 
and Holloman Air Force Base.

I don’t have a smart phone, so I’m 
using complicated-appearing direc-
tions scribed by hand from Google 
Maps, which on some animal level 
I mistrust. But just as listed, at mile 
10.0, I make a right-angle turn onto 
County Road AO 08, which basi-
cally appears to be a dirt-surfaced 

ranch road. 
My danger sense begins tin-

gling because people I’d asked in 
town had assured me that the road 
was paved the whole way out, and 
according to my directions, this 
looked to be the beginning of a vast 
labyrinth of unmarked ranch roads. 
I get off my bike, drink some wa-
ter, and eat one of the three choco-
late nougat bars I’d brought to stay 
alive. I look around for a sign. 

The Stop sign is full of bullet 
holes, but this doesn’t seem surpris-
ing. There are cattle bones, and cac-
tuses that look like nopales – I won-
der if I could eat them in a pinch. 

Then I see a bright blue spot on 
the ground. It stands out because 
everything else, even the green of 
the cactus and the red of the Stop 
sign, is actually a shade of brown. 

I pick it up. It’s a blue plastic 
square the size of my thumbnail, 

with two golden tabs, and to me 
it looks like a kind of near-future 
external hard drive – like the kind 
that they must probably already be 
using at the spaceport. I remind 
myself that I had hoped to get clos-
er to death on the trip, and I ride 
on, into the dust.

I navigate my way through the 
spider web of ranch roads, my byz-
antine list of Google directions held 
pressed against my handlebars. I 
can more or less tell where I am by 
the north-south running mountains 
that border the valley. 

Occasionally I hit deep sand pits 
that require great concentration and 
strength to stay upright through. I 
pass over many cattle guards whose 
wide spacing threatens to swallow 
my road bike tires. 

There are a lot of large cattle and 
I wonder if they are Ted Turner’s 
aurochs, the ancient wild ancestors 
to today’s cows, which a person in 
town told me lived in this valley. 
There are windmill wells, and I can 
sometimes see a house. 

The apparent openness of the 
landscape deceptively conceals 
things. Despite the intense mind-lock 
I’m using to keep my wheels on the 
barely-at-all-packed part of the road, 
I suddenly become aware that there’s 
a truck behind me, driving fast. 

I zag over to the shoulder, com-
ing dangerously close to straddling 
my top-tube, and the cowboy drives 
past, tipping his hat at me in a way 
that seems smug. While our eyes 
are still connected, the cyclists’ 
feeling of defiance prompts me to 
start yelling, “Which way to the 
spaceport, cowboy?” but he drives 
on without recognition.

After an hour on uncounted 
range roads I pop out on a recent-
ly paved two-laner, running dead 
south through the middle of the 
valley. This was the road that any 
human with any sense would direct 
you to take. When it comes to bik-
ing, smoothness is like energy, and 
I fly along over the gently flowing 
terrain, past the carcasses of cattle 
in every stage of decomposition. 

I stop to take a skull – it fits di-
agonally in my pannier, just barely, 
and I hope that it is the skull of an 
auroch. Next to its complete skel-
eton, its skin lies on the ground, 
almost whole. It’s so dried and rug-
like that it seems like it was tanned 
by a professional. 

The only vehicle that passes me 
on this road is the Follow the Sun 
Tours mini-bus – the $50 tour that I 
did not want to pay for.

*  *  *
 
After blasting along for forty-

five minutes or so I begin to see a 
ranch, to the east of the road. Be-
sides the small ranch house I notice 
some outbuildings behind, with 
dark brown roofs. 

As I draw closer, it becomes ap-
parent that these buildings are actu-
ally quite far from the ranch, and 
that they are huge. I coast to a stop 
at a four-way that looks like the 
crossroads where Robert Johnson 
met the Devil. 

In front of me, the pavement 
turns to dirt and continues south-
ward to the horizon. To the right, a 
range road heads off, in an ashes-
to-ashes dust-to-dust sort of way. A 
sign points left, 2 miles downhill on 
pavement, to the spaceport. 

I can see all of it laid out: the 
runway they refer to as Spaceway 
16-34; the swoop-winged shape of 
the terminal known as the Gate-
way to Space; the round, Jetsons-y 
building that houses the Southwest 

Spaceport Authority and Mis-
sion Control, all surrounded by 
the smooth, featureless valley and 
backed by dark mountains. 

