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MONTAGUE SELECTBOARD 

Local Cable 
Contract Up 
For Grabs 

"It's a Life or Death Situation": Gill's Selectboard Candidates 
Differ On Views of Town Sheila Raye Charles Speaks at TFHS 

By PATRICIA PRUITT 

By JEFF SINGLETON 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

At the Gill selectboard 
fomm on Tuesday, May 
6, candidates Fred Chase 
and Grego1y Snedeker pre­
sented contrasting views on 
how they would lead the 
town into the future. The 
major difference between 
the two was their assess-

On Monday, May 12 the Mon­
tague selectboard voted to issue a 
Request For Proposals for an entity 
to provide local access television 
for the town. The cuffent local ac­
cess provider is Montague Com­
munity Cable Incorporated, bet­
ter known as MCTV, and the vote 
brought back memories of the long 
battle to return the administration of 
local access television to Montague 
from Greenfield. 

GILL-MONTAGUE -
On Wednesday, May 7, 
Turners Falls High School 
students filed into the the­
atre to hear a talk by the 
late singer Ray Charles's 
daughter, Sheila Raye 
Chai-Ies Steptoe, and her 
husband Michael Tony 
Steptoe. Charles and her husband tour schools with ment of how they regai·ded the pres­

ent well-being of the town. 

Chase, left, and Snedeker, right. 

build community." 
Sheila Raye introduced 

her husband, Tony, who 
the cautionary tale of their lift experiences. 

than 11 years in prison. His route 
out of dmgs and prison cells was to 
seek an answer through prayer. 

In the view of the selectboard, 
MCTV's failure to notify the town 
of its desire to continue to be the 
provider one year in advance of 
the expiration of its contract, which 
ends on May 19, kicked in the need 
for a new RFP process. 

told his story of going from being a 
high school senior with a 3.5 GPA 
and a promising high school athlet­
ic record in three sports - a person 
full of expectation and a sense of 
possibility for scholai·ships and op­
portunities for college - to a felony 
charge for accesso1y to a robbery. 

His was a case of both being in 
the wrong place at the wrong time 
and no good deed goes unpunished. 
He gave a ride to a man he knew 
by sight and let him off where he 
wished to go. The man proceeded 
to rob a store at gunpoint. 

He got honest with himself and 
staited reaching out for something 
positive. He became humble about 
his real situation and what it would 
take to save his life from the dead 
end where it had stalled. 

His advice, based on his ex­
perience, was: "Consider eve1y 
choice." Ironically, in prison he be­
gan to fo1mulate new aspirations. 

For Chase, the town appeared to 
be "in horrible shape and needed to 
be fixed." Snedeker said he believed 
that while improvements could be 
made, he though the town was actu­
ally doing well. 

For Chase, Gill has become a 
"point of depaiture, not a destina­
tion." "There's nothing to attract 
people here," he said. 

He was also quite critical of 
changes that he'd seen take place 
over the last half-century. "You 
used to have town hall dances and 
weekly church suppers. Gill, in fact, 
was fainous for its church suppers. 
We had a picnic ai·ea and a public 
beach. Now there's nothing." 

For Chase, the most pressing 
need is to increase the tax base. 
Citing statistics of income and un­
employment, he remarked that one­
third of the residents of Gill are on 
fixed incomes: "We can't expect 
these people to pay more." 

He said he would attempt to cre­
ate a 5- to 7-year "expansion plan" 
for Gill, with a paiticular emphasis 
on attracting small businesses. He 
also said the town should investi­
gate grants that would aid the town. 

Snedeker agreed that it was dif­
ficult for some people in town, but 
felt that the selectboard and town 
committees had done "a very good 
job navigating the town over the last 
20 yeai·s." 

Local access television is pait 
of the broader contract between the 
town of Montague and Comcast for 
the provision of cable television 
services to the town. That contract 
is still under negotiation. MCCI 
receives a set po1tion of Comcast 
revenues, which will continue even 
though the Comcast contract re­
mains at a stalemate. 

Michael Langknecht, president 
of MCCI's boai·d of directors, and 
station manager Dean Garvin ap­
proached the selectboai·d with a pro­
posal to simply extend the existing 

Someone wrote down Tony's li­
cense plate nmnber, he was atTest­
ed, and did time in jail as an acces­
s01y to the crime. He came home 
with all his aspirations shattered. 

In a state of depression over 
his loss of possibilities he began 
to smoke marijuana, to take pills, 
then to shoot heroin, all of which 
eained him another jail sentence. 

He explained that it was not un­
til he realized he was still going to 
have to make choices for himself 
that he was able to visualize what 
he might make of himself. 

Several times he offered stu­
dents this thought: "A vision is al­
ready a reality." 

When he got out of prison the 
second time, he was determined 
to make a positive life for himself. 
After training to be an esthetician, 

Snedeker disagreed, saying he 
didn't see the situation as being so 
"bleak." "There ai·e many things that 
bring people to Gill: our schools, 
Upinngil, my two favorite restau­
rants, and the boating club." 

While noting that increasing the 
tax base was ce1tainly impo1tant, 
he took a more cautious approach 
to how this could best be achieved. 
He said as selectman he would seek 
advice from various town commit­
tees on how the town could achieve 
growth. 

see MONTAGUE page A7 
Altogether, he spent more see CHARLES page A6 

Snedeker also noted that it is 
"easy to complain ... but I don't 
think that's a point of depaiture to see GILL page AS 

Erving: Town Meeting Calls For New 
Zoning Regulations To Allow Gas Station 
By KATIE NOLAN 

On Wednesday, May 7, the 
Eiving annual town meeting 
approved spending $25,000 
toward a state matching grant 
funding a feasibility study for 
the libra1y. 

The meeting also in­
strncted the planning boai·d 
and selectboard to develop 
new zoning regulations that 
might allow a gas station at 
the Dml1<in' Donuts and con­
venience store on the comer 
of French King Highway and 
Semb Drive. 

Finance committee mem­
ber A1thur Johnson said that, 
although the printed waiTant 
showed that the finance com­
mittee approved the libraiy 
study appropriation, the vote 
was split 3-2. 

Johnson said he voted 
against recommending it be­
cause, "I just didn't want to 
get into a [financial] situation 
like Orange or Athol.. . The 
library is doing fine as it is. It 
is more than big enough the 
way it is and is meeting ev­
erybody's needs in Eiving." 

He added that he didn't 
want to have the town end 
up spending "one hundred 
thousand or a million" for a 
new libra1y building. Asked 
from the floor if he had ever 
been in the libra1y, Johnson 
replied, "No." 

Selectboai·d chair Eugene 
Klepadlo said of the libraiy, 
"they do a lot of good work 

there," and listed free com­
puter access, DVDs, books, 
science programs, and a visit 
from the Lego Lady. He not­
ed that the state share of the 
grant is for $50,000, giving 
the town $75,000 to complete 
the feasibility study. 

Jacqueline Boyden told 
the meeting that the feasibil­
ity study would explore ideas 
about whether the libraiy 
should expand in its cm1·ent 
location, build new, or reuse 
an existing town building. 

Library director Barbara 
Friedman said the purpose 
for studying the libra1y facil­
ity was to "make the libraiy 
relevant for the 
21st century." 

of town buildings. 
A sti·aw poll initiated by 

Newton indicated that towns­
people liked the idea of the 
holistic approach. However, 
Friedman told the meeting 
that the language in the ar­
ticle was carefully written 
to meet the requirements of 
the matching grant and that 
changes could jeopardize the 
grant application. 

The libra1y study appro­
priation passed with a unani­
mous voice vote. 

A1ticle 5 asked the town to 
allow ''the development and 
constmction of a gas station 

see ERVING page A4 

Finance com­
mittee chair Dan­
iel Hammock 
said that library 
expansions can 
be controversial, 
but he knows the 
members of the 
libraiy feasibil­
ity committee and 
he "tiusts them to 
be thoughtful and 
frugal people." 

Town clerk 
Richard Newton 
suggested that 
rather than a "one­
off' study, the 
town should take a 
holistic approach 
and consider if 
there is a way to 
consolidate uses 

Erving dedicated its annual town rep01t to 
Rl!bert Bitzer, 1vbo has represented the town 
on the Franklin County Technical School 
committee far 24 years. Bitzer was praised 
far bis years of active participation on the 
school committee, sever-al subcommittees, and 

at in-school and aftercscbool events. According 
to the profile in the town report, "Every an­
nual town meeting, Mr. Bitzer bas taken the 
time to come and give a short speech about the 
importance of the B-anklin County Technical 

S cbool and vocational education. " 

Public Transit "Conversations" Begin 
By JEFF SINGLETON 

TURNERS FALLS - "If 
there were no funding limi­
tations, what ti·ansit se1vice 
would you want?" 

That is how Maureen 
Mullaney, a planner at the 
Franklin Regional Council of 
Governments, kicked off the 
new process to evaluate fixed 
route se1vice provided by the 
Franklin Regional Transit 
Service. 

But since there are fund­
ing limitations, one of the key 
goals of the new process, ac­
cording to officials who orga­
nized the meeting at the Great 
Falls Discove1y Center, is to 
give Franklin County more 
money to expand service. 

The Discove1y Center 
meeting was the first of four 
in the region billed as pait of 
a series called "Community 
Conversations on Transit." 

Other meetings will take 
place in Greenfield, Orange 
and Charlemont in the com­
ing days. The meetings are 
pait of a "Comprehensive 
Service Analysis" (CSA) 
mandated by the state legis­
lature as pa1t of its recently 
passed ti·ansportation bill. 

The meeting began with 
a PowerPoint presentation 
describing the CSA and the 
regional ti·ansit authority- its 
budget, the towns it se1ves, 
and the kinds of service it 
provides. 

There was also an inter­
active quiz on these issues, 
with audience members re-

Just over twenty people attended Turners' public input event. 

sponding to questions about 
public ti·ansportation with 
hand-held clickers. The Re­
porter will not min the fun at 
future meetings by revealing 
the questions in advance. 

After the PowerPoint, 
members of the audience, 
which numbered just over 
twenty, were encouraged to 
visit various stations on the 
perimeter of the hall. 

One station, labeled 
"Where is There a High De­
mand for Transit?," showed 
a map of the region. The 
public was invited to place 
small green dots where they 
live, and small yellow dots to 
mai·k locations they frequent­
ly visit. 

At another station, the 
public was invited to place 
lai·ger dots on a boai·d to 
"Vote for Sho1t Te1m Priori­
ties." The suggested options 
included staffing the booth in 
the lobby of the Transpo1ta­
tion Center; adding sho1t, 
direct access shuttles; better 

connections with PVTA ser­
vice; and WiFi access. 

Another station contained 
maps where the public could 
actually propose new routes 
or devise their own ti·ansit 
system. 

The public appeared to en­
joy these activities, but there 
was little discussion of the 
issues raised over the past 
year about the FRTA's fixed 
routes, including the viabil­
ity of the direct route from 
Montague to Amherst, public 
calls for weekend se1vice, the 
need for a broader vision of 
public transit se1ving diverse 
constituencies, and questions 
about how the system is fi­
nanced and how costs are as­
sessed to member towns. 

FRCOG and FRTA offi­
cials have sti·essed that these 
public meetings are only the 
beginning of the CSA input 
process, which will continue 
for approximately a yeai·. 

The conversations will 
continue. 
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It's Time To Act on 
Global Warming Now 

Last week the White House 
released its National Climate As­
sessment Report. The news was 
neither good, nor unexpected. 
We've known for some time that 
the planet is getting hotter, that 
climate change is real, and that we 
humans are doing our best to has­
ten temperature rise. We just didn't 
quite know how bad it really was. 

The extensive repo1t is a distil­
lation of the largest batch of US 
climate data ever. "It is notable that 
as these data records have grown 
longer and climate models have 
become more comprehensive, ear­
lier predictions have largely been 
confinned," says the repo1t. 

But the study also notes the polar 
caps are melting at an even greater 
rate than expected. And just this 
week new data on the breakup of 
the vast Antarctic ice shelf reveals 
that not only is the ice melting, the 
trend is in-eversible. 

As a consequence of this wann­
ing there have been significant in­
creases in flooding, more severe 
droughts, heavier precipitation and 
rising sea levels. This in tum has 
already affected agriculture, water 
resources, human health, and eco­
systems on land and in the oceans. 

The report also highlights the 
tremendous economic costs of 
climate change, costs that will get 
worse ifwe fail to act. 

At last, President Obama seems 
seriously willing and eager to act. 
Unlike far too many in Congress, 
he has grasped that the only pos­
sible course to take is to aggres­
sively reduce our emissions of 
greenhouse gases. 

As a result, new bills will soon 
be introduced into congress. Cli­
mate change, as the president and 
many know, is here to stay. But 
reducing greenhouse gasses will 
lessen the degree and thereby the 
intensity of the thermal impact on 
the US and the planet. 

The E.U. grasped this reality 
quite some time ago, and has made 
great strides in curbing manmade 
pollution. But China, India, Rus­
sia and the US, huge players in 
the global waiming catastrophe, 
have not. Perhaps this rep01t will 
change that. 

Ban-Ki Moon, Secreta1y Gen­
eral of the U.N., has gotten it. He 
has convened a U.N. summit on 
the issue for September. 

For decades one of the major 
reasons we and other polluters 
have been unwilling to do much 
about CO2 emissions is the belief 
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that doing so will haim the econo­
my. What this report makes clear 
is that not doing something about 
greenhouse gasses will hmt the 
economy even more. 

Ban-Ki Moon highlighted this 
issue in his call to action: "Just as 
scientists are united on the impacts 
of climate change, so are econo­
mists generally agreed on the costs 
of combatting it. 

Working now for a rapid trans­
fo1mation to a low-cai·bon econ­
omy will be significantly less ex­
pensive for people and economies 
than failing to act.. .. No one can 
afford the relentless increase in 
global temperatmes that business 
as usual will bring." 

It's not just politicians who ai·e 
concerned. John Nelson, chai1man 
of Lloyds of London, wrote last 
week that damage and weather-re­
lated losses around the world have 
increased from an annual aver­
age of $50 billion in the 1980s to 
close to $200 billion over the last 
decade. 

"The 326-yeai·-old insmance 
mai·ket, whose members write in­
smance business worldwide, be­
lieves the time has come for a for­
mal call on the industry to take into 
account various climate-change 
scenarios to avoid unpredictable 
losses to businesses." 

In more prosaic te1ms, what 
Nelson's statement means is that 
insurance companies are going to 
be fai· more cautious in insuring 
homes in ai·eas prone to lnuricanes 
and tornadoes. Waterfront homes 
will be less and less insurable. 

Then, of course, there's Sena­
tor Marco Rubio, whose own state 
of Florida was cited in the repo1t 
as being under serious threat from 
rising ocean levels and increased 
lnuricanes. 

Rubio told ABC News last week 
that he does not believe "human 
activity is causing these drainatic 
changes to our climate the way 
these scientists are po1traying it." 

He then added: "I do not believe 
that the laws that they propose will 
do anything about it, except it will 
destroy our economy." 

President Obama has his work 
cut out for him. While many in 
Congress on both sides of the aisle 
are on board, fai· too many, pa1tic­
ulai·ly in the Republican Paity, ai·e 
not. We hope the president's re­
solve will not weaken, that science 
and fact will prevail over special 
interests, or maybe just stupidity. 
Our planet deserves better. 

Adve1tising and copy deadline is 
Monday at NOON. 

This newspaper shall not be liable 
for errors in advertisements, but 
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of the advertisement in which an 
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Gill: Banash Makes Endorsement 
Over the past several weeks I 

have heard many things that the two 
candidates for Selectman have been 
saying. 

I carefully watched the Candi­
dates fonun last week, and listened 
to the two candidates' answers. 
Only one of the candidates has tak­
en the time to talk to me. 

Initially I had reservations about 
both candidates, as neither has had 
any recent meaningful experience 

in town government. 
After ve1y careful consideration, 

I believe that Greg Snedeker is the 
best candidate, and should be elect­
ed on May 19. 

Greg does not come into this 
with an agenda. He realizes that he 
has much to leam, and is willing to 
listen and to take the time and do 
the work that is necessary. He is en­
thusiastic about Gill. 

He does not think that things 

need to be "fixed," and believes that 
we need to continue to go fo1ward 
with the initiatives that the present 
Board has started. 

I believe that Greg will be a posi­
tive addition to the Gill Boai·d of 
Selectmen. Please vote on May 19, 
and cast yom ballot for Greg Sne­
deker. 

Ann Banash 
Gill 

Helping Montague Thrive Through Play 
Playability, the extent to which 

a community makes it easy for kids 
to get balanced and active play, is a 
new movement taking shape in com­
munities across America fostered by 
the national nonprofit KaBOOM! in 
paitnership with Humana Founda­
tion and led by 212 Americai1 cities 
who ai·e making play a priority. 

On May 13, the Town of Mon­
tague was recognized as among the 
212 communities nained a 2014 
Playful City USA designation for 
the first year for om efforts driv­
ing the movement to foster fainily­
friendly, kid-friendly environments 
by offering easy and accessible op­
portm1ities for play. 

Some of the initiatives we will 
be working on this yeai· will be the 
development of a skate park, the 
installation of an accessible swing 

Eagle-eyed John Hanold, chair 
of the Montague finance com­
mittee, brought to our attention 
some e1rnrs in our repo1ting on 
Montague's town meeting (May 8, 
2014, "It's Unanimous: Montague 
Town Meeting backs Unity Skate 
Park"). 

We stated that town meeting ap­
propriated $8,136,058 in salaries 
for elected and appointed officials. 
This figme actually represents all 
of the General Fund, not just sala-
11es. 

We also implied in om aiticle 
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(both at Unity Park), working on 
a comprehensive plan to improve 
Rutter's Pai·k in Lake Pleasant, ai1d 
installing new swingsets at High­
lai1d Park in Millers Falls. 

Cities and towns, along with lead­
ers from eve1y sector collaborating 
towards a common goal, have the 
power to turn all spaces into trans­
fo1mative, playful areas for activity, 
inspiration and discovery. 

Many of the innovative Playful 
City USA communities are leverag­
ing underntilized resomces and un­
expected spaces in creative ways to 
make play the easy option for faini­
lies - from designating public play 
days to holistic investments for play 
in schools and communities. 

By creating a kid-friendly desti­
nation for fainilies and businesses 
to invest in we ai·e setting the foun-

Some Corrections 
that the amount town meeting ap­
prop11ated for recent collective 
bargaining agreements was a final 
number. In fact, the town and the 
muons have not yet reached agree­
ment. 

We also effed in om Montague 
Selectboard aiticle (May 8, 2014, 
"Board Snuggles Again with Bams 
and Parking Bans"). 

We wrote that Montague town 
planner Walter Rainsey had pro­
vided maps to Lisa Adams. 

Walter tells us: "Those maps 
were surveyed plans that were re-

dation for Montague to thrive with 
playful solutions. 

Thanks to thoughtful leadership 
of our parks & recreation Commis­
sion and boai·d of selectmen, as well 
as a helping hand from Humana 
Fotmdation and KaBOOM!, we 
hope we will be able to continue 
building our community to become 
a great place to live over the next 
yeai· and for many years to come. 

