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State Grants Erving $400,000 Match
For Park Project at Usher Mill Site

By MARK HUDYMA

ERVING — The grounds of a
long-abandoned furniture factory
on the Millers River will one day
become a public park and recreation
area, thanks to a state grant awarded
this month.

On December 18, Erving was
awarded a $400,000 matching grant
to begin development of a new park
at the site of the former Usher Mill,
a seven-acre rehabilitated brown-
field site wedged between the rail-
road and river in the town center.

The funding comes through the
Parkland Acquisitions and Reno-
vations for Communities (PARC)
program, a state initiative that helps
cities and towns develop land for
parks and outdoor recreation. As
the project progresses beyond its
first phase, the town can apply for
addition rounds of funding through
the program. According to select-
board chair Bill Bembury, the plan
is to apply for two more rounds of
matching funds.

Originally built in 1900, the
facility’s last industrial owner was
Erving Paper, who used it as a stor-
age facility before transferring it to
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A number of barriers bave stalled any redevelopment qf the town-owned property
on Arch Street, but its Reuse Commitiee now has a budget fo manage.

members of the Housen family. In
2007 the complex was burned by
looters believed to be looking for
scrap copper. At the time of the fire
the property had been in and out of
tax title over the course of several
years.

It was then sold to a firm called
Patriots Environmental for a nomi-
nal sum, in addition to approximate-

By JEFF SINGLETON

NORTHFIELD - Local pol-
icy and environmental advocacy
circles are abuzz this month with
rumors that the French company
named Engie, formerly GDF
Suez, is seeking to sell the assets
of FirstLight Power Resources
Incorporated.

Although the details of such a
potential sale are not known, First-
Light assets include the pumped-
storage electric generating facility
at Northfield Mountain, the Turn-
ers Falls dam and power canal,
and two hydroelectric plants in
Montague including the 62-mega-
watt Cabot Station.

The Northfield and Turners
Falls projects are currently in the
midst of a federal relicensing pro-
cess before the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC).

The company is reported to
have been taking potential buyers
on tours of its properties in the re-
gion and a sale is said to be on a
“fast track.”

The officially unconfirmed,
possible sale of FirstLight is be-

WANNA BUY A
POWER COMPANY?

ing widely discussed among local
officials in the region, particularly
among stakeholders taking part
in the relicensing process, and
among town assessors involved in
challenges before the state appel-
late tax board. The utility has ap-
pealed assessments of its property
made by the towns of Montague,
Gill, Erving and Northfield.
Contacted by this newspaper.
Carol Churchill, media contact
for GDF Suez in the Northeast,
would neither confirm nor deny
the reports. “We evaluate potential
acquisitions and divestures on an
on-going basis. There is not much
more to say,” Churchill stated.
GDF Suez purchased FirstLight
at the end of 2008. At the time of
the acquisition, FirstLight owned
16 power generation plants, most
of which were traditional hydro-
electric plants or pumped-storage
facilities like Northfield Mountain.
The GDF Suez portfolio also in-
cluded one gas-fired power plant.
Last  April, the  Paris-
headquartered company, now the
second-largest utility on the planet,

see POWER page A3

ly $200.000 in back taxes. Patriots
demolished the damaged structures
and did some of their own looting,
salvaging the buildings before aban-
doning the property to the unpaid
tax rolls.

The lot became town property
again in September 2010, and since
that time its future has been debated.

see USHER page A4
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New Year Brings a New Fire
Chlef for Montague Center

David Hansen bas been with the department for nearly 30 years.

By JEFF SINGLETON

On Sunday, January 3. the
Montague Center Fire District
will host an induction ceremony
for its new Fire Chief, David Han-
sen. The event will be at 1 in the
afternoon at the station, and the
public is invited.

Hansen has been with the de-
partment since 1987. a year after he
moved to Montague, most recently
serving as an assistant chief. His
father served as a volunteer fire-
fighter in the town of Wilbraham.
The new chief currently works as
a consultant at Bay State Medical
Center in Springfield.

Hansen will have big shoes to
fill. replacing John Greene who
has led the department for over
thirty-five years. Greene is credit-
ed with playing a key role in creat-
ing a regional training capacity for
firefighters in Franklin County, and

GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Assistant Principal Kevin Cousineau Resigns;
Technology, Capital Improvements Discussed

By ELLEN BLANCHETTE

GILL-MONTAGUE - At the
school committee meeting on De-
cember 15, Gill-Montague super-
intendent Michael Sullivan an-
nounced that Kevin Cousineau,
Sheffield FElementary assistant
principal has resigned, effective
January 8. Sullivan said Cousineau
has accepted a position as elemen-
tary assistant principal at Norris
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Elementary in Southampton, which
is closer to where he lives.

The superintendent thanked
Cousineau for his years of service
in the district at both Hillcrest and
Sheffield Elementary. “Cousineau
is a dedicated and hard-working
administrator who cared deeply
about the welfare of his students,”
he said, “and we wish him well.”
Sullivan said that the search for as-
sistant principal has begun.

Gill-Montague district superintendent Michael Sullivan and
school committee chair Sandra Brown listen fo a discussion among

the committee’s members at its Decernber 15 meeting.

for building public support for a
new Montague Center fire station,
completed in 2003.

Hansen says he has seen many
changes in the volunteer depart-
ment over the past decades, in-
cluding improvements in the
level of training and the quality of
equipment.

He told the Reporfer he is par-
ticularly impressed by the number
of young volunteers who have
joined the department recently,
and by the close relationship be-
tween the department and the
community it serves.

The Montague Center Fire Dis-
trict is one of two fire departments
in the town. along with the Turn-
ers Falls Fire Department. The
volunteer departiment covers the
southern half of the town. includ-
ing the village of Lake Pleasant,
serving about a quarter of Mon-
tague’s residents.

Shelter Discussion

The high school gymnasium
might be designated as an emer-
gency shelter for the town, Sul-
livan announced. At a November
24 meeting that included the fire
chief, building inspector, board of
health agent and area Red Cross
and emergency management offi-
cials. there was a general consen-
sus that the school could serve as a
shelter if the gymnasium and three
classrooms across the hall from the
gym were used.

The school had not been con-
sidered as a viable shelter in the
past, because it had been the caf-
eteria that was under consideration,
which raised concerns about pro-
tecting children if classes were in
session at the time residents were
being sheltered there.

The group agreed to meet again
and continue the conversation.

Technology Priorities

William St. Cyr, network man-
ager for the Gill-Montague region-
al school district, presented a status
report on the schools’ technology

see GMRSD page A6
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2015: The Fastest Year
In Recorded History

When the Montague Reporter
editorial team scheduled the edi-
tion you are presently reading, we
figured that “bumping” its pro-
duction a day early in the week
— sending it to the printer on a
Tuesday night, in order for it to
hit newsstands on a Wednesday
instead of a Thursday — would be
a fine idea, and would keep our
delivery drivers safe and off the
roads on New Year’s Eve.

The newspaper does have a
history of Wednesday publication.
In the course of our first eleven
years, we went to press early nine
times, always during the week of
Thanksgiving.

The ninth and last Wednesday
Reporter came out on November
21, 2012, and that issue is signifi-
cant for another reason: it was also
the final issue produced under the
watchful, tired eye of founding edi-
tor David Detmold.

All this means the new guard
has never attempted this trick,
of munning a little too quickly
through the revolving door. Natu-
rally, there was a snowstorm, the
first of the season, which cast our
already shaky plan into disarray.

We hope you will enjoy this is-
sue in any case, and we call your
attention to the B section. where
we muse about our focus, share
some things about our budget, and
provide a survey for you to fill out
about the newspaper itself.

If all this seems a little meta,
forgive us. The turning over of
the new calendar year is a popu-
lar time for reflection, and our or-
ganization is determined to build
on what we have learned in 2015
about putting out a little newspa-
per in the post-newspaper era.

Glancing back over our shoul-
der, we can measure the year by the
topics of this editorial column.

January: Black history in the
North; the Charlie Hebdo attacks;
Montague’s Boston Post Cane; and
federal funding for meteorology.

February: The Trans-Pacific
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Partnership (TPP); snow:; oil train
disasters; and the Millers Falls
Arts Bridge.

March: The Shea Theater, maple
syrup: Ferguson, Missouri; repre-
sentative town meeting: and our
capital campaign.

April: Montague’s selectboard
race; Mexico’s farmworker strike;
public spaces and websites; a pro-
posed graffiti ordinance; and dis-
carding syringes.

May: The gender imbalance
of local selectboards; intellectual
property and the TPP; ticks; military
service and community belonging.

June: Diaper drive politics; po-
lice, race and trust; the passing of
a pillar of the community; and the
Confederate flag.

Julv and August: Local noise
ordinances; indigenous opposition
to a pipeline in the Pacific North-
west; Syria, Turkey, and Kurdish
politics; and our amazing writers
and volunteers.

September: Refugees spilling
into Europe; the burden of student
debt: Montague’s town adminis-
trator position; and Volkswagen’s
diesel emissions.

October: Trash, the river, and
FirstLight; the TPP again; 1885 and
2015 in Turners Falls; strife on the
Gill-Montague school committee;
ExxonMobil and climate change.

November: Composting leaves;
meteor showers; the Montague
Center water district; and politi-
cians’ fear of refugees.

December: The meaning of
local crafts; WiredWest; climate
change and personal choice.

It’s been a full and interest-
ing year, in the world. the nation,
and in our own towns. And boy, it
went by fast. It’s hard to imagine
just what the next year will bring,
but we feel ready for it.

So. we wish a very happy New
Year fo all our readers. We hope
you enjoy our tenth Wednesday is-
sue. Next week, next year, we will
return to our normal schedule — on
our six hundredth Thursday.
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By RAY DiDONATO

WENDELL — The Massachu-
setts Broadband Institute (MBI)
recently released a statement cat-
egorically denying state funding
to the proposed WiredWest coop-
erative unless substantive changes
are made to WiredWest’s operat-
ing plan.

The concerns MBI raised — in-
cluding shared ownership of fiber
assets and the ten year requirement
for towns to remain in WiredWest
— were not surprising, and have
certainly been expressed by the fi-
nance committee and selectboard
in Wendell.

While the late determination
of WiredWest eligibility for MBI
funding could be viewed as a set-
back, the MBI statement did set
the framework for a discussion
between MBI and WiredWest on
key issues such as fiber ownership,
accuracy of subscription rates in fi-
nancial modeling, and accuracy of
estimated business costs.

These are concerns which
towns such as Wendell conveyed
to WiredWest during the months
leading up to annual town meet-
ing, through review of the financial
model. The MBI statement may
provide the necessary impetus for
WiredWest to consider these de-
tails with renewed vigor.

It was refreshing to attend a re-
cent WiredWest board meeting in
Charlemont where delegate-driven
motions expanded the group of in-
dividuals negotiating with MBI
Discussion about a possible delay
in the next negotiation meeting
reflected a sincere effort by del-
egates to make sure the organiza-
tion resolves differences of opinion
among its own member towns.

The board created a communi-
cations committee, which seems
geared at streamlining communi-
cations coming out of WiredWest,
which had recently included a con-
troversial email to subscribers call-
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ing for them to picket the MBI mu-
nicipal meeting in Greenfield.

While perhaps towns should
have pushed harder for guidance
from MBI on the fiber ownership
issue, WiredWest, for its part,
should have received MBI com-
mitments in writing before assur-
ing towns that MBI would fund a
WiredWest-owned network. While
there is some difference of opin-
ion, and some finger-pointing, as
to how this disconnect arose be-
tween MBI and WiredWest, these
retrospective analyses seem only to
serve to question the motivations
of the two entities, which do have a
shared goal: to bring broadband to
western Massachusetts.

But can WiredWest deliver?

The present quandary for towns
is how to proceed in light of the
MBI statement and presentation,
which in Wendell means a con-
tinued close examination of the
WiredWest operating agreement.

The December 14 MBI meeting
in Greenfield allowed the agency
to lay out legal and financial con-
cerns with the WiredWest model,
with a major underlying issue be-
ing ownership of the fiber network
by WiredWest, rather than member
towns themselves. Steve Nelson
of WiredWest, in time allotted for
rebuttal, indicated that ownership
was a key issue of difference be-
tween the two organizations.

But ownership is also a key
issue among WiredWest towns
themselves. Upon the suggestion,
at the December 19 WiredWest
board meeting, that most towns
were comfortable with the operat-
ing agreement and delegates were
only hearing from disaffected
towns, a straw poll was taken. Of
the towns present, it turned out that
only twelve were comfortable with
the ownership model in the current
WiredWest plan, eight were on the
fence. and four were opposed to
the plan as drafted.

At the same WiredWest meet-

MBI Concerns Not New to Towns:
Ideas for Moving Broadband Forward

ing, Steve Nelson mentioned that
there are only a few minor sticking
points remaining in town coumnsel
review of the WiredWest agree-
ment.

However, while this review may
determine whether the agreement
is legal, it is up to towns to de-
termine whether the agreement is
good policy or whether issues such
as ownership or withdrawal terms
require additional changes.

An early January signing dead-
line was likely always optimistic
and unrealistic, and it was unsur-
prising to hear, pending the nego-
tiations with MBI, that towns may
not be asked to sign until late Janu-
ary, or as late as March.

One very real concern within
our town is how WiredWest’s own-
ership of the network might place
the assets at risk — for example, if
a lien were placed on the network
as collateral for borrowing. Given
that otherwise, if in need of ad-
ditional funds, WiredWest would
need to go to all of its member
towns and secure 2/3 votes for ad-
ditional funding, borrowing by the
entity is not a forgone conclusion.

Jim Drawe of WiredWest has
indicated that for sums exceeding
$100,000 a super-majority vote of
WiredWest would be required. If
faced with a significant shortfall,
with no ability to secure funding
via town meeting votes, is it not
reasonable that such a super-ma-
jority might have no other practical
choice than to borrow, if faced with
a situation which would otherwise
result in insolvency?

This concern was reinforced at
the most recent WiredWest meet-
ing, when it was observed that
most votes of the body are unani-
mous on most topics after detailed
discussion.

Towns such as Wendell have ex-
pressed a desire to own fiber assets
within our town borders. However,
there is a flipside to be considered,

see GUEST ED next page
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The Orange Revitalization Part-
nership presents the 20th Annual
Starry Starry Night New Year’s
Eve Celebration on Thursday, De-
cember 31, in the heart of down-
town Orange, starting at 6 p m.

The celebration features: Lux-
Deluxe; The Hartford Hot Several;
comedian Mike Whitman; Rich
Graiko and Groove Pavement: The
Slik Pickers; The Falltown String
Band; The Richard Chase Band;
The Pumpernickel Puppets: Free
Range; Ed the Wizard; Medicine
Mammals: The Inside/Out Dance
Company; fire dancers Laura Tor-
raco & Jesse Q: ice sculpture with
Mike Bosworth, Sue O’Sullivan
and Brandon Kellner.

The Parade of Stars starts at 10
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p m., followed by “fabulous, friend-
ly town fireworks™ at 10:15 p m.