Tiny-seeming, elongate red 
trucks drive between the buildings, 
like blood cells between organs.

I coast up to the security check-
point. I consider just cruising 
through, but instead venture a greet-
ing to the slouching, comfortable-
looking back of the security guard. 
He stands to attention really very 
quickly, apparently surprised by my 
accidental stealth, dropping his pis-
tol magazine onto his chair. 

I show him my Montague Re-
porter All-Access photo-lanyard, 
and he says that I cannot enter. 

I tell him that I’d spoken with 
Sandra at Spaceport Authority, and 
she said she’d get me in.  

“No way,” he replies. 
I mention that the spaceport is 

owned by the taxpayers of Sierra 
County, and he stares at me blankly. 

I ask him what it is like to work at 
the spaceport. “Life’s an adventure 
every day,” he responds, with the 
sarcasm-free deadpan I imagine all 
Constitution-owning patriot types to 
possess. Basically, he seems annoy-
able, like a cat woken from a nap 
by a toddler, so I let him get back to 
his Survival Weapons And Tactics 
Magazine, or whatever it is.

*  *  *
 
The desert is exciting to me be-

cause it feels like it is between eras 
of time. Chronos is taking a break 
and the cambium of life is peeled 
away, allowing one to see back 
through time, periods and eras ap-
pearing like the rings of a tree. 

In the West Texas desert we found 
hundreds of fossils – trilobites, an-
cient ferns, spiral ammonites over a 
foot in diameter. The land here was 
a teaming sea, then a rioting forest, 
and the pause of the desert today 
suggests that it will be these again.

This New Mexican desert sug-
gests distant times of a different 
sort: a nostalgic cowboy past, and 
a techno-utopian future. The two 
parallel wagon-wheel ruts of the 
Camino Real, the old Spanish road 
from Mexico to Santa Fe, pass 
through the valley just a couple 
miles from Spaceport America. Or 
perhaps these visions are not di-
vergent: they coexist like in a real-
world space western, a plausible 
prequel to Firefly.

Do most of the people in the 
neighboring communities benefit 
from Spaceport America’s presence? 
Do blockbuster mega-projects help 
people who are not already well off? 

Out of four people I spoke with, 
two were affirmative, two negative. 
A woman who worked at the Charles 
Motel told me that her husband had 
worked clearing the sagebrush off 

the site, and her son had helped build 
the road that sped my journey. 

My server at El Faro Mexican 
Restaurant, where I gorge myself 
upon getting back into town, only 
knows a security guard. She quips, 
in that not really understanding, but 
eager-to-please way, “You like to go 
on bike rides? That’s cool.” 

The spaceport, which is sup-
posed to be paying Sierra and Doña 
Ana counties, has not yet generated 
enough money, and so the taxpay-
ers of these small rural counties are 
still paying for this outpost of Sili-
con Valley.

*  *  *
 
Truth or Consequences seems 

to favor big, Hollywood-inspired 
solutions – first a sensational name 
change, then voting to build a first-
in-the-world commercial spaceport. 

Years ago, when first traveling 
the southwest, I spied Truth or Con-
sequences on a map and knew that 
I had to go. On this trip, I stayed at 
the Charles Motel, I ate at El Faro, 
and I bought groceries. 

But when a very rich person buys 
a $250,000 ticket from a British 
corporation to fly out of a spaceport 
that’s 30 miles into the desert, it’s 
not clear how that economic activ-
ity will circulate through the com-
munity. If the spaceport succeeds 
in creating an industry, as was the 
hope of Bill Richardson, the former 
governor who generated the idea, 
then likely it will benefit local peo-
ple from all walks of life. 

Many names of businesses in 
town start with “Truth,” like Truth 
Tattoos. The spaceport, while 
there’s still more literal tumbleweed 
on the road than cars, is more like a 
living myth.

Spaceport America is in the 
middle of the desert because the 
tech and aerospace firms don’t 
want spies to steal their cutting-
edge technology. But it also means 
that there’s the potential that it will 
disappear without a human to bear 
witness, like 96% of all life in the 
Permian Extinction. 

