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Fresh and Local: Farms, Gill-Montague 
Schools Pair Up For National Food Day 

MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Broadband Committee: "It's 
Time To Make Some Noise!" 

ByPETEWACKERNAGEL 

Last Friday, the Gill-Montague school district cel
ebrated National Food Day. Our school cafeterias pre
pared a special lunch sourced largely from local fanns. 
Each school had its own menu. 

At Gill Elementary, the entree was a stew made 
with beans, potatoes, and squash from Upinngil Farm. 
At Turners Falls High, the students ate roasted pota
toes and buttemut squash, spinach, and pork braised 
in cider from Clarkdale Frnit Fann. And at Sheffield 
Elementa1y, the main course was a vegetable frittata. 

According to Mistelle Hannah, food service man
ager for the district, the sn1dent bodies held divergent c 
opinions on the meals. The elementary students loved i 
the food, while the high schoolers' response was typi
cally angsty and lukewann. 

Ms. Hannah's theo1y on their lack of enthusiasm 
is that they became used to the cafeteria's old ways 
during their fonnative elementary and middle school 
years. New policies from the USDA, requiring fresh '.: 
fruits and vegetables, took effect during the 2011- iii 
2012 school year. 12 

The events at the schools were planned as part of ~ 
National Food Day, a day meant to bring awareness to a. 

our diets and to the connections between eating, food 
production, and the policies that shape this system. 

This year's theme was "Toward a Greener Diet." 

see FOOD DAY page AS 

Second graders Talia Pederzini-Curtis, Brot!J Girard, 
and Jeremy Colon-Vega enjqy vegetable fn'ttatas, with 
ingredients sourced from local growers, during lunch 

last FridC!J at Sheffield Elementary School. 

County Vegetable Commemoration A Success 
By MIKE JACKSON 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

Kevin Hart of Montague's broad
band committee repo1ted to the se
lectboard at its October 26 meeting 
that state funding for the committee's 
proposal to extend fiber-optic cable 
to the town's "unserved" homes is in 
doubt. Hait portrayed the process for 
obtaining funds from the Massachu
setts Broadband Institute (MBI) as 
plagued by delays and uncertainties. 

A key question involves whether 
MBI will approve a contract for new 
fiber-optic broadband transmission, 
which the committee suppo1ts, or for 
traditional coaxial cable, as proposed 
by Montague's cmTent cable provid
er, Comcast. 

Fiber-optic is seen as the tech
nology of the future, destined to re
place coaxial in the coming decade. 
The cable committee has suggested 
that their proposal for underserved 
homes could provide the backbone 
for service to the entire town. 

Hait, accompanied by committee 
members Lisa Enzer and Rob Stein
berg, presented the selectboard with 
an update on the state funding issue. 
Last Febrnaiy, the Baker administra
tion signed a $50 million bill to ex
tend broadband to unserved and un-
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derse1ved communities. Montague 
is grouped with nine other towns al
located $5 million to extend service. 
Hait estimated that Montague has 
204 unse1ved residences. 

Recently, MBI sent out a "Request 
for Qualifications" to provide broad
band to tl1ose ten towns. There were 
two respondents: Comcast, which 
would extend its coaxial cable, and 
a company called Matrix, which 
proposed to install fiber-optic in tl1e 
towns of Montague and Hai·dwick. 

Eight of tl1e towns appear to be 
satisfied with Comcast, but both 
Montague and Hai·dwick seek to 
install the newer fiber-optic technol
ogy through Matrix. 

The broadband committee has 
been f01warded tl1e Matrix proposal 
but has not seen the response from 
Comcast. Hart estimated that the 
Matrix plan would extend se1vice to 
98% of the unse1ved households, and 
feai·ed that a Comcast coaxial exten
sion might serve significantly fewer. 

MBI extended the deadline for 
additional information from Com
cast to October 15. Hait said he has 
been unable to asce1tain from MBI 
whether the cable company met tl1e 
new deadline. 

see MONTAGUE page A4 

TURNERS FALLS - "We're at a happy place, 
where things go well," said Greenfield Road's Mike 
Nelson, who does business under the name Franklin 
County Pumpkin.fest and moonlights as a Montague se
lectman. "I was really pleased with the event overall." 

Nelson was reflecting on the sixth Pumpkinfest, which 
went off without a hitch last Saturday. One hundred and 
thirty vendors lined Avenue A, with ente1tainment on 
multiple official and private stages throughout the day, 
and traditional jack o'lantem carving at its heart. Coordinator Search Begins 

Though the cancellation after 25 years of Keene, 
NH's unrelated Pumpkin Festival may have sent pump
kin-lovers south to Turners, the event felt by all accounts 
about the same size and feel oflast year's - with maybe 
around 10,000 attendees, though it's impossible to count 
the crowd coming and going over a 7-hour event. 

Mountain View Landscapes and Lawncare, the 
Chicopee-based contractors cmTently working on the 
streetscape improvement project at Third and A, origi
nally intended that project to finish before the festival. 

When they were unable to meet that goal, they 
reached an agreement with the town that they would 
remove equipment and fencing, for safety's sake, and 
temporarily pave the project with blacktop at their own 
expense. This week they broke ground again. 

Nelson said the event counted about 725 pumpkins, 
up slightly from last year's official tally of 711. 

By KATIE NOLAN 

"We want to attract candidates 
who have choices where they ap
ply," Richard Kobayashi of the Uni
versity of Massachusetts' Collins 
Institute told the Erving selectboard 
Monday night. 

pie until the profile is complete," 
Kobayashi explained. "It's a mar
keting tool for the town and the 
job." 

He said he would be meeting with 
town officials, depa1tment heads, 
committee chairs and interested 
citizens over the next two weeks 
to develop the profiles and that the 
profiles should be completed by the 
end of November. 

A crowd was successful!) attraded by the traditional method. But that figure was called into question by town clerk 

Kobayashi said the first step in 
helping the town search for a new ad
ministrative coordinator is develop
ing two profiles: one characterizing 
the town, and its principal challeng
es, over the next five to seven years, 
and anotl1er identifying tl1e kind of 
person and skills tl1e town wants for 
administrative coordinator. 

"We don't strut looking for peo-

Once the profiles are written and 
approved by the selectboard, the 
institute will use them to recrnit 
candidates, through adve1tising and 
"reaching out to our network." Ko
bayashi will work with the town's 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Many Wild Cards on Table as 
Pipeline Company Applies to FERC 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Ac
cording to Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
(TGP) spokesperson Steve Craw
ford, the company still plans to ap
ply to the federal government for 
approval of its proposed pipeline 
project on November 20. The proj
ect, called the N01theast Energy Di
rect, is slated to nm directly through 
a nmnber of towns in Franklin 
County, including Deerfield, Mon
tague, Erving, and No1thfield. 

Recent developments at the state 
level have thrown wild cards into 
the already controversial process. 
These include a new regulation al
lowing electric companies to pur
chase natural gas; a proposed leg
islative vote involving Alticle 97, 

which requires approval of conser
vation land takings; and the closing 
of the Pilgrim Nuclear Generating 
Station in Plymouth. 

The Federal Process 
There ai·e two key elements to the 

federal approval process. First, the 
Federal Energy Regulat01y Com
mission (FERC) must prepai·e an en
vironmental impact statement (EIS), 
as required under the National Envi
ronmental Policy Act of 1970. 

The EIS requirement has already 
produced a lengtl1y, costly and very 
labor-intensive "scoping" investiga
tion to detennine the environmental 
impact oftl1e proposal. The Franklin 
Regional Council of Governments 
has played a central role in helping 

see WILD CARDS page A6 

see PUMPKINS page A7 see ERVING page A6 

Good News, and Bad: Lee Wildcats 27 - TFHS 7 
By 1\-L<\TT ROBINSON 

TURNERS FALLS - The 
good news is that the Turners 
Falls Football Indians were 
ranked third in Western Mass 
DVI going into their game 
on Friday October 23 against 
eleventh-ranked Lee. The bad 
news is that the Tribe was up
set in that game. 

But coach Chris Lapointe 
wasn't discouraged. "We 
knew they were a good team, 
and they showed it," he said 
after Friday's loss. He said he 
knows that even though his 
team will slip in the standings 
and may not have a home play
off game. he cannot dwell on 
the negative. AI1d if he wants 
to get back to the champion
ship game, his team will have 
to bring their A game into the 

second season. 
To paraphrase a Tom Hanks 

movie, there's no c1ying in 
football. 

The first sign that it might 
not be Powe1town's night was 
the coin toss. The Wildcats 
won the toss, taking away the 
deep ren1m threat which has 
been so successful of late. Lee 
started on their own 32 and be
gan to march down the field. 
Turners executed some hard 
hits and solid tackles - includ
ing three by Tahner Castine 
and one by Will Roberge - and 
as Lee barged into Blue teni
to1y, Tahner forced the ball 
loose, and Trevor Mankowsky 
recovered the fumble. 

Turners got the ball on their 
own 33, but only moved it 9 
yards on three plays. On fourth 

see FOOTBALL page A4 

Close call.· Lee} defense tries to intercept a 
pass intended far ]a/en Sanders during last 

Fridqy} game. The pass was incomplete. 
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There Oughta 
Be A Law ... ? 

Over the past month, the 
nonprofit journalism organization 
InsideClimate News has released 
a series of investigative reports on 
what gas company Exxon - now 
ExxonMobil - has known, and 
done, about manmade climate 
change. 

In the 1970s and 80s, the com
pany's scientists built models that 
projected the impact of fossil fuel 
use on the planet, and conducted 
extensive in-house research on the 
matter, including outfitting a super
tanker to measure the absorption of 
carbon dioxide by oceans. (Sh01t 
answer: they don't absorb enough!) 

The company contends that 
it had always received a mix of 
information from scientists, and 
never reached a finn conclusion. 
We urge our readers to check out 
InsideClimate's series themselves 
- it paints a fairly convincing pic
ture of a company first sponsor
ing science that produced models 
close to our cmTent ones, then 
deliberately shifting towards pub
licly sowing confusion by empha
sizing unce1tainty. 

In 1982, internal documents 
discussed a "clear scientific con
sensus" that doubling atmospheric 
carbon would result in a global 
temperature rise of between 1.5 
and 4.5 degrees Celsius, and the 
company even sponsored a confer
ence on global wam1ing that year. 
But right around 1989 the compa
ny decided to change its tune. 

That was the year it joined 
with other oil and heavy industiy 
corporations to form a lobbying 
group called the Global Climate 
Coalition, which sought to spread 
doubt about climate science, and 
began systematically funding 
contrarian studies on the subject. 
(A repo1t published by the Union 
of Concerned Scientists this smn
mer called the Climate Deception 
Dossiers, available online, gives a 
good overview of this activity.) 

Oddly, 1989 was also the year 
of the Exxon-Valdez oil spill. 

ExxonMobil's anti-science mil
itance helped stave off the idea of 
a carbon tax, prevent the US from 
signing the Kyoto Protocol, and 
seed the cmTent era of mass know
nothingism. At the same time, the 
company may have been able to 
use its accurate forecasting to shift 
its focus and investments n01th
ward, toward the quickly wann
ing polar zone that will serve as a 
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major economic and geopolitical 
arena in the coming decades. 

Many liberal American politi
cians and talking heads are using 
the revelations - though they are 
hardly that - of Exxon's scan
dalous scientific past to engage 
in populist grandstanding. This 
week, Democratic presidential 
contenders Ma1tin O'Malley and 
Bernie Sanders lent their support 
to a call for a federal investigation 
into the matter, as if it were a sim
ple criminal cover-up, with 1999's 
United States vs. Philip Morris 
litigation as an inspiration. 

The comparison is tempting, 
but breaks down both pragmati
cally and in terms of the substance 
of the argmnent being made. 

ExxonMobil is an order of mag
nitude larger than Philip Morris' 
parent company Altria, in tenns of 
assets, revenues, and employees. 
It's a major geopolitical player in 
its own right, with a larger pres
ence in some pa1ts of the world 
than the US government itself. 

Whereas in the late 1990s one 
in four Americans smoked (now 
it's under one in five), well over 
99% of us are totally dependent 
on petroleum for our survival. 

And while other major national 
industries, most notably health
care, had already turned against 
Big Tobacco, the continued ex
traction and delivery of copious 
oil and gasoline are of immediate 
economic benefit to just about all 
interests, except for oil's direct al
ternative-energy competitors. 

All that makes a toothsome in
vestigation, or punishment, unlike
ly. But more to the point, 0 'Malley 
and Sanders know full well that 
simply engaging in, and then wash
ing its hands of, legitimate climate 
science does not somehow make 
Exxon guilty of racketeering. 

While there may be moral par
allels, the aims of the conspiracies 
- to prolong the use of a product 
despite damages to its consumers' 
health, and to prolong the use of a 
product despite its contribution to 
changing the climate - are funda
mentally different, because no one 
can be held liable in the first place 
for raising the planet's tempera
ture or altering the composition of 
its atmosphere. It's not illegal. 

The feeling that someone
oughta-go-to-jail is rooted in fius
tration that a company would be
tray scientific inquiry in favor of 
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letters to pl' the Editors 

Thanks for Added Touches An Honor 
The residents of Montague Cen

ter are very fo1tunate, indeed, to 
live in a village where many tal
ented persons not only reside, but 
make their living there. 

One such person is the "care
taker" of the Montague Center Post 
Office, by the name of Ray Savage. 

Not only does Ray perfom1 his 
janitorial services conscientiously, 
but he also makes sure the plantings 
are creative and well-maintained. 

His a1tistic skills have been a 
joy to all, as he decorates the Post 
Office with paintings and aiTange-

obfuscation. But that's part and par
cel of our econo1nic system. Even if 
Exxon did the ethically worst thing 
- holding accurate models internal
ly at the same time as it muddied 
the waters externally- this is exact
ly the approach markets encourage 
fums to take with regai·d to many 
types of infonnation. 

Efilth itself, as a whole, is the 
raw material that an entity like 
ExxonMobil encounters as a re
source pool. Knowing more than 
its competitors is inherently to its 
advantage. No company is under 
obligation to shfil·e what it knows 
for science's sake. 

And the company isn't accused 
of fabricating research, or pe1jury, 
so much as populfil·izing an idiotic 
understanding of how societies 
develop common understanding. 
It's also not a crime to weaken 
our society's ability to process in
formation, which is what makes 
organized and well-funded doubt 
campaigns so brilliant. 

WE WELCOME 

YOUR LETTERS~ 

fflontague l\eporter 

177 Ave. A, TF, MA 01376 

editor@montaguereporter.org 

ments in keeping with the seasons 
and special occasions. 

Across the "main drag," our 
village store (the Mini Mait) has 
been a veritable "gfil·den of Eden," 
designed and planted by "Sunny" 
Lynch, the wife of store owner Den
nis Lynch. All smnmer the gardens 
flourished, enhanced by ornaments 
and fountains so a1tfully displayed. 

Many thanks to you for the plea
sure you have given mfil1y. 

Peg Bridges 
Montague 

Executives from six major ciga
rette companies held a secret meet
ing at a hotel in 1953 and laid out an 
agreement to undermine the study 
of their product. No such cmde 
collusion is necessa1y for mod
em energy multinationals. Bound 
in competition for the amount of 
energy they can feed into our fast
burning civilization, they all share 
an interest in unde1mining its ca
pacity to self-regulate. 

And so we are all being swept 
into an age of doubt. In this coun
tiy, according to the Gallup polling 
agency, 55% of people think glob
al wa1ming is happening, 55% of 
people are wo1Tied about it, 55% 
think it's due to human activities, 
and 56% think wa1ming has not 
been exaggerated. 

Those are some scant majorities, 
at shocking odds with the scientific 
community, where 97% of peer-re
viewed papers suppo1t the anthropo
genic climate change hypothesis. 

But we can't legislate know!-

I extend my sincere appreciation 
to the Stavros Center for Indepen
dent Living for giving me the Ted 
Maitineau Awai·d at the Stavros 
Award Ceremony on October 22. 

This was fill unexpected honor 
to follow in tribute. Ted was Stav
ros' president, a dedicated disability 
advocate who improved services, 
ADA access, and volm1teered in 
Montague for 20 yefil·s. Again I say 
thank you. 

Sincerely, 
BettyTegel 
Montague 

edge, or good faith, or sharing. 
We don't doubt that there is an 

honest outrage behind calls to probe 
and punish entities like Exxon. 

But they are also, in a sense, 
made cynically: prima1y-red meat 
to the base, on a political par with 
the Benghazi investigation in 
terms of their significance to the 
functioning of the American state 
appfil·atus. Washington is simply 
never going to tum on the fossil
fuel industiy like that, regardless 
of what anyone in it was once pur
ported to know. 

