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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD
Board Battles Over Colonial
“Battlefield” Study Grant

By JEFF SINGLETON

Monday’s meeting of the Mon-
tague Selectboard convened before
a packed house. and it was not in
response to public art in the plant-
ers on Avenue A. The issue was a
“Battlefield Restoration Grant™ ap-
plication, which was due to be sub-
mitted in two days to the National
Park Service.

The grant would fund a study of
the “Battle of Turners Falls.” an at-
tack initiated by colonial militia on
an Indian encampment during King
Phillips War.

The grant was in fact a resubmis-
sion of a grant that had been rejected
by NPS last spring, mainly because
the applicants neglected to secure
the support of the Massachusetts

Historical Commission in Boston.

For this round, The Massachu-
setts Historical Commission has en-
dorsed the application. The town of
Montague is the official applicant,
although the project is being coor-
dinated by a committee headed by
David Brule.

So why the controversy? The
grant has been opposed by Select-
board chair Mark Fairbrother, who
has been highly critical of the alli-
ance between the town and Indian
activists. The alliance was initiated
by a “reconciliation ceremony” to
commemorate what was then called
the “Turners Falls massacre.”

That ceremony led to an agree-
ment between tribal leaders and the
town, but also led to a good deal of

see GRANT page A3
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It is believed that most of the battle, or massacre, fook place on land above the

Greg Ellis,
31, Mourned
By A Town
Too Familiar
With Grief

By DAVID DETMOLD

TURNERS FALLS — Greg
Ellis, 31, of 175 Avenue A, died
in an early morning car crash
at the intersection of Deerfield
Street and Cheapside in Green-
field on Saturday morning at
about 1:15 a.m.

Ellis, who worked at Home
Depot. lost control of his vehicle
while turning left onto Cheap-
side and collided head on with a
van driven by Cammy Thurber of
Greenfield. Neither Thurber nor a
passenger in her van were injured
in the collision.

Ellis was pronounced dead on
arrival at Baystate Franklin Medi-
cal Center following the accident,
which took place as road condi-
tions became more treacherous,
with temperatures hovering at the
freezing point, and fog rising.

In addition to his four-year-old
son, Anthony, for whom Ellis was
the sole custodial parent, and who
was by all accounts the light of El-
lis” life. Greg left a grieving com-
munity of friends and family in
Turners Falls and throughout the
area.

Friends spent much of Saturday
reacting to the news of his unex-

Ellis and bis son, Anthony.

pected death with shock and sor-
row, and tributes to the spirit of a
man who touched so many with his
courteous, generous nature.

“T met Greg through my somn,
Gabe,” said Veda Mason-Hillman,
reminiscing at the Rendezvous on
Third Street in Turners Falls, at
what became an impromptu wake
for Ellis on Saturday afternoon.
Gabe Mason, an Iraq War veteran
who died in 2008 at age 24, had
worked as a cook at the Voo.

Mason befriended Ellis, whom
he met when Ellis was walking on
the side of the road, and Mason
stopped to ask if he needed a ride.

“Hey. dude, what are you do-
ing?” Mason asked him, as his
mother recalled.

“I’m running away,” Ellis re-
portedly replied.

“Well, hop in.”” And so they be-
came fast friends.

see ELLIS page A5

GMRSD To
Hire In-House
Business
Manager

By PATRICIA PRUITT

GILL-MONTAGUE - The
GMRSD school committee returned
from a lengthy holiday break on
January 14 and. in the course of their
first meeting of the year, showed
signs of many important changes
to come in the district. Among
them will be a return to an in-house
business manager.

Superintendent Michael Sullivan
asked the committee to consider
whether the district should continue
with the outside consulting firm,
The Management Solution, as its
business manager or seek a full-
time. in-house school business and
operations manager.

His Business Office Task Force,
which included Misty Lyons from
the school committee as well as
principals and other department
heads, reached a consensus that
it was time to seek a full time, in-
house business manager.

The TMS contract ends in June,
and its personnel are in the district
only two days a week, which leaves
much of the oversight of departments
to the superintendent.

The committee agreed that it
was time to return to having school
business managed on site. With the
exception of ome abstention, the

Great Falls that is now underwater due fo the dam, and in what is now Gill,

Leverett School
Contract Approved

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER-LAUCANNO

After working without
a contract since the end of
August of 2013, the Leverett
Education Association has
finally reached an agreement
with the School Committee
on contract terms for the
next two years. According
to School Committee Chair,
Catherine Brooks, the
approved contract agreement
covers both the 2013-2014
and 2014-2015 school years.

Because of deadlock in the
fall, a mediation session was
necessary to get agreement
from both sides. But
according to Brooks, it only
took one session. “We left
the table with an agreement,”
said Brooks.

In the new contract.
teachers and aides will
receive a modest cost of
living allowance (COLA)

each vear (retroactive to
September 1, 2013). For the
first year the increase will be
1.75 percent; for the 2014-
2015 school year. the raise is
two percent.

Brooks said she was “very
pleased to have the matter
settled.” She also said that
the committee was glad that
it was a two-year contract
as it gives everyone time to
move forward. “We’re happy
to have both this vear and
next year in place.”

There are some additional
slight changes from the
previous contract to the
current one. Some contract
language has been changed.
particularly regarding family
and medical leave policies.

These provisions were
altered to be consistent with
state and federal laws. Also
new is a policy outlining
precisely how on-line courses
can count toward salary

SAWYER-LAUCANNO PHOTO)|

Teachers at the elementary school had been working without

a contract, which was reached during one session with a mediator.

advancement.

The agreement also puts in
placeanew systemofeducator
evaluation, consistent with a
statewide mandate. Teachers
throughout Union #28 had
previously jointly negotiated
and agreed fo this new
educator evaluation system
but until the contract approval
Leverett teachers had not
been officially integrated into
the system.

Some Leverett educators
expressed their dismay this
fallthat the School Committee
had offered less than a two
percent pay increase.

They pointed out that
teachers at schools in
Amberst, Erving and Wendell.
as well as Levereft town
employees, had received at
least two percent increases.
The increase last year for
Leverett teachers was only
1.5 percent.

The School Committee
also voted unanimously to
raise the pay of substitute
nurses to $120 per day. For
early dismissal days, the rate
would be $100.

The request was brought
to the committee by Interim
Superintendent Bab Mabhler.
Mabhler argued: “It’s difficult
for many schools to keep
long-term substitute nurses,
since the daily pay rate is
usually low. Our nurses have
suggested raising this rate to
$120 as well as standardizing
it across the schools in the
Union.”

He also noted that Erving

see LEVERETT page A6

see GMIRSD page A3

Communication Breakdowns
Cause Chaos At Regional Kennel

By JEFF SINGLETON

MONTAGUE - The
Montague Selectboard’s sec-
ond meeting of the year was
packed by supporters of a
“Battlefield Grant” to study
the Great Falls battle (or
massacre) of 1676.

But after the crowd had
left. another item innocently
titled “FC Dog Kennel, Up-
date and Discussion” gener-
ated almost as much con-
cern. although certainly less
passion.

This was what one might
call a “sleeper agenda item.”
Even veteran town officials
did not seem to know what
it was all about until chair
Mark Fairbrother spoke.

Fairbrother began by not-
ing that Franklin County
Sheriff Chris Donelan had
approached the selectboard
in November to request a
three-year extension of the
agreement to use a building
off Turnpike Road for the re-
gional dog kennel.

The sheriff also wanted to
use a bay currently housing
various highway department
(DPW) equipment for veteri-
narian services.

After a lengthy discus-
sion the board had agreed
to extend the memorandum
of understanding (MOU) for
two years and directed the
DPW to clear out the bay.
Everyone seemed happy.

SAWYER-LAUCANNO PHOTO

This Department of Public Works building on Turnpifke Road
houses the Franklin County Sheriff's Office’s dog kennel.

The popular and successful
dog kennel would remain
for two years, at which time
Montague would begin de-
sign and construction of a
new industrial park.

But then, according to
Fairbrother...

“Sheriff Donelan emailed
me last week and said they
had not received an MOU,
the garage up there has not
been cleaned out, and — I
am not sure I am getting his
exact words, but basically I
think his exact words may
have been,’T’'m fed up with
the town of Montague.’”

Fairbrother did not seem
pleased: “My question is,
since this panel voted a
meonth and a half ago to have
this happen, why hasn’t it
happened?”

Town Administrator Frank
Abbondanzio stated that he
thought that DPW head Tom

Bergeron had been meeting
with the sheriff’s people to
resolve the equipment is-
sues.

Abbondanzio said that
he assumed the sheriff’s of-
fice would be producing the
MOU. as they had produced
the previous one: “If the ex-
pectation was that I would do
it this time, I apologize. but
there was no intention to not
doit.”

Abbondanzio also noted
that no one had asked him to
do it.

Then DPH head Tom
Bergeron took the floor to
address the equipment prob-
lem.

Bergeron raised a broad
range of issues, from the
equipment in the bay, to the
maintenance of an outhouse
the sheriff’s office has

see KENNEL page A5
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Why the Battlefield
Grant Matters

We were pleased to see that the
Montague Selectboard finally act-
ed responsibly last Monday when
they allowed for discussion on the
Battlefield Grant. T

he week before, selectboard
chair, Mark Fairbrother, had at-
tempted to scuttle the application
by removing the topic of the grant
from the agenda, effectively pre-
venting the selectboard from dis-
cussing and voting on the revised
grant proposal.

Fortunately. due to the efforts
of the Battlefield Grant application
coordinator, David Brule, both se-
lectmen Mike Nelson and Christo-
pher Boutwell were persuaded that
discussion could not be postponed
beyond one more week as the appli-
cation deadline was yesterday. As
a result, they pushed for its restora-
tion. And at the last meeting, they
voted to send on the application to
the National Park Service.

This should really be the end of
the discussion but Mr. Fairbrother’s
attempt to hijack the process is of
significance. No one expected Mr.
Fairbrother to vote yes.

But the citizens of Montague,
not to mention town staff and his
fellow selectboard members are
entitled to open discussion of any
issue, Fortunately, Messrs. Brule,
Nelson and Boutwell forced his
hand and the item was replaced on
the agenda.

Last Monday. it became clear
to everyone watching the meeting
why Mr. Fairbrother had attempted
to stop the application from going
forward.

He is. and has been. a vocal crit-
ic of anything that advances Na-
tive American interests. His reason
is that he firmly believes “a small
group”™ of Native Americans has
impeded progress at the airport.
and that their obstinacy has result-
ed in costing Montague taxpayers
Money.

There is, of course, no real way
to determine whether an expanded
airport would have filled up Mon-
tague’s coffers. What is clear is that
in order for the airport to expand.
it would have been necessary to
demolish what the Native People
believed was a “Sacred Ceremo-
nial Hill.”

Despite the discoveries of a
unique man-made rock forma-
tion and other indicators of early
indigenous activities on the hill,
these claims were dismissed by the
Federal Aviation Administration.
the Montague Airport Commission
and the Massachusetts Historic
Cominission.

But this small persistent group
pressed on, and took their extreme-
ly well-documented case to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
In December of 2008, in a very ex-
haustive finding, the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places agreed with
the Native Americans and deemed
the Sacred Ceremonial Hill “highly
significant.”

The site was placed on the Na-
tional Register, effectively end-
ing the airport expansion plans.
(To view the decision, see: wWww.
cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/guid-
ance/TurnerFallsDOEDecision-
Redacted.pdf)

Most everybody moved on. The
FAA kicked in for safety upgrading
and repaving at the airport. Planes
continue to land and take off; han-
gars and tie-down spaces continue
to be rented. Mr. Fairbrother, how-
ever, has remained fixed in his op-
position.

That he is linking the Battlefield
Grant to the airport seems rather
ridiculous. This is a proposal that
comes from both Native groups
and Mr. Fairbrother’s own Town of
Montague.

What the grant will do is allow
for an extensive survey of the 1676
Turners Falls/Peskeompskut battle
site in which Captain Turner and
Lieutenant Holyoke led an attack
on the Native Americans encamped
at the Great Falls.

This is an important first step in
coming to understand what actu-
ally took place at the Falls on that
fateful morning of May 19, 1676.
Greater documentation could like-
ly lead to further studies. And this
could ultimately result in the cre-
ation of a Great Falls Native Cul-
tural Park.

Such a park would generate
dollars for Montague and the sur-
rounding towns through increased
tourism as well as grants.

Indeed, the dollar-for-dollar val-
ue added to the town may even be
greater, in the long run, than a few
hundred feet of extra minway at the
airport.

In any case, blocking one such
economic opportunity simply to
avenge another is not the kind of
governance our town needs.

At present, the project’s goals
are simple and straightforward: to
establish. through GIS mapping,
the locations of the Native villages
and campsites, as well as Captain
Turner’s route to and away from
Great Falls; to create an oral his-
tory, from both Yankee and Indian
accounts of the battle: to consult
and catalog existing historical and
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The Wendell Climate Change
Group begins its second year
with the first of two programs on
Friday, January 17, starting at 7
pm in the Herrick Room. Wendell
Free Library. “The Economics of
Happiness™ is a 60-minute film
by the International Society for
Ecology and Culture. “Far from the
old institutions of power. people
are starting to forge a very different
future”,

Anna Gyorgy, who has been
active  internationally in this
movement and has now made
Wendell her home, will introduce
the film and lead the discussion.
Coffee, tea, and yummies will be
served.