In a traffic-less roundabout at the 
entry to Spaceport America there’s 
a huge sculpture, called “Genesis,” 
by Tucson-based artist Otto Rigan. 
It’s a huge red parabolic arc, el-
evated a few feet off the ground. 
According to the artist, it symbol-
izes Spaceport America’s supposed 
mission of making space travel ac-
cessible to all. 

But my initial thought – perhaps 
because, in that moment, a cow-
boy was driving by in a dirty 1-ton 
flatbed that smelled like pelletized 
chicken manure – was “it’s bull 
horns.” Whatever happens in the 
future in this valley, the sculpture 
works.

Our intrepid reporter, under his vehicle.

NOTICE OF FILING 
On February 28, 2016, Turners Falls Hydro LLC, PO Box 149, 

Hamilton, MA 01936 filed an Notice of Intent (NOI), Preliminary 
Application Document (PAD) and Request to Use the Traditional 

Licensing Process (TLP) with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for the re-licensing of Turners Falls Hydro Project 

(FERC No. 2622), located at 16 Canal Road, Montague, MA. 
The NOI, PAD and TLP documents are available for public 

inspection at 823 Bay Road, Hamilton, MA, or can be downloaded 
from the FERC library at http://elibrary-backup.ferc.gov/ 

Comments on the NOI, PAD and request to use the TLP are 
due to the Commission and potential applicant no later than 

March 29, 2016 and must reference the project number P-2622. 
– Turners Falls Hydro, LLC.  Respondents must submit an 
electronic filing pursuant to 385.2003(c) or an original and 

seven copies of their comments to the Secretary, FERC, 
888 First Street, NE, Washington, DC 20426.

juliA Rose goluMB pHoto

DOLAN & DOLAN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVE:NUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
413-863-3133 

u 

---------B. RUBIN & SONS INC. 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS 

Shocks • Tires • Batteries • Starters 
Struts • Tune-ups • Brakes • Oil Change 

194 MILLERS FALLS RD. • 413•863-2236 
10% SENIOR DISCOUNT FREE ESTIMATES 

MASS INSPECTION STATION: NO. 13051 
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Create a collaged picture with this newspaper! 

A strange bird for coloring. 

Spring is coming. If you see 

a lone baby bird who can sit 

on a branch or stand up like 

this little robin, they may look 
helpless, but their p81·ents 

Bl"e probably ne8l·by watching 

over them as they learn to fly! 

This is an 

American robin. 

Can you see or 

hear any outside 
right now? 

Carefully cut out the parts of this 
bird and tape them together! 

Create a shadow picture! 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FRED HOLMGREN 
Piano Tuning & Repair 

Serving central New England 
for more than 35 years 

978-544-5494 
fredholmgren@gmail.com 

CHARON ART 
VrsroNARY TATTOO 

In~ed, holistic tattoos 
focus on personal energy, 

spontaneous creation. 

www.CharonArt.com 
413.676.9146 

107 Avenue A, Great Falls 

0 iftftiWNSEllsfdRIGEnt 
UPPER END OF WELLS S REET, GREENFIELD 

413-883-7323 ~ '4d\£l'{ Of 
Easy in"tovrn location ~rr\$1 ~ 
Secure 24-hour access ,,1,\(U • 

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA fl/ 
Con1.ructors, Pico Marketers. Trod~show Vcnotirs 

and Art.ists encouraged lo im1uire 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT solicits entries for its April exhibit 
Where in Leverett? at the 
Leverett Library. Take a photo, 
draw a picture, write a poem, 
riddle or paragraph about a place 
in Leverett. Challenge others to 
figure out where it is through your 
work. Deadline March 15. Info at 
www.rattlesnakeguttertrust.org) 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions. Musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH 

Wagon Wheel, Gill: Wagon Wheel 
Word. First week of each month. 
Monthly poetry reading, often with 
special guest poets. 6 p.m. 

Carnegie Library: Outside the 
Lines! Last Monday of each 
month. Adult Coloring Group. 
Supplies provided. 6:30 p.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Crafts and activities for children 
of all ages. 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Mez, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages 
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30 
a.m. to noon. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

Carnegie Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 
Derek Bridges. Live acoustic 
guitar. 7 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Watchdog Open Mic. All 
musIcIans, comedians, and 
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m. 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto
ry Hour. Stories and hands-on 
arts & crafts. 10 a.m. to noon. 