And to pretend that it could is 
to spread a s01t of false hope - for 
a world in which massive, genera
tions-old, multinational business 
institutions can be approached as 
moral agents, reasoned with, and 
held accountable; in which law and 
science and the common good are 
naturally, and by default, aligned; 
and in which knowledge alone can 
solve the problems we face. 
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z 
o plied with books recently, the one in 
~ o:: Montague Center could use some 

LOCAL BRIEFS 

~ donations. Our contact says: "The 
;;! same half-shelf of ho-hum selection 
~ has been in there for quite a while. 
; I no longer have access to the book 
t3 donations that I did in the past, so it 
~ would be great if folks could donate 
!!l more. Thanks." 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Trunk or Treat event origi
nally scheduled for October 31 at the 
Turners Falls High School parking 
lot has been cancelled. 

The Little Free Library on the 
Avenue in Turners has seen a lot of 
use and, as a result, its front door 
needs to be replaced before the win-

ter weather does more damage. Any
one out there with carpent:Iy skills 
who would like to help? 

You can take a look at it in front 
of Nina's Nook, or contact either 
Jeri at maimvearing@hotmail.com 
or Nina at naban@verizon.net They 
can supply the materials if you can 
do the work. 

Also, while the Turners Little 
Free Libraiy has been well-sup-

NOTES FROM THE GILL-MONTAGUE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Two Spats Resolved 
By ELLEN BLANCHETTE 

GILL-MONTAGUE - After 
weeks of cont:I·oversy, the Gill
Montague school committee voted 
on Tuesday to accept chair Sandra 
Brown's recommendation for the 
Unit A (teachers) cont:I·act negoti
ating team of Jane Oakes, Michael 
Langknecht and Brown. She also 
selected Langknecht as chair. 

The vote of the school com
mittee was unanimous, and there 
was no further discussion of the 
matter. 

After the votes, Jeff Single
ton, the municipal representative 
in collective bai·gaining, made a 
statement of suppo1t for Brown's 
decision. While stating he still be
lieved Brown was c01Tect in her 
opinion that there could be a po
tential conflict of interest posed by 
a former teacher being pa1t of the 
negotiating team with the teacher's 
union, he felt it was not w01th con
tinuing to fight over the matter. 

He also said that he believed 
Oakes would suppo1t the best in
terests of the district. 

Superintendent Michael Sul
livan addressed concerns raised 
over informational visits by Gill 
Elementary fifth graders to Great 
Falls Middle School by presenting 
the following policy: 

The administration will retain 
the past practice of allowing Gill 
Elementary fifth-graders to join 
their peers from Sheffield Elemen
ta1y in a spring visit to Great Falls 
Middle School, for the purpose of 
prepai-ing them for their transition 
to a new building. It will remain 
a parental prerogative whether or 
not Gill students attend. 

Interested fifth-graders at Shef
field would also be offered an op
po1tunity to visit Gill Elementaiy 
during a school day, for the purpose 
of considering attending Gill's 
sixth grade through intra-disti-ict 
school choice. Pai·ental pemlission 
would again be required. 

Beginning Monday, November 2, 
tl1e Franklin Area Sm-vival Center 
tluift shop, at 96 Fourth Street in 
Turners Falls, will extend its hour-s. 
Through Clu-ist:Inas, it will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 8 pm., Mondays 
tluough Saturdays. 

The Girls Club of Greenfield's 
Stonehenge fundraising project will 
be tl1e beneficia1y of tl1e montltly 
Soup and Games night held at 
Greenfield's Hope & Olive res
taurant tllis Monday, November 2 
from 5 to 8 p m. Stonehenge, located 
on Oak Hill Road in Leyden, was 
01-iginally built in the 1930s by tl1e 
Rotary Club for the Girl Scouts, and 
is in need of rehabilitation. 

The Girls Club will be hosting 
a buffet of locally-made soups and 
breads from ai·ea businesses. They 
will also be selling a fabulous aimy 
of baked goodies and have several 
gift baskets to raffle off. Hot soup, 
delicious breads, di-inks, desserts, 
and fun times witl1 your fi-iends will 
be the order for tl1e night. Please join 
and help raise funds to "Make Camp 
Stonehenge New Again." 

The 1940s Hit Parade annual 
benefit for Waim the Children re
turns to the Rendezvous on Friday, 
November 6 from 7 to 9 p.m. Any
one b1-inging in a donation, or a new 
aiticle of children's winter clotlling, 
will receive a free beer or wine on 
tl1e Hit Pai·ade. 

Our Lady of Peace Women's 
Group will be having their annual 
Dove of Peace Christmas Bazaar 
on Saturday, November 7, from 9 

am. to2p.m. 
There will be homemade crafts, 

multi-raffle table; baked goods, 
homemade apple pies; attic t:I·ea
sures; a cllildren's room; Chi-istmas 
items; gift baskets and much, much 
more. Lunch will be available at tl1e 
Clu-ist:Inas Cookie Cafe. The Bazaar 
takes place at Our Lady of Peace 
Church, at 90 Seventh St:I·eet, Turn
ers Falls. 

Wendell bas held a community 
meal most autumns of late, and this 
year's haivest <limier will be a "pot 
luck plus" in the town hall on Satur
day, November 7 at 5:30 pm. Orga
nizers Kathleen Leonai·d and Susan 
von Rai1son ai·e excited about us
ing the newly refurbished town hall 
kitchen for tl1e event. All ai·e invited. 

Donations received will go to 
help Michael and Gail Mason while 
Michael, a chef at the Brattleboro 
Retreat, recovers from injuries 
from a head-on collision in Gill a 
few weeks ago. 

Pait of the "plus" of the billing 
is a roast turkey Diemand Fann is 
donating, and coffee to be provid
ed by Patti Scutari at the Wendell 
Countiy Store. To help tl1e organiz
ers "keep it simple," Leonai·d asked 
tl1at attendees b1-ing tl1eir own plate 
and silve1ware, along witl1 a main or 
side dish or desse1t. Accompany it 
with a note about ingredients. 

Help with setup (at 4 pm.) and 
cleanup after the event will be ap
preciated. 

It's official: Bikes will be al
lowed in Turners Falls' Unity Skate
park, but under tl1e condition that 
bikes have no pegs, plastic pegs, or 
plastic sleeves cove1-ing their pegs. 

This is a compromise agreement 
reached after concerns were raised 
about bikes' impact on concrete 
parks, though the extent of that dam
age was a subject of debate. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@;nontagu.ereporter. o,g. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL Morey Walker: For Mayor of Greenfield 

WE HEAT 
FRANKLIN 
COUNTY 

By PATTY MOREY WALKER 

My name is Patty Morey Walk
er, and I am mruling for Mayor of 
Greenfield. 

I am grateful to tl1e Montague Re
porter for offe1-ing me the opp01tuni
ty to speak to its readers, my neigh
bors, and to shai·e a bit about myself 
while highlighting the differences 
between my opponent and me. Your 
supp01t is importai1t to me, even if 
you caimot vote for me. 

I was not born and raised in 
Greenfield. While some feel that 
is reason enough not to be elected, 
I know that I will bring an experi
enced and fresh perspective to the 
Mayor's office. Greenfield is chang
ing. There is a growing population 
of newcomers looking to sta1t their 
fanlilies, begin or continue their ca
reers, or in my case, for my pa1tner 
to move back to the town in which 
she was born and raised. 

I want to represent not an "old" 
Greenfield or a "new" Greenfield, 
but One Greenfield. The One Green
field that I see is growing economi
cally and offe11ng more vibrancy in 
its downtown, and whose schools ai·e 
getting better because of a collabora
tive approach between tl1e school 
and the town administration. I see a 
Greenfield tl1at is a leader in green 
i1litiatives. I'm committed to a One 
Greenfield tl1at is welcoming to all. 

At a debate last week witl1 the 
incumbent Mayor WIiiiam Martin, 
when asked about proactively seek
ing out business to grow economi
cally, the Mayor responded, "It is 
not the job of government to mai·ket 
itself to businesses." 

I would make marketing Green
field to businesses catering to our 
diverse socio-economic population 
a priority. 

I would b11ng to tl1e Mayor's of
fice a fresh energy unencurnbered 
by any political ties. I would b1-ing 
experience from working in the pub
lic and p11vate secto1-s, staiting my 
own business in Massachusetts and 
holding office as a Neighborhood 
Councilor. Most recently, I was the 
Franklin County Coordinator of the 
campaign for Maura Healy, our new 
Attorney General. 

At the debate, I questioned the 
incumbent about how he would 
use llis leadership to ensure that 
the growing population of people 
of color in Greenfield felt included 
in the community. Dm-ing my cam
paign, I have leained that some peo
ple have felt mai·ginalized, and that 
is a concern for me. 

The Mayor responded by accus
ing me and others of "manufactur
ing issues." 

Race and institutionalized rac
ism are not manufactured. Once 
elected Mayor, I will use my lead-

ership to ensure that all people 
feel welcome and suppo1ted in our 
great town. 

When asked about the tluee-pa1t 
plastics ban non-binding questions 
that will appeai· on the ballot on No
vember 3 in Greenfield, the Mayor 
responded, "Baruling plastics in 
Greenfield is not going to change the 
world." I feel differently. I suppo1t 
the community taking responsibility 
for our pa1t in addi·essing environ
mental protection and our impact on 
climate change. 

When I asked the incumbent to 
give his opi1lion of tl1e Kinder Mor
gan pipeline, he managed to avoid 
answe1-ing tl1e question altogether by 
asking me, "Where will the pipeline 
be in Greenfield?" He did manage 
to extol the vi1tues of the pipeline as 
saving our energy-staived area. 

I oppose tl1e pipeline. 
Greenfield is the county seat 

of Franklin County. I believe the 
leade1-ship of tl1e Mayor of Green
field should include suppo1ting its 
neighbors in opposing envirorunen
tal tlueats, promoting business that 
would se1ve all communities of 
Franklin County, and welcoming all 
to our shared community, regardless 
of race or etlmicity. 

I have been in this race since 
my aimouncement last Febrnary. 
While media coverage of this race 
has been light, I have built my 

campaign with the grassroots in 
mind by knocking upon doors, us
ing social media, standing out with 
signs, and having an open door in 
our downtown office. 

As the race enters its final week, 
we will be working to continue to 
get the word out, speaking to our 
neighbo1-s and local businesses, 
di·opping off literature, making 
phone calls and connecting with 
as many voters as possible. "Eve1y 
voter matters" has been our slogan 
- something that we believe in and 
in so many different ways. 

We invite you to join us in our 
eff01ts. One suppo1ter talking to a 
few fi-iends and spreading the word, 
wllile encouraging the community to 
get out and vote, has proven the best 
way to getting the message out. 

I am asking you for your sup
p01t. If you are a Greenfield voter, 
please remember to go to tl1e polls 
on November 3. If you are a neigh
bor, please consider sharing our 
campaign with someone who is a 
Greenfield voter. I pledge to create 
an inclusive, vibrant and engaging 
community for us all. 

Feel free to learn more about me 
and my issues on my website, www. 
electpattymoreywalker.com, and 
our Facebook page at "Patty Morey 
Walker for Mayo1~'. I welcome you 
to reach out witl1 questions and sup
p01t for our campaign. 
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MONTAGUE from pageA1 

At a recent meeting of the Frank
lin Regional Council of Govern
ments, representatives of the ten 
towns were told that they would be 
involved in the decision-making 
process. However, MBI director Eric 
Nakajima was then repo1ted to have 
said he would make a recommenda
tion to his boss, Pam Goldberg of the 
Massachusetts Technology Collab
orative. When pressed about towns' 
involvement in the decision, he was 
repo1ted to have replied that "they 
have the right to refuse." 

Hart expressed concern about the 
lack of communication with MBI. 
With all the delays, the process could 
take until the end of the year, making 
it difficult to obtain a required sec
ond town meeting vote establishing 
a Municipal Light Plant (MLP). He 
even suggested that there may have 
been "political pressw-e" from Com
cast for MBI to abandon the Mon
tague/Hardwick fiber-optic plan. 

"We don't know what's going 
on," he told the selectboard. "It's time 
to make some noise." The broadband 
committee requested a letter of sup
po1t from the selectboard to MBI, as 
well as to the town's representatives 
in the state legislature. 

The board approved this request, 
and directed town planner Walter 
Ramsey to produce a draft by the 
next meeting. 

"Silence is Acquiescence" 
Robert Adams came before the 

board to complain about the impact 
of the Greenfield Road - Hatche1y 
Road project on his prope1ty. Ad
ams owns a fa1m on Hatche1y Road, 
and has criticized a number of town 
actions, including the right of way 
that extends onto his prope1ty and 
the decision to reopen Greenfield 
Cross Road. 

Adams read a prepared state
ment which he handed to the board. 
It stated, in pa1t, that "someone has 
been authorized to trespass and 
place stakes on the field of this farm 
in anticipation of taking without 
compensation ... the town of Mon
tague has NEVER come to the table 
with any offer, but has sheepishly 
diverted the blame by pointing fin
gers and words at the state ... " 

At the conclusion of his state
ment, Adams asked if the board had 
"anything you wish to say at this 
point? Silence is acquiescence so 
choose carefully." 

Chair Michael Nelson respond
ed: "I'm losing half my front lawn. 
It's for the public good. Yow- two 
minutes are up... We will accept 
yow- letter, and send it on to town 
counsel." 

~••· r __, .. \ FRANKLIN COMMUNITY CO-OP 
------i "?-;;;;;::;~E/~: The co-op is committed to having healthy 

food within everyone's reach----check out 
our new Food For All program where 

SNAP & WIC recipients can recieve 
I 0% off their purchases. 

Stop in for an application. 

Two co-op store locations, 
everyone welcome, 

every day. 
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Riff's North 
Next on the agenda was a request 

by Riff's Incorporated to obtain a 
liquor license cw-rently owned by 
Kali B's on Avenue A. 

Riff's, which owns a restaurant 
and catering business in Easthamp
ton, will create a new restaurant 
called "Riff's No1th" in the cw-rent 
Kali B's space. 

Dw-ing the discussion, the new 
owners were asked if they intended 
to book music at the restaurant. 
They responded that there were no 
such plans at this time but noted 
the large outdoor patio adjacent to 
the building. They also noted that 
they were aware of the controversy 
over outdoor music in downtown 
Turners Falls. 

The selectboard approved the 
request. 

Expensive Pole Bases 
Bmce Hunter of the Franklin 

Regional Housing and Redevelop
ment Authority (HRA) came before 
the board requesting approval of 
two disbw-sements and a contract 
amendment for the Berkshire Design 
Group, which is the architect for the 
Avenue A streetscape project. 

Hunter also requested that the 
board review the change order 
for modifying the bases for the 
light poles to be installed on the 
Avenue. 

Town planner Walter Ramsey 
then came fo1ward for a hearing on 
transfel1'ing $5,000 from the com
munity development discretion
a1y fund to help pay for the pole 
bases. 

MJ Adams of the HRA request
ed that the board execute a letter 
to the state documenting various 
funding changes, totaling $50,000, 
to pay for the change order. She 
also requested that the board ap
prove a letter "finally" closing out 
the FY' 13 Community Develop
ment Block Grant program. 

Other Business 
Ramsey also requested pe1mis

sion to allow Barcroft Media to film 
at the Strathmore mill complex the 
next day. Barcroft, he said, would 
be creating footage for a "post
apocalyptic" video game. The 
shooting would involve a drone, 
for which he reported Barcroft had 
received pe1mission from the Air
po1t Collllnission. 

The selectboard approved the 
request, with one member noting 
that the Strathmore was indeed 
post-apocalyptic. 

The selectboard, transformed 
into the personnel board, voted to 
change the status of police chief 
Charles Dodge to Grade I, Step 5 

as ofNovember 15, 2015. 
This designation canies a sala1y 

of $86,934 plus incentive pay. Ac
cording to town accountant Carolyn 
Olsen, Dodge had previously been 
at Grade I, Step 3, earning $81,899 
plus incentives. 

Under the catego1y of the "town 
administrator's report," the board 
voted to accept gifts and create a 
special fund to finance a police K-
9 vehicle; voted to transfer "FY'l6 
Local Cultural Council funds from 
the Mass Cultural Council to the lo
cal cultural council account for the 
Montague Cultural Council"; and 
voted to approve the recently ne
gotiated collective bargaining with 
the Town of Montague Employee 
Association (TOMEA), which ex
pires at the end of next July. 