The Sawmill River 10K is sched-
uled for Friday, January 1, in Mon-
tague Center. This road race will
begin promptly at 10 a m. near the
Village Common on Main Street.

Race day registration begins at 9
a.m. at the Montague Common Hall
at 34 Main Street. Divisions include
Youth (18 and under), Open (19 to
39), Master (40 to 49), Senior (50 to
59), and Senior+ (60 and up).

Entry fees are $25 paid by noon
on December 31, or $30 thereafter.
Hot and cold refreshments provided.

This event benefits MPRD’s
Sponsor-A-Child Scholarship Pro-
gram. The Sawmill 10k River Run
is a USA Track & Field sanctioned
event. On-line registration is avail-

PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING:
NORTH LEVERETT GEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of individuals with
an interest in the North Leverett Cemetery Association will
be held on Monday the 11th January, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. at the
Moores Corner Church, Church Hill Road, Leverett, MA..
The purpose of the meeting will be to vote on a motion to
dissolve the North Leverett Cemetery Association and transfer
all records, real property, financial assets, and any other assets
of said Association to the Leverett Cemetery Association.

Ad Hoc Committee
North Leverett Cemetery Association

able at RunReg.com, or log onto
www.montague.net, or call MPRD
at (413) 863-3216 to receive a reg-
istration form and additional infor-
mation.

Just a reminder: the First Day
Hike returns to the Great Falls Dis-
covery Center on Friday, January 1,
New Years Day.

Enjoy a leisurely two-mile stroll
down the Canalside Rail Trail,
and get the New Year started off
on a Great Falls note. This fam-
ily-friendly hike follows a gentle
route and provides an opportunity
to discover the abundant natural,
historical, and cultural features that
make the GFDC and rail trail such
an amazing State Park.

Be prepared for cold weather:
dress in layers and wear winter
boots. Dogs are welcome on leash.
Afterward, enjoy a cup of hot choco-
late in the Discovery Center’s Great
Hall. Sign in at the Great Hall at 1
p m. Hike will begin at 1:15 p.m.

First Day hikes are being orga-
nized by the Massachusetts DCR at
eleven State Parks throughout the
Commonwealth. The GFDC is one
of only two in western Mass hav-
ing a hike, the other being the Mt.
Greylock Reservation. Participation
in the hikes includes all 50 states,
and mnvolved more than 28,000 hik-
ers on New Years Day 2015.

There will be a Greenfield
Farmers® Market Winter Mar-
ket on Saturday, January 2, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Greenfield
Middle School. 195 Federal Street,
Greenfield.

Our Lady of Peace Church
will celebrate its 10th anniver-
sary on Sunday, January 3 at a 10
a.m. Mass with Mitchell Rozanski.
Bishop of the Diocese of Spring-
field. as celebrant.

Our Lady of Peace Church was
established in 2006 with the clos-
ing of St. Anne and St. Mary of the

Assumption Churches of Turners
Falls, and Sacred Heart Church of
Greenfield.

The Mass will include vouth of
the parish, a Spanish Choir, Tradi-
tional Choir, and Modern Ensem-
ble. A reception will follow in the
Fr. Casey Hall. All are welcome.
For information, call 863-2585.

Dr. Carol Coan will present “An
Introduction to Green Burial,”
Wednesday. January 6, at 6 p.m.
as part of the Greenfield Public
Library’s First Wednesday Speaker
Series. This talk addresses what
green burial is, how it differs from
conventional burial, and where and
how it may be carried out. It will be
followed by a question-and-answer
period.

Coan is an anthropologist with a
special interest in what we do with
our bodies after death. She is a for-
mer president of Funeral Consumers
Alliance of Western Massachusetts,
and she regularly teaches classes on
end-of-life planning.

The talk will be held in the LeVan-
way Room of the library, located at
402 Main Street, and is sponsored
by the Friends of the Library in con-
junction with World Eye Books.

All boys and girls ages 9 to 14
are invited to participate in the lo-
cal level of competition for the 2016
Knights of Columbus Free Throw
Shooting Championship. The lo-
cal competition will be held on Sat-
urday, January 9. at 2 p m. at the
Sheffield School Gym on Crocker
Ave. in Turners Falls.

All contestants on the local level
will be recognized for their partici-
pation in the event. Participants are
required to furnish proof of age and
written parental consent.

For entry forms or additional in-
formation. please contact Stephan
Smith at (413) 863-4373 or 863-
9042.

Send your local briefs to
editor(@montagiiereporter.org.
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announced that it was changing its
name to Engie. According to an ex-
ecutive of the company, the change
was designed to reflect the fact that
“the world of energy is changing,
we're moving toward a less cen-
tralized, less carbon-intensive en-
ergy world.”

According to the British news
service Reuters, the new name
marks the end of the Gaz de France
(GDF) initials, known by French
people since the utility was created
in 1946 with sister company Elec-
tricité de France by a Communist
minister during the country’s post-
war reconstruction effort.

“GDF brought back memories
of nationalizations. They’re clear-

ly turning the page: the notion of
public service is over,” said Mar-
cel Botton, president of branding
company Nomen, at the time. “The
change also drops the Suez name,
inherited from the 2008 merger of
GDF with Suez SA — the company
that built the Suez Canal in the 19th
century.”

The impact of a potential owner-
ship change on the ongoing federal
relicensing process for Northfield
Mountain and Cabot Station is a
matter of speculation among local
officials.

Montague town planner Walter
Ramsey told the Reporter that the
company is well along in the fed-
eral process, and on track to com-
plete a variety of required studies.

These include the impact of the
pumped-storage project, dam and
canal on fish species, and on recre-
ational and historical resources as
well as soil.

Ramsey states that a key con-
cern for Montague is “access”
to the river. As a successor to the
Turners Falls Power Company,
FirstLight not only owns the power
canal that runs parallel to the Con-
necticut River but also the bridges
across it, some of which are in a
state of disrepair.

A key source of tension between
the town and company involves a
currently closed bridge that provid-
ed access to the former Strathmore
Mill, which the town owns and is
hoping to redevelop.

The parent company is also a
key importer of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) to New England. Tt has
publicly opposed the construction
of a pipeline by Kinder Morgan’s
Tennessee Gas unit which would
bring gas from the shale fields
of Pennsylvania into the region
through Franklin County.

Last August GDF Suez released
a technical report arguing that the
region’s peak winter demand for
natural gas, cited by proponents of
new pipelines, could be met instead
by importing more LNG.

The company has also refused to
allow Kinder Morgan to survey its
properties in Northfield and Erving

for the proposed pipeline. W1
9
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which is whether towns the size of
Wendell have the capacity to main-
tain fiber infrastructure over the long
term. Perhaps we can look toward
the Leverett model for some guid-
ance, but we have not studied the is-
sue locally in enough detail to know
what this would look like. whether
maintenance could be outsourced or
part of an IRU agreement, or what
risks are present. So the jury is still
out in this regard.

While the cooperative model
aligns philosophically with many of
our towns, is it a necessary model,
given MBI requirements? Or at
least, should private partners be

sought? Logical partners might in-
clude local players such as Crocker
Communications, a business with
local roots which would certainly
not fit the negative stereotype often
associated with “outsourcing,” a
term which often involves a far-off,
overseas component.

Is there space for WiredWest
to consider local entities? This re-
mains to be seen. but may pose less
risk than building a startup from
scratch.

Why not make this Plan A?

In Wendell, we decided to take
a two-pronged approach: engaging
WiredWest in review of its operat-
ing agreement, and wvetting other

possible network providers. At the
same time, we are engaging MBI
on make-ready and design, in an at-
tempt to move forward on multiple,
simultaneous fronts toward pole
surveys, make-ready, network de-
sign, while vetting network and ISP
providers.

Wendell is doing much needed
due diligence.

I am hopeful that MBI will pro-
vide further guidance on its pre-
ferred network operating model in
the coming weeks and months, as
Wendell, one of four towns which
has committed to pole survey and
other preparation toward network
design with MBI, will need to de-

termine by July what a design will
look like and how it might fit into a
regional model.

Municipal broadband is a high
priority to businesses and property
owners within western Massachu-
setts, and all stakeholders engaged, I
am optimistic broadband will come
to our region.

M. DiDonato is a member of the
Sfinance and broadband committees
of the town of Wendell. The views
expressed arve his own, and do not
reflect those of either committee.
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» System 2000

(Energy Kinetics)

* Thermo Pride

» Weil-McLain

* Other Major Brands

* Expert Burner Service

(413) 773-3622

Great Falls Middle
School Students
of the Week

weel ending 12/18/2015:

Grade 6
Odalis Ramirez-Martin

Grade 7
Hailey Wheeler
Dylan McLaughlin

Grade 8
Andria Ames

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666

U

MARIACHI
SHOE REPAIR

& LEATHER WORK

RADIATORS for CARS - TRUCKS

| 113 AVE A, TURNERS FALLS
MON - FRI, 8 A.M. TOS5 P.M.
SUNDAY, 10 A.M. TO3 P.M.

(413) 824-6792

Propane
Filling
Station

IVERSIDE
ADIATOR

General Auto Repair

and HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Foreign and Domestic

Route 2, Gill
863-4049 1-800-439-4049
8-5 Monday — Thursday

I

L+ VUL

French King

Restaurant & Hlotel

OPEN BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 7 A.M.
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BOTTLES & CANS
Week of January 4
in Montague

more info? call: 863-2054

SRS COOPERATIVE EXCiiaizz

ol orally Owned Smce 1818

269 High Street - Greenfield
(413) 773-9639

Local
Farmer-Owned

Products for the home,
farm, pets, yard & garden

If you
Feed it - Seed it - Weed it
We GOT it!

www.greenfieldfarmerscoop.com

NanCy L. DOLE
BOooks & EPHEMERA

g ul

20 State Street,
Bucklandside
Shelburne Falls
413-625-9850
ndole@crocker.com
closed Mondays

"Ir's just a srone's throw from reality.”
Groteries - Videos - Home Baked Goods
Beer - Wine - Liquor
MON - SAT 79 SUNDAY8-3

78-544-86
e Rd

Lockes Vllag
1/2 mile south of Wendell Center

Uniquities,
Frivolities,
Un-necessariums

Closed during January
except by appointment
(or chance)

413.834.8800

125A Avenue A Turners Falls

www.ninasnook.com

Roundabout

= 57 413) 773-0820
26 Kenwood St. Greenfield
. daboutbookstore.com

USHER from page A1

The site has since undergone ex-
tensive environmental remediation
in most areas, but lacks a safe source
of water. Only one building of the
complex is still standing, boarded
up behind a chain-link fence.

A community group, the Usher
Mill Reuse Committee, formed
from a group of citizens trying to
find creative solutions to the prob-
lem that an abandoned mill build-
ing can pose for a town. The select-
board-appointed group researched
several options for possible uses of
the land and has advised the select-
board throughout the grant process.

Erving’s Own Sensory Trail

Phase one of the project does not
address the property’s remaining
structure, a former boiler building
with a deteriorating smokestack.

The request for proposals (RFP)
for the project’s design, which the
Franklin Regional Council of Gov-
ernments (FRCOG) issued in Feb-
ruary on behalf of the town, envi-
sions a riverfront park featuring a
pavilion, “a great lawn,” benches,
lighting, composting toilets, and “a
sensory trail”.

Eventually, river access for
whitewater boaters, farmers mar-

Detail from a “conceptual design” in the request for proposals issued
earlier this year by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments.

kets, and outdoor concerts are all
planned for the location. New build-
ings, such as a shell for an open-air
farmers market and a kayak and ca-
noe rental, are also under discussion
for the park.

The “conceptual design” includ-
ed in the RFP incorporates low im-
pact design like rain gardens to re-
duce runoff into the sensitive rivers
nearby. A second phase would move
beyond Keyup Brook, and add more

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD

School Budget Process;
Winter Plow Plan Weighed

By ANN TWEEDY

The Leverett selectboard held a
brief meeting on December 22.

Leverett school commiteee
member Kip Fonsh reported on the
ongoing District Regionalization
Commiftee discussions, regarding
Shutesbury’s request for a change
in the method the district uses to de-
termine town assessiments.

Fonsh expressed that the assess-
ment issue is becoming more diffi-
cult than the regionalization issue,
but said he felt he made a compel-
ling case at the last meeting for
the importance of voting “yes” on
Question 1, so that regionalization
may at least be considered an option
down the road, regardless of present
support for the idea.

He also argued the importance
of the “Yes on 1” vote to about 60
parents at the Leverett Elementary
School at a recent information ses-
sion on the potential elementary
school regionalization.

Fonsh said that the Regionaliza-
tion Committee would likely arrive
at a vote on the district budget, and
have something ready to share with
Leverett, by March 1.

The date for Annual Town Meet-
ing was bumped forward to the first
Saturday in May, and the meeting
reconfigured so the budget approv-
al occurs during the second half of
the meeting. Shutesbury is having
their Town Meeting on the same
day. and it is hoped that this change
will allow time for information that
would affect the regional school
budget to come in before Leverett’s
own budget vote.

Two budgets will be presented to
Town Meeting, including one that
reconfigures the Leverett numbers
should Shutesbury vote in favor of
returning to the state statutory as-
sessment method.

Fonsh also shared his concerns

over state funding for school trans-
portation as an item in Governor
Baker’s legislative package may
weaken aid. He agreed to forward
to the selectboard letters he wrote
to state senator Stan Rosenberg and
representative Steve Kulik, so they
could add their support in criticiz-
ing the legislative decision.

A strategy to brainstorm ways to
reach out to people to fill open seats
on the Zoning Board of Appeals
was discussed.

The board also discussed another
unfunded state mandate requiring
that all town and municipal animal
control officers receive additional
training. It was decided that the
town’s dog officer, Roberta Bryant,
would be consulted about the man-
date, and given assistance in the
process of obtaining the training.

Town administrator Margie Mc-
Ginnis pointed out that the dog of-
ficer has an expense line item in the
annual budget.

The issue of snow plowing policy
for the town was addressed. The town
has not yet hired a new superinten-
dent for the highway department.

McGinnis discussed a suggested
policy sent to her by the recently
retired superintendent, Will Strat-
ford. Peter d’Errico suggested
Stratford’s plan be forwarded to
Richard Roberts, a Leverett resi-
dent and business owner familiar
with town road maintenance, who
will serve as a “point person” this
winter in the process of evaluating
road conditions.

It was further clarified that plow-
ing will still be conducted by high-
way department personnel, but that
Roberts will evaluate whether addi-
tional work needs to be contracted
out, and when plows should be dis-
patched. He will receive input from
Silas Ball, a town resident and em-
ployee of the department.

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

picnic area and community gar-
dens.

During the town’s December
21 selectboard meeting, three days
after Matthew Beaton, secretary of
the state Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, handed
town officials a “giant-sized check”
representing the matching funds,
selectboard member Art Johnson
stated that he was “really excited.
and proud.”

More Work Ahead

The Reuse Committee, which
has so far been pursuing the proj-
ect without a budget, currently has
four members on paper: Jeannie
Schermesser, Jeff Dubay, Debbie
Lapinski and Gary Burnett.