Local coin and antique dealer,
Gary Konvelski of Gary’s Coins
and Antiques, will be at Greenfield
Savings Bank in Turners Falls this
Saturday, January 18 to assess or
appraise your treasures.

Gary has been collecting jewelry,
coins, currency, books and other
antiques for decades. Do you think
you have some valuables? Might
you want to turn them into cash?
Bring them along as Gary will be
prepared to take a look and discuss
commerce with you.

This event includes local history,
so we welcome anyone wanting to
come and share. Feel free to drop
by between the hours of 10:30 and
11:30 a.m., no reservations required.
Light refreshments will be provided.
A sampling of Gary’s collection will
be in the lobby of the Bank during
the week, so go and take a look!

Visioning B.E.AR.  Circle
Intertribal Coalition will hold a Give
Away Ceremony and Talking Stick
Circle. on the theme of generosity,
at Four Rivers Charter School,
248 Colrain Road, Greenfield, on
Monday, January 20, from 1 to 5
p m. Bring something useful you
no longer need. Call Strong Oak at
(413) 772-0871 x 104 for further
information.

Greenfield Community College
is pleased to invite members of
owr community to our annual
event celebrating the legacy and

archeological records; and to secure
permission for future archaeologi-
cal digs on privately-held property.

For thousands of years the site
had been of significance. The
Pocumtucks and their ancestors
had long welcomed Native peoples
from throughout the region, as the
village was located at the conflu-
ence of two major Native American
travel routes, the Mohawk Trail and
the Connecticut River.

In the spring, when the salmon
and shad ran the river, Native peo-
ples from far and wide came to par-
take in the river’s spectacular boun-
ty. It was precisely this traditional
gathering that was attacked on May
19, 1676.

We are delighted that the grant
has been approved and submitted.
We are hopeful that this round, it
will be successful.

LOCAL BRIEFS

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

birthday of civil rights leader
Martin Luther King, Jr., Monday,
January 20, from 10 am to 1 pm.
at the Main Campus located on One
College Drive in Greenfield.

Activities and programs for
children and families will be
available from 10 a.m. to noon and
the day will conclude with lunch
and presentations in the Dining
Commons. Activities will include
lessons from our dance students,
rock wall climbing, bracelet making,
mural painting and more.

If you would like to sign up to
participate with your children or
volunteer to help with the event,
please contact Judy Raper, Director
of Student Development at (413)
775-1819 or by email at raperj@
gcc mass.edu.

“Meeting Gandhi on the Path
of Centering Prayer” is a series
of seven 90-minute sessions held
on Tuesdays, from January 21 to
March 4, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the First Congregational Church of
Montague, 4 North St, Montague
Center, (413) 367-9467.

The presenter is Armand Proulx.
Sessions will include Centering
Prayer and exploring its role in self-
transformation. Participants will
compare their spiritual journey with
the path Gandhi walked as he grew
inwardly to become the fearless
liberator of his people.

The book, Gandhi the Man, by
Eknath Easwaran will be used for
our interactive reflections during
each session. The book may be
purchased at World Eye Bookshop
i Greenfield or borrowed from the
library.

The cost for the seven sessions is
$75, payable to First Congregational
Church of Montague. Please
register by January 17. (Minimum
attendance of 15)

Captain Mike Morin from the
Turners Falls Fire Department will
give a talk at the Gill/Montague
Senior Center on Wednesday,
January 22, at 11 a.m. Capt. Morin
will be discussing home fire
prevention and home safety issues
of particular interest to seniors. If
you would like to stay for lunch,
call the center, (413) 863-9357, by
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In last week’s edition we reported
that a voung Turners Falls man,
Alberto Martinez, had died in a
tragic accident. It breaks our heart
to follow that this week with news of
the community’s loss of Greg Ellis,
our own next-door neighbor:

Funds have been established to
begin to help the families of both
young, working fathers.

We will have more details next
week, but enough was donated to
Our Lady of Peace, alongside as-
sistance from the Mexican consul-
ate, to transport the remains of Don
Alberto to Chiapas for burial in his
hometown. All fither aid will go di-
rectly to his family here in Turners.

As of press time, Greg Ellis’

11 a.m. on January 21.

Greening Greenfield invites
you to “Genetic Roulette”, a film
about the problems with genetically
modified foods and how we can
protect our families. At 6:30 pm,
on Wednesday, January 22. at the
St. James Episcopal Church Parish
Hall, on the corner of Federal
and Church Streets in Greenfield.
Admission is by donation, and firee
refreshments will be provided.

On Thursday, January 23, from
6:30 to 8 pm. the Leverett Library
will host Leverett artist Leslie
Fisette, who will hold a Zentangle
Workshop for adults. A Zentangle is
“an abstract drawing created using
repetitive patterns.” Materials will
be provided by the library but space
is limited so please call or register at
the library, (413) 548-9220.

St. Kazimierz Society, located
at 197 Avenue A in Turners Falls,
is hosting a Trivia Night on
Saturday, January 25 to benefit Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin
County. Special guest caller is state
representative Paul Mark.

Trivia teams consist of 8 to 10
people. A cash bar is available. Bring
your own snacks. Decadent desserts
will be available to purchase. 50/50
raffle. Prize awarded to winning
team. Cost is $10/per player. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m., trivia starts at 7
p.m. Limited space, reservations
encouraged. Register your player/
team by calling (413) 772-0915.

GCTV will air a 2-1/2 hour
program on Tourette Syndrome
and associated conditions,
produced by Montague resident
Garry L. Earles, M.S.W., LI.C.S.W.
on Friday, January 24, from 5 to
7:30 pm., and again on Saturday
January 25 from 1:30 to 4 p m.

The project is part of an on-
going effot by Mr. Earles to produce
shows about the challenges faced
by children and adolescents with
various mental health conditions.

GCTV airs on Comecast Ch. 15.

Get help completing the free
application for Federal Student
Aid known as the FAFSA. Turners
Falls High School is hosting the free
event on Sunday, January 26, at 1
p-m., and the event is open to the
public — it is not limited to TFHS
students.

Pre-registration is required. Go to
www.fafsaday.org . If you have any
questions, please contact Sharon
Girard at TFHS Guidance Office at
863-7203.

Send your local briefs to
edifor(@montaguereporter.org.

memorial find has taken in over
510,000 online.

Please donate to both if vou can.

These outpourings of charity af-
firm that our community is generous
and caring, but we know that as the
emergencies multiply, the safety net
we can provide will be strained.

Some fragedies are preventable;
others are not. The only lesson we
can take from every one of them is
the daily care with which we need
to treat each other. It will go further
than money, and it will remain long
after the money is gone.

So watch out for your friends
and neighbors, especially in times
of grief and hardship. Encourage
harm reduction, knowing that many
seek to numb their pain in ways that
create new risks. Don't be afraid to
ask how you can help.

It may prevent the next tragedy.

www.youcaring.com/memorial-fundraiser/emergency-fund-family-of-alberto-martinez/123529
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GRANT from page A1

friction between said tribal leaders
and the local airport commission,
on which Fairbrother once served.

The tribal leaders convinced the
federal government to intervene
in an airport expansion project be-
cause, in their view, there was an
ancient “ceremonial site” in the
pathway of the runway.

That view has since been cor-
roborated by The National Register
of Historic Places, who in their de-
cision to grant the ceremonial hill
special recognition, deemed the hill
“highly significant.”

That is a longer discussion, as
they say. but Fairbrother’s feelings
about the Native American leader-
ship have. by his own admission.
influenced his feelings about the
battlefield grant.

Reliable sources say he took the
grant off the agenda of the previous
meeting. It was put on the January
13 agenda at the request of his two
colleagues, Chris Boutwell and Mi-
chael Nelson.

This was the first item on the
agenda, and the tension in the air
was palpable. The presence of the
chief of police. who left immediate-
ly after the discussion of the grant,
enhanced the drama of the moment.

But the debate, in spite of the
passion on both sides, seemed to
raise and address important issues
related to the grant.

Fairbrother systematically re-
viewed the grant application and

GMRSD from page At

committee voted unanimously to
seek a district business manager.

In his superintendent’s report
Sullivan also unveiled a 19-page
guide for parents and students
in the district entitled School
District Commumnications Guide.
Prepared by a group called the
Communications Task  Force,
consisting of  administrators,
including the superintendent and
principals as well as teachers. its
purpose as stated is as follows:

“The Gill-Montague Regional
School District is committed to
working in partnership with parents,
guardians, and its communities to
challenge and support every one of
its students. For this partnership to
flourish, strong and clear systems
of communication must exist....

raised objections to nearly every as-
sumption it contained.

His main arguments, repeated
numerous times in a ten-minute pre-
sentation, were that the battle was
in fact a massacre, not a battle, and
that Montague should not be apply-
ing to study a “tragic incident™ that
took place across the river in what
is now Gill.

“Until last year when this came
up. I had never heard of the battle
of Turners Falls. I've heard of the
Turners Falls Massacre, but not the
battle of Turners Falls.

“I read this grant and what it is
trying to say is that there was hand-
to-hand combat on Avenue A. It’s
long established that all the fighting
was someplace else.”

Fairbrother also noted most of
the existing battlefield, as well as
approach and retreat routes, had
been destroyed by “Route 2, in its
two or three hundred years of indus-
try, a major state highway, a major
federal highway right through the
middle of it all.”

Regarding the reconciliation cer-
emony and agreement between the
town and Indian leaders, Fairbrother
stressed “no selectboard — that one,
or this one, or any in between in the
future or past — has the authority
to bind this town, either legally or
morally, to what is being claimed.”

Fairbrother also argued that the
grant would be rewarding “a few”
irresponsible leaders who had used
the agreement with the town to un-

The primary aid of this guide is
to aid parents in the process of
communicating with their students’
teachers. counselors, and school
administrators.”

The Guide goes on to list titles,
building locations, telephone/
extension mummbers, and email
addresses of 25 offices or resources
parents may wish to contact
regarding their students.

In addition Sullivan said the
Guide lets parents kinow the
regularly scheduled opportunities
at each school. Called “school
practices.” this allows parents to
have easy contact with the school
and to receive information about
their student and school events. as
wellas avenues that exist for parental
participation in the schools.

Overall the school committee
welcomed the addition of the Guide,

NOTES FROMTHE ERVING SELECTBOARD

Town Discusses Wastewater

Deal With Paper Mill

By KATIE NOLAN

Morris Housen, president of
Erving Industries, Inc. asked the
Erving selectboard to consider
extending the company’s current
wastewater  treatment  facility
contract for three to five years.

The town-owned treatment
plant, which treats residential and
commercial wastes from the eastern
part of town while it treats Erving
Paper Mill wastewater, is operated
by Erving Industries subsidiary
ERSECO.

The town pays $1 per year for the
wastewater treatment, and receives
$50,000 per year as a share of the
tipping fees paid by outside waste
producers. The town’s contract
with Erving Industries expires in
June 2014.

The treatment plant was built in
1977, primarily with federal and
state grants secured by the town.
The town paid 1% of'the $480,000 in
local costs, while Erving Industries

paid 99% of the local costs. Erving
Industries pays all ongoing expenses
and capital costs.

The company received $583,735
in tipping fees from outside waste
producers in 2013, a reduction from
the amounts received between 2009
and 2012. Housen reported that the
outside producer fees offset the
costs of treatment, but the treatment
plant does not make a profit.

Noting that Erving Industries
supplies jobs, pays taxes to the
town and provides approximately
$150.000 in wastewater treatment
services for town residents annually,
selectboard chair Andrew Goodwin
said he felt that $50,000 per year
payment was favorable for the
town.

The selectboard agreed to
review the revenue and expense
information provided by Housen
and meet with company executives
again before deciding on extending
the contract.

Goodwin explained that the

dermine the viability of the airport.

The supporters of the grant, Da-
vid Brule, Howard Clark and Joe
Graveline, responded to the points
raised by Fairbrother.

Brule admitted that the reconcili-
ation ceremony does not bind future
selectboards, but pointed out that
it “carries a lot of weight with the
various participants [and] for the
town. This was why [Montague]
was the starting point. I understand
your concerns, but it comes down fo
what you want to see happen in this
area.”

Howard Clark argued that a sig-
nificant portion of the battlefield,
broadly defined, was “still intact.”

Joe Graveline noted that at the
time of the battle, “There was no
Montague. There was no Gill. There
was no Turners Falls.”

He also argued that Turner sent
militia up the river to stop the ap-
proach of Indian warriors. “There
was real fighting on both sides of
the river. Muskets were firing in
both directions, and people died on
either side of the river.”

Town Administrator Frank Ab-
bondanzio stated that he hoped the
Selectboard would take a vote on
the issue, one way or the other, so
the town could move forward.

Selectboard member Mike Nel-
son stated he agreed with former
Selectboard member Pat Allen that
“at some point you have to put [the
airport issue] behind you and move
on.”

which will be sent home to every
family in the district.

Sullivan announced, as well,
that the district website is in for
an overhaul and redesign with a
more accessible and attractive face
for the community to use. More
information is forthcoming.

Aside from the website,
upgrading technology is also a
major concern for the district.
Darin Paulus, manager of district
technology services, gave an eye
opening account of the current
tech situation in terms of aging
equipment, service demands on his
staff of three throughout the district.
the future demands for technology.
and the new world order of student
mobile devices in school. Consider,
for example. just the equipment
currently used in classrooms: 30%
are 7 years old: and 40% are 10

selectboard can extend the contract
for up to three years, but a longer
contract would need town meeting
approval.