The board then retired to 
executive session, to 
discuss litigation. u 

FOOTBALL from page A 1 

and 1, Coach Lapointe decided to 
punt. 

On their next possession, Lee got 
all the way down to the Blue 9 but 
on fomth down, an incomplete pass 
gave Tm11ers back the ball. Unable 
to get a first down themselves, Turn
ers punted again, and Lee got the 
ball on the 48. Fow-plays later, they 
scored on a 9-yard pass play and at 
9:52 of the second quruter, the score 
was 6-0 Lee. 

Jalen Sanders had a wonderful 
kick return for the Tribe, ru1d wasn't 
brought down until he reached the 
47. When their next drive failed, 
Turners was yet again forced to punt. 
Jalen booted the ball and it was fair
caught on the Wildcats' 12. 

The Blue D did their prut, and 
when Colby Dobias recovered a 
fumble on the Wildcats'23, it looked 
like Tmners would finally have their 
chance. 

The dynrunic duo of Jalen Sru1d
ers and Quinn Doyle gave the Tribe 
a third-and-3 from the 5-yru·d line, 
but a 5-yru·d loss, followed by an in
terception, ended the Blue threat. 

In the past few years, Tmners 
Falls has nm wonderful 2-minute 
offenses, often scoring with just sec
onds left on the clock. This method
ical hm1y-up game plan has padded 
leads, kept the Tribe in games, and 
even won a few grunes. Scoring at 
the end of the first half cru1 affect the 
momentum of the grune and serve to 
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demoralize your opponents. 
However, in Friday's game, it 

was Lee that scored last in the first 
half. With 13.6 seconds left on the 
clock, they completed a 19-yru·d 
pass for the score. And after get
ting the 2-pointer, the Wildcats en
tered the locker room leading by 
14. Tmners was down by two full 
touchdowns. 

In the second half, both teruns 
went for it on fomth down, and 
both teams turned the ball over on 
downs. On their second possession 
of the half, Turners finally scored. 

Tionne Brown completed a 45-
yru·d pass to Jack Dru·ling with 3 
minutes left in the third quarter. 
Tyler Lavin kicked the PAT and 
suddenly, Tmners was back in the 
game, 14-7. 

But Tw-ners was unable to 
score again, and Lee added two 
more touchdowns, putting the fi
nal score 27-7. 

Tionne Brown completed five 
passes for 91 yru·ds, and threw a 
touchdown and two interceptions. 
Jalen Sanders, Jack Darling, Quinn 
Doyle, and Owen Ortiz each had re
ceptions. Quinn Doyle, Jalen Sand
ers and Jack Darling cru11ed the 
ball for the T11be. Dru·ling scored 
6 points, and Lavin added the I -
pointer. 

Tm11ers will next travel to 
Springfield to take on 

Cathedral on Saturday, 1-■.., 
October 31 at 1 p m. ~ 

NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Town Meeting, Selectboard 
Brace for "Difficult Tax Year" 

By ANN TWEEDY 

A special town meeting was held 
on Tuesday night, October 27 in 
Leverett, where two wanant articles 
were unanimously approved by the 
finance conunittee and the voting 
residents. 

The first was the teclmical step of 
voting to appropriate the $205,000 to 
cover the abatement liabilities in the 
event the Massachusetts Appellate 
Tax Board decides in favor of the 
Kittredge Estate abatement request 
made by prope1ty manager Brure 
Tozloski. The Appellate Tax Board, 
moving ve1y slowly, has failed to 
reach a decision on the matter. 

The second wrurant ruticle trans
fel1'ed the $1,038.20 in funds for a 
FY' 15 bill, for a bulletproof vest for 
the police deprutment. 

Selectboard member Julie Shively 
answered a question from the floor 
about the funding, by explaining 
that if the town wins the appeal, that 
money would be in play. Shively 
also announced that Tozloski has 
requested another abatement for the 
next fiscal year. 

Tom Powers of the finance com
mittee explained that the budget 
cuts to depaitments would likely 
continue, and expressed that it 
would be a ve1y difficult tax year 
for a variety of reasons. 

A regular selectboru·d meeting 
followed the special town meeting. 
Two new hires were officiated: Miho 
Connolly as the town's conservation 
agent, and Jason Noschese as the 
collector/treasmer. 

The selectboard signed two 
grant applications, one for the Cul
tural Council and the other for the 
Council on Aging. 

The boru·d is working out a con-

crete time and date in the first week 
of November to meet with final can
didates for the highway superinten
dent job, and affirmed that this infor
mation would be posted beforehru1d, 
and that the meetings would be open 
to the public. 

The board approved the request 
by administrative assessor Stephen 
Schmidt for a single tax rate, rather 
than a split one. Schmidt explained 
that commerciaVindusti'ial property 
represents only 1 % of Leverett's tax 
base, and that a split rate would rep
resent a difference of only 39 cents. 

Stephen also communicated 
that the excess levy capacity (the 
maximum amount a town can tax 
prope1ty owners under Proposition 
2 ½) for FY' 16 was the lowest he 
had ever seen. 

Town administrator Ma1jorie 
McGinnis addressed the prelimi
nary stages of an application to the 
Community Preservation Coalition 
(CPC) funds for the old highway ga
rage next to the safety complex. She 
said that its late-1940s I early-1950s 
constiuction was not off the mru·k in 
tenns of preservation to make a us
able space in an historic disti'ict. 

Selectboard member Tom Han
kinson shared his research, wider
taken at the suggestion of the town's 
lawyer, on the issue of safely stor
ing town emails for all departments. 
He discussed the fees associated 
with more robust online storage ser
vices, capabilities offered by com
panies such as Gmail, and whether 
it would be more cost-efficient and 
effective to store them on a separate 
backup server. 

Crocker Commmlications does 
offer email service to the town, al
though their long-te1m storage is 
compru·atively limited. 
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Melissa Murphy and Brenda Gravelle found cooking with locally sourced produce for Gill 
Elementary students rewarding, but challenging. “Along with the farmers, Melissa and Brenda 

are the ones that made the meal happen,” said food service manager Mistelle Hannah.
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“Serving Western Mass for Over 100 Years”
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400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA • 413-863-4346

Since 1910

Ms. Hannah chose to eliminate all 
processed foods from the meal as her 
way of representing this theme.

Many schools have recently made 
commitments to sourcing food locally 
and educating around food issues. Our 
district is a member of Massachusetts 
Farm-to-School. Farm-to-School asks 
that members have a local food item 
featured on their menu at least twice a 
month, and Ms. Hannah explained that 
her department tries to serve at least one 
local item every single day. 

Food Day made clear, however, some 
of the obstacles to serving exclusively 
locally-sourced, fresh foods. 

One issue is the staffing and equip-
ment in each kitchen. In Gill, for ex-
ample, two cooks make lunch using 
only two burners, for just under a hun-
dred rapidly growing children. Cooking 
meals from scratch requires a lot more 
time, and more training, than what’s 
needed now. 

While this is a challenge, it also of-
fers rewards for the cooks in the realms 
of job satisfaction and karma. As Bren-
da Gravelle, the main cook at Gill El-
ementary, remarked, “To see the kids eat 
healthy vegetables… was huge for me.”

Another barrier is cost. For the event 
last week, Gill’s Upinngil Farm donated 
half of the produce, and Wendell’s Die-
mand Farm donated all of the eggs. Nor-
mally the price of these goods would be 
much higher. 

And, finally, some cultural changes 
would have to take place. People do 
not automatically like all foods – they 
need to learn to eat them. Referring to 
the teenagers’ recalcitrant palates, Ms. 
Hannah said, “If you change [the menu] 
100%, you’re going to get 100% resis-
tance.” 

Making effective, large-scale chang-
es in the school’s diet will require extra 
learning time in an already-busy day, as 
well as educators willing to lead public 
schools in a direction that most have not 

yet taken.
The Gill-Montague school district 

gets most of its food from a few sources. 
They order some foods at a contracted 
price from distributors Thurston Foods 
and Simos & Co. 

To keep expenses low, the district 
also purchases a lot of USDA commod-
ity foods at below-market rates. 

Most of these USDA foods are 
shipped canned, dried, or frozen. Be-
sides providing low-cost staples to 
schools around the country, the second 
purpose of the commodity food program 
is to buy surpluses, benefiting the largest 
agricultural producers by propping up 
the price of their products at market.

The district also gets produce through 
a Department of Defense program called 
DoD Fresh. This program began in 1996 
when the logistical geniuses at the De-
fense Personnel Support Center, which 
supplies military installations with fresh 
fruits and vegetables, began supplying 
schools as well.

With Food Day, the Gill-Montague 
School District is taking great steps to-
ward providing better lunches, forging 
meaningful connections with farmers, 
and giving youth a true taste of the land 
we live on. 

People and institutions form new 
habits incrementally, and Food Day was 
an important push for both the cafeterias 
and students. “The more kids are ex-
posed to this, the more they’re receptive 
to eating it,” Ms. Hannah explained. 

The cafeteria is an important place to 
engage students’ senses and minds in a 
very different way than in the classroom, 
and Food Day made hundreds of youth 
more aware of the far-reaching implica-
tions of what’s for lunch. 

Referring to her students, Gravelle 
said, “they really gave me two thumbs 
up!” 

I think that we can echo that senti-
ment in honoring the work that all the 
cooks, farmers, and management 
put into Food Day.

By PETE WACKERNAGEL

October 24 officially became National Food 
Day in 2008, and since then the non-profit or-
ganization Food Day has sponsored thousands 
of events on this date across the country. 

While Food Day has on its advisory board 
many of the big names in the food movement, 
people like author Michael Pollan and chefs 
Dan Barber and Alice Waters, it was much less 
familiar to me than certain other food obser-
vances. 

For example, I’ve been aware for years that 
June 5 is National Donut Day, because I can-
not refuse Dunkin’ Donuts’ offer of a free fried, 
frosted zero. 

But it turns out there are actually 214 na-
tional food days, of various sorts, in America. 
Last month, we were supposed to observe, as a 
nation, the significance of a dish, fruit, or veg-
etable on every day except for the 8th, 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th. 

And many dates honor two or more foods. 
Some of these combinations make sense – for 
example, celebrating National Coffee Day and 
National Biscotti day together. But I don’t 
know if it’s wise, or even possible, to celebrate 
a National Double Cheeseburger/Linguine/
Cheese Toast/Crème de Menthe Day each Sep-
tember 15. 

This publication week alone, we are encour-
aged to celebrate oatmeal on Thursday, candy 
corn on Friday, candy apples on Saturday, vin-
egar and fried clams on Sunday, deviled eggs 
on Monday, sandwiches on Tuesday, and candy 
on Wednesday (after all, it’s cheaper after Hal-
loween).

Other countries are apparently not nearly as 
interested in such celebrations as Americans. 
The U.K. and Canada each have three food 
days. 

Brazil has the second-most, with eight, and 
Italy only celebrates National Espresso Day. 
As a side note, Italy is also the first country, 
as of last month, to bring an espresso machine 
into space.

But why is there this international disparity 
in days of nationwide recognition? 

One reason seems to be that Americans, who 
should technically wait for an act of Congress, 
can instead just call any day their own, espe-
cially if they are looking to sell a certain prod-
uct or otherwise modify the cultural fabric. 

A North Dakota-based company called Na-
tional Day Calendar provides a service through 
which, for a reasonable four-figure fee, any-
one can register a National Day. Registration 
comes with a press release, a 20” x 30” framed 
certificate, a proclamation sent to 15,000 media 
outlets, and inclusion in a daily radio address 
heard, they claim, on hundreds of stations.

FOOD DAY from page a1

Meet the farmers: Upinngil Farm’s Isaac Bingham and his son August were among the community members 
who stopped by Gill Elementary during Food Day last Friday. Not pictured was August’s mom, Sorrel Hatch. 

Cafeteria supervisor Brenda Gravelle served up a harvest stew she made with produce from the farm.

Wait, Hundreds of  Food Days?
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ERVING from page A 1 
screening committee to review ap
plications, conduct preliminruy in
te1views, and check references. 

The screeners will then recom
mend "three to four solid candi
dates who have the technical skills 
ru1d competencies" to the select
boru·d for the administrative coor
dinator position. 

Currently Arthur Johnson and 
Jacob Smitl1, two of the select
boru·d 's tluee members, sit on that 
screening committee. But Ko
bayashi advised the boru·d against 
including a majority of its mem
bers on the committee, because 
then tl1e nrunes ru1d resumes of tl1e 
initial applicru1ts could not be kept 
confidential under state open meet
ing law. 

Fire chief Philip Wonkka, him
self a screening committee mem
ber, joked that Johnson and Smitl1 
could aim wrestle to decide who 
stays on the committee. According 
to Kobayashi, that decision can be 
put off until early Januruy. 

"The biggest risk," Kobayashi 
said, "is to have to make a choice 
between cru1didates who ru·e me
diocre ... What you get in the end 
[ with this process] ru·e good choic
es." 

Kobayashi told the selectboru·d 
that candidates would be recruited 
in November and December, and 
screened in January, with finalists 
recommended to the boru·d by the 
end of that month. 

Procedures 
Selectboru·d chair William 

Bembmy recently sent a memo to 
deprutment heads noting tl1at town 
policy requires all employee time 
sheets, including those of deprut
ment heads, be signed by supe1vi
sors. 

In tl1e case of most deprutment 
heads, the supe1visor is the select
boru·d, so tl1e time sheets ru·e signed 
at the time wammts for town ex
penditures ru·e signed. But for li
brruy director Barbara Friedman, 
the supervisor is the three-member 
boru·d oflibrruy trustees. 

Friedman wrote to the select
boru·d saying that in her seven 
yeru-s as a town employee, she has 
not been required to have tmstee 
signatures previously, ru1d that get
ting them was inconvenient for 
both her ru1d the trustees. 

Johnson obse1ved that getting 
the signatures was "a small incon
venience," and was necessa1y for 
checks and balances. 

Treasurer Margaret Sullivan 
said that, over the yeru-s, "tl1e trea
surer's office has asked her to get 
the trustees to sign," but Friedman 
has not done tl1at. 

Smith noted that, as he reviews 
the suppo1ting documentation for 
warrants, he sees some deprut
ments with supe1visor-signed 
timesheets, and some with missing 
signatures. 

Treasurer's assistru1t Julie 
Wonkka added that the signature 
policy "had never been an enforced 
policy." 

Smith said that, whatever had 
been done it the past, the policy 
would be enforced going f01wru·d. 

Bembmy said he would send 
depa1tment heads another memo 
confinning this. 

The board decided that pur
chase orders will be required for all 
town purchases. Each deprutment 
is expected to develop purchase 
order codes that include deprut
ment codes, dates, and purchaser 
initials. Depa1tment heads will be 
required to keep track of the pur
chase order codes. Written pur
chase order codes will be required 
for purchases over $2,500, and 
signed contracts for all purchases 
over $10,000. 

Law·el Lake Trash 
Jim Plourde, a prope1ty owner 

on No1th Shore Road, wrote tl1e 
board asking the town to supply 
a dmnpster for No1th Shore Road 
prope1ty owne1-s for six months 
of tl1e yeru·. The road is not acces
sible for the Duseau Tmcking trash 
haulers, so the prope1ty owners at 
the seasonal cabins do not have 
trash pickup se1vice as tl1e rest of 
town does. 

Planning boru·d member Jac
quelyn Boyden suggested that 
these prope1ty owners could pick 
up trash bag stickers at town hall, 
and stack bags at town hall parking 
lot for pickup by Duseau. 

Debra S1nith commented that 
a pile of trash bags would "make 
town hall look really bad." 

Philip Wonkka suggested that 
the town have a conve1-sation witl1 
the state's Laurel Lake Recreation 
Area to see if No1th Shore Road 
trash could be combined with rec
reation area trash. 

The board decided to reseru-d1 
trash removal options and costs 
and consider the matter at another 
meeting. 

Other Business 
The board approved a 36-month, 

$4,967 lease for a folder/inse1ter 
machine, to inse1t bills ru1d other 
docmnents into envelopes. 

Municipal clerk Betsy Sicard 
said tl1e machine could be used by 
the tax collector, assess01-s, treasur
er's office, and possibly the town 
clerk, for mass mailings, such as 
prope1ty tax bills and town census 
fonns. 

Bembmy repo1ted that the boil
er at the Pearl B. Care Historical 
Building had failed, and that a new 
boiler had been ordered. He said 
highway foreman Glen McCro1y 
was investigating installing insula
tion at the building. 