According to Bembury, now
that there is money on the table, the
town would like to see that group
grow to seven, and the selectboard
is calling for interested Erving resi-
dents to contact them.

The town and FRCOG will be
working with Springfield-based
civil engineering firm Milone &
Macbroom, Inc. on the next steps.

Bembury said that one of the Reuse
Committee’s immediate priorities at
this stage is to hire a project man-
ager, and that they will work with
FRCOG to issue a request for one.

They may also request a grant
manager, he said, since each grant
phase entails the preparation of an-
other thick application.

New STM Vote Needed

Though challenges to develop-
ing public recreational land on the
site are many — including limited
access along Arch Street by trucks,
due to a 12-foot rail bridge: poten-
tial groundwater contamination;
and a lack of running water — an ad-
ditional procedural hitch emerged
this week.

At the selectboard’s December
28 meeting, board member Jacob
Smith announced that the version
of the PARC funding article that
was read on the floor of the June
29 special town meeting may have
been an outdated draft, and the lan-
guage needed to be changed to re-
flect the current funding situation.

At that town meeting, Erving
residents approved “borrowing”
$775,000 for the development of
the site pending the PARC match.

“You can’t write in monies you
don’t have,” explained Smith.

The selectboard agreed that an-
other special town meeting vote will
be required to dedicate the town’s
free cash to the project. “We go to
town meeting and vote again, with

‘transfer, raise and appropriate’,”
Jacquelyn Boyden said, specifying
the wording that should have been
used instead of “borrow.”

The revised article is expected
to go on the warrant for the Febru-
ary special town meeting.

Additional reporting was
contributed by Mike Jackson.
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Spilt Milk Bottles;
Caller Followed Home

Monday, 12/ 14

3:156 pm. Report
of traffic hazard on
Route 2. Found to be
hundreds of empty
milk bottles all over

a medical

complaint

9:20 p.m. Assisted with

on Lillian's Way:
10:15 p.m. Criminal

and Route 2. Assisted
on scene.

Thursday, 12/24
11:15 am. A caller re-

emergency

issued to ported property dam-

age at French King

the road. MA DOT
cleaned up same.
Tuesday, 12/15
12:37 Assisted
with a medical emer-

p-m.

gency on Cross Street.
8:20 p.m. Assisted a
disabled motor vehicle
on Route 2.
Wednesday, 12/16
8:40 am. Report of
a phone scam on Old
State Road.

8:30 p.m. Assisted with
one-car motor vehicle
crash on Gulf and
Mountain Road.
Thursday, 12/17
6:20 am. Assisted
Northfield police with
medical emergency on
Old Turnpike Road.
12:28 p.m. Motor ve-
hicle crash on Route 2.
Assisted on scene.
Friday, 12/18

7:06 am. Animal con-
trol officer responded
to a cat struck on
Moore Street.

- for operat-

ing a motor vehicle

with a revoked regis-
tration and failure of
a passenger to wear a
seatbelt.

Monday, 12/21

2:50 p.m. Assisted with
a disabled motor ve-
hicle on Route 2 near
Farley Flats.

Tuesday, 12/22

9:45 am. Suspicious
Route 2
parking area. Found to

vehicle at

be a hunter.

10:40 am. Welfare
check on Lillian's Way.
Found to be fine.
Assisted
with a medical emer-
gency on Old State
Road.

5:30 pm. Motor vehi-
cle crash on Prospect
Street and Route 2.
Assisted on scene.
Wednesday, 12/23
5:20 p.m. Vehicle crash
Street

12:15 pm.

on Prospect

CALL 863-8666

Storage. Report taken.
12:45 pm. Assisted
with a medical emer-
gency on Old State
Road.

7:30 pm. Owner of
‘Weatherhead's
venience store tripped

Con-

own alarm, cancelled.
Friday, 12/25

3:26 a.m. Two 911 hang
up calls, which “may
have been cordless
phone off receiver”.
6:15 Assisted

with a medical emer-

a.1m.

gency on French King
Highway.

Sunday, 12/27

1:15 am. Report of
suspicious vehicle
following the caller
home. Investigated
and took report.

1:20 p.m. Report of
vandalized vehicle at
‘Weatherhead’s.  Re-

port taken.

OPEN DAILY
LUNCH and DINNER
24 Federal St., Greenfield

When you idle your car's engine for more

than 10-20 seconds, you're wasting fue!,
Save on (as - Save our (limafe

113-0333 / thepeoplespint.com New Location Now Open:
6 Main Road, in Gill
The Pint Says: TURN THE KEY! s e

Deerfield: (413) 665-2456
Sunderland: (413) 665-5030
Gill: (413) 863-5730

SPIRITS, BREWS & FINE WINES

53C S. Main St. South Deerfield, MA
295 Amherst Rd. Sunderland, MA

fine instruments
bought and sold
repaired and restored

Fretted {nstrument Workshop -

"gg 49 So. Pleasant t, Amherst, Mass. 01002 #®
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NOTES FROM THE ERVING SELECTBOARD
Erving Slashes Taxes, and
Residential Taxes the Furthest

By MIKE JACKSON
and MARK HUDYMA

Though the Erving selectboard’s
December 21 meeting featured a
dangerous dog hearing, the opening
of bids for work on a pump station,
and the announcement of a state
matching grant to get started on the
reuse of the Usher Mill property,
by far the biggest event of the night
was a tax classification hearing.

An increased assessment of the
value of the Northfield Mountain
Project meant that tax rates would
be slashed in 2016, but it was the
selectboard’s job to determine how
savings would be divided between
residential owners and commercial
and industrial ones.

At the end of that hearing the
board, disregarding a more con-
servative recommendation of the
town’s board of assessors that
would set the rates at $7.07 and
$10.94 respectively, voted to set
the Minimum Residential Factor
(MRF) as far in residents’ favor as
they could.

The corresponding rates in 2015
were $8.62 and $14.32.

Board of assessors member Dan-
iel Hammock accompanied assistant
assessor Jacquelyn Boyden to the
hearing to express his dissenting,
and ultimately triumphant, view
that the power company should bear
the maximum possible burden.

“l don’t know what’s going
to happen four or five years from
now,” Hammock argued. “For me,
the difference is about $38,000,
roughly, that would get shifted on
to the Mountain Project and the
paper mill, the bowling alley, the
bigger businesses. | just don’t see a
reason why homeowners — people
on fixed incomes, people losing
their jobs — why they should split
that $38,000.”

He added that he didn’t have
anything against the power com-
pany, but that he couldn’t remem-
ber the last time they cared much
about him.

“| feel like people have been beat
up really bad the last seven, eight
years,” said selectboard member Art
Johnson. “I’m feeling like any relief
we can give them, I think we should
give them.” The board voted unani-
mously for an MRF of 65%.

The resulting 2016 rates will
be $6.76 for residents and $10.99
for commercial entities, including
the power company, which will be
billed 86.2% of the town’s total tax
levy in the coming year.

Selectboard chair Bill Bem-
bury stated afterward that he was
“thrilled with the assessors’ office,”
and commended their work.

Enclosure Ordered

The board held a dangerous dog
hearing for Hudson, a mixed pit
bull-labrador owned by Alan Gor-
don of High Street. On November
16, Hudson and another dog ran
loose and attacked chickens, the an-
imal control officer, and ultimately
police chief Chris Blair, who used
his Taser on the animal.

“His ears laid right back on his
head, and he came right up on his
haunches,” said Blair. “After reading
his body language, | knew it was def-
initely an aggressive dog. | reached

for my Taser, and when | did, he
bolted and ran right at me....

“It was probably the most terri-
fying thing | have experienced in
22 years as a police officer.”

Gordon asked him if the incident
was recorded on Blair’s body cam-
era. Blair said it was not, as he had
not thought to push the device’s
“record” button until after the at-
tack happened.

“If a person had been there, |
would have instinctively turned the
camera on,” he said. “Unfortunate-
ly, I didn’t catch it — it would have
been a great opportunity to use the
body camera.”

Gordon described the dog as
gentle. “We would take the dog
to Sunday school,” he said, de-
scribing the experience as “nerve-
wracking.” He and another house-
hold member said they felt the dog
was being protective of the puppy
he was with, and that the puppy no
longer lived with the family.

Neither Blair nor Johnson, act-
ing in his role as the town’s ani-
mal control officer, recommended
the dog be euthanized. Bembury
and board member Jacob Smith,
who identified himself as an abut-
ter but evoked the rule of necessity
as Johnson had recused himself,
moved to rule the dog “danger-
ous,” and ordered that he be kept
in an enclosure when outside, and
muzzled and on a leash when off
the premises.

Other Business — Dec. 21

The board opened bids for elec-
trical work and painting at the pump
station on River Street. Bids were
awarded to John W. Egan Painting,
for $33,032, and Elm Electric for
$41,521.

It also approved $2,818 in up-
grades to the security camera sys-
tem at the wastewater treatment
plant, and directed Glenn McCrory
to use his department’s building
maintenance fund.

Police chief Blair announced
the recent resignation of Pat Mer-
rigan, who was leaving to join the
Greenfield police department. “We
traditionally have been a stepping-
stone town,” Blair said, and said
he intended to contact the police
academy in the hopes of hiring two
full-time, academy-trained officers
in the coming months.

Town treasurer Margaret Sul-
livan did not attend the meeting,
though the selectboard had invited
her to discuss a recent altercation
involving Sullivan in town offices.
Bembury said she had used “clear-
ly objectionable language” during
business hours.

Sullivan is an elected official
and not subject to reprimand or
discipline by the selectboard, but
board members discussed the im-
portance of professional conduct,
and agreed to review existing poli-
cies guiding behavior.

Shaken Dump Fear

David Brule, representing the
Millers River Watershed Coun-
cil and the town’s conservation
commission, spoke to the board
on December 28 to open a line of
communication about the proposed
Kinder Morgan gas pipeline, and
to inquire as to the “viability of the

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

Erving landfill.... The question is,
what effect blasting might have on
the cap.”

Brule expressed concerns the
arca of the landfill nearest the Mill-
ers may slide and cause blockage
and contamination of the water.
“We can’t find records of what’s in
there,” he said, “and horizontal drill-
ing or blasting may disrupt that.”

Bembury replied that the landfill
is monitored regularly by the DEP
and the selectboard “can request
from Erving Paper [records of]
what they put in the landfill.”

Brule read a Kinder Morgan
document about horizontal drill-
ing, the method proposed to insert
the pipeline below the beds of local
rivers, which states it “will cause
disruption to surface water,” in-
cluding a film and significant tur-
bidity. The drill bit is “cooled by a
variety of proprietary chemicals”
to allow it to cut through bedrock,
which they add “may be released
into the groundwater.”

“As a commissioner, I’'m not
asking you to file for intervenor
status, but as a citizen | think it’s a
good idea,” said Brule. “My sourc-
es tell me if the town does not, they
no longer have a right to protest
down the line.”

Kinder Morgan received lim-
ited liability corporation status in
Massachusetts, which can allevi-
ate the company’s shareholders of
responsibility in the event of ac-
cidents and damage resulting from
construction to chemical spills.
“Because you filed with Franklin

10 Masonic Ave
Turners Falls
MA 01376

Frank J. Dudek

413.775.3327 - Cell

Dudek Tax Service

Kelly Berthiaume
413.863.5394 - Office

frankd_74@yahoo.com
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Regional Council of Governments,
you still do have a right to file for
intervenor status,” he added.

The board took no action.

Other Business — Dec. 28

The board also reviewed an up-
dated version of the drug testing
policy for town employees, adding
a “just cause clause” and maintain-
ing the drug-free workplace state-
ment. It will apply to all town em-
ployees except the school district
employees, who have an existing
policy in place.

Updates to the hiring and cell
phone policies for town employees
are still under review by committee.

The board sent a certified vote re-
garding the retirement of Bob Miner
to state senator Stan Rosenberg’s of-
fice regarding retirement legislation
in Erving. The bill is currently being
discussed in committee.

“Let’s do it now, so somebody
else doesn’t have to deal with it in
ten years,” said selectboard mem-
ber Jacob Smith.

Smith stated the certified war-
rant for a town meeting vote in
June regarding matching funds for
the Usher Mill site PARC grant
mistakenly used an early draft of
the article. The selectboard decided

to use free cash instead of a loan to
pay for the project.

The new version will be voted
on at the February special town
meeting.

Johnson said a Great Horned
Owl was struck on Route 2 last
week, and made a swift recovery.
He will be picking it up soon, and
releasing it in Erving.
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NINA ROSSI ILLUSTRATION

Here’s the way it was December
22, 2005: News from the Montague
Reporter’s archive.

Selectboard Inks
MCCI Contract

The Montague selectboard
reached a key milestone in the lo-
cal cable access saga on Monday
evening, signing a contract with
Montague Community Cable Inc.
to regain its role as the town’s pro-
vider starting January 2006.

With only a few stipulations,
the board unanimously endorsed
a recent move by town meeting to
terminate the services of Green-
field Community Television as
Montague’s cable access provider,
after four years of service, and to
grant that responsibility to MCCI
instead. MCCI will now work with
GCTV on a transition process that
is expected to take more than a
month to fully complete.

“This is an excellent contract.
Thank you to the cable advisory
committee,” said Michael Muller,
president of the MCCI board, who
came before the selectboard to sign
the contract. “We are grateful for
the opportunity,” he added.

Charges Against Women
Arrested at VY Dismissed

The Vermont state’s attorney, Dan
Davis, has filed notices of dismissal
of trespassing charges for the seven
women arrested November 7 at the

ILOOIKIING BACKs 10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK

Entergy Nuclear / Vermont Yankee
headquarters in Brattleboro.

The women were arrested while
trying to deliver a letter to Entergy
executives detailing their concerns
about an impending uprate at the
\ernon nuclear reactor. The state’s
attorney cited Vermont’s Rule 48,
which permits “dismissal in the in-
terests of justice.”

The women, five from Massa-
chusetts and two from Vermont,
calling themselves “Reasonable
Women,” stated at the November
action they had lost patience with
the uprate process. “The NRC has
limited the public’s opportunity for
intervention and comment while
working behind the scenes with
Entergy to reduce safety margins,
change license specifications and
get exemption from testing and
monitoring. The process is rigged,”
said Sally Shaw, of Gill, one of
the organizers of the protest. “We
demand an independent safety as-
sessment.”

“I’m grateful the charges were
dropped, but that’s really small
potatoes,” according to Sunny
Miller, of Deerfield, one of three
grandmothers arrested that day.
“We’re facing the possibility of a
meltdown. We know we can’t trust
FEMA, the NRC, or the federal
government to watch out for us.

“The advisory committee ig-
nored their own risk assessment
analyst and Vermont’s Nuclear En-
gineer. | went to Entergy headquar-
ters to ask for radiation monitors

for all of our schools and health-
care facilities in a 50-mile radius.