Education Budget

Town administrator Tom Sharp
and finance committee members
Ben Fellows, Arthur Johnson and
Jacob Smith presented the draft
fiscal year 2015 education budget.
The finance committee met with
the Erving school committee on
January 7 to review the elementary,
secondary and tech school budgets.

The draft FY’'15 Erving
Elementary School budget request
is $2.69 million, a 3.4% increase
over FY'14.

The “budget drivers” listed in
the elementary education request
include increased Union #28
cost allocation due to increased
enrollment in Erving, cost of
living adjustments, a new part-
time math coach, increased hours
for the technology specialist, Title
I and essential skills teachers,
increased hours for the instruction
coordination, preschool expansion
to full day and increased preschool
enrollment, bus transportation, an
after-school academy for students

Nelson went on to argue that
“we always encourage people to do
things, to bring projects forward, to
celebrate our history.” The grant,
he said, involves “a relatively small
amount of staff time.”

Nelson then proposed a motion
to endorse the American Battlefield
Protection Program grant with the
provision that the name be changed
to the “Battle of Great Falls.”

The motion passed by a margin
of 2to 1.

Other Business

The board then moved to other
items on the agenda. These in-
cluded a three year extension of the
contract with Republic Services for
trash pickup and recycling. as well
as approval of the warrant for the
upcoming special town meeting on
January 30.

The warrant includes appropria-
tions for legal expenses for negoti-
ating the cable contract, for handi-
capped accessible rest rooms at
Unity Park and for “various items”
in the police department budget.

In addition, there are zoning
changes to accommodate a medical
marijuana facility, and a change in
the wording of an existing appro-
priation to renovate the old Cum-
berland Farms building on Avenue
A to include “demolition.”

This will be the third time the
town has attempted to win town

meeting approval of that Wa
years old.

wording change.

Paulus recommends purchasing
150 work stations per year in
order to upgrade the majority of
aging computers. In addition he
recommends hiring an education
tech coach to train faculty to use
equipment and help them gain full
use of the technical devices in their
classrooms.

The school committee took two
other significant votes: One was
to accept the bid of $496.410.00
for school bus transportation made
by EM. Kuzmeskus, Inc. of Gill.
The other was to appoint former
district educator Nancy Daniel-
Greene as a technical consultant
in the classroom. Both the bid and
the consultant position were passed

unanimously.
D

needing enrichment, and increased
food costs.

The draft FY’15 secondary
school budget request is $1.1
million, a 14.3% increase over
FY’14. The draft Franklin County
Technical School budget request
1s $335.000, a 9.7% increase over
FY’14.

Finance committee members
said that they had further questions
for the school committee and would
be meeting with them to develop
final budget requests.

Library

The selectboard signed a grant
application to the Massachusetts
Board of Library Commissioners
for a planning and design study for
improving Erving Public Library
facilities.

According to library director
Barbara Friedman, the proposed
study would look at three options:
renovation of the present library
building, or new construction, or
retrofitting another town building
for library use.

The town would be responsible
for $25.000 of the study’s cost.
This expenditure would need town
meeting approval.
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NOTES FROMTHE GILL SELECTBOARD

Nice New Sidewalk -
Now Who’s Going to Shovel It?

By DAVID DETMOLD

The recently expanded and reno-
vated Gill-Montague bridge has a
brand new sidewalk, for the con-
venience of pedestrians, and more
than 50 streetlights to illuminate it.
There’s only one problem with the
new sidewalk: no one is in charge
of clearing the snow off in the win-
ter.

On Monday, the selectboard con-
tinued a discussion about snow re-
moval on the Gill-Montague bridge
sidewalk, a conversation that is at
least 63 years old.

Town administrative assistant
Ray Purington said he had done
some research in Gill history, and
found a reference to a town meeting
vote in 1950 authorizing a delega-
tion of citizens to talk to the Frank-
lin County Commissioners about
clearing the snow off the bridge
sidewalk.

The Franklin County Commis-
sioners are long gone, but the prob-
lem of who is responsible for clear-
ing the nearly quarter-mile-long
sidewalk remains.

“It’s the state’s bridge.” said se-
lectboard member Randy Crochier.
“The state should pay for it,” he
said, even if the state refuses to take
responsibility for clearing the snow
of the sidewalk.

But if the towns at either end of
the bridge share responsibility for
the sidewalk snow removal, Cro-
chier wondered, would that open
up the towns to liability if someone
using the sidewalk slipped and fell
on the ice or snow.

And, more practically, where
would the snow be removed to if
the towns did provide for its remov-
al? Onto the bridge deck, where it
might impede vehicular traffic? Or
into the river, which might raise en-
vironmental concerns about shovel-
ing salty and sandy snow into the
waterway?

Crochier said whatever was on
the bridge deck or sidewalk would
wind up melting into the river any-
way, but again, if the snow melt
happens naturally, rather than as an
act of municipal governance, then
the liability would be on Mother
Nature rather than the towns.

The selectboard noted that the
state intends to add pedestrian ac-
tivated signals at the stoplight, to
facilitate crossing Route 2, and, as
part of that plan, would likely add
more sidewalk on the north side of
Route 2.

Crochier said he has regularly
seen a number of people attempting
to cross the bridge on foot, despite
the aftermath of recent snowstorms;
selectboard chair John Ward said
some of those pedestrians do not
own vehicles.

Ward added, “I find it disingenu-
ous that the reason given for adding
all that lighting to the bridge is to
make it safe for pedestrian access,
when five months of the year. those
sidewalks are not cleared.”

Crochier said the matter should
be discussed further with the Mass
Department of Transportation, with
local state representatives, and be-
tween the selectboards of the two
towns, and he added, “I"d like to
think we can solve this before an-
other 63 years go by.”

The selectboard held a tax hear-
ing in preparation for setting the
new tax rate. Homeowners can ex-
pect both a decline in the market
value of their homes this year, and
a hike in their taxes.

“The impact of the recession is
noticeably showing up for the first
time this year,” said Purington. “Fi-
nally, there are sales taking place
that show a general decline in val-
ue.”

Purington. who also serves on
the board of assessors, said the av-
erage price of a single family home
in Gill declined from $202.615 last
year to $191,985 this year. This de-
cline in value, combined with other
factors, will produce a tax rate of
$16.78 per thousand dollars of val-
uation, up from $15.34 last year.

Taxpayers will be feeling the im-
pact of two debt exclusion articles
this year, one to replace the roof at
town hall, and another to pay for a
new police cruiser.

These, together with the added
growth of taxes to meet revenue de-
mands under the cap of 2% percent,
will raise the average single fam-
ily tax bill from $3.108 last year
to $3,221 this year, Purington said:
“It’s time to pay the piper.”

The selectboard agreed to keep a
single tax rate in town for the com-
ing year. Purington said First Light
Power provides about 8% to 10%
of the town’s taxes, while other
businesses in town contribute about
5% to 6%.

The selectboard did not consid-
er this fraction of valuation large
enough to warrant a shift to a split
tax rate.

“We definitely want to keep the
businesses we have,” said Puring-
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Who will plow it2 The Turners Falls-Gill
bride’s sidewal awaits a decision.

ton.

State law allows for a mitigat-
ing factor for businesses with fewer
than 10 employees, if towns do de-
cide to shift to a split tax rate, Pur-
ington noted.

Tax bills will go out in about a
month, Purington said. Unless they
act fast, about a dozen or so sewer
users from Riverside will see liens
attached to their property tax bills
to cover late payments on their
sewer bills, which all add up to
about $8,500.

Adding to the town’s fiscal blues,
Gill police chief David Hastings re-
ported a new leak in the 31 year old
membrane roof on the public safety
complex.

According to a recent report on
the condition of the roofs at four
buildings in town, Gill can expect
competing demands to replace the
aging roofs at the elementary school
and the Riverside building at about
the same time as the safety complex
roof — all are well past their normal
life spans.

Crochier called for volunteer la-
bor to help out with replacing the
roof at the safety complex, when
the time comes. For now, a tempo-
rary patch may get the buckets out
from under that roof (where water
has damaged the drywall and the
ceiling tiles), at least until spring.

Alden Booth has been appointed

to the energy commission, leaving
one seat available on that board. His
recent departure from the finance
committee leaves one seat available
on that committee, as well.

Amanda Doster of the Franklin
County Alcohol Compliance Initia-
tive said the town of Gill has not
experienced any violations of state
law limiting the sale of alcohol to
minors since the town joined in the
initiative in 2009. “Our retailers are
doing the right thing,” and carding
minors, Doster said.

Doster distributed information
that showed rates of teens report-
ing the use of alcohol, marijuana,
or binge drinking are all on a steady
decline in Franklin County.

Since 2003, teens reporting the
use of alcohol have dropped from
close to 50% to less than 30% to-
day; while reported marijuana use
has dropped from close to 30% to
under 20%, paralleling a slightly
steeper drop in the reported inci-
dence of teen binge drinking.

Only teen use of cigarettes has
shown a slight uptick in the most
recent reporting period, from just
above 10% to about 12%.

Janet Masucci said MCTV is
looking for new volunteers to help
videotape town events and town
meetings in Gill; free training is
available. Those interested can call
863-9200 for more information.

“Leverett Can Belong to Only One
Transportation Authority.” Maybe...

In last week’s Montagiie Reporter we report-
ed on the controversy erupting in Leverett over
whether the Franklin Regional Transportation
Authority (FRTA) could, or should, serve the

town.

As a follow-up to that article, our reporter,
David Detmold, asked Paul Dunphy, legislative
aide for state representative Steven Kulik (D-
Worthington), to help unravel the conundrum of
whether one town could belong to two different

regional transport agencies.

Dunphy said this week that he had been in

would access the route.

Leverett is a member of the Pioneer Valley
Transit Authority, which does not provide a fixed

touch with Trish Foley, legislative liaison for the
Massachusetts Department of Transportation, to
find out why a town like Leverett is being dis-
couraged from joining two regional transit au-
thorities at the same time.

Leverett, which has enjoyed access to a fixed
route bus line running between Greenfield and
Ambherst for the past 40 years, has been attempt-
ing to discuss the future of that route, in hopes of
regularizing that service, lowering the fare, and
directing it through the town center of Leverett
to a park and ride at town hall, so more residents

bus route service to the town, but does provide de-
mand-response van service for seniors and handi-
capped residents who wish to travel to points in
Hampshire County. Leverett has recently been

advised by Tina Cote, administrator of the FRTA,

which runs the bus route from Greenfield to Am-
herst, through Leverett, that the town cannot join
two regional transit authorities at the same time.
Foley, of the DOT, backed up that assertion.
Dunphy, in a follow-up email, asked Foley what
section of statute or regulation she was relying
upon in stating that a town cannot be a member of

two regional transit authorities at the same time.

He said she had not yet responded to that inquiry,
as of press time.
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years past ...

announcement on GAF website.

Book of Garlic Seeks Contributors

A crew from the North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival is creating
The Book Of Garlic and is seeking, first and most importantly, your
favorite garlic recipes! They also need great stories about the festival
or about your love of garlic. These can be anecdotes, poetry or
memories, festival photos from the past or the present and drawings!

The organizers are hoping to produce a book that will contain loads of
garlic information, a history of the festival, recipes and pictures that
show the true meaning of The Festival that Stinks!

So have fun, go through those old photos of you at the festivals in
pull out your great great grandmother’s recipe for pickled
garlic! Submit them all to TheBookofGarlic{@gmail.com or see the

The documentary film A Place at the Table” will be shown on Friday,
January 31, at the Wendell Free Library at 7 p m. This thoughtful
film with Jeff Bridges looks at hunger in America, especially as it im-
pacts one out of four children. The film is eighty-four minutes long.
An informal discussion will follow. The screening is presented by the

Wendell Agricultural Commission.

ELLIS from page A1

Mason-Hillman said Ellis “was
a great contributor to my healing in
my grief.,” over the loss of Gabe.
Now it is Mason-Hillman who is
comforting Ellis’ mom, Joanne,
also of 175 Avenue A, in her grief
over the loss of Greg.

“I went to see her today. She’s
still in shock. The cops called her
at 2 in the morning to give her the
news.”

Mason-Hillman recalled Greg
with love and sadness. “T just re-
member a lot of trials and tribula-
tions. I’ve witnessed him climb up
and out of hardship, for himself
and his son, who was number one
in his life.”

Justin Smith, who was among
a close-knit group of friends who
came together as teenagers in Turn-
ers, spoke of his longtime friend-
ship with Ellis, and recalled, “The
summer before last working at the
Brass Buckle in Greenfield, Greg
would come by with his son, An-
thony, after we closed. We’d push
Anthony around on the skateboard,
and Anthony would show us all his
latest dance moves.

“The time Greg had with An-
thony.... Greg’s always been such
a substantial person, with everyone
he’s been involved with.

“You can see that same thing
with every moment he spent with
Anthony. He was honest, and ear-

nest, and tried to give everyone the
best of himself.”

Curtis Herzig, assistant manag-
er at the Rendezvous kitchen, said
he had known Ellis for the last four
years.

Ellis had recently proposed get-
ting together for playdates, since
both he and Herzig were raising
small boys in town.

Herzig was among the last of
his friends to see Ellis alive on Fri-
day night, around midnight, when
he urged Ellis not to drive over to
Greenfield in the icy conditions.

“I just really feel bad for his
son,” said Herzig.