The board approved tl1e police 
depa1tment's body-worn camera 
policy. Police chief Chris Blair has 
mandated that all officers use body 
cameras at all times while on duty. 

The boru·d approved creation of 
an animal control officer revolving 
account ru1d signed a memoranduni 
of understru1ding with Bernardston, 
allowing Johnson, the ACO, to 

be paid for work done as 1-■.., 
Bernru·dston's ACO. ~ 
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towns in the path of the pipeline 
doctllilent potential environmental 
impacts. Towns have allocated funds 
for tllis purpose, including $13,750 
approved by a recent special town 
meeting in Montague. 

However, rarely has FERC reject
ed a proposed pipeline project as a re
sult of environmental impacts. FERC 
officials tend to view tl1e extensive 
scoping process as proof tl1at federal 
decision-making is sensitive to local 
concerns. 

Then there is the cmcial question 
of whether there is a "public ne
cessity" for the project. As of now, 
TGP is asking for a pipeline that can 
move 1.2 billion cubic feet per day, 
but only has contracts, or "precedent 
agreements," for less than half of 
that capacity. 

At one time, FERC judged tl1e 
need for a pipeline on whetl1er tl1e 
pipeline company had obtained suf
ficient long-tenn contracts for gas to 
make the project economically vi
able. Tllis generally meant that proj
ects like NED needed to show con
tracts to fill neru·ly all the proposed 
capacity. 

This approach changed rather 
dramatically in September 1999, 
when FERC issued a new set of cri
teria to evaluate need. According to 
the new policy, "aliliough contracts 
or precedent agreements always 
will be impo1tant evidence of de
mand for a project, the Commission 
will no longer require an applicant 
to present contracts for any specific 
percentage of the new capacity." 
(88 FERC ,r 61,227) 

FERC's new criteria involved a 
complicated balru1cing test to deter
mine whereby the proposed pipe
line's adverse effects on existing 
customers, customers of competing 
pipelines, ru1d lru1downers could be 
balanced by the project's benefits: "if 
residual adverse effects on tl1e tl1ree 
interests are identified, then tl1e Com
mission will proceed to evaluate tl1e 
project by balancing ilie evidence of 
public benefits to be achieved against 
tl1e residual adve1-se effects." 

Public benefits can include a broad 
range of facto1-s: "meeting llllServed 
demand, eliminating bottlenecks, ac
cess to new supplies, lower costs to 
consume1-s, providing new intercon
nects tl1at improve ilie interstate grid, 
providing competitive alternatives, 
increasing electric reliability, or ad
vancing clean air objectives ... " 

Critics of natural gas pipelines ru·
gue that iliese criteria are badly out
dated. According to Elaine Mroz, in 
a public comment to FERC regru·ding 
tl1e TGP project: 

"The nation's energy picture has 
changed significantly since [ 1999], 
and even more dramatically in tl1e 
past 5-7 yea1-s. Domestic fossil fuel 
production has increased dramati
cally, and controversially. At tl1e 
same time technological advru1ces in 
solru·, wind, batte1y storage ru1d con
se1vation have radically shifted tl1e 
public's view of what is possible in 
tl1e near future ... " 

TGP, on the oilier hand, may well 
stress tl1at tl1e "public necessity" 

for the project is shown by energy 
prices in New England, pa1ticularly 
high electric prices during ilie win
ter months. High prices, it is argued, 
occm· when electric generat01-s must 
compete witl1 tl1e demands of homes 
and businesses iliat use natural gas 
for heating, and would be prevented 
by expru1ding total pipeline capacity. 

The problem with this scenario 
has been iliat ilie companies iliat 
generate electricity have been un
willing to enter into long-term con
tracts wiili pipeline companies. This 
has meant iliat there are insufficient 
contracts to finance new pipelines 
and to show FERC iliat a pipeline 
proposal is economically viable. 
None of the contract agreements 
funding the proposed NED project, 
for example, are destined to fuel the 
regional electric grid. 

This is where a recent decision 
by tl1e Massachusetts Deprutment of 
Public Utilities (DPU) could prove to 
be a cmcial piece of the puzzle. 

The DPU decision 

seems to better benefit the 

Access Northeast project, a 

collaboration of a pipeline 

company and several utilities 

including Eversource. 

DPU Lets Dishibutors Buy Gas 
On October 2, the DPU mled iliat 

electric distribution companies, like 
Eversource and National Grid, have 
the right to purchase natural gas 
through long-te1m contracts wiili 
pipeline companies. The gas will 
then be "released" to electric gen
erating companies, presumably at 
lower prices than would be available 
on the spot market. 

The result could be lower gas and 
electricity prices for customers. But 
the DPU also mled, controversially, 
that electric companies could pass 
the up-front cost of those contracts 
on to ratepayers. 

The idea of electricity and gas dis
tributors making long-te1m contracts 
has been on and off the table for ilie 
last several years. In tl1e spring of 
2014 the concept was proposed by 
several electric companies ru1d by an 
orgrulization called the "New Eng
land States Committee on Electric
ity" (NESCOE), which claims to rep
resent New Englru1d's governors on 
energy issues. The concept lay dor
mant until last April, when ilie Baker 
admi11istration's Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affai1-s 
(EEA) called on the DPU to initiate 
an investigation. 

It should perhaps be noted that 
NESCOE, which played a key role 
in initiating the idea of electric com
panies purchasing natural gas, in
cludes DPU officials. The DPU, in 
tmn, is pa1t of the EEA, which not 
only requested the investigation but 
also filed the main brief arguing in 
favor of ilie proposal. 

The process, it turned out, was 
more than an investigation: it cul
minated in new regulations that 
could have a major impact on state 
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energy policy. 
While the final decision 1night 

seem a bit preordained, there was an 
extensive debate over botl1 energy 
and legal issues. Documents submit
ted by vru-ious stakeholde1-s provide 
excellent sources for iliose interested 
in evidence for and against tl1e need 
for more pipelines. Supporte1-s of tl1e 
EEA's proposal, which included elec
ti-ic companies, manufactm-ing inter
ests and of course the TGP, focused 
heavily on the impact oflimited pipe
line capacity on electi-ic rates. 

Opponents included environmen
tal groups like ilie Conse1vation Law 
Foundation; the New England Power 
Generato1-s Association; and GDF 
Suez, a multinational that impo1ts liq
uefied natural gas into tl1e region. 

They argued tl1at the proposal's 
impact on electi-ic rates is a matter of 
conjecture, and tl1at the fifty-day-per
yeru· sho1tfall in gas supply can be 
approp11ately handled by using more 
imported liquefied natural gas. 

There was also a lengthy debate 
over whether the DPU has ilie legal 
mandate to issue such ru1 order, ru1d 
wheilier it followed tl1e required mle
making process. 

These will be key issues in an ap
peal filed by Conse1vation Law Foun
dation ru1d GDF Suez to the state's 
Supreme Judicial Comt. 

The impact of ilie decision on 
TGP's federal application is a matter 
of speculation. One cru1 expect the 
company to point to the DPU mling 
as evidence that it will be able to fill 
its remaining capacity. But it is un
clear how the new policy will be im
plemented, and whether it will hold 
up in the comts. And any conn-acts 
witl1 elech-ic companies will require 
numerous public heru-ings ru1d tl1e 
DPU's approval. 

The DPU decision seems to better 
benefit the Access Nortl1east project, 
a collaboration of a pipeline compru1y 
called Specti-a and several utilities in
cluding Eve1-source. Access No1th
east, which would expand an existing 
pipeline tl1ough Connecticut to east
ern Massachusetts, is designed to de
liver gas to lru·ge electric generators. 
It has been po1trayed as a competitor 
witl1 ilie TGP. 

And the total amount of pipeline 
capacity envisioned by both proj
ects together could suggest "over
build," something FERC in theo1y 
seeks to avoid. 

Article 97 and Sandisfield 
Another wild card is the status 

of A1ticle 97. Passed in 1972 as an 
amendment to the state constitution, 
the a1ticle created a public right to 
"clean air and water, freedom from 
excessive and unnecessaiy noise, 
and the natural, scenic, histo11c 
and esthetic qualities of ilieir 
enviromnent. .. " 

It went on to stipulate tl1at "lai1ds 
and easements acquired or taken for 
such purposes shall not be used for 
oilier pmposes or oilierwise disposed 
of except by laws enacted by a two
iliirds vote, taken by yeas and neas, of 
each brai1ch of the general comt." 

In oilier words, the legislatme 
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must approve any use or ''taking" of 
lands set aside for conservation for 
other purposes. The TGP pipeline 
would pass through numerous of 
these, including a large section of the 
Montague Plains. 

Whether the refusal of the legisla
ture to approve an Alticle 97 taking 
could block an interstate project like 
the pipeline is an open question. The 
federal government, after all, has 
authority over interstate commerce 
under the U.S. Constitution. 

But a recent request for an Ar
ticle 97 vote by the legislature on 
a different project puts the issue on 
the front burner. 

The project is called the Con
necticut Expansion Project, designed 
to expand an existing TGP pipeline 
in that state. A small po1tion of that 
pipeline travels through the south
west comer of Massachusetts. TGP 
wishes to create a new "loop" in the 
town of Sandisfield that would pass 
through the Otis State Forest. 

The company requested that state 
legislators from the region sponsor 
a bill to approve the Chapter 97 tak
ing, but they are rep01ted to have re
fused. Instead, a representative from 
Hingham named Garrett Bradley has 
proposed the measure, numbered H. 
3690. There will be a hearing on it 
at the State House's Gardner Audito
rium at 11 a.m. on November 10. 

Pipeline opponents are calling 
the bill a "test case" for the leg
islature's attitude regarding pipe
lines and A1ticle 97. It is somewhat 
curious that the pipeline company 
would request such a measure, 
since a vote either up or down 
would appear to support the argu
ment that the state lawmakers have 
veto power over pipeline projects. 

In any case, the legislature will re
cess for the holidays before Thanks
giving so unless there is a quick vote 
following the hearing, no action will 
be taken until the new year. 

One Less Nuke 
A final development that could 

impact the state-level pipeline de
bate is the announcement of the 

PUMPKINS from page A 1 

Deb Bourbeau, who oversaw 
a pumpkin-counting station in 
front of Subway, one of two such 
stations. 

"That's it?" Bourbeau said 
when she heard Nelson's esti
mate. "Our booth did 500 - we 
had the No1thfield [parent-teach
er organization] check in, and 
they had 304 pumpkins. He may 
want to check his figures." 

She said the counting station at 
Seventh Street opened two hours 
earlier, and was near the shuttle 
drop-off. 

But Nelson confinned that the 
Second Street booth "did end up 
having a larger quantity turned in 
this year," and said the total was 
indeed 725. 

He added that about three hun
dred pumpkins were ca1ved onsite 

closing of Massachusetts' last nu
clear power plant, Plymouth's Pil
grim Nuclear Generating Station, 
in 2019. The plant, which sup
plies energy for the regional grid, 
had not appeared on recent lists of 
generators destined for imminent 
retirement. 

Although the plant closing ap
peared as something of a surprise, 
another wild card thrown into the 
natural gas pipeline debate, there 
were prior indications that the fa
cility's years were numbered. 

Last spring, UMass completed a 
study that evaluated the economic 
impact of a closing on the Plymouth 
and the region. In September, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
downgraded the plant's safety rating 
to the lowest level. It is said to re
quire millions of dollars in repairs. 

ISO New England, which ad
ministers the regional power grid 
and must approve Pilgrim's decom
missioning, immediately linked the 
loss of Pilgrim's 680-MW capacity 
to a potential increase in demand 
for natural gas: 

"Even before Pilgrim :S an
nouncement, more than 3,500 
MW, or approximately 10%, of 
New England :S generation has re
cently retired or will retire over 
the next few years. Wzth Pilgrim :S 
announcement, recent and pending 
retirements will total nearly 4,200 
MW by June 1, 2019. 

"These retiring resources are 
mostly older generating plants that 
use oil, coal, and nuclear. Of the 
11,000 MW of proposed new gen
eration, two-thirds would use natu
ral gas and most of the rest would 
use wind to generate power. " 

But those predictions are subject 
to debate. 

According to Greg Cunningham 
of the Conse1vation Law Founda
tion, "We are concerned about the 
apparent enthusiasm around the 
states for a leap to fill this void 
[ created by nuclear plant closings] 
with natural gas plants ... 

"It's heading us in the wrong 
direction." u 

this year, under the auspices of 
Montague Parks and Recreation. 
Pumpkins were donated by Patter
son Frum and Mount Toby Farm. 

Montague police dispatch logs 
noted ve1y little disturbance Sat
urday, besides two complaints 
about pai·ked cai·s, a crash on 
Montague City Road, and an un
wanted pa1ty at a downtown bar. 

According to Nelson, there is 
ctmently no plan to make a bid 
for Keene's 2013 world record, 
which surpassed 30,000 lit jack 
o'lanterns. 

"I would love to set a personal 
record for the event," he said, 
explaining that in its first year, 
Turners saw around 1,200 pump
kins. "I would love if we could 
double our numbers from 
this year next yeai·." u 
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NOTES FROM THE WENDELL SELECTBOARD 

Museum Artifacts Sought; 
Maggie Houghton Resigns 

By JOSH HEINEMANN 

Pam Richardson came to the 
Wendell selectboai·d's October 21 
meeting to tell board members that 
she had located eight Native Ameri
can a1tifacts that were uneaithed in 
Wendell in the late 19th and eai·Iy 
20th centuries. 

These aitifacts - an affow head, 
two ax heads, a splitting maul, a 
five-pound stone pestle, a piece of 
a decorated clay pot, and a piece of 
a decorated ceremonial stone pipe -
are being stored, but not exhibited, in 
a back room ofHa1vai·d University's 
Peabody Museum of AI·cheology 
and Ethnology. 

The pieces have not been dated 
precisely, but they are all from the 
''woodland" period, 1,000 B.C. to 
l,600 A.D. The stone pestle and cer
emonial pot suggest that the people 
who used them were not just pass
ing through the area or on a hunting 
expedition, but were staying in one 
place for some time, possibly for en
campments year after year. 

Richardson said she leained about 
their existence during an Old Home 
Day conversation with John Wilson, 
whose great-grandpai·ents lived in an 
elegant house, no longer standing, 
where the Pine Brook Camp & Con
ference Center now sits. 

She went to see the aitifacts. The 
Peabody Museum is willing to lend 
them for viewing in Wendell for a 
mere $150 each, plus other expense, 
and with the assurance that they will 
be locked up, at least in a glass case. 

Selectboai·d chair Christine 
Heard asked why the cost was so 
high, and Richardson answered that 
the musemn 1101mally lends them 
out to other museums and institu
tions with more money, and Iai·ger 
endowments, than this small west
ern Massachusetts town has. 

Prepaimg for this selectboard 
meeting, she had written a letter 
asking museum authorities to lower 
the cost, conside1mg Wendell's size 
and budget constraints, and she gave 
that letter to board members to sign, 
which they willingly did. 

ACO Resignation 
On October 17, Maggie Hough

ton, Wendell's long time animal 
control officer, picked up a dog who 
had lost his collar and was found 
wande1mg. 

Houghton no longer keeps dogs at 
her house, and because the sheriff's 
kennel closes at 1 p m. on Saturdays, 
Houghton brought the dog there. 
The kennel doesn't open again until 
Monday morning. The dog's owner 
was upset because it meant the dog 
would be in the shelter until then, and 
wrote an email on the town's listse1v 
expressing her fiustration. 

That email generated a flm1y of 
responses, some praising Hough-

ton's decades of dedicated service to 
the town, some defending the qual
ity of care at the shelter, and some in 
sympathy with the owner. 

The emails also fiustrated Hough
ton, and she submitted a resignation 
letter to the selectboai·d, delivered at 
this meeting, and effective as soon 
as a replacement is hired. She gave 
three possible names. 

Selectboard member Jeoffrey 
Pooser said, ''That's easy, we just 
don't appoint another person." 

But more seriously the board 
members were shocked because 
Houghton has been a Wendell fix
ture for decades, known for her 
love of dogs, and her kind treat
ment of animals she has had to 
shelter. The boai·d hoped she might 
be convinced to change her mind, 
and decided to send her a letter 
asking her to reconsider. 

Solar Tax Chat 
Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich, 

reporting back from her review of 
how other towns deal with prope1ty 
taxes for large solai· installations, 
said that there is a range of agree
ments for assessments, varying from 
$8 to $12 million per megawatt. 