Now is the time to accelerate the 
playability movement in our com­
munity ai1d we need your help. 

Join us in celebrating our suc­
cesses and show your support for 
play as we continue to work to­
wards creating a brighter, playable 
future for Montague. 

Jonathan J. Dobosz, CPRP 
Directo1; Montague Parks & 

Recreation 

searched and provided by DOT 
directly to Ms. Adams. They were 
pait of DOT's smvey backgrom1d 
materials. I only bring up the point 
because the a1ticle asse1ts they 
were the wrong maps. 

"I do stand by the DOT smvey 
- as it is logically researched and 
stamped by a professional engineer 
- but my office did not provide the 
'wrong' info1mation." 

We thank John and Walter for 
their cai·eful reading of the paper. 
We regret the e1rnrs. 
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z 
o members from all precincts. Vot-
g ers will also be voting for the Gill­
"' Montague school committee. 
3 = The Gill Annual Town Election 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
~ will be held on May 19, 2014 from 
:5 noon to 8:00 pm. at the Fire Sta­
< tion, 196 Main Road. 
0 

~ Candidates are on the ballot for 
w .., 

Compiled by DON CLEGG 

The Wendell Plant Swap will 
be held Sunday, May 18 from 10 
a m. to noon on the common, near 
the gazebo. Bring annuals, peren­
nials, and other items to swap or 
share. Some people come because 
it's fun, whether they have plants 
to swap or not. The Plant Swap is 
sponsored by the Wendell Commu­
nity Garden. Contact Katie at 544-
2306 for more info. 

Greenfield Community College 
is hosting a free Public Safety Day 
event for families on Saturday, 
May 17, from 10 am. to 2 p.m. at 
the main campus. Children will 
have the chance to check out police 
cars, safety helicopters, ambulances 
and climb on fire tmcks. There are 
also child ID kits, raffles, live ac­
tion demos and a visit from Smokey 
Bear. 

Is someone in your family statt­
ing to think about driving? Do you 
have a parent who perhaps should 

NOT be driving? Might you have 
a family member needing special 
equipment in order to drive? What 
is a restriction on a permit or driv­
er's license? Any other questions? 

Nekke Ragoza of Liberty Driv­
ing School brings her extensive 
driving-related expe1tise to GSB in 
Turners Falls on Saturday, May 17 
from 10 until noon to help you out 
with any questions or concerns that 
need answering. 

Light refreshments will be pro­
vided free of charge by GSB. No 
reservations required. 

Monday, May 19, 2014 is the 
Montague Annual Town Elec­
tion. The polls will be open from 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. in all six pre­
cincts. 

All registered voters of Mon­
tague will vote for selectman, asses­
sor, board of health, parks & recre­
ation commission, libra1y tmstees, 
Montague Housing Authority, Sol­
diers Memorial tmstees (veteran 
& non-veteran) and town meeting 

Water Bills Due June 2 

board of assessors, selectboard, tax 
collector, two- and three-year seats 
on the cemete1y commission, con­
stable, libra1y trustee and board 
of health, and the Gill-Montague 
school committee. 

There will also be a debt exclu­
sion question to authorize a tem­
porary increase in the tax rate for 
a roof replacement project at the 
Public Safety Complex (196 Main 
Road). 

The 38th Annual Flea Mar­
ket & Gas Engine Show starts on 
Friday, May 23, with food booths 
opening at 11 :30 a.m. The event 
is hosted by the United Church of 
Bernardston, 58 Church Street, and 
continues through Sunday, May 25. 

The TRIAD Spring Lunch sup­
porting the Gill/Montague and Er­
ving Senior Centers is Wednesday, 
May 21 at noon in St. Kaz Hall, at 
197 Avenue A, in Tm11ers Falls. 

Tickets are $6 and are available 
at local police departments, senior 
centers and from TRIAD officers. 
The lunch is presented by the Turn­
ers Falls Fire Department and topic 
will be fire and fall prevention. 

The Gill/Montague Senior Cen-

ter, at 62 Fifth Street in Tmners 
Falls, is hosting sing alongs with 
Morning Stat· and (sometimes) 
Moonlight at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
May 22 and June 19. 

The deadline to register dogs 
in Montague is Thursday, May 
29. Thereafter, a fine of $20 will 
be added to the registration fee. On 
Jm1e 1st, the Chief of Police will re­
ceive a list of delinquent dog own­
ers for enforcement. 

Dogs are licensed at the Town 
Clerk's office. A license for a neu­
tered or spayed dog is $5 and a li­
cense for an unaltered dog is $10. 

The Clerk's office requires proof 
of rabies vaccination and also re­
quires proof of spaying or neutering 
unless akeady previously provided. 

License renewals may be ob­
tained through the town's website: 
www.montague.net only if your 
dog's rabies vaccination that was 
used for last year's registration has 
not yet expired. 

The Town Clerk's office is open 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p m. Town Hall is closed on Fri­
days. For more information you 
can contact the office at 863-3200, 
ext. 203 or email at townclerk@ 
montague-ma.gov. 

Send your local briefs to 
editor@montaguereporter.org. 
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Customers of the Turners Falls Water Depaitment, which serves Turners Falls, 

Lake Pleasant and Millers Falls, have until June 2 to pay their water bills. 

Leverett School Committee Reorganizes; 
School Choice To Continue 

Practice, Study, 
Community 

There is a $20 late fee for bills submitted after this date. 

The office is open Monday through Friday, 8:30 am. to 4:30 pm., at 226 Mill­
ers Falls Road, Turners Falls. Bills may be paid by mail, in person, or at the 

depaitment's website: www.tumersfallswate1:com. 

DEP, Natural Heritage Approve 
Greenfield and Hatchery Roads Plan 

By CHRISTOPHER 
SAWYER-LAU<;ANNO 

MONTAGUE - Mark Fairbroth­
er, chair of the Montague Conse1va­
tion Commission, announced at a 
public hearing on May 8, that both 
the Massachusetts Depa1tment of 
Environmental Protection and the 
Natural Heritage Endangered Spe­
cies Program have approved the 
plan proposed by the commission to 
comply with the state's sto1m water 
management plan. 

The plan, prepared by Greenman­
Pedersen and Epsilon Associates, in 
conjunction with the conse1vation 
commission, seeks to ensure that 
all improvements to Greenfield and 
Hatchery Roads are made in an en­
vironmentally safe manner. 

The scope of the work on these 
roads includes: reconstmcting and 
straightening Greenfield Road from 
Hatchery n01th to Montague City; 
building a pedestrian and bicycle 
bridge over the Pan Am tracks on 
Greenfield Road; widening Hatch­
ery Road; repaving Greenfield Road 
from the Montague Book Mill to its 
dead end at the Pan Am Railroad; 

and crossing and transit improve­
ments to Montague City Road, to 
better connect the canalside bike 
path to the south side of that busy 
road. 

Among the proposals accepted 
by the DEP and Natural Heritage are 
that there be no stockpiling of mate­
rials, fueling of vehicles or storage 
of oil, fuel or other hazardous ma­
terials in wetlands resource areas or 
their buffer zones. 

In addition, the private contrac­
tor must provide wate1tight tanks or 
banels to dispose of chemical pol­
lutants that result from constmction 
activity. 

Other stipulations are that the 
contractor notify the conse1vation 
commission 48 hours in advance 
of any changes in scope, design or 
constmction methods prior to their 
implementation in the field. 

Additionally, any spills of haz­
ardous materials must be reported 
immediately to the DEP and the 
commission, and cleaned up accord­
ing to DEP guidelines. 

Fairbrother expressed satisfaction 
with the restrictions and the DEP 
and Natural Heritage approvals. 

By REPORTER STAFF 

The Leverett School Committee, 
at its meeting on Monday, May 5, 
after electing officers, immediately 
began making decisions about the 
near and more distant future. 

The committee welcomed two 
newly elected members, Jenn 
Chy lack and Allen Mully. In choos­
ing new officers Kip Fonsh was 
elected Chair, Che1yl Bonica as 
Secretary and Sarah Dolven as rep­
resentative to the Regional School 
Committee. 

Three topics engaged much of 
the attention of the committee mem­
bers during the evening. First, each 
May, by state law, the committee 
must decide if it wishes to continue 
to be designated a school choice. 

Members of the committee ex­
pressed a myriad of concerns includ­
ing the ethical and moral dilemma 
posed by taking money from other 
districts along with their students, 
the financial impact on both the 
school and the town and the benefits 
and pitfalls of admitting youngsters 
from other communities. 

While the vote was to continue 
to admit School Choice students, 
this is a conversation that will in the 
future require input from the entire 
community. 

Members also discussed a re­
quest from the finance committee 
to provide infonnation regarding 
the rationales for the employing 
of teachers, paraprofessionals and 
other staff members. 

Superintendent Mahler will craft 

a response that will be shared with 
the Finance Committee and Select 
Board at a meeting that will include 
the School Committee. 

The committee also discussed 
the upcoming sustainability com­
mittee meeting at 6 p m. on Mon­
day, May 19. The work of this com­
mittee has taken on significantly 
more impo1tance after the lengthy 
discussion and debate at this year's 
town meeting. 

The work of this group contin­
ues to focus on developing strate­
gies that would insure the continued 
high level of instmctional programs 
at Leverett Elementa1y. However, 
the discussion may broaden to in­
clude other town se1vices and how 
all town departments are related to 
one another financially. 

Finally, Superintendent Maltler 
shared information with the com­
mittee members about the Com­
monwealth's decision to gradually 
replace the MCAS with a new test, 
the PARCC (Partnership for As­
sessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers). 

The continued piloting of this 
new test in Spring, 2015 is some­
thing that all parents should pay 
attention to and become as knowl­
edgeable as possible about the de­
tails of this new assessment. The 
coilllnittee will also be paying ve1y 
close attention to this matter. 

Reporting based on information 
supplied by school committee chair 
KipFonsh. 
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and car wash located on land in the 
Town of Erving.” 

Ralph Semb, who initiated the 
petition to bring the article before 
town meeting, offered an amend-
ment, changing it to a request for the 
planning board and selectboard to 
develop zoning bylaws that would 
allow gas station development in 
the town’s Zone 2 drinking water 
protection area.

At the 2009 annual town meet-
ing, a citizens’ petition article pre-
sented by Erik and Ralph Semb 
asked for zoning bylaw changes 
that would allow construction of a 
gas station at their property, which 
is located in the Zone 2 drinking 
water protection area for the town’s 
water supply well.

However, at that meeting, the 
voters overwhelmingly approved an 
amended article asking the select-
board and planning board to work 
together to develop the zoning by-
law changes. 

The revised zoning bylaws pre-
sented at a subsequent special town 
meeting did not receive the neces-
sary approval from 2/3 of the voters. 
A convenience store and Dunkin’ 
Donuts franchise were constructed 
at the site.

Ralph Semb told this meeting, 
“Many people have come to me 
asking for a gas station in town.” He 
said that with modern safety regu-
lations for petroleum storage tanks, 
“groundwater will not be polluted 
in any way, shape or form.” 

Planning board chair William 
Morris said, “Currently the town 
bylaws are a bit more strict than 
the state laws and regulations.” He 
suggested that the zoning bylaws 

should be decided after planning 
board study, a public hearing and a 
public vote.

Hammock said that it was “a 
good thing financially to have a gas 
station in town,” and that “with to-
day’s technology, a gas station will 
be safe.” 

Tim Cronin, who said he for-
merly operated a Shell station in 
Greenfield, said, “Gas stations leak, 
either by operator error or customer 
error.” He said that 36 states are fac-
ing water restrictions, and that “the 
number one resource is water.” 

He added, “We have good water 
in Erving and I want to see it pro-
tected.”

Questioned about whether the 
planning board would seek inde-
pendent experts about the issue, 
Morris said that the planning board 
doesn’t do investigations, but inter-
ested citizens bring in information 
and experts and there is a “robust 
dialogue.” 

Robert Bitzer commented that 
the Semb family “is very dedicated 
to the town of Erving.”

The amended article was ap-
proved by a majority voice vote.

An article adopting revised water 
department rules and regulations as 
town bylaws was amended to a re-
quest that the water commissioners 
(the selectboard members) set the 
revised water department rules and 
regulations. The amended article 
passed by majority vote.

During discussion of the water 
department, Morningstar Chenven 
asked whether the water commis-
sion was aware of potential threats 
of contamination to drinking water 
from the proposed Tennessee Gas 
Company pipeline expected to be 

routed through Erving. 
Selectboard chair Eugene Kle-

padlo said that the project was at the 
stage of surveying land and that the 
final route was unknown. 

He said that the proposed route 
was not going near the town’s drink-
ing water aquifer.

Anthony Rubinacci commented 
that traffic on Route 2 posed as great 
a threat to groundwater as the pro-
posed pipeline and that the pipeline 
construction would provide needed 
jobs. 

Moonlight Davis remarked that 
jobs are important, but asked, “can 
we afford to have something in the 
water that will make us sick?” 

Klepadlo observed that the ar-
ticle concerned departmental rules 
and regulations, not the pipeline, 
and moderator Rich Peabody 
brought the meeting back to dis-
cussing changes to rules regarding 
water connections, rates, meters and 
abatements.

The meeting approved FY’15 
expenses including $3.1 million for 
general government expenses (town 
administration, fire and police de-
partments, highway, library, and 
parks and recreation), $2.6 million 
to fund Erving Elementary School, 
$990,476 for secondary education 
tuition and expenses, $672,944 for 
wastewater operations, $380,833 
for Franklin County Technical 
School, and $300,000 for the other 
post-employment benefits liability 
trust fund. 

For FY’15, salaries for elected 
officials total $100,000.

Other money items approved in-
cluded:
• $100,000 for road work on North 
Street, Church Street and High 

Street
• $30,000 for a generator for fire 
hall #2 (Ervingside)
• $25,300 for a highway leaf collec-
tor
• $25,000 for maintaining and im-
proving town buildings
• $12,000 for the special stabiliza-
tion fund for EES computers
• $10,000 for replacing computers 
and accessories in police depart-
ment vehicles
• $10,000 for a printer for the asses-
sors’ office
• $8,000 to purchase portable pumps 
for the fire department
• $7,500 for purchasing space in the 
Around Town newsletter
• $7,000 for replacing firearms for 
the police department
• $7,000 to purchase large diameter 
hose for the fire department
• $6,000 for purchasing software, 
components, and accessories for 
the police department to utlize the 
county’s Tritech computer system
• $5,000 for a copier at POTW#1
• $5,000 for repairing and replacing 
existing street lights

The town approved putting 
$835,759 in the stabilization fund. 

Finance committee chair Daniel 
Hammock observed that in 1989, 
the stabilization fund had only 
$30,000, and recommended that the 
town continue to save money while 
the Northfield Mountain Pumped 
Storage Project is paying 70% of 
town property taxes.

The town authorized establish-
ing a revolving fund for the Council 
on Aging for facility use payments 
from outside groups and re-autho-
rized a COA revolving fund for the 
COA van.

By KATIE NOLAN

With newly-elected member Wil-
liam Bembury on board, the select-
board brainstormed goals for the 
next year and decided to consider 
five project areas.

Selectboard chair Eugene Kle-
padlo suggested studying whether 
the town should develop a public 
water supply along Main Street. He 
said that the state will be repairing 
Route 2 in coming years, and the 
town should consider if water lines 
could be installed while the pave-
ment is opened up during construc-
tion.

Bembury said that the town needs 
to find a use for the International Pa-
per Mill property, currently in the 
process of becoming town property 
via tax taking. 

Selectboard member Margaret 
Sullivan remarked that as she drives 
by, she sees more windows broken. 

Bembury said, “The town should 
do something with it before it be-
comes an Usher Plant.”

Bembury said recruiting and re-
taining qualified firefighters is “a 
discussion we need to have.” He 
said that the discussion would nec-

essarily involve fire chief Philip 
Wonkka. 

Sullivan commented, “The fire 
department is in transition and the 
transition is going well.” She added 
that staffing the fire department is an 
issue a lot of small towns face. 

Klepadlo remarked that the prob-
lem with finding firefighters is that 
“you don’t have people working in 
town during the day.” He said the 
larger issue is “what type and qual-
ity of services we want to provide to 
residents.”

The board also wants to review 
the town’s policy manual and evalu-
ate whether the combined highway/
water/wastewater department is op-
erating successfully.

Klepadlo and Bembury agreed to 
represent Erving at an informational 
forum with Kinder-Morgan, Inc., 
the company proposing to build a 
natural gas pipeline through Frank-
lin County, including through land 
in Erving. The meeting was orga-
nized by Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments and the Franklin 
Regional Planning Board. 

Klepadlo said that there is no 
proposal to conduct hydraulic frac-
turing in Erving: “The only thing 

they’re going to do in Erving is bury 
the pipe.” He said that town resi-
dents, especially those in the pro-
posed pipeline path, “should have 
the chance to weigh in.”

At the annual town meeting last 
week, moderator Richard Peabody 
announced that the town was look-
ing for a volunteer to organize the 
town’s Memorial Day observance. 
Because no volunteers came for-
ward, the board asked town adminis-
trative coordinator Tom Sharp to ask 
police chief Chris Blair and Wonkka 
if they could organize the event.

Bembury observed that the town 
owns an electronic bugle, pro-
grammed to play “Taps”.

The board received notices of 
ZBA and planning board hearings. 
The zoning board of appeals will 
hold a public hearing May 28 re-
garding a lot owned by Richard and 
Donna Pomeroy, which was declared 
not to be a building lot in 2014. The 
Pomeroys contend that the lot is a 
current legal building lot. 

A second hearing on the same 
night will consider WMECO up-
grades to the substation at North-
field Road.

The planning board will hold a 
hearing May 29 on the special per-
mit application from James Rollins 
of North Street to operate a retail 
home-based business selling fire-
arms and ammunition.

O

Tag Sale  
to benefit American 

Cancer Society

On Saturday, May 24 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. the 
Community Health Center of 
Franklin County is hosting a 
tag sale at 300 West River 
Street, Orange, MA 01364.

100% of the proceeds will 
go to the American Cancer 
Society as part of our team, 
Stomp Out Cancer.

There will be many items 
from kitchenware, to books, 
to furniture.  

No early birds please.
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driveway and building lot. 
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www.zillow.com
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By JOSH HEINEMANN

Police chief Ed Chase along with 
treasurer Carolyn Manley met the 
Wendell selectboard at its May 7 
meeting with a report that a squat-
ter had moved into the abandoned 
house at 120 Wendell Depot Road, 
a house with land that is stalled in 
land court, but otherwise would 
have been taken for back taxes. 

He did not give names, but said 
that a woman had seen the person 
around the premises, and that when 
he went to investigate, he found per-
sonal possessions and an untended 
pot of water cooking on a propane 
burner that was fed from a 20 lb. 
tank. No one was inside. 

Chase left a note for the squatter 
informing him that he had to leave, 
and at the meeting he said the squat-
ter is in the process of leaving. The 
house has no septic system and no 
electric service.

Manley said the house is owned 
by Fleet Bank, since the start of this 
process bought by Bank of America, 
and although the process of tak-
ing the property for back taxes was 
started years ago, a complication in 
the deed has put the taking on hold. 