“Entergy has the money to pro-
vide those, but is instead funding
cultural programs and the Boy
Scouts, and hoping to charge full-
steam ahead, gathering risky prof-
its at the Vernon reactor.”

Wendell: Water
Solutions in Sight

The Wendell selector’s Decem-
ber 14 meeting brought out two in-
teresting possibilities for the public
water supply for the town center
municipal construction projects.

Andy Hamilton, operator for the
Wendell Country Store water sys-
tem, called and asked to have time
on the agenda so he could offer that
system to the town. The store has
a shallow well which provides 120
cubic feet of water per day (more
than 800 gallons). It is treated with
ultraviolet light, tested before and
after treatment, and conforms to
drinking water standards. The sys-
tem has been operating since June
with few problems, and the well
has not run dry, even on the day of
stuck toilets.

Meanwhile, the town-owned
4.3-acre property on Cooleyville
Road is looking better as a site for
a public water supply well, but se-
lectman Dan Keller said the conser-
vation commission has ruled that
reaching the site through Stephen
Broll’s land would impact wetlands
and require a notice of intent.

CALL 863-8666
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needs. Sullivan said the district
needs a long-term plan, which the
report begins to address.

St. Cyr said they began by do-
ing a total inventory of all com-
puters used by teachers. students,
and administrative staff, and then
set priorities for technology needs.
recommending specific steps to
improve services.

Sullivan said the cost of the rec-
ommended changes on the FY’17
budget is ona level with the FY’16
technology expenses. The report’s
“high priority” recommendations
for the coming fiscal year include:

e Changing internet providers
from Comcast to the state’s fiber
network through the Massachu-
setts Broadband Institute (MBI).
According to St. Cyr, a one-time
$5.000 cost of connecting the Shef-
field/Hillerest/central office site to
the town’s fiber backbone would in-
crease connectivity speeds threefold
while reducing monthly fees.

e A project to upgrade the Wi-
Fi system at the Gill, Hillcrest and
Sheffield elementary schools, to al-
low mobile devices to connect wire-
lessly in the schools. This would
be partially funded with a federal
grant, with district costs not to ex-
ceed $30.,000.

e Replacing battery backups for
network systems at Hillcrest, Shef-
field and the central office, at a cost
of $18,000.

e Replacing data backup sys-
tem, currently hard drives stored in
a server room, with an off-site one.
At an annual cost of $12.000, this
would protect current data and im-
prove the ease of its retrieval.

e Replacing aging teacher lap-
tops. and providing docking sys-
tems. This would make it easier to
apply new technology in the class-
room with less wear and tear on
the computers. Cost for 40 laptops,
at $1,200 each, would be $48.,000.
The old teacher laptops could then
be used by students.

e Creating a new telecommu-
nications system managed by the
district through its own server, re-
placing the current Voice-Over IP
phone system. Requires initial in-
vestment of $25,000.

The wide-ranging report, avail-
able on the district website, recom-
mends many other improvements.
These include new technology sup-
ported with federal grants, such as
100 new Chromebooks for the high
school/middle school; software up-
grades; and improvements to sys-
tems for food services.

All of this will be sorted out dur-

Formerly Jay K's — higger & better!

Connerti[_‘ut River
Liquor & Wine

Open Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am - 11pm * Sun Noan-8pm

123Avenue A *« Turners Falls

863-5066

ing the budget process for the next
fiscal year. No vote by the school
committee was asked for or re-
quired, but their general approval
of the overall concepts presented in
the report was given.

Capital Improvement

Joanne Blier asked the committee
for a vote on the district’s planned
capital improvements, so that she
may present them to the towns for
their approval. She said the Shef-
field boiler has been repaired, and
that the school was waiting delivery
of new burners. Having the boiler
repaired is, according to Blier, to
get the system up and running until
an energy audit can be done, which
the towns have requested.

Blier will be requesting approval
from the towns for roof replacement
for Gill Elementary at a cost of
$600.000, which will involve a long
process with work projected for the
summer of 2018. The project would
qualify for reimbursement under
the MSBA’s accelerated repair pro-
gram. Blier said a “statement of in-
terest” application window opens
in January, which is why she was
seeking the committee’s approval.
The members voted unanimously to
approve her request.

Blier said a water system upgrade
project is in process at Gill Elemen-
tary. The town has hired an engineer-
ing firm to design the system.

Blier’s capital planning summary
for FY"17 for Hillcrest Elementary
included driveway and parking up-
grades ($15,000), a restructuring of
the stage to add office space, with
a ramp or lift needed for access
($60,000) and repairs to fix leaking
pipes ($10,000). She presented a list
of maintenance projects needed for
the FY’17 budget.

New Meeting Room Proposed

Sullivan informed the school
committee of a conversation he has
been having with MCTV station
manager Dean Garvin, the business,
technology and facilities managers,
and Turners Falls High School prin-
cipal Anne Leonard about the pos-
sibility of changing the location of
the school committee meetings. The
committee currently meets in the
high school video production class-
room. which requires several hours
of work in rearranging the room and
setting up equipment for live broad-
cast. The group recommends mov-
ing into an unused classroom on the
third floor.

School committee member Vale-
ria Smith raised concerns over the
need for using the elevator for those
unable to use the stairs, and other
members expressed their concern
over the lack of security this would
create, as visitors would have addi-
tional access to the school at a time
when there is less security available.
No decision was made.

The next regular school commit-
tee meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 12, 2016 at Turners Falls High

School TV studio at 6:30
D

p.m.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE GiLL SELECTBOARD

Assessors: Tax Planned NMH
Solar Array By The Megawatt

By AIDAN BELANGER

On December 28, the Gill se-
lectboard discussed the recom-
mended tax agreement for Borrego
Solar’s proposed installation at
Northfield Mount Hermon. The so-
lar farm is proposed for 14 acres of
land owned by the school. located
across Main Road from the cam-
pus. and just north of the lower ath-
letic fields. The installation would
generate 2.0 megawatts (MW) of
AC power, and 2.8 of DC.

The agreements under discus-
sion covered solely the solar fix-
ture taxes. not the real estate taxes.
The board of assessors looked at
three commonly used approaches
to agreements: an asset deprecia-
tion method; a percentage of elec-
tricity revenue; and a set dollar
amount per MW per year.

Administrative assistant Ray Pu-
rington and Lynda Hodsdon Mayo,
town clerk and assessors’ assistant,
called local towns to find out how
they evaluated taxes on solar proj-
ects. The main recommendation
they received was to enter a twen-
ty-year agreement based on a fixed
cost per MW, the third method con-
sidered by the assessors.

The asset depreciation method
would front-load the expense to
the agreement’s first six vears,
and while the assessors believe it
could generate new growth, they
feel it would spread the tax bur-
den for that new growth further
and further among Gill taxpayers.
The estimated total payment to the
town would be $184,839.

The percentage-of-electricity-
revenue method would estimate
electricity revenues from the proj-
ect over its 20 years, and assign
5% of the revenue as payment to
the town. This would produce a
total of $333,359.

The recommended agreement
would include a first-year pay-
ment to the town of $7.500 per AC
MW, and then increase annually
by 2%. This figure corresponds to
a 2% inflation clause built into the
proposed lease between Borrego
and NMH.

The total estimated cost of this
proposal is $364.460. The asses-
sors believe this option will yield
the greatest benefit to the town, be

the fairest to all parties involved.
and be the easiest to calculate.

The school will retain owner-
ship of the property, and lease the
land to Borrego. While the real es-
tate taxes will be assessed by the
school’s owner, the selectboard’s
current understanding is that Bor-
rego would ultimately be paying
those taxes.

Due to the tax agreement being a
twenty-year contract, a town meet-
ing vote is required, and the select-
board would need to initiate that
motion. Jared Connell from Bor-
rego Solar was on hand to answer
any questions the selectboard had.

The selectboard decided that
no motion for a town meeting was
needed immediately, but that they
would do so in the future.

Gill Elementary: Quintus Allen

The board approved Gill
Elementary  principal  Conor
Driscoll’s request for money from
the Quintus Allen Fund to repair
the school’s rock climbing wall.
The project will cost $1,570.

Selectboard members displayed
their affections for this project,
with Randy Crochier stating, “It’s
the perfect thing for Quintus Allen
— it benefits the whole school.”

Animal Control Officer

The town of Bernardston en-
tered an agreement with the town
of Erving over the shared use of
Erving’s animal control officer.
Gill 1s still without a trained ani-
mal control officer, and the two
towns are willing to take on a third
member to the agreement.

The selectboard debated wheth-
er they should enter the agreement.
All agreed that the idea itself was
good, but concerns were raised
about the person who would be
filling the role.

The selectboard agreed to table
it until a future meeting, after one
member’s concerns had been dis-
cussed with the town administra-
tive assistant.

Gas Pipelines

There is an opportunity for Gill
to gain intervenor status in hear-
ings concerning Berkshire Gas’s
contracts for capacity on the pro-
posed Kinder Morgan transmis-

sion pipeline.

Greg Snedeker held reserva-
tions over getting the fown in-
volved, predicting there would be
costs which he would not be will-
ing to incur without direction from
town meeting. The rest of the se-
lectboard agreed.

Though Gill filed for intervenor
status on the Kinder Morgan pipe-
line application a few days earlier,
the town is neither a Berkshire Gas
ratepayer nor a property-affected
town; there would be no digging
or pipeline work in Gill.

John Ward voiced that he want-
ed more feedback from the people
imm town, and that he wanted to
hold off on any decision making
until after a town meeting.

The selectboard decided that
they cannot appropriate any mon-
ey until a town meeting.

Other News

Auto dealers’
renewed.

The board approved the Fire De-
partment’s $639.04 purchase of new
tires for their brush fire vehicle.

The FRCOG is considering
granting the Franklin County
Food Council technical assistance
funding. and asked Gill’s input.
The Council aims to broker agree-
ments between food service insti-
tutions and local producers. The
selectboard agreed that they liked
the message of the organization,
but would like clarification as to
how it defined “local” before they
could recommend it.

Valeria “Timmie” Smith came
to the selectboard to inform them
of an aspect of the Governor’s
legislative reform package which
would affect the regional school
transportation statute. The state
has always fallen short of its goal
of funding regional school trans-
portation at 100%. and the ad-
ministration now wants to add the
phrase “subject to appropriation”
to the statute.

Firefighter Mark Levasseur was
appointed through June 2016.

The MA Fire Service Comunis-
sion informed the town that chief
Gene Beaubien has been award-
ed accreditation as a fire chief
through their voluntary credential-
ing process.

licenses were
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD

January 5 Special Town Meeting Will
Weigh Solar Array Tax Agreement

By JOSH HEINEMANN

Although it was not on the agen-
da at the Wendell selectboard’s De-
cember 16 meeting, the Massachu-
setts Broadband Institute (MBI)’s
recent rejection of the WiredWest
draft agreement rose as a topic of
discussion.

The previous day. selectboard
member Dan Keller had written
an email to the town’s former state
representative, Steve Kulik, and
its state senator, Stan Rosenberg,
expressing reservations about the
draft agreement similar to those the
MBI would raise: that it asks towns
to borrow money for assets that
they would then not own, and that
the complications of withdrawing
from WiredWest make that bor-
rowing more of a risk.

Both Keller and selectboard
member Jeoffrey Pooser said they
appreciated the idea that MBI has
chosen Wendell as one of four towns
to begin the pole survey and make-
ready operations on the ground.
work that can be done while the
creation of the legal and operational
agreements is still in progress.

One advantage of a regional net-
work is that homes near town bor-
ders may be served more directly
from a neighboring town. Pooser
said that a condition that MBI has
placed on its contribution to the
project is that each town run their
“last mile” to its houses through
the “middle mile” connections
MBI built to the town centers.

That middle mile was slow in

its construction, and connecting
the last mile to the middle mile in
each town may not be the most ef-
ficient way to build the extending
network. Pooser suggested a pos-
sible four-town regional approach
would best serve Wendell.

WiredWest was attempting to
get towns to sign up in early Janu-
ary 2016.

STM Set for Solar

The selectboard set Tuesday,
January 5 as the date for a special
town meeting. The warrant has one
article, which is to approve a tax
agreement between the town and
an approximately 2-megawatt solar
farm proposed for property owned
by Dave Arsenault.

There are wetlands near and in-
side the site, and conservation com-
mission was scheduled to review
the plans. According to Melinda
Godfiey, an associate member of
the conservation commission, “‘no
decision was reached” at their De-
cember 21 meeting.

“It was just a review and dis-
cussion,” she said, adding that the
conversation would be continuing
at their December 29 meeting, and
that the commission planned to seek
an outside opinion.

The planning board is continuing
its hearing on Tuesday, January 19.

The selectboard supports the
proposed tax agreement, which
would bring the town $25,000 a
year in payment in lieu of taxes
(PILOT) revenue, probably a more
consistent source of revenue than

TAKE HOME OUR
CHARLIE BROWY
CHRISTMAS TREE

T ERS TWOBCoRL o=

&
COURTESY JAMES LENGIEZA
Turners Falls Postmaster Shane Enmerson presents the “Charlie Brown

Christmas Tree” to rajfie winner Dawn Bete on December 22.
Rajfle entries came with every hwe books of Peanuts stamps purchased.

the PILOT money the state pays for
the land it owns in Wendell.

The board has not taken a posi-
tion on the project as a whole.

Tax Hike

The town’s assessors came in
for a tax classification hearing, in
which they recommended a single
tax rate of $19.38 per thousand
dollars of property value, up from
$18.96. The board approved this
recommended rate.

The town’s excess levy ca-
pacity for the next fiscal year is
$463,704.80, and the average
household’s residential tax bill will
increase by $47.89 over last year.

Assessor Chris Wings mentioned
that Governor Baker has recom-
mended increasing the revaluation
schedule from every three years to
every five years.

Firewood Bank

Ray DiDonato met the select-
board with a proposal to create a
town wood bank.

DiDonato said he modeled the
idea, with room for adjustment, on
a wood bank created in Petersham
with input from the Department of
Conservation and Recreation.

Trees cut on town property may
be split and cut to stove length, and
made available in small quantities
— about a week’s worth of heating
fuel — to households in need.

Details that need to be filled out
include how to determine eligibil-
ity, and how to store the wood.

Keller suggested that DiDonato

Not every selecthoard meeting bas fwo plates of ireats, but this one did. Town
coordinator Nancy Aldrich provided cookies and plastic bags to take them home in.

talk with the highway commission-
ers. Firewood is often offered at
auctions of town property.

Other Business

Town coordinator Nancy Al-
drich reported that the town’s in-
surance provider. the Massachu-
setts Interlocal Insurance Associa-
tion (MITA), changed its appraised
value of town buildings, with the
result that the annual insurance bill
isup $715.

The appraised values of the town
hall. fire station, and police station
went up, while those of the library.,
salt shed and senior center went
down. If MIIA gave an explanation
for those changes Aldrich did not
report that.

Good Neighbors was dissatisfied
with the cleanup that followed the
holiday craft fair at the town hall
earlier in the month, and there was
an email exchange on the town’s
listserv. Holiday fair organizers said
they left the hall as they thought
Good Neighbors wanted it.