CeCe's Chinese Restaurant, 
Turners Falls: Traditional Native 
American and improvised Asian 

Slate Roof Press, a member
run, not-for-profit collaborative, 
invites submissions to its an
nual poetry chapbook contest. 
The winner receives $500, and 
will have his/her chapbook pub
lished by Slate Roof. Winners 
make a 3-year commitment to 
the press. May 15 deadline. For 
full contest guidelines, visit www. 
slateroofpress.com. 

David Rovics has been described as an American indie singer/ songwriter and 
anarchist. His music concerns topical subjects such as the 2003 Iraq war, anti

globalization and social justice issues. He has had his music featured on Democrary 
Now!, the BBC, Al-Jazeera, Acik R.ar!Jo and other netJvorks. Rovics will be 

pe,jorming this S aturdf!Y, March 12 at the Mt. Tolry Meetinghouse in Leverett at 
7:30 p.m. as part of the Mt. Tof?y Concert Series. 

flute music featuring Eric Wolf EVENTS: 
Song. 6 to 6:30 p.m. Free. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Great Falls Discovery Center, 
Turners Falls: Portraits of African 
Americans, Past and Present. 
Large paintings by Louise Minks 
and sculpture by Belinda Lyons 
Zucker. Winter hours, Wed-Sun
day 10 to 4 p.m. Through March 
31. 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: 17 
Mysteries and Signs by Ruth 
West. Tintypes for the Digital 
Age. Through March 12. 

Shelburne Falls Arts Co-op, 
Shelburne Falls. Earthly De
lights Paintings, fiber, jewelry, 
photography, wood and pottery 
by member artisans. Through 
3/30. 

The Art Garden, Shelburne Falls: 
Winter. Over 60 works of art cre
ated by more than 30 artists. 

Avenue A Storefront Galleries, 
Turners Falls: Rodney Madison: 
"Of African Influence." Madi
son's paintings are paired with 
traditional African fabric, which 
has served throughout his life 
as inspiration for his art. 

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

The Leverett Trails Committee 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10 

Pioneer Tavern, Miller's Falls: 
Snow and Show Bar Crawl with 
open mic band Watchdog. Priz
es to be won! 7 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Doug 
Plavin All Stars with special 
guest. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 11 

GCC, Greenfield: Music for 
Chorus, Strings, and Piano, 
presented by the GCC College 
Chorus. Variety of sacred and 
secular choral music from 1750 
to the present in English, Latin, 
German, and French. Sloan 
Theater. 12:15-12:45 p.m. 

Smith College Museum of Art, 
Northamption: Free Second Fri
day. Hands-on art-making for all 
ages, inspired by works on view. 
4-6 p.m.: Cardboard Creations: 
Play with cardboard to build 
a sculpture, inspired by Claes 
Oldenburg's "Sketch for a Soft 
Fan." Also gallery conversation 
exploring a different art object 
each month. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m 

Great Hall, Turners Falls: Great 
Falls Coffeehouse. Keth Murphy 
and Beck Tracy. Play tradtional 
music from Newfoundland, Que
bc, Ireland, France and beyond. 
This monthly coffeehouse is 

sponsored by the Friends of the 
Great Falls Discovery Center. 6 
p.m. Donations. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Looney Tunes Cartoon 
Festival. A Potthole favorite. 
7:30 p.m. Preceded by A Cap
pel/agos - a cappel/a at 7:00 
p.m. $ 

the Arts Block, Greenfield: The 
Milo Sprague Trio, featuring 
Marty Jaffe and Eric Miller. The 
Western Mass. debut of this 
NYC-based trio, two of whom 
hail from here. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett An
derson. Hypno Boogie Blues! 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Snaz. Brattleboro lndie - pop
rock sensations and guest TBA. 
9:30 p.m. $ 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 

Mt. Toby Meetinghouse, Lever
ett: Mt. Toby Concerts presents 
David Rovics. 7:30 p .. m. $ 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Looney Tunes Cartoon 
Festival. A Potthole favorite. 
7:30 p.m. Preceded by Whistle
stop - fiddle/banjo/guitar at 7:00 
p.m. $ 

RPX, Greenfield: The Recovery 
Project presents Stainless. 13th 
Annual Recovery Jam. Drug and 
alcohol free environment. 8 p.m. 
Donations. 