Hilary Graves said she had gone
to Greenfield High School with El-
lis, and watched him grow from
boyhood into young manhood.

“He was popular. Everybody
liked him, and all the ladies want-
ed him. He was very handsome
and well-rounded and nice to ev-
erybody.

“I"ve watched him grow up with
his child, be a man. I'mreally proud
of him. He left too soon, but left
something really good behind.”

Graves recalled that Ellis was
“really passionate for the skate-
park,” which is planned as the final
step in the improvements to Unity
Park. “That was one of the biggest
things on his mind,” she said.

Ellis worked in 1997- 1998 with
the other Turners teens in the Fam-

KENNEL from page A1

provided as an alternative to DPW
employees using the kennel’s bath-
room facilities (“Who cleans it?”),
to the need to house a generator in
case the power goes out.

“It seems to me we discussed all
this” at the previous meeting, said
Fairbrother.

“But we got no answers.” the
DPW chief responded. “so no one
is running to do favors for the sher-
iff’s department.”

Also, “we had a water break up
there that became wvery chaotic.”
Apparently a water line to the ken-
nel broke during the recent cold
snap.

The DPW or the Turners Falls
Water District (it was not clear
which) ran a temporary line from
the Judd Wire Company next door
to the kennel.

But that line also froze and broke
several times. so Judd Wire “said

‘no more’.”

Then the water department at-
tempted to tap the main source line,
but the probe encountered an un-
marked electrical line. The resulting
explosion “almost killed the guy.”

Finally the old water line was
fixed, but remains vulnerable to
more breakage. Bergeron then
raised the issue of who would pay
for all this.

Fairbrother then replied, “My re-
sponse... was ‘go fix the water line,
and we’ll talk about the financing
later.””

Selectboard member Mike Nel-
son rescued a somewhat frustrated
Fairbrother: “I think there was a
communication lapse from both
sides, so let’s get together and make
it happen.”

Fairbrother agreed: “So there
needs to be a meeting. There’s just
a question of who, with who, and
when. I’ll get back to you.”

ily of Man media literacy project to
first bring the proposal for a skate-
park to the Montague selectboard,
on a night when the board was
meeting at the Hillerest School.

More than a dozen teens were
there to speak for their passion for
skateboarding, and they won the
commitment of the selectboard
at that time to work with them to
build a temporary park.

“He was honest, and
earnest, and tried to
give everyone the best
of himself.”

Justin Smith, of
Turners, recalling his

friend Greg Ellis

Two of the boys from that group
— Chris Gallagher and Winter Orion
Clark — drowned at the Rock Dam
in the Connecticut River in July of
1998, before that dream could be
realized. and Ellis was among the
teens who carried on and com-
pleted the project, at least partly in
their memory.

Ellis wore an original t-shirt,
printed with photographs of Gal-
lagher and Clark. when he spoke
to the Montague selectboard on
August 5, 2013, more than fifteen
years after that tragedy, as plans for

Last August 5, in what would be his last public
speech on the cause to which he had devoted much
time and volunteer energy for the last decade and a
half, Greg Ellis told the Montague selectboard:

“My name is Greg Ellis. T haven’t been involved in
a skate park committee meeting in a long time.

“But... 15 years ago, I was in this room going over
the same thing. It seems like the circumstances are
different. However. it seems like the playout’s not
much different.

“As young kids in the community, we made the
skatepark. We did benefit shows to raise money. We
went down there every Saturday to help build the
ramps.

“And over time, it looked like the money started
disappearing. And then people in the town are no

longer working, and the park has changed, and all this
stuff.

“I can just assure the committee, and everyone in
this room, that a concrete skatepark is not just like
a fun little thing you’re going to make just for the
skateboarders.

“A concrete skatepark, of the design that they have,
is going to bring people in from all over. It’s going
to bring professionals in. It’s going to bring money
in. The skate shops in the communities around us are
going to be supportive if we continue that effort.

“Essentially, it’s not like the town is doing a favor
for us. We’re doing a favor for the town. It’s 15 years
later. The effort’s still there on the committee’s part.

“I think it is something strongly to suggest, to think
about.”

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

a permanent skatepark were again
on the town’s agenda. (See side-
bar.)

At the Rendezvous, where Ellis
was being mourned on Saturday,
Anja Schutz said, “He was such a
solid presence in the neighborhood.
I felt like T saw him three different
times today, walking by.”

But, though our memories of
him are strong, and our love for
him undimmed, we will never see
Greg Ellis again, and for that we
are the sadder. and the lesser. for
his loss.

Ellis’s community of friends and
family are now attempting to en-
sure that Anthony will have some
slight financial security.

A fund to raise money for An-
thony and Greg’s family has been
set up by Tim Gochinski at www.
gofundme.com/66040w.

Kostanski Funeral Home in
Turners Falls is handling funeral
arrangements. Sympathy messages
may be sent to www kostanskifi-
neralhome.com.

A wake will be held Friday, Jan-
uary 17, from 4 to 8 p.m., followed
by a funeral service Saturday at 11
a.m., both at the funeral home.

g

The discussion then turned to
other water main breaks in town
during the recent radical tempera-
ture shifts.

Selectboard member Chris Bout-
well noted that Springfield had
been having big problems with wa-

ter breaks, so “we’re not

alone.”

\M\? A
VeRde

Ear In or Take Out!

BURRITOS,
BOWLS,
SOFT TACOS,
QUESADILLAS

Now Serving
BBC Steel Rail

(413) 772-2531

10 Fiske Ave - downtown Greenfield
Hours:Mon -Sat 11:30 am -9 pm

On Avenue A for over 10 years

J-K: @
iquors Ji

fwe don't carry your favorite brand,
well order it for youl!

Open Yion-Thures 10am- 1?pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pim »Stin doon- pm

59 Avenue A+ Wrners 'hlls
863-9900

R A lu"i 0 i
wia !%Iarﬁt-ﬁi l

N ouﬂTR‘:-f STOP.El

"It's just a stone's throw from reality.”
Grocenes - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor
MON - SAT 7-9, SUNDAY 8-8
978-544-8646

Lockes Village Rd.
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

Real Food, Real People, Real Investment

A T

Loecal, Organic Produce,
Deli, eat in or take oul,
B;lk(-r\ leviallit-s

Green Fields Market

144 Main St.,Greenfield
Muondliy = Suturday 8- 8

Suncday H - 6
(413) 773-9567

Meat & Cheese, Natural Groceeries,
Supplements & Body Care ltems,

VMonthly Specials

b ﬂ!COMMm

\-‘| Gn lun n-m: Mcl::ul‘ei L l'_fr

YC0-OPERATIVE®

McCusker's Market
3 State Street, Shelburne Falls
Open Daily
7a.m.to 7 p.m.
(413) 625-9411

www.franklincommunity.coop

CALL 863-8666
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Dealer in used

E D L Home Furnishings

SMALL FURMITURE « COLLECTIBLES » DECORATIVES

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Rau’'s Auto
o

374 Deerfield Street « Greenfield

GOOD USED USABLES

A e e

Ve

. . Fun stuff

o featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets o ety s ¢ grediiny

ez (41 3) 367-2475 Cookery Figurines End Tables IHpuiaI & & and Sha
| Make : people. g |
Lamps Lite! Open 7 Days a Week s Kipdariina Pidits Animal Crackers

= Saltwater Fish &

Lots of Critters

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Gerry G. Simons

Estates = Wills = Real Estate
Personal Injury

Simons & Simons

(#13) 774-3239 gerrygsimons@yahoo.com

Montague Mini Storage | MikeFuller-owner

“The Best Hiding
Place in Town

- 413-863-4680

U

Fills 8634049 1-800-439-4049
- 4 - Fillin 3~ -800-439-404
FO. Box 9 = Turners Falls | Sluliugn 8-5 Mon-Fri (closed Sat.)

48 Randall Road I

W#WIWWWAWA’WWIWIWWA’MWMWWMWM/W//& "

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair
RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS
and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

Aguarium B Pet Supplies
44 Deerfield St, (Rte 5 & 10) §:
Greenfield. MA 413-774-7346 ¥
Open aundays, Noon lo g
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At a special Town Meeting
on Tuesday night. December 14,
about 150 Leverett voters approved
changes to the town’s zoning by-
laws to allow for a 15-kilowatt ar-
ray of solar panels on land between
Leverett Elementary School and
the Public Safety Complex. The
meeting, originally set for Decem-
ber 17, had to be rescheduled due
to inclement weather.

The bylaw changes were neces-
sary because of a recently enacted
solar bylaw that prohibited photo-
voltaic installations larger than 10
kilowatts in a rural village zone.
The land along Montague Road,
like most lots that have frontage on
town roads. lies in a rural village
zone. And the only way to amend
that bylaw was through the ap-
proval of town meeting.

Town Administrator Margie
McGinnis said the project will
cost $98.016. The entire amount
will be funded by a $138,750 grant
awarded the town last year by the
Massachusetts Green Communi-
ties Program.

The Solar Store in Greenfield,
selected to provide and install the
panels, plans to place the array on
a south-facing slope behind the
public safety complex and the el-
ementary school. The array con-
sists of five 13-foot long solar pan-
els mounted on 16-foot tall poles.
The energy collected will help
offset energy costs at the safety
complex.

The amended bylaw will also
waive a requirement that the free-

conformance with local zoning or-
dinances and the town’s setback
requirement.

This requirement currently re-
quires a pole-mounted array to be
at least 100 feet from the road.
Instead. the panels will only have
to be placed within the normal 40-
foot requirement applicable to all
town buildings.

The new bylaw reads: “Any
installation larger than 10 KW or
occupying more than 2 acres of
land and located on the Town of
Leverett municipal complex parcel
(the parcel of land upon which the
Town Library, Elementary School
and Public Safety building are lo-
cated) shall be allowed as of right
and without the Site Plan Review
required under this Section 4970
for a smaller installation.”

Other Articles: The collapsed
barn at 1 Dudleyville Road will not
be removed immediately. Voters
decided to delay action on the de-
molition to allow the barn’s owner,
Steven Blinn, more time to clean
up the debris.

The article would have allocat-
ed $10,000 for the barn’s removal.
The matter will be revisited at the
annual spring town meeting.

Leverett voters also approved a
transfer of $13,406.16 in Federal
Emergency Management Agency
reimbursements to the Highway
Department’s equipment account.

$214.24 was also allocated from
the town’s available funds to pay a
Zoning Board of Appeals bill from
a previous year.

Substitute teachers will also be
making more. The School Commit-
tee also unanimously approved a
hike for certified or retired teachers
from $65 to $80 per day. For half
days, substitutes will be paid $70,
up from $55.

The pay for non-certified teach-
ers will be raised from $60 to $70
for a full day (8350 to $60 for a half
day).

Although the assessment is pres-
ently deemed affordable, the School
Comimittee is continuing to develop
a budget for FY 2015.

They will meet with the Select-
board within the next few weeks to
present and discuss the budget as it
now stands, and a final budget will
be voted on at Town Meeting in
May.

The school budget has been lev-
el-funded for the past five years.

Leverett Elementary was elevat-
ed in 2012 by the Department of EI-
ementary and Secondary Education
from a Level 2 to a Level
1 school. the highest level Nj
possible. !

Later in American history, God raised up a man of faith
to end slavery. His name was Abraham Lincoln. Honest
Abe wore his hat straight.

A notable quote from him:

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.
I believe this sovernment cannot endure
Permanently half slave and half free.”

g;]:ﬁis quote is absolute truth. United we stand, divided we

The Bible says: “Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and a house divided against itself
falls.”

This Biblical truth applies to all areas of life; nations,
business, marriage. Greatness in a person comes when
we unite with God and His word.

Unite with God through Jesus Christ.

This is: As written.
We are Calvary Baptist Church in Turners Falls.
God'’s blessings are yours.

The MHlontague Reporter

1s seeking writers to cover local board meetings.
Modest compensation and editorial guidance provided.

For information, contact (413) 863-8666, or
editor@montaguereporter.org.

SAWYER-LAUCANNO® PHOTO®

A gregarions
gaggle of geese,

and a group of

Lulls, grope for
Lrubs on what may

or may not be a
battlefield at the
Great Falls.

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

New Construction

P. 413-665-0185

SCAPES BUILDERS

& EXCAVATION, LLC.
Renovation

www scapesbuilders.com
110 N Hillside Road  South Deertield. MA 01373

- -
-

Site Work

Dennis L. Booska
Dennis L. Booska, Jr.

Booska’s Flooring
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile

Member
( ) The Flooring Network.

Phone & Fax
413-863-3690

Lino

Carpet

CoLDWELL
BANKER QO

GRI

UPTON-MASSAMONT
REALTORS

Donald ] Mailloux

Recognized Top Producer

(413) 665-3771 x104 Office
(413) 834-1524 Cell

(413) 423-3810 Home
don@cbumr.com E-mail

4 Elm Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373

www.chuptown-massamont.ecom

D1emand Farm

www.thegilltavern.com
326 Main Road, Gill, MA

Great Homemade
Muade With
Bone Broth!

Soups,

(978) 544-3806
Farm Store Hours:
-Sat. 7a.m. -5 p.m.
Closed Sundays Jan-March

Mon.

“Come See What’s Cooking!”

TeGill Tavern

Come For'a Drink, Stay For a Meal
Now serving Sunday Brunch! |10am-2pm

Your Local

STIHL Dealer
413-367-2481

Sirum Equipment Co.,

Sales, Parts & Service
310 Federal Street (Route 63)
Montague

Weekdays: 8 a.m, — 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 8 am. — 1 p.m.