The board mentioned that this

was at least the second time post-
ings on the listserv have created
bad feelings among the public.

Selectboard chair Christine
Heard suggested that people with
complaints should refrain from
sending public emails while still
upset, and first try speaking with
the person or group that has of-
fended them face to face and out of
public view.

Efforts to reach households with
more than two unregistered vehicles
have not been successful. No one
has responded to the certified let-
ters that were sent, and police chief
Ed Chase is reluctant to enforce the
town bylaw. If the owners do not pay
the town can bring them to court.

Heard said that in the past what
has worked is contacting the people
involved in person. Board mem-
bers divided the list, giving each
member a number of individuals to
contact.

Mike Jackson provided
additional reporting concerning
the conservation commission.

Discover Your Ancestors at the Library

TURNERS FALLS — Halloween may be long
gone. but there is a group of local residents who
gather at the Camegie Library to talk about dead
people every month. These historians are research-
ing their ancestors, making family trees and looking
for clues that will help them understand past events
in the region.

On the first Thursday of each month from 6 to
8 p.m. the library is closed to patrons, but open to
genealogists who wish to explore the resources in
the local history room, use the library’s computers
and share their research tips and success stories as
they study the past.

The group welcomes beginners and experienced
researchers alike. It is an opportunity to set aside
an evening to focus on history and meet with like-
minded people.

“The fastest way to clear a room on a holiday is
to start a conversation with, ‘Guess what I found at
the cemetery the other day’.” says Sara Campbell,
one of the group’s founders. “It is rare to find oth-
ers in your immediate family who share the obses-
sion with family history.”

Sara teaches non-credit genealogy classes at
Greenfield Community College, as does Shari Stra-
han, another active participant at the monthly gath-
erings. Shari has extensive experience in French

Canadian research, a background that many local
people share.

The group has undertaken efforts to share and
preserve local records several times during the
years they have been meeting at the library. They
worked together to post photographs of all of the
graves in the Town of Montague’s municipal cem-
eteries on the popular web site FindAGrave.com.
They digitized a group of records from the Societe’
St. Jean Baptiste that were found in the attic of the
Rendezvous on Third Street, the former home of a
French Canadian mutual aid society.

Participants may have subscriptions to the vari-
ous paid genealogy web sites, and are willing to
help others navigate those sites, as well as the
many free sites. A question is raised. the laptops
snap open, and the hunt is on.

At this time of year when families often gather,
it is a good time to ask questions and look for fam-
ily documents that may have been tucked away.
If you have been wondering how to start a fam-
ily tree, or want to kick-start research that was set
aside, you may want to come to the Carnegie Li-
brary in Turners Falls on Thursday, January 7 at 6
p m. or subsequent first Thursdays. Your ancestors
are waiting.
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TURNERS BOYS BASKETBALL: A DEEPER BENCH

By MATT ROBINSON

Mohawk 62 — TFHS 46

One of the differences between
last year’s basketball team and this
year’s is bench depth.

Last season, Coach Gary Mullins
had five superstars who played most
of the minutes in most of the games.
Three of these players — Liam Ellis,

Going up!
Jalen Sanders |
(24) takes it &
to the hoop for © .
the Indians
as Turners
Falls High
School beats
Franklin
County Tech
School 64
to 49 in the
December
21 %Coaches
vs. Cancer”
benefit gane.

DAVID HOITT PHOTO

www.thegilltavern.com
326 Main Road Gill, MA

The Gill Tavern
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal

Open Wed - Sun at 5 pm

Nick York and Tyler Charbonneau
— graduated last year, leaving Mul-
lins a huge deficit to overcome.

So far this season, Mullins has
gone from a 5-man-heavy offense
to a full squad attack. In the team’s
December 18 game against Mohawk
alone, ten different players saw
playing time, and the bench scored
24 points. This strategy should de-

crease injuries, make fouling-out
less significant, and keep legs fresh
late into the game.

Mohawk is a big team. Very big.
All of their starters are north of six
feet, and according to the announcer,
two of the players are 6’6” and 6’7",

Mullins combated this height
disparity by instituting a full-court
press, aggressive defensive play,
and attempting to box out under
the boards.

And with a minute left in the first
half, Turners was within 1 point,
21-20. But then Mohawk went on a
9-3 run and the half ended with Mo-
hawk leading 30-23.

Turners clawed their way back
into the game, and with 3:08 left in
the third, they again pulled to within
1 point — but again, Mohawk went
on a late-period run, and when the
whistle blew to end the third quarter,
Turners was down by 12, 46-34.

Mohawk stretched their lead in
the fourth with accurate shooting
from the line and from the floor.
When the final buzzer rang, they
took the game, 62-46.

James Vaughn led the tribe with
14 points. Nick Croteau got 9. Josh
Obochowski and Jalen Sanders each
scored 5, and Tionne Brown and
Rick Craver both had 4 points.

Tyler Murray-Lavin, Jeremy
Wolfram and Javonni Williams also
scored for Turners.

A Matter of Balance

Managing Concerns About Falls
Do you want to remain active and independent?

Reduce your fear of falling and learn how
fo be safer, stronger, and more stable.

FREE Workshop Series, Greenfield, MA
Wednesdays 1—3pm January é6-February 24

TFHS 64 — Franklin Tech 49

Tech’s Zach Korpiewski and
Turners’ Jalen Sanders may have
been the high scorers in this De-
cember 21 game, but the real star
of the night was Earl McGraw, as-
sistant principal since the summer
at Turners, after serving three years
in the same position at the Tech.

Mr. McGraw, who is fight-
ing lung cancer, came to the game
which was played in his honor, to
the delight and surprise of fans from
both schools.

And like many of life’s lessons,
the contest on the court took a back
seat to the challenges off the court.

Turners took an early 6-1 lead,
and led 15-7 after 1 quarter. Tech
kept pace in the second period, scor-
ing 8 to the Tribe’s 9. and at the half,

(413) 773-5555 x2304
to register

the score was 24-15.

In the third period, Turners began
hitting their marks and increased
their lead to 47-25 after 3. Frank-
lin outscored Turners 24-17 in the
fourth, but the Indians were too far
ahead to catch, and the final score
was 64-49.

Jalen Sanders had 26 points, 13
rebounds and 2 assists. Nick Croteau
scored 12 points with an assist and 3
rebounds. Tionne Brown finished
with 11 points, 5 rebounds and 5 as-
sists. James Vaughn had 5 points, a
rebound and an assist.

Kyle Bergman had 4 points, 2
rebounds and 2 assists. Javonni
Williams, Jeremy Wolfram. Colby
Dobias and Josh Obo-
chowski also put up points Wa
for the Tribe. b
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FACES & PLACES:
BEHIND THE NEWS

From left to right: Montague Reporter board mensber and volunteer Lyn Clark,
editorial assistant and delivery route driver Gloria Kegeles, and board menrber
and writer Ellen Blanchette convene at an art reception at Turners Falls’ Great
Falls Discovery Center in October. Kegeles and Blanchette both had photography
Jfeatured in “The Nature of Life,” an exchibit in the Centerk Great Hall.
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Old scheol rennion! From left fo right: Reporter board member David Brule,
Jormer editor Chits Sawyer-Lancanno, reporfer Jonathan von Ranson, former
editor David Detmold, and erstuhile reporter and board member Wes Blixt
came out in early December to the French King Restaurant in Erving. The
circumstance was our boliday gala, beld this year in honor of Sawyer-Laucanno
and Patricia Pruift, for their years of service fo our organization.

On the Road: One year ago, Turners Falls artist and shopkeeper Nina Rossi
stepped up to fill a new role at the Reporter, the Features Edifor. Nina s
responsible for much of the content in this ‘MoRe” section, as well as features that
turn up on the front page. As an added bonus, she turned out to be a fantastic
writer, and just the editorial cartoonist we bad been looking for! Here she is on a
recent Los Angeles vacation, bopefully just pretending to read the paper.

At Year’s End:
Checking In With Your
Community Newspaper!

By MIKE JACKSON, Managing Editor

Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes, and how we make ends
meet? Here are three of the biggest stories about this newspaper in 20135.

1 We'’re finally building
a proper website!

This spring, the Montague
Reporter’s Board of Directors
invited readers and community
members to contribute to a Capital
Campaign that would help us build
for the future. This campaign was
a success, netting us $9,243.67,
the majority of which is earmarked
for website development and
technology upgrades.

We have been much slower to
spend this money, as the endless
roundabout involved in publishing

2

The very first issue of the Mon-
tague Reporter, in October 2002,
featured writeups of the decisions
made by the Montague and Gill se-
lectboards (or rather., Selectmen).
Two weeks later, the paper began its
coverage of the Erving board.

In late January 2003, Wendell
appeared on our masthead, and
the editors wrote then that they

>

yet to recover to 1ts
pfe—2013 16V€18. $20,000 s

Typically speaking, somewhere
between sixty and seventy percent of
the Montague Reporters total reve-
nue comes from the sale of ad space.

The final checks from 2015 are
still being tallied and deposited,
but we’ve made some rough calcu-
lations for the sake of discussion in

Advertising
revenue has

a weekly newspaper is everyone’s
highest priority. As this year draws
to a close, most of it is still sitting
in a bank account. But we’re chip-
ping away at the projects slowly.

Check out the front end of
montaguereporter.org — for the last
three months, we've been making
our Al and B1 pages available for
browsing. Back issues of all these
are still available for purchase at the
newspaper office.

The next step is more difficult:

“anticipate[d] shortly including
Shutesbury and Leverett in the
newspaper’s coverage area.” Two
weeks later, Marianne Sundell filed
the first Wendell selectboard notes
— under the headline “Too Many
Volvos™.

But it wasn’t until October 2009
that the paper formally expanded its
reach to include Leverett. Longtime

newspapers older than 3 months will
become available in full. for free. in
digital form, with advanced search
functionality. We think that our or-
ganization, and the communities we
serve, will both best benefit from
our sharing our archives as public
wealth (609 issues and counting!).
Thanks to all who contributed
funds. We are spending them wisely.
Watch the website grow in 2016!

Why do we focus so much
on town selectboards?

editor David Detmold began attend-
ing meetings of the Leverett select-
board that month — a beat he would
continue until this past April.

When I began to get involved
with the Reporter, first as a proof-
reader and later as a business man-
ager and editor, I remember David
explaining to me the importance
of the paper’s work in provoking
more transparent and accountable

see FOCUS page B3

fssn,nuu- \
60,000 :_’4.""".\
\\V»}\' —#—Total
$40,000 5 —=— Busi
/O/ Cards
- —C— Display Ads
24U
\ 2006 2007 2008 2008 2010 2006 2042 2013 2044 2015 Y,

this year-end issue.

A year ago, we set a priority to
focus on selling our discount busi-
ness card spots, which had been
declining (see above). This was

largely successful, but was more
than offset by a decline in our regu-
lar display ad sales.

Overall. we have yet to rebuild

see REVENUE page B4

Love us? Hate us? Not sure?
Take our survey on page B4!

leaves —only to find himself suddenly up to his
little chest in icy frog pond water.
He seemed to leap straight upward with all
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By DAVID BRULE

ERVINGSIDE — 20 December: 1t has felt
like November all the month of December.
Those of us New Englanders who spend much
of the time outdoors have felt like the wild
geese lost in the fog. No landmarks. no famil-
iar December landscapes to guide us.

Our sense of snow betrayed, the lack of
the white stuff has got us disoriented. Many
are pleased with the concurrent lack of fuel
oil consumption, and the open window in the

November,

= All December

STRATION

bedrooms and parlors in early winter has its
advantages.

Looking for Christmas. however, this year is
quite a bit more challenging than in other years.
November weather prevails, spring bulbs are
piercing the soil, and winds blow leaves back
onto the grass that was raked clean back in Oc-
tober, after the maple and birch dropped all.

Once the other morning, a rare thin skim of
ice formed on the frog pond and the new pup,
full of puppy enthusiasm, bounded confidently
out onto what seemed a continuous carpet of

four paws in the air, legs spinning like Wily
Coyote in the cartoons, to race back to the
grassy shore, where the leaf carpet covered a
more terra firma.

At my writing desk in the north bedroom,
I can see that the sun has begun warming the
highest reaches of yonder Mineral Mountain.
It’s not really much of a mountain actually, but
its high ridge looms several hundred feet over
this end of the Millers River valley and over
our little settlement of a neighborhood on the
Flat.

An eagle has taken up the osprey’s
summertime perch on a dead branch halfway
up the mountain, and is warming himself'in the
pale December sun. The calim eagle’s eyes pay
little heed to the slow-moving figure of Cousine
Annabelle and her dog Daisy far below,
making their way through the landscape of the

see WEST ALONG page B6
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Miikweed (asclepias syriaca) and
winterberries (Ilex verticillata).
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Pet % Week

Hi, I'm Violet Victor! 1 know
that’s a funny name but sometimes
a nice person finds you as a stray,
names you and brings you to Da-

“VIOLETVICTOR”

kin, where they discover she is a he.
Anyway, enough on names. The per-
son who brought me here said I was
a bit skittish but friendly, and got
along well with
her  five-year
old grandson.
I would most
likely do okay
in a home that
had a cat with a
spunky person-
ality like mine,
and who would
like to rough
house a little.
Come down and
visit!

Contact the
Dakin Pioneer
Valley Humane
Society at (413)
548-9898 or at
info@dpvhs.org.

Senior Center Activities
JANUARY 4 to 8

GILL and MONTAGUE

Gill / Montague Senior Cen-
ter, 62 Fifth Street, Turners Falls,
is open Monday through Friday
from9am. to2 pm.

Congregate meals are served
Tuesday through Thursday at noon.
Meal reservations must be made
one day in advance by 11 am.

All fitness classes are support-
ed by a grant from the Executive
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntary
donations are accepted. Council
on Aging Director is Roberta Pot-
ter. Kitchen Manager is Jeff Su-
prenant. For more information, to
make meal reservations, or to sign
up for programs call 863-9357.
Messages can be left on our ma-
chine when the Center is closed.
Tues, Wed & Thurs Noon Lunch
M, W, F 10:10 am. Aerobics,
10:50 a.m. Chair Exercise
Monday 1/4
1 p.m. Knitting Circle
Tuesday 1/5
9:30 a.m. Chair Yoga
12:45 p m. COA Meeting
Wednesday 1/6
10:30 a.m. Monthly Health Scng
12:45 p m. Bingo
Thursday 1/7
0 am. Veterans Otutreach
10:30 a.m. Brow Bag
1 p.m. Cards & Games
Friday 1/8
Reflexology Appointments
1 p.m. Writing Group

WENDELL

Wendell Senior Center is at 2
Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours
and upcoming programs. Call the
Center for a ride.

ERVING
Erving Senior Center, 1 Care
Drive, Erving, is open Monday

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
2:30 p m. for activities and congre-
gate meals.

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m., with res-
ervations required 24 hours in ad-
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager
at 423-3308 for meal information
and reservations.