The equipment is expensive, and 
taxing it as personal prope1ty could 
stop companies from building and 
operating a system. Dan Mascroft 
and Haskell Wedin of Sunnectivity 
LLC came to the selectboard's Oc
tober 7 meeting to learn the town's 
intentions so they can project costs, 
and restait work, on a 2-MW solar 
installation they have plalllled on pri
vate land in Wendell. 

Whatever agreement is made 
will need town meeting approval, 
but there is a thought floating that 
governor Baker will agree to lift
ing the cap on Iai·ge-scale solai· net 
mete1mg, and if that happens, Mas
croft and Werlin want to be ready to 
act. To be ready to act, they need to 
know their expenses. 

Pooser said that it might be 
enough to let them know what the 
selectboai·d and assessors intend, 
with the understanding that no deci
sion would be made until the town 
meeting approves it. 

Heat Pumps? 
Energy committee chair Nan 

Riebschlaeger and member Laurie 
DiDonato presented the boai·d with 
several proposals for using some of 
the grant money that Wendell eai11ed 
by becoming a Green Community. 

The largest energy savings, and 
also the most expensive project, is 
most likely replacement and repair of 
the town hall heating system ducts. 
Whittier Plumbing is not interested 
in the duct work, but suggested in
stalling heat pumps, mini splits, at a 
cost of$23,000. 

David Facey estimated that re-

placing and repamng tile ducts 
would cost $24,000, and Whittier 
suggested keeping the oil furnaces 
and installing the heat pumps. Heat 
pmnps also can provide air con
ditioning, but as heaters they lose 
tlleir effectiveness when tempera
tures are very low. They are more 
suitable in the mid Atlantic states 
than in New England. 

A decision can wait for tile next 
selectboai·d meeting. 

Librarian Rosie Heidkamp would 
replace tile libra1y's fluorescent 
lights with LED's at a cost of$5,700 
of which tile town would have to pay 
$1,400, witll an annual savings esti
mated at $175. 

Riebschlaeger also said tllat roof 
and roof supp01t repair which are 
needed in tile highway garage and 
fire station should be made strong 
enough so the well-situated soutll
facing roof can support solai· panels. 
The problem of snow sliding off tllat 
roof and blocking tile do01ways has 
been addressed, so far, by tile quick 
work of the road crew. 

Other Business 
Kathleen Leonard is organizing 

a "paitial potluck" haivest dillller, 
scheduled for Saturday, November 
7, to benefit Wendell citizens Gail 
and Mike, and asked for tile fee for 
use of tile kitchen and town hall to be 
waived. The selectboai·d agreed. 
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WWW. UPJNNClL.C0M 

UPINNGIL 
Food You Need from Lile Land You Lo·ve 

> Stacey Pinardi 
lt 

Mortgage Planner 
MA NML5 •436661 

spinardi@regencymtg.com 
www.1e9tncymt9.com 

CELL (413) 522-3962 
DIRECT (888) 646-5626 
OFFICE (413) 475-6001 

FAX (877) 688-7557 

REGENCY 
i,iM-IH·liiW♦l·l+itlil1II 

21 Mohawk Trail, PMB 259 
Greenfield, Ml\ 01301 

C0tPQr11f NMLS 11935 
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At the Discovery Center: Talking About the Moores of Millers Falls 
By REPORTER STAFF 

15. TURNERS FALLS- If you know a little bit about local his
to1y you may know that Millers Falls was once called Grout's 
Comer. It was first a stage stop, and then a railroad depot. 

.: 
,,,,. ,,,Jl>'Y 
• .l:1· -,~:- How and when did it change? 

~~!I--'" 

Sara Campbell and Shari Strahan will share the sto1y of the 
nearly forgotten Moore family, who brought manufacturing to 
the village in the 1860s. "More About the Moores" will be held 
at the Great Falls Discove1y Center on Saturday afternoon, No
vember 7 at I p.m. 

The puzzle for these two sleuths began four years ago when 
they came across the plan that subdivided the house lots around 
Prospect Street on the Erving side of the river. It was titled 
"Heirs of James Moore." 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

FRANKLIN COUNTY CDC 
1fl· CIDtO:tJ-1:HH-H: HilfllBW\:T-1 
WESTERN MA FOOD PROCESSING CENTER 

' . ' 
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Grow your local economy! 
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• Increase access to local food 

Grow your business! 
Wecan belp with: 
• loans & businiss assistance 
• Food processing & 

co-paclcing services I 
Bus,nes A1"stance • Financing • Commerc,at Space 

wwwfccdc.org • 413-774-7204 
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Seruing Turners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dm,e Argy, Fmnily & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
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119 Avenue A, Dll'ners Falls ♦:♦ (413) 863-8000 
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m GREENFIELD SAVINGS BANK 
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Contact us for a free solar assessment! 
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7 Burnham Street 
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Greenfield MA 01302-0038 
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Fax: 413-773-1143 
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SINCE1869 
282 Avenue A, Turners Falls 413.863.4316 
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SITE 
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WORK 

New England Landscaping 
& Wall Construction 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

Dennis L. Booska 
Dennis L. Booska, Jr. 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS, MA 

773-7910 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Tnrnen Falls Tile 
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The Flooring Network. 
Lino 

Carpet 

TABLETS! 
Stop by your local, 
friendly computer 

store & check them out! 

151 Avenue A 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

413.863.5447 
www.about-facecomputers.com 

Your Local 
STI H L Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Ill AboJt-Face 
Computer Solutions 

They soon found out that James Moore had roots in the Hart
ford, Connecticut area reaching back to the early 1600s. His 
heirs were many, and each has a sto1y to tell. 

James was a lad of 17 when his father bought land along 
the river and brought his family no1th to Eiving's Grant in the 
1830s, even before the town was incorporated. 

The Moores began to farm and cut and mill logs for lumber 
in Wendell, Montague and Eiving. James' father, Oliver Moore, 
had business interests in Connecticut to attend to, and it was 
often left to James to maintain the household in Massachusetts. 

Through exploring the available land records, births and 
deaths, old newspapers, and a large collection of letters and 
docmnents archived at Old Sturbridge Village and at Yale Uni
versity, Sara and Shari have pieced together a fascinating sto1y 
of a Franklin County family in the mid-nineteenth century. 

"I don't think these documents (in Sturbridge) have been 
read in years, if ever," says Campbell. "Hearing about what 
these people went through, in their own words, is eye-open
ing, and at times, gut-wrenching." 

The sto1y of the Moores includes many themes common 
to all of our ancestors, and some that are remarkable. 

Take a walk back in time and experience young love, 
real estate speculation, hard work, disease, heartbreak, and 
a little bit of scandal. 

Although the Moores may be all but forgotten to our lo
cal histo1y, the name of one of their descendants is almost a 
household word. Who is it? 

This project is funded through the Montague Cultural 
Council, a local cultural organization of the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

The Gill Tavern 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 
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326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed • Sun at 5 PM 

413-863-9006 

Serving Home Grown 
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44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
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Sita Lang 

Hospice trained 
CPR certified 

• . J;j♦ 
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By DAVID BRULE 

NEWBURYPORT - Maybe 
not unlike some of you, I prefer 
the Atlantic coast when the last 
of the beach-goers have left, gone 
with their beach chairs, coolers, 
and beach parasols. When they're 
finally gone, the beach and some
times stormy shore are left to lon
ers like me. That's when the Atlan
tic shores are the best, the rougher 
and stormier the better! 

So in this transition season be
tween late fall and winter, well af
ter Colombus Day, or Indigenous 
Peoples' Day as we should now 
call it, I often head down Route 2 
in the opposite direction from the 
bumper-to-bumper leaf peepers 
lining up to inch along the Mo
hawk Trail. 

Radio blasting, picnic lunch 
in the cooler, binoculars and tele
scope packed into the car, last week 
I sailed down to the coast with a 
light heart and feeling not just a lit
tle smug. I was going leaf-peeping 
down in the dunes of Plum Island, 
while those colorful leaves the city 
people were looking for out here in 
the west of the state piled up in my 
backyard. 

Cruising through the heights of 
Newburyport, through the neigh
borhoods of the stately homes 
of sea captains and 19th centu
ry tycoons, I sped by the Mass 
Audubon's Center at Joppa Flats, 

Plum Island 
Interlude 

crossed the hump-backed bridge, 
and was on Plmn Island. 

True to expectation and a won
derful welcome back, a beautiful 
marsh hawk - or Northern har
rier, as it is now called - kited and 
sailed its erratic flight over the yel
low grasses of the Parker River 
Wildlife Refuge on Plmn. 

A stiffening yet warmish breeze 
picked up, and the main park
ing lot was mostly empty. As is 
my personal custom I pop a CD 
into the player: Vivaldi's "// Pro
teo, " which never fails to bring 
into view a lovely hawk floating 
in lazy, lyrical circles, matching 
the strings and basso continuo of 
the J 7tb. century composer's lar
go. Sure enough, now two marsh 
hawks join and float, teasing and 
dancing in the bright air over my 
car, wheeling in seeming time with 
the baroque cadences rising up to 
meet them. 

Further along, a dozen cars are 
stopped at the salt pannes, ogling 
the ducks: baldpates (American 
widgeon), gadwalls, and north
ern shoveler tip up and poke be
neath the surface of the shallow 
waters, scrutinized by a barrage 
of thousands of dollars' worth of 
telescopes and telephoto lenses. I 
cruise on by, heading for my fa
vorite spot off the Rocks where sea 
birds gather and where I can find 
three miles of elbow room. 

see WEST pa e B3 

Horned Larks - Eremophila alpestris 

By REPORTER STAFF 

A mysterious, imaginative, hand 
crafted Halloween jomney awaits 
those who travel off the beaten path 
to the Skeleton Crew Theater produc
tion at Tmners Falls High School on 
Friday and Saturday. Recommended 
for ages 7 and older, Skeleton Crew 

Theater is an original Halloween 
outing that is enchanting, intriguing, 
a little scaiy, and ve1y delightful. 

The creatures and sets are unique 
creations, not Hollywood characters, 
and there're no chainsaws, blood, or 
zombie gore. The setup is described 
as "pa1t interactive theater, pa.it scav
enger hunt." 

Skeleton Crew Theater is the 
brainchild of TFHS video teacher 
Jonathan Chappell, but the high 
school students ai·e involved in every 
aspect of the production: building the 
friendly monsters, voicing the char
acters, working the puppets, leading 
guests throughout the enchantingly 
haunted halls of the school. 

"This attracts a unique, aitsy 
crowd of kids who may othe1wise 
feel ove1whelmed by our school's 
focus on spo1ts," explained Jess 
Vachula-Cwtis, a special education 
teacher and jmlior class co-advisor. 

see SKELETON page 86 

The Sinister Agenda Behind 
the ''Cellarholes'' Studies 

By ANN TWEEDY 

SHUTESBURY - In the 1920s, the towns of Lev
erett, Shutesbmy, Pelham, and the lost Quabbin town 
of Prescott, were unwitting hosts to ghoulish visita
tions. 

According to a 2002 Boston Magazine aiticle by 
Welling Savo called "The Master Race," a Miss Fisk 
and Miss Benedict from Smith College and an eager 
young college student from the Massachusetts Agri
cultural College, now UMass-Amherst, roamed from 
home to home, intent on cataloguing residents. 

Eye color, age, height, temperament, habits, and 
any apparent "defects" like double-jointedness, extra L...!l~

digits, "sinisterity," - left-handedness - and migraine, Shutesbury's Ames jami!J, circa 1895: 
were marked down in a notebook. The students asked 
the locals for dirt on their neighbors, including finan
cial and sexual info1mation. They also visited the town 
halls and schools, and collected financial information, 
grades, and official records. 

Leon Wllitney, a dog breeder, genetics enthusiast, 
descendent of inventor Eli Whitney, and executive 
secretary of the American Eugenics Society, commis
sioned the study. 

Whitney also wrote to the principals and superin
tendents of the schools in Shutesbmy and Leverett, 
as well as Greenfield and Millers Falls, asking for 
students' intelligence tests and requesting to conduct 
more tests. 

Wllitney would use tllis info1mation in his book, The 
Case for Sterilization (Frederick A. Stokes Company, 
NY, 1934), which garnered him a fan letter from Hitler. 

The paper trail for this study can be found in three 
folders titled "Shutesbmy Leverett Survey" in Leon 
Wl1itney's files in the American Eugenics Society Re
cords, now stored at the American Philosophical Soci
ety in Philadelphia. 

Wl1itney was aided locally by colleagues, including 
Professor Frank Hainilton Hankins, sociology profes
sor at Smith College. A visit to the Smith College ar
chives and Professor Hankins' files yielded nothing in 

Hattie, Beth, Annie, and Alice Ames, circa 1888. 

At right: 
Touchdown! FCTS 

quarterback q Daignault 
finds an opening at the goal line 

far a touchdown during overtime play 
against the McCann Tech Hornets. 

The Hornets were stung, 8-6. 

"Cellar hole dwellers, " or regular folks? 

te1ms of the Shutesbmy-Leverett survey. Nor did the 
online eugenics archives at the American Philosophi
cal Society in Philadelphia. 

But tl1ere ai·e plenty of records regarding field workers 
that reference Smith students and general protocol. Ac
cording to Eugenics Record Office Bulletin No. 2 (191 I), 
the field workers were given the following instiuctions: 

"To secure satisfactory results, sympathetic and 
confidential relations must always be maintained. The 
field worker endeavors to see as many relatives as pos
sible. In this way facts omitted or overlooked by one 
are often recalled and told in full detail by another. 

"Every additional interview is sure to reveal new 
facts. Addresses of relatives who live in other sections 
are recorded to be used later by an investigator in 
that section. Whenever the field worker learns of any 
defectives who are in need of Institutional care, their 
names and addresses are obtained, and filed with the 
other material. 

"By this means, useful information is available when 
application is made for admission to Institutions. " 

The Fertility of the Stocks 
Hankins' files did reveal a lot about the man and 

his work, and provided info1mation on another con
troversial questionnaire and survey. In 1928, Prof. 
Hankins asked seniors in his sociology course to fill 
out a questionnaire regarding their sexual philosophy 
and behavior, and a majority of the women believed in 
premarital sex and consensual divorce. 

There was outrage and concem when this survey 
was made public. Massachusetts' state motor registrar, 
Frank A Goodwin, addressed a convention lainenting, 
"No wonder promiscuity is increasing ainong college 
girls! It may be interesting to note that almost I 00 per
cent of the presidents and teachers in these colleges 
for women have signed petitions for the release of 
Sacco and Va11Zetti." 

see EUGENICS page B4 

At left: 
Senior Captain Rileigh 
Carlisle controls the ball 
during the game against 
Ho!Joke High School 
Ho!Joke HS kept their 
undefeated status 
with a4-0 
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~ Pets ~"e Week 
Why are rats 

ten-ific pets? 
They're ve1y 

social, they're 
curious and quite 
intelligent ani
mals. Plus they're 
always up for 
some fun! 

Dakin has 
welcomed several 
excellent pet rats 
recently from lo
cal pet-hoarding 
situations, and 
they're waiting to 
go home. 

Contact the 

PET RATs! 

Dakin Pioneer 
Valley Humane 
Society at ( 413) 
548-9898 or at 
info@dpvhs.org. 

Senior Center Activities 
November 2 to 6 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill / Montague Senior Cen

ter, 62 Fifth Street, Tumers Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 am. to 2 p.m. 

Congregate meals are served 
Tuesday through Thursday at noon. 
Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 a m. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive Of
fice of Elder Affairs. Voluntary do
nations are accepted. Council on 
Aging Director is Robe1ta Potter. 
Kitchen Manager is Jeff Suprenant. 
For more infonnation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. Messages 
can be left on our machine when 
the Center is closed. 
Tues, Wed & Thurs Noon Lunch 
Monday 11/2 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Knitting Circle 
Tuesday 11/3 
10:30 am. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Painting Class 
Wednesday 11/4 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thursday 11/5 
9 am. Veterans' Outreach 
10:30 am. Brown Bag 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Card Games & Scrabble 
Friday 11/6 
10:10 am. Aerobics 
10:50 am. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 2 

Lockes Village Road. Call Nancy 
Spittle, (978) 544-6760, for hours 
and upcoming programs. Call the 
Center for a ride. 
ERVING 

Erving Senior Center, 1 Care 

Drive, Erving, 1s open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. for activities and con
gregate meals. 

Lunch is at 11 :30 a.m., with res
ervations required 24 hours in ad
vance. Call the Mealsite Manager 
at 423-3308 for meal information 
and reservations. 

For infonnation, call Paula Bet
ters, Senior Center Director, at 
( 413) 423-3649. Transportation 
can be provided for meals, shop
ping, or medical necessity. 