Mormen Hollow
Road, Wendell

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pm
413-863-9006

Your REPLACEMENT for Vermont Yankee

413 772 3122
Aevice, T oesign & [wstolbodion

SHANAHAN CONSTRUCTION
SupPpPLY Co. INC.

“Rock solid service with level advice™

Regency Fireplace Products
8 Come see our full line of pellets,
g wood, gas stoves, inserts & fireplaces
today! Our Fireplace Design Cenier
makes it easy to choose the right unit
10 suit your lifestyle.

www.shanahansupply.com
Brattleboro « 802-579-1800

529 S. Main St.,
298 Avenue A, Turners Falls + 413-863-4322

i Serving Home Grown )
Farm-inspired Food & Drink

nc. H ‘ '

/" 44 Hope Street, Greenficld, MA 01301
\. Ph 413 774 3150 | hopeandolive.com /

LAWN C AR E
Landscape Design & Maintenance
Accepting New Plow Customers

Within 7 Miles of Montague Center

522-2563
www.lurnLawnCare.com

COHN &
COMPANY

T — T

Real Estate Agency

117 Main Street = PO Box 638
Greenfield, MA 01302-0638

413-773-1149 x142 ~ CeLL: 413-772-9279
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANDCOMPANY.COM

Mary Lou Emond

Certified Residential Specialist

Tumm 'Fam Dizza House

Family Owned & Operated
Serving Turners Falls area for 40 Years

Dave Argy, Family & Staff
PIZZA, GRINDERS,
DINNERS, SALADS, BURGERS
www.turnersfallspizza.com
119 Avenue A, Turners Falls +  (413) 863-8000
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FILM REVIEW
Turners Gets

The Hollywood
Treatment

By DAWN MONTAGUE

Turners Falls is quite gorgeous on
the big screen. and Shelburne Falls
looks pretty good too. Labor Dayv, a
movie with some prominent footage
filmed in town, screened at the Co-
lonial Theater in Keene last Sunday:.
It opens nationwide on January 31.

Joyce Maynard, author of the
novel the movie is based on, attend-
ed Sunday’s screening and spoke
briefly afterward. A New Hamp-
shire native, Maynard now lives in
California. She said that much of
her work is informed by the charac-
ter of her home state, and the film
adaptation of Labor Day is no ex-
ception.

Maynard emphasized to her
hometown audience that she had
hoped director Jason Reitinan would
be able to film the movie in New
Hampshire, but tax incentives pro-
vided by Massachusetts turned the
location-siting in this state’s favor.

On film, the role of New Hamp-
shire is played by Massachusetts.
with Shelburne Falls standing in for
the fictional small town of Holton
Mills. Turners provides a number of
atmospheric exterior shots, and the
setting for one particularly pivotal
scene.

Locals may recall the film crew
working down by the canal bridge
and at the river’s edge in June 2012.
Reitman has made good use of sev-
eral locations in Western Mass to
bring the story to life.

Labor Day has a distinct New
England feel, capturing those close
hot days at summer’s end when

see MOVIE page B4

Better Start Saving

Your Quarters
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By MIKE JACKSON

HADLEY - Since time im-
memorial, if a traveler followed
Massachusetts Route 47 south
from Montague Center, passing
by Mount Toby and through the
sleepy village of Sunderland, she
might eventually travel off the
edge of this newspaper’s map and
into an indistinct and bewildering
zone of strip malls, college cam-
puses, potato fields and gourmet
pet bakeries.

Last weekend, all that changed.
A viable destination has appeared
at the extreme southern end of this
winding rural road -- just before it
crosses Route 9, the traveler can
now bang a right onto Railroad
Street, and another right, and find
herself in the parking lot of an un-
assuming-looking spot called The
Quarters.

Part arcade, part bar, part diner,
and part churn of flashing lights,
nerds, babes, and pulsing late-20th-
cenfury underground and popular
recorded music, The Quarters is

exactly the kind of dream business
a couple of UMass alums might
have cooked up as part of an unre-
alistic plan to stay in “the Valley”
forever and become its benevolent
rulers.

Instead of sleeping the dream
off, owners George Myers and
Greg Stutsman worked for the last
five years to make it a reality.

Their saga included “a few
close calls” with other locations,
a successful crowdfunding cam-
paign using websites Indiegogo
and Fundable, old-fashioned in-
vestment. and a steadily-building
buzz of excitement (the business
had amassed an enviable 3,000
“likes” on Facebook even before
they opened to the public this
weekend).

The nearly 20 stand-up arcade
games lining The Quarters’ walls
range in vintage from 1978 (Space
Invaders) to 1996 (Street Fighter
Alpha 2), skewing wonderfully
toward the early ‘80s (Dig Dug,
Joust, Crystal Castles, Galaga).

see QUARTERS page B6

9:00 pm

Wednesday May 1st

Wendlels [Poetny
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The Millers Fally Scrapbooks

The Short, Extraordinary
Life of Willie Strong

By DAVID BRULE

MILLERS FALLS AND
ERVING — Tivo scrapbooks made
their way into myv hands a while
back. For the time being, the person
who collected all the clippings and
photos some time in the 1950s,
remains unknown. No one had
signed the collection, donated to the
Erving Historical Commission. But
it did wind up in the right hands.
The following is another story
gleaned from those pages.

You never know, when you put
things away for safe-keeping or for
some future remembrance, how,
years hence, your souvenirs could
become the source of fascinating
tales.

That is the case here, where in
the anonymous scrapbooks, a page
or two of random clippings tell the
story of young Willie Strong.

William Lester Strong was born
in Erving on January 25, 1874.
Nothing perhaps would have indi-
cated that he was destined for an
exceptional yet short life. But the
signs were not long in becoming
apparent: within ten years after his
birth, Willie began publishing his
first newspaper, the Erving Gazette.

‘We can assume from the artifacts
left in our collection that he pub-
lished his Gazette on a monthly ba-
sis, and based on the few remnants
saved in the scrapbooks, he provid-
ed his readers with pages of infor-
mative and varied entertainment.

He filled his editions with di-
verse small-town news items such
as. “There will be a masquerade

ball at Union Hall next Tuesday
evening,” and. “We were visited by
one of the most severe storms of the
season yesterday. People are now
out with their sleighs again.” (Janu-
ary 28. 1884)
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Willie Strong 5 Erving Gazette,
January 28, 1884 edition.

He peppered this breaking news
with poems, anecdotes, advertise-
ments and jokes such as,

“A lady having remarked in com-
pany that she thought there should
be a tax on the ‘single state’.

“Yes madame,” rejoined an ob-
stinate old bachelor. “as on all oth-
er luxuries!”

Such was the innocence of hu-
mor in 1884.

By 1885, Willie had moved to
Millers Falls from Erving and he
began publishing the Millers Falls
News in our village. Published
weekly, Strong’s newspaper cost 25
cents for a one-year subscription!

Willie attended local schools
here and also served as correspon-
dent for the Greenfield Gazette and

see STRONG page B4

Reading (o

Reponter

The holidays are over, but the aftermath [

lingers. For almost all my life my one sister, two
brothers and I have celebrated at mom and dad’s
house.

They are getting older, and it’s obvious it’s
getting harder for them. The problem is that my
siblings seem totally oblivious. They still expect
our parents will do everything.

What is even worse is that my sister and her
husband, along with my oldest brother, shut
everybody out. My little brother just plays with
his phone. Meanwhile, the kids run loose, and
our folks are also expected to look after them. I
try to help out mom and dad but they just tell me
to hang with my siblings.

Clio, I have nothing much to say to any of
them and even if I did. they wouldn’t listen. So
what to do? I feel like boycotting next year.

P.S.: We are all in our 30s.

Recovering from the Holidays
Dear RH,

Many people are breathing a sigh of relief that
the holidays are over. Hopefully we experience
some joy. too. but most of us have holiday
issues that recur year after year. At this time of
year many people are saying, “Next year I'll...”
but eleven months later we forget our intention
to make things different. We remember the
particular holiday issue only when it is too
late to take action—maybe the day before the
holiday.

Holiday family dynamics are particularly
hard to change because of that time lag. If I
make the same mistake every day, it will be
maybe three or four days before I learn not to do
it. If I make the same mistake four Christmases
in a row, well, that’s four years.

I have a friend who has a problem similar
to yours. Every year in November she tells
me about her latest plan to get her siblings to
help with cooking. Every year in December,
she is frustrated because her plan did not
work. I think it may be that you will not get
your siblings to help either.

I suggest that you start by finding ways
that you can help your parents by yourself.
This will make you feel a little better about
their situation. In addition, who knows, your
siblings may see you helping and decide to
step up themselves.

It is hard for many parents to accept help
from their adult children. If T ask my mother,
“Can I do anything to help?” she will either
say that she does not need help or else assign
me a small job like asking whether anyone
wants a beer.

What I have started doing is calling
my mom a week ahead and saying. “T was
thinking of bringing the dessert for Tuesday
night. Is that OK?” She has always said yes
when I suggest bringing a specific food item
for a specific meal. but I have to talk to her
when she is still in the planning phase.

As your parents age, they will probably
need help with more than just holiday meals.
Often this is hard on sibling relationships.
Siblings feel like someone is not doing
his or her share. I have known families
that have stopped speaking to each other
over this issue. It sounds like your sibling
relationship needs strengthening before it

see CLIO page B3

By CHRISTOPHER
SAWYER- LAUCANNO

WENDELL — “Money is a kind of po-
etry,” wrote poet and Hartford Insurance
executive Wallace Stevens. The organizers
of a poetry reading at the Deja Brew pub in
Wendell to benefit the Montague Reporter
are hoping that poetry can also equate with
money.

The reading on January 27 at 7 p.m. will
feature a host of prominent local poets, all
giving of their time and words, to add some
cash to the paper’s coffers.

The idea for the reading came from Wen-
dell poet Ray DiDonato. He spoke with Pat-
ti Scutari. owner of Deja Brew, who readily
agreed to allow her Wendell gathering spot
to be used for the event.

Mike Mauri (1) and Charles Bado (r) at a reading last fall.

Both will read at the January 27 event.

Deja Brew, as many know, is also the
venue on the last Monday of the month dut-
ing the warmer months for the long-running
and popular All Small Caps Poetry Reading
Series.

But as ASC is on winter hiatus, Scutari
was happy to turn on the house lights for the
benefit and donate a portion of the proceeds
of the bar to the paper.

All Small Cappers, however. will not be
absent. Jess Mynes. Wendell poet and pub-
lisher, is the featured reader.

In addition, ASC poets and poetry im-
presarios Charles Bado and Paul Richmond
will also read.

The reading will also feature Mike Mauri,
Lea Banks. Edward Foster, and the editors
of the Montague Reporter, Patricia Pruitt
and Chris Sawyer-Lauganno.

> The first half-hour will fea-
ture 5-minute open mic slots.
All are invited to bring a poem
or two to share with the gather-
ing.

Donations are happily ac-
cepted in any amount, but $3
to $10 is suggested. Those who
pay highest scale or more will
be entered in a raffle for books
of poetry.

Along with the proceeds
from the door, Deja Brew has
also generously agreed to do-
nate ten percent of their take at
the bar. A limited pub menu will
be available.

Bring your ears, love of po-
etry, and appetites for an enjoy-
able evening of poetry to benefit
the Reporter and provide a warm
respite for the body and soul!
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Pet of the Week Relay For Life fundraiser kicks off
Are you looking Pet me and you will The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Franklin County kicks off its 19th annual fundraiser on Satur-

for a cat that will sit in
your lap? Greet you at
the door? Then look no |
further! Here I am! I am
a beautiful mid-aged
cat that is looking for
a great home. I love all
people. T am very active
as well! I love having

toys to play with and I “NIY A”

am very affectionate.

see! I may even melt
your heart when we lock
eyes. Just come in and
see.

: Roses are red, violets
| are blue, I am a kitty that
| is looking for you! Con-
tact the Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane Society
at (413) 548-9898 or

info@dpvhs.org

i

Senior Center Activities

January 20 through 24

GILL and MONTAGUE

January 20 through January 24
Gill / Montague Senior

Center, 62 Fifth Street. Turners

Falls, is open Monday through

Friday from 9:00 AM. to 2:00

PM. Congregate meals are served

Tuesday through Thursday at Noon.

Meal reservations must be made

one day in advance by 11:00 A.M.

All fitness classes are supported

by a grant from the Executive

Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary

donations are accepted. Council

on Aging Director is Roberta

Potter.  Kitchen Manager is Jeff

Suprenant. For more information,

to make meal reservations, or to

sign up for programs call 863-

0357. Messages can be left on

our machine when the center is not

operL.

Monday 1/20

10:10 AM Aerobics

10:55 AM Chair Exercise

12:00 PM Pot Luck & Bingo

1:00 NO Knitting Circle

3:00 PM Balance Class

Tuesday: 1/21

9:30 AM Chair Yoga

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Kanitting Circle

Wednesday: 1/22

10:10 AM Aerobics

12:00 PM Lunch

12:45 PM Bingo

Thursday: 1/23

9:00 AM Tai Chi

12:00 PM Lunch

1:00 PM Pitch

Friday: 1/24

10:10 AM Aerobics

10:55 AM Chair Exercise

1:00 PM Writing Group

LEVERETT
For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us.
Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga —
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town

Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free).