For information, call Paula Bet-
ters. Senior Center Director, at
(413) 423-3649. Transportation
can be provided for meals, shop-
ping. or medical necessity.

Call to confirm activities,
schedule a ride, or find out about
the next blood pressure clinic.
Monday 1/4
9 am. Tai Chi
10 am. Osteo Exercise
Tuesday 1/5
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics
10 am. Stretching & Balance
Wednesday 1/6
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing
9:30 a.m. Blood Pressure
10 am. Chair Yoga
Noon Bingo. Snacks
1 to 3 p.m. Veteran Meet
Thursday 1/7
8:15 a.m. Foot Clinic
8:45 Aerobics
10 a.m. Healthy Bones
12:30 p.m. Card Games
Friday 1/8
9 am. Quilting
9:30 a.m. Bowling
11:30 am. Pizza & Movie
12:30 p.m. Painting Class

LEVERETT

For information, contact the
Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022,
ext. 5. or coa@leverett.ma.us.

Flexibility and Balance Chair
Yoga — Wednesdays at 10 am. at
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first
class free). Senior Lunch — Fridays
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by
Wednesday for a reservation.

WIBIIRD JE1BAIUNG by OVERTURE
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Ouerture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check ont opertura.org.

MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS

Shanties, Churches and Committees

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN

As we prepare to welcome the
new vear, enjoy the following pro-
grams — “now available on a TV or
computer near you.”

* Welcome Yule, December 12:
Relive the festivities: sea shanties
and the traditional passing of the
yule log! Brought to you by local
producer Mik Muller. 7 Az, 46 min.

* Carlos W. Anderson, “More
Than Enough™: Presented by New
Genesis Films. “Every time we give,
especially when we give, when it

.

JESSICA LARKIN ILLUSTRATION
J

By FRED CICETTI

In the last column, we discussed
pacemakers. This week we’ll con-
tinue on the topic of heart regulation
with information about implantable
cardioverter-defibrillators.

An implantable cardioverter-defi-
brillator (ICD) is like a pacemaker.
Both a pacemaker and an ICD are
battery-powered devices installed in
the chest to deliver electrical impuls-
es to the heart. In general, a pace-
maker is used when the heart beats
too slowly; an ICD is used when the
heart beats too quickly.

Pacemakers jog the heart with
mild reminders that patients usually
can’'t feel. Pacemakers are small;
some are only as big as a quarter.

The electrical impulses from an
ICD can feel like being whacked in
the chest. These devices are about the
size of a stack of three silver dollars.

However, ICD devices today
function as both an ICD and a

looks like lack or limitation is pre-
senting itself, we ammounce to the
universe, I am more than enough. and
whatever we announce to the uni-
verse becomes our identity...” Filmed
at Hope Community Church in Am-
herst on December 13. 44 min.

* Montague Congregational
Church service, December 20:
Special service, Christmas Music
Cantata. I hr, 9 min.

* Carlos W. Anderson, “Fear
Not”: Presented by New Genesis
Films. Filmed at Unity in the City in
Brookline on December 20. 28 min.

* Cable Advisory Comimittee,
December 21: Learn more about
the decisions impacting your local
public access station! 57 mins.

Something going on you think
others would like to see? Get in
touch and learn how easy it is to use
a camera and capture the moment!

Contact (413) 863-9200, info-
montaguetvi@gmail.com, or stop
by 34 2nd Street in Turners be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.. Monday
through Friday.

We’d love to work with you!

THE HEALTHY GEEZER

Kickstart

pacemaker.

ICDs monitor for abnormal
rhythms and try to correct them. An
ICD can reduce your risk of dying of
cardiac arrest by stopping these ar-
thythmias. ICDs have become stan-
dard treatment for anyone who has
survived cardiac arrest.

An ICD is considered effective in
fighting cardiac arrest more than 9
times out of 10. Only 20 years ago,
few survived this condition.

Cardiac arrest, or sudden cardiac
death (SCD). is not a heart aftack.
However, if you had a heart aftack,
you can be at risk for SCD.

A heart attack happens where
there’s a blocked vessel carrying
blood to the heart. This condition
leads to the damage of heart muscle.
The damage may lead to abnormal
electrical signals that sometimes
cause deadly heart thythms. An ICD
cannot prevent a heart attack.

If you've watched shows like
“Grey’s Anatomy” or “ER.” you've
probably seen a cliche scene in
which a doctor demands electrified
paddles to shock a troubled heart. An
ICD works inside the chest like these
paddles.

ICDs are installed under the skin
either under your collarbone or in
your abdomen. They’re about the size
of a pocket watch. One or two flex-

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM) CALL 863-8666!

My Heart

ible, insulated wires run from the ICD
through your veins to your heart.

The surgery to implant an ICD
can be performed with local anesthe-
sia and a sedative. Then you stay in
the hospital for a day or two.

Modern ICD devices have an
electronic memory that records the
electrical patterns of the heart when-
ever an abnormal heart beat, or ar-
rhythmia occurs. With this informa-
tion, the electrophysiologist, a spe-
cialist in arrhythmias, can study the
heart’s activity and ask about other
symptoms that may have occurred.

This record is available for re-
view during regular checkups by the
physician, who can monitor the fre-
quency and severity of problems in
the heart’s electrical conduction sys-
tem that may lead to cardiac arrest or
other serious heart disorders.

Like pacemakers, ICDs aren’t
affected by normal household ap-
pliances, but, if you have one, you
should avoid strong magnetic fields.
For example, stay away from mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI)
machines. Power machines are dan-
gerous. Don’t go near arc-welding
equipment, high-voltage transform-
ers and motor-generator systems.

If yvou want to ask a question,
write to fred@healthygeezer.com

YOU THINK IT, WE INK IT!
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T-Shirts

Printed Mugs ﬁ

Mow is the perfect time to order your gifts! Q_Q_E)’CC‘*
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Secure Shredding » Wedding Invitations ¢ Business GCards
Catalogs = Brochures = Posters » Book Binding = Flyers
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HOLIDAYS ARE COMING UP!
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Secure 24-hour access

Onirwhefmed bi sluff? Taysﬁ'ankn'n Counfi's Most ConﬁiiEerrr

UPPER END OF WELLS STREET, GREENFIELD

413-883-7323

oF
g
PRICES

OFFICE AT 50 CHAPMAN STREET, GREENFIELD, MA

Contractors, Flea Marketers, Tradeshow Venaors

and Artists encouraged Lo inguire

(i

Greeting Cards

Photos and
FPosters at Any
Size

Custom Gifts

dance instructor

Anna Hendricks

2413 863-2122

email: studic.movement@gmail.com
web: www.greatfallscreativemovement.com
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322 High Street, Greenfield, MA 01301
(413) 772-2700

E-mail: bikebob@crocker.com
Web Fage: hitp:iwww.bikes-unlimited.com
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HallKeen Management, Inc.

rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St
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Power Town
Apartments

152 Avenue A
PO, Box 48
Turners Falls, MA
413-803-0433
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FOCUS from page B1

town government. Not everything
important comes before the select-
board, he said, but sooner or later a
lot of it does — and it’s a good, pub-
lic place to meet fellow citizens and
get leads on stories.

Fast forward another six years.

Times change, and so does tech-
nology. Montague Community Tele-
vision has been filming nearly every
Montague selectboard and finance
committee meeting, and the last
four years’ worth of these are posted
online on MCTV’s Vimeo channel,
along with Gill selectboard meet-
ings filmed by a volunteer from that
town’s cable advisory committee.

There is serious talk of getting
Erving’s cable committee up and
running. The town has the money
set aside to do it, and in November,
Moonlight Davis and MCTV’s Dean
Garvin filmed a planning board meet-
ing and put it online as a test run.

Simply televising the meetings
at certain times does not necessarily
make them accessible to everyone,
but posting the video online might,
especially now that the gap in inter-
net access is also closing. Leverett
has a brand new municipally owned
broadband network, and Wendell-
ites are working hard on getting a
last-mile fiberoptic network.

It is not inconceivable to think
that, a few years from now, our ef-
forts to record the doings of these
towns® highest elected officials at
work will be entirely surpassed by
online video, accessible to all con-
cerned citizens, and shorn of the
mediation provided by fallible and
biased human scribes.

Is It Worth It?

As the paper’s managing editor,
I am not yet proposing we phase
out our regular and relentless se-
lectboard coverage, but I do ask our
readers to help us weigh its value.

We continue to send reporters
out to sit through, scribble notes
throughout, and write reports on
about 150 town selectboard meet-
ings a year. These reports regularly
pass the 1,000-word mark, and we
reward these tireless foot soldiers of
democracy with an extremely mea-
ger stipend for their efforts.

The majority of reader feedback
on these pieces I see is in occasional
requests for corrections.

Fourteen of us took turns cover-
ing various selectboard meetings in
2015, and of those fourteen, only
four covered the towns we lived in.

It’s difficult for us to recruit re-
porters for this work. It might be
preferable to have out-of-towners
come in to cover — a sort of jour-
nalistic exchange program — or it
might be a symptom of a lack of
civic engagement.

Or, all this could also simply be
evidence that we are on the wrong
track in assuming these meetings
are the best use of our reporters’
time. The selectboard of Montague,
a town with a larger population
than the other four combined, holds
weekly meetings, which are some-
times rancorous, and generally well-
attended by the press, town employ-
ees. and a peanut gallery of sharp-
eyed taxpayers. It makes sense to
have a reporter in the room.

But are the limited weekly re-
sources we have available to cover
Leverett, Wendell, Erving and Gill
best served from atop the tips of
their town hall glaciers?

Are we helping spread power
more broadly, or just scratching at
bureaucratic inflammation?

We need reader feedback — ei-
ther via the survey on the next

page, or in letters to the editors — to
help us decide, over the next year,
whether to continue on the present
course. Do you rely on our detailed
coverage of your town selectboard
to stay informed in your commu-
nity? Do you read, skip or skim it?
Do you read about your neighbor-
ing towns’ governments to make
informed comparisons? Or is this a
misplaced emphasis?

In the meantime, let’s stop to
appreciate all the time and energy
these community journalists, essen-
tially volunteers. have been putting
in for our newspaper. and for every-
one who lives and works in our cov-
erage towns.

In Their Own Words

Ann Tweedy is one of three re-
porters who have covered Lever-
ett’s selectboard in a rotation since
David Detmold’s retirement in the
spring. She says the meetings there
have ranged from a half hour to two
hours. and notes that there are “a lot
of decisions on the shoulders of the
three volunteer Selectboard mem-
bers.... The tone can be a mixed
bag. Sometimes cranky and snip-
py. sometimes polite and engaged,
sometimes funny.”

Ann, a Leverett resident herself,
says the biweekly meetings aren’t
generally well attended by commu-
nity members, which is “too bad, in
[her] opinion.” and wonders if re-
cording the meetings, more outreach,
or publishing past minutes and up-
coming agendas on the town website
with quicker turnaround would help
engage her fellow citizens.

She describes the meetings as
orderly but fast-moving, and some-
times hard for her to follow while
taking notes, though she also notes
that the board members “have been
excellent in responding to follow
up questions.”

Ann says it takes her about an
hour when she can write a report en-
tirely from her notes, but that some-
times additional follow-up work is
necessary for her to understand the
issues discussed.

“I did get some ribbing at the
last meeting for providing too many
details in the published notes.” she
adds. “You know we’re not getting
paid by the word, so my attempt to
give as much detail as possible was
more based in wanting to share as
much as possible to residents unable
or unwilling to attend.”

Katie Nolan of Wendell handles
the Erving selectboard — meetings
that take place every Monday, and
often run on and on. “10:30 p m. is
not unknown,” she says, to get out
of a meeting that started at 6:30.

She describes the meetings as
“somewhat formal,” and says there
“are always citizens in attendance.”

“They are helpful to me,” Katie
writes, “especially Bill Bembury and
[municipal clerk] Betsy Sicard.”

She say the present board brings
different things to the table: “Jake
Smith has a good handle on tech
and quantitative issues, Art John-
son expresses opinions for the peo-
ple who are skeptical of town and
other governments, and Bill Bem-
bury has experience and knowledge
of tradition — and is putting in a lot
of hours volunteering for the admin
coordinator duties.”

David also covered the Gill se-
lectboard until about this time last
year, and since then, no fewer than
six of us have filled the seat. Our fea-
tures writer Edite Cunha, who used
to cover the Hawley selectboard for
the West County News, went to one
meeting when no one else could.

see FOCUS page B4

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG

Female In Dumpster Seems Her Normal Self;
Guy Threatens To Pour Beer; Kid Climbs Fence

Monday, 12/ 14
10:30 a.m. Caller request-
ing to speak with an officer
regarding someone stealing
her cats. Officer spoke with
caller, who met a man at
Food City and invited him
back to her apartment; she
believes that the man “dis-
posed of” her cats. Advised
of options.
4:10 pm. Officer issued a
verbal warning to a bunch
of kids using the new
benches and planters at Av-
enue A and Third Street for
skateboarding:.
10:49 pm. Caller from I
Street reports that someone
threw a bottle at her litch-
en window, smashing it.
Tuesday, 12/15
6 am. Caller from Fourth
Street reports that a male
party in a blue van comes
by every morning and peels
out; the driver of the van
also harasses the neighbor
across the street. Officers
advised.
8:25 am. Caller requesting
a wellbeing check on her
dentist, whom she contact-
ed this morning regarding
a broken tooth sustained in
a fall. Caller stated the den-
tist sounded “out of it” and
insisted that she call back
after 8 am, stating it was
only 5 am. Caller advised
to contact Northampton
PD and speak to them re-
garding her concerns.
9:20 am.

was
arrested on two default
warrants.
7:04 p.m. Caller reports that
at approximately 5:30 p.m.
his girlfriend was walking
across the bridge going into
the Patch over the canal and
was struck from behind by
a bat by someone on a bike.
Victim refused medical at-
tention. Report taken.
‘Wednesday, 12/16
Caller reports
that someone appears to be

2:08 pm.

working on a vehicle in the
Fourth Street parking lot
and possibly dumping an-
tifreeze on the ground. Of-
ficer located a vehicle that is
being worked on; there is a
minor leak and the parties
are attempting to correct
the problem, looking for
speedy dry or kitty litter to
clean up the spot.
Thursday, 12/17

7:32 am. Caller from Main
Street reports that a female
just lnocked at her door
and advised that she had
witnessed a male party at-
tempting to steal the call-
er’s porch furniture. Caller
is not missing any furniture
and perceived the female
as “being off, possibly on
something.” Caller called
back to report that female
is now in the dumpster of
the house next to the Mon-
tague Mini Mart. Officer
spoke to female party, who
was located in a construc-
tion dumpster. He advised
she seemed her normal self.
Caller advised to contact
MPD if there is any other
trouble with this female.
11:29 a.m. Officer spoke to

a male party on Fairway
Avenue regarding his ve-
hicle that is registered in
Vermont; per officer, party
has resided in MA for at
least 3 years. Party advised
to re-register vehicle.
11:51 am. Caller from
South Prospect Street re-
ports that a male party was
banging on her door and
then looking into her win-
dows; male seemed to go
to every window: Stayed on
line with caller until MPD
arrived. K9 Artie track-
ing into the wooded area
behind the house. Officer
advises party located on
bike headed towards Mill-
ers Falls. Report taken.
11:53 am. Caller reports
that a male party is on
video taking quarters from
underneath the machines
at the Third Street Laun-
dry. Caller states that this
is the same male he has on
previous video trying to
break into the back room.
Referred to an officer.
12:04 pm. Caller from
Central Street reports that
a yellow truck with an ex-
pired inspection sticker
that is normally parked in
the driveway is not there;
she believes that her up-
stairs neighbor is driving
it and that he does not have
a valid license. Caller then
called back to advise that
this party in this vehicle
returned to this location.
Caller requested that this
be documented.