The Arts Block, Greenfield: The 
Happier Valley Comedy Show 
with the Ha-Ha's: The Armando. 
Spontaneously-created comic 
theater on the second Saturday 
of every month. 8 p.m. $ 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
Grant Maloy Smith. Americana 
country. 8 p.m. 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Community Smokes. 9 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Escape 
Route. Highly Danceable Clas
sic Rock. 9 p.m. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 

The Arts Block, Greenfield: Re
becca Hartka: Bach to Brazil 
Concert with guitarist Jose Lez
cano. Music from Cuba, Brazil, 
and the first Bach Cello Suite. 3 
p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Crow's Re
bellion. Warped Americana. 8 
p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke. 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, MARCH 14 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: No
ra's Stellar Open Mic Cabaret. 8 
p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17 

Rendezvous: Turners Falls: 
Half-Shaved Jazz. 7:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: The Space
men. Klondike Koehler, Comp
ton Maddux, Johnny Moses, 
Doug Plavin. 8 p.m. 

B7 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band. 
Americana-ana. 6:30 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh 
Levangie and the Pistoleros. 
Outlaw country! 9 p.m. 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

March 11 and 12, 7:30 p.m. 
LOONEY TUNES 

CARTOON FESTIVAL 

Music before the show, at 7 p.m.: Friday: 
A Capel/agos; Saturday: Whist/estop 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t~1.Jt r~,1 
The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Screec, Tumers !'alls 

The Teen Center is seeking 

donations of snacks & 

food. Grocery gift cards 

& monetarv donations 
J 

greatly appreciated! 

www.btickhouserommuniry.org 
413,1363-9576 

D~eZ\!llbs ._g Mon. 
Open Mic! 

FRI. 3/11 9:30 $5 
The Snaz 

Nomad vs. Settler 

SAT 3/12 no show 

SUN 3/13 9pm FREE 
TNT Karaoke 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS Flll.S, Ml 
RUIJEZVOUSfflU.COM 
TEL:413-863-2166 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

,0-= ~..., Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving tile Area for ovei 25 yea1!' Certified• Bonaecl• lnsu1P1f 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Mon!ague S1roeI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

"""' " . 
• ,; .. ,j-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertatnmenr 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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April 30: GMEF Annual Gala, "Jukebox Memories" 1676-2016: 
"Jukebox Memories." What Have We Learned? From sold out performances in 

Atlantic City, Branson, Foxwoods 
Reso1t & Casino, Nashville, Pue1to 
Valla1ta, Mexico, and Canada, to the 
stage at Turners Falls High School, 
the Gill-Montague Education Fund 
welcomes tribute artist, Brian Mc
Cullough, performing as the leg
endaiy Roy Orbison and Conway 
Twitty, at their 12th Annual Gala, 

The Gala begins at 7:30 pm. on 
Saturday, April 30 in the Turners 
Falls High School Auditorium. 

Tickets for the GMEF 12th An
nual Gala will be on sale Mai·ch 
19 at the World Eye Bookshop in 
Greenfield and Scotty's Conve
nience Store in Turners Falls. They 
are also available sta1ting Mai·ch 5 
by calling Sandy at the TFHS 863-
7296, or at the GMEF website, ·www. 
thegmeforg. Tickets are $20 in ad
vance, and $25 at the door. 

Tribal and Colonial Historians 
Reflect on the Battle of Great Falls 

Hosted by the Battlefield Grant Advisory Board 
Sponsored by the Montague Planning Department and 
National Park Service Battlefield Protection Program 

Also on stage: the American 
Longboards, one of the nation's lead
ing rock'n'roll bands, entertain with 
a high-energy tribute to American 
rock'n'roll featuring music of the 
'50s, '60s, and '70s. 

Saturday, March 26, 2016 -1 to 3:30 p.m. 
Auditorium of Turners Falls High School 

222 Turnpike Road, Montague 

t & GIFT SHOP HOURS 
6 00 PM 
5' oo PM 

Send your pictures to editot@montaguerepotter.org. 