Senior Lunch — Fridays at noon.
Call (413)367-2694 by Wednesday
for a reservation.

ERVING

Erving Senior Center, 1
Care Drive, Ervingside, is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30
am. to 2:30 p.m. for activities
and congregate meals. Lunch is
at 11:30 am., with reservations
requited 24 hours in advance.
Call Mealsite Manager Rebecca
Meuse at (413) 423-3308, for meal
information and reservations.

For information, call Polly
Kiely, Senior Center Director. at
(413)423-3649. Transportation can
be provided for meals, shopping, or
medical necessity. Call the Center
to confirm activities, schedule a
ride, or find out when is the next
blood pressure clinic.

Monday 1/20

CLOSED — Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day

Tuesday 1/21

8:45 a.m.- Chair Aerobics

10:00 a.m - Steve Damon — Name
That Tune

10:45 Senior Business meeting
Wednesday 1/22

8:45 a.m. - Line Dancing

10:00 a.m. - Chair Yoga

12:00 - Bingo

Thursday 1/23

8:45 a.m. - Aerobics

10:00 a.m. - Healthy Bones &
Muscles

12:00 - Cards

Friday 1/24

9:00 a.m. - Bowling

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at
2 Lockes Village Road. Call
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760,
for hours and upcoming programs.
Call the Center for a ride.

On the web:

day, January 18th at 9:30am at St. Kazimierz in Turners Falls. Anyone interested in forming a team this year is
highly encouraged to attend. There will be a continental breakfast for all who attend. Teams can be made up of
families, community groups, schools, businesses, and everyone in between.

This event kicks off the Relay 2014 season which will culminate with a two-day overnight camping event at the
Franklin County Fairgrounds on June 13-14. On average there are 80 teams of people with 1,500 participants.
This year’s campaign is being led by Sue Pennison and Michael Nelson.

“We traditionally raise about $270.000 every year,” Nelson said. “Money raised is used to finance programs for
cancer survivors and for ongoing cancer research. The more money we can raise. the greater services we can

provide to those affected by cancer.”

“Everyone knows someone who has had cancer. Relay For Life is a way to bring our cancer survivors together
and for our community to celebrate the progress we are making in the fight against the disease” said Pennison.

“You don’t need to have a team to make a difference though,” said Nelson. “People who wish to make a dona-
tion to the fundraiser can do so easily and securely online. Gifts of any size are greatly appreciated.”

www.RelayForLife.org/franklincountyma

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION

By FRED CICETTI

Q. What is the value of taking
hormones for menopause?

control menopause
symptoms, there is Hormone
Therapy (HT) or Hormone
Replacement Therapy (HRT).

The most comprehensive
evidence about taking hormones
after menopause comes from the
Women’s Health Initiative Hormone
Program sponsored by the National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
and the National Cancer Institute.

The WHI Hormone Program
involved two studies—the use of
estrogen plus progestin (a synthetic
progesterone), and the use of
estrogen alone. Women who have
undergone a hysterectomy are
generally given estrogen alone.
Women who have not undergone
this surgery are given estrogen plus
progestin, which have a lower risk of
causing cancer of the endometrium,
the lining of the uterus.

The estrogen/progestin study was
stopped in 2002, when investigators
reported that the overall risks
outweighed the benefits. The
estrogen-alone study was stopped

To help

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Menopause at Home
and Abroad

in 2004, when the researchers
concluded that estrogen alone
increased the risk of stroke and
blood clots.

I have read comments from
doctors who say that HRT may be
okay for some women. The best
courseis to geta personal assessment
from your own physician.

Q. Any advice about how to stay
healthy during a trip abroad?

Here are a few tips:
= First, see your doctor and your
dentist to make sure you are starting
the voyage in good condition. You
may need vaccinations.
» Guard against infection by washing
your hands often, especially after
you’ve been on a plane, train or
bus.
= If you are in a country where
traveler’s diarrhea is common,
avoid street vendors, uncooked
food, unpasteurized dairy products,
tap water and ice.
» To battle jet lag, drink a lot of
water on your flight.
» Get up and walk on a plane or train
to protect yourself against blood
clots foriming in your legs.
« If you suffer from motion sickness,
make sure your eyes are seeing the
same motion that your body senses.
For example, on a rocking boat, go
up on deck and watch the horizon.
Don’t sit in a windowless room

below deck where your body feels
movement, but your eyes don’t see
it. That difference is what makes
you seasick.

O. What exactly happens during
LASIK eve surgerv?

LASIK, which stands for Laser-
Assisted In Situ Keratomileusis,
improves vision by reshaping the
cornea. the clear covering of the
front of the eye. Using a laser, an
eye surgeon can free patients of
eyeglasses and contact lenses.

During the eye exam prior to
LASIK, the surgeon charts your
eye to determine which areas of
your cornea need to be altered. The
surgery is then done with a laser
programmed to remove the right
amount of tissue in each location on
the cornea.

During the surgery, vou lie on
your back in a reclining chair in an
exam room. The surgery usually
takes less than a half-hour. Often,
LASIK is done on both eyes in the
same sitting. In most cases, your
vision won't be better at first. Vision
improves over several months.

Questions? Send them to
[fred@healthygeezer.org

If you would like to vead more
columns, vou can order a copy of
“How to be a Healthy Geezer” at
www healthvgeezer.com.
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The children s
librarian comes
to our narrator’s
assistance in....

By DAVID
DETMOLD

Penelope
clapped her hands
and a bevy of little |
barefoot girls came |5, 4
rushing in fromthe | %

children’s  room.

They ran in hold-

ing hands in twos and threes and
bubbling with laughter. Their hair
hung loose and swinging as they
gathered round their mistress in a
rush, some jumping up and down
with glee.

But at a sign from Penelope,
they ceased their antic play and all
sat down around her, their frocks
spreading on the marble like flow-
ers on a reflecting pool.

A moment later, two older girls
came in carrying a brimming silver
bowl of water. They set it gently on
the desk, then took their places on
the floor beside the other girls.

Penelope beckoned silence. She
wore a diaphanous gown of powder
blue. worked with cut glass beads
and silver threads that shimmered
as she moved.

She cupped her hand in the air,
and a crystalline powder of the
same hue as her dress appeared to
materialize out of the air itself and
filter into her palm.

Then she stooped and blew the
powder lightly over the surface of
the water, and took hold of the sil-
ver bowl. With a twist, she set the
water spinning.

The liquid in the bowl now
seemed heavier than water. It be-
gan to seethe and roil; steam rose
from its surface. In the air above the
water, Penelope moved her hands
outward in horizontal circles, then
she clapped and raised her left hand
above her head.

A baton appeared as if by magic
in her fingers.

“Ah! There 1t 1s,” she cried.

She tapped the rim of the bowl
with her baton. It made a dull ping.
a sound that traveled slowly to the
far corners of the building where it
remained suspended. ringing softly
in the dusty air.

The sound grew clearer and
sharper as it reverberated. echoing
back into the lobby while the smoke
rising from the bowl purled heav-
ily along the walnut desk and fell in
curling tendrils to the fioor.

Over in the reading room, the pa-
trons had fallen into a doze, except
for Ulysses, who had hopped onto
the back of the chair when Cadmus
put his head down on his book.

The crow turned his head at odd
angles to his squat body, and eyed
the proceedings darkly.

All at once, the girls rose to their
feet and arrayed themselves about
their mistress.

In the wavering light from the
sputtering fluorescents they circled
in a stately dance, bending low to
drop beneath the kneehole of the
desk.

They sang:

MIKE SLIVA ILLUSTRATION

By the moonbeams in her quiver

by the starlight on the water

of her well

a shore of dreams we keep

by the waterfall and river

where the maiden naiads dwell

in the rushlight tallow

old Peneus weeps his daughter

his tears the springs that leap like
laughter

the mossy stones where gather we

these simples for a shepherd’s
purse

the which we offer thee

skullcap, lady s slip and mallow

a tisane steeped of dew and furze

with which we woo ye down fto
sleep

that’s all, that’ all, thats all!

Penelope smiled and scooped up
a handful of pebbles from a cubby-
hole; they looked like agate chips.
She cast them in the bowl, and blew
gently to clear the steam off the sur-
face of the water.

Just then a gust of wind came
rushing through the foyer: I must
have failed to pull the outside doors
all the way to when I came in, and
now they had blown open. I went
over and closed them quietly.

The room fell still.

Faint and far off, I thought I
could hear pigs squealing.

Like a priestess, Penelope held
her hands above the bowl. She
peered into the water, observing
the pattern the pebbles had made as
they settled to the bottom. Then she
looked at me.

“You will pass through many ob-
stacles,” she said.

“Narrow straits and dire pas-
sages. Beware the clash of person-
alities that may beset your path.
Long vears will pass, and you will
lie becalmed. Let not the siren song
of vain ambition sway you.

“Your friends, companions of
your youth, these all will fall away.
Persevere. You will find that which
you seek: she awaits your long re-
turn.”

“Does it say anything about take
home pay?” I asked.

“Must you be an ass?” said Pe-
nelope, raising her wand above her
head.

“Whoa.... just kidding,” I
laughed. “It’s just that I read that
same fortune in my horoscope this
morning.”

“What more do you want?” She
raised herself up to her full height.
“The fates are not wont to vouch-
safe proofs to fools!”

“No, no. Certainly not. But on
the other hand, why do they issue
such boilerplate nostrums? Don’t
they ever get specific?”

NOTES FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Burst Pipes, Icy Roads, Warrant Arrests

Saturday, 1/4

4:39 a.m. Burst pipe on
Avenue A.

10:42 a.m. Funeral home
reported that a male was
holding a fallen wire up
in the air in front of their
business. Determined to
be cable wire. Comcast
advised.

12:59 pm. 911 call from
child playing with phone.
1:51 pam. Suboxone
reported stolen from
purse. Report taken.

5:06 p m. Burst pipe on
Randall Road.

9:36 p.m.

was
arrested on two default
warrants.

Sunday, 1/5

12:25 pm. Two car
accident at Lake Pleasant
Road and Millers Falls
Road. Verbal warning for
unreasonable speed given
road conditions. Snow
buildup in road noted.
3:45 p.m. Shoplifting at
Rite Aid; suspect stole a
netbook and ran out of the
store. Report taken.

11:28 p.m. Burst pipe on

Fourth Street.
Monday, 1/6
10:19 a.m. Caller
requested police send
Department of Public

Works to sand privately-
owned driveway so he
could get out. Caller
advised that DPW does
not maintain  private
property and given other
options. Caller rejected
other options and insisted
that DPW respond. Caller

given DPW’s phone
number.
10:41 am. Complaint

that DPW driver had run
stop sign and nearly hit
caller’s wvehicle. Driver

spoken with.

12:50 p.m. A Turners Falls
man was arrested and
charged with threatening
to commit a crime; two
counts of wviolating a
restraining order; and
disorderly conduct.

6:34 pm. Report of
extremely icy conditions
in  multiple locations
around town. DPW
notified; responded that

they would be getting the
crew together.
Tuesday, 1/7

was arrested and
charged with operating
under the influence of
liquor; marked lanes
violation: possessing an
open container of alcohol
in a motor vehicle; and
having an unregistered
motor vehicle.

4:39 pm.

was
artested on a straight
warrant.
5:58 p.m.

was
artested on a straight
warrant.

Wednesday, 1/8

12:26 p.m. Report of
large blue dumpster in
the middle of the road in
Millers Falls. Unable to
locate.

3:24 p.m. Complaint that
dog on West Chestnut Hill
Road was loose again and
may have been chasing

chickens. Services
rendered.

4:30 pm. Syringes
found in rest room at
FL. Roberts. Services
rendered.

Thursday, 1/9

11:33 am. Hit and run

accident on East Main
Street,  across from
Carroll’s Market. Written
warning issued.

1:50 p.m. Report of party
leavingdrugparaphernalia
in rest room at FL.
Roberts.  Paraphemnalia
removed. Party verbally
trespassed from store,
8:48 pm. Hit and run
accident at F.L. Roberts.
Gill and Erving PDs
notified; suspect believed
to hang out at Dunkin’
Donuts in Erving. Suspect

located. Summons
issued.

Friday, 1/10

10:17 a.m. Officer
requested to respond
to  Franklin  County

Technical School., where
a student had threatened
to shoot people. Student
removed to hospital.

10:55 am. Burglary/
breaking and entering
(forced entry) on Union
Street. Report taken.

2:46 pm. Burglary/
breaking and entering
(no forced entry) on Park
Street. Report faken.

4:57 pm.

was arrested for probable
cause.

7:01 p.m. Report of
attempted breaking and
entering on Second Street.
Investigated.

10:10 p.m. Domestic
disturbance on Bridge

Street. Advised of
options.

10:10 p.m. Report of
someone throwing

snowballs at windows
at Sheffield Elementary

School. Area search
negative.

Saturday, 1/11

9:01 am. Report of

several dangerously icy
roads around town. DPW
notified; responded that
they were waiting for
temperatures to come up.
10:06 am. Rollover
vehicle accident on
Wendell Road caused
by  hazardous road
conditions; both wvehicle
occupants uninjured.
10:12 a.m. Report of
several vehicles skidding
and one off road at
Meadow Road and Old
Sunderland Road.

10:16 a.m. DPW notified
again about icy road
conditions; advised that
a crew would be coming
out to sand.

2:38 p m. Vehicle into tree
on Turners Falls Road.
Road closed temporarily.
Driver transported to
hospital.