The original property was 1-½ 
acres, too small to fit both a well and 
a septic system. Another 1-½ acres 
was added to the property, so there 
are two deeds with different dates, 
and that discrepancy has made land 
court avoid the issue and process 
newer claims instead of trying to 
work through those details. 

If the squatter does himself in try-
ing to seal cold air out while heating 
with an open flame, the owner at the 
time, right now the bank, is liable.

Selectboard chair Christine Heard 

asked if the selectboard could write 
a letter asking the court to face the 
discrepancy, and move forward with 
the tax taking. If the town owns the 
building the town can have it board-
ed up. 

Selectboard member Dan Keller 
suggested that the town should do 
the right thing and board the build-
ing up. He said that is not assum-
ing liability, it is just doing the right 
thing. The board of health can look 
at the building, condemn it and post 
a placard. At a minimum the board 
of health should be made aware of 
the situation.

Fiber Optic News
Changing subject, Chase said that 

the fiber optic internet connection is 
working well at the police station. 
Access Plus wants permission to in-
stall an antenna on the highway ga-
rage, as a public service for homes 
nearby, and Keller said he would 
bring that up to highway commis-
sioner Harry Williston, and fire chief 
Joe Cuneo.

Energy Committee Request
When the meeting opened, se-

lectboard member Jeoffrey Pooser 
was working on a laptop computer 
establishing a wireless internet sys-
tem in the town office building. He 
stopped that, and joined the other 
board members at the table when 
energy committee chair Nan Rieb-
schlaeger came into the room with a 
simple request. 

Riebschlaeger said that New 
Salem has designated Swift River 
School a town building, and is ask-
ing that Wendell do the same. That 
would allow the towns to use green 
community grant money for energy 

improvements to the building. 
Board members agreed to that 

with a unanimous vote.

Town Coordinator’s Report
Town coordinator Nancy Aldrich 

said that the FRCOG will bid out 
fire fighting equipment for the town, 
free for the first year of bidding. She 
then relayed the contents of an email 
from librarian Rosie Heidkamp 
which asked whether the library and 
the WRATS should be open during 
their normal hours on the Satur-
day (June 7) annual town meeting. 
Keller thought closing either might 
cause an outrage. 

The WRATS is open early on 
Saturdays, and only one of the two 
attendants is a Wendell resident. The 
library could be staffed by non-resi-
dent workers and volunteers.

Aldrich gave a list of loss con-
trol recommendations from MIIA 
(Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance 
Association, the town’s insurance 
source). Some are too expensive, 
some reasonable, and some the town 
has already done. 

The office building furnace room 
has already been cleared of unrelated 
things, but the emergency lighting 
in the building does not work, and 
the computer network room should 
have a halotron or carbon dioxide 
fire extinguisher. 

In the police building, there still 
are things stored near the furnace. 
The roof leaks should be repaired 
and the stained ceiling tiles replaced. 
Keller said the leaks have been fixed 
and the stained tiles can stay. Al-
drich continued, saying the office 
has a frayed rug which could be a 
tripping hazard, and there should be 
an eyewash station. 

The highway building furnace 
room drain may lead into the ground 
and should either be sealed or con-
nected to a tight tank to prevent oil 
leaks from polluting ground water. 
There may already be a tight tank 

connection, and Keller suggested 
that Williston might remember if 
that is true from when the building 
was constructed. 

The roof should have heating 
coils or snow guards to keep snow 
from sliding in front of the bay 
doors; Keller said the whole roof is 
not in good shape and he mentioned 
the energy audit of town buildings 
and the issues brought up in that 
should be addressed first. 

MIIA offered a driving simulator 
for the road crew, which Heard said 
she thought might one day be use-
ful. 

Finally, the library book drop 
should be a free standing structure, 
an expensive replacement for a sys-
tem that is working well. Otherwise 
MIIA recommends surrounding the 
book drop inside with a 5/8” fire-
proof sheetrock box.

Assessors Want Wage Increase
Assessor Stephen Broll said that 

the board of assessors would like to 
increase Wendell’s paid assessor’s 
wage by $1 an hour. Helen Williams 
is not completely happy with that, 
but it is an improvement. 

Wanita Sears, the town’s shared 
clerk says that for the moment she 
does not work too many hours and 
her salary is high. Board members 
considered and decided to keep the 
salary constant another year because 
hours may increase.

Surplus Auction a Success
Keller said that Ted Lewis did a 

great job auctioning surplus town 
property. Almost everything was 
sold, and the town earned $7071. 
Everyone who won an item has paid 
already.

Oil Tank Inspection
Aldrich said that on May 14, Roth, 

the company that manufactured the 
oil tanks in the town office building, 
will come and inspect the tanks to 

see if they were installed properly 
by Royal Steam Heat during the 
original construction. On occasion 
this past winter there was smell of 
oil during the heating season, and it 
looked to some as if the tanks had 
been walked on. Keller said that 
when Roth comes he will be there, 
as will fire chief Joe Cuneo.

Resignation from Zoning Board
John Craddock resigned from the 

zoning board of appeals. The ZBA 
meets only as needed, and select-
board members understand that al-
ternates are available.

Killdeer Encouraged to Move 
Mary Thomas said that a killdeer 

was nesting on the Town Common 
and she asked that the town not mow 
until the eggs have hatched and the 
young birds have left the nest. 

A later check found three of the 
four eggs broken, either hatched or 
eaten. Citing the human use of the 
Common, board members thought it 
not a good place for a nest and sug-
gested that regular mowing would 
encourage the killdeers to move to a 
less exposed place.

notes from the WENDELL selectboard

Town Ousts Squatter From 
Bank-Owned Property

The Giant Behemoth 
at the Wendell Free Library, 
Saturday May 31, 7:30 p.m.

The dumping of radioactive 
waste in the ocean disturbs a pre-
historic monster than can project 
electric shocks and radioactive 
beams. 

After terrorizing the English 
coast, it is discovered that if the 
creature is destroyed with conven-
tional weaponry it would spread 
a dangerous amount of radioac-
tive contamination over the entire 
country, with this fact preventing 
the military from attacking the 
monster as it nears London. 

There will be a short (1/2 hour) 
film before the movie: Episode 5 of 
The Phantom Empire: Beneath the 
Earth.

Custodian
Town of Gill seeks Custodian to 

provide basic services for 3 build-
ings; 3-4 hrs/wk, $11.05/hr. Flex-

ible schedule to avoid interfer-
ence with normal building uses. 

Job description & application 
at Town Hall, 325 Main Road, 

Gill, MA 01354 or www.gillmass.
org/jobs.php Call (413) 863-9347 for 
further info. Letter of interest, ap-
plication, & résumé due May 20; 
position will remain open until 

filled.  Gill is an EO/AAE.

GILL from page A1

Place your business card here for only $9.00 Per week (12 Week minimum).      Call 863-8666

Snedeker also said that as select-
man he would latch on to businesses 
that are in town and find out what 
they need.

Chase cited the Mariamante 
property as an ideal place to create 
investment. He said he would like 
to see the site developed along the 
lines of the Great Falls Discovery 
Center. He said he would work with 
American Indians on creating a cen-
ter for history. 

“For 10,000 years,” he said, 
“Gill has been part of this American 
Indian history.” 

Snedeker agreed that the Mar-
iamante property also presented an 
opportunity to the town, but said he 
would have to have far more infor-
mation before he could make a deci-
sion about what best to do with the 
site.  “I think it’s premature to make 
a decision about the property, as the 
process about the land is still ongo-
ing.”

The two candidates also had 
different views on funding the 
GMRSD. Snedeker, who has been 
an educator at all levels for almost 
25 years and who has a daughter at 
Gill Elementary, stated that while 

education was always going to be a 
big expense it was also a big invest-
ment. “Good schools are imperative 
to the quality of life.”

Chase, while agreeing that Gill 
had to fund education, was less ap-
proving of the present formula. “We 
have to do research on how money 
is being spent,” he said. 

Chase noted that you have to 
weigh the quality of school against 
the burden on taxpayers, particu-
larly those on a fixed income. “You 
can’t be bankrupting people and 
driving them out of their houses [to 
pay for education].” 

Chase was also critical of un-
funded state and federal mandates. 
“I don’t believe federal and state 
mandates should be forced on the 
town without them paying for 
them,” he stated. He cited Chapter 
70 busing as an example of a man-
date not fully funded by govern-
ment agencies.

Snedeker, in contrast, argued 
that education is one of the sound-
est investments a town can make, 
citing the progress he felt Gill and 
Montague have made over the last 
few years in negotiating a workable 
assessment with the district. He said 

he felt that the compact between the 
towns and the school had done a lot 
to make the entire process smoother 
and fairer.

Chase did not comment on the 
compact, but did say that more chil-
dren in town meant more money for 
education. He felt that Gill should 
look into making an agreement with 
Erving to “spread the wealth and get 
a better deal.” 

On whether Gill should inves-
tigate sharing a police chief with 
other towns, such as Northfield or 
Bernardston, Chase argued strongly 
against the idea. He said he was “90 
percent in favor of what’s going on 
with the police department. The ten 
percent has to do with bookkeep-
ing.” 

Snedeker cited mutual aid agree-
ments with other towns, but said he 
would have to learn a lot more be-
fore he could comment on a shared 
chief position.

In his remarks on how he felt the 
town should operate, Chase said he 
felt a business model was appro-
priate. As president of the Antique 
Truck Club of America he said he 
had brought the organization from 
bankruptcy to profitability in just a 

few years.
Snedeker, on the other hand, said 

he did not feel that governments 
should be run like businesses. “You 
don’t operate government to make a 
profit. The role of government is to 
take care of its citizens.”

Chase, a lifelong resident of Gill, 
is the owner of Fred’s 4-Wheel 
Drive Service and president of the 
Antique Truck Club of America. 
Since 1957 he has been involved in 
the town, serving for many years on 
the highway, fire and police depart-
ments, as well as the finance com-
mittee. He has been a constable for  
more than two decades, and said he 
is in town hall a couple of times a 
week “to check on things.”

Snedeker, a Gill resident for 
22 years, is a music teacher at 
Stoneleigh-Burnham School and 
owns a small audio engineering 
business. He has also taught in 
higher education and at the elemen-
tary level, and he holds a degree in 
economics. He served as assessor, 
and ultimately head assessor, from 
2005 to 2008.

The polls are open at the fire sta-
tion in Gill on Monday, May 
19 from noon to 8 p.m. 

EDL 
Dealer in used 
Home Furnishings 

SMALL FURNITURE-• COL,LE-CTIBLE-S • DECORATIVES 

37 4 Deerfield Street • Greenfield 
featuring: Lamps Mirrors Chairs Baskets 

Cookery Figurines End Tables 
I Make 
Lamps Ute! Opetl 7 Days a Week 

GOOD USl!D USABLl!S 

Doug's Auto Body 
Doug Smith - Owner 

f)RE'CISION 
_[v '\ REPAIRS 

MA Reg. #RS2190 
Ph. (413) 863-2785 39 Center Road 
Fax: (413) 863-0120 Gill, MA 01354 
FREE ESTIMATES FREE LOANER CARS 
REPAIRS ON FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND TRUCKS 

u'sAuto 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 

...... -...ro.bor~-:.,~ 
(413) 367-2475 
531 Turners Falls Rd. Montague 

u 

''Tl's Just a stone's throw from retJ/lly." 

Groceries - Videos - Home Ba)led Goods 
Beer - Wine - Uquor 

MON -SAT 7-~1 SUNDAY 8-8' 
978-544-8646 

Lockes Village Rd. 
1/2 mile south ofWer.dell Center 

~ BASICALLY 
BICYCLES 
Come try the ultimate in 

performance and comfort. 

Recumbents • Trikes • Electric Bikes 

88 Third Street, Turners Falls, MA 01376 
( 413) 863-3S56 • www.basicallybicycles.com 

David Carr • dave@basicaUybicycles.com 
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he worked with musicians such 
as John Legend and Alicia Keyes. 
As he said, "Life took off!" 

Before turning the mic over 
to his wife Sheila Raye Charles, 
Tony left students a final idea to 
think about: "You set the standard 
for how others treat you." 

Charles expressed enthusiasm 
and sincere interest stating that 
her mission was to share her ex­
periences so as to show young 
folks the way to go fo1ward, and 
to guide them away from dmgs. 

She reiterated many times that 
steering clear of dmgs, or coming 
back from diug use, is a matter of 
life or death. 

Although she was the daughter 
of a famous singer, from the age 
of five she felt abandoned by her 
father, and longed for his pres­
ence and protection. Her mother 
had remanied, and she said the 
stepfather would do "bad things" 
to her when he was angry with her 
mother. 

By the age of 12 she was smok­
ing pot to escape the pain. She 
later went to Columbus, Ohio and 

abused crack for 22 years. During 
that period she had five children, 
three of whom were born "crack­
addicted babies," and the fifth 
weighing only 14 ounces when he 
was born. 

She couldn't stop smoking 
crack. The addiction got progres­
sively worse; she would accept 
anyone or anything if she could 
get crack. 

Before she knew it she was on 
her way to federal prison three dif­
ferent times. Her kids were taken 
away with a promise of "no return 
to her ever" by social se1vices. Her 
life was destroyed. 

She kept trying to medicate the 
pain in her life, but what she did 
was "di·ive herself down a path of 
disappointment". She didn't reach 
out for help. In prison there was 
no escape from her pain. She cried 
out to God to take her life. 

A student asked, "What made 
you tum to God?" 

The answer was: "In prison 
I had lost everything, but I still 
wanted to survive. So I asked God 
to help me and I had no idea if he 
would answer me. He asked me 
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to give up all the pain, the aban­
donment, the abuse and the dmgs. 
I wanted to walk away from the 
edge and to make the best 'me' I 
could." 

In 2003 Charles was released 
from prison. Since then she has 
been on her mission to help young 
adults make good choices. In 2010 
she reunited with her children and 
has built a loving relationship with 
them. 

She asked the question, "What 
is it to want what will kill you?" 
The answer - given by a student 
- was "insanity." 

Chal'les went on to talk about 
some of the so-called "bathtub 
dmgs" which can kill a person in 
three months. "Anybody can do 
dmgs. It takes courage to choose 
what's right. It takes courage to be 
yourself." 

Sheila Raye is also a fine singer 
and sang a few of her father's 
songs, and invited a student down 
front to sing "Hit the Road, Jack." 
She closed the program singing 
"This Little Light of Mine" with 
Tony and the entire 

1
~ 

theaterful of students. ~ 
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Community Health Care Initiative Holds Public Forum 
on Future of Baystate Franklin Medical Center 

The Community Health Care Initiative has invited representatives of 
Baystate Health to pa1ticipate in a public fomm on the future of our hospital 
on Thursday, May 29 at 7 p.m. at the Greenfield Middle School. The fomm 
will provide an opportunity for the community to learn about Baystate's 
plans for developing se1vices at Franklin Medical Center. 

The Fomm will sta1t with a presentation by the following representatives 
of Baystate Health: Mark Keroack, MD, MPH, Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating Officer; Chuck Gijanto, President, Baystate Franklin 
Medical Center; Sara Rourke, MD, Medical Director, Greenfield Family 
Medicine and President of the BFMC Medical Staff, and Steven Bradley, 
Vice President, Government, Community and Public Relations. 

Following the presentation residents will have the opp01tunity to ask 
questions and make comments. 

BFMC is cmTently planning to update the surgical suite, replacing exist­
ing 40 year old operating rooms, recove1y rooms and endoscopy units and 
recmit additional surgeons and other specialty physicians. 

"As advocates for quality se1vices in our community, we al'e keen to 
bring our community into the discussion at this f01um." said Janina Thayer, 
RN, member ofCHCI and Greenfield's Board of Health. 

"Cunently, we are particularly concerned about the availability of pe­
diau·ic care, as well as the lack of sufficient in-patient mental health and 
addiction rehabilitation se1vices in in our community," said Joannah Whit­
ney, PhD, a medical anthropologist who studies health and wellness among 
youth and young adults and who is a member of CHCI. 

CHCI encourages residents from all of Franklin County to attend and 
pa1ticipate in this free open public f01um. 

For fuither information call Patti Williams at (413) 774-6406. 

Training Yourself to Train Your Dog could, and was confident and secure 
in that knowledge. He had nothing 
to prove. The others acquiesced to 
him, which is precisely what gave 
him that leader role." 

years of puppy classes with follow 
up at home between classes." 

"When you rescue a dog, you al'e 
inheriting the unknown," says Elise. 
Depending on the dog's age and 
temperament, you should expect 
one to two years of classes, and a 
minimum of ten sessions with a 
behaviorist. The most important of 
these meetings is an intake inte1view 
where you work with the behaviorist 
to identify al·eas of concern. 

By LEE WICKS 

MONTAGUE CENTER - At 
times it seems as though eve1yone 
living in Montague has a dog. With 
the chance for neighborhood walks, 
romps in the wildlife area, meetups 
at Unity Park, and strolls along the 
bike trail, it's a pe1fect place for 
dog lovers, most of the time, but not 
always. 

There's a necessaly social 
contract among dog owners, and 
the fine details can be confusing. 
Shouting out, "My dog is friendly'' 
as your pup mns up to greet a dog 
that does not like other dogs is not 
a good idea, nor is passing closely 
on a nalrnw path with a dog that has 
not been trained to politely meet and 
greet. 

Dogs on retractable leashes can 
swe1ve into a pedestrian's path or 
lurch alld pull their owners down. 

People don't appreciate dogs 
jumping up on them with muddy 
paws, even if it is an adorable 
creature just hying to be friendly. 

And dogs do not appreciate 
people who fail to read their very 
clear body language. 

Face turned away: "please, I 
am shy." Ears pulled back: "I'm 
feeling anxious, ale1t, and maybe 
aggressive." 

"Many things can make a dog 
uncomfortable, and it's the owner's 
responsibility to identify the 
problem alld then work with the dog 
below its threshold of discomfo1t," 
says Elise McMahon, all al1imal 
behaviorist who mns Canine Head 
Start on East Chestimt Hill Road 
in Montague, where she offers 
classes, individual instiuction and 
an internship program. 

To explain the theo1y of a dog's 
threshold of discomfo1t, she provides 
a familial· example. Suppose you 
have a dog that sta1ts barking and 
pulling at the sight of another dog 
on the sidewalk. (I confess to having 
this problem.) Elise has tools to help 
solve it. 

How close to another dog do you 
have to be before your dog reacts? 
"Sta1t beyond that point, when your 
dog is in its comfort zone. It is that 
ve1y same behavior. 

Each time your dog reacts, it is 
like a behavioral brick being laid 
down in the foundation of your 
dog's behavior repe1toire. 

So, if you want to change a 
behavior, the first step is not to let 
it happen, then work on establishing 
alternative and incompatible 
behaviors for your dog to engage 
in. 

For instai1ce: "I cannot lunge and 
bark at that person/dog/car ifl need 
to hunt for the u·eats scattered about 
my feet!" 