Wendell Photographer Shows 
at Gallery A3 
AMHERST - Gloria Kegeles of Wendell 

is exhibiting her photography at Gallery A3 
in Amherst this month. The collection of pho
tographs, entitled "Fmther Reflection," will 
be on view until April 2. 

Gloria began photographing reflective 
chrome surfaces in the 1980s, and actively 
seeks out vintage automobiles, bucks, and 
the occasional musical instmment to explore 
the disto1tions of these chrome curves and 
expanses of diamond plate. 

Kegeles writes: "I have a great love for the 
unique cars of my childhood. My dad's 'fam
ily van' was a black 1951 DeSoto limousine! 
I sta1t with the vehicle as a full canvas and 
search through the lens for the pa1ts and angles 
of the canvas which catch my mind's eye. 

"The transition from three to two dimen
sions, of subjects already distorted by curved 

Gloria Kegeles 

Beyond Diamond Plate, by Gloria Kegeles 

surfaces and multiplied by reflection, often 
produces unpredictable results, thus recaptur
ing an altered dimension - the stuff of photo
graphic magic." 

The borderless prints in her exhibit are big, 
at least 9" by 12" or larger. Hours at Galle1y 
A3 are Thursday through Sunday, 1 to 7 p.m. 
Visit online at gallerya3. corn 

A self-taught photographer, Gloria shoots 
with a compact digital cainera, preferring that 
her work be about seeing, rather than equip
ment. Examples of her work may be seen on
line at chromephotos. corn. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM.) CALL 863-8666 

1111111 
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landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
522-2563 

Family Owned & Operated 
Seruing Turners Falls area for 40 Yenrs 

Dm,e Argy, Fmnily & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnaralallaptzza.com 
119 Avenue A, DIPners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
greenfieldsavings.com 

Committed to our community 

SINCE1869 
282 Avenue A, Turners Falls 413.863.4316 

v1 f ,ILf r 1 = ♦ IV' I t. ..JI~ ~ t: Jd H 5,, ~ __ fldc'I 

Qrtri Jo/1MKJll, CQr•orto,1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I ':3 .g6 '3-97 g6 • Gerilohn1on!1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Cetfified RttidentJaJ Specialist) 
Onlr 4'/o of all REALTORS hold 1his iJl'Sti~ous desig,ia1ioo. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertise and )'OU1 shiekf ol 
dSStrance. Pul )'Ollr ln!SI in the best 10 gel ihe job dore. 
WMlhcr buying, selling or rcfMing. ~lw~~ choose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ~rn1~ oi /'l'f>l'W11M. 

Oz 
lffll@\lfuiifai:31 66 French King Hwy., Gill 
itiUiiiiiii (41~ 86~736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

2 

(PY) PV Squared 
a worker-owned cooperative 

Your trusted partner in solar. 
Solar can be confusing. So we make the process clear and simple. 
We're a worker-owned cooperative and Certified B Corp Which 

means we care about doing things nyht. And our team of e~perts 1s 

here for you. Today, tomorrow, and down tl1~ road. 

www.pvsquared.coop 
413-772-8788 

Serving Home Grown 
Farm-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

Stacey Pinardi 
Mortgage Planner 

MA NMLS #43C5661 

splna,dlii•regencymtg.com 
www.regencymtg.com 

CELL (413) S22-3962 
DIRECT (888) 646-5626 
OFFICE (413) 475-6001 

FAX (877) 688-7557 

REGENCY 
l1111·11iiil#i•lili1i·tli■fii 

21 Mohawk Trail. PMB 259 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

Coroo,.neNMU •1938 

ADVICE WITH PURP05E 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

-MASSAMONT 
EALTORS 

EacllOlfooo•~ 
OwnedktdOp,,e .... 

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office 
(413) 665-3772 fax 
(H3) 834-1524<::ell 
(413) 423-3810 Homt 
don@cbUl1U'.com E-mail 
-I Elm Strtd, Sc>utl, Da,fitld. MA 01373 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~f Lf ~1rn I J~J.~J~~ 
~ -SHAN'A'HA CONSTRUCTION 

~~~ SuPP,11,Y Co. INc. 

SCSC MRock solid service with level advice·· 

' .. oinplete Masonry Supply 
Offcrtng a complete line of pavcrs. 
wall stone, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 4-l 3-863--4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529S, Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohansupply.com 