Call to confinn activities, 
schedule a ride, or find out about 
the next blood pressure clinic. 
Monday 11/2 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
Tuesday 11/3 
8:45 am. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Stretching & Balance 
12:30 pm. Painting Class 
12:45 pm. Jewelry Class 
Wednesday 11/4 
8:45 am. Line Dancing 
9:30 am. Blood Pressure 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo & Snacks 
1 p m. Veterans 
Thursday 11/5 
8: 15 am. Foot Clinic 
8:45 am. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones; SNAP 
12:30 p.m. Card Games 
Friday 11/6 
9 a.m. Quilting 
9:30 am. Bowling 
11 :30 a.m. Pizza & More 

LEVERETT 
For information, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Flexibility and Balance Chair 
Yoga - Wednesdays at 10 am. at 
the Town Hall. Drop-in $6 (first 
class free). Senior Lunch- Fridays 
at noon. Call (413) 367-2694 by 
Wednesday for a reservation. 
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY TELEVISION NEWS 

This Week on MCTV: Meetings, Halloween & More! 

By ABIGAIL TATARIAN 

Halloween is almost upon us! 
If you missed Franklin County Pumpkinfest, not to 

fear! There are more (fainily-fi-iendly!) chances to get 
into the Halloween spi11t coming your way. These in
clude an interactive haunted house event by Skeleton 
Crew Theater at Turners Falls High School on October 
30 aiid 31, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. (adults $10, kids $7, 
free under 5; 413-834-0386), and the Rag Shag Parade 
on Avenue A (meets at dusk Oct. 31st in Food City pai·k
ing lot -come in costume!), geai·ed toward kids grade 6 
and under and their families (free; 863-3216). 

This week we have some recent local meetings 
added to the TV schedule & available online: 

Gill-Montague regional school committee meet
ing, 10/13: Agenda items included a special education 
presentation by Nancy Parlakulas, an ELL presentation 
by Rebecca Wright, the supe1-intendent's repo1t, the di
rector of business & operations report, and a repo1t by 
the Collaboration for Educational Services. 

Gill selectboard meeting, 10/19: Agenda items in
cluded discussion of the addition of LED streetlights 
and outdoor lighting for public buildings at night, as 
well as a report from superintendent of schools Mi
chael Sullivan on strategies being used by the Gill
Montague disti-ict to increase academic rigor. Sullivan 
addressed a letter from the selectboard challenging a 
5th grade field trip to learn about Sheffield 6th grade. 
Public comment included concern about a remark 
made in the school committee meeting which stated 
that fo1mer Gill-Montague teachers should not se1ve 
on the school colillnittee. 

Montague finance committee meeting, 10/21: 

Montague selectboard meeting, 10/19: Agenda 
items included an announcement of the Mass Cultural 
Council's Adams A1ts Grant of $16,250 awarded to 
Turners Falls RiverCulture, as well as discussions of 
local funding allocations, a time extension (until Dec. 
15) for the Avenue A Streetscape Enhancement Proj
ect, and a vote to join the Municipal Coalition Against 
the Pipeline. 

Discussion items included the following propositions 
related to the Fiscal Year 2017 budget process: mak
ing a budget appropriation for pait-time clerical help 
for town boards and committees, making IT expenses 
its own depaitment, appropriating $50k to the Other 
Post-Employment Benefits tmst fund rather than to the 
town's general stabilization fund, and increasing the 
stipend for elected boards. 

Something going on you think others would like to 
see? Get in touch and learn how easy it is to use a 
camera and capturing the moment! (413) 863-9200, 
infomontaguetv@gmail.com , or stop by 34 Second 
Sti·eet in Turners between 10 a.m. and 4 p m. Monday 
tluough F11day. We'd love to work with you! 

Public comments included an invitation to the se
lectboard to join ai1 upcoming meeting of the Coali
tion for Racial Justice, where they will be working to 
finalize a proposal for implementing racial sensitivity 
training for town employees. 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 
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Q. The report on the btood tests 
for my annual physical included 
"C-Reactive Protein, Cardiac. " 
What is this? 

C-reactive protein (CRP) is made 
by the liver. Elevated CRP in your 
blood indicates that you have inflam
mation or a bacterial infection. CRP 
levels do not always change with a 
viral infection. 

The CRP in a healthy person is 
usually less than 10 milligrams per 
liter (mg/L). Most infections and 
inflammations produce CRP levels 
more than 100 mg/L. 

CRP is a general test that may 
indicate a variety of ailments in
cluding rheumatoid a1tlu1tis, pneu
monia, cancer, tuberculosis, appen
dicitis, bacterial meningitis, inflam
matory bowel disease and m-inary 
tract infection. 

The test is used to monitor pa
tients. CRP tests don't diagnose a 
specific disease; they wam that more 
testing may be required. 

There is a high-sensitivity version 
of the CRP test (hs-CRP) that is used 
to assess the 1-isk for heait problems. 

C-Reactive Protein? 
It measures CRP between O. 5 ai1d 10 
mg/L. The results of this test were 
what you saw on the repo1t of your 
blood evaluation. 

Most studies show that heart-at
tack risk 1-ises with hs-CRP levels. 
If the level is lower than 1.0 mg/L, 
the risk is low. There's an average 
11sk for between 1.0 and 3 .0 mg/L. A 
level higher than 3.0 mg/L, indicates 
ahigh11sk. 

Some studies have found that, 
if your hs-CRP level is in the up
per third, your risk is twice that 
of someone whose level is in the 
lower third. 

High levels ofhs-CRP: 
• Consistently predict new coro

naiy events in patients who've had 
a hea1t attack. 

• Are linked to lower SUivival 
rates ofheait-attack victims. 

• May increase the 1-isk that an 
aite1y will reclose after it's been 
opened by balloon ai1gioplasty. 

• Seem to predict recun·ent events 
in patients with peripheral a1te11al 
disease. 

However, the connection between 
high CRP levels and hea1t-attack 1-isk 
is not completely m1derstood. There 
is evidence that suggests inflamma
tion is involved in atherosclerosis
hardening of the a1teries. It's pos
sible that an infection might cause 
atherosclerosis. 

There's a theory that inflamma
tion conti-ibutes to heait disease by 
working with cholesterol that is de-

posited in the plaques on blood-ves
sel walls. Inflainmation may damage 
the plaques, allowing tiny po1tions to 
break off into the bloodstream. These 
small fragments can lodge in small 
blood vessels in the heait or brain, 
causing a heait attack or sti·oke. 

The CRP test is ordered when in
flammation is 1-isky, such as after sur
ge1y. Because CRP levels drop when 
inflammation abates, the test is or
dered to dete1mine whether ti·eatment 
of an inflammat01y disease is work
ing. In addition, CRP tests are used 
to monitor the healing of wom1ds, 
organ ti·ai1splants and bm11S. 

The American Heait Associa
tion says this test isn't recommend
ed for general screening for heait 
disease. And it might not be help
ful in dete1mining your hea1t attack 
risk, depending on your health and 
lifestyle choices. 

According to the American 
Heart Association, an hs-CRP test 
is most useful for people who have 
an inte1mediate risk ( a 10 to 20 
percent chance) of having a heait 
attack within the next 10 years. 
This risk level--called the global 
risk assessment--is based on life
style choices, fainily histo1y and 
current health status. 

If you would like to 
ask a question, write to 

fred@healthygeezer.com. 
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WEST from page B 1 

Out there, in this season, the 
shore is littered with sea-wreck, drift 
wood, washed up lobster pots, an 
unfortunate number of plastic con
tainers, and alas!: one or two harbor 
seal cadavers, likely victims of un
expected powerful sto1ms. 

I settle in, sit in the sand, take out 
my sandwich. Out of nowhere ap
pears a ring-billed gull who watches 
me fixedly. 

"Are you going to eat all that?" 
He clearly is communicating with 

me, using seagull mind control. 
He wants me to give him the 

crust. I obey. 
Immaculate sanderling sandpip

ers hunker down at the water's edge, 
looking like two dozen snowballs 
along the tideline. Just resting on 
one leg, then lifting up suddenly 
in unison when a lone jogger, very 
self-involved, ear buds plugged in, 
moves along the edge of the merry 
sandpiper band. They settle far out 
on a rock pinnacle, just out of reach 
of the rolling waves. 

After my lunch in the sand shared 
with the gull, I take a long peramble 
down the beach, with an eye on the 
jet-black and snow-white patterned 
smf ducks, the scoters, excitedly 
flying up and down the breaking 
waves, splashing and chasing each 
other as though it were mating sea
son all over again. 

A shiny beach-ball of a head ap
pears in the waves, looking at me 
with liquid, momnful eyes - a huge 
gray seal checks me out, then looks 
at the scoters, then slips away be
neath the waves. 

Was that the Irish selkie who 
turns up in my waves everywhere 
I go? Or was it just some curious 
loner of a seal with time on her 
hands, or flippers? She'd better be 
careful, the great white sharks are 
cmising these waters, looking for a 
tasty seal sandwich. 

After a spell of stretching out on 
the shore watching the waves, I real
ize how good it is to leave this Con
necticut River Valley from time to 
time, to be immersed in a different 
kind of ecology. 

But by three in the afternoon, the 

sun is already angling lower in the 
west, throwing a golden glow over 
the dm1es and weathered boardwalk. 
Here on the Atlantic coast, there are 
no maples or birch to add their yel
lows and bUl'nt orange to the fall at
mosphere, but the burnished beach 
plmn bushes, the pale tawny grasses, 
and vivid red poison ivy create a fall 
foliage all the coast's own. 

Walking along the sand-colored 
boardwalk a few feet above the 
glens and hollows created by the 
winds and tides, one has the feeling 
of stepping out into some kind of 
paradise, along some winding way 
to heaven. A peaceful kind of feel
ing fills the mind and soul, abetted 
by the salt air and sharp sea breeze 
that has reddened cheeks and face 
over the past few hours. 

Suddenly, as if on schedule, a 
cloud of heretofore invisible birds 
rise up, fifty of them float up and 
over a dune like drifting leaves 
caught in a small whirlwind. A lone 
peep call lingers behind them telling 
me they are homed larks that had 
been moving along the sand dm1e 
ridge, U11Seen. 

They'll not go far this winter, but 
will haunt these dunes through the 
cold months, hunkering down in the 
hollows when the cold ocean winds 
blow. They lilt and swirl, just like 
their fellow winter waifs, the snow 
buntings, that we saw in the same 
hollow here last November. 

Like the larks I almost float back 
to the parking lot, where the car has 
waited patiently, warm and cozy, 
having stored up some passive solar 
heat over the late afternoon. 

I motor slowly along the as
phalt-smooth surface of the road 
leading out of the sanctuary, ducks 
still dabble in the setting sun, my 
marsh hawk kites endlessly over 
the grasslands. 

My favorite cafe in Newbmypo1t 
is bustling just a mile away from this 
timeless calm of paradise, and the 
anticipated jolt of a double espresso 
has already produced its desired ef
fect. Once that jolt is in me, I'll be 
off and back to our valley, heading 
west to where the golden Oc- 11!!11 
tober sun is close to setting. d 
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Used Book Room 

Open at Carnegie Library 
By NANCY CROWELL 

TURNERS FALLS The 
Friends of the Montague Public Li
braries will be opening for the public 
the used book room in the basement 
of the Carnegie Libraiy on the first 
ai1d third SatUl'days of the month 
from IO a m. to noon, starting in No
vember. November 7 ai1d November 
21 ai·e the two dates to mai·k on yoUl' 
calendai·. 

Books and DVD's will be priced 
individually at tag sale prices: Paper
backs 25 cents, or 5 for $1. Hai·dcov
er, DVDs and audio books $1 each. 
Not to wony, we will still have our 

books-by-the-bag sales a couple of 
times a yeai·. Why wait? Come Sat
Ul'day, November 7 ai1d get the best 
selection. 

All funds will be used to suppo1t 
our libraries. Donations of gently 
used cleai1 books (no textbooks) are 
welcome. 

Please note: books that have been 
stored a long time or in a damp place 
often develop mold. You can iden
tify this by black or brown speckles 
on the end pages or page tops. Such 
books should be recycled. 

For more info1mation, please 
contact the Cainegie Libraiy, 20 I 
Ave. A, Tmners Falls, 863-3214. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Two Crashes at Turnpike & Montague 

City; Locks Cut At Railroad Salvage Annex 

Monday, 10/19 

8: 17 a.m. Received a re
port that the same female 
trespassing near the Unit
ed Arc building yesterday 
was there again last night. 
Some of her belongings 
are still there, and there 
are burnt remnants that 
show she had a fire. Fe
male party is not present 
at this time. Caller advised 
of options. Extra patrols 
requested in the area. 
11: 19 a.m. A caller at Sun
rise Terrace reports a fox 
was walking in her yard. 
The fox exhibited no signs 
of being ill, but the caller 
states she called because 
she doesn't like the idea of 
a fox in her yard, because 
there are cats in the neigh
borhood. She will call back 
if the fox returns. 
1:30 p.m. Three youths 
skateboarding at the Free
dom Credit Union were 
told to move along. 
'1':60 p.m. A party called 
to report several vehicles 
backed up to a large pile 
of loam on Federal Street 
and is worried they may be 
stealing it. Sergeant spoke 
,vith the parties; they are 
not taking any loam. 
Tuesday, 10/20 

8:23 a.m. An L Street call
er reported her unlocked 
vehicle was broken into 
overnight. She recovered a 
pocket-sized flashlight and 
a pill bottle in her drivewa)', 
but had already handled the 
items. Report taken. 
10:67 a.m. Caller found a 
needle on L Street, placed 
it m a soda bottle, and 
requested an officer to 
pick it up. 
6:27 p.m. A caller on Fifth 
Street reported a male stole 
his wallet. The male asked 
to borrow ten dollars, and 
stole tl1e wallet while the 
caller was retrieving the 
money. Caller called back 
to advise male party is at 
his apartment and returned 
the wallet with twenty dol
lars missing. Caller did not 
want to press charges. 
Wednesday 10/21 

9:1'1 a.m. Multiple calls 
reporting a tractor trailer 
jackknifed in the road on 
West Main Street in Mill
ers Falls. 
2:26 p.m. Officers patrolling 
near Railroad Salvage found 
the fence pried open, and 
a wooden board that was 
covering a window on the 
smaller building also pried 
off. Officers will place a call 
to the last known owner/ 
representative for the prop
erty. Officers spoke to [re
dacted] who advised that 
any issues with the main 
building at this location, the 
falling down old Railroad 
Salvage building, are the 
responsibility of [redacted} 
The other smaller brick 
building 1s the property 
of tl1e town of Montague. 
Called back [redacted] who 

was advised that the lock 
had been cut. She stated 
"this is seventh time that 
this lock has been cut." 
Advised of options. 
3:22 p.m. Report of a mo
tor vehicle collision where 
a vehicle struck a pole 
near Aubuchon Hardware. 
Eversource notified a 
pole appears to have been 
moved. One patient trans
ported to Baystate Frank
lin Medical Center. 
1<:07 p.m. A caller reported 
a previous brealcing and 
entering at Third Street 
Laundry. He provided a 
thumb drive witl1 cop
ies of several videos that 
show the suspects. Caller 
did not want to speak to an 
officer. 
6:18 p.m. A conductor on 
the NE Central train called 
to report that he may have 
hit a dog a half mile back. 
He was not 100% sure 
if he did hit tl1e dog, but 
stopped tl1e train in Mill
ers Falls to call to report 
it. Animal control officer 
searched the area; advised 
there was no injured or de
ceased dog found. 
Thursday, 10/22 