Elise explains what she alld her 
u·ainer do: "We work to alter your 
dog's state of 1nind. I want to shift 
the dog from, 'I am afraid of that 

su·ange person with the hat alld 
beard' to 'Oh my, there is a person 
with a hat and beard, yippee! I am 
going to get lots of yummy treats 
now!' 

It does no good just to tell your 
dog the person is a really nice guy; 
your dog has to feel it himself, and it 
is our job to create that feeling." 

Most often owners inadve1tently 

Elise McMahon studied 
animal behavior with wolves. 

do the very opposite by tightening 
up on the leash, taking shal-p su·ess 
inhalations, and gushing inconsistent 
commands that the dog is not fully 
equipped to follow. 

Have you ever realized that 
telling a dog to sit down is asking 
her to do two things at once? 

Yes, it's complicated, alld time 
consuming. Dog owners speak 
of Elise with reverence, and then 
look embalmssed, because few of 
us have consistently followed her 
advice. It's like practicing the piano 
an hour a day. 

Yet what she has to say is worth 
hearing again and again, and it's 
never too late to work on your dog's 
behavior. You can always make 
improvements, though it is better 
to jump on a problem when it first 
appears. 

You can't be walking your dog 
and talking on your cell phone, and 
it's even hal·d to chat with a friend 
who might be walking with you, 
and this is Elise's point. To have a 
confident, well-behaved, dog, an 
owner has to commit to the u·aining. 
"The owner has to understand that he 
or she is responsible for eve1ything 
the dog does." 

Some people assume that well­
known breeds such as Golden 
Retrievers alld yellow labs are 
naturally sma1t and obedient, but 
Elise cautions potential owners 
not to count on this and neglect 
training. All dogs al'e individuals, 
and understanding this will inform 
your training. People who do not 

have time for a puppy rescue adult 
dogs, often believing website 
rep01ts that the dog is house broken, 
leash trained, and safe with cats and 
children. 

Some of this may prove to be 
tiue after the "honeymoon period," 
but that does not mean that this dog 
doesn't need to lealn the mies of 
your household. Those mies depend 

on what you want and 
what is safe in your 
household. 

Elise offers another 
example, alld refers 
to some trainers who 
believe a dog should 
always go out doors and 
down stairs behind the 
human or sit at eve1y 
threshold. In Elise's 
household, there al·e five 
large dogs. She breeds 
Briards. 

Since she does not 
want five dogs shalnbling 
down the stairs behind 
her, Elise has u·ained 
her dogs to go first out 
doors and down stairs. 
"The impo1tant issue is 
not who goes first but 
that your dog will wait 
and go when asked," she 
says. 

Elise recounts the 
story of Imbo, who was the alpha 
male wolf in the pack at Wolf Park 
during the early '90s, when she was 
studying pack behavior and social 
development of pups. 

"The pack was fed fresh road kill 
deer. When the carcass was brought 
in, various individuals would begin 
eating. Imbo would often remain 
where he was. At some point, he 
would get up, go over and eat. 

"There would be vocalizations 
and posturing, and he would gain 
access to the carcass. Imbo did not 
have to eat first to prove he was 
'alpha,' nor did he toss the others 
on to their backs and shake them to 
prove he was the leader. 

He ate when he wanted to, not 
first to prove he could. He knew he 

Elise adds, "I have clients who 
tell me they must eat first, go out 
the door first, etc., to prove they 
al'e alpha over their dog. I think, 
why? Imbo didn't, and then I tiy to 
explain it all to them. There is a long 
standing misinterpretation of wolf 
pack behavior, which is the basis of 
subsequent assumptions that humans 
need to act like alpha wolves." 

People also need to remember 
that dogs are a different species with 
their own way of communicating, 
Elise says. A dog that growls is 
hying to communicate. It is better 
than biting without warning. 

A person who punishes a dog 
for growling has just told the dog 
not to communicate its feelings. A 
person who yanks a dog back from 
a stranger has indicated danger and 
taught the dog to fear stral1gers. And 
this is too bad because the person 
probably thought she was putting 
the dog in a polite sit/stay. 

If it all seems as though there 
al'e no bad dogs, only badly u·ained 
people, that would be tiue. Anyone 
who doubts Elise's methods should 
simply hand her the leash. It's 
magic. With a chee1y, "Good girl, 
let's go," your dog looks ready for 
Westminster. 

If you've read this far alld are 
now thinking about getting a dog, 
you can find a breeder and buy a 
puppy, or you Call rescue a dog from 
a shelter. "The needs of a young 
puppy and an adult rescue dog are 
different, but equally demanding," 
says Elise. 

"If you are getting a purebreed 
puppy, do your homework. Do 
research on the breed- so you won't 
be sm-prised by the energy level of a 
hm1ting dog - alld the breeder. Ask 
for recommendations from others 
who have bought a puppy. 

"Make sure the breeder helps 
you choose the pup. Even at a very 
young age dogs will begin to display 
their temperaments, and the breeder 
will know the chal·acteristics of each 
puppy. Then plan to commit to two 

little ti Ck 

Elise comes to this nuanced work 
with years of experience. She's been 
working in animal behavior with 
both domestic and wild canids since 
the eal·ly 1990s, and has included 
projects on a number of captive 
alld wild canids including Da1win's 
foxes in Chile, crab-eating foxes in 
Venezuela, African wild dogs at the 
Philadelphia Zoological Garden, 
alld grey wolves at Wolf Park in 
Battle Ground, Indiana. 

She began working with domestic 
dogs in Philadelphia, where she 
worked at the Veterinaly Hospital at 
the University of Pennsylvania in the 
Behavior Clinic. She then worked 
as an animal behavior consultant 
before moving to Massachusetts to 
pursue a Ph.D. in Animal Behavior. 

Elise believes that al1yone 
working in the field of dog u·aining 
alld behavior must have a solid 
knowledge of animal behavior and 
learning theo1y. Though she didi1't 
say this, it is obvious that they should 
also love animals, a condition easily 
detemlined in any meeting with 
Elise. As a child she acquired dogs 
without her parents' knowledge, 
hiding one under her bed and another 
in the gal·age until her pal·ents caved 
in and let her adopt a dog. 

Although she's booked four to 
six weeks in advance, she will 
always make time to respond to 
calls in an emergency - a good thing 
to know when you are at your wits' 
end and ready to haul your recent 
rescue back to the shelter. Her dog 
love becomes contagious when she 
is working with you and your dog, 
alld she provides inspiration to work 
just a little harder on your training. 

To learn more about her classes, 
services, and Briards, go to 1.vwlv. 

canineheadstart.com. 

BIG P LEM 
PREVENT 
Lyme Disease 

Bitten by a tick? Get it tested for 
Lyme at www.tickreport.com 

{R) Testing free for residents of Cooperative Public Health Service 

W towns: Buckland, Charlemont, Conway, Deerfield, Gill, Hawley, 
PublicHealth Heath, Leyden, Monroe and Shelburne • 
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local access contract for five years. 
Langknecht argued that even with an 
extended contract, the patties were 
allowed a 60 day "termination" right 
so an extension would not necessar­
ily preclude other options. 

He noted that there is cml'ently 
an annual review by the Cable Ad­
vis01y Committee (CAC), to be 
completed in July. In this context, a 
short tenn extension of the cuffent 
contract or a new RFP "might create 
a different level of complexity." 

The selectboard then twned to 
Gaty Earles and Eileen Dowd of 
the Cable Advisoty Committee for 
guidance. 

Earles stated that the CAC be­
lieved that the cw1·ent contract for 
local access should be extended 
to the end of the year to allow the 
patties some "breathing room" to 
resolve the "snafu." This would al­
low the CAC to complete the annual 
review and resolve the issue of the 
need for an RFP. 

Earles seemed to be suggesting 
that the town should issue a restrict­
ed RFP targeted to MCTV alone, an 
idea which was quickly rejected as 
violating state open bidding laws. 

Earles was asked by Selectboard 
member Michael Nelson if his state­
ment represented the position of the 
CAC. Earles responded that the ad­
vis01y committee had discussed the 
issue "internally," but did not adopt 
an "official position" due to an in­
ability to call an open meeting given 
short notice. 

Mark Fairbrother then stated that, 
given MCCI's failure to give the 
one-year notice, he felt the town was 
required to issue a new RFP, "to go 
out to the world." 

The other selectboard members 
and town administrator Frank Ab­
bondanzio agreed. "More likely it 
will go back to MCTV, but we'll see 
who shows up," said Mike Nelson. 

The selectboard voted to have the 
town administrator prepare a tempo­
raiy extension contract until the end 
of 2014, and to send it to the CAC 
and MCCI by Thursday, May 15. 

Other Business 
Depattment of Public Works di­

rector Tom Bergeron came fotward 
next, with a plan for additional "an­
gle" parking on Avenue A in front of 
the Carnegie Libraty. 

Library officials have ai·gued 
that the board's decision, made the 
previous week, to allow pai·king on 
the southeast side of Seventh Street 
does not allow sufficient parking for 
libaty patrons. 

The original concept had focused 
on parking across Avenue A in front 
of the shopping plaza, but a vai-iety 
of issues, including blocked sight 
lines for cars emerging from the 
mall and fear of libraty patrons fail­
ing to use the crosswalk to cross the 
street, caused second thoughts. 

Then Bergeron had the thought 
that perhaps parking spaces could 
be created on the library side of 
the street. It twned out there was 
room for up to 19 spaces under this 
scheme. 

The idea pleased both the Select­
boai·d and Librai·ian Linda Hickman 
who was in attendance. Fairbrother 
urged Bergeron to continue the plan­
ning process, hoping to produce a 
specific proposal within the next 
few weeks. 

There was a bt-ief discussion of 
street lights malfunctioning in Twn­
ers Falls, and the long time it is tak­
ing Western Massachusetts ElectI-ic 
Company (WMECO) to respond to 
complaints. 

Local residents who may have 
been registet-ing complaints with the 
town need to call the Twners Falls 
Water District or WMECO's lo­
cal service request line: (413) 781-
4300. 

Reports can also be made via the 
WMECO service request website at 
ww1-11. wmeco. comlwmsl. 

Frank Abbondanzio asked the 
board to endorse a letter to Senator 
Stephen Brewer requesting the state 
transfer Franklin Regional Council 
of Governments from a county to a 
state retirement system. The board 
approved the letter. u 
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NOTES FROM THE LEVERETT SELECTBOARD 

Planning Board Chair to AT&T: 
Welcotne To Leverett! 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

In response to the selectboard's 
request from March to loosen "the 
prohibitive setback requirements" 
on the siting of cell phone towers in 
town, now that AT&T has formally 
notified the town of the company's 
intent to locate a cell tower 530 feet 
off of Route 63, on land owned by 
Robetta Btyant, Jeff McQueen, 
chair of the Leverett planning board, 
predicted his board would be will­
ing to comply. 

Approved by ovetwhelming vote 
of town meeting in October of2012, 
the town's newly-minted cell tower 
siting bylaw requires setbacks of 
2,000 feet from roads, and 1,650 
from residences. 

The cell tower AT&T proposes 
to place near the high-tension lines, 
next to the tiding ting on Btyant's 
equestrian center, would be approxi­
mately 530 feet from the road, ac­
cording to planning boai·d member 
Richard Nathhorst. 

Nathhorst estimated that the lo­
cations of two residences on that 
property were approximately 1,000 
feet from the proposed cell tower 
location. 

AT&T has delivered multiple 
copies of a two-inch-thick filing 
document to town offices, received 
April 28, seeking special pennits 
or vai-iances from the town's new 
cell phone tower bylaw from both 
the plalllling boai·d and the zoning 
board. 

The planning board intended 
to take the matter up on Wednes­
day, but planning board chair Jeff 
McQueen told the selectboard he 
intended to call the representative 
from AT&T who had spoken to him 
about the company's plan before 
the meeting, and McQueen said he 
would ask AT&T to hold off on the 
application until the plalllling boai·d 
had a chance to propose looser set­
back requirements to town meeting 
this fall. 

McQueen said he would also 
consult with the zoning boai·d of ap­
peals, in an attempt to draft a joint 
letter to AT&T outlining the regu­
lat01y boards' intent to seek town 
meeting approval to loosen the set­
back requirements for cell towers. 

"What I'd like to do is write a let­
ter to AT&T," said McQueen. "and 
tell them, 'Don't try to crain this 
down our throats. Wait w1til the fall, 
and we can make the changes so you 
can walk through a fi-iendly door."' 

"We'll communicate with the 
ZBA," added McQueen, "to see if 
we can draft a letter we can both 
sign off on." 

If AT&T does not agree to with­
draw their application, the boai·ds 
must act on it within 65 days of the 
April 28 filing, according to Ken 
Kahn, a lawyer and member of the 
planning boai·d. 

Leverett's fonner cell tower zon­
ing bylaw would have allowed cell 
towers only in one of the town's 
three small, low-lying commercial 
distt-icts. Ironically, the AT&T ap­
plication would have been allowed 
under that bylaw, since Btyant's 
property lies in one of those com­
mercial zones. 

Believing that no commercial 
company would want to site a cell 
tower on low-lying land, in the wake 

of a severe ice st01m that knocked 
down telephone and power lines 
several years ago, the selectboard, 
with the backing of the police and 
fire chiefs, urged a revision of the 
cell tower bylaw in 2011. 

That effo1t cuhninated with a town 
meeting vote on April 28, 2012 that 
fell a few votes shy of a two-thirds 
majority, which would have allowed 
cell towers to be placed anywhere in 
town, with setback requirements of 
600 feet from residences and 1,000 
from a school. 

"What I'd like to 
do is w1ite a letter 

to AT&T and tell 
then1, 'Don't try to 
cran1 this down our 

throats. Wait until 
the fall, and we can 

niake the changes so 
you can walk through 

a friendly door."' 
- Jeff Mc Queen 

Planning hoard chair 

After the failure of that vote, the 
selectboard appointed a nine-mem­
ber committee of proponents and 
opponents of the looser setback 
requirements, along with an appar­
ently neutt·al biology professor and 
physics professor from UMass. 

This committee caine up with the 
consensus setback guidelines that 
passed ovetwhelmingly at a special 
town meeting that fall, about eigh­
teen months ago. 

"We set up a committee and ac­
ceded to the setback requirements 
that committee proposed," Kahn re­
called on Tuesday. 

"If we go off the subcommit­
tee recommendations," added Mc­
Queen, "we want selectboai·d cov­
er." 

Kahn swnmai·ized the odds of 
AT&T's success in gaining access 
to the site proposed under the cur­
rent bylaw. 

"They can do a variance, but they 
can't grant a special pernlit. There's 
no grounds for it. We all know that 
if a vai-iance is ever appealed, the 
appellant generally wins." 

Selectboai·d member Peter 
d'En-ico recalled the process lead­
ing up to town meeting approval of 
the cml'ent bylaw. "My mem01y of 
that committee is there was a lot of 
waffling arow1d, a lot of nonsense 
about repeaters, and we granted 
the setbacks to placate one or two 
people." 

McQueen responded, ''Your 
memo1y is right." 

Nathhorst said at the time the 
plamling board considered it likely 
that proposals coming from cell 
tower compa11ies would most likely 
seek sites "up high," on land where 
the setbacks would not pose a stwn­
bling block to wider coverage. 

The cw1·ent proposal from AT&T 
is on the flatland of Long Plain, near 
residences, he said, "to fill in a dead 
spot on Route 63, because of com­
plaints about losing service on the 
n01th-south coffidor." 

D'Effico said McQueen and the 
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plamling board would have "strong 
support from the selectboai·d, and 
all the chiefs," to loosen the setback 
requirements in the cull'ent bylaw. 
"We've heai·d from all the residents 
who want tllis." 

D'Effico said the federal gov­
ernment's Telecommwlications Act 
pre-empts local communities from 
relying on concerns about the pos­
sible health impacts of cell tower 
emissions in enacting zoning re­
quirements regulating where cell 
towers can be sited. 

He said the setback requirements 
enacted in the cw1·ent bylaw may 
have avoided any ovett reference 
to human health impacts, but as in 
a recent federal comt case about the 
state of Vermont's ability to close 
the Vennont Yankee nucleai· power 
plant, deep-pocketed corporations 
could review the record of open 
meetings to glean any references to 
citizens' health concerns prior to en­
acting the cell tower bylaw. 

He said the town could be hai·d 
pressed, legally and financially, to 
defend the cml'ent bylaw in court, 
if AT&T decided to sue the town 
for the tight to place a cell tower on 
Btyant's land. 

But Kahn said, "We have a rea­
sonable bylaw. It's defensible." 

After a bit of back and fo1th about 
whether health concerns did play 
a role in the fraining of the bylaw, 
Kahn said, "My concern is: what do 
we do about the com1nittee?" 

D'Effico replied, "The commit­
tee doesn't exist anymore." 

McQueen said, "It's likely the 
plamling board will go back to the 
original [Apt-il 2012] proposal." 

Without mentioning citizens' 
possible concerns about the healtl1 
impacts to yom1g people, McQueen 
said the plalllling boai·d would prob­
ably tty to include a 1,500-foot set­
back from the school, on grounds a 
cell tower would provide an "attt·ac­
tive nuisance" to school cllildren in 
case "there are a lot of people who 
need that to make themselves more 
comfo1table." 

"When people are 
right here screaniing 

at us, we say, 'OK. 
We'll give you a 

hearing.' But it's 
really just a sniall 

n1inority objecting 
to this." 

- Peter D'En·ico 
Selecthoard nien1her 

Kahn said tl1e plalllling boai·d 
could propose a setback require­
ment from residences greater than 
the industry standard of one and a 
half times the tower height - in this 
case, the proposed AT&T tower 
height would be 120 feet - and al­
low residents to waive tliat require­
ment if tl1ey so choose. 

He noted that in the ctment appli­
cation, the resident wants tl1e tower 
on her land. 

At this point in the discussion, se­
lectboai·d chair Rich Brazeau asked 
town administt·ator Margie McGin-

nis if the subcommittee appointed 
by the selectboard to come up with 
a consensus proposal in 2012 had 
issued a wi-itten smnmaty of their 
findings. McGirulis said they had, 
and Brazeau asked her to provide it 
for the selectboard to review. 

D'Effico said, "Most people in 
town are ovetwhelmingly in favor 
of tl1is." He refeffed to the restric­
tive setback requirements approved 
in October 2012 as a case of"the tail 
wagging the dog." 

He continued, "When people are 
tight here screaming at us, we say, 
'OK. We'll give you a heai·ing.' But 
it's really just a small minot-ity ob­
jecting to this." 

McQueen responded, "Zo11ing is 
political." Refen-ing to the percent­
age of town meeting voters needed 
to change a zoning bylaw, he added, 
"A two-thirds majority is even more 
political." 

Called for comment after the 
meeting, fotmer cell tower by­
law subcom1nittee member Bt-ian 
Emond said that, in coming up witl1 
the recommended guidelines, "We 
took into consideration propetty 
values, the views, conservation is­
sues. It was vety well thought out 
by a panel of individuals who ai·e 
expetts in their fields. 

"I feel once again tl1e plamling 
board is supposed to represent the 
town. The town voted tllis bylaw in. 
Before the planning board makes 
such brash statements to a corpo­
ration, they should be speaking to 
people in the town." 