4 pm. Malfunctioning
traffic lights at Third
Street and Avenue A.
DPW notified.

6:09 p.m. Second report
of malfunctioning traffic
lights at Third Street and
Avenue A. DPW notified
again. Portable stop signs
deployed.

11:20 p.m. Loud party
on Grove Street. Verbal

warning.

11:44  p.m.  Second
complaint regarding
people screaming on
Grove Sireet. Sterner
verbal warning.

Sunday, 1/12

12:10 a.m. Third
complaint regarding

individuals talking loudly
on Grove Street. Unable
to locate.

12:42 pm. 911 call from
child playing with phone.

Penelope tapped the tip of her
wand impatiently on the walnut
desk and glanced briefly in the bowl
again.

“Wandering. Wandering and lost
in the midst of the Cyber Sea. You
will log on manfully. Finally you
gain access. Beguiled for ten long
years., seeking the universe in a
grain of sand. Lost.” She shook her
head.

“Should I consider opening an
IRA?”

“Oh, go to hell,” said Penelope
cheerfully. She laughed and clapped

her hands together.

I didn’t notice what she did with
her wand.

“Come on, girls!” she cried.

“We’ve got more work to do!”

Two by two, her handmaids fol-
lowed her back into the children’s
room, the last pair struggling not to
spill the brimming bowl they car-
ried between them.

Continued next weerk.

CLIO from page B1

can weather the changes to come.

You write that you don’t have
anything to say to your siblings. Is
this equally true for all of them?
Maybe there is one among the
three you can identify with a little
more?

Maybe you can call that
sibling and mention your
concern about holiday meals and
childcare. Brainstorming together
could strengthen your overall
relationship. while also improving
the holiday situation.

It sounds like it won’t be easy.
but connecting with even one
sibling would be worth the effort.
Even though they don’t always
show it, your siblings must care
about your parents.

Maybe if you start now, while
they don’t need a whole lot, your
parents’ need for help could bring
you together instead of increasing

tensions. Supporting your parents
as they age is a challenge that the
four of you will face together, but
there could be others. as well.

If you can practice sharing
responsibilities during the
holidays, you will be more ready
to come together to face other
challenges when they arise.

I can tell that you care about
your parents, and it sounds like
they really want the best for you,
too.

May you build on this positive
relationship in order to create
happier holidays and closer
relationships with the family
throughout the year. Good luck!

Yours,
Clio
In need of advice?
Contact Clio at editor(@ | a
montaguereporter.org. B
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MOVIE from page B1
everything shifts, and the light is
golden. This is a coming of age
story, a romance, and a little bit
of a thriller. In this film, everyone
sweats.

It is a relatively quiet movie, re-
volving around the intertwined sto-
ries of a depressed, reclusive wom-
an Adele (Kate Winslet, nominated
for a Golden Globe for her role),
her adolescent son Henry (Gattlin
Griffith), and the injured fugitive
Frank (Josh Brolin) who forces
them to take him into their home
while he hides from the police.

The film veers perilously toward
romance novel territory at times,
and enlists some heavy-handed
flashbacks to fill in the backstory,
but is steadied by nuanced and vul-
nerable performances by the three
lead actors, deft yet dreamy cin-

ematography, and a lovely attention
paid to details of the 1987 setting.

To see our bridges, canal, and
river on screen was exciting. I
cheered just a little the first time the
camera showed us that long view
down to the Connecticut, the view
we all see driving into town over
the Turners Falls-Gill Bridge.

Between this film and The Judge.
also shot in Shelburne Falls and
Millers Falls, and slated for release
this October, it seems that loca-
tion scouts have an eye on Franklin
County.

Overall, Labor Day is a
beautifully shot and well-acted
drama. Depending on your taste,
you may or may not find the novelty
of seeing our local towns on the

big screen outweighs the
D

movie’s flaws.

NOTES FROM THE ERVING POLICE LOG

Bicycle, Kayak, Tree

Monday, 1/6

8:48 a.m. Report of
subject riding a bi-
cycle on Route 2 near
Farley Flats.

9:58 am. Assisted
on scene of medical
emergency on War-
ner Street.

2:40 pm. Report
of kayaker in Mill-
ers River. Caller was
concerned to see him
kayaking solo. Gone
upon arrival.
Tuesday, 1/7

12:45 am. Motor
vehicle rollover on
Route 2, Farley area.
Assisted on scene.
State police took re-
port.

2 pm. Report of de-
ceased cat on Old
State Road. Animal
control officer han-
dled; no rabies sus-
pected.

‘Wednesday, 1/8
3:06 pm. Assisted
on scene of medical
emergency on Moun-
tain Road.

5:05 pm. Arrested

, for oper-
ating under the influ-
ence of liquor, second
offence; operating un-
der the influence of
drugs; and negligent
operation of a motor
vehicle, Route 2 at
Freight House.
Thursday, 1/9
6:30 pm. Motor ve-
hicle with hazards on
at French King Bowl-
ing parking lot. Lo-
cated owner. Advised
was an electrical issue
with car.

Friday, 1/10
5 pm. Arrested

I .

operating under the
influence of liquor;
child endangerment;
resisting arrest; fail-
ure to use a direc-
tional signal; and no
inspection.

6 p.m. Domestic dis-
turbance
Street.
6:45 pm. Arrested
Gunn Street man for
domestic assault and
battery:

Sunday, 1/12

1:16 pm. Tree in
roadway at Old State
and Ridge Roads. Re-
moved same.

7 pam. Possible break-
ing and entering at
River Street resi-
dence. Report taken.
10:50 p.m. Motor ve-
hicle crash, North
Street. Accident re-
port taken.

on Gunn

Back row, Fr: Stepben Cariton of Greenfield; Colton Tarbox of Wendell; Brandan

Tarbox: of Wendell; Lindsey Mallonx: of Erving; Rayanne Mercure of Turners
Falls; Anna Vasquez-Wright of Colrainy Julia Lingwall of Sunderiand; Lanren
Hansen of Leverett; Samantha Hayes of Orange; and Alyssa Gaundet of Orange.

Front row, I-r: Trevor Blake of Northfield; Steven Easton of Bernardston;

Elizabeth Sauinier of Greenfield; Cheyenne Edwards of Greenfield; and Hailey
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Lowel! of Millers Falls.

Heres the way it was on
January 15, 2004: News fiom The
Montague Reporter s archive.

Enrollment Decline at
Gill-Montague

Over ten percent of the students
have left the Gill-Montague school
system in the past year.

With each student who leaves
the district taking an estimated
$5.500 to $11,000 with them, in a
tight budget year, the sharp decline
has school administrators and town
officials worried.

“I think it’s a very highly mobile
district,” said superintendent of
schools Sue Gee. “This part of
Massachusetts has a highly mobile
population within the low income
level of our communities.

“It also relates, a lot of the time,
to jobs and housing.”

OxyContin Overdose

Alfred Gowey. 43, of 80 Second

Street, lurners Falls, died early
Tuesday moming in the brick
apartment building he called home,
the victim of an apparent drug
overdose.

He leaves behind a wife and
four children, the youngest five
years old.

OxyContin pills reportedly sell
in downtown Turners for $1 a
milligram, or between $5 and $10
for 10-milligram pills.

Old Roads, New
Growth in Wendell

Officials from FRCOG met with
Wendell’s economic development
committee and interested residents
to discuss abandoning old roads,
and new potential for economic
growth.

Wendell’s population has more
than doubled since 1970, with the
largest increase taking place in the
“70s.

Of the workforce, the largest
component works in town, with

ILOOIKIING BACIKs 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

the next largest group commuting
to Amherst, followed by Montague
and then Greenfield.

Median household income is
higher than in Franklin County
overall, and the number of
individuals below the poverty line
is also slightly higher than in the
county.

Gill Transitional
House Closing

The Gill Transitional House
on River Road is closing after 14
years of service to kids in crisis.

Rising costs of utilities,
employee salaries and insurance
doomed the program, along with a
reimbursement level from the Gill-
Montague school system that never
fully compensated for the special
education teachers provided at the
Gill House classroom.

The nonprofit agency will have
the River Road buildings appraised
and seek to sell them.

STRONG from page B1
Courier, and for the Orange Enter-
prise.

Clearly a young man of extraor-
dinary ambition and intelligence. he
graduated from the Powers Institute
in Bernardston in 1892. He then at-
tended Hinman’s Business College
in Worcester and graduated from
there in 1893.

Strong was quickly snapped up
by the management of the Boston
and Maine and Albany Railroad,
and began rising to the upper ranks
of that company. Willie was on his
way.

Then, just as suddenly, he died.
That was on January 10, 1902 at the
tender age of 28. But why, and how,
we are not able to ascertain.

Several hours spent scouring the
microfiche archives of the Gazette
and Courier for 1902 reveal noth-
ing. No obituary. no mention in
those pages of the untimely death
of their former correspondent and
the Boy Wonder of Erving, Willie
Lester Strong.

Except that is. for a single sen-

tence buried under the Births,
Marriages, Deaths rubric of the
January 25, 1902 edition.

It reads simply: “In Troy. NY,
W.L. Strong January 10, 1902, the
only son of W. Strong of Erving.”

So, could we let our young
Willie, so full of promise. a writ-
er, newspapermarn, publisher and
correspondent, have his extraor-
dinary life and his passing noted
only in a single sentence? Not at
all. He deserves better.

We will get to the bottom of
the full story, and perhaps, write
the final sentences on this native
son. Stay tuned.

RIP
Willie Lester Strong
25 January 1874 —
10 January 1902
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My candle burns at both ends, it will not last the night.
But, ah my foes, and oh my fiiends,
It gives a lovely light.

Edna St. Vincent Millay
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Franklin County Tech School Students Earn

Honors at Leadership Conference

TURNERS FALLS - Several
Franklin County Technical School
SkillsUSA students earned honors
including gold, silver and bronze
medals, at the Fall State Leadership
Conference in Marlborough.

Fifteen FCTS students partici-
pated in the event. which was the
largest Fall State Leadership Con-
ference with 579 competitors from
schools throughout the state. Stu-
dents competed in a variety of team
events, assisted in a service learning
project for the Hopkinton YMCA,
and worked diligently to earn lead-
ership pins, signifying their mastery
in SkillsUSA knowledge and lead-
ership qualities.

Approximately 70 Franklin

County Technical School students
will participate in the Western Dis-
trict 6 SkillsUSA Conference in
North Adams in March.

Below is a list of FCTS students
who won awards in the SkillsUSA
Fall State Leadership Conference:

Stephen Carlton of Greenfield.
Culinary Arts

Colton Tarbox of Wendell, Pro-
gramming and Web Design

Brandan Tarbox of Wendell, Ma-
chine Technology

Lindsey Malloux of Erving, Cos-
metology

Rayanne Mercure of Turners
Falls, Culinary Axts

Anna Vasquez-Wright of Col-
rain, Health Technology

Julia Lingwall of Sunderland,
Plumbing and Heating

Lauren Hansen of Leverett,
Health Technology

Samantha Hayes of Orange,

Collision Repair and Refinishing -

Alyssa Gaudet of Orange, Cos-
metology

Trevor Blake of Northfield. Elec-
trical

Steven Easton of Bernardston.
Electrical

Elizabeth Saulnier of Greenfield,
Health Technology

Cheyenne Edwards of Green-
field, Electrical

Hailey Lowell of Wendell, Ma-
chine Technology - Seventh Place
ribbon in Overall Team Quality.

CALL 863-8666

38 3rd Street

Thur-Fri 11-6

Christa Snyder - Creator

£UNK™SHUN

FUN, FUNKY, fUNCTIONAL

Custom: Sewing, Upholstery, Slip Covers,
Floors, Signs, Handbags, Pillows, Fabric Fun

Turners Falls
413-863-0003

Sat 10-5

Sun 12-4

WANTED?

Kawasaki

3- and 4-Cylinder Motorcycles

1969 10 1976
In Any Condition
Call Joe
(978) 760-504272
(508) 481-3397

UTURE BRg

Séace 1910 .

Professional Painting &
Decorating Contractor
Commercial ®* Residential ®* Industrial

“SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS™

www.couturebros.com

187 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA * 413-863-4346

SALES = SERVICE » INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Devine Overhead Doors
Geny Devine

Pipiones
’Lm
* Fishing supplies; Live bait

® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & CO, Refills

* Guns & Ammo
Open 7 am 7 days a week : ‘
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

Onsite Software
Support on PCs and
Macs from Windows
to Officeto
QuickBooks

106 West Street
Hadley, MA. 01035

Hampshire: 586-3161
Franklin: 773-9497

Debbe Dugan
863-5030
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all
levels welcome to play tradition-
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

The Millers Falls Library Club:
Free after school program. 3:30
to 4:45 p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: Free Texas Hold ‘em Pok-
er fournament, with cash prizes.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library: Children and
their families are invited to come
enjoy stories, crafts, music and
snacks. 10:15to 11:30 a.m.

EVERY THURSDAY

Arts Block, Greenfield: Thursday
Night Jazz, Ted Wirt and John
Harrison, 5to 7 p.m.

Montague Center Library: Music
and Movement with Tom Carroll
& Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 o 11
a.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Between the Uprights, Turners
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty John-
ny. 9 p.m to midnight. Free.

THE LADY
REW:

nlague MA
L1 pirnn {ad leist)

1 7-90666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

ART SHOWS:
Augusta Savage Gallery, UMass,

Ambherst: Jose Tonito Rodri-
guez: Inkterventions on display
through February 14th.