8:59 a.m. Walk-in report
ing past breaking and en
tering attempts on Lake 
Pleasant Road. Advised of 
options. 
9:31' a.m. Same party called 
back stating somebody en
tered tl1e residence and left 
it in disarray while they 
were at the station. K9 unit 
dispatched. 
6:05 p.m. Report of a 
domestic disturbance on 
G Street. A male party 
kicked out a window and 
has lacerations to his foot, 
ankle, and leg. Officers 
responded witl1 GPD, 
Medcare, and TFFD en 
route. The male fought 
with police even after 
being cuffed. Officer on 
board with Medcare, ad
vises tl1ere is significant 
damage to the apartment. 
Further charges may be 
pending. 
7:67 p.m. Two callers 
report an intoxicated in
dividual throwing items 
at tl1e Scotty's store
front and later wander
ing into tl1e road, nearly 
being struck. Individual 
brought into protective 
custody. No damage ap
parent to the building. 
9: 12 p.m. Caller reports 
fire alarms sounding at I 
Street property; reports 
contact with hearing-im
paired male in apartment. 
Fire department reports 
no smoke or flame, but a 
natural gas odor detected. 
Berkshire Gas notified. 
11 :26 p.m. A female party 
walked into the station to 
report her debit card was 
used to witl1draw money 
from an ATM and provid
ed pictures of tl1e suspect, 
who was her daughter's 

boyfriend. 
Friday, 10/2s 

3:68 a.m. Caller on L 
Street reports she woke 
to someone running 
down the stairs m her 
home, and that there had 
been a male intruder in 
her daughter's room. 
Male has left the home. 
Area checked, units clear. 
Spoke with both parties. 
1<:53 

arrested on a 
default warrant at a Wal
nut Street residence. 
8:1'7 a.m. A caller reports 
someone has dumped 
tires and a 276-gallon oil 
tank on Mineral Road. 
Officer unable to locate 
oil tank, but did notice 
several tires. 
9:1'3 a.m. Two car motor 
vehicle collision at Mon
tague City and Turnpike 
roads, with one party 
complaining of heart is
sues and smoke coming 
from one vehicle. Medcare 
and TFFD notified. Three 
patients transported to 
tl1e hospital. 
10:02 a.m. Caller reports 
her K Street apartment 
was broken into between 
8 and 10 a.m. Advised to 
leave to preserve evidence. 
Officer investigated, and 
advised caller of options. 
12:'1'8 p.m. Caller at St. 
Anne's Cemetery reported 
a sedan with a black male 
operator drive toward the 
high-tension lines; felt the 
location was suspicious. 
She called back, saying she 
had spoken with him and 
that he was waiting for a 
friend; possible disabled 
motor vehicle. Advised of 
options. 
7:1<8 p.m. Report of erratic 
driving on Lake Pleasant 
Road. Caller followed the 
vehicle, providing a license 
plate, but was unable to 
follow due to speed. Offi
cer checked tl1e area, un
able to locate. 
9:19 p.m. Officer at Shea 
Theater requested a cruiser 
to escort a party home for 
the night. Cancelled when 
male said his home was on 
Third Street. Dropped him 
off at his residence, where 
he advised he would be 
staying in for the night. 
Sattu·day, 10/21' 

7:1<7 a.m. Voicemail from 
Southworth Paper Mill in
dicating they will be clean
ing their sludge line. Re
quest to check tl1e bridge 
for traffic issues. 
3:37 p.m. Several com
plaints about traffic con
gestion and parking at 
Avenue A and Eleventh 
Street. Large number of 
vehicles in the area, but 
no more than other areas 
downtown; none bloclcing 
any streets. 
1<:53 p.m. Received com
plaint about a vehicle 
parked by the dumpster 

at an L Street location 
blocking the driveway, so 
caller is unable to exit for 
work. Officer determined 
tl1ere was enough room 
for caller to back out, 
and that tl1e vehicle was 
parked on private prop
erty. Caller declined as
sistance backing out. 
7:06 p.m. Two-car ac
cident at Turnpike and 
Montague City roads, 
witl1 personal injury and 
fluids. Vehicles towed; 
one party transported to 
Baystate Franklin. 
8:08 p.m. Caller at F.L. 
Roberts advised he 1s 
driving the bus for Pump
kinfest, and clipped a car 
near this location. Re
maining on scene for an 
officer to respond. Vehi
cle damaged was unoccu
pied; note left for driver 
to contact police. 
11 p.m. Walk-in report 
of an elderly male, taken 
out of a nursing home 
by his daughter-in-law, 
now homeless. Male 1s 
constantly being put m 
"time out," is in a 2-bed
room apartment with 
six adults. Subject given 
tl1e Elder Abuse hotline 
phone number and ad
vised of options. 
11:61' p.m. Officer wanted 
at Between tl1e Uprights. 
Situation unknown. Re
sponding officer asked oth
ers to be on the lookout for 
a male party who had been 
trespassed from property. 
Sunday, 10/25 

2:1'0 a.m. Report of a hit
and-run on a car parked 
on Turners Falls Road. 
Vehicle towed; advised 
of options. At 1< p.m., 
same party reported she 
had spoken with male 
involved, he gave her his 
information, and they 
would be taking care of 
tl1e matter themselves. 
5:21' a.m. Complaint of 
loud music from Grove 
Street residence. Request 
tl1at this be put on the re
cord; no other action re
quested. 
10: 11 a.m. Report of a flu
id spill down a significant 
length of Park Street. Ser
geant followd a trail from 
Park to Seventh to Avenue 
A, ending in the vicinity 
of Couture Bros. Advised 
the fluid has begun to 
evaporate and is not slip
pery; appears to be a gas/ 
oil mix. No need to contact 
any other agencies. 
12:17p.m.
■ arrested on a default 
warrant in Turners Falls. 
12:63 p.m. Caller reports 
that while her vehicle was 
parked in the wildlife man
agement area at tl1e end 
of North Street, her rear 
windshield was smashed, 
apparently maliciously. 
Nothing was missing. 
Caller advised. 
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EUGENICS from page 81 
But Goodwin's vector of paranoia, 

connecting promiscuous tendencies 
on college campuses with anarchism 
and communism, was misplaced. To 
Professor Hankins, the sexual free
dom of his Smith students meant the 
potential for increased reproduction 
in ideal families. 

He wrote to Alice Teagle, chair
man of the Smith Alumnae Fund, 
in 1929: "I think there is no greater 
need than the preservation of the fer
tility of the stocks who are sending 
children to college and then into the 
professions. My observation as well 
as adequate statistical evidence bears 
out the belief that the more gifted 
strains in our population ru·e utterly 
failing to reproduce themselves." 

This situation occupied his 
thoughts. In notes on a lecture, he 
wondered if the poor were able to 
reproduce successfully because 
food insecurity triggered a biologi
cal response, and wondered if there 
was an association between physi
cal labor and fertility. 

He also made a stunning conjec
ture that frequency of intercourse 
may be a factor. Hrulkins' ruticle 
in People magazine (April 1931) 
wru11ed that "the future American 
will be dru·ker in complexion, sho1t
er in stature, and stockier in build," 
and promoted eugenics in tandem 
with modernism: "We can't go back 
to the days of chin-whiskers and 
hand-scythes." 

The feru· ofbackwru·ds, mral "old 
stock" New Englru1d families was a 
concern of Hankins ru1d other eugen
ics suppo1ters. The records from the 
Eugenics Board show several genea
logical studies of these families lurk
ing in dead backwater towns. 

(Ho1rnr writer H.P. Lovecraft fic
tionalized this idea of a devolving 

stock in The Lurking Fear, about 
the fo1merly vital Dutch Ma1tense 
frunily, who live in an underground 
waffen in New York state and have 
one blue and one brown eye.) 

The Pratts 
According to Savo's 2002 Bos

ton Magazine article, the American 
Eugenics Society sent field worker 
Isabelle Kendig to Shutesbury in 
1913 to exrunine and question the 
frunily of"Sammy Huck," a pseud
onym for the Pratt family. 

She discovered the Pratts traced 
their ancestiy to the Mayflower and 
were considered shrewd and sturdy, 
yet the Shutesbmy branch was lack
ing. Of the 436 individuals in the 
genealogy, 50 members of the frun
ily, or 11.4 percent, were alcoholics. 
Kendig's algorithm for this statis
tic was to count eve1y member of 
the family that had been known on 
more than one occasion to drink to 
the point of intoxication. 

Her inqui1y was done to facilitate 
the removal of this "Srunmy Huck" 
from the "net-work of degeneracy" 
that was his kith and kin, ru1d send 
him to a state mn hospital. 

It has been alleged that these 
patients underwent forced steril
izations. This would have been a 
secretive deed, as Massachusetts 
never legalized sterilizations, but 
later inquiry into abuses at state-mn 
facilities uncovered this and other 
practices. For exrunple, in 1998, 
MIT and Quaker Oats agreed to pay 
$1.85 million to the families of stu
dents at the Fernald State School in 
the 1940s, who were fed radioactive 
breakfast cereals as prut of a study. 

Whether Leon Whitney used 
Kendig's 1913 study alone, or in
cluded the alleged Hankins-led 
Smith College field workers assign-

The Ames sisters. 
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ment, is still unclear. Leon Whimey 
focused on Shutesbmy alone as a 
declined mral town, an insalubrious 
contagion for "old stock" frunilies. 

He wrote in his 1934 book, The 
Case for Sterilization, that "Shutes
bmy, now consists of a large num
ber of cellar holes, a few new homes 
and many older ones in process of 
becoming cellar holes. These cel
lru· holes and houses reflect to a re
markable degree the whole tenor of 
the town." 

Shutesbmy is a "countiy slum," 
and is refeffed to throughout the 
book as "Cellarholes." 

Its decline was hastened in co
lonial times when a westward mi
gration sometimes included the 
expo1t of "a shipload of prostitutes 
and misfits" who "drifted to Cellar
holes, and married: and their chil
dren intermarried with the families 
already there." 

TheAmeses 
If the student field workers wan

dered Shutesbmy's roads looking 
for inte1viewees, it is likely that they 
found Annie Ames Plimpton, who 
ran the post office from her home 
at the comer of Jennison ru1d Wen
dell roads there. She was one of four 
sisters; both she and Hru11et Ames 
would have represented one of those 
"old stock frunilies" that lingered in 
Cellarholes, but skewed the results 
in te1ms of their sti·ength. 

Peter Humphrey, a son of Beth 
Ames, composed a document about 
the house ru1d about the Ames sis
ters, and gave it to a previous owner 
in 1978. The present owner allowed 
me to bo1rnw it. 

Annie divorced her first husband 
and mruried a man twenty yeru-s her 
junior because he had a portable saw
mill. Annie and Hru11et remained at 
the homestead ru1d prope1ties when 
their parents died, and kept the mill 
mnning. Neither had children. 

Hru11et was unman'ied and lived 
alone, ru1d may have been the first 
woman to own a cru· in Frrulklin 
County. When her house bm11ed 
down in the late twenties, she moved 
into a brun across the sti·eet. She kept 
the mill running as best she could. 

According to a relative inter
viewed by Humphrey, "She was 
just dete1mined, just adamant that 
she would not leave the homeplace. 
She would do some of the craziest 
things, because she was an individu
al. She just lived her life the way she 
wanted to do it." 

Han'iet severely burned her legs 
when gasoline caught fire while she 
was out with a group of men cut
ting blighted chestnut for "tobacco 
bowls" - probably hruvesting burls 
from the trees to make pipes. The 
burned skin got infected after the 
men rolled her around in sand to 
put out the fire. 

The doctors advocated runputa
tion to stave off gangrene, but Har-
1-iet refused. She smvived the ti·eat
ment, kept her legs, and went back 
to the brun with no mnning water. 

She was unable to walk, but 
hired a man named Jay-Jay Ely: 
"He was pa1t Indian. Funny kind of 

guy-ve1y quiet, sho1t and stocky ... 
he could mn the mill, he could be 
the sawyer, and he could do most 
of the work." Haffiet managed to 
keep the mill and the property, 
and she and Jay-Jay lived neru· to 
each other: "she had one shanty 
and a couple of feet away he had 
his shanty. And that's the way they 
lived. I don't think there was ever 
anything closer than that." 

Han'iet Ames smvived as a single 
woman nlillling a mill ru1d holding on 
to her home and lands in Shutesbmy. 
The lru1ds sm1·ounding Ames Pond, 
fo1merly owned by the Ames Frun
ily, have nmnerous "cellar holes" 
that contempora1y researchers and 
enthusiasts believe may be chrunbers 
used by indigenous people, prut of 
a lru·ger ceremonial landscape with 
stone stiuctmes and walls. 

One such chrunber is near Teme
nos Retreat, a non-denominational, 
off-the-grid place with affordable 
cabins. According to their website, 
temenos is a Greek phrase which 
means sacred space around a tem
ple or altar. 

The creeping dread of the rnral 
slum has been transfo1med 
into the mystic. u 
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Acclai1ns Hitler 

Leon P, Wh\tneJ 
Hnilin,: Cl,ancollor Adolf .f:liLlcr a11 

"one <•f l-lli: J:TCot.est 11tntcsn1cn an() 
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The stut!J's sponsor. 
"Weirt.; he was always cool to me ... " 
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10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Heres the way it was October 

27, 2005: News from the Montague 
Reporters archive. 

Talkin' 'Bout A Landfill 

The town of Montague is ti·ead
ing carefully runong the mines 
suffounding the proposed landfill 
of Tmnpike Road. In 1992, pro
ponents failed by two votes to per
suade two-thirds of town meeting 
to approve bo1rnwing over $6 mil
lion for the project. 

Now, with interest from private 
develope1-s sparking the process, 
the town is again weighing the 1-isks 
and benefits of bmying some kind 
ofti-ash at the Tmnpike Road site. 

A series of meetings were held 
last yeru·, and the town fo1med a 
citizen advisory committee to work 
with town officials to develop a re
quest for proposals (RFP) to solicit 
and compru·e bids from conti·actors 
interested in the site. 

With responses to the RFP due 
in about three weeks, some citizens 
have been doing some adve1tising 
of their own, putting up flye1-s and 
taking out ads in local papers call
ing for a meeting on the landfill at 
the Crunegie Library "to discuss the 
progress of the project, how we can 
educate the public about the 1-isks 
and benefits, and how we can bring 
the issue to a town-wide vote." 

Responses ranged from "Do you 
want to pay higher taxes? Or do you 
want the money from the landfill?" 
to ''You can never trust any of these 
comprulies," and "The only com
munities that would even consider 

a landfill of this type ru·e towns tee
te1'ing on the b1'ink of bankruptcy." 

Taxes, Sewer Rates to Rise 

The Montague selectboru·d tack
led financial issues at Monday's 
selectboard meeting, calling for a 
steady grip on the wheel, as both 
prope1ty tax and sewer rate increas
es were discussed and approved. 

Residents will face higher rates 
in both categ011es, although a de
crease in the sewer user rates in the 
second half of2006 may eventually 
help lighten the load. In the mean
time, assessments on homes and the 
cost of doing business at the waste
water facility appear to have gone 
the way of gasoline p11ces. 

Gill to Vote on 
Archaeological Survey 

Gill's selectboard signed the 
wa1rnnt for a special town meeting 
to take place on November 17. The 
a1ticle in question seeks to raise 
and approp11ate or trru1sfer from 
available funds a smn of money 
sufficient to pay for a Phase I and 
Phase II archaeological study of 
the town-owned land on the comer 
of West Gill and Main roads, 12 
acres formerly owned by the Mar
irunante Academy. 

Tim Binzen of Mass Archaeo
logical Services estimated the bill 
for the study of the land, which lies 
in the Rive1-side Archeologic Dis
ti'ict known to contain Paleo-Indian 
rutifacts dating to 12,000 yeru·s be
fore the present em, at $15,000. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

~issance ln~liders 
Q!ia-Eity. Crajtsmansliip. Ori9ina[ <J'liougfit. 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Free Mobile App 
with Mobile Check Deposit! 

GREENFIELD~~ NORTHAMPTON 
Cc,ope·at ve Bank ~ Coopemtive Bank t;;",;..":;.;!~:::'""' 

Avenue A, Turners Falls I 413 51 2 5012 

IJ BestlocalBank.com MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR. CRS, e-PRO, GR/. SRES, CBR Office: (413) 49B-0207 X2 

Cell: (413) 834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413) 863-9166 
Home Fax: (413) 863-0218 

oeasoni Gcomcastnet 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Z)a&,,, 
C H 5:,.~,, ~ L E T ____ (_4_1-3)_7_7_3--3-6_7_8 

GREENFllil.D, .61A 01301 PA.X ( 413) 774-5746 

BRIAN SADLOWSKI 
Sales & Let1se Co11s11ltt111/ 

Savings and protection 
for the WHOLE FAMILY! 
Very competitive Auto and 
Home rates, including group 
discounts for AAA & AARP! 

EDWARDS TREE SERVICE 
Matthew Edward!ii 

Certified Arborist 

Tree Climbi11g Specialist • Pruning And Removals 
Stump Grinding • Practicing Fine Arboriculture 

Residential / Commercial / Municipal 
60 Ft. Aerial Lift • Brush Chipping 

Fully Insured Willl Workers Comp. •Insurance and Liability, 

WWW.MA1TEDWARDSTREE.COM j, 
\VendelL MA 

1 
!f,.,.,-

Seruing Hampshire And franklin Counties 'l.···'-l~ ,._.~ 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

ONGOING EVENTS: 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play tradition
al Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

EVERY MONDAY 

Montague Center Library: Eve
ning Story Time. Young children 
and their families are invited to 
wind down at the end of the day 
with stories. 6:30 to 7 p.m. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Great Falls Farmers Market, 
Turners Falls: Fresh produce, 
plants, crafts, etc. 2 to 6 p.m. 
Through 10/30. 