1:05 pm. Caller from
Road re-
questing to know if it is

Turners Falls

legal for a parent to open
a birthday card that is ad-
dressed to their child and
take out the check that
was put in the card. Ad-
vised of options.

11:3%¢ pm. Caller from
Third Street reports that
her third floor neighbor has
a visitor who is very loud,
yelling and singing at top
of lungs. Caller requests
officer to quiet male as she
has a small child sleeping.
Units clear; involved male
parties advised of com-
plaint and are going to
sleep for the night.

Friday, 12/18

8:17 am. Caller from
Third Street advises that
there is a man sleeping
on his porch; he does not
Iknow who the man is.
Officer advised; subject
moved along.

9:46 pam. Officer advises
that there were 5-6 youths
in skate park area that have
now been moved along.
Saturday, 12/19

3:18 a.m. Caller from Grove
Street reports loud party
at neighbor’s house; ongo-
ing issue. Officer spolke to
male who resides at house
where party is and advised
him of the complaint. Of-
ficer also spoke with par-
tygoers in the back of the
house.

10:04 am. Caller from
Bullley Street reports that
her Christmas lights were
cut sometime overnight.

Officer advised.

11:55 am. Caller from
Bulkley Street reports
that her unlocked wvehicle
was entered overnight
and that someone poured
coffee on her seats. Ad-
vised of options.

12:49 p.m. Caller from Sev—
enth Street reports that a
woman came to her door
claiming to be homeless
and asked for money and
aride to Greenfield. Caller
allowed female to get into
her vehicle but is having
second thoughts about giv-
ing her a ride; calling from
a neighbor’s house. Officer
spoke with both parties; fe-
male moved along.

7:51 pm. Report of ongo-
ing threatening/harass-
ment on Fourth Street.
Advised of options.
Sunday, 12/20

12:5% a.m. Request for K9
unit to respond to North-
field for a traffic stop. Ser-
vices rendered.

9:59 am. Caller from Av-
enue A reports that while
she walking  her
friend's dog, another dog

was

lunged and bit her friend’s
dog. Both dogs were
leashed at the time. Officer
advised caller of options
and will leave copy of call
for animal control officer.

9:26 p.m. 911 call from Be-
tween The Uprights; male
party inside bar threaten-
ing to go behind bar and
pour his own beer. Caller
stated he is screaming and
yelling profanities at em-
ployees. Just after officers
dispatched, male
party left the bar; un-

WwWere

ltnown direction of travel.
Unable to locate.

Monday, 12/21

3:13 pm. Caller from the
Scalpers Lodge reports
that the lodge was broken
into and the video camera
system was “destroyed.”
Officers on scene to inves-
tigate. Report taken.

5:47 p.m. Caller, a personal
care attendant, reports that
her client in Powertown
Apartments is missing 5
Fentanyl pills. No signs of
forced entry. Report taken.
6:18 p.m. Vehicle vs. pole
accident at Thomas Golf
Course; airbag deployed.
TFEFD and MedCare en
route. Eversource noti-
fied and en route. Road
temporarily closed. Re-
port taken.

Tuesday, 12/22

9:16 a.m. Caller from Thir-
teenth Street reports that
her wehicle was broken
into and a phone charger
and a Garmin are missing.
Report talen.

9:35 am. Second caller
from Thirteenth Street re-
ports that her vehicle was
broken into and a GPS is
missing. Report taken.
2:42 pm. Report of dog
behaving aggressively to-
wards a pedestrian on Uni-
ty Street. Copy of call left
for animal control officer.
2:55 p.m. Caller from the
Five Eyed Fox requesting
assistance as a member of

the Board of Health is in
her establishment serving
her an order to shut down.
Officer spoke to caller,
who wanted to make a
complaint about the Board
of Health members, who
she felt were rude and un-
professional. Advised of
options.

5:56 pm. Caller request-
ing to speak to an officer
about incident at Five
Eyed Fox this afternoon.
Caller, acting as Board of
Health  member/health
inspector, was closing a
part of the kitchen. Caller
states that female owner
became upset and came at
her but was stopped by a
male party involved with
the Caller
states that female party
then kicked her out of the
establishment,

restaurant.

swearing
at her and calling her un-
professional. Officer spoke
to involved parties.
Thursday, 12/24

9:25 a.m. Report from Fifth
Street of kids throwing
items out of a third floor
window and yelling “Dad”
while doing so. Items be-
ing thrown include papers,
clothing, and shoes. Re-
ferred to an officer.

12:26 pm. Report of
breaking and entering into
a garage on G Street. Re-
port taken.

7:5% pm.

was arrested and charged
with operating under the
influence of liquor; leav-
ing the scene of property
damage; operating to en-
danger; and failing to drive
in the right lane.

Friday, 12/25

1:30 p.m. Report of youths
skateboarding in the skate
park, which is still under
construction and not yet
open to the public. Offi-
cers responded and moved
youths along.

2:20 p.m. Second report of
youths skateboarding in
the
tion skate park. Officer

still-under-construc-

moved youths along and
zip-tied the open areas in
the fencing.

Saturday, 12/26

8:49 a.m. Caller from Fed-
eral Street reporting that
overnight someone stole
all of the Christmas dec-
orations from her front
yard. Caller called back a
few minutes later advising
to disregard; she spoke to
her husband, who had tak-
en the decorations inside
the garage this morning.
10:056 am. Report of a fe-
male going around asking
for money in the area of
Fifth Street/ T Street. Area
checked; unable to locate.
2:45 p.m. Report of a doz-
en skateboarders in the
skate park that is not yet
open to the public. Officers
spoke to skaters.

Sunday, 12/27

2:01 p.m. Officer spoke
with a youth who was ob-
served climbing over the
fence to get into the skate
parl.
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Are you suffering from.., SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
DOORS & OPENERS

Devine Overhead Doors
Gerry Devine

Thoracic Outlet or Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,

Plantar Fasciitis, or Tendinitis?

i%ﬂ Greenfield

ontague, MA
BUE, I can help.

Gretchen Wetherby LMT

Massage Offices in Shelburne Falls and Millers Falls

www.gretchenwetherby.massagetherapy.com

413-824-7063

413-367-9206 www montaguebookmill.com
Books you don't need in a place you can't find.

106 West Street
Hadley, MA. 01035

Hampshire: 586-3161
Franklin: 773-9497

gretchenlmt@yahoo.com
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1. Do you subscribe to the paper?
O Yes O No

... If so, does it arrive when expected?
O Often [0 Seldom O Never

2. Do you buy the paper at any of these?
[0 Supermarket [1 Restaurant
O Other

... If so, how convenient is that?
O Very [ Somewhat [ Itisn’t

3. How long do you keep a typical issue?
O Idon’t O Days O Weeks [ Longer

4. After you’ve read the paper, what do you
typically do with it? (Check all that apply)
O Keep it for political/voting reference
0 Keep 1t for business/shopping reference
O Keep 1t for entertainment reference
O Pass it along O Discard 1t

5. How often do you visit our website?

O Weekly O Sometimes [ Never

6. How often do visit our Facebook page?
0 Weekly O Sometimes [ Never

7. How often do you find yourself discussing
something you read in our newspaper?
[0 Frequently [ Sometimes [1 Never

8. How likely are you to continue to read or
subscribe to the Montague Reporter?

9. How likely are you to recommend the
Reporter to your friends or neighbors?
O Very [ Somewhat [ Not Very

10. How likely are you to advertise your
business, service, or event in the Reporter?
O Very [ Somewhat [ Not Very

11. What do you think of our price?
O Insanely cheap
O Too expensive

O A good value
0 No opinion
12. What do you think of our ad rates?
0 Insanely cheap
O Too expensive

O A good value
O No opinion

13. How accurate, and fair, do you feel our
coverage of local events is?
O Very O Somewhat [ Not Very

14. Is there any content you’d like to see that
isn’t in the paper now?

15. How might we improve our news
coverage?

16. Are there other areas we can improve in?

17. How likely are you to read each of these?

N

;
E

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDE

Headline news

Lead editorials
Guest editorials
Letters to the editors
Local Briefs
Selectboard notes
School board notes
Sports articles
Profiles of people
Arts coverage

Historical articles

Oooooooooonoao

Book reviews
West Along the River [
Gardener s Companion [
Opystergirl 5 Guide O
The Healthy Geezer
Cartoons

Senior center schedule
MCTV News

Police Logs

Ten Years Ago

Poetry Page

Spanish Page
Children’s Page
Entertainment listings
MR. On the Road
PSAs

Other:

Other:

Oo0ooooooooooooooooooooooooooogano

OoDOoOoooooooooodd

18. Are you interested in volunteering?
O Yes

19. Would you like us to contact you for any
other reason? O Yes

If so, please list your name and contact info:

O No

O No

20. Optional — Demographic Information:
20a. What 1s your age?

00 0-10 O 11-20 O 21-30 [ 31-40 O 41-50
0 51-60 J 61-70 [0 71-80 OO 81-90 OO 91+
20b. What 1s your gender?

20c. How do you describe your race and/or
ethnicity?

20d. Do you own your home? [0 Yes [ No

Please return completed surveys to:
177 Avenue A, Tumers Falls, MA 01376
(Feel free to drop it in our mailbox!)
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Online version available at: www.surveymonikey.com/r/GS592C6

L__________________J

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).

FOCUS from page B3

“T got a sense of people who re-
spect each other and enjoy working
together,” Edite says of that meet-
ing. “They were efficient, coopera-
tive, and funny. It was cool.” She
said the hour-and-a-half meeting
was very orderly, and that the tone
was “polite, casual, friendly, and
humorous.”

No Gill residents who weren’t
on the agenda attended it, she said,
but “[o]fficials and town employ-
ees were attentive and helpful to
[her] as a first time reporter.”

Our newest Gill selectboard re-
potter is Aidan Belanger, current-
ly in his senior year at Four Rivers
Charter School in Greenfield.

“The meetings at Gill have felt
friendly and open to my presence
whenever I have gone.” he writes,
saying that they “give an open, col-
laborative and attentive sense to
town government.”

Aidan is facing a steep learning
curve, as none of the arcane work-
ings of governments in small Mas-
sachusetts towns are intuitive.

He says the meetings run “about
an hour and a half to two hours,”
and that his reports take “about
three hours to write,” leaving gaps
and questions that our editorial staff

is happy to help fill.

Josh Heinemann has been cov-
ering his own town, Wendell, for us
for over a decade now. Selectboard
meetings there can end in under an
hour, or stretch on for three.

“They talk faster than I write,” he
says. “I have many half-ideas in my
notes, and I have to try to reconstruct
the whole idea when I am writing. ..
‘Writing takes me a long time.”

Josh describes his town’s board
as “friendly, businesslike, and co-
operative,” and, echoing most other
towns, notes that citizens don’t at-
tend without specific business. He
says that sometimes he stops in town
coordinator Nancy Aldrich’s office
for clarification after meetings — “she
tolerates me” — and that he doesn’t
enjoy making follow-up calls.

“I like writing about Wendell be-
cause board members all have the
best interests of the town in mind,”
Josh writes, “even when their idea
of the best for Wendell varies.. ..

“Democracy can only work
if people know what is going on,
and how decisions have been
made. Where I see dysfunction and
pigheadedness in Washington, in

Jr a
N_‘L._

REVENUE from page B1

our advertising business to the lev-
els it reached from 2009 to 2012.
One change we made this year
was to take on a part-time ad man-
ager, who will specialize in reaching
out to advertisers and helping them
get the most out of their business

trying to make things work
as well as they can.”

with our paper. This has the added
benefit of making clearer the exist-
ing separation of our ad business
from our editorial content.

‘We have high hopes for a strong
business year in 2016. Here’s the
rest of the past year’s revenue, put
in historical comparison:

Qz.nuu N
/\ .
- /\/ \/\ MRS
$16,000 /&-—V 3 —=Store Sales
$8,000 o —‘—Donations
2 N
i
$0 - o - o o
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2006 2012 2013 2014 2015

The category of “donations™ in-
cludes direct donations (such as
extra money added to renewal pay-
ments) and fundraising. but does not
include funds raised during special
capital campaigns.

Now may be a good time to men-
tion that we have fallen behind, since

Thanksgiving, in sending renewal
notices out to our subscribers. The
drop in subscription revenue from
last year partly reflects this.

On a good note. we’re proud to
say 2015 has been our strongest
vear for store-located sales. (These
figures are based on cash received.)

Gﬂlmuu \\
/N s [
$90,000 ] v
¥ N
/ —"—Revenue
$70,000 EV.
$50,000 . . : - : = . T "
\ 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2006 2012 2013 2014 2015 /

When you add these all up.
you’ll see that we ran a deficit in
2015. We are making a significant
effort to keep our expenses down in
every category, but if the Reporter

CALL 863-8666

1s to be sustainable, we will have to
improve our revenues in 2016.
Get in touch with us to volun-

teer, or brainstorm business )
ideas! Na
L~

Renaissance
Builders

Cell: (413) 834-4444
bedsonl@comcast.net
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218

www.renbuild.net
863-8316

Quality. Craftsmanship. Original Thought.

Manialty Real Estate

.

MA Reg #RS2066

48 Randall Road
Montague
Phone/413-863-3780

ENT TO EXCELLENCE
KUSTOM AUTOBODY

Mike Fuller, Owner

it

Savings and protection
for the WHOLE FAMILY!

Very competitive Auto and
Home rates, including group

92 Federal Street discounts for AAA & AARP!
Greenfield, MA 01301 W b T
Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald @ ( o
a\{:-l-.:ulc’:rﬁrnku, \51?[? mff‘fﬁ‘[ﬁ‘, GRI, SRES, CBR Z74-3400 (%EHEE‘>
Mu. License 009535800 | N AGENEY ING
~ 413.863.4373 s
www.ManiattyRealty.com 159 Avenue A | Tumers FallsMA ~ WWW.ahtrist.com
Montague Mini Storage | MikeFuller-owner 4 B
‘ _—" _\ FREDHOLMGREN
. - % S ’,/l* Piano Tuning & Repair
; ; ’ -~ Serving central New England
¢ The Best Hiding - for more than 35 years
J — 978-544-5494
owi ’
Place in T \~ fredholmgren@gmail.com
48 Randall Road 413-863-4680 Y Y
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGOING EVENTS:
EVERY SUNDAY

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Celtic Sessions. Musicians of all
levels welcome to play tradition-
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m.