UMass physics professor Dr. 
Robe1t Hallock, who also setved 
on the committee, recalled, "At tl1e 
time we did our committee work, 
the priority was protecting the prop­
etty values of the citizens of Lever­
ett. There was the feeling that there 
were several sites in town that would 
be consistent with those setbacks." 

Hallock said the views of local 
citizens and of emergency respond­
ers, needing better cell phone cov­
erage in town, were taken into con­
sideration in crafting the setback 
requirements. 

Hallock said, without seeing the 
specifics of the AT&T proposal, 
"My guess is the com1nittee's view 
would be, 'What's the good reason 
for modifying the requirements, 
now that the town has so recently 
accepted the guidelines we pro­
posed?"' 

Robe1ta Bryant, reached by 
phone, said she was most definitely 
in favor of having a cell tower on 
her propetty. "We've plalllled for it 
for quite a while," she said. 

Abutter Robe1t Schmid, of Long 
Plain Road, when called for com­
ment, said, "We're feeling pretty 
inundated right now. I'm a little less 
concerned with the cell tower, to tell 
the ttutl1," refen-ing to the planned 
expansion of a gravel pit on Bty­
ant's propetty, across the road from 
his house. 

Schmid said he wondered why 
AT&T couldn't be persuaded to put 
a tower just up Jackson Hill Road, 
on town-owned land, so the town 
could gain some revenue, and so the 
n01th-south cell zone could be cov­
ered within the bylaw's setbacks. 

"People need cell se1vice in this 
area," said Schmid, "and there isn't 
any." 
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AS MONTAGUE REPORTER 

Donna Francis, chair of the Montague Agricultural commission, hands artist Lahri Bond 
a check for $50 far his award-winning Great Falls Farmers Market poster. Francis said she 

hopes to make the contest an annual event. 

Spring Diaper Drive Is Under Way 

MAY 15, 2014 

5 
~:~.11~~:-,~ --~---~~ ~ 

::c 
0 

~ - ..,_o 

Emma Johnson, No. 12, waits at home plate far her sister, Madt!J Johnson, No. 17, to 
also score a run. Turners crushed Greenfield's Green Wave, 22-1, in the home game last 

Friday, May 9. 

By REPORTER STAFF Anyone can help close the dia­
per gap and help low-income moth­
ers and families meet their diaper 
need. 

for child abuse. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE ERVING POLICE LOG 

Potential Elephant Corpse Vanishes 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - A 
Spring Diaper Drive to benefit 
young children and families is be­
ing sponsored by the Perinatal Sup­
port Coalition and the Early Child­
hood Mental Health Roundtable, 
two groups of professionals from 
a range of organizations that serve 
young children and families. 

It's that easy: &porter editor Patricia 
Pruitt (r) drops off diapers with 
Jared Libby at the Brick House 

Community Resource Center. 

Diapers matter. The health and 
social consequences for babies and 
families who do not have sufficient 
diapers can lead to a whole moun­
tain of problems. 

Reducing diaper need for low­
income mothers has huge ramifica­
tions for maternal and child health, 
mental health, the child's develop­
ment and school success, and the 
mother's access to future economic 
opportunity. 

Low-income families often 
snuggle to provide diapers for their 
babies. Infants use up to 12 diapers 
a day and diapers can cost an aver­
age of $100 a month or more. This 
is equal to up to 6% of gross pay for 
a low-income family. 

And since diapers can't be pur­
chased with WIC or SNAP (food 
stamp) benefits, the entire cost must 
be home by the families. 

A baby who has to stay in a 
duty diaper is at risk for infections 
and rashes. And when the baby is 
sti·essed, the mother is also sti·essed, 
and the child may be at greater risk 

Cun-ently, diapers can be dropped 
off in the afternoons at Turners Falls 
at the Brick House Community Re­
source Center at 34 Third Sti·eet 
from Tuesday to Saturday. Call for 
more information: 863-9576. 

GCC Downtown is also accept­
ing diapers through May 23. 

The group is also looking for 
volunteers to host a diaper drive this 
spring in their place of work, faith 
community, neighborhood, school, 
civic organization, or any group to 
which an individual may belong. 

To help a group get started, the 
sponsors are also providing a com­
plete diaper packet with materials 
to get a diaper drive underway. 

This includes information about 
the drive including articles, ideas 
for hosting a drive, a donor infor­
mation sheet and more. 

For more information, or to do­
nate money to the cause contact 
Amy Olson at Clinical & Support 
Options, at (413) 774-1000 or by 
email at aolson@csoinc.org. 

Checks should be made payable 
to: "Community Action - Diaper 
Drive" and sent to I Arch St. #1, 
Greenfield, MA 013011. 

Monday, 5/5 

3:15 p.m. Took report 
of larceny at Central 
Street residence. 
5:30 p.m. Illegal dump­
ing on Old State Road. 
Under investigation. 
10 p.m. Report of 
large deceased animal 
in the middle of Route 
2. Checked same, noth­
ing found. 
Tuesday, 5/6 

3:30 p.m. Confirmed 
911 misdial at elemen­
tary school. 
11 :30 p.m. Subject on 
French King Bridge 
transported to Frank­
lin Medical Center. 
Wednesday, 5/'7 

3 p.m. Report of male 
subject skateboarding 
down the middle of 
Moore Street. Located 
subject and advised to 
stay out of roadway. 
3: 15 p.m. Assisted 
on scene of medical 
emergency on Warner 
Street. 

Thursday, 5/8 

8:30 p.m. Noise com­
plaint on West High 
Street. Same stopped. 
Friday, 5/9 

12:30 a.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with 
distraught male subject 
behind Carroll's Mar­
ket in Millers Falls. 
2:30 a.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with 
underage party in Lake 
Pleasant. 
'l;:30 a.m. Assisted on 
scene of medical emer­
gency on River Road. 
7 a.m. Criminal appli­
cation issued to 

voked registration and 
without insurance. 
'l;:26 p.m. Assisted on 
scene of medical emer­
gency on Mountain 
Road. 
5 p.m. Report of suspi­
cious, unoccupied ve­
hicle parked at French 
l{ing Motel. Property 

owner will tow if not 
removed by next day. 
5:30 p.m. Took report 
of property damage on 
Rose Lane. 
9 p.m. Report of pole 
down, Route 2, Farley 
area. Motor vehicle 
had crashed into util­
ity pole. MSP Athol 
handled same. 
10:30 p.m. 911 call 
from Old State Road 
residence. Verbal al­
tercation. Situation re­
solved. 
Saturday, 5/10 

9 a.m. Report of mo­
tor vehicle damage at 
French l{ing Enter­
tainment Center park­
ing lot. Found that a 
tractor trailer unit had 
backed into a utility 
trailer pod. Took re­
port. 
Sunday, 5/ll 

8 p.m. Alarm at com­
munity center; found to 
be generator. Highway 
department advised. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $12.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

1urner1 'Nt/6 fJi1ZA 1/oure 
Family Owned & Operated 
Serving TI1rners Falls area for 40 Years 

Dave Arg,.J, Family & Staff 

PIZZA, GRINDERS, 
DINNIRS, SALADS, BURGERS 

www.turnarsfallsplZza.com 
119 AVBDIIB A, Turners Falls ❖ (413) 863-8000 

Serving Home Grown 
Fann-inspired Food & Drink 

44 Hope Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 
Ph 413 774 3150 I ho eandolive.com 

• Paints • Oies, 
'WateJt.otolS 

1:?lllSRfs •Pastels• Paper• Pencils 

~BAKER > 

Office Supply 
310 Main St., Greenfield• 774-2345 

Your REPU\CEMENT or Vermont Tanl(ee 

SOLAR STORE 
413 772 3122 

Aclvtce, Ve&' le /M~ 

Mary Lou Emond 
Certified Residential Specialist 

~ 
COMPANY 

Real Estate Agency 
117 Main Street• PO Box 638 

Greenfield, MA 01302-0638 

413-773-1149 x142 • CELL: 413-772-9279 
EMAIL: MARYLOU@COHNANOCOMPANY.COM 

Honey Don't Do It ... 

but I do, & I care! 

Qualhy Horne Handiwork 
with a Conscience 

For small to tall jobs 
from Athol-Amherst. 
callRay (978) 846-8261 

Your local 
STIHL Dealer 
413-367-2481 

Si rum Equipment Co., Inc. 
Sales, Parts & Service 

310 Federal Street (Route 63) 
Montague 

Weekdays: 8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

D1• emand F· a·rm Mormon Hollow 
Road, Wendell 

Natire L11111ber 
& Fresh Compost 

Arni/able.' 

Fresh Meat Birds 
Arni/able £yen· 

Other TVeek.1 

Call for More Info: (978) 544-3806 

·'Come See \'\"hat's 
Cooking!" 

413-863-9500 • looHheshop.com 
62 Avenue A, lumen Falls, MA 01376 

G~EAT FALLS HA~VEST 
fresh • local • creative 

TH I\.E E-1:! 0 VI\. 8E 

THVIl8I>AY8 + $2.S 

MVII>A..Y EitVJr~H 

I0:30 A.M. TO .2 F.M. 

Open Thursday through Saturday 5 - 9pm 
Sunday I 0:30 - 2pm Dinner 5 - 8pm 

863-0023 

50 Third Street 
Downtown Turners Falls 



PEOPLE ARTS HISTORY SPORTS EVENTS SENIOR NEWS PUZZLES CRIME FUN 

YEAR 12-NO. 30 Bl 
EDITOR@MONTAGUEREPORTER.ORG OF THE l.VIONTAGUE REPORTER :\IAY 15, 2014 

Clio, I hope you are still answer­
ing letters. I've got an issue. 

My girlfriend told me she cheat­
ed on me with an old boyfriend a 
few months ago. I give her credit for 
telling me about it, and she said she 
was sony but that he was in town 
and it just so1t of happened. 

She said it was no big deal, but 
I think it is. We're supposed to get 
mairied next summer and now I 
don't know. I'm having some real 
problems with this. I don't feel I can 
oust her anymore. 

What should I do? I still love her 
and all that but I can't get over it. 

Can't Get Over It 

DearCGO, 
Yes! I am still here, just wait­

ing by the typewriter for someone 
to send me a letter. I am glad that 
you wrote but am nuly sony that 
this happened to you. It must have 
been awful to hear the news when 
you were not expecting it. 

When someone betrays our nust, 
it is always a risky choice to bust 
that person again. No one wants to 
get hmt a second time, so it makes 
sense that you are having doubts 
right now. 

My advice is: don't break up with 
your girlfriend yet. Some mai1·iages 
do smvive an instance of infidelity. 
Some people even feel that a crisis 
brought them closer together, forc­
ing them to communicate and to 
appreciate how much they mean to 
each other. 

Of course there ai·e also many 
cases that do not have a happy 
ending. For that reason I do not 

see CLIO page B4 

WEST ALONG THE RIVER: 
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES ON THE 

GREAT FALLS BATTLEFIELD 
Re-telling the events at Peskeompskut 

BasketMaker stands, her eyes glistening with the pain of remembering. 
"I heard my mother scream and then the thunder again and saw an­

other flash of light inside the wetu. My little brother, who was sleeping 
next to me, screamed and I felt his body jerk thenfelt hot blood squirting 
all over me. People were screaming "Mohawks!," then we heard one of 
the English soldiers grunt and the thunderstick at the western door fell. 
All was confusion and noise ... a dog squealed as it was hit by a bullet. 
I remember being at the edge of the cliff above the river. People were 
jumping into the roiling water. 

On the shore I thought I saw the thunderspirit dancing, his feathered 
cape and staff moving cruelly up and down as he danced our deaths. We 
saw the English soldiers coming down the cliff, shooting at everything, 
their steel swords glinting like lightning bolts, and I hid inside a small 
cave made by the rocks ... I knew if I stayed in the rocks I would be killed, 
so I jumped into the river with the others, swimming towards the falls. I 
was swept over, flung into the air, expecting to die as the others had on 
the rocks at the bottom... ( excerpt from the re-telling of the massacre, 

by Kelly Savage in "The Pond Dwellers" 1997) 

Turner's Falls, in Connecticut River. 

"All agreed that it was a rare chance to strike swiftly at the assembled 
hosts. Captain Wzlliam Turner, with about 150 men, marched by night, 
by way of Nash :S Mills and Fall River, and fell upon the Gill section of the 
camp, close to the falls, in the gray of the morning of May 19. He slew 
them in their beds, men, women, and children, gun muzzles in many in­
stances, being poked through the entrances of the wigwams. They killed 
about two or three hundred, who started from their beds and dreams 
shrieking wildly: 'The Mohawks! The Mohawks!' The more agile leaped 
into the foaming waters and were pierced by bullets as they buffeted the 
rapids; and many were drowned ... " 

( excerpt from "The History of Montague" 
by Edward Pressey, 1910) 

see WEST page B6 

By PETE WACKERNAGEL 

FRANKLIN COUNTY - I 
spend nearly all of my time outside. 
I take in the changing weather, the 
newly blooming undergrowth of the 
woods as I rush by on my bicycle, 
the limey haze of just-burst leaves 
on the great trees lining River Road, 
the gentle, winged vibrations of 
bees looking for the right place for 
their almost geodesic paper homes. 

It's true, as it appeai·s, that spring 
is a season of fiI-sts. But I've come 
to believe through many hours spent 
in paiticipato1y obse1vation, that ev­
ery week is a distinct season. I know 
that each week is a spoke of the 52-
spoked wheel, each fo1tnight a car 
in the endlessly cycling Scrambler 
ride of old-but-new-again insects, 
light, and temperature. 

This past week brought the 
dreaded but inevitable return of 
weeds, which I think of as Nature's 
Revenge. It mai·ks a watershed mo­
ment in the spring. 

The time is now over when 
the exposed soil, through regulai·­
enough freezing temperatures, stays 
bare as a brown sheet of constrnc­
tion paper, appearing to be waiting 
to be lent meaning by the horticul­
tural designs of the fanner-as-au­
teur. 

Finally this week the sea-foamy 
crema of spring has spread to the 
fields. The natural world's enthusi­
astic gusto for the end of winter is 
shown clearly on the bare face of the 
soil in the carpet-like growth habit 
of galinsoga and the tenacious but 

Die, 
Die, 
My 
WeedlingJ 

OK-in-salad lamb's qua1ter. Nature 
despises voids the way that graffiti 
artists hate empty brick walls in al­
leys, and at times when I can detach 
myself from my chosen role, I'm 
given hope by its ability to fill space 
with life. 

We kill weeds in a great many 
creative and medieval ways. Before 
planting we can plow them, their 
leaves and stems being crushed un­
der a 6-inch wave of soil and their 
roots inve1ted to wither in the sun. 

A different strategy at this stage 
would be to use the hairnws, where 
they would be coarsely chopped by 
ogre-toothed disks. And if one real­
ly wanted to make utter mincemeat 
of them, you could roto-till them 
into oblivion (although this is bad 
practice for soil health). 

EASY-BUTTERFLY-GARDEN.COM 

We also rid our beds of weeds 
using 2-, 3-, and 5-row cultivators, 
Lillistons with their many ninja 
star-like blades, basket weeders, 
and even our bai·e hands in the faim 
version ofKrav Maga. 

Probably the most impressively 
fun way to exercise extreme 

see AGRARIAN page B4 

Director Anne White, Leaving Leverett 
Chorus, Invites Former Members to Sing New at the Wendell Free Library: 

BvLEEWICKS 

Former members of the 
Leverett Community Chorus 
will have one last chance to 
sing under the direction of 
Anne Louise White at this 
year's Spring Concert on 
Sunday, May 18 at 3 pm in 
the gym at the Leverett El­
ementary School. 

F 01mer chorns members 
are invited to join the chorns 
for the final two songs, and 
should plan to come to the 

the Year by her colleagues 
at Fo1t River School in Am­
herst, is reluctantly stepping 
down due to family and work 
responsibilities. 

She has been asked to pi­
lot a new a1ts integration pro­
grain at Fo1t River where her 
position has been restored to 
full time, and she has parents 
in need of her time and care. 

In a letter to the chorus 
members, she wrote about 
her love for this intergenera­
tional chorns, its inclusive-

rience. I want there to be 
oppo1tunities for us to come 
back together. I plan to 
host two Community Sings 
in Leverett in the fall and 
spring. These will be eve­
nings where we can haimo­
nize on songs that can be 
leained in one evening ... 

"I so much appreciate the 
ti·emendous energy you have 
invested in our community. 
So many of you have pitched 
in, in so many important 
ways: We all have a place in 

Ann Louise White leads the chorus during rehearsal. 

reheai·sal before the show at 
2:00 pm to rnn through the 
songs with the rest of the 
chorns. 

Ms. White, who found­
ed the Community Chorns 
thi1teen years ago and was 
recently nained Teacher of 

ness; its commitment to the 
community and the pure joy 
of bringing people together 
to sing. 

She said, "My thi1teen 
years of making music with 
the chorus has been a pro­
foundly meaningful expe-

the choir. Thank you for be­
ing that choir." 

A search is unde1way to 
find a successor to lead the 
chorns, and Ms. White said, 
"I am personally thrilled that 
they ai·e doing this. This is a 

see CHORUS page B4 

Mixed Media Work by Nina Keller 
By RICHARD BALDWIN 

Wendell Free Libra1y's 
spring exhibition this year is 
the fast public showing of 
paintings and drawings by 
Nina Keller. This mixed me­
dia show is filled with imag­
ery that is derived from Nina's 
long time direct involvement 
with, and love for, nature. 
Like her smToundings and 
her many interests, the work 
encompasses a wide range of 
detail and energy. 

Ms. Keller has long been 
active in a wide variety of en­

i,w.:.::..=:i:a 

deavors. In addition to work- ~~.,.,,,,.~, 
ing on the fa1nily's organic 
farm, she teaches pa1t time at 

"Open the Doors." Photo l!J Julia Rabin. 

the high school level, runs periodic writing 
workshops and is very active politically both 
in town government and as an anti-nucleai· 
activist. Her abundant energy and creativity 
flourish in gardening, sewing, writing and 
the visual a1ts. 

In her statement about the works in this 
exhibition she writes: 

"We paint how ·we think, what we see, 
know, imagine and believe. 

Drawings are worksite dreams. 
They can be exacting realism 

and also slide into impressionistic 
alchemy and phantoms. 

If you look around my farm, you will see 
art incarnate. 

It is not all beauty. 
Beware the Mad Bombers. " 
The above is an accurate description of 

works in this show. The pieces encompass 
a wide range of imagery from the pencil 

sketch of a post and beam element, "Oak 
Tree " and the drawino "Curiouser" (in-, e,, 

quisitive cows), based on observation, to 
the highly fanciful works, "Alchemy" and 
"Fai· Away and Deep." The latter two are 
imagined compositions presenting poetic 
na1rntives. 

The series of four pieces, titled Micro­
cosm-Macrocosm, done in synthetic char­
coal, are characteristically high conn·ast 
black and white drawings. 

These have the opposite feeling from 
others in the show. They are bombastic in 
style ( one of them is named "Bombs"), 
in-your-face aggressive, clearly echoing 
the "Bewai·e the Mad Bombers" phrase in 
Nina's statement. Not friendly imagery, but 
enticing. 