Carnegie Library, Turners Falls: 
Story Time: Thematic stories, 
projects, and snacks for young 
children with Ruth, 10:15 to 
11 :30 a.m. 

Leverett Library, Leverett: Tales 
and Tunes Story Hour. For ages 
0 to 5 and their caregivers. 10:30 
a.m. to noon. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

--JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

and texture. 10 a.m. to noon. 

The Pioneer Tavern, Millers 
Falls: TNT Karaoke, 8:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITS: 

Artspace Gallery, Greenfield: In
side Art ii, and Reflections from 
Inside. Exhibit of photography 
and a display of writings from 
men incarcerated in the Frank
lin County House of Correction. 
Opens 10/26 to 11 /20. Recep
tion is 11/6, 5-7 p.m. 

Great Falls Dis
covery Center, 
Turners Falls: 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Shelburne Falls: Follow the 
Thread. A group show by fiber 
artists who are members of 
the cooperative. Artists' recep
tion is 11/7, 5-8 p.m. Show runs 
through 11/23. 

Wendell Free Library, Wendell: 
Fabric Art. Memorial Art Exhibit 
for Sara Clearwater Liberty. 23 
privately owned pieces, includ
ing floor coverings, tapestries 
and a quilt. Through 10/31. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

The Art Garden Call For Sub
missions: Community Art Exhibit 
"In Someone Else's Shoes: A 
Reflection on Perspectives and 
Empathy" Deadline 11/2. De
tails: www.theartgarden.org. 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague 
Center: Seeking artists for co
operative gallery.For more infor
mation see www.sawmillriver
arts.com. 

B5 

Drew Paton's 1940s Hit Parade, 
Shea Theater, Turners Falls: Evil 
D d F 'd L h 8 p.m., Tawdry, ea , see n ay. ast c ance 
to see this "killer". 8 p.m. $ 

Great Falls Harvest - Big Hall, 
Turners Falls: You Fab Hallow
een Costume Ball. Music by 
Pitchfork, DJ Mello 'D, No Name, 
Burrie Jenkins. 8 p.m. $ 

Pioneer Tavern, Millers Falls: 
Halloween Party with Sledge. 
Hard rock music. Costume party 
with cash prizes. 8 p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Halloween 
Costume Party!! Music by Wild
cat O'Halloran's Blues Band. 9 

p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: The 
Static Age (play Misfits) - Casual 
Friday - Rebel Base. 9:30 p.m. 
$. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

Brick House, Turners Falls: 
Wren Kitz, Donkey No No, and 

Paper Bee. All ages / sub
stance free space; 8 p.m.; $ 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne 
Falls: Taste of Theater Tues
days. Reading of Later Life 
(1994) where a couple keep 
meeting over the years but 
life gets in the way of their 
getting together. Witty. 7 
p.m. Donations. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 
4 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Earring (Chicago); Sugar 
Pill. 8 p.m. $ 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

Arena Civic Theater, Green
field: Steel Magnolias. Com
munity production with six per
formances over two weekends. 
For more details: http://www. 
arenacivictheatre.org Opening 
tonight 8 p.m. $ 

Montague Bookmill, Montague: 
Ari & Mia. Boston-based sister 
duo who reference Southern 
and Northeastern fiddle music 
with the early American song
book and jazz. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell:: The 
Equalites. Reggae Fantastico. 
9 p.m. 

Millers Falls Library: Music and 
Movement with Tom Carroll & 
Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

The People's Pint, Greenfield: 

The Nature of 
Life. Group art 
exhibit by the 
Artists of Frank
lin County. Pho
tography and 
multimedia with 
reflections on 
nature. Curated 
by Ellen Blanch
ette. Through 
11/30. Hours 
for Discovery 
Center are now 
10 a.m to 4 
p.m. Fridays & 
Saturdays. 

Leverett Crafts 
& Arts, Barnes 
Gallery, Lever

Ornament by Sant!J Tobin, a fiber mtist at the Shelburne Falls 
A1ts Cooperative. The Coop is having an exhibit through 

November 23 called ''Foll01v the Thread"ftaturing several fiber 
a,tists. Reception is fl-om 5 to 7 p.m. on November 7. 

GCC Downtown Center, 
Greenfield: Senior Symposia 
- What's Social About Social 
Media. Discussion of gen-

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Screec, Turners falls 

Derek Bridges. Live acoustic 
guitar. 7 p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Slate Memorial Library, Gill: 
Story Hour. Stories and arts & 
crafts. October theme is: ex
ploring the fall season, harvests, 
trees, animal behaviors, acorn 
and leaf crafts that explore color 

ett: Trees and Travels. Exhibit 
by Lori Lynn Hoffer. Through 
10/31. 

Little Big House Gallery: Shel
burne: The Erection. On-going 
exhibit chronicles the creation of 
Glenn Ridler's Little Big House. 
Photographs, printed text and 
video help tell the story. info@ 
littlebighousegallery.com 

Nina's Nook, Turners Falls: Ordi
nary Storms. Artist Barbara Mi
lot's superimposed drawings on 
photographs exploring weather 
images. Runs to 11/12. 

Salmon Falls Artisans Gallery, 
Shelburne Falls: Peggy Hart: 
Wool Gathering. Collection of 
local wool and linsey woolsey 
blankets woven on antique in
dustrial looms. Opening recep
tion 11/7. 5-7 p.m. Exhibit runs 
from 11/7 to 12/31. 

Sawmill River Arts, Montague: 
"Cornucopia," a Fall Members' 
Show. Fine arts and crafts by 
member artists. Check web
site for seasonal hours: www. 
sawmillriverarts .com Show to 
10/31. 

Shelburne Falls Arts Co-op, 

Wendell Free Library invites 
artists to submit applications for 
exhibit in the Herrick Meeting 
Room gallery. See www. 
wendellmass. us. 

EVENTS 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Marris Ot
ter. Original folk rock by Jen Sp
ingla and Alyssa Kelly. 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Larz 
Young. Solo blues/folk/jazz. 8 
p.m. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30 

Shea Theater, Turners Falls: 
Ghost Light Theater presents 
Evil Dead, musical comedy 
steeped in blood. This is the last 
weekend for this "killer". 8p.m. $ 

Pioneer Tavern, MIiiers Falls: 
Lefty's Brewing Halloween Tap 
Take Over in addition to Kara
oke at 8:30 p.m. Lefty's will be 
giving away beer and prizes. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Mr. Noisy & 
The Spark Plugs. 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
All Hallow's Eve All Day. 

erational divide around use 
of social media, how the arts re
flect this use, and evaluating its 
value. 2-4 p.m. $ 

Montague Common Hall, Mon
tague: The Waxwing Four Con
cert. Gospel and Appalachian 
singing by men's a cappella 
quartet. 6 p.m. Donations 

Mocha Maya, Shelburne Falls: 
The Collected Poets Series, 
featuring poets Gail Thomas 
and Jenifer Browne Lawrence. 
Reading. 7 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Fall 
Town String Band. 8 p.m. $ 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Eric Love. 
60's and ?O's gold. 8 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

Carroll Room, Campus Center, 
Smith College, Northampton: 
Plant Conservation and Climate 
Change. Discussion with Jesse 
Bellemare whose reseach fo
cuses on plant ecology, bio
geography, and conservation; 
followed by reception and pre
view of the Fall Chrysanthemum 
Show at the Lyman Conserva
tory. 7:30 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 

Teen Center Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

2:30 to 6 p.rn. 

www.b1ici<:houserornmunity.org 
413-863-9576 

THURS 

1 0/ 291 Larz Young 
(solo blues/folk/jazz) 8pm FREE 

FRI 
10/30 I NO ~HOW 

SAT 

10/31 I The Static Age 
!play Misfits) 

Casual Friday 
Rebel Base 
9:30 $5 

78 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS F&U.5, Ml 
REIIJ£1VOUSfflU.COM 
TEL:413-863•2166 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

,0-= ~► Brian R. San Soocie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving tile Area for ove1 25 year!' Certified. Bonaecl• lllSU/P(f 

We Install all Types of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague S1rooI 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 

863-2471 
fax 863-8022 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

"""" • 
• Ii ~,J-~ 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

PARTRIDGE-ZSCHAU 

otlSUl)-~ 

25 Mmo~ F•II• •• : ~ \I' 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

(413) 863-4331 
www.pzinc.com 

Service 7 days a week, visit www.pzinc.com 

INSURANCE 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

·we Know Entertatnmenr 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

Pip_ione's 
SPORT SHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns&Ammo 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 
101 Ave A, Turners 414.863.4246 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS ~ 

413-863-3143 • 888-763-3443 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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Deb Edson and Anne 
Baker of Gill and 
Cheryl Carley of 
Greenfield share a 

Reporter on the shell
strewn Bowman '.r 
Beach, on Sanibel 
Island in Florida. 

Going somwhere? Bring us with you! Send photos to editor@montaguereporter.org. 

October 31, 5:30 p.m.: Erving's Rag Shag Parade 
By MELISSA WLOSTOSKI 

The Rag Shag, a parade featur
ing little kids in Halloween costumes 
and their pru·ents, is happening in 
Eiving on Halloween. The Eiving 
Recreation Co1runission is sponsor
ing the parade. 

The pru·ade will strut at the Park 
Street Paik at 5:30 p.m., and end at 
the Eiving Fire Station #2. (There 
ru·e two fire stations in Eiving.) 

Alison Rollins, a clerk for the 
Recreation Commission, said, "We 
alternate between both fire stations 
in the town." Rollins, who has been 
at her position for a year and a half, 
describes the event: "All it is, is a lo
cal parade for the town's children." 
She also gives her best guess as to 

SKELETON from page B1 

Chappell describes the nrurntive 
that guests will take prut in is as 
follows: 

Every year, creatures of the 
Greenwood celebrate the mak
ing of Burt's Bre,,1~ the best root 
beer known to the land. For this is 
bre,,ved by Ne,,v English Troll broth
ers Burt and Wilyum Higgins. 

The secret of the brewing pro
cess is l.7/own only to the trolls, 
and utilizes the power of a device 
known only as "The Machine. " 

This year, Burt and Wilyum 's 
much younger nephew Trent Hug-

how long the pru-ade has been going 
on as "over 10 yeru-s." 

Kids do not fill out an application 
to be in the parade. "They just show 
up." According to Rollins, they have 
shown up in a lot of interesting cos
tumes. "Superheroes, princesses, and 
monsters are big ones," she said, as 
well as "lots of animal costumes." 

She also mentions that the Recre
ation Commission has always been 
behind the pru·ade. "We provide a lot 
of treats and snacks at the end." 

Greenfield has been doing the 
srune type of parnde for kids as well, 
downtown. I have, in fact, run a crun
ern for GCTV one time and saw the 
costumes that the kids were werumg 
dmmg this pru·ade. One of them was 
a Dalek from Doctor Who, which 

gins is interning with them. But as 
the night of the brewing begins, 
Trent finds the machine won't work 
without a password... a password 
that requires participants to enter 
deep into the Greenwood to help 
him recover it. 

Pa1ticipants, accompanied by 
a mysterious guide called "The 
Seer," are led through a maze filled 
with a wonderful cast of charac
ters: Bmt, Jack Pulpit (emissary of 
Hallowe'en), Dark Bark (Sentinel 
of the Greenwood), Finnegan (a 
skeleton from the old countty), and 

was pretty good. Both parades must 
be doing quite well with the kids and 
their pru·ents, since they have hap
pened year after year. 

Eiving has a festival to celebrate 
the fall as well. The town seems to be 
ve1y community-oriented. In addi
tion to that and the Rag Shag parade, 
they ru·e hying to set up a community 
gru·den, which will be located at their 
senior center. They ru·e looking for 
volunteers for that project. I believe 
they will find a lot of them, if these 
results are anything like what they 
get for the pru·ade. 

Happy Halloween to those who 
ru·e pruticipating in the pru-ade, and 
to eve1yone else who is doing some
thing for Halloween this yeru·! 

many more. 
You can check out their website, 

www.skeletoncrewtheater.com, for 
further information. 

The shows will erun money for 
grades 9 to 12. They are held in
doors and are handicap accessible. 
TFHS students will be mnning con
cessions: food, drinks, glow sticks, 
face paint, etc. 

The shows will be at TFHS on 
Friday the 30th and Saturday the 
31st from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Admis
sion is free for kids 5 and under, $7 

for TFHS students and kids 12 II~ 
and under, and $10 for adults. ~ 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior /Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413--461-5172 

N-MASSAMONT 
EALTORS 

(413) 665-3771 x104 om 
(413) 665-3772 fax 
(413) 834-1524Cell 
(413) 423-3810 Home 
don@cblll1U".com E-mail 
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Home Modification Loan Program 

Home Modification Loan Program 
is state-funded loan program that can 
help MA residents live more 
independently at home by providing 
loans for access and safety modifica
tions for elders and persons with dis
abilities. 

• Provides 0% and 3% loans (up to 
$30,000) 

• Generous income guidelines 

• Approximately 94% of homeowners 
qualify for a 0% loan 

• 0% loans have no monthly payments 
and repayment is required when the 
home is sold or transferred! 

For more information, visit 
www.mass.gov/mrc/hmlp 

or call Susan Gillam at 617-204-3739 
or call Shirley Stephens 

at 413-781-6045. 

Please mention code "HMLP-MR" 

Mauaehu..«.s R~ab.iU-tattOn Comm1$.Sion 

CEDAC 
Community Economic Development 
Assistance Corporation 

MUSIC 
0 

MOVIES 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmail.com 

-I Elm Strtd, S<>11cl1 Dr.e,f1tld. MA 0137B 

www.cbupton-massamont.aa ~~~~Mill I M~~l~b~t Lt~1rn I J~J.~J~~ 
tel Husqvarna 
• lawn Tractors 
• Snow Blowers 
• Rototillers 
•Chainsaws 
• 0-Turn Mowers 

• Lawn Mowers 
•Trimmers 
• Leaf Blowers 
• Push Mowers 
• Full Service Dept. 
• Financing Available 

r;;;;JGREEN RIVER 
~POWERSPORTS 

1 Main Road (Route 2) Gill, MA 863-4892 
www.greenriverpowersports.com 

COME SEE WHAT'S COOKING and/:,; 
• Fresh Chicken, Eggs & Pork •~e((\--- ~~ 
• Free Range Turkey Q 
• Grass Fed Beef & lamb 

• Home-style meals, Sides, 
Soups & Desserts 

Every Bird Inspected by a 

0iemand Grandma 

126 Mormon Hollow Rd. Wendell, MA 01349 Call or Email: Early.Order 
fhediemondform.com 

diemondformstore@gmoi/.com 
Mon-Sat. 7am-5pm, Sun 1 Oom • 3-pm 

Your Thanksgiving Turkey 

While Suplles Last 

Qr:ri Jo/1119,011. '1?rort0,1 
A!3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SR[S 
4 I ']-f;6 '3-97 '36 • Gerilohmonr<1 Realtor.corn 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CR5 (Certified Refidential Special/sf) 
Only 4'/o of all REALTORS hold this iffiti~ous desig,ia1ioo. 
The CRS ~ my badge of expertiie and )'Our shield o/ 
.isstrance. Put your lrust in lhc best to get the job dore. 
WMthcr buying, selling or rcfMing. ,lw~~ cl1oose 
GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO 1rn1~ n& /'l'f>tWnM. 

Oz 
lffllMM1i@i 66 French King Rwy., Gill 
ii■Uiiiiiri (41~ 863-9736 • WWW.GJAR.COM 

Pumpkins ~<0flRE F, 

at the farm stand? f5 .,.. ~...., 
~~aflWII'~ 

Old Depot Gudens, 
504 Turners Falls Road. 
Montague www.rcdfircfarm.com 
//4 mile up 1he road 
from 1he 8001<111//I 

Orgnnie Produtt 

& Lo,a/ Prod11rts 

~ 

50 SHA~'HA CONSTRUCTION 
SuPP,1!,Y Co. INc. 

~Rock solid service with level advice·· 

\ .. 
oinplete Masonry Supply 

Offering a complete ltnc of pavcrs . 
wall stone, retaining wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 41 3-863-4322 

and at our new location or802-579-1800 
529 S, Main St, Brattleboro www.shonohonsupply.com 