AUDITIONS:

Mutton and Mead
Medieval Festi-
val seeks Actors,
Singers, Musicians
and other perform-
ers for Shire Cast.
Montague Common
Hall, Montague
Center: Feb 7th, 4
to 8 p.m. Feb 8th
& 9th, 10 to 6 p.m;
Feb. 10th & 11th, 4
to 8 p.m. www.mut-
tonandmead.com.

EVENTS:

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 16

Mocha Maya's, Shel-
burne Falls: Open Mic
Night, hosted by Pa-
mela Means, 7 p.m.

The Loft at the Clarion Hotel,
Northampton: Freedom Song A
Concert in Honor of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. & Nelson Mandela
with Moonlight & Morning Star
and the Charm Brothers, special
guests, 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Half
Shaved Jazz, 7:30 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Tommy
Fifiault Trio, Acoustic Rock with
Sturgis Cunningham & Klondike
Koehler, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne
Falls: McCabe & Mrs. Miller,
1971, color rated R. Julie Chris-
tie & Warren Beatty, $, 7:30
p.m.. Music before the movie,
Mohawk High School Select
Chorus, eclectic mix, 7 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Pat-
ty Carpenter, jazz/blues singin’,
8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh
Levangie & The Pistoleros, out-

law country, 9 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls:
Fancy Trash, indie folk rock, 8
p-m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
Dodgeball Tournament, Turners

Falls High School Gym, 6 to 9
p-m.

Montague Community  Hall,
Montague Center: Gender Role
Free Contra Dance, $, 7 p.m.

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne

Falls: McCabe & Mrs. Miller,
1971, color rated R. Julie Chris-
tie & Warren Beatty, $, 7:30
p.m.. Music before the movie,
Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band,
jazz, blues, country, 7 p.m.

-

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse,
Wendell: Livingston Taylor, $, 8
p.m. with open mic at 7:30 p.m.
Benefit for the Orange Friends
of the Library.

Arts Block, Greenfield: Impulse
Ensemble creates an earthy fu-
sion of World Music, jazz and
spoken word, $, 8 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s,
burne Falls: Eric
pop rock, 8 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eva Cap-
pelli & The Watershops, Bluesy
Eclectic Rock made for dancin,
9p.m.

Shel-
Kehoe

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Rocklt Queer with DJ Just Joan,
$, 9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19

Deja Brew, Wendell: John Shel-
don — Up Close & Personal, 8
p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburmne Falls:
Myra Flynn, indie, soul, folk, 8
p.m.

Singer-songwriter Livingston Taylor plays at the Full
Moon Coffeebounse in Wendell on Saturday, January 18.

Proceeds to benefir Orange Friends of rhe Library.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT
Karaoke, 9 p.m.

Flywheel, Easthampton: Mal
Devisa, amazing solo vocal-
ist from Who'd A Funk It with
looped beats, sounds, noise and
rhythm, 8 p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 20

Greenfield Community College,
main dining hall: Martin Luther
King, Jr. Celebration. Commu-
nity invited to our annual event
celebrating the legacy and birth-
day of civil rights leader Martin
Luther King, Jr. 10 to 1 p.m.

Green Fields Market, Green-
field: Complementary Care Clin-
ic in honor of Martin Luther King
Jr Day of Service, free seated
bodywork sessinons.
Acupressure, Cranio-
Sacral Therapy and
Energy Healling. Walk-
in, free, 11 to 2 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turn-
ers Falls: BINGO! 8
p.m.

THURSDAY,
JANUARY 23

Arts Block, Greenfield
Thursday Night Jazz
Ted Wirt and John
Harrison play every
Thursday night from 5-
7 p.m.

FRIDAY,
JANUARY 24

Mocha Maya’s, Shel-
bune Falls: Suitcase
Junket, Matt Lorenz,
Audrey Ryan & Jenee
Halstead, singer/songwriter, 8
p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Wishbone Zoe & Lisa Marie EI-
lingsen, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

Trivia Night to benefit Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Franklin Coun-
ty. Guest caller State Rep. Paul
Mark. Teams consist of 8 to 10
people. Prize awarded to win-
ning team, $, doors open at 6:30
p.m., trivia starts at 7 p.m. St.
Kazimierz Society, Turners Falls.
Reservations encouraged, (413)
772-0915.

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Andres Wilson & Asia Mei, 8
p.m.

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers
Falls: All Fired Up, classic rock,
$,9:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Maybe Marlene & Friends! 9:30
p.m.

Memorial Hall Theater

PUIHOLE PLIDRES

Friday & Saturday
January 17 & 18, 7:30 p.m.
MCCABE & MRS. MILLER

y Music at YR-F_m-
Friday: Mohawk High School
Select Chorus
Saturday: Uncle Hal's Crabgrass Band

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896

%&Laﬁtﬁ Kip !
The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls

Teen Drop-In Center
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m.

For information:
www.brickhousecommunity.org

(413)863-9576

AR AR

Friday, 1/17 9 p.m.
Josh Levangie & The Pistoleros
Outlaw Country

Saturday, 1/18 9 p.m.
Eva Cappelli & The Watershops
Bluesy Eclectic Rock for dancin’

Sunday, 1/19 8 p.m.
John Sheldon Upclose & Personal
978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
Next to the Wendell Country Store
www:. DejaBrewPub.com

Z
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THURS. 1/16 7:30 FREE
Half Shaved Jazz

FRI 1/17 8pm FREE
Patty Carpenter, Jon Weeks,
Jeremy Gold, "Tex" Wheeler

SAT. 1/18 9:30 $3
Rockit Queer
w. D] Just Joan

SUN.1/19 9pm FREE
TNT KARAOKE

[now every week!] &

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

CALL 863-8666

SHVERADD:

JOHNNY AUSTIN

Sales Representative

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. -
54 Main Street (g_’[;»‘-—_—'

P.O. Box 729
Greenfield, MA 01302

Bus. Phone (413) 773-3678
Fax (413) 774-5746

Serving the Area lor over 25 yedrs

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
" Businesses and Homes

28 Montague Street
Turners Falls. MA 01376

Beeper 290-1162

863-2471
Fax 863-8022

» Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sels

* We Master Key & Re-Key

= Safe Combinations Changed

Locksmith - CRL

Brian R. San Soucie

Certified » Bonded= Insuredd

432 Greenfield Road
Montague, MA
Reght next door to
thea Baalkenll

Gift Certificates,
Weliness Packages
and On-Site Classes
and Services available:

&<
ST

Nancy Paglia

age Therapy

Call (413) 687-2125
to schedule an
appointment

oday

SESSIoNs

ASK US
about our
discounts for
new clients tnis fall!

FOLIR WINDS SCHOOL

Bryan G. Hobbs

HE HARp

GREAT SEAFOOD &

The strengths of the one-room school

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity,
challenging every student every day,
helping students devalop the determination and the
|basic skills they need to follow their own inspiration

413 863-8055 www.fourwinds school.info

meet the challenges of the 21st Century.

% Remodeling Contractor
Blown Cellulose Insulation » Ajrsealing * Energy Audits

Iivpl:‘u.'emnnl oors & Windows = Roofi ng * Si ding

Home Repairs = Spray Foam Insulation

Call Now for a Free
Energy Audit:
{(413) 775-9006

Bryan G. Hobbs
346 Curn-vﬂy Si., Greenfield
bryahobbsrenodeling@gminil.com

i?’\\:/d Goob TIMEs
'ws\y Irish Seisun Music
7 &
Rosaf 7O Thursday 4 to 7

Friday 9 to 1

163 Sunderland Rd. « Amherst
(413) 548-6900

[Pam, Veith
REALESTATE

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI, SRES, CBR e 413) 408.0207 12
Cell: (413) 834-4444
Home: (413) 863-2166
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218
bedsoni@comeast.net

75 Main Street: Suite 105,
Northfield, MA 01360

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com

Renaissance
Builders

Quality, Craftsmanship, Orignal Thought
4 o

www.renbuild. net
863-8316

Ki

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

413-863-3143 |

888-763-3143

www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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PINT SIZED
MARGARITAS
ALWAYS

homeade sour mix

The Voo

tequila

QUARTERS from page B1

The games all cost a stagflation-era
25 cents a play.

The crowning glory are three
Williams FElectronics solid-state
pinball games, shoulder to shoul-
der in the southeast comer: the lu-
rid 1979 Gorgar, which “speaks!,”
1980’s multiball-capable Firepower.,
and this reviewer’s favorite, 1987’s
spectacularly complicated, four-
flipper Big Guns.

The music and refreshments are,
like the games, perhaps not for ev-
eryone, but very well-curated. The
menu is snacky, centered on french-
fries and hot-dogs -- the latter are
small, inexpensive, either local or
vegan, and stylishly topped. Fried
pickles, fried brussels sprouts, sweet
potato fries...

To wash it down there is a lim-
ited selection of fancy soda, or.
since it’s a bar, a limited selection of
fancy cocktails. and beer taps, many
serving local craft brews. including
Green River Ambrosia’s Ginger Li-
bation mead. According to Myers,
The Quarters “will likely be 21+
in the evening, after 9 p.m., though
we're still working out the logistics
of that decision.”

Though Myers and Stutsman
wear many hats, both also work
as DJs and promoters (their DI
alter egos are Snack Attack and
Greg2000, respectively), and their
knowledge and love of music were
evident in the selections booming
over the sound system.

“We’re still building up our play-
lists,” said Myers, “but we want it to
represent a cross section of styles.
We try to build the music around the
time of day and tone of the room.
We have a love of all types of mu-
sic, so you’re as likely to hear chip-
tunes as you are Iron Maiden.”

By 8 p.m. on Sunday, as a cut
from ‘60s synth-rock pioneers the
Silver Apples led seamlessly into
‘80s roller-rink electro jams, the
tone of the room was already full-on
zonked-out sensory overload.

While the arcade theme is a
throwback, and the room is decorat-
ed with relics of a now-adult gener-
ation’s childhood mass culture, The
Quarters does not feel kitschy or
put-on. The focus on stand-up sin-
gle- and two-player games makes it
an accommodating space for stimu-
lated introversion, or a thrifty date.

The venue can be rented out for
private events, and
will surely be ideal
for some people’s

birthday  parties.
Myers explains
that he was “re-

ally excited by the
possibility of cre-
ating a space that
doesn’t have a core
[demographic], but
instead invites all
types of people.”

when you open a new personal checking account,
at our newest location!” Incudes online banking & debit card too!

176 Avenue A, Turners Falls

right next to the Post Office
413 512-5012

Ask us about our
NEW No Fee

business checking
accounts too!
Greenfield Lobby & Drive-up
Mon. ~ Thurs, 8:30am - 4:30
Co-operative = s i ey
Bank é Saturday  8:30am - 12 noon

24 Hour Drive-up ATM

A Great Financial Partner

T

BestLocalBank.com o~

EQAIAL
* Free initial order of standard checks when you open a new personal checking account at GCB. ey
Available at any GCB location for your convenience, $10,00 Minimum deposit to open account, MEMBERFDIC
Offer as of 1/10/2014, subject to change without notice.
MEMBERSIF

system depressants; hang-

CANDACE HOPE PHOTO

30 years old and obsoleze: do we feel nostalgia, or solidarity?

)\\\ e

MONTAGUE CRYPTOJAME
RRNJEECCLSRYRITHINNERDYS LOBER
SURINTA

CRACK THE CODE? SEND YOUR ANSWER TO:
INFO@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG

‘&\\\
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While the appeal does
seem broad, and the atmo-
sphere decidedly friendly
and warm, I can’t help but
find it interesting that this
is the place so many of us,
who grew up alongside

. mass computerization, will

recognize as an ideal club-
house.

Ultimately, The Quarters
seems geared toward com-
fort and compulsive repeti-
tion: comfort food; entranc-
ing music; central nervous

B Y

INS i

ing out with friends and
geeking out over games.

None of these elements
1s new, but what feels novel
is the decision to combine
them into a space in which
their total effect can be
sought out and celebrated
socially.

Maybe this is the only
culture we are left to pro-
duce: the perfection of our
own adolescence, as the

adult world slowlyl
fails. ia
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REPORTER
S ONATHE

ROAD

Angela Taylor of Levercit panses in Kissimee, FL, 1o
MﬁbeRepoﬁerqﬂpram@vamm

Traveling this winter? Take us with you!

CALL 863-8666

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Services

Interior/Exterior
Custom Residential
Fully Insured

Office: 978-544-6534
Cell: 413-461-5172
Wendell, MA

peterjwaters88@gmail.com

SCFCHH?EJ Home Organizing

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning

Jill Bromberg

Montague, MA
413-367-9959

clear your space, clear your mind

m&

4{3-863-

GERI IDHNSDN CRS 20

Geti Johnson, R
ABR, ff\h CRS, GRI,
Q736 o Gerilohnson@Realtor.com
Don’t settle for less

Choose a CRS (Certified Residential Specialist)

Only 4% of all REALTORS hold this prestigious esigration.
The CRS & my badge of expertiie and your nhmlda:
assurance. Put your rust in the best to get the AUb dore.
Whether buying; selling os referring, always

Wale 66 French Killgl’h\‘j’., Gill
(413) 8630736 » WWW.CJAR.COM

Hours: Wed 11-5, Thurs-Sat 11-6, Sun 11-5

found + made

Realton
SRES
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e o mperioane,

DUDKMIL | WONTRGE CENTR | 01030
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