In sharp conn·ast are the whimsical and 
humorous, "Curiouser" and "Open The 

see KELLER page B2 
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Pet of the Week 

"MITTENS" 
Are you looking for an oh so 

handsome young kitty? MEOW! 
That's me. Pick me please! I have 

so much energy I don't know what 

to do with it. They 
call me Mittens, Mr. 
Mittens that is. I am 
so soft. I love to play. 
I love to be petted all 
over. 

I love to play with 
the water as it comes 
out of the sink. Is that 
weird? Not really. 

Sometimes I can 
play rough - so please 
no young children 
for me. No cats either 
because not all cats like 
the way I play either. 

Come down and see 
how handsome I tmly 
am. I will be waiting 
for you. 

Contact the Dakin Pioneer Valley 
Humane Society at (413) 548-9898 

Senior Center Activities 
May 19 through 23 

GILL and MONTAGUE 
Gill/ Montague Senior Center, 

62 Fifth Street, Tumers Falls, is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregate 
meals are served Tuesday through 
Thw-sday at Noon. 

Meal reservations must be made 
one day in advance by 11 a.m. 

All fitness classes are suppo1ted 
by a grant from the Executive 
Office of Elder Affairs. Voluntaiy 
donations are accepted. 

Council on Aging Director is 
Roberta Potter. Kitchen Manager 
is Jeff Suprenant. 

For more info1mation, to make 
meal reservations, or to sign up for 
programs call 863-9357. 

Messages can be left on our 
machine when the center is closed. 

Monday 5/19 
Closed for Town Election 
Tuesday 5/20 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Lunch 
1 p m. Knitting Circle 
Wednesday 5/21 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
TRIADLtmch 
Noon Lunch 
12:45 p.m. Bingo 
Thm·sday 5/22 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
11 a.m. Sing Along with Moming 
Star 
Noon Lunch 
1 p.m. Pitch 
Friday 5/23 
10:10 a.m. Aerobics 
10:55 a.m. Chair Exercise 
1 p.m. Writing Group 

WENDELL 
Wendell Senior Center is at 

2 Lockes Village Road. Call 
Nancy Spittle, (978) 544-6760, 
for hours and upcoming programs. 
Call the Center for a ride. 

ERVING 
E1·ving Senior Center, 1 

Care Drive, Ervingside, is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for activities and 
congregate meals. 

Ltmch is at 11 :30 a.m., with 
reservations required 24 hours in 
advance. Call Mealsite Manager 
Rebecca Meuse at (413) 423-
3308, for meal inf01mation and 
reservations. 

For info1mation, call Polly 
Kiely, Senior Center Director, at 
(413)423-3649. Transpo1tationcan 
be provided for meals, shopping, 
or medical necessity. 

Call the Center to confum 
activities, schedule a ride, or find 
out when is the next blood pressure 
clinic. 

Monday 5/19 
9 a.m. Tai Chi 
10 a.m. Osteo Exercise 
12:30 p.m. Quilting 
Tuesday 5/20 
8:45 a.m. Chair Aerobics 
10 a.m. Steve Damon 
10:45 a.m. Senior Business 
12:30 p.m. Painting 
Wednesday 5/21 
8:45 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Chair Yoga 
Noon Bingo 
Thm·sday 5/22 
8:45 a.m. Aerobics 
10 a.m. Healthy Bones & 
Muscles 
Noon Cards 
Friday 5/23 
9 a.m. Bowling 

LEVERETT 
For info1mation, contact the 

Leverett COA at (413) 548-1022, 
ext. 5, or coa@leverett.ma.us. 

Take-It-Easy Chair Yoga -
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. at the Town 
Hall. Drop-in $5 (first class free). 

Senior Lunch - Fridays at noon. 
Call (413) 367-2694 by Wednesday 
for a reservation. 

THE MONTAGUE REPORTER MAY 15, 2014 

THE HEALTHY GEEZER 

The Joys of Low-Impact Exercise 
By FRED 
CICETTI 

Q. I've got 
problems 
with several 
joints and 
I heard 
low-impact 

exercise is something I should try. 
What is low-impact and can you 
suggest some exercises? 

Warning: If you want to begin a 
new exercise program, you should 
consult your physician and request 
a list of exercises that are best for 
your age and physical condition. 

As you age, your body becomes 
less flexible and more vulnerable to 
injmy. Low-impact exercise does 
not place excessive pressure on your 
body. There are many low-impact 
activities that can give you a good, 
relatively safe workout. 

The following are some low-im­
pact exercises that you can review 
and discuss with your doctor. I put 
these in alphabetical order: 

Golf 
Golf is great for increasing flex­

ibility and strength. Swinging a club 
is more exercise than it apperu·s to 
be. If you can walk 18 holes with 
a hand cart, you are in great shape 
already. But riding the course with a 
golf crut will still have you walking 
more than you would think. 

KELLER from B 1 
Doors," where Nina's info1mal 
shorthand treatment conveys 
a feeling of intimacy, of 
friendliness. 

Then too are the delicate 
pieces, "Ascend Descend" and 
"Mind The Birds," where the tiny 
markings and watercolor washes 
remind one of Kandinsky's work. 
In the colored drawing, "Skunk 
Cabbage," the combination of 

Cycling 
Riding a bike gives you a sub­

stantial workout. I enjoy riding bike 
trails because I get to enjoy nature 
while getting low-impact exercise. 
I gave up riding on streets because 
there are too many dangers posed by 
cru·s and trucks. If you don't want to 
ride outdoors, you can pedal a sta­
tionruy bike indoors. 

Swimming 
Swimming poses ve1y little inju-

1y risk. The water relieves the stress 
on your body. Swimming also is a 
whole-body exercise. There's lots of 
strengthening and stretching while 
afloat. It's great for your rums, legs, 
back and shoulders. 

Tai Chi 
In Asia, tai chi (tie-chee) is con­

sidered to be the most beneficial 
exercise for older people, because it 
is gentle and can be modified eas­
ily if a person has health limitations. 
A person doing tai chi progresses 
slowly and gracefully through a 
series of movements while breath­
ing deeply and meditating. Tai chi 
relaxes and stimulates the body and 
mind. Tai chi has been called mov­
ing meditation. 

Walking 
Walking is one of the simplest 

and best low-impact exercises. All 
you need is a good pair of shoes or 
sneakers ru1d a place to walk. On 

pencil lines and swirling shapes 
ru·e reminiscent of van Gogh's 
drawings. Both continue a major 
theme of movement and energy in 
the work. 

It is fascinating to view 
drawings and paintings done over 
a fairly long period of time by an 
rutist who is unconcerned about 
fitting into a fo1mal art world. 
Nina's work is a straightfo1ward 
experimentation with visual media 

~ ~ bv OVERTURE 

Overture is based in Shelburne Falls. Check out opertura. org. 

cold and rainy days, I see a lot of se­
niors walking around indoor malls. 
When you can, a beneficial exercise 
is leaving the cru· keys at home when 
you have to nm an en-and. 

Water aernbics 
Water aerobics is another exer­

cise that can work the whole body. 
The concept behind this exercise is 
that eve1ything you do is resisted by 
the water. This exercise is so popu­
lar among seniors that an iconic 
photo you see often is of a bunch of 
older people in a pool smiling. 

Weight-lifting 
You should begin doing your 

moves without weights. Then go to 
light weights. You can increase the 
weight amounts gradually. Getting a 
personal trainer for weight-lifting is 
a sma1t idea. 

Yoga 
Yoga practice includes physical 

postures that pa1ticipants flow into 
and then hold before proceeding 
to the next posture. Yoga has been 
shown to help alleviate many of 
the health problems faced by older 
adults. In fact, the many benefits of 
Yoga are supposed to combat the 
aging process. Yoga can help your 
balance, a serious concern for se­
niors. 

Questions? Send them to 
fred@healthygeezer.org 

and a direct expression of her 
"worksite dreams." 

We encourage you to stop in and 
see this exhibition during regulru· 
Library hours: Tuesdays from 3 to 
6 pm.; Wednesdays from 10 am. 
to 8 pm.; and Saturdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The exhibition 
mns from May 4 until July I. 

Ms. Keller's reception is on Sun­
day, May 18 from 2 to 5 Ill.Ill 
p.m. in the Heffick Room. d 

MONTAGUE 
LIBRARY NEWS 

Summer Hours 
Saturday, May 17, is the 

last Saturday the Carnegie 
Library will be open until 
after Labor Day. 

Carnegie Library park­
ing on 7th Street was 
changed again, this time 
back to the library side of 
the street, for safety rea­
sons, by the Select Board. 

The parking in front 
of the Carnegie Library 
is currently unchanged, 
but diagonal parking on 
Avenue A is being investi­
gated. 

Home School Science on 
Wednesdays has ended for 
the season. 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

Hampshire ~in.g Services \!J~ established 1984 

Glenn T Shinner, Au D 
Heruin,g and Hearing A id Tcchno!Qgy Shaped 
by Clinical Knowledge Blended with Car~ & 

Patience To Optituize Social lnteraction 

As au Audiology practice, 
it's who we arc and what we do 

241 Kiog Str=, Suite J 19 (l'Ot Pourri Plazal Nortlwmptoo • 413-586·9572 

it's all about communication 

lK Power Town 
Apartments 
1 ~2 Avenue A 
P.O. Box48 
Turners Falls, MA 
4 I l-863-9433 

professionally managed by: 

HalIKeen Management, Inc. 
rental office on the corner of Ave. A & 4th St 

Sharon Cottrell 
Property Manager 

Renaissan~e Excavating, Inc. 

COMPLETE 

SITE WORK 

Septic & Drainage Systems I Sand, Gravel & Loam 
Main Road, Gill 

Douglas Edson 413. 863 .4462 
renexc@gmail.com cell 413.834,2201 

•dMI PICKLES I 
Naturall~ Fermented &Raw 

Available at 
Upinngil and Food City! 

www.realpickles.com 
(413)774-2600 Greenfield, MA 

Hartnett Plumbing 
Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning, 

Remodeling, Repairs 

"We give you a place to go" 

l 84 Jacksonville Rood 
Colrain 413-624-0044 

Serving all of Franklin County 
Moss. License #13175 

mww 
Montague WebWorks . com 

make the web work for your business 

mIchael muller 
owner 

413.320.5336 

28 Center Street 

montague, ma 01351 
info@montaguewebworks.com 
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Melantha 
chased Otis 

from the 
Library with 

a warning 
about the 

crack in 
the library 

stairs. 

Scorned, he 
wandered 

down the hill 
to town. 

By DAVID DETMOLD 

I nudged back through the town, 
feeling sulky. My boots cmnched 
through the silicate snow with a 
grating noise that caused my teeth 
to grit. I ducked into the Golden 
Mean, hoping to put the whole 
weird scene at the library behind 
me. 

It was still early. Sixto was sleep­
ing on a racing fo1m by the cash reg­
ister, beside a dead cigar in a glass 
ashtray. His huge double paws were 
curled delicately beneath his noble 
chest, and his proud visage, noble 
as an Eyptian pharoah, glowered in 
restive sleep. 

Iona was tending bar. 
I sat in the comer by the jukebox 

and ran my finger down the red and 
white rows of glowing song titles. 
A Polynesian version of "She'll Be 
Comin' Round the Mountain," was 
playing, sounding tinny and far­
away. 

"What would you like?" 
"I'm not sure I can put it into 

words," I admitted. "For now, may­
be just an absinthe." 

She smiled and set me up, pour­
ing a measure of the bitter worm­
wood spirit into a rese1voir glass, 
balancing a sugarcube on a slotted 
silver spoon atop the rim, and pour­
ing ice water slowly through the 
sugar as we talked. The clear liquid 
in the glass turned a milky, opaque 
green, and the pungent smell of 
fennel wafted from the seething 
mixture. 

I thought I heard her murmur, 
"Absinthe makes the hea1t grow 
fonder." 

But I could never quite hear what 
Iona said, distinctly. 

I was pretty fond of her already. 
Tall and slender, with a swimmer's 
build and the poise of a bull danc­
er, she was a rare figure of grace 
in our wind blown town. She cut 
her brown hair sho1t, cut it herself 
in the 1ni1Tor, she told me, and the 
style accentuated the long fluid line 
of her neck. 

She often seemed dissatisfied 
with her lot in life, but always man­
aged to work the name of her boy­
friend, Niko, into the conversation 
whenever I began to think about 
asking her out. 

"Sixto caught a bird last night," 
she remarked offhandedly, and 
moved away to help another cus­
tomer. 

"How is that possible?" I called 
after her. "Was the bird diunk?" 

She came back down the bar to­
ward me. 

"Sixto is so fat and pampered," 

I said. "I didn't know he ever left 
the bar." 

"Oh, Georgie lets him out eve1y 
night to do his business." Georgie 
was the cook. "He told me Sixto 
was canying a bird in his mouth 
when he let him in today." 

"What kind of bird?" 
"A cedar waxwing." 
She stood there for a moment 

looking at me. 
''Think of it. .. " she said. "Asleep 

in the reeds, down by the frozen 
river, dreaming of spring. All of a 
sudden, with no warning, an ava­
lanche of fur and claws comes leap­
ing down on top of you. 

"Before you even wake up, he 
grabs you in his teeth, and before 
you can say, 'Daedalus!' Bang! 
You're lunchmeat." 

She flicked a toothpick out of the 
cup and snapped it in two between 
her thumb and middle finger and 
smiled at me. 

I dropped a quaiter in the juke­
box and put on "Social Security," 
by the Fine Young Cannibals. 

The waxwings flew into town in 
a small flurry each Janua1y, on their 
way 1101th, and could be found for 
several days along the Avenue, and 
on some of the main side streets, 
mstling around the ice-encmsted 
crabapple n·ees, ransacking them 
for frozen beITies. 

The birds' timing was impec­
cable. Soon after they depa1ted, 
heading who knows where, the 
winter wind would tear the last 
of the old fruit from the trees and 
leave the sidewalks in town littered 
with flaccid red pulp, which froze 
and thawed tenuously and formed 
a rind on the soles of our winter 
boots we scraped off eve1y time we 
budged in from out of doors, leav­
ing traces that resembled blood and 
brain matter on all the welcome 
mats downtown. 

The waxwings, occasionally 
joined by their rare bohemian cous­
ins, had Mt. Parnassus solidly im­
printed on their erratic migrato1y 
maps as a place where frozen ber­
ries could be gleaned in abundance 
from the stubby ornamentals, which 
came alive for a few days in mid­
winter in a blur of red and yellow­
tipped wings and a hectic cloud of 
frenzied feeding. 

It was not unusual each year for 
a few of the dominoed birds, glutted 
and delirioius, to fly sn·aight past 
the next crabti·ee and slam headfirst 
into a plate glass storefront win­
dow, breaking their delicate roan 
feathered necks. 

Continued next week. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MONTAGUE POLICE LOG 

Goat Dispute, Hens on the Loose, Skunk in the 
Daytime; Injured Rabbit, Deer, and Baby Hawk; 

Human Guy Gets Finger Stuck In Gas Tank 
Monday, 5/5 

9:30 a.m. Party in to sta­
tion to report that a work 
bench he had left outside 
of his storage unit on Sec­
ond Street was gone. A 
friend located a Craigslist 
posting for the item in 
question. Officer contacted 
seller on Craigslist; seller 
believed that the bench had 
been abandoned. Seller will 
be returning item to where 
he found it. 
9:31; a.m. Request for of­
ficer to retrieve a bag of 
pills left in the restroom of 
Ed's Barber Shop. Bag con­
taining 1<1 Oxycontin pills 
removed and disposed of. 
7:M p.m. Landlord-tenant 
disturbance on Avenue A. 
Investigated. 
10:03 p.m. Business com­
puter reported stolen from 
People's Bakery. Report 
taken. 
Tuesday, 5/6 

12:09 a.m. Caller reported 
catching a male party who 
broke into his vehicle on L 
Street. Subject left a pair of 
sandals behind; described as 
barefoot, 5'3" - 5'6", stocky 
build, and wearing black 
sweats. Officer responded; 
1{9 search initiated but can­
celed after caller witnessed 
subject leaving area in a 
Jeep Cherokee driven by a 
white female. Info shared 
with Greenfield PD. 
-t:-t2 a.m. Silent 911 call 
received from a Turn­
ers Falls Road residence; 
responding officer found 
that the call was for suspi­
cious activity, and that the 
suspicious subject was in a 
field observing the meteor 
shower. 
10:27 a.m. License plate 
stolen off motorcycle 
overnight on Park Street. 
Paperwork completed and 
stolen plate entered into 
national database. 
10:1;5 a.m. Assisted U.S. 
Marshals Service with 
warrant arrest in Erving. 

was arrested as a 
fugitive from justice on a 
court warrant. 
3:28 p.m. Caller from East 
Chestnut Hill Road report­
ed that his neighbor's goats 
that keep escaping from 
their residence are loose 
again and approaching his 
yard. Animal control of­
ficer advised and en route. 
ACO got goats back on 
owner's property and will 
follow up with owner. 
7:21 p.m. Two needles 
found in bathroom trash 
at F.L. Roberts. I terns dis­
posed of. 
8:00 p.m. Caller reported 
two chickens loose in the 

Avenue A area: one behind 
a building and one in Spin­
ner Park. Referred to an 
officer. 
Wednesday, 5/'7 

11:07 a.m. Caller reported 
that his finger was stuck in 
the hole where you put the 
gas nozzle in your vehicle. 
TFFD and officers advised. 
Caller freed by TFFD. 
11:21< a.m. Report of ve­
hicle into Jersey barriers 
at former Railroad Salvage 
location. Accident was due 
to driver being distracted 
by a passenger's medical is­
sue. Medical issue resolved; 
vehicle towed; DPW ad­
vised re: Jersey barrier. 
1 :21< p.m. Caller reported 
"small explosion" after two 
females attempted to jump 
start a vehicle in the Rite 
Aid parking lot. No ap­
parent injuries; lingering 
smoke; fluids on ground. 
TFFD advised. 
2:50 p.m. Report of sev­
eral mirrored closet doors 
dumped illegally on Win­
throp Street. DPW ad­
vised. 
7:26 p.m. Following a traf­
fic 

charged with failure to stop 
for a stop sign; possession 
of an open container of 
alcohol in a motor vehicle; 
and operating a motor ve­
hicle with a revoked license 
(subsequent offense). 
Thursday, 5/8 