ONE MONDAY EACH MONTH

Wagonwheel, Gill: Wagon Wheel
Word. First week of each month.
Monthly poetry reading, often
with special guest poets. 6 p.m.

Montague Center Library: Out-
side the Lines! Last Monday
of each month. Adult Coloring
Group. Supplies provided. 6:30
p.m.

EVERY TUESDAY

Millers Falls Library, Millers Falls:
Crafts and activities for children
of all ages. 3:30 - 4:45 p.m.

The Erving Public Library will be
open from 3-6 p.m. for extra pa-
tron hours and children’s activi-
ties for the months of November
and December.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls:
Story Time: Thematic stories,
projects, and snacks for young
children with Mez, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30
a.m. to noon.

EVERY THURSDAY

Carnegie Library: Music and
Movement with Tom Carroll &
Laurie Davidson. Children and
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m.

The People’s Pint, Greenfield:

THE LADY
KILLIGREW:

Awesome Beer

Amazing Food

440 Greenfield Rnl Mo
7 Days / 8ain - Tl pm (ol least)

(413)367-9666

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION

Derek Bridges. Live acoustic
guitar. 7 p.m.

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
Watchdog Open Mic. All
musicians, comedians, and
magicians are welcome! 8 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY

Iltems by member artists. Group
show through 1/25.

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS:

Dickinson Memorial Library,
Northfield: Seeking artwork for
their Doug and Marty Jones Art
Space. Artists of any age from
Franklin County can submit ap-
plication found at bit.ly/1SfZh78
or contact library.

Sawmill River Arts, Montague
Center: All artists, all ages are
invited to provide art for the 3rd
Annual Community “6X6" Show.
Flyers with details available at
the gallery, at www.sawmillriv-
erarts.com, or call: (413) 367-
2885. $5 fee per person for 1 or
2 pieces. Name your own “for

SR\
5

Where Do We Go From Here?, 2009, Lesley Coben, charcoal and chalk pastel.

From the exchibit “Leaving Our Mark: In Celebration of the Pencil,”
showing November 24 through March 27 af the D Amonr Miusenm of
Fine Aris in Springfield. Organized by Western Massachusetts artist
Steve Wilda, this exhibition explores the diverse medinm of graphite, a

versatile art material that is easily accessible fo a broad range of audiences.

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: Sto-
ry Hour. Stories and hands-on
arts & crafts. 10 a.m. to noon.

CeCe’'s Chinese Restaurant,
Turners Falls: Traditional Native
American and improvised Asian
flute music featuring Eric Wolf
Song. 6 to 6:30 p.m. Free.

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m.

EXHIBITS:

Deerfield Arts Bank, S. Deer-
field: Portraits: Revealing &
Concealing. 36 local artists ex-
plore the puzzle of the portrait.
Exhibit through 1/14.

Great Falls Discovery Cen-
ter, Turners Falls: Junior Duck
Stamp Exhibit. 12/6 through
1/31. Hours for Discovery Cen-
ter have been expanded (yay!)
to Wednesday-Sunday for the
winter, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Salmon Falls Artisans Gallery,
Shelburne Falls: Life After Life by
Ken Kipen. Images selected from
Kipen’s lifetime of camera-work,
depicts the forces in nature. Jan-
uary 10 to February 15.

Shelburne Falls Arts Co-op,
Shelburne Falls. Mystery and
Magic. Winter sale of Special

sale” price. Delivery date: by
Sunday, 1/31, 5 p.m. Opening
reception Saturday, 2/6, from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Wendell Free Library invites
artists to submit applications for
exhibit in the Herrick Meeting
Room gallery. See www.
wendellmass.us.

EVENTS:
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls
New Year’s Eve Bash with Jim-
my Just Quit, 8:30 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: New
Year’s Eve with Willy and the Poor
Boys (CCR and other amazing
covers from Sandy, Zach, and
the Boyz). 9:30 p.m. $

Deja Brew, Wendell: New Year’s
Eve Party with The Equalites.
Bonfire at our new bonfire area
out back starting at 9 p.m.
Fabulous Reggae beat of the
“Equalites” from 10-1 a.m., and
a special surprise event at 11. $

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1

Canalside Rail Trail, Turners
Falls: Enjoy a leisurely two-
mile stroll along the Canalside
Rail Trail and get the New Year

started off on a Great Falls note.
This family friendly hike follows
a gentle route. Be prepared for
cold weather: dress in layers and
wear winter boots. Afterward, en-
joy a cup of hot chocolate in the
Discovery Center's Great Hall.
Sign in at the Great Hall at 1:00
p.m. Hike begins at 1:15 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: The
Equalites. Reggae, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls:
Glenn Roth, fingerstyle guitar. 8
p.m.

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls:
Community Smokes & Making
Eyes, 9:15 p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

Laughing Dog Farm, Gill: Low-
Tech Winter Gardening: Tools,
Tactics and Principles This
hands-on, Sunday morning
class, presented by Laughing
Dog Farm manager Danny Bot-
kin, will focus on the practical
details of cold weather horticul-
ture, including (high and low)
hoophouse construction, man-
agement, winter crop selection,
radical compost/soil building,
cold weather harvesting and
processing tips, plus a demon-
stration of “guerrilla” cookery
(and a shared, vegetarian farm
lunch!) $ 10 a.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Lazy
Bones. Old time jazz, blues and
more. 8 p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 4

Wagon Wheel, Gill: Wagon
Wheel Word, open mic poetry
reading, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6

Deja Brew, Wendell: Knitting &
Crafts Night, 7 to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7

Mocha Maya'’s, Shelburne Falls.
The Collected Poets Series,
poetry reading. 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love,
60’s and 70’s gold, 8 p.m.

Rendezvous, Turners Falls:
Falltown String Band, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Drew
Paton’s Hit Parade, 7 p.m.

Deja Brew, Wendell: Barrett
Anderson, hypno-boogie blues.
910 11:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9

Brattleboro Museum & Art
Center, Brattleboro VT: Exhibit
Openings, Open Call NNE 2016
and Recovering the Body: Craig
Stockwell and Jon McAullife.
Open Call is a juried art show
of works by 12 selected artists
from the North-Northeast region.
In Recovering The Body, Craig
Stockwell and Jon L. McAu-
liffe join their disparate artistic
styles and techniques to explore
themes of agency and artistic im-
pulse. Reaching back to the end

of the Heroic Age, this collec-
tion of paintings seeks to trace
those impulses through the “war
to end all wars,” through the life
and tragic death of the explorer,
George Mallory, and to the pres-
ent moment. 11 a.m.

Wendell Free Library, Wendell:
Twelve Monkeys Film. An un-
known and lethal virus has wiped
out five billion people in 1996.
Only 1% of the population has
survived by the year 2035, and
is forced to live underground.
Sci-Fi thriller. 7 p.m.

Mocha Maya’s, Shelburne Falls.
Village Hill Trio, jazz fusion. 8
p-m.

SESSES NS

Thursday, 12/31 — 10to 1
New Year’s Eve Party
with The Equalites
Friday, 1/1 — 9:30 p.m.
The Equalites
Sunday, 1/3 — 8 p.m.
Lazy Bones

SRR S S SR

978-544-BREW
57A Lockes Village Road
g Next to the Wendell Country Store

wiw. DejaBrewPub.com

?%,u”; 1. !
The Brick House

COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER

24 374 Spreer, Turners Falls

N

Z

%

Teen Center Hours:

Mond ay - Frid ay

2:30 to 6 p.m.

www.brickhousecommunity.org
113-863-9576

“\ 2x1em J
THURS. 9:30-2am

. New Year’s Eve with

' Willy and the Poor Boys

(CCR covers & more)

$5 cover
includes champagne toast!

FRI. 1/1 9:30 $5
no show

SAT. 1/2 9:30 FREE
no show

SUN1/2 9pm FREE
TNT Karaoke

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM).
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Serving the Area for over 25 years

*» Dead Bolts

» Household Lock Sets

= We Master Key & Re-Key

» Safe Combinations Changed

Brian R. San Soucie
Locksmith -

Cerfified « Bonded» Insurs

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for
Businesses and Homes

CRL

28 Menlague Streel
Turners Falls, MA 01376

863-24T1
Fax 863-8022

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU

25 Millers Falls Rroad & (413) B63-4331

Turners Falls, MA 01376

Service 7 days a weelk, visit www.pzinc.com

INSURANCE

WWW.pzinc.com

CALL 863-8666

o @ Y 4
Pipiones
* Fishing supplies; Live bait
® Fishing & Hunting Licenses

* Paintball & cozﬁeﬁﬂs

® Guns & Ammo

Open 7 am 7 days a week ‘
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246

SPORT SHOP

Ph. (413) 863-2785
Fax: (413) 863-0120

1 /\REPAIRS

MA Reg. #RS2190

Doug’s Auto Body <

Doug Smith - Qwner

T JRECISION

35 Center Road
Gill, MA 01354

S
www.tntprodj.net
413-522-6035

TNT PRODUCTIONS

DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS
“We Know Entertainment”

CRUISE & TRAVEL
COMPANY

30 Montague St.
TURNERS FALLS

FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS

413-863-3143 ¢ 888-763-3143
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com
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TRANSPORTATION IS A CRITICAL

NEED FOR

OUR AREA

Volunteer Marvin Kelley says, “Helping has been
kind of a theme in my career and my life, and now

I'm involved here wi

th RIDES FOR HEALTH."

***You could help as a volunteer too!***

The next FREE training: January 26, 2016, 1-5 pm
Turners Falls, MA. Refreshments provided!

Apply now! Contact Trevor Boeding

at tboeding@checc.org,

413.773.5555, or 978.544,2259 x2241,

WEST ALONG from page B1

dun-colored woods.

There are always Sunday chores
to do around here, so I should get
started on splitting wood for the ever-
hungry Glenwood C cookstove.

There are still the chunky old
blocks left over from the tall centu-
ry-and-a-half maple that had reigned
over this end of the street since great-
grandfather Judah’s time. We took
it down regretfully a while back,
knowing that sooner or later it would
fall ofits own accord in a windstorm,
hitting the house, or the car, or the
transformer pole across the way. It
has fed the Glenwood, offered to the
firebox with no small amount of rev-
erence for that aged wood, for two
Seasons Now.

We spared some of the more ec-
centric burls and knotholes that
had served as homes for squirrels,

~ Info@fchcc.org
413.773.5555 973.5“.2257

screech owls, and wood ducks over
the years. Those relics are stowed in
a special place in the wood shed. The
next generation will probably have
less respect for these whimsical cu-
riosities I've saved, but I can’t bring
myself to toss them into the fire, at
least not this December.

21 December. The sun rose, just
barely, behind a veiled sky, clearing
the rim of our valley just after 8 a m.
This is a classic December sky that
should foretell snow in the offing,
except for the fact that the thermom-
efer is hovering at fifty degrees.

A few winter birds, juncos and
an occasional tree sparrow visit the
yard, and the blue jay clan is begin-
ning to grow as in the past years.
Their numbers will reach thirty or
more before much longer, but the
open winter has kept the stress level

on all the creatures here quite low.

Even the chipmunk, who should
be tucked away and sound asleep by
now, is out this late in December,
and the opossum makes his nightly
rounds from suet post to compost
pile, free from worrying about frost-
bit tail and ears.

This afternoon was spent in a
timeless landscape on the edge of
the Montague Plains. Our Wampa-
noag friend Elizabeth came out from
the Vineyard on business, and on a
mission to gather milkweed stalks
on Mineral Mountain. Without any
snowfall, the stalks are still stand-
ing, not flattened by snow or wind:
even the seed pods are still intact,
although open, and most seeds with
their downy parachutes have been
scattered to the four winds as nature
mtended.

We roamed the dune and dun-
colored grasses, piling up stocks to
be shucked of their shell case stems,
with their inner strands of soft fibers
to be spun as would be done with the
flax plant. Elizabeth will then blend
the strands into her weaving over the
winter.

A mild breeze, pale sun., and
bleached grasses created a feeling
of early winter peace, and of place
out of time. The soft talk and the -
resistible teasing play of the new pup
added to the atmosphere that seemed
only possible on this one day, on a
day like this leading up to Christ-
mas.

December 24-25. Christmas Eve
feels more like an eve in mid-April
than late December. Stars are out in
the early dusk, the sun setting in the
west sends a bright red glow over the

yard. The river is swollen with days
of rain and if rushes loudly by. with
no leaves on branches to muffle the
sound. Try as we may, it’s difficult to
summon up that Christmas feeling,
it’s more like a December 25 in the
Carolinas or Virginia rather than in
northern Massachusetts.

Yet we can still participate in the
old rituals, since for some of us this
holiday is a state of mind. In this old
homestead, we greet members of
our extended family as well as those
who have come down to us through
the centuries, who are no longer in
this physical world, but rather in the
world of the spirits. Because of them
we are still drawn to ceremony at this
time of year, to early memory, and we
conjure up their presence. They are
the ones who have gone before us,
and on whose shoulders we stand.

For many, this is the season of
parties, of over-indulgence, and of
the deep pleasure of giving and re-
ceiving gifts. But Christmas is also
the season of remembrance.

In an old house like this one,
where so many generations of our
family have lived under a simple
rough-hewn roof, the bark still cling-
ing to the rafters after a century and
a half, we are closer to our ancestors
than in most times of the year.

In my solitary walk at dusk on
this Eve, the benign shadows of the
Old People begin emerging, pleased
to be remembered. All those hearty,
tragic, hard-working and hard-living
men and women, fighters, drinkers,
and gentle souls, they all come from
the shadows of the trees and woods,
and we’ll set the table for them too.
At this time of year more so than any
other, I will be reminded of the traces

of the Celt, the Indian, the African,
and the Yankee that I carry within.
The old rancors. arguments, and
tragedies will be forgotten this eve-
ning, as those spirits are pleased to
be remembered, and pleased to take
their places at the table, if only in the
active memory of my imaginings.
Christmas Eve can do that to you.

December 28-29. Now the win-
ter is back, to signal the end of the
old year. With the temperature at the
freezing point for the first time in
weeks, the air we inhale is sharp and
gives a boost to our flagging year-
end energy. Across the skies, row
after row of hump-backed clouds,
looking more like buffalo than fleecy
sheep, charge into the east.

These last days of December will
change from golden mild mornings
to gray, with icy wind driving the
snow before it. The New Year will
be upon us, and our woodstove and
hearth will draw to us once again
the closest members of our far-flung
family for a few hours, to welcome
in the first day of January.

I'm looking forward with par-
ticular anticipation to this year’s
first-footing. It’s an old custom that
bestows a particular honor on the
first person to come in the door on
the first day of the New Year. Our
grand-niece, Miss Ada, will be the
seventh generation of family to cross
the threshold of this homestead.

We can take comfort that we have
endured over the generations in spite
of all, and confirm our great expecta-
tions for the New Year of 2016.

Mo
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