12:21 a.m. Two reports of 
male creating a disturbance 
in a Third Street apartment 
building. Male found to be 
attempting to get help for a 
medical issue with an infant 
in a neighboring building. 
BHA and TFFD advised 
and en route. 
7 a.m. Caller reported see­
ing a skunk out in daylight; 
no other abnormal activity 
observed. Animal control 
officer advised. 
1:11< p.m. At request of 
Hampden County Sheriff's 
Department, male subject 
from Lake Pleasant ver­
bally trespassed from their 
jail. 
1 :21 p.m. Caller reported 
finding a rabbit whose back 
legs had been run over by a 

car. Services rendered. 
7:15 p.m. While hiking off 
of Reservation Road, caller 
observed a suspicious male 
who may have been expos­
ing himself. Caller took 
down all license plate num­
bers in the area. Unable to 
locate. 
7:1;6 p.m. Caller reported 
that neighbor on Park 
Street was making home­
made explosives from two 
liter bottles and blowing 
them up in the yard. Inves­
tigated. 
8:-t0 p.m. Second call re­
garding homemade explo­
sives being detonated on 
Park Street. Investigated. 
9:16 p.m. Female student 
reported missing; last seen 
earlier today at Franklin 
County Technical School, 
but did not get on the bus 
home. Female located by 
Greenfield PD and trans­
ferred to DCF custody. 
Friday, 5/9 

12:52 a.m. Loud noise dis­
turbance on Fourth Street. 
Peace restored. 
1 :0-t a.m. Loud noise dis­
turbance in area of Ninth 
Avenue in Lake Pleasant. 
Second caller reported 
loud music coming from a 
large party with possibly 
100 people in attendance. 
Gathering dispersed; party 
moved inside and all ad­
vised to quiet down. 
2:1;8 a.m. Caller reported 
seeing a white SUV pull 
into her driveway and a 
male get out and open the 
storm door. During call, 
caller, embarrassed, real­
ized that this was most 
likely the newspaper deliv­
ery man. Responding offi­
cers found that vehicle was, 
in fact, the paper delivery. 
All OK. 
6: 12 a.m. Car vs. deer north 
of Greenfield Road and 
Hatchery Road. Driver un­
injured; deer ran off into 
woods; significant damage 
to vehicle. 
12:32 p.m. Debit card re­
ported stolen from mailbox 
on Park Street three weeks 
ago; since then, transac­
tions totaling more than 
$650 have been made. In­
vestigated. 
12:36 p.m. Caller report-

ed having been told by a 
neighbor that a tenant in 
their building on J Street 
had "a lot of weapons" 
in his apartment and had 
been observed acting sus­
piciously recently. Referred 
to an officer; caller advised 
of options. 
6: 11 p.m. Complaint regard­
ing two males standing on 
the corner of Fourth Street 
and Avenue A and kick­
ing "nips" into traffic on 
Avenue A. Caller reported 
that these two parties are 
always in the area causing 
issues and he is "sick of it." 
Parties described as black 
males, wearing all black 
with baseball caps on. In­
vestigated. 
Saturday, 5/lo 

straight warrant. 
12: 19 p.m. Caller reported 
hearing approximately 20 

gunshots coming from 
the wooded area behind 
her residence on Millers 
Falls Road; shots sounded 
closer than legal distance. 
Referred to Environmental 
Police. 
12:25 p.m. Report of a 
male subject on a bicycle 
downtown yelling, scream­
ing, and acting disorderly. 
Unable to locate. 
11 :09 p.m. Officer passing 
through Deerfield flagged 
down and advised of a 
large bonfire nearby. Deer­
field FD advised. 
Sunday, 5/l I 

1: 16 a.m. Report of male 
subject urinating on build­
ing on Avenue A. Unable 
to locate. 
1 :53 a.m. Loud music com­
plaint on Fairway Avenue. 
Peace restored. 
-t:52 a.m. Following a dis­
turbance in Lake Pleasant, 
an intoxicated Hatfield 
man was taken into protec­
tive custody. 
11: 12 a.m. Injured baby 
hawk reported on Davis 
Street. Hawk retrieved and 
later picked up by environ­
mental police. 
3:1;6 p.m. Caller reported 
that a party attempted to 
run her son over yesterday. 
Services rendered. 
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Montague 

B~~~~-~L 
413-367-9206 

www.montaguebookmill.com 

DOLAN & Dbl:AN 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

174AVENUEA 
TURNERS FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 

01376 
41}863-3133 

PfR~~~~l mJ~R~, Will~~ f~rnlE~, w~RHfR1

~ mmP 

LICENSED, INSURED 
INTERIOP/EXTERIOR PAINTING, ALL PHASE.S 

POWE~ WASHING 

BRIAN MCCUE. PRESIDENT 
240 G~E;£1fF!ELO ROAD • MONTAGUE, MA 01351 

PHONE&: FAX' 413-367-9896 • RENAISSANCEPAINTINGCOMPANY,COM 

ENT TO EXCELLENCE 
KUSTOM AUTOBODY 

MA Reg #RS2066 

48 Randall Road 
Montague 

Phone/413-863-3780 

Mike Fuller, Owner 

Dudek Tax Service 
10 Masonic Ave 
Turners Falls 
MA 01376 
Frank J. Dudek 
Kelly Berthiaume 
413.863.5394 - Office 
413.775.3327 - Cell 
fronkd _ 7 4@yahoo.com 
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AGRARIAN from page 81 
prejudice against weeds and their 
plentiful ilk is the flame weeder - or 
Flame Reaper, if you'd like the no­
menclature to be as dramatic as it 
should be. 

Supposedly you can buy them at 
Wal-Ma1t, although I've never heard 
of it, probably based on most organic 
faimers' predisposition towai·d ram­
shackle D.I.Y. technology. 

Flame weeders are so easy to 
build, if you're good at building 
tlrings, that I can explain it in one 
paragraph. 

First, take just the frame from an 
old external frame pack, the hai·d-on­
tl1e-back kind they probably stopped 
making after 1989. Attach a stan­
dard 20-lb propai1e tank to it with a 
carabiner you'd tiust yom life with 

and a bungee cord on the bottom for 
stability. Attach a 4' propane tank 
hose with S regulator to your tank, 
then fit the outer end of the hose with 
a 2 '-long,¾" diameter iron pipe. 

That's it! Now you can stand 
fully upright ai1d enjoy watching 
the weeds shrink into tl1emselves 
and evaporate in a way tl1at makes 
it seem like they never existed, like 
you had just gone back in time and 
murdered their weed-mothers. 

The flame weeder seemed at first 
a bit too NBC, or maybe WMD. It 
appeared to be a little too symbolic 
of waging wai· on Mother Ea1th. 

I mean, while using it the soil 
does smoke ai1d little pieces of wood 
and other memorabilia of the natural 
world briefly flare up with flame tl1at 
seems to be moving in 2X fast-for-
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ward. 
But now I see it as more phoenix­

like, more a pait of the natural contin­
uum ofbirtl1-death. The flame passes 
over the ca1rnt seeds in the seedbed, 
just starting to ge1minate, and it rings 
in their Umbelliferan New Yeai·, like 
burning one's Christmas u·ee on the 
first of Januaiy. 

While we'll kill the weeds that 
eventually grow up ai·ound them 
witl1 a mechanical cultivator, with 
hoes and our own finge1-s, it's the 
two-foot-long iron buthday candle 
of the flame weeder that mai·ks their 
entry into our sunlit world. 

Pete lives in Montague City and 
works on a farm in Sunder­
land. He joins us as a guest 
columnist this season. u 

HIGHLIGHTS FROMTHE GILL POLICE LOG 

Animal Complains; Keeping of the Peace 
Monday, 4/zs 
12 noon Boyle Road 
resident reported being 
harassed by male party 
looking for homes. 
2:20 p.m. Motor vehicle 
lockout at West Gill Road 
business. 
3:30 p.m. Assisted Erving 
PD with arrest. 
'i<:1'5 p.m. Landlord/tenant 
dispute on Oak Street. 
Tuesday, 4/29 

7:20 a.m. Animal 
complaint on Route 2 at 
Hill Drive. Removed same 
from roadway. 
8:30 a.m. Court paperwork 
issued for Oak Street 
resident. 
11 :55 a.m. Suspect from 
harassment report located 
and removed from Boyle 
Road area. 
Wednesday, 4/30 

7: 15 a.m. Assisted Main 
Road business with 
employee issue. 
7:30 a.m. Report of 
larceny of signs from 
Main Road residence. 
5:25 p.m. Medical 
emergency on Route 2 at 
Highland Road. Subject 
transported by BHA. 

CHORUS from 81 

Thursday, 5/ I 

10:50 a.m. Restraining 
order updated on French 
mng Highway resident. 
12: 10 p.m. Arrested 
Riverview Drive resident 
for breaking and entering 
and assault and battery. 
10: 10 p.m. Suspicious 
person/ activity at River 
Road residence. Unknown 
party transported to 
hospital. 
Friday, 5/z 
10:1<3 a.m. Assisted 
Montague PD with a 
large fight on Avenue A in 
Turners Falls. 
1': 15 p.m. Located reported 
erratic driver on Route 2. 

Subject Ol{, just tired. 
1':35 p.m. Disabled vehicle 
on Route 2. Assisted same 
to Mobil station. 
5:50 p.m. Restraining 
order issued against 
Riverview Drive resident. 
9:20 p.m. Unattended 
motorcycle reported on 
Main Road. Checked OK 
Saturday, 5/3 

8:50 p.m. Harassment of 
resident m Greenfield 
reported. Greenfield PD 
contacted. 

10: 15 p.m. Assisted 
parents of suspicious 
subject in locating adult 
son near river in Gill. 
Sunday, 5/4 

5 p.m. Walk-in report 
of erratic motor vehicle 
operator on Main Road. 
5:20 p.m. Assisted 
Northfield PD with 
reported jumper from 
Route 10 bridge. 
7:10 p.m. Riverview Drive 
resident assisted with 
property dispute. 
Monday, 5/5 
2:15 p.m. Report of motor 
vehicle leaking gas on 
Route 2. 

3:30 p.m. DCF 
investigation for family 
abuse on Dole Road. 
Tuesday, 5/6 
9:10 a.m. Medical 
assistance for Stoughton 
Place resident. 
Transported. 
9:30 a.m. Motor vehicle 
accident at Main Road 
and Route 2. No injuries 
reported. 
Wednesday, 5/'1 
9 a.m. Assisted party with 
background check on 
resident. 

11: 15 a.m. Escorted 
resident for Keeping of 
the Peace to Riverview 
Drive residence. 
5:'i<0 p.m. Suspicious truck 
reported in Riverside 
area. vVMECO workers 
located. 
6:50 p.m. House alarm on 
West Gill Road. All OK. 
Friday, 5/9 

10:30 a.m. Trespass orders 
lifted for parents from 
elementary school. Same 
notified. 
12:55 p.m. French mng 
Bridge area for reported 
subject going to jump. 
Area search. 
2:'i<0 p.m. French mng 
Highway resident 
reported signs stolen from 
town property. 
1':30 p.m. Restraining 
order issued to Hoe Shop 
Road resident. 
7:35 p.m. Investigated 
susp1c1ous female at 
French mng Bridge. 
Contacted family. 
9 p.m. Assisted Erving 
PD with closing of Route 
2 due to accident in their 
town. 

testament to tl1e power of commu­
nity singing." 

nity performances and led tl1e choms 
at community gatherings, memorial 
services, retirement home concerts, 
and dedication ceremonies. She said, 
"We have hosted tl1e Alaskan Chil­
dren's Choms, and have sung with 
visiting musicians from Scotland 
and Canada." 

2. Wondrous Love, a piece from the 
Shape Note Southern Ha1mony sing­
ing u·adition 

The Community Choms brings 
togetl1er people of all ages to experi­
ence the joy of singing. Reheai-sals 
are social events where community 
members get to know one another 
and feel a pa1t of a collaborative en­
deavor. Together they create a sup­
po1tive environment that encourages 
children ai1d adults to gain confi­
dence in their abilities. 

Music reading is not a prerequi­
site. Beginning and advanced singers 
are invited to join ai1d experience the 
joy of haimony singing. Ms. White 
said, "Even people who think they 
can't cany a tune in a bucket in no 
time find themselves pa1t of a glori­
ous choir." 

With singers from "7 to I 07 ," 
some have been involved since the 
first year. The Choms staited out 
with 25 people and now numbers 57. 
Ms. White has directed 24 commu-

The music itself is inclusive and 
represents diverse cultures. Though 
the inu'icate haimonies are often 
challenging, Ms White coaxes, ca­
joles, and encomages the members, 
leading them through va11ous vo­
cal exercises until the sound she is 
seai'Clring for is achieved. 

She's an adept musician and a 
born teacher who has created com­
munity through tl1e simple ( or not 
so simple) act of raising voices in 
song. Her successor will inhe11t a 
well-u·ained choms filled with joy­
ous spi11t. 

The program for the free conceit: 
I. Akanamandla, a Soutl1 Afi'ican 
freedom song 

3. Sumer is a-Cumen In, an English 
song dating back to 1245 
4. Skye Boat Song, a Scottish folk 
song. 
5. A Million Nightingales, a u'ibute 
to the peace work being done in the 
Middle East, by Linda Hi1-schorn 
6. Potato, a humorous piece by 
Che1yl Wheeler 
7. Fount, a u·aditional hymn, ar­
ranged by Malcolm Dalgleish 
8. Harriet Tubman, wi'itten By Wal­
ter Robinson, al1'anged by Anne 
White for tl1e choms 
9. Follow the Heron Home, wi'itten 
by Kai'ine Polwart 
10. No More Fish, by Shelley Posen 
11. Turn the World Around, wi'itten 
by Hai1y Belafonte 
12. God Danced, by Andrew Law­
rence 
13. Woyaya, a South Afi'i- 1~ 
can freedom song. ~ 
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10 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK 
Here's the way it was on May 

13, 2004: News from the Mon­
tague Reporter's archive. 

The Polka Place 
St. Kazimierz Society of Turn­

ers Falls, known in previous de­
cades throughout New England 
for their Saturday night polka 
bands, celebrates its I 00th amliver­
sa1y this Sunday with a ceremonial 
march to tl1e church, a special din­
ner, and a commemorative book. 

In addition to Sunday's activi­
ties, there will be a fo1thcoming 
Kai·aoke Night, as well as an eve­
ning of music with the Baby Mor-
11son Band. 

Healthy Complaints 
Andy Hainilton, chair of Wen­

dell's board of health, filed a com­
plaint against selectboai·d chair 
Ted Lewis in Orange DistI'ict 
Cowt. 

The complaint charges Lewis 
of threate11ing him at the preced­
ing week's selectboard meeting, 
after things heated up ai·ound a 
different complaint tl1at had been 
filed against Hamilton by prope1ty 
owner Paul Rich. 

Rich alleged tl1at Ha1nilton had 
conspired witl1 his tenai1t's boy­
fi'iend to create code violations 
for wllich Hainilton had recently 

CLIO from 81 
think you should msh into getting 
man'ied either. You can still date 
your girlfriend, but let her know that 
you need some tune to think before 
picking a date for the ceremony. 

It's hard for me to tell from one 
letter whether your girlfi'iend has 
the potential to be a loyal pa1tner. 
On the other hand you are in the 
perfect position to judge whether 
this relationship will work, as long 
as you give yourself enough tune to 
figure it out. 

She did tell you about what hap­
pened, which is a good sign. She 
cares enough not to lie to you, and 
also, she is choosing you over the 
ex-boyfi'iend. Maybe this was her 
way of proving to herself that you 
are the one. I hope for both of you 
that this is hue, and that your girl­
friend can be a good pa1tner to you. 

However, if you are wi·iting to 
me, feeling unsure, I suggest that 
you postpone the wedding until you 
are sure. 

Perhaps you have already picked 
a date and started planning the 
wedding, and it feels inconve11ient 
to change the date. Also, it might 
be awkwai·d having to explain to 
friends and family why you ai·e 
postponing the wedding. 

I promise you, though, that get­
ting divorced is even more of a 
hassle, and just as w1comfo1table to 
explain to fi'iends and family. 

For some couples, getting di­
vorced is more expensive than the 
wedding. It is definitely wo1th the 
awkwai·dness at this point to wait 
until you are sure that you uust her 

served to Rich. 
Near the end oftl1e discussion, 

after Hamilton made references to 
Mr. Lewis being "pissy," Lewis 
replied, "If you want to settle tllis, 
mister, I'll settle this right now. 
I'm sick of your bullsllit," 11sing 
from his chair and heading to­
wai·ds the hall. 

Hainilton asked Lewis if he 
was awai·e he had threatened hun, 
to which Lewis replied, "it's not a 
threat, it's a promise." 

Turners Music 
Students from Turners Falls 

High School band and choms 
traveled to a competition in Her­
shey, PA tllis past weekend and re­
turned home beai·ing u·ophies and 
smiles. 

Accompanied by GMRSD band 
director Steve "Mr. C" Ciechom­
ski, the choms placed second with 
an excellent rating, the jazz band 
placed second witl1 a superior rat­
ing, and tl1e concert band placed 
first with a supe11or rating. 

Additionally, several students 
were acknowledged for their in­
dividual achievements, includ­
ing David Pai·ody for a ba11tone 
sax solo, Justin Prokowich for a 
uumpet solo, and Herny Gaida for 
piai10 playing. 

not to hmt you again. 
I believe that you will know 

when ( or it) it is safe to tiust your 
girlfi'iend. Right now you are saying 
that you can't get over it, and that 
may always be hue. 

Maybe you will feel differently, 
though, in a few months, or maybe 
in a year. When that time comes you 
will know that tllis is the woman 
you want to spend the rest of your 
life with. Then you can sta1t plan­
ning the wedding. 

It is n01mal to be ne1vous about 
getting mall'ied or to get cold feet, 
but this is different. A wise pa1t of 
you is questioning whether this is a 
one-time thing and also whether you 
are able to forgive her and move on. 
It is imp01tant to figure out the an­
swe1-s to those questions. 

As long as part of you is not sure 
whether you can tiust your girl­
friend, I think you should listen to 
that warning voice inside you. 

You were at a point in your life 
where you were ready to make a 
commitment to one person whom 
you say you love. You deserve to 
have a happy maITiage, and I really 
hope that you will get to have the 
life you planned with tllis person. 

May she convince you that she 
is uustworthy, and that you can go 
ahead with your plans. 

If it is not going to work, how­
ever, this is the 11ght tune to be hon­
est with yourself about that fact, not 
five or ten yeai·s from now, after you 
are already mall'ied. 

Good luck! 
Yours, 

Clio u 
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~issance IB~ilders 
~alitp. ereftsmanship, ©riginal Gfhought 

www.renbuild.net 
863-8316 

Pip_ioneS 
SPORTSHOP 

• Fishing supplies; Live bait 
• Fishing & Hunting licenses 
• Paintball & CO2 Refills 
• Guns & Ammo ~ 
Open 7 am 7 days a week 

101 Ave A, Turners 41.4.863.4246 t 

SKIP'S ROADSIDE DINER 
POLISH, ITALIAN 8 AMERICAN FARE 
Open 10:30AM-3:00PM Daily·ClosedSundoys 

Boston Globe States: 

Best Polish Food this 
side of Krakow! 

24 French King Hwy@Gill Bridge 
(413) 863-9991 

,JJit,TiOqi/iii •kt 
Si«u f(JfO 

Professional Painting & 
Decorating Contractor 

Commercial • Residential • Industrial 

"SERVING WESTERN MASS FOR OVER 100 YEARS" 
www.couturebros.com 

400 Avenue A Turners Falls, MA• 413-863-4346 

SALES • SERVICE• JNSTAUATION 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

DOORS & OPENERS 

Devine Overhead Doors 
Gerry Devine 

106West Street 
Hadley, MA. 01035 

Hampshire: 586-3161 
F.ranklin:773-9497 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT Park dance party! $, 8 p.m. 

Parlor Room, Northampton: Tar­
box Ramblers. String bassist 
Scott McEwen, drummer Robby 
Cosenza and guitarist Michael 
Tarbox, $, 8 p.m. 

tieth Birthday Party with Rhythm, 
Inc, reggae, 8:30 p.m. 

ONGOING: 

WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY 

Turners Falls Fishway Open! 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day until 
Sunday, June 15, First Street, off 
Avenue A. 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Celtic Sessions, musicians of all 
levels welcome to play traditional 
Irish music, 10:30 a.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

EVERY TUESDAY 

The Millers Falls Library Club: 
Free after school program. 3:30 
to 4:45 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: Free Texas Hold 'em Pok­
er tournament, with cash prizes. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Carnegie Library: Children and 
their families are invited to come 
enjoy stories, crafts, music and 
snacks. 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. 

Great Falls Farmer's Market, 
Turners Falls, 2 to 6 p.m. 

Between the Uprights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. Free. 

EVERY THURSDAY 

JACK COUGHLIN ILLUSTRATION 

& Laurie Davidson. Children and 
their caregivers invited. 10 a.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Thursday 
Night Jazz, Ted Wirt and John 
Harrison, 5 to 7 
p.m. 

EVERY FRIDAY 

Between the Up-
rights, Turners 
Falls: Karaoke 
with Dirty Johnny. 
9 p.m to midnight. 
Free. 

ART SHOWS: 

Nina's 
Turners 

Nook, 
Falls: 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Josh Levan­
gie & The Pistoleros, outlaw 
country, 9 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Mark 
& John turn FIVE-OH! With San­
dy Baily and Her Funky Friends, 
9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MAY 17 

Shelburne Falls: Bridge of Flow-

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Ray Mason and the 
Lonesome Brothers,$, 8 p.m. 

Arts Block, Greenfield: Alter­
naprom, music party benefit for 
the Greenfield Center School. 
DJ, Cocktails, Karaoke, Photo­
booth! $, 8 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: 
Rockit Queer with DJ Just Joan, 
$, 9:30 p.m. 

Route 63 Roadhouse, Millers 
Falls: AfterGlo, current & classic 
rock, $, 9:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY, 
MAY18 

Great Falls 

Transformagina­
tion: the Surreal 
Collage Art of Tif­
fany Heerema. On 
display through 
June 7. 

Burning Bridget Cleary at the Montague Bookmil~ FriciqJ,, Mery 16, 

Discovery 
Center, Turn­
ers Falls: Join 
the Nolum­
beka Project 
for the annual 
Day of Re­
membrance of 
the infamous 
Great Falls 
Massacre on 
May19, 1676. 

Green Fields Mar­
ket, Greenfield: 

8 p.m. Rose Baldino and Deirdre Lockman, tJJho lead the band 1vith 
high-energy and tight!J 1voven harmonies in both fiddle and vocals. 
The driving 1-f?ythm and bass end l(y Lou Baldino on guitm; and 

percussionist, Peter Trezx/, on r./jembe drum. Jennie McA.vqy opens. 

Program in-
cludes cer-
emony, video 
presentation, 

photography of People's Move­
ment to Shut Down VT Yankee 
on display through May 31st. 

Discovery Center, Turners Falls: 
Ed Gregory's photo exhibit in the 
Great Hall, high-resolution imag­
es of typically mundane subjects 
on display through May 31st. 

EVENTS: 

ers Plant Sale. Plants from the 
bridge and other spots around 
town will be for sale. Vendors 
selling tools, propagated wild­
flowers, garden-related art, 
books and local crafts. 9 a.m. to 
noon. Held at the Trinity Church, 
Main Street, Shelburne Falls. 9 
to 12 a.m. 

and conversa­
tion. Soups and refreshments for 
sale. Walking tour of the Wissat­
innewag property in Greenfield, 
following the event. More info: 
nolumbekaproject.org 11 to 3 
p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Lizzie Davis & Mitch Gettman, 
singer-songwriter, 2:30 p.m. 

Montague Center Library: Music THURSDAY, MAY 15 
and Movement with Tom Carroll 

Co-op Birthday Celebration, 311 
Wells St., Greenfield. Live music: 

Leverett Crafts and Arts, Lever­
ett: DANSE CAFE - French & 
Breton Dance, dancing, instruc­
tion, live music, French Cafe am­
bience. $, 3 to 6 p.m. 

Turners Falls, Third Thursday 
events various locations, Avenue 
A see www. turnersfallsrivercul­
ture.org 

FRIDAY, MAY 16 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Food For Change, a pro­
vocative look at the current re­
surgendce of food co-ops in the 
U.S. and their unique historic 
place in our economic and po­
litical landscape, with a focus on 
our own Franklin Community Co­
op (Green Fields & McCusker's 
Markets), 7:30 p.m. Music before 
the movie with Midnight Swerve, 
?p.m. 

Xopo, Balkan and Ras Moon, 
reggae. Join Real Pickles, Arti­
san Beverage Co-op and Pio­
neer Valley Photovoltaics (PV2), 
2 to 5 p.m. 

Pothole Pictures, Shelburne 
Falls: Food For Change, 7:30 
p.m. Music before the movie with 
Midnight Swerve, 7 p.m. 

Wendell Full Moon Coffeehouse, 
Wendell: The Equa/ites, pro­
ceeds to benefit the Millers River 
Watershed Council, open mic, $, 
7:30 p.m. 

Mocha Maya's, Shelburne Falls: 
Doug Alan Wilcox, singer/song­
writer, 7:30 pm. 

Parlor Room, Northampton: Bel­
las Bartok CD Release party, $, 
8p.m. 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: Burning Bridget Cleary 
with Jennie McAvoy opening, $, 
8p.m. 

Deja Brew, Wendell: Patti's Sex­
Arts Block, Greenfield: Trailer 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: TNT 
Karaoke, 9 p.m. 

MONDAY, MAY 19 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: BIN­
GO! 8 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MAY 22 

Green Fields Market, Greenfield, 
Robin Lane and friends, on the 
mezzanine, 2 p.m. 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Scott 
Lawson Pomeroy ( of Orange 
Crush): Fear No '80s, 8 p.m 

FRIDAY, MAY 23 

Montague Bookmill, Montague 
Center: June and the Bee, Wom­
an Songwriter Collective, $, 8 
p.m. 

B5 

Rendezvous, Turners Falls: Rus­
sell Kaback, soul/folk, 9:30 p.m. 

A1emonal Hall Theater 

P□rn □lf Pl[WRfS 
Friday & Saturday 

May 16th & 17th, 7:30 p.m. 
FOOD FOR CHANGE 

Music at 7 p.m 
Friday & Saturday: Midnight Swerve--­

Steve Alves, Kenny Butler & Marcia Day 

51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls 625-2896 

t•, .. ~t r ~, J 
'The BrickHouse 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
CENTER 

24 3rd Street, Turners Falls 

Teen Drop-In Center 
Tues.-Sat., 2:30-6:00 p.m. 

For information: 

www.brickhousecommunity.org 

( 413) 863-9576 

THURS. 5/15 7:30 FREE 
HALF SHAVED JAZZ 

FRI. 5/ 1 6 FREE 
Mark & John turn 100!!! 
w. Sandy Bailey & her 

Funky Friends 

SAT. 5/ 17 9:30 FREE 
ROCKIT QUEER 

w. Just Joan! 

SUN. 5/ 18 Free 
6pm ;'Music; to eat By" (DJ) 

9pm TNT KARAOKE 

7 8 THIRD STREET 
TURNERS FILLS. MA 
REIDElVDUSTFM •. COM 
TEL:413-863-2866 

PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD HERE FOR ONLY $9.00 PER WEEK (12 WEEK MINIMUM). CALL 863-8666 

DILLON CHEVROLET INC. 
54 Main Street 
P.O. Box729 

Greenfield, MA 01302 

c::,__r-1 
CHEVRDlEr 

Avalanche Colorado Suburban Tahoe ~uinox Traverse Vans 

RON SICARD 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
Bus. Phone ( 41 S) 773-3678 

Fax(413) 774-5746 

FOUR WINDS SCHOOL 
The strengths of the one-room school 

meet the challenges of the 21st Century. 

nurturing each student's strengths and curiosity, 
challenging every student every day, 

helping students develop the determination and the 
basic skills they need to follow their own Inspiration 

413 863-8055 www .fourwind.s school.info 

[Pam Veith ] 
REALESTATE 

Barbara A. Edson-Greenwald 
REALTOR, ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GR/, SRES, CBR Office: (413 ) 498.0207 l<2 

Cell: (413)834-4444 

75 Main Street; Suite 105, 
Northfield, MA 01360 

Home: (413)863-9166 
Horne Fax: (413)863·0218 

bedson1@comcast.nel 

www.PamVeithRealEstate.com 

Dm~j Brian R. San Soucie 
~ Locksmith - CRL 

Serving the Area /or over 25 years Certified• Bonded• /11sur,•rl 

We Install all Tvpes of Locks & Entry Devices for 
Businesses and Homes 

• Dead Bolts 
• Household Lock Sets 
• We Master Key & Re-Key 
• Safe Combinations Changed 

28 Montague Street 
Turners Falls. MA 01376 

863-2471 
Fax 863-BOZZ 

fUn1<·s~un 
fUN. fUNl<Y. fUN(JIONflL 

Custoll): Sewil)~, CJpf)olstery, Slip Covers, 

Floors, Si~l)S, Hal)dba~s, Pillows, Fabric ful) 

38 3rd Street 
Christa Snyder - Creator 
Thur-Fri 11-6 Sat 10-5 

Turners Falls 
413-863-0003 

Sun 12-4 

TNT PRODUCTIONS 
DJ & KARAOKE SPECIALISTS 

•we Know Entertainment• 

www.tntprodj.net 
413-522-6035 

fir Bryan G. Hobbs 
Remodehng Contractor 

Hlot.\01 CPllulosP lnsul,11·jcm • Air~Paling • l:!nMgy Audits 

RPpl~cemenl Doors & Windows • Roofing • Siding 
Home Rep;:iirs • Spray Po,tm Insulation 

Call Now for a Free 
Energy Audit: 
(413) 775-9006 

Bryan G. Hohbs 
346 Conway St., Greenfield 

brym1/1obb:m::moddi1ig@811tnil,co111 

GREAT SEAFOOD & 
Gooo TIMES 

Irish Seisun Music 
Thursday 4 to 7 

Friday 9 to 1 

163 Sunderland Rd. • Amherst 
( 413) 548-6900 

CRUISE & TRAVEL 
COMPANY 

~ 30 Montague St. ~ 
~ TURNERS FALLS 7 

413-863-3143 I 888-763-3143 
www.cruiseandtravelcompany.com 
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WEST from page B 1 

Battlefield Grant Update 
The 338th anniversa1y of the in­

famous event at the Great Falls/ 
Peskeompskut on May 19, 1676 is 
upon us. Was it a battle or a mas­
sacre? 

The attack upon the refugee 
camp in what is now known as Riv­
erside ce1tainly was a disaster for 
the three hundred tribal people en­
camped there, having fled the battle 
zone in southern New England dur­
ing King Philip's War. 

The elderly men, women, and 
children who perished there fell 
victim to the revenge of the colo­
nials who were seeking to end the 
raids on their homes, livestock, and 
families. 

Captain William Tumer and 
most of his men paid with their 
lives also, when waniors from the 
bands of Pocumtuck, Nipmuc, Nar­
ragansett, and Wampanoag caught 
up with them as they refl•eated in 
panic near what is now the junc­
tion of Silver and Conway sti·eets 
in Greenfield. 

The multiple perspectives on this 
event, both a massacre and a battle, 
are the focus of the 2014 Battlefield 
Grant application filed by the Town 
of Montague. 

Early planning and scoping ses­
sions for this grant are proceeding 
apace. Montague has been hosting 
monthly meetings to get an early 
sta1t on planning and preparation 
for implementing the grant, expect­
ed to be awarded in June. 

As the local coordinator of the 
grant application, I've been facili­
tating the meetings that have gener­
ated a high level of interest, excite­
ment, and passion. 

An unprecedented coalition of 
the Historical Commissions from 
the towns where battle events took 
place, Gill, Montague, Deerfield, 
Greenfield and Northfield, plus 
the tribal representatives from the 
Wampanoag of Gay Head (Aquin­
nah), the NaiTagansett Indian Tribe, 
the Nipmuc Tribe of Massachusetts, 
the Stockbridge-Munsee Commu­
nity Band ofMohicans and the Na­
tive American advocacy group, the 
Nolumbeka Project, Inc. have all 
been collaborating in these scoping 
sessions. 

The main thrust of the grant it­
self will be a pre-invento1y project 
to identify the likely locations of 
the battlefield and associated sites 
using milita1y te1rnin analysis (Bat­
tlefield Survey Manual 2000:7) to 
identify these likely locations, and 
the avenues of English approach 
and withdrawal. 

An innovative and historical as­
pect of the grant will be to bring 
together the oral histories of the 

pa1ticipating tribes who will write 
their own Tribal accounts of the 
event at the falls. 

The Yankee histories, both oral 
and written will also be integrated 
into this definitive study. 

Notwishingtowaitfortheaward­
ing of the grant before beginning to 
get organized, we've brought to­
gether an ad hoc multi-disciplina1y 
adviso1y committee of scholars and 
Tribal Officers familiar with the co­
lonial histo1y and archaeology of 
our region in preparation to hit the 
ground mnning when the awai·ding 
of the grant is announced. 

Rhode Island State Archaeolo­
gist (ret.) Paul Robinson, as Prin­
cipal Investigator for the grant, has 
reviewed the Project Work Plan 
with this collllnittee of advisors. 

Using the Work Plan of the Nip­
sachuck (RI) Battlefield as a model, 
we will adapt elements of that plan 
to fit the Great Falls Battlefield 
study. 

The Rhode Island battle at the 
beginning of the King Philip's War 
is the focus of an earlier National 
Park Service Battlefield Grant, 
and we are expecting that upon the 
awarding of the Great Falls grant 
sometime in June, we will have two 
ve1y important battle sites of that 
Wai· in shai-p focus. 

In addition, a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Town 
and the Tribes will be developed to 
ensure that all parties understand 
and agree to the conditions for the 
Tribal contributions to the project. 

At the most recent planning ses­
sion, a map of the battlefield area 
was provided by FRCOG. 

Spreading this map out on the 
conference table, we began an al­
most hour-by-hour mapping-out 
of events: the encampments of the 
Tribal groups present, the approach 
routes of the colonial forces, the at­
tack on the refugee camp, and the 
retreat routes of the attackers. 

Activists from the Deerfield His­
torical Commission, Bud Driver 
and David Gracie shared some of 
their 20 years of reseai·ch in the 
study of native presence in the Val­
ley. They traded inte1-pretations of 
the details with Nolmnbeka Project 
anthropologist Howard Clai·k and 
Joe Graveline, Nolumbeka chair­
man. 

It's clear that this study will pro­
vide the most recent and up to date 
research on this event, and it will be 
done by local expe1ts, people who 
have lived on this site all of their 
lives. 

Tribal representatives from the 
Wampanoag of Gay Head (Aquin­
nah) and the Na1rngansett Indian 
Tribe were quoted as saying that the 
level of collaboration and coopera-

• Pizzas 
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WE KNOW 
EQUITY LOANS 

you know us Missy Tetreault, Kate Sevoian, Maggie Smith, Chris Eugin, Melissa Hager, 
Stacey Pinardi, Kellie Nicholas, Ann Luippold, Karen Wasielewski, Stacy Richardson 

176AvenueA 
Turners Falls 
right next to the Post Office 

413 512-5012 

Greenfield 
Go-operatlv 

llauk 
A Great flnanclal Partner 

MEMBER FDIC 
MEMBERSIF 

{5) 
EQUAl 

HOUSING -
BestLocalBa 

tion taking place here in Montague 
is already serving as a model for 
such cooperation between Towns 
and Tribes throughout New Eng­
land. 

We have all agreed that, grant 
funding or no, this project will go 
fo1ward. The talent, knowledge, 
and willingness have converged on 
this spot. 

Now is the time to write of the 
multiple perspectives of that fateful 
day. Now is the time to do 

this right. II 

Dennis L. Booslca 
Dennis L. Booslca, Jr. 

Phone & Fax 
413-863-3690 

Booska 's Flooring 
169 Avenue A, Turners Falls Tile 

Member 
The Flooring Network. 

Lino 
Carpet 

~ - ' PS SHAN'l\HA CONSTRUCTION 

• Entrees 
• Salads 
• Full Bar 
& Patio 

Thcyn1 TaveRn 
Come For a Drink, Stay For a Meal 

~~g SuP~IlY Co. !Ne. 

SCSC "Rock solid service with level advice" 

\ ♦; 
omPiete Masonry Supply 

magpiepiue.com 
21 Bank Row, GIid. 

413-'l75•3~70 

Offering a complete line of pavers, 
wall stone, retalnlng wall block and more. 

298 Avenue A., Turners Falls 413-863-4322 

woodfired pizzeria 
www.thegilltavern.com 
326 Main Road Gill, MA 

Open Wed - Sun at 5 PM 

Sunday Brunch, I Oam-1pm 
413-863-9006 

.-,-·■·. • ■- r· ■· 1 ■·· --: I -> I I ~ ., 
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.and at our new location or8O2-579-l 8O0 
529 S. Main St, Brottleboro www.shanahonsupply.com 

Peter Waters Painting 
Services 

Interior/Exterior 
Custom Residential 
Fully Insured 

Office: 978-544-6534 
Cell: 413-461-5172 
Wendell, MA 
peterjwaters88@gmall.com 

~ 
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SITE 
EXCAVATION 

WORK 

New England Landscaping 

WALKS 
PATIOS 
PRUNING 
TRIMMING 

& Wall Construction 

RODNEY DEMERS 
TURNERS FALLS. MA 

773·7910 

Serenit~ Home Organizing 

decluttering, downsizing, deep cleaning 

Jill f3rornberg 
Montague, MA 
413-367-9959 

clear your space, clear your mind 

Qr.•ti Jol1nscw. CRrnNr:1 
Al3R, CRl3, CRS, GRI, SRES 
4 I '3-86 '3-97 36 • Genlohnson~ Realtor.mm 

Don't settle for less 
Choose a CRS (Ctttlfltd Rt9dentW Speclallsl) 
Only 4% of all REAIJORS oold this JJesli~ous desigr.ition. 
The CRS i; my badge of expertise and your shiekl ot 
i1SSU-4/1Ce. Put your hlll in the best lo get lhe job doll!. 
Whether buyins, sdiog 01 rciemng, ,Kva~ d,005(l 

GERI JOHNSON, CRS SO ,r11lll ~ r,,pr1trNrt,. 

66 French King Hwy., Gill 
(41~ 86W736 • \\'WW.GJAR.CO. 

Landscape Design & Maintenance 

Spring Clean Up & Routine Care 
5 -2563 




